
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         1            1            21 
 
 

American Civil Liberties Union, 1942-1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hir:h o . er 9 

he~ 

p r 

r 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

nf 

170 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 

~ 490 

do. tP 

- - ~ - .... 

J. i . . - ~ 

V' j_ l J... ... 

UP 

1JLi 

() 'YI 

' 

ft r 0 .. 0 • 

t 

1r.1t.!"1• --,-, p L, ,ct..._ .,._, tCTU , 

J •• • 

. 
- l __ , 

T 0 a __,,l co::• ... lus . f 
'

0 r' u i O! v:t.P. ~. 'j r. .. • r Yl 
I < j . 

:' 0 r.oa n is Ct 0 rb.,~ l 8,., ,. ,. 
'),. 

; r- .., 
~ . 

) ... a ........ 

Ur.ion , • l 1 c onsi ,.. 
l ' ' 11 . ti . ; i~n er 0 r8 a,.. us ' ~ .L .... ' u . 

cur c ~ s of .:· ., r. a •. . i 

ular , 1 or ,. .d co 1 'P , . ' . . 

info 1T.e ~;l ' OL t-n 

f 

-- o 

,., C\ , 

'.) ::.o r 

i ..,u f .,.., .. 
.... 
I., • 

PS O . ia i 'J .. r , 

t
, 

e p-:. ~· .... 

ors 



V r , 
J ' 



, 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

r . 

• 

• 

• 

t 

• 

• 

• • o l 

• • , • • 

C • 

• • 1 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
DR. HADY ELMll BilN& 

HON. JOHN BJIAIU>SUIY 

TEPHBN VINCENT BBNBT 

ALPRBO BBTTMAN 

PROF. ED IN M. BORCHAIJ) 

VAN WYCK BROOK~ 

PEARL S. BUCK 

DR. HENRY SBIDBL UNBY 

\VII.LIAM F. COCHRAN 

JOIIN S. CODMAN 

MORRIS J.. CoOKR 

PROF. GBORGB S. COUNTS 

JOHN Dos PASS0S 

MBLVYN DOUGLAS 

SHER 00D EDDY 

REP. ruuMAS H. ELIOT 

DoROTIIY CANrlBLD F1sHa1. 

R.Bv. HARRY EMERSON Fos1>1cK 
WILLIAM HBt-:llY GALLAGHD 

KAu CRANB GAJlTZ 

OBA CHklSTIAN GAUSS 

DBAN CHARLES W. GILKIIY 

DR. FRANK P. GRAHAM 

POWERS HAPGOOD 

.MARVIN C. HAllRJSON 

CHARLES H. HOUSTON 

HENRY T. HUNT 

DR. FRANK KINGDON 

DR. JOHN A. LAPP 

PROP. HAROLD D. L.uswa LL 

AGNBS BROWN L BACH 

PROF. MAX LERNER 

W I LLIAM DRAPER LBWIS 

ROBBllT MORSS LOVJITT 

BISH OP FllANCJS J. McCoNNBLL 

l\1ALCOLM S. b-!AcL.BAN 
JOHN P. MARQUAND 

PROP. KIRTLEY F. MATHD 

PROP. ALIIXANDBll MJUKLllJOHN 

RT. Rav. WALTl!ll MrrcHaLL 

Faux 1'1oRL£Y 

CHARLES CLAYTON MOUISON 

A. J. Mus-i L 

DR. WILLIAM ALLAN N&1LSON 

BISIIOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM 

\VILLIAM PICKBNS 

AMOS R. E. PINCHOT 

JOHN NBVIN SAYRJI 

RT. Rav. W11 LIAM Sc.\11.UTI 

JosEPII SCHLO\SBaRG 

PROP. VIDA D. ScUDDEll 

RODERI I:.. SHERWOOD 

RABBI ADDA liJLLBL SILVll 

JOHN F. SINCLAIR 

PROP. CLARENCB R. SKINNBIII. 

HBLBN PHELPS STOKBS 

OSWALD GARRISON VILLAO 

GBORCB P. WBST 

A. F. WIIITN.6Y 

P.61 Ell \1{f1 IT 

L. HOLLINGSWORTH Wooo 

DR. \"\'ILLIAM LINDSAY YOUNG 

BOAIW OF DIRECTORS 
AU-RliO ,\I. BINGHAM 

HARRY LORIN BINSSa 

PROF. PAUL BRIS ENDBN 

O0RO"IHY DUNBAR BROMLBY 

CARL URMBR 

Rav. ALLAN KNIGHT CHAUlBU 

]OUN CHAMDBRLAIN 

llICHAllO S. CHIJ.DS 

JOHN F. FlNBR.TY 

0, 10, ·u K. fRABNKat 

\\' All ER fRANK. 

, !\"I HAN GREBNB 

(JUINCY Ho .B 

IJ0P.01 HY KJiNYON 

( 0RLI LA ,fONT 

l ;I.ORINA I.ASK.BR 

P1<or. EDU/\llO C. LIND.KMAN 

1 HURGO0D MAR HALL 

Euor D. PRATT 

ELMEA RIC.B 

ROGER WILLJAM Rus 

'I: HITN.BY N0llTH SEY.MOU& 

R.BV. ILLIAM 8. SPOPPOU 

NORMAN THOMAS 

RAYMOND L. W1s1 

,181 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

PROP. LD".\- RD A. Ross 
Chairr,an, Nallonal Commilltt 

RLV. JOHN H,fft-:ES HOLMES 
rhairm.in, Bnar,i of DirutorJ 

170 Fifth Avenue • New York City 
(at 22nd Street) 

GRamcrcy 7-4330 

OFFICERS 

RT. RE\'. EDWARD L. PAJtSONS 

DP.. MARY E. WOOLLBY 

DI.AN LLOYD K. GARRISO 
t"i.t-Chairmm 

B. W. HUEBSCH 
Trta1t1rtr 

!l OG ER '. BALD IN 
Dirutor 

LUCll.LB B. MIL•• 
Stcrtfary 

.\RTHUll GARFlflD HAY 

• !ORRIS L. ERNl>T 
Counul 

Dece□ber c9 , 1~42 

Rabbi H 1)b i i .... el i ver 
Tr.1.e TemJl 
Cleve_ nd, Uhio 

De&r Ba hi bil r : 

o.y ve c t whe h I' :-· ou oul - b to ', ·u 

jail~ the e.u O$ed si ·r er-:) 
[•1 

• -r , Lon 1 . vr :)OU 

0 cl :_)amphle on 'J e . Vch ' s i_ tn es. e::; h 
•'P · •J enc osc C _J:/ ::,f t • ,e f' 

. 
1 .. tr0d 1 

ag r ' to b i r, as ✓ a ur2c C1 - . :f ' 
, t . ~ rs . 0 l 

The i S'' l U I'P 1 ~· +',.. 
.J. (... 

+-

r c cric_ 1 .roi•lo. e co mit cc on " 0 
its n . 

.fi ~ T nt a ;o 0 T)rPS s ti r .l -·e ·;o· a . - ., ., 
&p 1r~ci ,l tE :· )Ur 1·~;.) · .... - by ; ire ol f t . 

RI'B/ sa 



January 4, 1943 

'r. Roger . aldw1n, D1r ctor 
er1o Civil Lib rt1•• Uni n 

170 itth J.y nue 
w Tork, . T. 

7 de .'r. :Baldwin: 

In repl7 to 70ur let\ r of Dec, ber 29th permit to 
t t I will joln the al ra of introduction to 

hl t on •J • ovah '• 1 tn••• d the or•. 

I r.o 17 would have preferred t fifth par~ h 
t be reworded 1n such aw aa to u th moral r -
apona1b1llt7 for putt1nt: a ,top t e1r anno7i and 
d1aorderly conduct ore aq e upon t ehoul.4era of 
t • Jeho-vah' ltn•••••• hen theolo lo ••al c!oe1 not 

don on fro 8k1nt; damned nuiaance of hi~••lf. 
1 ioua sealote muet le t e • lesson which the 

rld 11 n w t171n to teach to political aealot1 - th 
eood ne1 ·bor poli07. And th rlo Civil Lib rtiea 
Union would render • t ••"ice to t e cauae of civil 
libertiee if• on defendin,.; 11~t1 of Jeaov h '• 
.1tnes1ea, it would eo a\N•• ln this 1ntro4uct1on and 
laewhere, their duti •· 

Very a1ncerel7 JOW"•• 

S1!lB 
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T-:> lOCf. 1 commi tcCu f:nd s 3 t corr ...... por~d n 

rriends : 

Thf' at ~.Ch d rE sol ·ti r F,dorytE- d bJ th -;o rd f :Cir c ors 
er 19 r.f.s r'1i ,..,d cert' ir: q, e. ticr:s, ·.rtic1-.l, rl~: • s t0 ,.·r~. cori -

es ~ \ f 1 'n r.tL l s f d e prOCt;S • 1I So ' hc.V~ cm c__.lved t .. -
r cso l 1.1 · 01 o con ·Jt(, a c'1Mng ir bbsic pol · c·,, w~ '. is .o r· 
'·,c . rr.e rt so l 0ti'1 is J nt f 11;/ 'J ["--1ide i;: h. s.olE.,cti0r f' 

r,._,;s .:.r. w2 r- ti,,e . It r st on the, o r oJositior. ti1L Wi,_, do rot '5 
fr cd rn of sp ec1-: tr:d p blic:-.t i ::n for those l1ctin;: on beh~1lf of 
.~ ... ,,::,,.,,.,.,/ a posit ion whicn wP.s tciken by the lT • on 1 s nE.dfcr ssor i 
' . · .,,.. I . It 'J o s n o ~10 M '1 th r P. by t B w E:, o r o t v :1 ° 11 s 1.... pp or ,. v 

of t1;. Eill of h ' ,. s , ,' ' t rLtr ... er trtt n1- •,r estthli::'·ll~g 
t : s • s f O r s e 1 e C l !." g C 'J s • s t ~ r O u ,. h ;" ! i Cr O s ,.,. Y) p Or I.J ,. s (, 

Ex.C(,Ot ir r' I'E:, c· St;S ~.11 tn , iss· 0 f d • pr O C =- S S hn t' e : . i. -
r ~. r c -J of c i vi 1 right s c' n i, - r h i e i r VJ"'J • C t" 17 0 ~ 0 t f ~ 11 

',. it:-- i...... t' J. res o l ·.._. ion . ,; s f . h~ 3t c:- s~s ,.t~ tr.or -
.:. 7 c d 'Jn c1 r t r. :-1 i 1 it ~ r~ • v : , .. • t i c. . or d t, r the ?ovt ffic., CtJn rs p , 

Even cs o t':10.~8 L - ii tn 0r 
snsrr:f 1c v11 ill 1-:::-r kb E: con • LS wh r , in h .. 

r: '"'rt: ~ r. s bee, n s o 1 L r· r l • t ~ d E', n i L 1 o f r i ;-h s f s 

f! 0. 

rt o 
t ~ 

1 {\ r i v :-, 1 i 0 n o h v f u .. d t -1 • . - l s o f d • v ~ r· :i c • . s . 1 of_.:.ct.-
Nill :urtch c t.ref·,.11~ t .. c r ,"' .lts 1. L 

to T' • rt.icip"to ·Jnde r t _ _"i: r . ol·--1tio:1 , ~ r-o f therP :. of 
r· ~ 'ion of :: ,d )Y c deri s • ,he ·upr .E.. Co r 1v i 11 
re .. tior:s oe .... dv to tr; , r.ppl CLitio. of he r- ol,;tio. t h 

-;_·"': ')r TIL1j "'.'.) ·SE;Y t its ,iev-.rs ~.s nl"'liC S '1ric:e i ... t ' t.t co, rt • 

·fi f. r, • :1 e>f ~ u ... ifor.. i ')r;:_ 1 polic/ .:. r - L"'•., , ~ r. o Ar 
,....vj o'J s rli ::- i, st-1 ct v·f-lr - 1...-, ..::t crse wi ~rl· ctrf-, , 

c o"--1 ir f s t""· t ,:1 loc· 1 o ,r: tte,..., , r I8C>r .,se. • t • ,'l r e f;:__, !' ... ~ 
n· ti 0n t1l :)ff ' e t;Vt-r c:..s , f'.r.t v r i er.· rr, c vr, in.volvi O r -
s ... s 8llsrr--d O . CO - C>r-1 :i rr. • .. g wi ~ or~ C i.r. ~ on e_.Ll' of vr..e 
en 0 y . Th J r 3 1 u t i s n c if i s t . c nu t t s t 0 be c on s 1 e r e- L 
r ~ L C . i r. :.:i CC) C l 'J . U C C,. S e S .. I1 r ' C r: L C i ' 1 C O ~ -

n e f 'J 11- qi..., :::i 1 i f t o 1:. o rJ r- i s e t h q s o ~ o i r r y o 
r-•h t iC' :.: 1 po 1 c· d n t e r- s lut • . .. 

S r. t r l y .... ours J , 
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J nn ~.ia ry 23, 1943 

To the members of the Corpor~tion 

Friends : 

In acco rdanc e wit_ the by - laws 8 petl ion of ten 
me~bers ~as been filed taking an appeal fr~ a vote of 
the r 08 rd of Lirectors not to address J.ittor_ ey Genera 1 
Frrncis Biddle in relation to the seditious co~spi racy 
in~ict~ent r ecently r eturned egalnst thirty - ~ree ptrsc s 
in the Listrict of' C0 lu bia (sJpersedi r- en indic m nt 
against t1en y ~eight of t~ese p rs2ns returned last 
summer) . 

We enc lose : 

I . 

I I . 

I II . 

Tes tement signed ~y Mr . Fr8nekel and 
n in e o e t it • on t3 rs , t ~ c Le d t o wr. i c r: is a 
drgft of a l etter t o the Attor iey Ge eral 
whicr: ~r s~bstance h y desire he Un ion to 
send . 

A mem'Jrand um of obs e rva ti '.)DS on r.e I;rO' os a 1 
by th Ur. ion 1s director , f.oge r 3~ ldwi. . , rr,Rde 
at he oBrd 's request . 

The Boar d ' s osition ir. o ~osition o addr ss -. . 
ing the Atto rn ey 'en0ral wit h reference 
tr1i s case , set forth in r emor &nd . p r 
a t he 3oa r:1 ' s d ir·e c ion by i/:i i ney ~or 

0 

pared 
h Se ~ _:; lJ r . 

Will you kinily re&d tne 6nclos· res pr'.)~p ly and re -
u rn yo r , '.) t P on h e f c 1 o s e d po s a 1 : a rd ? . d e r ou r by -

1 s w s he V'.) e by ~ail of a ~ajJr·ty cf tr.e Corpor ti 
deteri,· es t h~ U~ion ' s ~ol cy . 

LB~ : ek Secretary 
e .c . 
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I . 
J anus r .. ~3 , 1 3 

I1 TE '◄ l T TJ AllC .:0 J1! Y APP~ .1 ,"TlAKE J 
:01 D I,( • r .Eiiv. EL Ar L "11P r ---

Or A rus 17 , 1942 e .5 08 r .~ cf Lirectcrs of t."""i. r i CR 
,., 
\.., Lih r: ies ,.:r. ion ry a VO e of 7 t.- C :::; ·..1dop ed tn'2 fJll ·in~ re C ltl :r-n ,j n r ogb rd 0 ne ir.dict11 r.. fJr se'i.: 0 J..., c or:s 0 i rr- c :T rec.,_.n lv foun,j ir. t " , -=- istric nf Colt. bia ! 

"T~e r. •~erican Civil Li ~rti es ~rr.i on deplores a::.T • :. Aic -t-f • 1 h h d • d . , ·r er:_ or cor pirac:· a one . ere J er. Rn s •-:-n-r ~e c· ar • d 1it~ su :Jstt ntivt r- t end hm. they &re 
Rk n ., o f~r L::itDr!t places oe ried; &nj tt:P •. i'"' lores ~r. ir.(lctnen o~sec on ~e ~eaceti~e 0edi i r. rl, 

;:;. .., 

.-- h i c r. ?~Tr, j 8 n h 8 s o po 0 s e • s in c e he ti . e i.. . a s • a s s i:_, • • " 

'Jr A~&:"u t 19 , 1842 the o rr . .i t .., e of be )O&rd ·eRl"n g· . • .. . edj_Li0. pr sec 1 ions 1.1n i'Tio,: ly -~--re ~d t .Rt h let:t r sr 0
'. 1, _ J red ~ o be ec o tl-:e A t::,r!'1e ~ -r.erc: 1 cone er ir;"" t hat ir,j i ' C' j r: ... t a· st ' r.o-·1lsr.ed 18 T-YS r, )t f-,S~ :...c.i· ted 1i '1 ,r-le T r.iOY1 ~ con-u 1 t Pd t o ob ta in t ;_: 0 j r 1 ,b rt l c • pA t • or: i r, r e ore s er t ·-:.e A orre: GenerRl . 

r~ere fter letters v;er sc.ntto -a JEr tI ur.11-°' r of 1 , ,ver·s in if -ferPn t Dar s of he co·1n ry . San of se a ree to s1. .. p or the "C . • ') . i • ts represertatj_oris vO tr:e J..ttorn'ev \.,l n r~ l • tners e d in tr.e represer.ta tior.:s s lti.o }gh ,>:ley - rreed itr t : P~ ~i ion r:.e n on; still or: s r .,.. • sed or t":e ro 1 d .,._'l j .; 0 1:.l r. o • s s 'J me ';, t n i r: d i c r:1 er, t :-. d be en r o c u r Pd b v , n De D r t e ~-: a f .. . st l e ·..1: less tr.ere 1 s ·us if icatior: for i . 

I 11es, nE:-re1ore , deciaed not o nursue fur ner r: c ' es • io f' 'J f . 1 e t er o be s u p rt d .. out s i e a t o rn e y s . T~ e c e t i or o c1 lP t~r to es nt y he U.ion i self o he A .~r rey J 0 r~ral ~8 . Come 1 ·0 or jisc ,s io . :11 e .!.,,..,g of he o rj .el o. c :nhe ~1 , 1°42 it voe 7 o i. favor of s noin g s er.. . le"ter wit--i tl e understanding h~ ~ let er tJ e se~t would be circLld e ~~r~ the e . bers Jf he )0 rd for f~r ne r disc,ssion . A 1 er Rred n ~ ire lated a E'T!e for 1 •• iscJss o on Jc;n Ftry 4 , 194 . ~t t · m s0"!1e ·J the rne»· er o tn . o rd e pr· sed trie ooinion c io ... d ken on D er;; b r ' 1 s t w <.. s n :) co r rec t 1 y r f le ct e d in r-: i :J t e , d t .at rd had r t .r d fi i e l y decided tr.at 1 er hO'Jl oe sen t J At r e y Gen er a 1 . So a s t o avoid y 1 is rs t8 d •• !1 ~ score he Joard oted o reco sider the ent · re 

At he ~ee g of Ja uary 4 , 1943 ~r . Childs pr uos d hAt t~ le e r e s c r ulated be revised to co~fine itself nrimaril to an obie tio to the se of d r a_ n t consp ' rBcy ndic. ens wit. s li 1 ef t- re. e o he pa ticular ca s e as possib l e .. Tne .Jtio o sen o a le te r i ha r v sed for11 as def e e 'cy a close v t , su' -sec e t otion to sen ou !'le l e te r L its o r i i .al o r s mo r e de is lv e l efeete • 

... 



• 

- 2 -

This ap~eal SPeks oh ve tne members ~ip review tne ac · on of 
the Board in rejectin ~r. 0hilds' motion . Accompa yir.g tnis ppeal 
is a proposed letter to the ttorney "eneral which has been revised 
in accordance with the suggesticn ~ade by Mr . Ghilds. 

The movers of this appe 1 bElieve it is of tr-e freates im~ort
ance hat the American Civil Liberties Union exnress its o nosi i'"' 
to t~e use of drag ne conspiracy indictmer.ts for the reasons st ted 
in t:"'e proDosed let er. vve do not believe that by joinr: this we Fire 
nre-jud~in tne ca 3e . It may, of course, be that the Depart~en of 
J ice na s evidence establishing the _uilt of all of he pPrso s 
ccar~ed . Nat~ rally,we are not in a position to fin out what evide~ce 
tr:.e DeoBrtme t ,8Y have. Nevertheless experience r:as shown tnat her 
large numbers of apparently unconnected persons Bre ir.dicted o,,.ethe r, 
t~e likelihood of injustice increases . There is frequ ntly in su h 
c a ,.. s s a t er:. d ency on t n e pa rt of the • u r y t '.) c on v i c t a 11 t he d e fend ~ t . 
Particularly is 'r.at so ~:hen, as is the case uere , the defen 8.~ s -,,..~2~ e 
~a1e unoopu lar state .ents, statements which in many instances mi t 
j Jstify direct orosecution . uch a conspiracy indictment is particu-
~~ly objectionable when it forces people to stand trial at -reft 

jistances from their homes . After all the Co~stit~tion does g~arRntee 
.r.at 8very accused def'endrnt shall , ave a trial in trie district W:t re 
he crime was com:nitted. If, t !l.erefore , t J.e real er rie of cert•-, in 

of hese defe .dants was utte ra ces made by them they were ent"tled to 
be tried at t n e p 18 c e s w 1e re the u t t E ra n c e s we re rna de . 

In a~.swer to our posi io it nas beer. s1Jggested tr..a we wait nd 
see what evidence the ~overnment tas. rhat means w iting ~ntil he 
r:arm ha s been done . ¼hat we are trylng to dot re is o pers de he 
2:cvernrne t o sto~ the us e of indict. e ts of his crarac pr R, 0 t~·lc:, 
0void the possibility of hardship to perso s r:ot prooer-ly trougr.t in o 

~e conspiracy char ~e . To wait ntil after the trial would defeat 
nis objective altogether. 

(siPSned) Alfre .1 . 3ir,pTr:am 
ev . Alla .. l{_i r.t C.almers 

Osmo d K. Frae .kel 
Ar ur 3arfi ld Hays 
B. 'v . H ebsch 
llo rman Thomas 
Dorothy Dunbar ~r~mler 
Jonn I<. inerty 
John qaynes J. olmes 
Th rgood I arshall 
f ,E! ymond L. Wise 



Hon . .rr' ncis Biddle 
eryart~tnt of Jus i c e 

WRshing on , D. C. 

De a r . ~ r . At t o rn e y Gene r a 1 ; 

Jan a r~ 5 , 194 3 

,v bd dress you c ·:>nc . rn ing the indict .e 1 ts for 

s ditious conspiruc;; r e urned b t e gr& d jur;y L t e 

District of Col ~bia a 8inst some 

wi 1J tE:r~n es r;nd oublicE.. ions rv'.;ld o v iolt- te he 

ifilit ry Dis ffection c.1nd E o_o •o•)·e Acts . 

We desire to put before .' O' }- e following Oi'"J; cct • on ... 

::) bo n t:i•: se un s el indic ·er.ts : 

1 . Conspir&cy cases bt sE:.d u on poli ict 1 tteranc s 

a d p1Jblicstions c,re nistoric lly frau~h wi 1 d·- Yer . ~i 

therefore deplore any indict "le t brou :rh for conspir--1 c.r l: lont-

where l E' de~e 'lnts 11.:.::rht :-t~ ve t.)een vhc1rged wi h. S bstr r -

ive cts . 

-
J , 

subject of ·uci · cibl critici..,, ever r~ lon - pJrjod of e rs . 

s long e~o s 1c25 the CJ~f rencLs oL sen · or Gire 1it vd ~e s 

(o q o ed in United StB es~..:_ ~otlow, 10 F . 2 ~ q57, 2) L 

criticizi g the ust of he conso · rLJcy st ute sta Pd s one 

of he r 6 a s on s for t i s c r i i c i s • : 

"Th ru 1'3s of evidence •• n cons irc1c • c ses 
~ 

'11&h es them os t ii f Leu 1 t to tr, w nout pre • d ic 
to n innocent dei'e • ~t . 11 

- 1 -
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A.d very recently J~d ~w ir, fbrd of ~r~i:: Distric 'vOUr of 

Sop. 54-3 , 545) : 

"There h& s grown Ul) in t n is co n r y E· prEic ic e c.. no.[ 
Uni ed tates att~rneys to ~se 13 e .s . ~.A. P~r8 . 
so - ci lled conspiracy stat u te , £S a c . tch - 11 or 
f0 r every hin; and ever-. ood:, , wheresoever f'o1,;r d , .•r-~o 
rnjr:ht hL ve hr.d some remote connection witr t}·e S,lL -
s i:1rtive crime or criYfles char ged . This t1ost YflPOrtc ... 
a d u s c f ~1 1 c r i ~ .! n a 1 s t 8 t 1J t e ~r-. s be en pro s t • J e d b • J o . rj 
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:nna.i g this su ges t • on beca, :Je rni.s'Jse c,f s '"' .u es -· s so 

diff · cul to corr ct , by en~ef:l to t e r i- r t r col.4rts, • 

it:e o con 101 policJ in w1r - tii e . Th0 r 2sr.Jons · o .. lity uno 

the Department of J stice is ther tfore the r ter . 

VJe do not intend to participbte in 11ny 1''8Y in he 

')I tnconi g tri 1 . Vve shall watcn its cond ct witr. C'•r, ·11t., .. 

a vi..,w to oarticipE; ting on appebl only if in o·Jr .iud s·n r: 

iLr.Oc vn persons ~re convicted or if ooints of l~! r1 1c,pp6c1r to 

be involved w ic ~ight en ~p~e~ l crectt6 pr~c~ e ts d nr r~us 

to ne estaJlisned gu~r~r -~s of civi l liherty . 
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January 23,1943 

1emorandum by Ro~er N. Ba ldwin, Director of the Union 

To the members of the Corporation 

Friends : 

At the request of the Board I am adding my comment in regard 
to the proposal to address a letter to the Attorney General con
cerning the seditious conspin:. cy indictment brought in the 
District of Columbia. I would make these points: 

1. The Board ha s already agreed to preoare a oublic statement 
concerning the misuse of the conspiracy statute not only ~n ci il 
liberties cases but in others. It has not yet been determined wh ~ 
to do with such a statement; but the only substantial difference 
between the general ooposition to the drap-net use of the conspiracy 
statute and this proposal before you is to point lt up by reference 
to the pending c0se. 

2. It strikes me that it would be helpf 11 to the cause of 
civil liberties in w~r-time to address an open letter to the 
Attorney General for the following reaso s. 

(a) In accordance with previous action ta L{en by the 3oar-d we 
ncve alrtady made known ~rivstely to the Attorney uenerol and to 
his associetes our ooposition to the present seditious conspir- cy 
case. 'Ne have urged un on him and his associ tes hat it not be 
1sed as a Precedent for bringing any more such cases. 

( b) 1'he De PE rtment of ;,us tice was evidently under pr-es sure to 
ring this case. It would he lp coun eract such oressures, whjch 
re constantly O9er ting, to take a pujllc oosition ag&inst the drr a 

net use of the conspire cy statute. 

3 • I u rt he 1mo re , I t hi nk we owe it to our me n ~er s , fr i e nd s 
c1r.d the public to take openly the seme posi .. ion which we take 
ryr:vstely . I believe thQt both our members and the pu~lic have a 
ri _ht to expect of us intelli7ent leadership in formulatin what 
sr1ould be the proper stlinaards in war--t me of the ap.)lic&tion of 
the principles of civil liberty regardless of whom they affect . We 
are not thereby particip&ting in the deiense of this case in &ny 
way , nor encoura~ing any political attack on the Department of 
Justice. ·ve ere concerned solely with attempting to avoid setti {:i: 

dangerous precedents by the improoer use of the co spirac st tu e, 

f,o~er N. L3a ldwin 
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January 28,1943 

III 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF1 OF THE. MAJORITY OF 
THE BOARD IN OPP Of IT ION TO THE APPEAL 
TAKEN BY OSMOND K. PRAENKEL AND OTHEHS 

The simple issue presented by this appeal is whether the Civil 
Libe r t ies Union shall publicly imply that the Department of Justioo las 
indicted some i~nocent persons , and thereby violated its duty, in ) ro-
CU!' in g the indictment for conspiracy of thirty - throe ind iv idua lR, ln 1 u d 
ir.g five paid Nazi agents and one paid by the Japanese government . Th": 
charg e is that the defendants conspired among them~elves and ~ ith Urich 
~le i <.; .hhauer , head of the Nazi 1·e1t - Dienst and the official Jaz i Pro a 
~anda ~urenu , to impair the loyalty, morale and discipline of, and er.use 
nut.,_~:y and insubord ination iri , the armed forces . A ,.ajority of the noar~_ 
ly a vott of fifteen to four, declined to auth~r i z e such an impli ~ation . 
':'he v o t e w a s c 1 os er on a pro po r. a 1 to issue a Gener a 1 r i t i c ism of cc n -
sp iracy indict1:1ents , mentioning the present case only in passing . V,h il e 
thif' Bi-Peal iR fr om the lalter vote, the letter v-ih ich is proposed to be 
s ent if the a ppeal succeeds does not avoid the implication and it is 
i~possible to do ~o if the letter is related to this pa rti cular case in 
any wa y . 

The proposed letter neces~arily implie~ that 9ome innocent per~ons 
were i ndicted , and , accordingly , that the Lepartment of JuPtice is 1 ro 
C0!3ding against some of the defendants without justification . Tha,t ·ill 
ner.~rsarily be the public interpretation of the proposed letter. Yet , 
the f act is that the Union has no knowledge or information to justify 
any s 11 h implication . On the contra r y, the Board has before it the 
f~)l 7.o~ ·ing facts and considerations: 

1 . Three of the defendants , George C. . Viereck , Prank Perenz, 
and Halph Townsend, are convicted Nazi or Japanese agents; two of 
them, Hans Liebel and Herman Schwinn , are ir1terned on the ··est Co.::i3:; 
as dangerous enemy aliens ; one , Mme . de ~:ihishmareff , with a lo~ g 
record as an international sPY , ls interned at Lllis Island . 

2 . Others , notably William D. Pelley of the Silver Shirts, 
Robe~t Nohle and blli~ O. Jones , have been convicted of sedition in 
other cases . 

3 . Records examined in several removal cases involvin~ certai~ 
of the defendants revealed association ith Nazi n~ents . Many of 
the other defendants ha ,e been active in native Fas ist movementB 
and have closely followed the Axis line . 

4 . The Union ' r- secretary ,.Lucill e 13 . Uil!ler , who has been 
assigned the task of examining the material on the activities of 
defendants in war - time casesi has ~tated that on the basis of the 
information · which she has obta ned she is satiPfied that all of the 
defendants we:re cooperating with , or acting on beha l f of , the enemy 
and were rs rties to the con~piracy as charged . 

(mor e ) 
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5 . Senator Taft nas re leased for public tion a lett r r e • 
ceived by him from the ttorney General, indicating t at t e 
evidence in the case wss reviewed independently by attorneys in 
the De~artment of Justice and that the ctarges were fou1d to e 
fully sustained . Mr . 9aldwin ' s statement says that the DepArtment 
was evider.tly under pressure to bring this c&se, but no aut ori 
tative or officia l ststement cas been made t hat the case was 
brought under pressure . 

A~ The present indictm 0 nt supersedes an e rlier on , m·re
ly adding cert e in new defend an ts and new cbar ges . Thus, the 
cnarges are the result of studies by two Grand Jur es o er A 
~er iod of many months . 

7 •· The or i gin a 1 ind i c t rn en t w a s s tr en v o us 1 y e t t a ck e d b ~r 
·e ators heeler, 'ye , TE:ft, Lepresentative 1-loffrn n , and o rie r s , 

The present indictment w s ret ~rned after that attack . It may 
be as s u~ed that the char es were closely scrutinized by he 
Department before they were repe bted .. There is no occa sion r 
t Gn on at this time to take sides in the co roversy be we ~n 
Senttors •.-he ler , et al. , nd the h tor ey Jeneral '1 the .d
ministra on . 

3 . Last summe r many leaders of t ·1e Arner·lcan :-3cr ere 
qu€ried by Mr-. Hays to c,sce tc:in whet r tney would be iillinfl' 
to subs er ioe to a pub lie protest a ;rr inst th 01·ip-i a 1 ind ictrri ent:; . 
So few were willing to ioin th t tne reject was bandoned. A 
number (incl ding illiam ~raper Lewis of the 1 a tionel Com~tt e) 
declined to join in such a protest because it would imply der' -
lj ct ion 01 d ty by the De pa rtment of J · st ice, of which there ts 
no evidence . 

9 . T~e Union recently announced that it will not oa1tici -
&te in Cc ses involving those who a re deemed o be coo ra .irp 

~ ith , or ~cting on ~ehalf of, th enemy, unless the fundamentals 
of d '..1e '":'rocess are de i.ed . Those members cf the Joi.=.rd ho r . .-v 
tc1ken tt.is appeal reco:!;nize in the prooosed 1 t.ter at under 
t~is policy the Unjon cannot par icipa e directly in t oe prc~ent 
c . se . To attack the indicJment i. t~e oress ri te r t h n i court 
i::, 2n evasion , if not in f ct a v · olation of the pol ' cv. . It 'J.-_:_1 
' nev i ably 1 ad he public o believe t .l t tue lr ion is suppor i.1g 
th - d e e n d a n s r. n even , p e r n. £ p s , the i r v i e • s . I'h e a t t empt c 
uv oi tha result in the propos d letter t£is no assurance of 
s 1Jccess . If t he Union is to do l ts V''Ork effecti rely L cases 
meriting support , it must a ne re strictly to its declared o lie ~ 

10 . The Director has already xnrersed ~riv ttly o the 
Departme t of Justice he hope ta conspiracy in jctments will 
Je used sparingly . T ere is no evidence to ~JS . fy a oelief 
t a ubl c protest this t me is necess&ry o keeo the 
Department from departing from the pollcy urped uryon it by he 

(more) 



Director . Thi indictment and its pre(ec f'sor appear to be he 
onlv ones hich have been o tai ed durin mor than a year of ar 

The majori-y of the Boa r d feels that its decision no- to issue a 
ru lie letter like the one proposed at th i s time should be upheld . The 
majority has no enthus i asm for conc,piracy indictment , hut believ s h 
pre2er:t case , u der ~ar - t i me conditions , inappropriate for th Unio ' 
intervention in any for m. 

Ir:de d , by unani ous actio , the Board has authorized th appoir.t 
F6 t of a Committee to study th entire question of cons ira y ir:dic· '- 
~en .s . They have been repeate~ly used and the~ obl 0 m is not one p.
_uliar t ·Jar - time condit i ons . tny gener al statemer:t of the attitur!e 
o thu Union should awa i t study b. this Cornmi tteP . I hP r1eanti:-"lP, 
t~e long - term po~ i tion of the Union on con~piracy· ass shoul not he 
rre.judiced by tying it to this partic u lar ca~e . To do so ·1ill only 
~reat9 publi confusion and the helief that the 1Tnion if' suppor ir: 
:he pres nt defendants to some exte. t ar:d iF- attacking the in egri y 
of he Lepartment of J ustice . •1 urther 1ore , it "eems 1 kely that 
vJould he more difficult for the Depart ent of Juc-tice to opera., . 1• 1 i:: 
~h 0 00mparative rentraint and wisdom vhich it lli~ so far sho 1 i~ the 
m. i.cn were no~ to seem to join 0enator .nh eler , et al . iY: heir t e~1 t. 

I . 0 sh~ke publi confidence in thP ~eparl~ent ' s good fai h 

( ~ i~ned) . rHIT BY 1 OHTH ft Y:·.,IQUFi. , 

00000 0 

for the Boara of ~irewtcrs; 
American Ci il Li ert ies TJ. i :).1 



AMERICA CIVIL L I ERTIES U NION 

170 FIFTH A VENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

ebru• ry 18 , 1943 

Rabbi ~·bba Hillel .. 11 er 
The Temple 
Cleveland , o. 

Der Ra bi 11 er : 

e ~ould ppr cir te 1t re tl if you 

iould end u o r VO e 0 the tt ched ref -

er end a upl ica t 0 
~ th .e 0 materi 1 c-en t , 

OU on J nu r . 28 . The vote on tli1.s referendum 

clo e ,arch 1 an t i~ nee sar 

t e ore o each of our officer~ and a ional 

Co ittee member~ on this extremely import nt 

1s e . 

inc relv 

enc 
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,t~ , • pur -ly 0 0r·on 1 
t th - int tnc e of Detroi ds. 

1 inc r .. 1 . :Jurs, 
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er Rabb. S lver: 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 FIFTH AVENUE 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

NEW YORK CITY 

March 31, 1949 

This i s to advise you that at the annual meeting 

on March 19th, you were re - elected as a member of the 

National Commi tee for a term of three ears . We 

assume we have your acceptance for continued service 

in the Union. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Fl orina Lasker 
Secretary 
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April 5 • 1949 

~a P1orina Lasker• SecretarJ" 
rican Civil Liberties Um.on 

170 Fitth :venue . 
Jew York, H81r York 

Vy dear s Laskar1 

Pe it tot.bank you tor your kind note 
re-election a ber of the tional G,~ ... 
be very p1eaeed to serve. 

Veey sincere]¥ yours-

r; -
AHS 1er 

··ig ~"' 
I shall 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

~181 

To tho m~mbvr8 cf tho Corpor ... tion -

Friends: 

S0ptom½0r 23 , 1949 

Your pruniJt vote is ruquoatod oL t 11(., c1rd enclo''Cd concurning 

tho stand t_ c Union should to~c on 'Jills pondin[" i:1 Conrrross pro

hibiting obstructive picketing cf f-...dcr~l cou ts . 

Tho Bonrd of Directors is so ovcnl~ dividnd on tho issue th8t 

a vote of the ontiro Corporation h~s bo0n ordered . Returns s~ould 

bo in by October 10. 

Tho onclon ed momorondum should be sufficiont to present t
1

1v 

differing viown , but if you hovo o.ny quvstions, further infor'nation 

can be furnished . 

RJ. B. ad 
enc . 

S incoro ly yours , 
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Congress has bofore it two bills or. favorable reports by the Judiciary 
C ommi ttoos , shortly to come to vo tc , ~oth of which make it o. crime for 
uny porson or persons to picket ~ Uni ted States Court . Ono b ill 
covers a lso tho rosidonces of j~ -o s , jurors and court off ice rs . One 
requires act1wl intorforonca with tho administraticn of justice; he 
other i)Unisi10s "11oro intent to do so . Tho full texts of tho 1)ills 
appear o t tr o ond of this momo . 

Tho occasio21 for the bills ls of cours e; tli.J proctico of Co~nmv.nist and 
t ho ir oyrnpajuhizors of pickot:i.n • courts i n lnr[;O nut1borr- ·:1ho1,ovcr Com
munists arc 011 trial . Tha mos t notn') l o caso is :.,h8 t of tho dai l y 
pickot- lino ·11a intninod for Y>J.O t:1s i11 front of tho [ ~S • C t:rt 1 o_wo in 
J.Jcv; Yorl: whore t·10 cloven Cornr.iunist l c acors aro on tria l . 

Tho ACL~ has notod that pickot in1 , onl nar 0od ~~o~ inst,ncos of ob 
structive 1113.ss p ic !i::o tinc "ro clear to C:):1d0 r:1r1 it • nb licl:,' • So far it 
has boon fairly well ~c pt in hnnd b:- poJ ice r 1 pul ~ion . 

This t i 1,10 t '10 Uni on is only bl ing Cu llud upo 
Court 1-Iousus or tho homer of ju ;.J::, or jurors 
as to picketing of quasi - judicial bodins suc :1 
boards . 

to ~c t in rolatisn to 
L~d judg~0nt is r ese rved 
as ~dminis t rat ivo a~o ncy 

Tho Board ot' Di~octors tvic J ai vi dod al os t ovcnl y ovo r the s e t ills . 
All agrco d t ho.t the, provisi o1 punishing mo r e intent to influonc o , as 
contrasted with inte nt to obs t r uct , the court sho ul d bo remov ed . The 
arguments 0:1 the tv,o side s folJ.o· r1 . 

For tho Principle of tho Bills 

(Espocio.lly tho Sonnte bill , providod it is l imit ·., 1 in nnp licfl ti on to 
demonstr a tions intended to int orfero vii h , obst r uct or i11podo tho 
administration of justice , and e xclud ing r of0r0 nc u to n L flucnco"; 
further provided t ~1o ro is an a _olioration of tho pi..nn ltio c, o.~ the 
Son" to -:) ill ; t ~:.e re buing no )ff'ort to r os trict ponconblJ os 01.1b lies 
re:.1oto fron tho court and tho po. rtic ipntinf· nn rti0c , or spooc1_c.,s or 
writings . ) 

1 . AmonGst our most precious civil liburtios is ~,.11.., process ot l aw o 
Jasic to duo i)ro coss is t he gua rant:r th t is~ lC~ 

0

) i;C'rO t 1rt., co 1rts 
wi 11 be clc c i•1o c b J court o.nd jur - 0 o }.o 1: .t1urr 1 Lt to t h,J ln-,- and upon 
tho 1.1cr i t 0 o'"' the cnso as de vo lopo d i.L 1--. , .1 e; )Ur t and upon t:10 roe ord 
of vc.lid tcsti:.1on r thore pros0nt0d . ! i c,{ctin, exe rts a c:)o rciv c in
fluence upon courts, juries and witn1...,f'Sos , runninr co t,Jr to tL.is 
basic tc1 ot . 

2 . Our l ows ~)I'OYido e s~:~tcm of o o,.Jca ls to nssur0 :1 f~ir trial and to 
corruct the de;vintio~ tl-i0rofror.1 by court or jnr" :;, 1 nv· form of physi
cal coercion is r op '..11 iv o to 01r wo ll- ordored S"•ftvJ"'l'l unrnnteoing fair 
trials . Th o c laimud. right to moko a show of forco is not co~paruble 
to tho right to a fair triolo 
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3 . A bar to ~ic}~t,ing 
coercion comparable to 
pormittod in tho daily 
unaffected . 

- 2-

docs not inv 0lve freedom of spe e ch . ? or is 
freedom of spooch or press . Criticisu now 
press , law review articles and the li~e are 

4 . Tho povvor to punish for contempt outside tho court- room is severely 
limited and is presently inndeq~ato to meet this problem. 

5 . Curr>oDt picketing by Communist sympathizers at tho trio.l of lead
ing Communists in New York City mD y or may not react in favo1" of the 
defendants . Thora ls here adequate police protection . Of greater 
concern is the long- range effoc t of this precedent . Groups hove 
formed around tho court house at t ho Scottsbi_·ro trial and o.t t h o Mooney 
tria lca The Ku Klux Klan has paraded be fore Souther·n court h ouses in 
nume r ous casos . Opposing groups ma y form and riots be dovulopod . All 
too frequently public prejudice runs deeply against defendants . Yet , 
with the procodont of any ono group pormi tt0d to ma ko a show of force , 
other and different groups can do likawiseo Therein lios tho ominous 
threat to due process according to law and tho bnsic human liberties 
and rights guaranteod thereby . 

Against tho Pr!nciplo of tho Sills 

1 . Any restrictions on the right to nxpress orderly protes ts at the 
timo and place of a trial strike at i r ,edom of speech and n3 s c 0 ~1b ly , - 
rights more voluablo then prosumod impropor influonco on j'.1_c~~·o s :Jnd 
jurors . 

2 . Judges and juries are subjoct to nll sorts of influence s o.nd shculd 
resist t uom in a dministerin3 justice . Picke ting is no raor>o t o 1Jc re 
strained thon othor forms of oxprossion about a po ndine: cnsc • 

3 . l'horo picketing nctually ~'")es intorforo with the conduct of o. trial, 
tho -.:ourts have already adoqtt~tc ponur to punish for conto ;:-.1~) t . 

4 . No ovidonc o has be en advanc e d t o s h ow that picketing bas actually 
resulted in intorforing with the L7td :.1inistr!1tion of justice . 
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TEXT OF i3ILLS 

H. R. 5647 provides ns follows : 

"Soc . 1507 • Picke ting, parad 111g , ond c'.lus ing nois os in or nonr 
United Stntos courts . 

nwhoovor p~ticipotos in pickoting , pornd .ng , or c nus ine; noises 
in or noor n building whoroin n court of the United Stntos is boing 
hold , or which is boing usod by a juago , juror, witness , or othGr 
c o urt officer , in n mannor which i mpodo s, obstructs , or intorfuros 
with tho ndministrution of justice , shall be finod not more thnn 
$1,000 or imprisoned not moro thnn six months, or both ." 

s. 1681 provides ~s follows : 

"Soc. 1507. Pickoting or pnrnding . 

" ,Vhoovor , with tho intent of intcrforin Viith , obstruct,_n;-· , or 
i mpeding tho ad1n inis trnti on of justice , or w i tr the intont o? influenc
ing any judgo , juror, witness , or court nfficur , in thu ,Jinc'.., ' r--·o of 
his duty , pickets or parades in or no2r '1 building housi_r1 .=; n court of 
tho United States , or in or nL~r o buildinc or rosldoncu occuJiod or 
us ed by such judge , juror, witness , or court officor, or Tiith such in
tent sues any sound truck or simil~r dovico or r esorts to cny othor 
domonstratio1 in or near any such building or rosidonco, shall be fined 
not more than ;)5 , 000 or imprisoned not more t11.nn on0 )u1r , or both . 

H:Nothing in this section shall interfe r e v, i th or provo~1~ tho 
oxorciso by any court of tho United Statos of its power to pu~ish for 
con tempt•" 

., .... -,..,----

9-23-4 9 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi ~11ver: 

September 26, 1949 

If you are disturbed by the present 
tendencies to deny to Communists the civil 
liberties accorded all others, will you join 
in signing the enclosed statement for publica
tion? We wish to emphasize our own traditional 
position by the expression of a group of well
known citizens. 

Our only connection will be to secure 
representative signers and to give out the 
statement. We enclose the list of those in
vited to sign with the understanding that no 
statement will be given out unless a substan
tial number of those invited accept. 

The statement may be slightly modified in 
accordance with any suggestions received, but 
its import will not be changed. May we have 
the privilege of your prompt reply on the en
closed card or by letter? 

airman 



• 

September 26, 1949 

The undersigned group of American citizens who repudiate the police 
state philosophy of Communism, join in expressing their opposition to all 
attempts in the U.S. to outlaw the Communist Party. 

We regard the present attacks upon the rights of Cormnunists as dan
gerous to American civil liberties because the attempt to outlaw one sort of 
propaganda sets the precedent for outlawing others. The U. S. has never out
lawed any political movement, however hateful its doctrine to a majority of the 
people. The sound sense of the American people has always encouraged political 
movements to operate in the open where evil ideas may be combated in free public 
debate. 

We are opposed to any special legislation making the advocacies of 
Communism in themselves criminal. We deplore the growing tendency to extend the 
definitions of Communism to cover all associations and movements in which 
Communists may take part, and thereby to so broaden the attacks as to include 
citizens who have no sympathy with Communism. 

We of course favor the fullest public disclosure of Communist agencies 
and activities. We do not of course oppose the exercise of discretion by public 
officials in examining the political associations of employees in so-called 
sensitive areas of government where special precautions against qualified 
loyalty are necessary. But such measures do not justify resort to any general 
repression or discrimination. 

We oppose all measures aimed at putting penalties upon political 
opinion; all forms of inquisitions into opinion; all censorship or controls by 
public agencies based upon opinions and utterances alone. The sound principle of 
American law is that ideas should be free, and that only acts or incitements to 
them should be punished. That traditional doctrine was never more needed than 
today. 

Where problems of national security are involved, the authorities can 
be counted upon to take the necessary precautions. Such considerations do not 
Justify any wholesale proscription of Communists nor the easy resort to pro
scribing others on the basis of mere association. 

Anti-democratic innuences can best be fought by asserting the 
strength of our democracy, capable of tolerating all propaganda from whatever 
source. To drive any movement underground into secret conspiratorial channels 
or to encourage such methods, is contrary to the American democratic principle. 
On the contrary every encouragement should be given to the fullest freedom of 
expression by Communists as by all others in order that the American people may 
determine through public debate of all issues, the road to progress. Above all, 
we shall not fall victims to adopting the police-state devices of Communists to 
combat them. 
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April 21, 1950 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

AllTHUll GAllPIRU, HAYS 
MolllllS L. ERNST 

c .. au, 

H£1ll1EllT M. LIVY 
S111f Co.,.,,/ 

One of the results of the recent visit of Roger 
Baldwin and Pat alin to Cleveland is an active interest 
on the part of a number of our members in the city to 
set up an affiliated committee to work on local civil 
liberties issues. Ve want to give this group every 
encouragement possible. 

Would you be willin to serve as one of the spon
sors of the Cleveland Com ,i ttee, along vith other prominent 
citizens whose cooperation the group is enlisting? Mr . 
O.H. Steiner, President, Turner Pr nting fJiachinery, Inc., 
2630 Payne venue, Clevelan::i 14, has been chosen as the 
temporary chairman. 

We would appreciate it if you would indicate to him 
your interest in the local group ; it is important that 
they have your support at the initial sta e of organiza
tion. 

GER/cs 

Sincerely, 
/' 

~~ ~ 
George E. Rundquist 
Assistant Director 
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THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

Dr. Edwin A. Brown 
Executive Director 

Mr■• Sparrow 
!he !ample 
.Anael Rd. at~. 105th 
Cl wel and 6, Ohio 

Dear Mra. Sparrow: 

Auguet 27 • 1954 

714 Perry Payne Building 
740 W. Superior Avenue 

Cleveland 13, Ohio 

SUperior 1-6276 

Jhcloaed ia a cop7 ot our new 1tate letterhead 

liating Rabbi SilTer a• a umber of the General. Cbmaitt••• 

I recall from ov phone conver1ation laet month that 70u 

requeated copie1 ot both the 1tate and Cleveland letter

head tor 70,r tilea. 

Sincerely 70ur■, 

pt~~ 
Karcia Plotkin 
Office Secretary 

Jesse Cavileer, Chairman, Cleveland Clearing House on Civil libertiet 
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Harry Weinraub 
Dr. David Williams 

Francis R. Bacon 
Dean of the School of 
Architecture, WRU 

Henry Miller Busch 
Professor of Sociology, 'Yi'RU 

Edgar S. Byers 
Attorney 

Miss Harriet Eells 

GREATER CLEVELAND BRANCH 

Dear Friend: 

At a recent meeting of Greater Cleveland members of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, it was voted unanimously to establish a local chapter. 

Because of increasing tensions in our country and throughout the world, the 
civil rights of individuals and minorities are being subjected to greater risk 
of violation. 

Many organizations have sprung up in recent years to combat some phase 
of these encroachments. In numerous cases, their usefulness has been viti-

ated because of political bias or other suspected motives. 

The American Civil Liberties Union is the only national, non-partisan organiza
tion defending the Bill of Rights for all peoples without distinction or com
promise. For more than thirty years, it has championed the right of every 
American to freedom of speech, press, religion, and assembly. It stands on 
the general principle that democracy lives by the freedom of its citizens to 
speak, publish, worship, and assemble. 

This invitation to join is being sent to a group of citizens whom we believe are 
aware of the impending dangers and are sympathetic with the purposes of 
this great organization. 

We hope you will fill out and mail at once the application for membership 
which is attached. 

Marvin C. Harrison 
Attorney 

Perry B. Jackson 
Judge of the Municipal 
Court 

Mrs. Russell W. Jelliffe 
Co-Director, Xaramu 
Theatre 

Mrs. Daniel E. Morgan 

Sincerely yours, 

0. H. Steiner 

Temporary Chairman 

SPONSORS 

Rev. Robert Killam 
The First Unitarian 
Church 

John W. Love 
The Cleveland Preas 

George Trundle 
President. Trundle 
Engineering Company 

Rev. Francis B. Sayre, Jr. 
St. Paul's Epiacopal Church 
of East Cleveland 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Dr. Carl F. Wittke 
Dean of the Graduate 
School, WRU 



Miss Emily L. Rounds 
Temporary Secretary-Treasurer 
2420 Eaton Road 
University Heights 18, Ohio 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Frank Baldau 
Harry Barron 
Rev. Samuel H. Cassel. Jr. 
Edmund Vance Cook, Jr. 
Keynon Cromer 
Dr. Stanton Ling Davis 
Jock G. Day 
Robert Friedman 
Edward R. Gibson 
Mrs. Ann Fagan Ginger 
Danforth R. Hale 
Mrs. Eva W. Hartman 
Mrs. Christian Hoffmann 
Alfred Hollander 
Sidney Josephs 
Charles Lucas 
Joseph Manlet 
Ray Manlet 
Aaron W. Newman 
Edward S. Newman 
Chat Paterson 
John G. Pegg 
Martin Richardson 
Zolton Roseman 
Ralph Rudd 
Dr. Richard A. Schermerhorn 
Dr. D. R. Sharpe 
Rev. Wayne Shuttee 
Robert Stafford 
Roland H. Strasshofer, Jr. 
William K. Thomas 
Dr. William E. Umbach 
Sidney Vincent 
Harry Weinraub 
Dr. David Williams 

Francis R. Bacon 
Dean of the School of 
Architecture, WRU 

Henry Miller Busch 
Professor of Sociology, WRU 

Edgar S. Byers 
Attorney 

Mias Harriet Eells 

GREATER CLEVELAND BRANCH 

......,93 

October 4th. 1950 

Dear Fellow Member: 

0. H. Steiner 
Temporary Chairman 
2630 Payne A venue 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The charter meeting of the Greater Cleveland Chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union will be held at 8 PM on October 13th at the Board of Education 
Auditorium. 

The Honorable Arthur Garfield Hays, lawyer, author, and General Counsel 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, will be our guest speaker. Among his 
many outstanding services: he was associated with Clarence Darrow in the 
famous Tennessee Scopes trial; he was a member of the Commission of Inquiry 
on the trial of Draja Mihailovich in 1948; he made a survey of civil liberties 
in the American Zone of Occupation in Europe under military government at 
the invitation of General Clay. His record of service in the field of civil liberties 
is an imposing one and he has written many books on the subject. 

The program schedule follows: 8 PM sharp, The Honorable Arthur Garfield 
Hays; 8:45 question period; 9:15 Report of Committee on By-Laws, Mr. Marvin 
Harrison, Chairman; 9:30 Report of Nominating Committee, Mr. Edgar Byers, 
Chairman; 9:40 new business; 10 PM sharp, adjournment. 

We are witness to a dangerous rise of mass hysteria and steady curtailment 
of individual civil liberties. To cite only a few: General Foods cancels a TV 
artist's contract without a hearing because of unproven charges that this artist 
is a Communist. Citizens of a Missouri town take the law into their own hands 
and break up a meeting of Jehovah's Witnesses. 

These are but a few examples of the hysteria which is threatening individual 
freedom in the name of national security. Civil liberties are the difference 
between democracy and its totalitarian enemy. 

You are a charter member of the Greater Cleveland Chapter. Help make 
this first meeting significant. Bring at least one friend with you. 

Demonstrate your opposition to totalitarianism and your faith in American 
Democracy through your attendance. 

Marvin C. Harrison 
Attorney 

Perry B. Jackson 
Judge of the Municipal 
Court 

Mrs. Russell W. Jelliffe 
Co-Director, Karamu 
Theatre 

Mrs. Daniel E. Morgan 

0. H. Steiner 
Temporary Chairman 

SPONSORS 

Rev. Robert Killam 
The First Unitarian 
Church 

John W. Love 
The Cleveland Press 

George TNndle 
President. Trundle 
Engineering Company 

( 

l . "V 

Rev. Francia B. Sayre, Jr. 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
of East Cleveland 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Dr. Carl F. Wittke 
Dean of the Graduate 
School, WRU 
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