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r O CURB l'A~CIST AC'l'lVITlES 
ADCJP TED PY THE BO ~D OF' DI 1EC 110~-;S 

OF TES CIVIL LIBSRTI:SS U1.JION 
, 1938 , 

AND ?R"SS"SNTED B7 A SPEClAL cor.~· ' I'1"1':E 
TO TF"S EEf:BEf. 8 OF TIE BOARD 

The undersigned members of a special committee appointed by the 

Board to recommend legislation to curb Fascist activities in the 

ilnited ~tates have considered all the available proposals in the li _h t 

of the e/.perience of Zuropean democracies . 

~e are confronted at once by the problem of how far so - called 

Fascist activities can be controlled without doinr~ violence to the 

ryrinciples of civil liberty. 

~tanding on its historic interpretation of civil liberties , the 

American Civil Liberties Union could not sponsor legislation which 

penalizes opinion or activities not associated ~ith violence, coercion, 

or preparation for violence . In dealine with Fascist activities the 

line should sharply be dra1r.1 at that point . Legislation hich aims at 

controlling violence or preoarations for it is legitimate . Legislation 

t, hi c h 1\10 u l d v i o late the c i v i l r i 11 ht s of Fa s c i st s and a 11 o the r s in a 

democracy• ould be indefansible . If such lt;gislation ,,ere aimed at a 

specific proup it could easily becomd a weapon a gainst oth r £Toups , 

as uX"')erienco under the so-called nti-rTazi Law in 1r8 r Jers0y has 

vhown . 

The argument is also m&d8 that some legal distinction can be 

successfully drawn b1.:it,,,d0n propag nda bJ American citizens and fascist 

?ropa~andn from abroad by its agents h~re . No such line can be 

succu ssfully draNn , 3.S all 1.:xper icnce sho1 s . Foreign propagandists 

aru ruadily dis~uised unaer th cloak of com~ercial and professional 

:i.ctiviti~s. 
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Th~ir subsidies ~ro so p1id ns not to be tr~caable . ~ny lc~1l re

strictions on their import0d printed prop:i.ganda ,ould h3vc to be 

couched in such torms ~s to aff0ct other for0ign prop'lq~nda ~s ~011 , 

;.nd to viol.J.to fr00dom of publicqtion 1.nd distribution . 

----------~---·--
Th0 F~scist :,:,ctiviti"s 3.p~:>:1.runt in tl10 Unite:d 3t:i.tes , ~n'linst 

which logisl1.tion is urg0d 'lre : 

1 . The orgmiz1tion of c~mps in rur~l districts , p~rticul'lrly 

by pro -N1zi Germ~n A:nuric1ns , ,hure milit~rv tr~ining is s:i.id to be 

or g.'1 izud . 

2 . Parades in cities by German-~merican [roups ~earinc bro n 

shirts and carrying Swastika flags , sometimes provocatively conducted 

in districts inhabited by dazi ooponants . 

3 . Collaboration between Ger:nan -American prop1eanda. agencies 

allegedly financed by the Ger~an government and such native organiza

tions of Fascist tendency as the Silver Shirts , the Ku Klux Klan and 

the like . 

1 . Propaganda by pro-Nazi elements arousing h1tred of Jews and 

other racial minorities . 

5 . Boycott or intimidation by repr8sent1tives of F~scist 

govern;nents of businass stnd professio 1:!.l men in 1 t1.li::1.1 3.nd Ger,n:in 

'.lnd other com;;1uni ties 1 {ho :ire known to be o.nti - F:iscist . 

6 . 3ecret societies such ~s the ~ilver Shirts :i.nd the Ku Klux 

Kl~n ~hich '.lim to usurp government~! functions or to exercise priv~te 

viol --n ce . 

It will be seen thnt of the nbove forms of so - c~lled F1.scist 

1. c t i v i t i e s , mo st. o f t hG m ~ f .f e ct c: o :nm uni ti e s o f th t: f or e i gn - bo r n -;.n d 

th'3ir i ., ;nedi:itc descendqnts "1here loy:ilty is divided bet, 0 n the 

(more) 
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Gn i te d St ate s and co u.n tr i e s of th t.: i r or i gin. This type of Fascist 

activities is th~refor6 confined to the large foreign-born com:nunitivs, 

particularly alone the Atlantic Seaboard and especially in and around 

Ne~ York City. The nativ0 movom~nts which may b0 properly described 

as Fascist in tvndcncy aro more widely distributed , particularly in 

the :niddlc wost and south . Strong in th0 heyday of the Ku Klux Klan , 

they 1r8 obviously wl"Jak and unimportant today. 

,..,h.., 
.i ..., probldm of dealing ~ith thu n~tivc movements of Fascist 

character by la~ h3.s t:i.ken the form, first, of prosecutions for acts 

of viol nee , second, of prohibiting m:i.skod p:1r'ldes in public . '11h0 

l~ws adopted in~ number of st~tes during the ~r~~test 'lCtivity of the 

Klan, p2rticul3.rly in the north :1nd middle west prohibiting m:isked 

p3.r'J.dus on the ground of their inti.nid:iting c~·1:-. r:i.cter, 1vcre effective . 

The Civil Liberties Un ion supported them , :i.lthough it h'ls :..1 1'\TJ.ys 

uph - l d the ri gh t of the Ku Klux Klan ~s of ~ny oth0r group, to p ~rado 

without a1'lsks. 

As r0 rr:i.rds tha for0ign F~scist mov~Jcnts , tao only spcci:i.l log

isl-it ion "J.doptud is, :1s h:i.s boJn s1.id , th1; so-c..,_ll;:,,d Nw ·111 J~rsoy :1nti 

E:1zi s t-:>.tute, ~,hi ch punishes the di....,tribution of :i.ny "Tri tt0n or 

pr in t e d m '.l t e r i :i. l , " r1 hi c h '.l d v o c '1. t e s h 'J. t r e d , v i o 1 enc o or ho s t i 1 i t y 11 

::i.~:i.inst 'l.ny ~roup of persons by re -::.n on of the ir "r :-1. c ~, color , ruli <; ion 

Tt.8 only pros0cution unde r it w:-i.s 1."-:-.inst J .;hov -ihs 11Jitn0 ssc;s for Lmti-

'I'h~ pros1;.;cutions 1 :t; rv dropnod ,-,1 ... n the c8n

victions rng rC 'l.Dpe~lud . 

::., o th st at ~ and f u d.:) r a 1 1 a r., al r o ad y d -c a 1 u f' f e c t iv v l y "1 i t h a 11 

for;n of forcible r G"' istanc1; to la,,, and ··•it~1 violence. Fuderal 

statutes control tho '">ale and hip:i10nt of small fir~-arm~. In ;-nany 

stat'-' s th0 la,~ or oqJ bits tho for ina t ion of mi 1 i tar y compani0 s othtJr 
( mort:) 
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than thos0 publicly authorized. Ft.deral la··, prohibits the we ar in e of 

military uniforms so similar to the arm0d forc e s of the U. S. that th~y 

may be confused ~ith them. Many statd laws, as has beun noted, pro

hibit ~ask~d assemblag&s or parades. 

I~ will thus be se~n that practically all forms of violence or 

pr~parations for viol0nce are covered by federal or state laws; and 

in :nany states th(! ro aru prohibitions upon other forms of activities 

associat ed vith Fascism. 

Certain European democracies have gonb much further. Som0 of 

th0m d0signat e by law unlawful societieo, covering groups preparing to 

usurp ~overnm~ntal functions. Others rostrict propaganda aimed against 

d0~ocratic institutions or punish incitement to hatrad of other 

sGctions of the population. In England and a f c ~ other democraQic~ 

la~1s have been passed in rocunt years pro hi bi ting the wearing of poli t

ic al unifor :ns in public. 

In our judgment all of these restraints in Europ0an democraci~s 

violate democratic rights and aro dangerous in th0 hands of admini s 

trative officials who may a?ply them not only to Fascists but to labor 

and progressive groups as ,~11. C0rt1inly none of thB above propo s3.ls 

except possibly prohibiting the v0aring of political uniforms cm be 

de f ended ~ithin the fram ework of democr3.cy. But even that raises such 

s~rious questions a s to be objectionable. ~h~t in a politic~! uniform? 

How can it b\3 distin guished fr om 1n 3.r;n band, a shirt, 3. C'l.p of a 

particular color, 3. flag? European 13.ws do not define uniforms. ~a 

v~nturc to s1y that it is i~possible to define them in law. Even if 

a de finition could be successfully m3.de it obviously ,ould striku at 

111 p'l.r1des 1nd groups with a politic'l.l purpo se. It would 1ffect 

(more) 
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. , • '"'eoublican or Democratic Party parades ,~,i th arm bands, banners or caps 

just as it would a Fascist demonstration and might affect parades of 

;~asons & Knights Templar. 

Further:nore, there is not yet in the United States any Fascist 

political movement of such consequence as to call for such legislation. 

The only Fascist political uniforms ~orn in public are those of the 

Italian and German organizations and those in a very restricted area 

and rarely. 

The Civil Liberties Union has long opposed any prohibition upon 

C:l.rrying flags in public :is a symbol of a political movement. The 

Supreme Court of the United States has pretty well knocked out the 

anti-red-flag laws. No distinction can be made between c1rrying 3 

flag which is the symbol of a native or international movement and a 

flJ.p which represents a foreign government. The Irish flag is carried 

in St . P::itrick' s D:-ty ; parades. The fl::\gs of other n~tions are cJ.rried 

in p~r:ides by sons and daughters living in . me ric3.. Any prohibition 

aimed 1t J. Fascist symbol would re1ch t hem as well. 

The problem of par1d~s in bro"n shirts with Sw~stikas, which 

has 1roused so much discussion, c ... nnot in our judg:11ent be :itt:icked 

except :is a police regulation. The right to parade should never be 

denied, but it m:iy be regulated in accord~nco with conditions of 

tr1ffic. 'RThere J. p~rJ.do obviously ~ims :it intimidJ.tion and violence, 

1nd where violence cm be plainly demonstr~t~d to h~ve resulted be

yond police power to control, ~sin tha c:ise of Klan demonstr~tions 

in Negro districts, police regulJ.tion in routing such p~r~dos into 

s~fc districts ~~y bo ~1rranted . Cert~inly the problem justifies 

no legisl:ition tod~y. 

The N:izi tr~ining c:imps which prompted the Dupa.rtment of Justice 

to 1n investig~tion 1pparontly offer no problam for legislation. The 

(more) 
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report of the Depart.1~ent of Justice mal·es clear t hat no ille -al activi

ties take place. No ar:ns are used. There is n o preparation for the 

use of arms. 

Concerning boycott or intimidation by representatives of Fascist 

~overn:nents of anti-Fascists, all that can be done is to protest to 

the ~tate Department against improper activities by consular or other 

forei~n officials , when directed a~ainst American citizens. Ko ex

ceptions can be taken unfortunately to boycotts or intimidation of 

their own countrymen unless some law concerning violence or coercion 

is violated. 

In accordance with the principle that ~ascist activities like 

others should be restrained only when th0y partake of the nature of 

violence or the preparation for it, tha Civil Liberties Union will 

seek fadoral legislation prohibiting the for~ation of private military 

forces and the prohibition of privatu military training. By this is 

m~~nt of course military training and milit2ry forces not authorized 

by tho ~ovorn:nunt. r-: ilitary tr2inin~ in schools is tod3.y cv0rywhoro 

under the sup0rvision of the ~ar Dcp1rtm0nt . Ther is little ovidenc0 

of ~ny oth3r ~ilit'J.ry tr2ining or th0 org1nization of priv2t0 ~ilit ~ry 

forces , but th0 t0nd-.:ncios of '.J. F~scist :nov ~110nt 'J.rc: :ilw'J.y s to develop 

it. Such tcndencias ~ould justify tho 0n2ctmunt of such lugisl~tion. 

None of tho other propos'J.ls for r0str~ining F~scist ~ctivitios 

justifies our support ; indeed ~ost of them ,ould m rit opposition. 

(Sign d) Arthur G~rficld H~ys 
Rog~r ~illi~m Riis 
10 o H:iz0n 
Lucille B. Miln0r 
Oswald Garrison Vill~rd 
.Ro gc r r • B~ l d ,, in 

l.J. lf' /J JL I 1!. #I # IJJL.11. #1 ###I L 1n 11 ,rrr iT ,, ,r rr :r 



C hlli"""" 
FLORINA LASKER 

Co•nstl 
OSMOND K. FRAENKEL 

I!.xte•tifft Co••ill,, 
ALEXANDER BLANCK 
S. JOHN BLOCK 
DAVID L. CLENDENIN 
HERBERT D. DAVID 
MARY WARE DENNEIT 
VICTOR S. GETINEll 
LEE HAZEN 
BLANCHE HOFRICHTEll 
JOHN PAUL JONF.S 
CAROL KING 
WILUAM PICKENS, Ja. 
HARRIET P. PILPEL 
HARRY A. POTH, Ja. 
SAMUEL P. PUNER 
FREDERICK REUSTLE 
HAZEL RICE 
SAMUEL SLAFF 
KA THERINE TERRILL 

AdrnsorJ Co•ndl 
LOUIS ADAMIC 
MAXWELL ANDEllSON 
ERNEST ANGEL 
ERNEST SUTHERLAND BATES 
STEPHEN VINCENT BENET 
FRANK BERNER 
ALFRED M. BINGHAM 
DR. BEN ZION BOSKER 
LEROY BOWMAN 
ELEANOR BRANNAN 
PAUL P. BRISSENDEN 
JOHN CHAMBElU.AIN 
MALCOLM COWLEY 
J. H. R. CROMWELL 
ELEANOR DEMING 
DALEDaWlTI 
JOHN A. PISKE 
DOROTHY FOSDICK 
LEWIS GANNETT 
SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 
A. L. GOLDWATER 
NATHAN GREENE 
NICHOLAS KELLEY 
HARRY L. LURIE 
ARCHIBALD MAcLElSH 
VITO MARCANTONIO 
JAMES E. MENDENHALL 
WESLEY C. MITCHELL 
HENRY NEUMANN 
REINHOLD NIEBUHR 
JEREMIAH A. o·LEARY 
GUY EMERY SHIPLER 
SAMUEL D. SMOLEPP 
ARTHUR E. SUFFERN 
ORDWAYTEAD 
CHARLES WEBBER 
WUIS WEINSTOCK 
MRS. C. D. WILLIAMS 

S,cr,111,1 
MARJORIE F. GOLDSTEIN 

~111 

NEW YORK OTY 

CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE 
(Affilia1ed wilh the Amerfra Ci11il Liberties U11io11) 

31 UNION SQUARE, WEST 
Nnr YOH. N. Y. 

G&imer,1 7-4330 

February 9, 1938 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sliver 
The Temple 
East 105th street and Ansel R0ad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter 
sent to Mr. Leonard s. Beller, Executive 
Secretary of the American Committee for 
Anti-Nazi Literature in reference to his 
proposed attempt to stop the meeting of 
the German-American Bund at Madison 
Square Garden February 20th, expressing 
our point of view. 

We hope that you will join with us 
in expressing a similar opinion in a 
letter to Mr. Beller. 

FL:GB 
enc. 

Sincerely yours) 

-~ ~ 
Florina Lasker 

Chairman 



(Copy) 

February a, 1939 

Mr. Leonard s. Beller 
American Committee for Anti-Nazi Literature 
20 Vesey Street, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Beller: 

Your letter of January 27, 1939, to members 
of the American Committee for Anti-Nazi Literature 
suggesting stopping the German-American Bund meeting 
at Madison Square Garden on February 20th has been 
brought to our attention. 

We vigorously protest this attempt. The 
right of any group to hold a meeting, no matter how 
repugnant this group's principles are to you, is a 
fundamental part of the Bill of Bights. UnAmericanism 
cannot be fought with further UnAmericanism. 

Your letter states: "Sentiment against this 
meeting has risen so high among the people of New York, 
disastrous results may take place were this meetin g held 
as per schedule. :i This is the language of Mayor Hague. 
It should be clear to you that to urge bannin g a meeting 
because there is a possibility of "disastrous results" 
sets a dangerous precedent. Such a doctrine could result 
in banning all meetings of a controversial nature. The 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals, discussing this 
doctrine in the case of Hague v. the Committee for 
Industrial Organization and the American Civil Liberties 
Union recently said: "Applying the appellants doctrine 
literally, political speakers might not stump a city in 
an election if their opponents objected to what they had 
to say and threatened disorder. The strict application of 
such a rule would result eventually in the existence of 
but one political party as is now the case under 
total! tarian governments." 

Your co:n.ni ttee, or any group disapprovinG 
of this meeting, has the right to express its disapproval 
by other democratic methods such as picketing, boycotting 

(more) 



2- Mr. Leonard S. Beller 

and counter-meetings. 

Any attempt to restrain the German
American Bund from the free exercise of its 
constitutional ri ghts will be fought by us. 
We shall use our best efforts to see that the 
meeting is adequately protected by the police 
and that any counter-meeting or picketing is 
also adequately protected. 

We earnestly urge upon you the wisdom 
of desisting from further attempts to interfere 
with this assemblage, and confine your opposition 
to legitimate methods of protest. Only as the 
rights of your enemies are fully assured are 
your own rights safe. 

FL:GB 

Sincerely yours, 

Florina Lasker 
Chairman 

Osmond K. Fraenkel 
Counsel 



• FOUNDED IN 1894 

ARCHIE H. GREENBERG 
Senior Vice Command« 

M. L MECKENBERG 
Junior Vice Commander 

PARKWAY POST No. 61 
0ewis-h 'Wen., Vete-rans- of the LJ nited States-

VICTOR SCHILLER, Commandrr 
302 Glenmore An. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WOnh 2-8955 Al'TEllNOONS 

l ovember 3. 1938 

IRVING GOLDBERG 
Adjutant Dear Dr. ilver, 

719 East N. Y. Ave. Bldyn 

SAUL FARBER 
~artennutec 

328 Ocean Parkway, Bldyn 
Windsor 8-6626 

ALBERT A. LEWIS 
Otairman 

M~p Committee 
500 Montaomery St., Bldyn 

PResident 3-3388 

EDGAR H. BURMAN 
Ownnan 

Public Relations Committee 
INgenoll 2-9296 

ISIDOR BOOKBINDER 
Officer of the Day 

PHIWP ROSENBLUM 
Otaplain 

DR. HARRY H. FRIEDMAN 
Surgeon 

HERBERT BERMAN 
Judge Advocate 

SAM LIPPMAN 
Welfare Officrr 

TaUttliES 

M. EDWIN LEVY 

WM. A. MAYERS 

AL. A. LEWIS 

One of the members of our ?oat has referred a letter 
ap~ealing for contributions which he had received from e orga ization called .. J. merican Uommi ttee f or .anti-1 azi 
.Literature"" ich has as its chairman .illiam E. Dodd. Jr. 
an you, Dr . .dl>ba hill el ..>il ver as one o • its many oo .. sore 
Its lists as its activi~ies: 

. ~o ive financial aid to the oo osition ovement 
wi thi uerrnany. 

2. To expose axi i :a-oads in .America. 

3. o distribute literature i the unite ~tates 
settin forth t e tr e ·tate o! t f airs in ~ernan. 

I shoul l ~Ke to bring it before ,arkway Post ff6I, 
Je1rish .ar Veterans of the u. s. i or action b t only 
~~o~ the verificutio s of its authenticy bJ 1 ou . 

Until I hear irom rou ·vhic , .1. ho11e 'iill be 
next • .. ~uHes ay, or reg lar eetirg night, .l 

1.1.e oo of our Ji erican 1 eals anc.L the safety: 
security of our peo~le. 

before 
for · 
n 

Very respectfull yours, 
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Dr.Hr R. ,rid n 
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE for ANTI-NAZI LITERATURE 
SUITE 302 .. 20 VESEY STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

REc:tor 2•'867 
January 27, 1939 

Choiffllan: WILLIAM E. Dooo. Ja. Dr. Abba Hill el Silver 

Road 

Cable Address: 
Cf re&NreT: s. D. DoUGUS T emnl e Emanuel LITCOM 
Executive Secre'4ry: LEONAIU) s. BBLLH105- St. & Ansel 

Advise-rs on Anti•Nci LitncatuT'e 

fa.JNCE HUBEi.TU& %.U loEWBNITBIN 

( Gnman Catholic LeadCT') 

DR. KUI.T ROSENPBLD 

(FoYfflu MinistCT" of Justice in .PnaaN) 

Spouon: 
CilLETON BEALi 

T. A. BISSON 

HAU.IET STANTON BLATCH 

ANITA BLOC~ 

5. )OHN BLOC~ 

Da. BAllllTT H. Cua~ 
PaOP. THOMAS C. C.00HaAN 

MALCOLM CowLEY 

ICATE CaANE•GAllTZ 

DL WALTER DAMI.OSCH 

Pl.OP. )OHN DEWEY 

D1.. JOHN LovEJOY ELUOTT 

Da. H. C. ENGELBIU!CHT 

MAllTHA GllAHAM 

PllOP. ALBEI.T GUEllAJlD 

Pa.OP. Aue! HAMILTON 

Moss ffAllT 

I. A. fflllSCHMANN 

Roc~wELL KENT 

Dol.OTHY KENYON 

Pa.OP, WM. ff. ICJLPATI.ICJt 

FUDA ICJJlCHWEY 

JUSTICE ANNA M. Ju.osa 
)UDGB s. D. LEVY 

PaoP. EouAIU> C. UNDBMAH 

PROP. R. M. MAclvn 
ANNIE NATHAN M2n1. 

LEWIS MuMPORD 

Dll. HENRY NEUMANN 

PllOP. PREDElo It L 5cHUMAN 

Ros1~A ScttwIMMER 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SJLVEll 

LEE SIMONSON 

CARL VAN DOREN 

LILLIAN D. WALD 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May we call your attention to the a.mazing fact that 
the German-American Bund, the organization of which 
Fritz Kuhn is the notorious leader, has leased Mad
ison Square Garden for a Bund meeting? 

This meeting - misleadingly called "A Pro-American 
Rally and George Washington Birthday Exercises for 
"True Americanism" - is .scheduled to be held at the 
Garden on February 20th. The accompanyin6 composite 
illustrates what the Nazis mean by "True Americanism." 

We are sure you realize that this meetin
0 

- anti
democratic, anti-semitic and an attempt at a show of 
strength for the American azis - should be stopped, 
if we are to conduct a successful fight against IJazi 
encroachments in the United States. 

It is only when the voices of the American people are 
raised in protest against such displays of un-American 
activities can we effectively defend the American prin
ciples of democracy. 

WE BELIEVE - AS YOU DO - IN CIVIL LIBERTIES - BUT 
NOT IN TREASON! ! 

We therefore respectfully call upon you, as one who is 
fully aware of the dangers of Nazism, to send us a 
statement in which you make clear your objections to 
this meeting, pennitting us to forward your protest to 
the press for publication and to the Board of Directors 
of Madison Square Garden for consideration. 

Sentiment against this meeting has risen so hit:h an1ong 
the people of New York, disastrous results may take 
place were this meeting held as per schedule. 

May we hear from you at your earliest convenience? 

Leonard S. Beller 
Executive Secretary 
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE for ANTI-NAZI LITERATURE 
SUITE 302 , 20 VESEY STREET 

Chairman: WILLIAM E. DODD, JR. 

'Treasurer: S. D. DouGLIS 

NEW YORK CITY 

REctor 2,f867 
Cable Address: 

Febru~ry 14 , 1939 LITCOM 

Executive Secretary: LEONARD S. BEL LEI. 

Advisers on Anti-Nazi Literature 
PRINCE HUBERTUS ZU LoEWENSTEIN 

(German Catholic Leader) 
DR. KURT ROSENFELD 

(Former Minister of Justice in Prussia) 

Sponsors: 

CARLETON BEALS 

T. A. BISSON 

HARRJET STANTON BLATCH 

ANITA BLOCK 

5. JOHN BLOCK 

PROF. FRANZ BOAS 

DR. B ,\RRETT H. CLARK 

PROP, THOMAS C. CoCHRAN 

MALCOLM CoWLEY 

KATE CRANE-GARTZ 

DR. WALTER DAMROSCH 

PROP. JOHN DEWEY 

DR. ]OHN LOVEJOY ELLIOTT 

DR. H. C. ENGELBRECHT 

MARTHA GRAHAM 

PROP. ALBERT GUERARD 

PROP. ALICE HAMILTON 

Moss HART 

I. A. HIRSCHMANN 

RocJCWELL KENT 

DOROTHY KENYON 

PROP. WM. H. KILPATRICJC 

FREDA KIRCH WEY 

JUSTICE ANNA M. KROSS 

JUDGE S. D. LEVY 

PROF. EDUARD C. LINDEMAN 

PROF. R. M. MACIVER 

ANNIE NATHAN MEYER 

LEWIS MUMFORD 

DR. HENRY NEUMANN 

PROP. FREDERICK L SCHUMAN 

RosJKA SCHWIMMER 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

LEE SIMONSON 

CARL VAN DOREN 

LILLIAN D. WALD 

Dr . bb , Hillel oil ver 
Ecst 105th Street at nsel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

o .d 

Dec.r Dr. ilver: 

In reply to your letter of the 12t, in reg,rd to the 
Bund ecting, ple~se understand that t e letter sent 
out by our Co :ittee \as sent Pt the express instruc
tion of our ,embership for the purpose of obta i ning 
consensus of opinion of the people of this city. 

::e f lly reelize, of course, the i plic tions of the 
privilege of civil liberties which ni~ht so easily 
lead to the so-cc,lled "martyrdom" of the und. 1 .e 
a so realize that civil liberties cc.n be mr,liciouc y 
misused by t"1ose w ose sole purpose is t e destruc ~ion 
of cen ocr1.-.CY so th'- t civil libert i es i ght easily be
come c trnvcsty nd the Bill of Right s scrcp of p~per . 

Ti1e lett er sent out 1 et 7 i t.1 two opinions - nt 1ely, 
thct vhic pointed out the d~n~er of deprivinc people, 
even the Bund vi th its lien doctrines , of their civil 
liberties, e..nd thet rhich stroJt).y n intoine thct the 
question of civil liberties does not even remotely 
enter into this matter. 

1Lay we quote from a letter received from Prof. F1~8nz 
Boas , of the Depc:,rtment of nthropolo _ , coiumbia, U. : 

T. 

11 ••• I hope that your Committee ... will see 
to it th t the public is forew rned. 11 

is on, of the Foreign Policy Association 1rites: 

11 ••• The unashc ed use of anti- Semitism in 
the circulal's sdvertisinc; t e Jund r eeting 
is a tr ,vesty on the •true mericunism' 
,hich this rou_ professes to advoc t~ .. 
I stron ly :·se that the Bo1.. r d of irectors 
oft e di on Squ .re Gnrden reconsider its 
de ision to lease the G rden to the Germ n-
1 er· can Bund. n 
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urice P. D~vidson, Es_., of the Fusion P rty rites: 

" ... The proposed ss demonstr tion ... 
is a cle r atte ut to rally ele ents 
opoosed to ... iericc.n institutions. The 
tme s arrived 7hen eric must de-
fend itself not only from enc ics abro d 
but from subversive fore c in our 1i dst ... 
Our den ocrrc.. c .n ri6htly be chc r . .,ed •it 
weal ness if... e snould llo ·., t~ e Germt; n-
. eric,:n Fund to continue to nursue its 
tre sonoble .ctivity by ron g nd nd as 
eetin s. 11 

Councilm~n lbert D. ::;ch nzer ites: 

" ... T e Bund meeting .sks for I pro or 
tion te renresent~tiont in the conduct 
of the nation. T1( t ans th t the zis 
in meric are getting re dy to ast: for 
representation for themselves s lazis. 
This ould be the fir t blo ... it ust 
be prevented." 

Te ~jor portion o~ the letters receivec in this 
office s result of our ori 0 inc,.l co1. unic, tion 
h ve been overn1elmingl in favor of preventin this 
meetin from bein0 .eld. 

ouever, since we sent our originPl letter, e hcve 
a-oided by ti_e wishes of t· ose of ou correspondents 
who e pressed the vie th~ the question of civil 
liberties nd free speech is involved. 

Our Co ittee is now direccinf its fforts tow~r~s 
an educption 1 expose of the German- mericcn Bund 

nu its thre t to ericrn democr cy, in cooperat ion 
ith nd under the lea.derslip of the Descendents of 

the mcric n Revolution. ncloseJ. herc'\7i th you l ill 
find a brochure issued in this connection. 

Trusting this explPn tion meets with your pprov .1 , 
e re 

incerel yours, 

✓ 
Leonard • eller 

L :EL E .. ecutive ecretlry 
<-. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silv er . 
TH ~ T~ JPLE 

0 : t. -. A s el R a 
Ohio. 
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