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RABBI SAMUEL WOHL 

CINCINNATI, CHIC 

rch 12, 1943 

Dr. bba Hillel ~ilver 
The Temp e 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Road 

Cleveland, Dhio 

~f.r Dr. Silver: 

lPrivate and confiden ial} 

1 h&V3 received some information that the gentlemen or 

the American Council for Judaism will try to use the 

r.onvention of the Union, which is to be he 1 soon in 
New -xork, as a forum tor their view , bel eving as they 

do that the lay mber or th U~io are anti-Zionist. 

The program as sent out by the un on Ottice ignores the 

controversy. 

Some of the New York heavyweignts, with their colleegues 

from Philadelph a and BaltiMore, will be prepared to do 

all they can. 

It h~s occurred to me Jhat soms o us ought to be a ually 

pre ared, ~ not only by attending all the sass o of 
the Convention, but to see to it t hat somo of our lay­

men are or the type ho will defend our point of vie , 

and that no dama~e is dona. 

Since t e selection of delegate is rather loose, and is 

gen~rally don by appointment of the Presi ants of' the 

local congr gation, you y see to it that ce tain people 

should go there, o that the Union may remain friendly 

to our ea u3e • 

With tll good ishes to you arrl you , I am 

ly yours, 

SW: 
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Z5he cAmerican ~ouncil for Judaism, 1nc. 

RABBI ELMER BERGER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

1001 KEYSTONE STATE BLDG. 

1321 ARCH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNA. 

.h ~di t or 
In 2pend~nt Jevish r ESS ervic~ , Inc . 
207 th venue 
1re w York , J.:r . Y. 

Dear Sir: 

.rtugust 27 , 19 

~he enclose rel ase resents the official position 

RITTENHOUSE B3 57 

o the .J. -rican uounc il for Judaism, Inc ., together with a 
listing of its officers and the en orsemEnts of representative 
Jews from all over the country. 

_ogether ith the release I am enclosing th complete 
text of the vouncil ' s statem~nt together with a list of some 
of the outstan i Jews vho have en orsea its position. 

Any consideration that you TI'/3.y give this releas e ·vill 
b~ gr atly appreci~ted . 

Yery truly yours , 

, ·xecutive Se retary 
r ,vIL ... . Ju.J.n l::5 .~ , Inc . 
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STATEM!~NT 
of 

T"rlE .AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM, me. 

The .American Council for Judaism, Inc. was organized to present the views of 

Aiooricans of Jewish faith on problems affecting the future of their own lives and 

the lives of world Jewry in the present hour of world confusion. 

The Council reaffirms the historic truth that the Jews of the world share 

common traditions and ethical concepts which find their derivation in the same 

religious source. For countless generations, "Hear, 0 Israel• The Lord our God, 

the lord is One", has been the universal ory that has united all Jews in trial and 

tribulation, in suffering, hunger and want, in despair - and in achievement. It 

is still the concept which distinguishes Jews as a religious group. 

Racist theories and nationalistic philosophies, that have beco~ prevalent 

in recent years, have caused untold suffering to the world and particularly to 

Jews. Long ago they became obsolete as realities in Jewish history; they remain 

only as a reaction to discrimination and persecution. In the former crises of 

Israel in ancient Palestine, the Prophets placed God and the moral. law above land, 

race, nation, royal prerogatives and political arrange~nts. Nov,, as then, we 

cherish the same religious values which emphasize the dignity of man and the obli­

gation to deal justly with him no matter what his status. 

P.13 .Americans of Jevnsh faith we believe implicitly in the fundamentals of 

democracy, rooted, as they are, in moralities that transcend race and state, and 

endow the individual with rights for ·which he is answerable only to God. We are 

thankful to be citizens of a country and to have shared in the building of a 

nation conceived in a spirit which knows neither special privilege nor inferior 

status for any man. 

For centuries Jews have considered themselves nationals of those countries 

in which they have lived. Wheneve~ free to do so, they have assumed, and will again 

assUIOO, full responsibilities of citizenship in accordance with the ancient Jewish 
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comnand, "The law of the land is the law". Those countries in which Jews have 

lived have been their homes· those lands their homelands. In those nations where 

political action was expressed through minority groups, the Jew, following the law 

of his land, accepted minority status, thereby frequently gaining an improvement 

over preVious conditions of interior citizenship. Such East European concepts, 

however, have resulted in a misunderstanding, shared by Jews and non-Jews, a mis­

understanding which we seek to dispel. .American Jews hope that in the peace for 

which all of us pray, that the old principle of minority rights will be supplanted 

by the more modern principle of equality and freedom for the individual. The in-

terest of .American Jews in the individual Jew in countries where the minority right 

principle prevailed is not to be confused with acceptance of this East European 

political concept. 

As a result of the bigotry, sadism, and ambitions for world conquest of the 

Axis pmvers, millions of our co-religionists who had homes in and were nationals 

of other lands have been violently deported and made victims of indescribable 

barbarian. No other group has been so brutishly attacked and for one reason only -

on the false claims that there are racial barriers or nationalistic impulses that 

separate Jews from other nen. 

The plight of those Jews together with millions of oppressed fellov.men of 

all faiths, calls for the profoundest sympathy and the unbounded moral indignation 

of all free men. The restoration of these broken lives to the status and dignity 

of men endowed by God with inalienable rights, is one of the primary objectives of 

the peace to come as expressed in the Atlantic Charter and the Four Freedoms of 

President Roosevelt. We believe that the Jew will rise or fall with the extension 

or contraction of the great liberal forces of civilization. By relying upon the 

broad, religious principles inherent in a democracy and implementing them wherever 

possible, we join our forces with those of all lovers of treedan; strengthened, in 

that we do not stand segregated and alone upon exclusive demands. 
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We ask that the United Nations secure the earliest feasible repatriation or 

resettlement under the best possible conditions of all peoples uprooted from their 

homes by the Axis powers, and that even in the face of obvious and discouraging 

obstacles the United Nations persevere in their efforts to provide inmediate sanc­

tuary for refugees of all faiths, political beliefs and national origins. We 

believe that wherever possible the forced emigres should be repatriated in their 

original homelands under conditions which will enable them to live as free, up­

standing ind1Viduals. 

For our fellow Jews we ask only this: Eq_uality of rights and obligations 

with their fellow-nationals. In our endeavors to bring relief to our stricken 

fellow Jews, and to help rebuild their lives on a more stable basis, we rely wholly 

upon the principles of freedom, justice and humanity, which are fundamental to both 

democracy and religion, and which have been declared as the principles which shall 

prevail in the better world for which the United Nations are fighting. We ally our­

selves with those who believe this war will not have been fought in vain, that the 

mistakes of the last peace will not be duplicated. 

Palestine has contributed in a tangible way to the alleviation of the present 

catastrophe in Jewish life by providing a refuge for a part of Europe's persecuted 

Jews. We hope it will continue as one of the places for such resettlement, for it 

has been clearly demonstrated that practical colonizing can be done, schools and 

universities built, scientific agriculture extended, comnerce intensified and 

culture developed. This is the record of achievement of eager, hardworking settlers 

who have been aided in their endeavors by Jews all over the v.orld, in every walk of 

life and thought. 

We oppose the effort to establish a National Jewish State in Palestine or any­

where else as a philosophy of defeatism, and one which does not offer a practical 

solution of the Jewish problem, We dissent fran all those related doctrines that 
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stress the racialism, the nationalism and the theoretical homelessness of Jews. 

We oppose such doctrines as inimical to the welfare of Jews in Palestine, in 

Almrica, or wherever Jews may dwell. We believe that the intrusion of Jewish 

national statehood has been a deterrent in Palestine's ability to play an even 

greater role in offering a haven for the oppressed, and that without the insist­

ence upon such statehood, Palestine would today be harboring more refugees from 

Nazi terror. The very insistence upon a Jewish Army has led to the raising of 

barriers against our unfortunate brethren. There never was a need for such an 

army. There has always been ample opportunity for Jews to fight side by side with 

those of other faiths in the armies of the United Nations. 

Palestine is a part of Israel's religious heritage, as it is a part of the 

heritage of tm other great religions of' the world. We look forward to the ulti­

mate establishment of a democratic, autonomous government in Palestine, wherein 

Jews, Moslems and Christians shall be justly represented; evezy man enjoying equal 

rights and sharing Aqual responsibilities; a democractic government in which our 

fellow Jews shall be free Palestinians whose religion is Judaism, even as we are 

.Americans whose religion is Judaism. 

We invite all Jews to support our interpretation of Jewish life and destiny 

in keeping with the highest traditions of our faith. We believe these truths pro­

vide the basis for every program of a more hopeful future put forth by free men. 

To proclaim those Views at this tilm, we believe• is to express the abiding faith, 

shared by a great number of our fellow Jews, that in the fruits of Victory of the 

United Nations all, regardless of faith, will share alike. It is also, we believe, 

to render a service to the task of clarifying the hopes and the purposes for which 

this war is being fought by free men everywhere. 
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American Council for Judaism, Inc. 
1321 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

AUGUST 31, 1943 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A statelll3nt appealing to the United Nations to "secure the earliest feasible 

repatriation or resettleimnt under the best possible conditions of all peoples up­

rooted from their hOJOOs by the Axis powers" was made public today by the American 

Council for Judaism, Inc., over the signatures of Lessing J. Rosenwald, Philadelphia, 

Frank Sulzberger, Chicago, Dr. Monroe Deutsch, Berkley, Cal.if., E. P. Adler, Daven­

port, Iowa, Joseph M. Bloch, Indianapolis, Dr. M. G. Seelig, St. I.Duis, Julius L. 

Stern, Wilkes-Barre, William Frank, Pittsburgh, William Ehrlich, Boston, Mrs. Sidney 

c. Borg, New York, Lincoln Gries, Akron, Ohio, Aaron Straus, Baltimore, George 

Oppenheiimr, Kansas City, Dr. Samuel Goldenson, New York, Rabbi Irving Reichert, 

San Francisco, and other Jewish leaders from all over the country. 

"For our fellow-Jews", the statement says, "We ask only this: equality of rights 

and obligations with their fellow-nationals". Along with this appeal the statement 

opposes the establishnBnt of a national Jewish state "as a philosophy of defeatism" 

and expresses the hope nror the ultimate establishment of a democratic, autonomous 

government in Palestine wherein Jews, V~slems and Christians shall be justly repre­

sented; every man enjoying equal rights and sharing equal responsibilities; a 

democratic govermoont in which our fellow-Jews shall be free Palestineans whose re­

ligion is Judaism, even as we are Americans whose religion is Judaism". 

The statement was issued as a declaration of principles of the recently organ­

ized American Council for Judaism, Inc., formed "to present the views of .Americans 

of Jewish faith on problems affecting the future of world Jewry a.s well as their own 

lives in tho present hour of world confusion." The Council reaffirms the historic 

truth that the Jows of the world share coDJDOn traditions and ethical concepts which 

find their derivation in the same religious source. For countless generations, "Hear, 

O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One", has been the universal cry that has 

united all Jews in trial and tribulation, in suffering, hunger and want, in despair -
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and in achievement. It is still the concept which distinguishes the Jews as a 

religious group." 

Decrying racist theories and nationalistic philosophies as having caused untold 

suffering, particularly to Jews, the statemnt declares that such theories "long ago 

became ob~olete as realities in Jewish history and remain now only as a reaction to 

discrimination and persecution. 

"As Americans of Jewish faith we believe implicitly in the fundamentals of 

democracy, rooted as they are in moralities that transcend race and state, and en­

dow the individual with rights for which he is answerable only to God. We are 

thankful to be citizens of a country and to have shared in the building of a nation 

conceived in a spirit which knows neither special privilege nor inferior status for 

any man. 

"For centuries Jews have considered themselves nationals of those countries in 

which they have lived. Whenever free to do so, they have assUlll3d full responsibili­

ties of citizenship in accordance with the ancient Jewish comnand, 'The law of the 

land is the law'. Those countries in which Jews have lived have been their homes; 

those lands their homelands." 

Expressing profound concern over the tragedy of European Jewry, the statement 

says, "As a result of the bigotry, sadism and ambitions for world conquest of the 

Axis powers, millions of our co-religionists who had homes in and were nationals of 

other lands have been violently deported and made victims of indescribable barbarism. 

No other group has been so brutishly attacked, and for one reason only -- on the 

false claims that there are racial barriers or nationalistic impulses that separate 

Jews from other nen. 

"The plight of these Jews together with millions of oppressed fellow-men of all 

faiths, calls for the profoundest sympathy and the unbounded moral indignation of 

all free zoon. The restoration of these bro~en lives to the status and dignity of 

men endowed by God with inalienable rights, is one of the primary objectives of 
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the peace to come as expressed in the Atlantic Charter and the Four Freedoms of 

President Roosevelt. By relying upon the broad, religious principles inherent in a 

democracy and implementing them wherever possible, we join our forces with those of 

all lovers of freedom; strengthened, in that we do not stand segregated and alone 

upon exclusive demands. 

~In our endeavors to bring relief to our striken fellow-Jews and to help re­

build their lives on a more stable basis, we rely wholly upon the principles of 

freedom, justice and humanity which are fundamental to both democracy and religion 

and which have been declared as the principles which shall prevail in the better 

world for which the United Nations are fighting." 

Seeking to clarify the confusion that exists in many minds regarding Palestine, 

the Council differentiates between Palestine as a haven of refuge or a place of 

resettlement and the transformation of Palestine into a Jewish national state. 

"Palestine has contributed in a tangible way to the alleviation of the present catas­

trophe in Jewish life by providing a refuge for a part of Europe's persecuted Jews. 

We hope that it will continue as one of the places for such resettlement. 

''We oppose the effort to establish a national Jewish state in Palestine or any­

where else as a philosophy of defeatism and one which does not offer a practical 

solution of the Jewish problem. We believe that the intrusion of Jewish national 

statehood has been a deterrent in Palestine's ability to play an even greater role 

in offering a haven of refuge for the oppressed and that without the insistence upon 

such statehood, Palestine ~uld today be harboring more refugees from Nazi terror. 

The very insistence upon a Jewish army led to the raising of barriers against our 

unfortunate brethren. There never was need for such an army. There has always been 

ample opportunity for Jews to fight side by side with those of other faiths in the 

armies of the United Nations. 

"To proclaim these views at this time," the statement concludes, "is to express 

the abiding faith, shared by a great number of our fellow-Jews, that in the fruits 
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of victory of the United Nations all, regardless of faith, will share alike. It is 

also, we believe, to render a service to the task of clarifying the hopes and the 

purposes for which this war is being fought by free men everT,vhere.~ 

Officers of the American Council for Judaism, Inc., were announced as foll0t.vs: 

Lessing J. Rosenwald, Philadelphia, President; Rabbi Louis Binstock, Chicago, Fred 

F. Florence, Dallas, Ralph W. Mack, Cincinnati, Rabbi Irving F. Reichert, San Fran-

eisco, rk and Rabbi Louis Wolsey, Philadelphia, vice-

Presidents; D. Hays Solis-Cohen, ·Philadelphia, Treasurer and Rabbi Elmer Berger, 

Philadelphia, Executive Director. The Council's headquarters are in Philadelphia. 



ALABAMA 
.Adolph Weil, Montgomery 

ARK.ANS.AS 
Noland Blass, Little Rook 
Rabbi Ira Sanders, Little Rock 

CALIFORNIA 
Joseph P. loeb, I,c,s Angeles 
Dr. 1:onroe Deutsch, San Francisco 
Grover A. Magnin, San Francisco 
Harry Camp, San Francisco 

DIS'?RICT OF COllJMBIA 
Julius I. Peyser 

FLORIDA 
Rabbi Samuel H. Baron, Ft. Lauderdale 
P. W. Zacharias, Jacksonville 
Rabbi David Zielonka, Tampa 

GEORGIA 
Rabbi David Marx, Atlanta 
Armand May, Atlanta 
Sidney L. Wellhouse, Atlanta 
Rabbi George Solomon, Savannah 

ILLlliOIS 
Rabbi Abram Hirshberg, Chicago 
Frank Sulzberger, Chicago 
Harold Schradzke, Chicago 

INDIANA 
Rabbi Milton Greenwald, Evansville 
Joseph M. Bloch, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Maurice M. Feuerlicht, 

Indianapolis 

IOWA 
E. P. Adler, Davenport 

KENI'UCKY 
Jay D. Weil, Lexington 
Rabbi Joseph Rauch, Louisville 

LOUISIANA 
Herbert S. Benjamin, Baton Rouge 
Rabbi Julian B. Feibelman, New Orleans 
Leon Heyman, New Orleans 
Eldon S. Lazarus, !New Orleans 
Charles Rosen, New Orleans 
Leon S. Cahn, New Orleans 

Jli.ARYLAND 
Rabbi Morriss. Lazaron, Baltimore 
Rabbi William Rosenau, Bnltimore 
.Aaron Strauss, Baltimore 

~1ASSACHUSETrS 
Sidney Dreyfus, Boston 
William Ehrlich, Boston 
I. Marks, Bost on 
Irving Zieman, Boston 

MICHIGAN 
John J. Brazy, Flint 
Lt. Myron Winegarden {j.g.} U.S.N.R. 

Flint 
Norman Buckner, Pontiac 

'MISSISSIP.PI 
Rabbi Stanley Brav, Vicksburg 
Henry Kline, Vicksburg 

MISS)URI 
Arthur J. Freund, St. Louis 
Benjamin M. I.oeb, St. Louis 
Isadore I.Deb, St. Louis 
Aaron Rauh, St. I.Duis 
Dr. M. G. Seelig, st. Louis 
Ernest W. Stix, St. Louis 
George Oppenheimer, Kansas City 

NEW MEXICO 
Rabbi Solomon E. Starrels, Albuquerque 

NEW YORK 
Gates B. Aufsesser, Albany 
Marion R. Ascoli, New York 
Mrs. Sidney C. Borg, New York 
Rabbi Samuel H. Goldenson, New York 
Arthur J. Goldsmith, New York 
Henry S. Hendricks, New York 
Alfred Rheinstein, New York 
Rabbi Jerome Rosenbloom, New York 
Rabbi Hyman J. Schachtel, New York 
Prof. Elizabeth V. L. Stern, New York 
Sidney J. Weinberg, New York 
Ralph Wolf, New York 

NEW JERSEY 
Rabbi Solomon Foster, Newark 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Ceasal' Cone, Greensboro 



• OHIO 
Jerome Dauby, Akron 
Lincoln Gries, Akron 
Dr. Abraham Cronbach, Cincinnati 
Philip Meyers, Cincinnati 
Rabbi David Philipson, Cincinnati 
Rabbi Victor E. Reichert, Cincinnati 
Howard Krause, Cleveland 
Hiram Rivitz, Cleveland 

OKLAHOMA 
Rabbi Joseph Blatt, Oklahoma City 
Jack Israel, Oklahoma City 

OREGON 
Max S. Hirsch, Portland 
Dr. Laurence Selling, Portland 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Edgar W. Warner, Erie 
Mrs. Josiah Cohen, Pittsburgh 
Rabbi William H. Fineshriber 

Philadelphia 
Lionel Friedman, Philadelphia 
Jerome Louchheim, Philadelphia 
MoITis Wolf, Philadelphia 
Isadore Krotsky, Scranton 
Julius L. Stern, Wilkes-Barre 

RHODE ISLAND 
Adolph Meller, Providence 

SOurH CAROLINA 
Rahb1 Samuel R. $hillman, Sumpter 

'IEXAS 
Rabbi David Lefkowitz, Dallas 
Edward Titche, Dallas 
Herbert Marcus, Dallas 
Max Mayer, Fort Worth 
Rabbi Henry Cohen, Galveston 
Georges. Cohen, Houston 
Israel Friedlander, Houston 
Sidney Berkowitz, San Antonio 
Nat Goldsmith, San Antonio 

VIRGINIA 
Rabbi Edward N. Calisch, Richmond 
Joseph Forman, Roanoke 
R. D. Hofheimer, Norfolk 

WASHINGTON 
Charles Horowitz, Seattle 
Rabbi Samuel Koch, Seattle 
Alfred Shemanski , Seattle 

WISCONSIN 
Rabbi Samuel Hirshberg, MilwaUkee 
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Memorandum Re Meeting of the 
American Council for Judaism 
held Monday Evening, Sept. 20 
at the Wade Park Manor in 

Cl eveland. 

The meeting was attended by approximately 90 or 95 persons. Of 
these I estimate there were from 15 to 20 known Zionists who be­
long to Zionist Organizations, and i t appeared that there were 
several more of definite Zionist sympathies. 

The platform was occupied by Lessing Rosenwald, Rabbi E. Berger, 
Howard Kraus, of Cleveland, and Milton Grossman, a Deputy Clerk 
in the Probate Court, who acted as Chairman. 

Grossman opened the meeting and gave particular emphasis to the 
fact that the meeting was "spontaneous". He said that Kraus,who had 
written a letter to the editor of the JEWISH REVIEW AND OBSERVER, 
had sent a copy of the letter to the Philadelphia office of the 
Organization; that the office was highly pleased with his letter 
and advised him that they would be glad to send speakers to a meet­
ing if he cared to arrange one in Cleveland. I believe that Kraus, 
who spoke later, said that he himself had requested such a meeting 
when he forwarded his letter to Philadelphia. At any rate, it ap­
peared that Kraus and Grossman made up a l ist of 400 names which 

, 
they forwarded to Philadelphia, and the office there sent 400 
telegrams to these people inviting them to the meeting. 

Rabbi Berger spoke first, and after some general references to the 
more desirable emphasis on Judaism rather than on politics in 
Jewish life, made the point that the position of the Council had 
already received wide acclaim from the non-Jewish world. It seemed 
to me that this was the principal point he desired to make, and 
argued that since any rights which would be granted the Jews after 
the war would be received from the hands of the non-Jewish world, 
it was highly"important that we take a position acceptable to them. 
He attempted to prove his point by reading from an editorial which 
seemed to agree with the position of the Council, but he either 
failed to mention the pub l ication in which the editorial appeared 
or I didn't catch it. Berger also exp ressed his disapproval of 
the statement of the Jewish Community Council which had appeared in 
the morning paper, particularly that pa rt of it which"deplored" the 
activities of the Council, arguing that this was inconsistent with 
the ideal of free speech for which the war was being fought. 

Rosenwald then delivered the principalA~f the evening. I 
had the impression that the greater part of his speech was in the 
nature of an apologia, and then he dwelt particularly on the Arab 
situation and the adverse effect not only upon all Jews but upon 
the Jews in Palestine of Arab objections to the Zionist program. 
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Rosenwald did emphasize _that 1 t was the obligation of every Jew 
to become interested in the question and deplored the fact that 
there were many who were a.pathetic. He did say, and this met 
with warm response, that if a Jew did not choose to join with 
them, it would be his preference that he become a Zionist rather 
than nothing. 

Kraus spoke last and delivered what seemed to me a good old 
Anti-Sem4tic speech. He said that he had been confirmed at Rabbi 
f aries• Temple and was always under the impression that Judaism 
was to be a "diversion and recreation" and not the positive force 
which some people now wished it to become. This and other remarks 
created some rather ridiculous impressions and obvious incon­
sistencies, particularly with some of the things said by Rabbi 
B8 rger. Kraus also said, inadvertently it was later explained, 
that Judaism and Americanism were inconsistent and all of these 
things were later raised through questions from the audience. 

The question period was much more lively, although the efforts 
of Rosenwald and Berger to answer questions seemed to me to be 
as pitiful as their principal presentations. It was significant 
to me that neither Berger nor Rosenwald made any reference to the 
old Anti-Zionist argument to the effect that Zionism and American­
ism were inconsistent, and this argument was only developed by 
Kraus in his speech and by some of their sympathizers in the 
audience during the question period, principally by Morris 
Morgenstern, the attorney and legionnaire, by Hiram Rivitz and 
Al Halman, the attorney. 

When pressed for a positive statement Berger did reply that he 
would not categorically say that Zionism and Americanism are in 
conflict. Morris Morgenstern asked whether a legal state could 
exist with religion as its basis, to which Berger replied: "I 
think Zionism implies the creation of a state based on Judaism". 

Someone asked Rosenwald why the Council did not argue its cause 
at the American Jewish Conference in New York rather than choose 
this method of spreading its propaganda. Rosenwald in attempting 
to answer became hopelessly confused. He did say categorically 
that "no one at the Conference spoke against Zionism", that Rabbi 
Wolsey was not permitted to speak and that "under their bloc 
system no one could present a minority report". Many persons 
jumped to their feet and objected, citing Proskauer•s statement 
and Rosenwald finally yielded to Rabbi Berger who weakly explained 
that although Proskauer delivered, what he termed, a carefully 
considered statement there was really no definite Anti-Zionist 
position expressed at the Conference, and still seemed to inf~ 
that the Conference was packed by the Zionists and that thee -
ria■ position was not given an opportunity to be expressed. Most 
of the audience seemed to resent not only the garbling of the facts, 
but the vague inferences made by the attempts to answer the 
question, and Phil Frankel rose to say that although he went "all 
the way down the line" with the Council's platform, he did not 



consider himself a part of their organization and that the kind 
of statements that were made at this meeting made it difficult 
for him, and others who believed as they do, to join with them. 
He also corrected Rosenwald and insisted that Proskauer and others 
were given every right to state their position. 

Rosenwald was asked to explain his connections with the America 
First Committee. I thought that he did well with a bad situation 
and at least did not evade the question and answered it quite 
frankly and dtrectly. That is to say, he made it quite clear 
that it was all a horrible mistake on his part and appealed to 
the sympathy of the audience by explaining that it resulted in a 
breach of a long and close friendship between him and General Wood. 
He stated that he did believe at one time that the United States 
ought not to be involved in foreign wars, but had no suspicion 
of any anti-Sematic element in the program of the Committee, and 
that he resigned as soon as he discovered it. His break with 
General Wood came after Lindb•rgh's speech, when he called Wood 
long distance and asked him to state whether he agreed with Lind­
"Q.argh's remarks, and was unable,after several efforts, to obtain 
an answer from Wood to this question. 

I had no intention whatsoever of taking part in any of the dis­
cussion at the meeting until Hiram Rivitz arose to say that he 
would like the Chair to hear Mr. Al Heiman who had an interest­
ing and important point to make. Haiman then arose and asked 
whether Rivitz•s group had considered the point, and if not he 
urged immediate research on it, that during the agitation for an 
Irish Free State, the Attorney General of the United States 
rendered an opinion to the effect that an American citizen could 
not legally take part in a movement which sought the creation 
of another sovereign state. Both Rosenwald and Berger said that 
they did not kno the answer to this question, and I was finally 
given the floor to reply. I said that I had not intended to take 
part in the discussion, but I could not remain silent when some­
one, by .IAlference or ignorance, sought to imply that Zionism was 
in any sense a subversive movement and that people were jeopardiz­
ing their legal rights as American citizens. I traced the legal 
history of the Balfour Declaration, The Mandate, the Joint Resolu­
tions of Congress, the statements of he Presidents of the United 
States, etc. Neither Rivitz, nor Hai man, nor anyone else rose to 
reply. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the audience was given a packet 
of literature, including ~osenwald's article in LIFE Magazine, an 
article by Al Seg'-1, rep~ of the NEW YORK TIMES' published 
statement of the principles of the American Council f0r Judaism, 
and an application for membership in the Organization. Kraus 
had stated that after these applications were received in Phila­
delphia, it was planned to call a meeting of those who had signed, 
elect officers, etc. 
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Following are some of the people that were present at the meeting: 
Saul Figenbaum, Jack Lampl, Ben Haber, Wilbur Steuer, Hy ervis, 
r. & Mrs. Milton Stien, Morris Singer, the attorney, George 
ayer, Jay Halle, Hazel Adler, Sam Tilles, r. & rs. Baruch 

Feldman, Mr. & rs. Ralph ertheimer, Allan Klivans, Isador Gross-
man, the attorney, Hiram Rivitz, Hayden Kline, Phil Frankel, J.M. 
Ulmer, Ben Gordon, Al Halman, Morris ~orgenstern, r. & Mrs. Harry 
Affelder, H.J. Alperin, Oscar Brown, Alex Brien, Ed Schultz and 
his son Irving Schultz, Mr. & rs. Milton Halle, Eugene Halle with 
some companions, Arthur Dettlebach, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Newman, Morris 
Wolf, Norman Polster, Charles Auerbach, a r. Shinegold, r. 
Hurwitz and Abe Pickus, the fellow who calls Hitler and Mussolini 
long distance. 

Irving Kane. 

Rosenwald made a remark, during the question period when he was 
discussing the American Jewish Conference, which created the 
impression that Proskauer and his group were by no means through 
and that he (Proskauer) was calling a meeting on October 24th. 
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ilad l ia 7, • 

O 1 t Ju tioe George . Maxey 
preme Court ot nn y lv ni , 

462 City Hall, 
Philad lphi · , • 

D ar J'u tio : 

Th 
C 1 ahip ot t 
Oommitt •• tel tt 

to ex r 
nat10-.1 ho 

r o ntly re rt d your aoo ptanoe oft 
n ylvania Oba t r ot th rioan- 1 tin 

r b ing de oribe4 aa a non-a otarian body 
erioan triend.■hip tor the re-estab 1 ~ ....... -t ot 
in le tine. 

Sino only t hig t hu itariaa aoti••• could hav 
ted you toad on t th itold burd na of your high office 

lot i one ot Chairman hi, e oannot but congratulate you on 
rinciple. Ho v r, e feel it 1 our duty to appri e you at the 

ti that the ale tine question 1 a T ry moot on ong Je • 
elv •• and muoh mor t n the u ton of her hilanthropy 

lnvolT d in it. 

The rioan aounoil for Ju4ai■, tor in tano • i■ 
•• hatioally oppo d tot l&tt r-day itation a1 ing at the 
oonveraion Pal tine into a Je 1ah Co n ealth. The Council 
doea not o po e, ot cure, the rig t of le tinian Je,a to or te 
tor th ma lv ho 11 e o ndition th r. ut it tr nuoWJly o po ea 

UDd oratio, and heno aa un-Ameri oan, t right of l• to 
t • t oo ntry 1th the r ligiou or raol.al ocnnot tion ot their 

croup, in th~ t way oreate in the non-Je 1 h ele nt th re the 
eenae ot not olly b longing in their o ho land. 

r f t, ea oialq int ne oa oity 
ioh you ly a u , eertain taot ono rn1ng Je i h 

olai on l tine ould be -.de ntlabl to yo r Honor. ither 
Kr. Ie ing 1. Boa n al4 or I, or both of •, would b h py to 
oonfer with you at your on oint d tie and lao. In them an-
t1me, et t privil ge or ncl o ing at it ot liter tur 
• ic ho• y u 111 ru durina momenta, rtio larq tha it 
we rked. 

• 'b 11 are serving the good and• ltan ot our 
oo on ri an oitia n■hi in thua oontri~utins to ard the 
clar1t1oat1on of at ngled ■ ubJ ct. line to b, 

V ry ino r 17 youra, 

I R J AI' JI 
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COURT of YLV I l -
J G ' 

001'!' 0 ;r .TU I 
R . orenton, OIL • 

Augu t 2, 1944. J'OR JllD I • 

• --""-r B rg r 
iladelphi , • 

D r • Berg r: 

I ha your lett r of J~ly 31 tin r fer no to 
:y aoo ptanoe of t ai anahip of the nn ylvani Cha.pt r 

of the rioan- le tin Co it t •• 

You r correot in 
hnmant t ri motiv a could h :v 
ad 1 t1onal burd n. 

I not your t t nt a tollo •: 

only the high t 
to take on thi 

Th ri an Oounoil tor Judai■, or in tano, 
1 mphatioall7 o po d tr-
agit tion.ai ing t . t tine 
into a Jewi h Co on alt. Tb Oo ncil do 
not oppo ■ e, o cour e, the r1 f l 
Z • to oreate for thems lv lik condition 
t r. But it tr nuou ly o oratio, 
and no rioan, t right of Z • to 

t p th t oountry with the religiou or racial 
oonnot tin oft ir own group, int t way er t 
in th non-J 1 ele ent th r th en o not 
wholly b lon in in th ir o ho elanu.• 

I am not cono rn d 1th•,• l-■ at lesti 
._1th th religioua oonnot tion of their o rou • I aa not 
.int r t d in t le 1 h- b roblem, aa I t it tor grant 
t t t 1• ro~lem will aft rt r be adju t d oabl7. 

bat I am int r t din no l a 1 o of 
refug o n tor tho Je in :lurope o baT en th tr br thren 
and th ir ildren mur ere by H1tl rand H111111.ler an t ir s1 
henoman. I am o nvinc d that l atine 1• t b t ref tor 
the 4own-trod n uro ean 3e a, nd it I can a t ■ t in D7 way 
in k ing o en al ■ tin and t road to 1 t , for t 
ten ft u anda o 3ew who are truggling to• oa t 
fate io itler alr dy 1 oa don over 3 , 000, 000 le-■ , 
I w1 l f l am 17 r911ar ed for aU. '111T labor 1 t 1 ■ un rt 1ng. 
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If either you or ald iah to oonf r wit 
at oranton, you may do eo. I 4o that any ractic l good 
would reault th re~ro. It you o here to ee • on th1 tter, 
I o ld ln-Yite Kr. • B . Cohen and ot. er local Zioniat to me t m 
at the ea.me tirm . The only reault ould be a debate betw en the 
Anti-Zioniet■ and the Zioni t . o good ould be aoco lished by 
that deb te. 

I hav alrrady reoeived aeyeral lett re fro ~•­
throughout t atate than ing me tor ace pting the ChairmanaJIA» 
or the Amerioan Paleatin Committe for the tat of~ nnsylyan1. 

V ry truly y ur , 

O G • 
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SCRANTON, PA. 

Au ust 7, 19 44 . 

Dr. hba illel Silver 
lev eland, 

Ohio. 

Dear Dr. ~ilver: 

I herewith b O
to enclose 

a copy of a letter vhic . Justi e Maxey 
nae received from the :un ric n Counci 1 
tor Jucai m, and also his re_ ly. 

I tnought you mi ht be 
interes d. 

incerely yours , 

~ 
• C:BB • B. Cohen 

nc . 2., 

F.~. dre s communications to: 

Chief Justice George YI. Maxey 
First National Bank Building 

cranton, Fa. 
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• A. B. CohlD 
SGl'llllon 
PtnnQ']. ftlda 

• Oolual 

I his, lo reoelw the oomamlcatt • 
llhloh JR • t an4 -.1o loul.u],T • 
r i.,. ot h tloe IIIIJClllr' to B • • 41'lftl. 

Toa. an 4olnc ale11 t ...... 
lat• Joa. -- h ll.7. 

Abl»a BU1al 11 

I 
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