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March 9, 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shak r Rd. 
Cleve land, Ohio 

y dear Rabbi Silver: 

American Jewry is confused! 

Vice-Presidents 
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I:zecutive Director 

RABBI ELMER BERGER, Philadelphia, Pa. 

It needs unity and has dissension. 

Those are two, familiar observations on the contemporary Jewish 
scene. 

American Jewry is confused because for a quarter of a century 
it has limped along without organization, being completely in 
the hands of those who were Jewish nationalists. It has 
achieved no unity because there has been no articulate group 
th t has set for itself the task of clarifying the fundamental 
question of Jewish status and defining a basis of real unity. 

Bot h of these great tasks have baon undertaken by the American 
Council for Judaism within the last year. 

I urge you to read the enclosed pamphlet with great care. It 
sets forth, in simple style, the issue which the Council has 
Joined. 

If you sub criba to the principles of the Council, we believe 
this record of service merits your support for the furtherance 
of o r work. 

If you agree with our position therefore, may I urge you to 
fill out and return to us the enclosed membership oard1 

With my sincerest thanks for your kind attention, I am 

BB:S0 
Bncla 

Very sinoerel1, yours, 

Rabbi Elmer Berger 



WALTER GILBERT PE):ER, {H . D ., RABBI 
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A M WEISS , PRESIDENT 

atnngrrgntinn irN ni lJ.arnrl 
JJaton ltougr, Eouisinnn 

Aprjl 25, 1945 

To Our Good Frjends Everywhere:-

HENRY LOUIS COHN, SECRETARY 

Our Congregatjon affjrms jts adherence to the Prjncjples of Amerjcan 
Judajsm; denjes the r1ght of Zjonjsts to speak for jt. Our natjon js 
AMERJ CA; our relj gj on j s J UDAJ SM . 

At a specjal meetjng thjs week, Congregatjon B'Naj lsrael of Baton 
Rouge wrote jnto jts Artjcles of lncorporatjon the hjstorjc Pittsburgh 
Platform of Amerjcan Judajsm, and provjded also that each Rabbj, Offjcer and 
Trustee should take a solemn vow to fulfill, sustajn and strengthen all of 
j ts j deals. 

Realjzjng that thjs js a rather unjque procedure, we bel1eve that a 
full explanatjon of the purposes of thjs actjon js necessary. 

Congregatj on B' Na1 1 srael was organj zed j n 1858 w1 th the help and 
jnspjratjon of the jmmortal ]saac M. Wjse, and w1th the desjre of consecrat
jng jtself to the Amerjcan Judajsm that he preached and practjced. Jt has 
consjstently sought to fulfjll that purpose through· 1ts eighty-seven years of 
h:i story. 

The pj ttsburgh Plat-form was adopted unanjmously in 1885 by a 
Conference of the Reform Rabbjs of Amerjca under the leadersh:ip of lsaac M. 
Wjse, and hjs many jnspjred helpers ljke Kaufman Kohler, Joseph Krauskopf, 
Adolph Guttman and Davjd Phjljpson, the men who founded and created all of 
the great reform jnstjtutjons. 

• 
The Baton Rouge Congregatjon re-affjrms the P:ittsburgh Platform at 

this partjcular t:ime because of the mjsrepresentatjon occas1oned by Zjon:ist 
leaders who presume to speak for all of Amerjcan Jewry. zjon:ism stands 1n 
contradjctjon to the wordjng of the fjfth prjnc1ple of the pjttsburgh 
Platform wh1ch says jn part "We consjder ourselves no longer a natjon but a 
reljgjous communjty and therefore expect nejther a return to Palestjne ...•. 
nor the restorat:i on of any of the laws concernjng the Jew1 sh State." Not 
only do Zjonjsts speak, jn our name and jn the name of all Jews, contrary 
to what js fundamental to our conscjence and beljef, they have attempted to 
challenge our rjght to speak for Jurselves. They have used every dev:ice of 
organjzatjon, lobbyjng wjth government offjcjals and the people's representa
tjves, propaganda and fndoctrjnatjon among Jews and non-Jews. They have 
jnf:iltrated jnto organ:izatjons that were orjgjnally establjshed w:ith an 
ant1-nat:ional:ist jdeology to attajn thejr purpose. Thus far, unfortunately, 
most antj-nat:ionaljsts have not been vocal. Thejr sjlence has been too 
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ofte~ misjudged as assent to the Zionist vjewpo1nt. They must, therefore, 
now speak out clearly and unmistakably and soon, or they may be faced with 
the fajt accomplj of an established Jewish State and a "Jewish Nationaljty" 
in those natjons jn which the majorjty of Jews wjll always want to ljve. 
The confusjon that would result to their own status and that of their 
children and their children's chjldren :In our own and other na.tjons of the 
world js jnest1mable. 

ln thjs djlemma Congregatjon B'Naj ]srael has resolutely ta.ken the 
first step to show where the Jews of Baton Rouge stand on thjs 1ssue. The 
meanjng intended in the actjon was publjcJzed for a per:lod of two montha 
prior to the vote. The actjon, therefore, was taken jn the fullest meanjng 
of a democratic procedure. lt must be remembered that our Congregation js 
the only congregation in Baton Rouge and that Wlth few exceptions all Jews 
in this vicjnjty are members of it. There are 161 members. The jnterest 
and enthusjasm ran high as js e,ndenced 'by the vote, whjch resulted in 110 
1n favor of the inclusion of the Pittsburgh Platform and the vow to uphold 
it, and 36 agajnst. 

We thjnk we have protected the right of our own Congregation to 
speak for itself and to do so without equivocation. We have affirmed again 
the historic pattern of American Judajsm; that we are Americans of the 
Jewish fajth. We have also demonstrated that the Zjonjst vojce, though loud 
and persjstent, js not really as strong as jt pretends to be. 

We recommend our actjon to other congregatjons. 

Earnestly, sjncerely and reverently, 

y~ 02· ~ 
Walter GJlbert Pejser 

Rabbi of Congregation B'Nai lsrael 

cu_Jii,~ 
Al M. Wej ss 

Presjdent of Congregatjon B1Nai lsrael 

Henry Louis Cohn 
Secretary of Congregatjon B'Nai lsrael 



AMENDMENT TO CHARTER OF CONGREGATl ON B' NAJ l SRAEL 
ADOPTED APRl L 20, 1945 

]n accordance wjth the hjstorjc intentjon of th1s Congregatjon to 
further the purposes of Reform Judaism as interpreted by the early and great 
.American Rabb1s, under the leadership of ]saac M. W1se, we hereby re-affirm 
the Pittsburgh Platform of .American Judaism adopted unanimously by the P1ttsburgh 
Rabbin1cal Conference on November 17, 1885, and whjch we quote hereln:-

"ln view of the 10de divergence of opjnion and of the confljctjng 
jdeas prevajling in Judajsm today, we, as representat1ves of Reform 
Judajsm jn Amerjca, in continuation of the work begun at Philadelphia 
in 1869, unite upon the follow1ng principles: 

FJRST-We recognize in every religion an attempt to grasp the 
lnfinite One, and in every mode, source or book of revelation held 
sacred in any religious system the consciousness of the indwelling 
of God in man. We hold that Juda:ism present.a the highest concep-
ti on of the God-idea as taught in our Holy Scrj ptures and with the 
moral and ph1losophical progress of their respectjve ages. We 
maintrun that Juda1sm preserved and defended amid continual struggles 
and tT1als and under enforced isolation this God-idea as the central 
religjous truth for the human race. 

SECOND--We recognize in the Bible the record of the consecration 
of the J ew:f sh people to its mi ssj on as priest of the One God, and 
value it as the most potent jnstrument of relig:ious and moral instruc
tion. We hold that the modern d1scoveries of scient:ific researches 
in the domajns of nature and hi~tory are not antagonistic to the 
doctr1nes of Judaism, the Bjble reflectjng the primitjve ideas of its 
own age and at t1 mes clotid ng 1 ts concept1 on of di vj ne providence and 
just:ice dealing with man in mraculous narratjves. 

TH]RD--We recognize in the Mosaic legislation a system of training 
the Jewish people for its mission during its national life :in Palest:ine, 
and today we accept as bind1ng only the moral laws and malntajn only 
such ceremonjes as elevate and sanctify our lives, but reject all such 
as are not adapted to the views and habits of modern clvilizatjon. 

FOURTH-We hold that all such Mosalc and Rabbinical laws as 
regulate diet, priestly purity and dress originated jn ages and under 
the jnfluence of ideas altogether foreign to our present mental and 
spiritual state. They fail to impress the modern Jew with a spirjt of 
priestly holiness; their observance 1n our day js apt rather to obstruct 
than to further modern spiritual elevation. 

FlFTH--We recogn1ze in the modern era of universal culture of heart 
8nd intellect the approach of the realization of lsrael's great 
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Messjanjc hope for the establjshment of the Kjngdom of truth, justjce 
and peace among all men. We consjder ourselves no longer a natjon but 
a reljgjous communjty, and therefore expect neither a return to 
Palestjne, nor a sacrjfjcjal worshjp under the adndnjstratjon of the 
sons of Aaron, nor the restoratjon of any of the laws concernjng the 
Jewjsh State. 

S] XTH-We recognj ze j n Judaj sm a progressj ve re]J gj on ever 
strjvjng to be jn accord with the postulates of reason. We are con
v1nced of the utmost necessjty of preserv1ng the hjstorjcal jdentjty 
with our great past. Chrjstjanjty and ]slam bejng daughter-reljgions 
of Judaj sm, we apprecj ate the1 r mj ssj on to aj d j n the spreadj ng of 
monothej stj c and moral truth. We acknowledge tha·~ the spj rj t of broad 
humanjty of our age js our ally jn the fulfjllment of our mjssjon, and 
therefore we extend the hand of fellow-shjp to all who cooperate with 
us in the establishment of the rejgn of truth and rjghteousness among 
men. 

SEVENTH--We reassert the doctrjne of Judajsm that the soul of 
man js j:mmortal, groundjng this belief on the divine nature of the 
human spjrjt, whjch forever fjnds bliss jn rjghteousness and misery 
in mckedness. We reject as jdeas not rooted in Judajsm the beljef 
in bodily resurrection and Gehenna and Eden (hell and paradise), as 
abodes for everlastjng punjshment or reward. 

EJGHTH--Jn full accordance wjth the spjrjt of Mosajc legjslation 
whjch strives to regulate the relatjon between rjch and poor, we deem 
jt our duty to particjpate jn the great task of modern times, to 
solve on the basis of justjce and rjghteousness the problems presented 
by the contrasts and evjls of the present organjzation of society." 

Wjth thjs re-affinnatjon, we rededjcate thjs our Congregatjon and this 
Charter thereof to the fulfjlLment of the purposes of this Platform and to 
strengthen jts perpetu1ty jn thjs Congregatjon, each rabbj and each trustee of 
th1s Congregation shall, prjor to his assumjng the duties of hjs office, talce a 
solemn vow to fulfjll, sustajn and strengthen all the jdeals for which thjs 
Congregatjon is organjzed, in accordance wjth Artjcle 2 of the Charter, as here
wj th amended. 


