
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         2            1            32 
 
 

American Council for Judaism, 1945-1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The American Council /or Judaism, Inc. 
RITtenhouse 8357 1001 KEYSTONE STATE BLDG., 1321 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 

Exec11tive Director 
Rabbi Elmer Berger 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rabbi Louis Binstock 
Chicago, Ill. 

Fred F. Florence 
Dallas, Texas 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker lvd. 
Cleveland, O. 

lu:1.bbi Silver : 

President 
Lessing J. Rosenwald 

Jenkintown, Pa. 

Vice-Presidents 
Mrs. Ely Jacques Kahn 

New York, . Y. 

Treas11rer 
D. Hays Solis-Cohen 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rabbi Irving F. Reichert 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Rabbi Louis Wolsey 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

August 8, 1945 

A United Press dispatch in the Cleveland Press for August 4, 1945, 
headed "SILVER HITS BRITISH PALESTINE POLICY", contained the following 
words from a statement issued by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, to the World 
Zionist Conference in London, 

"If our rights are denied us, we shall fight for 
them with whatever weapons are at our disposal ... " 

Zionist-nationalist strategy is ecoming transparent. It speaks 
in terms of "Jewish" national rights in Palestine. It is afraid that 
"refugeeism" may destroy "Zionism". 

What do you propose to do about this talk of militarism in behalf 
of a "Jewish people's" national rights in the face of a world's desperate 
striving for peace? 

Thus far, there is only one thing you can do. You can identify 
yourself with the only organization in America that speaks in terms of 
American Jews as integrated Americans and not as members of a "Jewish" 
nationality, threatening force for "Jewish" national rights in Palestine. 

That this whole issue in fraught with grave consequences must now 
be obvious. 

Please read the enclosed literature. If you agree to the Council's 
premise of a democratic Palestine and an active program of integration for 
Jews everywhere, we will welcome you to membership. 

EB:C 
Bnol. 

~ry sincerely, 

Elmer 





J.1,JE IC.t~N JEWISH CO .:J,ITTTEE ESTABLISHES HEAD9,_:g_( ' TEn'.~ IN EUh.OFE TO ID ,JE,·is 'I' IIEl{E 

NEYr Y01'-K, Sopt. 5. (JTi.l..) -- Tho A. c.ricun Jewish Committue today unnounoed the 
departure for Euro}:e of Max Gottsohnlk, director of its Foreicn ·.1..rra.irs De pr.rtment, who 
will estc.blish pcrmc.ncnt he dqw·rttrs of tho C01r1nittE.:e 0n the Europoun contine nt. 

In mo.king this o.nnouncement, Dr, John Sluwson, exooutivo vioe-prosident of 
tho Committe e , r cvenlod th .t Mr, Gc>ttscho.lk will ho uidcd by o. Group of exr,erts in 
various fields v1ho will le E:Lve for Euroro shortly o n The Amor icc..n Jewish C 0Inr1i ttee 
desirus to plcoo its fr.cilities c..t the dispost 1 of the Jewish c ommunitie s of Bnrope .nd 
to help thc..m in the s oluti0n of suoh problc r1S n s the restoru.tion of the ir r i 1::. htG, the 
restitution of property c.nd indernnificc.tion omong othcrs, 11 Dre Slnwson stutod . 

After consulting with Jewish lor.dors in London on curre nt J cvlish affairs, Mr. 
Gottsohc.lk will prooocd to the continent to visit Franco, BolgiumJ Hollo.ri..d~ Switzerland 
nn<l other Yrcstc rn EuroJ.1c £,.rr. countries. IIo v1ill confer with the l endors of Jt,wish c om
munities in those countries l~nd cOCf-Cruto i.-:ith them, on bohnlf of' thn Corr: 1ittce , in 
their cffur-l;s to c:q.c c.ite the rehubilitntion o.nd rosc.ttle;n:6 nt rrooes::;. llo o.lco plo.ns 
to visit Gorr-i.c.ny c.nd to work with the cocu o.tion nuthurities in ullcvintin0 the tro. ·ic 
situo.tion of Uf,i roximo.tely 100,000 dis plo.ocd Jews there, the r,nnouncorr.cnt sc.id. 

COUNCIL FOll JUD.l .. IST.I SJ.YS THUru.NfS STliTEJ•·ENT ON Pi.IESTINE IS " KOST Dl.1.!·It".GING" TO ZIONISM ·------------------------
:flEcf YOl:r, Septc 5., (JTl!..) -- The i.1.Ir.oricnn Council for Judo.ism todt.y issued u 

statement docluring thut President Truir.o.n1 s recent state ent on Po.lestiri.c is 11 tho most 
rec•.listic stute n:o nt to have issued fr om the 1 hite House o.nd the most dnmncing to Zionri
ist objootivos • If 

Doolo.ring tho.t "Zionists i..nd non-Zionists would do well to pond0r tho sig-
. nificnnoo of Fro sidont Trumn.n ts statement 1

11 the Council snys thu t this s·t;c.tcme nt II lad 
to innumuro.blo intE..r protntions frum rnc.ny sources 1 Jewish und non-Jowish. 11 

11
It is n utter of c c. nsid t r .. blo regre t," thE: Council sto.tes, 11 thfat these inter

prtto.tions should in sonny insta nce s distort the meaning of the Prcsidont 1 s utterunce 
b e yond recognition, Tlw hondlines tho.t ho.vc c cured in the Jewish o.nd Yiddish fress 
ns to a.n'cndorsc~~nt 1 y the United Stntos of Jewi~h stute h~vo, ~s uppuo.rs from the 
text, no bo.sis in f net. The JE.wish Af;oncy sp0ko poli tionlly not inter ;;r c tivu ly, when 
it expressed its gro.tifiontion nt this stntcmont us a pro cso.l 'to re-establish a 
nnticn~l sto.te . 111 

The Council 10.ke s the followin£ points which, it says, substo.ntinto its o.s
serti on thut the Preside nt• s st temont hC'.s bctn misinterpreted a 

11 Tho stutcmont indiouted the Frc sident had '~discussed" tho subject, but 
did not indicnto tho.the had v .iccd his npprovul; 2 - His sto.teoont nbout A €riou 
w .nting to let v.s TM ny Jews as possiblo into falestine is only n reitora.tion of the 
U.S. Gove rnmcnt 1 s su pport for n moro libornl irnmigro.tion Policy for Po.lcstiri.c:J 3 - l is 
furthLr r e !D.rks o.bc.ut "r.nintnining the civil f,Co.oe" indicate thc.t his positicn on the 
Zicnist .. ,ims is similar to the British Vlhito Pn er . sinoe he ir.,.plies thut further immi
gration nust do pond on agreorrent of tho Aro.bs from whom the threut to 11 oivil pc oo" 
would oo:neJ nnd 4 - Tho Fresident•s rofcro roo to working out the rr.o.ttor "with the Bri
tish o.nd .i.rr.bs for c~ Jewish sto.te" may mca.n thut agreement on e. Jewish stntc is de
pendent upon the Pale stine Arnbs and tho noiGhboring Arub states. 

TliE COHTENTSOF TI:rs BULIETI N OT FOR PULLICATION WITHOUT SFECL~L iUTl'O ~IZATION 
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We are privileged to publish letters that came 

into the office of the American Council for Judaism 

from an officer in the United States Army, stationed 

at the time vn the Italian battlefront. J,Ve have se

cured his permission to publish the letters which, 

we believe, reveal the thinking of young intelligent 
Americans of the Jewish faith once they undertake 

to appraise the program of Jewish nationalism as 
advocated by the Zionist organizations against thf' 

program of emancipation and integration a.s put 

forth by the American Council for Judaism. 

The writer of these letters has since become a 
member of the Amrricrm Council for ]udai m. 

I 

I 
I 

r 

I 



111m111m11111111mn111m111111m11111111111111111111mn11111111u1111111111111111111m1111111111111111111n111n1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, 

27 October 1944 
In Italy 

American Council for Judaism, Inc. 
Gentlemen: 

Some months ago, after speaking with several 
Yugoslav and Hungarian Jews vho had come to 
Italy for refuge, I snapped out of a lethar0 ic attitude 
and determined to do something active-rather than 
simply feel sorry for the pathetic plight of my co
religionists in Europe. 

These refugees asked me why it was not possible 
for them to go to Palestine and what was America 
doing to obtain their free entry? I was tota11y igno
rant of the world politics concerning Palestine and 
I feJt an immense shame because I, an American 
of their religious faith, was unable to tell these 
refugees what my country was thinking and doing 
about their heart-rending problem. 

I wrote to a man I know in Massachusetts, my 
home state. He is a prominent Zionist there and a 
busy orator on the subject. I told him of my desire 
to know more about Zionism-and he very gener
ously sent me two books. One is the Congressional 
Records of the hearings before the Committee on 



Foreign Affairs of the House ot Rer reset tati· t·s n 
H. Res 418 and 419. The other book is "Harvest 
in the Desert" by l\.faurice Samuci. 

r read ,\.·ith much intere ·t the stat mcnb of Mr. 
Lessing J. Rnsenwald and the Am 1·ican Council for 
Judai~m, 11-c. It is my endorsement of this Connd1 
that prompts me to write ro }Ou-- because I \rant to 
become a me1nbcr of it. I wou!d !ik.o to rccci, c the 
literature pubhshc:d by you. Do }CJ)! have represen 
tatfre organi1,1tions in other citie,? If you have in 
Boston-I ,vould lfre to identify myself v. ith it

for no,v and after the war. 
Because 1 think you might be interested • 1 my 

letter o m;- Zionist friend-I am t'ndosin2; a cnJw 
of it. 

Very truly yours, 



Ill ililmlilll~l!illllUi11{1:11illllli!IH!lll!lillltttlOIIHl!l!llmmm11ut!lmt1m1111111!mlmU@«11r1m11m11n11, tillt1m1mmn1111mtlllill!l!l.!lt111( lll1lll!tl!11!1 

Dear M1. ---

25 October 1944 
Ita1y 

1 have just finished reading Samuel's graphic. 
beautiful st01 y of the return and rebuilding of 
Palestine. I have spent many hour reading- the Con
gressiona I Record of the discus ion of HR 418 and 
,pg by the Foreign A.ffairs Commit.tee. l ha\ie not 
read ever word of it-that would be a tedious ta k 
but I have read in their entirety-the tatements of 
every Rabbi. Many of lhem I read more than once. 
In addition T have read the statements of Judge 
Louis F .. Levinthal. Attorne Emanuel Neumann , 
agriculture expert Dr. LO'wdermilk. Harvard pro
fessor of Government Carl Fr"edrich; articles and 
letters by Justice l}randeis, Dr. Chaim \\Teizmann . 
Justice Felix Frankfurter. I ha\c read mo t of the 
oppo·ing- statements too- the mo t notable hcing 
chose h;: l .essiuM .J. Rosenwald and Rabbi ,vm. H . 
Fineshriher. Also-I am no-w familiar , ·ith the Bal
four Dedaratiou, suhseqnent resolutions and en
dorsements, and d1e 1939 British \Vhite Paper. I 
rnhesitatingly approve of America's interest and 

concern in thi problem. \Vith all this hrand ne\\ 



knowledge-I find that the problem is more com
plex than I imagined-yet I think I understand it 
clearly enough now to form an intelligent opinion. 

It is ironic-and a disappointment to me-that I 
cannot share the opinion of the man who was so 
generous as to provide me with so much of his time 
and effort. 

I told you in a previous letter that I had been 
emotionally moved by the eloquent appeals of 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Chaim Weiz
mann. I said to you. "How could anyone not be a 
Zionist?" But then I had not distinguished between 
homeland and state-between necessity and desire. 

I think I should tell you now just what I think 
on the subject of "conduct of government." I want 
a democratic way of li[e economically and politica1-
ly and religiously. I want the kind of political sys
tem that will permit this. I want whatever political 
system will allow free enterprise-that will protect 
the right of the people to select their own governors 
-and impeach them when they fail to be servants 
of the people. If America's political and economic 
doctrines have not been perfect (and indeed the) 
are not as long as serious unemployment can exist 
and as long as egroes are not allnwed their birth
right as American citizens) then they more nearly 
approach the ultimate than any other country. I am 
not one of those soldiers who will return from the 
war a left-wing radical. l.Vlost of us will want only to 
preserve what we have and make some social im
provements. 

I want all people and all nations to be free: Jews, 
Catho]ics, Protestants, Moslems and Jehovah's '\iVit
nesses; Czechoslovakia, Poland, Austria, China. I 
believe in justice and the brotherhood of man. 

I 
I 



That the Jews once had a nation 2000 years ago 
is not to me, a sufficient argument for their claim 
to one today-anymore than England has a claim 
to the U. S. because we , ere once English co Jonie . 
Biblical reference to the Promi ed Land of Israel 
will never be a basis for its restoration-because the 
world has never accepted the Bible as an interpre
tation of international ]aw-even if most man-made 
laws were borrowed from the Bible. 

Surely no one realizes more than I the need for 
refuge or homeless Jews. I've seen their despera
tion. Surely I realize the menace of anti- emitism 
and no one wishes more earne tly for its eradication. 
If I thought Zionism was the answer to anti-Semi
tism I would endorse it wholeheartedly for that 
reason alone. But certainly a Jewish antonomous 
state wi1l add no dignity to a people and will not 
prevent indignities to Jews in or out of Palestine. 

I don't know hm to ol e anti-Semitism but I 
don't see how Zionism can. I only hope that as our 
civilization grows older and gains additional , isdom 
-and attains freedom from fear-anti-Semitism and 
race prejudice will disappear. \Ve have already made 
progress. 

You might say that the Jews ha ea religiou con
sciousness of Palestine. That is so but I don't know 
any who want to go there except as a haven of refuge 
- and when a man needs a haven, almo t any place 
will do. I have spoken to many French Jews who 
fled from France to orth Africa. I have spoken to 
Yugoslav and Hungarian Jews who escaped to Italy 
and we have all spoken to German Jews who found 
refuge in America. The want to return to their. 
homelands-the lands of their birth. If that isn't 
pos ible - then Palestine wi11 be atisfactory - but 



America would be preferred. 1 1ot one seemed to 

possess a nationalistic impulse-other than his orig

inal nationalism. I realize, of course, that my few 

interrogations do not represent the voice of a whole 

people. By the same token neither do the Zionists 

represent the desires ot a whole people. 

Yes, I think that all American Jews desire the 

free entry o[ Jews into Palestine-and, judging from 

my own thoughts which I think are typical of young 

American Jews, these people are under the im

pression that this is the fundamental and only doc

trine of the Zionist program. I think the uninformed 

Jews do not realize that Zionism is political in ad

dition to culture-religious. Even after I read Rabbi 

Silver's statement and Dr. Weizmann's article-I 

did not realize the political desires of Zionism and 

its implications. I think, therefore, that it is not 

accurate to say that most American Jews look with 

favor upon Zionism. 

I have not the slightest doubt about the sincerity 

of Zionist's popular protagonists but I don't agree 

that a Jewish State is necessary for the accomplish

ment of their genuine desires. The Jews admittedly 

have performed a miracle of colonization in Pales

tine. They <lid it without autonomy-why do they 

need it now? 
I most certainly want the ,vhite Paper abtogated. 

I want to abolish aJJ such discriminatory, unfair, 

unjust treatment of the Je,vs. You cannot question 

my Joyalty to and compassion for Jews and Jewish 

problems because I c1m obviously of the school that 

does not consider the Jews a race or a nation. An

thropologist have proved to my satisfaction that 

the Jews are not a race separate from any othe1 

white people of the world. Any Jew, like any non-



Jew, becomes a citizen, a national, of the country in 
which he is born-or legally adopts. 

I believe Judaism and Zionism are separate and 
distinct-as I believe nationalism and religion are 
equally unrelated. One emotion does not strengthen 
the other. Consequently, I don't think that Zionism 
is necc sary £or the survival of Jt1daism. 

I know you will look with disfavor on my opin10n 
-and frankly that bothers me because I would like 
to agree with you because of my respect for yon. 
But I know you do not expect me to compromise 
with my intellectual integrity. Incidentally-I take 
especial exception to some remarl-.s made by Dr. 
Israel Goldstein. He says in eITect, that the Jewish 
people are not supposed to decide f r themselves 
whether they are a race, religion or nation - that 
only their spiritual leaders know the answer. Ile 
says, "unfortunately perhaps not all the laity defer 
to the authority of the rabbinate." (Page I66-Con
gressional Hearings). Also (on page r65) when 
discussing the differences of opinion on our exact 
status, he says, "it is a source of embarrassment to 
me as a Rabbi, ladies and gentlemen, that questions 
of this kind should be subjects for Jay testimony." 
That is au exact repudiation of the tenets of demo
cratic J udaisml '1\Thy should the Rabbi e pect me to 
defer to his authority on such a controversial argu
ment-and why should he be embarrassed because I 
ask myself and other 1aymen. "Is Judaism a nation 
or a religion?'' 

I would say of Judaism what Judge Learned Hand 
so eloquently said of Liberty." (It) lies in the hearts 
of men and women. ,vhen it dies there, no consti
tution, no law, no court can save it. \Vhile it lies 



there-it needs no constitution, no law, no court 
to save it." 

I know Judaism i in my heart-even if it is only 
recently discovered there. I keenl feel the desire 
to do all I can to correct wrong opinions of us. To 
this end I am educating myself in Jewish religion 
and history. I will tr to awaken lethargic, marginal 
J w. 

I lean strongly toward anti-Zionism becau e I 
agTee with the proponents of the thesis that a Jew
ish State would cau e greater unrest in the ear 
East and that it also stablishes a dangerou pre e
dent for all the world' minoritic . 

On this important subject-I ha\ written as I 
thought. For a per on of my •oung age and new 
acquaintance with Zioni m perhaps I should have 
been more modest in m opinions. However, if I 
dis over by furth r reading and discu sion-that I 
have been , rong in the e opinions-I hall unhesi
tatingly abandon them. 

Sincerely, 
G. S. 



DIGEST OF PRINCIPLES 

We Believe That: 

1. The basis of unity among Jews is Religion. 

2. Jews consider themselves nationals of those countries 
in which they live and those lands their homelands. 

3. The present tragic plight of our fellow Jews can be 
remedied only through ultimate victory for and a 
beneficent program of reconstruction and rehabilita
tion for men of all faiths, undertaken by the United 
Nations. 

4. The United Nations should attempt to provide the 
earliest feasible repatriation or resettlement under the 
best possible conditions of all uprooted victims of 
Axis aggression. 

5. Numerous localities must be found throughout the 
world where resettlement can be affected under favor
able auspices. Palestine, due to its splendid accomplish
ments, should continue to be O E of the places when: 
resettlement should be fostered. 

6. Any hopeful future for Jews in Palestine depends 
upon the ultimate establishment of a democratic gov
ernment there, in which Jews, Moslems and Christians 
shall be justly represented. 

We Oppose: 

7. The effort to establish a Jewish ational State in Pal
estine or elsewhere, and its corollary, a Jewish Army, 
as a project that has been and will be deleterious to 
the welfare of Jews in Palestine and throughout the 
world. 

8. All philosophies that stress the racialism, the national
ism and home1essness of the Jews as injurious to their 
interests. 



STAND UP AND BE COUNTEOI 
If you are an American of the Jewish faith and agree with 

the viewpoint expressed in this pamphlet, we urge you t-o 

join the American Counci) for Judaism, Inc. 
Your enlistment will add strength to the expression of' 

the principles of the American Council, which appear on 
the other side of this page. 

The American Council for Judaism, Inc. 
1,21 Arch Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Date ............................... .... ...... . 
As an American of Jewish faith, I subscribe to the principle!-

of the American Council for Judaism, Inc. 
I herewith enclose $2.00 as my annual membership dues. 

(Optional) I herewith contribute $ .... ................. .in addition. 
I authorize the Council to bi1l me at the beginning of the 

fiscal year for dues, each June 15th, until such time a~ I may, 
in writing, inform its Secretary to the contrary. 

Nan1e ........................................................................... ... .. 

Address .... .. .... .. ..... ............. ..................... ........... ... ....... ... .. 

City ... ....... .. ......... ...... .................................................. .. ... . 

THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM, INC. 
I 001 KEYSTONE STATE BUILDING • 1321 ARCH STREET 

T.lepf.o11e llrrteUOflre 8351 PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 

President 
LESSING J. ROSENWALD . 

Philadelphia, Pa: 

Vice-President, 

FRED F. FLORENCE. Dellos, Tex. RABBI LOUIS BINSTOCIC, Chicago, Ill. 
MRS. ELY J. KAHN, New Yori<, N. Y. RABBI lOUIS WOLSEY, Philodelphlo, Pa. 

RABBI IRVING F. REICHERT, Son Francisco, Colif. 

Treasurer 

D. HAYS SOLIS-COHEN, Ph~odelphio, Po. 

Ex eculive Olreclor 
RABBI ELMER BERGER, Philadelphia, Po. 
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