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.ux.ri:CUTIVE D ' 
• POLIS, m. 

CO Y 
August 1st, 1951. 

To the President 
Baltimore Chapter 
The • , erican Council for Judaism 
Post Office Box 322 
Baltimore 3 Ma,-yland . 

Dear Sir: 

You have written me concerning m..r address at Saranac to the 
Commercial Law League Convention. You say: 

11 I notice<l t at you very arauously ur6ed ti e purc~1asing of 
Israeli Bonds . It is difficult for our group (t e .~erican 
Council for Judaism) to understand why you should do tnis, 
in view of the fact tnat a number of Jewishpeople do not 
endorse the idea of allegiance to Israel wnich is part of the 
ionist creed." 

If my stand surprises you, your reaction excites in me nothin s' ort 
of amazement. It is not my purpose to enter into a tecnnical debate on 
Zionism. Suffice to say that Zionism as universally understood does not 
call for political allegiance from American citizens to the Government of 
Israel. Even more pertinently, the purchase of Israeli Bonds involves no 
act of allegiance to Israel. I have never heard it suggested that Americans 
who purchased British or Argentine or Peruvian or other forei~n bonds 
created any problem of allegiance. They were simply Americans v1ho had 
bought foreign bonds. 

Theim licat~ons of your letter have been answered so often that by 
now your society should have ceased to be disturbed over tnis trumped-up 
problem of allebiance. Except in tne case of a few extreru.st anti-Jewisn 
agitators, mo are considered completely irresfonsible in their utterances, 
I have found no probLem of this nature in the minds of my non-Jewish riends. 
Very few inde8d among your own people share your fear that their P..merican 
loyalty is in any sense compromised if t ey show friendly solicitude for 
t e advanceme1t of the new btate of Israel. Tne concern you express over tle 
danger of a split allegiance is excessive and un oleso e, and in my opinion 
rniscontrues the requirements of true alle iance to the United States and its 
ideals. 

Are you intimating that when I speak for the Israeli Bond drive that 
I am guilty of somet. ing forbidd by my allegianze to erica? I could not 
treat seriously any su gestion that my American allegianee as somehow im­
paired wen I purchased an Israel Bond or en I urged others to do so. And 
if my Arerican allegiance is not brought into question oy such action, I do 
not see hovT the Americanism of any of my Jewish friedns is in.paired if they 
showed a natural warmth and sympathy for a young nation whose ideals are 
quite identical to those of our land. '11 ere is no rational basis for fearing 
a conflict of loyalty if Americans are willin to assist Israel in the great 
humanitarian task which it has undertaken. The ove 1elming majority of 
Americans, regardless of creed or national ori in, do not inte ret merican 
patriotism as imposin 1 such an unreasonable restriction up n t emselves or 
on their Jen.sh fellow Americans. 
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It is cause for reproach to Christian and Mohammedan nations that 
some of them have been responsible for the oppression of their Jewish 
minorities, and that others have shared so slightly with Israel in t he work 
of rescue. It is fantastic to say that Americans facilitating this great 
humane undertaldng are remiss in their duty as American citizens. The words 
"national allegiance" and 11 loyalty11 have no place in the discussion, and it 
would be better if your Council would deal with the bond campaign on its 
supposed merits or demerits without attempting to raise suspicions of dis­
loyalty against wortny and gnerous fellow Americans. 

Historically th _;_ s bond drive has many precedents. The railroads of 
the United States, notably the B & O and the Pennsylvania, were to a consi der­
able degree financed by foreign investors. Conversely, American capitalists 
have invested heavily in foreigh lands. Many an erican of Irish extr~ction 
bought Irish Government bonds to aid that nation in its infancy, and I 
have yet to hear it said t hat they were not loyal Americans. In fact, it 
would be not unreasonable to claim that by sho dng their sensitivity to the 
need of t neir Irish kinsmen in their struggle for freedom they proved them­
selves better men and nobler Americans . .American citizenship does not 
exclude cultural, economic and other ties of a non-political nature with a 
friendly people. 

Traditionally it has been considered no violation of national 
allegiance for Americans to invest abroad solely for monetary gain. Certainly 
t he purchase of foreign bonds does not become discreditable on patriotic 
grounds if, coupled with the normal financial motivations, the object is to 
save refugees from persecution and to build a homeland for them and to restore 
a spiritual center for a people to whom we are all religiously indebted. I 
must reject insi1nuations made against those who have faith in the glorious 
fulfillment of the prophetic promise of t he Bi ble and are willing to back 
that faith with deeds. 

People are free to act as their emotions and moral insights dictate 
in relation to such a program as the building up of the Land of Israel. No 
interest of our Country can possibly suffer from in. Those i,v.ho wish may 
ignore it. Both Christians and Jews, who feel impelled by historic 
identification, by a sense of justice, by religious impulse, or for whatever 
reason, to advocate and support this inspiring adventure are free to do so. 
They are not obliged to empty their hearts of normal human sentiments to prove 
the completeness of their American allegiance. Intimidating citizens into 
such crippling self-denial is not serviceable to America. To insist up6n 
it debases a pricelss quality in genuine Americanism. 

As to the fear you entertain that "some of the unusual friendliness 
to Israel that this Government has adopted might possibly be a boomerang to 
us in view of the Arabian attitude toward us. 11 I suggest anx that the question 
of governmental policy be left to the government. In a time when America 
is giving assistance to many nations in an effort to strengthen rtnnrmx democracy, 
what has been done for Israel is neither excessive nor unusual. The United 
States has made even greater contributions to the Arab nations than to Israel. 
A significant factor in the attitude of the United States toward Israel may 
be the recollection that during 1Jorld War II the Jews of Palestine (now 
Israel), t 11en nwnbering only 600,000 souls, gave over 40,000 volunteers to 
El Alamein, and in other dangerous places. The far more numberous Arabs did 
nothing to support the Allies. This demonstration of Israel's trustworthiness 
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as an ally to the democra~ic nations of the world justifies the friendly 
attitude of the United s +ates. Voluntary acts of friendship by American 
citizens, I respectfully submit, are entirely consistent. 

On this q, st~ 0~ I take my position witn such eminent Christian 
.Americans as Dr. Henry A Atkinson of the A.i-oorican Christian Palestine Committee, 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling and Dr. Samuel Guy Inman, who recently declared: 

YAmerican aid to Israel is thoroughly consistent with the 
tenor of our entire foreign assistance program in redent 
years. Israel is a yowig and promising democracy: it 
needs and deserves our help and will richly r ecompense 
us. But our help is needed wit . special urgency, because 
of the vast, humanitarian task Israel has taken upon itself 
in absorbing hwidreds of thousands of Jewish refugees from 
Europe and the Middle Ea.st." 

Your letter adds, "there is no more reason to urge the buying of 
I srael Bonds than the buying of Iranian or Arabian bonds 11 • My only comment is 
that if you should prefer to urge the purchase of Iranian or Arabian bonds 
I might not see fit to follmv your advice, but I should cheeffully acknowledge 
yo ri ght to speak as yo u did without impugning your loyalty as an American. 
Moreover, when Iran or any other nation undertakes a work comparable in 
character to that for which Israel seeks support, I should, as an American, 
consider it an honor to help. 

I spoke as I did at Saranac - and have spoken similarly elsewhere 
and will continue to do so - because I am one of t hose Christians who 
believe completely and literally in God's promise to restore Israel to its 
ancient home. I rejoice that this is happening in my day. I am fille d 
witn admiration for the valor and sacrifice of the small population of Israel 
which has successf ully vri t nstood the attacks of its more numerous enemies in 
the very hour of its birta . I am proud t . at the United States through the 
United Nations had a part in establishing this new sister nation, and I 
feel privileged as an American to assist in a small way in this wora. 

Under the circumstances I cannot understand the indifference of a 
group of Jews to this great enterprise. Opposit~mn from such a source is to 
me quite imcomprehensible. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) THEODORi R. cKELDIN 

Governor 

TRMcK/3IDt. 
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C O P Y 

Rabbi Elmer Berger 

Rabbi Alvin I . Fi'1e 
Tho Cun :, rrl ,1 a ti1 n Emai.1.n- El 

Ar;;uello Boulevar l and l,ake St 1·c('t 
San ~r :incisco 

J anu1.ry 4, 1952 

c/ o A1aerican Council for Jud ism 
201 East 57th Street 
Je·,1 York City 

Dear Rabbi Berecr : 

C O P Y 

Reccntl;)r , r.-e received a lrttcr fror.. a fr iend at. the HEbrc., Uni.on Colle::,c , n.Jvis ing 

us of certain stat~ments made at .q m0r:ti1 g r,f the Ar erican Council for ,Jucla:i mn, at 

the Alms . :otcl~ in Ci!lcinnati , en Dec,:1nbcr 4 th la::;t . c:;.inco roce:i. vinr; that first, 

letter , ·m h·:ve r ecctvcd simil:ir :info:rm:itj on fron sevPral other p0oplc 't":h) -r:·e rc· 

pre sent at the 1.1eet:,jn;-;. 

From these reports, it appears t} ~tt , in stP.tJ.n:.~ the 0bjl~C t.i.ve8 and rkiscrihj_p . .) t 0 

t echniquos o.f the Ar:e ric:u1 Counc:i.i_ for Judaism in it:, c1up0.ign to delete <1JJ c-•1;~ fl.y 
11 ob,jec tior1ab:J.e 11 paf>sa :L~, .l~rcu r,. ·liGi0us scl ool textbooks , Gr to coerce rn:)ld 0 t ; 

change those textbookD , ~rcu sail tlw t at Conc~ r e~a Lion }),ianu-bl i.n S:in 1:TranciJc C' 11 2. 

ZiOi~ist r :1bbj_ y;::u brout~ht t u the ~1 e:J.nt ~.-rhe ···1..·, he had Lo bP 1·c:. S}>0nt.d.bl0 to his . 'c 1. "• 

of Trustees in r0spect t t e:x.tboc!:s , 11 a:x!. thn.t l'w y:·as 11 forced 11 to exclude cer' :r.n 

textbooks c1.nc.l coerced j nto <lelutin,J cert~.i.n 11 0.ff~nsi ve: 11 0 r 11 objec tionable" pacs..-Llps. 

The only fraGr:wnt of truth in tLesc s~~atc:ments is that tr e rabbi referre to i •' a 

Zionist . 

'Je are wri tine this lctt!J r to brand everyth_·Ln~ el~Je in your stn ter1ents , as r n; ort­

ed above , to be complete fabricAt-' on and ntt .r falschcod . You vrnuld do ·we] 1 •1·. o 

refrain from repeating them . You ,;muld clo he t'l,er to exe1·c :i.se a mcast r e of re :; .... 

ponsibili ty and show a concern for tr)1thfulness in your ~:; tater:ients . Either y , u 

are respon~ible for these f alse statr;!'lents or· you lLave b een S'l.dly rnisinl'ormede In 

either c 2se , kno::inbly or in isnorance , ytJU ar0 r .sponsible for rep8ni....' r ~ false, 

statements p ,Jblicly . In do-Lnc so , JOU have misled y0nr audioucc an auns ,}d the 

truth. 

ln our Relj _ ious School, vre nse thn te,xthooks and publicnti.ons of the Uninn of 

American Hebr ew Conr:;regat:i.ona , :1nd we are Bllidml by thfi l' rt· COli i0 nded curr.i.c. lumo 

Ii the sevcr 1.l ye2rs that rre ha-_rc ~)ecn vri th this Con:;recatlon , vrc hav(' excluded no 

textbooks and vre have deleted no passaees labelr-id as '1of.l.'c~nsi ve 11 c,r 11 00,iect ~onable 11 

by the American Council fo r Judaism. 

As rnbbis, our policies are ctct0r .. 1iru and o,ir aff;d.rn ::t.re conducted in th , bast 

interes ·s of JudG.ism and the con reg2tion vm s01·v9. In our raub·L ic:J l servi ce, ,·re 
.ave not heen arn.l we shJ.11 not be infl enced or coerced by pres cure fror the 

American Council for Ju.-·ni sm. 

We are sendin _. copies of this letter to many o.f our collcagnos in th". Cnntral Con­
ference of -~r:ioricc1n hab:.iis , so that if they h 1ve: alre:1dv he:.i.rd ycur --;ta4

', -r.1~11 b,, ~s 

- - _ t1 ey wc.1re reno rt< 'd to us , our frienC.:s vi 11 1010 ·1 that Lhese st.a trn:1ent..:i a1·e .Cal:,o ~ 

and if you shoulu bo irr esponsible enou~h to r (lpeat tl1cse statemei ts in tlo fut ·,·•e , 

our -colleagues will be forernrned by the truth. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alvin I. Fi 1e Rabbi liey r Heller 
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Hay 13 , 1952 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street and Ansel Ro~d 
Clevel1nd 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Exec11ti11e Director 
Elmer Berger 

As you may have read in the February Council News, we are sn nsorin~ 
or otherrdse encoura ,ing he public.qtion 8rd./ o use of a number of 
new Religious School l,ooks. In various stages of completion no,N Are 

A Partisan History of JudaisCT, by Elmer _ergtlr, for colle~e-a~e and 
adult study groups (pub L hed last fall); The Growth of Judaism, by 
Allan Tarshish, for high school and Confim tion classes (available 
in a mimeographed experimental edition); Tell .{e Why -- A Primer for 
Judaism, by Dorothy E. Bohrov, for primary rades (rea y in '11 .o­
graphed expeririental edition); and Je ·ish Thoughts for Je\'nsh You h ,. 
by Abraham Cronbach, f o hi0h school arrl yout ~roups ( in TT1anuscript) . 
Others are bein~ planned. 

This cre.~tive aspect of our progra of Rel:i_~j_ous and Synae;ogue Activities 
is accompanied by what we believe o e he eouall co:istructive a 
positive critical function of exa~ining, classi ying, aru ev luatine 
existing Reli0 ious School mat~rial in current use . The criterion we 
follow is its suitability and proprie y for the furtherance o a universal 
am non-nationalistic, a sp:~itual and non-secul r , prophetic Juraism 
for Americans • 

W~ have recently completed the seco revised and enlarged edition o 
Religious School Textbook Analyses, a mlmeoera hed volume of 1 3 pages , 
containing reviews an supple entary listings of 113 te tbooks , p pi •s 
workbooks, teacher ' s manuals, and other tertching aids . The reviews 
abound in tnro native detail arrl documentation, cu o in1; by chapter rtrrl 
v rse for illustrat ·on. Included are an explanatory Intro uction an~ 
Prefatory ote , as l'fell as n . naly ical Table of Con ants for rea y 
reference . This -vrork is conti'1uinr~; an future supnlernents ill be 
issued from tiroo to ,ime . 

I you so desire , please return the enclosed postpai reply card ; and 
I '"'hall be glad to send you the new· e i tion of Textbook An lyses vri th 
our compli~ents, in time for any curriculum plarming you may be doin~ 
for the new year. Your subsen ent comments wil be most welcome . 

Sincere y , 

0 0 
~ 

Rabbj_ Sa uel Halevi Baron, 

{J)Jud., iL lnL Ci,.u.nal? ~eli~ious Director 

A national organization maintaining an educational program dedicated to the universal tradition of Judaism an~ t_he increasin~ na~ion~I, civic: cultural an~ ~oci?I 
integration of Americans of Jewish faith. The Council affirms that: "nationality and religion are separate and d1shnch our nahonahty II American, our rehg,on ts 
Judaism, our homeland is the U. s. A." Rejeds the concept that the State of Israel is "The National ~ome!and of the Jewish people", maint?ins that no Jew. or 
troup of Jews, including the spokesmen of Israel, can represent all Jews in America, and that the nahonahsm of Israel must be confined to ,ts own boundaries. 
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