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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ANNAPOLIS, MD.

August 1lst, 1951,

To the President

Baltimore Chapter

The American Council for Judaism
Post Office Box 322

Baltimore 3 Mayyland.

Dear Sir:

You have written me concerning my address at Saranac to the
Commercial Law League Convention. You say:

"T noticed that you very arduously urged the purchasing of
Israeli Bonds., It is difficult for our group (the American
Council for Judaism) to understand why you should do this,

in view of the fact that a number of Jewishpeople do not
endorse the idea of allegiance to Israel which is part of the
Zionist creed."

If my stand surprises you, your reaction excites in me nothing short
of amazement. It is not my purpose to enter into a technical debate on
Zionism, Suffice to say that Zionism as universally understood does not
call for political allegiance from American citizens to the Govermment of
Israel. Even more pertinently, the purchase of Israeli Bonds involves no
act of allegiance to Israel. I have never heard it suggested that Americans
who purchased British or Argentine or Peruvian or other foreign bonds
created any problem of allegiance. They were simply Americans who had
bought foreign bonds.,

The implications of your letter have been answered so often that by
now your society should have ceased to be disturbed over this trumped-up
problem of allegiance. Except in the case of a few extremist anti-Jewish
agitators, who are considered completely irresponsible in their utterances,

I have found no problem of this nature in the minds of my non-Jewish friends.
Very few indeed among your own people share your fear that their American
loyalty is in any sense compromised if they show friendly solicitude for

the advancement of the new State of Israel. The concern you express over the
danger of a split allegiance is excessive and unwholesome, and in my opinion
miscontrues the requirements of true allegiance to the United States and its
ideals.

Are you intimating that when I speak for the Israeli Bond drive that
I am guilty of sometaing forbidddn by my allegianze to America? I could not
treat seriously any suggestion that my American allegianee was somehow im-
paired when I purchased an Israel Bond or when I urged others to do so. And
if my American allegiance is not brought into question by such action, I do
not see how the Americanism of any of my Jewish friedns is impaired if they
showed a natural warmth and sympathy for a young nation whose ideals are
quite identical to those of our land. There is no rational basis for fearing
a conflict of loyalty if Americans are willing to assist Israel in the great
humanitarian task which it has undertaken, The overmhelming majority of
Americans, regardless of creed or national origin, do not interpret American
patriotism as imposingz such an unreasonable restriction upon themselves or
on their Jewish fellow Americans.
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It is cause for reproach to Christian and Mohammedan nations that
some of them have been responsible for the oppression of their Jewish
minorities, and that others have shared so slightly with Israel in the work
of rescue, It is fantastic to say that Americans facilitating this great
humane undertaking are remiss in their duty as American citizens. The words
"national allegiance" and "loyalty" have no place in the discussion, and it
would be better if your Council would deal with the bond campaign on its
supposed merits or demerits without attempting to raise suspicions of dis-
loyalty against wortay and gnerous fellow Americans.

Historically this bond drive has many precedents. The railroads of
the United States, notably the B & O and the Pennsylvania, were to a consider-
able degree financed by foreign investors. Conversely, American capitalists
have invested heavily in foreigh lands. Many an American of Irish extrgction
bought Irish Government bonds to aid that nation in its infancy, and I
have yet to hear it said that they were not loyal Americans. In fact, it
would be not unreasonable to claim that by showing their sensitivity to the
need of tneir Irish kinsmen in their struggle for freedom they proved them-
selves better men and nobler Americans. American citizenship does not
exclude cultural, economic and other ties of a non-political nature with a
friendly people.

Traditionally it has been considered no violation of national
allegiance for Americans to invest abroad solely for monetary gain. Certainly
the purchase of foreign bonds does not become discreditable on patriotic
grounds if, coupled with the normal financial motivations, the object is to
save refugees from persecution and to build a homeland for them and tc restore
a spiritual center for a people to whom we are all religiously indebted. I
must reject insinvations made against those who have faith in the glorious
fulfillment of the prophetic promise of the Bible and are willing to back
that faith with deeds.

People are free to act as their emotions and moral insights dictate
in relation to such a program as the building up of the Land of Israel. No
interest of our Country can possibly suffer from ik, Those who wish may
ignore it. Both Christians and Jews, who feel impelled by historic
identification, by a sense of justice, by religious impulse, or for whatever
reason, to advocate and support this inspiring adventure are free to do so.
They are not obliged to empty their hearts of normal human sentiments to prove
the completeness of their American allegiance. Intimidating citizens into
such crippling self-denial is not serviceable to America. To insist upon
it debases a pricelss quality in genuine Americanism.

As to the fear you entertain that "some of the unusual friendliness
to Israel that this Government has adopted might possibly be a boomerang to
us in view of the Arabian attitude toward us." I suggest akikx that the question
of governmental policy be left to the government. In a time when America
is giving assistance to many nations in an effort to strengthen dmmsmexrmx democracy,
what has been done for Israel is neither excessive nor unusual. The United
States has made even greater contributions to the Arab nations than to Israel.
A significant factor in the attitude of the United States toward Israel may
be the recollection that during World War II the Jews of Palestine (now
Israel), taen numbering only 600,000 souls, gave over 40,000 volunteers to
El Alamein, and in other dangerous places. The far more numberous Arabs did
nothing to support the Allies. This demonstration of Israel's trustworthiness
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as an ally to the democratic nations of the world justifies the friendly
attitude of the United States. Voluntary acts of friendship by American
citizens, I respectfully submit, are entirely consistent.

On this question I take my position witan such eminent Christian
Americans as Dr. Henry A Atkinson of the American Christian Palestine Committee,
Dr. Daniel A. Poling and Dr. Samuel Guy Inman, who recently declared:

YAmerican aid to Israel is thoroughly consistent with the
tenor of our entire foreign assistance program in redent
years, Israel is a young and promising democracy: it
needs and deserves our help and will richly recompense
us. But our help is needed wit. special urgency, because
of the vast, humanitarian task Israel has teken upon itself
in absorbing hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees from
Europe and the Middle East."

Your letter adds,"there is no more reason to urge the buying of
Israel Bonds than the buying of Iranian or Arabian bonds". My only comment is
that if you should prefer to urge the purchase of Iranian or Arabian bonds
I might not see fit to follow your advice, but I should cheeffully acknowledge
your right to speak as you did without impugning your loyalty as an American.
Moreover, when Iran or any other nation undertakes a work comparable in
character to that for which Israel seeks support, I should, as an American,
consider it an honor to help.

I spoke as I did at Saranac - and have spoken similarly elsewhere
and will continue to do so - because I am one of those Christians who
believe completely and literally in God's promise to restore Israel to its
ancient home. I rejoice that this is happening in my day. I am filled
with admiration for the valor and sacrifice of the small population of Israel
which has successfully withstood the attacks of its more numerous enemies in
the very hour of its birta. I am proud tnat the United States through the
United Nations had a part in establishing this new sister nation, and I
feel privileged as an American to assist in a small way in this work.

Under the circumstances I cannot understand the indifference of a
group of Jews to this great enterprise, Opposition from such a source is to
me quite imcomprehensible.

Sincerely,

(signed) THEODORE R. McKELDIN

Governor
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Rabbi Alvin I. Fine
The Congregation Emanu-El
Arguello Boulevard and lake Street
San francisco

January L, 1952

Rabbi Elmer Berger

¢/o American Couneil for Judaism
201 East 57th Street

New York City

Dear Rabbi Berger:

Recently, e received a lctter from a friend at the Hebrew Union College, advising
us of certain statements made at a meeting of the American Council for Judaigswm, at
the Alms lotel, in Cincinnati, on December Lth last. Since receiving that first
letter, we have received similar information from several other people who were
precent at the meeting.

¥rom these renorts, it appears that, in stating the objectives and describing the
techniques of the American Councii for Judaism in its campaign to delete alls edl
nobjectionable" passazes Irom religious school textbeoks, or to coerce rabbis to
change those textbooks, rou said thet at Congregation Baanu-ElL in San PFranciscc a
Zionist rabbi brought to the ncint where he had to be responsible to his R ard
of Trustees in respect to textboels," and that he was "forced" to exclude certain
textbooks and coerced into deleting certain "offensive" or "objectionable" passijise

{s

The only fragment of truth in these statements is that the rabbi referred to is a
Zionist
3 - -

We are vwriting this letter to brand everythinz else in your statements, as rencrt-
ed above, to be complete fabrication and utter falsehcod. You would do well *to
refrain from repeatingz them, You would do better to exercise a measure of rese
ponsibility and show a concern for truthfulness in your statements. Fither you
are responsible for these false statements or vou have been sadly misiniormed.
either case, knowingly or in ignorance, you arc responsible for repeating false
statements publicly. In doing so, you have misled your audience and abusad the
truth,

In our Religious School, we use the textbooks and publicaticns of the Union of
American Hcbrew Congregations, and we are guided by their recommended curriculum.
In the several years that we have been with this Congregaticn, we have excluded no
textbooks and we have deleted no passages labeled as "offensive" or "objectionable"
by the American Council for Judaism.

As rabbis, our policies are determined and our affairs are conducted in the best
interests of Judaism and the congregation we serve, In our rabbinical service, we
have not heen and we shall not be influeiced or coerced by prescure from the
American Council for Judaism.

We are sendins copies of this letter to many of our colleagues in the Central Con=
ference of American habbis, so that if they have already heurd ycur statencnts, as
they were revorted to us, our friends will know that these statements are lfalse;

and if you should be irresponsible enough to repeat these slatements in the future,

our colleagues will be forewarned by the truth.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Alvin I, Fine Rabbi lleyer Heller
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May 13, 1952 —
Executive Director

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Eaver Sugw

East 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland 5, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

As you may have read in the February Council News, we are sponsoring
or otherwise encouraging the publication amd/or use of a number of
new Religious School Pooks, In various stages of completion now are

A Partisan History of Judaism, by Elmer Berger, for college-are and
adult study groups (published last fall); The Growth of Judaism, by
Allan Tarshish, for high school and Confirmation classes (available

in a mimeographed experimental edition); Tell Me Why =- A Primer for
Judaism, by Dorothy E. Bobrow, for primary grades (ready in mimeo-
graphed experimental edition); and Jewish Thoughts for Jewish Youth,
by Abraham Cronbach, for hizh school aml youth sroups (in manuscript).
Others are being planned,

This creative aspect of our program of Religious and Synazogue Activities
is accompanied by what we believe to be the ecually constructive and
positive critical function of examining, classifying, and evaluating
existing Religious School material in current use, The criterion we
follow is its suitability and propriety for the furtherance of a universal
and ron-nationalistic, a spiritual and non-secular, prophetic Judaism

for Americans,

We have recently completed the second revised and enlarged edition of
Religious School Textbook Analyses, a mimeographed volume of 183 pages,
containing reviews and supplementary listings of 113 textbooks, pdpil's
workbooks, teacher's manuals, and other teaching aids, The reviews
abound in informative detail and documentation, amoting by chapter and
verse for illustration. Included are an explanatory Introduction and
Prefatory Note, as well as an Analytical Table of Contents for ready
reference, This work is contimuing; and future supplements will be
issued from time to time,

If you so desire, please return the enclosed postpaid reply card; and
I shall be glad to send you the new edition of Textbook Analyses with
our compliments, in time for any curriculum plamning you may be doing
for the new year, Your subsequent comments will be most welcome,

SHB:db Sincerely,

S LB oSrtenne,

Rabbi Samuel Halevi Baron,
Relizious Director

What is the (ouncil?

A national organization maintaining an educational program dedicated to the universal tradition of Judaism and the increasing national, civic, cultural and social
integration of Americans of Jewish faith. The Council affirms that: “nationality and religion are separate and distinct; our nationality is American; our religion is
Judaism; our homeland is the U. S. A." Rejects the concept that the State of Israel is “The National Homeland of the Jewish people’; maintains that no Jew or
group of Jews, including the spokesmen of Israel, can represent all Jews in America; and that the nafionolism of Israel must be confined to its own boundaries.
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