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JOSEPH f', GUf'FIEY, PA. 

HIDUIIERT PILLEN, CLIERK 

Rabbi bba 
The Temple 
ast 105 h 

Cleveland, 

Hillel 

treet 
uhio 

y dear Sir: 

ilver 

COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES 

Fran~lin, Penns lv. ni 
eptember 23, 1936 

.11.n l Road 

The Committee on i anufacture s f the Senate, 
under Senate Resolution, is duin _ some work n a ation 1 

oon mio Council, or N tional C unoil which, believe, ma 
prov t be one of th., moat imp rta.nt and fundamental under
takings in enerati ns. I am enclosin a dieoussi n intended 
to . ive reAasure of peneral orientation to the ork . .., 

any of the question involved are com9ar tive
ly new and ,e have, therefore, held no he~rings to date be
cause e nia n t think it ould dd much of v lue to call it
nesses to the at nd, as fi:rst st p, and ask the q11 tions 
they po sibly had never carefully considered. s opposed to 
such method, we are first tr in._ to lay the q_uec:-t ions in
volved before ur thinking pe ple nd to afford them a real 
opportunity to consider these ouestions na t contri ute from 
their exp e rience nd judgment to the 1ork . 

T better brin~ to bear the we 1th of experi
ence and kno~ledge in the nati n s a hole, e re formin~ 

n dvisory C mmit e fr r rn the d ifferen fields to cooper te 
with the Committee on l'a.nuf ctures of the Senate. Later on, 
in order o . ive the members f the ~dvis r r up more 
convenient opportunit to discuss this ith us f nd ith each 
other, e expect to hold some regional eetin s. he proeress 
made fr h s been very enc our ging. 

I think the effort bein m de t P.ive the best 
minds and judgm nt f then ion a real opportunit t con tder 
the~ tter with mple ime to hink i ver n 11 its spects 
before a bill i~ in roduoed or he rin s re eld is very sig-
nific nt in i elf nd constitute d ocratic technique erit-
ing the hole he rted support of the more thou.htful. 

Recent events in pain and indeed the hole 
curr nt of vents bro d 9eak ver for ibl f he dangers 



Rabbi il ver September 23, 1936 2 

facinff democratic systems and, unless we are to ssume that 
our over ent ie wholly imMune fr maladies which ffect 
others, I believe the ~ tter of a ational Council suoh as is 
contemplated f r transcen s the man other innumer ble move
ments which prese up n tlS for ttention. I is a. riuestion 
whether it a not be abs lutely essential t the fut re of 
our democracy nd democracy the world over to provide some 
mec hanism to better brinP to bear the P.eneral intelligence and 

- ~ J 

jud m nt available. 

I do not believe, as I fee 1 s11re y u. d not 
believe, in mixinp. religion and politics . his d es not mean, 
however, as I see it, th t we should turn our b· ck upon the 
significance f the spiritual elemPnt in 0 11r civiliz tion and 
it seem· to me entirel- fittin. nd proper th t the spiritu 1 
leaders of the nati n should be interesten, in n entirely non
sectarian way, in such an undertaking as this propo~ed ational 
C unoil . There is in it, it seems to me, much that h uld 
appeal to them, bee us in pl ce of much of the strife and c n
flict and the conccmitant injuries thereof, it envisages the 
settlement of the problem nd disputes of men by a more real 
understanding nd a more real brotherhood and seeks to provide 
a practical mechanism whereby men c n be broup-h top.-ether and 
from which b .tter understanding and bet er feeling w uld 
naturally flow . . side from other con id rations, it is bee om-
ing more uenerally reoog~ized th t r ve dangers e it ht our 
civilizati n and its wonders may destroy itself 1nless progress 
in the mate rial field is co ompa nied by that spiritual 1)r ogress 
which alone ~a.y av 11 to prevent such a result . Recent utter
ances of men °uoh as Charles Lindberg nd dmiral Byrd show how 
keenly they feel about the nangers which the advance of civili
zation in the field of aviation has browht to thee 1 tence of 
civilization it elf and this is only one inet noe of a very rave 
and profound proble~ , at the heart of ' vmioh lies the problem of 
spiritual pr gress . 

There is, therefore, it seems to me a very proper 
place for · 011r interest in this m tter and I ;ill be very elad to 
hear fro . , 011 regarding it . enator 3 11lkley, of Cleveland, is 
Chairman of t ~e uenate Corrrrn ittee in charge of the work. I will be 
over to see hi sonetime soon ~nd ill be 1 d to see ou lso , if 
poRsible, ~nd discuss this ith you . 

H pin~ t hear from • u, lam, 

incerel y urs , 

E.~n 
irector, InvestiR tion 

t ion 1 ~conomic Council 
u. : . Box 388 - r nklin, enn • iv ni 
4nclo ure 
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Rabbi bba Hillel ' Jlver, 
10311 Lake 'hore Blvd., 
Clevelan ~ ·hio .. 

.JJear abbi ' ilver: 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

149 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Bishop Robert L. Paddock 

Dale Kramer 

C. J. Hendley 

Guy Emery Shipler 

Mary Fox 

Dorothy Detzer 

Josephine Schain 

A. A. MacLeod 

Margaret Forsyth 

Joseph Lash 

EXECUTIVE SEc·v 

Fred Hodgson 

'1'' i !J <.; r:11.i tte is sp...; ~ ·orin a as s Lieeting to be h ld 

·ruesd a.y, .uecell1 e r 8 t h , o.t !..uclid . V •;~_. e LJ.J.)t. r, l, U.l..i. l.'1.;.1 

at 8:00 •. ~his meetin i s bein held in an effort 

to aid the panish p copl in ti ir heroic struggle to 

preserve democracy and fi g t t e atto.c k of ~·ascisL. 

1he famous opanish visitors - oenora lsabel de alencia, 

member of the .League of i a ti ona; ev. atller Luis ~ara

sola, rell-known rit r on r elig ious sub j ects, and , r

c elino .LJ on.ingo, for er .. i ni >,Jt e r .t..dtic · t, • o .. , •• i :l 1 l-1'(.. 

their only ~leveland appear ne t a t t hat time. 

e vo ·ld like you to 
sit upon t he platfor 
tould you kindly let 
e ~OS ible. 

mf 
ST U 
19366 

be present with us a t t na t tie, to 

i t our distin5 uis 1ed spea rs. 

us kno 'I by .trri a. wilet1:er i' is ill 

U.).!" i o.11 yo u 



, 

Decembers, 19~8 

r. George ~alda, Chair an, 
·orth Am ric n Co::unittee to Aid Spani b 81Docrac, 
n !Deers ·1a • , 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

dear r. Paldas 

wt me thank you for yo r lett r 
of Decem er 2 an f'or the invit tion ich ou 
extend to me to a t nd the mase meeti o: the 
Cleveland Cha.Jter of t · e .: or Am rican Co m ttee 
to Aid wpanish Democracy on Tu da ening, 
D cember a. o Temple n' Clu i h ving 
a dinn rm ting on t veni n d it will 
th refore not be s i le :or me to ttend. 

ith be t ishes, p rmit • 
to emain 

Ver cordiall)' _. ours , 

AUSa uK 
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' j Ol 
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John Dos Passos Paul Kellogg 
Prof. Paul Douglas Freda Kirchwey 
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Prof. Henry Pratt Fairchild Archibald Mcleish 
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Pres. Frank P. Graham Benjamin C. Marsh 
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Rev. John Haynes Holmes Herbert A. Miller 
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Thomas Addis 
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Louis Miller, M.D. 

llabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
10311 Lake Shore Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Babbil 

January 20, 1937 

A short time ago Mr. John Sherman, representative 

Chairman of Executive Committee 

of tbe lledical Bureau of the American lrienda of Span
ish Democracy, called upon you seeking your support and 
sponsorahip of the Cleveland Chapter of the Bureau, and 
your memberahlp upon the National Committee. I have 
accepted the Chairmsnahip of the Cleveland Chapter, and 
you will be pleaae4 to know that such people as Dr. Boy 
Scott, Dr. T. Wingate Todd, Dr. Harry Goldblatt, Dr. Saul Carson 

Executive Director 

Roger Chase 
General Secretary 

John Guttman, M.D. 
Treasurer 

Harry H. Lenhart, Mias Grace Coyle have already offered 
their full aupport as aponaors of the organization. I 
write to Terify your acceptance as indicated by Mr. Sher
man, and will telephone to confirm this. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ 
Dr. Jerome Gross 
Chairman, Cleveland Chapter 

by de 
-=========================================--

General CommlttN 
Bishop Robert L. Paddock 

Chairman 
John Dewey 

Vice-Chairman 
Enculln CommlltN 

Mildred Adams 
Roger N. Baldwin 
Eleanor Copenhaver 
Charles J. Hendley 
Hubert C. Herring 
Corllsa Lamont 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr 
Joeephlne Schain 
George Soule 
Rev. William B. Spofford 
Maxwell Stewart 

Committff 

Devere Allen 
Harry Elmer Barnes 
Carleton Beals 
Stephen Vincent Benet 
Mrs. Francis Biddle 
Alfred Bingham 
Bruce Bliven 
Mra. W. Russell Bowie 
Rev. Raymond B. Bragg 
Dr. Dwight Bradley 
Herschel Brickell 
Heywood Broun 
Charles C. Burlingham 
Prof. C. E. Chapman 

Prof. Morris Cohen 
Malcolm Cowley 
Dr. Edward T. Devine 
John Dos Passos 
Prof. Paul Douglas 
Dr. Stephen P. Duggan 
Sherwood Eddy 
John Edelman 
John L. Elliott 
Prof. Henry Pratt Fairchild 
Dr. D. J. Fleming 
Waldo frank 
Pres. Frank P. Graham 
L. 0. Hartman 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Rabbi Edward Israel 

Rev. John Paul Jones 
Matthew Josephson 
Francis Fisher Kane 
Paul Kellogg 
Freda Kirchwey 
Max Lerner 
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
Prof. C. H. Mcilwain 
Archibald Mcleish 
Dr. John Mackay 
Hon. Vito Marcantonio 
Benfamln C. Marsh 
Hon. Maury Maverick 
Herbert A. Miller 
Lewis Mumford 

Prof. Charles Clayton Morrtaon 
Pres. William Allen Nlelaon 
Prof. Frederick Nussbaum 
Prof. Harry A. Overstreet 
Bishop Edward L. Parsona 
William Pickens 
Charles Edward Russell 
Prof. Arthur M. Schlesinger 
Leland Stowe 
Dr. Allen Sweezy 
Mary Van IGeeck 
Oswald Garrison Vlllard 
Lillian D. Waid 
Rev. David Rhys Williama 
Rabbi Stephen S. WIN 

~ ... 
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ROOM 301-20 VESEY STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 

♦ 

Telephone: BArclay 7-3810 

CLEV.ELAA"D CHAPTER 
542 DGINEERS BLDG, 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

M.Un 7940 

February 10, 1937 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silvar 
10 11 Lakeshore Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

There will be a very important meeting of the 
Medical Bureau on Sunday, Feb. 14, 2: 0 P .. at the 
Y.W.C.A., Prospect and 18th Street. e should like 
to have all the members of the Cleveland Conmittee 
there. 

Harry Seldin, D.D.S. T.he plans for our concert to aid the Sp r.inish people 
Henry E. Sigerist• M.D. are almost completed. As you may know, the date has been C.-E. A. Winslow, Dr. P.H. 

0 
set for March 12 at the Masonic !uditorium. The following 

Louis Miller, M.D. people and org nizations are contributing their talent: 
Chairman of Executive Committee Arthur Loesser' Mary Elizabeth Gle son, Leon Machan, the 

Roger Chase Women 1 s Symphony Orchestra, and myself. 
General Secretary 

John Guttman, M.D. 
Treasurer 

We have sent your name to the 
added to the National Committee. 

ational Office to be 

Very sincerely you.rs, 

Dr. Jerome Gross, Chairman 

by de. 

•===================================================• 
General Commiltff 

Bishop Robert L. Paddock 
Chairman 

John Dewey 
Vice-Chairman 
Euc:atl•e Committee 

Mildred Adams 
Roger N. Baldwin 
Eleanor Copenhaver 
Charles J. Hendley 
Hubert C. Herring 
Corliss Lamont 
Or. Reinhold Niebuhr 
Josephine Schain 
George Soule 
Rev. William B. Spofford 
Maxwell Stewart 

Committee 

Devere Allen 
Harry Elmer Barnes 
Carleton Beals 
Stephen Vincent Benet 
Mrs. Francis Biddle 
Alfred Bingham 
Bruce Bliven 
Mra. W. Russell Bowle 
Rev. Raymond B. Bragg 
Dr. Dwight Bradley 
Herschel Brickell 
Heywood Broun 
Charles C. Burlingham 
Pref. C. E. Chapman 

Prof. Morris Cohen 
Malcolm Cowley 
Dr. Edward T. Devine 
John Dos Passes 
Prof. Paul Douglas 
Dr. Stephen P. Duggan 
Sherwood Eddy 
John Edelman 
John L. Elliott 
Prof. Henry Pratt Fairchild 
Dr. D. J. naming 
Waldo Frank 
Pres. Frank P. Graham 
L. 0. Hartman 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Rabbi Edward Israel 

Rev. John Paul Jones 
Matthew Josephson 
Francis Fisher Kane 
Paul Kellog~ 
Freda Klrchwey 
Max Lerner 
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
Prof. C.H. Mcilwain 
Archibald Mcleish 
Dr. John Mackay 
Hon. Vito Marcantonio 
Benjamin C. Marsh 
Hon. Maury Maverick 
Herbert A. Miller 
Lewis Mumford 

Prof. Charles Clayton Morrison 
Pres. William Allen Nielson 
Prof. Frederick Nussbaum 
Prof. Harry A. Overstreet 
Bishop Edward L. Paraona 
William Pickens 
Charles Edward Russell 
Prof. Arthur M. Schlesinger 
Leland Stowe 
Dr. Allen Sweezy 
Mary Van IOeeck 
Oswald Garrison Villard 
Lillian D. Wald 
Rev. David Rhys Williama 
Rabbi Stephen S. WIN ...... 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Cl.Ass OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

ll. 9. WHITE NIEWCOi.iB CARLTON .J. C. WILLIEVIER 

f'RUIDIIHT CHAIIIMAN Of' TH& ■OARD f'lllaT VIC&•f'll&SID&NT 

SYMBOLS 

DL - Day Letter 

NM -= Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC "" Deferred Cable 

NLT ... Cable Nis:ht Letter 

ShJp Radiogram 

Tbe fllinc time abown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of re<:eipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination. 

Received at 2040 East 9th St., Cleveland, Ohio cHE.J\L~I'o?~iNE st I :J/ i' ., ,,_ " 

_, 1 .- NL= L . ' J , :/\ S ~ :') t,_:i -'-" -

/1, B t A ILL - L 0 1LVE R= 

Cf, E TE PLE El\ T 1 k r Ar·n A s ... L RT CLEv~·= 

I\ CCE P TE 1 .J J I T t. T IO T OF THE NORTH 

R I c co r t TTE T I D s P1 r 1 , E .. CR/.\r-Y T I A 

ARO US 
. 

l )El.13 L P. tT TIO J I J THE LO C t\ L p ES I ~E--SURE 

I PUT FO . T'.f TO I IT I u YO U J\RE 0 r- OF I, E C. .. 

R I fl . Er. BEP F TH I OR , ! I Z f, T I O J 'HE T. 1 Er YO U ARE 

A. -- r Lr A TE f I TH IT OR OT r /1. op 
I I I ECII\T- YOUR 11 

I I TT .: 

T /\ TEL,E ,~T Of T 0 uBJr-cr - y I P r: A I L PEC IJ\L EL I VERY= 
P.,~Bi:J I 1--Rl'.EL H/\, BURG . 

THE QUICKE T, URE T AND SAFE T WAY TO SE D MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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NF NEWYORK NY 22 11-'1'-P 

RABB I ABBA HI U.EL --SILVER ANSEL TEMPLE1CLVD 
- I 

This Is• full rate Telegram, Cablegram or 
Radiogram unless otherw ise Indicated by 
signal in the check or in the address. 

DL DAY L ETTER 

NL NI GHT L ETTER 

NM NIGHT M ESS4 GE 

L CO DEFERREO~ BLE 

NLT NIGHT CA BLt. LETTER 

R A DIOGRA M 

·33 APR ?~ p 5 I 4 

FOLLOW I NG CABLE RECEIVED PARIS QUOTE NATIONAL CONFFRENCE ON SPAIN 

~KING PLA~E LONDON APRIL TWENTY THIRD HUGE IMPCRTANCE SEND 

MESSAGES AU. CRQA NI ZATI ONS AND P~ SONA LI Tl ES TO NA Tl ONA L 

CON FERENCE SPAIN 125 NEW BOND STREET LONDON UNQUOTE 

MEDI eAL BUR EAU AND NORTH AMN COMMITTEE TO Al D SPANISH 

DEJ.10CRACY; 



MEDICAL BUREAU 

AMERICAN--ERIENDS __ OE ,S.eANISH DEMOCRACY. 
CLEVELAND CHAPTER 

ROOM 217 750 PROSPECT AVENUE MAIN 7940 
CLEVELAND COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

ROOM 301 - 20 VESFY ST. 

Mildred L. Bowen, M.D. 

Rev. Dan F. Bradley 

Grace Coyle 

Samuel 0. Freed!andcr, MD 

Moses Garber, MD. 

Chas. H. Garvin, M.D. 

Mary Elizebeth Gleason 

Harry Gol:Jblatt, M.D. 

Carl H Lenhart, M.D 

Arthur Laesser 

A!fred S. 'JSchl,-.?, J . .D. 

Samuel R Michael, D D S 

Roy W Sc:ctt, , D 

Robbi Abba Hillel Silver 

T W;ngate Todd, MD. 

Harry R T·attn::-r,, C' 

G rtrud:? Wii~cn 

Jc-· r rnc Gross, i D 
Chairman 

April 29th, 1937 

Deor Sir: 

The grent Irish priest nnd patriot, Rev. Father 
Mich~e l O'Flanng~n~ will come to Glerel~nd, Wed
nesday, M.~y 5th~ Speuking in the b llroom of 
the Public P..all nt 8:00 p.m., he will call upon 
Cleveland citizens to do their pnrt in providing 
medical supplicls for those now suffering ns u 
result of fascist uttncks. 

Today's sl~ughter of 1000 Basques by the fnscists, 
tho incrausing thousands of men, women und children 
now j~mming the hospitals of Spain nnd the numer
ous other trngedies arising out of renewed fuscist 
attacks, all emphasize the intense need for medical 
supplies from America. 

Father 0 1Flanugnn's nppenrunce should be the occasion 
for the opening of a. wide-spread movement to fulfill 
this humanit~ri~n tnsk. 

Believing it is the duty of every humRnitnrian 
Amcricnn to do everything in his power to help nl
levirtte the ngony of the Spanish people nnd to sup
port those l..mericnn doctors who nre ~lready working 
d~y nnd night in Sp~in, ~e ~re nsking you to ~nnounce 
this me3ting from your pulpj:t nnd to point out to 
your cont;regation the necessity of libez·ty loving 
Amerl U$ ,wpporting, in this ,;ro.y, 'the struggle of 
the Spo.n..:.sri people to protect themsolv .,s und their 
government from the assault of fascism 

NEW YORK CITY 

c,O? 
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Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 

BISHOP FRANCIS J. McCONNELL 

3B1 FOURTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Ea.st 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The aerial bombing of defenseless civilian populations and the 
cold-blooded murder of hun<h, eds of women and children have now 
reached a climax, in the Jpanish war, with the massacre of the 
Basque Catholics at Guernica. 

It seams to me incredible and impossible for Americans to remain 
indifferent and speechless before this crime, which is surely one 
of the greatest outrages of modern times. By our silence e 
ould condone murder of the ost revolting sort, and might well 

doom to brutal assassination an inestimable number of innocent 
oivilians - perhaps tens of thousands or hundreds of thousands 
of them. 

I am convinced. that this uestion rises far above all politics, 
or the fortunes of insurgents or loyalists in dpain. 1 i th this 
thought in mind I am submitting to you an "Appeal to the Conscience 
of the ', orld." •,ill you Join President Angell of Yale, Dr. Harry 
.anerson osdick, Lrrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, ~ .r. Charles p. aft, 
Ur. Leland towe and nuself in raising your voice in defense of 
the non-combatant aged and the women and children in 1ar-torn 
ups.in? ,/e believe that you cannot fail to share our sentiments 
of outraged huroa.ni ty. 

I f so, will you kindly inform me by collect telegram that you 
affix your signature to this completely non-partisan appeal. I 
can extend to you only the unspoken gratitude of utterly de
fenseless human be1:ngs who, tomorrow, may be mowed d()'.';n from 
the air like sheep in a slaughter pen. 



-
.AN .APPliL TO THE CO?BCIENCE OF THE WORtD 

The ancient Basque oi ty of Guernioa has been razed to the ground. by' 

-
Faaciat Insurgent airplanes. Unfortified and u.na.rtMd 1 its housee • churches. and 

defenseless inhabitants - 10,000 men, women and children inolnd1ne l!e£tlgeea -

were bombed and mach!ne-gu.nnec. for nearly fO"Jl' ilNn-e without ceasing. The toll 

of slaughtered innocents exceeds eoo persona. ~ -.1s ie the crime of Gueri1ica.. 

And this 1a the unapt\akable crime of War on Women and Children. waged with a 

brutality and callousness unparalleled in modern times. 

The massacre of Guernica has been confirmed in all its horror by suoh 

survivors as CS.non Alberto Onaind.ia of Valladolid Cathedral and by foreign cor

respondents. One of them, a distinguished staff member of the London Times. de-

acr1bed the ma.chine-gunning of helpless civilians and added: "The only counter• 

measures the Basques could employ-for they did not poaseas auff1oien1s airplane• 

to faoe the Insurgent fleet---were those provided by the heroism of the !asque 

clergy. !he clergymen blessed and prayed for kneeling orowds-eocialiats, 

anardlists and cam:rmniets in addition to the declared faithful-in crumbling 

dug-outs" (bu.ill for safety from e.ir raids). 

W111 the prayers of Guarnica' s dead and eying go unanswered 7 Or 

will 300poo civilians, wonen and children, soon meet a similar fate in Bilbao 

without the voices of civilized peoples b~ing raised in overwhelming protest? 

' ' ... .,, 
We refuoe to condone such atrocities by our silence. We do not at-

tempt to a.~sees the a:>ntending causes which now etruggle for mastery in Spain, 

but we do ineist that t hie ruthless aerial warfare upon women and children standa 

outside the pale of mora.l!.ty c.nd of civil,.zation. We insist that there is no 

such th!.ng as partisanship where this kind of mass murder occurs• or is permitted 

to ocC'Ur. We denounce the monstr01.1s crime of Guernica in the name of justice 

and humanity. We dem,md a revival of that noble world conscience which me.ni

feeted itself in the deys of the persecution of the Jewa in Russia and again 

when tbe J.~~ian people , .ay prostrate before the Turke. 

ror tbeAe reasons we call upon all men of good will to protest this im

mense crime in the name of all tbat ie sacred to human morality and human 

deoency--e.nd in the neme ot J.lm1ghty God. 
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From 

t • 

tJ Lrthcoming is ue of The Catholic Herald 'itize 
' Milwaukee, \1/i con , n 

An Open Letter to 7 6 Signers 
of ''The Crime of Guernica'' 

Distingui hed American Citizen : 

Some several month ago you allowed your name to be 
used in a pamphlet entitled "The Crime of Guernica." 

You sub cribed to the following tatement : 
When you subscribed your name to such riou charo-e , 

you did so in good faith. ince that time lat r ne -,- • "tori ~ 
about Guernica have reached thi country. 

One of your member , Ex-Governor La!1<lon, v:thdre':: 
hi name from the statement when the e later d • P~1tch : 
were brought to his attention. II write : "Thi ter f m ny 
-(the later reports) produce a rea onabl doubt con e1 n
ing the truth of the report th,.t General Fr nco's airpl::-n s 
had wantonly de troyed the city and machine-gunned it 
helple s inhabitant . In the light of recent de elopment , 
common ju tice and dee ncy would f orb· d u to acc:1. 
General Franco of 'a mon trou crime' against the Ba que 
nation-whatever that may be." 

Has not the public-to which you issued your appeal "i!1 
the name of ju tice and humanity" a right to expect that 
your ardent int rest in thi affair w uld continue long 
enough for you to read ub eoucnt news stories c bout 
Guer~ica? Have you don o? If you have, ':hy have you 
not withdrawn your name from the tatem t? 

Surely the fact prompting you to withdraw your nam 
are as compelling as tho e which prompt d you to ub~cribe. 
Is it that no pres ure ha been brought to b ar upon you , s 
was done by the group who originated the tat ment? One 
hardly expect per on who demand the "r vival of a n<'hl 
world con ci nee" to wait until they are forcPd to r fr[!ct a 
slanderous statement. "Human morality and human d -
cency" demand a voluntary retraction. 

Undoubtedly you failed to read any but th very ~r"t 
reports about Guernica. If ou had read later rep rt e: . r011 • 
name would have been withdrawn from th tat mcnt YOU 
signed. • 

Becau e it might be difficult for you to r fpr " l"t"r 
new torie about thi much publicized city 0f th B,_ ... ,.,,,""'. 
I submit three tatement for your peru al. Th rP arP r-- ~-..n; 
others that you might find if you care to inve tigate tl c 
matter further. 

(1) "The ancient Basque city of Guern;ca ha-; h,-pr, 

razed to the ground by Fas ist Insur~ nt a ro-,Janes. 
Unfortified and unarmed. it hou es. church s and de
fenseles inhabitant - 10,000 m n. wom<>n !'1'11 chi! r '"'n 
including refugees- were bombed and ma hin gunned 
for nearly four hour without cea ing. Th toll of 
slaughtered inno ents ex eed 800 person . Thi is the 
crime of Guernica. And thi i the un peakable cnm 
of war on women and children, waged with a brutality 
and callou nes unparalleled in modern time ." 

(2) "We denounce the mon trous crime of Gu rn ca 
in the name of ju tice and humanity. W dem"n<l l-l 

revival of that noble world cons ience which manife te 1 
it elf in the ·day of th per cution of the Jews in Ruc;
sia and again when th Armenian people lay pro~trate 
before the Turk ." 

(3) "For th e reason we call upon all m n of "O<Yl 
will to prot t thi imm n , e crime in the nam of all 
that is r d to human moralitv and human d c ncy-
and in name of Almight God." 

Found Bombing El'idenrc La kinq 
(By Wm. P. Cant .11, e York Tim . , Moy , J 

GUER IC . P I . May - "Thi writer found mo 

of the destruction her could have been the result or 
fires and dynamiting, as th ationali t claim, becau e 
the roofless hell of many buildings are till standing 
and huge shells dropped from plane do not hollow out 
building , leaving their four walls standing. 

"In the street wh re mo t of the damag \'Vas don par
ticularly around two big arms factorie the Tallere d 
Guernica and th E peranga works, th re are no bomb 
hole in the streets. It i not likely that bombs dropped 
in an air raid would all land atop houses or buildings 
and none fall in the treet 

"In many respect Gu rnica pre ents the ame picture 
of de olation that can he een at Irun and Eibar and 
in part of Malaga where de truction by in ndiary mob 
before these cities were abandoned. nev r has be n qu s
tioned." 

F'rmn Aug. 5, ew York Tim<', 
(Wm. P. Carney writi11g from Salrmwn n.J 

"S veral prie t who e signatures appear at the bot
tom of a letter addres ed to Pope Piu in May, protest
ing the destruction of Gu rnica by German airmen flying 
for Gen. Franco. have worn to a stat ment, now in 
the possession of the authoriti s hf're. in which Pres. 
Jo e Antonio Aguirre and other oHicials of the Basque 
government are accusect of ha\·ing tl->rPat nect the Jives 
of thes clergymen unles th y sign,,ri the letter, which 
they insist they had no part in drafting." 

From: Red ProJHlfJlllll{(( From Spain 
By Drmqla~ Jerrold in the Amerirrrn Rr1·i<•w, nmmrr ffl .11 

"Every count in the indictm nt against G neral Franco 
is a lie, but no matter. Th 'r d' gov rnment got their 
story in fir t. and that, in th modern world wher 'any
thing goes'. i enough. Let us, howev r. for th b n fit 
of the curious and critical minority, recit a f w facts 
of the ca e. 

"Guernica wa bombed in the prop r course of the 
operations against Bilbao. but it was not bombed on the 
day it wa burnt, and it was burnt by the retreating 
Basque ( or more probably by the Asturian) troops anrt 
not by the ationalist fore . 

"The correspondents of the Havac; agencv. of the Tim s. 
and of several other newspapers have affirmed positive
ly that most of the damag," which th y aw was wrought 
not by bombing hut by delib rate de truction by fires from 
the grounct. The stat ments are explicit. Ther were 
only a few homb hole ( th citv had b n bombed in
termittent! .· for several days before it wa given up) 
and the wall of the hou es in the quart r most com
pletely destroyed bear no mark of bomh splint r . or 
can the damage done by a bomb and that done by dyna
miter and incendiarie h confused by any comp tent 
ob erver. 

"In view of the attitud of th Time orrespondent 
in B;ibao. the te timony of th ir correspond nt with the 

nt; ~ ~~1. ~ , r -~~~., "'ho unlikC' hli coll agu visitecL ___ _. 
Guernica aft r the destruction. is to any int Jligent p r
son conclu s; ive. once we r memher th question. which 
is not, 'Wa Guernica bombed?' but, 'By whom was 
Guernica burned?' . . . . 

"Finally, th qu stion can hf' C'vnirallv determined hv 
reference to that old question 'cui bono?' When fhe 
alleged d struction of u rnica took place it was in 
the pro ess of being e\·acua t ert; an artvance had taken 
place on all fronts ancl nothing could have saved the 
town. Gen ral Franco had nothing whatever to gain 
by d stroying it. The Basqu government, if they could 
get th ir story accepted. had everything to gain. the 'inci
dent' would tiffen the resi tan e of th Catholic Basques. 
It would influ nee neutral opinion ... . 

"Th Guernica story wa invented to stimulate ill-will 
betwe n th d mocratic and fa ist tat s." 

In th fac of th abov di patch , ha n t the public, 
to whi h y u app al .d "in th name of all that i acred to 
human m ralit and human d ncy, a rio-ht t p ct you 
to withdraw our name from th original tat m nt? 

Very truly our 
THE EDITOR. 



EMBAJAOA OE ESPANA 

WASHINGTON 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

June 7, 19~7. 

East lO~th St. and n el Road, 
Cleveland, Ohiot 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I ·as deeply touched by the sincere expression of 0 ympathy for the su ferings of my peopl signed by you end 
other di~tinguished Americans. In the name o~ my Government, 
end in my own, ermit me to extend my heartfelt thanks. 

Your noble "Appeal to the Conscience of the World" for moral and political help to the innocent victims of the barbaric 
fascist invasion of Spain will be ete nally remembered. The anguish they suffer in this time of Leed, as hey struggle for the finer•t 
ideals of Democracy, is 0 ome~hat lessened through the sympathy 
and understanding of humanitarian citi ens of this great country . 

Mey I hllr.lbly thank you again , and extend my most cordial reg rds. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fernando de los R10s 
The SpaniHh An:bassador 



SPANISH EMBASSY 

WASHINGTON 

Ra bi ~oba l ll 1 Silver 

Te emnle 

East 1 5th 1~. & Ansel ~oad 

-level nd, 0 io 
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RADIOGRAM 

37 JUL -
THEATRE PEOPLE TO SEE THE PRESIDENT IN WASHINGTON WEEK OF JULV 

2 AM 5 S5 

12TH IN su-PPORT OF THE HOUSE RESOLUTION REPLY NAC 381 4TH 

AVE NVC I TY 

DEVERE ALLEN ROGER BALDWJ N LEON BARZI N DR FRANZ B:>AS DR 

WALTER 8 CANNON STUART DAVIS DR SAMUEL GlN INMAN PAUL KELLOGG 

CORLISS LAMONT ARCH I BALD -CLEI SH 81 SHOP FRANCIS J MCCONNELL 

Bl SHOP ROBERT L PADDOCK HERMAN SHUMLI N DONALD OGDEN STUART ALFRED 

WALLENSTEIN DR HARR'f F WARD. 
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NF NEW'l'ORK tff 1 

RABBI ABBA HILEL SILVER 

THE TEMPLE CLVD 

RESOLUTION 39 0 NOW BEFORE HOUSE PROCLA I MS GER~ NV IT A LV AND 

FORTUGAL NAT IONS AT WAR AS DEFINED IN NEUTRAL I TV ACT AND THUS 

AUTOMATICALLY SUBJECT TO EMBARGO ON WAR MATERIALS IN THE INTERESTS 

CE AMERICAN SELF-RESPECT THE PRESENT DISCRIMINATORY EMBARGO AGAINST 

THE SPANISH PEOPLE MUST BE CORRECTED WILL VOU JOIN DELEGATION 

INTERESTED COMMITTEES TRADE UNIONISTS EDUCATORS ARTISTS WRITERS 
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Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
' ' CABLE ADDRESS "FEDCIL" 

INCORPORATED 
TELEPHONE GRAMERCY 5-:W75 

IVAN Laa HOLT, PRESIDENT 

FIIANK H. MANN, TREASURER 

SAMUaL MCCRaA CAVERT 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

ROY B. GUILD 

I 05 East 22nd Street 
New York, N. Y. PRES. MARY E. WOOLLEY 

CHAIRMAN 

HON. ALANSON B. HOUGHTON 
JAMES H. FRANKLIN 

VICll•CHAIRMICN 
ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRaTARY Department of 

International Justice and Goodwill 
WALTER W. VAN KIRK 

SECRETAIIY 

ROSWELL P. BARNES 
ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

SIDNEY L. GULICK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My ear Rabbi Silver: 

July a, 1937 

Are you incl n d to 1gn the 
att ched s atament for publication on July 19th, 
the anniver ary or the outbr of the civil war in 
Spai n? The statement ananated f om England and i 
being circu ated in other coun rie in the a tempt 
to ecure an impressive 11 tors gners so as to 
keep th s matter b fore the attenti on of the orld. 

e elieve that government will take initiat ve 

SECRIITARY IIMIIRITUS 

onl y as t e result or the pres ure of public opinion . 

.Among+ se ho have already 
signed the statsnent are &.muel cCree. Cavert, Newton 
D. Baker, Carrie Chapman Catt, Charles G. Fenwick, 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Herbert s. Gold tein, Rufus 
Jons, • Appleton Lawrence, Charles Clayton Mon-ison, 
iilliam Allan Neilson, Ralph • Sockman, net Fremont 
Ti tl, and ry • oolley. 

return card is enclosed for your 
rep y. 

RPB:S 





An Appeal to the Leaders and ember~ 
of American Churches and Synagogues 

Have our hearts turned to stone or are they still capable or 
hwnan feeling? ore than 10,000 children have been killed and 
more than 15,000 iounded in aerial bombings of open cities in 
Spain. On one da, ay 31, in the little tovm of Granollers, 600 
,ere killed or maimed. ost of the victims were women and 
children . 

Photographs of hundreds of the murdered and maimed have come 
to this country. Most of them are too horrible for publication. 
"ost of the victims were women and children." This sentence ap
pears ovor and over again in the news dispatches. What has hap
pened that men and women can remain silent when confronted with 
such barbarity? 

The answer is - we may as ell admit it - that we have become 
almost accustomed to the horror. We no loner feel the same acute 
shock and indignation e felt when first we red such dis atches. 

Let every humane person search his heart! Are we ready to 
acquiesce in these things? Does the scram of a child mean 
nothing to us - any more? Surely we dare not dJnit that such 
wanton and cynical destruction of human life ust now be accepted 
cJ.s a i:art of modern life! 

Our Secretary of State has publicly xpressed his condemna
tion of this kind of arfare. England an ranee have lod"ed 
protests ith General Franco. Three times the Vatican as pleaded 
for a cessation of the bombings. !he bombings continue. 

We believe that the voice of the eoplc is more otent than 
any official esture. We, therefor, call u on reoplc of every 
faith to join with us in ob ervin~ Saturday, July 16 and Sunday, 
July l?, a days of solemn protest ~gainst aerial bomoings of 
defenseless civilians. And we especially invite the cl r of 
every faith to appeal to the conscience of the world against t' -
less and unnecessary destruction of life. 

Bishop James C. Baker 
Rt.Rev. Benjamin Brewster 
Rev. Samuel cCrea Cavert,D.D. 
Bishop Matthew W. Clair 
Rabbi Henry Cohen 
Rev. Charles W. Gilkey,D.D. 

Rt.Rev. G. Ashton Oldham 
Rt.Rev. Robert L. Paddock 
Rev. Guy Emery Shipler 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Rev.Charles 1. Welch, Th .D . 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise 
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NEWYORK NY 31 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE TEMPLE CLEVE 

WILL YOU SIGN OUR MESSAGE TO ROOSEVELT ASKING PUBLlC PROTEST 

AGAINST NEW WHOLESALE BOMBINGS RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS SPANISH 

CITIES, INDICATING ESTABLISHED REBEL POLICY PURSUED ON LARGER 

AND LARGER SCALE AMERICA 1S PROTEST MAY HELP TO HALT WANTON 

DESTRUCTION HUMAN LIFE AND ESTABLISHMENT SLNISTER PRECEDENT 

FOR FUTURE WARS . WIRE US COLLECT VIA WESTERNUNION 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF SPANISH DEMOCRACY 70 FIFTH AVENUE . 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST \VAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 

. 



~t. J\,nn' s a!~urc~ 
<!lttttJan~ J;.cig~ts, @~io 

Anril 4, 19:38. 

_abbl Abba H. qilver, 
10311 Lake hore Blvd., 
level nd, 0hio. 

:>ee.r ~i r: 

TJrder the title 'Ci 1·10 vJ elcoMe __ or .... ')P~in 's .,pokes
ma.n" T note your name mentioned, aqon., others, a. one o a 
spon9or's conmittee to attend a rec~ption in honor o the 
qpani h imb~qsador, 1 ernando de lo rlio9 . 

Jay I re Pectfully recall to your Mind the al ost 
unanimous cooperation o our Catholic people, both lay B.n 
cleric, with y'Ju people, in r1a :in .. -protest agiainst Bitler's 
inhu~an treat~ent o the Je~ish people in ~ermany. 

'hile I re dily adnit your i~ht, ~s R free citizen, 
to follow e.ny cour e yo r ,iud~nent di ta.tea, I feel that 
co .. mon jugtice and R"ratit de ould F"R'e'3t th t y:>u hesitnte 
to lend your influence nd encoura.e~ent to the re pre9enta
tiv9 of a governqent '!hi h h s lau .... htered our defensele s 
oo-religioni ts in 1pain. 

9urely a r1an o or inteJ.liRQnce cannot expect ne 
and mine, to continue to unite with ou and your in ~ro
te t against inju tice to the Je ish people in 0err,an , or 
el e~here, and h ve Jevi h le ders o~fer encourape--,ent R.nd 
aid to tho per ecutors o~ ~ tholic in 1n in. 

Hoping- t '"'at the lAin :)ealer rticle 
in~, I am, 

ince - el , 

q i lead-
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GenJr 1 F anco a a 
r a 1 t dictator. H .a o o ram. 
I th r tor op ed to h 

. re ent • I profou: d at 
ie undoubtedly a fact, 
Cler han in aoae in ce, be n 
at the banda of the Loyalist Gov !rn 
excu ror it. But thi r ct do8e ot sta 11 h, in my 
mind, the righteouen•ee or Gen r 1 F nco• a c ,1 • y 
into tion ia t.~at C tholic r1 et ve alao in eome 
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Gen ral Franco. Thia, too, 1 unpardonable. I am 
encloaing hr wit .. ,. rtt~l .1. roa th• R• York Ti 1 
ot Tue day, April 12, hich giv • the other aid ot 
the etory. 

Let me •••ur• you, ,q de r v r nd Po era, 
•l'• thiea nth the cauae ot th• 1.,0 aliet 

, .nt r• in no way innuenced 111 will to rd1 
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~t. Ann's QI:hurc~ 
~Jc.-elanb ~rig~b. Q)~io 

Anril ~B , 19 7 8. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, D.D., 
lOZll Lake Shore Blvd., 
Clevel~nd, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Since I received your answer to my former let
ter, I have been wavering between two im ulses - the desire to an
swer, and the fear that my answer might appear to seek to draw you 
into a controversy. My desire has at last overcome my fear, there
fore this letter. 

I frankly cannot understand hoi you could con
strue anything in my letter as indicating allegiance to - or a lea 
for, General Franco, or his cause. I a_ , like you, o posed to 
both facist or communist dictators. Aside from this I feel we have 
too m ny real problems in our own country, the solution of which 
should have our deepest study, to thee clusion of foreign uroblems . 

If I had any desire to esnouse either cause (which 
I have not), I would not dare to o so, because my study of the at
ter has 1 d me to feel that practically every reoort is either un
reliable or positively prejudiced . 

May I call to your attention the fact th t the 
ersecution and slaughter of priests , nuns and lay Catholics, as 

largely carried on with the assistance, or at least : thout the o . 
osition, of the government years before Franco 's rebellion was ever 

thought of, and that this was robably the greatest co tributing 
cause to the starting of the rebellion. 

eferring to the clin ing of r~ew Times , which 
you enclosed, I question the integrity of the writer, Wlen ~ have 
information of unquestionable reli bility to the contr·1 ' • Pone Pus 
h s rece tly issued a statement th t thirteen hundred seventy (1~70) 
riests and nuns , belon ing to reli ious orders, have been executed. 

This does not i elude secular riests ;ho are more numerous. 

I am enclosing a cli ing announc ng four 
Christian Easter services held in the c ty of if drid - a to that 
is ninety per cent Catholic, and these four were held by four 
Protestant Denominations . 
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I fear the time is fast approaching hen your 
people and my people will be called on to present a united front to 
a common enemy , and will have the right to demand of leaders like 
you and me proper direction . 

Maybe I am over serious , but I assure you I 
have no other motive in seeming to nursue th s matter. 

Most respectfully yours , 

'JL.~ 
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FRANCO BROADENS 
WEDGE ON COAST 
Insurgents Capture Two Vil

lages, Drive On 

RENDA YE, France (at the Span
ish Frontier)-April 17.-(AP)-A 
slashing attack from the south to
day brought Spanish Insurgents 
nearer Tortosa, important highway 
center blocking Generalissimo 
Francisco Franco's campaign to 
broaden his coastal wedge in gov
ernment Spain. 

Insurgent commanders reported 
capture of two villages from stub
bornly resisting government moun
tain troops placed them almost 
within striking distance of Tortosa. 
a city of 20.000 at the delta head of 
the Ebro River. 

The captured towns · were Mas De 
Barberans, ten miles to the south
west and La Galera, twelve miles 
due south. 

* "' .. 
MADRID, April 17. - (AP) -

Easter was celebrated today in 
four war-scarred P r o t e st a n t 
churches by about 1,000 persons 
who the pastors reported had 
regularly attended unmolested serv
ices since the war began 21 months 
ago. 

Lutheran and Baptist services 
were held in the regular chapels 
which, although marked by ma-

chine-gun bullets, were still serv
iceable. Episcopal and Presbyterian 
services were held in temporary 
chapels adjacent to the regular 
churches. 

The main Presbyterian chapel 
had been ruined and windows of 
the Episcopal chapel had been 
shattered by a bomb about a year 
ago. 

All four churches lie within a 
mile of the actual front and rifle or 
machine-gun bullets often land in 
the church grounds. 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS OF SPANISH DEMOCRACY 
ROOM 414 - 70 FIFTH A VENUE 

• 
,/ NEW YORK CITY 

• 
Telephone: Alqonquln 4-6921 

Rabbi Abba illel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 29, 1 03s. 

aacdnama. 
Zxec:dn CommltlN 

Prof. Samuel Guy Inman 

Vice Qudrmcm 
Eucutln CommlttM 

Rev. Guy Emery Shipler 

e propose to send the enclosed letter to Protestant and 
Je ish clergy all over the nited States, asking them to 
observe July 16 and 17 as days of protest against the 
bombing of open cities. 

'l'o make our appeal more impressive, we are asking sixteen 
distinguished persons of bot faiths to sign the letter. 
Hay we have your signature? 

Bishou Paddock and Guy .l:!Jtnery Shipler, editor of the Church
man, have already given their signatures, and the others we 
are invitin to sign are Samuel cCrea cavert, Rabbi Stephen 
n • lise, ishop enjamin arewster of aine, Bishop G. shton 
Oldh m of Albany , Bishop Edgar rllake of Detroit, Bishop 
James r, . Baker of Cali f'ornia, C arles I . 'Velch of Louisville, 
Bishop !latthe 1 I. Clair of Kentucky, Rabbi .dward L. Israel 
of Baltimore, R bbl Henr Oohen of Galveston, and Rabbi Leo 
Franklin of Detroit. 

sit is necessary to get this letter into the mails as early 
as possible to give the clergymen time to prepare their ser
mons, ~e woul~ appreciate it very much if you would reply by 
ire collect. 

Yours very sincerely, 



June , 1958 

i N talie Hank r, Executive Ser t ·ry 
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