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In the early fall of' 1945 , l'he Cleveland ha1,ter of :trtie 

erican Jewish Co ittee ·nvited participation in a study and dis­

cussion group , in accordance with one of AJC ' s objectives; n ely; 

"to serve as a cultural and intellectual center of .unerican e y, 

thus aking a contribution to the develoJment in this country of' 

well integrated Jews . '' 

The group spent a period of approx tely one year in dis -

cussion and study of the originally chosen subject . ~t the end of 

that time, any members of the group found that their studies had le l d 

them to certain diss~tisfactions hich they ired to atte.~t to 

e .. :.body into a :rogra of action , and these ee bers therefore for .... ed a 

se~arate group , not under ausJ ices of the erican Je~ish Co ittee . 

This later independent gro~f ;as enla~~ed to so & 2 0 member s , . ose 

interests \iere set forth in the let te r a.dressed by their .:.> teering 

o ittee to the ~abbis and Boards oft e Te~ple and the uclid .ve ­

nue Temple . 

The original group sponsored by the erican Jewish Co ittee 

continues to function as a study and discussion grou and is entirely 

inde endent of this i roup 

the resent eeting . 

ich 
f~ 

res1onsible for the reQues t for 

'Ji1he sele ction of the original subject"How can we help er ice n 

Jewish Youth function ]liore effectively as .Wl.ericans and As Jews" is 

in itself very revealing as to the reason for the existance of our oup . 

. !e f'ound ourselves held together by a co.11 on int er•st in atte pting to 

analyze why our Jud ism w· snot as effective a part of our lives as ie 

1 uld like it to be . , e asked 11ether or not it as pos ible to have 

our religion and religious institutions better serve and help us and 

our children 1'live more effectivel· as _ ericans and as ·ews . ' 

.. 



1.ost of us had formal religious education in one or the other 

of Cleveland ' s two Reform Temples . ~~any of us have lost the close and 

satisfying relationshi hich we had with these relig ious institutions . 

. ,e felt so ething •. s lackin~; or wrong in ourselves, in our education­

in our homes- perhaps even in our Temples . r .Jhatever it a s, it had re ­

sulted in a common feeling that our religi on as not serving us , ,e 

~ere not serving it , because it had lost touch ith our every day lives 

as • ericans . Yet we instinctively felt it should be :ore a part of 

our lives and could be for , both ourselves and our children . 

,,e read Joshua Lieberman ' s pa111phlet published by the Commission on 

1rew _;pproaches to .. erican Jewish .iducation . It expressed our feelings 

and desires and so e pr e ceeded to study and analyze and discuss it s 

an introduction to this entire subject . 

,e first recogni~ed the vital i 'pDrtance of home enviro ent in this 

problem and started by atte pting to deternine what .ositive Jewish 

characteristi c s the hoe enviDoment should contain to enable our chila-

ren to make the best adjustment to life . e studied the origin , sig-

nificance , and development of Jewish Holidays and Cere1 onials, trying 

to analyze the part they shouid pla in our ho~e enviro ent . ,e found 

that most members agreed that what was essential va s an a tmosphere in 

which rel i g ious experiences were hap : and pleasent and were coII1.1onl y 

cele rated by the entire fa ily group . Besides this , it was a 0 reed th t 

in order to make our Judaism a nore vital part of our lives as_ erican§ , 

Those Jewish experiences which e~phasized the values that ~rophetic 

Juda isn has given and can yet give to uerican life nust be stresse , 

and not those whic tend to set us apart ithout addin • eaning to 

or value t o our lives as eri can · Jews . 



This belief •eant to us neither assinilation nor robbing 

our religion of its substance, but on the contrary , it meant a det ­

er_ .... ined effort to revitalize our J"e uishness in a way that vould make 

it a functioning and sincere part of our lives . 

These things were established in our minds as stan ards for 

those ~ositive Jewish characteristics which we felt should bee phas ized 

in our homes to help our children make the best adjust. ent to life . 

ur stuay of this subject resulted in some embers of our 6ro ~p st· ting 

to regularly observe the Sabbath 've and otner eremmbials in our homes . 

'ome of us reco ..,.nized ho ever that our chilaren's forilla.l re­

li 0 ious education and our own attitudes towdrds our religious institutions 

ere an equally i portant part of the proble and that the two must be in 

harmony. ·•e then atte .n.pted to anB lyze the formal religious tra ining our 

children were being given in the light of the same standards we had dis ­

cussed for our religious practices in our ho_1e s . rone of our group vas 

or pretended to be exert in the field of relig ious education but e 'Lj 

were sincere in the desire not to reach conclusions without having made 

as co .. J.plete a study of this subject as was possible by a group of untrainec:l, 

lay people in a short eriod of tie . 

. e contacted the two Temples re ques tin 0 for our group a res ­

entation, by someone in authority, of the objectives and methods of the 

religious schools . .1e were addressed , on se par a te occasions , by the 

educational directors of each Te ple , who outlined the objectives s 

well as the curriculum used . 

These re sen tat ions ere extre .. ely informa vive . ·e w re told 

that the religious schools ,er e also concerned about the lack of int rest 

of the ch:ldren and the parents , an that there ·as re y recognition of 

the fact that as the children grew older it bee e increasingly difficult 

to hold their interest . The need for i ·1prove ent in the calibre of in­

struction 1as admitted , as .a s the lack of texts utilizing modern ed-



ucational techniques . 

,:e were also told that lack of parental cooperation was a 

major factor in causing the children's lack of or loss of ineerest in 

their religious educttion . In attenpting to determine what effort 

r:as made to coordinate the children's religious education 1.:i th their 

every day lives as b.ll.ericans , • t those meetings v,e questioned the 

status of the teaching of Jewish Eationalism and the teaching of Hebre\~ 

as a living lanr;ua 0 e . .e also inq_uired as to the efforts that ~.ere 

being made to help our children's adjustment to life as a r,inority group 

ir: a predo.ainately non-Jewish country . 

. e were told that Hebrew v; s not tau_:ht as a living lan_::;ua6e 

except to those who ·.:anted it, and this rms then given in srecial Iiebrew 

classes , apo~t fr.ID the reGular ~unday school .... The purpose in teafhing 

Iebrev to all 9hildren was to give them only enough knowledge of the 

language to be ab le to follow the services and participate in the 

rituals and cere t.onies . .,i th this statement of purpose ve cauld not 

disagree . 

,ve were told that if our concern about J"ewish nationalism 

referred to Zionism, that it was not taught in the schools , but was only 

referred to in acquainting the children with current Jewish history , and 

as it may have been a part of the lives of 0 reat Jews whose careers and 

contributions were studied . Further than this it 7;as stated that no 

attempt was m de to teach :ionism or Jewish ationalism as a belief, and 

that if emphasis other than this 11vas found it could be attnibuted only 

to the :Person tl interest of the various ihstructors ~ w:1ose personal 

sympathies could obviously not always be restraine in their teaching . 

In the matte~ of teaching our children inter-faith relationships 

as an aid to their adjust 11ent , \;,re were told that no effort \ as ri ade in 

this direction as this subject could not be taught to oung children. The 

curriculum in the Confirmation year included some ackno le ~gement of the 

existence and ori6 ins of Christianity, but lack of time precluded more 



than a brief refe ence to the subject . 

Following these~ o presentations , so ·e of us visited Sunday 

~chool classes, reud the texts and studied the curruculun . It was· t 

this point that e learned that alt ou- h the st ted objectives oft e 

schools ,ere not too gre· tly different fro our group's beliefs ana 

purposes , the actual practice in the scnools in so e respects see ed 

not to follow. 

that other groups elsewhere are also concerned 

about the lack of emphasis on unerican Judai sm, and that we are not 

alone in our desire to help rake our religion a more vital part of our 

lives by better understanding our relations to our non~Jewish neighbors, 

by stressing Judaism's contribution and responsibilities to the erican 

scene , and by not attempting to 'ake of our religion a nationality hich 

makes us feel ore set apart and less capable of functioning usefully a 

_ ericans . 

The conclusions we have co e to are few and si ple , but they are 

sincere . .le want our religion to have ~,Lore meaning for us and our 

children • .Te want it to be a vital part of our lives . It ust recou­

nize that e ·ant to be American Jews . 

.. e are not experts and e o not have any blueprints to detail ,vhat 

e feel nust be done, o,ever , e kno that the views expressed above 

are felt so strongl and shared so widely that the situation a rants 

a critical analysis of the proble s presented and the a o tion of a 

pro0 ra to effect a satisfactory solution . 



CLEVELAND CHAPTER 

THE AMERICAN JEVISH COMMITTEE: 

Dear Friends and Members: 

Cleveland, Ohio 
February 5, 1947 

The third meeting in your Chapter's series on "Palestine" will 
be held on Monday, February loth at 8:15 P.M. at Shaker High 
Auditorium. The speaker will be Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld of 
Jew Yor .. {, Vice-Chairman of the Zionist Organization of America's 

Conn:ittee on Unity for Palestine. 

This presentation represents a unique opportunity to gain real 
information regarding the Zionist position. Rabbi Ielyveld, now 
Assoc. National Director of B1nai B' rith Hillel Foundations, was 
until recently the Executive Director of the ZOA 1 s Committee on 
Unity for Palestine and is thoroughly familiar with the reasons 
underlying the Zionist viewpoint . He has a considerable lmOW'l­
edge of all the problems relating to Palestine and has expressed 
great.interest in helping to provide us with facts to increase 
our understanding of this entire question. 

T 1ose who _1ave attended the previous two meetings in this series 
heard the position of the AJC and the Arnerican Council for Judaism 
presented. They participated in question periods that proved to 
be c 1allenging and stinrulating in their seo.rc!1 for facts . This 
last meeting ,1il1 be particularly worthwhile as a chance to get 
aut!1oritative information and to round out our kno,1ledge of this 
complex and vital problem. 

Rcraembcr the date -- Monday evening, February 10th, and plan to 
attend. 

Sincerely yours, 

Chairman 




