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T,lef,bons MURRAY HILL 5-0181 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Pr,situ,,, 
IRVING M. ENGEL, Cb._,&,,.,;,,, CommitlH 
SIMON H. RIPKIND, Cb---,, Atlmmi11r11u11• ComffNIIH 
MAURICE GLINERT, Tr1t11MH 

SIDNEY S. MOYER, A11oeiM1 Trus,w,r 

BOW ARD A. NORMAN, S1er1ur, 
JOHN SLAWSON, &1e11tw1 y;, .. p,,,~, 

JOSEPH M. PR.OSKAUER, Honor.,., Pr11id,,,, 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Ho110,,, Vie1-Pr,1id,,,, 
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDOR.F, HoMr,,,, Vic1-Pre1idtm1 
ELY M. AARON, Cbic,,go, Vie1-Pr11idn1 
GUSTAVE M. BERNE, N6W Yo, .. , Vie1-P,1sidm1 
HER.BERT B. EHRMANN. Boston, Vie1-Pr11idm1 

MAX FREEDMAN, CJ111el,md, Vic1-Pr,siJ,,., 
BEN HERZBilG, N"" Yo, .. , Vic .. Pr11id,n1 
FRED LAZARUS, J1., c;,,, ;,,,1111;, Vic .. Pr1sitkn1 
LESTER W . .ROTH, Los Ang1J11, V,e1-Pr1sidm1 
!lALPH E. SAMUBL, N,w Yor-', V,c,-Pr,sid ->I 

JOSEPH WII.l..m-1. N ,u, Y o,j, V 1t1-Pr1mJMI 

April 28, 1953 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

As you will recall during our pleasant tea together, I 
promised to send you material on two aspects of our dis­
cussion. I am enclosing items pertaining to manifestations 
of Neo-1'azism in Germany. Shortly, I will send you material, 
as romised, which will serve as evidence of Russian anti­
Semitism. 

Than.'!( you very much for your courtesy in giving .ir. Engel 
and me the time to discuss the lfcCarran- alter Act. Since 
our discussion a number of im~ortant developnents have taken 
place which I believe are in conformity with Senator Taft's 
statement to Mr. Engel. Both Mr. Engel and I hope that you 
will speak to the Senator at an early opportunity. 

~fy best regards. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

JS/ss 
Enc. 

c.c. to Irving l Engel 
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June 11, 1953 

Dear Rabbi ilver : 

If you will recall, at our tea some time ago at which you , 
r . Engel and I were present , I promised to send you two sets 

of material - one on publications of the .American Jewish Com­
mittee on the nee- Nazism situation in Germany , and t~o , a 
memorandum with respect to the acts and attitudes on the part 
of the Soviet Union that have led us to conclude that there 
is anti- Semitism in ~he Soviet Union. I mailed the material 
with respect to the first item on April 28th. I trust that it 
has arrived and that you have had the opportunity to examine 
it . 

I am now attaching a memorandum with respect to the second 
item , with reference to which a great deal of thought was given 
by our staff , particularly on the part of one person who , in 
my judgment , qualifies as an outstanding scholar on the Com­
munist issue especially as it rel ate s to the i nternational scene . 
This memorandum has been contracted from a much larger document 
to a few pages , and I trust that it will be possible for you to 
read it and to give us your views . 

I assure you that we wish to consider this important sub­
ject purely on an objective level , and with the sole concern of 
arriving as near the truth as it is possible with as complicated 
a problem as this . 

I trust to hear from you at your convenience . 

ith kind regards, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple 
East 105 t . an Ansel d. 
Cleveland , Ohio 

S/ss 
Enc • 

John 
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Irr. John Slanon 
Aaerioan Jeri.ah Colllllittee 
386J'ourthAwnua 
?fn' York 16, Nn York 

ll7 dear • laweon I 

Plea• pardo1.1 the delq in rep~g to 7f11ll,r COIIIIUl11oat1on of .rum 11th. 
I have been away trail the cit7 a good ·deal ot the time and 11¥ corree­
pondence • a m:tortunately la de 

I re d t u•ou~ tha material biob you eent me wry carefully. I • 
•ld.l g too tollowin~ ob88n&ti0na on that, material., not •• a mtter 
ot polem.ce or for the aak8 or engaging in~ contronny, publ.1o 
or irtvate - p.u--ely tOI.' intormation becau. e you asked tor it. 

lloat of the mter:1.al which you s1,nt me • as you may WJ.l iMgiM, 
not new to me. The data hu been maraballed "IW''J wlowl~ - om 
Id.gilt ~, •~• The author of your docnlllen\ bu worked hard to 
JrOft that the labll of anti-&md.t1• muat be pinned at all ooau on 
the Soviet union because it baa repreaaed the Jenab group along with 
other m1norit7 O'OUP8• nulaotio at~ are •de to lrackat the ao­
oalled Ruasian anti-Srt St.la w.i.th Hui anti-semitia and to muen 
that whatever ditterenoe1 do exiat betwen the two are pueq inoi­
dental and ir.l'el.nant,. I aanebow got the feeling that the author wu 
9llbarrueed b7 the !'act that be-■ not able to point to datinite 
pograu or gae chambera in the Soviet um.on to ollnoh hia elaborate 
argument. 

Dictionaey- def1nitiona an aarlhaU.d to oonrinoe people t.hat the 
tena, anU-seaiti•, 11U11t not be confined to raoiat or amib:ll.&tion-
19' ant!-Se 1t1• and to inaiat that no real diatinotion should 'be 
aada be-..n ditterent kinda of anti-seld.ti•, and no oaut.1.on ar re­
atNin\ need be enroiaed 1n oonlOl1Jldirw than. 

lnti-Saltiall ae a atate -9U1'9 and ae pett;, polltioal atn.t.gy bu 
come to haw a ffi7 apec,11'10 wnlng a inoe the daJ1I ot Hitler, N­
prdlea of ita tiae and place ot origin. It oarriAt■ epeo1f1o and 
deedl7 Olld.nou■ coanotati.ona to tha J- ot the world and to othar 
peopla. Unle• the ffidanoe ia oonoluaiw that the Son.et goYwnJWD\ 
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bu adopted anti-s-1.tiaa u a pibllc maaire and that the CCW11Jn18' 
Party 1• aibaar1blng to it o.t'fieia~ Yi.t h the idea ot deDJ'1ng to tba 
Jewiab group righta which are enjoyetl by other groupe, or ot extendn­
a\ing it altogether• the term should not be employed in thi• in8'anae 
at an. or should be eo quallf1ed a • to 1e&ft no doubt in tba Id nd ~ 
the rudar just mctJ.7 wba\ it ie that you ha'V9 in llind. It ie ~ 
ouloua to speak ot the life 111d daatb diet.1.no'tiona which do m.at _,. 
ta.en 1IU1 anti-s-iti• and ot other tonaa ot anti-.Jelriab prejudice, 
which exist all over the world and which ac,metjne■ aasma •rioua i:ro­
portione as mere:cy 11a Cf ation of •-,tic••• 
Wbenewr a uLi..d er i t i ciam naeda to be made against tha Bone\ UDion or 
&JJ7 or i ta .-teW .. tes, it should• or com-•• be mad!,. Anti-8eld.U.O 
manitest-ations or incidents should not be ow,r~Jtt"cr condoned whe~ 
and whane~r tth.ey oocur. blt the author or this <k1Cument has put to­
gether two and two anti has come up th 641 

rolla,dne- the rPTi "'" a l of t s ov..:.C t governnent in ttlc ca.~ o:t t! e Mo ... 
cow ck>ctors, th poli t i.cal leader• ot 'the sw.te or Israel• who were the 
one• wt sharply attacked and II08t c:1irectq concerned 1n the aitua­
tion• issued statements welcau:i.ng the new turn of everrt.a and expnuut• 
ing the hope that it might l oad to a re ion o£ rrml, d:lploaaUo 
relations 'bebmen Isrul and the Soviet Union. Thi• :1.9 state-wip. 
The epok91111811 0£ the perican Jewieb Conri ttee ■- no ooca111Dn tar any 
•tiataction w1 th t his unprecedented action o~ the SoY.l.et authorit.ie•, 
and ~•ded with customary violence to denounce the soYiet Union, 
characterising ite action u •• typical Ccwn1nie't gnndatand play.• Thie 
ia propepn,Ja. 

ln organisation CM11t tted to -t;he protection ot Jewish intereat.a all cmr 
the world llight do better than to bunt with the pack. It should explore 
nery cbannal &ftilable tor diplaaatic interaeeaion and should N1M 

eftry opportunity to encc,pap IOftl'DIIB'!!9: wl).i.ch make plbllo aftta&l ot 
their oppoaition to anti~U., and ~--g:l.w evidenoe ~ a"811pt',-
1ng to ffct11)r whatner Id.nab• have been •de• 

lnligbt-ened world atate....bip ia now tl7ing daaperat.eg- hard to find 
a peace1\lJ. IICMlu riwndi whereby' t.he r.ast and the ••t ~ld liw to­
pther on the ... g'lo& and wbereb,r the peoples or the world would be 
able to work out their deatini• according to t.he:lr Olm llgbta. Hair 
doe• the American Jewiah Cc 1 \tee• throligh •ich a docmwnt or through 
the one ncen~ pibliai.c:t on "The W. Red Ant1""'8eld.Uslfl coatribut.e to 
thia g:Natq dea:lntd end? 
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'I'!» ft-.. peoples of the world• or coune• haw reuona to oppo• C<a­
lllllld.•• Jen who lo• freedom and~ have joined and can join 
ma roua non-aectarian arg■11u:t1 . ns hie:>. exist to oppo• the apread 
ot eom,,,n:, • But hair does ti. .lmerican Jewish Cc:wmr1 ttee • which haa a 
apeaiftc pm-po• to pertona_ tit into thia picture? Hae it gone Bund­
iat? or 1• it a ~ t.eo tor home conaumption to perauada Amari.cab 
ant1-8am1 tea hair much the Jen ot berioa are oppoaed 'to Colalni•? 

I believe tM the 1me~JJ~Conn1ttee ought to re-stud.J ita po­
aition w:i th an e ·• ~-----....... --illlilllliil-.-. the beat interest.a or the humreda 
ot thousarnis of Jqn 5.n t !8 Soviet Union and in the •telli te countries. 

I llieh to thank :.vou or your ldndnna in aemi.ng me the nuwher of state­
ante issued t.v iiae crl.can Jewiah Conmd ttee on the lWf'i'Yal of neo­
Bui.an in Germany. It ia well that you a.,d the enlightened pre•• ot 
our count&....,- n • crii , :: these tacts to the ttent.d. on of t APeri.can 
people. But you mu.st n!k~e tba.t t:u.s is not enough. o-tinism in 
r.-ermany s 1 • t. - !a~ t,o t~ 1'.'.l8 • le of. t e world un ... U .i is a.rD:leela 
and unfortt . t,e y, • ha· been t!i.rustir.g retil'Jl8ln t .t.pon c~w•~·• 
lfhen Gen r i8 reunited em ~ rearmed• tbe thin! world war, I• 
&tra1d1 11 be on• ~nd Ck?~ ill not be .fighting to 8&'ft dellocraaJ' I 
••• 

With all good dsh<1u, I nma.in 

Most cordially yours• 

ABBA HILLEL SILffll 
AfISaer 
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IS THERE A TI-SEMITISM IN THE SOVIET UNION? ---

Suppose that a new government of the French Republic outlawed all 

Zionist organizations and any groups in which the Zionists had any 

influence; declared Zionism a treasonable movement and arrested all its 

lmown leaders; officially attacked Israel as the center of espionage and 

sabotage, organized by the Tel Aviv government and aimed at the destruc­

tion of the French empire; declared the Israel ambassador persona~ 

grata, and accused him of directing these subversive activities in France; 

closed the offices of all Jewish international and welfare organizations 

in Paris; dissolved all French Jewish associations except for a few reli-

ious communities that were directed by government agents and forced to 

enga6e in pro-government and anti-foreign propaganda; forbade the use of 

Hebrew and closed all Yiddish periodicals; abolished all synagogues ex­

cept one in Paris, one in Marseilles, and one in Cherbourg; prohibited 

religious education, closed down all religious as well as secular Jewish 

schools, and expropriated all Jewish hospitals, old-age homes and other 

welfare institutions •.•• 

Suppose, furthermore, that all deputies of Jewish origin, except 

for two or three reliable government adherents, were removed from the 

French parliament; that confidential memoranda eliminated all Jews from 

higher positions in the military command and diplomatic service and 

closed military and diplomatic academies to Jewish students; that 

thousands of citizens with Jewish names were officially castigated and 

removed from their posts in civic and cultural life as "cosmopolitans" 

and "alien wanderers" mo could not properly understand the spirit of 

France and French c1lture; that a whole roup of Jewish writers, loyal 
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tote regime, were suddenly arrested and disappeared without explana­

tion; that Jewish inhabitants were "evacuated" from Alsace and the 

Riviera and "resettled" in "corrective labor camps" in the Sahara 

desert; that all businessmen, except for a few favored by the government, 

deported from arseilles, Algiers, Tunis, Oran, Fez, and Rabat and that 

a great part of the deportees "happened" to be Jews •••• 

And suppose, finally, that fourteen prominent French politicians 

and administrators, eleven of them Jeis, but all of them old and fervent 

a herents of the ruling party, were tried and executed as traitors, spies , 

and saboteurs in the services of a world-wide Jewish conspiracy, direc­

ted by the Israel government and by the Jewish haute finance in the 

United States; that these individuals were made responsible for all mis­

takes, failures, and crimes of the regime, for the starvation of the 

population, and for faulty industrial planning; that nine prominent 

doctors, six of them Jews, were arrested under charges of having 

"shortened the lives" of Aristide Briand and Raymond Poincar{, and of 

having tried to murder several marshals, ~enerals, and admirals; that 

immediately afterwards, the French ess, from Lille to Nice, discovered 

dozens of embezzlers, swindlers, thieves of public property, fake doc­

tors, and exploiters of orphans--all with the names of Gruenberg, Gruen­

stein, Cohen, Kogan and Kagan, and that a violent press campaign ensued, 

calling for vigilance ~ternelle against tlese aliens and cosmopolitans •••• 

Suppose that all this happened even though the uuarantees of the 

rights of man were still int e French Sonstitution, and that similar 

measures were taken a ainst the German-speakin3 Alsatians, the Bretons, 

the Basques , and the Italian and Spanish immi ants, and generally against 
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persons suspected of "cosmopolitanism" and/or non-French nationalism ••• • 

~ould that be evidence of anti-S~nitism in France? 

That is exactly the question we must deal with in this paper. For 

overv1helming proof t hat all these events did take place, not in France, 

of course, but in Soviet Russia and her satellites, can be easily produced. 

Nevertheless, persistent attempts have been and are being made to explain 

away these facts. The most frequently cited arguments are: 

1 . "THERE IS NO ANTI-SEMITI~M BECAUSE JE'~'{S ARE NOT THE ONLY VICTIMS OF 

TOTALITARIAN OPPRESSION." 

This argument reverses the entire philosophy on which the fight 

against anti-Semitism is based. Jewish as well as non-Jewish opponents 

of anti-Semitism have never ceased pointing out that anti-Semitism is 

only one of the expressions of prejudice against racial, religious, or 

national minorities. This fact, in generally accepted opinion, makes 

anti-Semitism not less, but more dangerous and reprehensible. 

Nobody, for example, would vindicate an American bi ot of the charge 

of anti-Semitism because he also hated and persecuted ~egroes or because 

he had general prejudices against all "foreigners." Discrimination in 

housing and "gentlemen's agreements" in restricted areas are not less 

anti-Semitic because they are usually aimed at Negroes as well as Jews . 

The Ku-Klux-Klan cannot be absolved of the charge of anti-Semitism be­

cause it also hates egroes and Catholics. 

/ If only those who persecute Jews exclusivel.l: are to be called anti-

Semites, there would be not many anti-Semites . Hitler himself could be 

absolved from anti-Semitism on this count because he persecuted other 
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minorities as well. Even his wholesale extermination policy was not 

reserved for Jews alone. The extermination of Gypsies in the Third 

Reich was as thorough as the extermination of J s, and plans for a 

genocidal "solution" of the Czech and Polish question were being pre­

pared in great detail for the period i.nll!J.ediately after German victory 

in the war. But who would maintain that this made Hitler less anti­

semitic? 

In the case of the Soviet Union, however, the argument is made 

that anti-Semitism does not exist as long as peoples other than Jews 

are subjected to similar treatment. Deportations of Jews, it is held, 

do not count as anti-Semitism as long as Crimean Tartars, Kal.mucks, 

Caucasian tribes, and Baltic nations are deported in the same way. The 

logical conclusion of this reasoning is that one cannot speak of anti­

Semitism as long as Jews are afforded equal accomodations in the gas 

chambers and extermination camps •••• 

Of course, tle Jews are not the only victims of totalitarian 

brutalities. They only exemplify what can happen to any ~roup under 

totalitarian rule. But a good case can be made for the contention that 

under Soviet rule, Jews suffer not only like anybody else, but more so. 

For example, the autonomy of the national minorities in the Soviet Union 

has been reduced to the "right" to praise the dictator and to promote 

the party line in their own language. But most other national groups in 

Soviet Russia still have periodicals, books, theaters, and schools in 

their languages, while Hebrew is completely forbidden and all Yiddish 

schools and periodicals have been liquidated. Also, those members of 

other national minorities who adopted the Soviet Russian way of thinking, 
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and renounced the past and the traditions of their native ethnic group1 

are usually not accused of "nationalist deviation." But a Jew remains a 

Jew however assimilated he may be linguistically and politic ally. any 

Jews were accused of Zionism, cosmopolitanism and Jewish botll'"geois 

nationalism although they were faithful Communists, hostile to every 

authentic expression of Jewish life and completely assimilated. 

(Slansky and Ana Pauker are good examples; there are t housands of 

others.) Even complete assimilation does not save a Jew from the stigma 

of his "Jewish origin," which makes him a member of a suspect group. The 

recent purges in Russia and the satellite countries were almost exclu­

sively aimed at such Jews. 

2. "THERE IS NO ANTI-SEMITISM BECAUSE PERSECUTION DOES NOT HIT ALL JEWS." 

Yes, Kaganovich is still a member of the Politburo, Ehrenburg and 

Zaslavsky are still allowed to write in Pravda, Rakosi is still Hungarian 

premier, ints and Berman are still Polish ministers (and, a little 

earlier, Slansky was still the Secretary General of the Czechoslovak Com­

munist Party, Ana Pauker still the virtual dictator of Rumania ••• ) 

Occasionally, a Jewish scientist or writer still gets the Stalin prize •••• 

But there is nothing new in the fact that persecutors and tormentors 

of Jews make such individual exceptions. Throughout the iddle Ages, some 

of the most violent anti-Jewish rulers had their favorite "Court Jews." 

And almost every modern anti-Semite counts some exceptional "good Jews" 

among his best friends. 'Ihe notorious anti-Semitic Mayor of Vienna, 

Karl Lueger, once answered a reproach that he himself had some business 

deals with Jews by coining the famous phrase: Wer Jude ist, bestimme ichl 
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(Who is a ~ew is for me to decide.) Even some Nazi leaders had their 
i' ✓ Jewish proteges whom they cited during the Nuremberg trials as proof of 

their innocence. 

Hitler 1s insistence that a man of Jewish origin could not "redeem" 

himse1£ from his racial characteristics has tended to obscure the well­

known fact that throughout previous ages anti-Semites often exempted from 

persecution those Jews who cut all ties with Jewishness and turned against 

their faith, their traditions and their brothers. Yet Christian anti­

Semites who accepted baptized Jews were still anti-Semites. The exemp­

tion of converts is quite compatible with anti-Semitism; although 

experience teaches that the anti-Semites often catch up with the con-

verts too. 

The Jews whom the Soviet anti-Semitic drive thus £ar has spared, 

not only had cut their ties with Judaism and Jewish communities a long 

time ago; they were also used as the spearheads of anti-Jewish drives. 

It was Ilya Ehrenburg who was chosen to initiate the campaign against 

11Zionism" and "Jewish bourgeois nationalism" which soon grew into a 

drive against all Jews. The Jew Rakosi and the Jewess Ana Pauker were 

the first Central European rulers to introduce mass deportations of 

"alien elements," among them thousands of Jews. Otto Fischl, one of the 

defendants in the Prague trial, was notorious for mistreating prospective 

emi rants to Israel. By now, Fischl has been executed and Ana Pauker 

jailed, but Rakosi and Ehrenburg still serve as instruments of Soviet 

policies. Does this prove the absence of anti-Semitism any more than the 

Judenraete and Jewish Kapos proved the absence of anti-Semitism in Nazi 

hettos and concentration camps? 
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). "THE JEWS ARE NOT PERSECUTED AS JffiS BECAUSE THEY ARE OT CAIJED 

JEWS .mm PERSECUTED." 

To an individual Jew, it makes little difference whether he is 

deported, jailed, or executed as "Jew" or as "Zionist," "cosmopolitan" 

or "Jewish bourgeois nationalist." To a Jewish community uprooted and 

destroyed., it little matters whether the reason officially given was 

"Jewishness" or "cosmopolitanism." 

The history of anti-Semitism shows that use of the word "Jew" is 

not decisive. llany anti-Semites before and after Hitler avoided this 

word and used transparent psuedonyms instead. The Yorkville rabble­

rouser, Joe cWilliams, spoke about "Eskimos" and John Beaty castigates 

"Khazars." Anti-Semites frequently say that they "have nothing against 

the Jews" and are agitating "only" against "Jewish usurers," "Jewish 

capitalists," "degenerate Jewish intellectuals," or "Jewish internation­

alists and cosmopolitans, men without country and fatherland." As a 

matter of fact, it makes little difference whether the word "Jew" is 

used as a noun or the word "Jewish" is used as an adjective accompanying 

well-known stereotypes. There is also ample precedent for the practice 

of using Jewish proper names without adding the unnecessary description, 

Jew. 

It was clear what the Soviet government and the Communist Party were 

up to when they conducted a violent campaign avainst "homeless cosmopoli­

tans," "alien wanderers," and "men without country," whose names were 

quoted as ielnikow- ehlman, Yakovlev-Holtzman, etc. Especially when the 

Soviet press stressed that "cosmopolitanism," "bourgeois nationalism" 
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and "Zionism" were substantially the same thing. 

But if there was any doubt, it was resolved by the Prague trial. 

Not only because eleven of the fourteen defendants were men of Jewish 

origin, and dozens of other Jews were named as co-conspirators, but also 

because all these men were opponents of real Zionism and of bona-fide 

Jewish nationalism, and even of any kind of Jewish solidarity. The words 

"Zionist," "Jewish nationalist," "cosmopolitan," applied to such faithful 

Communists as Slansky, Geminder, etc., clearly stood for nothing else 

than "Jew. 11 To make it clearer, the indictment added the words "of 

Jewish origin" after the name of each Jewish defendant, an act without 

precedent in Czechoslovak judicial practice. And in each case, the 

defendants were forced to link their "crimes" to their Jewish origin and 

background. The word "Jewish" was used in the trial proceedings several 

thousand times, mostly, it is true, in adjective form in linkages such 

as "Jewish nationalist," "Jewish capitalist," etc., but sometimes also in 

a noun form, for example, when the indictment spoke of Slansky as the 

"most clever Jew" and the "greatest hope of Jews in the Communist Party." 

In the case of the ioscow doctors, even the pretense of "mere anti­

Zionism" was dropped. The Jewish doctors who were made to confess murder 

and treason were not even called Zionists; and the Joint Distribution Com­

mittee, charged with hiring them, was described simply as a bourgeois Jew­

ish organization. That this was done in order to instigate "national 

enmity" and "racial hatred" was subsequently admitted by the Soviet 

government in official editorials in Pravda and Izvestia. Those who had 

denied that the , oscow doctors• affair had anything to do with anti­

Semitism are now in the position of being contradicted by the Soviet 

government itself• 
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4. "THE SOVIETS ARE NOT ANTI-SEMITIC, THEY ARE ONLY ANTI-ZIO IST." 

Of course it is possible to be anti-Zionist without being anti­

Semitic. But the really crucial point is that not only Zionists, but also 

non-Zionists and anti-Zionist Jews are being persecuted under the charge 

of Zionism. Official propaganda and the Communist courts identify not 

only any kind of Jewish solidarity or Jewish feeling, but mere Jewish 

origin ith Zionism, and Jews of all points of view are described as 

agents of a world-wide Zionist conspiracy, directed by the statesmen of 

Israel and tne Jewish capit~ists of America. If Slansky, Geminder, 

Fischl, Freund, Ana Pa~er were "Zionists," can there be a Jew who is not? 

If Soviet-Jewish writers, faithful Communists of long standing, are des­

cribed as homeless cosmopolitans, what Jew is immune from daneer? 

Nor is outright anti-Semitism under the cover of anti-Zionism at all 

unusual. In this country, Gerald : .K. ·th, Conde .. cGinley, erwin • 

Hart and others of that ilk carry on violent anti-Semitic campaigns 

while professing that they are not anti-Semitic but merely anti-Zionist. 

These gentlemen deli
0
ht in uncovering Zionist "plots" which include every­

one from the Rosenberg atom spies to Bernard Baruch. 

Similarly, when world public opinion was aroused about the atrocities 

of the Prague trial and Moscow accusations, Connnunist leaders tried to 

mask their anti-Jewish drive behind the phrase: We are not persecuting 

Jews, we are just fighting the Zionist conspiracy. But here too, it is a 

transparent lie. 
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5. "THERE IS NO TI-SfilUTIS BECAUSE SOVI "T LEADERS R-SJECT THE 

RACIST DOCTRINE." 

This is an attempt to narrov1 down the notion of anti-Semitism in a 

way ,vhich would excl·1de, 11by definition," those anti-Semites who do not 

subscribe to the 11Aryan b~ood" theory. But Nazi racism was only~ of 

many forms of anti-Semitism. There are many anti-Semites o do not pro-

fess such theories. Anti-Semitism existed many cent:iries before 

Gobineau, Houston Stewart Chrunberlain, Adolf Hitler, and Alfred Rosenberg. 

There was and is religious, political, and economic anti-Semitisn in 

addi tion to the racial type. 

Definitions of anti-Semitism in some connnon reference books make 

this quite clear. 

The 1 ebster (Merriam-'Vebster, Unabridged, Second Edition, 1946) 

defines anti-Semitism as: 

Opposition to, hatred of, or agitation against Jews. 

Encyclopedia Britannica (14th edition, 1932) defines anti-Semitism as: 

..• a reli ious, political, and social agitation against the 
Jews •••• The extreme section of the anti-Semites declare that 
it is a racial struggle ••• /italics added7 

The Jewish Encyclopedia (1902): 

•.• a modern word expressing antagonism to the political and 
social equality of the Jews. 

The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (1939): 

••• the movement to de ade Jews to an inferior position in all 
branches of life in the countries in which they live. Generally, 
it is applied to individual and group incit tion and action aim­
ing to circwuscribe the civil, religious and political rights of 
the Jews; also to hinder normal relations between Jews and non­
Jews. 
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Among the expression of anti-Semitism the Universal Jewish 

~ncyclopedia enumerates, among others: 

Shifting the Blame. The tendency of individuals and oups 
is to blame others for their own misfortunes, especially when 
these are the consequences of their own errors. This ten ency 
is the base for the scapegoat technique, employed in times of 
crisis by nationalist demagogues to inflame the masses aeainst 
a group or class, ·hich is already the object of a latent pre­
judice. Coupled with this tendency is the eagerness of the 
ignorant and the unthinking to accept oversimplified explana­
tions - linked with alleged misdeeds of such unpopular groups -
for complex social, political and economic phenomena. To 
these factors may be traced the charge that Jews poisoned wells 
at the time of the Black Death, that Jews were responsible for 
the German defeat in the world war, that all revolutions and 
wars are manifestations of a world-wide conspiracy of Jews, 
Catholics or Freemasons, or the result of machinations of 
international bankers •..• 

Charge of Disloyalty ..•• The fraternal interest of Jews in one 
country~n the welfare of co-religionists in other countries 
lays the Jews open to the charges of lack of patriotism, 
divided loyalty, or internationalism as opposed to nationalism ••.• 

Conspiracy Allegation .••• Furthermore, again because of /their7 
dispersion, the political or financial activities of Jews in­
various countries furnish anti-Semites with material upon 
which to base false charges of international financial or poli­
tical Jewish conspiracies. 

These last three paragraphs are perfect descriptions of what has 

been happening to the Jews under Soviet domination in recent years. It is 

true that the Soviet regime does not define Jewry in racial terms. But 

it certainly considers Jews as a suspect, potentially disloyal group be­

cause of their "bourgeois origin," their "alien character," their "cosmo­

politan ties," their "divided loyalty." Since totalitarian society 

believes in the collective guilt of social and etlmic groups, and since 

suspicion takes the place of proof, the membership in a suspect group 

makes an individual subject to such "preventive measures of defense" as 

purge from office, deportation, or internment in a "corrective labor 
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6. "ANTI-SEMITIC INCIDENTS raRE MISTA . .uS COMMITTED IN THE L07lER 

ECHELONS AND ARE NOW BEING CORRECTED BY THE SOVIET HIGH GO:MMA.ND. 11 

This statement betrays an utter lack of familiarity with the recent 

trials and a complete misunderstanding of the nature of the Connnunist 

regimes. The Prague trial was not only officially prepared and used for 

anti-Semitic agitation by the Czechoslovak government, it was also con­

cocted with the aid of Russian security organs on orders from the highest 

Soviet circles. There is evidence that the Czech Comm.llllist leaders only 

reluctantly and rather late in the investigation injected the anti­

Semitic charges into the Slansky case. 

The case against the Moscow doctors, it is now officially admitted, 

was prepared by the Ministry of State Security of the Soviet Union. The 

ensuing campaign against "alien" elements was conducted through all 

organs of the press, of the Communist Party, and of the Government. 

Furthermore, as it was evidently aimed at compromising one of the most 

powerful leaders in Russia, Lavrentii P. Beria., it certainly could not 

have been launched without the approval of somebody more powerful than 

Beria. There is enough evidence that Stalin himself initiated this cam­

paign - which then stopped after his death. This proves how futile was 

the appeal to Stalin to halt the "excesses of lower organs" or of 

satellite leaders. 

After Stalin's death, the Moscow doctors were exonerated. The 

reason was that their trial, if not prevented, would have compromised 

Beria, who had now recovered his power. At the same time, the Soviet 

leaders, confronted with a grave internal crisis of their regime and a 
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bitter inner struggle, decided to conduct a "peace offensive," and 

felt that open anti-Semitism would alienate many circles whose coopera­

tion or at least benevolent neutrality they now badly needed. 

So the charges against the ·oscow doctors were dropped and openly 

anti-Semitic items disappeared from the Soviet press. 

But the charges against Slansky were not reversed. The damage 

inflicted by the violent anti-Jewish campaign was not repaired. Quite 

the contrary, the attacks against the world-wide "Zionist conspiracy• in 

the Czech press are continuing to this day. Czech Foreign Minister 

/vaclav David repeated them in the United Nations. Thousands of Jews 

arrested in connection with the "Zionist plots" remain in jails. The 

deported Russian, HWl arian, Rwnanian Jews are still dying in concentra­

tion camps and places of confinement. Demoted Jewish officials were not 

reinstated; circulars ordering discrimination against Jews in diplomatic 

and military services and schools have not been rescinded; Jewish schools 

have not been reopened; Yiddish periodicals and theaters in the Soviet 

Union remain closed; Jewish religious commWlities in the satellite 

coWltries still cower under the Communist whip. No serious steps have 

been taken a6 ainst local anti-Semitic outbursts. 

ay 22, 195.3 
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Dear Rabbi Silver: 
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March 8, 1954 

Dear Friend: 

Anti-Semitism in the Soviet empire , which seemed to subside following 
Stalin's death, still rages throughout the areas under Russian control, 
although the Communists are attempting to conceal the facts from the out­
side world. Recent developments in the satellite nations -- the sentencing 
behind locked doors of Jewish leaders in Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Hungary; 
the continuing purge of Jews from public life in East Germany -- are only 
the latest evidences of this Red campaign. 

In interpreting the Kremlin's strategy to your readers, you may find 
helpful the accompanying fact sheet, Anti-Semitism Continues in the Soviet 
Satellites. Compiled by experts on Central European affairs, this study 
documents the most recent outrages reported from the Communist sphere and 
explains why Soviet dictatorships adopt anti-Semitism as a means of retain­
ing power. 

The American Jewish Committee keeps a close watch on the unfolding 
pattern of Communist tyranny. Our Liberty of Jewish Information publishes 
periodic studies based on interviews with Iron Curtain escapees, analyses 
of Soviet and satellite publications, and reports from correspondents abroad. 
Should you desire further information on this topic, we will do our utmost 
to meet your request. 

Tear sheets of any stories utilizing the enclosed material will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Executive Vice-President 



ANTI-SEMITISM CONTINUES IN SOVIET SATELLITES 

A FACT SHEET 

The storm of anti-Semitism which rose to a crescendo throughout the Soviet em­

pire a year ago, and which seemed to subside following Stalin's death, still continues. 

Although the Communists are trying to conceal the facts from the outside world, it is 

known that Jewish leaders in Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Hungary have been sentenced 

behind locked doors, while in East Germany almost every person of Jewish origin has 

been purged from public life. 

Many observers are asking why Communist regimes find it necessary to throttle 

Jewish life. The answer is revealed in the recently published book, The Jews in the 

Soviet Satellites (Syracuse University Press). Written by Peter Meyer and other East 

European authorities, this book describes in detail the step-by-step destruction of Jewish 

communities in the satellite countries starting from the moment the Reds took control. 

It analyses the forces behind Communist totalitarianism and explains why Soviet dictator­

ships adopt anti-Semitism as a means of retaining power. 

During the coming year, additional reports of Red persecution of the Jews may be 

expected to filter through the Iron Curtain. In interpreting these reports to your readers, 

you may find the following information helpful. 
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DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE DEATH OF STALIN 

1. False Hopes: When the trumped-up charges against the Moscow Jewish doctors 

were withdrawn on April 4, 1953, many observers believed the Soviets were shelving 

anti-Semitism. This view was supported by indications of a new Russian policy of "soft­

ness" or conciliation -- less aggression abroad, less repression at home. 

2. Disillusionment: As soon as Malenkov had consolidated his control of the party 

and government, it became apparent that the Communists were not deviating from their 

traditional policies. Just as they sabotaged the truce talks in Korea and resisted efforts 

to negotiate German and Austrian peace treaties, they also continued their persecution 

of the Jews. 

3. Beria's Role: Lavrenti P. Beria, former Number Two man of the Soviet High 

Command, was charged with "criminal, anti-party and anti-State activities," and was 

held for trial by the U.S.S.R. Supreme Court. Though Beria was no less responsible for 

Red anti-Semitism than were his colleagues, it was he who had quashed the case against 

the doctors - - a move designed to discredit his enemies and advance his own power with­

in the party. His fall from grace marked the triumph of those who favored a harsh pol­

icy toward minority groups. Since his arrest and subsequent execution, several Com­

munist leaders of the various non-Russian Soviet republics have been purged. 

4. The Reason for Secrecy: Stalin's blatant anti-Semitism had three foreign-policy 

objectives: gaining support of neo-Nazis in East Germany; appealing to Arab nationalists 

in the Middle East; and encouraging the support of anti-American fascistic groups around 

the world. Universal protests apparently convinced the Kremlin that overt anti-Semitism 

was bad public relations, especially for a country that had long labored to build the myth 

of friendship for all minority groups. Halting their "show" trials, the Reds resumed their 

practice of unpublicized persecution. 

5. Evidence of Continuing Red Anti-Semitism: Even after revocation of the charges 

against the Moscow doctors, the Communist campaign against alleged members of the 

world-wide "Zionist conspiracy" continued unabated. On April 16 1953 the Czecho-
' ' 

slovak Foreign Minister Vaclav David repeated all the charges of the Rudolf Slansky 
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trial before the Political Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations in 

New York and accused Zionism of being an "espionage and sabotage agency of American 

imperialism.'' The Czechoslovak press continued the "anti-Zionist" campaign. 

A series of trials against accomplices of Slansky and alleged members of the 

"Jewish conspiracy" was conducted throughout 1953 and continued in 1954. 

On May 26, 1953, four Czechoslovak diplomats stood trial in Prague. Three were 

Jews: Rudolf Slansky's brother, Richard, and Edvard Goldstucker, former Czechoslovak 

Minister to Israel, were sentenced to life imprisonment; Pavel Kavan, former official 

of the Czechoslovak embassy in London received twenty-five years in jail. 

On August 7, 1953, Mordechai Oren, a left-wing Mapam member of the Israel par­

liament, received fifteen years in jail on the usual charges of espionage. Two months 

later, Simon Orenstein, former commercial attach~ of the Israel mission in Prague, was 

sentenced to forced labor for life. Thirteen diplomatic notes from the Israeli Govern­

ment protested the arrest of these Israel citizens and asked permission for diplomatic 

representatives to see them, without avail. Oren and Orenstein were held incommunicado, 

forced to "confess" and convicted in secret trials. 

On January 29, 1954, another Prague trial was conducted against seven alleged 

accomplices of Slansky. Six were described as "Jewish bourgeois nationalists." They 

were Jarmila Paussigova, Mikulas Landa (Landau),Bedrich Hajek (Karpeles), Ervin Polak, 

Vitezslav Fuchs and Hanus Lomsky (Gabriel Lieben). Their original Jewish names were 

added to their adopted names wherever needed to stress their Jewish identity. The 

seventh defendant, Mrs. Marie Svermova, was denounced as the mistress of the Jewish 

"traitor" Otto Sling, one of the men executed in the first Slansky trial. She received a 

life term; the rest were given sentences ranging from fifteen to twenty-five years. 

All of the defendants mentioned above were Communists whose only connection with 

Jewry was their Jewish origin. 

At the same time, authentic former leaders of Jewish communities in Czechoslo­

vakia, Rumania and Hungary were arraigned in a series of secret trials. Several hun­

dred such leaders had been held in Communist jails since 1948 and 1949. 
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In Prague on August 7 1953 nine former leaders of Czechoslovak Jews were , , , 

secretly tried on charges of "treason" and "economic crimes.,, One was condemned to 

death and his sentence commuted to forced labor for life; eight others received sen­

tences up to twenty-three years. In December 1953, Erno Osher, a former Zionist 

leader in Bratislava, was condemned to ten years in prison. Several dozen others, also 

former Zionists, remained in a Bratislava jail, awaiting trial. 

In Rumania, the first secret trial against former Jewish leaders took place in 

August, 1953. Among other offenses, the defendants were accused of being imperialist 

agents because they had helped to shelter British parachutists from the Gestapo during 

the war. The defendant Edgar Kenner, who refused to confess and defended his Zionist 

convictions, was sentenced to sixteen years at forced labor, while four co-defendants 

received sentences of ten years and more. 

In a second trial, Mrs. Susanne Benvenisti and Jean Littmann, leaders of the Ru­

manian section of the World Jewish Congress, were accused of having received foreign 

money for Zionist activities and were sent to jail--the former for ten years, the latter 

for fifteen. 

In Hungary, Judith Steiner, an employee of the Israel legation in Budapest, was 

sentenced to four years in prison in December, 1953. Of the prominent Hungarian Jews 

arrested in January, 1953, Lajos Stoeckler, President of the Budapest Jewish community; 

Leo Csengery, President of the community in Debreczen; Dr. Laszlo Benedek, former 

director of the Jewish Hospital; and many others, were held incommunicado. Stoeckler 

and Benedek, generally regarded as pro-Communist, were nevertheless reported to have 

received heavy prison terms. George Schay, former leader of the Jewish youth organi­

zation, Habonim, was sentenced to five years in jail in another secret trial in December, 

1953. 
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HISTORY OF ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE SOVIET SATELLITES 

Under totalitarian rule, any form of cultural diversity is intolerable. In the Soviet 

satellites, Jews have suffered even more than other minorities for four reasons: their 

"petty-bourgeois'' past; their individualism; their attachment to their own traditions 

which are incompatible with Communist ideology; and their spiritual ties with J ws the 

world over. 

Two new crimes invented in the Soviet Union became part of the law of the satel­

lites: "bourgeois nationalism" - - defined as adherence to any culture not Russian; and 

"cosmopolitanism" -- adherence to international ideals. Both are punishable by purge, 

jail or extermination. Jews, by reason of their very existence, are automatically guilty 

of both "crimes." With minor variations from country to country, the destruction of 

Jewish life has followed the pattern below. 

Destruction of Jewish Communities 

1. Jewish communal and cultural institutions are first taken over by the Commun­

ists and then either liquidated or transformed into sounding boards for Communist propa­

ganda. 

2. Zionist organizations are disbanded or forced to dissolve. 

3. The offices of foreign Jewish welfare organizations are closed. 

4. Domestic Jewish welfare organizations are liquidated, and their property and 

institutions nationalized. 

5. Jewish schools are closed; sometimes a handful are reopened under Communist 

control as a means of indoctrinating the young. 

6. The so-called religious groups permitted to survive are placed under Red dom-

ination and used as propaganda agencies. 

Destruction of Jewish Leaders 

1. Staunch democratic leaders are eliminated. 
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2. All leaders of Zionist organizations are purged from positions of influence; 

many are arrested. 

3. Intellectual "cosmopolitans," including a large number of Jews, are purged. 

4. Middle class families, always including a high percentage of Jews, are deported 

to forced labor camps, with death by disease and starvation awaiting them. 

5. Finally, even Communists of Jewish origin are purged. 

The Record 

Czechoslovakia 

1945-1948: Repeated anti-Jewish riots occur in Slovakia. Since police tolerate 

these pogroms, most of the organizers escape punishment. 

1945-1948: Restitution laws, providing for return of Nazi-expropriated properties 

are~ in effect, rendered inapplicable to Jews who, in case after case, are disqualified as 

"Germanizers" or "anti-social elements." In 1948, the Communists revise the restitu­

tion laws, barring the remaining claimants, most of whom are Jewish. 

February, 1948: Jewish religious communities are taken over by Red action com­

mittees. 

1950: The Joint Distribution Committee and other relief organizations are banned; 

local Jewish welfare organizations nationalized. 

1950: Jewish emigration is halted; attempts at illegal departure severely punished. 

1950-1952: Systematic purge removes almost all Jews from responsible positions. 

November, 1952: Rudolph Slansky and thirteen others, eleven of them Jews, are 

tried as members of a "Trotzkyite-Titoist-Zionist-Pro-American gang of spies and 

saboteurs." The propaganda-laden trial sets off wave of overt anti-Semitism. 

Hungary 

1945-1947: Post-war pogroms -- some organized by local Communists - are tol­

erated by the authorities. 
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1948: Elected leaders of the Jewish communities are removed by government pres­

sure and replaced, through rigged elections, with Communists. 

March, 1949: All Zionist organizations are forced to dissolve. 

June, 1949: Nine Zionist leaders are arrested andjailed. Mass arrests of Zionists 

follow. 

1951-1952: Many thousands of Jews, along with other middle-class, "unproductive" 

elements, are deported from cities to relocation centers or slave labor camps in Hun­

gary and the U .S.S.R. 

Rumania 

November, 1947: William Filderman, Chairman of the Union of Rumanian Jews 

and President of the Federation of Jewish Religious Communities, is forced to flee the 

country. A few months later the government imposes Communist leadership on the Fed­

eration. The Union of Rumanian Jews is disbanded in 1948. 

February, 1948: Chief Rabbi Alexander Shafran, forced to flee the country, is re­

placed by a Communist follower with no rabbinical training. 

1948: Sixty-nine Yiddish elementary schools and twenty-three high schools are 

closed. A year later three are reopened as government propaganda agencies. 

1949: Hundreds of Jewish leaders are arrested and held incommunicado, without 

trial. 

March-April, 1949: The offices of Jewish international welfare organizations are 

closed, their assets seized. Jewish charitable institutions -- hospitals, orphanages and 

the like - - are nationalized. 

October, 1949: Jews born in Bessarabia are deported to slave labor camps in the 

Soviet Union. 

1952: Many thousands of Jews are deported from the cities to remote rural dis-

tricts or slave labor camps. 
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Poland 

1945-1947: Hundreds killed in anti-Semitic riots tolerated by local authorities. 

1946-1948: Jewish political parties and all Zionist organizations are outlawed. 

Surviving organizations and institutions are transformed into instruments of Communist 

propaganda. 

Bulgaria 

1944: Communist leadership is imposed on Jewish communities. 

1948: Jewish schools are nationalized, then abolished. Jewish relief organizations 

are banned and their welfare institutions nationalized. 

The American Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. February, 1954 
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October 12, 1955 

Dear Colleague: 

The enclosed statement represents 

the considered view of the American Jewish Com-

mittee in this vital matter of festival observance 

in the Public Schools. I would be happy to get 

your reaction to it. 

All good wishes and cordial greeting. 

llNK:co 
enc. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Morris N. Kert 
Director 
Interreligious Division 
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THE AIJERICAH JE\'!ISH COMMITTEE 

DEI:.LirG YIITH TiIE CHRIST~JA.s OESERT!ANSE IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

In recent ye'.irs, seve.ral comnuni ties have ex:;erienced considerable 

difficulty with Christmas p:.--ograms in the schools. While a nut1ber of 

different views on the problem* have been e::pressed by Jevdsh organizations, 

we believe it might be helpful, nevertheless, to offer a series of 

suggestions on procedure. 

Ue base our proposals on two major considerations: 

a) That the Christmas observance has been a deeply-imbedded 

tradition in the public school for many yea.rs. Uoreover, far 

many people, the holiday has ass,.lDled the aura of a national, 

as well as a sect.::.rian, event. It is, therefore, unrealistic 

to e:-:pect that the observance can be elinri.natcd froo the 

school program. Those who are determined to achieve that 

end, however understandable their motives., are likely to 

embroil the Jewish population in serious conflict. with its 

Christian neighbors. There is a history of such tension 

situations. 

b) Objections to the program are generally addressed to its 

Christological and doctrinal aspects. It is, therefore, 

i!Tlportant to rerr.ember that in these respects the Christmas 

program differs not only from school to school, but from 

classroom to classroom in any given school. This is true 

principally because the program is nearly always shaped by 

*The position of tre American Jewish Committee is expressed in its 
Statement of Views on Heligion in Public Education. 
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teachers., and not by the superintendent or the board of 

education. It is misleading and confusing to treat all 

Christmas programs alike, and to lump them all under the 

tenn "religious holiday obs P.rvances." 

1. The pr ~!em should not be dealt with just before or during the 

Christma s season. The atmosphere is so charged with emotion at the holiday 

period that a fair and objective consideration of the issues is almost 

impos sible. 

2. A study of current school practices should be undertaken before any 

community action is considered. Too often, communities have acted on the 

basis of scant information., ·with resulting embarrassment. This information 

should be gathered in a manner that will not incite public controversy before 

the is sue has been joined. 

Jerr.ish Organizational Consideration 

.). Once the necessary infonnation is at hand an intensive discussion 

of the subject shoul d follow. This will afford the opportunity to consider 

the several po~itions adopted by the national Jewish agencies and rabbinical 

bodies, against a backdrop of the local findings. These discussions should 

by no means be confined to leadership; they should embrace the rabbinate as 

vrell as the memberships of as many Jewish organizations in the community as 

possible. This process is valuable for several reasons: a) It will disclose 

any considerable gap Y1hich may exist between leadership and manbership think­

ing on the subject; b) if a course of action is adopted, there vrill be 

greater urrlerstanding and acceptance by the Jewish comrnuni ty; and c) self .. 

appointed spokeSlD8nwill then be deterred from attempting to speak for all 
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Jcvrs in the ~~ni ty, when in fact thej- are merely vo:.cing their personal 

convictions o 

4. In canvassing commnni t,y thinking, the possible consequence of any 

course of action should be fully understood throughout the Jewish comrnuni ty. 

Vlhcn cornmuni ty conflict has developed around the Christmas observance, leader­

ship has sometimes fot1.nd that Jewish support has evap:,r-ated, if indeed it 

was ever there. This unfortunate result undoubtedly can be traced to a 

failure of leadership to spell out in advance the consequences which may 

ensue. 

Possible Lines of Action 

5. If remedial steps are decided on, tvo alterna tivez are open. 

a) Representations might be made to the superintendent of 

schools, or perhaps to one or more of his administrators, 

either by letter or through personal contact. This step 

should be approached vd.th the utmost caution, because the 

school official may feel impelled to bring the matter 

formally to the attention of the board of education and 

the issue will then reach the forum of public debate. 

Some of the most acrimonious community conflicts have 

resulted from a formal approach to top school officials. 

Therefore, except in the most unusual circumstances, a 

school-wide or community-wide appr ca ch to the problem is 

not recomrrended. -
b) A quiet, year-round program to acquaint the Christian 

clergy, school personnel and others, with the vievrs held 

by Jewish organizations on religion in the public schools 
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might be undertaken, placing the problem of Christmas 

observances in this larger context. In those communities 

where this patient educational method has been used, the 

results have been most effective. 

The Chanukah or Joint C~istmas-C~anukah Pro~ra~ 

6. Some Jewish parents press for the introduction of a Chanukah or a 

joint Christmas-Clianukah program in the schools. For reasons discussed in our 

Statement of' Views, we believe it is inadvisable to recommend either pro gram to 

teachers or school officials. Yle are aware of communities mere one or both of 

these programs have been adopted in some schools. Often they have been 

initiated by well-intentioned teachers who feel they are rendering a service to 

Jewish youngsters; occasio~lly they have been suggested by Je.·,ish groups. 

\"!here such programs already exist, any attempt to withdraw them may have a 

negative effect on intergroup relations. Where such programs do not exist, we 

suggest that no effort be made to introduce them. 

7. llhat of the teacher who asks for some 11 good material11 or the personal 

assistance of a parent in developing a Chanukah or joint Christmas-Charrukah 

program? \"le believe the teacher should be familiarized with the points of view 

of Jewish groups in the community, and urged not to introduce either program if, 

in fact, that represents community thinking. There will be instances, however, 

when it vrould seem wise to comply with the request.. The American Jevr.i.sh 

Committee has not made it a practice to prepare program aids of this kind, but 

v:e can provide available materials, on request. 

If Community Conflict Develops 

8. If community tensions should develop, we know of no ready solution. 
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Experience has shown that public statements, however eloquently phrased, are 

likely to have little or no quieting effect. In the course of these emotional 

community outbursts it is very difficult to counter irratioral fears and un­

founded rumors. But there are steps that can and should be undertaken with 

all possible speed. The first is to assure that Jewish organizations and 

their members will themselves act in disciplined fashion. The next is to 

devise an organized but unpublicized approach to every facet of public 

opinion in your community - the clergy, school administrators, city officials, 

civic and comnunal leaders, press and radio. If, as is usually t~e case, 

these tensions have developed during the holiday season, the discussion of 

these issues should be deferred until after the holiday, v1hen a more reasoned 

and objective consideration may be possible. 

In Defense of Personal Convictions 

9. Regardless of all other co11.5iderations, and whatever else may be 

done, the right of arr:, child to abstain from participating in any holiday 

observance in the schools, on grounds of conscience, must be def ended. All 

Jewish organizations must help preserve this right, with or without support 

from other community group, although, obviously, such support would be 

preferable. Certainly, no child should be made to feel embarrassed or 

umelcome in a public school classroom. 

Counselling with the National Agencies 

10. Finally, it is urgently suggested that Jewish communities faced 

Yd.th this vexing problem consult with rabbinical bodies and the Jewish 

national organizations which have had long experience in this area. The 

American Jewish Comnri ttee stands ready to assist in your deliberations. 

10/6/55 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York 22, N. Y. • Plaza 1-4000 • Cable Wishcom , New York 

. 202 Hayarkon, Apt. 7, Tel Aviv 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

. Telephone: 22-4088 

April 5, 1963 

Upon the suggestion of Knesset ember S. Z. Abramov, I have the 
great pleasure of sending to you the four issues published todate of our 
Hebrew magazine, AMMOT, which is sponsored by the American Jewish Committee 
and a group of private Israeli citizens. 

We would be pleased to include your name among our honorary sub­
scribers and send you forthcoming issues. Would you please be so kind as 
to let us know to which address you would like us to send the magazine in 
the future. 

I am sorry to have missed the opportunity of meeting you while 
you were in Israel and I hope I may soon have the privilege of doing so. 
I would have liked to have acquainted you with the program of the Israel 
Office of the American Jewish Committee. 

th 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely ;f>urs t ,, ~ 

!~ f 1/ • -rt;Ud-7 
Maximo Yagupsky 
Director, Israel Office 

nnual Me ~tincr • Ma 16-19 'I 1963 • Hot l Conunodor} w York Cit 
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MORRIS B. ABRAM, Chm., Executive Board 

RALPH FRIEDMAN, Chm., Administrative Board 

WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Chm., Nat'l'Advisory Council 

MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer 

ARTHUR D. LEIOESOORF, Associate Treasurer 

ORIN LEHMAN, Secretary 

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President 

LOUIS CAPLAN , Honorary President 
HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President 
IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary Prt:s1dent 
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Vice-President 
SAMUEL 0 . LEIOESOORF, Honorary Vice-President 
JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President 
RALPH E. SAMUEL, Honorary V1ce-Pres1dent 
HORACE STERN, Honorary V1ce-Prt:s1dent 
FRED LAZARUS, JR., Hon. Chm., Nat'I Advis. Council 

MARTIN L. BUTZEL, Detroit, Vice-President 
IRVING L. GOLDBERG, Dallas, Vice-President 
ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-President 
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, Oran1e, N. J., Vice-President 
JULIUS S. LOEWENTHAL, New York, Vice-President 
RICHARD MAASS, Wh,te Plains. N. V., Vice-President 
EARL MORSE, New York, Vice-President 
NORMAN S. RABB. Boston, Vice-President 
IRVING SALOMON, San Die10, Vice-President 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

A. M. SONNABEND, President 

Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York 22, N. Y. • Plaza 1-4000 • Cable Wishcom, New York 

Dr . Abba rlillel Silver 
Tifereth Israel 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Ab"ba : 

,June 7, 1963 

I greatly enjoyed the hour spent in your 
study . Herewith are three items related to 
tnat conversation which I believe will interest 
you . 

The first i~ an article that appeared in 
the ~ew York Times a few days a o . 

The second is an article from Chica o 
ne• u~ er which I reprinted in January . 

Thethird is a letter I sent yesterday to 
the First Secret&ry of tne Russian Embas~y in 

1 TB.shin"'ton . I am confident that this letter is 
thorou hly cordial, kindly and not at all 
abrasiVP. . 

With beqt wisheR , I am, 

Sincerely yours , 

D ~- s . l IL Ii Li8B G 

SAF:aw 
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Nikita On Guard 
In Jewish Dispute 
By Edward Crankshaw 

London Observer Special 
LQNDON-The position of 

J\!wry in the Soviet Union con­
tinues to worry Prime Minister 
Nikita S. Khrushchev-and the 
Jews. 

Reliable reports from Mos­
cow said the publicized meeting 
of Soviet writers, artists and 
musicians with high government 
leaders, including Khrushchev, 
on Dec. 1 7, was largely taken 
up with a bitter argument on 
and around anti-Semiti m. 

None of this was published in 
the official versions of the 
speeches at that meeting be­
cause the Soviet government has 
been advised by certain sate11ite 
leaders that the latest drive 
against Soviet Jewry - the ar­
rests of rabbis and Jewi h lead­
ers on currency offenses, the 
steady clo ing of synagog , has 
be~n creatint a poor impres ion 
in the outside world. 

Nikita's Position 
Khrushchev wa unea ily 

half-defen ive, half-aggre ive. 
There was no more anti-Semi­
tjsm in the Soviet Union, he 
said, becau e "the nationalities 
question had been olved." 
There was only "individual anti­
Semitism." 

Neverthele , he aid it was 

better for Jews not to hold top 
positions in the government be­
cause this only provoked popu­
lar resentment .. 

The occasion for these re­
marks seems to have been the 
attack by Leonid F. Ilyichev, 
chief Soviet progandist, on the 
world-famed composer Dimitri 
Shostakovich for using Y evgeny 
Yevtushenko's poem about the 
Nazi massacre of the Kiev Jew 
at Babi Yar as the text for hi 
new symphony. 

They produced o much con­
,s t e r nation, that afterward 
Khrushchev moved to prop up 
Ilya Ehrenburg. One of the 
most prominent viet novelists, 
Ehrenburg (of the Jewish faith) 
had also been violently attacked 
by another speaker, and Khru­
hchev assured him his word 

were not directed at him per­
on:illy. 

"You must understand that 
as a profe ional poJitician I 
have to take things as I find 
them and warn against dan­
ger , " he sad. 

Sustained Attack 
These words do not ring true 

in view of the sustained attack, 
increasing all through 1962, on 
Jewish culture and Jewish re­
ligious observances. 

At least 10 important centers 
of Jewish population have had 
their synagogs closed in recent 
months, making a total of at 
least 60 since 1959. More than 
60 per cent of the published 
total of all those persons shot 
for "speculation" and other 
imilar activities have been Jews 

and in some of the trials syna­
gogs were described as the 
meeting place for "crooks and 
peculators." 


	ms4787.002.001.0049b.pdf



