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521 Fifth Avenue 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

Phone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 
WASHINGTON 0FFICf 

1706 G STREET, N. w . 
WASHINGfON 1, D. C. 

PHONE REPUBLIC 0883 

February 5, 1947 

In a few hours I shall return to Geri-:i~r a....-1 ~ 
of effor t towards t he alleviation of ou r seeo 
suff erings. 

t her e lend a bit 
0 ly never ending 

It is my hope t hat during t he next months I shall be able to 
participate in t he mass exodus of the Jews from Germany. Anxiously 
the people a ait the results of t he present conferenc sand most 
anxiously t hey a,ait that word from t heir leaders which will 
once and for all instruct them as to the means by which t hey can 
at long last find home and peace. 

I shall take t he liberty o~ writing to you from time to 
time depicting t he nature of our ever changing problem. I shall 
likewise call upon you for aid d advice .. tore than that, I 
will ask of you, as I now ask of you, to arrange to visit the 
Jews now in Germany. If at all possible, ~lease consider 
attending the Conference of Liberated Jews in Germany on 
the 25th of February at Bad Reichenhall, Germany. 

iith many good wishes, I am 

Cordially, 

THB JNTElllM COMMITIEB WAS ESTABLISHED BY TI-1B 0ELEGATB OP TI-IE AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONPERENCB 1N NBW YORK, SEPT. 2, ] 943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS 
ON: THB RESCUB OP BUROPBAN JEWRY; THR RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JEWS 1N THE 
POST-WAil WORLD; 11Ul RIGHTS OP THB JB\VlSH PEOPLB WITH RBSPBCf TO PALBSTINB 
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Dear Harri : 

REFORM COIGBEGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 
1717 NuRTH BROA STREET 

LPI 

October th 
l? 

Thanks for sending me them terlal that Eisendrath sen 

Organization of the American Jew:i.sh Conference." 
ou abou4 the "Plan for C nent 

I have read 
tl.is ·s set 
establish c 
01·ganization. 

th1~ough c.'lre lly, and I am absol tel "' and mf. ·, rvingl- o ,osed to it . If 

a i ndicr?. ted in the progrru , it m an a , shall have a J e • sh ongress 

i 1 he nited ctates i th all the disadvanta es that co e fro s h an 

In he firs lace, we alre dy ave t o organizations at are sup osea to pro, ct Jetlsh 

rights here in t 1is covntr-:: th~· are the A eric~ n Jewish Co _i tee and the ' -:i 'rith. 

I belie hat recently tl.i~ so-called J e ii.sh Congress has affiliated itself with these 

two. I dersta d that they don't work together very 11, but at arzy- rate it's a better 

organization. 

Under t e headin "a" is orga. zation II ro OS s or 1mer·c n i all , 
representationv before the L· i t _cd vates 0 ~rn 1 t l e t t, .en 

' 
intcrr;over 

ag ncies and tle Unite· ati.011~,, an in all ublic r , 
0 s con ccte therewi vh. II 's 

only another y Ji sa in0 t 1
1at the Jewish p opl~ 01' co11s tit te a ell-or ani cd 

national rtinorit .... ince 
,. 

co not b long to n, a a nr.·th r 0 rou, t rally 
• .I. 

I would be cp'"'osed to arr -Cl institut:on. 

Un er t.le hea "b", it roposes to represe.. t e J , 

a. v reposes "'-o cooper, e he Je .. • A c c f 

ge~ a Sta e of heir o , h n thi~ 01 anization i~ c 

because as Arerican citizens~ ave no business Lo s 

eople in re aru to olcsti 1e, 
lesti e. If t e Zionists er 

inl. ~ a tra sonable org n • zation, 
rov a p rposes to 

coopera e • th the Je ish . enc for lestine 1ic • f ·it co 

th representative of this 1·ttle Jewish ... tat , in P lcstin. 

subscribe to an S " Ch stupid end tre sonable arran 11 ent. 

ti1ue o exist, ·11 be 
ou can see that coul not 

So far as "c" ind "d" are concerned, I don't see how the Americ n Jewish Congre s can be 

of tte s11ghtest value since they say ve specifically that tney act throu h reco3nized 

Jewish age c· es, bot in relief an rehabilitation. ~ ow we have the Allied Jewish Appeal 

hich does just that, so what's the use of having an American Jewish Congress established 

to do that sa e thing? 

Of course, the whole thing is merely a device ereby a fe len, rac ·cally all oft e1 

are either Zionists or conceale Zionists, 11 control the Jen~h policy of the United 

tates f Amorica. Si ce I an Americ;.,n citizen c a ember f the Jc; sh fa· th, I 

have no need for any such organisation, conse entl, I v«>uld be opposed to it. 

ith kin est regards, 
Cordially, 

( igned) • H. Fineahri ber 
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STUSSBURGER and clraNNA 
LAW OFFICES 

26th Floor -Grant Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, 19, Pa. 

October 13, 1947 

Jacob Aronson, Chairman 
Executive Board 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

3 Ea.st 65th Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 

Dear tr. Aronson: 

At the meeting of the Board of the lbion to be held on October 

25th and 26th, the matter of the permanent organization of the American Jewish 

Conference will be discussed. 

I have been debating the matter by mail with Rabbi Eisendrath. 

I do not agree with the report of the Comni.ttee, of which he is Chairman, 

and have so told him. 

While the war was on and an emergency existed, I was strong for 

the Union remaining in the Conference. In fact, Ii troduced the resolution 

to that effect at the Biennial. 

I now see no further reason for its esi.xtence. Particularly as in 

three of the four fields in which it proposes to function existing organiza

tions are now functioning. As to the fourth field I would not want to be tied 

in with the group that is in control of the American Jewish Conf'erence. I am 

a delegate to the American Jewish Conference and am famil~ar with the bloc 

system and know how the Conference is run. 

Whatever we do, the delegates to the Conference will probably vote 

for the continuation of the organization. However, the lh'lion should take 

the proper attitude. 

EBS/HU 

I would like to have your reaction to the matter. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Eugene B. Strassburger 
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CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS OF THE MERIC JE ISH CONFERE CE 

American Association for Jewis Education 

American Federation of Jews from Central Europe 

American Federation for Polish Jews 

American Jewish Congress 

American Jewish Congress-Women's Division 

American Jewish Lober Council 

Bessarobion Federation of American Jews, Inc. 

B'noi B'rith 

B'noi B'rith, Women's Supreme Council 

B' nai 8' rith Youth Organization 

BMi Zion 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Fraternal Federations 

Federation of Palestine Jews 

Free Sons of Israel 

Hobonim, Labor Zionist Youth 

Hodossoh, Women's Zionist Orgonizotion of Americ 

Hopoel Homizrochi of America 

Hashomer Hodati 

Hoshomer Hatzair 

Hillel Foundation 

Histodruth lvrith 

Independent Order Brith Abraham 

Independent Order Brith Sholom 

Independent Order Brith Sholom of Baltimore 

Intercollegiate Zionist Federation o America 

Jewish Notional Worker~ Alliance 

Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of the !WO 

Jewish War Veterans of the United States 

Jewish War Veterans Ladies Auxiliary 

Junior Hadassoh 

Junior Mizrachi Women 's Organization of America 

Labor Zionist Organization of America-Peale Zion 

Mtls da 

Mizrochi Orc;onizMion o A .erico 

Mizrochi Women s Organization of America 

National , ssor., tion oi J wish Center Workers 

Na ional Cour.cil or Jewish Education 

, o•ionol Coun-:il of Jewish Women 

tionol Counci! of Jewish Juniors 

Notional Ccurci l of Young lsroet 

otionol F deration of Hebrew T eochers 

Notional Federo ion of J wish Men's Clubs 

of the United Synagogue of Am rica 

. lotional e erot:on of T mple Brotherhoods 

ationol Federation of Tempie Sisterhoods 

Notional Feder tion of Temple Youth 

Notional Women's League 

of e ni d Synagogue of America 

Pioneer omen's Organization of America 

Progressive Order of the West 

Rabbinical Assembly of America 

R bbinic I Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of Americo-

Women s Branch 

Union of Sephardic Congregations 

United Golician Jews of America 

United Roumonion Jews of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Yiddish P.E.N. Club 

Yiddish Writers Union 

Young People's League of the United Synagogue of America 

Zionist Organization of America 



(Q) 

American Jewish Conference 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

., Yeft 

.... 
Oeat 

• AJ.11.ulft~Nl 

--"li,I-

... ,.---1 .. 
_..,i,, •• 

Cli ffl u. .. ,.... . ....., 
to pt.ioa 

• _. __ , ... ,... n.... an 
at, the-••• 

re no Yil1 le. _., ........ , , .... 
r 

....... •--a& 

-~~~- 0~ 
ot all ftlMIIIU.JI• ...... .._ I 
11d of 
wt ••\lw ...... ot 



- -
Dr. b Hill 11 er Ocnober n, 1147 
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. . . 
A: ~Y.RI CAN JEWISH COl~~-ENCE 

PL.AN FOR A PER.:AN:::NT ORGANIZA':'IO?r 

I . PURPOSE A ID SCOPE 

1. An or ::>anization, democratic in structure nd roure~ ent"'..ti ve of the 

American Jewish co~munity, s1 all be established to secure and nrotec~ Jewish rights 

and to promote the general ,,,rel fare of the J e\'~i sh people, here ~nd abroad; and to en

hance the contribution of the Jewish community to Americrui democracy. 
. . 

II. STRUCTURE 

a. In the field of int ernational affairs, the oganization shall act 

for American Je,.,•ry in all representations before the Uni tPd Sta~es 

Gov~rnrnent and.its departments, intergnvern~ ntal agencies and the 

United Na.tions, and in all public relations connected ther e,, i th. The 

organization shall endeavor to coopcr9-te ,.-,i th the organized J e,, ish 

communiti es of other countries and with such int ernational Jewish 

agencies as are or may be established. 

b. In all mattPrs affecting the rights and stntus of tte Je,ish neople 

with regard to Palestine and its upbuildi:1g, the organization shall 

endeavor to cooperate vith the J ewish .Agency for Palestine and may 

r equest orgnnizations and ag~ncies engaged in activities in this field 

in the United States to submit r eports periodically. 

c. In the defense of Je,•ish rights in the Unit ed States and in op

posing all nnti-dcmocratic forces and tendencies in American Jife and 

in combatting anti-Semitisr.i in aJ.l its.forms, the organization shall 

act through recognized Je.,·1ish agenci es, affiliated with the organiza

tion, O!)erating in these fi eldc , \'1ithout affecting their autonomy, it 

be:i.ng understond that such agencL· s shall be invited to r e-port to the 

or~anization ppriodicalJ.y iz:i ord2r that the oret1nization may be in a 

position to consider their policies and , ork, and reco:-n,,,end proposals 

t9 promot 2 their obj ectives. 

d. In the field of ov ers eas relief and rehab:iliation, the or anization 

shall ~ct through r ecogniz ed Jewish agencies, affiliated •rith the or

ganization, 01?0rating in thes e fields, ~rithout affecting their au

tonomy, it being understood that such agencies shell be ~nvited to re

port to the organization periodically in orde~ that the organization 

may be in a l:)Osi tion to consider their policies rrnd i,rork, and re

co~mend proposals to ~remote their obj ec tives. 

1. The organization shall be governed by a N:itional Council \',hich ,,rill de

cide its :policies and elect an e:xecutive body to conduct its affairs. 

2. The National Council shall meet bi ennially at a time and place to be 

fixed by its executive body; and nrovision shall be ade for special sessions of 

the Nationai Council at the call of the executive body. 

J. The National Council shall coJsist of not more than 750 delegates to be 

elected biennially in accordance ith the riles of election apuroved by the Council. 

The election shall be s~pervised by a National Board of Elections to be n med by the 

executive body. 

4. The delegates shall be lect ed as follo s: 



a. 150. to be elected 'by recogni~rnd nationa.i Organiza.tidns on a basis 
of narity; that is, these org~nizatJ.ons shali be divided into cate
g(?ries, the men;bers of ,.rhich shali' .. have equal representation: 

b. 100 to be elected from the City of New York: 

c. The remainder to be elected by communities on the follo ing basis: 

All co :nunities "ith a Je,-rish po-puiation of 1,000 or more shall 
elect one delegate for the first 1,000, a~ additional delegate for 
then xt 7,500 or major fraction th ereof, and additional dele ates 
for each 15,000 or major fr~ction thereof. 

d. States where there are no co:!lmunit·es having 1,000 Je,..rish residents 
shall be deemed to be regions which are entitled to one delegate each . 

5. The National Board of Elections shall have authority to designate to 
serve as the local elections committee to supervi~e the election of delegates, either 
the representative body of the local comrrninity or, if there is no such central renre
sentati ve body in a position to R.Ct, or •rhere no such body can be organ 5. zed, an ad 
hoc co. mittee to be a1?nointed after consultation with representatives of the local 
com unity. 

III. REPRESENT~_ION 

1. The rational Board of Elections shall formulate ru]es to ensure a 
democratic system of renresentation. _he rules in effect at the First Session of 
the A.meric:=t.n J e,rish Confer€nce shall govern the elections for delegates to the new 
body, with the excention that: 

a. The system of cu.i11Ulative voting shall be discontinued. 

b. The definition of national ~e~bership organizations or local 
membership groups shall be amended to include national and local 
membership groups devoted to Jewish -philanthropy, but a special rule 
shall be adovted governing the number of repr esentatives such or
gcµiiz~tions shall be permitted in the co~~unity elections. 

c. All electors shall be elected at meetinf.S of their organiz~tions 
called for the purpose. 

2. The N4tional Board of Elections shall have continuously under review 
methods of election in all parts of the country in order to perfect the most demo
cratic and practical electoral procedures . In view of the fact that direct elections 
have been urged as conducive to democratization, the National Board of Elections is 
authorized to study the question and to experiment in this form of elections in any 
communities with a J e~ish population of 5,000 or less, where the local nominations 
committee, by a rrajority vote, shall expr ss its desire for direct elections. 

IV. PROCEDURE 

The decisions of the ational Council shall b e deemed the vie,..,s of the 
body as a \•rhole but shall not be re a.rded as r epres ntative of the views of all 
affiliated organizations unless such orbanizations hav~ ratified the action. 

AmenQ~ents to the constitution of the new organization may be adopted by 
a two-thirds vote of the delegates at a meP.ting of the National Council; except that 
amendments to Article I, Purpose Md Scope, shall require a two-thirds vote of the 
delegates of the national organizations and a t~o-thirds vote of the delega es repre
senting the co~munities. 



Excerpt from letter of James G. Heller- Cincinnati, Ohio. 
dated October 28, 1947 

Dr. Ma uri. ce N. Ei sendra th 
3 E. 6 5th St. ew York. 

••······" I hate to disagree with anything in which 

you believe, but I rather fear that my conscience is 

not going to permit me to remain silent when the Executive 

Board discusses its attitude toward the proposal to fonn 

a new Jmerican Jewish Conference. At least we ought to get 

together and talk about it." 

- - - - (signed) Jim 
Ja !ES G. Heller 



COPY 

Mr. Jacob Aronson 
Chairman of the Board 

GREENMAN, SHEA, LANE & SANOO URE 
46 Cedar Street 

New York 5, N.Y. 

October 28, 1947 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
466 Lexington Avenue 
NewYork, N. Y. 

Dear Jake: 

When the Executive Board meets in New York, I understand 
one of the i terns on the agenda will be the relations of the Union and 
the American Jewish Conference. 

I have a very keen recollection of the debate at our 
biennial when our relations with the Conference were involved, but at 
this time we are about to embark on a permanent relationship and e feel 
that we are entitled to go into all phases of the question and to see 
whether our best interests would be served by so permanent and so complete 
a tie-up. 

I have been informed that Judge Proskauer rill be in New 
York during the week-end while we are meeting. He has some pretty strong 
views on the relationship of organizations like ours and the .AI!lerican 
Je ·sh Conference. I think it would be very valuable to all the members 
of the Board to hear his views, and I, therefore,suggest that he be invited 
to attend that part of the meeting which relates to the American Jewish 
Conference and to present his views. I believe he would be willing to 
come if the invitation is extended. 

In suggesting that he be invited, I am giving no indication 
of what my own views would be after hearing all sides of the question. 
I believe, however, before we undertake something which may give us some 
trouble in the future, we ought to stop, look and listen. 

With best wishes as always, 

Sincerely yours, 

• (.::>igned) Fred 

Frederick F. Greenman 



C O P Y 1616 Union Central Bldg. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 

Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath 
President, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
3 East 65th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear .aurice: 

November 1, 19u7 

I have been hoping to see you for the last two or three weeks 
to tell you m w I felt about the coming meeting of the American Jewish Con
ference. I am entirely out of sympathy with the program. I do not think that 
you can superimpose an agency of this kind over all the agencies that no 
exist in the United States. If anything like that is to happen, it must come 
up from the bottom and not be superimposed. If cities succeed in establishing 
community councils, about which there is some question, then a national associa
tion of those community councils could possibly perform what the AI:lerican Jewish 
Conference is considering. 

I am also strongly opposed to the Union's remaining in the Con
ference if the suggested program is adopted and expect so to express myself 
at the Executive Board meeting in New York. 

Not because of the above views, but due to fortuitous cir
cumstances which are beyond my control, it will be impossible for me to attend 
the session of the Conference in Chicago in Nov mber. An important business deal 
has come up recently which requires my personal attention and will have to be 
closed in New York either on November 28 or on December 1. I have no control 
over the matter and I am unable to change the dates. Either date of closing 
will require my presence in New York over that week-end. I must therefore ask 
you to excuse me from participating in the Conference as a representative of 
the union. 

I am leaving for New York this Sunday night and will be there 
for the first part of next week. I shall be staying at the Hotel Madison 
(Volunteer 5-5000). If you are in New York, I wish you 11> uld call me on 
onday morning, November 3, and perhaps we can get together for an hour or 

so to talk this thing over. I had hoped to see you there last week but under
stand that you went West from Cincinnati. 

i th kind r egards, I am 

Yours very trul) 

rpg/np 
(Signed) Bob Goldman 



UNION OF HMeRI~HN 

H~nR~w ~oNGReGR'TroNs ~ RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH. PR ESID ENT 

New York Office: 3 EAST 65TH STREET, NEW YORK 21 , N . Y. 

Dr. Abba H. Silver 
Tifere Israel Temple 
198lO Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

November 4, 1947 

Although I lmow just how busy the Palestine 
situation has been keeping you during these crucial days, 
I am nonetheless waiting impatiently to hear from you as 
to just when there may be sorae possibility of our getting 
together at least for an hour. I believe that if you have 
the time to read the attached correspondence you will agree 
with me that it is imperative that I sit dovm with you for 
a little while to discuss the entire question of the future 
organization of the American Jewish Conference in the light 
of what appears to be some fonnidable opposition which is 
once again -- just as previously -- developing ·thin the 
Union and without doub for precisely the same reasons as 
heretofore obtained. 

The correspondence between mysel and Mr. 
P..a.rrv Stern, President of the Keneseth Israel Congregation 
in Philadelphia, and member of our Union Executive Board, is 
not nearly as significant as the other enclosures. e both 
know that Dr. Fineshriber is an extremist, and the argunents 
which he advances are of no validity, but it does represent a 
vie:vpoint which may be reflected on the part of a small minority 
within the Executive Boar<l. 

On the oth hand, the letters from Bob Goldman, 
former President of the UAC, and from Fred Greenman, one of 
our ationa~ Vice Presidents, are of greater importance and 
indica ea trend hich somehow must be met. r. Aronson also 

letter from ir. Strassburger of Pittsburgh likewise 
ident of the Union,(copy of which is enclosed) which 

is i a vein siJJilar to the above. 

A he other end of the seal there is Jim 
Heller, who, while seeming to agree in principle with an 
overall organization is inexorably opposed to our present 
plan in vie of he fact that it includes the ational Jewish 
agencies. 



Dr. Abba H. Silver Page Two ovember 4, 1947 

I would not be at all apprehensive about the 
situation if it wer ... being placed before the Biennial Conncil 
where such leader as yourself would be of far-reac ne in
fluence. Ho ev r, I ai concerned as to t e Executi v Board 
which still ha a great e 1 of material on it t t rs been 
an inheritance from the past and vhich ha not as yet caught 
up vd. th what the last Biennial indicated to be the temper and 
will of the great majority of our constituency. 

What I believe will be the most strategic pro
cedure would be to evolve some kind of fomula which will 
avoid definitive action on the part of the Executive Board 
but authorize us to continue to cooperate with the American 
Jewish Conference or its successor until the matter is placed 
before the Biennial Council which meets in November, 1948. 

Inasmuch as you have always been most helpful 
in your couneel and constructive recomnendations in such 
critical situations, I would appreciate it deeply if you 
could let me kno at your earliest convenience as to just 
when you may be in New York prior to the Union Executiv 
Board meeting scheduled for 0vember 22nd - 23rd. 

If there is no possibility whatso ver of your 
getting to New York prior to the above named date, I will 
have to try to arrange to come to Cleveland to see you, but 
in view of my own present itinerary, this will be quite diffi
cult. Consequently, if you do plan to be in New York any time 
soon, please do everything in your power to spare me an hour 
or so and let me know just as soon as possi le when this may 
be. 

mne/em 
encl. 

With wannest personal greetings, I am 

Yours most cordially, 

urice N. Eisendrath 
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AMERICAN J EWISH CONFERENCE 
521 Fifth Avenu Phone M rray Hill 2-719i 

Wa■hington Offif·e: 1706 G Street, N.W., Wa hinp;ton 1, D. C. 

Dr . A'Jb 
Je ish A 
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Der r . Silver : 

9 7 

New 'ork 17, N. Y. 
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Con i ·ng our te eoho e co vc ~ tio, t e 

Inte m Cor.unittee of t he Je,•1i..,_1 C0 er nee 

vot~1 tn i vite you to dd e~ t' e o eni ec:-sio o 

t e American Je ih Con l'ence on turday, ovemb r '"'0 th, 

t the J ic o Civi Ope 

e 1ould ~tur&lly ex ct you tot- "bout t e 

P est ·ne itu t·on' into the s eech you ,i-ht -eve 

ome reference to the 0o.rt hicn the uture orcaniz tion 

the inf nt Je i~~ st te ro\ to 

m nhood. 

You mig t also ·ant to use thi ~~nor. ion to 

sol 1 .i ~ 19 7 ~n its 

l e tetio . 

Since e y ours, 

I . L. K nen 



CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

American Association for Jewish Education 

American Federation of Jews from Central Europe 

American Federation for Polish Jews 

American Jewish Congress 

American Jewish Congress-Women 's Division 

American Jewish Labor Council 

Bessarabian Federation of American Jews, Inc. 

B'nai B'rith 

8 nai B'rith, Women's Supreme Council 

B'nai B'rith Youth Organization 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Fraternal Federations 

Federation of Palestine Jews 

Free Sons of Israel 

Habonim, Labor Zionist Youth 

Hadassah, Women 's Zionist Organization of America 

Hapoel Hamizrochi of America 

Hashomer Hadati 

Hashomer Hotzoir 

Hillel Foundation 

Histadruth lvrith 

Independent Order Brith Abraham 

Independent Order Brith Sholom 

Independent Order Brith Sholom of Baltimore 

Intercollegiate Zionist Federation of America 

Jewish Notional Workers Alliance 

Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of the IWO 

Jewish War Veterans of the United States 

Jewish War Veterans Ladies Auxiliary 

Junior Hodassah 

Junior Mizrachi Women 's Organization of America 

Labor Zion ist Organization of America-Poole Zion 

Masada 

Mizrachi Organization of America 

Mizrachi Women•~ Organization of America 

National Association of Jewish Center Workers 

National Council for Jewish Education 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Council of Jewish Juniors 

National Council o Young Israel 

National Feder a ion of Hebrew T eochers 

Notional Federatio of Jewish Men's Clubs 

of the United Synagogue of America 

National Federat;on of Tempie Brotherhoods 

National Federation of Tempie Sisterhoods 

Na ional Federation of Temple Youth 

National Women's League 

of the United Synagogue of America 

Pioneer Women 's Organization of America 

Progressive Order of the West 

Rabbinical Assembly of America 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America-

Women s Branch 

Union of Seph_ardic Congregations 

United Galicion Jews of America 

United Roumanian Jews of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Yiddish P.E.N. Club 

Yiddish Writers Union 

Young People's League of the United Synagogue of America 

Zionist Organization of America 
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AMERICAN JIWISH OONFERENOI 
OOlD'IDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF MDTING OF THE INTERIM OOMMITTEI 

Monday, December 29, 1947 

xx 
Hotel Pennsylvania, Bew York City 

The meeting opened at 10:.50 a.m. with Louis Lipsky, chairman of the lxecutive Committee, 
presiding. 

Those present were: Jacob Alson, Joseph R. Apfel, Samuel E. Aronowitz, Joseph F. :Barr, 
Fred s. Harris andDr. Davids. :Block (alternates for Col. Julius Xlein), Rabbi William 
Drazin (alternate for Rabbi Uri Miller), Mrs. Elsie Elfenbein (alternate for Mrs. 
Joseph Welt), Jane Evans, Dr. Simon Federbusch, Dr. A. J. 1eldma.n, Daniel 1risch, 
William M. Gerber, Arthur Gilbert, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Israel Goldstein, Lester 
Gutterman (alternate for Mr. Sidney G. Xusworm), Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Mrs. Joseph 
Hamerman, Max A. Xopstein, Israel ltramer, Abraham Xrumbein (alternate for Herman 
Weisman), Jacob Marru.s, Bab bi Irving Miller, Dr. Samuel Nirenstein, Mrs. Abram Orlow, 
Mrs. Nathan D. Perlman (alternate for Mrs. Halprin in a.m.), Ba'bbi Guntbtr Plaut, 
Samu.el Rothstein, George Sandler (alternate for Rubin Saltzman), Babbi Sylvan 
Schwartzman (alternate for Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath), Louis Segal, Id.ward S. Silver, 
Alex r. Stanton, Hermann Stern, Mrs. Rachel Viman (alternate for Mrs. :Barnett E. 
Kopelman). Sta.ff: I.L.Kenen,Meir Grossman,Dr. Maurice Halperin, Ann Jarcho,A.Liverha.nt. 

I. COMPOSITION 01 INTERIM COMMITTEE 

The secretary stated that the 1ourth Session had authorized the continuance of the 
existing Interim Committee, allowing the various groups , however, to make substitutions. 
He read the roster of the new Interim Committee: Jacob Alson, Joseph R. Apfel, Samuel 
E. Aronowitz, Rabbi Philips. :Bernstein, Maurice :Bisgyer, Max :Bressler, Aaron Droock, 
Harr.r M. Ehrlich, Dr. Maurice N. lisendrath, Jane Evans, Dr. Simon J'ederbusch, Dr. 
Abraham J. 1eldman, Professor Ha.yim Fineman, Harold O. N. Frankel, Daniel Frisch, 
William M. Gerber, Arthur Gilbert, Frank Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs. Lionel Golub, Dr. 1lobert Gordis, Mrs·. Samuel W. Halprin, Mrs. Joseph 
Hamerma.n, Col. Julius nein, Mrs. :Barnett E. Xopelma.n, Max A. Xopstein, Israel Xramer, 
Dr. A. Leon Xubowitski, Sidney G. Xusworm, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, 
Babbi Joseph H. Lookstein,Jacob Marrus, Mortimer May, Rabbi Irving Miller, Rabbi Uri 
Miller, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Dr. Samuel Birenstein, Mrs. Abram Orlow, Ju.d&e Nathan D. 
Perlman, Harry A. Pine, Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, l1rs. David deSola Pool, Mrs. Louis A. 
Rosett, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Samuel Rothstein, Rubin Saltzman, :Benjamin Samuels, 
Louis Segal, Rabbi Joseph S. Shubow, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Edward S. Silver, Simon 
I. Sobeloff, Alex r. Stanton, Hernann Stern, Theodore Strimling, lla.lph Wechsler, Herman 
L. Weisman, Mrs. Joseph M. Welt, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, :Baruch Zuckerman. 

It was pointed out that the list, as read, included members coopted by the previous 
Interim Committee, and that some of them had indicated their desire to withdraw. A 
review of the cooptions was therefore necessary. 

MOTIOB: A motion that the list, as read, be approved and the matter of cooptions be 
referred to the lxecutive Committee was CARRIED. 

MOTIOB: A further motion that tae Bxecutive Committee be authorized to consider coop
tions to the Interim Committee and that it bring its recommendations to the next meeting 
of the Interim Committee was QARRIJlD. 
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A suggestion by Mr. Barr that the Executive Committee be instructed to consider the 
cooption of persons representing the point of view of Jewish war veterans was re
ferred to the Executive Committee without comment. 

II. APPOINTMENT OF BUDGm' AND ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE 

Messrs. Gutterman, Marrus, Rothstein and Miss Evans were appointed to a Budget 
and Allocations Committee, authorized to consider assessed quotas of affiliated 
national organizations and methods of expediting collection thereof, and to report 
their findings to the afternoon session of the Interim Committee. 

III. DISPOSITION OF RESOLUTIONS REFERRED BY FOURTH SJ:SSION 

The following sente ces, part of the report of the Committee on Organization 
of the Fourth Session, were considered: 

"The Call for the election of delegates issued by the Interim 
Committee shall include the plan for the permanent organization as 
approved by this Session of the Conference." 

"The basic principles and plan as adopted by the Fourth Session 
of the Conference shall be incorporated in the Constitution of the 
new body." 

MOTION: A motion by Mr. Apfel that the foregoing two sentences be integrated into 
a.nd made part of the resolution proposed by the Committee on Organization and adopted 
by the Fourth Session was CARRIED. 

The Interim Committee then considered the following paragraph: 

"If the new body has not come into being by December 31, 1948, the 
Interim Committee is directed to proceed forthwith to wind up the affairs 
of the American Jewish Conference and submit its final written report to 
the delegates of that body and to the Jewish public." 

MOTION: Mr. Kopstein 1s motion to amend this paragraph to read: 

"If the elections to the new body shall not have been held by December 
31, 1948, the Interim Committee shall proceed to wind up the affairs of the American 
Jewish Conference and to submit its final written report to the delegates of that 
body and to the general public,• 

and to approve as thus amended, was CARRIED. 

IV. PREPARATORY COMMITTEES FOR FUTURE ORGANIZATIONS 

The secretary read the proposed text of a resolution on future organization 
and the various paragraphs were considered seriatim: 

MOTION: Mr. Marrus• motion to amend the proposed resolution to eliminate the 
Preparatory Committee and to make the proposed sub-committees responsible to the 
Executive Committee of the Conference was DEFEATED. 

The text of the resolution on future organization as adopted reads: 

1WHIREA.S the delegates to the Fourth Session of the American Jewish Conference, 
meeting in Chicago November 29 - December 1, 1947 approved a plan for the establish
ment of •an organimtion, democratic in structure and representative of the American 
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Jewish community ... to secure and protect the rights and to promote the general welfare 

of the Jewish people here and abroad and to enhance the contribution of the Jewish 

community to American democracy' and 

"WHEREAS the Interim Committee of the American Jewish Conference was empowered 

to issue a call for the creation of a new body and the election of delegates and to 

establish such committees as may be necessary to implement the decision of the Fourth 

Session 

"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVE THAT 

I. the new organization shall provisionally be known as the American Jewish 

Assembly. 

II. there shall be established the Preparatory Committee for the.American 

Jewish Assembly which shall take over and include the functions of the National. Board 

of Elections and which shall be authorized to make and execute all plans for the con

vening of the American Jewish Assembly, subject to the approval of the Interim Committee. 

III. the Preparatory Committee shall consist of not more than fifteen ~rsons 

to be elected by the Interim Committee and the chairmen of five committees which are 

hereby established and which shall be responsible to the Prepl,ra.tory Committee, with 

the following terms of reference: 

1) Committee on Elections - This committee shall draft rules for the conduct 

of the election of delegates to the American Jewish Assembly and shall supervise the 

elections, certifying the delegates elected to tpe Assembly. It shall consist of 25 

members. 

2) Committee on National Organizations - This committee shall establish rela

tions with all national organizations and agencies; determine the eligibility of 

national organizations to be represented in the Assembly; and allot delegate repre

sentation to organizations admitted. It shall consist of 25 members. 

3) Committee on Community Relations - This committee shall establish relations 

with all communities; determine the eligibility of local communal bodies which shall 

conduct the election of delegates within the communities in accordance with the rules 

established by the Committee on Elections and, in the absence of such bodies, it shall 

designate the convenors of an ad hoc committee for that purpose. It shall consist of 

75 members. 

4) Committee on Constitution - This committee shall draft a constitution to 

be submitted to the delegates to the first convention of the American Jewish Assembly, 

incorporating the basic principles and the plan approved at the Fourth Session of the 

American Jewish Conference. It shall consist of 10 members. 

5) Committee on Ways and Means - This committee shall secure funds for the 

budget of the Preparatory Committee of the American Jewish Assembly and the Interim 

Committee of the American Jewish Conference. It shall consist of 40 members. 

"The membership of the committees shall be nomim.ted by their respective chair

men in consultation with the Executive Committee, and shall be appointed by the Pre

paratory Committee. All committees~ coopt such other members as they may deem 

necessary, subject to the approval of the Preparatory Committee. 

"The Preparatory Committee shall submit a preliminary report to the Interim 

Committee by March 1." 

Mr. Aronowitz' motion that the Call be issued by March 15 and the Assembly con

vene not later than October 1, 1948 was tabled. 
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The session recessed at l:JO p.m. and reconvened at 2:45 p.m. 

V. MEMORIAL - MRS. STEPHENS. WISE 

Mr. Lipsky paid tribute to the late Mrs. Stephen S. Wise. 

MOTION: A motion by Rabbi Plaut, seconded by Mr. Stanton, that a proper resolution 
be drafted and forwarded to Dr. Wise was CARRIED. 

VI. BEFORT OF :BTlDGm' AND ALLOCATIONS COMMITTD 

Mr. Xenen, reporting for the Committee, stated that the budget would be divided 
into two s~ctions: 1) $180,000 to carry on the work of the American Jewish Conference; 
and, 2) $120,000 to cover the expenditures to be incurred by the Preparatory Committee. 

MOTION: A motion to adopt the report was CABRIED. 

MOTION: A moticn by Mr. Rothstein, seconded by Mr. Kramer, that the administration of 
the Conference be authorized to communicate with all affiliat~d national organizations 
to urge their governing bodies to make available to the Conference, as soon as possible, 
a substantial portion of their quota assessment was agreed to. 

VII. REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

a) In the absence of Dr. Goldstein, Committee Chairman, Mr. Kenen reported that 
the Committ€e had a.greed on the following nominations: 

Committee on Elections: Samuel Rothstein, Chairman 
Conunittee on National Or izations: Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Chairman 
Committee on Community Relation: Ezra Z. $hapiro, Chairman 
Committee on Constitution: Judge Simon H. Rifld.nd, or Judge Lewis Goldberg, 
Chairman, if Judge Rifkind were unavailable. 
Committee on Ways and. Means: Edmund I. Kaufmann, Chairman 

Continuing, Mr. Kenen said that it had been proposed that the membership of 
the Preparatory Committee include, in addition to the foregoing committee chairman, 
the following: Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, Frank Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Col. Julius nein, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving Miller, Edward S. Silver, Alex F. 
Stanton, ~rs. Jos~ M.Welt. 

He reported that acceptances had not been received from Mr. Goldman, Dr. 
Eisend.rath and Mrs. Welt, all of whom had the question under consideration. 

MOTION: A motion that Dr. Wise be elected to the Preparatory Committee was CARRIED. 

MOTION: A motion that Dr. Feldman be elected to the Preparatory Committee was 
CARRDm. 

MOTION: A motion that Mrs. Hamennan be elected to the Preparatory Committee was 
CARRIED. 

MOTION: Mr. Ma.rrus' motion that Edward S. Silver's name be substituted for that of 
Samuel Rothstein as Chairman of the Committee on Elections was DD'EA.TED. (Mr. Marrus 
wished to be recorded as not voting.) 

MOTION: Mr. Stanton's motion, seconded by Mr. Kramer, that the proposed list be 
approved with the proviso that the Executive Committee be given authority to fill 
any vacancies that may occur, and with the understanding that the appointments are 
provisional and that they would be reconsidered at the next meeting of the Interim 
Committee, was QABRIJCD. 

, 
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MOTION: Mr. Kramer's substitute motion that the matter raised by Mr. Ma.rrus be 
referred to the Executive Committee was DEFEATED. 

b) Officers of the American Jewish Conference 

Continuing the report of the Nominating Committee, Mr. Kenen stated that it 
was the Committee's recommendation that the present officers of the Conference con
tinue in office; that the Executive Committee also continue in office; that several 
chairman of new standing committees to be created join the Executive Committee and 
that, in some instances. new chairman of standing committees would replace persons 
now heading such committees. It was the Nominating Committee's view that the per
sons heading the various standiM committees should be experts in their respective 
fields who would be in a position to devote considerable time to the work. The 
following nominations were made~ 

Committee on Resettlement and Immigration: Rabbi Philip Bernstein, Chairman 
Committee on Peace Treaties and Restitution: Col. Bene.rd Bernstein,Cha.irnan 
Committee on Palestine: Professor Milton Handler, Chairman 
Committee on United Nations -Affairs: Miss Jane Evans, Chairman 

MOTION: A motion that the present officers and the Executive Committee, with the 
addition of the new cha.innen of standing committees, be continued in office was 
CABRIED. 

(Mr. Marrus wished to be recorded as not voting.) 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 

a) The secretary read an invitation from the World Jewish Congress to send 
fraternal delegates to the second meeting of the Congress at Montreux, Switzerland, 
in Februa~J 19'-!S. 

MOTION: Dr. Feldman's motion to accept the invitation, seconded by Mr. Kopstein, 
was CilRIED. 

b) The secretary read an invitation from the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds to send two observers to their General Assembly, January 24-26, 
in Chicago. 

MOTION: A motj-,n by Mr. Segal, seconded by Mr. Barr, to accept the invitation was 
CARRIED. 

IX. REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 

The secretary reported on: 

a) Palestine - Immediately after the UN decision decreeing partition, 11Jhen 
it became apparent that the Palestine Government was not keep1u_ ~rder nor permitting 
the Jewish community to do so, the Conference had made representa ions to Lord 
Invercha.pel. Protests had also been lodged with the British Embassy over the Aden 
incident. 

b) Peace Treaties - Mr. Liverha.nt, who had gone abroad to work with representa
tives of other Jewish organizations on the drafting of proposals for inclusion in the 
German treaty and to be present during the session of the Council of Foreign Ministers 
in Lond•Jl".! , b£. • returned to the United States. 

c) Successor to Judge Levinthal. - The five cooperating organizations had recom
mended to the War Department the appointment of Dr. William Haber as successor to Judge 
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Levinthal., who was concluding his tour of dut7 as Adviser on Jewish Affaira to the 
Comanding General, UsnP.r, a.nd their recommendation had been accepted. 

d) Coordinating :Board of · Jewish Organizations - The :Board had submitted pro
poala on the Human Rights document under consideration at Geneva. Mr. lJrotman 
of the :Board of Deputies of :British Jews, representing the Coordinating :Board, had 
reported that one of its proposals had been written into the docuaent agreed to b7 
the Human Rights Commission. 

e) J'ourth Session - The Jewish War Veterans had formall7 voted adherence 
to the new bo~ 1ubject hovever to certain conditions. 

f) Waehington Office - J;>.avid ll. Wahl had resigned to aaauae the poet of 
Executin Director of Americans for HagaM,h. Hie place wa■ temporaril7 being 
fill,;d b7 Dr. Wood.row W. :Borah. 

'!he meetin& adjourned at 4:JO p.m. 

oeiualSJ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MIEUI'ES OF MEETING OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Thursda.y1 February 121 1948 

XXI 

Biltmore Hotel, N.Y.C. 

The meeting opened at 10:50 a.m. with Louis Lipsky, Chairman of the Executive Committee, 

presiding. 
. 

Those resent were: Maurice Bisgyer, Harry M. lhrlich, Jane Evans, Dr. Simon Federbusch, 

Lester Gutterman alt. for Frank Gold.man), Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Israel Goldstein, 

Mrs. Lionel Golub, Mrs. Joseph Ha.merman, Mrs. Barnett E. Kopelman, Jacob Ma.rrus, Rabbi 

Irving Miller, Irving Fellerma.n (alt. for Max Ogu.st), Rabbi Jonah Caplan (alt. for Rabbi 

Uri Miller), Dr. Samuel Nirenstein, Mrs. Abram Orlow. Judge Morris Rothenberg, Albert 

E. Kahn (alt. for Rubin Saltzman), Louis Segal, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman (alt. for Mrs. 

Srunuel W. Halprin), Rabbi Josephs. Shubow, Alex F. Stanton, HermannStern, Mrs.· Robert 

Szold, Louis Weism.n (alt. for Joseph Apfel), Mrs. Elsie :En.fenbein (alt. for Mrs.Joseph 

M. Welt), Larry White (alt. for Sidney G. Kusworm), Dr. Stephens. Wise, Baruch Zuckerman. 

Staff: M. Grossman, Col. Bernstein, Mrs. A. Jarcho, Mrs. T. Adler, A. Liverhant, A. 

Rothfeld. (Guest - I. L. Kenen)o 

B 1NAI B 1RITH RESOLUTION 

The Chair read the official text of the B1na.i B1rith resolution adopted February 

1, 1948, declining to adhere to the proposed American Jewish Assembly. By way of intro

duction to the general debate which followed, Mr. Lipsky reviwed the history of the 

efforts since the Third Session in Cleveland to bring into being the projected new body. 

In thid connection he also read the resolution adopted by the Organization Committee 

at the Fourth Session in Chicago. He pointed out that the Executive Connnittee had con

sidered the action taken by the B1na.i B1rith but felt that it should make no recommenda

tion regarding it to the Interim Committee. A draft had, however, been prepared of a 

referendum to all the delegates of the Conference, requesting that the delegates con

sider the following six propositions: 

"First: Do you think the refusal of a number of major Jewish national 
orga.niz tions to join in the organimtion ot the proposed Assembly is 
sufficient reason to abandon the entire plan to establish a permanent 
democratically constituted represent~tive body of American Jewry? 

"Second: Do you think that the Interim Committee and the Preparatory 
Committee for the Assembly should proceed to carry out the mandate 
irrespective of the refusal of a number of major national organizations, 
including those who voted for the plan at Chicago, to join in the prep
arations for the Assembly? 

"Third: Do you think that the American Jewish Conference should disband 
and wind up its affairs in the course of the next 60 daysT 

"Fourth: Should the American Jewish Conference carry on its current pro
gram in order to conplete certain urgent activities, and disband not later 
than December 31, 1948, in accordance with the resolution adopted at 
Chicago? 

1 l'ifth: In view of the negative stand of some important national Jewish 
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organiz;ttions, wo 1ld you favor action b, the Interim Committee look
ing to the or&.nization of an American Jewish Assembly based 
exclusively on democratic community represent:>.tion, •rith delegates 
elected according to the procedure outlined in the plan approved at 
Chicago? 

"Sixth; In case you have voted "yes" on the foregoing paragraph, 
are you prepared to extend your moral and financial support to such 
alternative action, leading to the organiz8tion of an Assembly based 
on the communities, ,-,ithout representation of the national organiza
tions?" 

MOTION: During the course of a eeneral discussion Mro Zuckerman moved 
that the referendum be submitted to the delegates with a statement that the 
Interim Committee favored an roval of nronosition 2o - .... . 

The meeting adjourned ~t 1 PoM. The session reconvened at 2:JO P.M. 

MOTION: Rabbi Miller's mo ion that (1) an emergency one-day session of 
the Conference be convened on or about MRrch 20th in the City of New York 
to consider the present sitUr..~.tion of the Conference, with a view to either 
deciding upon adjou.rnmen sine die , or to authorize the Preparatory Com.-
mi ttee to proceed 1·1 ith its work, and ( 2) to t a.ke appropriate act ion on the 
Palestine que stion was CARRIEDo 

MOTION: A motion that the Executive Committee be directed to give spec
ial attention to the fiscal problem of the Conference and to endeavor to 
so arrange matters th~t by the time the emergency session met it would be 
possible to wind up Conference oper tions in the event of a vote to that 
effect was CARRIED. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:4o P.M. 



MINUTES OF MEFiTI m OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Wednesday , March 10, 1948 

XXII 

Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City 

CONFIDENT !AL 

The meeting opened at 2:30 p.mo 1ith Louis Lipsky, chairman of the Executive Committee, 
presiding. 

Those present were: Maurice ]isgyer, Dre Maurice No Eisendrath, Mrso Elsie Elfenbe n 
(alt. for Mrs. Joseph Mo Welt), Miss J ane Evans, Dr. Simon Federbusch, Irving Fellerman 
(alt. for Hermann Stern), Harold Oo . Frankel, Daniel Frisch, William Mo Gerber, Frank 
Goldman, Dro Israel Goldstein, M"rs. Israel Goldstein, Mrso Samuel Goldstein (alt. for 
Mrs. Lionel Golub), Les ter Gut terman (alto for Jacob Alson) Mrs. Joseph Hamerma.n, Col. 
Julius nein, Mrs. :Barnett E. Kopelman, Dr o A.Leon Kubowi zki, Jacob Marrus, Dr. »nanuel 
Neumann, Mrs. Abram Orlow. Mr. G. Sandler {alto for Rubin Saltzman), Louis Segal, Edward 
s. Silver, Mrs. Robert Szold, Dav·d Wertheim, Lawrence White (alt. for Sidney GoKusworm). 
Staff: Meir Grossman, Mrs. JoR.Jarcho, A.C.A.Liverhant , Lill1an Friedman, Mrs.T.Adler. 

I. PALESTINE - Mr. Grossman read the draft of a resolu ion on the Palestine quest ion 
prepared for consideration and adoption by he Interim Committee. In substance, the 
resolution expressed concern over the failure of the u. s. Government to maintain a 
consistent position at the UN Securi y Council on implementation of the General 
Assembly Resolution on Palestine of November 29, 1947. Endorsing the stand of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine that it cannot enter int o negot i tions designed to whittle 
down the U.N. decision of November 29, 1947, the draf resolution also pledged full 
Conference support to the Palestine Jewish community in its struggle for independence. 

MOTION:- A motion by Frank Goldman, president of B1n.a.i ] 1rith, seconded 
by Julius Klein, Na ional Commander of the Jewish War Veterans of the 
U.S., and Edward s. Silver, president of the National Council of Young 
Israel, that the draf be edited by a committee composed of Messrs. 
Lipsky, Neumann and Gold.man and released as the Conference statement on 
the Palest ine ques t i on lffl.S CARRIEDo 

II. EMERGENCY SESSION - Mr. Lipsky repor ed that he Executive Committee had given 
careful consideration to the que tion of calling an emergency session at which Con
ference delegates would decide whet her to pro eed wi h the implementation of the 
Chicago decision for the crec tion of a permanent organization, as well as the extent 
of the operations of the Conference during 1948. In view of the critical sit~tion 
which had developed in Palestine , and other important unfinished business which made 
it imperative tha the Confer ence continue operations un l the end of the yee.r, the 
Executive Coimllittee had deeded to r efer the en re Wt ter back to the Interim Com
mittee. 

A number of draft resolutions were pro:posed, and a general discussion followedo 

MOTION:- A motion by Miss Evans that the Interim Committee adopt a resolution 
reading: 

"The Interim Committee having reviewed the recent Jewish developments 
in Palestine and Europe, records its conviction tha the emergency sit'Ufl.tion 
which called the Conference into being continues. The dangers of jeopardiz
ing the equitable settlement of the Palestine issue, the deteriorating 
position of the Je ish displaced persons, the need for comnleting 
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negotiations designed to secure adequate safeguards for the Jewish 
people in peace treaties with former ene~ countries and to assure 
restitution of confiscated property, im.ke it imperative to continue 
the activities of the Conference. 

"The Interim Committee, therefore, in order the better to 
further these vital activities and in accordance with the mandate of 
the session of the Conference in Chicago with respect to its duration, 
cancels the emergency session of the American Jewish Conference 
called for the City of ~ew York on March 21. 1948," was CARRIED. 

MOTION:- A motion by Dr. Eisendrath thRt the Interim Committee go on 
record as viewing the creation of a permanent over-all Jewish organi
zation on the basis of the plan adopted at Chica.go as unattainable, 
and that it, therefore, disc:m.r.ge its Committee on Future Organization 
and the Preparatory Committee for the American Jewish Assembly, was 
DEF.B:ATED. 

MOTION:- A motion by Dr. Neumann that the Interim Committee take the 
position that in view of the difficulties encountered inEBtablishing 
a permanent Assembly as envisaged at the 4th Session, it resolves 
that the work of the Preparatory Committee and its subcommittees be 
suspended was CABRIED. 

III. FINANCES - Mr. Lipsky informed the members of the Interim Committee that a 

special committee had been created to consider the financial position of the Con
ference. He indicated that satisfactory arrangements had been ma.de with regard 

to meeting the deficit and to cover ope~ating expenses for the balance of the 
year, it being understood, however, that all constituent organizations would meet 

their own obligations to the Conference. 

Following a general discussion of the fiscal problems facing the Conference, 

the meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
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521 Fifth Avenue Phone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

Wuhin1ton Odic·e: 1706 G Street, N.W., Wa hin1ton I, D. C. Phone Republic 0883 

Cal,le Addre 11: AMCONFERN<.: 

May 14, 1948 

TO MiM9iFS OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE: 

You ~r e cordially invited to attend a 

special meeting of the Interim Committee to 

consider action to be taken in o~nnection 

with the proclamation of the Jewish State. 

The meeting will take place on Thursday, 

May 20th, ~t the Biltmore Hotel, at 8 P.M. 

I hope you will make every effort to 

attend this meeting. 

LL lf 

Sincerely yours, 

Louis Lipsky, Chainnan 
Executive Committee 






