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Referring to the American Jewish Congress 

Call to the Conference of National and Central 

Organizations 

March 3r, 1920. 

Dear irs:-

The American Jewish Congress is to reconvene hortl to receive th offi ial report of 

its Delegation to the Peace Conference, and the national and central J wi h or<Yanization of thi 

country which have given sub tantial support and have expended o mu h effort in helping to 

bring the Congress into existence, are vitally intere tecl in th new cour e which this movement 
for J ewi h rights may take. 

The achievements of the Congre s are certainly of great significance to our people, but 
the ta k which we have set before it is far from being completed. t th time of our e ion. 

in Philadelphia over a year ago, no one could fore ee the subsequent vent which have in-

crea ed the sufferin of our people and thu enlar<Yed the " ork that i before us. 

Pogroms and persecutions in Ea tern Europe have added to the trial and tribulation f 
our people and have for the time being even ob cured some of the O'ain mad b fore the Peac 

onference. It will thu be en that the great emergenc~ in Jewi h !if er ated by the war 

which called the merican Jewish Congre into being is far from having pa eel and that ii 

behoove all of the organization and individual intere ted in this movement to take account of 

th pre ent ituation and make plan for work to meet the new requirement . 

In view of the e circum tance th un ler igned have thought it advi able t call a confer­

ence of repre entative from all national and central organization , i. e .. fraternal order , union . 

of congregation and of other J ewi h boclie , central lab r rganization , a . ociated educational 

and mutual benefit cietie etc., for the purpo. e of having a free di cu ion and of arriving at 

a concen u of opinion with regard to future need of concerted action by the whole of m ri ­

can Jewry a e amplified in the c pe and the activitie of the merican J ewi. h Congre . 

Thi conference will be hekl on aturrlay evening, April 17th, beginning at 8 o'clock, and 

Sunday morning, th 18th, beginning at 10.30 o'clock, in the embly Room of the ni n 

qua re IT otel. nion quare, ~ . . and if you ar in ympathy with the. e bj ct , we a k 

your organization to encl thr e del g-ates to take part in thi confcren e· \\ e would ugge t the 

fo11owing a. he . ubjec t for di cu .. ion : 

I. The pre ent , ork of th 
at the Peace onf rence. 

ongre rganization and of the ommittee of Delegation" 

2. Futur plan. and the que. tion of the perman ncy f the Congre . 

3. The re1ation of the merican Jewi h Congre . . to the war relief work and the que. -

tion of the propo eel International Relief Conference. 

4. Form of or<Yanization for continued work for J w1 h right. abroad. 



Trusting that in view of the great importance of these questions yon wilt act upon this 

matter at your earlie t pos ibte opportunity and that you will notify us promptly of the dele­

gates which you have chosen to represent you we are 

Yours Respec1folly, 

G STAVE HARTMA 

Grand Master, Independent Order B'rith 
Abraham 

Lo IS S. R BI SOH 

Grand Master, Independent Order B'rith Sholom 

SoLoMo SuFFRI 

OLO , J. LJERESKI n 

Grand Master, Independent Order Free ons of 
Israel 

J coB s· S-rR nL . . ~ . I. 

Order Sons of Zion 

PIERRE S. SLEGELSTEl 

Chairman United Jewi h Organizations President Federation of Roumanian Jews. 

GED LIA BuRLICK 

For Mizrachi Organization 

Morris Rothenberg, Chairman 

Committee on Protest Against Massacres of Jews m Ukraina 

B. z CKER:MAN 

MEYER BROWN 

JACOB DUNN 

MORRIS WINCHEVSKY 

JOSEPH BARO DESS 

ABRAHAM S. Scno~rnR 

HY {AN J. EP TEI 

JACOB CARLI GER 

Please send your reply with names and addresses of your delegates to 

CONFERE CE OF JEWISH ORGA IZATIO S 

37 East 7th Street, New York City. 
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Dear Sir: 

NEW YORK CITY 

May 15th, 1920. 

TO THE DELEGATES TO THE 
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

We are addressing you as delegate to 
the American Jewish Congress who has been honored 
by the Jewish people with t he election to this 
off i ce and is expect ed to carry out t he wi shes and 
aspir ations of the lar ge masse s of our brethr en. 

The American Jewish Congress is to recon­
vene in Philadelphia on May 30th, 1920, "to receive 
the report of the Delegation" to the Pea ce Con­
ference and "to present such other bus i nes s a s may 
come before it,• and we assume that every delegate 
will readily fulfill his first duty of coming 
promptly to the opening of the Congr ess and of at­
tending all of the sessions to be held. 

The Congress was originally convened i n De­
cember, 1918, on the basis of an agreement between 
the various elements in Jewry calling f or a r e­
stricted program of work for the securing of "full 
rights for the Jews of all lands" and t he abroga-
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tion of "all laws discriminating a gainst them," these 
being deemed to include 

full rights 

(1) Civil, religious, and political rights and in addi­
tion thereto 

(2) Wherever the various peoples of any land are or may be 
recognized as having rights as such, the conferring 
upon the Jewish peopl e cf the land affected of like 
r i ghts, if desi r ed by them as determined and ascer­
tained by the Congr ess. 

( 3) The secur ing and prot ecti on of Jewish rights in Pales­
tine. 

This program precludes the considera t i on by this body "of any general the­
or y or philosophy of Jewish life, or any t heo r etical pr i nciple of a racial 
political, economic or religious character, or which shall involve the perpetua­
ti on of such Congress.• 

Though great and important changes pr eviously unforeseen and r equiring 
further united a ction have taken place with r egard to the situation of our breth­
r en in Eur ope since this program was drawn up, and though a polit i cal event of 
unparalleled significance occur"t'ing bef O:' e t he convening of t he Cong ess has 



brought about a practical annulment of Article 3 of this agreement, we understand 

that it is the intention of the President and some of the other officers of the 

American Jewish Congress to abide by the agreement entered into under difficult 

war-time conditions and to refuse to consider the questions having to do with 

the permanency of the Congress and involving the consideration of vexing problems 

in Jewish life. 

This creates a situation which requires careful and thoughtful consid­

eration on the part of every delegate as to future steps. We submit that the march 

of world events beyond our control has upset human calculations and that many 

previous decisions and agreements have been thrown into the background by oc­

currences of greater weight and significance. The opposition originally mani­

fested toward the securing of national and minority rights for the Jews of Eastern 

Europe has now lost all meaning in the face of the acceptance of this principle 

by the Allied and Associated Powers assembled at the Peace Conference and by the 

new and enlarged States involved. The fear that the Congress may have committed 

any of its members or constituent bodies to any "theory or philosophy of Jewish 

lifell can no longer be a· binding factor-if fear should at any time be a determin­

ing influence. The nations have recognized the Jewish national identity and the 

aspi r ation for Palestine as the Jewish national homeland has been legally smic­

tioned by them. 

As to any Jewish group endeavoring to force upon the Congress "any the­

or etical principle of a racial, political, economic or religious character," such 

a possibility was always very remote and it is further than ever from the intentions 

of those sincerely interested in employing the Congress as a means of summoning 

Jewish energy and strength for the protection of our brethren abroad and for the 

furtherance of their welfare. 

The objection to perpetuating the Congress or continuing such of its work 

as the circumstances make necessary was never clearly understood by a large number 

of the adherents of the Congress movement and now becomes less comprehensible 

than ever as the Jewish situation in Poland, Rumania, Hungary and Ukrainia, etc., 

continues to be so critical and the authorized representatives of the Jews of 

Eastern Europe urge the continuance of our political as well as relief efforts in 

heir behalf. 

Our first obligation is that which we have to the Jewish people and in face 

of the precarious condition of millions of Jewish men and women it seems, to 

say the least, strange to insist upon the technicalities of an agreement which was 

never fully justified by the facts and conditions in Jewish life. Should the 

Cbair:z:an and other officers of the American Jewish Congress place the amenities 

b~tween .several Jewish organizations above the more binding ties and urgent duties 
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resting upon the Jewries of the different lands and carry out the agreement 

to the letter of the law it will behoove the delegates to find other means of 

continuing the labors for the furtherance of which the Congress was called into 

being and which are as yet far from having been completed. 

The Chairman of the Congress has declared at the last session of the Con­

gress and subsequently that after this Congress adjourns nothing is to prevent the 

delegates there gathered from having another session and taking steps for future 

work. 

The majority of those who voted for delegates to the American Jewish Con­

gress believed in a · permanent, authorized and democratic organization of Amer­

ican Jewry. But assuming that, owing to the restricted program upon which the 

Congr ess was convened, you are willing to concede the point with regard to perma­

nency and not to insist upon the need and the right of continuing immediately the 

work of this organization, you will, at least, be fully aware of your privilege of 

taking part in the formation of a provisional cow.mittee to form a new organiza­

tion, to speak and to act in behalf of the whole of American Jewry. 

As to the actual and pressing need for a central, authorized and demo­

cratically constituted o~ganization very little need be said on that score. 

The facts speak for themselves and we need but point to the d.uplication of effort, 

the overlapping of work. the undignified competition between various federations 

and central organizations, the unseemly scramble for authority, when an emergency 

arises requiring action or the makin~ of r epresentations on part of the whole of 

American Jewry. From abroad comes the cry of our brethren; comes the demand 

of the authorized leaders of the Jews of E3s ter n Europe that we continue our efforts 

to have carried into effect the treaty clauses relating to the rights of minori­

ties and to bend every effort towa~d preventing the various forms of discrimina­

tion and persecution still being practised. You have but to think of the condi­

tions in Ukrainia, Poland, Galicia, Rumania, Jugo-Slavia to realize what a loss 

it would be to the interests of our brethren in Europe if_we at this time dis­

continued the work for the guaranteeing of their rights and the protection of 

their welfare. We submit, fur thermore, that, in the face of the urgent needs of 

the hour, to abandon the gains which have been made for greater unity and co­

operation in Jewry, for the establishment of authority in Jewish life through the 

medium of the American Jewish Congress would not be properly serving our people. 

The organizations which have formed this Conference are most of all per­

suaded by the crying need of ear l action ~nd especially of continuing abroad an 

activity such as that of the Co rnittee of Jewish Delegations in Paris which is keep-



ing watch over the conditions.affecting our brethren in Eastern Europe. To 

maintain such work in the future it is necessary to have the support of American 
Jewry and this is one of the many reasons for having an authorized and central or­
ganization of the Jews in this country. We believe that the various Jewish com­
munities in the country which have sent delegates to the American Jewish Congress 
are back of the demand for immediate and effective action calculated to make a com­
plete end of the legal disabilities and the insecurities under which our brethren in 

Eastern Europe still live. The Jewish press of this country is almost unanimously 
of the same opinion as that herein formulated in behalf of this Conference. We 
ask you to consider these matters thoroughly and to make these questions a sub­
ject of discussion for the purpose of which a conference of representatives from 
local organizations should be called in your city. We ask you also to confer 
with regard to this subject with the other delegates on your arrival in Philadel­
phia. A preliminary conference will undoubtedly be held under the auspices of 
the Jewish Congress Committee of Philadelphia. 

We ask you meanwhile to give us your support and co-operation. We feel 
sure that as a loyal son of the Jewish people you will not in this time of storm and 
stress fail to answer to the high call of duty. 

Yours respectfully, 

For the Conference of Jewish Organizations, 

JOSEPH BARONDESS, 
Chairman. 

JACOB CARLINGER, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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I 1ear Sir: 

rle Pr o ·isiona l r 8ani za i~n fo r a.n 1m ric· .. 
J e·N'i h Congr c s V:as f c nn ed in Ph iladc l h i a l a t "cJ.y 
a fGer the ac..j ournJ1e nt o f t he s ec o nd ession 0f tl:e 
ori 0 ica l ~on g~es . Re ~o luti ~n s er e the n afo ted t . 
re e tc li 0 h t he Cc n6r ec s on a : ermaner.t ba~iq and a:1 J 

~ut a~ rizin~ t h is ~Jd y t o carry ( or ward tho orx f or 
thG .._1 r ot oct iJ n of Jewi h ri ghts hithe t o unce rtarc n ·,, 
t h e fa r m- r Organization. 

In keeping wit h these r e 0 0 l ut i ons , the 
siona l Con ur ess Orban 1z at irn has, in c oorera i on 
the C0 mi t ·c€ e of J € iis h Do l e ;at i c n ir.1 P i rir c: hd 
c1: er J c,;Lh b:)0.ic s a 1 r ai , c nci c a.vJrecl t::> E :'e;uo r e 
the r i c:;ht c f o J.r o:" Jt}n an in East ern Eur ope a nd t0 

pr s v t:J n tL· r tbc r )ti tr nucs r _ "'Je ·ng C"'mm itt ecd a ;ai n ~ 
t hem .- Eff-- r t s ri..a ve .... 1 .... :Jecn !D[).ce t '1 c unteraot thJ , 
n efari~•s rn ti-Semitic pr ·paJona ~ ;~1ch c e rta in un-
1,.m~r±aan c l cm2nts are ~e 5 i nn 1n6 t o spread in this cour 
try . ~ t t h same timo st ep s have be on t ~ n t 0 pr e ­
rare t he "J fo r new lecti - ns and t o ' ring ab ::>ut t h 
rees"to.1 lis h .. £ nt of tho c ._:1ngr es8 ,,s a c entral Or aniz r. 
tion t f £~c rican Jewry , on a p f . n ent basis. 

In c rder t -J a ist in t 11a it1m ed iate wor ~{ ann 
t o t ak- part in the alectiLns, the Jc s f tho diff( ~ 
ont citie s ~f tho c 0untry □u t : r 6a niZ € J Newark i 
now aPkcu o do its :,a rt ir.1 f :i nning an effective Con-· 
g r es s Com~ittee with dele3ates fr o~ a ll the l ocal or ­
gan1zat i ) ns. 

~ ccord ingly a conference is he roby cal le d ... 
'.!-'1esday evening,_] 9vc 111J!_!3~r_a_, at 8 P . f: .. and lvi 11 be h s l ( at.the Z!.c: . 
ts t He ad (lUa rt; er s , ;,_ 9 6 S pr i ocf ic le tl venue . Eao h Jr g2 n:. z& i ~· ri_'-..1/~ a ~ :: 
to send one dela 3a't c _1 .. e r-2 r :; fifty mem crs and one add1t1 c __ \12 l · 1e b 
f or every fracti ·..,n t h- r o f. Ll,. mem1,)er of t he Ha1.1 i ' n l Exeou 1 re C • '-
tee arrl thor pr:iminent ,J.~G ..:...:e rs r ' ill e .,d r es s thi Ge .,c in g · ·e tru 
t hat as a ma tt er ;. dut y t ) -~ ... s J evrish c &i.iE s in "';h s c r1t ic 2 hou r, ·, 
ill take im;nedi at G acti Ln ·u. 'ave your nr .::'.) n.1. za.-'c1o n r € .res e t d a t L J 

c ~nf r cncc. 
Y'.)n! Q t?' 1 e otfu.il· 

Philip SchdtJ.a c,1 Sa rah Kussy • 
J o~ ph :{ra -..me r El izab Eth B lu. e 

Dr. Jac - b Po-evski 
lJcHa.r _r De legates to Am erican Je i c h C n gr ess 
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Cleveland, Ohio. 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the decision of the ~ecutive Committee of the .Anerican Jewish 
Congress, the election of delegates to the next session of the Cc!lgress will be 
held throughout the c01.u1try on the 24tn day of Ju."'le 1923. Every Jew or Jewess, 
over twenty-one years of age, ~vill be enti tlecl ·to :par·,ici:pa.te in the voting. The 
delegates thereby elected will represent American Jewry and will hold office for a 
ter.n of two years. 

The next session of the .American Je·.-rish Congress is to deal with the num­
erous problems affecting Jews life here and abroad, such as the spread of anti­
Semitism in A~erica, t~e continued. inf?jngement of Jewish rights abroad, the brutal 
treatment of Jewish refugees in Eastern Euro,e, and the all important question of a 
World Jewish Congress for Palestine. You can readily see, therefore, the great 
im_portance which is attached to the American Jevish Congress a~d the necessity for 
Ameri can Jews to give their fullest SU,i)po:.:-t to it • 

In order that the next Congress session may be successful, it is necessary 
that the la.rgast m.i."Ilber of Jews particir,ate in the voting. By d:lrection of the 
Central office of tne Congress in ew York, a convention of all the Jewish organi-
zations in this city is he:?:eb;" called for the followi:,g pur})oses: First - For 
the purpose of forrnine a strone;, re~resentative, and permanent Congress Committee 
for this city to take C0II4)lete crarge of all mattexs relating to the .American Jew-
ish Congress. Second - For the r,urpose of nominating fourteen candidates for 
delegates, ceven of whan are to be elected at the por,u.J.ar election which vrill take 
place on June 24th, 1923. Third - For the !"l,lrl)ose of discussir.g other matters 
relating to the ne.xt session of the Congress. 

The convention ~~11 be held on the 20th of Ma.y 1923, at 2:30 P. M., at the 
Jewi.sh Center, at the corner of Ea.st 105th Street and Grantwood Avenue. All Jew­
ish organizations of this City are entitled to send two delegates each, and your 
organization is hereb~ cordially invited to send yaur delegates to this convention. 
Please select your representatives and send us their names and addresses. Every 
organization, to be entitled to be represented at this convention, is to contribute 
the sum of $3.00 for the purpose of defraying expenses. 

In view of the important work for which this convention is called, we 
trust that your organization will not fail to be among those who are helping to 
unite the JeWish forces in or ·er to solve the many problems which are now confront­
ing our peOl_)le. Wemust be united and you should not remain aloof in this critical 
moment. 

Respectfully yours, 

Dr. D. B. Steuer 
Jennie K. Zwick 
Abraha!:1 Kollin 
Sol Hurvitz 

embers of the National Executive Comnittee of the 
American Jewish Congresc . and Temporary Committee. 

P. S. Please address all cornr.mnications to Sol Hurvitz, Secretary, American Je~ish 
Congress Ccmnittee, 202 ~ineers Building, City. 
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HONORAJlY PRESIDENT 

NATHAJII ST.RAUS 

PRJi:SlDEJIIT 

STEPHEJII s. \VIS'& 

VI CE· Plll:SIDENTS 

SAMUZL UJIIT.ERM'.YER 

AAROJII J. LEVY 

JO i:PH BARONDESS 

llONOllAJlY VICJ1· PRESIDEMTI 

REUBEN B.RAIJ(II( 

CHAIM FINEMAN 

bs. R1cnARD GoTTUEIL 

SAMU.EL KALESJtY 

SoL. C. Kv.us 
\VILLIAII B. LEWIS 

B. L. LEVl1'THAL 

SOLOK ]. LIEBESUND 

Lot1IS LIPSICY 

HUISH fA&LJA1'SltY 

HUGO PAM 

ATHA!( D. PERL1U1' 

AB.RAHAii SCHOM ER 

fAX SHULMAN 

fas. ARCHIBALD SILVERMA1' 
D. B. Sn:UER 

ATHAlf SYRKll'f 

HENRIETTA SzoLD 

TREA UIIER 

GEORGE I. Fox 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

BERNARD G. RICUARDS 

ECRETARY POR ORGANIZATION 

MORRIS ?tfARGULJU 

CABLE ADDRll•S CONGRESS 
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