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July 26, 1035,

Honorable William Phillips,
Undersecretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

As representative of the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish
Congress, the B'nai B'rith and the Jewish Labor Committee, with whom are
associated practically all Jewish national organizations in the United States
and hundreds of organized Jewish cormunities, the members of which are Amer-
jcan citizens, we respectfully draw your attention to events that have caused
us and millions of our fellow-citizens, both Jewish and non-Jewish, grave
alarm and distress,

The reports that have recently come from Germany have shocked and
horrified us, They indicate a continued policy and system of oppression and
persecution which grows in intensity from month to monthe The physical attacks
upon innocent men and women have only been part of a series of onslaughts
upon our fellow=Jews., They arc accompanied by other forms of atteck, involving
farther and greater humilation and injury to & defenscless minority, whose
members arc being thus persccouted solely for recason of birth or rcligion.

These attacks, in various forms, arc the outcome of & continuous campaign of
calumny and slander approved, cncouraged and directed by high governmental
authorities. The governmont controlled press and radio have been incited to
develop this campaign. The reign of terror has taken form of physical assaults
upon Jews, of an economic boycott; of the deprivation of fundamental civie

and political rights; of their forcible cxpulsion from the cconomic, pro-
fessional and cultural life of the country; and of continuous vilification on
grounds of religion and race of its Jcwish citizens. This persccution has
alrcady led to the emigration of 90,000 rcfugecs whosc destitution and home-
lessness constitute a grave international problem, and whose utter helpless-
ness in foreign lands #:deceply distressful to their brethren in the United
States, who arc unable to rescuc them from their terrible plight, which
humanity and brotherhood would require. VWhile affecting Jows most severely,
this reign of terror is also beginning to affect the lives of numberless
Catholics and Protestonts and liberals of cvery description to whom the

German Government is denying the clementary rights of religion and of con=-
seience; nor can any cnlightencd people fail to deplorc the depths to which
Labor has becn reduccd by this deprival of their fundamental right to organize
and maintain their owm self-pmwtective institutions.

It is inconceivable that the American Government should stand passively
by and ncglect to lift its voice cgninst thesc assaults upon humanity, or to
utter its condemnation of the violation of the fundamental principles of
human rights, Our country hns traditionally rccognized its moral and legal
right, as well as its duty, to speak in behalf of those persceuted for their
religious belicfs and for minority groups or raccs deprived of their just rights,




w -

There is ample American precedent for such a policy "in the interest of
humanity and that guardianship of humanity which belongs to the great republic",
$s Charles Sumncr declared in the United Statcs Senate as far back as 1870.
The history of our diplomatic relations with other powers is rcplete with
exomples of far-sighted and nobly inspired attempts to interccde for the
oppressced of all nations and creceds. These attempts have sprung from high
altruistic motives. But the maintenance of world peace, which is a vital
concern of the American republic, now more essential than ever before, is
cndangered by the growth of a spirit of persccution and prejudice and race
hatred, which may spread into other civilized nations if allowed to dcvelop
unchecked, As a matter of the defense of our ovm free institutions and dem-
ocratic ideals, it bechooves the American Govermnment to endeavor, through rep=-
resentations and protests and other such intcrnational pocedurc as may be
feasible, to remind the govermment practicing such methods that they cannot
be vicwed on our part without demur. Only recently our President, his recc-
ognition of this fact, declarcd that "hc is in entirc sympathy with all
people who make it clear that the American people and the Government belicve
in frcedom of religious worship not only in thc United States, but also in
other nations."

In the light of the lofty humaniterian traditions by which our Govern-
mentts foreign policy has been guided throughout its history; in the light of
the danger to world peace and to democratic institutions of government in
this unlcashing of barbarism and racc hatred, and of the threat to American
citizens who are Jews, that is explicit in the policy of the German Government
of organizing attacks upon, and denying the rights of all Jews in Germoany,

We rcespectfully call upon the Government of the United Statcs to protest
against the racial and roligious porscoutions Thot now proveil in Gormany, and
To take cvery step consistont with inbormational practice To inform Tho Gormon
Government of the outraged sentiments of thc Amcrican pcople.

The official protost of the American Govermment may yet be effective to
rescue our Jewish brethren in Germany, md to make impossiblc an cxtension of
the persecutions against the millions of Catholics and Protestants who arc
suffering for thei rcligious convictions.

We are confident that in expressing theose views, our @Qovernment will
speak not only for the millions of our brethren in this country, but for all
Americans, of all races and creeds, who have throughout history given, repeat-
edly, evidence of their horror of oppression and of their concern for the
prescrvation of the fundamental rights of civilized humanity.

For the Amorican Jowish Committoo For The American Jcowish Congress

For thc B'nal BY'rith For the Jowish Labor Committoc




(From the New York Times of July 31, 1935

LETTER OF ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE WILLIAM H. PHILLIPS

July 29, 1935

Mre Carl J. Austrian and Mr. Sidney Wallach, for the American
Jewish Committee;

Mr. Louis Lipsky and Mr. Samel Margoshes, for the American
Jewish Congress;

Mr. Louis Fabricant and Mr. M.D. Rosenberg, for the Btnai Bfrith;
Mr. Joseph Schlossberg and Mr. Nathan Chanin, for the Jewish
Labor Committee,

New York, N.Y.
Sirs:

I have given careful study to the views embodied in the letter of July
26 last, which you presented on behalf of the American Jewish Committee, the
American Jewish Congress, the B'mai B'rith and the Jewish Labor Committee, with
respect to recent occurrences in Germany affecting various religious and racial
groups there.

I fully understand your solicitude regarding the experiences which these
groups are reported to be suffering in Germany. The concepts of religious free-
dom and liberty of conscience for all constitute the most fundamental principles
of our own civilization and political faith. This being so, the American people
are always sympathetic to the maintenance of these concepts in the United States
as well as in other nations. :

Very truly yours,

WILLIAM PHILLIPS,

Acting Secretary.,




July 30, 1935

Hon, Alfred M, Cohen
40 Electric Bldg.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Brother President:

After Dr. Rubinow arranged with me to proceed to Washington
with the delegation to the State Department, I attempted to get
either Mr. Medalie or Mr. Ottinger to go along, but neither one
was available, and I, therefore, requested Mr. Maurice D. Rosen-
berg of VWashington to arrange to meot the delegation last Friday,
July 26th, at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington,

The delegation met end then prepared the form of the stato-
ment to be presented to Undersecretasry of State, Phillips, at the
State Department in Washington. A draft of the proposed statemont
had beon prepared by Mr. Wallach, rcpresenting the American Jewish
Committee, but the finel statement had many changes and modifica-
tions in it, These rosulted fnom a two-hour conference prior to
the trip to the State Department.

For your information I onclose & copy of the statement as
finally submitted. I also encloma copy of the report of the deo-
legation's visit to the State Department eppearing in the New York
Times, July 27, 1935,

You have had experience with thesc matters bofore and know what
an cxcollent reocoption Mr. Phillips gives tho delegations reprcsent-
ing tho Jowish orgonizations. He did so in this instance, assuring
the delegation not only of the Departmont's goneral intcrest in the
subject, but about his willingness to givc the statement more than
moroly general considoration.

When the question of publicity to the statoment was broached,
Mr. Phillips suggested that it would be wiser mercly to have tho
dologation issuc o statoment in which cxtracts of the document sub-
mitted would appear, rather than to have the press carry tho entire
statement. Ho said thot if tho Department miroly intended to give
no serious consideration to the dooument, he would suthorize its
completc publication. Howevor, as he intendod to give it scrious
considoration, he suggestod that the delogation wait till the De-
partmont took action on the mattcr end then publicity could be given
to the wholo statoment as woll as to tho action by the Doportment.,

After the interview the delegation roturned to the hotel and
there had lunch with all the aveilable Jowish Congressmen, to wit,
Bloom, Sabbath, Kohn, ond Cooporman, Unfortunatoly, sev:ral other
Congressmon were absents The prime objoct of the meoting was to
counsel the Congressmen to refrain from spoeches dealing with the
goneral subjoct. At the some timeo, thc whole situation was dis-
cussed and some valuable views developed.,




#2 Hon. Alfred M. Cohen

Thoro is to b a mocting of the Joint Council shortly, possibly
on Thursday., My impression is that we arc thore to discuss thec do-
volopnent of plans to approach orgonized Christisn bodics, rcpr.sont-
ing various donominations, for the purposc of developing some sort of
joint cxpression of the scntiment of most of the pecople in this coun-
try, so that the Covernment will mow of this s ntiment in somo formal
way, and porhaps convcy it to tho German Govornment,

I think that the forcgoing brings you up to date in this ma*tor,
Of coursc, if there is anybhing furthcr which you dosiro to know, whioh
I have not touchzod on, I will be glad %o answor any inquiry yow may mako,
I have dictated this lctter to cno of the socrotaries of the B'nai
B'rith District office hcre, and it will g£o to you without first boing
road by mc. This I am doing in the intcrost of & moro speody communica-

tion, and I hope that you will excuge my foilure to append my own signa-
ture to this lcttor,

With very best wishos, I beg to remain

Sincorely yours,

LOUIS FABRICANT

Exocutive Mombor

LF/LB
ENCS,
Dictated, but not rsad,




Washington, D, C,

July 26, 1935,
Hone Alfred M, Cohen

President, B'nai B'rith,
Electric Building,
Cincinnati, Ohioe

Dear Brother President:

Responsive to a long distance telephone call from Brother White,
Secretary of the Order in New York, I attended a meeting this morning at
the Mayflower Hotel of the group in which B'nai B'rith was represented by
Brother Louis Fabricant and myself, together with Louis Lipsky, Sidney
Wallach, Dr, Samuel llargoshes, Joseph Schlossky and Nathan Chanine The
foregoing represented respectively the American Jewish Committee, the
American Jewish Congress and the New York Jewish Labor Organizatione

An appeal was carefully prepared in the formation of which all
present participated, and thereupon, a previous appointment having been
made, we met the Assistant Secretary of State Phillips, The latter
received us very cordially, with the result of his promise that he,
together with Secrctary Hull, then absent from the city, would decide
what action, if any, could Lec taken consistent with diplomatic relationse

The group reassembled for luncheon at 2:00 o'clock, at which there
was also present Representatives Florence Kahn, Sabbath, Bloom and
Koppelman,

After a conference lasting about one and one-half hours, the
concensus of opinion prevailed that the New York delegation would
assemble in their city and invite representatives from the Catholic
Church, the Protestants, and Frece Masons, and determine upon some approe
priatc action to mect the omergency now confronted by the German sicgo
of persecution,

It wos thought that better results would be achieved by tho
association of all prominent Amcrican organizations rather than by proe
ceceding solely under Jowish auspicese

As the matter will no doubt progress you will have further word on
the subject from Brother Louis Fabricante

Yours truly and fraternally,

M. Do Roscnberge




AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

122 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET
NEW YORK
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LOUIS LIPSKY, Vice-President National Secretary
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December 15, 1935.

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105 Street and Ansel Rd
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Silver:
This letter ocomes from Brodetsky in answer to my own.

I am afraid Chat situation is likely to grow very
serious and I think both of us understand why the

reaction is as it is in regard to Ha-avareh.

With heartiest greeting,

Yours,
\

PRESIDENT




AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
122 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET

NEW YORK

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, President Cable Address: "CONGRESS"
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Chairman Executive Committee
JACOB LEICHTMAN, Treasurer

To the Jews of America:

b

J HE Jewish people have often been called upon to face periods of

depression, persecution and organized race and religious hatred.
Throughout the long history of their suffering they have maintained themselves
with courage and fortitude, at times have overcome hostility and prejudice,
and often seemed to have entered into a new era of peace, equality and mu-
tual understanding with the peoples among whom they lived.

But at no time have so many heavy clouds lowered upon the House of
Israel as in the past decade when it was thought the spirit of democracy
and intellectual freedom would destroy the walls of race prejudice and religious
bigotry. Once more it becomes necessary for the ancient race to rally in
defense of their hard-won rights; to rebuild their ruined positions; through
united effort to endeavor to recover the ground that has been lost in a large
part of the civilized world; to take vigorous steps to make appeal for justice
and fair play; and through their own consolidated strength to give organized
support to those Jewries that face appalling political and economic difficulties
which they are unable, through self-help, to overcome.

At the end of the last World War, seemingly fought to make the world
safe for democracy and to assure freedom for the smaller nationalities, in
which Jews gave in full measure of their lives and property in defense of the
lands of their birth, it was fondly anticipated that the Jewish people, too, would
reap the benefits of victory, and that their equal status as citizens in all lands
would be recognized and assured.

Today, eighteen years after the signing of the Versailles Treaty, a wave
of unprecedented anti-Semitism floods the larger part of Europe, and its rever-




berations are echoed throughout the world. Tyrannies and dictatorships of
Governments and peoples control the destinies of many nations, and under
these tyrannies the lot of the Jews is lower than the lowest. Their rights are
trampled under foot with ruthless disregard of justice and humanity. They
are hurled back to the fringe of the economic life which they have helped to
create in the lands of their birth. A doctrine of hate and extermination is
being preached by what was formerly one of the leading civilized countries
in the world. Three million Jews have become the helpless victims of an
uncontrolled anti-Semitism among the Polish people, whose Government pur-
sues a policy of economic discrimination which renders the position of the
Jews, both economically and politically, utterly untenable.

Jewish achievements in Palestine, under the Mandate, have transformed
that land of desolation into a land that promises to become not only the
haven for the victims of persecution, but also the National Homeland of the
Jewish people. But even that Land of Promise encounters difficulties arising
out of a recession of a generous promise on the part of the Mandatory Govern-
ment, which has gradually washed away in large part the great pledge of the
Balfour Declaration and the wartime covenants of the British Government.

It therefore becomes imperatively necessary for the [ewish people with
dignity, vigor and determination to present their demands for the recognition
of their inalienable rights, their claim for justice and equality, to the enlightened
public opinion of the world; to unite in defense of their rights and to endeavor,
through cooperative efforts, to readjust and reconstruct Jewish life within the
economic structures of the nations of which they are a part.

When the Great War came to its destined end, and the air was full of
expectancy, and the feeling was keen that a new day was dawning, the various
organized Jewries of the world sent their delegations to Versailles to present
the cause of the Jewish people to the assembled nations. Under the influence
of the democratic masses of American Jewry, the American Jewish Congress
was convened, a program of demands was agreed to by all elements, and a
distinguished delegation represented American Jewry at Versailles, headed by
Judge Julian W. Mack and the late Louis Masshall. Delegations were present
representing British Jewry, the Jews of France, the Jews of Poland, etc., and, as
a result of their efforts, the rights of the Jewish people as a minority group, in
those lands in which minority groups were recognized, were assured, and
agreements were entered into and pledges were made by the reconstituted
nationalities. The Balfour Declaration was incorporated in the Treaty of Peace,




the Mandate for Palestine was issued to Great Britain, and the historic right
of the Jewish people to build their Homeland there was recognized.

With the adjournment of the Peace Conference there remained in existence
over a period of years and until this day, a remnant of the Committee of
Jewish Delegations representing to a large extent those Jewries sorely afflicted
by persecution, to whom some of the Jewries of Western lands gave their
full cooperation in defense of those rights achieved at Versailles.

But the Committee of Jewish Delegations has been unable to win the
united support and cooperation of important Jewish communities, who con-
tinued their efforts independently and to the detriment of the unity and
interests of the Jewish position, and sought in devious ways to achieve their
purposes, but not in the way of unity of effort and program. An effective
defense of the Jewish position becomes impossible without the creation and
maintenance of a united Jewish front.

It is therefore of the greatest importance to renew and strengthen the
international representation of the whole Jewish people for the defense of
their rights. In order that such a representation may be once more established
with authority and with the backing of the whole Jewish people, various

important Jewries and organizations, including the American Jewish Congress,

have decided that the time has come for the summoning of the World [ewish
Congress. A great deal of time has been lost in the preparations for such an
all-inclusive Congress, and in paving the way to unity of action. But the grave
situation that has developed in Jewish life, especially since the passing of the
Nuremberg laws in Germany, the intensification of the policy of economic
discrimination against the Jews of Poland, and the spread of the spirit of
anti-Semitism throughout Europe, make the calling of an emergency World
Jewish Congress an imperative necessity of the moment.

The American Jewish Congress, acting as the organizing agency in the
United States for the proposed World Jewish Congress, addresses itself to the
organized Jews of America and to all Jewish national organizations, and
invites their cooperation in the election of a delegation to represent American
Jewry at a session of the World [ewish Congress to be held in Geneva,

Switzerland, in August, 1936.
The scope of the Congress is indicated by the tentative program
promulgated.

First: It is proposed to have submitted at the World Jewish Congress
a comprebensive review of the political status of the Jews the world over,




and the proposal is to be made that an executive body be set up, representative
of the organized Jewries of the world, for the defense of the civil, political
and economic rights of the Jews.

Second: It is proposed to have submitted to the World Jewish Congress
a review of the economic conditions under which the [ews throughout the
world live and subsist, and the proposal is to be made for the setting
up of an economic institute to gather the facts with regard to the economic
life of the Jewish people, and to cooperate in the reconstruction of the econ-
omic life of Jews in any country in which their existence is threatened through
discrimination and inequality.

Third: It is proposed to consider the problem of Jewish emigration in all
its phases, through a review to be submitted of all Jewish activities in con-
nection with Jewish wanderings, and it is proposed to set up an institute
for the regulation .and coordination of all Jewish immigration agencies.

The American Jewish Congress submits this appeal to the Jewish com-
munity of America. It suggests that the defense and reconstruction of Jewish
life cannot be undertaken from the local point of view of each Jewish com-
munity. Disregard of the interrelated interests leads to ineffectiveness and the

reduction of the Jewish problem to the aspect of elementary charity or philan-
thropy. It is not possible for such Jewish communities as may be living under
more favored conditions to avoid or evade the consequences of denial of Jewish
right in any land. The deprival of right, the depression of any Jews to a position
of inferiority, the spread of poverty and social disintegration, are matters that
affect the conditions and interests of Jews the world over.

We call upon the Jews of America to rally to the support of the World
Jewish Congress, and urge their participation in the National Electoral Con-
ference to be convened in Washington, D. C. on June 13th, 14th, 1936, at
which the delegates to the World Jewish Congress will be elected. Through
organized self-help and a vigorous defense of our rights we shall vindicate
the traditions and ideals of our ancestors, and achieve our rightful position
among the peoples of the world.

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

April 6, 1936 ;m .. 22

President
& .

22,

Vice-President
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Mey 2, 1936

My dear Rabbi Silver:

I regard the participation of the American Jewish community in the
organization of the World Jewish Congress, as of the utmost impor-
tance not only for the position of the Jews in the Diaspora, but
also for the maintenance of our rights in Palestine.

This seems to have been the view accepted at the Administrative
Committee of the Zionist Organization whioh was held recently, at
whioch a resolution was adopted calling upon all Zionists to cooper-
ate with the American Jewish Congress in the organization of the
World Jewish Congress.

The American Delegation to the World Jewish Congress is to be elec-
ted at a National Conference to be held in Washington on June 1l3th
and 14th. Delegates to the Washington Conference are to be elected
by community oonventions. At these community conventions, represen-
tatives of all local organizations are to participate.

I am sure that the Zionists of your city will be faithful to the
resolution adopted by the Zionist Administrative Committee, and I
am hopeful that they will take the initiative in arranging for the
eleotion of a representative delegation to attend the Washington
Conference. I should be grateful to you if you would write me,
telling me what is being done in your city.

v:;;\::rd 1y-y9urs,
1/

LOUIS LIPSKY

Chairman
Committee on World Jewish Congress




Free  Son
NEW Ygf!l«ﬂ Sumagoque House

" 4 40 WEST 68 STREET
NEAR CENTRAL PARK

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,

East 105th St.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Silver:

I am very anxious to hear from you about the results of your
recent trip. I imagine you must have had great meetings every-
where and that you will have cheering news to report.

I wrote to you some time ago about the vworld Jewish Congress.
I am of the hope that you are still thinking seriously about
the problem which I sutmitted to you. I do not wish to press
you unduly. I look forward hopefully to your reply.

I write perticulerly, dear Silver, to ask you about this. You
will have seen that editorial in the Chicago Tribune of April 18th,
whieh is eddressed to Justices Brandeis and Cardozo (I do not
guote literally) asking them to have in mind thet they belong to
minority groups and that if property rights are to be violated,
the next thing that may come to pass will be the violation of
raciel and religious minorities.

I need not point out to you how grave and disturbing that
editorial is, and tlat it is of ill omen if it represents the
mind of the Conservatives of America.

I have two questions to ask of you. (1) Would you be ready %o

write a special article for the June OPINION on these two alarming
editorials, to use Louis Maan's phrase, and (2) if you could not

write a full article yourself, would you be ready to contribute

500 or 1000 words to & symposium on e it her or both or these editorials.
1t would mean much to us, and 1 should be most grateful if you could
do either one thing or the other.

With cordial greetings,




May 6, 1936

Dr. Stephen 5. Wise,
40 West 66th Stog
Ne' qu;ig N.Yu

My deuar Dr. ¥Wisep

I have Leen knocking about so much aud upon
returning from my numerous trips have been so absorbed with
my work here in connection with the 7elfure TMund Campaizns
which opens in Cleveland next Sunday, th:t my correspondence
has greatly lagzed.

I had very ple.:ant meetings in connection with the
7elfure Campaigns both in Indianapolis and Kansas City. The
giving, this jear, is on a more gensrous scale everywhere,
reflecting, [ imagine, the improved economic counditions,

Dar Campaign in Cleveland, Jjudging by the preliminary gifts
received, ought to be successful. Thank you so much for
helping us gzet Senator King for our opening meeting. We
close on the 19 with McDonald,

I wish I could sc~e eye to eye with yo. on the
subject of the World Jewish Congress. I can not in the
limited space of o letter tell you why I do not believe in
the project. !y re.usons, I presunse, are not particularly
original or unknown to you. When I see you at some future
meeting in the Zast, I will tell you why I regurd the
project as unwise and doomed to futility.

T should like to accommodate you and write
an article for the June "Opinion" on the editorials which
asveared in the Christian Century and the Chicago Tribune.
Unfortunstely, I am so completely immersed in the Campaign
as well as in preparation for my @onfirmation Service that
I am afraid that 1 will not have the time to do i%. On top
of all that, I have to prepare a Baccalaureate Address for
the Graduatisn Exercises of the Hebrew Union College.




Dr. Wise

The issue raised in the Christian Century is not
new in that magaszine and I had occasion to write & lengthy
letter to the Christian Century two yeurs ago on that
subject which was published. I am enclosing a copy of it
herewith. You will agree with me that the Christian Century
should not be antagonized. Its editors suould be answe ed
but not attacked,

#ith all good wish<s, [ remain

Very cordially yours,




S0Pz

February 6, 1934

Editor,

The Christian Century,
440 So. Dearborn St.,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sir:

Will you permit me to comment on the article
of Joseph Ernest McAfee which recently anpeared in
the Christian Century under the title "Jewish
Solidarity in America."

The space of a letter does not permit a seriatim
refutation of the doctrines propounded by Mr. McAfee.
They are very reminiscent of the opinions of another
Christian friend of the Jews, Mr. Alfred William
Anthony which was also expressed in the Christian
Century a few months ago.

Suffice it to indicate at the outset that Nr.
McAfee's contact with Jewish life and thought must be
very circumscribed if he could not find any Jews to
agree that the Jew himself bears a share of the
responsibility for the unfortunate social clashes
which have existed and do now exist. He need not
peruse our voluminous literature of the past for
abundant evidence of national self-reproach and
castigation. He need only scan present-day Jewish
literature and periodicals to discover how mercilessly
and almost morbidly the Jew analyzes himself and shoulders
responsibility for private and national delinquencies,
even when these do not actually exist. Our share of the
guilt, however, is not where Mr. McAfee locates it - in our
strong group consciousness. Rather it igs to be found in
our frequent apostasy from the high ethical ideals of our
faith, and from acts of disloyalty to the soul and destiny
of our people.

Mr. McAfee is clearly opposed to the existence of
varied social groups in American society. He takes it for
granted that the American society (which he never defines)




has suffered "social woes" because of it. But how? He

makes no attempt to explain or to specify, nor does he indicate
on what basis of history or theory of American democracy he
posits his dogma that there must be only one social group

in America nor does he enlighten us on what he understands by
"one social group.®

Nor does Mr. lMcAfee take the trouble to prove his con-
tention that the self-cansciousness of the Jewish community
in this country has been "socially baneful®. Wherein’ Have the
Jews failed in their political or civic duties? Have they
refused to participate in the political life of this nation as
citizens? Have they refused to send their children to the
public schools of the country and its institutions of higher
learning, preferring to isolate themselves in parochial schools
or in denominational collezes? Are they not represented largely
in 21l the cultural activities of American life, in literature,
the arts, the sciences and the professions? Are not Jewish
business men eager to join all the "characteristic" American
business groups, the lodges and fraternal organizations
wherever they are admitted? Have Jews ever refused to join
non-Jewish social clubs, or professional associations, when
invited? Have Jewish workingmen not joined in the labor movement
in this country? Have not Jewish commnities pooled their
philanthropic efforts in meny of our large cities in common
commnity chests? Have Jews not shared in all the nat ional
movements making "for the enrichment of our common life?®

Wherein has the group consciousness of the Jews in
American been "socially baneful®? What socially desirable
activities in American life have Jews refused to share in?
Wherein is the Jew holding back?

In what way does the desire of the Jew to care for his
own dependents because he understands them best, or to
organize in defense of his persecuted brethren turoughout
the world, or to teach his children the langusge, history,
and literature of his race along with those of the country,
or to assist in the upbuilding in Palestine of a homeland for
his people where the homeless of his race and the culture of
his race may find a haven, or to preserve the beautiful
customs of his people which are at one and the same time
both religious and social in character (for no distinction
between the mx purely religious and the social ever existed
in Judaism) - in what way are these "focal centers of repellion
against common and wholesome social tendencies®, and in what
way do they interfere in "the common life of the community"?
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way, so long as, to quote John Stuart Mill, "he does not
attempt to deprive others of theirs, or impede their
eforts to obtain it.¥

Mr. McAfee thinks of the Jews only as a religious
community, and allows them only the right of religious freedom.
If the Jew would surrender everything except his “personal
religious views" - all would be well with him, The anti-
Semitic disease would then disappear. The Geiman Jew for
decades practised the very theory of assimilation which Mr,
McAfee now prescribes for the American Jew. They tried in
all ways not to be different. Their group consciousness had
dwindled to a vanishing point. Inter-marriage was wide-
spread among them., There was very easy egress from the
group and no ingress to speak of...Many joined the Christian
church or became "konfessionslos®., And yet - such is the
patent bankruptcy of the whole thesis of Mr. McAfee - the
most virulent anti-Semitism developed in Germany, and in place
of a self-willed "difference" - a legal, prescriptive and
discriminating "difference" was forced upon them as a mark
of shame. Even non-Aryan Christian clergymen who certainly
never suffered from excessive Jewish group-consciousness have
been "differentiated" and stigmatized in the land of classic
Jewish assimilation,

One wonders whether Mr. McAfee is not unconsciously
hankering after an American social and cultural gleich-
schaltung after the model of Nazi Deutschtum, an American
species of "national concentration" of the variety which is
devastating the free life of FEurope today?

#Social unity" or "cultural unity" is just as dangerous
a slogan to raise in modern society as "racial unity". In
fact the one ® inevitably leads to the other. In Nazi Germany
they have quite naturally, been "coordinated" into one German-
Nordic-Aryan dogma of infallibility.

To many noble ideals of manking are being broken on
the wheel of totalitarian obsessions in the world today for
liveral churchmen who value individualism and exalt personality
to permit themselves to become champions of "unification®
crusades in American life. Some do it in the name of theology.
Others in the name of anthropology. Still others, like Mr.
McAfee, in the name of sociology. Their inspiration and
their objectives are, however, the same. "Juda Verreckel®
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HIRAM S. RIVITZ
WEST 98™ ST. & WALFORD AVE.

CLEVELAND,OHIO

e

June 1, 1936

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,

E. 105th at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Hillel:-

I am enclosing letter just received from E. I. Keufmann,
a good friend of mine, and one who has taken a great in-
terest in Jewish problems. The letter is self-explana-
tory.

I look to you for advice on matters of this kind, rea-
lizing that your deily intimate contact enables you to
form a more comprehensive grasp of the situation as it
affects not only American Jewry, but Jewry over the whole
world.

T am inclined to agree with my friend Ed Kaufmann on the
point that he raises, but don't want to subscribe to a
program of procedure just because he happens to be a
friend of mine - even though I have confidence in his
judgment - especially when I know that there are so many
cross-currents and viewpoints on this controversial sub-
ject.

I am just wondering if you would not be good enough to
drop me a line and let me know how you feel about it.
I will appreciate it very much.

Please return Mr. Kaufmenn's letter for my files.

With best regards, remain,

Sincerely,




June 3, 1936

Mr. Hiram RiVitz.

Indus trial Rayon Corporation,
W. 98th at walford,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Hiram;

I am returning herewith ¥r. Kaufmann's
letter., Thank you for letting me see it,

With best wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




EDMUND I, KAUFMANN Homer Building
Washington, D.C.

May 29, 1936.

Dear Friend:

Enclosed herewith you will please find a statement,
which I took part in preparing, and which is being sent to respon=-
sible leaders throughout the country. Many more out of town sig-
natures could have been secured, but the element of time played an
important factor. I am sending this letter to all my friends and
because of the number, I must necessarily eliminate the usual
personal note,

Under the leadership and direction of Dr. Stephen S.
Wise and Mr. Louis Lipsky, the American Jewish Congress has chosen
representatives to meet in Washington on June 13th to carry forward
plans necessary to hold a World Jewish Congress in Geneva during
the month of August, and to select seventy American delegates to
attend this Congress. The seventy delegates selected will undoubted-
ly be looked upon, both at home and abroad, as representing American
Jewry and the voice of World Jewry.

I have no reason to doubt the sincerity of either Dr.

Wise or Mr. Lipsky, but I am of the firm opinion that they are doing
something that will work an immeasurable amount of harm for the six-
teen million Jews in the world, without an opportunity of doing any
good, and will furnish propaganda for the anti-Semitic forces here
and abroad.

If the World Jewish Congress is held and delegates
are sent, regardless of how chosen, I presume they will have the
right of free discussion and each delegate may voice his opinion on
any subject he chooses. Everything said at this Congress will be
fully reported by the world's leading newspapers, and regardless of
whether we approve or disapprove, we will have to share any liabil-
ities created, as no distinction of Jews will be made by Christians.

I have before me a pamphlet issued by the American
Jewish Congress as of April 1936, entitled "Some Questions and
Answers regarding World Jewish Congress", and from this pamphlet
it appears that the World Jewish Congress at their meeting in Geneva
intends to regulate Jewish organizations here in America and speak
for World Jewry.

As an American I oppose a World Jewish Congress being
held in Geneva, or elsewhere. In my opinion there should never be a
union of World Jewry, and as an American Jew I prefer that we be per-
mitted to choose our own leaders and establish our own overseas relief

organizations without foreign interference.

What assurances have we that the World Jewish Congress
will not be turned into a political Jewish Congress, and what assurances




have we that some of the delegates may not advocate Communism as a
solution of the world's problems?

During the last two months, thousands of earnest men
and women, all over the muntry, interested in the rebuilding of
Palestine and furnishing relief to their stiricken fellow Jews abroad,
have set aside their duties and devoted their time for the purpose
of raising funds. Do you think it is fair that their wishes in the
matter should not be considered, and do you think it fair that the
American Jewish Congress, who do not represent more than 14 of Ameri-
can Jews, shall decide what is best for the other 99%?

The American Jewish Congress, the American Jewish

Committee and the Anti-Defamation League spend thousands of dollars
a year combating anti-Semitism in this country, and wnile there is a
question of the need of these three organizations, nevertheless, we
have them and contribute toward their support. Now, is it fair for
one of these organizations to select seventy uninstructed delegates
to speak for four million American Jews and run the risk of destroy-
ing the effectiveness of their work here at home?

It has been reported to me that the Zionist Organization
of American has approved the World Jewish Congress. I would imagine
that this organization would have its hands full in its work toward
rebuilding Palestine and getting converts to the cause. I am of the
further opinion that it is bad judgment on their part to commit them-
selves to sometning that may do Palestine considerable harm without
the hope of doing it any good. There is the further danger that as
fast as able men lead non-Zionists into the organization that there
is an effort on the part of others to lead them out,

A meeting will be held in Washington directly for the
purpose of approving or disapproving the holding of a World Jewish
Congress.

Whatever your feelings may be in the matter, I would ap-
preciate if you would immediately write or telegraph your views to

Dr. Stephen S. Wise,
American Jewish Congress
221 West 57th St.

New York City

and send a copy of your letter or telegram to me.

From the length of this letter you can see how terribly
apprehensive I am of the great amount of harm that might be done by
holding this Congre:s, and I would appreciate very much if you can

see your way Clear, besides writing of telegraphing, to see and
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explain this situation to your friends and ask tnem to do the same
thing, requesting them to send me copies of their communication to
Dr. Wise.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

(signed) E. I. Kaufmann
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SALMON P. HALLE
924 HANNA BUILDING
CLEVELAND

Rabbi A H Silver

The Temple

Ansel Rd & E 105th St
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

letters and telegrams have come to the under-
gigned within the past several days, calling our attention to
plane for a Session of the Arerican Jewish Congress, to take
place in Washington on June 13th, for the selection of seventy
American delegates to the World Jewish Congress in Geneva in
August.

A considerable sentiment prevails against the
holding of a World Jewish Congress, because of the grave im-
plications to world Jewry, which may possibly emanate from the
Councils and decisions of such a Congress.

We are asked to invite for conference a group

of our friends and local commnity leaders, to discuss the Con-
gress plans and to formulate an expression of our views to be
transmitted to Dr Stephen $§ Wise, the Chairman of the Congresse.

May we therefore invite you to meet with us
and others at Luncheon on Monday, June 8th, at 12:15 o'clock,
in a private dining room of the Mid-Day Club.

This meeting has nothing to do with the rais-
ing of any funds, but is solely for the purpose here stated,
of developing an expression of our personal sentiments to be
conveyed to the Congress leadership.

We are,
Sincerely yours,

Hiram § Rivitz
June 2, 1936. Salmon P Halle




Mr. S. ®. Halle,
924 Hanna Bldg.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My d-ar Nr. Halles

I should like to attend the meeting
which you are calling for June 8 at the Yideday
Club but I am scheduled to be at Harvard University
on the 7 and will not be vack in time for the
meeting,

#ith best wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




Mr S. P. Halle,

924 Hanna Bldg.,

Cleveland, Ohio.




I shall be glad to attend the Conference

which you have called for Monday Noon,

June 8th at the Mid-Day Club.

Rabbl A H Silver
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

*X) WEST. S7TR. STIRERT NEW YORK CITY

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, PRESIDENT CABLE ADDRESS ‘CONGRESS’

LOUIS LIPSKY, VICE-PRES. TELEPHONE CIRCLE 6-3840
JACOB LEICHTMAN, TREASURER

NATHAN D. PERLMAN
CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

June 8, 19236

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

A dinner will be given to Dr. Stephen S. Wise,
President of the American Jewish Congress, on
Sunday evening, June 14th, at the Willard Hotel,
after the adjournment of the National Conference.

The dinner will be in the nature of a Farewell
to Dr. Wise who leaves on June 16th for London
to cooperate with Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine in negotia-
tions of high importance that have a bearing
upon the present situation in Palestine and also
to visit Poland in the interests of the World
Jewish Congress, preliminary to the opening of
the Congress at Geneve on August 8th.

A large attendance of delegates and friends, ap-

preciative of the extraordinary and varied Jewish
services rendered by Dr. Wise, especially during

the past year, is expected at the dinner.

You are cordially invited to participate in this
tribute to Dr. Wise and to indicate on the en-
closed card whether we may look forward to your
presence.

Very cordially yours,

’
/ \ ~P ‘
W f“"P—deV
Louis Lipsky




	ms4787.002.001.0056a.pdf
	ms4787.002.001.0056b.pdf



