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Honorable illia.m. Phillips, 
Undersecretary of State, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

J 

July 26, 1()35. 

As representative of the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish 
Congress, the B'nai B•rith and the Jewish Labor Committee, with whom are 
associated practically all Jewish national organizations in the United States 
and hundreds of organized Jev1ish communities, the members of which are Amer
ican citizens, we respectfully draw your attention to events that have caused 
us and millions of our fello1-r-ci tizens, both Jewish md non-Jewish, grave 
alarm and distress . 

The reports that have recently come from Germany have shookcd and 
horrified us. They indicate a continued policy and system ofoppression and 
persecution wh:bh grows in intensity from n¥)nth to month. The physical attacks 
upon innocent men and women have only beon part of n series of onslaughts 
upon our fellow-Jews. They urc accompanied by other forms of attack, involving 
farther and greater humiln.tion and injury to n defenseless minority, whose 

rembcrs arc being thus perscoutcd solely for renson of birth or religion. 
These attacks, in various forms, arc the outcome of n continuous campaign of 
calumny and slander approved, cncourngcd and directed by high governmerrtn.l 
authorities . The govcrnmont controlled press and radio hn.vc boon incited to 
develop this cumpo. ign. The reign of terror hn.s taken f'onn of physical nssnults 
upon Jows, of n.n economic boycott; of the deprivation of i'undo.mental civic 
nnd political rights; of their forcible expulsion from the coonomic, pro
fessional and cultural life of the country; u~d of continuous vilificn.tion on 
grounds of religion and race of its JC1.vish citizens. This persecution hn.s 
already led to the emigrn.tion of 00 .000 refugees y;hosc destitution und home
lessness constitute n. grave intcrnutionnl problem, n.nd whoso utter helpless
ness in foreign lands il:dcoply distressful to their brethren in the United 
Sta tcs, who arc unublo to rescue them from their tcrri ble plight, which 
humanity and brotherhood would require. 1Vhilc n.ffcctin6 Jaws most severely, 
this reign of terror is nlso beginning to affect the lives of numberless 
Catholics und Protost~nts nnd liberals of every description to whom the 
German Government is denying the elementary rights of religion o.nd of con
science; nor cun o.ny enlightened people fail to deplore the depths in which 
Labor ho.s been reduced by this deprivnl of their f'.undnmonto.l right to organize 
a.nd maintain their mm self-protective institutions. 

It is inconccivublo that the Americo.n Govorruncnt should stn.nd passively 
by ond neglect to lift its voice cgninst these nssnults upon humanity, or to 
utter its condcrnno.tion of the violation of tho fundrunentn.l principles of 
hu.Iru;Ln rights, Our country ms traditionally recognized its moral and legnl 
right• o.s well as its duty, to spcnk in bolm.li' of those persecuted for their 
religious beliefs and for minority groups or races deprived of their just rights. 



.. 2 -

There is run.plc Amoricrui precedent for such n policy "in tho interest of 
humnnity und thut gunrdia.nship of humo.nity which belongs to the grea.t republic", 
i~ Cha.rles Sumner declared in the United Stntcs Sena.tons fnr buck us 1870. 
Tho history of our diplomntic rolntions with other powers is replete vnth 
examples of far-sighted a.nd nobly inspired a.ttcmpts to intercede for the 
oppressed of nll nntions and creeds. These attempts ho.vo sprung from high 
altruistic motives. But the mn.intennncc of world pence, which is n vital 
concern of the American republic, now more csscntinl thnn over before, is 
ondnngcred by the growth of a spirit of persecution a.nd prejudice nnd rnco 
hntred, which rrny spread into other civilized nations if allowed to develop 
unchecked. As a. nntter of the defense of our ovm. free institutions nnd dem
ocratic idea.ls, it behooves the American Government to endeavor, through rep
resentations nnd protests a.nd other such international pocedure ns mn.y oo 
feasible, to remind tho goverrnnont practicing such methods thn.t they co.nnot 
be viewed on our po.rt without demur. Only recently our President, his rec
ognition of this fact, declnred thnt "he is in entire sympathy with nll 
people who nnke it clear tha.t tho Amcrica.n people and the Government believe 
in freedom of religious ·worship not only in the United Stutes, but a.ls o in 
other nati ons." 

In tho light of the lofty humo.nita.ria.n traditions by which our Govern
ment's foreign policy ho.s been guided throughout its history; in the light of 
tho danger t o uorld pence und to democratic institutions of government in 
this unleashing of burbnrisa·und ruce ho.trod, nnd of tho threat to American 
citizens ,·rho ore Jews, tho.t is explicit in tho policy of tho Gorman Governmcn t 
of organizing o.tincks upon, nnd denying tho rights of nll Jcvrn in Germany, 

We r espectfully cull upon tho Government of the United Stut0s to protest 
ago.inst the ro.cial und religious persecutions thnt now prevail in Gcrmnny, nnd 
to tnko every step consistent with intcrnntionnl pra.cti~e to inform the Gernnn 
Governmont of tho outrugod sentiments of tho American people. 

Tho official protest of tho Amcricun Government mny yet be effective to 
rescue our Jewish brethren in Germany, end to mo.kc impossible nn extension of 
the persecutions against the millions of Catholics and Protestnnts who arc 
suffering for thei religious convictions. 

We are confident thnt in expressing those vim-;s, our Government vrill 
speak not only for the millions of our brethren in this country, but for nll 
Juncrica.ns, of o.11 rnces o.nd creeds, ,.,ho ho.vo throughout history given, ropon.t
edly, evidence of their horror of oppression and of their concern for the 
preservation of the f'undnmcntnl rights of civilized hw:innity. 

For the .Ainorico.n Jm7ish Committee For tho American Jewish Congress 

For the B•no.i B•rith For the JC\"tish Ltibor Committee 



(From the New York Tines of July 31• 1935 

LETTER OF ACTiliG SECRETARY OF STATE WILLIAl H. PHILLIPS 

July 29• 1935 

Mr. Carl J. Austrian and~ • Sidney Wallach. for the American Jewish Committee; 
Mr. Louis Lipsky and • Samuel Margoshes. for the American Jewish Congress; 

• Louis Fubricant and Mr. M.D. Rosenberg. for the B'nai B'rith; Mr. Joseph Schlossberg and . Nathan Chanin. for the Jewish L~bor Committee. 

New York• N.Y. 

Sirs: 

I have given careful study to the vi~fis embodied in the letter of July 26 lust. which you presented on behnlf of the American Jewish Committee, the Anerican Jewish Congress. the B'nai B'rith and the Jewish Labor Committee, with respect to recent occurrences in Germuny affecting various religious nnd racial groups there. 

I fully understand your solicitude regarding the experiences which these groups ar.e reported to be suffering in Germany. The concepts of religious freedom and liberty of conscience for ull constitute the most fundarental principles of our ovm civilization nnd political faith. This being so, the American people are always sympathetic to the maintenance of these concepts in the United States us well us in other nations. 

Very truly yours. 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS. 

Acting Secretary. 



Hon. Alfred M. Cohen 
40 Electric Bldg. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

De 3r Brother President: 

July 30, 1935 

After Dr. Rubinow arranged with me to proceed to Washington 
with the delegation to the State Department, I attempted to get 
either Mr. Medalie or Mr. Ottinger to go along, but neither one 
was available, and I, therefore, ·requE:i sted Mr. Maurice D. Rosen
berg of Washington to arrange to meot the delegation last Friday, 
July 26th, at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington. 

Tho delegation met and then prepored th0 form of the stat0-
ment to be presented to Undersecretary of State , Phillips, at the 
State Department in Washington. A draft of the proposed statemont 
had beon preparod by Mr. Wallach, r epresenting tho Amorican Jewish 
Committee, but the final statement had many changes and modifica
tions in it. Those rosulted frtom o two-hour conference prior to 
tho trip to the State Department. 

For your information I enclose a copy of the statement as 
finally submitted. I also enclo~a co py of th~ r eport of the do
legation's visit to the State Deportmont oppoaring in the New York 
Times, July 27, 1935. 

You have had exporienca with theso matters boforo and know what 
an cxcullont rocoption ~~. Phillips givos tho dologotions represent
ing tho Jowish orgonizotions. Ho did so in this instance, assuring 
the delegation not only of tho Dopartmont's gonerol interest in the 
subject, but about his willingness to give tho statemont more thon 
moroly general consideration. 

Whon the question of publicity to tho statoment was broochod, 
Mr. Phillips suggostod that it would be wisor mer ely to hove tho 
dologotion issue o stotomimt in which extracts of the document sub
mittod would oppcor, rather thon to have tho press corry tho entire 
statement. Ho so id thot if tho D0portm0nt m:·roly intcndod to gi vo 
no serious consideration to the dooum0nt, hE:• would authorize its 
complet e publication. Howcvor, os he intondod to givo it serious 
consideration, ho suggost0d thot tho dologotion wait till the Do
portmont took action on tho mottcr ond then publicity could be givon 
to tho wholo stotoment os Woll os to tho action by tho Doportmcnt. 

After tho interview the delegation returned to tho hotel ond 
thero hod lunch with oll th~ ovoiloble Jowish Congressmen, to wit, 
Bloom, Sobboth, Kohn, ond Coopormon. Unfortunotoly, sov~rol other 
Congressmon w0r0 obsont. Tho prirne objoct of tho mooting was to 
counsel tho Congressmen to refrain from spoeohos doaling with the 
general subj0ot. At tho some timo, the wholo situation W3S dis
cussod ond somo valuable viows dovolopod. 



://=2 Hon. Alfrod M. Cohen 

Thoro is to be n mocting of tho Joint Council shortly, possibly on Thursday. :My imprussion is tli.ot we nro thoro to discuss tho dovolopncnt of plonG to approach. o~gnnized Christion bodi • s, r cpr . sonting various donomino~ions~ for the purpose of dovoloping somo sort of joint expr ession of the S(•nti11cnt of mos t of thr.· pooplo in this coun
try, so tmt the Government v1iJ. l Jmov! of this s r:timcnt in somo forrol way, nnd perhaps convey it to tho Gorman Gov-Jrnmcnt. 

I think thnt the forc goi!1g brings you up to dote in this mo~tor. Of course, if -there is onythi:--ig furth1... r ·which you dosir o to know, vhioh 

... 
' 

I hove not touchGd on, I will bo glnd to answer nny inquiry yoU' may moko. 

I hove dict~tcd this l 0ttcr to one of the socrotorics of tho B'noi B1rith District office he;r0, and it v·ill ~o to you without first being rood by me. This I rim doing in tho inturost of o moro speedy communicotion, ond I hop0 thot you -r1ill excuse :ny foiluro to append my own signoture to this lctt0r. 

LF/LB 
ENCS. 

With vory b0st wishos, I beg to remain 

Sincerely yours, 

LOUIS FABRICANT 

Exe cut i vo Momb er 

Dictotod, but not r ~nd. 



COPY 

Hon. Alfred M. Cohen 
President, B1nai B'rith, 
Electric Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Brother President: 

Washington, D. c. 

July 26, 1935• 

Responsive to a long distance telephone call from Brother White, 
Secretary of the Order in New York, I attended a meeting this morning at 
the Mayflower Hotel of the group in which B1nai B'rith was represented by 
Brother· Louis Fabricant and myself, together with Louis Lipsky, Sidney 
Wallach, Dr. Samuel l.Iargoshes, Joseph Schlossky and Nathan Chanin. The 
foregoing represented respectively the .Am.erican Jewish Committee, the 
.American Jevdsh Congress and the New York Jewish Labor Organization. 

An appeal was carefully prepared in the formation of which all 
present participated, and thereupon, a previous appointment having been 
made, we met the Assistant· Secretary of Stato Phillips. The latter 
received us very cordially, with the result of his promise that he, 
together with Secretary Hull, then absent from the city, would decide 
what action, if any, could be taken consistent with diplomatic relations. 

The group reassembled for luncheon at 2:00 o'clock, at which there 
vra.s also present Representatives Florence Kuhn, Sabbath, Bloom ond 
Koppelman. 

After a. conference lo.sting about one und one-half hours. tho 
concensus of opinion prevailed that the New York delogation ·would 
ussemble in their city and invite rcprosentutives from the Catholic 
Church, tho Protestants, and Free Mn.sons, and determine upon some o.ppro
priutc action to meet the emergency now confronted by tho German sicgo 
of persecution. 

It wus thought tho.t bettor r osults would bo achieved by tho 
association of all prominent ,An,.crican orgunizutions rather thon by pro• 
cccding solely under Jovnsh auspices. 

As the mo.tter will no doubt progress you vrill havo further vrord on 
the sub joct from Brother Louis Fubr ic ante 

Yours truly and fro.tornully, 

M. D. Rosenberg. 



DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, President 
LOUIS UPSICY, Vice-President 
NATHAN D. PERLMAN 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
122 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 

Chairman Executive Committee 

MAX ROSENFIELD. Treasurer 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Si lver 
The Templ e 
~a.st 105 Street and nsel Rd 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Silver: 

December 15, 1935. 

This .tette oanes from Brodetsky in answer to my ov-vn. 
I am afraic ~hat situation is likely to grow ve-ry 
serious an:l I think both of us underst~d why the 
reaction is as it is in regard to Ha-ave.rah. 

1; ith hear tiest greeting, 

Sv t PRESIDENT 

DR. JOSHUA L. GOLDBERG 
National Secretary 

Cable Address: "CONGRESS" 

Telephone: 
LExington 2-58S0 



DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, President 
LOUIS LIPSKY, Vice-President 
NATHAN D. PERLMAN 

Chairman Executive Committee 
JACOB LEICHTMAN, Treasurer 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
122 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 

To the Jews of America: 

Cable Address: "CONGRESS" 

Telephone: 
LExington 2-5850 

~ 
-..__/ HE Jewish people have often been called upon to face periods of 

V depression, persecution and organized race and religious hatred. 

Throughout the long history of their suffering they have maintained themselves 

with courage and fortitude, at times have overcome hostility and prejudice, 

and often seemed to have entered into a new era of peace, equality and mu

tual understanding with the peoples among whom they lived. 

But at no time have so many heavy clouds lowered upon the House of 

Israel as in the past decade when it was thought the spirit of democracy 

and intellectual freedom would destroy the walls of race prejudice and religious 

bigotry. Once more it becomes necessary for the ancient race to rally in 

defense of their hard-won rights; to rebuild their ruined positions; through 

united effort to endeavor to recover the ground that has been lost in a large 

part of the civilized world; to take vigorous steps to make appeal for justice 

and fair play; and through their own consolidated strength to give organized 

support to those Jewries that face appalling political and economic difficulties 

which they are unable, through self-help, to overcome. 

At the end of the last World War, seemingly fought to make the world 

safe for democracy and to assure freedom for the smaller nationalities, in 

which Jews gave in full measure of their lives and property in defense of the 

lands of their birth, it was fondly anticipated that the Jewish people, too, would 

reap the benefits of victory, and that their equal status as citizens in all lands 

would be recognized and assured. 

Today, eighteen years after the signing of the Versailles Treaty, a wave 

of unprecedented anti-Semitism floods the larger part of Europe, and its rever-



berations are echoed throughout the world. Tyrannies and dictatorships of 
Governments and peoples control the destinies of many nations, and under 
these tyrannies the lot of the Jews is lower than the lowest. Their rights are 
trampled under foot with ruthless disregard of justice and humanity. They 
are hurled back to the fringe of the economic life which they have helped to 
create in the lands of their birth. A doctrine of hate and extermination is 
being preached by what was formerly one of the leading civilized countries 
in the world. Three million Jews have become the helpless victims of an 
uncontrolled anti-Semitism among the Polish people, whose Government pur
sues a policy of economic discrimination which renders the position of the 
Jews, both economically and politically, utterly untenable. 

Jewish achievements in Palestine, under the Mandate, have transformed 
chat land of desolation into a land that promises to become not only the 
haven for the victims of persecution, but also the National Homeland of the 
Jewish people. But even that Land of Promise encounters difficulties arising 
out of a recession of a generous promise on the part of the Mandatory Govern
ment, which has gradually washed away in large part the great pledge of the 
Balfour Declaration and the wartime covenants of the British Government. 

It therefore becomes imperatively necessary for the Jewish people with 
dignity, vigor and determination to present their demands fo, the recognition 
of their inalienable rights, their claim for justice and equality, to the enlightened 
public opinion of the world; to unite in defense of their ,ights and to endeavor, 
thrortgh cooperative efforts, to readjust and ,econstruct Jewish life within the 
economic structures of the nations of which they are a part. 

When the Great War came to its destined end, and the air was full of 
expectancy, and the feeling was keen that a new day was dawning, the various 
organized Jewries of the world sent their delegations to Versailles to present 
the cause of the Jewish people to the assembled nations. Under the influence 
of the democratic masses of American Jewry, the American Jewish Congress 
was convened, a program of demands was agreed to by all elements, and a 
distinguished delegation represented American Jewry at Versailles, headed by 
Judge Julian W. Mack and the late Louis Marshall. Delegations were present 
representing British Jewry, the Jews of France, the Jews of Poland, etc., and, as 
a result of their efforts, the rights of the Jewish people as a minority group, in 
those lands in which minority groups were recognized, were assured, and 
agreements were entered into and pledges were made by the reconstituted 
nationalities. The Balfour Declaration was incorporated in the Treaty of Peace, 



the Mandate for Palestine was issued to Great Britain, and the historic right 
of the Jewish people to build their Homeland there was recognized. 

With the adjournment of the Peace Conference there remained in existence 
over a period of years and until this day, a remnant of the Committee of 
Jewish Delegations representing to a large extent those Jewries sorely afflicted 
by persecution, to whom some of the Jewries of Western lands gave their 
full cooperation in defense of those rights achieved at Versailles. 

But the Committee of Jewish Delegations has been unable to win the 
united support and cooperation of important Jewish communities, who con
tinued their efforts independently and to the detriment of the unity and 
interests of the Jewish position, and sought in devious ways to achieve their 
purposes, but not in the way of unity of effort and program. An effective 
defense of the Jewish position becomes impossible without the creation and 
maintenance of a united Jewish front. 

It is therefore of the greatest importance to renew and strengthen the 
international representation of the ·whole Jewish people for the defense of 
their rights. In order that such a representation may be once more established 
with authority and with the backing of the whole Jewish people, various 

important Jewries and organizations, including the American Jewish Congress, 
have decided that the time has come for the summoning of the World Jewish 
Congress. A great deal of time has been lost in the preparations for such an 
all-inclusive Congress, and in paving the way to unity of action. But the grave 
situation that has developed in Jewish life, especially since the passing of the 
Nuremberg laws in Germany, ihe intensification of the policy of ,economic 
discrimination against the Jews of Poland, and the spread of the spirit of 
anti-Semitism throughout Europe, make the calling of an emergency World 
Jewish Congress an imperative necessity of the moment. 

The American Jewish Congress, acting as the organizing agency in the 
United States for the proposed World Jewish Congress, addresses itself to the 
organized Jews of America and to all Jewish national organizations, and 
invites their cooperation in the election of a delegation to represent American 
Jewry at a session of the World Jewish Congress to be held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, in August, 1936. 

The scope of the Congress is indicated by the tentative program 
promulgated. 

First: It is proposed to have submitted at the World Jewish Congress 
a comprehensive review of the political status of the Jews the world over, 



and the proposal is to be made that an executive body be set up, representative 

of the organized Jewries of the world, for the defense of the civil, political 

and economic rights of the Jews. 

Second: It is proposed to have submitted to the World / ewish Congress 

a review of the economic conditions under which the fews throughout the 

world live and subsist, and the proposal is to be made for the setting 

up of an economic institute to gather the facts with regard to the economic 

life of the Jewish people, and to cooperate in the reconstruction of the econ

omic life of Jews in any country in which their existence is threatened through 

discrimination and inequality. 

Third: It is proposed to consider the problem of /ewish emigration in all 

its phases, through a re11iew to be submitted of all Jewish activities in con

nection with Tewish wanderings, and it is proposed to set up an institute 

for the regulation ,and coordination of all fewish immigration agencies. 

The American Jewish Congress submits this appeal to the Jewish com

munity of America. It suggests that the defense and reconstruction of Jewish 

life cannot be undertaken from the local point of view of each Jewish com

munity. Disregard of the interrelated interests leads to ineffectiveness and the 

reduction of the Jewish problem to the aspect of elementary charity or philan

thropy. It is not possible for such Jewish communities as may be living under 

more favored conditions to avoid or evade the consequences of denial of Jewish 

right in any land. The deprival of right, the depression of any Jews to a position 

of inferiority, the spread of poverty and social disintegration, are matters that 

affect the conditions and interests of Jews the world over. 

We call upon the Jews of America to rally to the support of the World 

Jewish Congress, and urge their participation in the National Electoral Con

ference to be convened in Washington, D. C. on June 13th, 14th, 1936, at 

which the delegates to the World Jewish Congress will be elected. Through 

organized self-help and a vigorous defense of our rights we shall vindicate 

the traditions and ideals of our ancestors, and achieve our rightful position 

among the peoples of the world. 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

April 6, 1936 ~[~ 
President 

t::1 .. 
t1'f>tM ~~ 

Vice-President 



DR. STEPHEN S. WISE, President 
LOUIS LIPSKY, Vi~Presldent 
NATHAN D. PERLMAN 

Chairman Executive Committee 
JAOOB LEICHTMAN, Treasurer 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
122 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 

Cable Address: "CONGRESS" 

Telephone: 
LExtngton 2-5850 

My dear Rabbi Silvers 

I regard the participation ot the American Jewish community in the 
orsanization of the World Jewish Congress, as of the utmost impor
tanoe not only for the position of the Jews in the Diaspora, but 
also for the maintenance of our rights in Palestine. 

This seems to have been the view aooepted at the Administrative 
Committee of the Zionist Organization whioh was held reoentl.y, at 
whioh a resolution was adopted calling upon all Zionists to cooper
ate with the Amerioan Jewish Congress in the organization of the 
World Jewish Congress. 

The Amerioan Delegation to the World Jewish Con ress is to be eleo
ted at a National Conterenoe to be held in Washinton on June 13th 
and 14th. Delegates to the Washington Conference are to be elected 
by oommunity conventions. At these oommunity conventions, represen
tatives of all local organizations are to participate. 

I am sure that the Zionists of your oity will be faithful to the 
resolution adopted by the Zionist Administrative Committee, and I 
am hopeful that they will take the initiative in arranging for the 
eleotion of a representative delegation to attend the Washington 
Conferenoe. I should be grateful to you if you would write me, 
telling me what is being done in your oity. 

v~r~~rs, 

LOUIS LIPSEY 
Chairman 

Co11111ittee on World Jewish Congress 



.lrrr ,§!!»lf6: / 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Sil'Yer, 
The 'l'emple , 
East 105th St.• 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Sil'Yer: 

May 4, 1936 

ci!?1ut91191u• µiions1~ 
40 WEST 68 STREET 

NEAR C.ENTRA~ PARK 

I am 'Yery anxious to near from you about the results of your 

recent trip. I imagine you must ha,e had great meetings e'Yery

where and that you will have cheering news to report. 

I wrote to you some time ago about the norld Jewish Congress. 

I am of the hope that you are still thinking seriously about 

the problem which I subnitted to you. I do not wish to press 
you unduly. I look forward hopefully to your reply. 

I write particularly, dear Silver, to ask you about this. You 

will have seen tbat editorial in the Chicago Tribune of April 18th, 

which ie addressed to Justices Brandeis and Cardozo (I do not 

quote literally) asking them to have in mind tl:Bt they belong to 

minority groups and that it property ri ght s are to be Vi ola1ed, 

the next thing that may come to pass will be the 'Yioletion of 

racial and religious minorities. 

I need not point out to you how grave and disturbing that 

editorial is, and tlat it ia ot 111 omen ir it represents the 

mind of the Conaer'Yatives or America. 

I ha'Ye two quee tiona to ask of you. ( 1) Would you b9 ready to 
. 

4. 

write a 8f/Cial article for the June OPINION on these two alarming 

edi toriala • to use Louis Menn• s phrase, and ( 2) 1 t you could not 

write a tull article yourself, would you be ready to contribute 

500 or 1000 words to a symposium one 1, her or both of these editorials. 

lt would mean much to us, and l should be most grateful it you could 

do either one thing or t he other. 

With cordial greetings, 

Fait~s, 

SSW: 'I' • 



Dr. Step en J• i e, 
40 1eat 6th st., 
New Yor ' • • Y. 

y de, Dr • . 1 es 

• 6. 1936 

I ve •-en ock:1u ;.oout eo mu.ch 
returnin rom my nurn roua tripe .. ve bt:11 n a 
my work h re in conn ction 1th th l ~ 
which opens in Cleveland i1~xt SWl< ay, th, t 
hae tte· tly l· ·ed. 

• d U'OOD 

au orbed with 
Cai _.. • 1 • 

correa on enc• 

I had v ry ple ~"nt rn etin s 1n connection wi\h the 
.1el re C algna both in Indianapolis cmd Kansas Oily. 'lh• 
giving, · \11s ~ r, is on a more ~euer ua scale ev rywh re, 
reflectlnu, I 1 • 1ne, tne 1aroroved oo o. ic co 1\iona. 
•'ur C :n, • iit,11 in Cleveland, Jutl 1ng by the _ reli,!li ry_ ift• 
rec iv d, OU "h\ to be succes ful. Th· • y} so llJ\1Ch tor 
helpl ua .~et Sen:it r Klnc for our openin ~ eting. • 
cl 1,se n th-. 1. with cDou ld, 

I wish I could s 0 •¥• to eye with y on the 
a bJec, o the orlc Jew· sh Congreo1. IC' not in the 
llmlte4 •P c f · letter, 11 y · ~ I do not believe 1n 
th project. :; r ion•, I presU: e, • n t p ticularl.¥ 
or i lnu.1 r own to you. i en I ee• you t •0·<1• fu tu.re 
~eeting the t, I will telly~~ why I re rd the 
proJec\ a1 unwise d doomed to futili\y. 

~houl 1 ike to accommod~ te you and wr1 te 
an ar\1cle for the June "Opinion• on the ed1torlal• which 
a ,:. rd in the Christian Century and the Chicago Tribune. 
Unfort tely, I am 10 c l tely inmer1ed 1n the C a1p 
a• well a• in prep ation for my eonfir• tin Ser11ce \ha\ 
I am raid t t I will not bav tne time to do 1,. On \op 
of all that. l vet pr are a Baccal ureate A dreaa for 
th• Oracma,l&D xerci••• of the liebr w Union Coll ge. 



Dr. 1 • 

. -
, 19 6 

1 ue raiaed 1 t Chri t1an C tury 11 not 
new int asine d I d occasi n t rite· le thy 
lett rt riati C ntUJ7 two y • n ~o on t · t 
eubJect which w·,a publish d. I encl 1 a copy of 1\ 
h rewith. Y . will ee with th: t th Chri \ ian C 1 tUJ7 
•h~uld n t be t gonized. It• tora . uld be aw ed 
but not tt c ed. 

1th 1 

AliS: 

d I r • 1n 

V r c r 11 • 
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February 6, 1934 

Editor, 
The Christian Century, 
440 So. Dearborn St., 
C 1icago, Ill. 

Dear Sir: 

Will you permit me to comment on the article 
of Joseph Ernest !cAfee which recently a~peared in 
the Christian Century under the title "Jewish 
Solidarity in America." 

The space of a letter does not permit a seriatim 
refuta tion of the doctrines propounded by !r. McAfee. 
They are very reminiscent of the opinions of another 
ChriEtian friend of th~ Jews, Mr. ilfred William 
At· ony which was also expressed in the Christian 
Century a few months ago. 

Suffice it to indicate at the outset that r. 
Mc fee's contact ith J ewish life and thought must be 
very circumscribed if he could not find an;y Jewe to 
agree that the Jew himself bears a share of the 
responsi ility for the unfortunate social clashes 
which have existed and do now exist. He need not 
peruse our voluminous literature of t e past for 
abundant evidence of national self-reproach and 
cas tigation. He need only scan present-day Jewish 
literature and periodicals to discover how mercilessly 
and almost morbidly t e Jew analyzes imself and shoulders 
r esponsibility for priva te and national delinquencies, 
even hen thPse do not actually exist. Our share of the 
guilt, however, is not where r. McAfee locates it - i our 
strong group consciousness. Rather it is to be found in 
our frequent apostasy from the high ethical ideals of our 
faith, and from cts of isloyalty to the soul and destiny 
of our people. 

Mr. !cAfee is clearly opposed to the existence of 
varied social groups in American society. He takes it for 

anted that the American society ( hich he never defines) 
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has suffered II social woes0 because of it. But how? He 
makes no attempt to explain or to specify, nor does he indicate 
on what oasis of history or theory of .AJilerican democracy he 
posits his dogma that there must be only one social group 
in America nor does he enlighten us on what he understands by 
11 one social group. u 

Nor does Mr. AcAfee take the trouble to prove his con
tention that the self-ccrmsciousness of the Jewish community 
in this country has been II socially baneful". Wherein? Have the 
Jews failed in their political or civic duties? Have they 
refused to participate in the political life of this nation as 
citizens? Have they refused to send their children to the 
public schools of the country and its institutions of higher 
learning, preferring to isolate themselves in parochial schools 
or in denominational colle6es? Are they not represented largely 
in all the cultural activities of American life, in literature, 
the arts, the sciences and the professions? Are not Jewi h 
business men eager to join all the "characteristic" American 
business groups, the lodges and fraternal organizations 
wherever tney are admitted? Have Jews ever refused to join 
non-Jewish social clubs, or professional associations, when 
invited? Have Jewish workin6 en not joined in the la or movement 
in this country? Have not Jewish co.11!mmities pooled t eir 
philanthropic efforts in many of our large cities in common 
community chests? Have Jews not shared in all the national 
movements making "for the enrichment of our corrmon life?" 

Wherein has the group consciousness of the Jews in 
American been n socially baneful 11 ? What socially desirable 
activities in American life have Jews refused to share in? 
Wherein is the Jew holding back? 

In what way does the desire of the J ~• to care for his 
own dependents because he understands them best, or to 
organize in defense of his persecuted brethren turoughou.t 
the world, or to teach his children the language, history, 
and literature of his race along with those of the country, 
or to assist in the upbuilding in Palestine of a homeland for 
his people where the homeless of his race and the culture of 
his race may find a haven, or to preserve the beautiful 
customs of his people ;hich are at one and the same time 
both religious and social in character (for no distinction 
between the p purely religious and the social ever existed 
in Judaism) - in what wa;y are thP-se "focal centers of reoellion 
against common and wholesome social tendencies", and in what 
wa;y do they interfere in Hthe common life of the comnnmity'1 ? 
l#tYahHeio&ertiiJ~ie! eEe8H&thfl; ff$~v~f~~wir1ff~fn oli;ni;:iduals 
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w;q, so long as, to quote John Stuart 1ill, 11 he does not 
attempt to deprive others of theirs, or impede their 
e .::':f' orts to obtain it." 

a. McAfee thinks of the Jews only as a religious 
community, and allows them only the right of religious freedom. 
If the Jew would su.rrenuer everything except his "personal 
religious views11 - all would be well with him. The anti-
Semitic disease would then disappear. The Ge 1-rnan Jew for 
decades practised the very theory of assimilation which }r. 
McAfee now prescribes for the .American Jew. They tried in 
all ways not to be differ ent. Their group consciousness had 
dwindled to a vanishing point. InteJt-marriage was wide
spread among them. There was very easy egress from the 
group and no ingress to speak of ..• Many joined the Christian 
church or became 11 konfessionslos8 • And yet - such is the 
patent uankruptcy of the whole thesis of r. McAfee - the 
most virulent anti-Semitism developed in Germary, and in place 
of a self-willed II difference 11 - a legal. prescriptive and 
discriminating 11 difference 11 was forced upon them as a mark 
of shame. Even non-Aryan Christian clergymen who certainly 
never suffered f rom excessive Jewish group-consciousness have 
been 11 differentiated" and stigmatized in the land of classic 
Jewish assimilation. 

One wonders whether Mr. McAfee is not unconsciously 
hankering after an American social and cultural gleich
schal tung after the model of I.azi Deutschtum, an .American 
species of "national concentration" of the variety which is 
devastating the free life of Europe today? 

11 Social unity'' or II cultural uni ty11 is just as dangerous 
a slogan to raise in modern society as "racial uni ty11 • In 
fact the one a inevitably leads to the other. In Nazi Germany 
they have quite naturally, been "coordinated11 into one German
Nord · c-Aryan dogma of in1allibility. 

To many noble ideals of manking are oeing broken on 
the wheel of totalitarian obsessions in tr4e world today for 
liberal churchmen who value individualism and exalt personality 
to permit themselves to become champions of "unification" 
crusades in American life. Some do it in the name of theology. 
Others in the name of anthropology. Still others, like Mr . 
. cAfee, in the name of sociology. Their inspiration and 
their objectives are, however, the same. 11 Juda VerreckeJ" 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
~. 105th at Ansel Roed, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Hillel:-

! run enclosing letter just 
a good friend of mine, 9.Ild 

terest in Jewish problems. 
tory. 

June 1, 1956 

received from E. I. Kaufmann, 
one who has taken a great in

The letter is self-explana-

I look to you for advice on matters of this kind, rea
lizing that your daily intimate contact enables you to 
form a more comprehensive grasp f the situation as it 
affects not only American Jewry, but Jewry over the whole 
world. 

tam inclined to agree with my friend Ed Kaufmann on the 
point that he raises, but don't want to subscribe to a 
program of procedure just because he happens to be a 
friend of mine - even though I have confidence in his 
judgment - especially when I know that there are so many 
cross-currents and viewpoints on this controversial sub
ject. 

I am just wondering if you would not be good enough to 
drop me a line and let me know how you feel about it. 
I will appreciate it very much. 

Please return Mr. Kaufmann•s letter for my files. 

ith best regards, remain, 

Sincerely, 

b/#,11 
HSR:RAN 

---



J 3, 19:76 

r. Hir Rivi \a, 
In us t rial n on Corpor;. ti n, 

. t a.\ l1"ord, 
Cl , Oh o. 

• r Hirama 

h rew th 'r. Xaufmai.w 1 a 
1 tt r. tt,1 • it. 

it, at l , I r in 

V c rd1 l.y yours, 
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EDMUND I. KAUFMANN Homer Building 
Washington, D.O. 

t.lay 29, 1936. 

Dear Friend: 

Enclosed herewith you will please find a statement, 
which I took part in preparing, and which is being sent to respon
sible leaders throughout the country. Many more out of town sig
natures could have been secured, but the element of time pl~ed an 
important factor. I am sending this letter to all uzy- friends and 
because of the munber, I mu.st necessarily eliminate the usual 
personal note. 

Under the leadership and direction of Dr. Stephens. 
Wise and Mr. Louis Lipsky, the American Jewish Congress has chosen 
representatives to meet in Washington on June 13th to carry forward 
plans necessary to hold a World Jewish Congress in Geneva during 
the month of August, and to select seventy .American delegates to 
attend this Congress. The seventy delegates selected will undoubted
ly be looked upon, both at home and abroad, as representing American 
Jewry and the voice of World Jewry. 

I have no reason to doubt the sincerity of either Dr. 
Wise or Mr. Lipslq, but I am of the firm opinion that they are doing 
something that will work an inmeasurable amount of harm for the six
teen million Jews in the world, without an opportunity of doing any 
good, and will furnish propaganda for the anti-Semitic forces here 
and abroad. 

If the World Jewish Congress is held and delegates 
are sent, regardless of how chosen, I presume they will have the 
right of free discussion and each delegate may voice his opinion on 
8Zf3' subject he choo,aes. Everything said at this Congress wi ll be 
fully reported by the world's leading newspapers, and regardless of 
whether we approve or disapprove, we wi l l have to share 8IJ¥ liabil
ities created, as no distinction of Jews will be made by Christians. 

I have before me a pamphlet issued by the American 
Jewish Congress as of April 1936, entitled 11 Some Questions and 
Answers regarding World Jewish Congress", and from this pamphlet 
it appears that the World Jewish Congress at their meeting in Geneva 
intends to regu.late Jewish organizations here in .America and speak 
for World Jewry. 

A8 an American I oppose a World Jewish Congress being 
held in Geneva, or elsewhere. In~ opinion there should never be a 
union of World Jewry. and as an American Jew I prefer that we be per
mitted to choose our own leaders and eatabliah ou.r own overseas relief 
organizations without foreign interference. 

l'bat asaurancea have we that the World Jewish Congrese 
will not be turned into a political Jewieh Congress, and what assurances 
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have we that some of the delegates may not advocate Co~nuniam as a 
solution of the world's problems? 

Du.ring the last two months, thousands of earnest men 
and women, all over themuntry, interested in the rebuilding of 
Palestine and furnishing relief to their stricken fellow Jews abroad, 
have set aside their duties and devoted their time for the purpose 
of raising funds. Do you think it is fair that their wishes in the 
matter should not be considered, and do you think it fair that the 
.Americ~n Jewish Congress, who do not represent more than 1i of Ameri
can Jews, shall decide what is best for the other 9~? 

The American Jewish Congress, the American Jewish 
Committee and the Anti-Defamation League spend thousands of dollars 
a year combating anti-Semitism in this country, and while there is a 
question of the need of these three organizations, nevertheless, we 
have them and contribute toward their support. Now, is it fair for 
one of these organizations to select seventy uninstructed delegates 
to speak for four million American Jews and run the risk of destroy
ing the effectiveness of their work here at home? 

It has been reported to me that the Zionist Organization 
of American has. approved the World Jewish Congress. I would imagine 
that this organization would have its hands full in its work toward 
rebuilding Palestine and getting converts to the cause. I am of the 
further opinion that it is bad judgment on their part to co:nmit them
selves to sometning that may do Palestine considerable harm without 
the hope of doing it any good. ThAre is the further danger that as 
fast as able men lead non-Zionists into the organization that there 
is an effort on the part of others to lead them out. 

A meeting will be held in Washington directly for the 
purpose of approving or disapproving tne holding of a World Jewish 
Congress. 

Whatever your feelings may be in the matter, I would ap-
preciate if you would immediately write or telegraph your views to 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise, 
American Jewish Congress 
221 fest 57th St. 
New York City 

and send a copy of your letter or telegram to me. 

From the length of this letter you can see how terribly 
apprehensive I am of the great amount of harm that might be done by 
holding this Congre ~s, and I would appreciate very much if you can 
see your way clear, besides writing of telegraphing, to see and 
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explain this situation to your friends and as~ t em to do the same 
ting, re uesting them to send me conies of their communication to 
Dr. Wise. 

EIK/H 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) E. I. Kaufmann 
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Babbi A H Silver 
The Temple 

SALMON P. HALLE 
924 HANNA BUILDING 

CLEVELAND 

Ansel Rd & E 105th St 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Babbi Silver: 

Letters and telegrams have come to the under
signed within the past several days, calling our attention to 
plans for a Session of the .American Jewish Congress, to take 
place in Washington on June 13th, for the selection of seventy 
American delegates to the World Jewish Congress in Geneva in 
August. 

~ considerable sentiment prevails against the 
holding of a World Jewish Congress, because of the grave im
plications to world Jewry, which may possibly emanate from the 
Councils and decisions of such a Congress. 

le are asked to invite for conference a group 
of our friends and local conmunity leadera, to discuss the Con
gress plans and to formulate an expression of our views to be 
transmitted to Dr Stephen S Wise, the Cbairrm.n of the Congreas. 

May we therefore invite you to meet with us 
and others at hmcheon on Monday, June 8th, at 12:15 o'clock, 
in a priva te dining room of tbe Mid-Da.y Club. 

~1• meeting bas nothing to do with the rais
ing of any funds, but is solely for the purpose here stated, 
of developing an expression of our personal sentiments to be 
conveyed to the Congress leadership. 

We are , 

June 2, 1936. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hiram S Rivitz 
Salmon P Halle 

) 
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.ir S . P. Halle, 

924 Hanna Bldg. , 

Cleveland, Ohio. 



I shall be lad to d the Conf rence 

which yo h ve call r onday on, 

June 8th at the ~id-D Club. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 8, 1936 

A dinner will be given to Dr. Stephen S. Wise , 
President of the American Jewish Congress, on 
Sunday evening , June 14th , at the Vi illard Hotel, 
after the adjournment of the National Conference . 

The dinner will be in the nature of a Fare1ell 
to Dr. Wise who leaves on June 16th for London 
to cooperate with Dr. Chaim ve i zmann , President 
of the J ewish Agency for Palestine in negotia
tions of high importance that have a bearing 
upon the present situation i n Palestine and also 
to visit Poland in the interests of the World 
Jewish Congress , preliminary to the opening of 
the Congress at Geneva on August 8th. 

A large attendance of delegates and friends, ap
preciative of the extraordinary and varied Jewish 
services rendered by Dr . Wise, especially during 
the past year , is expected at the dinner . 

You are cordially invited to participate in this 
tribute to Dr. Wise and to indicate on the en
closed card whether we may look forward to your 
presence . 

LL- rn 
BBC. 

Very cordially yours, 

,0 ' 
~ 

Louis Lipsky 
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