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AMERICAN JEWISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 
FOR SUFFERERS FROM THE WAR 

103 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi A. H. SilTer, 
1529 Guardian Bldg., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi S11Ter: 

DAVID A. BROWN 
CHAIRMAN NATIONAL APPEAL 

HENRY H. ROSENFELT 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

January 7th. 1924 

Sinoe the annonncem9nt was recently made that the American 
Jewish Belief Committee haa colleoted the unprecedented sum 
ot over eixty-three million 4ollare and hat this work ia now 
to be terminated, I have been besieged by requests from all 
over the country th~t ~n imperishable record be made ot the 
monumental effort in which you aLd other leaders have played 
such an important part in the saving of thousanda ot lives ot 
our atrloken brethren in the lar Areas ot Eastern Europe. 

Thie has inspired me to accept the duty which they have urged 
upon me, because of my service in this work for over seven 
Jaara. I have therefore begun the preparation of this book 
which I purpose to make into a big human interest story, tell
ing how from the small beginning there was created a great 
n~tional organization operating without friction in forty
eight States, each unit of whi ch was composed of re~reeen a
tlve Jewish men and women who gave without stint of their time, 
money and energy. 

I shall also record the magnificent service in our Campaigns 
of suoh leading non-Jews as Herbert Hoover, Pierre Dupont 
of ll l mington, Del., who underwrote the Campaign in that 
State, I. C. Sweet. a leading banker of Denver ·and now GoYer
nor ot Colorado who w~a our Colorado chairman in 1919, B. F. 
Bush, President of the 11ssour1-Pac1f1c Railway and team cap
tain in the St. Louis appeal, Sir Edmund Walker. President ot 
the Canadian Bank of Commerce, George Eastman of Rochester, 
B. Y .• George P. Johnson. Pre1ident of the Endioott-Jobneon 
Shoe Company ot Binghamton, B. Y. and many other great-hearted 
men whose sympathies towards stricken humanity were above race 
or creed. 

Soares ot heart-gripping incidents and many humorous episode• 
shall aleo be permanentlJ recorded betore they are lost in 
oblivion. The letter ot the old Indian Missionary which brought 
us more than a halt-million dollars will be published. Bow a 
janitor in a great factory tound our letter to hls wealthy 
employer in the waste-basket an4 as a result made a collection 
among the employee, is a 1tor1 which cannot help but thrill all 
who read it. The incident ot a J)rominent c1t1sen of Anniston, 
Ala. with a Jewish name who wrote us tbat be wae not ot our faith 
but euggeeted aa chairman, the leading Jew 1n that commun1t7 -
Mr. Columbne Smith,- 1• one ot the man7 b1ta ot humor which will 
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enrich this volume. And the little negro newsboyot 
Duluth. Minn. who gave the entire proceeds of his week's 
work to the Jewish Relief Fund because he had heard that 
Mr. Julius Boaenwald was interested in our cause, is 
anotha~ incident well worth perpetuating. There are 
many more occurrences of throbbing interest. 

As you can see, this book has already been written by the 
seven thousand people who have taken part in the work 
ot the American Jewish Relief Committee. I shall merely 
be a chronicler of their deeds and my aim will be to 
simply tall the true story of tha various campaigns which 
have resulted in this epoch-making sum. And I want also 
to point out the spiritual significance ot this great 
effort in its relation to Jewish life in America, and 
1n the relation of Jew to non-Jew. for the Jewish Belief 
Campaigns marked the first time in our history when we 
called upon our non-J wish friends who responded so will
ingly to the call as sounded by ex-United States Senator 
Willard Salisbury of Delaware who at a fund-raising 
dinner said: "This ls not only a Jewish movement - it 
is a human movement!" 

I should like to have an expression from you and a few 
other leading Jews of America who have been a vital 
factor in our work and whose association has been such a 
great joy to me. as to whether this volume would be of 
personal interest to you. An early reply will be tre
mendously appreciated. 

Sincerely 



I 
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OFFICE OF THE SZCRETJilY 

\!.i1.SlIINGPON 

iAr. Henry H. Rosonfelt, 
American Je\Jish Relief Com,11 ttoe, 
103 :Fark 1~venue, 
Nevi York City. 

Dear ur. Rosen-felt: 

Jcnuery 10, 1924. 

I hmre your lotter of Jonuary a, 1924 telling rae of the 

book \"Jhioh you propose writing in rEg,ard to ~"1.e \,ork of the 

.American Jei,·1ish Relief Committee. 

I think that this will be a fine thing as I feel that the 

aotivi ties of that 00~11 ttee have represented one of tbe most 

inspiring chapters in the history of Amerioa•s unselfish effort 

to relieve distress through Eastern Europe during the post ~ar 

period. 

Yours faithfully• 

( SIGN:JD ) Hill.J T I·!OOV]ll 



~WHITEHOUSE 
\/Afl!IiiGi'OlT 

Your a.nnotll1Ceir£nt that the work of the acerioan 

Je\-1 ish Relief Cornmi ttae is 11c,;1 on the paint of ter

m1na.tion9 brings a str1k.1llg reminder of the eztent, 

the generosity azx1 the efficienoy of this effort 

during the long P3ri0d that 1 t ha.a beon carried on. 

~a s ta.te~nt that no less than ~63 ,ooo .ooo i./38 

raised SDI distributed ln the course of this \?ork 

is the tt10St impressive suggestion of the ,mgnitUde 

of the irograLle It ls pu-tioularly good to know 

that a i:erl'!J8.uent record 18 to be .ale that will be 

in fUture a re::-il1nder of this phase of Amerioa•s great 

\10tk for relief of stlfferlng and privation throughout 

the world, and I n.:'l ;ooro than glad you have given oo 

opportunity to contribute rrry O\,n \/Ord of co;nme:ndation 

and ondorso;nent 1n that 001u1ect ion. 

: 10;3 t sil1oerely yours, 

{ SI ~ TED) c1 .. 1·v IU COOLIDGE 

lt:r. H8D17 He Ros en felt, 
f...merloan Jo•,:iah llellef Co:-:unlttee, 
103 :R\rlc ii. venue, 
llcw Yol1c 01 ii'• 
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FELT 

103 PARK 

ew York 

T el pho ne 2615 Vanderbi lt 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 

Cleveland 
Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 
Fourteenth 
l 9 2 4 

ccept my heartfelt thanks for 

your ,cind expressions of approval of the book 

which I am writ in0 • 

Your letter has embodied most 

effectively the thesis wh ic I will endeavor 

to put across. 

HHR :re 




