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lan f. troock 

Room A-2():3, 270 Park Avenue, c, York 17, . Y. 

Rab bi Ab b3. Hill el 
'll:t e Temple 

MUrra Hill 8-1654 

Ea.st 105th Street and Ansel Roe.d 
CleveL9.Dl 6, Ohio 

Dee.r Rabbi Hillel: 

Mlrch 4th 
l 9 5 3 

Albert f. Greenfield After very nearly a full year of planning and hard mrk, we are now 
Chairman, 
Finance Committee ready to subnit to the Tercentenary committee of 300, and to the en-

'-imon G. Kramer tire conmuni ty' a carefull.y considered program. for the ccmmemoration 
Chairman, in 1954-55 of the 300th ami versary of Jewish settlEm1ent in the United 
Committee ~n Religio~~ . States. Various working co:rmuttees have considered all aspects of the 
and Educatwnal P11rt1C1pat1on 

alo W. Baron 
Chairman, 
Committee on 
Research and Publications 

David B rn tein 
Executive Director 

.. 

forthcoming observance - scope and thEme, program, finances and ad-
ministrative :problEIJlS. The time has at last come when their recommen
dations are ready to be placed before the full national. committee for 
its serious consideration, for such cmnges as it may deem suitable, 
and for fiml approval. 

I take great :plea.sure, therefore, in inviting you to atteni the first 
full meeting of the Tercentenary Committee of 300, which will be held 
at the HotE,l Commodore in New Yor k City on Saturday evening, A;rril 11th, 
aDd Sunday, April 1 2th, 1953. 

The decisions made at this meeting will determine both the nature and 
the success of the forthcoming observance, and will be vital to the for
mulation of a meaningful and effective program. 'lb.at we decide at the 
meeting will have a lasting effect u:pon our own understanding of our
selves as American Jews e.s well as upon the image of the American Jew 
in American life. le look to you, as a distinguished .Alilerican Jew, to 
share in the naking of these decisions. 

In the near tutu.re we shall send you a capy of the agenla and other 
mte:rials for the meeting, as well as the names of the :prominent per
sonalities mo will address the Saturday evening dinner and the Sunday 
luncheon, and will take part in the business sessions on Sunday. 

I am confident you will \411D.t to attend this vitally lltl!)ortant meeting. 
In order to facilitate our pre-parations for the conference, won't you 
please fill out and retum the enclosed card at your earliest convenience~ 

1654 - 1954 

Sincerely yours, 

ph E. Ssuruel 
i.rne.n 
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Room A-203, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 8-1654 

:Rabbi Abba illel Silver 
The Temple 
105th street at Ansel Rood 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

1arch 20th 
1 9 5 3 

As you know, the ;oot anniversary of Jewish settlement in the 
United states will be observed in September 1954 . Thie anni
versary will provide American Jews with an opportunity to re
view the three centuries of Jewish life in this cotmtry and to 
rededicate themselves to the spiritual values of Judaism and 
American ideals. 

The American Jewish Tercentenary Committee wae organized some 
months ago for the purpose of developing and carrying out plane 
for the celebration on a scale worthy of the occasim. In pl n
ning this celebration, the P1rticipation of synagogues and Jewish 
schools is of the utmost importance. 

I have been asked to serve as chairman of the Connnittee en Reli
gious and FA.ocational Participation. Mr. Harry starr, President 
of the American Asscciaticn for Jewish :Education, ie co-chairman 
of this committee. In order ·to nake possible a truly eucceseful 
observance, we are organizing a national committee of religious 
and educaticnal leaders in the American Jewish c omnnmity which 
will have the reepaisibility of ccriducting these vital spects of 
the observance . I therefore take great pleasure in inviting you 
to serve on this committee . 

Since you are a member of the overall Camnittee of 300, I need 
not remind yo that the lfatiaial Planning Conference for the Ter
centenary will be held in New York City m S turday evening, 
April 11th, and all day Sunday, April 12th. I trust that you pl.an 
to be with us at that cmference, and I lock forward to the oppor
tunity, at the business eeeeiaie an Sllll.Clay, to discuss with you 
the various propoeale for the religious and educatiCll81 portion of 
the Tercentenary program. I would appreciate it, however, if you 
would let me know at your earliest ccnvenience that you are accept
ing the invitaticm to participate in the work of thie camnittee . 

1654 - 1954 

Simon G. Kramer, Chairman 
Committee en Religious and 
Fn.tr::atialB.l Participation 
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NATIONAL PLAmlU CONFERENCB 

AMERICAN JJNISB TERCU'l'ENAR! COMMI'l"l'EE 

HOTEL CONK>DOBE, NJLW YOBK 
I 

SUNDAY, APBll 12m, 1953 

BUSillESS SE.SSION • RALPH E. SAMUEL, Presiding 

Mr. Samuel, welcomed the membera and friend.a of the American Jewish 
Teroenteaaey CoDIILi ttee, and called upon Judae Simon B. Rifkind, chairman of tbe 
Membership Col!llittee, to present the report on behalf' of hie COJIIDlittee, which is 
composed of Mrs. Irvins M. Engel, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Dr. David de Sola Pool, 
and Mr. Alan M. Stroock. 

Jugge Rifkind aaid that, from the besinnins, it vae clear tbat tbe 
magnitude of the national Tercentena17 COlllllittee -- b7 nature a aovernins body 
designed to give direction, tone and purpose to the forthcomlns observance -
would have to be limited, and the Committee vae therefore limited to 300 members, 
"a cross-section of Jewish leadership in America in terms ot ideological Tievpoint, 
geographical location, organizational and religious affiliation." Be eaid that 
membership was not determined on the basis ot formal representation; no member of 
the national Comittee officially represents any orsanization, but orsanizat101181 
affiliations were considered to be indications of standing in the oonaunity. 
Judge Rifldnd said: 

"Over a year ago a Provisional Committee was hastily assembled tor the 
purpose of establishing a formal Committee. At the first meetlns of this pro
visional group it was recognized that we must make a conscious effort to assure 
an adequate reflection of all segments of the oornrnnni ty. A Membership Collllli ttee 
was appointed for this purpose ••• • We have not often had to tace resistance to 
membership on the Committee, but we have time and asain had the difficult problem 
of m1nta1n1ns a healthy balance among the many individuals who have expressed 
their eagemesa to serve. We have undoubtedly made errors, particularly aer1oua 
omissions from our membership~ From time to time, over the past year, we bave mat 
to consider additional susseations." 

As of April 12, 1953, the national CODlli ttee membership stood at 278, eo 
that there was still some mrgin of play to correct "some of our more grievous 
errors." Be said members were from 42 states, the District ot Columbia and the 
Virgin Islands. They include Zionists, non-Zionists, and anti•Zioniats; every im• 
portant Jewish national orsan1zat1on; Orthodox, Conservative, and Refom Jews, and 
Jews without anJ ·s,naaoguaJ. affiliations; as well as businessmen, labor leaders, 
rabbis, scholars, acientista, writers, connunal leaders, and men in all the pro
fees1ons. "We have deacendanta of the original settler• in Bew Amsterdam as well 
aa the neweat ot the new Americans. We have a croas-aectioml slice of aver, 
varied group of people who only have two OOJD)n denominatoras tbe7 are Americana 
and they identity themselves as Jws." 

Juctse Ritkind ea1d tbat tbe Memberahip COIIDittee bad triecl to reflect 
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the philosophy stated in the statement on Tercentenary Scope and 'l'heme: "We do 
not believe that the Tercentenaey should be made a vehicle tor propagation of~ 
particular 1daolo81 in American Jewish life." He said that, as the need arises 
in the future to readJuet the composition of the national Committee, the Member
ship Ccm:m1ttee will continue to function within this same framework. 

Jwl8e Ritld.nd's report was unanimouel7 approved by the meeting. 

llOMIBATIONS 

Mr. Samuel then called upon Mr. Harry L. Lurie to present the report of 
the Special Committee on Nominations, which was composed of Dr. Louie I, Dublin, 
Mrs. Irving M. Ensel, Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, and Justice Justine Wise Polier, with 
Mr. Samuel ex-officio and Mr. Lurie as Chairman. 

Mr. Lurie said that the Nominationa Committee, in addition to ·sussestine 
a Chairman, 'l'reaeurer, Secretaey, and Chairman of the Finance Committee, proposed 
that several Co-Chairmen be elected to share with the Chairman the responsible 
tasks of the national Committee. Be said the Resional Chairmen would also assume 
some measure of reapons1b111ty tor celebrations in various communities thro118hout 
the United States. He said that the Nominations Committee further reconnended the 
election of Honorary Vice-Chairmen, who would represent a distinguished croee
eection of American Jewry and whose names, prestige and partioipe.tion would 
strengthen the work of the CODDi ttee. 

Mr. Lurie then read the 11st of nominations. Dr. David de Sola Pool 
(Nev York) susgested that many of those nominated as Honorary V1ce-Cha1men should 
be elected Vice-Chairmen, with the implication that they would be working officers. 
Mr. Lurie commented that the te:m Vioe-Cllaiman, when applied to a larse sroup, 
did not carrJ very lllUCh appeal. Mr. Harry L, Golden {Charlotte, North Ca?'911na) 
said that the Southeast should be represented amons the Co-Chairmen, Honorary 
Vice-Chaimen, and Regional Chairmen. Mr. Archibald Silverman (Providence, Rhode 
Island} felt that those who would be called upon to do the "spade work'' in fund• 
raisins should also be amone the offioere of the CODlllittee. Mr. Lurie said that, 
while all who were concerned with the Tercentenar, should feel some responsibility 
tor ra1s1ne funds, his CoDlllittee had not made this the prime consideration in 
me.kins its nominations, Mr. Herbert R. Abeles (South OraESe, Nev Jerse1) moved 
that the lominatins Committee be authorized to add such names and take euoh other 
aotion regarding the 11st of officers as they deemed wise. 

The report ot the lfominatins Committee was put to a vote and unanimously 
carried. Mr. Abeles' motion wae then seconded and unanimously carried. (The 
lom1nat1ns CODlllittee subsequently decided to merge the list of Co-Chairmen and 
Honorary Vice-Chairmen into a single 11st ot Aesooiate Chairmen, and the full 11st 
of pemanently elected officers ot the Tercentenary follows: Maxwell Ab bell, 
Samuel Belkin, Jacob Blaustein, Ernest Bloch, Maurice N, Eieendrath, Mrs. Irving 
M. Ensel, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Max J. Etra, Louie Finkelstein, Felix Frankfurter, 
Julian rreeman, Nelson Glueck, J'rank Goldman, Israel Goldstein, Horace M. Kallen, 
Irving Kane, Philip M. nutzniclc, Herbert B. Lehman, H. Leivick, Louis E. Levinthal, 
Louie Lipsky, Edgar J. Ba than, Jr., Abraham A. Neuman, Justine Wise Polier, 
D. de Sola Pool, Jaoob s. Pototsky, Joseph M. Proskauer, Simon B. B1flc1Dd1 Samuel 
I. Roseman, A. L, Sachar, Henry E. Schultz, Abba Hillel Silver, Simon B. Sobelotf 
SeiJ•n A. waanen, Bdvard M. M. Warburs, J'rank L. Weil), 
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Room A,203, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 8-1654 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

April 15th, 
1 9 5 3 

East 105th Street at .Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am delighted to inform you that, at the National 
Planning Conference of the American Jewish 
Tercentenary Committee on April 12, 1953, you were 
unanimously elected to the co-chairmanship of the 
Tercentenary Committee. 

It will be a great honor to the Committee, and an 
assurance of the success of the observance, if you 
will accept this important post of leadership in 
.organizing the Tercentenary. 

Miy I have word of your acceptance as early as possible? 

With all good wishes, 

1654 - 1954 

Sincerely yours, 

Ralph E. 
Chairman 
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Room A-203, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 8-1654 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Templ e 
East 195t h s t . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 5th 
1 9 5 3 

I am writing to you in your new capacity as an officer of the 
American Jewish Tercentenary Committee. You may recall that 
at the Planning Conference last April the members of the Com
mittee of 300 elected Co-Chairmen and Honorary Vice - Chairmen 
for the Tercentenary. At the same time the Conference adopted 
a resolution delegating to the Nominating Committee the authori
ty to take such further action as might be useful in organizing 
effective machinery for the observance itself. 

It has become apparent in the pa st few weeks that for a variety 
of reasons -- not least of which, perhaps, is the problem of 
protocol -- it would be preferable, in terms of our letterhead 
and other publicity, to combine the two lists and identify both 
those who were elected as Co-Chairmen and those who were elected 
as Honorary Vice-Chairmen under a new title of Associate Chairmen. 
The Nominating Committee has, therefore, taken such action and I 
am sending you this letter to notify you to this effect. 

I am confident that you will understand the reasons for our act
ing in this way. 

With all good wishes, 

1654 - 1954 

yours, 

H. L. Lurie, Chairman 
Nominating Committee 
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AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY COMMITTEE 

270 Park Avenue, New York 17, ~.Y. 
I. 

Honorable ilbert J. Robertson 
Assistant Postmaster General 
Bureau of Finance 
U.S. Post Office Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Robertson: 

May 18th 
1 9 5 3 

At the suggestion of Colonel Harold Riecelrn.an, Acting Pos-t.ma~ter of New York, 
and on behalf of the American Jewish Tercentenary Committee, I have the honor 
to submit to you our formal request that the United States Post Office Depart
ment issue a special cou1II1et1or:..ti·ve st.cw.p in 1954 t0 m;irk the ;OOth &nniversary 
of Jewish settlement in the Unitec. States. 

This historic event will be ce].abrated from Soptcr;ib0r 195.!.. through Ma:1- 1955. 
It will provide an opportui-iit:.'" for all Ji.m.ericc.ns to mark a memorable date in 
the early hi story of ou::- c~:.ltr~·ty, a:1ci als-:J t:> give recognition "to -c,r..e role 
that Jews -- a.long with all 0:..he~ America~s -- have played in the making cf 
America thro1.Jgh three cer·turi~s.. This anHivarsary, there:ore, ·will have sig
nificance not only to five LI-: __ ]_ion Ju::erica.'"l Jews but to a:!..l 2.58 milli:>n citi
zens of the Uaited S-t,at~s . It. will be c. triht:te to the Ar.1erica:1 way of ~ife 
which has made tn~.s natj_on a ~o,;.:-ce of st~er-gth and a synbcl of freedom lcr all 
the world. 

The national Tercentenary Coilllilittce, wnich is organtzi:-1g -:.he arrant:;ements for 
the observance, is compozed of JOO distingtlsl:ed .American Je•;-rs fron all parts 
of the United States, and is completely c:-oss-s~~tiona::.. aud non-political. Our 
plans for tLe observc1.nce a:-e detailed in the attachec. br-:,chure, rmd the basic 
concepts upon which -.. .. e have dcve:opad -~hese :)J.a,.1s .:ire ot:.tlined in tr..e c.tt~Cf1Cd 
statement on Scope and 'I·heme of -~e Tei·ce11te..1c1.1y. 

It is our hope that several other governments, notably the N~thorlunds, Brazil 
and Israel, may also issue comm.emorRtive staJ'lpS on this occasion; but we feel 
that as an runerican unn:.versary it would not be appropriate to er.courage :::uch 
action on their pc:..rt unles~ we have soLle ass·t.2reace th..it our 01-:n Government will 
tal-ce favorabl9 action. 

On behalf of the Committes, therefore, &nd intlee<! on behalf of ~ive million 
American. Jews, I sul:nit tirts earnes~ e:-q.;ression of our hope "'.;,hat. you uill aj_1-
prove the issue.nee of a corune!:'l.orative stamp for the American Jewish Terce:r.tenarJ 
iu the autwn of 1954. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ralph E. Samuel 
Chairman 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Ho~orable Albert J. Robertson 
Assistant Postmaster General 
Bureau of Fincnce 
U. s. Post or~ice Department 
Wa~hingto~, D. C. 

FROM: RaJ.ph E. Samuel, Ctair:J2an 
American Jewis~ 7ercentenary Committee 
270 Park A1rcnua 
New York 17, NP-w .:orl: 

SUBJECT: C0Ml1EM0R.4.TI,1T 3T!u ;E_ 
Jh,IB-ICAN .7..:.'HL:31! T~,l~CEI:TE!!ARY 

May 18th 
1 9 5 3 

1. Historical Ba~round o: _tl18 !tin€::-icn.n Jevdsh ~ercentenary. In September 
1654, twenty-three .TFws in searrh of fri;:,er: n lar~der.:. at ;~:.em-;- Acsterdam, after 
months of hazardous fli.£;~t f rc:!l tn0 ?c:i:·t"'..lf,uesa- cmquered Dutch colonies of 
Brazil. The:r con:'lt:-..t,u:"'d. t.he firs·~ JcwiGh 3et.-:.lencnt in what is 1~ow the United. 
States of America. ·.£'::>,;?-i.:.t1c-:- "'..;_-:,h their iPibhbors th3y worked t.o establish theJ.r 
right to ci tize:ish.:.p> .0 .trec~.om o.: religion, and. to a share in the uefense of 
the community in ,.faic~1 t~-~y J.ived.;, 

Through three cent·rris .~ ., -'c,h , .. , h~ve b6':?n a part of .Ame:-ica a~ a~--e r.11 ot. ers whCJ 
sought refuge on 1-.:1~S':l s~.0:-."es,. The:r s11a:-•:·1 in the davelop"'.l'lcnt anci upbU::.lding 
of the United S-t.at..:s af;.. " ~.'r•J. ,..at..:..'}:!.1.. ':.:ho:r h~r19 mB.d1;: sig.!:iJ..f'icPnt contribu
tions in the fieids of religion~ science; c l2. tu.re, euucation, tr~e art~, roli
tics, commerce and industr--J, c..mi the r,rofcs6i0n::-, . 'Lncr·e are t~day more than 
five million !.rr.e::-ic~n ;ews~ :?roud of the 1•0_1_ tl:at they c..nd tneir forebears 
have played in t.11e 11ak:..ng of this 00U!1t ... :r sii ce t~ie ec1:cliest colol ia: d3.ys. 

2. The Amer1:_~a:i Je~i~h _!erc~nte al:"''" Ot~·]!"_~~fe tii1l rlill f1"ot1 September 2.954 
through Ma .. r 1955. T:ie J.,X-Of-:)''i.lE:. of th'3 ob :,,.·1•.;-.,~-ic 3 wn.G cpproYec... at a Ifa-~io .. al 
Planr.ing C nfcre'1.ce of the natio1lal Te:tc =·: v:?n.ar ..,- C J ... cittce of JuO; held :i..n lJew 
York Ci·~y on Apr::.l 11 ~nJ i2, 1953. The t;;er:c:ral t:1&:!Il~ o ... t:1e 0bs~rv~nce is 
111,..Ian' s Opport·uni tie,1 a ... 10. J.esfonsibili tie3 Un:.ie:r Frecjom. 11 T:be ULJerlying 
philosopby cf the obee.cva11ce, and the decailed planr, &re descr:ibed in the at
tached broct1urc. 

3. The _(Q).erican. Je-.-rish_Terceirte·~1a_r:r Conu-:i:.tt3e ·,ras establis~ed in April, 1952., 
for the sole pur,ose cf o:-gv'1.izing ~he cG:eb~ation. :ts eoverning b~dy i~ a 
national Committee of JOO, c.:msistiug of d~ s ·~ingt:isred Ai:acr~ca. 1 J1;;WS from 42 
States, the DiGtrict of CoJ.trnbia, am:: tl:e Virfi!l Is:.ands. Hembsrs in~lude t,t c 
heads of all ihlportant .. at:.onal Jewish or~c..ni~ations, and ou~st~nding bu.:ine~E . 
professional, religious ancl cultura! personalities. The Conn.dt-t,ee ini,;luJes 
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representatives of all denomination~l gro~JS among Jews, as well as Zi0~ist~; 
Z• • t d •. ,., • • • I_.._ • • l • t. l t non- J.onis s, en an ... 1-..... J.0~1.i~vs. ~ is, in sum, a non-r,o ... l :,_c.;a_ cro~~-E'W~ ... c ~-

al re~lection of a signl.fic~.nG see-ruer.t of t he A.raericc..n pc1plc. Gh::.i:-1:.:in c-r"" -:.t. J 

CoJjlJJ!ittee is Hr. Ralph E. 82....!J.J.01_. senior p~.:cfaJer of tile b::ocorage :'.:ir:n. 2:: S:-:: .. 
E. Samu~l ft Co. and fonner P:ce-r.idE:nt of the Fede:ca-c.ion of Jewish Philar:t:u'opi.-7'.3 
of New Yor:c. 

4. Tercenten~ry C0mriem0ra.ti~ 8_!,;:\mp. 
American Jcw·i5h 'I'sr~cntcn~:t.'y· oe :...11.c1rked 
stamp by the Uni teu st~:tes Pot:t Office 

It is pronosetl that the occ~sion qf the 
ry ~1e isr.,~ance of a 3¢ comrae..norative 
repa.rt.r.c.ent. 

Precedents for such a com.~emora~ive ~tau? i~clude: 

1920 300th c:.nnivers~.:·y of the landing of the Pi.i.[rir-s . (11,, 2¢ and 5¢) 

1924 - 300th ar..~i,r8r s~.:~· of t~e se-t:.l~:_..,nt of tLe 1:u2i.en0t-l:a7-loons in 
New N•~t.h(•z·:.::..:.v .::..s~ ~1¢. 2¢ an':l 5r;,) 

1925 .- 100th ann:i versa,:y of le.nC:ing of f: .. rs-t. i_·, ·iG:ra ... 1ts frvm iforway. 
(1¢ anC: 5¢J 

1938 300th ar:.!1i VG:t·ss.:r.y of fi::-st Swedish and Finnish colony. ( 3¢) 

1952 500th anniverJ.?..::·y of Frintin8 of th9 G·J.ten·ue::-g :Sible . (3¢) 

The ltrnerican Jewish TJ:.."',._.ert 2::1· .r:/ t}J·•1,l:'it •.3e w--• J.2.i 'Je pJ '39.8cd to su .F-i t a serie3 
of suggested sk~tc11cc ::s a ½~-~-1:: 0,;.' ::_~;-~. 6r.. /e r. r.. 31 c~ .. ~~ ,-~ cc1.rn1 mc•~-~.1t i.r.g the 
American Jewish Tercer..·::. ~:1c-:rJ. 1..1.·:·1.:..s s,:,c.._rp 11:..ght c.el"'ict 01 .. e of tl1e fo:.lm·ting ex
amples: 

1. The landj_ng of the first 23 Jewish set,.:~]e:·s c:.t 1Jieuw .tilllStE'rurun in 
September 165/;.. 

2. The !ouro S~a.gogue at Ne-,tpo~:·t, f.h :>ctc J s1,,.:-_J, r1i1 ich is the :i dnst 
Je,.?1· ~h t·.1.ro "'P of· ·,.ro ... , hi· p i· n e-{i <:: '·c r· .. · i • ,..,,,,. .... . ~ ,· ~ -: ·.1 1· -1- ... o-~i· a· Tl'"' ' f.··,rm " _ .:>~ " .i. .., . ., _ _ _,v ,•.,: ___ .1, .c:.... ~,·. • c • ..._ v,> -

0
~ ... ~·- v • 

This Sync::;u13n0 :i.c a r.a,tiional Shr:.tl& 1:.1 :.:1c c1..r 0 o: th0 U. S. t-Jra.rt
ment of t~e Interi r. 

3. Aaron Levy, the first Jew to foillld a settlffilent -- Aaronsb'll!'g, Pen
nsylvania -- in the Un:.ted States. 

4. Francis Salvador, the "sout!1er:i Paul Revere," who was the first, Jew 
to give his life for the Ur.ited St.ates of AI!le.r5.ca on J'u.ly 1, l'"n6. 

5. A design by the lat.e Arthur Szyl:, dep::.cting nJewish Soldj ers in the 
American R~volution." 
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Room A-203, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 8-1654 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Ille Temple 
East 105th Street at .Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 18th 
1 9 5 3 

~e celebration of the .American Jewish Tercentenary is about a 
year away. Plans for the observance are pretty -well agreed upon, 
and it should be a safe prediction that the project will be fea
tured by modesty and dignity. 

In the field of Scholarship and Research, a ten-volume documentary 
history is planned, and far this an ea:rmarked contribution of 
$25,000 has been obtained as a starter. In ad.di tion, there will 
be a one-volume interpretive history of Jewish life in America, 
written by Professor Oscar Handlin of Harvard and published by 
M::Oraw-Hill. 

After about a year of preliminary planning, we can now talk about 
other features of the 'lercentenary program. The event will get 
under wrq vi th a P.econsecration Service in 300-,ear-old Congrega
tion Shearith Israel, followed by a public dinner at the Waldorf 
which will feature appropriate speeches by American l.eadership of 
all faiths. 

ibere will, of course, be considerable activity in the religious 
observance throughout the iercentenary period and we plan, during 
tbe Thanksgiving weekend, that a Tercentenary Sabbath v1ll be set 
aside. It is hoped that there will be ca:nbined rel.igious services, 
a special Tercentenary pr~r and, if funds are available, we would 
want to stage a notable two or three day religious convocation. 

We vill make effective use of radio and television and, of course, of 
the daily and magazine press. The event can mean much, I believe, in 
the fiel.d of group relations and, without being chauvinistic, we would 
hope to take inventory of' the significant Jewish contributions to all 
facets of American life. 

Local celebrations throughout the country will be encouraged and our 
plans include such di verse projects as a caHPDf-lPOrt:1ti ve postage stamp, 
a historical exhibit, and suitable activities 1n the fields of art 
and music. 

1654-1954 
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The theme of the Tercentenary, "Man's Opportunities and Responsi
bilities Under Freedom", will be appropriately and continually 
stressed. We should be able to demonstrate to the world that a 
so-called minority group, in a climate of :rreedom and democracy, 
turns out to be not a problem nor an embarrassment, but rather a 
priceless continuing national asset. 

The Tercentenary celebration will end in May 1955 with an outdoor 
religious service in Washington, to be conducted jointly by Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform Rabbis. This event, moreover, will typify 
the spirit of the Tercentenary, which has featured all groups of 
American Jewish life working harmoniously together to the end that 
the 1954-55 celebration will be a useful project of which all of us 
can be proud. 

This is an all-too-brief condensation of the activities and the spirit 
of the Tercentenary, and I come now to the question of costs. 

Our budget for the entire period will run to a.bout $350,000; an amount 
obviously too small to warrant running an ela.bora. te :f'und rais 1ng 
campaign. Moreover, we would like to raise this modest sum without 
going to any considerable cost. We must therefore depend on the 
generosity of those who appreciate how Il'.Dlch a. dignified Tercentemry 
observance can mean. 

It will be most helpful and much appreciated if you ca.n me.ke your 
personal contribution at this time. I trust you will be a.a generous 
a.s you ca.n for this once-in-a-lifetime ~oromunal project of high 
promise and significance. 

P.S. Contributions to the Tercentenary Committee a.re of course 
tax exempt. 
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Room A-203, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 8-1654 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

October :30th 
1 9 5 5 

I understand that you are scheduled to deliver a major address 
at the meeting of the Council of Jewish Federations and ·velfare 
Funds in Cleveland next month, and that you will devote a sub
stantial portion of our remarks to the implications of the 
forthcoming observance of the American Jevrish Tercentenary. 

Sjnce you are an ssociate Chairman of the Tercentenary, we are 
delighted to learn that our story will be in good hands . It 
occurs to me that you may wish to have some of our more recent 
back round material on the plans and program for the Tercentenary, 
which I am enclosing . 

e have, as you may know, approached every welfare fund and 
federation in the country for financial support for the Tercen
tenary. The response thus far has been somewhat spotty, possibly 
because the executives and officers of many of the welfare funds 
are reserving judgment until they have a sense of the national 
feeling about the observance , at the Cleveland gathering. For 
this reason,·your remarks will be of especially vital importance 
to the success of the Tercentenary. 

If there is any way in which we can be of service to you on 
this matter , please let me know. 

ith all good wishes, 

db/ cf 
encls 

1654-1954 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
David ernstein 
Executive Director 
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AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY COMMITTEE 
February 1, 1954 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The eighth meeting of the Tercentenary Steering Committee was held at 
8:00 P. M. on Monday, February 1st, 1954, at the Hotel Biltmore, 43rd Street 
and Madison Avenue, New York City. The following persons attended: Ralph E. 
Samuel, presiding, Isaac Alea.lay, Meyer L. Brown, Mrs. Irving M. Engel, Mrs. 
Moses P. Epstein, Hyman B. Grinstein, Harry Halpern, Donald Jenks, J. I. 
Kislak, Mrs. David w. Klau, David w. Klau, Gustav Klein, Simon G. Kramer, 
Benjamin Lazrus, A. Piza Mendes, Henry L. Moses, Edgar J. Nathan, Jr., Mrs. 
David de Sola Pool, Harold J. Riegelman, William Rosenwald, John Slawson, 
Harry Starr, J. Solis-Cohen, Jr., Frank L. Weil and Joseph Willen. 
Staff: David Bernstein, Mrs. Hanna F. Desser, Henry Scha.pper and Charles M. 
Segal. 

Mr. Lazrus presented the Treasurer's report, which follows: 

"As of January 29, 1954, our bank balance was $41,484.53 

"The financial status of the American Jewish Tercentenary is 
healthier than at any time since the establishment of this Committee. In the 
past few months, our support f1·oc federations, welfare funds and commun1 ty 
councils throughout the country has been highly gratifying, and we are also 
somewhat more encouraged by the support we may expect to receive from 
individuals and foundations in New York City as well as from national 
organizations. 

"From the establishment of the Tercentenary Committee in April 
1952 through January 29, 1954 total ccLtributions were $117,553.48. Of these, 
earmarked contributions, were: $11,0·oo ($10~,bbo from the · Jac0b R. Schiff Fund 
and $1,000 from the Altschul Foundation for the Documentary History); 
$2,500 for the Tercentenary Exhibit catalogue (contributed by Lessing 
Rosenwald); and $750 (contributed by David Klau) for the lecture series on 
American Jewish History at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

"During this period, we received loans amounting to $44,ooo. All 
of these loans, with one exception, have been extended to December l, 1954. 
We are currently engaged in negotiations regarding the single exception, and 
the matter will no doubt be discussed further in the course of this meeting. 

"As of January 29, 1954, our total expenditures for e.l.l purposes 
were $120,068.95. A breakdown of these expenditures will be included in the 
regular semi-annual report of our accountants, the firm of Brach, Gosswein and 
Lane, which provides this service as a contribution to the Tercentenary. 

"Aside from the loans outstanding, our current obligations are just 
over $1,000, plus normal payroll and operating expenses. However, we have a 
series of continuing obligations for projects in progress, such as publica
tions, exhibits, and the like. These are the normal financial needs of our 
Committee, and are in fact tbe purposes for which the Committee exists. 



. . 
CONFmENl'IAL 

- 2 -

"As to the future prospects, we can provide only a series of 
estimatee. On the basis of pledges a.nd of our experience thus far, we can 
conservatively anticipate the receipt of approximately $130,000 from federa
tions and welfare funds outside New York City. Within New York City, we will 
endeavor to raise at least $100,000 from individuals and foundations for the 
general purposes of the Tercentenary. (In addition, we are approaching 
national organizations, foundations, and individuals for earmarked contribu
tions to meet the costs of specific projects, such as the Documentary History 
and the exhibit. It is not possible to estimate our future income in this 
re"Spect.) 

"However, if the anticipated future income from New York and other 
cities of $230,000 materializes, I can report to you that we will be able to 
cover the costs of our minimum program for the observance. All additional 
income will make it possible for us to develop those additional projects which 
we hope to carry out during the Tercentenary." 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the Treasurer's report 
be adopted as read. 

Mr. Jenks read the report of MR. ALBERT GREENFIELD, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, in Mr. Greenfield's absence. A breakdown of sources of 
funds received to date showed that the Tercentenary had received from federa
tions and welfare funds - 47 per cent; from organizational grants - 1 per cent, 
and from individuals and foundations - 52 per cent. Federations and welfare 
funds had been represented notably in recent months by Philadelrhia and 
Chicago; individual members of the national Tercentenary Committee had made 
outstanding gifts; although organizational grants had so far formed but a 
small percentage of receipts, a Joint gift of $5,000 was made recent1y by 
B'nai B'rith and the Anti-Defamation League. Intensified fund-raising efforts 
will soon be undertaken in New York City, and funds specifically earmarked for 
such projects as the documentary history and the historical exhibit will also 
be energetically sought. Mr. Greenfield urged swift and concerted action to 
reach the financial goal of $6oo,ooo. 

MR. SAMUEL sumna.rized the status of the loans made to the American Jewish 
Tercentenary Committee. Be explained that five individuals and one family had 
made loans of varying sizes, with the understanding that no single lender was 
to be repaid before any of the others. Two loans had been converted into 
gifts. MR. SAMUEL said that Mr. Morris Morgenstern, one of the leaders, was 
now asking repayment in whole or in part, and had requested that the matter 
be put before the Steering Committee. MR. SAMUEL did not feel he bad the 
authority to repay one lender in advance of any other and asked the Comnittee'e 
advice on this matter. A motion was made and carried (vi th one negative vote) 
that the Chairman be empowered to resolve the situation according to his 
Judgment. 

MR. BERNSTEIN presented hie report as Executive Director. He said there 
wa.a a rising tide of interest and enthusiasm for the Tercentenary throughout 
the country, reflected in the Comnittee'e improved financial condition, in the 
extent of activity in local comuni ties, and the activity of national organiza
tions. Be announced the transfer of the CODlllittee's offices to 3 East 65th 
Street, New York 21, N. Y. (telephone: LEhigb 5.5450). He introduced the 
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Instead of an Interfaith Cotmdttee it ha.d been decided to create a commit
tee with a membership, which would work with national organizations in the 
fields of l,a.bor, religion, veterans groups, women's groups and the like, in 
terms of ways in which the theme of the Tercentenary, "Man's Opportunities and 
Responsibilities Under Freed om/' might be integrated into their programs. 
This committee would use major organizations throughout the country, as well as 
mass media, in every proper and dignified vay to i~lement the theme of the 
observance. 

MR. 'WILIEN, Chairman of the Dinner Committee, outlined tentative plans for 
the opening event of the Tercentenary on September 12th. This vill be a dinner 
(kosher) at the Wald.orf-Astoria Hotel, with Mr. Samuel presiding. President 
Eisenhower is being invited to speak, and former Presidents Hoover and Truman. 
The Dinner Committee suggested that Justice Felix Frankfurter be invited to 
speak on the thene, "Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities Under Freedom," 
and that Senator Herbert H. Lehman be invited to speak as the representative 
of the American Jevish Community. The Committee suggested that a new symphony 
based on the Tercentenary, by an outstanding American Jewish composer, be given 
its premiere performance at the dinner, possibly by the New York Philharmonic 
Symphony Orchestra. The Grand. Ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria holds 1,800 per
sons and one of the chief problems would be to assure a truly representative 
audience. A $25 fee was recommended. 

A special meeting of the Dinner Committee would be held in Washington on 
March 5th, following which the committee would call on the President at the 
White House to invite him to attend and address the dinner. 

The discussion which followed took up the question of speakers to be in
vited, the feasibility of presenting a symphony, and the length of the program. 

The general feeling vas that the dinner would not be a suitable setting 
for the premiere performance of a symphony by an outstanding composer, and that 
the presentation of such a musical program vould unduly lengthen the time re
quired for the dinner as a vhole. A soloist like Jan Peerce for a short 
program was suggested. 

On the question of the speakers, it was recommended that Jevish contribu
tions in science and culture should be represented by persons prominent in 
those fields, and that an outstanding scholar or historian might also be in
vited. The name of lewis L. Strauss was suggested es the key speaker. 

It vas further suggested that the letter from George Washington to the 
Newport Congregation be read. It was generally understood that the Governor of 
Nev York State and the Mayor of New York City would be invited to give brief 
greetings. The general sentiment was that the dinner should end. no later than 
10: 30 or 11: 00 P .M., but the Chairman pointed out that 1 t must be rememoered 
that the time zones make 11:00 P.M. in Nev York only 8:00 P.M. on the West 
Coast, and that radio and television timing must be taken into consideration. 

The question of the cost per dinner ticket vas also discussed. Some 
conmittee members felt that $25 would not be enough to cover the cost and that 
a higher charge, possib~ of $30.00 or $50 or $100, might be preferable, with 
thought in mind that the dinner might produce a surplus to be applied to the 
Tercentenary budget. 
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The Chairman asked the Committee to approve further planning by the Dinner 
Committee to work 01.t:t the points brought up, and 1 t was agreed that this would 
be done. 

MIB. KLAU reported on the work of the Exhibit Committee. She said that a 
very worthwhile and exciting Tercentenary Exhibit was being planned. 

The Exhibit would have a.sits title, "Under Freedom," and it would be 
designed to underscore the official Tercentenary theme, "Man's Opportunities 
and Responsibilities Under Freedom." 

MRS. KLAU said that, after discussion a.s to the time the E:xhibit could 
open, due to the difficulty of securing, making, and assembling material of 
such scope and ~8nitude, it was agreed by her committee that the Exhibit 
should open as early as possible but not later than December 1954; that the 
Exhibit would be located in the Jewish Museum, New York City, and remain there 
until May 1955 when it w·ould also be presented to the public in Washington, 
D. c., at the Smithsonian Institution. 

The Exhibit was planned with a three-dimensional approach. There would 
be a replica of the Liberty Bell with the Biblical inscriptions: "Proclaim 
liberty throughout the land, and to all the inhabitants thereof"; the ship 
St. Charles, the Touro Synagogue, a typical Colonial living room, early cor
respondence of the Jewish settlers with Peter Stuyvesant, letters from George 
Washington to the Jews in Revolutionary days, the Jews' role in the opening of 
the West -- all to bring to life the participation of the Jew in American life 
throughout three centuries. 

The question of the Exhibit Catalogue, which would not only list the arti
cles on view but would also tell the story of the Tercentenary as well, as also 
discussed, MRS. KLAU reported. It had been decided that a fine comprehensive 
catalogue was bas 1c to the Exhibit a.s a permanent record • 

A budget for the exhibit was adopted, providing for $32,000 for the ex
hibit itself and $18,000 for the catalogue, the latter figure to be reduced by 
the sale of the catalogue. In order to make it possible for the work of the 
exhibit to begin at once, initial funds would be advanced out of the general 
funds of the Tercentenary Committee, to be repaid by money raised through es
pecially earmarked gifts and the sale of the exhibit catalogue. 

MRS. KLAU said that she felt there would be such interest and enthusiasm 
throughout the country in this fine national exhibit that the cozmnittee would 
have no difficult.y in meeting its budget. 

The Cammi ttee then took up the matter of a letter from the Jewish Conmuni ty 
Council of Metropolitan Boston, dated January 29th, 1954, signed by lewis A. 
Weinstein, Chairman. The text follows: 

"Dear Mr. Samuel: 

"In accordance with action taken by the Jewish Community 
Council of Metropolitan Boston yesterday, when you and Mr. 
Bernstein met with us, I write to request that the Steering 
Committee of the American Jewish ,Tercentenary Conmittee con-
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sider at its meeting, February 1st, the following resolution: 

"'The Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Boston ex
presses to the American Jewish Tercentenary Committee the 
Council's dismay and indignation on the selection of the person 
who is President of the Anerican Council for Judaism as an As
sociate Chairman of the Tercentenary Committee and regards the 
election of Mr. lessing Rosenwald as an affront to the 
Jewish Community of America. 

"'Further, the Boston Council urges the Tercentenary 
Committee to reconsider and rescind his election and to 
terminate Mr. Rosenwald's tenure as an Associate Chairman.• 

"You will recall that this resolution was adopted with 
the understanding that no publicity of any kicd will be 
given to it currently, but that we would expect the Steer
ing Committee of the Tercentenary Committee to consider 
this matter within a reasonable time. 

"I am sure that you will want to emphasize to your as -
sociates in the Steering Committee that the Boston Council 
subscribes completely to the Tercentenary project and wants 
in no way to hurt, but on the contrary to help substantially, 
that important undertaking. The sense of those who voted 
for the resolution yesterday was that the American Council 
for Judaism has done irreparable harm to Jews and to American 
interests both at home and abroad; that the Tercentenary Com
mittee's selection of Mr. Rosenwald will, in the view of the 
public, enhance the status of the .American Council for Judaism, 
regardless of the fine intentions of the Tercentenary Commit
tee; that the inclusion of the head. of that organization on the 
theory that all facets of Jewish life should be represented 1n 
the celebration would lead, logically, to the distressing con
clusion that persons of the Jewish faith who hold obnoxious 
political views should also be included; that Mr. Rosenwald 1s 
not being muzzled, but that he should not be honored during 
such an important simcha; and thJEJ.t the Tercentenary Committee 
can correct its error. 

"You will recall that even most of those voting in the 
minority yesterday stated that the election of Mr. Rosenwald 
as an Associate Chairman was a grave error. 

"We a.re d&eply grateful to you for your conscientious con
cern with this matter. It was most gracious and thoughtful 
of you and Mr. Bernstein to come to Boston to discuss the 
resolution with members of the Council at our special meeting 
yesterday. We hope that the Steering Committee will act 
favorably upon our request, and we know that under your capable 
and. devoted leadership the Tercentenary celebration will be a 
notable success." 
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MR. BEfflSTEIN said that he and Mr. Samuel had made a special visit to 
Boston to discuss this matter with the Jewish Community Council. MR. 
BERNSTEIN then read from the minutes of the October 21st, 1953 meeting of the 
Tercentenary Steering Committee as follows: 

"MR. SCHAPPBR reported that the Tercentenary Committee bad been 
approached by various groups which have noticed that the associate chairmen 
in the main are beads of national organizations. He reminded the Steering 
Committee that all members and officers are chosen because of their standing 
in the community; but it sometimes follows that those who are the leaders in 
the community are also leaders of organizations. Among the associate chairman, 
nearly every national. organization was thus represented. He therefore pre
sented a recommendation that Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald, president of the 
American Council for Judaism; Mr. Harry T. Madison, national commander of the 
Jewish War Veterans, and Bab bi Norman Sali t, President of the Synagogue 
Council of America, be elected associate chairmen of the American Jewish 
Tercentenary. 

"MR. WILLIAM ROSENWALD pointed out that they wou1d be elected as 
individuals. 

"MR. SAMUEL reported that, of the 36 associate chairmen, 23 or 24 
by actual count were heads of organizations. After further discussion by 
Mrs. Pool, Mr. Samuel, Mr. Schapper, Dr. Pool, Judge Roeenman and Mr. Kislak, 
it was moved by Mr. Kislak and seconded by Mr. Morgenstern and Dr. Mark that 
the three persons be invited to serve as associate chairmen of the Tercenten
ary. The motion was carried unanimously." 

MRS. POOL asked that the minutes of the October 21st meeting be emended 
to record the fact that Dr. Pool and Mrs. Pool had expressed opposition to 
the nomination of Mr. Rosenwald. MR. SAMUEL said that the point would be 
entered in the record, but reminded the Committee that a voice vote had been 
taken at the meeting and the resolution wae passed without a dissenting vote. 

MRS. ENGEL said that she bad original.ly proposed the name of Mr. Rosen
wald to the Membership Committee, of which she is a member. She was not a 
member of the American Council for Judaism, and was heartily opposed to its 
policies. She felt that there was still confusion about the fact that members 
and officers of the Committee held their positions as individuals, not as 
heads of organizations. She said: "Mr. Rosenwald represents a segment of 
American Jewish life and this aeginent is entitled to have membership in the 
Tercentenary. No one man probably did more to help Jews come into this 
country during the flight of displaced persons than Mr. Lessing lbsenwald. 
I believe this letter must be disregarded, and I ask that the name of Lessing 
lloaenwald be kept as an associate chairman of the Tercentenary." 

MR. WILLEN declared: "Speaking for myself, I have had my differences 
with the Council. I have a profound respect for Mr. Lessing Boeenwald and I 
do not think any man has the right or the privilege of writing him out aa a 
distinguished leader of the Jewish coDDuni ty. I think when the day comes that 
you can ru1e Mr. Rosenwald out of thia committee, or vote him out of this 
Associate Chairmanship, the theme of the Tercentenary ebould be changed. 
The word.a of the theme are a banner under which we should all 11 ve." 
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MR. WEIL stated that he disapproved of the American Council. for Judaism, 
but that there was no way to "excoumunicate those with whom we disagree." He 
moved that the Boston Jewish Community Council be told that its resolution 
was given every consideration, and that it was the opinion of the Tercentenary 
Steering Committee that the Comnunity Council's view was in conflict with the 
theme of the Tercentenary and did not meet with the approval of those at this 
meeting." 

MR. WEIL'S motion was seconded, and was put to a vote. It was carried, 
with four abstentions. 

Several members requested permission to explain their votes for the 
record. 

COL. RIEGEI.MAN: "If I had been present when the initial issue was pre
sented, I would not have voted for Lessing Rosenwald to occupy this poet. 
That was a mistake, but perhaps we will get the opportunity to reverse our 
position. I therefore voted for the motion." 

MR. SOLIS-COHEN: "I cannot help but resent some of the statements that 
have been made here. I have no hesitancy in saying that I am a member of the 
American Council for Judaism and offer no apologies for being a member of 
that Council. I consider Mr. Rosenwald an outstanding Jew and an outstanding 
American." 

MFS. EPSTEIN stated that she was abstaining since she had not been pre
sent at the original. discussion of the appointment of Mr. Lessing Rosenwald 
as one of the associate chairmen of the American Jewish Tercentenary. She 
bad strong reservations as to the appropriateness of this appointment. How
ever, since she bad not had the opportunity of expressing her point of view 
at the time, she was abstaining. She did not wish her abstention to be 
interpreted as acquiescence in having Mr. a:,senwald included among the assoc -
ia te cha.irmen of the committee. 

(On the basis of the discussion and action of the Steering Committee, the 
Chairman addressed the following letter on February 5th, 1954 to Mr. Lewis H. 
Weinstein, Chairman of the Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Boston: 

"Your l.etter of January 29th, transmitting the resolution adopted 
by the Jewish Conmuni ty Council of Metropolitan Boston, was presented 
to the Tercentenary Steering Coillllittee at its regular meeting on Monday 
evening, February let. 

The Steering Committee gave serious consideration to the views ex
pressed in the Cotmcil's resolution, and to the conments contained in 
your letter. By an overwhelming vote, the Colllllittee requested me to say 
that your suggestion that the election of Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald as 
Associate Chairman be rescinded would be in conflict with the basic 
Tercentenary theme, "Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities Under 
Freedom." 

The Steering COllllli ttee appreciated the Council• a interest in the 
Tercentenary ohservance, as manifested by the expression of its convic• 
tions on this matter. However, the Steering Comrdttee concluded that it 
could not comply with the Council's suggestion." 
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The Committee then proceeded to other business. 

MR. WILLEN suggested that early in 1954 the American Jewish Tercentenary 
Committee should sponsor a national conference, of two or three days' duration, 
to be organized and conducted by leading American Jewish scholars, to discuss 
the basic theme of the Tercentenary. He said he thought such a conference 
might cost $50,000 to arrange and carry out and urged that planning begin soon 
1f the idea was approved. 

DR. GRINSTEIN stated that the American Jewish Historical Society planned 
to prepare a conference of historians in early September and suggested that one 
day might be devoted to American Jewish history as relating to the problem of 
Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities Under Freedom. 

MR. WILLEN was asked by the Committee to look further into the matter and 
bring a "blueprint" of suggestions to the next meeting of the Steering Commit
tee. 

RABBI KP.AMER reported on the activities of the Committee on Religious and 
Educational Participation. He stated that his committee had held a conference 
in New York, with some 65 to 70 people present, and had gone into the religious 
program for the observance at great length. Approval was given to the general 
plan presented by the Religious Committee to all the representatives of the 
various religious groups present at that time, the representatives of the 
Synagogue Council of America, and of the denominational groups, both rabbini
cal and lay. The conference approved the issuance of a joint proclamation by 
the six religious organizations in this country, proclaiming the period from 
September 1954 to May 1955 as a period of national Jewish celebration and 
observance, when the Jewish people would come to the synagogues and offer 
thanks to the Almighty for the privileges which they enjoy in this country. 

-The Conference decided that the religious service on the afternoon of 
September 12th at the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue wou1d give the opening 
of the Tercentenary a religious character. However, another gathering was 
suggested, for October or November 1954, with the type of program arranged at 
the 250th anniversary celebration in Carnegie Hall. Such an event, religious 
and cultural in character, it was felt, would give large numbers of persons an 
opportunity to have the feeling of participation in the observance. The Com
mittee on Religious and Educational Participation urged the Steeriilg Committee 
to approve this plan. 

He stated further that the Synagogue Council of America had planned to 
call a two-to three-day conference this Spring to discuss the problems of re
ligion in American life today, but had agreed to postpone this conference until 
later in the year, to make it a part of the Tercentenary celebration. The 
culminating event on the Synagogue Council's program would be a meeting Jointly 
sponsored with the American Jewish Tercenteiiary Conmi ttee at a large ball with 
the theme, "The Synagogue Speaks." F.ABBI KRAMER asked that the Steering Commit
tee consider the possibility of extending financial aid to the Synagogue Council 
for this meeting. 

After a brief discussion MR. BERNSTEIN suggested that the proJect be voted 
assistance to the extent of $2,000 to $5,000, depending on funds available at 
the time. The propoea1 was moved, seconded, and carried unanimously. 

The meeting was adJourned at 10:50 P. M. 
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April 7, 1964 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th at Ansel Rd. 
C level.and, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You are co dially invited to attend t he annual meetin. 
of the American Jewish Tercentenary Corrmittee, Ino. on 
Tuesday, April 27th, at 8 P.M. at the Park La.ne Hotel, 
299 Park Avenue (48th Street) New York City. 

Since this may well be the last meeting of the full 
committee before the official opening of the Tercentenary 
celebration, and a number of important matters will be 
under discussion, it is necessary to have as ~any members 
in attendance as possible. You are, therefore, urged to 
make every effort to be with us. 

Will you be good enough to fill out and return 
closed post card at your earliest convenience, 
we may know whether you will be with us at the 

We sAall appreciate your cooperation. 

Cordially, 

WR:fgw 
enc, 

the en
so that 
meeting? 

Chairman, Commiltee on Military Participation 
David Bern tein 

Executitie Director A 0 A D U D DO ' 
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