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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The fellpl.e 
Ansel lload 
Cleveland• Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

Kq 12th, 1954 

Oilr forthcoming exhibit, which will be nation­
wide in scope, will open on Deced>er 1, 1954 and w1l.l be 
on display 1D1t:ll May 19SS. For the month of )lay it will 
be at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D. c. 

In our exhibit we should very much like to in­
clude some ot the historical objects connected with the 
establishment ot the State ot Israel. I • now writing 
to you tor your kind consent to lend us any objects that 
you uy have, such as a pen, etc. that were connected 
with that historic occasion. 

Please let me know whether you can let us bor­
row such items, and it so, I shall later on let 7ou know 
when to send them to us. 

I shall be most grateful if you are able to 
help us in thia 11atter. 

SSlf,u,k 

With .ii good wi.ahe1, 

Ver'7 cordially yours, 

Stephens. Kayser, 
Exhibit Director 
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Dr. Abba B11 lel Silnr 
Tb9 Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Clevelam 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 4th, 
19S4 

One ot the highlights of the forthom1ng naticmwide Tercentenary 
observanoe of the settlement of tha Jews in this country vill be 
a M88 oelebration to be held in Carnegie Hall in Kev York Cit7 
on SUndq ewDing, Hovuber 14th, 1954. Thie oelebration vill 
carreapond to the great J1eeting in Carnegie Hall titt7 yeara ago 
at the time ot the 250th anniwraar.r of the settle•nt or the Jevs 
in the United States, and vill be cne ot the majar events ot the 
TercentenaI7 obaervance. 

The gathering vill be sponsored b)" the Canmittee on Religious 
and Educaticmal Partioipe.tic:m or the American Jevieh Tercenten­
ary- and b.Y the Synagogue Council ot America, in c~raticm vith 
the Nev York Board ot Rabbia. It vill be the opening event ot 
the Synagogue Council's 1954 General Aseembl,1' vhoee general theme 
vill be "The Synagogue Speaks." 

We are haPP7 to extend to you the invitaticm of the Program 
Camnittee ot the apcmsaring organizaticms to deliver a •jar 
address. The tille allotted tar yaar address, in viev or the 
onrall program, is twenty minutes. 

We sincerely hope that 7ou vill acoept this :lnvitation am make 
the caitribution vhich ve know you can to tbie ilapartant and 
hiatario ewnt. We ehall look forward to bearing tran you at 
7<:Mr earliest convenience. 

With beat viahes tar a pleasant sumer, ve are 

S1Jllon G. 11--r, Cbairman, 
Cmmittee on Bellgiou and 
lducaticmal Participatim 
American Jeviah Tercentenary 

OP O TU ITI 0 

Cordially yours, 

&.~av-
J.brabem J. Feldman, Chainlan, 
Ccadttee cm Arranguaente tar 
the Synagogue Council ot Aaarica 

0 U 0 F 00 
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3 EAST 89TH STREET 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. LEHIGH !1•!14!50 

August 11 
l 9 5 4 

I am delighted to tell you that the national Tercentena dinner will 
take place on Wednesday evening, Cctaher 20. 1954, in New York's 
Hotel Astor. This advance information is given to you now to help 
you make your personal and local committee plans. 

Many months have been devoted top eparations for this historic event. 
It will be t he outstanding activit of the Tercentenary period to call 
attention of t he nation and the world to this great occasion. 

This is a nation-wide and not a New York affair, and the national 
committee ho es that all members of the committee of 300 throughout 
the country will attend this dinner. Without making a specific com­
mitment until we send you tu.11 details later, can you let me know as 
quickly as ossible if you expect to come to New York for this dinner. t,_-, 
Your response will help us as we work out final details. 

As quickly as possible, we will write you full details of t 1e Octo er 
20 event. Meantime, please let me know if you can be with us at the 
New York dinner. 

JW: 
sbt 

0 0 TU ITI A 0 PO 
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AB 'L ! II 'l 

H :rms 

( 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 1C5th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 1, 1954 
Special Deliv ry 

It was my privilege on August 4th to send you a letter inviting 
you to be the guest speaker at the Carnegie Hall meeting cele­
brating the American Jewish Tercentenary. This ~eting will take 
place Sunday evening, November 14th. It will correspond in 
large measure to the great meeting held in Carnegie Hall fifty 
years ago, when the 250th anniversary of the Jewish settlement 
in America was observed. 

This gathering is sponsored by the Caom.ittee on Rell ious and 
F.ducational Participation of the American Jewish Tercentenary and 
by the Synagogue Council of .America in cooperation with the New 
York Board of Rabbis. 

To this date, we have not yet heard whether ou will be a le to 
be with us on that manentous occasion. Please let me know as 
soon as possible that yo wilJ be able to be in New York at that 
time and that you wilJ deliver the message of the Tercentenary at 
that large meeting. Id hope to hear from you very soon. 

My best wishes to you and to your dear ones for the New Year. 

SGJ<:fgw 

0 0 U Tl 

Sincerely yours, 

( , ,· ... -~ ~ ---,,-,._, 

Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, Chairman 
Camnittee on Religious and 

Fduc&tional Participation 



Rabbi Simon o. Kramer, Chairman 
Committee on iU?ligious and 

u~cat·ona.1 rartic~pation 
The Aii1erican Je-wisb Tercentem.ry 
J East 65~ti street 
I York 21• York 

ear ~ bbi Kramer a 

September J, 195b 

1 l s ., ·:tr~,or... t~ lAj .. 1 r lying ""\J y ur letter of 
A1 gust 4t·a. I have been a·, y fro Clev land ;.,ost r 
t t - corre pon ence unfor .unat . ly la "v.eci• 

I ..! -p~~ appraciat yo acious i i :vita.,ion. I :,ave 
alrcaey acce te quite a n r f n..., _.e ritS .for 
c\lWU.-.rd.ty Ter nte ~ c lebration in arioaa parts ot 
the coantry an hesitate to take oi. additional coomitments. 
I ou:L awreciate it you let new ore about t 
nature of the program before I give you a def'in1te rep:cy. 

th all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordiall.3 yours• 

ABBA HILIEL SILV!R 

AHSsrlh 
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To the Committee of 300c 

September 22nd, 
l. 9 5 4 

As you know, the national Tercentenary dinner will 
be held Wednesday evening, October 20th, at the Hotel Astor 
in New York City, a.nd it is most gratifying of course that 
the President of the United States is to be our guest of 
honor. Governor Dewey and Mayor agner will also be our 
guests that evening and will bring greetings from the State 
a.nd City where the first group of Jews arrived in 1654. 

My purpose in writing today is to urge that you 
send your early word of the dinner reservations that you 
desire. I say this on two counts: First, we of course 
hope to have the entire Committee of 300 in attendance, 
together with their wives and friends, for this dinner 
is one of the high spots of the celebration and it seems 
to me important that national Committee attendance should 
be large. Second, we are particularly anxious to have a 
good number of out-of-town Committee members and guests 
at the dinner so that it will be national in every sense 
of the word and not merely a New York event. 

I think I can promise you that the dinner in 
every detail will be highly successf'Ul.. 

With beat wishes, 

BES/b 

A 0 TU ITI 

Sincerely yours, 

f.3~ 
Ralph E. Samuel 
Chairmen 

u 
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HISTORICAL EXHIBIT COMMITTEE 

The Jewish M111e11m of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
1109 Fifth Aven11e, New York 28, N. Y. SAcramento 2-2482 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Taple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

October let, 1954 

Since I have not heard fro• you., I ae8Ullle that 
JV letter ot Jl.aG'" 12th did not reach you properly and 
I all pleased to encloM a COPT ot it. 

In additicm to the iteu we requested then, I 
would be gratetul it you could lend ua the 11811Uscr1pt., 
or at least one or two pages ot it, or the inauguration 
prqer th& t you offered when the President \ook the 
oath ot office. 

I would be met appreciative if you could help us 
in this regard, and we would like to receive these i teu 
a• soon •• possible. ill items tor the exhibit w1ll be 
insured in tun value under the polici .. ot The Jewiah 
lluNua., on whose prod.sea they will be exhibited. 

I hope that you and your fudJ7 are fine, having en­
tered the New Year 1n good health and good spirit•• 

»rs. Kayser and I extend our beet wiehea 

SS1/aak 
Enc. 

Ve~ cordially youre, 

J,~J~ 
Stephen s. Kqser, 
Exhil>it Director 

' OPPORTUNITIE AND RE PO U 0 DO " 
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3 EAST 915TH STREET 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 106th at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. LEHIGH 15-154150 

September 27th, 1954 

On behalf of the Amerioan Jewish Tercentenary Comnittee, 
I am happy to extend to you our very cordial invitation to 
be seated on the Dais at the National Tercentenary Dinner 
on Wednesday evening, October 20th, at the Hotel Astor, in 
New York City. 

As you know, this Dinner will be the major national gathering 
for the observance of the Amerioe.n Jewish Tercentenary, the 
300th anniversary ot Jewish settlement in the United States. 
The President ot the United States will be the principal 
speaker. and the oocasion will receive world-wide attention . 

I would greatly appreciate it if you will let me know as 
soon as possible th.at you are aooepting this invitation, 
so that we ma.y go ahead promptly with our Dais arrangements. 

rman. Dinner Committee 
JW:mh 

N 0 u A U D 



• Joseph .,illen 
Chairman , Dinner Cv ... ,-.ttee 

c ober 4, 1954 

The Amer-lean J sh Tercentenary 
) st 65th treet 

• ork 21, e~ York 

d ar r. ,111 ns 

Thank you for yo, ki note or pt ber 27th nd 
for your ~aciou invitation to me to be sc ted on 
the dais at the ati nal Tercentenary inner on 
Octo r 2 th. I shall of course be Lo t happy and 
ho ored to do so • 

. '! th all ood - • s s , tor in 

V r y cordi Jly y ur , 

BA BIL , L 

AHS srms 
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In order to meet security requirements, all 

tickets must be paid for in advance and pre­

sented at the entrance to the Grand Ballroom. 



Man 's Opportunities and 

Re1pon1ibi/ities Under Freedom 



THE 

TERCENTENARY DI NER 

W ED E D Y, TOBER 20, 19 4 • HOTEL A T R, r 



,,..._. ,._ ,-. C'VJ:'D 

t e a tu 
f , tw 

people arr·ved i11 the Dutcl1 

colony of ew Am terdan . 

They were the first group of Jews to settle 
in what is now the United States. In the 
three hundred years that have passed since 
their arrival, Jews have been a part of the 
making of America. They have helped 



build her cities, her industries, and her con1-­
merce. They have fought in her wars. They 
have written songs and stories, and have 
probed the recesses of scientific knowledge. 
They have worked with their hands, and 
have helped organize great labor unions. 
They have served the community, through 
great communal and philanthropic institu-­
tions and in the various branches of the 
government. They have maintained and 
strengthened their ancient faith. They have 
had a share in making this nation, of 
which they have so long been a part, a 
leader of nations in a time of greatness. 

All this- the arrival and the participa-­
tion- we celebrate now in the American 
Jewish Tercentenary. The view is vast: the 
whole panorama of America's history, 
from the earliest colonial days up to the 
present time. The theme is universal: 
Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities 
Under Freedom. The meaning is personal: 
the devotion and dedication of the in' 
dividual American Jew to the country of 
which he is a citizen and to the faith to 
which he adheres. 



,. 

"The Citizens of the United States of America hat•e a right to applaud themselves for hat•ing git•en 

to Mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policy, a policy worth)• of imitation. All po se s alik 

liberty of conscience and immunities of citizenship. It is nou.1 no more that toleration i spoken of, as if 

it u·as by the indulgence of one class of people that another enjoyed the exercise, of their inherent natural 

rights. For happily the Government of the United tates, which gives to bigotry no anction, to per ecu­

tion no assi tance, requires onb• that the u·ho live under its protection should demean them elt•es a 

good citizens, in gi ing it on all occasions their effectual upport . ... 

"May the Children of the Stock of Abraham, t ho du:eH in this land, continue to merit and enjo' 

the good will of the other Inhabitants, while every one hall it in safety under his own 1.'ine and figtree, 

and there shall be none to make him afraid. May the fat her of all mercies scatter light and not darkness 

in our paths, and make u all in our everal vocations u eful here, and in his oum due time ancl u:ay 

e er lastingly happy.,, 

To the Hebrew Congregation in ewport, Rhode Island, I 790 





HAIRMA , 01 ER OMMITTEE: Jo eph Willen 

I vo ATIO : Ret 1• Dr. Dat1id de ola Pool 

THE ATIO AL THEM: Eddi Fi. h r 

PRAYER: Dr. I rael Gold. t in 

READ! OF ME A E : Dat•id Bern tein 

AD DRE : The Honorable Robert F. Wagner, Jr. 

ADORE : The Honorable Thoma. E. Dct-ve , 

M IC: Augmented Jewish Chapel Choir of the 

United tate i litary Academ • 

ADORE : Ralph E. amuel 

' GOD BLE AMERICA": Irving Berlin 

and the Augmented ]ewi h Chapel Choir 

of the United tate M ilitar')' Academ 

1. TROD cr10 OF THE PRE IDE T: The Honorable Edgar ]. athan, Jr. 

ADORE : The Pre ident of the nited tate. 

BE EDI TIO : Dr. Maurice Ei endrath 
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Concluding the Nationwide Celebration of 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY 

Wednesday, June 1, 1955, Carnegie Hall, New York City 



With this public assembly, the nationwide celebration of the Am ri-­

can Jewish Tercentenary comes to a close. For some nine month , 

American Jews and their fellow--citizens of other faiths have observ d 

an anniversary of deep meaning to all of us. When the first group of 

Jewish settlers arrived in New Amsterdam in 1654, they opened a 

new page in the American story. Bringing to these shores an ancient 

faith, an abiding insistence on the priceless worth of the human per--

on, a burning sense of justice, a militant love of peace, and a tradi,.. 

tion of learning and inquiry, they played a respectable role in the 

American drama from the outset. In more recent generations, with 

the arrival of great numbers of Jews from Central and Eastern Eu ... 

rope, their ideas and their spirit have inevitably had an especially 

deep impact on the American people of who111 they are a part. 

We belie e that the American people are better off because the 

Jews have been part of that people. We believe, too, that the Jews of 



thi nation have enjoyed opp rtun1t1 \ hi h made it p ibl for 
them to give of their best to the United St1te , t their fello\v-.Jev in 
ther lands, and indeed to the wh I \vorld. In thi pirit, the theme 
f the Tercentenary ob ervance h·1 b n rm n in brief: 'M n' 

Opportunities and Responsibilitie nder Freedom." 
Thi Public A sembly is therefor in it wa , a hi t ric r dedi-­

cation by American Jews to the ideal of Judaism and t the a pira-­
tions of American freedom. In the \V rd f our fir t Pre ident: 

"May the Children of the Stock f Abraham \Vho d\vell in thi 
I nd, continue to merit and enjoy the go d \ ill f the other inh bit-­
ants, while every one shall sit in s f t under hi wn ine and fig 
tree, and there shall be none to make him afraid. M y the father of 
all mercie scatter light and not darkne in ur path , ·1nd make u 
all in our several vocation u eful here, and in hi own due time and 
way everla tingly happy." 

eu• York Cit)·, June r, 19 5 

HA IRMA , A MERI A JEWI H TER E TE RY 

CH IR , PUBLl EMBLY OMMIITEE 

E ECUTIVE IRE T R, MERICAN JE ISH TER E TE R 



THE ATIO AL A THEM: Mi Jennie Tourel 

PRAYER: Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 

OPE I G REMARK : Mr. Ralph E. amuel, pre iding 

THE MESSAGE OF JUDAISM: Dr. elson Glueck 

Dr. Loui Finkel tein 

Dr. amuel Belkin 

FROM THE PA T I TO THE FUT RE: Dr. I rael Gold tein 

A APPRECIATIO FROM 1 RAEL: His Excellency, the Amba ador of I rael 

THE u FOLDI G FUTURE: Mr. Jacob Blau tein 

The mu ical pro ram ha be n arrang d to illu trat th many way 

in which Jewi h compo ers have shar din the er ation of American music. In" phardi elodi ," 

Mr. Lan au ha arranged for orche tra everal of the melodi rought by the predominantly 

ephardic J w who ttled here in the vente nth century. tirred by Hitler' per ecution of the 

Jews, Leonard B rn t in' "Jeremiah ymphony" tran lat into an a tract musical idiom the 

ncient me of the Biblical prophet, with it mixture of lam ntation and hope. ince mu ic 

know no bound rie , Max Helfman's two on , "Kol Kara" and "Ki Mitziyon, .. are ample of 

the int re t in Jewi h life in Israel, just a Ern t Blo h's " igun" recall Ha idic lif in Ea tern 



ERT: 1 ephardic Melodies ARRA GED BY SIEGFRIED L D 

Brookl n Philharmonia, Mr. Landau conductin 

11 Jeremiah S mphony, last mo ement BY LEO ARD BER TEI • 

m a. Kol Kara (A Voice Called)} BY MA HELFM 

b. Ki Mit i on (Out of Zion) ORCHE TRATED BY MR. LA A 

OLOI T: Jennie Tourel, me zo soprano 

IV 1gun BY ER ET BL H 

OLOIST: Roman Totenberg, iolin 

v a. The Man I Lo e BY GEORGE GER H I 

BY K RT WEILL b. What Good Would the Moon Be? 

OLOIST: Miss Tourel 

VI Excerpt from Concerto Grosso BY ER ET BLO H 

Brooklyn Philharmonia 

THE MEA I G OF THE TERCE TE ARY: The Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
The Hon. Adlai E. te en on 

Europe. George Ger hwin's "The Man I Love" i one of the many ong written by a large group 
of di tingui hed Jewish compo er who have greatly enriched th popular music of thi century, 
which has already become the folk-mu ic of the American people. Such composers have oft n 
ought to create an indigenou American mu ical theatre; Kurt Weill' " tre t Scene" wa a land­

mark in the e effort , and "What Good Would the Moon Be?" i from the cor of that" Amcnc n 
op ra." Erne t Bloch' "Concerto Grosso" ha become a clas ic in contemporary mu ical literature; 
it objective was to recreate a baroqu art form which had een virtuall forgotten by the ninete nth­
c ntury composer . 



A the national ob er ance of the American Jewi h Ter entenary 
t a do e, it is fitting to expr the thank f the Committee f 3 
tho e who have helped make the celebration o great a ucce a 
hi tory-making itself. On behalf of the Committee, I write this w 
appreciation-

TO THE PIRIT and the people of Am rica and to th ancient traditi n 
of the faith we maintain. 

TO THE AMERICA JEW , pre ent and pa t, who e hare in the making 
of this nation ha permitt d the Tercentenary to be c lebrated with di nity 
and t::iture. 

TO THE TAFF of the Tercentenary Committee, headed by our r urc -
fol and tirele s Executive Dir ctor, Da id Bernstein; to Mr. Bern tein' 
colleagues, Henry chapper, as ociate director; Charles M. egal, publicity 
director; Hanna F. Desser, a i tant to the executive director; and Milton E. 
Krents, radio and television; and to the clerical staff, the re earch w rker , 
the consultant , and the other men and women wh have worked on the 
ob ervance. 

TO THE FEDERA TIO , Welfare Funds and Community Council in 
citie through ut the United rates, and t the indi iduals, foundation 
and organization , in ew York and other ities, who e financial contri­
butions have made the celebration possible. All who have helped, in large 
de ree or small have mad a sincere inv stment in the American and 
the Je\ ish pirit, and all er e the thank of the community as a \ hole. 
The followin individuals de erve the pedal thanks of the Committ e 
and of the entir community: Jae b Blaustein, Jacob A. Goldfarb, Albert 
M. Gre nfield, Da id W. Klau, Benjamin Lazrus, Leon Lowenstein, H nry 
L M es, Le ing J. Ro enwald, William Ro enwald, Aaron trau , and 
Mr . Feli M. arburg. 

T THE HAIRME f th arious workino committe , Ii ted el where 
in thi program, who ha 1i en un tintinaly of their tim and talent in 
bringin to fruiti n the many project of the celebrati n; t the hundr d 
of private citiz n \Vho, in nc way r another, ha e ntributed their 

rvice t the b r an ; and to the mall 1r up f dev ted lunt er 
\ h have tim and a ain a i ted the tatf in the day-to-day w rk f 
or anizin th b 

THE L ORGANIZA TIO m-
mitt es, the he rad· and tele isi n netw d cation the 
writers and er an rti t , the public o th ffi er and 

• ive b the F ral, tate and 1 cal ment and all 
who yed a role in marking the anni . 

A D TO THE VI G Q ALIT F THE H PIRIT, ~ hi h 
mak it p ib for u , a w recall the pa t, e future with 

ura 1e with tr t, and with hope. 
RALPH E. AM EL, Chairman 
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The ucc of th Tercentenary celebration, in ew Y rk and in more than 5 
citie thr ughout the Unit d tat , ha b n truly r markable. We ha arri d 
the Tercentenary m age, through all appropriate m dia, to the ntire Am rican 
pe ple. W have reminded American J w of their d ep r t in thi land, and w 
ha r minded all American of the ri h and aried ori in fr m whi h ur nati n 
ha sprung. We ha e strength ned America and v.e have trength ned Judai min 
the condu t of thi observan e, and we ha e d n , n the r rd in a mann r 
b fittin the importance and dignity of the anniver ary it elf. 

Thi obs rvance could not have been brought to su ces fol mpletion with ut 
th exp nditure f fund . It ha be n c nduct d on a trikingly low bud t. Ho , 

r, a w onclud the el bration t ni ht, th T r entenary mmitt e fa a 
ubstantial deficit. ince the Committee mu t nd its a tivitie within the n xt 

thirty day , we mu t appeal urgently to all who feel that the cau of Am ri a and 
the dignity of American Jew ha e b en str n th ned by the ob er an . We a k 
you to mail this coupon, a compani d by your h ck for hatev r amount y u an 
afford, to the Terc ntenary office tomorrow morning. We app al parti uhrly t 
those who have not thus far been given the opp rtunity to har finan ially in th 
burden of conducting the lebration. For w £ l tha many p r ns wh m we 
have not otherwi e reached will want their nam t b record d, for th r oll , 
tion of future generation , as among ho e whose h arts are full of gratitude, of 
de orion, and of elf-respe ton the o casion of the Am ri an Jewi h Ter ~tenary. 

Mr. Benjamin Lazru , Trea urer 
American Jewish Tercentenary 
3 East 65th treet 
New York 21, . Y. 

TREASURER 

I want to be li t d arnon th supp rt r of th Ameri an J wi h 

Ter entenary, and I enclose my h k £ r .., ______ a a ntribution 

to ard r _moving th defi it f the T rcentenary mrnitt e. 

NAME __________________ _ 

ADORE~~----------------

ntributi n t AMERI A JE I H TER E TE ARY ar d du tible £ r 
income ta purp 



Among the many individuals and firms which have been helpful in 

organizing this Public Assembly, the following are mentioned as 

Supporters in particular: Joe Lowe Corporation, Charles L. Morrison, 

Louis Rubin, Martin E. Segal, Jacob Sperber, and Irving G. Trattler. 

This program, together with all other important documents of the 

American Jewi h Tercentenary ob ervance, will be deposited for pre · 

ervation in tru t for future generations, and for historical reference. 
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cAMERlCAN 3ewisl+ 
'JeRCENTE!'JARy 

------------------3 EAST 8!5TH STREET NEW YORK 21, N. Y. LEHIGH !5-!54150 ------

Dear Friend: 

November 29th, 
1 9 5 4 

We are informed that the requirements of Section 483 of the Social 

Welfare law of New York State, and Rule 24.1 of the New York State 

Board of Social Welfare Rules, require us to obtain the written con­

sent of all persons in whose name the American Jewish Ter~entenary 

Committee seeks to obtain funds for the conduct of its WO'.rk. 

As you know, in most parts of the country, the bulk of our funds 

comes from Federations al'.¥i Welfare Funds. In New York C:tty, however, 

we raise funds through individual solicitation. Since your name 

appears on our letterheads, the interpr etation can be mado that we 

are using your name when we send out occasional fund-raising letters. 

For this reason, I am enclosing a consent form which it would be most 

helpful if you would sign am return in the enclosed envelope. 

Many thanks . 
Sincerely yours, 

·, , ""'-~ 
l I • ( I 'f<'_ 
~ • _,\ I • 
, , · ·." n" I ._,_ . ').A .,,-; I • 

• ..,,~ 4t .. " 

David Bernstein 
Executive Director 

.. MAN'■ OPPORTUNITllt■ AND RE■PON■l■ILITllt■ UNDltR ..... ltltDOM" 
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cAME~CAN 3ewtsI+­
'lE1'.CENTENAR.)7 

-------------------3 EAST 65TH STREET 

TO: Tercentenary Steering Ccr.mrl.ttee 

FROM: David Bernstein, Executive Director 

NEW YORK 21 . N. Y . LEHIGH !5-!5450 ------

February 2, 1955 

At the Steering Conmittee meeting on January 12, 1955, oonsiderahle 
attention was p!tid to a pro,osal for a new concept of the C::lo:~ing ceremor.~y 
of the Tercentenary observa _ce. The Committee ag.•.·eed that a Il'l['. j 0r even·i; 
should be arranged to wind up t.ha celebJ..'ation, that it should be held in 
New York rather than in Wasrri..~gton, and that it, should not, be ,3x,:~lusive:y 
religious in ~haracter. Tho Conm:ttte\;j also agreed that, afi.e-i- infor.-:nal 
consultations with the Cha ir;11a.:i.~. e.nd other Tercentenary leaders, I should 
prepare a new concept for the closing ave~to 

Accordingly, it is now proposed that the final Tercentenary event 
should take the form of a public assembly at Carnegie Hall, in Rew York City·, 
on Wednesday, May 18th. 

At this meeting we would pay tribute, in a thoughtful and appealing 
way, to the bas-ic concepts which have made America great and in which American 
Jews have played a healthy role. Among these concepts are: 

1) The Spirit of Liberty. This would be discussed by a speaker like 
Adlai Stevenson. 

2) The Spirit of Community. Discussed by a speaker like Herbert H. 
Lehman 

3) The Spirit of Inquiry and Education. Disc~sed by a speaker like 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, Selman AO Waksman, Buell G. Gallagher, Nathan C. Pusey, 
or Senator J. William Fulbright. 

4) The Spirit of Religion. Discussed by a prominent rabbi of 
national reputation. 

5) The Spirit of Enterprise. Discussed by a distinguished indus-­
tT'ialist like Jolm J. McCloy, Jacob Blaustein or David Sarnoff. 

6) The Creative Arts. Reflected, not by oratory, but by music, wit.h 
the participation ()!: an outstanding syw?hon:r rn:chest.ra, ~oloiats, sm ~r.h.z . .. .; . 
a oharal gi'Oup. 

"MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER FREEDOM" 
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7) If the above-listed ingredients do not overcrowd the evening, 
there might also be a dramatic reading or presentation. 

8) The presentation cf Tercentenary medals to a limited number of 
persons who have been instrumental in making the obse:-:va11C1a itself a success. 

An evening along these lines would provide a fi·:·,ting close to the 
observance, and would without doubt attract a capacit~r audience. The importa:".:l.ne 
of the speakers, and the nat ure of their subject ma+.ter, ·~0uld make it possfbJ.e 
to assure ·'.jhe attention of the nation and indeed of the -wu1. .. ld. 

Since time is pressing heavily upon us, it will not- be possible to 
arrange another meet/~;'!.~ of +,he Steering Committee to con':1ider this plan. This 
memorandrnn is therefor·G ·b(:i in.g sent to you inst'Qado Plear,e let me have your 
comments immediately. Ur.J ess a significant mun-;Jer of nembers of the Steering 
Committee object to the p1an, llJr, Sam11•.3l and I ·:-"'ill assume that; we have your 
approval L"l principle and that we can go ahead i,vJ.f,h the par .;.;:ic,;_l a:.~-s - on 
which we should of course also welcome four conim3n-~s and ~t1.ggest:i.~ns. 
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3 EAST 8!5TH STREET NEW YORK 21, N. V. LEHIOH !5•!54!50 

May 26, 1955 

Rabbi and Y~s. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 106th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Ra.bbl am Mrs. Silver: 

On behalf of the American Jewish Tercentenary Conmittee, 

I am happy to extend to you, as an officer of this Coonittee, a 

very cordial invitation to attend an infornnl reception following 

the Public Assembly which will bring the observance to its close 

on ednesday evening, June 1st. The reception will be held at 

11:15 p.m., !.,mediately following the gathering itself, at the 

Cbateau Room, Hotel Savoy Plaza, Fifth Avenue and 58th Street, 

New York City. We are also inviting the participants on the 

program of the Public Assembly, including Governor Stevenson, 

Senator Lehman, and Ambe.ssador Eban . 

I have instructed our office to make complimentary 

tickets to the Public Assembly available to you, in the event 

that you need them. In such case, would you please drop a note 

to Mr. Bernstein right away, so that he can make the necessary 

arrangements to see that you receive these t in time',, 

laustein 
n 

Public Assembly Coamittee 
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