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ABE 8. KAY 

CXECUTIV &ECRETA Y 

SYDNEY LUBARR 

DEAR DR. SILVER: 

IT IS A HAPPY COINCIDENCE THAT McKELDIN IS IN YOUR CcNGREGATION 
PULPIT ON SUNDAY AND SO I THOUGHT I SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT BY 
RUSHING A DRAFT WHICH YOU MAY OFFER TO HIM AND ALSO TO LAUSCHE. 

HAVE NOT HAD MUCH Tl E TO WORK ON IT OR TO GET REACTIONS AND 
REVISIO S FROM EXPERTS, AND IT IS MY IMPRE SSION THAT IT COULD BE 
SHORTENED AND THAT IN PARTS IT SOUNDS TOO MUCH LIKE WHAT WE HAVE 
WRITTEN BEFORE. ACCORDI GLY, I WOULD URGE YOU TO ~ KAT IT VERY 
CRITICALLY AND CUT IT AND REVISE IT AS YOU SEE FIT. McKELDIN HIM­
SELF MIGHT HAVE SOME IDEAS ON THE SUBJECT. 

THE GENERAL IDEA IS TO HAVE 4 GOVERNORS McKELDIN, LAUSCHE, 
HERTER AND HARRIMAN JOI TOGETHER AS THE ORIGI AL SIGNERS. THEN IT 
WOULD BE SENT OUT, WITH A LETTER OVER THEIR SIG ATURES, TO THE 44 
OTHER GOVERNORS REQUESTING THEIR SIG ATURES. WE WOULD HCPE THAT IT 
COULD BE MADE PUBLIC JUST BEFORE CONGRESS CONVE ES. 

IT MAY BE THAT McKELDIN AND LAUSCHE ~IGHT ACT AS THE 2 OR IGINAL 
SPONS0RS WITHOUT WA IT ING TO GET HERTER AND HARRIMAN. I HAVE SOME 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT HARRIMAN BECAUSE HE IS SO UCHA CANDIDATE FOR 
THE PRESIDENCY, WHILE I KNOW HERTER IS NOW SOMEWHERE IN GEORGIA AND 
MAY DELAY US. I UNDERSTAND, BY THE WAY, THAT HE IS BECO ING A CA DI­
DATE FOR THE VICE-PRESIDENCY. 

Y HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER IS ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA - SOUTH 5-5282 . 
PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
CHANGES. 

IF LAUSCHE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE MATTER DISCUSSED FURTHER 
WOULD BE HAPPY TO TAKE A PLA E TO COLUMBUS TO MEET HIM. E HAD A 
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP BECAUSE HE USED TO COE TO CO SULT E WHEN HE 
WAS ASPIRING TO HIGHER OFFICE IN THE OLD DAYS WHEN I WROTE POLITICS, 

"THE COMMITTEE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION. BEARING UPON RELATIONS WITH 

GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES. WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 

FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD WILL B TW EN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL."" 
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AGE 2 -
DECEMBE 9 1955 

AND WE WERE RA HER FRIENDLY. 8UT I COULD DO WITHOUT THE TRIP. 

CORDIALLY YOURS 

P.S. ( H VE NEVER DEALT PERSONALLY WITH McKELDIN AND HE WOULD OT 
RECOG IZE Y E, BUT I WILL BE AT HIS DISPOSAL TO PRO 0TE THE ClRCU-
LATIO Or THE ooru Er. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
THE TEMPLE 

A 'ELL ROAD & 105TH STREET 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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IN PRESE T FORM MAY BE TOO VAGU • QUOTE VE REFER IN 

THIS CONNECTION TO RECENT DISQUIETING REPORTS OF 

! PRES UR 0~ IS AEL TO C E RI TORY T THE ARAB 

COUI TIES ED UOTEe ALSO SUGG ST CHA GE FIRST ' ORD 
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From Alexandria, Virginia 

To: Dr. A.H. Silver 

received by phone (f;l5 AK) 

Sunday, December 11th 

Pd. nite letter 

SUGGEST ADDITIONAL SENTENCE IN PARACRAPH FIVE WHICH IN PRF,SENT 

FORM IIAY BE TOO VAGUE. QUOTE - WE REFER, IN THIS CONNECTION 

TO RECENT DISQUIETING REPORTS OF PRESSURE ON ISRAEL TO CEDE 

TERRITORY TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES END QUOTE. 

ALSO SUGGEST CHANGE FIRST WORD SECOND PARAGRAPH FROM CONSCIOUS 

TO AWARE RE iARDS 

KENEH 

) 
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IRS 

ATIO AL FINANCE COUNCIL 

CHAIRME: 
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JOSSELYN M. HORE 

TRl!:A URE:R 

A C • KAY 

E:XE:CUTIV 91:CR TARY 

SYDNEY LUBARR 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

Decem er 13 , 1955 

c .eldin I s office proriises to ,.:,ive me a 

revised draft which I will send on to you for submission 

to Lausche . 

~e6ar s. 

Dr . . ba llillel Silver 
The Temple 
,Jleveland, Ohio 

IL} •••n • .l.1 

Corai3.lly yours, 

~~ 
I . L. Y.ene 

"THE COMMITTE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION, BEARING UPON RELATIONS WITH 
GOVERNM NTAL AUTHORITIES, WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 
FRIEND HIP ANO GOOD WILL B TW N TH UNITED TAT AND I RAEL," 
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SYDNEY LUBARR 

Dear r . Silver: L 

I jus1/ eard from ._c} eldin that he had oka ed tl e 
enclosed draft and will sign it whenever we are ready . 

Can you now call Lausche and putt e matter before 
him. If necessary, I will fly to ~olumbus to discuss it 
further with him if he wants me to . Le and I are ol friends 
going back to his early days in politics . 

fuen and if we get Lausche' c approval, we • 11 then 
ask Herter and 1-'arriman to make it a quartet . 

Dr. bba illel Silver 
'l'he Temple 
Cleveland, hio 

ILK :T 1 

1nclosures 

or'jally ours , 

I . L. 

"TH COMMITT E CONDUCT PUBLIC ACTION, BEARING UPON RELATIONS WITH 
GOVERNM NTAL AUTHORITIES, WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 
f'RI ND&HIP AND GOOD WILL BETWEEN TH UNITED STATES AND I RAEL," 
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EXECUTIVE SllCRETARY 

SYDNEY LUBARR 

DEAR FRIEND! 

ALTHOUGH THIS IS A MIMEOGRAPHED LETTER, IT IS BEING SENT TO 
A VERY FEW LEADERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, ANO WE HOPE THAT YOU 
WILL TREAT IT AS A PERSONAL COMMUNICATION ANO ACT UPON IT WITHOUT 
DELAY. 

WITHIN RECENT WEEKS ISRAEL HAS BECOME EXPOSED TO NEW DANGER. 
WE REFER TO POLITICAL PRESSURE THAT SHE MAKE CONCESSIONS TO THE 
ARAB STATES. THIS BEGAN WITH PRIME MINISTER EDEN 1S ADDRESS IN 
WHICH HE OFFERED TO ACT AS MEDIATOR AND IN WHICH HE PROPOSED A 
TERRITORIAL "cOMP ROMISE 11 6ENEflTTING THE ARAB COUNTRIES. 

IT IS FEARED THAT SIMILAR VIEWS ARE HELD BY SOME POLICY 
MAKERS IN WASHINGTON, AND WHILE THE DE PARTMENT Of STATE HAS DIS­
ASSOCIATED ITSELF fROM THE SPECIFIC PR OPOS ALS PUT FORWAR D BY MR. 
(DEN, ITS DISAGREEMENT MAY HAVE TO DO WIT H PARTICULARS RATHER 
THAN WITH PURPOSE. 

THE DANGERS ARE OBVIOUS. THE PRO-ARAB PROPAGANDISTS ARE 
CREATING THE IMPRESSION THAT THE ARAB STATES ARE NOW READY TO 
TALK PEACE, BUT THAT ISRAEL IS MUCH TOO RIGID AND REFUSES TO 
MAKE THE NECESSARY CONCESSIONS. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, ls­
RAEL WOULD BE CHARGED WITH OBSTRUCTING A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
AND DRIVING THE ARAB STATES FURTHER INTO THE ARMS OF THE SOVIET 
UNION; NASSER'S APOLOGISTS WOULD SUCCEED IN DIVERTING ATTENTION 
FROM THE MAJOR CAUSE OF CURRENT TENSION -- THE EGYPTIAN-CZECHO­
SLOVAKIAN ARMS DEAL -- AND THE ARAB LOBBY WOULD SUCCEED IN ITS 
EFFORTS TO BLOCK A U.S.-ISRAEL SECURITY PACT. 

WE SHOULD NOW APPEAL TO OUR GOVERNMENT NOT TO JOIN IN ANY 
PLAN TO PUT fSRAEL INTO THE SAME POSITION IN WHICH DEMOCRATIC 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOUND ITSELF IN 1938. ACCORDINGLY, PROMINENT 
INDIVIDUALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY SHOULD WRITE LETTERS TO THE DEPART­
MENT or StATE QUESTIONING THE EQUITY ANO WISDOM or YIELDING TO 
ARAB DEMANDS UPON ISRAEL. 

"THE COMMITTEE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION. BEARING UPON RELATIONS WITH 

GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES . WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 

l"RIENDSHIP AND GOOD WILL BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL.'" 
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BEAR IN MIND THAT! 

I. THE ARAB STATES HAVE NO LEGAL CLAIM BY VIRTUE OF HISTORY 
OR ANY UN RESOLUTION TO ANY OF lsRAEL 1S TERRITORY, AND A TERRITORIAL 
CESSION WOULD CONSTITUTE A REWARD FOR THEIR 1948 AGGRESSION AND FOR 
THEIR PRESENT COLLABORATION WITH THE SOVIET BLOC. PROPOSALS TO LET 
THE ARAB STATES HAVE PART OF THE NEGEV HAVE BEEN REJECTED BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS IN THE PAST. 

2. THE ANGLO-AMERICAN ALLIANCE RESTS FIRMLY ON THE COMMUNITY 
OF INTERESTS BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES, OUR COMMON DEVOTION TO THE DE­
FENSE Of DEMOCRACY ANO THE STRENGTHENING OF THE FREE WORLD. Bur 
WE WILL NOT STRENGTHEN OUR CAUSE rF WE WEAKEN THE ONE DEMOCRATIC 
COUNTRY IN THE NEAR EAST. 

3• OUR CONFIDENCE IN BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY AND ITS ATTITUDE 
ON lsRAEL AND THE ARAB STATES HAS BEEN SHAKEN IN THE PAST BY SUCH 
EPISODES AS THE MUNICH DEAL IN 1938, THE PALESTINE WHITE PAPER OF 
1939, THE BRITISH REFUSAL TO ACCEPT OR COOPERATE WITH THE UNITED 
NATIONS DECISION TO ESTAeLISH A JEWISH STATE IN 1947 AND THE FACT 
THAT BRITAIN HAS AN ALLIANCE WITH THE ARAB COUNTRIES ANO SUPPLIES 
THEM WITH ARMS. 

4. PROPOSALS TO MUTILATE ISRAEL, TO REDUCE THE SIZE OF ITS 
TERRITORY AND THUS ENDANGER ITS ECONOMIC VIABILITY, TO SEVER IT 
BY GIVING THE ARAB STATES A CORRIDOR ACROSS IT -- NONE OF THESE 
WOULD MAKE FOR PEACE IN THE NEAR [AST. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY 
WOULD ENCOURAGE THE ARAB STATES TO BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN EXTORT 
EVEN GREATER CONCESSIONS ANO THEY WOULD MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT 
FOR A WEAKENED ISRAEL TO DEFEND ITSELF FROM SUCH DEMANDS. A 
TEMPORARY PEACE MAY BE GAINED, BUT IT WOULD NOT LAST VERY LONG. 
WORLD WAR I I BROKE OUT JUST A FEW MONTHS AFTER THE MUNICH CONFER­
ENCE TRUNCATING CZECHOSLOVAKIA HELD OUT THE FALSE PROMISE OF 
"PEACE IN OUR TIME." 

* * * 

WE ENCLOSE A COPY OF THE STATEMENT WHICH RABBI PHILIPS. 
BERNSTEIN, CHAIRMAN OF THIS COMMITTEE, MADE FOLLOWING A MEETING 
WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY Of STATE ALLEN HERE LAST MONDAY. 

WHILE WE HOPE YOU WILL MAKE USE OF THIS MITERIAL, WE URGE 
YOU TO FRAME ORIGINAL LETTERS IN ORDER TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT THE 
LETTERS WHICH REACH THE DEPARTMENT Of STATE WILL NOT BE CARBON 

COPIES OF EACH OTHER. 

* * * 

YOUR LETTERS SHOULD EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR POSITIVE ACTION 
BY OUR GOVERNMENT TO MEET THE DANGER Of SOVIET INFILTRATION INTO 
THE NEAR EAST AS A RESULT Of THE EGYPTIAN-CZECH ARMS DEAL AND TO 
PROMOTE STABILITY AND PEACE. 
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THE TWO PROPOSALS WHICH Wt HAVE ASKED THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
TO CONSIDER ARE: 

I. TO PERMIT ISRAEL TO ACQUIRE SUFFICIENT D~FENSIVE ARMS TO 
ENABLE HER TO RESIST ATTACK. 

2. TO OFFER ISRAEL A SECURITY TREATY GUARANTEEING THE STATUS 
Quo. 

* * * 

THIS WHOLE ISSUE SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
EDITORS OF YOUR NEWSPAPER, EITHER BY REQUESTING THEM TO TAKE AN 
EDITORIAL POSITION AGAINST NEW APPEASEMENT IN THE NEAR [AST OR 
BY SENDING YOUR OWN LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. If YOU ARE IN TOUCH 
WITH YOUR SENATORS ANO REPRESENTATIVES IN THE COMING WEEKS ON 
THIS ISSUE, PLEASE MAKE CERTAIN THAT THEY TOO ARE ALERTED TO THE 
DANGER Of A POLITICAL OFFENSIVE AGAINST ISRAEL 1S TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY. 

WE THINK A FLOOD OF LETTERS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WILL HELP TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT AMERI­
CAN PUBLIC OPINION DOES NOT WELCOME BRITISH EFFORTS TO MAKE THE 
UNITED STATES A PARTNER IN A NEW PARTITION OF ISRAEL. A FEW 
LETTERS TO THE BRITISH EMBASSY ANO ITS CONSULATES, SIGNED BY 
PROMINENT COMMUNITY LEADERS, MIGHT ALSO BE HELPFUL. 

LY YOURS, 

ENCL. 



AMERICAN ZICNIST cc~ 1ITT~E 
FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
1737 H. STREET, N.W. 

\·./ISHlllGTCN, D. C. 

DECEMBER 5, 1955 

RABBI PHI LIPS. BERNSTEIN OF ROCHESTER: CHAIRMAN OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST 
COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS, TODAY CALLED ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE ~EORGE 
ALLEN TO EX 0 RESS THE HOPE THAT ThE UNITED STATES WOULD NOT YIELD TO THE BLA :olSH­
M[NTS OF PEACE PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD DESTROY THE VIABILITY OF ISRAEL. 

RABBI BERNSTEIN SAID THAT DURING THE LAST FEW DAYS THERE HAD BE~N A NUMeER 
OF PROPOSALS, BEGINNING 't/lTH THAT or P~IME 1'liNISTER ANTH0NY lD:N, \-JHICH, IF 
ADO?TED, WOULD TRUNCATE OR SEVER ISFA!:L, F· RCE THE REABSORP,101-l CF LARGE NUMBERS 
OF ARA9 REFUGEES AND UNOERt,l lNE lsRAEL's ECO ,WMY ANO SECURITY. 

1~HE ~FFECT OF THESE PROPOSALS IS TO COMP~L ISRAEL TO PAY TRl5UTE TO P~EMIER 
NASSER OF E Y:-3T AND THUS REWARD NASSER FOR HIS DECISION TO BUY ARMS FROM COMMU­
NIST CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

"lsRAEL IS A Tlt 'Y COUNTRY OF ONLY S,ooo SQUARE MILES," RABQI BERtlSTEIN SAID. 
"TH E A RAB LA ND S A R [ TO I SRA EL A S 3 00 T O I . I SR A EL NEEDS CV E RY I NCH OF I T S T ERR I -
TORY, NOT ONLY FOR THE ABSORPTl~N OF THE JEWISH R · FUGEES NOW CONING OUT 0F THE 
A~AB LAtDS OF NORTH AFRICA BUT ALSC FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS RESOURCES AND 
ECONOMY. NASSER, WITH 3BG,198 SQUAr:E MILES, DOES ~OT NE'.:D A PIEC[ OF THE ~:EGEV . 
HE HAS MORE THAN ENou~H DESERT OF HIS CWN . 

"Bur ABO\/!; ALL, THERE IS NO JUSTIFl ': ATION IN FA:T OR :,10RALITY \.JHICH WOULD 
SANCTION ANY PRESSURE ON ISRAEL TO MAKE CONCES~IC~S TO HER A~AB NEl"HlJORS . SUCH 
CONCESSIONS WCULO NOT vATE ARAB APPETITES; Tlt[Y WOULD WHET THC1 . Su-:::1-1 CUNCESSIONS 
WOULD NOT BRING A □ OUT A LA~TING OR DURABLE PEACC; THEY WOU LD BE N)THING MORE THAN 
A PP EA S::: MEN T , W I TH -IO MORE L I KE L I H O OD OF SU r; C ES S TH A N 8 R I T I SH A ? PE A SE 1·1 ENT OF H I TL ER 
AT MUNICH AT THE EXPENSE OF DEMOCRAT IC CZECHGSLOVAKIA IN 1938. 

"TrE LESSON THAT THE DE'10C£;AC IES LEARN:D IN 193<3 MUST NCT EE FORG OT TEN. 
THE PRESENT SITUATION IS FRAUGHT WITH DANCER s-cAUSE EGYPT IS OPENINS THE NEAR 
[AST TO ~0 MMUNIST l, ' FILTRATION AND CONSPIPACY. THIS MUST NT 8E OVERLO OKEJ C~ 
EiECLOUDED OR CONCEALED BY THE "11RAGE OF A PEACE OFFE SIVE DESIGNED TO DIGUISE 
t:ASSER 1S TRUE COUNTENANCE:, TO SAVE HIS FACE AND TO EXCULPATE HIM FROM THE RES­
PONSIBILITY FCR BRINGING ABOUT THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

II • 
A F I RM PO S I T I ON BY TH E UN I T ED ST A T ..: S 0 TAT E OE PA RT 1.f E 'T ., G LI A RA NT E E I NG TH E 

TERRIT ORIAL l~TEGRITY OF ISRAEL AND AtJY ~T HLR NEAR [AST STATE ~HICH WA TS TO 
JOIN IN THE PRESERVATION OF PEACC, IS MUCH MCRE LI KE LY TO PP.DOUCE STABILITY Af· D 

PEACE THAN THE DUBIOUS TACTICS OF SEEKING TO PURCHASE NASSE~'s FAVOR AT lsRAEL 1S 
E O N II X, E SE. 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 
Washington, D. C. 

ARAB STATEMENTS -- Then and Now 

December 16, 1955 

1. The leaders of the Arab states are demanding that "Israel fulfill the 

United Nations resolution of 29 November 1947", in which was embodied the 

detailed plan for partition of Palestine, before they consider any negotia­

tions with Israel towards a peace settlement. 

2. Both before and after this resolution was adopted by the U.N. General 

Assembly these Arab states unanimously and violently attacked it. Through 

their representatives in the U.N. they warned that "the partition will be a 

line of fire and blood". They followed up their verbal assault by launching 

a full-scale war against the new-born State of Israel. "Brazen aggression" 

was how Trygve Lie, then Secretary-General of the U.N., characterized their 

action. 

3. Having been prevented by Israel in their attempt to subvert the U.N. 

resolution by force of arms, the Arab leaders are now reverting to that 

same resolution in their attempts to undermine Israel's security. 

4. In the following pages are some of the statements made by Arab leaders 

on the U.N. resolution of 1947 at that time. Parallel with these are other 

statements made by Arab leaders in recent weeks {in some cases by the same 

spokesmen), appealing for the full implementation of the 1947 resolution. 

5. A chronology of events preceding and following the U.N. partition 

resolution of 29 November 1947 is also attached. 



ARAB STATEMENTS MADE DURING J.947-1948 PERIOD ---------------------
EGYFT 

"The General Assembly is not competent to 

impose any solution in this matter. We 

will not adopt and we will not implement 

the proposed recommendation by the 

General Assembly." 
{Mahmoud Fawzi, now Egyptian Foreign 
~tlnistcr at U.N. General Assembly, 
November 26, 1947) 

ARAB STATEMENTS '!ODAY 

"We are technically still at war 

with Israel. This state of war 

will exist as long as the U.N. 

decisions are not enforced ..•. 

We insist that the U.N. resolu­

tions form a basis for a settle­

ment. Israel should be made to 

abide by them. These resolutions 

were set by the U.N. and not by 

Egypt or the Arab States." 
{Premier Nasser, in interview by 
Newsweek, U.S.A., May 23, 1955) 

11 Israel, though a member of the 

U.N., has steadfastly refused to 

implement any of the Assembly's 

numerous resolutions." 
(Ahmad Khairat Said, Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Egypt, before 
Ad Hoc Political Committee, 
November 17, 1955) 

-------------------------
IRAQ 

"A report which is totally unacceptable to 

the Arabs and which needs force for its im­

plementation." 

"Iraq does not recognize the validity of 

this decision and will reserve her freedom 

of action to prevent its implementation." 
(Dr. Fadhil Jamali, U.N. General Assembly, 
November 26, 1947) 

"The same Powers must see to it 

that the tT:eN• resolutions on 

Palestine are implemented. They 

must see to it that Israel follows 

the provisions of these resolu­

tions which are the raison d'etre 

of Israel itself." 
{Dr. Fadhil Jamali, U.N. General 
Assembly, September 26, 1955) 



"We will never recognize this proposed 

partition, and we reserve the right to 

act accordingly." 
(Emir Arslan at U.N. General Assembly, 
November 26, 1947) 

SYRIA 
NOW 

"No solution of the Palestine problem 

is possible unless the U.N. recommen­

dations are followed." 
(Syrian Ambassador to Washington, 
Farid Zeineddine, in speech to Women's 
National Democratic Club, ,rashington, 
November 14, 1955) 

"In dealing with the Palestine issue 

the General Assembly should bear in 

mind that ••• the faith of millions of 

peace-loving peoples throughout the 

world depends on the capacity of the 

member states of the U.N. to abide by 

the high principles proclaimed in the 

Charter." 
(?-tr. Ahmed Shukairy, member of the 
Syrian deleeation to the U.N., before 
Ad Hoc Political Committee, November 
15, 1955) 

-------------------------------
LEBANON 

"This plan•••• unjust and inequitable 

••• a precedent fraught with very seri­

ous consequences." 
{Kamil Chamoun, Lebanese delegate to 
U.N., now President of Lebanon, at the 
U.N. General Assembly, November 26, 1947) 

"A real, sincere and determined effort 

must be made to exert due pressure on 

the Israeli authorities to abide by the 

resolutions of the General Assembly •• ,. 

As Secretary General of the Organiza­

tion, ~~. Hammarskjold could not and 

should not, I submit, think of any 

other basis than the existing resolu­

tions ot the General Assembly," 
(Mr. Emil Khouri, Lebanese delegate to 
U.N., October 3, 1955) 



-J 

THEN NOW -
SAUDI ARABIA -

"The Government of Saudi Arabia regi­

sters the fact that it does not con­

sider itself bound by the resolution 

adopted today by the General Assembly, 

Furthermore, it reserves to itself the 

full right to act freely in whatever 

way it deems fit," 
(Emir Faisal, to U.N. General Assembly, 
November 29, 1947) 

"The General Assembly laid the founda­

tion for a general solution to the prob­

lem, and its resolution still consti­

tutes the only valid basis for a re­

settlement of the Palestine question." 
(Aouney w. Dejany, Saudi Arabian dele­
gate to U.N., to Ad Hoc Political Com­
mittee, November 18, 1955) 

----------------------------------
YEMEN 

"We have made it clear that the partition "The decisions of the U.N. with regard to 

plan is illegal •.• The plan is unworkable. it (Palestine) have not been enforced ..• 

Because of this injustice and illegality There is no doubt that if the Organiza-

the Arabs do not agree to it." tion falls short in this mission it will (Prince Seif El Islam Abdullah, 
General Assembly, November 26, 1947) certainly fail 1n one of the most im-

portant of its obligations. The pillars 

of its moral influence will be shaken and 

respect for its resolutions will un­

doubtedly decrease," 
(Tawfig Chamandy, member of Yemenite 
delegation to U.N. General Assembly, 
September 26, 1955) 

-------------------~---------------
JORDAN 

(Trans-Jordan was not a member of the 

United Nations at the time of the 1947 

debate. Jordanian troops occupied the 

bulk of the area designated by the 1947 

Partition resolution as forming an auto­

nomous Arab State in economic Union with 

Israel.) 

"It is generally recognized that the 

chief stumbling bloc in the way of 

achieving a solution to the problem (of 

Palestine) is the refusal of Israel to 

abide by U.N. resolutions on the subject." 
(Abdel Monem Rifa'i, Jordan Observer, in 
speech before Ad Hoc Committee, November 
15, 1955) 



UNITED NATIONS PARTITION RESOLU'l'lON OF NOVEMBER 29, 1947, AND THE RECORD OF ARAB 
ATrENPTS 'IO PREVENT ITS IMPLEMENTATION. 

1. The United Nations General Assembly's resolution of November 29, 1947, which 

the Arabs rejected verbally and went to war to subvert by force, called for the 

division of the former British Mandated area of Palestine into two parts -- a Jewish 

State and an Arab State, in economic union. 

2. The Arabs rejected the plan out of hand. The Jewish authorities in 

Palestine accepted it, even though it represented less than their hopes. 

3. Ten days after the November 29, 1947 vote in the U.N. General Assembly, the 

Arab Premiers, meeting in Cairo, formally asserted that they would "do everything 

possible to bring about the collapse of the U.N. Partition Plan and to encourage 

opposition to the establishment of a Jewish State." 

4. When U.N. Secretary-General Trygve Lie invited the Arab nations to partici­

pate in the work of the Palestine Commission established to implement the Partition 

resolution, the Arab Higher Committee, representing the Arabs of Palestine, cabled 

that it would "persist in its refusal to recognize the U.N. resolution." 

5, On February 24, 1948, the Palestine Commission reported to the U.N. Secre-

tariat that they found it impossible to carry out the terms of the 1947 Partition 

resolution. They stated that in addition to the Arab attitude, the British authori­

ties had refused every form of cooperation end had rejected every request arising 

from the resolution, 

6. Even before the British withdrawal from Palestine the local Al.~ab population, 

with the assistance of neighboring Arab governments, waged a guerilla war against 

the Jewish population. Arab Legion guns began shelling the Jewish outskirts of 

Jerusalem ~hile the British were still in control of the center of the city. 



7. On May 14, 1948 (the day the British Mandate was terminated), the State of 

Israel was fo1,nally established by its Provisional Government. Simultaneously with 
. 

this, the Arab a1'1Ilies invaded the country across all its land borders. Egyptian 

aircraft bombed Tel Aviv and other Jewish centers while units of the Egyptian navy 

went into action at sea. The Arab Legion, the British-trained and officered army 

of Trans-Jordan, advanced and occupied the area west of the River Jordan designated 

in the U.N. plan as forming the Arab state. The Old City of Jerusalem, which in­

cludes the church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Western Wall, last remnant of the 

Second Temple, and the Mosque of Omar, was also occupied and held by Arab Legion 

soldiers. The Arab state of Trans-Jordan changed its name to the Hashemite Kingdom 

of Jordan. Another section of the proposed Arab state, now known as the "Gaza 

Strip", was attacked and occupied by the Egy:ptians, who still hold it. 

8. Fighting was stopped for almost a month in mid-1948, under a U.N.-imposed 

truce. It was resumed after the Arabs, still hopeful of destroying Israel by force, 

wrote to the U.N. Mediator on July 3, 1948: 

"Your Excellency will recall that the Partition Plan recommended by 
the General Assembly of the United Nations last year was categorically 
rejected by the Arabs." 

9. In a Progress Report to the United Nations in September, 1948, the Mediator 

commented that the Partition resolution "has already been outrun and irrevocably 

revised by the actual facts of recent Palestine history." In a letter to the 

Forei{;ll l.finister of the Provisional Government of Israel on July 8, 1948, he wrote 

that Arab opposition to the resolution "has continued unabated" and that any future 

territorial settlement "should not be ridigly controlled by the territorial arrange­

ments envisaged by the resolution," which he considered was no lenser practicable. 

10. Instead of waging the victorious war they had anticipated, the Arabs were 

forced back on all fronts. In an effort to save their armies from complete col­

lapse, they sought a second cease-fire. 



11. In separate negotiations between Israel and the four Arab states bordering 

on the former area of Palestine (Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria) a series of 

Arnrl.stice Agreements were drawn up, defining the present borders of Israel. Iraq., 

which took part in the war against Israel, though having no common frontier with 

the new State, refused to negotiate. An armistice has still not yet been signed 

between Israel and Iraq. The Armistice Agreements were endorsed and approved by 

the United Nations on August ll, 1949. Today, they represent international treaties 

governing the present relationships between Israel and the Arab states. Under their 

terms, they can be amended only by mutual consent of the parties concerned. 

12. In the U.N. Security Council debate on the Armistice Agreements which 

opened on August 4, 1949, u. s. Delegate Warren Austin called them "self-executing 

agreements between the Parties ....•• They contain provisions which make them, in 

fact, non-aggression pacts •••• I submit that these pledges of non-aggression are a 

really solid basis for a permanent and lasting peace in Palestine." 
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XECUTIVE II C:l'IETAl'IY 

YD Y LUBA R 

ear Dr . Silver : 

y ord 0 1 Lausche? 

or shall I call him t 

est regards . 

r . bba Lillel Silver 
"he 'I em )le 
leveland, hio 

January 5,156 

Do you w nt to prod rim 

Jordiall.r . rours , 

l . J. .. . 1 encn 

"THE COMMITTE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION, BEARING UPON R LATIONS WITH 

GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES, WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING 

FRIEND HIP AND GOOD WILL BETWEEN THE UNITED TATE AND I RAEL," 



, 

January 12, 19S6 

. • I. r.. Kenen, ecutiv rector 
American Zionist VUll[JIIU.ttee for blic f.faire 
1737 H Stre t .~. 
• ashington 6, .c. 

1 • r r. 'en • s 

I have ju~t ret rned from New York to ti your note. 

I t,..ave not hear from Lauaobe. 

I BU , tin touch with him. 

1th all good shes, I re in, 

• ry eordiall youn, 

BA HILLEL SILVER 

AHSael 
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C ECUTIVE :.ECIH'.TARY 

AR~lOLD H. WALLACK 

CIL 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

April 18, 1956 

I have just received Harold danson's memorandum containina the account 
of your speech published in 'l'HE CLEVELAlfD PLAil DEALER on April 9. 

It seems to me t'at this text or , if no text is available, a reprint of 
the Plain Dealer story should be circulated here in Washinton to our f riends on 
the Hill . I would therefore appreciate it if you wo ld send me the text of the 
speech itself and the Plain Dealer clippin . 

If you or the ZO are planning to print the speech, tI1en I cot:ld use 
that version. 

With best regards 

ILK : myc 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The 'l'emple 
Ansel Road 

leveland 6, 
105th Street 
Ohio 

cc : 11:r . .arold • 1, nson 

"TH CO ITT 

FRIEND HI 

r . Kenen , Executive Director 

CONDUCT PU LIC ACTION, ARING UPON 

D GOOD WILL TW N TH UNIT D 

LATIO WITH 

OVI G 

ND I R L," 



Au gust 7, 1956 

LIST OF DEMO0RA TIC MEMBERS OF C CNGRESS WHO SIGNED 
PROPOSED NEAR EAST PLANK SUBMITTED TO PLATFORM COMM ITTEE 

S.enate 

2aul H. Douglas - Illinois Herbert H. Lehman - New York 
Hubert H. Humphrey - Minnesota James E. Murray - Montana 

Richard L. Neuberger - Oregon 

House 

Hugh J. Addonizio - New Jersey 
Victor L. Anfuso - New York 
Thomas L. Ashley - Ohio 
Wayn€ N. Aspinall - Colorado 
William A. Barrett - Pennsylvania 
John A. Blatnik - Minnesota 
Edward P. Boland - Massachusetts 
Richard Bolling - Missouri 
Charles A. Boyle - Illinois 
~harles A. Buckley - New York 
M. G. Burnside - West Virginia 
James A. Byrne - Pennsylvania 
Clarence Cannon - Missouri 
Emanuel Caller - New York 
Earl Chudoff - Pennsylvania 
Frank M. Clark - Pennsylvania 
Irwin D. Davidson - New York 
James J. Delaney - New York 
John J. De·apsey - New Mexico 
Charles C. Diggs, Jr. - Michigan 
John D. Dingell - Michigan 
Thomas J. Dodd - Conneotiout 
Isidore Dollinger - New York 
Harold D. Donohue - Massachusetts 
Clyde Doyle · - California 
Herman P. Eberharter - Pennsylvania 
George H. Fallon - Maryland 
Antonio M. Fernandez - New Mexico 
Daniel J. Flood - Pennsylvania 
John E. Fogarty - Rhode Island 
Aime J. Forand - Rhode Island 
Samuel N. Friedel - Maryland 
Edward A. Garmatz - Marylam 
Thomas s. Gordon - Illinois 
Kenneth J. Gray - Ill1no1e 
Edith Green - Oregon 
William J. Green, Jr. - Pennsylvania 
Martha w. Griffiths - Michigan 
Harlan Hagen - California 
Wayne L. Hays - Ohio 
Don Hayworth - Mio h1gan 
James C. Healey - New York 
Chet Holifield - California 

Elmer J. Holland - Pennsylvania 
Lester Holtzman - New YOrk 
Frank M. Karsten - Missouri 
Augustine _B. Kelley - Pennsylvania 
Edna F. Kelly - New York 
Eugene J. Keogh - New York 
Cecil R. King - California 
Michael J. Kirwan - Ohio 
Arthur G. Klein - New York 
John c. Kluczyneki - Illinois 
Coya Knutson - Minnesota 
John Les 1nski - Mio higa n 
Eugene J. McCarthy - Minnesota 
Harrie B. McDowell - Delaware 
Torbert H. Macdonald - Massachusetto 
Thaddeu s Maohrowicz - Michigan 
Ray J. Madden - Indiana 
Don Magnuson - Washington 
Lee Metoalf - Montana 
George P. Miller - California 
Thomas E. Morgan - Pennsylvania 
Abraham J. Multer - New York 
James c. Murray - Ill1no1a 
Leo w. O'Brien - New York 
Thomas J. O'Brien - Ill1no-1s 
Barratt O'Hara - Ill1noie 
Philip J. Philbin - Ma.ssaoh.lsette 
Melvin Price - Illinois 
James M. Quigley - Pennsylvan ia 
Henry s. Reuss - Wisconsin 
George M. Rhodes - Pennsylvania 
Peter w. Rodino, Jr. - New Jersey 
John J. Rooney - New York 
James Roosevelt - California 
John F. Shelley - California 
Alfred D. Sieminski - New Jer r 
Leonor K. Sullivan - Missouri 
Frank Thompson, Jr. - New Jersev 
Charles A. Vanik - Ohio 
Roy w. Wier - Minnesota 
Harrison A. Williams - New Je r sey 
Sidney R. Yates - Illinois 
Herbert Zelenko - New York 



August 15, 1956 

-oARTIAL LIST OF REPUSLICAN MEM9ERS OF CONGRESS ENOORSING 

PROPOSED PLATFORM PLANK PERTAINING 'ID THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

Hugh Scott 
Kenneth~. Keating 
Edmund P. Radwan 
Albert 0 • Morano 
James G. Fulton 
Frank J. Secker 
Laurence 0urt1s 
Marguerite Stitt 0hurch 
R. Walter Riehl man 
T. Millet Hand 
Richard H. Poff 
John F. 9aldwin, Jr. 
? a ul Cunningham 
Clifton Young 
J. Ernest Wharton 
Charles M. Teague 
Alvin E. O'Konski 
Alvin M. Bentley 
Gordon Canfield 
Albert H. Bosch 
Jackson B. C!hase 
Albert W. Cretella 
Francis E. Dorn 
Paul A. Fino 
Robert W. Kean 
Bernard w. Kearney 
Henry J. Latham 
William E. Miller 
Frank C. Osmers, Jr. 
Harold C. Ostertag 
James T. Patterson 
Thomas M. Pelly 
William R. Williams 
John P. Saylor 
Thor c. Tollefson 
Chester B. Merrow 
Edith Nourse Rogers 
Carroll D. Kearns 
Horace Seely-Brown, Jr. 
Donald L. Jackson 

Pennsylvania 
New York 
New York 
Connecticut 
Penn sylvan ia 
New York 
Mass ach use t te 
Illinois 
New York 
New Jersey 
Virginia 
C!al ifornia 
Iowa 
Nevada 
New YOrk 
California 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
New Jersey 
New York 
Nebraska 
Connecticut 
New York 
New ork 
New Jersey 
New York 
New YOrk 
New YOrk 
New Jersey. 
New York 
Comecticut 
Washington 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Washington 
New Hampshire 
Mas sachu set ts 
Pennsylvania 
Connecticut 
California 



... In the "1tddle East, th e };i s enho ~ver ~dmini s tra tion h as da wdled and 
drifted. The results ha ve oee ~ dis a strous and still worse t h reatens . 
Cnly the good offices of the United \ at ions in main t ainin g 9e pce be­
tween Isra e l and her nei ghbors conceal the diplomatic inca pacities 
of the Repu clican Admi n i s .r a tion. T::e cu y,rent crisis over Suez is a 
consequence of inept and vaci l lating Republican policy. Our Go vern­
m~nt's mistakes have pla ced us in a position in the Middl e Eas t which 
threatens the free world with a loss of power and prestige, po t e n tial l y 
more dangerous than any we have suffered in the past decade ... 

Peace_and Justice in the >•1 i ddle East 

The Democratic Party stand s for the maintenance of peace in the Middle 
East which is essen tia l for the well-being and progress of all its 
peoo l e s. 

We will urge Israel and the Arab states to settle their di~ ferences 
by oeaceful means, and to maintain the s anctity of the holy pla ces 
and permit free access to them. 

'.-le will assist Israel to build a sound and viable ecQnomy for her 
peo Dle, so that she may fulfill her humanitarian mission of providing 
shelter and sanctuary for her home l ess Jewish refu gees while streng ­
thening her national development. 

Ne wi l l assist the Arab states to develop their economic resource s 
Rnd raise the l iving standard of their peo ple. The plight of the 
Arab refugees commands our continuing sympathy and concern. We wi l l 
assist in carrying out l a r ge-scale projects fo r their resettle ment 
in co un trie s whe re th ere is room and oppo rtu ni ty for them. 

•re suo-oort the ori 'lc i o le o f fre e access to the Suez Canal unde r suitable 
international auspices. The p resent po licie s of the Eisenhower Adminis­
tration in the Middle Ea s t are unnecessarily increa sing the ris k thet 
war will break out in this area. To prevent war, to assure 9e a ce, e 
wil l faithfully carry out our country 's p led e unde r the ~ri part i t ~ 
Declara tion of 1950 to op aose the use or threat of forc e and to t ake 
such action as may be necessary, in the intere s t of peace, Joth within 
and outside the United Jations t o orevent any violation of the fron­
tiers of armistice lines. 

1he De~ocra tic ~arty wi l l act to redress the dan gerous imba l ance of 
arm~ in the area created by the ship:nent of Communis t arms to Egypt, 
bv se l lina or suo clving defe ns ive weaoons to Israel, and will ta ke 
s~ch steo;, incl~di~g ;ecurity guarantees, as may be required to 
deter a g __ res s ion Rnd war in the area. 

·~e opno s e, as contrary to Amer.lean p rinciples, the practice of any 
government which discrimina tes a g ainst American citizens on ~rounds 
of race or re l igion. ;e will not countenance any aggrange men or 
treaty with anv go yernment which by its ter~s or in its pra-.;ti ~ l 
ap lication would sanction such practic es . 

. # 



EXCERPTS FRCM 1~6 RE DUBLI~AN PLATFORM 

... The Middle East has been strengthened by the defensive unity of the 
four "northern tier" countries -- Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and Pakistan -­
which hold gat eways to the vast oil resources upon whioh depend the 
industry and military strength of the free world. This was made pos~ible 
hy the liberation of Iran from the grip of the Commun 1st Tudeh Party. 
-ran has again made its oil reserves available to the world under an 
qui table settlement negotiated by the United States. 

We have maintained, and will maintain friendly relations w1th all 
nations i~ this vital area, seeking to mediate differences among them, 
and encouraging their legitimate national aspirations ... 

The Future 

..• We shall continue to support the collective security system begun 
i-q 19Ji7 and steadily developed on a bipartisan basis. That system has 
joined the United Stats a w1 th 42 other nations in common defense of 
freedom. It has created a deterrent to war which cannot be nullified 
by Soviet veto. 

Where needed, we shall help friendly countries maintain such local 
forces and economic strength as provide a first bulwark against Commu­
nist aggression or subversion. We shall reinforce that defense by a 
military capacity which, operating in accordance with the United Nations 
Charter, could so µ.inish ~ggression that it oeasee to be a profitable 
pursuit. 

We will continue efforts with friends and all1es,to assist the under­
developed areas of the free world in their efforts to attain greater 
freedom, 1nde~ndenoe and self-determination, and to raise their 
standards of 11 v1n g. 

We recognize the existence of a major threat to international peace in 
the Near East. We support a polio y of impartial friendship for th 
peoples of the Arab states and Israe 1 to prot00 te a pea.oeful settlement 
of the causes of tension in that area, inc~ud.lng the human problem of 
the Palestine Arab refugees. 

Progress toward a just settlement of the tragic oonfliot between the 
Jewish State and the Arab nations in Palestine was upset by the Soviet 
bloc sale of arms to Arab oountriea. But prospects or peace have now 
been reinforced by the mi~sion to Palestine or the United Nations Sec­
retary General upon the initiative of the United States. 

We regard the preservation of Israel as an important tenet of American 
foreign policy. We are determined that the integrity or an independent 
Jewish State shall be maintained. We shall support the independence 
of Israel against.armed aggression. The best hope for peace in the 
Middle East lies in the United Nations. We pledge our oont1nued efforts 
to eliminate the obstacles to a lasting peace in th 1s area ... 

We approve appropriate action to oppose the 1mpos1tbn by foreign govern­
ments of d1scr1m1nat1on against United States citizens, based on their 
religion or race ... 

II 
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I. L KENEN, Executive Director 

ALLEN LESSER, Director of Information 

ADE 8. KAY 

EXECUTI VE SECRETARY 
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Dear Friend: 

n eifht-week c;i DF.1i3n involvint:5 Gon5ressional and community leaders 
811 over the country culminated here today. Both the Republican and 
Democratic 0 artj8s ~::ive joined in P- commitment to prevent war in the 
Near 8as t and t~ preserve the integrity of Israel. 

-~e enc lose the tA xts of both platform declarations. ~le do not offer 
a detailed analy-is t this time. Jut we do believe th9.t these two 
declarations will hqve a psychological impact on the Arab world and 
will make it clear that t"ie U.S . does not intend to let Israel down. 

The Democratic pla~k, adopted at Chicago last Nednesday, urges arms 
for Israel, accepts virtually all the proposals we submitted and is an 
i'Tioressive bluepri:it for peace. The Republ i :Jan plank, which was adop-
ted here today, does not promise a.r11s to Israel but does contain a 
vi~orous oledLe to support Israel's independence against armed ag~ression. 

These declRrations are important because they show that millions of 
Americans are interested in the survival of Israel and the attainment 
of an Arab-Israel peace and that there ls bipartisan awareness of the 
dRnger in the Near gast. 

* * * 

D~7 .O~RAT IC PL TF'ORM 

Prior to the convention, we s4bmitted platform proposals to "elder 
statesmen" who were requested by the Democratic ational Commit tee to 
submit working papers to the convention. A number of our proposals 
were reflected in the original drafts. Sut it is no secret that some 
of the veteran leaders were opposed to explicit foreign policy commit­
ments on Israel, ~hina, ~yryrus, etc. 

We Rs~ed community le~ders to dis~ tss t~e issues with local party 
le'1 ders e rid convent ion delegates. ; .ean•,vh i le, five Demo era tic Congress­
men -- Representatives Emanuel ~eller and Abraham ~ulter of New York, 
Thom?s J . Dodd of ~onnecticut, Ja~es ~oosevelt of California and ~rs. 
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Edith ~reen of Oregon -- circulated a proposed plank in the House. 
Although no intensive effort was made, since a busy Congress was on 
the eve of adjournment, 91 Congressmen endorsed the statement. (Some 
veteran friends of Israel withheld endorsement because they were on 
the Platform Committee). 

Gongressman Dodd presented this plank to the Platform Committee. 

The opposition actually helped our cause. It came from Alfred Lilienthal 
of the Committee for Security and Justice in the Middle East and Clarence 
Coleman, head of the American Council for Judaism. The Lilienthal theme 
was that America had been betrayed by political leaders who had yielded 
to Zionist ''pressure" to serve the interests of a foreign state. It 
was the type of speech frequently offered by apologists for the Arab 
position and it was a flagrant insult to members of the Platform Committee 
who resented it and reacted angrily. 

Chairman John W. McCormack, Congressman from Massachusetts, was indig­
nant because Mr. Lilienthal, one of the day's 39 witnesses, outrageously 
demanded 35 minutes. Jose Benitez, Puerto Rican delegate, was on his 
feet immediately after Lilienthal finished to affirm Puerto Rico's 
friendship and admiration for the Jewish people and the people of Israel. 
Mayor David Lawrence of Pittsburgh denounced Lilienthal as a "mercenary" 
who had run out on his own people. Robert Short of Minnesota also re­
buked Lilienthal for his attack on President Truman. 

Mr. Coleman was challen5ed by McCormack and Caller. Both resented his 
aspersions against the integrity of political leaders and rejected his 
thesis that Zionists are guilty of dual nationality. 

The Committee was puzzled by Mr. Coleman's appearance because his counsel 
was entirely negative. Rep. John E. Moss, Jr., of California pressed 
Coleman for a recommendation and asked him why he appeared. When Cole­
man replied that his purpose was merely to warn the Platform Committee 
not to adopt a Near East plank advocated by people invested with "do ble 
nationality" and not motivated by the best interests of America, Mo&s 
angrily reprimanded Coleman for taking the Committee's time to question 
the wisdom, judgment and loyalty of members of the Platform Committee 
and implying that they would do anything not in the interests of the U.S. 

* * * 
In addition, Lilienthal's testimony was attacked by Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
President of the American Jewish Congress, who with Julian Freeman testi­
fied on behalf of tpe National Community Relations Advisory Council, to 
urge a plank attacking discrimination against American Jews by foreign 
governments; and Robert R. Nathan of Americans for Democratic Action, 
who also supuorted arms for Israel. 

In later testimony, George F. Meany, President of the AFL-CIO, and 
Thomas K. Finletter, former Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, advo­
cated arms for Israel. 

* * * 



Our own testimony was virtually identjcal at both conventions. ·de 
stressed six points in our presentation: 

1. Direct negotiations between Israel and the Arab states to 
achieve a peace settlement on a mutually acceptable basis. 

2. Security treaties to guarantee the existing United -atians 
armistice lines against aggression. 

3. Arms to Israel to counter the Communist weaoons poised on 
her frontiers. 

4. Continued international aid for the early resettle~ent of 
the Arab refugees in Arab countries. 

5. Economic development and technical training to raise living 
standards, stimulate regional cooperation and overcome boy­
cotts and blockades. 

6. Opening of the S~ez Canal to the shipping of all nations 
without discrimination. 

* * * 

3. 

Oraof the most significant points in the Democratic plank, besides its 
pledge to supply arms to Israel, is the very clear statement on resettle­
ment of Arab refugees: 

"We will assist in carrying out large-scale projects for their 
resettlement in_countries where there is room and_QQQortuni ty 
for them-:-" 

This ts the first such statement from either of the principal perties. 

* * * 
REP"JBLICA_~ CONVEN TIO. 

Prior to the convention, we suomitted proposals to party leaders in 
Washington and urged community action. 1-1eanwhile, Attorney (}eneral 
Jacob K. Javits and Speaker Oswald Heck of New York securea the support 
of the New York Delegation for a planK which was then circul ted by 
Representatives Huh Scott of Pennsylvania, Kenneth Keating and Edmund 
P. Radwan of New York, James G. Fulton of Pennsylvania and Albert P. 
Morano of Connecticut in the House durin3 the last week of the Congress­
ional session. Forty members endorsed the proposal, which was presented 
to the Platform Committee at San Francisco by Iessrs. Javits, Heck and 
Scott. 

Others who testified before the Platform Committee to urr2:e arms for 
Israel included Sena tor Leverett Sal tons tall of 1-'.as achusetts and 
Bernard Katzen of New York. 



4. 

Unlike the De ~ocratic convention, witnesses were not questione d , and 
T,ilienth aJ., who delivered an abbreviate t, vers ion of h is Chicago tirade, 
e s ce ned rebuke, exceot at t he hands of John Gunther of ADA and ourselves. 
-~ve i ssued a public sta tement de rouncing Lilienthal' s vicious def3.mation 
of American statesmen and his conte mntiole distrust of the de mo cratic 
p!'ocess. 

* * * 
In advance of the hearings, Senator Prescott 3ush of Connecticut, 
Chairman of the Platform Committee, who is publicly on record in favor 
of arms for Israel; form8 r Assistant Secretary of State Thruston B. 
1orton, Chairman of the Foreign Policy Subcommittee, and Senator H. 

Alexander Smith of New Jersey, a member of the Subcommittee, declared 
that while the platform would p ut the U.S. on record a gainst a ggression, 
there would be no specific reference to arms for Israel. It was indica­
ted that the platform would ~eflect State Department attitude. 

Nevertheless, two parallel efforts were made to strengt"i:len the plank. 
On the one hand, a grou p of Republican Senators who were on the Platform 
Committee and e.. substantial number of other delegates impressed upon the 
Platform Committee the misgivings of their constituents over the current 
Administration policy. 

Simultaneously, we based our appeal -- not on political grounds -- but 
on the effect of a platform statement on the Near East situation. de 
addressed an urgent co :nmunic a tion to al J_ members of the Platform Committee, 
calling attention to the newspaper reports that four Israelis had been 
killed in an ambush near the Egyptian frontier, that Jordan frontier 
forces were being reinforce d and that Arab demonstrators in .9eiru t were 
carrying placards: " Palestine After Suez. 11 he se reports "deepen our 
fears that Egypt's Colonel Nasser wil l attacl{ Israel as soon as he absorbs 
the Suez. They fortify our conviction that it will serve the c~use of 
peace if the Republican platform declares our country's determination 
to help preserve peace in the Near East by measures to deter aggress 1n n: 
security treaties to both Israel and the Arab states to , arantee th~ 
existing UN armistice lines, defensive weapons to Israel to restore the 
arms balance which ha.s been up et by Co :nmunist shipments to Nasser. 11 

In personal appeals to the Senators and other leading memoers of the 
Platform Committee, we stressed the anxiety of American Jews lest the 
free world permit Nas ser to be61n where itler left off. 

We be l ieve that the Near East plank of the Republican platform was 
strengthened as a result of this combined effort. While the plank 
does not expressly promise arms to Israel, it goes to great lengths to 
affirm America's determina tion to insure Israel's survival. Further­
more, the plank does not foreclose arms to Israel, since it dec1~~Ps : 

11 ·,fuere needed, we shall help friendly countries maintain such 
local forces and economic strength as provide a first bulwar~ 
against Communist a ression or subversion." 



A c:- rcttifvin fe'3.ture is the imolied reco .::nition that Israel -- not .._ ... - ..... ........ 
the Arab states -- i s the country t~reataned with a ~gression. This 
\•Ji 71 do much to overcome Arab propa ~~~ncia ·vhich Lss sought to distort 
h ·· tory and to shift responsioili ty for tension and a5.-=.;ression in the 
• J.dl e E .s t from the Arab states to Israel. 

In this connection, we should note the extraordin~ry activity of the 
Arab loboy. Every delegate at Ghicago (and, we believe, at Sa.n Franci...,co) 
received a :pac:,..et from the Ar~.b Inforrration Center , including nine mimeo­
.;-raphed statements: "~vb.o's the Trouble !-iaker in the P.oly Land?u -­
ir,Democracy' in Israel" -- uThe PlL ht of the Arab Refugees" -- "Israel 
and the Zionist Interna tionaleu -- 1 Israel's '3orders' u -- uTerri torial 
Ambitions of Israelu -- "To Set the Reco ro Str ight - Zionists, Not 
Jews" ( _\ release iITsued by the Embassy of Saudi Arabia) -- "Arab News 
Digest: Suez Canal 1 -- "The Suez Canal - Facts and F1gures " (Issued by 
the ~byptian Embassy). 

3ut none of this pro na;anda found its way into the platforms. 

,'11 thin the next few weeks, we shall send you SU6_:estions for activities 
in the coming months. In the meantime, please be in touch with those 
members of Congress who sup 0orted the arms for Israel planks in both 
pla tforms, to express your appreci~tion for their helpfulness. Please 
note the names on the enclosed lists. 

Enclosures 




