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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL • WASHINGTON BUREAU 

June 17, 1952 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

SUITE 305 RING BUILDING 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 

EXECUTIVE 1060 

I am enclosing a copy of the draft which I have given to 
Taft, and which he approves. He has agreed to transmit it to 
Senator Millikin, chairman of the Resolutions Committee. It is 
an overall regional plank and this is in consonance with the 
Mutual Security Program. 

A copy of this plank has a.lso gone to Lodge and it has also 
been shown to Nat Goldstein for submission to Dewer and Dulles. 
Javits, who has been a tower of strength in the House Foreign 
Affairs Connnittee this year, has gone over this draft very care
fully and made some of the changes that he thought were necessary 
to win its acceptance by the party. 

I do not thi we will have any trouble. 

~ conversation with Taft was very bri f. He read my note and 
read the plank and said he approved it and volunteered to pass it 
on. Then I asked hin whether he wanted to publicize his position, 
although I did not think it would mean much in terms of delegates• 
votes before the convention and it was then he said that he ex
pected to see you in the next ~ or two and he wouJ.d take it up 
with you. I assumed he meant you were coming here and I, therefore, 
called to suggest that you, Eban and I get together. (Eban knew 
I was calling you). 

I shall look forward to seeing you in Chicago and if we get 
into trouble I will certainly not hesitate to call on you. We plan 
no formal. presentation at the convention since we will be quite 
satisfied if this plank originates ~ith the candidates and with the 
party, and is not the product of an outside influence. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
19810 Shaker ~oulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organiution of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organiution of America-Poale Zion 
Miuachi Organiution of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah•Poale Zion) • Zionist Organization of America 

Zionists-Revisionists of AmeriQ 



ROPOSED 1952 UJ3LIC.AJ:: 

nublican Part ,. • s consiste. tl· .. ad::oc['..ted t_ e rccon-
~ V 

sti tution of a. nation 1 houe for the J e 1i . peopl e since a 

Republican Congr es s decl ed its sunport for t hat objective 

t hir ty years ago. 

We pledge continued support to t he State of Isr el to 

enable it to carry out its historic and humanitarian undertaking 

to provide sanctuary for Jewish people rendered homeless by 

persecution and to strengthen its econo. •• t:.nd i raprove its 

means of defense as part of t he def ense of he free world 

a{"ninst a.egression. 

ge I srael d t· e Ax b St tes to enter into direct 

negotiations for tb ac:ie·c. ent of erm nent ne~ce · nth 

··e e .. :p~·ess OLJ.r cl p 

al est • 1 e- ab ref ee and pledge conti ucd ,·u ort -... 0 

co .trieC!o . 

e s -.. 1pat·1 • z w· t' t: e as_ • rat ons of t' e .. :'J neople o 

t for noli t • c 1 c. .. • eco o .ic i1 • e e t 

•. th i tern 

or ,I.: .·or.10.,_ • o . o... e. c 

econ.o.11ic n. e elo_. e ~ . 
" n : e 



T PRIME •II STER 

Jerusalem, 31 August, 1952 

,y dear Lipsky: 

I am glad to send you our warmest congratulations on the com

pletion of another task. I refer to the Council's successful effort 

to secure the adoption of pro-Israel planks in the platforms of both 

political parties. We know ho much the Council has done to tin public 

opinion n support of th s program, how steadfc stly and earnestly the 

hundreds and thousands of Zionist workers throughout the country ve 

carried this work forward. 

I wrote both to express my personal feelings and to convey to 

you and to your colleagues on the Counc 1 the appr Ciation of the 

Government itself. 

In some respects, I hesitate to write this letter, for it seems 

strange to be writing thanks to a great American Jew whos devotion to 

Zionism goes back more than half century of dedicated service. I 

lmow how much joy you must derive from this record of vital achievement. 

e pry that you ill continue your inspiring leadership for many 

years to come. 

~r. Louis Lipslcy 
American Zionist Council 
Kew York 

Yours sincerely, 

David Ben-Gurton 
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BEPORT OJ' ACTIVITIES or AMDICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

:S7 Rabbi Jerome Unger, Executive Director 

August 19 - Sept ember 8, 1952 

I. Grspt-in-Aid Activities 

After the Special Committee (Ure. Rosensohn, t.1essrs. Lipsky, 1Iiller, Segal) 
approved, liemorandum #27B was sent to our community contacts. The eight parties 
were asked to reinforce this by sending directives to their local groups. The 
ZOA, LZOA, Farband and Hapoel Hemizrachi reported that this was done. Certain 
non-Zionist groups were also a&ked to do this. Eighteen communities reported 
that letters of thanks had been sent to Senators and Congressmen. Several com
munities reported that they had already begun making approaches to candidates. 
IIiss Sulamith Schwartz (in Israel) is preparing material on the use of grant
in-aid for our future effort. 

II. Ppliticnl Campaign 

Rabbi Unger reported that he attended a ZOA Convention in Dallas, Texas and 
also visited Georgia and had established contacts with communities in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, New Uexico • Oklahoma. Texas and Georgia. He had discussed with them 
the reorganization of local councils and approaches to candidates. 1·r. I. L. Kenen. 
our Washington representative, has undertaken this same task during his visits to 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Uinnesota, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Chicago and 
Buffalo. IIr. Harry Stein'berg has done the same thing while in St. Louis and 
Kan eas City. 

A luncheon with General Eisenhower and Jewish leaders on September 9, includ
ing Zionist leaders, was reported as non-productive. Rosh Hashanah greetings by 
General Eisenhower and Governor Stevenson, to be released on September 16, included 
non-committal statements on Israel. 

A letter was received by Mr. Lipslq from Prime Iinister :Sen-Gurion thanking 
the .American Zionist Council for its work in connection with the pol1t1ce1 plat
forms of both parties. ('The text of this letter has already been circulated to 
the Executive Committee and a copy is attached hereto.) 

III. Hilitaey Aid 

Ur. Lipsq addressed a letter and memorandum on the subject to Secretary of 
State Acheson; the reply received fro:n Hr. l3yroade was non-committal. The eight 
parties were requested to send siailar letters regarding military aid to Secretaey 
Acheson. From the ZOA and 12 communities we have had letters adivising that 
letters have been sent. Aa a result of local conte.cts, favorable editorial com
ment has been in a number of newspapers on the matter of militaey aid to Israel. 

Senator Sparkman has approached the State Department regarding this question 
and our contact with Senator Sparkman has urged the Senator to continue hia effort• 
in this matter. 
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IV. Jerusalem 

Several communities have inquired a.bout our position. Ninister Goitein has 
advised us not to raise the issue as it ia still hoped that it will not appear 
on the agenda of the UN '1th General Assembly. Enlargement of the issue by us 
might create difficulties. Where errors are published, however, it is suggested 
that we might prepare effective replies. 

V. Oommuni ty Cont a.ct s 

Reorganization and reactivation are taking place in many communities as a 
result of personal visits, telephone calla, letters and directives of the parties, 
including liiami, l'few Orleans, Portland, (Oregon), Philadelphia, St. Louis, Kansas 
City and Atlanta. 

Letters to editors and editorials have been drafted and published in several 
communities, including Richmond, Washington, D. c., Schenectady, Atlanta, Chicago, 
Dqton, Buffalo, San Antonio, Detroit, Macon, dealing with various matters con
cerning Israel. 

Assistance has been given to individuals al1d local councils in l:iami, Ohio, 
Georgia, Louisiana, New Hampshire, Nebraska, North Carolina and other places to 
make our work more effecti'v·e, 

Special requests for special ~Feakers in cities presenting problems have 
been filled. 

A tour of 34 cities by Embassy alld Consulate speakers bas begun and is having 
good effect • 

liaterial to students, writers and speakers has been supplied in increasing 
amount. 

The promotion of the Schechtman am De Oaury books has been meeting with 
success. Reviews of the books have appeared in ma.n.y places and copies of the 
books have been sent to libraries and key individuals. 500 copies of the 
Schechtman book and 150 copies of the De Gaury books have thus been placed. 

VI. 6,pecial Group Activities 

The u. s. State Depart~ent Book Project has made preliminary organizational 
progress. The budgetary matters are now before the Jewish Agency. 

A new Inwood library in uptown New York opened with a special exhibit shelf 
of books placed by the American Zionist Council in cooperation with the local ZOA 
district and He.dassah Chapter. Librarian reports that in first ten days 71 of 
the 75 books are in circulation. 

The ZOA Commission on Israel and the Uidd.le East is cooperating with us in 
etimulating local areas to more effective work. 

An ambitious project of using Israel 1tudents on u. S. campuses in public 
relations activities is in the planning stage. 
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There is continuiDg reaction 'by local Zionists to our policy of using 
non-Zionists as well aa Zionists in our work. This requine discussion by the 
Executive Committee and a fixed policy established. 

The usual relationship with specialized groups continues. 

VII. Zionist Youth Council 

The members returning from Israel report an enthusiastic group will under
take increased activities. 

A ne,,, secretary, Mrs. Goldowitz, has been appointed, replacing Hiss 
Bienenfeld, who has gone to Israel as a Chalutzah ,., 

VIII. American Christian Palestine Committee 

During the period Uilder report, not a usually active time of year, five 
speakers were placed at 12 meetings in 5 communities. 

The :Blanche J. Shepard Memorial Fund remains at $3,465.50, including one 
$100 Israel Bond. 

We are continuing contacts with important organizations, such as the 
American Politicei Science Association. 

Excellent contacts have been established with friendly members of the 
faculty in several colleges, which will be helpful in combatting the insidious 
a%ld growing impact of the .American Friends of the 1-Iiddle East (Dorotey Thompson 
group). 

The AZC was successful in diverting the Town Heating of the Air l)rogram on 
Middle East on August 19 from touching Israel• despite the unfriendly Arab who 
was on the program. 

Arrangel:lents have been made with certain important individuals now tourin& 
the ,1Iiddle East for speaking engagements on return. Former Study Tour members 
will have large speaking programs when the Fall season gets under wa'Q. :alach one 
is getting oareful briefing to avoid any untoward incidents. 

\1e were able to transform an American Council for Judai am program planned 
at a New York metropolitan college Hillel center into a pro-Israel occasion. 

IX. Miace11aneou1 

A re1)ly is in preparation to an unfavorable article by en American Council 
for Judaism member, Hr. Lilienthal, in the Se.)tember issue of the American Legion 
magazine. 

The Reader's Digest has postponed the inclusion of Dr. Jamee G. MacDonald's 
article on Israel. 

JUIJX 

• • • • 



COllFIDENTIAL NO, 55 

AUEIUO.All ZIONIST OOUNOIL 

Jlinutes of Meeting of the Executive Committee 

September 9, 1952 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of' the American Zionist Council was 
held on Tuesday, September 9, 1952 at 3:00 P.H. at 342 Hadison Avenue, New York 
City. 

PRESENT: 

Louie Lipsky (presiding), Charles :Bick, Pinchas Cruso • Jeinish Epstein, 
Berl Frymer, :Ira. David Greenberg, I-Ira. Samuel w. Halprin, Rabbi rax Kirshblum, 
Rabbi Irving lUller, Dr. Zvi Neuman, ?Irs. Samuel J. Rosensohn, Avraham Schenker, 
Louis Segal and Harry Torczyner. 

Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

I. !PWORTS: 

A report of the general activities of the Americe.n Zionist Cowicil for the 
period August 19 - September 8, 1952 is submitted to the Executive Committee as 
pa.rt of this record and is appended hereto. 

I I . ORGAlUZATI OH: 

ltr. Lipsky announced the appointment of Hr. Ha.rry Torczyner a.s Chairman of 
the Finance Committe and as therefore one of the six signers of our checks. Thia 
was ratified unanimously. 

A resolution was adopted naming the f'ollot·.1.ng as the six signers of our 
checks, any tt-.10 of \':bom may sign: Pinchas Cruso, !:rs. Elliot F. Gla.ssberg, Paul 
Goldman, Rabbi 1-,ax Kirshblum, Harry Torcyzner, Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

The Chairman called attention to the fact that the resolution on discipline 
is still on the agenda and has not leen diepoded ot. It 1111• agree4 that in view of 
the fact that the entire matter of the structure and activities of the Council 
will shortly come under discussion, the question of discipline be discussed at 
that time also. 

I I I. POLITICAL PB>GlWI: 

The Chairman reported that a small, informal luncheon meeting has been 
arranged by friends of General Eiaenhower for him to meet Jewish leaders. General 
Eisenhower mq at that time make a statement on Israel. In addition he will 
release to the press a meaaa&e to the Jews of America, for Rosh Hashanah. Governor 
Stevenson will probably follow the same procedure. 'l'he question has been raised 
whether the representatives ot the Zioniat organizations, and more particularly, 
the American Zionist Council, ahould go to thi1 luncheon. 



A long discussion ensued, in which all the members of the Executive Committee 
participated, pointing out the possible interpretation ot attendance or non
attendance at this luncheon by representatives of the Zionist organizations. 
(A full report of this discussion is on file). It was emphasized that in all 
matters relating to the presidential campaign, it is important that the bi-'.E)arti
sanship of our organization be maintained. It was agreed that representatives 
of the Council who had been invited to the Eisenhower luncheon should attend, 
end the.t if a. similar luncheon is held for Stevenson, the same procedure should 
be follo,-,ed. 

It t-ras brought to our attention that Bonds for Israel was planning a dinner 
for Senator Ives to \ohich General Eisenhower had been invited. It was pointed 
out that this dinner had been planned a long time ago with the idea of selling 
large numbers of bonds. After much discussion, it was the consensus that we must 
impress upon our people that it is not desirable to identify the organization as 
such t-rith any one party. They should do their best to try to balance the situa
tion end to see to it that in any city in which the candidates appear, emphasis 
should be placed upon the fact that there are Jews in both parties. 

In connection with the efforts of the AZC in enlisting the aid of the 
American Jewish Committee, :Snai irith, etc., it was felt that a modification. of 
our procedure m~ be necessary. In the future instead of sending directives to 
other organizations than our O\o.G local Councils, the American Zionist Council 
will contact our local people directly. They mq in their turn bring into work 
auch local groups as in their judgment t'lOuld be useful. We should not place our 
o,ai organizations in a secondary position. It is important for us to establish 
the power and the identity of the Zionist groups. Our influence was strongly 
felt in connection with grant-in-aid and the autual Security Act a.nd we should 
exercise our power in other channels as well. We want to atrenghten our position 
as Zionists vis-a-vis the public. 

In this connection, IIr. Lipsky noted that it is important that we have more 
powerful people on our side. The principal strength of the Council is its 
apparatus of influence throughout the country. The more power that we have in 
that apparatus the better for us. We cannot sacrifice the function for the sake 
of the authority. We encourage the ZOA to be as active as possible because 
through that activity there will be cree.ted local people who are competent to 
take part in local affairs. Similarly ,,e seek the effective cooperation of other 
organizations. 

Rabbi Unger called attention to the fact that t'WO years ago, ,,hen the grant
in-aid effort began, Hr. Eban called two meetings, one in Washington and one in 
New York. Re invited non-Zionist Jewish representatives and implored their aid 
and 1 t was freely given. Ur. Kenen was originally- supposed to organize a com
mittee outside the Zionist group. That fell through and we worked through the 
Zionist Council. ADL people said they would do anything we asked them to do and 
did ao. There is bound to be a certain amount of difficulty and contusion, Rabbi 
Unger pointed ,out, as long as we use in addition to our own local Councils certain 
national non-Zionist Jewish organizations. Since, however, then• organisations 
can be useful ·and are willing to cooperate to a degree, we must fllld the pro
cedure best ade;pted to achieve this result. He recommended that we cive our 
attention to this matter as he is doing in order to find such a satiata.cto17 
procedure. 

Mr. Lipslq added that until the Zionist organization, lfOrk out their own 
atructure and forms as a JDOvement aAd come to acreementa, they cannot expect to 
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have the organizations' troubles interfere with the functions of the Zionist 
movement. We can orgenize the Zionists in this country if we have the will to 
do it. 

:irs. Halprin was of the opinion that there are large groups of people we 
will never get within the organized Zionist movement who can be stirred to help 
Israel. It is important that we work out a method by which our people uill use 
the services of these people. 

IV. GEm-IAll BEP,AliTIONSi 

I~r. Lipslcy' announced that the Council had received an invitation to attend 
a meeting of the Policy Committee of the Conference on Jewish lia.terial Claims 
Against Germ~, scheduled for September 17. He stated that he am. lira. Epstein 
had been designated to represent the Council at these meetings. lirs. E]_)stein 
had been unable to attend one session of the previous meeting and I:r. Cruso took 
her place. At the meeting held in London during the summer Ur. Segal represented 
the Council. 

After much dis~ussion, it was decided that the meeting scheduled for 
September 17 should be attended by Ur. Lipsky, Hrs. Epstein and :Ir. Segal, as 
an alternate. 

Inasmuch as no report has been made officially to the Council regarding the 
worlc of the Policy Committee and its findin~, it vas requested that the Jewish 
Agency invite the members of the Executive Committee of the Council to hear a 
report from Dr. Goldmann prior to the meeting of the Reparations Conference 
called for September 17. The Executive Director was instructed to communicate 
with the A&ency and if possible t,o arrange for a. meeting of the AZC Executive 
Committee at the Agency office on Tuesday, September 16. 

The next regular meeting of the Executive Committee is scheduled to take 
place on Tuesday, September 23, at 3:00 P.U. at the office of the Council. 

The meeting waa adjourned at 5:00 P.lt. 

J.u. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

September 16, 1952 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tenple 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver• 

Confirming our telephone message delivered to you 
on September 10, the next regular meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the American Zionist Council will be held on 
Tuesday, Septe · ber 25, at 3100 P .Ii. in the office of the 
Council, 342 Madison Avenue. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Chairman of the Jewish Agency, 
has been invited to meet with us in order to render a report 
on the German reparations matter. Please make every ettort to 
attend. 

In order that there be a clear understarxling of ur 
meeting dates, we shall adhere to the policy now two years old 
or meeting regularly on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month st 3t00 P .M. This schedule will obtain unless modified 
by the Pxecutive itselt. 

You will be interested in the attached copy of a 
letter which t r. Lipeq has just received from the Prime 
Kinister ot Israel. 

JUanes 
Enclosure 

Looking forward to greeting you at our ■eating. I a11 

Sincerely yours, 

me Unger 
e Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zioni t Organization of America • Hapoe) Hamizrachi • Labor Zioni t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
• Mizrachi Organization of America • Progre sive Zioruat League-Ha homer Hatzair • United Zioni t Labor Party (Acbdut 

428 Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni t Orpniution of America • Zioni ta-Reviaioniete of America 



AMBASSADOR EBAN'S RD4ARKS 

Mr. Lipsky, ladies and gentlement I think I might contribute to 
the formal discussion if I remain seated. I come here as a result of en 
invitation stimulated by myself because I felt for some time, as I think 
you must feel, that the area of close cooperation between the Embassy of 
Israel and the American Zionist Council has beeome ~ider and wider each 
month and the area cannot be covered without periodical meetingso 

Before I embark upon a discussion of the many tasks which we hava 
in common, I cannot possibly avoid one ceremonial dutyo whieh is to 
reiterate in public what I have seid to Mr. Lipsky in writing, namaly, 
that the Government of Israel and especially the Embassy in Mashington 
are both profoundly moved and impressed by the degree and character of 
the assistance which Israel has received in its most essential political 
tasks from the American Zionist Council in the most recent past. Our 
experiences show that the American Zionist Council rose to the level of 
its tasks. If I ere called upon to make an historic appreciation, which 
happily is not amongst my tasks, I would say that the American Zionist 
Council in the last year and a half fully maintained the level of its 
work end the glories of 1947 and 1948. 

I wish to express my appreciation for all the work that has been 
done under the leadership of Mr. Lipsky and the direction of Rabbi Unger. 
Another duty is to report here the advantage hich we have had from the 
achievements of Mro I~L. KenenQ I am sure he understands the n~ture of 
our problems sufficiently to feel inspired by the opportunities he has 
had and seized of bringing advantage to Israel at 1he most crucial point 
of its national life~ 

My chief message is that we are in the midst of one struggle and 
at the beginning of another. I should like to deal, if I may, 
individually with the various problems which have concerned us and new 
ones which arise at this stage. I have been trying to summarize in my 
own mind recently the milestones in American Israel friendship and they 
are manifold. Unless we consolidate them in a single appreciation, we 
lose the picture as a mole~ 

In the sphere of international relations, the habits of American 
policy in the past two years have been those of general cooperation with 
Israel in our struggle with the Arab states. I apply those to our 
diffioul ties in the UN and also in other areas where established 
hostility impinges upon the Arab world. There is, of course, no complete 
identification bet11een Israel and the United States in larger 
international policies in relation to the Arab world~ It is because the 
U.S. is a world power with Moslem and Arab interestso 

The differences between us and the u. S. in matters of international 
policy are differences in degree; between the u~s. e.nd the Arabs there 
are profound divergencies of opinion~ !f you look at the policy of the u.s. in the past two years on the pursuit of pee.eet refugees, e ttempt• 
to separate Jerusalem from Israel, you will reach the conclusion that 
American policy end Israel policy belong to the same category; Amerioen 
policy and Arab policy do not live in the same worldo In the last two 
or three years, the United States, after many vacillations arising from 
its ambivalent position in the world0 has reached solutions corresponding 
to our own. 



'l'be UN is simply one area of confrontation between ourselves and 
the Arab _,rld in their hostilities towards us. As you know, we found 
that the United States, joined in this case by the other Western po ers, 
was opposed to any recognition of the Arab League or any identification 
between the ~astern defense plans with the Arab Leagueo 

I pass from the area of political, international and defense 
relationships to that of economic relationships. The United States has 
not yet reached the point of establishing a link with Israel. In the 
sphere of economic relations, your Council has rendered great help. We 
speak of the inclusion of Israel in the Mutual Security programo We 
should understand the trutht the truth is that Americo.n aid to Israel 
is something peculiarly unique and utterly dissociated in its proportion 
to the grant-in-aid program. These are very special acts of alliance 
between us, falling outside the general framework of those programs. 
This year, during which Israel will benefit to the extent of $73 million, 
the countries of India, Indonesia, whose population is 600 million, are 
to receive $62 million. 

The same is true in the execution of these programs. On three 
occasions, to my regret, as a result of the failure of voluntary Jewish 
organizations to reach their goals, we ha.ve stood on the verge of 
collapse. Involved is an interruption of our vital supplies, including 
food. we face dangers. Faced with the choice between a weakening and 
a stable Israel, the United States considers it is to American interest 
to have a solvent Israel rather than a collapsing Israel. I make the 
plea that we do not exploit that too far. I think we have reached the 
limits of special dispensations which we can expect under the Mutual 
Security program. If word got around that Israel was getting $66 
million, a long queue of foreign ambassadors would appear at the door of 
the State Department. 

Let us not underestimate the inhibitions which America had to 
overcome. In the sphere of American relations, in the sphere of Jewish 
life, there are disquieting failures - the fact that three times 
Israel faced the possibility of collapse and had to be rescued by a 
foreign government. 

The sooner we reverse the balance of responsibility, the better. 
The main responsibility must come from the Jewish people. Whatever we 
secure from others should be regarded as supplemental to the main 
effort, because I fear we have already reached our limit from these 
external sources of aid. The spheres of our economic relationships were 
extended this year. Th.ere must be many people who entirely regretted 
the emergence of Israeli once the emergence was accepted as a fact, we 
had better make it a solid concern not on the brink of disaster, 
requiring emergency aid. 

You cannot approach this question without a feeling of deep 
tension and suspense. It is for that reason that when the question 
arose as to the imminent elections in the United States I felt that if 
there was ever value in the vast multiplication of commitments by both 
parties towards Israel. never is it greater than now~ 

I don•t think the freedom ot an American party to live up to its 
platform is equal to the freedom which the British had,. I believe that 
there is more to the party platfol"lll than there is to the resolutions ot 
a party Congress in Britain. It an administration wishes to be against 
Israel, the fact that there is a party platform in our favor need not 



deter it but it will make it more difficult. If there is an administration which wishes to take a pro-Israel platform, it is most helpful in 
meeting criticisms of those who oppose it. The work that has been done has been of the greatest importance. The new administration is botmd by 
a considerable series of cor:mnitments. 

The party platform is anonymous and abstract. The candidates are 
very alive and real. The work now being done will lead to commitments in the spirit of the platform by the candidates themselves. I urge the 
utmost vigilance on the assumption that nothing exists until it has 
already been done, and, of course~ the time is not long. 

Apart from the question of the Presidency, you must be concerned 
with the public support which the cause of Israel receives and 
especially our relations with Congress as a result of the Mutual Security Act. As a result of the Mutual Security Act the Congress of the United States became an important factor in deciding the destiny of Israelo 

Our foreign policy, which at one period concerned nobody in the u.s. except the Administration, has become increasingly a matter of 
public concern. Israel end Congress relations are something of 
permanent importance whether there is to be legislation or not. I 
hope that the American Zionist Council does not regard this marriage 
between Israel and the Congress, in hich you have been the felicitous 
wedding ring, as addressed to some particular emergeneyo It is part of 
the permanent struotu~e of American-Israel relations~ 

The prospect therefore is that an administration will come into 
power which according to its own platform will be committed to the 
maintenance and continuance of this polioyo It doesnit solve the 
situation. Tl-ere is going to be a tremendous change of personnel in 
Washington. My colleagues feel on this like the professor encountering a new class. 

I would suggest that you devote as much consideration as you can to the necessity of keeping Israel in the fore both on radio and 
television. It is, of course, part of the issue of the foreign policy. There is an unparalleled interest in the election process, am people 
a.re more tied to their television and radio than evero 

So much for American-Israel relations, hich I think in general 
can be described as being in good shape but which can be maintained in that shape only with constant vigilance. 

Militery aid is making very slow progress. There is a wistful 
hope that something will happen in the Arab orld which will enable 
American aid to Israel to be counterbalanced or appear to be 
counterbalanced by something else that is done by the United States in its self-defense policr in the Middle East~ 

The u.s. Government is no longer placing its confidence in some token regional organization. I don•t think aid to Israel is being held 
up for that; it is being held up until something develops between the 
United States and perhaps igypt. e are certainly very appreciative 
ot everything that you are doing in that connection. I think the 
publication of our request was a matter of great importance. Our 
people in ffashington made a summary of the position before and after the 
official publication by the American Zionist Council of the tact the.t 
this claim existed. We hope that a volume of support will develop. 
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I mention the German reps.rations question, on which I presume you have had a detailed report from Dr. Goldmann, who took such a courageous and dynamic pe.rt in every phase of this endeavor. The American attitude to the German reparations began, I would say, as one of incredulity. e were looked upon with compassion but there was no indication that it was taken seriously. ~hen its seriousness became manifest and e talked to the Germans, a marked improvement took place and there es a disposition on the part of the muted States discreetly but persistently to help us. When Secretary Acheson made his representations to Adenauer -those who were present say he, Acheson, never spoke with such fervoro 
I think essentially this is an act by the German Governmento The margin of those who opposed it end those who advocated it was so close that we must attach importance to the fact that the Western powers exercised their powers for good It is quite certain to me from ~r. Acheson• s attitude :resterday that we can expect more unqualified support from the ratification than we got at the beginningo I think there will be no trouble as regards the implementation of the ratification. Refusal to ratify would make the position far worse than if the venture had never been undertaken. 

The United States does not think there is a danger. They promise vigilance. All in all, when we say that e need a continuance of American support v,e mean something very tangible nowo 

My last remarks concern a new field which has opened up before us from the unexpected and undesirable renewal of the annual festival which takes place each autumn. Arabs refuse any discussion throughout the year, but in the au tu.mn when the voice of the TJN 1 s heard in the land, an indignant cry goes forth. We are faced again with this item on the agenda. 

~e don•t shirk the debate; e havenvt al~ays losto Either the General Assembly declined to accept the Arab arguments or they have accepted them in such an extreme form as to disregP.rd them in the very acceptance of their arguments. · e did hear a few verbal notes of moderation in the Arab world which are likely to bo overrun by the new steam-rollers. It seemed to me that the desire of Na.guib as meant to present a buffer zone of silence. 

I suggest that it is not merely the consequence of raising the problem but the intention. When Jordan used to show e. disposition to moderation, the other Arab countries would look for an opportunity to counteract it. In order to launch this festival of abuf3e age.inst Israel, they had to do it themselves. They could find no Shabbos goy to do it, not even an Asian state. Asian states are associated with the Arab states on the question of human rightso On the question of Israel, the other states of Asia are not. 

!hat do we want from the u.s. and from the UoN.? We want a policy of returning these complaints, preferably 1th a vigorous demand of the parties that they should settle their questions by direct negotiations. We want them to be more positive a.nd assertive in making demands of the Arab states 



The United States and Japen have s1gned peace treaties. We, 
ourselves. were exhorted by the united States and Great Britain that if 
we wanted anything from the Germans e should go to them to contact them. 

e simply want the United States and the United ?-Tations to tell the Arabs 
to talk to Israel (as Israel did with the Germans). You can•t make 
demands upon Israel and refuse to consult with her. There is some 
response to this point of view. We shall shortly express the hope that 
they will put through a resol1.1tion returning the plans end constituting 
such a form of appeal for negotiation that if the Arabs refuse to 
negotiate, they will lose their appeal. 

We wish to avoid the sixty countries telling us how to settle the 
refugee problem. If nothing has been done during the year to come to an 
agreement, this discussion will be useless. The meeting in San J'ranciscx, 
had meaning only because the countries had meetings before that. 

We tried this out ~ith the Israel bloc which we formed this 
morning. We had a rather colorful meeting with the represent~tives of 
Sweden, Uruguay, Turkey, Mexico, the Netherland.a which shows that there 
is a group which is willing to consult with us. We are sorry that 
Moses didn't oome to rest upon some Swedish area, among people with 
whom we seem to have a more national language than that of the Moslem 
worldj 

These are the issues before uso I noticed in reading the minutes 
of your recent discussions that some of you are disturbed by what 
appear to be departures in the line of presentation. There is nothing 
that Ur. Kenen has written or done or said which includes anything with 
which I am not assoeiRted or responsible. This business of our 
cooperation requires certain techniques. The pressure of events is so 
constant that unless we have sufficient confidence 1n him e.nd in me to 
establish the liberty of consultation, enabling him to act as a result 
and in a true consultation with Mr. Lipsky, I think VJe are going to slow 
down. It means loss of a certain formal control 0 but I think that 
Israel•s interests are paramount. If you want effectiveness and speed 
and rapid! ty you should favor and ad~ocate and support l r. Kenan• s 
activities. It has always had the formal sanction of your Chairman, and 
it is in accord with the policy of the Government of Israel. 

The factual situation makes us go beyond the statement of Israel's 
demands and deal sometimes with questions of the whole Middle East 
because that is the framework in which the United States thinks a bout 
Israel. It might seem illogical to you that there are so many Zionist 
documents which advocate the support of Arab refugees. We believe in 
the maintenance and continuance of these programs as of vital interest 
to tho State of Israelo We advocate the continuance of Arab support 
because the interests of Israel's regional security demand suoh a policy; 
especially should we be the active advocates of relief for the Arab 
stateso 

On the other hand, I do:ntt think that there 1s any profit in our 
opposing the regional concept if that is the manner in hioh the United 
States chooses to express its concern in that area. If there is a 
question on aid to an Arab state of a military character, its 
relationship to Israel must be given consideration. 

As a second line of defense, you say that if Egypt 1s first in the 
queue, we have been in the queue for eight months It looks now as it 
the question of whether the United States should give military assistance 
to EgJPt is likely to arise within the next few months; all impulses 
have been to give that a.id. 



• 
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DISOUSSION 

UR. LIPSKY• The Ambassador informs me that he may have to leave in ten 
or fifteen minutea, 'tut will answer questions now. 

MR3 TORCZYNER1 I am very happy that you found time to come here 
because this gives us an occasion to discuss very briefly some of your 
endorsements of projects and some of your policies which are not the 
policies of the Oouncilo I would like to take exception to two specific 
pointst (l) You did deal with the American elections; (2) You also 
said that whatever Mr. Kenen has said or has done has been done with 
your approval. There are certain activities which I believe had better 
be conducted from the AZO than from the Embassy. You have correctly 
said that whatever is being done in the Embassy deals with Israelo 
Whatever we do here affects not only Israel but the status of American 
Jews. The Jews of the United States are in the unique position of 
having set themselves apart from all other Americans in claiming 
specific economic and military aid for a specific country, not the 
United States. Sooner or later0 whether we like it or not, we will be 
affected by that kind of attitudeo We Zionists certainly are not 
against it, but we believe that we should be first consulted when these 
problems are being dealt wl.tho It has happened in the Arab refugee 
problem that this has been done, as you have said, very bluntly and 
plainly, at your requesto 

MR. EBANt I have said that Mr!) Kenen consulted me on a matter whare 
the Government of Israel's position would be furthered or not furthered, 
and what he has said is in accordance with our policyc 

MR. TORC[iNERt I have no problem before me of Kenen or not Kenan. The 
problem is a different one. There are elections going on. oertein 
statements have been 1n1 tiated not by the AZO but, I understand, by the 
Israel Embassyo 

MR1 LIPSKY: Not at allo 

MR2 TOROZXlimt Or the Israel Embassy las consulted with certain oersons 
who are not Zionists concerning certain statemsnts to be delivered during 
the electoral campaign by certain of the candidates, and certain of these 
statements have never been seen by anyone in the AZO 

Mtt. EBANI These are i nternal mattorso 

AAR, TORCZYpER1 One statement was not seen and one ~as seen , 

liliR. LIPSKYs You are using an equivocal word; d-.>n"t YvU mean considered 
by the Executive Committee? 

MR, TORCZYNERt I mean not see;o One of them you must have seen and one 
you have not seen at alla I will be more specific in view of the 
fact that you know definitely what I am referring to. Two statements 
have been forwarded to General Eisenhower from Jewish quarters to be 
inserted in his next foreign policy speeoho 

MR• LIPSK.Y,r There may he. ve been three. Are you sure? 

Yflt TOROZJN¥1 There he,ve been twoo 



UR. LIPSKY1 There has been one statement seen by me, submitted to me by 
Mr. Kenan, which has passed through and presumably and ultimately 
reached the hands of General Eisenhower. There is another statement 
prepared by somebody else and also going through channels and reaching 
ultimately presumably General Eisenhower. But these st~tements are not 
statements on behalf of the Council, are not official st~tements on the 
part of anybody, but are things which have been conducted by regional 
Zionists with the regional candidates~ You cannot say that that is an 
officieJ. statement that has anything to do with the Council. 

MR. TORCZTI·JE11s You speak about one statement. I refer to t o documents. 
MY objection is that these statements were not cleared with the Zionist 
council, ware not cleared vd.th the people whom it affects and who have 
the greates~ interest in them 0 and I wish to express the hope that when 
this marvelous sy&tem of consultation is put into application where 
Israel is concerned, there should be a two-way passagec tVhen the Embassy 
of Israel is approached, we should be consulted about these statements 
and not have, for instance, the unpleasant surprise when we read one of 
the letters sent by Hr. Lipsky to every member of the Council to ask 
for military aid -- to see the,t thjs request is being submitted on the 
highest level of one of the political parties by one of the non-Zionists, 
who makes the statement that a commitment for arms for Israel follo s 
the Communist line. No Zionist would have to apologize if there were 
the proper clearance both ways. Mro Ambassador, I hope that you will 
see fit, whenever such consultations take place, to consult with the 
Zionists. I know that it is very difficult because of the distance 
from ~ashington. It is in the interest of Israel and it 1s in the 
interest of our comon work. 

MRS. ROSENSOHN1 What I am going to say may be e.n internal question but 
since the Ambassador brought it up, I must make a statemento Mr. Eban 
said that anything that l.ir. Kenen had brought to un had been gone over 
by him and had met with his approval. He also said that after he and 
Mr. Kenan went over e. statement and went over it with Mr. Lipsky, he 
thought that that was sufficient and that statements should be sent out 
under the name of the Zionist Council with the approval of the chairman. 
Our chairman has devoted himself in a marvelous .ay in tl's last three 
years to the AZO, but I think that things would be hastened and not 
slowed up if the chairman would not take it upon himself to approve any 
statement without calling in his Executive Committee • . e have told 
Mr. Lipsky that we are at his disposal on a day's notice; that we would 
be here, or the representative~ of our organization, with full power, 
before anything goes o~~o I ~hink that since you ~ere calling not 
upon t~1esa Ji80ple here ·:-,t:t up~n the thousands ot the u,g to give body to 
what you ask, that it w'-•uJ.d be infinitely f!lore favora·!J~.e to have it 
criticized and fiLally adoptea by th6 Council~ 

MR, EB&!• Mr. Kenan does not conjure things out of the empty airo 

~.t.Jl~ .. ~I~ What Mro Tc,rczyner is referring to is rather vague because 
there wera any nu~ber of documents that w~re submitted in many cases to 
the o:tf1e~rs of the Ooun,il a.nc. in many cases to the members of the 
Council itself. lhis matter of military aid dates back to over a year 
ago and tho re was a certain formula that we had maintained through all 
the ~onveruations in connection with the grant-in-aid, When it came to 
presenting more intimate accounts of this matter, our letter was based 
upon a pamphlet which was c1rc,ulated in thousands of copies. In that 



case it was not necessa~ to have the matter of the pamphlet submitted 
to the Executive Comnittee for approval. I don•t know whether e ere 
making any offensive move that was disrespectful to the Executive Com
mittee - that has no ·relation to what is occurring todayo Some of 
them occurred during the summer and we made some explanation as to why 
\'18 had no meetings during the SU111Der. We have maintained in the last 
two years a relationship with the Embassy which was well understood by 
the members of the Executive Committee. There was an arrangement for a 
Washington representati,,e who was in consultation not only w1 th the Embassy 
but also with representatives of many large Jewish organizations; al.soi 
of course, with the Oouncilo None of the moves taken by -~• Kenen in any 
way were taken without my knowledge and without my e.greemento 

MR. TOROZXN~• There is no Kenen problem. 

URS. EPSTEIN• Does Mr. Torczyner mean that certain statements were 
sent on to General Eisenho~er•s headquarters through a non-Zionist 
approach to the Genere.l.J 

MR1 TQRCZJNERt Yes. 

MR• LIPSKY• e had a meeting of the Executive Committee where we under
took to influence the action at the Republican Convention. not through 
any direct pressure by the AZO but through the delegates to the 
Convention. Therefore, there were certain things submitted to the 
Republican Convention not by the Council but by ?~r. Javits, Senator 
Sparkman and Mr. Perlman. They submitted these matters to the committee 
within the convention. T}:ley had the advice of 1r. Kenen, who had the 
advice of the Ambassador and myself. The same thing took place in the 
Democratic Convention. There, the whole Platform Ooamittee personally 
was comni tted to do something for our cause. and they embodied. hat 
they thought was proper in the platform of the Democratic Party. The 
speech of r. Eisenhower and the letter ritten by Mr. Eisenhower on 
the New Year are two different things. The letter which appeared in 
the newspapers was written by somebody else and had nothing to do with 
us. So far as the speech was concerned, there was a form submitted by 
Mr. Kenen to Mr. J'a.vits. I saw the form am. I thought it was all right. 
I asked him if it was ell right in ashington and he said it was. When 
1 t was passed by Hr. J's.vi ts to somebody else, Mr. Javi ts himself changed 
it; then somebody else changed it. Finally, it was in the hands of 
Mr. Se.m Hausman, who also submitted it to headquarterso Then Mr. Katzen 
came into the business and said he didn"t know anything about 1 t.· The 
fact of the aatter is that everything was passed through end ultimately 
reached Mr., Eisenhowero No oue knows what is going to be in that speech. 
I understand that his speech 1.s delayed because of Mrc Nixon,• and we are 
not responsible for Lir. Nixon in any way. The idea that the mxecutive 
Committee of tLe Council should pass upon the form ot a document 
submitted to the Hepublieen Party is in my opinion~ a piece of 
child~sh play. ea.re not responsible for the ultimate result at a.11. 
Mr. E1.sethower and Mro Stevens-~n are going to make the1~ own speeches 
with whatever advice they are going to recttive from wh:,ever are fl·1ends 
of theirso 



UR. llPSTEINa At the last meeting of the Executive Committee we criticized 
the procedure and the procedure is that Mr. Kenen, without consultation 
with the Executive, \'rent out to see individuals -- Zionists and non
Zionists -- and peddled around for support of Israel without us here in 
the Council deciding on a line of policy. The result was that he spoke 
to people who ere not informed, who tried to make political capital for 
themselves, and, as Hr. Torczyner told you, this actually happened. I 
understand ? r. Torczyner• s remark, and I know mos't of us feel tha.t this 
is a lack of consult~tion. Consultation means two ways, not only to hear 
what the Embassy wants but also for the Embassy to hear our opiniono e 
believe that we have a right that our opinion should be heard. In this 
question of aid to Arab refugees, we have been told that this line has 
been taken upon the advice of the Ambassador without us being consulted 
or expressing an opinion. It is true that the majority of the Executive 
approved it, but they approved it practically ithout debate. 

1R. LIP SKY I There was an active de ba. te. 

MRS. EPSTEINI I took part in it and thought it was a wonderful idea. 
we were told it was on the advice of the Ambassador. 

MR. LIPSKY I The Ambassador approved 1 t. 

MR. EPSTEIN1 I remember well that at this meeting you said the Ambassador 
approved it. 

R. EBAN1 My advice is to support the Government of Israel. 

JR. EPSTEIN• The Embassy should find some way where we will be consulted. 
In connection with the drive of the Arab states to get arms from America 
and support, isn•t it advisable that the AZO start a kind of campaign, 
of clarification of American public opinion and Congress, as to the 
actual situation in the Arab countries, militarily, economically and 
politically so as to show America it is not in the interest of America 
to give arms to unreliable countries? The line in many American circles 
is that support of Israel antagonizes the Arabs, etc. CTe must, in my 
opinion, show the American people and the Government that it is in the 
interests of America to do the best for America, which means support 
Israel and stay a~ay from giving arms to the Arabso 

iR. EBANa If any machinery could be devised whereby I have a more 
constant knowledge of current opinion in the AZC, I would certainly 
support it. You have an office in ~ashington, and any views which I 
think ought to reach you I assume that your representative in Washington 
is the medium. I think it would be well for us to know what are the 
views of the members of the AZO, or any other machinery -- more frequent 
meetings at which we could discuss our mutual objectives. I would 
suggest that your representative in ~ashington be in a position not 
merely to transmit what are the views of the Government of Israel but 
to transmit what are the views of the AZO. In addition, such meetings 
should be more frequent between the Government of Israel and yourselves. 
I will also be open to accepting that idea. -- With regard to the 
political question of aid for the Arab states, there is a possibility ot 
a different emphasis in the Government of Israel's response to that 
situat"..on and the American Zionists•. -- ~hen we consider the problem of 
arms :t'or the Arab states, we must remember that they are in a state ot 

"non-peace·' with Israel, and that we would be first in the queue. America 
thinks of Israel•s interests -- security and right to priority consider
ation. The AZO can be far mure vehement than we can. we a re in a 
position to resist arms for the Arab states where it will impinge on 
Israel•s interest. 
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MR. L.IP~YI We ?Yant to express our thanks to the Ambassador and hope the.t 
he will come here more often. 
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Dr. Abba H"llel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. SllTer: 

ovemoer 29, 1952 

On Wedne•d.&7 even~uc. December 10th, 
Hew York Jewr7 will pq- tribute to the late Pre•ident 
Chaim we · zmann at a Memorial Meeting to e held at 
Carnegie Ball. Prominent American and Israeli per
aonalitiee will deliver brief addr.eaaea. Appropr ate 
aelect one will be rendered b7 Cantor Moahe Kuaevitak7. 

1 ehould like ver7 much to have 7ou Join 
ua on the Platform that evening. Please 1 t me know 
whether 7ou are able to attend and I ■ball aee to it 
that a Platform Ticket is sent to you tor 7ou.r use. 

Ver7 s ncerel7 7ou.r1. 

LL:QIIC 

--~ 7 Louie L1pak7 
Chairman 
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Cable Address : AMZIONIST 

Dr . Abb Hillel Silver 
':1he 'l1emnle 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear D. Silver: 

Decenber 9, 1952 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

I am attechin herewith the fir t nae of the Freih t 
i sue of December 9th, whic .. caries a renort of an alle 
di cu ion of the Pr ~ue ~ri ls \•rhich you were sup-:>o ed. to 
havl? rn de in Phi la el_ hia on Decenber 2nd. 

Th Freih it llP. r., de a 1, bit of c rryin , report o 
our addre~ses in Cleveland nd t.rou,hou the countr 1 

which the claim you n ton th b~ck Com unists and the 
Soviet nion. 1 Forward had many ~1 e di cu~sed tee 
sserti ns of the rciheit puzzle s to their veracity. 

Some oft_ e memb rs of our c~uncll have reque ted me 
to communic~ e 1th you to find out hether you ,ouldn1 t 
refute the att ched st trnent of the Freiheit. Yu re n 
honor.ry re ident of our Council 2nd tney felt tat your 
internation 1 poli ic 1 ttitude re r th r im_ort~n for 
us . 

It is lo time since I h ve seen you ana I h ve been 
antin ... o t ·ith you on the ·)o k I writin and on some 

ot.1er matter~ . I hope you will ·ive m an op ortuni ty in he 
near future to h ve a tal i :1 you . 

A '1 tin.;;, :rour 

AKI : CS 
::nc . 

nly, I ever 

Ver cordia 

Arnold . 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada sab, Women'• Zioni t Organization of America • Bapoel Bamizrachi • Labor Zioni t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
• Mizracbi Organization of America • Progres ive Zioniat League- Ha homer Hatzair • United Zioni t Labor Party (Acbdut 

4H Avodab-Poale Zion) • Zioni t Organisation of America • Zioni ta-Revi1ioni1ta of America 



• Arnold le I.-.eli 
Aman.can Zionist Council 
ll&2 lladiaon Aftnua 
ew York 17 • 1ew York 

IC)r dear • 1 .... 11, 

December 10, 19S2 

Penld.t • to aolcnowledp the receipt ot. your kind letter of Deoember 9th and 
the olipping whioh 70\1 enclo•d frail the Jnilli91t containing a report ot what 
I•• euppoaed to haft aaid itb nferenae io Uii Pragua trial• at tht dinner 
ot the Zioniete ot Philadelphia on Deoellber 2nd. u_, addn••• I undernand, 
wae taken down on a tape reoorder and was lroadoan. A tun record ot the 
addn•• 1a probabq aftilable, &rd I would aug et that those who are intel'
••ted in it should obtain it and read it naotl,T •• I deliYend it. 

I have made it a iractioe not to r •Pl¥ to dincrtiona ot av opitd.one and 
atatella~ which appear ft'<a time tlO time either in the ft'eiblit, the Jewiah 
Porwarda, the J-1.ah Poat, or ~ other mwepapar or auina. Lite ii too 
ehori tor it. 'I& fiiiSlt baa conld.nentl,y 11r1eted and ed1tar1al.1Md, by a 
01adng prooeae ot •iWon• what I Nid ;;time to t1me. Thi joumlllletio 
tnape ot the Pol'IIU'da haw, ae you know, to an oan-ied on a aa111paign ot 
1111 ... pre•nta~•• nnw takin the troubla to go to tJ.rst-baal 
aouroea to find out thl tacte. 

A• tar•• the aaandal. ahlet• the Jariab Poat, 1a oonc mad• you probabq ■-
in the last 188U8 a prollinen~ diapiijid inio1- originating with the Alllr
ioan Council tor Jt.tda1••1D the etteot that I tailed to pq tribute to tba 
IIIIIIOl7 ot the late Cba111 1Je1-nn. You aay be nterest.ed to know that upon 
1-arning ot the death ot Dr. '1111-•, I S-dtateq oabled 97 oondolenoea _, 
hia widow and I IR"Nnpd tor a epeo1al aerrioe at The Ti i. at which t1III I 
apolat in 111t11C>rial t.ribate to Dr • .. 1wnn. A e1w1lar ""1oe wu anaapcl 
tar the children ~ 117 Rellgioua Sohool. At the wr, -t1n1 to wh1ch you 
nter in Philadelphia• I dnoted halt ot m;y addn•• in tribute to Dr. •u
Mnn. I •nion the taota to indicate that it 1• olear]T 1mpoNible tor 
• to MJ> up a r,ar1ng battle 1n the public PN•• with all thoee who an 
bent upon d18'onins IV' nar er n.l11tJ1ng •, •• •• reoentq tM oa• with 
rq a:chan&e ot lett.~witb aeneral liNnbuuur. -

I ha not -D tba nport, 1n the fld.]•delJ!h1ai'j1•b flMp. 0 I do not know 
jun bow tba\ paper Nported JV adc!Naa 1n wld.ob expn■aed abook tbet a 
gowna1nt which•• tour :,ear■ ago ao M~ to ua a\ the UDit.ed t1ona 
hu now beo01111 eo boetile. I apoa ot tta neae■ei• on tba part ot Zioaina 
to keep their ranka intaot and to r1■sin ~ IIObili•d and alerted beoa , 



Arnold K. ISl'eeli December 10, 19S2 

along with the Arab ~oci which baa been working against ua, we nor aeem to 
have another powertul bl6cl'- that ot the Soviet muon - poli tica~ arrayed 
against ua. 

When I am next in Hew York, I shall be ~rr happy to - you. 1th warmest 
regards, I remain 

Kost oordia~ yours, 

.ABBA HILLEL SILvmt 
AHS1er 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hi lel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleve nd, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

December 24, 19 2 

Imcedi~te rerction t1 the notoriou Pru e trials have no 
iven ~ay to thou htful ev.l ion. The i~nact on Jes every
here hRs been .erious and e here in the United St te i 0 h, in 

con ultation •ith all segments of org ni~ed Je·ish life to 
for ul~ e n educrtional pro rm o eet the is~ue r ·~ed. 

To that end the merican Zionist ouncil i callin Con-
f'erence of the he. ds of v- rious J ish org i ~ ... ion~ . I am 
therefore invitin you to at ,end this n tio 1 Conference 0n 
Tue d y Janu r 6 1953 t 5 inn P. ... t t Hotel Shelton, Lexin ton 
venue and 49th Street. In dd'tion toy u elf, I h ve invited 

Rabbi Irvin iller, r . Harry Torc1yner and Dr . Sidney ~.ark. f m 
your org nization. 

I ~hal appreci. te 
nurpo e. 

LLsne 
Enclosure 

re 1 on the c rd e clo~ed for th t 

Cordially ours 

Louis Lip sky 
Ch irman 

CON TITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada ah, Worn n' Zioni t Organization of Am rica • Hapoel Hamizrachi • Labor Zioni t Organization of Am rica-Poale Zion 
• lizrachi Organization of America • Progr iv Zioni t Leagu - Ha homer Hatzair • United Zioni t Labor Party (Achdut 

4215 Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni t Organization of America • Zioni t Revi ioni t of America 
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Cable Address: AMZIONIST 
Jece ber 26, 1952 

Dr . Abba iiillel ~ilver 
• he emple 
C eve nd, Ohio 

De.r D:- . Silve: 

The t achei notice of our neci 1 ~eetin of the 
Exec~tive Com i tee for~ esd r, Dece~ber JOt., i auite 
cle, r . I ,,1~n to c ~ his not ~o ever just for you . 
I f ;'OU oss i bly could. come to tl i ., eetin • I think it wo 1 
be i :oort nt for our ~ol!1t of view to b expres ed . 

- he or.l., su ject to b di~cu ~ed, the invit tion 
t t ec; , i the mee tin , on Jan ary 6t: • .icl wi 11 eal with 

the Pa ue tri· ls aue tion . I under t nd t t t neeti ~ 
of the Je, i 1 ency ~xecutiv held last week the d c · sion 
w . ench d to dvise our neonl no to old a • .. mee i 

ther nublic et n on the P~ tri ls nvwhere but in 
e· Yor nd -- th i the o t t , rt bout it --

t°i"t the keyno..,e of such me s ress the anti-
Zionis nect of t1e Czech th.rt n in roduce 

ny note ref err in , to their i . 

For ore re sons t no e I should 
to .eve yo come to our ~xecutive Co Mitte 
t i one _ea.son I t' i'1k is . os co 1pellin .. . 

er ona.lly like 
e ti but 

ti th fonde t ooc. ,. i hes, as ever, I m 

J : ... r 
( ::;n • ) 

Si cerely yo r . , 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

m Uneer 
Di~ec or 

Hada sah, Wom n' Zioni t Organization of America • Hapoel Hamizrachi • Labor Zioni t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
• Mizrachi Organization of America • Progre ive Zioni t League- Ha homer Hatzair • United Zioni t Labor Party (Achdut 

428 Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni t Organisation of America • Zioni1i.Revi ioni1ta or America 
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:LOUIS LIPSKY AMERICAN EfONIST COUNCI~ 
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lfr. Louie Lipaq 
American 7.1.oni t Council 
342 dieon Annua 
ew Ioldc 17, New ork 

. dear Tr. Lipsky a 

r.oember .31, l.9S2 

I wish to cknowledge the receipt ot your telegram urging my attendance 
at the Co .ftrence ot Organiutione on Januaey 16th. I wish I were free 
to CON as I el uld w been wry hanpy to pnrtici te in ita deliber-
ations. unfortunately, an important e rlier eng,., . .:-nt makes it 1mPOe
s1ble for to l.eaw Cle land. 

The Prague triale meidr a sharp re raal or the attitude or the So et 
bloc towards Zioni• and the State of IsrMl which was taken at tbl 
united Nations beginning with the famous GroJvko stat.eaent in y 1947 
and •intained quite oonaiat.entq unt 1 t recent vote in the Aaaeabq 
ot the united ationa on the llllbject ot di ct negotiations between tba 
State ot Israel and 1 ta Arab neighbors. The attitude ot the Soviet 
gonrnment prior to l&a7 1947 waa, ot oour•, always nti-Zioniat baaed 
on its oonception ot our Umi,ari-.. nt u a bourgeoia IIO'llnllllr1', too triendq 
in those days with Great Britain. It has now returned to the poaition 
which it occupied then. I aal!Nllle that the reaaona nm are 81milar to 
those or :tivo years ago - namely, l.t-1nterest, a oonaid ration which 
determines the shifting politioal po•itiona ot Ml'\Y other goftnllllnta 
be•idea the Soviet Union. A• the State of Israel mowd IIOr9 and re 
in ita identification with tba at, it waa quite inevitable that tt. 
Soviet bloc would co to include it in the - oategor'7 with the tad.tad 
States, Great Britain and other countries whom it regard■ a■ pot.ential 
adwruriee. 

The violent attacks which wre de upon the Zioni■t )(ova11uant and the 
State ot Israel during the Pragua trials have been and should be n.gor
oueq repudiated b7 Jews throughout the world. They are outrapoua 
tabricationa. our llovwnt 1• an hiatorio 110TelD8nt ot national nnaie
•noe and tnedam• not of •bota91 ar aubftraiw activities &JVlfflere 
in the world. The state of Israel 1• the •nllllT ot no oou.nt17 in tba 
world and 1• eager to 11.w on terms or friendship with all countriea 
wll dispoNd to 1 t. TheN tacts were wll kuCMll to the Soviet bloo 
wben they tawred the establishment of Israel and voted tor it■ inclu
sion in the nited atione, and they are •11 known .to it today. 
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I believe that protest. on the slanderoua attacks which were de are 
entirely in order. I teel, however, that aimultaneousq every ettort 
should be made if possible, by respona-lble people in key posi. tions, to 
di•buse the leaders of the Soviet union of their pr9sent 1alse obllea
sions and to restore the friendly relationship which existed during the 
past fiw years. It is not a comfortable thought to entertain that in 
the future we shall have to be 1acing not alone an Arab bloc at the 
united tions and elNWhere, but lso a hostile Soviet bloc. The coro
bination o! these two blocs, plus the d tection ot a fflW Letin American 
co~ies, a a lt ot a shocking blunder into hich I need not go 
at the moment~ s resoonsible tar our first jor dipl.omatdc deli t 
in tho J'ni te ti ns. 

I do ,ot belieVi~ t t it is wise to wid.p up an anti-&!l!ll.tic ca• gain t 
the Soviet bloc. There may ve bo n ti esaitic overto s in 
the trials altho 3h t CSechoslo an g :ve,.,....,...a.•1t has or icia~ de-
nied it. The V '-"IIIIA6'-166,,,1,st position, as you 11 Jo. • haa conaiatentl7 
been oppo to anti-seaiti and has loo - U-semitic •D1fett-
tations aR counter-revolutionary• '1' 1a, • · , fflei.ent 
evidence to indicate that there has been a ~rn'rsal ot attitude on thi 
aubj~ta I d.nk ought to approach ·t great c ution the eubject 
ot public:q branding and denouncing the COmllllUlrl.nt goftrDIMmts of Russia 
and its satellite , where 3,000,000 J re - , a tlntt~e &!tic. It 
might prove a tn.gic ~ and might bring about that which we want 
least nd ti e.r 11<>st. Let u• be deliberate in ju nt. 

I 1cnow thAt there are forces, organisa ti, ne nd ,.__,._pers n the J 
iah world ti.ch ul l.ikE to use anti- miti an add·t1onal 1Ntapon 
in their fight against COammi and repreaent Coainm:lmn to the world 
a on'.cy anot r r i 01: Hitl.cri • I canno, o long with the I 

o not beliew that it wo 1ld be wi• for the Jfltre ot the world to be 
maneu red i t to , ch position. Commun1 is vulnerable on n:, other 
l!ICoriea and sho ld be attacked on the basis or tho prmiees. 

1th kindest regards, I • 

Kost cordial~ you • 

Bl HILLEL SILVER 
Al ,er 



Mr. Henl'"y R. Lue•• Editor & Publisher 
Life Magazine 
g Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, N.T. 

Oeu Sira 

Febri.i~ry 10. 1963 

!tis 1ron1e that the 1nternat1onalizat1on of Jerusalem, 
opposition to which 1s one of the ven few points on whi~h Jewe and 
Arabs see eye to eye, should continue to preoccupy L,r2 Magazine, as 
indicated in its editorial o! ~~broary 9, 196~. 

Jordan, whieh 1s the only part of the Arab world directly concerned, 
is just as 1mplae~bly hostile to the 1nternat1onalization of the old 
eity or Jerusa.l•m ~s Israel is to that of the new eity. All proposal• 
to 1nternationa.liz8 jerus~lem are unr@a.11stie, not meroly because they 
go against the deepest feel,.ngs of tt:e newly born ;Te ish State and the 
historic Jowish nostalgia "fdth rega1"'d. to Jerusalem, but because the7 arc 
fundamenta1ly base~ on nothins substantial whatsoever. Jerusalem aQ a 
city has pQ,YJ2J: be:;n intarnationalized in its history, 1t is incompre
hensible why the ques-tlon should be roge.rd&d as ha"f'ing taken on any 
urgency since the establlahment of Israel. 

The flimsines~ of the ca~e for inte!"na.tion~izing Jerusalem has 
misled your editorialist into m.k.ing some curious misstatements. The 
Israel part of 3erusalem. for instanoe. 1s far from •ata.gnant4" Th• 
ei ty 1s growing unflaggingly and 1 ts gener&l economy is unconte.stably 
improving. 

~or is it correct to say that the only l"'99.l opponents of the 
1nternatiotl&lizing plans are tsr&el and jQl'd~n. At the last General 
Assembly of the United Nations it proved impossible to collect the 
required 2/~ majority in order to rea.ff'1.rm tho principle ot 
internationalization. 

It 1s, indeed. particularly senselee1.11 to blame thia on th(' United 
States, which in this ease fotm.d itself at oue with the majority of 
world opinion. It is not Truman•e pol1ey tmt was reflected in the 
proposed U.N. resolution to induee Arabs and Israel to negotiate peae• -
it is E139nhower•s poller as well, e.nd has bec,n so expressed for the 
record. The reason the Soviet Bloc voted against this resolution ls 
precisely because they knew that peace between Arabs and 1ews will help 
to cement a Middle @ast defense organization, which 1s the last thing 
the Soviet regime would like to see. The Kremlin understa.Dd.s. as 
apparently your editortalist coes not, that it 1s only in the context 
of Arab-Israel peace that a strong w.ddle F,a.st Regional Oefens~ 
Orge.n.1ze.t1on is poss1b1o. 



Mr. Henry R. Luce 1ebruary 10, 1963 

It is significant that the only Arab States in fnvor of internationalizing Jerusalem are those that have no direct stake in it. It should be obvious by this time that the Arab spokesmen are merely utilizing the internationalization theory not because of any belief in it -- why indeed• as Muslims, should they have any interest in it? -but because they regard this as a handy method of attracting sympathy for their own intransigence on all ma.jor issues. 

As to the question of freedom of worship, why does your 
editorialist fail to mention that Isrs,el has offered to plaee all the Holy Places in its part of Jerusalem under international control and has granted free access to these Holy Flaces to people of all religions? If Life 1s seriously concerned with these Holy Places why does it not point out that in this respect it is Jordan that is making difficulties and not Israel? 

Your editorialist's concluding remark that the internationalization of Jerusalem "would not settle all the intricate problems of the 
explosive Middle East" is a masterpiece of understatement. Those problems would be limitlessly more complicated if internationalization were permitted to introduce a new source of festering, which a.aide from 
anything else would give the Soviet Union its first officially sanotioned 
foothold in the Middle East. In this respect it would be wiser to let sleeping dogs lie. 

LL:JK 

Yours sincerely, 

Louis l,ipsky 
Chairmen 



STRICTLY CONFIDENT! AL 
February 12, 1963 

Memo of phone conversation of l~mes H. Sheldon and Garland Eve.ns Hopkins, 
3160 to 4112 PM1 Monday,rFebruary 9, 1963 

-------
After writing a first draft of en article for the American Hebrew, 

dealing with American Friends of the Middle East, I decided to telephone Dr. 
Garland Evans Hopkins, Vice-President of A.FME, to secure any additional 
information on several points, which might be usetul in completing my draft. 

I prepared a list of topics to discuss, vizl 

Why no Israeli point of view at AiME Conference? 
Why no effective jewish participation in organization? 
What is size of staff? 
Use of AU by Arabs? 
Anti-Zionist attitude of AM. 

After introducing myself to Mr. Hopkins, we exchaI18ed a few \'JOrds of 
mutual identification and he said he woula be glad to provide any information, 
end to have me come to visit the AFM@ offices. 

I said I was writing an article onAFLiml and was distrubed especially by 
one point -- why there r ·as no Israel representation and no effective Jewish 
participation. I observed that AR1E's brochure indicated that it was an 
organization building better relations with the whole Middle East and that the 
map on the brochure includes Israel in a prominent place. 

Mr. Hopkins said that the fact that Israel was not on the program meant 
nothing more than the fact that eight or ten other countries including Turkey 
were not on the program. He said that these countries had adequate representatic 
anyway in other ways end that,in fact,although Israel had not been invited or 
any Zionist group, JDC and the ORT had been invited (he implied in connection 
with the technical panels) but had not accepted. 

Discussing the attitude of individuals on his board, in response to my 
query ( in which I mentioned especially Miss Thompson), he said that, "Our 
purpose is admittedly not to push Israel, which already has good representation 
here, and the United States has good representation there." He added that 
most of his board were anti-Zionists and, of course, anti-Partition~ Ther 
mostly say Israel exists and the eondi tions under which she would cease to 
exist are unthinkable, but they feel the Arabs have not been represented or 
their interests presented. 

When I asked why Israel had not been reprosented, Hopkins said, "You 
cannot invite Israel and the Arabs to the same affairs, just as during the war 
you could not invite the British along w1 th the Germans or the Japanese. Ther 
are at war." 

When I said something indicating that in America we ought to have all 
points of view represented if one purports to be building friendship with the 
entire Middle East, Hopkins said that it should be a major concern of the 
Zionists to have groups like AM exist, implying that otherwise more 
intransigent groups would grow up. He seemed to become angered as I pressed 
the point of Jewish participation, and from this point in the conversation he 



took a definitely anti-Israel and also a personally antipathetic position, and 

se.ida "If the American people ever find themselves losing in another war in 
the Middle East and begin to ask why and discover hat the cause has been, you 
will find the same thing happening here /to the Jews/ as happened in Germany. 
I hesitate to think what roight happen in New York." These are exact 
q..iotations. 

When I seemed to argue, Hopkins said, "We• 11 tell the truth -- fire will 
be met with fire. If they want a fight we will fight. The new Administration 
will not be led around by the nose /by you people/ as the Truman Administration 
was." 

I referred to the need of having Israel represented in any Middle 
Eastern discussion, and Hopkins accused me of "naively accepting propaganda 
handouts." "You don•t know what you•re talking about," he said. 

Then becoming somewhat calmer, he said, "e think the Zionists have a 
great stake in us.· 

1. Many people not pro-Zionists have a stand together 
here. They say that they are not anti-Zionist and 
the Zionist organizations have a great stake in 
acting so that they will not become actively anti
Zionist. 

2. It is much better to have us favorable rather than 
antagonistic. If they want an all-out war they can 
have it." 

Hopkins added that in case of an "all-out war" we would not be dealing 
with any little organization or crackpots like Freedmen, but with a well 
prepared and organized group. 

At one point in the conversetion Hopkins said that AFME is intentionally 
a membership organization so that it could exclude people like Freedman. At 
another point he said that there were two Jews on the AFMEl board, and when I 
said they are representatives of only a very tiny and non-representative group, 
he became irritated and said that they were ,ell regarded by him as Edi tor of 
the Christian Century and by many other Protestant theological figures. He 
said that in opposing him we Jould be opposing the Christian Century also. I 
said I doubted this. (NOTE1 This last statement as made somewhat obviously 
in anger and I think did not reflect Hopkins• real belief regarding the 
Christian Century). 

In conclusion, I thanked Hopkins and he seemed a little more agreeable 
as we rang oft. 



• STRICTLY CONn:DENTIAL 

February 13, 1963 

Memo of a luncheon conference of or, GarlanU,_vans Hopkinsi 
pr, s, Margoshes and james H. Sheldon, Tuesdat, 

February 10, 19631 

At about noon on Tuesday, February 10, Mr. Hopkins phoned me and said 
that he had had some telephone discussion with Dr. Margoshes whom he had 
invited to join him for luncheon today, and he wanted to invite me to join them, 
after which we would all look at the ~ offices. I said I would be glad to 
come, and we agreed to meet at the Town Hall Club at l o'clock. I said that I 
might be five minutes late because of some work I had to finish before leaving 
the office. and we exchanged descriptions of each other so as to find each 
other in the Town Hall Lounge. 

When I arrived, Dr. Hopkins and Dr. Margoshes were already there. We 
entered the dining room together and had lunch, during most of which we 
engaged in general discus~ion on our respective kinds of work, the recent 
election campaign, etc. Hopkins said that he v1as a Methodist Minister in 
Virginia in which state he is a citizen, had lived in Chicago for two years 
as an editor of the Christian Century, had previously spent four years in 
Washington as Director of an international church relief activity, and continues 
now to be a member of the Virginia Iethodist Conference "assigned" to AFME. 

Dr. Hopkins then undertook a general presentation of the work of his 
organization. Afterward, or. Margoshes and I each stated our respective points 
of view. The following is a summary of the discussion, related items being 
grouped together rather than put in the exact order of their appearance in the 
discussion. This is dictated from longhand notes which I made shortly after 
our discussion. No notes were kept during the talk itself. 

In opening my statement I said that the general trend of an organization 
could be determined from the names of the active people on its board or 
letterhead, and observed that I assumed some of his board were relatively 
inactive people or political figures who would go on most any apparently worthy 
cause, plus some active people. e mentioned as active Dorothy Thompson, 
Professor Hocking, Mr. Bliss?, Professor Hitti, Rabbi Berger, Professor 
Lazaron, Mr. Sado and Mr. Sheean. I said that anyone with political experience 
would realize that these were the people with driving voice that would 
determine the direction of movement. Hopkins did not dispute this analysis but 
said that there were some people on his board that felt much more strongly anti
Zionist then others and that he had, in fact, to contend w1 th a right and left 
wing, For example, he said that there had been great pressure to get the 
AFlJJm to bring about a congressional investigation of American funds sent to 
IQrael by U3A, etc •. Margoshes and I said we would, of course. welcome sueh an 
investigation, and I said we were, in fact, anxious to see an investigation ot 
funds 1n the Middle East because it would reveal that most of the funds were 
ARAJJCO and other Arab oil intera~ts. Hopkins said that two of his board 
members had resigned because their policy was not strongly enough pro-Arab. 

In discussing the conference, Hopkins said that A:ruE had not taken an 
anti-Zionist position in any of its statements, but that the material had come 
only from invited speakers. We discussed statements by Zeineddine, Malik and 
Bakr. He said they had tried to get Zeineddine•s manuscript but had not yet 
received it. He tried to avoid responsibility of what had been said by these 



• 

and certain other people. ~e pointed out that we would have no objection had 
the other side been represented also. He said that in that case the Arabs 
would not have come.and reported a ease where AF\1E ,as sending a tourist group 
to the Middle East and had invited the Israeli's Council to help see off the 
group. with the result that all the Arabs refused to go and AFt.1E got bad 
publicity in Arab newspapers. He said he was now thankful that AFME was 
getting much favorable publiei ty in these papers in the Middle East, and he 
considered that this was helpful to the United States. I said it was not 
helpful since it was publicity for points of view contrary to that of our 
government. 

In discussing Dr. Bakr, Hopkins said he had not heard Bakr•s speech. I 
said, "I have a stenographic report of part of it here," which I read. He 
admitted that it was very extreme, but became angry when I said that this was 
the same point of view as Gerald Smitho 

He said that if the Zionists took such an opposite position, the result 
would be that people like those following AF~IE and most Americans would, in 
event of war in the Middle East, blame the Zionists and this would lead to 
terrible things in New York. (His language on this was almost identical with 
that used by him on the telephone). 

At another point he repeated his remarks about the Zionists not being 
able to lead the new Administration around the way they did the Truman 
Administration, using language almost exactly like that reported in my memo of 
our phone conversation. 

Hopkins said toward the beginning that the difficulties coming from the 
conference arose only from the guest speakers and the fact that they had Rabbi 
Berger on the program. He tried to show, however, that a great thing had been 
accomplished in getting the Arabs to attend the conference with two Jews, 
Berger and Lazaron. Margoshes started to explain that these two men .ere not 
representative of Jews, nd I said that this was a matter I would like to 
explain as one ,ethodist to another. I said Berger and Lazaron "ere learned 
people, but that the situation ~1ich he had brought about was analogous to that 
which would follow if a Catholic organization in New York decided to invite 
some representatives of Protestantism and chose two men from the Witnesses of 
Jehovah or a man like Dr. MacIntyre of the tiny opposition group called 
American Council of Churches -- in which case responsible Protestants would be 
very irritated and feel that they had been insulted. Hopkins tried to demon
strate that Berger's organization represents an increasing number of Jews, and 
charged that the Zionist point of view is losing ground among Jews and elsewhere. 

Some of this discussion with me tended to make Hopkins feel that he was 
not accomplishing anything, so he said, "I am not interested in you, anyway. 
I em interested in Margoshes• organization because it represents more people, 
and they, being responsible for creating attitudes towards Jews, should be 
careful not to drive off people like AnilE with influence." Dr. Margoshes said 
he was not a man to be frightened by any such prospects, and we both reminded 
Hopkins that it was the business of good Americans to try to get other people 
to try to follow their views rather then merging their own groups with evil
minded interests. 

At several times during the conversation, Hopkins tried to drive a wedge 
between Margoshes and myself, in the very obvious manner just indicated -
either by appealing to me as a fellow Methodist or by appealing to Margoshes 
as representative of a larger organization. 



Hopkins argued that if America does not go along with the Arabs, the 
Arabs will turn communist. I said this is a ridiculous submission to 
political blackmail, since the Arabs are feudal countries whose overlords are 
wealthy because of oil business, and they would be the last people to turn to 
a communist regime -- and that we should try to build up democratic sentiments 
in these countries. I quoted en early message to congress by President ~ onroe 
on this. Afterward Hopkins changed the subject. 

Referring to the conference, Hopkins said that Dr. Karl Baehr "of the 
Christian Palestine Committee, e. paid propagandist of UJ'A," had attended the 
conference and said he could agree with 9O1o of it. nr. Hargoshes and I 
vigorously challenged Hopkins• reference to Baehr as a propagandist, and Dr. 
Hopkins clarified this by saying that he assumed that Baehr, like himself, was 
sincere. but he used the word "propagandist" as meaning one professionally 
engaged in pushing a viewpoint as, for · example, Hopkins himself. I observed 
that from my reports of the conference, I also could probably agree with 90t 
of it, because so much of the time we.s spent on purely technical or social 
service questions, but said th t tile important part ~as that which had to do 
with contrary political issues and it was only these parts about which we were 
really concerned. 

Hopkins spoke vigorously about the Arab refugee problem and the injustice 
of having 100,000 Arab refugees excluded fl'-om Palestine. ·argoshes and I said 
we v:ere equally concerned a bout Arab refugees but felt that he should be 
concerned about Jewish refugees if his organization lived up to its name. I 
pointed out that at least 100,000 Jewish refugees ~ad already been admitted 
from Arab lands in ~hich they had been persecuted, especially Yemen, and that 
with respect to the 100,000 Arabs about vrhom he ,uas concerned, that was really 
an exchange of population, although we were, of course, deeply concerned about 
the plight of refugees, both Arab and J'ewish. 

We talked about financing of AFME and he said that they would definitely 
accept ARAwCO money if offered, but had not yet received any. I said I hope 
you will tell me when you do. Hopkins said he would not. 

Hopkins complained about press treatment of his conference, and said that 
the only space it got at all in the major press came from a Zionist paper, the 
New York Times, and was therefore unfavorable. ,1argoshes showed amazement at 
this characterization of the Times as Zionist, and informed Hopkins that Mre 
Sulzberger is considered not particularly friendly to the Zionists. Hopkins 
said it ~as the same way vdth the press associations, vhich ,ere afraid to 
tell the truth about Arab matters. I expressed amazement at Hopkins taking 
such an attitude, and Hopkins told a long story about how the Of.mer of a small 
Virginia radio station had supposedly been "forced" after visiting the Middle 
East, to discontinue a series of broadcasts favorable to the Arabs. I said, 
"You talk like Gerald Smith when you think the J'e i s have that much power." 

At an earlier stage when Hopkins mentioned possible pogroms in New York, 
Margoshes had said, "That is Nazi talk." These were the to points during 
the discussion when relations got most tense. 

Hopkins mentioned the fact that Israel is inviting a possible 2i- million 
refugees trom Russian communistic persecution which, he said, has greatlr 
alarmed the entire Arab world. I said that the United States, Israel, the 
Arabs and all other decent countries ought to invite these refugees, and it 
was an honor to Israel if she had been the first to act. Hopkins indicated 
that he did not think the other countries would do much invitingo 

. 
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After these matters had been discussed, or. argoshes excused himself 
to return to his office, and I continued to AFlAE heedquarters with Hopkins 
(139 East 67th Street)c Hopkins showed me about their offices, which are 
impressive and seemed to contain about 26 people. He showed me a good deal of 
new duplicating and addressing equipment, and invited me to attend their 
4 o•elock coffee hour. I demurred because I had not planned to be away from 
my office so long. 

We discussed the question of the Mufti and Freedman in Hopkins• office. 
He said that his Arab friends were against the Mufti, end that I should not 
charge the Arabs in general with having been pro-Hitler because they were 
merely fighting in their own interests. I said I was not concerned with why, 
but only with what side they were on. He said that Freedman was not accepted 
by him or the Arabs, and never had been. I said thnt there was plenty of 
evidence brought out in conrt that Freedman had worked very closely with the 
official Arab groups, and I left a copy of 011r brochure about Are.b propaganda 
w1 th Hopkins. He said he would like to put it in the AFUE library. He seemed 

to have been unaware of the background of the Institute of Arab American 
Affairs and of the Arab National League. 

Hopkins said that he knew Hourani and Nashashibi and that they were 
really very nice people who would not have attacked American Jews. I said 
that he would find in our brochure correspondence showing that Nashashibi spoke 
to violently anti-semi·tic meetings, knowing their nat11re. After looking at 
the correspondence, Hopkins said, "Nell, if you had been in a strange country 
you would have talked to anybody who invited you, and you would have done the 
same thing." I said , "That• s the difference. I would not have done the 
same thing." 

Hopkins said the Arab League people never had any money to spend for 
propaganda. I said I had investigated their reports with the Attorney 
General•s office, and found that they had spent vast sums and retained some of 
the most expensive rublic ·elations counsel. 

Hopkins showed me a newspaper column he had written about Gennany in 
which he felt that we were blaming the Gennens too much for the recurrence of 
neo-Nazism there, and indicated that he felt that this was in large part our 
fault. 

At the end of the tour about the office, I started to leave, alld Hopkins 
said, "I hope someday you will see our point of view e11d join AR1E." I said, 
"I am heartily for making friends with everybody in the Uiddle East, which 
I understand is the stated purpose of AFME, a?ld when it really works along 
that line - including everybody in the Middle East - I shall certainly be glad 
to v,ork with it. Meanwhile, I have drafted an article on thls me.tter, and feel 
that I should leave it about as already drafted, in the light of our 
discussion today." 
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TO I Ohairman and Members 
of the Exe cu ti ve of the 
American Zionist Council 

Dear Fellow Member, 

STRICTLY OONFIDENTIM, 

February 18, 1963 

Yesterday's demarche of the diplomatic representatives of the Arab 
countries was masterminded at the headquarters of the American Friends 
of the Middle East. 

The activities of the American Friends of the Middle ~ast, for the 
last two years, have been intensified, and what their future plans are 
is indicated by the contents of the attached strictly confidential 
summary of two conversations had by Dr. James Sheldon (2 conversations) 
and Dr. Uargoshes (1 conversation) with Garland Evens Hopkins, the 
Executive of the aforementioned orgenizntion. 

The attached memoran<mJle are stenographers• drafts only, so please 
overlook the numerous corrections of grammar, etc., which should be made; 
but the memorand are accurate as to content. 

In view of the nature of this communication and the personalities 
involved, I take the liberty of repeating and insisting that the contents 
of this note and of the attached material be considered as strictly 
confidential. I felt that it was of the utmost importance that it be 
communicated to you so that you may be able to reflect on the proper 
action that should be taken. 

Cordially yours, 

HTIMK 
Harry Torczyner 
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Dear Dr. SilTers 

March 10, 19~ 

An important editorial appeared to-dq in the 
Da.y-Jeviah Journal, in which ,ou ~ be intereatecl. 
I ••D4 you herewith the Yiddish original, and a trana
lation into bgliah I •d• fl'om it, which you aq want 
to uae. 

illshr 
:Inca. 

Cordially- youre, 
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(Translation of an editorial 
in the ll&.Y-JEWISll JO~• 
Tuesday, March 10, 1953 

OUR POLICIES IN THE MIDDLE EA.ST- A DAllGER FOR ISRAEL 

At the Conference of the National Jewish Leaders, which took :place 

last Sunday in Washington, Senator Taft m.de a speech that was worthwhile 

hearing. 

In his speech he bro~t out the following facts: 

"America ,dshee to secure a united front in the Middle Faet against 

Soviet aggreasion.• 

1 !1!:le consolidation of Israel's economic structure cannot harm the 

Arabs; it can only help them. 11 

•Taking into consideration that Israel keeps fast to her democratic 

principles, there is no wonder that aggressive Cornnn,n1 em does honor to Israel 

by pouring on her 1 ts whole wrath.• 

Senator Taft concluded that for all these reasons America ahould not 

stop its aid to Israel. 

• • • 

We believe that the time has come to talk frank:17 and •111' to our dear 

Senators, and throU&h thea to the new Ad.ministration in Washington, that 

mere vords about "Aid for Iarael" sound 110w quite ae a banalit7 and remind ua 

of those YOlunteer fire•n who stand in the midet of a fire and ehout that 

111 t must be extinguiahe41 , but do not a>Te to do a thing. 

That sort of • extingui shine• aerYe1 merely to epread the contlagra tion. 
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We knov that Senator Taft ia a friend of Iara.el and he baa proTen it 

on many occasions. If he had not been a friend of Israel. he would not 

ha.Te been present at the Jewish Conference in Washington last Sunday-, called 

on behalf of the :Bond Drive for Israel. 

However, Senator Taft is one of the moat important pillar• of the 

Eisenhower Administration, and perhaps unconaclous to himself, but quite 

understood b7 the State Department, he reTealed the new stand of our Govern

ment on the Kidd.le East, which is full of contradictions. 

When Jewish leaders speak now to high officials of the State Department 

and express their worry about Israel, those official.a open wide surprising 

ey-es and sq: 

1When did ve cha~ our policy toward IeraelT Did we atop our aid 

to Israel! Where do you get it that ve intend changing our policie• toward. 

Israel T Diere is nothing to i tJ We are Tery friendly to Israel and the 

new Administration will continue that friendship.• 

In this statement there is not a single word about which you can aq 

that it is not tru.e. 

And 7et, 1 t is false from the beginning to the end. llot the vorda 

are f'alae, but the policiea are falae, and the true words coYer up the 

false policiea. Here an old maxim 1• valid, that in diplom07 vorda are 

uaed to coTer up thoueht •• 

• • • 

It 1a true, that the State Depart•nt baa not changed its polic7 on 

Iara.al. It ia, hoveTer, true, that the Stat• Department has chanpd. 1ta 

policy- on the Arabi. 



And •• long as there ia m, peace between Israel and the Araba, aq 

change - whether you want it or not - in our pol107 toward the Arabs, 1• 

alao a change in our policies toward Israel. 

Senator Taft baa rightly interpreted the policy of our Governaent 

as •••kin& a united front in the Middle :Eaa t. 

Vhat ia atanding in the~ of such a united frontT 

Iarael is not agaiaat a wu ted front in the Middle Ea.at, iior againat 

America auppl7ing aru to the Arab countriee •• part of a Jtiddle Eaatern 

detenee. !he intranaigenoe of '1le Arabs in not wanting to conelllde peace 

vi th Israel; the continuing infiltration of Arab neidlbora beyond ~eir 

frontier• vi th Iarael, haTin.g almost a aemblance of a 1 ailent var•: the 

hopes of the Arabs tba t America will tire of helping Israel and they will 

then be able to attaok her a second time and •tree Paleatine•, - theae are 

the obetaclee to a uni te4 front in the Nldclle l'a1t. 

Morally, the Jewish State ia in4.oaitable eiiolJ8h in atrength and 

conviction. 

Another aource of strength which can •intain and 1a •intaininc the 

cl.eaocratic Jeviah State in the lfid.cll• ••t 1• America' e tr1endahip and th• 

certaintJ' that America atanda vi th Iarael economicall7, 11111 taril7, in case 

of an ••rc-Jl07. 

low, when in a JIOJl81lt of the greateat poll tical cr1aia in which Iarael 

find.a herself, .America tu.ma toward the Arab a, suppl1ea ~t vi th arma aA4 

econollic aid, wioonditioll&l.17 and making no de•Dds what•oeTer, 'n.t mer•l.7 

aa a pan.re of friendship to the Arab■, - how can the Arab League underataDd. it 

if not •• a hint to 1.D.creaae it• oppoaition to peace with Israel and.•• • aip 

that the hour of 1 rennge1 baa been 1ound.ed and that the dq 11 approachiJac 

when the Arab■ will again ■ tand. up against Israel! 



, 

. . 

1rank17 speald.~, the road our Governmnt has taken for a united front 

in the Middle East, which 1e expreaaed in militaey and economic aid to the 

Arabs, cannot lead to a united front against ~nmnmiem, but to a Tictor;y of 

Co:nmmnism in the Middle Ea.et. 

b Oomma.niats rill find no obataclea on the part of the Arabs and 

their penetration into the Middle East, Just as the Germans had found no 

hindrance in them on their mrch to ~t. 

Iarael might ;yet find herself in a situation when ehe will have to 

fight against American armment delivered to the Arabe, in order to defend 

democratic interests and her own aovereignt7 in the Middle Eaat. 

• • • 

American Jews cannot look on indifferentl.7 wlwn econollic help and 

militaey equipment ia being delivered to countries at war with Iarael 

who might uae these ar--nta for a nev war against Iarael which m1d1t 

break out w1 th the help of Communi•t incitement. 

In the present critieal mo•nt, when the Middle :kat 1• diTided 

between the deaocratic State of Israel,on one hand,and the dictatorial feud.al 

ruler• in the Arab countriea,on the other, and vhen the State of Iara.el 1• 

threatened b7 Arab hatred and Cowuni•t intrigues, - it is the dut7 of J.merica 

to stand with both feet and with its full weight on the eide of democratic 

Israel, and not to seek nev friend.a vho might rather be an obstacle than a help 

to the democratic front aa long ae the Arabs are opposed to peace with Iara.el. 

America•• 1ntereata are for peace betveen Israel and the Arabs. 

America'• new policiea tow.rd the Arab• do not coincide with J.merican 

intereats in the Middle Bast. 
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Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 12, 1953 

You will rememb r that some time a owe discussed the 
attitudes of President Milton Eisenhower of Penn State College. 
Nothln~ actually appears in our files revealing his previous 
attitudes althouPh there had been, particularly among our friends 
of the American Christian Palestine Committee, a general o inion 
that he was not friendly in his disposition to Israel. 

Pierre van Paassen, after conversations with Karl Baehr, 
visited Dr. Eisenhower on February 5th at Penn State College where 
he had an interview with him and an opportunity at v rious times 
in between radio broadcasts, faculty dinners, etc. to have a long 
talk with him. He writes some interestin~ observations about which 
I think you will want to know. 

Dr. Eisenhower is deeply interested particularly in the a -
ricultural and industrial problems of Israel. Three years a o he 
was t the American Colle ~e in Beirut on behalf of the United States 
Department of Agriculture and visited throughout Lebanon and other 
points. He said that he was unable to cross the border into I rael 
because of the disturbed condition of the frontier re ion. 

van Paassen proceeds to report that Dr. Eisenhower stated 
that he has several friends in Israel with whoo he corresponds regu
larly and who keep him abre~st on develonments. He characterized 
these friends as "real Israelis". 

Dr. Eisenhower stated that he knew nothin about the composi
tion of the Economic Commi sion his brother la reported to be con
siderinJ sendlne to Egypt. Asked wh,t his brother's views on Isr el 
are, he replied that the President does not seem to have given 
Israel much "separate tho ht yet." He did state howeTer that Presi
dent Jtsenhower looked upon the ear East, as Milton himself does, 
rather as a sinele geographical unit 1 from the point of view of our 
industrial civilization• and expressed reeret that the various states 
in the ear East "are still so far apart" in view of the fact that 
collaboration "is the only insurance of prosperity for that re ion." 

Milton Eisenhower thou1ht well of the Point Four Pro ra.i:i. 
He felt that one of the major impediments in arrivi at a modus vivendi 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
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is the Arab refu ee question. van Paa.ssen a!ked if America should 
not in her own interests take the lead in brin~in ~ ~bout eace in 
the ear East, and whether or not in any Economic Cocmission to 
the -ear East some experts on Israel industry and a~riculture should 
be included. Milton Eisenhower, van Paassen reports, nodded his 
head and told his secretary to make a note of t his question. 

Milton Eisenhower asked van Paa.ssen to ,et Dutch and Israeli 
boys and girls to come and study at Penn S ate and added that he 
should send more speakers on "such subjects as you discuss". 

van Paassen reports further that "everybody at the Un1Tersity 11 -
he does not specify who the everybody is -- a rees that Milton has 
more influence on his brother than Dulles. van Paassen concludes by 
saying "My impression: he is a liberal with an open mind on Israel" 
and adds as a final note that some of the professors at Penn State 
believe that the American Friends of the Middle East will soon 
start t heir activities at Penn State College. 

For what the fore oi~ is worth, I send it to you. 

I wish I could h ar you toni ~ht when you speak to the UJA 
but for my own personal economic re ons I naturally am not included 
arnon the "big ,ivers". 

I read with deli ~ht of the fine reception you received in 
Mexico. I rather suspect that you are hap y that the sixtieth anni
versary celebrations are concluded. You eeem however to bear them 
well as one who has re9ched the halfway mark should. 

I hoe I am around to \enjoy your uidance and leadership durine 
the next sixty years. 

Ms. Un er joins me in fond re ~ards to Mrs. Silver, yourself 
and the boys. 

ps. ~~ ~·~: 
J.Ji ,, 11. (' A,. ~ ~ 

JU:JK 

Affectionately yours, 

ome Un er 
Executive Director 



Cl.Ass OF SnvtCE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cablc
rram unlcsa its de
ferred character is In
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

WES TE RN ,,,, 
UNION 109

'•· W P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=D:n Lener 

Nn:ln Lo.: 1c:r 

LT= lnt'I Lc:ttcr Telel,lram 

\'LT- Int'! 1ct ry Ltr. 
TbP filine time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters Is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. im • • T " e of receipt is ST AN DARO TIME at point of destination GQ-.CLA232 PD=XJ NE~ YORK NY ~AR 19 513P= . . :DR EBBA H:ILlE[ SILVER= 

19810 SHAKER BLVD SHAKER HEIGHTS= 1953 , R jg P 6 i 0 

=I TAKE GREAT PLEASURE IN INFORMING YOU THAT THE CO MITTEE 
. . ON AD INISTRATION OF THE A ERICAN ZIO 1ST COUNCIL HAS . . . UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO I VITE YOU TO ACcoi PA y us AS ' 

HONORA Y CHAIR, AN TO PAY A COURTESY CALL ON PRESIDENT 
Dl'IGHT D EISENHOWER ON ONDAY ARCH T ENTYTHIRD AT . ~ . TWELVEF IFTEEN PM WE ARE PREPARI G I ADVA CE A STATEMENT 
' 
TO BE PRESE TED. ' E SHALL HAVE TO HOLD A !EETI G TOGETHER IN ADVA CE OF THE rn IT HOUSE APPOI H , ENT ON or DAY OR rnG 
ARCH TWE TY THIRD AT OUR OFF,-CE I ASHINGTON 1737 H STREET N ~ AT TEN A~ 1E SHAL:L APPRECIATE YOUR I FR I G USAS SOON AS POSSIBLE OF YOUR INTE TION TO JOIN US CORDIALLY YOURS= 

:LOU I S L.: IP SKY CHA IR AN==· 
. 

- 17'37 H= 
' OGE 'TIO. ·s FflOY IT PATRO. •. co:-.CIJR. ·rNO ITS llRVIcm 

TUE COlll'.\. ·y WILL Al'l'nECI.\TE 



LOUIS LIPSKY 
AMERICAN ZIONISf COUNCJL 
342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

CH 20 1 1953 

I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH YOUR INVITATION TO ACCO iNY DELEGATION 

OF IERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL O COURTESY CAIL ON PRESIDENT 

EI SEJ!HOWER T-ITS CO JG MONDAY• AS I EXPLAINED TO HABBI UNGER, 

I AM UTT!i.'.RLY UN I ,E TO LEA vE C VEIAND O ONDAY A ND DEEPLY 

regret my inability to be with you. i suggest~d to Rabbi Unger 

THAT IN DRAFTI G THE fITAT tENT A ID IN THE FR ENTATION YOU 

CO IJSULT OUR FRIEND I WASHINGTON TO WHOM I REPORTED O l MY 

co SATION WITH • DULLES L4.ST TUESDAY. TSE APPROACH SHOU 

BE O E OF CO. ID.c. CE AND FRIENDS P A D SHOUID SUGGEST CONCRETELY 

WAYS IN OOCH OUR GOVE.Fl' IBNT CANT A LEAD FOR PF.ACE IN THE 

JF..AR EAST AN FOR ECONOMr C • ASURES ICH WILL BE OF BE JEFIT 

BOTH TO THE ARAB STATES A TO ISRAEL. SHOULD YOU SH TO READ 

BE VF.RY HAPPY TO GIVE YOU ff RF..ACTI0US TO IT . WA ST REG DS 

ABBA HILLEL SI!NER 
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PRESS RELEASE 
fro■ AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madiso■ Ave■■• • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2·1160 

Consfff•enf Organlzafloas 
Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassah 
Hapoel Hamizrachi 
t.4izrachi Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Progressive Zionist League ( Heshomer Hatzair) 
United Zionist Labor Party ..... 

FOR IL/1MEDI A'tE RELEASE 
MARCH 23, 1953 

ZJ01UST COUNCIL LEADERS VISIT EISENHO,JER - ·---------------~'-URGE U, S. GIVE I-IT.GHiST PRIORITY 110 ARAB-ISRAEL PEACE _ , ____ __. ....... --- _________ ,._, _______ , ---
PRESIDENT SAYS U.S. HAS FRIENDLIEST OF Ii~ELINGS FOR ISRAEL AND ARAB STATES 

Washington, o.c. - A delegation representing the American Zionist 

Council, consisting of Louis Li. psky, ChRirman; Jrs. Samuel . Halprin, Vice

Chairme.n; Rabbi James G, Heller, PrAsident of the Labor Zionist 

Organization of America; Rabbi 1ordecai Kirshblum, President of the Mizrachi 

Organization of America; Rabbi Irving iller, President of the Zionist 

Organization of America; Rabbi Jerome Unger, Executive Director of the 

American Zionist Council,and rtr. I.L. Kenen, ~ashington Representative of 

the American Zionist Council, met today with Pr sident Eisenho,i 1er. 

Following the meeting 1th the President, .4r. Louis Lipsky sPldt 

e paid our respects to the President and expressed the hope that 

consistent with the highest intere sts of the United States and world peace, 

he could take action which would re-affirm American friendship for both 

Israel and the Arab states and contribute to the peace of the }diddle East. 

~e su gested to the President that these purposes can be achieved by 

a direct indication on the part of the United State~ Government that it 

accords the highest priority to the conclusion of an Arab-Israel peace 

delayed now for some five years, that it is prepar ,d to give impartial 

assistance to all the peoples of the Middle East in accordance with their 

needs and that it :ill not send arms to any state which persists in 

maintaining a state of belligerency e.ga1.nst any one of 1 ts neighbors. 
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we urged continued eeonomic aid to Israel on the level of the past 

two years, as part of our government's policy of strengthening friendly 

democratic nations and in order to enable Israel to complete its hume.nitarian 

refugee reset tlement program. 

Te President said that our government has only the friendliest 

feeling for Israel and the Arab states, and intends to use its best offices 

to bring about peace in the Middle East. 

-30-

#448 - 3/23/63 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

March 24, 1953 

Thank you very much for your co_dial tele ram 
in which you explain why it was not possible for you 
to come alon with us to see the President. 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

I am enclosin a copy of the memorandum which 
was agreed upon unanimously by the dele ation and read 
to the President. The memorandum epresents a composite 
of the views of the members of the dele ation and in-
cludes I think some of the views you expressed to Mr. Kenen 
over the telephone. 

I also enclose a copy of our uress release which 
the President a ~reed to allow us to issue. It was sent out 
after consultin with Mr. Hagerty. I do not know what the 
other members of the delegation t hink but it was my impression 
that the President had basic ideas from an American an le 
which are very stron and which he stands for honestly and is 
determined to have these views represent American policy. Al
thou some of his views are not good for us, nevertheless 
bein honestly advocated, can be met in r ument nd I am sure 
th tin a discussion the President will be influenced because 
fundamentally he desires to do the ri>ht thin ~. 

LL:JK 
(Enc.) 

Very cordially yours, 

Louis Lipsky 
Chairman 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada ah, Women' Zionist Organisation o( America • Hapoel Hamizrachi • Labor Zioni t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
• Mizrachi Organization of America • ProgreHive Zionist League-Ha homer Hatzair • United Zioni t Labor Party (Achdut 

.,....,ae Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionist Orpnbation of America • Zionuta-Revisionist, of America 



MR. PRES ID rr: 

Speakin for the A erican Zionist Council, which represents all 

branches of the American Zionist movement, we desire to express our 

ratitude to you for your courtesy and kindness in takin~ time out of 

a crowded agenda to ive us an opnortunity to confer with you on a 

subject which is near to our hearts, and with respect to which you have 

expressed your personal sympathy . 

• 
With pride we recall that since the be innin.> s of the Zionist 

movement, every merican President and ConJress have given friendly co

operation to the efforts of the Jewish eo le to recreate the ancient 

Jewi h Ho~eland in Palestine, and that the State of Israel finally ca.me 

into bein in 191.18 with the en rous assi of the American Govern-

ment, which was also the first to rant it reco nition. 

Today, the State of Israel, abou to celebrate the Fifth Anniver

sary of its independence, may be ~roud of the f ct that it ha provided 

sanctuary nd security to more than 750,000 Jews fleein from ersecution, 

nd that it as become democracy's ne,est ally in the Middle East, pre

pared to ~ive its viP,orous end resourceful cooperation to the defense of 

the free orld. 

• 
Your keen vision and discernment, Mr. President, ins ired you to 

say recently that •the free world cannot remain indefinitely in a posture 

of paralyzed tension." The tension to which you referred in universal 

terms ap lies with peci l force to the iddle East. 

We are disquieted by the uncertainties which persist 1n that re ion. 

e are disturbed by the continuing rejection by the Arab tates of every 

u e tion for a settlement of the Palestine w r. We are distressed by 
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their unchallen ed use of threat, blockade and boycott a ainst the tate 

of Israel. Moreover, we are alarmed by the new situation created by the 

Soviet Union. By breakin off relations with Israel and inciting a new 

wave of anti-Se~itism, the Kremlin has increa ed pressure a ainst Israel, 

thus encoura in~ the Arab states to continue a state of tension in the 

Middle East. 

• 
Our profound concern has been hei~htened by publicized reports from 

various ources, which we are reluctant to believe, and about which we 

seek, if we may, enli tenment, that in dealin with this situation the 

.lmerican Government 1 said to be considerine; ubstantial concessions to 

the Arab states, including the supply of arms, without requirln that they 

reach a peace settlement with Israel, and without takin into account the 

effect of such armament upon the eace oft e whole re ion. Such report, 

in our view, have led the Arb state to bell ve that they may count upon 

a contraction of merica's friendly inte et in the State of Israel . 

• 
It is our hope, r. President, that you are in a position, consis

tent with the hi hest interests of the United States and world peace, to 

allay our anxieties in thi matter by ction which will r affirm American 

friend hi for both I rael an~ the Arab state and contribute to the 

ne ce of the Middle East. 

We venture to s est, :r. Pr sident, that these urpo1 scan be 

achieved by direct ind1c tion on the part of the United States overn

ment that it accords the hi hest priority to the conclu ion of an Arab

Israel peace, delayed now for some five years: that it is r ared to 

give impartial assi tance to 11 the peoples of the iddle Eat in 
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ccord.ance with their needs; and that it will not send arms to ny st e 

which persists in ma.intainin a st te of belli erency a ainst any one 

of its nei hbors. 

• 
At the same time, it is our hone, ~r. President, that our 1ov rn

rnent will continue its economic aid to Israel on the level of the ast 

two years as part of its policy of stren thenin= friendlydemocratic na

tions, and in order to enable I rael to co lete its humanit rian refu ee 

resettlement pro ram. This is an end in itself. It i also means of 

thwartin the desi~ns of the Kremlin, which seeks the economic collap e 

of I rael precisely because of th democr tic ch r cter of is overn

ment nl peo le, its industri 1 stren ~th and its tr ined milit ry forces 

w ich are potential defenders of the re ion and of the interests of the 

democratic world. 

• 
r. President, we are conscious of the he vy responsibilities you 

have assumed in a difficult and critical time. It is our earnest de ire 

to be helpful in every way yossible in your efforts to achieve just 

nd 1 stin peace for the United States and 11 mankind. 

e pray for your continuin ood ealth. We are confident that 

the vi ion and wisdom hich h ve ch r cterized your historic services 

to our country in w rand in pe ce will abide with you s you face the 

eavy burdens of your hi h office. 

JK 



EXCERPTS FROM Al1' AD DP.ES S BY 

PRIM:E MIU! STER SIR WI S'ION CHURCHILL 

IM THE B.1U TI SH HOTJSE OF co ,fl 10 rs t !,W- 11, 19 53 

Another most important factor in the I-iiddle East is the State of 

Israel. Ever since the Balfcur Declaration of 1917 I have been a faith

ful supporter of the Zionist cause. I h~ve , of course, h~d periods of 

deep pain when shocking crimes were committed aeainst our officers and 

men by the extreme factions in this intense and complex Jewish community. 

But when I look back over the work they have done in building up a nation, 

in reclaiming the desert, in receiving more than half a million refugees 

hunted by terror from turope alone, I feel that it is the duty of Britain 

to see that they get fair play and that the pledges made to them by 

successive British Governments are fulfilled. 

Fortunately for them they r.ave formed ti1e be.st Army in the Levant 

and, as the House will rewember, they successfully repulsed the combined 

a.ttacl: which was II12,de upon. them by their neighbors and Egypt four years 

ago . It is ver:,r unfortunate that no peace has b een t1ade bet veen t hem 

and the Arab States, vith l!hom their fortunes are interwoven. Nothing 

that we shall do in the supply of aircraft to ti is part of the world 

will be allowed to place Isre..el at an unfair dis8dvantage. 

t'le eernestly hope that the problem of Arab refugees v:ill receive 

continuous attention and the unfortunate ~nd, particularly, peculiarly 

untimely, bickering which has broken out between Israel and Jordan will 

be brought to an end with mutual advantage to ·ooth sides. I had a lot 

to do with the interests 2nd the formation of both these States more 

than 30 years ago, and I believe that they have both great services to 

render each other by living togother as good neighbours. 

I had. hoped. very much that King Abdullah and Dr. Weizmann -- t ·10 

men I kne\'l ruid honoured greatly -- Ii!igr ... t have come together, but death 

has removed one ~nu assassiDAtion the other. Eut perseverance and good 

neighbourliness is not a policy with •rhich anyone C"n find fault. 

Therefore, I l~o:r:,a and trust that the Arab Stetes will come to peace 

with Israel, and I earnestly rray that the great Zioni t conception 

of a. home for this historic people, where they live on the land of 

their ancestors, cay eventually receive its full fruition. 

* 
* * 

* 
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hJ)T ANALYSIS OF THE .AMERICAl~ CO'U;TCIL FOR JUDAISM 

kl 

Pr. ~es G-. Heller 

~J:,g,si1ent labor Zionist Or.ga~iz~tinn of Ame~ic~ 
?i.!ember Exe~ut ~:~:.£.....Co~i ttee Ame.~ican Ziouist Coun_cil 

Various newspapers have given full coverage to the addresses end reso

lutions delivered or adopted at the convention of the American Council for 

Judaism at San Francioco from Hay 7th through the 10th . There may be some 

misu.nderztanding as to the strength and character of this organization, and 

· some credence may be lent to its charges against Zionism, wild and irre

sponsible though they are. It ia therefore necesssry to consider these 

things as concisely as possible. 

ihe American Council for Judaism is a small national organization, 

COJllI>rising by its own stateuent some 15,000 persons. It was originally 

organized to fight the creation of a Jewish st~lte. W'hdn that fight was 

lost, instead of disbanding, it continued. It proclaims itself now as 

devoted to combating Jewish 11 nationalism 11
1 espousing an exclusively 11 reli-

giouo 11 interpretation of Jewish life. It is periodically engaged in attack-
• 

ing the religious text-books in use, in rewriting Jewish history, and in 

striving to create materials in the pattern of its own ideas. 

The American Council for Judaism represents an exceedingly sruall 

minority of American Jews. But we Je,-rs cannot dismiss minorities solely 

because they are small. Important ideas are sometimes advanced by very 

small groups. Our charge against the American Council for Judaism is not 

chiefly on the score of its size. It is that it is a recalcitrant, irre

concilable group, possessed by a point of view history has already exposed 

and rejected; motivated not by idealism or religious fervor but by hatred 

of Israel and Zionism;unscrupulous in its j~gling with words, citations, 
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and beliefs. It is noteworthy that the American Council for Judaism h.,s been 

repudi~ted not nnly by the CAntral Conference of American Rabbis, but also by 

the Americ:m Jewish Committee. It ~ails ita obstinate course alone! 

From the beginning ihe Council has been hammering eway at the charge of 

11 dual allegiance''. It rotu.rns to this again and again in diverse forms. 

This it does in spite of the countless statements by Zionists, by responsible 

state-officials in Israel, and in spite of indignant repudiation of its point 

of view by non-Jewich statesmen hero in .America. The President of the Council, 

Mr. Lessing .Rosenwald, revealed that his organization has submitted a memorandum 

to the Department of State on April 8th of this year. This charges that Jews 

ar~ in a. nquasi-legaJ. 11 position. By which, presumably it is meant that the 

status of American Jews is not complete or whole as citizens. ~hia is a serious 

charge, - and one which no responsible organization would have had ti1e 

effrontery to make. 

First, there is a reference to passport difficulties. Jews cennot GO 

into Arab lands, and .American paseports to I.rael remind of this fnct. It is 

unfortunate. It is one of the unfortunate facts that stem from the irrecon

cilable attitude of Arab governments, their economic boycott, their unwilli..16-

ness to transform armistice into peace-agreements. But this io not the fir~t 

time Jews have suffered disabilities Gimilar to this. Jews ~ere not eiven 

visas to .Russia, -- and President Ta.ft abrogated a commercial treaty with 

TaariBt Russia as a result. The fact is unquestioned. But the interpretation 

is vicious in the extreme. The dimin,.1tion of Jews' rights as citizens w~.s 

not by the United States, or in the United States, but in the latter case by 

Russia, end in the former by the Arab landsw Some day this too will be changed. 

for peace is bound to come to the Middle East. But, for the present, right

minded Jews, and right-minded Americans in general, will interpret this es 

having a bearing on the policy of their country- in rega.rd to peace 1.n that 

Iia:rt of t,b.q ,,.orld.; they will interpret it also as one of the present results 
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of I sr;:,el 1 s superb fig~1t of self-defense in 1~47-48, and its 1,.rillingne s , 

beyond the bounds of possible praise, to take in 750,0CO Je,,-,s from l:ird cf 

peril and oppression, ma.n~ of them Al-ab land~. 

'Ihn.t Jews may come int<.. Israel as of right is one of the central ten(-~ts 

of Zionism, and, through all the economic diffieulties itg course ha.s entr'.iled, 

Israel has maintA.ined this right, w:-itten it into its "Law of the Retu:n. 11 

This is unique in histocy. !t does not diminish nor make do ibtful the st3,t~ ,. 

of any American citizen, Je~rlsh or otherwise. One of the central rights of 

men, ho,-rever little it may be ret;arded :i.n our fant astic time, is the right 

of emigration. Americans. reme:nberir:G the story of the Fur:'- ans, of the 

Huguenots, and even of the Catholic Cavaliers. ought to have no diffic1lty 

in understanding this right. Tha.t this right is now reserved m,. ... inl:r for Jeus 

may offond the America!1 Council for Judaism, but it is pa.rt of the necesr.dtios 

of building up Israelt and also part of the h·storicaJ. necessity of a people 

which, even in this day of so-called enlight~rurent, is excluded from ?..lmoGt 

all lands. I sraol is not to be in th9 end a II city of refuge". But f ::>r some 

years of the immed.iate past, and perhaps durirl€ so e years to come, it h2.s 

had and ,-rill have to be just this! :But it must be clearly understood: rfo 

American Jew ~ go to Israel. Re must first Ill2.ke up his mind that he ,.,,ishe.s, 

to leave America. This impairs in no wise his American citizenship. It is 

simply an opportunity given him outside his citizenship, of wl ich he mey 

never avail himself. To represe.nt this as a diminution of status is a serious 

distortion and misrepresentation. 

rone of the cases cited 3ubstantiat.e the charge that Israel, Qr Zionist,.., 

are re51_)onsible for a Achange of statue conferred o!l Auerica.n Je.,.,s without 

their permission". (From the .ll.el:l York T,i:ne s). Fe.et are t ak.en out of con

text. and utilized to defend a preconceived. point of view. 

The whole technique of this organization, exhibited in many wayc at this 

session, is to use highly colored words, to bag the quer.tion by their employment. 
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Instead of a unique and noble adventure, one unprecedented in history, the 

end-result of unparalleled heroism and pioneering intrepidity, instnad of a 

young nation that has aroused the generous admiration of all who have visited 

it, Israel becomes a vicious malefactor, a distorter of Jewish history, a 

denier of the "universal" a.specta of the Jewish tradition. All this can 

arise only out of pathological fixations. 

Thus, the ex-provost of the University of California demands that Isr~el 

"must cea,;e to lure young Americans" fron the United States. The fighting 

-word is "lure"! There is a wrld of difference between the emot!.onal atmosphere 

suggested by this word and that t.hich actually obtains. I sra.el invites those 

young American-Je~s who wish to go, who believe that they can live nore 

integrated Jewish lives there, or that they can give of themselves toward 

the amazing and inspiriting venture of the rebirth of Israel. No one is 

compelled. No one is 11 lured". There is nothing underhand, end there is 

nothing counter to the whole spirit of America. 

The land uhose liberty wao won by .oen ,.,.:r ... o foueht side by side with 

Lafayette, with Kosciuszko, with von Steuben; the land that sent many officers 

and men to fight with San Hartin and .Bolivar in South America; the lf'nd th~t 

has sent others to help wherever the cause of human dignity an~ liberty were 

imperiled, understands those, Je~dsh and non-Jewish, who rushed to Israel to 

help it on land, on the sea, and in the air, in 1947-48. It will also under

stand that group of young American-Jews who c;o to Israel with an idenlism 

that is unintelligible to the American Council for Judaism, at great per3onaJ. 

sacrifice, leaving a land "of milk and honey", for one tho.tis harsh and poor 

for the present. 

Dr. Deutsch is solicitous about the 11Arab refugees". He demands that 

they be resettled in "the new nation", by which he means Israel. This is not 

the place to enter into the entire problem of the Arab refugees: how and why 

they left the country, and vha.t should be done about them. This ha.a already 
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been handled by a number of impartial commissions, from the Ult, and also by 

others of a non-official character. What is striking is that the solicitude 

is, characteristically, for the Arab refU&ees, but not -- by a word -- for 

the Jewish refugees, who did not start a war, who were forced out in many 

cases by Arab lands that refuse to care for their own brothers. 

Dr. Deutsch also has the effrontery to ask that Isre.el "liberalize its 

citizen. laws". The fact is that, under conditions that obtain after a war, 

no country has treated a minority, sometimes hostile, with as much liberality, 

political and economic, as has Israel. And most recently it has been taking 

steps to improve the status of its Arab citizens all along the line. All 

these are no more than sticks these gentlemen grasp in desperation, the better 

witn which to beat Israel. 

We cannot enter here into the effort of the Council to create religious 

texts which shall emphasize the ttuniversnl aspects of Judaism". lfo one opposes 

this. On the contrary, exru=lples of ethical and spiritual courage, the under

standing and espousal of the nunivffaal" principles of Judaism, are to be 

found chiefly among the "nationalists", whom it is the pleasure of these ~en 

and women to berate. The f~lacy lies in a false antithesis, one which Jw!a.ism 

has repudiated again and again in the course of its history. "Universalise" 

is not diametrically opposed to "nationalism". They are twin poles o~ one 

axis, the obverse and reverse of one renlity. Judaism has oscillated between 

them, according to need and bent. But in essence it has always regarded it

self as a people with a message, embodied in a way of life. This unitary 

concept, this record compounded of body and soul, of people and faith, of 

realism and idealism, seem beyond the scope of mind of our friends. But they 

are the essence of Judaism, as of the Je,1ish people. 

The Co\Ulcil appears unable to distinguish between an "American Jewish 

community11 based on compulsion, and one that might rest upon consent. Not 

all hum~n a.sr.ocia.tions are national. Not all result only from the power to 
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tax or to coerce.. This is, to eay the least, a point of view unworthy of an 

organization ,-,hich asserts that it has a "spiritual" approach. Certainly 

the rights of minorities should be safeguarded. All of us recognize this as 

part of the spirit of America, and of all free institutions. l3ut this should 

not be interpreted as preventing a large majority from speaking in its own 

prune. t1hoever dissents may express his dissent, have it recorded, or secede, 

if he wishes. Nor does it signify that one believes Jews to be a "secular 

and separate group" to contend that Jews have a. right to come together, to 

discuss their affairs, to come when possible to united points of view and 

united courses of action. There is no logical or human relation between the 

right of any group to meet and consider, -- and the contention that this is 

"contra1~y to the .American idea of society". Even a religious fellowship has 

under a. democracy the "right of assembly". 

But it has more than the right. It has the duty to find a way toward 

mutua1 counsel and unitary life. It is striking that the groups that op1Jose 

the notion of an American Jewish community are invariably those that want 

unfair rights as a minority, who wish their voice to be mistaken for that of 

the majority, who wish to silence the majority so that outsiders will not be 

able to tell who is speaking. Why does not the same logic apply to the American 

Council for Judaism or to others? :By uha.t right do they issue resolutions, 

adopt violent points of view, for their 11community11 • Consistency would require 

them to be silent, and let every individual speak for himself. 

The Council now states that it looks warmly upon the Jews of Israel, 

because they are "members of our religious fellowship". Outside of the mis

interpretation historically of this "religious fellowship", to which we have 

already e.dverted, this rings somewhat coldly. None of these "religious" 

Jews would be in Israel, if it were not for the 0national1sm", which the 

Council deplores. ?tany of them would be dead or, languishing elsewhere. The 

real eesense of Judaism, brotherhood, love of one's neighbor, fealty to the 
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cause of I~raol, st~aining t~werd social justice, the attainment of the same 

.freedom for .,rhich our fathers fled from Egypt, these are in Isrnel and 

not in the "religious fellowship" of the bli"'d and the wayward. 

One of the more amusing phrases in this record is that ascribed to one 

of the vice-presidents of the Council, who proclaims that the American Jewish 

community "reeks with the c.uthorita:-ianism of medieval times". This will 

indeed be new3 to those who kno1 something of the multiform divisions, 

relibious, _philanthropic, co.mmunal, that divide the American Jewish community. 

The phrase, and the comparison, are so extreme as to be~ superb exposure 

of the frame of mind out of ~tl1ich they issue. 

kid finally the high-priest of this gro~p, its executive-director, 

Rabbi Elmer :Berger, indulges in ,. ild stateme,.nt s and wild accusations, which 

strive, in the midst of this ritual, to outdo its most intemperate zealots. 

Zionists are trying "to isolate the Department of State from the 

Eisenhower Ad.mini stra.tion". He compares this •ri th the iniquitous at tempt 

of British Zionists (during the time of the Macdonold White Paper, and the 

British blockade of Palestine) 11 to isolate the Briti~h Foreign Office". He 

issues the ominous statement that Americans kno\1 11 there are more states in 

the Hiddle Ee.3t than Israel 11 • He accuses the Zionists of tactics not 

"vastly different" from those "e?Cployed by one Joe ?foCarthy". This pseudo

ominouG non~ense is quite typical of the political maturity of this group. 

That Pre~ident after President of the United States, Senator after 

Senator, - men not tc be intimidated by Zionists or by Rosenwald or Berger 

have understood Zionism and Israel; that the:; agree with the statement of 

Robert Cecil that after the First World War tl:ere were only two permanent 

eains, -- the leaeue of Nations nnd the proposal to regenerate Israel; that 

Am~rican policy is fully cognizant of the relative position of the Arab states 

and of Isr el and of our own (American) interests vis-a-vis all of them; that 

there is a ~rofound rapprochement, if not identity, of American with Israeli 
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interests in the t.Iid.dlc East in its paini'ully slo, ond hesitant progress 

toward democracy and just ice; that I srae 1 is at one with the American dream, 

as a refuge for the harassed and oppre£sed, as a citadel of liberty, as n 

outpost of economic and political progress; that Isr~el stands even closer 

than formerly to America. by reason of the withdrawcl of Russian diplomatic 

relations with it, and by reason of the temporizine, equivocal attitude of 

the Arab states: all this does not enter into the consciousness of this 

group or of its politic£il 11 experts 11 • All is darkness. All is machination 

and subve~sion. Zionists cannot act except out of divided motives. Every 

act is scrutinized, every word weighed, not by a balanced mind, but by those 

seeking wildly for additional material for a prejudice adorted and never 

subjected to examinc-ition or review. 

Such a group is a phono~enon. It is not without precedents in Jewish 

history. The story of a beleaguered people, one living for the sake of a 

special and "different" faith, must include such men and omen. They are 

a function of its hard way, a corollary of its difficult thesis. Fortunately, 

history scorns them. They belong to the eddies of the stream of life. They 

are among those who, like Nephistopheles in Goethe's Faust, "stets verneint", 

who 11perpetually deny". But life does not move by denial. It deals summarily 

with those who develop a protective armor that impedes their freedom of move

ment, who congeal into at1vism. 

Thora is little hope of changing them. The answer in in their eventual 

disappearnnce. Opposition, however loftily phrcsed, however clad in "univer

salism", cannot long endure against the warm, vital creatiun of Israel and 

its citizens. 

'What does need to be done, -,hich I have attempted swiftly in this state

ment, is to prevent these distortions, misrepresentations, from poisoning 

other minds, Jewish or non-Jewish. 

• • • • • May 15, 1953 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105 Street and Ansel oad 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

108-25 7 2 Avenue 
Forest fills, .Y. 
Kay 31, 1953 

In connection with the plan to expand he scope and 
functions of the American Zionist Council Louis ~ipsky 
asked me some mon hs ago whether I would be interested 
in taking the job of General e retury or Executive 
~cretary or whatever the title might be o~ the organization, 
since it wa.. agreed that Rabbi Unger is not qui e the man 
for the post, though he ought to be retained on the staff. 
I consen ed (in fact I'm very much interested; it's the 
kind of job tnat needs doing badly ano. tha t I think I can 
handle ~ffectively) and then I talked it over with Heller 
and with Irving Miller. They both strongly favored my 
candidacy and assured me of their aupport. Nobouy else was 
being considered fox the job. 

Last week the executive m~t to r6commend or appoint a 
.secretary. Lipsk1 propo ed me, Zuckerman and t-' iller Q,greed. 
Hell~r concurrid that I was a good choice but -- he had a 
better candidate: Arthur Lelyveld; and he persuaded tiller 
to go along with him. So no decision was re~ch d: L~lyveld 
had to b contacted and sounded out. 

Lelyveld is not a c .ndidat4 for this positi~n, for obvioJs 
and ixcellent reasons which I discussed with him not long 
ago. (And should he have become available fort is j~b 
Just now it would be for reasons th t should make the 
Council extremely wary, particularly in its delicate public 
relations position.) why then should Heller hava proJected 
his name intu the discussion? The suggestion has been mad• 
that Heller wants to keep this posit~on open ~or himself; 
that he is through W.ll th the LZOA job and is stalling the 
appointment of a secretary of the Council until he can 
swing it his way. Whether thi~ is so or not I can't say. 
But it does not seem too unlikely. 

A :J.i ttle firmness on the art of Irving 1- iller, and the 
approval of Mrs. Rose Halpern, who does not know m personally, 
would settle mhe matter without ado. 

I thought you might be suf iciently interested in this 
situation to say a few decisive words to these key people. 
Or, more correctly and franktJ, l h~pe so. 

With best personal regards, 
Co 



AntwBl'otben 
lJa27 tan hS Stftet. 
ClrNland, Ohio 

1Crdaarl'i'Mnda1 

1IMmk you tor :,our c~\ion ot 11.00 to tbl Aaerioua 
Zha1at Juncl. I ~ appl'9Cdata yoar ..--. aa4 
n■ct.r ooopenrtd.on at all U.a. 

Wl tb ..-.n ftllll'Cla• I re in 

IIDst ~ JOV•• 

lBIA HILLIL SILU& 
Afl3tG9 



hol 9, 19S.3 

or. Joahua Tracbtenbers 
10tl-2S 7 2 A n e 
Fornst .rill.ti• Nt."M !'ork 

KY dear sndt 

Thank you tor our letter ot 11117 318' and hit lrinring lo 
~ a~tent o hi. tter ot the noeiti n ot Oeneral Socre-
tary or th er1 n 11on1at 0ounc11. At t t1J9d oppar-
tumty 11 'Wery ha">P7 disc •• :l t 1ri th the people 
int.he st. 

st Cordia~ your■, 

lB8l HIIJ.IL BrLYIR 
JH I r 



PRESS RELEASE 
from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2-11 60 

Constituent Organizations 
Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassah 
Hapoel Hamizrachi 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale-Zion 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Progressive Zionist League ( Hashomer Hatzair) 
United Labor Zionist Party ~42e 

:roR In?!EDIATE ruliiEASE 

ZIOlirIST COUN'CIL TO CONVENE NATIONAL ZIONIST CONFERENCE 

New York, June 16 -- The American Zionist Council, meetine in plenary 

session ~nth representatives of all Zionist organjzations present , decided 

to convene an Assembly of all Zionist groups in the United st~te~ to be 

held in 1!ew York beginning December 5, 1953 (during the "eek of Chanukah). 

A new era in the Zionist movement since the establishment of Israel 

necessitates careful thought and pl9.nning for the future. This Assembly 

will incl 1de delegates representing all points of view within the movement 

and ,-,ill be based upon the ,,,idest geographical distribution. It will 

consider problems of common interest to the whole movement such as the 

extension of public relations work, Jewish and Hebre ., education, the Youth 

movement, the deepening of Zionist intere..,t and participation in Je -,ish 

community life. The Assenbl~l ·rill seek to "'Chieve common action in all of 

these are~s . Detailed plans are now being dra ·m to implement this decision 

and •nll be announced in the near future. 
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to'gfve hini tlae cook. The cook ran, but Saud did get tlae recipe 

plied, cooked and erved our food, an 
arrangement which had certain draw
back . When we a ·kcd for egg for 
breakfa~t, they were merely dipped in 
boiling water, and crved almo t raw. 

Alger Hi , a all the world knows, 
wa ' at Yalta. I ·aw him often, but 
never paid any pecial attention lo him. 
He howed no ign of furtive intent, 
but appeared busy with his paper work. 
I was a surprised a any one, later, 
when he wa found guilty of lying about 
pa ing secret to Communi t . 

A rare event occurred in our party 
at Y.1lta: General Wat on, ordinarily 
the. fricndlie t and mo t genial of men, 
was aroused to fury by Presidential ad
vi er Harry Hopkin . General Wat ,on 
and Admiral Brown hared an apart
ment at Livadia Palace, and were rest
ing in it one afternoon when Hopkins 
ent them word to turn it over to Prime 

Mini ter Churchill so he could have hi 
afternoon nap. They protested. but 
Hopkin in isted that they get out at 
once. I don't believe the general ever 
did really calm down after that inci
dent. everal night later, after the 
conference had adjourned. he became 
ill. He died aboard the Quincy on the 
way home. Roo evelt felt the los of 
"Pa" Wat ·on deeply. It alway seemed 
to me that the Pre ident loved hi mil
itary aide more than he did any other 
member of his offical family. 

After the Yalta meetings we went by 
air to Great Bitter Lake midway 
through the Suez Canal, where • the 
Quincy wa waiting at anchor. 

Once aboard her. F.D.R. ent talin 
a telegram which indicated that he was 
pleased with the Yalta agreements and 
had little premonition that they would 
omcday tir up a controversy-or that 

our relation with Ru ia would deteri
orate a they have. He ·aid: 

''Upon leaving the ho pitable shore 
of the oviet Union, I wi h again to tel1 
you how deeply grateful I am for the 
many kindne se which you howcd me 
while I wa your gue ·t in the Crimea. 
I leave greatly heartened a a re ult of 
the meeting between you, the Prime 
Mini ter and my elf. I am ure that 
the people of the world will regard the 
achievement of thi meeting not only 
with approval. but a a genuine a ur
ance that our three great nation - can 
work a well in peace a they have 
in war." 

The me age wa dictated to me, and 
F.D.R.' manner indicated that he be
lieved e actly what be told Stalin. 

Two King und an Emperor 

Next day King Farouk called, at• 
tended by many omccr , and two hour 
later the Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile 

eta. sic, wa piped .,board. The lender, 
grave little emperor wa an imprc ivc 
man-but the really awe-in ·piring vi it 
wa yet to come. 

On Wcdne day, February 14, 1945, 
we aw the United State de troycr 
Murphy tanding toward u from the 
outh. A he approached, there un

folded the most fantastic pageant I'll 
ever 'CC-a pectacle out of the ancient 
pa t, with a real Arabian king as the 
central figure. 

eated on a great thr ne on the fore
deck wa lbn-Saud. ruler of Saudi Ara
bia. A tull, heavy mun, he wa in long 
black rohc ', with red-and-white
checkcd head carf and gold head 
rope . The de tr er' deck were cov-

Colli r' for June 27, 1953 

cred with gorgcou rug . Attcnuing the 
king were numerous member , of hi 
court, in long robe with hand ome bro
caded ornaments. Royal bodyguard 
were everywhere, armed with long rillcs 
and scimitar.-, and wearing great, orna
mented ·cabbards. In the background 
were ervant . live sheep and a pccially 
rigged animal-'laughtcr cafiold. 

Beside · the sheep, the royal party 
brought along it own native fruit , it 
own coffee and large jug of water from 
two holy well -the only water Jbn
Saud would drink. Charcoal-bucket 
grill were u ed by the Arab cook to 
prepare their meals during the voyage. 

Every day just before prayer time, 
the Murphy' crew told us later, a court 
otTicial would ask the ship' navigator to 
give him a bearing on Mecca, so the 
royal party could face in that direction 
while offering prayers to Allah. 

One Arab cu ·tom cau ed mo t of the 
crew real angui h. Arabs oppose the u e 
of tobacco, and in deference to the 
there was a strict no- ·moking or 
The order also applied to u o~ 
Quincy, when lbn-Saud and his r 1 

came aboard. Tho c of us in th ·-
ident's party obey~d the order, ·o ar a 
J know. I'm ure the President did. 

That fir ·t day, the Pre ident gave a 
state luncheon, and there wa much 
preliminary ' peculation among the anx
ious chef and tewards. "What the 
hell do A-rab cat'?" one asked another. 
After carefully urveying the evidence 
on the Murphy' deck, we decided to 
serve up rice with curried lamb and 
the greate ·t variety of condiments we 
could find. First came grapefruit, then 
the lamb, rice, fried onion ring . and ten 
condiment : almond , raisin , green 
pepper tomatoe , olive , pickle , egg 
yolk white of egg , coconut-all 
chopped except the coconut, which was 
hredded. Al o we had chutney. But 

there were no wine or liquor , of 
course: Mo ·lems don't use them. 

I conf c , to a feeling of trepidation 
a the lunch hour came on. My fear 
were not ea ed when lbn-Saud eemed 
reluctant to begin, and the other 
looked cautiou ly at our food. But oon 
His Maje ·ty ta ted, and after that, all 
wa well. He took evcral -erving , ::ind 
o did other of hi party. 

Then he paid u • a high, and embar
ra ing, compliment-he a kcd Pre ·i
dent Roo evelt to give him the cook. It 
i not ea y in that part of the world to 
refu ·e the rcque t of a gue ·t, c ·pecially 
a royal gue t. Word got to the gulley of 
the king' de ire and Ordona, the chef, 
lit out for the depth of the Quincy, 
houting, "No! No! No!" 

When the time came for an exchange 
of gift ' , Ordona wa ' not included. But 
,other item were which lbn- aud 

ecmcd to value greatly. He wa me-
what lame from wound · received in 
desert warfare, and rather old ( about 
eventy. I'd ay), and he apparently had 

difficulty getting around. When he e -
pre. ed intere t in the Pre~ident' 
wheel chair, he wa • pre ented with a 
spare we had on boar{i ( a ·econd wa 
ent to him later). F.D.R. al o gave 

the Arab king a C-47 airplane, a gold 
Fourth Term Inauguration Medallion, 
omc other mcmento~-and the recipe 

for our curried lamb with rice. 
lbn- aud, in turn, gave Roo:evelt a 

gold knile, a box of perl umc, two leather 
ca e containing Arabian clothing for 
him elf and hi · ·on', and ct , of elegant 
harem attire for Mr . Roo evelt and 

Mr . Boettiger. Every member of the 
Pre idcnt' part and every officer of 
the Murphy received an Arabian co -
tume and an in ·cribcd gold watch. Ev
ery bluejacket on the M~rphy w.1s given 
ten Egyptian pound · ( about 28), ev
ery chief petty officer 15 pound . 

The Murphy pre ented the king with 
a pair of binocular , a uhmachine gun 
and two Colt automatic pistol with am
munition; and Admiral McIntire gave 
the king' phy ician ome penicillin. 

Mr . Boettiger mi ed thi wonderful 
day, bccau ·c it i again t Arab cu tom 
to have women around when men arc 
meeting with men. but she returned to 
the Quincy immediatc~y after the royal 
party. and F.D.R. decided to do a little 
personal ·hopping. Native curio were 
brot ht out for hi in pcction. He 
bo , everal-and borrowed 39.'.!5 
f "me to pay for them. 

Arah-Zioni l I sue Discu ed 

There wa. one di ·cu ion between 
Ibn-Saud and Pre ident Roo cvelt 
which wa the ubjcct of much pecu
lation and angry 'debate later, at the 
height of the Pale tine controver ·y. Did 
the Pre ident promi e the Saudi Ara
bian monarch that on the Palestine i -
sue he would exert his influence for the 
Arab and again t the Zionist ? The 
Arab claimed a much at the time, and 
the Zionist hotly denied it. Jn 1945, a 
Jetter from F.D.R. to Jbn- aud wa 
made public. but I don't believe an e ·
tract of the actual under tanding be
tween the two chief of talc ha ever 
been published. Herc, in paraphra ·e, is 
what wa • said, a taken from my log. 

Jbn- aud trongly oppo cd the com
ing of Jew to Arab country. He pro
po ed that they be given living pace in 
the countries that had oppre~ ed them, 
and as crte<l that Arabs and Jews could 
never co-operate, either in Palestine or 
el ewhcre. F.D.R. replied that he 
wished to a · ure the king that he would 
do nothing to a ·i ·t the Jew again t 
the Arab · and would make no move 
hostile to the Arab people .... When 
Jbn-Saud ugge ted ending an Arab 
mi ion to Britain and the U.S., Roo e
velt aid it wa a good idea bccau c he 
thought many people in America and 
England were misinformed regarding 
the Arab case in Pale tine. 

Late that afternoon, the Quincy 
hoi ted anchor for Alexandria. Prime 
Minister hurchill wa on hand there 
next day for lunch with the Pre ident. 
Then, ,tftcr a stop at Algier , we headed 
home. We pa ·sed through the irginia 
capes at about noon on February 27th, 
tran ' fcrred to the train at Newport 
New - and proceeded on to Wa hington. 

Le · than two month later, Franklin 
Roo ·eve It wa dead. J wa not with 
him at Warm pring ,. when he died. I 
wa • with my wife, who wa seriously 
ill at our home. J w., 'Ure, after that 
tragic April 12th, that J never could be 
happy at the White Hou c again. But I 
wa mi ·taken. Th<'re were still c ·citing 
day · to come. 

Next week, the author tells of Presi
de,rt Truman's reaction 011 learni,rg 
that the first atom bomb had been 
dropped, compares F.D.R. and Tru
man as bosses-and tells what hap
pened to a Filipino steward named 
Ike after Eisenhower's ina11g11ration 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Rebbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th St. and Ansel Road 
Clevele.nd, Cbio 

Der Rabbi Silver: 

July 9. 1953 

I thought you might like to kno ho gr atly we a reciate 
tte initiative hich you took yesterdav with the President in 
.rour discussion regarding the uroepects for eace betweP.n 
the Arab States and Israel. 

e should be most grateful for your guidance on at might 
be properly said to our friend with discretion concerning your 
meeting with tr. Eisenhower beyond the brief reportR which 
have ap~eared in the press. 

With best Wishes, 

Yours incerely, 

J~K...w~ 
Jilek Winocour 
Dir~ctor of Information 

J : SE 
Cc: r. L. Lipsq 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Hadassab, Women'• Zioni t Organization ol America • Bapoel Hamiznchi • Labor Zioni t Organization ol America-Poale Zion 
• Mizrachl Orpnization or America • Progre ive Zionist League-Ha homer Batzair • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut 

428 Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni t Organization ol America • Zioni ts-Revi ioniall or America 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • Tm.BPHONB MUUAY HILL 2-1160 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silveri 

July 27, 195~ 

I have been saving the enclosed article from 
Collier's of June 27. 

The final paragraphs on the last page are 
particularly interesting because the author gives 

• 

a firsthand report on the Roosevelt,Ibn-Saud incident 
which he says he has taken from his records. 

There is nothing particularly new in this report 
and it is what you are sure had happened st the time 
but it is valuable coming from one who had direct in
formation. From our standpoint the promises made to 
Ibn-Saud were worse than many of us had believed. 
The difficulty, of course, with all this is that we 
cannot raise any protests because of the possibility 
or antagonizing Mrs. Roosevelt and the Congressman, 
both of whom are friendly. 

With kindest regards. 

AH/hh 
Enc. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Hada sah, Women•• Zioniat Organisation of America • Bapoel Hamiznchi • Labor Zioniat Organisation of .~meriea•Poale Zion 
• Mizrachi Organisation of America • Progreuive Zioniat League-Ha homer Hatzair • United Zionut Labor PartJ (Achdut 

~ 4 H Avodab-Poale Zion) • Zionilt Orpniution of America • Zioniltt-Reviaionilta of America 



llr.Adolpllllubbard 
er1oa licmist Cc-med J 

.3la2 JlacH eon Awnu 
le«ork 17, •..ran 
_, deU' frlendt 

lugullt Ji, 19SJ 

thank 70U tor your kind lettar f4 lal7 27th ad tor the artiole 
1raa ColUer' a whiab you enclONde The npart, ,:I.Veil bT 1aa 
mt.her or tm Rc-o••Nlt. - nn-s■.. oca'NI anion doe• not .... 
Jll'l• • at all. Aa 7cm. Im•, I -'1.•.a tbe ...... ~ Ula 
I 1pn07 Counoil '1111 and U.. ap1n abod t.he _,__ale 
attitwle ot acc1sselt to aa -• nlllt a1-.. 1118'ol7 ba9 a 
... aft• ot •tobSJ?c l1P wltla ,. ...... ad 1d.lbfa1 "''""•· 

Vltla all I004 wilbNw I r n 

lloat OCS'di.a. ~ :,our•, 

Aal BIJDL SIL'fll 
AHS1w 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
·42 MADISON AVENUE • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

..... , a. »••··· 
OrldNl Ooana llq. 
um aa. 21111""" 
Olanl.and 1,, <ld.o 

TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Oll~lOIII, l-'1011•••oramlM•aproJenc~• Toar 
lo \be MIMl• .._. 1111d 1-ael., •• the IIDOffl.o1al apouorablp ot U. 
A..-t.oea Obrldtan Paleelt.u C!c t\\ee. 91a \oar le DOS claftJllh, 1M 
IJ'09I» lwrbl 111w ton tw ,_ -.no. aa ._..,., onow iaa. 

loeed 1 a oow ot \M aoelllN wblob -.,.Or lar\eftel.d ~ A\laa\a 
!la• MD\ 011\ to a ma .. ot -,on aGl'ON \be 0Galltl7. 

•• llaYe trip bopea to.- \bl.a ~len, aD4 are OOllftdan\ tbat 1011 w1l1 
do all 1n 70V pow• to ...- a pl.a•• on Vil.a tov to roar ■-,or. n. 
ooe\ ot \be air• til'lp (..,~to !Olk) ta kalo. .., 10II I-' 
beb1,.. tbla pz-ojeo\ and st•• l\ 1M OUlll it deea•wf 

.. MQon' CllfollJa wUl be aDOOllpald.e4 Ir •• Ip••- lnr1a, '••od•'· 
Iii.to. ..i FoNlp OwNapalld•I of \M OLIIILAID PWI DIAL • 1rw!a 
baa '1doe bea \o 1.-..1, alld la a real. rrtad. 

•• ant• ap1n8' •k'na a Id.I pab.11oit,' affair o.t or tld.a ••tme 
•••not to ealte lb• opsMadtd.oa ot Ard IC)ftll2■ 11,e. Par \be -
.._ .. , Dl•• do Mt: tdllalSIM ttn IAPA'• rm 1.1• JdNI \!te pmJell, 
!be •jol- pablio1'T eff.-1 abolll.d ooae &tier U.. ...,.~•• ntun wblD Ilia 
gty a Id.a NpOft. I\ IIOlllA, ot OGm-N, lie ld.pl7 Nlrable auo to 
■eeve Olart.a\tan lllllpporl tor \Ila award ot Ude trip to Ille..,_.. 

lboal.d JOV 11aJm- no, be 111 a podUoa to ID, or alloQld 7011 tNl Ula\ 
\be Ol'7 ...... , or pnllldat ~ t.M Oltr OcMmdl la a Wltr oandldale, 
don't bed.tale lo Mt• ... a r11a11adaU.e111. 

Lei u bear fl'OII J011 _.. ft.lie la al.Nad7 abo~. 

~ J0111 ., 

Loda Llpeq, 
Olttnt• 

&CJ la'i 1,111. llll.el:<Jll1' NT ORGANIZATIONS 

Bada11ah, Women', Zionilt Organisation of America • Ba,homer Hatzair • Labor Ziooi1t Or1anisation of America•Poale Zion 

Misrachi Or1anization of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Acbdat AYodah-Poale Zion) • Zioniat OrganiHtion of America 

~@ Zioni111-Reri1Joni1t1 of America 



U.S. MAYORS 
ON AN 

EXCITING ADVE TURE 
THROUGH 

THE MIDD LE E ST 
AND 

THE HOLY LA D 

17 

DAYS 

WIT H 

ALL
INCLUSIVE 

$1350. 

HON. WILLIAM B. HARTSFIELD 
PRES. AM ERICAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION 

and 

MAYOR OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

LEAVING N. Y. - OCT. 18 953 

~ ... U R_Nl,.._.__~ .. . - 0 . , 1-9 3 



THE U. S. MAYOR'S STUDY TOUR has been designed to give a firsthand vivid picture of life and problems 
in the Middle East. 

The MAYORS will ......................... .. . 

SEE ACROPOLIS in ATHENS ... BOSPORUS in TURKEY ... 
Boolbek in LEBANON . . . Philodelphion Amphitheatre in 
AMMAN . . . Church of Nativity in BETHLEHEM . . . Church 
of the Holy ~epulchre . . . Dome of the Rock (Mosque of 
Omar in Tempie area) ... in the Old City of Jerusalem .. . 
ISRAEL ... in the New City of JERUSALEM; BEERSHEBA, 
TEL AVIV, HAIFA, and Mt. Carmel, Tiberio, Sea of Galilee .. . 
ROME - Colosseum, Pantheon, St. Peters, the Catacombs .. . 
PARIS - Modern and Historic Sections. 

STUDY a vital underdeveloped area ... Get factual data 
about the social, religious, political and economic problems. 
Learn what our government through E.C.A. and T.C.A. is 
doing in the area. What each nation visited is doing to bring 
a fuller life to its people ... U.N. Technical Assistance, 
Relief and Works Agency Projects. 

MEET U. S. government officials, U. N. personnel, and local 
Mayors, government, cultural and religious leaders in each 
country . 

STUDY TOUR 
Oct. 

Sun. 18 IDLEWILD TO PARIS PA 062 Dep. l :00 P.M. 
Mon. 19 PARIS Arr. PARIS 9:45 A.M. 
Tues. 20 PARIS TO A THENS AF 470 Dep. 1 :40 P.M. 

Arr. Athens 9:25 P.M. 
Wed. 21 ATHENS TO ISTANBUL BE 130 Dep. 7:35 P.M. 

Arr. ISTANBUL 9:25 P.M. 
Thur. 22 ISTANBUL 

Fri. 23 ISTANBUL Dep. 8:05 A.M. 
ANKARA Arr. 9:30 A.M. on DHY 2 

Sat. 24 BEIRUT Dep. ANKARA 10 A.M. 
Arr. BEIRUT l :00 P.M. 

JOIN MAYOR HARTSFIELD and SPENCER D. IRWIN, ASSO-

CIATE EDITOR of the CLEVE

LAND PLAIN DEALER, who will 

accompany the Mayors as For

eign Affairs Expert and Associate 

Tour leader. 

JOIN TODAY 

Early booking is necessary to 

secure passport and visas, as 

well as acceptance to the tour. 

Spencer 0 . I rwin 

ITINERARY 

Sun. 25 SYRIA, JORDAN and 
ISRAEL ... BY Pullman 

Motorcoach to Baalbek 
. . . Damascus ... 

through AMMAN . .. Bethlehem .. . 
Jerusalem, old and 
new City ... then tour 
through Israel 

Nov. 
Sun. 1 TEL A VIV TO ROME Dep. LAI ,#434 at 

1:00 A.M. 
1 ROME Arr. 8: 10 A.M. 

Mon. 2 ROME TO NEW YORK PA 063. Dep. 7:00 P.M. 
Tues. 3 NEW YORK Arr. IDLEWILD 1 :25 P.M. 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

ALL EXPENSE RATE: $1 ,350.00 

1. AIR TRANSPORTATION (Tourist) on Pan American World Airlines. 

2. RAIL transportation abroad, with reserved seats and bed in double 

compartment for night travel. 

3. ACCOMMODATIONS: First Class Hotels in Middle East and Europe, 
basis two in a room. with private bath where available. 

4. FOOD: Three meals daily, including continental breakfast table d'hote 

lunch and dinner. Meals on train and plane while enroute. 

5. SIGHTSEEING AND EXCURSIONS: as outlined in the itinerary, with 

English-speaking guides. 

6. TRANSFERS: Passengers and baggage from railroad stations and city 

air terminals to hotels and vice versa. 

7. TAXES AND TIPS at hotels, to drivers, guides, porters and interpreters. 

8. TOUR CONDUCTOR service. 

9. ORIENTATION FEATURES: Meetings and receptions with leaders in host 

nations. 

NOT INCLUDED: Cost of U.S. passport, personal items such as laundry and 

beverages, etc. 

RESPONSIBILITY. A. T. HENDERSON CO., INC., N. Y., and/or its agents 

act only as agent for the passenger and assumes no responsibility nor 

liability in connection with the services of transportation companies and 

individuals furnishing services for which tickets and coupons are issued, 

neither will they be responsible nor liable for any personal injury, delay, 

accident or loss of personal property, or for additional expense caused by 

circumstances beyond their control. Additional expense if any shall be 

borne by the passengers; conversely refund will be made to the passenger 

if any savings is effected thereby. 

Any and/or all transportation companies herein mentioned shall have or 

incur no responsib ili ty or liability to any traveler, aside from their liability 

as common carriers. The airlines concerned are not to be held responsible 

for any act, omiss ion, or event, during the time passengers are not on 

board their planes or conveyance. The passage contract in use by the 
airl ines concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between 

the airl ines and the purchaser of these tours and/or passenger. 

All rates shown in this program are based upon current tari ffs, taxes and 

rates of exchange and are subject to adjustment in the event of changes 

therein, prior to tour departure. Baggage is "at owner's risk" throughout 

the journey; liability of carriers for baggage and other property of 

passengers is limited to the ir liab ility as common c.arriers: insurance may 

be arranged at time of booking. Small articles (coats, wraps, umbrell2s, 

etc .) are entirely under care of passengers, who are cautioned against the 

risk attached to their be ing left in conveyances while sightseeing. 

TRAVELWISE, operated by Harry F. Brown, Director of 

WORLDWAYS, Educational Tour Division of A. T. Henderson 

Co., Inc., long experienced and specialists in MIDDLE EAST 

TRAVEL. 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

New York 17, N. Y. 
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