
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         3            1            85 
 
 

American Zionist Emergency Council and American Emergency 
Council for Zionist Affairs, minutes, 1943. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



·• 

• 

• 

OONFIIlE?PrI.ti\.L #99 

.. . .. ~ • .... -·... <P • 

• MINUTES Ol OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AMl[SIQA}l EMERGEHCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 7, 1943. 

A special meeting of the Office Cerrmittee was held on Thursda.,y, 
January 7, 19431 at 2:3:> P.M., at 41 Ea.st 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Mr. Szold (presiding), Mr. Bu.blick, Mrs. Epstein, Dr. Goldstein, 
Mrs. Halprin, Yu-s. Jacobs, VIZ"s. Pool, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Wertheim, 
Mr. Lourie. 

Ey invitation: Rabbi James Heller, B.abbi Felix Levy. 

AMER! CAN COUNO IL FOR J'UllAI §M 

Rabbi Hellor reported informally and confidentially on a meeting held 
with members of the Council for Junerican Jud.a.ism. ~t that meeting the propcsa.l 
was made that the Council dissolve and that the Central Conference of /1111erican 
Rabbis write into its by-laws a clause that this body would not conmit itself on 
the Zionist question either pro or con. After the dissolution of the organiza­
tion, oonversations between Zionists and the members of the Council would be in­
itiated looking toward friendly cooperation for Palestine. The members of the 
Council constantly reiterate that though they are against Zionism they are for 
Palestine. 

Babbi Heller reoomwended that for the next two or three weeks. while 
negotintions directed to the dissolution of the American Council for Judaism were 
being carried on, Zionists refrain from directing their propngandn to attaaks on 
this organization. He believed the Zionist cause ™>u.ld have mu.ch to gain from 
pursuing such n course. • 

Scepticism wns expressed on the part of one or two of those present 
that the recommend~tion of Rabbi Heller would result in silencing the anti­
Zionists on the American scene even as an organized group. Moreover, Zionists 
were in the mood for combat; to halt thooi now would create a "let-down" which 
wil:J. be charged agair:.st Zionist leadership. 

Rabbi Levy mnde it clear that the proposal was only for a tanporary 
"armistice" for a period of two to three weeks. If the rr-.bbis withdraw ond the 
laymen organize, then we can go a.head and fi~t them openly. 

n.u-1118 the course of the discussion 1 t was made clear that the pro­
posed "armistice" would not enjoin the Zionists from proceeding with plans for 
the all-Jewish Conference, or from initiating a petition, or from any positive 
Zionist action which might be contemplated. 

After a leng.tl-y discussion it was woved and approved (Dr. Goldstein 
contra) that Babbi Heller 1 a proposal be accepted and that the Zionists refraiA 
from launching any direct att~ak: on the America.~ Council for Judaism for the oom-
1ng tho or three weeks, to enable the orrange~ent referred to b~ Dr. Heller to 
be broU&ht ton conclusion. 

Arthur Lourie 
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T. V .A. people could not undcrstf\..11.d how serious nindcd people could stnrt 
with pla..~s m.th then ruid then hcnr nothing further. Mntt crs ucrc not 
standing still--privatc individuo.ls hnd subnittcd a neno to the highest 
quarters in Washington on the sane subject; a.11.d now Populnr Science 
hnd an article in the nano Qf a French engineer envisaging a sinilnr 
schcno to tho J. V. A. All sorts of groups nro coning foruard \11th 
post-mu- plnns n.11.dprojccts. ~sco had boon clinin~tcd, but nothing else 
had been achieved. Ho urged tho connittce not to nllou a..11.other dny to 
pnss but to cono to a decision • 

Follomng further discussion in tho course 9f uhi9h Dr. Wciznn.."l..11. 
cjprcssed his a.11.xicty to "get a novo on n m.th the r:mttcr, Mr. Wcrthoin 1s 
notion uns put to n vote. The notion was cnrried. (Mrs. Hnlprin contra, 
Mrs. Pool abstaining). 

LOWDERMILK :BOOK 

Mr. Ncunn-"l..11. reported that at the last necting of the Public Relations 
Con"littoe• it had been ngrccd t<,> recon.,ond the earliest possiblo publica­
tion of Mr. Loudernilk 1 s book. A sub-connittoe under Dr. Stoinlmrg uns 
authorised to net in tho natter. 

REQUEST FBOM P .t\LESTINE 

It ~ns reported that Hndassah had received a request fron Mrs. 
Vester in Po.lestinc, as~ing Hadnssah to use its good offices to buy and 
tra~snit nilk for Polish (non-Jorn.sh) children thor0 at the expense of 
Mrs. Vcstcr•s connittoo • 

It was ngrood that Hndnssr.th should do this. 

AMERIC.AU JEWISH CO .fl.UTTEE 

Judge Levintho.l. nn.9-e tho follo uing report "1 Lho tmnunl :,coting 
of the Anorico..11. Jam.sh Connittco on Jnnuary 31~ uhich ho had nttcndcd ns 
a n0nbor of tho Con~ittec. Mr. M."\Uricc Wertn0i n hnd presided• n..11.d urged 
tho adoption of the stntcncnt uhich ho dcscri~ud ns a iijunping off plncon 
rather thnn n final position. The ex27r ene n..~·~i -•Zi onist group of the 
Ancrican Jem.sh Coru:,ittce wore not present; t ~oy f c~t th t tho stn.tonont 
to be presented represented 11 selling out" t o t ile Zio!lists. A nunbor of 
Zionists did attend. 

Judge Levinthal in speaking on tho r cs~lution had explained why ho 
could not vote for it. He hnd pointed m~t t ;1[.l.t tho stntcncnt represented 
a retrogression; Judge Levintho.1 had also d.raun attention to tho failure 

• to give recognition to the Jc~ish Agcncyo 

Judge Prosksuer stated that tho docunont, nhich hnd bpen draftod 
by a Zionist close to the novonont, hnd boon shovm to sonc of the lend­
ing statesnC?l in Washington who had been high in its prnisos. Ho fui­
thor said thn.t the purposo of the km.sh .Ag(t:icy!' to incl'J.de Zionists and 
non-Zionists, hnd not been fulflllod, for the Zionists hnd absorbed the 
non-Zionists. He urgod Judge Levinthnl to vote for the stntonent a..11.d to 

• accopt his offer of cooporntion. 

Mrs. Jacobs ruid pointed out that tho failure of tho non-Zionists 
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~o pnrticipato fully in tho Jer1ish l.€ency had been their oun fnult. Judge 

Lehna.'1 had spoko!1 a"ld rocnllod his O'tV!l. role in tho fornntion of the Jewish 
Agancy. He n.ssertod that if ho believed tho stntono.."lt to bo presented 
to tho .Ancrican Jem.sh Conni ttce rcproscntcd n finn.l credo, h0 rould be 
cor,pclled to ~ithdrnTT fron the Connittce. He believed it to be no norc 
tha.'1 a starting point tounrd closer U..'1dorstn.'1ding bot roon tho Zionists n."ld 
the Connittoe. 

On tho strength of Judge Lehnn.'1 1 s stntcncnt, Judge Levintho.l snid, 
he nbstained fron voting for tho sta.tcnont. !rs. Hnlpri!l hnd likcuise 

been reeo~ded nssocinting herself ~1th Judge Lcvinthol. 

It uns reported thA.t tho Executive Connittoo _cf the Ancricn_~ Jcmsh 
Connittce hnd instructed tho inconing president to a,point n connittoo to 
arra'1go for further ncgotiRtions m.th the Zionists. 

All tho ncnbors of the Office Conr,i ttoo who hnd been prcso..~t rt tho 
nooting of tho .Anorica.'1 Jcmsh Conr,ittcc paid n warn tribute to Judge 
Lcvi!lthnl for his adnirnblo presentation of the Zionist position and for 
his statcncrrt in explanation of not voting for tho resolution. 

In tho course of discussion the follo't'tj.ng points ~ere nadc:l.Tho 
fact that the Zionists present nt the nocting hnd not recorded thonsclvcs 
as voting against the stntcncnt uas dcplorod~2oTho stntonont of tho . 
Oonnittec was chnrncterisod ns onti-Zionist but so cleverly rordcd thnt 
it had created n lot of confusion in tho ninds oven of sonc Zionists. 
Tuenty-fi vo years ngo such o. st tenant fron the Conni tteo night h~ve been 
welconcd, but ~o~ that the Zionists were nnking specific political d'9tlc\!lds 
for a Jewish Connonrycnlth, this stntcncnt could in no sense bo construod. 
as pro-Zionist.3.Tho notion to in~truct tho inconing president to nppoint 
a connittec to doal mth the Zionists TTas one to bo r cg::u-dcd mth cnution. 
The Zionists, m. th the Pittsburgh Conforonco, hnd onb~.rkod on n ncu course 
n..~d had put the nnttor into the ha~ds of Ancricnn JoTTry. Privntc negotia­
tions botuocn us nnd the Anerico..'1 Jouish Cor.li.li ttoc rould bo a bctrnyru of 
the 32 orga~izations uhich had cone ton decision at Pittsburgh in re-
gard to an .Asscnbly of .Anorica"l JoTTTY• Nothing mist be done to vitiate 
the plans for thnt contcnplntcd, dcnocrnticttl.ly clvctcd Asscnbly. 

•1• To cortnin people in tho Stntc Dopn.rtr10nt the Con..,i ttcct s stn.tcne..":lt 
was undoubtedly a wolconc docuncnt bcc~use it ~ould nnko their task easier 
in donl.ing uith the difficultios constn..~tly bolng rn.iscd by tho Zionists. 
It uas essential therefore thnt tho Stnto Dcpnrtncnt should hcnr fron us 
a rei toration of our dona."lds a'1d a clcnr do..'11."l thn.t ,10 accepted the 
statoncnt of tho .Anerican Jcclsh Connittoc. O~r nnin n..~d nost inpor~a'1t 
tnsk uns to push through the Jewf,sh. Assembly as the only ontidoto 
to nll the stn.tcncnts uhich arc being nndo. Tino n~s of the essence • 
io did not knou when ponce tnl.ks ryould seriously stnrt, and it was 
osse~tial that this natter bo pursued uithout duleyo 

5. Nevertheloss, . it ~ae urged thnt nothing be done to alionnto those 
r.tCr:lbors of the .Aoerica"l J 0uish Conni ttoo mio night be persun.dod to acc0pt 
the Zionist pos~tion. It should be nado clonr to the Oonnitteo that they 
nill bo uolcor.io a.t tho Assanbly n.Tld thc.t nothing uill be dono beforo­
hn.."ld to bind it. If representatives of the Anorico.n Jomsh Oomittoo 
mshad to cliscuss nnttcrs rrith us this could b9 d.ono uith individunls in 
privnte, u.~officiol ponforC?1cos, but nclcing it clcnr to thcM thnt ue hnvo 
no authority to negotinte uith thOI!l officially. 
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6. It was nl,so urged that Hadnssnh,ns a Zionist orga.'lizntion, withdrnTT 
its Monbcrship fron the Anerica.'1 Jouish Connittoo. Other Zionists should ~ 
nlso 1.1ithdra'7. The election of Judgo(froslcn'.§as president mis a /" 
chru.lengo levelled at tho Zionist novCt'lent. Dr. Woizna."'l.'1 snid in this 
OO!l.'lcction thn.t uhilo Zionist nonbership on tho Connittec was purely an 
.Ar.lorica'l problen, ho personally thought it incongruous in tho circunstn..'lces 
for Zionists to pn.rticipntc in tho nctivitios of the Oonnittcc. In 
a'lsucr to this it uns suggested thnt if, ns Judge Lchna'l indic~tod, there 
wns the possibility of bringing nbout n chn.'lged cnphnsis in the attitude 
of tho A. J. c., then it night be nistnkcn for Zionists to ttlthdrnw now • 
The pres9nco of Zionists at tho neeting of the Connittee hnd bcQ'l helpful to 
the Zionist cnuso, in thnt it gnvo then tho opportu.'lity of prcscnti!'lg their I 
position. The pla.11s for tho Assenbly should be proceeded m. th but ue should ( 
deal tnctfully m. th tho Anoric:in cTcmsh Conni ttco in vieu of tho possibility 
of wi!l.'ling over ncobcrs of the Cont1ittoe, uho uere oen of iaportn.~ce in 
public life, to our point of vieu • 

.After sono further discussion it uas finally agreed that: 

1. A OOl!lni ttce bo naned to draft n stntcnont of our position. Tho s~ntcnont l "{
1 is not to llt,tack the Acorica~ Jam.sh Conni ttcc ns such, but is to bo in 

al;\swer to their statcoent reid to deol nffirnntivcly with our position. 

2. Private discussions which nny be cnrricd on by individuals mist bo clear­
ly u.~derstood to_be unofficinl in cho.rnctor. We nust rennin free to bring 
tho Biltnore progrnn to tho Asscnbly a'ld nothing should be done to preclude 
t~is possibility • 

3. Mrs. Halprin uns asked to inforn the Rntionru. onrd of Hndassah th~t the 
consensus of opinion in tho :Eborga'lcy Connittee ~as to request it to give 
consideration to tho continuntion of Hndnssahfs non~c=ship in the Ar.lericn.11 
Jewish Comittec, as an orgnnizcd Zionist ~ody, in tr.e light of todeyls 
discussion • 
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MIUlJTES OF OFFICE CO 1HITTEE MEETIUG 
EMERGEliCY COMHI'ITEE FOR Z!OIHST AFFAIRS 

February 4, 1943 

COUFIDEHTIAL 1106 

A meeting of the Office Comnittee oi the .American Emergency Committee for Zionist Aff~irs was held on Thursday, February 4, 1943 at 3:00 P.M. at • ■s tia6 M 111, New York. 
sr. RE6--1S NOTE:f...-

• PRESEUT: Dr. Wise (presiding), Mr. l3ublick, h-. Gellman, Mr. G,;eenberg, 
Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Judge Levinthal, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. 
Ueumann, Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Werthetm 

Dr, Weizmann, Rabbi Berlin. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Louriet Mr. eisgal. 

REPORr OF ORGAltIZATIOU COMMITTEE& 

The recommendations of the organization Oommittee were reported as 
follows: 

1. Mr. :Brodie should be asked to serve as chairma.ll of the committee . on resources and planning, though without any such condittons as originally proposed. The committee unanimously approved this proposal. A committee was to be named to discuss the matter with Mr. Brodie, with power to act. 

2. Mr. Lipsky should be asked to serve as chairman of a committee on press and publications • 
There was soQe discussion on the relation of this committee to the committee on public relations. It was generally aereed that these two committees were not divisible, iut were concernad with two facets of the same function. The chairman of both co~mittees wo~ld be in constant contact on tho actual conduct of the work~ a.~d each would be ex officio a member of the corresponding committee. 

The opinion WA.s expressed that a distinction should be made bet een the Yiddish a."ld Anglo-Jewish press, and the gene:cal p:':'essrand that the latter should be under the direct jurisdiction of tha public relations committee, and the former as uell as publications on bci"7alf of the cozmni ttee under Mr. Lipsky1s committee. After some discussio~ it uass houevcr, agreed that such a distinction might be artificial arJ1 that the matter of the relative jurisdictions of the two coII1JT1ittees snoU::.d be mrkcd out by their chairmen. 

Subject to this it as unanimously agreed that Mr. Lipsky be i~vited t(o serve as chairman of such a second committee on publications, etc • name to be finally decided on after discussion on the question of func­tion as above). 

3. Rabbi ~reslau should be asked to serve on a professional basis as the Washington representative Qf the Emergency Committee in charg~ of the mrk there of the American Palestine Committee, trlth responsib111ty to the Pu.blic Relations Committee. It uas unanimously agreed that Mr. ~ Shulman be authorized to offer the position to Rabbi Breslau • 
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J. V. A. -- -

It ~as further reported that tho Organization Committee had 
recommended tho employment of Dr. Armin Weiner, a distinguished Czech 
engineer nou in this country, in connection m.th a preliminary survey in 
behalf of the J.V.A. research project. 

Judgo Rothenberg reported as follows: Dr. Weizmann invited 
Mr. Szold and myself to discuss tho matter of the proposed investigation 
of the J.V.A. project. In vicu of the failure of the Energency Committee 
to come to an arrroigcment mth tho Esco, Dr~ Woi7.mann suggested the setting 
up of a commission under the aegis of the .Agency to take the matter in hand. 
There are nou residing in this country several very eminent engi~ecrs from 
l!hropean countries. They have notable reputations in their fields and have 
done important engineering work in Europ o. It was thought by Dr~ Weizmann 
that the commission to be cstabl:ihed should invite such persons who may 
be available to serve on an advisory commi ttoo of experts dlo would go 
into the whole subject under tho guida.~ce of the com:nission to be rcppointed. 
The suggestion wns made that the commission uould from time to time report 
to the Emefgency Committee as the arm of tho Jemsh ..Ai!,mcy, and that the 
»nergeney Committee would o•reisc a moasure of supervision over the 
Commission. 

The question was raised as to uhat r.ould bo tho relation between 
this commission nnd the resources and pla'l.'l'ling commi ttoe c,f the fme1·gency 
Committee. It uas doubtful if the »:ncrgcncy Com~iGtoc could hopu ~o ao 
any fruitful post-vm.r planning if this project uoro token out of its 
hands as uas nou proposed. The nholc diffic~lty uith Fsco had arisen 
because there was unm.llingnos~ to allorr so inporta~t ~ project to go 
outside the authority of tho eomnittcc uhich rqproscntcd tho Agcncyt 
namely tho Erlcrgoncy ComMittoc. 

Judge Rothenberg said there uas no reason to as~uno hostility 
between tho proposed Cornni ssion and tho rcsourcos a.."'ld. plru1ning conrii ttce. 
The .Agency uould tako over control of the investigation csor·.r!ng to itself 
tho right to deal with problons which nay arise~ C:loso cooperation 
botuoon tho two comni ttoes could bo envisaged if there were good mll. 

In ansucr to tho suggestion that the uoncy had no permanent 
office here, such as it had in London nnd Jcru3,J. 01: a!1d thA.t nftor Dr. 
Woizna.."ln left, a.~ u.~co:-tain position uou:i.d bo c:c A.{jce:.~ ina0 r:r.ich as the 
»nergcncy Cot1r1i ttco i tsolf ,ms the only ar:1 of 1,ho Ag,.,ncy in this country, 
tho chairnan said he thought tho :Bnorgoncy Coru,:..., ~cc .r :-f1.~cscnt od tho Agency 
hero only where ucstcrn hc□i sphere affRirs wcru C()l1.(.crnod a.'1 d !_lot to deal 
m.th a pr9jcct to be actually carried out in Palvs~ino. In a~y cnso it 
would be possible to dolegato tho nocossary nutn~ri~y after Dr. Woiz□o..'1n 1 s 
doparturo. 

Mr. Worthoirn novod tho.t tho proposal bo accepted and expressed 
regret that no action had boon ia1con on the definite offer of tho Esco 
Foundation nt an e~rlior nocting nlthough the nnjority of those proscnt 
had been in favor of accsptonco. 

In tho course of further discussion ~. NeUT:1ann mirnod against 
allowing noro tino to olapso. Tho nholo J. V .A., nn.ttor mis 1n n noss. Tho 
Lowdornilks vroro distroasod by tho dolay in tho no.ttcr of tho book, and tho 
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CONFIDENTIAL fl.15 

MIWTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AMERICAN: DmRGENOY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American E:nergcncy Comr.littee for 
Zionist Affairs uns held on June 11 1943 at 8:CO PM, o.t the St. Regis Hotel • 

Present: Judge Levinthol (presiding), Mr. l3u1:>li0k, Rabbi Gold, Mrs,. 
Goldstein, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Hnlprln; Iva-s. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, 
Mr. Neumann, Mrs. ?ool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr~ Shulman" Mr. Szold, Mro '\Varthei::1, 
Dr. Wise. 

Mr. 

AMERIO.AN JEWISH CONFmrENCE: 

!Ihe question of a Zionist bloc in connection r,i th the elections to the 
forthcoming Conference r1as discussed in the li~~t of tlie decision of Poole Zion 
to present a sepnrate slate. 

The following points of vieu were expressed: 

(a) A Zionist bloo is essentio.l to preserve Zionist unity nnd to insure 
the election of Zionist cnndidntes, especially in lorge communities, ~here sepa­
rate Zionist slo.tes would throw the nocinntion to the non-Zionists. 

(b) !J?1e Conference is not the occasion for indicating pnrty strength, 
but unified Zionist strength behind the Biltmore platform. S8l)orate party slates 
Pou.ld a.rouse nn unhealthy inter-Zionist competitiveness. 

On the other hand, it uas suggested that it ~ould be nise for a number of 
representative persons in the Je~ish oocmunity to be elected o.s delegates to the 
Conference, even though they~ be non-Zionists. n1e itipressian oust be avoid­
ed that the Zionists o.re ou.t to capture o.11 the delegates. Moreover, o. Poo.le 
Zion slate, for 8Xllmple, might attract Lo.ndBmllllschaften in vnrious oitiea, '7ho 
would not other\1ise vote the Zionist slate. 

On behalf of Poole Zion, Mr. Wertheim pointed out that in cities entitled 
to one or t\7o delegates, ond there are approximntely 100 such cities, an agree­
ment \7ould be readily possible • 

It \"las urged that nn agreement be nnde with Poo.le Zion on o. nutionol basis, 
the purpose of nhich ~ould be to assure Poale Zion representation from cities 
uhere the1 normally could rDt secure it. 

The mo.tter wo.s referred to the oot.1mittee cocposed of t~o meobers from each 
party nnd Mr. Shulman, uioh ho.d previously been appointed to denl with the 
matter of coordinnting Zionist strength for the elections • 

lUBLIO llELATIONS: 

Mr. Sh11]ronn reported that tr.e Oomi ttee on public relo.tions plll.llned the 
publication of a bulletin to be cirouloted omong mecbera of the American Poles-
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tine Committee, the Christian Council, etc. The Committee reconriended that 
Marie Syrkin be engnged for tl e \7or.k of the Publi~ Relations nepnrtmen't. She 
would also talte phv.rge of ~he pr0pcsec. b1.:l.lot~n, .1 -f :i rrcnz3r:ients could be rnni:ie 
for relense from her present ,ost wifJ1 t ~e :Jonrd O- lklur o.t .~.J Q 

The reoommendntlon of i~ha Publio Relations Cor.ir.,i ttee wo.s nccepted, nno. 
Mr. Shulmon was au.tho ·ized ·:;o proceea in the a1.tter of securing the serYices of 
Mis o Syrkin • 

DR, WNIZM.Alffit 

The cha!rnon uel~oraed !lr. Weizr.ll\nn,, 

Dr. WeizIJall!l reported that nnnoi:.ncer.,ents hod appeared in Po.lcor indi~n~i.r.g 
thn.t nfter discussions in the Qecutive and the Actions Cor.r.ii ttee in J91•usalora, 
1 t t'las deoidad to open an off lee of. the Jem. sh Agency in Washington. He uouJ.ct 
like to hcve had t~is done eix oonths ago. The matter hn.d been pro~rncted, 1nit, 
finally n decision rm.e to.ken. Dr~ Weiznann hnd then cnuseo. o. s~atenen~ to be 
published nnnounc:i..ng ~:hat this of!·lce \7ould be conducted by Dr. Goldonnn, oupilor~ -­
ed by Mr. Lipsky, \7ho had also been elected by the .Agency Council nnd the Gong:-e t:iS 

to represent the Ex.e-1~r~,ive in .Araerico.. Suoh an office uould n.'l.turo.lly have to 
operate in cloge coo:pbration '71 th the :Ebergenc1 vm:ni ttee o.nd its organs. H~ e:x,.. 
pressed the hope thn.t some sort of mo.cb.ir..ery \iould ~oe set up to effect suoh co­
operation. 

Dr• Weiznann then so.id thn.t he \7ould be leaving the country by the end of 
the raonth and would like to "'J..r.,e this opportunity to r.tak:e n fe\7 S"Jo:mry reoorks • 

He s~id he vie'7ed the s1 timtion in t he Zi.onist oove□ent with the utmo~t 
grnvity. The faot thnt ~"'i ,,.,,_., !,':.., · or(;t)f' . . Jo\7~" is ·oeing deci1:inted ioposes qui to 
different probleos. Uh.ere -.ill the oillions of Je\7~ cone fr0n uho o.re to go to 
Palestine? The only conmunities Jtill in~o.ct a.re in H"-lllgnry, :pa~t of Runnnio., 
and those who \7ere saved in R.issia, and it is not knoun 1 ou or when those will 
be returned. Other soatt~ed groups n?"e being systennticnlly exterrJinated. Only 
those \7ho ho.d the couro.ge nnd the neons to su.~vive will be left., Whn.t thun is ·~he 
aspect of the aovenent that oust ~e faced? T!lere nny be, perho.ps 1 a □illio~ or a 
million and a half Jeus left to enigratt,, but the uisdoc of talk:tng in ve-,:y lar"'e 
figures seens questionableo 

Houever, Dr. We17.til3llll continued, he believed in the eternity of Israel 
and Zionists should think in tercs of builcling u:;;, their strength to the maxiIJUm 
from within. There tn1st be o. creative strengthening of the Yishuv and its 
funotions • 

He \7as sure of one thing: the old cethods and slogans ond oliches have 
gone never to return beoouse ta position ia chnn.ging o.nd Zionist organtzations 
a.11 over the world t.lUSt raake up t eir uinde that new riethods r.1Ust be sought~ 
11\is lui.s nothing to do with orud.L10.lisc or nininalisc. It has to do with the fact 
that since the destruction of the Tet1ple, Jaus ho.ve never faoed so tragic a period~ 
He waa rot oertain t'lhether the r.1oveoent hn.s the r.10n :x the forces to do l7hnt ntL .. t 
be done. He believed the si ~l£l. tion wOU:.d reflect deeply on the position of the 
Jews in Joerioa. First of all nornll.y. The .Aoerico.n Jewish oot1f.'1Wli ty is still 
in the process of evolution. lbrope is being cut off ~hile .Ar.lericsn Jevrry is 
still in its foroative period. It 1s doubtful whether these great foroes can be 
replaced by forces which can be produced inside .Ar.lerioa. It CDV be o period of 
coral itipoveriehnent of .Ai:ierlcsn Jewry ond greater o.ssinilo.tion. Thia, in t".lrn~ 
reflects on the work in Palestine. .Aoerican Jevrq r,ill not go to Palestine ·~m­
leas driven. Dr. WeiZi:lQJUl racarked this without cr1tio1st1 or blone, but oonsidor-
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• 
edit a fact. There is no Ohalutzioth in Aoerioa. These facts will have a 
great effect on everything that cust be done. He snid he ~ns sorry to nppear 
pess1r.1istic and depressed, but the situation .ro.s oore depressing than political 
set-bnoks, for those cooe froo the outside nnd a.re not Jem.sh responsibilities, 
but this cocas froo within. 

• 
Politically, Dr. Weizna.nn an.id tho.the hoped Dr. GoldrJann, who hnd been 

caking regu.lnr reports, hnd conveyed the iopression thD..t the si tuntion vns sor.ie­

\7hnt ioproved; it was slo~ly becorJing nore fluid -- the thn.u seefils to be setting 
in. 

In his lnst conversation ~1th Lord Hnlifax, he had told hit1 that in nbout 
8 r.1onths there night be nn inscription on the gn.tes of Palestine 11no r.iore Je\78 

need enter here." He a.eked Lord Halifax how he would like to read that inscrip•· 
tion in vieu of the promses of Great l3ritnin and the position of world Jewry. 
Lord Halifax was definitely uncocfortable. 

Mr. W. seeos to be a friend. Ir. ~eizoonn said he did not kno~ uhether 
he hn.d mey follouers. He hioself uould mt be too surprised if the nrticle on 

Ibn 6au.d in "Life 11 came froo WsJ.:1.ace ).(~l'fll'. He urged that the article be not 
taken too tragically. The stotecents of Ibn Snud had to be onde by an Arab 
leader in publio, just os Zionists have to tnlk a certain ~o.y in oaking p11blic 

I stnteoents. He still believed thnt FDR and UC could pnve the uey for talking 
to Ibn Saud. Ho\7ever, they nre strategists and it is difficult to convince then 
thnt tlll.intnining the little ideolim:i there is left in the world is 1s icportnnt 
as the production of plo.nes or guns. There is o job of work to be done in 
England in this direotion • 

• Dr. \7e1zcann said he was len.ving this country '71th n hea.vy hen.rt. No­
bo~ cnn gua.ro.ntee success, but everyone could try to do everything in 11 a power 

• 

() to assure it. He regretted that the t1oveoent here had not lived up to this 
J""· standard. Mall¥ things which should have been done are still undone -- literature, 

V publications, resolutions, oontnots mth leading journalists, the raising of a 
~liticol fund, ware only sooe of n long list of things mioh ehvul.d have been 

done. On the other hand, there ~as the new office in Wnshington with which the 
»Jergenoy Oomittee would cooperate closely and he hoped that what had been left 
undone would be caught up \11th. He said he tho'U8ht the Conference was one of 
the great steps forwo.rd and hoped it would not be lost sight of. He hoped thn t 
the Palestine Survqs Oomission would not suffer froo lack of funds. He under­
stood they \7ere planning to send an expert to Palestine and believed that the 
sooner he went, the better. 

He said he \7as conscious of the shortcooings of '7hat he was 8ll.¥ing. He 
hoped to hn.ve an opportunity of oeeting ngnin before he left w1 th n larger group, 
after he hD.d seen the President. He intended to tell hio exactly \7hat he thought • 
In his opinion the test of everything the President said about freedon would be 
what the deoocrnc1es would do for the Jews. There waa no question 1 n hie oind 

that At1erica is veering to the right. tlhether the penduluc would swing to the 

extrece end he could not BO¥. lru.t if that happened it l\lways worked itself out 
on the Jer1s. One could sense '\Ulensiness in itashington or.10ng Jews high in gov­
ernoent circles. Into thi a probleza is projected a. Stl0.11 group of Zionists ond 
1 t is not doing enough to r.1eet the probleo. He said he tho~ht 1 t would ooce 

• 
out nll right in the end, but he would like to live to see it and hove Dr. Wise 
live to see it. Infinitely core force wst be put behind the effort tho.n is 
being put now• 

Mrs. Pool a.eked Dr. Tleizr.18.nn whot he cennt by so;rlng that the old olichee 
and slogans aiet be ell acorded and new ones o.dopted. 
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Dr. ~eizoonn replied that it wns his beliof that when the Biltno~e 
Resolution was passed~ Zio~n.e~s were ganuinel:1 convinc ei thn.t tht! Jev:isl :- - r--.A;6 

would be reo.li 1ed 11to□or=cw. !t Jt nay be so□e tioe between t~1e :p:tes~mt rt !.lr:-·~ 

(and he assuned that the mii te Payer would be b.roken to sone extent) and tr.a \ 
J8'11sh State. 'l.'!1e Biltnore prograo is a syabol, a flag, but it is not practical___) 
politics within a year or two. Zionists cr~st con~inue t.o bu.i)d, infiltra+,e, and 
expand industrially nnd ec-onooically, wi t-hcmt e~l)C~:'..ng r.iillions of Jews t.o ~or.,q. 

There are two reason'3 fox· this; (n.) there aren t t □illic,ns to oooe and (b) e·ren 
if there were, under the pr.evn.iling c1,rcunstanoes ~ in a tired n.nd. poas:..bl;r r ·:➔•~ 

actionary post-war world, ~he task will not be easl'• He oig.lit be r.1ietokent -o,,.t 
at lea.st he tried not to g!. ·,re any false illusion3. Z:loni.s·t;s should rtrf'n ""her 
theoselves fror.i rvi th:tn. ~ere are a great r.laJ\V values \?hi.ch can ba produ~£;d ~ n 
Palestine to bring Zionisc nea.1·er its goal t1ornlly and econor.iically. 

He said he was not frightened by the Arabs. nieir sha·"es were sink!ne;,. 

Even in this deooralized world. people were beginning to renlize ·~ho.t the best 
that cou.ld be said of theo is that they have not fully betrayed. In this conne~ 
tion, Dr. treizr.iann repor4ied briefly a. oeeting with tile Co,mcil on Foreign R..,ln­
tions, where it was evident that the Prab probleo, in connection with Pn.1estine 
did not looc large in their n1.nds. 

Dr'. Goldstein asked Dr. fleizniann how he would fornula.te a 1944 edition ~ 
of the Biltoore prograo. Dr. Veizoann said he would keep the Biltoore progra.o __j 
as a flag and a syabol. 

Rabbi Berlin said that when the Biltnore progran had been drnfted it 
was ceant as a guide to aocom.plishraent after this \7ar. If that were not so, • 
there would be no point in Zionist o.cti Vi t.,. He so.id that Dr. i7eizl:'.ann I s state­
oent would have oet with str.ong disapproval in Pol esti~erwhere it was believed 
that the peace cnist bring the inpleoentation of the Bil tnore progrDO._ 

Ooncerning Dr. Wei~1D.Iln• s estioate that nillions of J ews would not / 
survive the Lll\ssa.c:-es in :Ebro:9er Rnbbi :Berlin snid liho.t no one could lmo\7 the 
figures. Ivan friends who diacuss the oo.tter ask ho'7 oo.ny r:dllions cnn be trucen 
in. The big proble□ is to osto.blish the Jewish ~ight to Eretz Isr~el. As to 
the practical aspects of the :Biltr.1ore program, Fabbi Berl:tn oould not soy how 
the situntion would be better in a year or two froo now thnn it is at the conertt. 
How con Aoerican Zionieo be content with the line indicated by Dr. ~eizoann, 
Rabbi !erlin asked~ when the great necessity was a strong Zionisc7 How will the 
political cor.nittee functic.n? How co.n we get Anerica and :England friendly to a 
wenker, instead of a. stronger Zionism? He thought it ioperative that bofore 
Dr. WeizDllJUl left the country, he and the Acericon Zionists oooe to an under­
standing as to whether or not they agree on a line • 

Dr-. Cbldstein nsked ~hether Ik-. ~eizna.nn would ~nnt Aoericnn Zionist 
leadership to pass on his Judgcent end analysis of the situation. Or does he 
prefer that they wnit until he has had on opportunity to dismiss the oatter with 
his colleagues ani. a new official line is forr.ru.la.tedi 

Dr. Wei~cann Sll.id he wo.s eager that there be no illusions e.s to how he 
views the situation. It CB¥ be better than he thinks; it nay be worse. He 1 
believed that in Palestine the EiltQore resolution was oonsidered as within the 
rea.lo of ir.:cedia.te fu.lfillr.lent and he had not only the right, but the duty to 
sq that he considers this ioprootiool. 'lhe fact, that the Jews have been allow­
ed to disappear and there wn.s no reaotion to it or to the Berou.da Conferenoe is 
depreesing. He did not think England or Ar.Jerica r.wrally capable of doing any­
thing. 
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Ba.bbl Gold asked whether 1 t wns right ta deceive the people. 

To this Dr. Weizr.nnn replied that when a general leo.ds his r.ien in to 
battle, he does not have to tell enoh aergeo.nt o.11 the diffioultiea. He bas been 
in .Aoerioa r.1ore thon o. yeor and ·ootb interno.lly and externally, o.s fo.r o.s the Jewr:. 
are concerned, Hitler ho.s won the war. His poison has spread deep. The leaders 
should knot/ this ond be on their guard. He thought that there had been a good 
denl of poli tioal l~sterio. in Palestine • 

Dr. Goldr.lannf:ieplored the fact that it seeaed iapossible to speok frank­
ly of the politiool si'tuntion even ooong a sr.nll group of lea.ders, without being 
o.ocuaed of oin1Diz1ng or betraying the co.use. He so.id that no one contec1plo.ted 
changing the »iltnore progroo ond he believed there wo.s o. good chance of even the 
eldest ocong the Zionist leaders seeing itsiopleaento.tion. !lhe question was not 
one of a Messianic hope, bu.t of ~hat practical steps should be considered first; 
on what point nust the first der.10nd be concentrated. 'lhe only oeaoronduo sub-
ci tted to the Stnte Departoent ns the official progroo of the novenent wo.s the 
Biltoore resolution, so that officinlly it is on record. He hinself regnrded it 
as a practical progrno for this generation, nnd at this particular Juncture of 
Jewish lrl.story. But on what step should be taken first there seeoed to be a 
genuine difference of political opinion • 

.Already a oecber of the State D3po.rtoent has asked hin what pa.rt of 
the Bil toore prograo he would ask for, if he ho.d to choose one int1edin.tely. He 1 
had rep lied that he would ask for the itnigrn tion of hnlf o. oil lion Je\7a in two _J 
yea.rs ir:ir.1ediately after the war. The first task is to bring in ns r.10.IlY Je\7a ns 
will create a Jewish oaJority and then to ask for a self-governing Jewish Oor.ltlon­
wea.lth. 911s is a question of practical politics. He did not believe that either 
the State Departcent or Great »ritain would accede to the deonnd that Palestine r;l 
be established as a. Jam.sh OoCtlOnweal th as the first step in the progroc. He did, 
however, believe that they would accede to the demand for the iI:lnediate iaoigr&-
tion of half a zaillion Je\7s, fully underatanding tie 1oplico.t1ona -- whioh were e. 
Jewish CoCDonweo.lth. !Ihe difference \7a.a one of approo.oh. 

He thought the dispute about the n'Ullber of Jews to ior.rl.grate to Po.lee­
tine ridiculous. The forI:IUln shovad be that all those Jews who have been uproot­
ed :f'roc their countries and have to be cared for iooedio.tely after the Anaistice, 
wl o want to and are o.ble to go to Palestine, should not only be allowed to go, but 
eheuld be nasisted by the United Nations. 1hey should be forced neither to return 
to their cxruntriea of origin, nor to be dispersed. No one co.n direot this imlJigrn­
tion exoept the Jews thecselvese 

Palestine lives fnr froc reality. It is o. country ~lose strength lies 
partly in its unreolistic approach. !u.t there ia o. difference between tbat 
approach snd the approach of thoae who rauat take the practical ateps. !Jhe ai tu.a.-
ti on in \1'o.sh1ngton 1 s beginning to "unfreeze," ond we t1oY be a.eked very shortly ~ 
Just what Zionist deoonda will be atep by step. He reaonnended that it be couch- J> 
ed in hia fol'tlUlntion for icz:l_Jp'ation, as stated o.bove. There will be a trecen­
dous Job of housing, feeding, and transportation \7h1oh, if 1U.Oceasfu1, will ley 
the baais for the demand for o. self-governing Oor:non~ealth. 

Judge Levinthal thought Dr. Goldtlann ts staterlent was over-siuplified!> 
If 500,000 Jews hnve n right to goto Pnleatine, then their right to go there 11 
different fror.1 their right to go all117here else - itlplied in that right is the 
right to o. Jewish Cocraonwenlth. ~e Aro.be underetand this. At a recent oeeting 
Arabs proposed opening up the whole Arab world to Jem.shir.unigration, on condition 
that they would not go to Palestine in such nucbere ns to constitute n r,10,jorit7 
there. 
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Mr. Sluloan snid it wns right that Dr. \7e1zoann should give hie frOllk 
appraisal of the situation. The first reaction should be to deternine whether 
it is a realistic npp.,~a1sal in teros of present-~ practical politics • 

!!here is no date r.1entioned 1n the :Sil 4z.lore proerBJ:1- ~he date of ioplet1en- • 
tation ~ be far distant, but in the o eantiDe there aro ~.&;ep~ which t1U.st be tokbn 
and that r.ro.st be detemined upon. Zionists are not faced with a situation mere 
they r.iu.st choose between innigro.tion and the Biltnort1,progrox:i. ':there is no pro­
posal that as o. condition of il:loigration such as described by Dr. GoldIJann, 1 t 
will be necessary to forego the Biltoore prograx:i. If the t:d tuntion is as has 
been described, and there is a chance to secure lf\l"ge i r.r.1ediate icoigration '7i th- · 
out foregoing the l3iltDore prograo, then it should be welcooeda 

Mr. Szold so.id he had a nuober of questions to ask and urged that another 
oeeting be cnlled in view of the mportance of the subject under discussion. Ono 
of the questions he would want to discuss, for exnnple • was suppose the ques•i;ion 
is asked as to whot the f1rst Zionist denand should be, but implied in it 1s th~ 
condition that if 500,000 Jews are helped to go to Palestine itlr.lediately ofter thC' 
war, the iden. of the OoDC1onwealth oust be given up, then what steps should be 
taken. ~is and sioila.r questions should be discussed. 

Dr. \1eizt10nn said he would be glad to have another rJeeting. He wanted 
also to raise one oore question w!rl.oh weighed heavily on his oind. In reading 
speeches and listening to talks froo Palestine, one sound rang through thee all: 
•we w.st fight." He could ioo.gine that if all the ropes broke that oight be the 
ultitJ.o.te sanction. B\lt \7hon to fight? The Arabsl The British? The United 
Nations? It is necessPry to think about this. It was this o.tnosphere which he 
had in oind men he characterized certain oo.nifestntions as political eysterio.. 
If one does cor.ie to such a decision ot this tine \7hen the life and death of so 
t:lllOY are at stnke, one ehould not speok about it. To do so is a. sign of political 
imnturity. 

It ~~s decided to continue the dlsouesion at a neeting with Dr. ~eiznann 
on Sunday, June 6th, at 4:00 P.M. 

WASHINGTON OFFICEi 

Dr. Goldl:Jnnn said that the following proposals had be<n r.10.de m. th a 
view to effective coordination between the office of the Jewish Agency in ~ashing­
ton and the office of the lbergenoy Oou.11 ttee: 

1. 1he ]bergenoy 000lJ1ttee should also hnve an office in Washington on 
the sace preoisea as the Jewish Agency office. There are certain spherea, such 
as public relations work~ work with tl1e .Ai:lerioon Palestine Oocoittee, eto. in 
which the lbergency Committee will continue to act alone; there are other spheres 
llhich are primrily within the province of the Je'7i sh Agency office, such as oon•·· 
taot with the Lo.tin .Acerico.n countries; there are other spheres in which joint 
action will be necessory, such as negotiations with the State Depnrtnent, where 
.AiJerioan Zionists should a_ppen.r together with Agency repreaentativee. 

2. 1bere should be a working ooa:dttee oooposed of the three officers, 
one necber of eaah party and Mr. Shul.aan, as ohairctlll of public relations. ~is 
ooo:n.ittee ahouJ.d aeet regularly with those who represent the Executive to oa.p out 
the policies and to \7ork out the no.ohinery for ooordination of ootivitiea. 

Mr. Shuloan 8Upplecented this report as follows: the Office Ooaoittee 
as now constituted should be the politionl ooccittee to deteroine broad quest1onc 
of poliey. ~e working coraittee ahould oonstitute a panel to be called upon to 
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do actual political work. 

I):. Goldstein r.1oved th~ t Dr. Goldnnnn' s ~:,:-op osn.J.s be ratified and the 
motion was carried. 

RUSSIAN DE"~ATI01~: 

Dr. GoldI:10."m report".)ci n c')nve1·s..,,"'\li -:>n with t ht:: .firs ·, s ec~etary of the 
• Ru.os1an :Ehbassy a:id with t i1e ::ru.s d .an C-0nsul 3qn ernl i :-1 170v: Ynr> c 

• 

He asked both of thee the sarae questions ~ 

(1) Whether there was n.ny possibil::.ty of changing the pcrsor.neJ. o:f: 
the delegation, in vj.ew of the unfort1.1.."Ul.te choi~ o of !AJ."~ J:'feffer, or, c.t :1.. en."' t , 
of adding sooe person nore representat.~ ve of the Jowi 3h ~ot:l!Jlir.l. tr of Rass :.a~ 

(2) iba.t were the prospcc+:s of o. retll:'n cl.elega•:~10:i t a Russia. 

(3) ~ill the delegation have an official character? 

Both replied to question one that it would be in.possible to elittlnate 
Mr. Pfeffer froo the delegation or to add another :ier.1ber to it. Concerning the 
return delegation to Russia, nothing dofini te can be reported. The or.igina1 
ceraorandUIJ of the Writers and Artists Cor.nittee had contained tuo sections: one 
nsking for the delegntion to cooe hore and the other asking that a return dele­
,~tion go. That the Russian govarnnen+, arranged for two delegates to cone here 
oight be construed as ioplying consent to the second part of the neoornnduo but 
such consent hns not been defini~ely given. The character of the reoeption will 
be sioilor to that of the fot1ou.s girl sniper, who car.ie here not as an official 
of the Russian govermaent, but with their blessing. There will be a reception 
for Mikhoels and Pfeffer at the E:lbnssy and by the Consulate in Ne~ York. 

Dr. Goldr.umn raid that it wa.s token for grnnted that Zionists would 
participate on the reception coc~dttee, He believed that if no Zionist were 
represented on it, it would be construed aa on unfriendly act by the !bbnssy, 
He reoo1'Jtlended that if all the conditions aet forth (see ninutea of Mav 17) were 
accepted, then o. Stltlll m.Elber ( :froo three to five) of individual Z:..ouists be per,. 
□itted f:reedoc ~o Join the reception conr:dttee. 

1, wns acreed thdt the lbergeney Oootlittee express no objection, as a 
cotclttee, if Zionists participate in the reception cotlClittee for the Russian 
delegates, provided all the conditions are net. 

• ARTICLE Ill LIFE 

• 

Ik". '7ise, Dr. Goldnann ond Mr. \'leisgal had arranged to ceet with the 
editors of Life to discuss the artiole on Ibn Saud, appearing in the ourren~ 
issue. 

It wa.s agreed to request the organizations to Coacalioate with their local 
chapters inetru.oting thEJJ to write letters of protest to Life. It \?as also agreea. 
to try to arrange for on article replying to Ibn Saud, to appear in Life • 

In this connection, it waa agreed that the oatter of official recognition 
of the Zionist position be diaouased with El.cer De.vis of the OWI. 
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SPBCUL CONFIDBN'l'IAL #124 • 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN EMERGBNJY (X)MM!Trll POR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

August 12, lQ43 

. A special meeting ot the Of'fice Committee of the American Emergency 
Committee f'or Zionist Affairs took place on Thursday, Augl st 12, 1g43 at l:00 
p.m. at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel • 

PRESENr: 

Dr. Wise (presiding), Mr. Gellman, Dr. Goldmann, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. 
Greenberg, Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Heller, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mrs. Pool, J"udge 
Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim. 

Mr. Isreel1, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Magida, Mr. Weisgal. 

Dr. Goldmann reported on conversations he and Dr. Wise had had with 
members ot the State Department and other influential people in Washington who 
had suggested that the .Aimrican Jewish Conference be postponed, pending the 
results of negotiations which were about to begin with leaders ot the Arabs. 
It had been pointed out to Dr. Goldmann that it the Conference were held, the 
issuance of the joint statement on the part of the British and .Alll8rican Govern­
ments, which had been postponed, might follow. 

In the courso ot discussion it was suggested that the agenda ot the 
tirat session of the Oonfarenca may, depending upon circumstancos, be limited 
to the Europoan situation only. 

It was decided that tho Conforonce should not be postponod. It was 
agroed that it would be impossible to givo tho general public Bn adequate ez­
planation for such a postponement. 

It was tbrthdr decided to appoint a oommittoo of five to go to 
Washington to see a reprasentativo of the Whito House and one or more representa­
tives of tho Stato Do~rtmont 1n order to explain our position to them. 

Dr. Goldmann reported that Mr. Lourie had gono to Conada in an offort 
to see Mr. Martin, who is Mr. Churchill'• personal secretary. 

Dr. Goldaenn turthor roported thnt the Otfioo of Strategic Sorvicos had 
asked that the Bulletin issued by the Arab-Jowish Relations Study Oommitteo be 
sent to their oftioe. This mattor was retorred to the noxt regular meeting of 
tho Otf1oe 0ommittoe. 

Tho mooting adjournod at 3:00 p.m . 

A..S.M. 
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CONFIDENTI .. U. #125 

MINUTES OF 11EETING 

:iMERIC.l.N EMERGEUCY COMMI'ITEE FOR ZIONIST J.$F.i'JRS 

August 16, 1943 

a meeting of the Office Committee of the ~erican Emergency Committee 
for Zionist lffairs took place on Monday, August 16, 1943 at 3:00 p.m. at 
41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Wise (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldmann, [rs. 
Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman, Mr. 
Szold, Mr. Wertheim; 

Judge Rosenblatt (by invitation); 

Mr. Kenan, Mr. Magida, Mr. Weisgal. 

ARTICLES IN TH'J NEW YOH< TIMES: 

Dr. Goldmann reported that his first reaction to the article in the 
New York T1me s and the New York Herald Tribune of -ugust 13, reporting the trial 
of two British soldiers accused of gun-running arms and ammunition in connection 
with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, was to publish a statement. On second 
thought, however, that had been decided against and the attached cable had been 
sent to the Executive in Palestine. In the meant ime, presumably prior to their 
receipt of the cable, Mr. Ben-Gurion had, on behalf of the Jewish 1'gency, issued 
~ statornent as reported in the New Yorlc Times of 1.ugust 15. 

~r. Goldmann suggested that a strong message signed by Dr. iise on 
behalf of American Zionists and expressing support of the Jewish Agency should be 
sent to the British Embassy with the request that the Embassy convey to the Foroigr 
Offico our indignation at the hostile attitude ma:a.ifeated at the trial. 

~-rtor discussion as to whether or not wo should ask that a delegation 
be receivod by the Embassy, and as to the desirability of publishing our message 
to the ~mbaasy, it was docidod to ask for a delegation but not to publish tho 
telegram. Tho attached telogramwas dispatched immodiatoly after tho mooting. 

Judgo Ros0..nblatt suggoatod tho desirability of bringing a lil ~l suit 
against the New York Times on tho part of the United Palestine Appual er the Karon 
Hayesod • 

~fter discussion it was decidod that it would b ' bettor not to instituto 
a law suit against the Now York Timos, but it was decided that the Koran Hayosod 
or the United Palestine Aipeal should publish a statoment in the pross taking 
issue ospdCially with th~ following paragraph which appeared in the Times: KMajor 
Vordin suggested that porsons who in good faith had sent funds from abroad to 
Palastine with the objoct of bottoring the plight of unfortunato Jewish rofugeos, 
would bo disappointed if thoy knew that in somo cases the money raised went into 
base ontcrprisos inimical to the cause of tho United Nations." 
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Judge Rothenborg wishod to be recorded as boing opJ:•-s&d to the publi­
cation of any stateroont • 

Mrs. Jacobs pointed out that this is a military affair ond that possibly 
the civil authorities had little or nothing to do uith it. ~ttor furth3r dis­
cussion it was decided that a copy of the telegram to tho British Embassy should 
be sent to Sir John Dill by Dr. Goldmann. 

There was some discussion on whoth~r any action should be takon with ro­
gnrd to tho Now York Times. It ~as obvious from the headlines given th~ first 
story of the trials that it v1as pursuing a dofinitely anti-Zionist policy. It ·,m.s 

decided that a committee should soak an appointment with Mr. Edwin Jamos, the 
Managing Editor of the Times, at on early dnte. 

Mr. Lipfky requastod that it be rocordod that he opposed such action 
on tho rgounds that it wruld givo tho impression that we arc ns na ivo as to 
assume that tho toner of the Timas was accidental and not intentional. 

JOINr BRITISH $D AvIBRIC N ST.l.'lTMKNI' : 

Mr. Shulmnn reported on the visit paid to Judge Rosenmann by Dr. lis0, 
Dr. Goldmann, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Monsky and himself in accordance with the doci­
sion reached et the 1st meeting of tho Office Committee (sco Office Committee 
minutes #l24). 

TRIBUTES TO LORD mIX},IOOD _'.NI) MAJOR C,lZ.J\LET: 

Dr. lise stcted that unloss th0ro woro objection ho would suggest that 
at tho forthcoming Convontion of tho ZOA ti.mo bo sot nsido for tributo to tho l ~tc 
Lord /odgwood on.d Major Cozalot and that somo prominent non-Jowish Zionist from 
England, such ns Lord David Davies or Mrs. Dugdal e , be inv i tod for this pu rposo. 

REQPEST FOOM OFFICE OF srFU.TEGIC SERVICES: 

Mrs. Jncobs reported that Mr. Spoiser, the Chiof of tho Nenr E0st Divi­
sion of tho Office of StrRtegic Servicos, had writton to tho effect thnt ho would 
like to bo plo.cod on tho mailing list for the Bulletin of the .. u-P.b-Jewish Relations 
Study Committee. Mrs. Jncobs snid thnt post issues of tho bulletin woro men1.t for 
intornol consumption only. 

Aftor discussion it was decided that Mrs. Jncobs should coll on Mr. 
Speiser and determine tho background of his inquiry. The Bullotin uill bo ro­
organizud in the no~r futuro ruid the new public tion mny be fit to bo sent to him. 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC:~TI ONS: 

• Mr. Lipsky road the Attached minutes of tho meoting of tho 0ommittoo on 

• 

Publications. The roport w~s roterrod to the Public Relations Oommittee. Thero 
was discussion os to the title of tho proposod bullotin and it ·:,as docidod to 
adopt the title "Pnlestino", subject to tho approval of the ZOA,-. in view of tho 
fact that this mi ht lead to confusion with "The New Pal~stine" • 
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ANSWER TO ENQUIRIES: 

Mr. Mngidn and Mr. Konon onquirGd whether the Oommittee had any 
suggestions to mnko with regard to answoring enquiries which had come in con­
cerning the articles by Drow Pearson, c. L. Sulzborg0r, and othors that hod 
appeared in the -press. 

Dr. Wiso suggested that the miswer should be that tho issuunco of tho 
threotonod statement had boon nvorted temporarily, perhaps pormanontly, end that 
tho Committee wns giving its fullest attention to tho mattor. 

Mrs. H~lprin road the attached draft of a lottor which sho wns sonding 
to tho local H~dnsso.h political chairmen on this general subject. 

PUBLIC REL TIONS OF .. :.MERIC...1T J ~,l!ffi CON'FJRENCE: 

Mr. Voisgnl reported thnt ho hnd boen requestod to ask the Em~.,rgcncy 
Committee to loan the servic0s of Mr. Kenon to tho Conforonco. This was ngrood to. 

MEEI'ING OF FULL 'MERGENCY COMMITrEE: 

It wns decided to hold n meeting of tho full ~orican Emergency Committoo 
for Zionist Affnirs on Tucadny evening, July 24, subjact to furth clr confirmation. 

The moating odjournod at 5:30 p.m • 
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CONFIDENTIAL #126 

MINUTES OF MElfl'ING 

AMERICAN l!MERGEIDY COMMITTEE ]OR ZIONIST AFFAIBS 

August 23, 1843 

A meeting of the Office Oonnittee of the ~erican !ma- gency Committee 
for ~ionist Affairs took place on Monday, .August 23, 1943 at l:OO p.m. at 41 East 
42nd Street. 

• 
PRESENT:-

Judge Levinthal (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruse, Mr. Gellman) Dr. 
Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Neumann, Mrs. Pool, Judge 
Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman, Mr .• Szold, Dr. Wise. 

Mr. Kenan, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Magida, Mr. Weisgal. 

bPPOINTMENI' OF ZIONLST PROGRAM COMMITTEE FOR CONFERENCE: 

In view of the fact that the different Zionist bodies had submitted 
programs separately to the ~erican Jewish Conference, the desirability of pre­
senting a unified Zionist program was again discussed. 

It was pointed out tliat certain paragraphs 61" the Biltmord Program in the 
light of th& passage of a year and a half since 'the Biltt1ore Sonference roquired 
revision for the purposes of the forthooming Conferonce • 

.After considerable discussion it was decided that the Chair app~int a 
committee of five to meat 1.mmodiately aftor tho meoting in order to roviow tho 
Biltmore resolution and to detonnina in what form it should bo submitted to tho 
Confaronco; this committoe was to consist of Mr. Bublick, Mr. Greonberg, Mrs. 
Halprin, Mr. Lipsky and Mr. Shulman, and was to report back to the Offico Committoo 
tho noxt day, Tuesday, at l:OO o'clock4 

MEEl'ING OF FUU. ~ <ENCY OOMvllTTEE: 

It was docidod to call a moting of the full Emnrgoncy Committoe for 
Thursday, August 28, at 5:00 p.m. 

ZIONIST STATEMI!liT 'ID BE CIRCUL TED TO CONFERENCE: 

It was roportod that tho office of tho Jowish Agency had arrangod for the 
proparation of a statou•nt of the Zionist cas~ to be circulated to all tho delogates 
at tho Conferenco. It was suggosted that this statamont be issued undor tho aogis 
of tho Emergoncy Committoo. It was •~.;r,ocl that n committee of five to consist of 
Mr. Gellman, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Pool, Judge Hothanborg and Mr. szold go over the 
material with the authority to make changes and dotermino whether or not it should 
be printed under the Commit toe• a m,spices. 

I.ETTER FRW DR. SIUTER TO DR. WISE: 

A letter from Dr. Silvor to Dr. Wiso dated August 14, 1943 on tho subjoct 
of tho Union of .American Hobrow Congrogations and the connection of Dr. Hellor and 



.. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-a-
Dr. Brickner with that statement, was read. ~fter discussion Judge Levinthal was 
authorized to reply to ~r. Silver, referring to action previously taken by the 
Office Committee in this matter and also to communicate on behalf of the Committee 
with Dr. Heller and Dr. Brickner. 

NEW YOH{ TIMES REPORT ON J"ERUS~ TRIJJ..S: 

The attached cable transmitted here by the London office on behalf of 
the Jerusalem Executive was read. It was reported that a reply from the Embassy 
in response to our telegram to them was shortly to be expected • 

It was reported that a full cable had been sent to ~r. Weizmann and also 
a latter from Dr. Goldmann to Sir John Dill. 

In view ot the latost article by Mr. Sedgwick in The New Ycrk Times of 
August 23rd it was proposed that a stateioont which had been prepared in the office 
and was read to the meeting be issued. After discussion it was decided in view of 
the foot that the trials were still continuing and other factors not to issue any 

. statement at this time. Pre para ti ons should be made for having nvn ilabl e a full 
dossier if 'Uld when it should be decided to come out with a public statement. 

FOREl:GN .AGENTS REGISTRATION ~cT: 

Mr. szold reported that tho Jowisb ~oncy had decided to registor os a 
foreign ogent . As far as the ZO wns concerned it was proposed thnt the President 
of the ZOJ. together with himself should see .u.ttorney Goneral Biddle to olarify 
the position . 

Mrs. Pool felt that it would be most undesir~ble to havo to register nd 
that it would be worthwhile even to suspend the transmission of tho shekel if it 
could thereby be avoided . 

Mr. Leurie recalled that som time ago a sub-commi ttoe bud beon c.ppointed 
to look into the mnttor from the legal point of view 3nd it ~as ngreed thnt th~t 
sub-committee should meet again and report back to the Office Committee . 

BO.:KE C.ARTER : 

rs. Pool roporto~bn difficultios hich had arisen between Hadassah and 
Mr. Bonko Cartor and a Mr. Moaos Guibbory, ovur a houso in Pr.lestino occupied 
by a Hndassah station which Mr. Boako Corter had purchased. Litigation a 
pending. The H<'u ... ssah del atos ware odvised that if in their discretion they 
folt that they should fight the claim there was no reason why they should not do so. 

The moating adjourned at 4:~0 p.m • 

.L . 

' 
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CABLE TO EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIOlHST AFFAIP.S FROM LOlIDOU OFFICE OF JEWISH 
AGENCY DATED AUGUST 16 received AUGUST 19, 1943 

__ _. ..... - .. ------------------- ..... ___ ... ________ __ 

11 \fe received following from Jerusalem quote •~rial yesterday before military 

tribunal Jerusalem two British non-Jewish soldiers charged with illegal possession 

of arms property of British Army was scene of vi~ent anti-Jewish attack by 

defending counsel Major R :B Verdin stop In speech much of which irrelevant to 
defence of accused who had pleaded guilty he made what was ps.:rP.ntly carefully 

:prepared attack upon Jews generally Jewish soldiers particularly and also Jewish 

Agency stop Describing these two criminals who have u...1.savoury record of forgeries 

thefts apart from being deserters and traffickers in their countrys arms as two 

poor boys who never met J ews previously had no knowledge of money said 'were en­
snared by vast orga'l'lisation with its teritcles spreading into army throughout 

Middle Ea.st and having everywhere representatives in hotels cafes inexhaustible 

resources of money stop When army truck needed to tra'l'lsport stolen arms it came 

from Jews stop There was a secret or~a'l'lisation among Jenish troops stop Vast 

orga~isation controlled military checking posts which allowed traffickers pass 

freely throughout country traffickers helped out of difficulties by Jewish soldiers 

stop When truck carrying anns broke doW!l it was towed by trucks containing 

Jewi.sh soldiers stop Jewish soldiers did thing worthy of praise but this done 

when enemy near borders Palestine and shadow of concentration camps like Dachau 

at hand but became interested other affairs when danger left Palestine and began 

acting in ma.."Uler prejudicial to United Nations stop This secret organisation is 

cancer in Middle East war effort stop Officer was convinced that Jewish .Agency 
strongly con._~ected with this orga~isation asserting that this proved by :Ben Gurion 1 s 

:participation in this affair in support of which allegations he stated that during 

police investigations the accused had picked :Ben Gurion's photograph from eighteen 

photographs shown them by CID including :Ben Gurion as person seen by them in 

compa..Tly with leader of arms purchasing gang in Haifa caf e stop Officer added that 

two prominent members of Jewish community were directing whole activity uhich 
must have had wide support as 1 t had inexhaustible funds which r1ere supplied by vast 

organisation which he connected with Jewish Agency stop Officer stated there were 

ma'l'ly indications to prove the connection between this vast orga...'l'lisation and 

Jewish .Agency and is necessary to broadcast this fact to Allied liations mo may 

find it neceesary to revise policy towards Jeus stop Concluded a.ccusod should be 

made v.urld famous because helped to detect interesti!lg facts about attitude of 

Jeus touards war effort which might affect government policy stop .Accused uere 

victims of corrupt organisation m.th which authorities should deal stop Officer 

did not tender single iota of evidence of his sla'l'lderous allegations stop We 
U.Tlderstand that foreign correspondent specially invited few deys ago from Cairo 
to Palestine informed intcreGting things would b e happening stop It is ma.'l'lifest 

that the CIDS showing Ben Gurion to self-confessed criminals wo.s deliberately 

concocted scheme to besmirch his good name stop This together uith entire pel'­

forma.'l'lcc deliberately designed to U.'ldermine a'l'ld defame Jcuish Age!l.cy a.'ld is con­

tinuation of fixed policy of anti-semitic group of this cou...'ltry who consistently 

have been doing everything in their power to sla.11der Jewish war effort and bring 

our soldiers into disrepute in the eyes of their British comrades a."ld higher 

military authorities by spreading malicious allogations questioning th~ir loyalty 

stop We consider present incida11t is part of calculated attanpt to incite inglo­

.America.~ public opinion against the Jews and prejudice our future in Palestine by 

seeking to compromise the Jem.sh Aga"lcy imd Yishuv stop It is latest development 

in widespread whispering campaign conducted for some time stop Ba.ve addressed 

memorandum to High Commissioner on above lines for telegraphic tra..11smi ssion to 

Secretnry of Stato requesting enquiry a.11d thnt ndcqunte measures be tnken to 
terminate this regrettable a..lld harmful state of affairs 1u...'lquote Inform Lourie 

a..'l'ld Montor" 

JOSIPH LIUTOU, 
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CONFIDENT!~ #127 

MINU'IES OF MEETING 

J.lMERIC N l!MERGENCY OOMM:CTTEE IDR ZIONIST kF.Fb.IRS 

~ugust 24, 1943 

.&4. meeting of tho Office Committeo of the amarican Em ·- rgency Commi tteo 
for Zionist ~ffairs took placo on uos ay, ~ugust 24, 1943 ut 1:00 p.m. at 41 
Eost 42nd Stroot. 

Judge Levinthal (prosiding), Mr. Bublick, Rabbi Gold, Dr. Ooldstoin, 
Mr. Greonberg, Mrs. Halprin, Mr. l.ipsky, Mr. Neumann, Mr. and Mrs. ihulmnn, Mr. 
Szold, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wiso. 

Mr. Kenon, Mr. Lourio, Mr. Magida, Mr. Woisgal. 

D~ RES:>WTION FOR CONFER2NCE: 

A draft of tho resolution to be submitted to tho ~onfercnco was rend 
and discussed at some length. S0v3rol changos were made and a f1nnl form waa 
approved on. sub-cormnitteo was designated to preparo o preamble. 

ST~T OF liMERG~CY COMMITTEZ TO BC CIRCULi~TbD TO DELEG.l.T~: 

Mr. Weisgal suggestod thnt two statoments on Pnlestine by the Primo 
Minister, one made in 1920 and one 1n 1g39, be printed on the bnok of tho stoto­
mont whiah tho Emergency Oommittea ~ s to distribute to tho delegates ot tho Con­
forence. It was decidod not to proceed with this proposal. 

CHilRUNSHIP OF ~G]NC'f COMMrl'TEE: 

It was agreed thnt the matter of the Chnirmnnship of ·~ho ~ergonoy Com­
mittee be doalt with nt the moating on ~hurede7 of tho - tull Emergency Committee. 

C!LU ·iNSHIP OF CONF ...,RCNCE: 

There was general 3groermnt that Dr. Wise should be nominated ns Presi­
dent of the ~eric3ll Je . 1sh Conference save th t it wns pointed out on beh· .lf of 
the Mizrachi that their bloc of d~legotos for the Gonfor~nco wore of the opinion 
thct tho Confaranco should eloct a Proosidium nnd that the Pre _sidium in turn 
should oloot n Chairman. It aa added, howover, thr. t . fin1l dociaion in this 
matter would be reaohod P.t a meeting of the Mizr chi delogntes on Thursd y ovon1ng, 
August 26. 

'ihe question wns r isod es to nmth r Dr. Nnhum Goldmann should bo in­
vitod to opon the debnte on Palestine. It was the conseLaus of opinion that l­
though Dr. Goldmann would bo beet suitod for this purpose,. undor the oircumstoncos 
prev~iling in tho Conforence it would be ndvis~ble th t Dr. Goldm n bo rosorvod 
as n oxp art to speak beforo tho P lestine Committeo of the re~~~r~oce. 

The meeting ndjourned t 4:30 p.m. 
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CONFIDENTIAL # 62 . 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

August 26, 1943 . 

A meeting of the American F.mer ency Committee for Zionist Affairs 
took place on Thursday, August 26, 1943, a 5, p.m. st 41 East 42nd 
Street. 

PRESENT 

Dr.Wise (in the Chair), Miss Benjamin, Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruso, 
Mrs. Doniger, Mrs. Epstein, Miss E. Franklin, Mr. Furuians!cy, Rabbi Gold, 
Dr. Goldstein, Mrs. S. Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin, Rabbi Eeller, Mrs. Jacobs, 
Mr. Jaffe, Rabbi Kowalski, Miss Leibel, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Mereminski, 
Mr. Neumann, Dr. Perlzweig, Judge Rosenblatt, Miss Rothbard, Jucige Rothen­
berg, Mr. Rothsteih, Mr. Segal, Mrs. Shulman, Mr. Shulman, Dr. Silver, 
Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Magida, 
Mr. Weisgal. . 

Mr. Montor, Mr. Shetzer. 

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION AND ELECTION OF CO-CHAim€N 

Fol.lowing an introductory statement by Dr. Wise, Mr. Lipsky sub­
mitted an amendment to Articl.e IV of the Constitution of the Emergency 
Committee which (after correction) read as follows• 

"The officers or the Committee shall consist of a Chairman, a 
Co-Chairman, a Secretary and a T:=-easurer arid such other officers as the 
Committee shall, from time to time, elect.It 

Following a discussion, the proposed amendment was unanimously 
approved. The secretary was instructed to vr:t.te to ell members of the 
Committee in order to secure a two-thirds rat~fication of the proposed 
amendment. It was also unanimously agreed that the Office Committee be~ 
called henceforth the Executive Committee. 

• Mr. Lipsky then nominated Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as Co-Chairman or 
the Emergency Committee together with Dr. Wise. The motion was seconded 
and Dr. Silver was unanimously elected as Co-Chairman of the Committee. 

The meeting of the full &nergency Committee was then temporaril.y 
adjourned and a meeting of the Executive Committee was convened. 



- .. . .. 

.. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITrEE AND ELS:CTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Dr. W:!.se read the followi.ng t.elegram which he had received fi-om 
Judge Levintha.11 

"REGRET URGENT WA..'it LABOR BOARD GAC!E PF.E'lENTS MY ATTENDANCE 
EMERG:S.:L~OY COMMI':TEE MiJE:TJ.NG 'rODf.l ST~P :: ·roF .. -!ED P1}L~ AGRBEME?IT' 
REAORBD lN ACCORDANCE !O~TR PftCPOS.A!.S f:T~P Tl-.E~EFOHE f.ABBI 
SILVER.'9 STJGGESi'I::>N lfJ ED Ef2CIED TOD.?.Y StB,TEOT 'Z!JA. EXH:CliTIVE 
RATIFICATION 5.&i.TURDAY EVE?~ING SEOULD :N JJ.Y OP I {IO:~ BE ADOPTED 
STO'P 1'0 FACILlTATE EFFTJGTUATION OF· AGRGE.MIDTT I HEREBY TENDER 
MY RES:::GNATION Cilu.. :HMAN OFFICE C◄')MMITTE~ E7FECTI\TE .i\T 
C0?-0-1ITTEE: 5 PLEASURE" 

Judge Levinthel 1 a resi.gnation \'\·as :tccept~d r:r1d 1..:·. W.:-~o ,.ra~ 
authorized on behalf of the Committee -~o expr38d to t.i.-rn t.be ·w'lr.n 
appreciation of "the Committee fc,_ the c:n:1.er in which hH :1nci. r.Vin juc+,~J 
its affairs du~ing his tenure cf offic9. 

Dr. Oold.s~ein then nominated Dr. Silver as Chairman of the Exec­
utive Committee anc. paid a ,~a:C!Il tribl;.te t'- h.!.m iwd tc !'.,;-. \'71._0, Re te­
lieved that h~ spoke fot: thos9 present in :::aylng tha.t the~r all lnokeo for­
ward to working with him towards the f'ulfilimer..t of cur c0ram:1n a::m to make 

Palestine a Jewinh C.)mmonwealth. 

Mrs . Halp~in asked whether the nomination meant that Dr. Silver, 
if elected, would residl3 in lrew York. Che fel~ tha·:. t':'la lilC.n ·,.;ho was to 
head the Execut~ve Ccn:nittee should be present t) guid3 a:1d direct it. We 
wanted Dr. Silver he~e in ew York. 

Dr. Silver replied that he had given full consideration to the 
amount of work that -would be involved. Hs 1"'eA.:izec tb~"'j ::ta presence would 
be required in New York and in ·•;a shlngtor. ~tr..ci h~ : 11:mnod to g1:~:e to the work 
all the time it required. 

Dr. Silver was unanimously elEcted to the Chairmanship of the 
Executive Committee. 

RESUMED MEETING OF EMERGENCY CO 4J'ITEE 

The meeting of the Executive Commit ,ee as adjourned and the 
meeting of the full Emergency Committee was resumed. 

CONFERENCE RESOLUTION 

A discussion took place on the basis of a draft Palestine resolution 
prepared in the office, to be submitted tot.he Amerlcan Jewi~h Conference. 
The resolution was remitted to the drafting committee . 

STATEMENT BI DR. SILVER 

Before adjourning, Dr .. Silver made a statement in the course of 
which he expressed his great appreciation of the consideration which had 
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been shown hlm in select~_ng hi;:i as Chairma"l of the Executive Comrr.5-ttee and 
Co-Cha:inrin..TJ. v:ritr. Dr . "ffise of the ::hergency Com,-nitteee He said that he knew 

• 
what his ne\v po:..~·•.:,;h e.r.1.·~p,i:_ed . t ·c.:rt it rr:emt:- fc,r examp:le~ :nany nights 
spent on trains . co.i :.:tg_a:1.c:. goin • but he w;1s l'L'3.'J;f to m:IB.:e t ~~e facrifi:)es that 
might be neode~~!' Es clid n ·J t P l:1.de;-c.. reca~d :,:.. s:':l a suer.. . Th.ere we:-e mai:1y who 
had to make srtc:rifi~:'.'s~ He. pl?ll!l:)d to g~ve a.1..1 ·i;r.8 ~l:ne ~hat would be required 
to his new work" E '3 hopecl it would ?1.ot be.:orr'.'1 naccss~rJ- £or 11i111 to upl'oot 
himself completely from l'leve~l.::-.nd; ·:::,·,1+- bP w:-:.s Y1e-,r r> rtLE-.,_nf'S re3,cJ:, to i':1';' ,-e to the 
East if it shot~lr1. J.:J. 1,·,.rn e-ld .:o~)J'!"' :-.,-cers :.:C,/, :~c o::-p r..::-3::L)ci tLi•' t.0;>0 t; t-l.at the 
members of the c~iu..d.. -':-tee w' ... u1 i b ~8'.': ,rir,h h _~rr. ,:.:.10. ::ci..J. c.:_m. -~~! • h~:. <:'t• ... .-~~,..: -.Z ~ ::idod· 

• that those whc. k:.:.0w ~• .. Lrn Y":l"W-1 tr.:>.~ L ~ ~ ·::n,..:·1<:: ~ s nor :~0 t.h~.11 hi~ -0 i te. !le: 1.i:;::ed to be 
fra"lk and he likeC: oth-::~~s r,.. 'J0 £'·ra.Y11

( w-~c!'. (li•.,;cus;;Lv~ Z:c-'!l.:..s t pro'Jlems, 

• 

• 

• 

because of his livi•1s 0utsid-3 New Yo~-~{ it .1:1ignt :.1c.t be pc-ss:ibj_e, perhaps , 
to have as ma.TJ.y mooti:-1g3 as tney !1ad ·oeen a~~>~ storied t0 4) a::1d i t mign:. be 
necessary to ci-or1d miJre worl: ~!1t0 feuer me'3tings., Ho folt C8:--:.f:.dent , however , 
that they h.1.d not called ilim to t ... e Oha.i.r:J1rl!, sh:ip ._iust -:;o -p:r0s :_cle over meetincs • He 
hoped that he would be able to do sone-ct~i·-ig t o S3t: oi..::.r rycr.-!: ru-:;:re CC":T,'t'r:1.lized and 
better coordina-t. edc _3 p lnnned ~h0-r.oughly to Fi.~q·,1tiir.t l:ii•w el: v.-~. r,h ::ne Tio-::ok of 
the Committee aTJ.d to wo:rk out f0:.1e definite lines of Goop 3rat1.on ni t·:1 Dr. :}oldmall.n 
a.TJ.d the Washington office" He intended t0 leave a gro3.t part of 1·ho renpo:.---.s1bility 
for certain work to the peo:ple engQ,.gcd to do that vrork,, If a I)1fE1 ,..-13.r, ce,p.q,-: :_e and 
did his work well his eYerj" step sh:)uld not be loo~{ed to• but :a.a m-~st, oc .,.: ven. the 
necessary .authority and conf1dc:icco 

Dr . Silver Tie~t on to say that we were on the ov0 o: great deci~io~s all.d 
he hoped that we would be able to make use of the help alld rbi:!.i ~y o: allo The 
work should not bo done by just a fe\v , but as far as po~ ihle c .. rcry.:)ne should 
find a place a..l'ld take a part in i i;o 

Dr. Silver concluded by referring to the h0pes entertainea. by .. fr. 11 Silver 
aTJ.d himself of settli~g in Palestine after the war is over~ 

The me~ting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

A L 



To: 

From: 

IMPORrANT NCYrICE 

r :.,1 .t~mber 2, 1943 

Members of the Executive Committee of the ~erican Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs 

·Arthur Lourie 

It is proposed for the future to fix definite times for the meetings 
of the Executive Committee of the Emergency Committee as follows: 

Meeting of Executive Committee first and third Mondays of ev-rry 
month at 4:00 p.m. at the Emergency Committao offices. 

Should it be necessary to call special meetings of tho Bxeaultive 
Committee members will bo informed as occasion arises. In the meantime you 
are asked kindly to note the above meeting dates on your calendar. 

The next meeting of tho Executive Committee will take placo on 
Monday, September 20, 1943 at 4:00 p.m. 

Mootings of tho full Committee will henceforth take place regular­
ly on the third Monday of ev0ry month at 8:15 p.m. at the offices of the 
Emergency Committeo. 

A.L. 



MUrrey Hill 2-1160 

ol-merican Cmergencg Committee /or Zioni.Jt ol-1/air.J 
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 41 EAST 42nd STREET 

..._,o 

Hadasseh, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

ROOM 1121 

NEW YORK CITY 

September 3, 1943 

To M~~1bers of the ~erican :11:Qergeney ,onmit tee for Zionist Affairss 

At a meeting of the C0u1mittee on A.uguet 26, 1943 it was 
unanimously agreed that Article IV of the By-~ws of the Committee 
be amended to read as foll•ws: 

The officers of the COiimittee shall consist of a Chairman, 
a Co-Chairman, a Secret~ and a Tr~~surer and such oth~r 
officers as the Co1u,.,i ttee shall, . from time to time, elect, 

In terms of Article VIII of th" By-uiws un ammendmen t of 
the By-LRws offered without previous notice requires confirmation in 
writing by two thirds of the member~ of the Committee. 

Please indicate on the encloood card your approval or dis­
approval of the froposed change in th3 By-Lnws, 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 
al! (: U 

..::ncl •. 
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COrFIDENT!AL NO. 63 

MI 1 __ ES OF r,IBET I G 

AM.ERI CAf ErvfE}1G:E. CY CO: ·AJI i:F7c. FO... ZICNI St AFFAIRS 

SIP TE 1..BER ;:o ~ 1943 

A meeting of the .~merican Emergency Comm::. ttee for Zionist Affairs was held 
Monday, September 20, 1943, at 8~l~om. at 41 ~ast 42nd Street, New York City~ 

PRESENT 

Dr. Wise ( in the Chair), \Hss Benjamin, Mr . Bouksteini .Ar~ Bublick, rs. 
Epstein, Mr~ Furmansk:y, Rabbi Gold, r. Goldman, Dre Goldste~n, Ir$ .. Golcstein, 
Mrs. Halprin, Mr .. Itzkowitz, Mr~ Jafft=-, Rab i Kirshblum, Rabbi Kow3,lski, iss 
Leibel, Rabbi Levinthal, Judge LP-vi~thal, Mr. Li.psey l ·~ ,~ . r eremir..ski ~ W.r.. Neuman , 
Dr. Perlzweig, rs .. Pool, Judge Rosenblatt, J1.:ige Rothenb rg, J.r. Rothstc"'-in, 
rs. Schoolman, Mr. Segal, Mrs . Shulman, Mr,. Shulman: Dr. Silv~r, Mr. 11:erthe im 

Dr. Nahum Goldman; Mr. Isreeli, Mr . Ken~n, Mr. Lourie, Mr~ iagi a , 

Mr. Montor, Mr. Waisgal 

PROPOSAL FOR ACTIONS COi✓ tI'ITi...!. M.EEr ING IN JERUSAL.EM 

Mr-. Lourie raad a cable received from the Ex ::icutive of the Jewish Ag, -:.ncy 
July 16th, which had b< t1n previously r~-portr a to th . Ex8cutive Co:nmi t with 
regard to the possibility of a meeting of he Larger Actions Committ8o in 
Palestine in the latter part of th~ y,aar • . 

This cable had b, ~n discussed at a m- \--. ting of the Ex cutiv Commj.ttt"'e on 
July 20th and the following reply had b en dispatched on July 21st by Dr . 
Gold.man: 

"REPLY YOURS EVERYONE FAVORS ACTIONS COn~MI'ITEE ivfEI'IING FALL BUT 
'IRA.NSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES VERY GRi:£T ST-~TE DEP-·i.RT'A:ENT WILL CER'I.i INLY 

CONSULT BRI'IVlE 'IHEREFORE .:,.DVISE ~T'IITUDE GOVEffi ,&· 'I BhFORE WE -'1PPRO.'iCH 
S'L TE IF i~E'IIi'iG CO:i: VOKJ:,D HLL COME SHORTLY BEFORE O'IHERWISE I JTEi 
FLYL.'iG END SM''I hR IS n1z·.~ 'lli COI ING CABLE 

No answer had as y. ,t been r0ceiv0d to Dr. Goldmann• s cable and it was uossiblo 
tba t it had not rt.:achod J~rusalem, p rbaps having b en hl' ld up by th ·, con ors 
,. 1-:,ttcr had also b . ~n r~cieved from th Org-anization Departm,nt of he Zion­
ist Organization on the subject of th prop sei me uting in Jcrusal0m and cabl0s 
had b en r ; coiv .d, too, from the .!1.rgentine and South African F d rations which 
had been invit~d to send repr s0nta ives-

Th possibil1ti~s of travulling to Palestin~ wer0 now ap ar n ly b~t Gr 

than they were at th~ time the m eting was fir . t prop sed Vfh"n th reatt ~r vas 
discuss d by th~ Executive Commi ttn it had also be "'n decid~d to make iny_uiri • . ., 
as to tha possibility of holding the mei)t ing in London inst ,ad of in J =- :---usn.1.:-.n, 
s inc\., it was bcli ev d that it vould be c:asi r to trav ~1 to Land.en • :rn :-1~-p ly --; 
this inquiry, Dr. ic>izmanu _ ad cabl0d that in th=- opi::ion of t ~ Lon.lon m c□b --:-s 

of the Gen eral Council it woul be pref -:. ra1:)lo to hold the- m~"' ting in 1.T·n·u.s· 1.__,J1 

and that he personally hop,d to visit Pal,:•~tin~ in th fall. 

In th course of th discussion on this subject, th~· following _ oints w r l ... 
madet 
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(2) 

1) Every effort should bL' m~at3 to arrang0 tho IDt' ting of h Gen =-- r 1 o t"' il 
at a tima when ~m0rican m~mber~ of th~ Council could att~nd, an~ n~ uch m0, ti~s 
should b~ h\'-ld without th -. par icipation of h2 .1. meric~n r ~pres,·mtativ :. .~ 

2) It would be ~hysically imnossible for an .Hm1..:,ricnn del gn.tion ., o rea ,~ 
Palestino in time for the dates suggest~d by the Ex8cutive of the JLwi5h Age~cy 
for the meeting, namely, October er November. 

3) With regard to the approach to Government, the initiative should. be 
taken at this eni and enquiries made at once of the State Deoariment in ;r.shing­
ton as to the possibility of obtaining the necessary visas and pricriti sf ·r 
an American delegation. 

4) It was questioned uhether it was wise to send a delegation of s1x or 
more leading American Zionists to Palestire at this time, when their pre~ nee 
in this country is so urgently needed. 

In connection with the latter point, tr .Gold.n:ann stated that there was no 
possibility of btaining pri0rities on 1planes for even four people; and 
travelling by boat (he belieTed there would be a good pcssibility of obtaini 
priorities on a boat shortly) would take three to four weeks ach way. Althcugh 
he agreed that it was not wise to send the leaders in American Zionism awaJ from 
the cJuntry for such a long period at this ti~e, he p0inted out that the 
Executive of the Jewish .Al!,ency believes a meeting of the Gen,ral C0uncil is 
imp,rtant and Dr.Weizmann agrees with that view. He elie d thn uerr..aps cne 
0r two American Zionists should go to Palestine . 

It was agreed that a cable be sent to Palestine incorp rating tha above­
mentioned four points. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Goldmann r port d on tl1 two mat rs which w "r of unrticular concvrn 
at the moment : 

1) 'Ih :. joint s + a t,~m n t i-1hi c:t.1 it vns le> '\I'Ill"' d was to hrw1.1 b "'t. n is su by h,1 
American Dnd British Govc-rnmt-:.nts . It ap:)aarcd thflt ., hi- danger of . uch a state­
ment being issu d h~d now b -en definit~ly av - rted. 

2) Mission of Colon 1 Hoskins to Ibn Saud.--Dr. Goldman rcport ' d on h ~ 
conversation h=-- l"iA.d t d ·ith tl:e Stnte Department with reference o Colon 1 Hos .... 
kin's visit. Colonel Hoskins had no• reiurn t tot is country and his report 
was at pres nt under consideration by the State ~epartment. 

Dr.Goldmann went on to say that the State Department is very much wor~1ci 
about reports wtich tt.ey had received of increased tension in Palestine. The;} 
indicated that they would be very glad to recl~ive a report from r.Goldnann 0~ 

his raturn fror.i his forthcoming visit to Palestine. 

Referring to the Ai-nerican Jewish Conferenc , Dr. Goldmann stated that :.Le 
passage of the Palestine Re lution by the Conference has made a deep if."l"p r0~ _1n~ 
on the State Department. Jany qu~stions have beon asked as a result of it . 
and the Departr.ient now kr.a.ows tr.Lat tho rnajori ty of Ar.ierican Jews support 71 .c;... t, 

they were wont to consider II extrene Zionist vi ews11 • 

r~r . Boukstein r ported on a conversation he J:-..ad had with r. Landj_s 
following the latter's appointnent as economic head of the iddle Ea.t ~r. 
Landis was very much interested and had undertaken to get into toucl with the 
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leading members of the Ytshuv on his arrival in the Nea--:- Eas~ • 

It was furt~er repor~ed that men with economic knowledge were ".1eing 
sought by the or·gar~ization which Mr. Landis would head. It ~s ~grfed th~t 
a small committet:3 shculd be a?pointed to recommend the nomination of s1dt.:.tble 
young men for emplo~ent in the Middle East. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Mereminsld. it was decidedl 

1) to cable to M:"". Ben--Gurion asking for the text of the statements iseued 
by himself and the Arab leader, Auni Bey Abdul Ha1i, on the same dcy 
referring to the alleged tension in Palestine and both denying that trouble 
is to be expected there. • • .: . 

2) to cable to the Executive in Jerusalem urging them to send Mr. Jos~p to 
the United States as soon as possi~lo for th~ purpose of co~ference and 
information. 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Dr. Silver spoke of the favorable reaction to the American J ew1.sh 
Conference meetings, and said .. that a numbe~: of things must follvw tK>on if the 
good created by the Co:1ference is not pe:,:-mit~-ed :.o be uia~i?ated by time. 
He believed that the Interim Committee sh?uld b3gin functicntng, so that a 
good deal of our propagunda for the Jewish Commonwealth can be carried on 
not only in our name but in the name of .lmerican J evry. From new on t.he voice 
of American Jewry cught to speak for us. It is impcrtant for us as quickly 
ae possible to get the Conference into the picture, working on behalf of the 
major resolution which came out of the Conference. 

~s the first approach of the Conference to Government, a delegation was 
sent to Washington to meet with Mr. Cordell Hull, in the name of the American 
Jewish Conference. Dr. Silver then read a report on the conversations with 
Mr. Hull which had been drafted immediately after the meeting by the secra:ary 
of the delegation. (On file in office). 

The visit with Mr. Hull was a very cordial one, Dr. Silver stated, but it 
was clear that it would be necessary to discuss furfher with him two matters -
the absorptive oapanity of Pal.e3tine and the impracticability of alternati·,~ 
territories. Dr~ Silver went on to say that in general it mig:ht be sai1 t:"lat 
the people in Washington do not know the sto~y. It is tremendous~y important 
that we find time to meet with these people and not only when there is a 
crisis. 

A discussion on the future activities of the American Jewish Confere~~e 
ensued. Several members of the Committee stressed the importance that son:0-
thing be done at once to ccnt!nue the wrk of the Conference, pointing out 
that there has already been criticism, particularly on the part of the Jewl.eh 
Labor Committee, cf 6lleged inactivity. It. was felt that the Conferer:.ca 
should embark immed:tately on activities such ae those conr~ect-ed with the 
rescue of European Jewg, ~hi~h, althcugh of vital interest to the Zi0nists in 
the Conference, are of particular interest to such groups as the Je~-~h Le~r 
Committee. It was urged that action should be taken to make the Oon:erence 
the moat vital influence in American Jewish life. 

Arter some discussion, it was decided that the co-chairmen or the 
Emergency Committee should invite Mr. Monsky to call a meE,ting of the Interim 
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Committee of the Conference as soon as possible; that a eub-committee of 
seven of the Emergenc~, Committee bi:; app:.1intec. to make a tho:..--011;li st11cly of 
the whole question of the fut\;i"'e of :.!'!B hI!l ~rican ,Tewish Cc"1.fercn~e; arid th.at 
e full meeting of ~he EmcrgE:r_c:r 00-r.rnitte2 C•J c3:i.lcd a t-·cek :Ll,_ ac.-;:ar.ce ?f the 
Interim Committee 1i.1ee t: .n.6 t o diccu:·s the ::·G2or'j tJ be s:1omitt1.;<l t.o .i. +, "u·; r vhs 
sub-committee. 

Rabbi Gold suggested an emendment t o this resolution, n~mely, that as 
soon as a date is set for the meeting of the Interim Committee, it shoulrl be 
made known to the press . 

Mr. Segal raised the question of the constitution of the d~lP.ga io:; i.-r~ich 
visited Mr. Hull on behalf of the .American J ewish Conference and ·-.;hic:h l"'e :-;a:i.d 
was not properly representative of the different elements. He po~ nted (JUt LJ..so 
that it was not only the non-Zionists who were beginning to qucstio~ th~ re~ults 
of the Conference, and that a number of crit~cal articles had appeared in tte 
Yiddish press written by people who were sincere Zionists. He stressed the 
importance of strengthening the hands of tho Mizrachi and the Peale Zion in 
relation to Agudas Israel and the Jewish Labor Committee. 

It was felt that there was a great deal of merit in Mr. Segal's point, 
and it was believed that the next Committee to be s~nt to Washington should 
bear this in mind. 

A discussion followed on the part to be played by the American J e ~sh 
Conference and the Emergency Committee in matters connected with Palestine. 

REORGANIZATION OF WORK 

Dr. Silver reported that at the ~ecutive Committee meeting which had 
teken place that afternoon he had brought in a plan of reorganization of the 
work of the Emergency Committee which he hoped would be carried out. One of 
the important decisions of the Executive was the unanimous decision to appoi.~t 
a permanent Executive Director in the person of Mr. Henry Monter to have charge 
of all departments of the Committee, supervise their activities, etc. It was 
hoped to expand to meet th~ needs of a lively evolving program. 

CHANGE OF NAME OF COMMITI'EE 

A number of suggestions were offered for a new name for the Committee, which 
it was believed was too cumbersome. It was decided to rename the Committee 
"American Zionist Ern'3rgency Council". 

MR. FURMANSKY'S STA~_.NT AT AMERIO,LN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Dr. Wise raised the question of the statement made by Mr. Furrnansky at the 
close of the debate on the Palestine Resolution at the ConferGnce, in which he 
spoke ageinst the Palestine Resolution. 

It was the consensus that Mr. Furmansky had been guilty of an undiscjplined 
and disloyal Zionist act and a motion was passed to this effect. Mrs. A.~. 
Schoolman voted against the motion, on the ground that he had not been al~ow~d 
to state his case before the Emergency Committee. (A copy of o letter from 1~J.·,. 
Furmansky is circulated herewith at Mr. Furmansky 1s request.) 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 

Mr. Shulman raised the question of convoking n Conference of Christians, 
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which would speak on behalf of various liberal organization~, Chu~ch or.~a i~a­

tions, the Christian Ccuncil for Pclestine, c":.c} ageir st th~ .,jt.: P..: sr~ ,_·i·.~. 

Mr. Shulman believed that it might be prGferabln to have tl:c G"i1:-:..:: '. i~:1 •.>~1.!::~:..l 

sponsor such a Confere~ce. 

Due to the lateness of the hour, it "r s decided tc r efsr t~is Y.l ct ... :.' + • ., 

the next meeting Dnci in the mcantima to present the pl--n to tho 0:n·i~·..,:L • .::1 

Council for their consideration. 

REPORr ON PALESTINE SURVEY COMMlSSICN 

Mr. Neumann presented the following report: 

Six months ago Dr.Weizmann appointed a sr;ec:l.al grc:.ip~unc.e:c t.h1; n~-r.e of 

Commission on Palestine Surveys, to invest::.gate c0r ·::.3.1.:1 .:..ILp-:..:.·i'~:r'j d • ·: . 1 r c :n • ri+: 

projects which Dr. Walt.er 0,, Lowde'.J.' .ilY. had pr-evionsly p~np:>r,~d t0 'J.$ f~:, 

consideration. Dr. Lowdermilk' s ideas are b::-iefl.l outli:-ic d in a ~hap:,-=: .... of 1-:ls 

fathcoming book, Palest:ine, Sand of Prc,::r.:t.§.El., th1a w1"i'jin.~ of , :1.Lch he r-.aci 

undertaken at our request. Before leaving on a missi0n for C .ir:t, he had urgJ?d 

us to treat the projects he suggested not merely a8 material for propaga~~a, 

but to give them the serious study they requir0d on the part of enzine ru and 

other experts. A special body was accordingly name:i by D,:-. Weizma:::n to under­

take such an investigation on behalf of the Jewish Agcr~cy . 

The principal featuresof Dr.Lowdermilk's plan invQlve a comprehensive 

scheme of irrigation and hydro-electric power develcpment by d.i .. ;er tiP.. the 

fresh waters of the Jordan for irrigation and a furtrer diversicn of 

Mediterranean waters to the Jordan Valley or the Dead Sea for the generation of 

power. 

Even prior to the appointment of the Oommission, we had turned to xperts 

for edvice. I had communicated with Jr. Dav1dLilienthnl, Ch irnan of the 

Tennessee Valley Authority, who promptly responded with Rn offer of full co­

operation. This was followed by conferences ith Mr. Lilienthal and his Rxperts 

in Washington and in Tennessee. From th t time on the T.V .A. organization h~s 

given us every assistance. Wl·-.n the Commission was set up they loaned to v.s one 

of their leading engineers, ho .h~e now been in the employ of the Commission for 

the past six months. Working with him as an assistant is a native Palestinian, 

who has a broad knowledge of Palestinian conditions. 

The question hat been considered whether the work be undertaken here or ofi 

the spot in Palestine. Experts advised, however, th t much could be done he~o 

on the basis of data. available in this country, including rainf e.11 ceports at~d 

charts, geological reports, ater surveys, etc. .hf'ter the prel·~ ,inary work as 

finished here, engineers were to proceed to Palestine o.nd return to draw up 

their final reports • 

The Commission on Palestine Surveys, as appointed by Dr. Weizmann, consisto 

of several laymen, as fcllowsl Dr. Nahum Goldmann,. acting chai.-. an; 

Messrs. ~ndre Meier, Emanuel Neumann, ~udge Morria Rothenberg, Alexander Sr.r,h~, 

Israel Sieff and Robert Szold. Recently Mr. Israel B. Brodie also jciobi~ 

the Commission. Three additional persons not resident in Ne· York ha~,e "1E:e;.i 

coopted as associnte members. They ares r. Julius Fohs of HQuston, Texa~~ 

Mr. Joel Wolfsohn and Dr. Meyer Jacobst in, both of Washington, D.O. 

To supervise and guide the work of our engineering staff and to assume 

responsibility for it, we have also formed aver:, strong engineerin 
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Consulting Board consisting of the following, 

Professor Abel Wolman . of Johns Hopkins University, Chairman 
Colonel Theodore B. Parker, for nine years Chief Engineer of the T .. V. ;_ . 
Mr. Harry w. Bashore, Commissioner of Reclamation of thG Department of tr.a 

Inte~"icr 
Mr. John L. Savage of Denver, Colorado, Chief Designing Engineer of th0 

Bureau of Reclamation - one of the foremost cons'.ll t·~nts 
in the world on irrigation and dams. 

The Consulting Board meets periodically and is discharging its responsi­
bilities. most satisfactorily. In addition to theee gentlemen there are other 
experts in various fields who are acting as technical advisors • 

According to our terms of reference, our investigation is to covGr ul­
timately not only tha two major subjects, irrigation and power, but ce::.-- t.ai:1 s~.r'­
sidiary studies dealing with agricultural end industrial possibilities r el ated 
to the irrigation and power schemes, as well as the for~ or forms ~hich a 
development authority might take. Among the many matters which are bei ng stud~ed 
are the possible use of water from the Lebanon; the irrigation of the Negev , as 
well as other neglected areas, etc. 

The work of the engineers tentatively points to large and encouraging 
possibilities from the strictly technical point of view; on the one hand, the 
possibility of irrigating some two million dunams of land, apart from the 
further extension of irrigation by wells; and on the oth~r hand , the possibility 
of the generation ultimately of 100,000 to 200,000 KW,which would compare with 
important power prajects in this country. No est ates of cost are available 
as yet, but one ~ight venture a rough guess that tha cost of these projects 
might come to a fipre of $150,000,000. or more. There would, of course, ba 
financial returns from the sale of water for irrigation and of electrical 
current for lighting power, etc. 

We are about to engage the part-time services of an econor:list to deal with 
some of the economic aspects of these questions. 

I am happy to say that Mr. Szold 1s visit to Palestine will be most helpful. 
Before leaving he acquainted himself thoroughly 1th the ork in progress and has 
taken with him a complete file of our materiol. Wu hope he will not only full 
inform our friends in Palestine, but will also secure for us important data ai.1d 
information which e require from them concarning the proposed technical 
mission to Palestine. We hope that such a mission way consist of our own er.­
gineer, Mr. Hays; Dr. Lowdermilk, who may be passing through Palestine on hi.~ 
way back fro- China; and Mr. Savage, who may be passing through Palestine on 
his way to India. The visits of the two last named would be ithout any sub-. 
stantiRl cost to us, end Mr. Savage's visit ill be oarticularly valua;rle i , 

connection with the question of the Negev. Eventually, we hope to have also 

• Mr. Strathorne, soil expert, revisit Palestine for us. 

• 

When the experts will have returned, a final report ill be drawn up rh.1 ."' n 
we hope will bar th~ signature of some of the outstanding technical 
authorities in this country and which 10uld then be turned over to the J,::1w:l ·=·r 
Agency for such use as it may make of it . 

Bec£1.use of the sp:iendid cooperation we are gettin fror.1 Je ish and ncn­

Jawish friends and technical experts on a voluntary basis, the cost of our 
investigation will be less than ori inally contemplat0d. The Commission is 
financed partly by private contributions and largely by subsidies fro□ the 
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Keren Hayesod. 

The purposG of c 11 this ~10:rl.. :ts, cf co·_,_:;:·::e, pri□ari}y to establid1 the 
feasibility of such dGvr:.o~r. ')rt I- l'oje~t3 enc t _1(;: exisvGn ... n 0f & l c1.r e 
absorptive capacity. •- • .e E. Vr:nt·1 •. l pr. Hit~.e:a:. u :J e tc be 2·,1ace of it and the 
implementation of the proJ ~c·.;~ i .u a w~. -.1~.y r]..!_ f .~ . rent matt.er, rith which we 
are not concerned at tl!:..s mo .. :e!lJ,j ., 

ht the conclusio, of tf.:- . Neu□ann' & r ep -: t, the Che.irman requested that 

t1er.1bers of the Emereency Coi:1□i-c f-:ee rec;arn. tr..._s report as 8t:i.·ictly confidential. 

The meeting adjo~:m8d at 11.45 p.m. 

A.L 
• 

' 
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CONFIDENI'IAL '1,28 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE FOR ZIONim' AFFAIRS 

September 20, 1943 

A meeting or the Executive Committee of the American Emergency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs took place on Monday, September 20, 1943, 

at 4100 p.m. at 41 ~st 42nd Street, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Oruso, 
Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Judge Levinthal, 
Mr._ Neumann( Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman, 
few minutes], Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Mrs. Epstein, Dr. 
Mr. Lipsky, 
Mr. Szold ( for a 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenan, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Magida, 
Mr. Weisga1. 

CONFIRMATION OF AMERICAN JEWISH OONFERENCE PALESTINE RESOLUTION 

The question waa raised as to whether anything should be done to 
obtain the confirmation or the Palestine Resolution adopted by-the American 
Jewish Conference, by the three organizations which had not taken a position 
on this Resolution, namely, the Council or Jensh Women, the Ameriean 
Jewish Committee and the Union ot American Hebrew Congregations. Some 
members of the Committee felt that it ~s very important to obtain confir­
mation of the Resolution as soon as possible. 

In the discussion which followed it was pointed out that to attempt 
to force an early decision by these organizations on ratification. or the 
Resolution might be unwise, since it might then be taken up at meetings 
of their executive bodies, where there would be a sharp division or opinion. 
It would be wiser, it vas believed, to allow the matter to be referred to 
the larger bodies of these organizations, which would meet later on, and 
where the result would in all probability be more favorable. 

With regard to the American Jewish Committee, it was decided that a 
small committee, to be appointed by the Chairman, meet with Judge Proekauer 
for an informal talk on the question of the attitude of that body to 'bhe 
Resolution . 

The opinion was expressed that the whole question of the American 
Jewish Conference should be the subject or a thorough discussion by the 
Emergency Committee. There was already dissatisfaction being expressed, it 
was pointed out, that after this great Conference or historic importance, 
nothing is being done. Articles have appeared in the Yiddish press to this 
effect, and the Jewish Labor Committee in particular is attacking the 
Conference • 



• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

MR. FURMANSKI'S STATEMENT AT ~RICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

The question was raised of the sta~emen~ made by Mr. Furmansky 
at the Conference, in which he spo!~e 9.gainE:t the Pal8s':-iJ1e Resolutio~1.. It 
was agreed to bring up this matter at the full meeting of the Emergency 
Committee. 

ACTING TREASURER 

A motion was made and passed that Mr. Shulman serve as acting 
Treasurer in the absence of Mr. Szold .. 

RESOLUTION ON MR. SZDLD'S VISIT TO PALESTINE 

The following resolution was read to be presented to Mr. Szold on 
the eve of his departure for Palestine• 

"The Committee learns wi-t.h deep satisfacc,::.on of Mr. Szold's 
imminent departure for Palestine. It ,,rtshes him God's speed 
and requests him to convey to the Executive of the lr ewish 
Agency and to the Yishuv the greetinga of all Aroeric~n 
Zionists represented in this Committee, the assurJnce of our 
complete asse;ciation with t~em in their cou~aeccus defense of 
the Zionist position and the Expression of ou~ resolve to 
exert our utmost effort for the attainment of our common 
objeoti ve." 

REORGANIZATION OF wo:ax ON EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

A discussion took place in executive session on the proposals made 
for the reorganization of the ~~rk of the Emergency Committee . 
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CONFIDENTIAL #1 

1"1INUTES OF MEETING 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

September 28, 1943 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee was held Tuesday, 
September 28, at 3:30 P.M., at 41 East 42nd Street, New York City • 

PRESENT: 

br.Wise (presiding, Mr.Bublick, hr.Gellman, Dr.Goldstein, Mr.Groonbc:rg, 
Mrs.Halprin, Mrs •. racobs, Mr.Naumann, Mrs. Pool, Mr.Shulman 1 Mr.W0rtheimo 
' . . 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mr9 Konon, Mr. L-0urie, 4r. Magid.a. 

Mr. 1 ontor. 

The special meeting was called, Dr. Wisc explained, to c~nsider tuo 
mattorst l) The verdict in the arms trial, uhich was reported in tho morning 
papers and tho advisability of issuing a statement to tho press; 2) a letter 
received from the British Embassy, uhich raisod tho question of uhcthcr a 
delegation should nou visit the Embassy. With regard to tho arms trial verdict, 
Dr.Silver had boon contacted over tho telephone and he boliovod tho matter 
should be considered by tho Exocutivo Committee • 

STATEMENT RE ARMS TRIAL 

In tho discussion on the arms trial verdict tho opinion uas exprossod 
that tho time for tho issuance of the statement had been oarlior: thoro uas nou 
a decision of a legally constituted court to bo reckoned '11.th, uhich had con­
~ictod tuo mon of gun running. It uas also pointed out that if a statement 
uas to bo issued it sh uld not coma from this end, but from tho Jouish Agency 
in Palestine, mio are in possession of all tho facts. It uas recalled that at 
the beginning of tho tri"als, uhon the question of issuing a statomont had come 
up in tho Emergency Council, it had boon docidod not to issuo one, uhich deci­
sion had proved to bo uiso 4 since the Jouish Agency in Jerusalem issued a 
statement immediately theroaftor uhich ~as carried by tho pross. 

On tho othor hand, it uas foarod that this trial uas only tho beginning 
of a campaign on tho part of the Palestine Administration to discredit tho 
Jouish Agency and tho Jeuish contribution to tho uar offort, and so strcngthon 
the '\7hito Paper policy; that othor prosecutions uould folloTT, and that, there­
fore, it should be determined mother some measures might be taken here uhich 
might provont tho continuation of this procoduro. It was pointod out that 
although uo could not attack the verdict uo ought to attack tho mothod by uhich 
the verdict was arrived at and iho purpose for uhich tho trial t1a.s conducted in 
this manner. It ~as folt that if prossuro uoro brought to boar on tho Govern­
ment and the Embassy, it might be possible to put an end to the campaign • 
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It uas suggested that tho best ":lay to counteract tho impression created 
by the uido publicity givon to the arms trialsr nould be by a constructive 
publicity campaign in r.hich tho contribution of the JoJs of Palostino to tho 
nar effort nould bo stressed, as uell ns tto part played by tho Jenish Agency 
in promotlng tho cooperation of tho Yishuv '.7i.thout any aRsistnnco - rathor 
opposi~ion - from tho Palestine Govcrn~cnt . In this cacpnign, too, tho 
Palestine Ad.!Ilinistration should bo attacked in a series of indictments, includ­
ing the Struma incident, and tho efforts to d.iscrcdi t tho Jv,;,ish Aeency. 
Every effort sho~ld be made to mobilize public opinion, thDough press articles , 
radio commentators, etc . 

It uas believed thnt use should be made also of tho Zionist pross in the 
publicity caopaign, and the suggestion ~as made that an article bo published in 
the Jenish Frontier, for exnmplo, reprinted and distributed uidoly. 

After further discussion, and after ~r . Konen had road tho statement ho 
had prepared, it uns ngrccd that no statement should bo issued at this time, 
but that every effort be made to mobilize radio coamontators nnd journalists in 
a constructive publicity program. 

ST TEMENTS TO PRESS BY INDIVIDUAL ME.1.i:BERS OF EMERGENCY C, 1~'Ni.;It : -

Reference uas made to the report Tihich hnd app-0arcd in tho Nau York Times 
that morning, together l7i th the neus story of tho ar□s trial verdict, of dr. 
Lipskyfs statement on the trial uhich he hnd made nt a Zi nist nooting in Neu 
York the previous ovoning. It uas agreed that such opportunities for publicity 
on our caso should bo oxploitod fullYt but it us qucstionod \,hothor stateccnts 
should bo issued by individual members of tho Enorgoncy Council ,;,ithout previous 
discussion uith the Oouncil~ It uas agreed thnt uhon an iopcrtnnt ercnt occurs , 
if p~ssiblo , the Einorgcncy Council should moot nnd decide on tho lino to be 
follouod; in cases Q.f special urgoncy individusls should consult ~ith o~hcr 
mem"rers of tho Couneil.-

D.EL.EGATION TO E~.~SY 

It uas recalled that a decision had been tokon sono ti~o ago to send a 
delegation to the British Embassy in connection ..-nth tho arras trial, but thnt 
it uas lutor decided to postpone this visit and tho occornnduo Tihi •h nas to 
have been presented by tho delegation uas sent instond to Sir Ronald Caopbcll, 
charge d1affaircs at the Enbnss7 in tho absence of Lord Halifax (sco nidc­
meooire in cfficc files) . ~ reply had cone fro□ Sir Ronald a feu dnys ago, in 
uhich he statod that thoro uoro scvoral statononts in tho aido-□emoiro ~hich 
he did not accept, and indicated thut he nns ready to discuss thcso questions 
at ~, tino • 

It uas agreed that a dclogation should nou bG na□od to call on Sir Ronald 
Campbell as soon as possible • 

DEVDNSTRATION OF RABBIS IN \1ASHINGTON 

fr.Gelloon asked for guidnnco froo tho Exocutivo uith regard to the 
roquest roooivod by noobors of the .iizrachi to participnto in tho dooonstration 

t 
of Rabbis in ~ashington. 

Dr.Goldl!lllnn reported on tho convcrso.tion ho had had ,nth I.Ir. Potor llor&- )(, 
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son of tho Ar~ Cormittco, uho hn.d inforned hi□ thnt the Coooittoc for tho 

Rescue of European Jem:y uas organizing a lini tod narch to Tfo.shington on 

October 5th, in uhich four hundred Rabbis ~ould participate, und t1at they uould 

be received by the Spoakor of the House. ThoJ uould present tTTo deonndsi that 

n.n intor-eovornnontal coonittco to doal uith Jcuish rescue problcns bo set up, 

and that the gatos of Palestine be opened for Jc".7ish refugees • 

It uas further reported that tho demonstration in Wus1ington uas intended to 

druu attention to tho beginning of a petition novonent to be lnunchcd by tho 

Rescue Connitteo. 

It uas tho ccnscnsus that nonbcrs of tho :li.zrnchi invited to participate 

in the deconstrution night do so, not us ncnbors of the Enorgoncy Council, but 

o.s individuals. 

:tEETING -~\LLEO BY CO GRESS .1AN BLOO .1 

Dr.Goldoann reported that he had been invited to a neoting called b 

Congressmn Bloon in Neu York that evening ut uhich ho planned to urge tho 

Jc·-:ish press not to publish nny attacks on the sons of Ibn Saud. ir . B1000 was 

to noet the princes on their arrival in Uushington in a feu days. It uas urged 

that Dr. Goldronn attend tho ocoting that night. 

It uns suggested that n strong dolego.tion of Ccngrossoan Bloools constitu­

ents call on hin to discuss uith hin tho Palestine question, and it un.s agreed 

t . . '1. t Dr.Goldstein be requested to or anizc such a delegation, to include tho 

Cho.ircan of the Zionist District, rcprosentativos of labor, Rabbis , etc. 

With regard tot o visit of Ibn Saud's sons, Dr. Goldnann reported ngnin 

on a request uhich had boon nado unofficially n behalf of the State topartncnt 

that the Zionist~ nbstain fron nn~t o.ttncks on the princes dui,inc; their stay in 

this ountry, ul ore tho:r uould bo guests of tho TThi to House. It had boen inti­

mtcd on behalf of t~ c Zionists that no nttn. cks uculd be 0rgan:i.zcd .on ~vndi t'ft:C\n 

that t. c princes refrain fron bringing up the subjoct of P lostino. 

The ncoti11G djournod at 5130 P.!.. 

A.L • 
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Haehomer Hatzair 
___ 3-0_5-~rQadm5y~~N~~-Y-1.__ ___ _ 

Ivir. Arthur Lourie 
Zionist Emergency Committee 
4~ East 42nd Street 
Ne,i; Yo~k City 

Dear Lourie, 

Sr-·ptember 28, 1943. 

At the last meeting of the Zionist Emergency Committee, held on 
September 20th, a vote of censure was passed against me for an alleged breach 
of Zionist discipline. I vigorously reject this accusation. Moreover, I 
consider the way and the procedure by hich this matter was handled unworthy 
Of any Zionist institution. The fact that I mas not even given the right to 
explain my action at the American Jewish Conference, before the 'verdict' as 
passed, consists in itself a breach of Zionist orge.nisational. discipline and 
will stand out as a black stain in the record of this Committee. 

Permit me therefore through this letter to address myself to the 
impersonal record of the minutes rather than to the conscience of my col­
leagues at the Committee. 

This is in brief what I would have said if tolerance ould have 
prevailed at this unfortunate meetings The stand of the Hashomer F.atzair, 
concerning the issue of the 'Biltmore Progre.m' ~a.a known to everyone interested 
in the discussion. It as published in our own p~eas (Youth and Nation), 
in the Post-War Studies published by the American J0T-'Tish Corunittee as ~ell as 
in the Survey of Facts and Figures published by the Conference for P~eliminarJ 
studies of the American Je ·sh Conference. The right of every group, no matt~r 
ho small, not only to express its political point of vien but also to decice 
as to its tactical behavior at the Conference proper is undeniable. Had you 
listened or read my declaration carefully you ould kno that I abstaineG 
from voting because I am a disciplined Zionist and that I greeted the resolu­
tion as a great Zionist victory despite my disagreement vrith the 1110rding o: it. 

I contend that this action of mine under no condition represented 
a breach of Zionist discipline. I do it on tho follorring grounds• (1) I 
abstained froc votingJ (2) there is a formal decision of the Zionist partt8e 
participating in the Zionist Emergency Con1Iilittee that no all-inclusive Zio. is·~ 
bloc shall be created at the American Jewish ConferenceJ (3) &t the laot 
meeting of the Zionist EL1 rgency Co5111ittee preceding the Conference, during 
the discussion on the Palestine resolution, I announced very clearly that I 
won't be bound by the decisions of this body because I . as never invited to 
meetings or consulted on the problem as to ho Zionists have to proceed in 
this Conference. The Corunittee did not react to my statement and no move ·7as 
made during or after this meeting to convince me of th undisciplinary 
character of such a stateMent. It is interesting to note that later on cur: ~g 

the meeting when i·G wa.a daoit!oo· tha.t the Office Committee of the En:ergenc./ 
Conmittee shall act as a Steeri."lg Committee of the Zionists at the Conf~.;:e--1ca 
(TIThen necessary), it as r.Jir. Rothstein ho upon receiving the informati r,n 
that I am not a menber of the Office Committee suggested that my name bG 
added to the Steering Comraittee. No vote as taken on this suggestion wd I 
as never approached in conn ction with it. 

I submit the above to you ith the request that this statement 
should be attached to the records ~herever this case will be mentioned. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(-) iv·oshe Furmansky 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 
_ .. 111ERI CAN ZIOlH srr EMERGENCY COUlICIL 

October 5, 194~. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the -'Ullerican Zionist Emergency 
Ccunc·1 took place on Tuesday, October 5, 1943, at 41 East 42nd Street, ew 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver(presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruse, Mrs. Epstein, ~r. Gellman, 
rr. ◊o ldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs, Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neuman, 
Mrs. Pool, Mr. Shulman, Dr. iise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldman, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Lourie. 

Mr. Montor, Mr. Weisgal 

Dr. Silver recommended that the following committees be conotituted: 
FI aNCE ~ND PERSO NEL COMMITtEE - The function of this committee old be to 
examine and apnrove the budgets of the various ccmmittees and devise ways and 
mcnns of providing the necessary funds; it woul also concern itself with the 
hiring and renumeration of p?rsonnel. Dr. Silver recommended r. Charles_J~ 
Rosenbloom as Chairman cf this Committee. 

COl\11v1UNITY CO ~T-'1-C'IS COM!'ld'I'IEE - '!his Committee wouln andaavor to establish within 
each region a miniature EmPrgency Council. The relationship with th National 
Emergency Council and the lccal groups would have to be defined. r r. Joel Gross 
wa recommended as chairman. 

AMERICiiN P.:UJES'IINE COMI•lllT'IEE - 'Ihe f ,mction of this Commi ttPe would be to organ­
ize Christian lay groups. It would carry on the work done in th~ past by th 
hmerican Palestine Committee. Mr. Herman Shulman was recommended as Chair~an. 

PUBLIG.t1.'IIONS CO Ir'IEE - Chairman, Mr. Louis Lipsky. 

COMMI'I'IEE FOR IHTELLECTIJ11.L MOBIL!ZA'IION - 'The Task of this Co rnmi ttee would be to 
- -

mobilize the support of acadamic circles, writers, ~rtist , etc. Th Chairman 
recc rr:~ended was Rabbi Milton Steinberg. 

COMMITTD ON CHE.I S'Il.ni'l CLERGY - Chairman, Rabbi Philin S, Bernstein 

COML'.1l'ITEE ON CO -T.!~C'IS t1I'IH ..tiMERIC.i=ii~-JI" .ISH RELIGIOUS FORCES - Chairman, Rabbi 
Wolf Gold. 

COr1,iv1I'I'IEE ON SPECI L Fill C'IIOUS .!1.HD EVENTS - This Commi tte~ would rganize and 
conduct large scale gatherings. Mr. Meyer w. Weisgal was uro~os d as Chairman. 
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RESEARC~ COMj_:iI'ITE,E - 'This Co .nmittee is to do work directly in lin·J v,ith he 
political program of th0 Emergency Council, and to marshal m~ terial to chamnion 
and defend our -position on th~ J<-=-\ ish ommon•J0alth. It Pould havP a full-time 
r esearch director and it wo 'ld be its task to nrovide the other cornmi ttt:cs !i th 
the material they r eq· ire . Dr. Silvt-r r Pc omm vnded Hrs. Ro. e Jacobs for h=! 
chairmanshiu of this committe2 , which, he em~ha~ized , is to ca~ry on research 
for the nrosecution of our 1'.)rogram. Mrs. Jacobs said that shl'~ would like to 
hav e a talk with Dr. Sil Vc<r, ~ho indicated that he •.rould b e glad to m,-c t 'i th 
her and add "d that if sho tad any reservations ~Ii th regard to the scope of the 
Committee, she should let him kno•~ now • 

P':"_ESS .!1.NTI RiJ)IO COI1:~.JJ I'I 'IF.E - Chairman, Mr . Chaim GrFt,nb re; 

COM111l'I'IEE Oi:' Cow:-.1~C'IS TtiI'IH .t~LLIED POS'I-WAR GROUPS - Dr. Sil v · r r eco mPnd l".) Mr . 
S'-unueJ Halnrin as Chairman of this Commi tt~c' • 

'Iwo Commi tte..:s to a8al with post-•7ar nlanning : 

CO-11MI'I0lE]; Oi~ .ECC1~O1viIC fil., SQuF..CES - Chairman, Mr . Emanu0l Neumann . 

~OS'I- -~R POLI'II C.nL P1:~i-~,L G COi .. _ .I'I'ThE - Chairman, i"1r. Rob- r Szold. ( In the 
absance of 11lr . Szold th0 Co:-r:mitt c=> would seL.~ct a deputy Chairman.) 

With r ~~ard to the mr mbcrshin of ach of th se commit e~s . Dr. Silv r 
indicat~d that h~ was nrt.1-parrd to mak r "comme.ndations to the res:oective 
Chairmen. H·, exolained that all the groups \i1ould ba r eprt•.sent 2a on ~ac 
Committee and ev~ry me~bor of the Em2rgancy Council 'l0Uld hav0 a ulace on 
ont.• of th c-Jm • 

It would.. be necessary for some of he committ ee s to st fi.rt work imnw ia.t ly, 
Dr . Silver stated, and ha oxpress ~d his dcsir to me• t •1 ith thl:' cr:a irm<m o dis­
cuss with them th0 m0mb ,1 rship of their resp ·,ctiv " committef . 

i\1.r. Cruse sug?2st...,d that onf other commit C c; bt.' set up - on to maintain 
contact with Labor grcuns. It was agrf·".)d that such a committ et"· hould be in­
cluded. 

~ discussion arosP on th , functions f th~ Co~munity Contac s Commit ee . 
'Ih~ question was rais~d as to hcth ~r th~ contacts in tl~ local cornmuniti s 
should no be madG throu h the Zionist groups; and it ,as also aske wh th:>r h ­
various national orga~izations should continue to send mat rial of a political 
na-ture to th~ir local grouns . Dr. Silv0r ~xplained that it ~as not the in ntion 
of tho Emergt,ncy Council to duplicate th ::-i ··ork of tho Zionist ag~'nci s; on the 
con tr ry, the plan ms to make full use of all the Zionist gr uus in each communi­
ty. ':he Community Contacts Com:ii tte.e was not int .nded to comoete ·,ith ,.,xisting 
commit ees . Its function 111ould o? cfr-liction to th se commi tt , s an stirnulat ·, 

h t ir activities . Vvhen the Committ \:· vm.s constitut d it ·.'Ould 1vork out its 
function and bring in a detailed plan of its p ropos ed activitie s. 

Dr. Silver's recommendations with regard to the Com~itt ~s to b".) consti­
tut~d an11 their chairmen was ap1Jroved by tho meating. 

Dr. Silvt r, ref~rring to thr need of additional ~xp rt as is ancc for he 
Em rgancy Council r ,portad that he had approached Rabbi L0on eu--r wi h a pronosal 
t .th' secure lc)ave of absence for a y8ar from his congregation and join the 
executive staff of th . Emergency Council for that period. Rabbi F uer i.·•as very 
much int r sted and, hapDily, had succe ded in obtaining th necessary l2ava of 
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absence . 

It was nanimously agr~ d to draft Rabbi Feuer for work v.ri th he Emerg1.mcy 

Council. 

FIGH'I .nGAINST WBI'I:F.. PAPER 

Tha question was raised of the advisability of c?ndeavoring to hav a ~ .so­

lution passed by the Unitad Stat tJ S Congress attaclcine the \ihita Pape.r. Naw Lng­

land Congressm0n, it was r2portad, are r ady to pres nt a R~solution confirming 

the Lodga-Fish Resolution of 1922 a nd Congressman Cal]er ~as drafting on along 

similar lines. 

1he opinion vas 8A'J)ress0d that it would not ba wisd to hava a Re solution 

introduced into the: Hous'3 u ntil ther~ has b, n sufficient tim~ to mobiliz public 

ouinion on b ,::half of the: abolition of the ·vhi t~"' Papt'r. Some members of the Exe cu.,.. 

tiv l.3 f ~lt that instead of a concantrat~,d attack on th'3 Uhite Paper it :ould b a 

bett ~r polic~ to work on a constructiv~ program, that is, on be half of the J ~w ish 

Commonw0al th; to obtn.in tht> paszage of a r \; solution vrnuld. in any case r0quire six A 
months of strenuous ~ork. ~he point w~s m~d0 , too, that if once th2 Rasolution 

1ere moved in th\:' Housd it ·vould m~an a political dl.3fcat if it W8ra not push :'.l d 

through to a final and successful conclusion. 

As r agards our objective in th~ campaign against he white P~pcr, th0 vi ew 

was expressed that we should s a2k to obtain a definite st~t~m2nt from th ~ Uni t a d 

State s Gov c'rnment r:hich could bE'· pablicized, to the effect that the Uni tcd St·~t , s 

hac"! r.cver acquiesced in the ·vhi te Papar nol icy and tha t its agrecmen t was a pra­

requi sit "' to th0 legality of that policy; furth ·, rmori'', we should aim at 1 ::.ast at 

eliciting from the Gov ~rn ,cnt of th~ Unit~d Sta ts and Great Brit~in a statement 

to th~ ff0ct that the Whit0 Paper is suspande until the whol~ Pa l stine issue is 

decided, thus preventing a fait accompli next ~pril . 

On the qut"' stion of Am ~rica n rights in t :") rms of th\. ... 1924 .il:110ric n-British 

Conv Pntion, it v as sugg,:.s tad thfl t tho Uni t0d Sta t 0 s Gov ,~ rnr.i t nt' s right to in t,.., r­

v..-~ne was much more limite d that has bt?0n g t=- n l) ra lly assum~d . 

1h0 fear was axor0ssed that a campa ign which conc 0ntrat 0d on tho ffhit ~ Paper 

might .1ake for friction in relations bctwe ~· n the.. Uni tf'd Stat as nno. Britain, which 

ultimately would r cAct h3.rrr.fully on th0 Zionists. On th other hr'..nd, it was ft1lt 

that if it is int end~d to mobiliz .!m0ricnn p blic opi . io ri , th ... public mus bl.3 

giv0n some thing p cific to ::ork for '1.nd to fight for. 'Ihc vi ,~ .. wa s oxor c ss od 

that .!IJTlC ric.?.ns g,•nerally might not rea ct "-'i th ,'."'.ny vigor in ~upnort of the fight 

for a J 1,;;'7 ish Co mr.1on t(1t1.lth , wher vns it would nasily be pos. ibl to a rous c.1 their 

sympathy and support if th0y w~r o told that th ~ doors of Pa l e s inc will be closed 

to h · J rs aft~r .L\.-pril, 1944 . 

With regard to an rittack on th,~ W! ... it .? Pap 0r c q,using t ~nsion b e; twe ~n the 

to Govcrnm~nts, it w~s point~d out that whil0 w~ certainly did not dasire to 

add to ~oints of friction b ~tw ... an tht governments it was a f~ctor which cou:d 

har ly be avoided if this unjust policy were maintained, and the fault could not 

be laid at oar door. 

With r s ~pct t n th~ manner in which th , Vi hit ~ Pap ,~ r should br fought, Mr • 

r.1ontor urged th'lt th\;, campnign b0 nn , 11-out c"mP"ign, that full us e be:: m:-1.d ' of 

the pr13ss and th,- radio and of oth0r forms of publicity. Ha saw no obj e ction to 

n.a:· ... :tisem13nts pr0scntad with dignity flnd n.·,J~)anring 0 .11 ov , r th 0 country; nncl it 

might be n.dvis-ible to arrn.ngc o. rrorch on Wt1shington, pc"'rh1.ps by Eddi ~ C,1.ntor on 
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behalf of the Youth aliyah children , by business people on behnlf of their inr~st­
ments in Palestine., etc . In addition, consid ration should be given o t , ul i­
mate introduction of a Resolution in tha House . 

In the course of th~ discussion, thP pro~osal WRs again -.-mt forth by r . 
Shulman for a Christian Conference to ba convoked, in 7hich labor orgnniza ions, 
liberal and church groups , and various individuals should be invited to particinflte. 

'Ihe importance of ut i lizing fully the Americ~n J {i h Conferenc in th cam­
paign agaii.st the White PA.per and letting it bf- known th"' t the Jewish peonl\:: re-

• main unanimous in this fight , was also stressad. 

• 

• 

• 

So far as th' introduction of a R so l ution in the House was concerned, it 
se med to be th . consensus tra.t it would be desirable eventually to intro uc such 
a Re~ olution , but only after Senator s and Congr ssmen had be n thor oughly canv s d 
and tha c ertainty of tht., passage of th ResolL1.tion st:3cur!'i . 

It was report ed that a resolution, or a claration , on Pal~stine vas to be 
pr sc~t2d at the Convention of he Am ~rican Fed ~ration of L~bor, which ,ould in­
clud refer ·nC8 to the Co~monwoalth. 

Dr . Silvar , concluding th discussion , s a t ,d hat th~ policy of the 
Executive will be an activ.., and v i gorous attack n.gainst the Whit PapeP from no -• 
on, in which attack ha whole of America n Je ,ry will b~ united , and which 1i l, 
hll hoped , win for - s the apryroval of every fair minded non- Jt.'W• Every effort ·fill 
be made to ob ain the susp8nsion of th White Paper or commitm nts that ~ill go 
beyond abrogation . Dr . Silver added tha. it wa hoped to get thf' commi te 2s con-
v ned n.nd acting a. he earli • s possibl~ nom nt • 

'Ih "' m \:.ting adjourno a 5:40 p . m . 
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CONFIDENTIAL N. 1 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COU IL 

OCTOBER 18, 1943 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held 
Monday, October 18, 1943, at 8:15 P. M., at 41 East 42nd Street, 
New York City. 
PRESIN'r 

Dr. Silver (presiding), Mr. Boukstein, Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruse, 
Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Furmansky, Mr. Gellman, Rabbi Gold, Mr. Goldman, 
Dr. Goldstein, rs. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, r. Gross, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mr. Itzkowitz, Mrs~ Jacobs, Rabbi Kirshblum, Rabbi Kowalsky, 1ss 
Leibel, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Mereminsky, Mr, Neumann, Dr. Perlzweig, 
Mr. Quittman, Mr. Rocker, Judge Rosenblatt, Dr. Rosenblueth, Judge 
Rothenberg, ~4r. Rothstein, Mr. Rosenbloom, Mrs. Schoolman, Mr. Shulman, 
Mrs . Shulman, Ir. Weisgal, Mr. Wertheim. 

Rabbi Feuer, r. Isreeli, Mr, Kenen, Mr. Lourie, ~r. on or, 
r. Shetzer. 

VISIT TO BRITISH EMBASSY 

Dr. Goldstein reported on the visit to the British Embassy of 
the delegation which had been named (Mrs, Halprin, Dr, Goldst~in 8nd 
r, Greenberg) to see Dr. Ronald Campbell in connection with the arms 

trial. The delegation informed Sir Ronald that American Jews ara 
deeply disturbed over the fact that the Palestine Administration 
permitted, if not encouraged, the case involving the two Jews tried 
for gun-running to be made a ''cause celebre", inviting correspondents 
from neighboring countri~s to cover the trial, and that the attempt 
thus made to discredit the Jewish Agency and the Jewish war effort 
was deeply resented. The delegation pointed to the striking con­
trast between the procedure at this trial and that at the numerous 
gun-running trials in which Arabs were involved and also referred 
to the sentence of seven years pronounced by n military court on 
Sacharoff, a Jew, for the ill6gal possession of two rounds of ammu­
nition and that of six months given by a magistrate's court to an 
Arab for the possession of a British rifle and 86 round of ammu­
nition. 

Sir Rona ld, Dr. Goldstein reported, was thoroughly prepar~d for 
the interview an·d refuted some of the observations made by the 
delegation, denying that the Palestine Government was unfriendly 
to the Jews. He indicated, ho~ever, that he would convey to the 
Gov rnment in London the purport of the delegatiort~vis1t to the 
Embassy. 

In the discussion which followed Dr . Goldstein's report, it wo.s 
pointed out that many questions are being asked about the trials 
and th t,therefore, it was necess ry to take further action . It ,as 
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suggested thnt the forthcoming Convention of Hadassnh would provide 
a good opportunity to give effect to the sta tement m dt by the 
delcgntion to Sir Ronald, that the Jews of the United St:1 tes o.re 
deeply disturbed about the trinls . The view wns exprE:-ssed tht..t n 
strong attack should be launched against the Pnlestine Admini str~tion , 
with the trial as one of our grievances, and it was proposed thnt this 
attr.ck might tnke the form of n series of articles in such public .... _t ions 
as the ~tion or New Republic . The suggestion was also mnde th~t 
Hadassah adopt n resolution a t its Convention endorsing the resolu­
tions pnssed by the Assefat H~nivcharim in Jerusalem, which hAve been 
reported in th6 press . 

On the othtr hand, it was point8d out that from the point of 
view of public rel~tions, it would b e wise to concentrate on one 
thing nt a time, and since nn intensive c~mpaign is now b eing lnunched 
agninst the Whitt Paper, our :-- ttack should be confined to th:-·.t . It 
was suggested that instend of making th8 condemn~t ion of the tri~l 
the subj ect of a resolution nt the Hudassah Convention, referenc e 
should b~ made , in strong terms, to the arms trial in th0 cours e of 
a discussion on Palestine . 

After further discussion, tha cons ensus s eemed to be that nothing 
further should be done nt present attncking thd trinls . 

REPORT ON MEETING OF INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AMERICAN JEWISH cot FERE_ TCE 

Mr . Shulmnn reported on the meeting of th~ Interim Committee of 
the American Jewish Conference, which h~d been held the previous dny . 
The morning session had be en devoted to discussion on how the 
Resolutions ndopted by th~ Conference could be impl mented; nnd thtre 
was also considernble discussion on the relation between the Con­
ference and the existing organizations, the mMner in which th~ exist­
ing ,,gencies were to cooper'"'.te nnd the extent to which their services 
could be utilized . A Resolution wns pnssed to the effect thnt the 
Conference should proceed to implement the decisions nnd resolutions 
which it hnd adopted with reg~rd to rescu , post-wnr reconstruction 
nnd P, lestine, thnt three Commissions be set up to deal withe ch one 
of these problems, nnd th,.t these Commissions report to nn early 
me bting of the Executive as to their plan of ~ction and bring in 
recommend~tions as to how they nre to utilize the existing agencies . 

With regard · to the rescue work, it wns the unanimous opinion 
of the Interim Committee, that since the Joint Emergency Committ6e 
for Europenn Affairs We s an ad hoc Committee nnd there was not in 
existence a perm~nent body engaged in this work, the Rescub Commission 
of the Conference should t ,.ke over its functions • 

At this session the Interim Committee also decided to set up nn 
Exbcutive Committee . 

Th~ nfternoon session, Mr . Shulman reported, wns devoted ton 
discussion of the Executive Cammi ttee . It W[',S decided to appoint 
an Executive of 17 members, with Dr . Wise .nd Mr . Monsky as co­
chairmen . (The original decision of the Conference had been to have 
three co-chairmen , but the Interim Committee decided to elect only 
two at present , the third to be chosen at a future d te . ) An Execu­
tive Committee of seventeen was then elected, nd this session was 
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followed by R meeting of thb Executive . 

The Executive set up the Commission on Pnlestine, with Dr. 
Silver as chairmnn, ~nd the Commission on R&scue, with three co­
chnirmen - Dr. Goldstein, Dr. Wise and l"'. 1onsky ('"'11 three of vhom 
hr'..d be&n co-chnirmen of the Joint Emergency Cammi tt ee for Europ e, .n 
J wish Aff'i.irs). Rabbi Irving ~iller was selected to serv6 ns 
Executive Vice-Chairman of the Rescue Commission. It w~s decided 
to postpone until the next meGting the election of the Chairm~n of 
the Commission on Post War Reconstruction. The Chairmen of the three 
Comnissions nre to be members ex-officio of the Executive. Parti­
cipntion on th~ Commissions is to be on the bnsis of the key of nine 
established ~t the Conf · rcnce; on which b~s1s the Executivcl w~ ~lso 
set up. 

Follo~ing Mr. Shulman's report, n discussion took pl'i.ce on the 
r blation ~~ich should be estnblished bet e~n the E□ergency Council 
and tho Palestine ComQission of the Conference, nnd the functions 
to be performed by &nch body. 

Reference wn.e m(.de to the principle lnid down nt the r.: vting of 
the Interin Connittee, ns a guiding principle for the Confer nee, 
that as rauch authority nnd power be vested in th~ Conf rencc as 
possible, conparnble with the functions which it p rforms nnd with 
the realities of tha situntion. It was pointed out that the 

Oonf erence has no m'i.chinery to carry on the Palestine work, c.nd 
it was believed that it would be unwise to trnnsfer to it the func­
tions of the Emergency Council and give 1 full authority in m~tters 
ralnting to Pnlestine at this tine. 

The view was bXpre:ssed th,.,_,t ns nuch docunent,.,_tion n.s possible 
should come fron the Palestine Connission, which should hnve the 
imprint of the Conference ~nd should be distributed widely, but thnt y 
the naterial for this docun0ntntion should be prep~red by the Emer­
gency Council. It wns suggested that the Conference be utilized ns 
the enlarged Jewish Agency w s used, the work to be done by the Ener­
gency Council and turned over to the Conference when representations 
to Government were to be made. 

With regnrd to nctivizing the Conference, ther was a tremendous 
task to be done in the country, it wns pointed out in organizing the 
comnunities, nrranging region 1 conferences for the purpose of clari­
fying the resolutions of the Conference, prepnring for the second 
session, which ould involve issuing mnterinl, etc. When the Execu­
tive Director of the Conference is engnged, the Connissions nre 
functioning, and contacts have be n established with the com□unities 
and the delegates, the Conference will begin to make itself felt. 

It was th consensus th'i.t the Conference should be used as the 
vehicle for public expression and public relations - th~t it should 
be the voice of Americnn Jewry; nnd thct in nll representations to 
Governnent on the questions of the White Paper and the Commonwenlth, 
the Conference should be the instrument vis-a-vis the American 
Gov rnment. In addition, it w,.s believed that the Conference should 
be kept informed of the activities of the Energency Council. 

After further discussion it wns agreed that the whole subject be 
given further thought before the next meeting. 
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POLITICAL REPORT 
-✓Jo, sh1nt~ t ')n 

Dr . ~ilver reported on his activities in/the previous week . He 
had seen Congressm..~n Bloom, Justice Frankfurter, Congressman Celler 
and Mr . Rosenmnn, and had held n press . conference, which was attended 
by some twenty representr.tives of ne, spn.pers and syndicates . He hnd 
also called on the Danish Minister, r . Henrik de Knuffmnnn, to ex­
press the admirntion of the Jewish people for the mo.gnificent w yin 
which the people of Denmark and their King reacted to the unspeakable 

az~ ~~rutalities against the Jewish citizens of Denmark . He ~~s to 
haveJ~anntor Mead of New York as well, but the Senator, finding him­
self unable to ketp the appointment, telephoned him instead; nnd in­
dicated that he hoped he would have an opportunity to meet wi~h the 
same group with whom he had met prior to his going overseas . 

Dr . Silver had had n conversati on too, with Mr . Peter Bergs on 
of the J ewish rmy Cammi ttee during 1,-.rhich }lr . Btrgson outlined the 
new project for a League for Free Palestine which the Army Committee 
is planning to launch in the nenr future . 

Dr . Silver ~lso r eported on his conv rs~tion with Ambassndor 
Steinhardt in New Y0 rk thnt day . 

Concluding his reports, Dr . Silver stated th~t he w~s coming to 
feel that although the task will b difficult, it is not hop less . 
On the subject of the White Paper he thought there is a very good 
chance to win out • 

U ITED ATIO S RELIEF A D REHABILIT:iTION ADMINISTRATIO CONFERE 1CE 

Mr . Boukstein referred to the Conference which was to be held 
in Atlantic City in November of the United N~tions Relief and Re­
habilitation Administrntion , nnd raised the question of the ndvis -
bili ty of requesting repres ntation at this Conference . The Joint 
Distribution Committee had been invited to p~rticip te . 

It wns rec~lled th~t the question of seeking repre 0 entation on 
the United Nations Relief n nd Rehabilitation Administrntion hnd been 
discussed some time ngo by the Emergency Council and that at thc t 
time it hnd been proposed that the Council ~ttempt to get some st tus . 
A cable hnd be n sent to Dr . Weizmann asking whether he approved of 
such an approach.but no reply wns received. Mr . Szold and r . Shertok 
had seen Mr . Lehman in Washington on the matter . 

After some dis cussion it was agreed to make further inquiries 
nnd to seek representntion nt the Conference . 

The meeting ad j ourned t 11 : 15 P . 

A . L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO.5 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGfil CY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE CO' I.ITTEE 

November 15, 1943 

.A. meeting of the Executive Corruuittee was 1eld .onday, ovember 15th, at 4:00 P. M., at 41 East 42nd Street, ew York City. 
PRESENT 

Dr • .A.bba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, .rs. Judi th Epstein, Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Judge ViOrris Rothenberg, Simon ihetzer, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen S. • ise. 

Dr. a.hum Goldmann, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Joel Gross, Charles J. Rosenbloom, Meyer W. Wei sgal . 

.A.rnold K. Isreeli, Isaiah L. Kenen, Arthur Lourie, Henry Y~ntor. 
Samuel Blitz. 

MI ruTEs OF EXECUTIVE COMMIT'IU MEET ING OF OCTOBER 27 y /h,-f., ,{,J,t,i( / 

It was pointed out that there seemed to be a contradiction in he r ePort of the discussion on the attitude to be taken by the Emergency Counci l towards the withdrawal of the American Jewich Committee from the .American Jewish Conference. It was agreed that the minutes should be changed to correct this i~ression. \' i th this correction to be made, the minutes were approved. 

(The first part of the minutes has been corrected to read as follows: 

• 
11 The decision taken by the .American Jewish Conrnittee to withdraw from the Conference was discussed. 

11 
It was agreed that the resignation of members and groups from the Committee was to be favored. The importance of impressing upon our Government tha he Cozn... mittee does not represent a large segment of Jewish life in .lmerica was also stressa:l. 

11
The opinion was expressed that there should be no campaign launched all over the country against the American Je ish Cotunitte , whicn would fritter away our ef­forts and divert attention from the main goal of fighting the \vhi te Paper.) 

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 

Dr . Silver called on Mr. Mentor for a brief review of the activities of the Emergency Council since the last meeting. 

Mr. 1/()ntor referred to the physical problem of lack of space, and reported that arrangements have now been ma.de to move the offices to 342 Madison .A.venue December 1st at the latest. 



' 

• 
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The Finance Committee had met several times and had made some changes in the budget to bring it within the figure accepted by the Executiv Committee. The bud-et of mo st of the departments had been placoo. before the Finance Commit tee. With regard to the Community Contn~ts Committee, · r. Gross had been giving a great deal of attention to this work~ A number of problems had arisen in forming local Emer­gency Committees, part::.cularly in connection with the reluctance of some of the old Public Relations comnittees of the Zionist Organization of .Am rican to draw other groups into the work. ,r. lv.ontor indicated that it would be most helpful if members of the Executive would volunteer some time for personal visits to some of the local Emergency Ooo:rl.ttees. 

In the public relations field, arrangements have been ma.de, Mr. Montor re­ported, for an erican journalist to go to Jerusalem. Efforts were now being made to obtain a visa for him. Discussions had be~n held with people in the radio world, with a view to ma.king arrangements for commercial use of the radio in our program, but it was found that sums beyond the ability of the Emergency Council to provide would be required to do important work in this field. Mr. Weisgal had been in touch with an important broadcaster and efforts were being made to work out some programs with him. Ef'forts were al.so being made to push the sale of the Van Paassen book 11
The Forgotten lly1

:. 'l'his book was to be published shortly in serial form in the ew York Po st. 

A final moeting was to be he1d with a candidate for the post of ·•ashington contact. W.r., 11.ontor was also in touch with a gentleman in Washington who had been requested to become piblio relations officer for the capital. 

Efforts were being made to activize further the Christian Council and the Council had been offered additional funds to enable its office to be placed on a full time basis. 

• I" i th regard to publications, the first issue of the Co1 f • dential Bul etin had been circulat d.. 

• 

• 

The Committee for Intellecutal 10b 'lizatio had met and a luncheon had b en arranged fer this week, for a group of radio commen ators and newspaper columnists. Rabbi Steinberg, the chairman of this Cc ittee, had t ro,m ims lf into this work wholeheartedly, ·l.r. Mon tor said. A dir c tc r for t e department has been engaged. 

~. ~ax Zaritsky has aecepted the post of Chairman of the Co ittee on Labor Relaticns. It has been decided that w~. Lourie will rk with the Co ttee on Contacts with Post Wai· Pl, ing Groups. 

COMMUNITY CO -Tii.CTS CO\IJ/4ITTEE 

Mr~ Joel Gross, reporting on the activities of this Committee, stated th~t although all the constituent organizations of the Emergency Council h d been re­quested to appoint representatives to this Corr~·ittee and to lend their assistance to the program which had been outlined, they haven t 11 given the Community Contacts Cornrrdttee their full cocperation as yet. Since the 1 tter addressed by Dr. Goldstein sev ral weeks agn to all the Zic•nist districts suggesting that they take the initi­ative in 0rganizing the local EmergencyCc'4:- ·tt shad produced only limited results, a meeting was arranged with Zionist Organ· zation field men at wh'ch discussion was given tr the organization of local :Emergency C mmittees. 

Telegr shad been sent to leading personalities throughout the United States and this led tc an acceleration int he fcrmation of le cal Emergency Co. i ttees. Rabbi Feuer was touring a number of cities tc assist in the organizati,., n of local 
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Cc .-u •• i t tees , ?i~r . Gross further reported , and he , too , would visit a number cf com­muni t.ies . 

Tc. date , Emergency Cor.~ ttees have been fcrmed in 88 cities and 23 addi io cot1I11Unities have advis d the Comril\lnity Contacts Ccmmittee thnt they have initia ei acticn . For the me st part , ./1.r . Gross stated , the results are encour~ing . He r -ferred t0 the organization , within a fe,· days , cl' Er,ergency Co -i1ittees in 20 com­rrru.ni ties in ew Jersey ,; hich are already embarking en a good program. 

Yu- . Gross ccncluded his repo r t by urgil;lgthat the constituent organizat·ons xtend their full cccperatirn to t h e Cornr,1unity Contacts Cormnittee , and also thc1t th y direct their local groups to address their requests for infcrr.ntion and ma­terial to the Committee i stead of to their natic nal organizations . 

Dr . Silver thanked Mr . Gross for the very ccnsiderable time d effcrt he has put intc the work of getting th local Emergency Committees organized. 

Supple.·;enting Mr . Gr oss 1 s r eport , I,a- . r.o tor referred to the detail ed Outlin 0f Activ· ties which is sent tc the Chairmen cf the local Emer
6

ency Cor:uni ttees as scon as word is r ceived of their f0rmati n . He also reported hat a 5 reat d al of the wcrk in or0 n.'1izing the Cc,ru 1ittees is ein6 done by personal contact - ither thrr·ugh the telephc-ne or b visits tc the cm;.iruni ties . Severa peopl hav vclun­teered thei r services for visits to various cities. He indicated further that it is net t:'nly a questicn cf setting up Ccrru,.ittees , but ev ry effcrt is bein
6 

,ade to see that the ri5ht people ser ve on these C~r. 11i ttees . 

.u- . f.onto r also reported that the Press Depnrtr1cnt was preparin6 a series cf press bocks fo r the 6uidance of the loca Erierge.c Ccmrr.i tees . The first of th se , which contains instructions en how to handle pruss rela icns and d aJ.ing with the ~hi t e Paper, ,. as tc be r ady that week and would be sent tc the Chai cf ever y Emer6ency Commit t ee in the country. 

A letter had been sent to natic,nru. J wish c-r6anizations invi ti g their co­operatirn in the fiG11t a5 ainst the Vr hi ta Papt::r , Md rL questing tha they adopt R solutions calling for abro6ati0n of t ,1· i t(j Pap r and d • r ct tneir local groups as well t~ participate in the campai6n. The reactirn of these organ·zaticns . w s s id to be favorable . A similar le t ter would also be sent this w ek to th~ relfare Funds . 

AMERICAN PAIESTI]E CO Vuf.I ... 1EE 

Ur . Shul an r ported on the activities of this Co ittee . At the first et-ing it had been decid d tc ask iill Rogers , Jr . to act as Secretary of the .American Palestine Cc .,ittee . kr . Shul. had had a long talk with lir . Ro e s but found th t h w .. s net prepar d to se .. er his ccntacts with the Jewish Ax Committee . 

In ccn ection with the mer:ibership c, • E:>"l'l tc be launched in order to enlarge the ,;\r,·erican Palestine Ccmr1 i ttee , Ur . Shulmn.n repcrted that agreement has now been reached w·1ereby the letter which is tc be sent to prospective new nembers will be sign d by Senato r s \iagn r and I c ary , the co-chairmen of the Committee . The ember -ship driv , ~ . Shul stated , w· 11 have to be stir,iulated by the loc 1 E.ergency Ccm.:ii tt es . 

f.r . Shul1:-J.8Il had been in touc with 1/irs . ·orr:ian L • tt 11 of iiashingtcn , who had u5reed tr help in set t ing up a \io~~ ' s Division cf the .American Palestine. C ittee , or, a l t rnatively , 0 tting a nu,.1ber/w0nen activ in stir.nlating the membership dr ive • 
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,vi th regard to the proposal which be had previously made for the convening 
I of a Christian Conference, l,~r. Shulman reported that Senator Wagner was prepared 

tc have the Aruerican Palestine Ccmr.1i ttee ccnvene such a Conference and invite the 
ccopernticn c-f other r.·rg:mi zat :i.c n 8 • 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

Mr~ Shuloan hue a~proachei Urj Arthur T. Vanderbilt, ex-president cf the 
.Amsr:.~Bn :Bar A.s~oc iation~ in cr r.necti r· n v:itr.. cbta ining a legal opinion on the White 
Pa:?br c- l•a-. Yanderbil t indicated -r;hn.t he and other ex-presidents of the American 
Bar .A.ss•:' c :l.ation wruld be prepared to cc:isider signing such a docu1.ent when it was 
prepared. Jr. Shul:ian felt that Dr. Robinscn would be the right perscn to draw up 
thJ case. 

'Ihe q_uestion of ask~.~ g fc.r a hearin~ before the Foreign Relations Ccmrni ttee 
wc-uld be taken up that week with Senator Connally, 1hr. Shulman reported. 

'11he Executive C0r.-ir.1ittee C'f the !rnerican Palestine Crmrnittee, t c consist of 
thirteen members, was in the precess of forraaticn. 

Dre Silver ttianked. ~f.ro Sr..u:'..r. ai. f c r the very considerable work being done by 
him, i r:voJ.v i n6 as i G did a 6reat deal f tir1e. 

PL1:'3LI0AT!O S COl✓J.UTTEE 

ru-. Lipsky repc-rted that at the last meeting of the Publica tions C u1mittee 
l/ir. 1iont0r had brought up tr..e matter of three pamphlets, the publication of which 
appeared to be pressing. The Publications Committee approved of these three pro­
j cts. 

Tl:e first is a twelve page pamphlet en the \ihi te Paper, prepared by ir. 
Lm.Lrie 2..:.1d :l.i ss Schvvartz, and c0n taining a she rt introduction, a sunuriary of the 
provisJ ons c: f the \ihite Paper and '1/inston Churchill 1 s 1939 speech on that dccument. 
It also includes relevant pcrticns of the lllSlldat e and other documents. This pam­
phlet is now on the press. 

The second pamphlet is a reprinting c f '.aurice Samuel's "The Zicnist Pcsiticn11, 
originally prepared for the American Jewish C0nfe rence, which contains an admirable 
surnn:.ary of the Zionist pcsitirn. All remarks addressed to the delegates of the Con­
ference are c:f ccurse tc b omitted, while the Conference Resolution c.n Palestine 
is t~ be aided. This, toot is now on the press. 

The ~hird par.rphlet is to be a ten to twelve page analysis of Jewish coloni­
zation prcjects cutside of Palestine, pr.intin& out their lack of success. This is 
considered p~rticularly necessary invi w of the tendency in Governraent and other 
circles to consider Palestininn settlem nt cnly n. minor part cf the solution to the 
Jewish refw;ee probler.1. 

In additiC'n, the Public[1 ti nns Committee was considering the publication cf 
certain memoranda, 4r. Lj_psky repC' rted .. 

·v:t th re6 ard tc t .e ma6azine II Pales tine !I, the first issue would be ready for 
d'str·b~ticn shcrtly. 15,000 copies cf this isuue ,ere being printed, ~. Lipsky 
sta tec, and th~ mailing list which had been prepared included presidents of Uni­
versities, r.1embers cf Legislatures, heads of Cha.1:ibcrs of Comnerce, and mer.-.bers cf 
Rotary Club~. He believed, however, tha t the public~tion should be keyed to an 
intel:i.i5ent interest in Palestine , l.r.r. Neuman ngreed 1rith this view, nnd thought 
11 ?alestine11 s·.culd g ,1 to selected 5 rcups, to people whc are putting current politi­
cal thought into circulation, such as rae bt::re cf t .e Ccuncil c.n ForeiGil Relations, 
to Foreign Policy Asaociati: n, in addition to the first three 6 roups wentioned 



,. , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

- 5 -

abcve. ed.i tC'rs c f newspnpers and peri0dic'l.J.s , etc . 

On to rther h· d, ·fr. Mentor ft:lt that the ain should be to r ach t e great body cf pocplo whr have influence and who cam ot be assumed to have too intir11ate a knowled6c of JJwis proble@s . 

It was q;re~d t J.at the first issue rf "Palestine" should be circulated a1-.-1cng t J. lar6 0 list f people, us prepared, but that f er future issues the r.m.'line:; list sh"uld be recrnsidered wita a v i ew tc. lir.·iti g t e circulnticn of the riia6azine to a s1.·ull er ruid r.1r re select group. 

FI:i: .A.LlCE COMV:ITTEE 

.fr . Be senblcor.1 repcrted that the Finance C1;r:u,ri ttee 'ad .1et and re ised t e bu~et, tc brig it wit .Lin the figure accepted by th Executiv Cr.r.uuittee . Th new buu6 et calls f e r an ~xpenditure cf ~509,382. 

It was nctod that there was nc specific appropriatir: fc r the Eccnr·-.-.ic Plan-­nin6 Ccr, .i ttee, the Cc.rt ;.i ttee : n Jewish Reli5 icus Fcirces and t · .. e Cc-r- ,d ttee c- n Labc r Relaticns. ~. Rcsenbloc-r. indicated that it rai6ht be pcssible tc use scrJ.e of the funds allotted tc the ether ccr,ii. ittees f e r these. \iith regard tc the Ecrno ic Pl an­ning C--r-.ii ttee, for exar:1ple, tr . t~ontor point d cut that $42,000 hnd been set aside for research, and at a weeting to be held \':i th the chairmen c-f the Research Ccr::;-, i ttee and the Eccn0Lic Planning Ccrm.ittee t e questicn wruld be discussed as to how that appropriaticn cruld b divided. 

Dr. Silver enp a sized that it was ir;1possible tr ask the Cnmr.1i ttees ,.;rhich had net received appropriatirns to functic n wi thcut budoets a: d urged that the Finance Corn~1ittee 6c ov r the budc;et t,::• see w ether funds can .. ot be taken frora other depart­:ien ts • 

Mr . Neumann ur6ed that sc aetir.1e betwee1 nc w and the end cf the year a meeting be devC'ted to the bucleset, when it could be studied secticn by secticn . He believed this was neces sary since questirnsof policy are involv d. 

co·~:l,.ITTEE ON JE'~, ISH ~LIGICUS FORCES 

Rabbi Geld reprrted that ~1is C Llr.ittee had held its first reeting , at which certain su66estir ns were r.ad , nnd a plan of acticn rutlined. 

001.f.MITTEE O c~:T~CTS ,I~H rOST ~AR P~I G GROUPS 

Mrs . Hru.prin repc rt d that sl1e ho.d wr.i t ten t1; il.r s . Rao sevel t fnr nn ap:poin t­r.1e t, which had been prcraptly 6r<-mted , fer tl:is we k in New Y0rk. She nnd three ot· r w01".Jen wculd r.eet hrs . Roc sevelt. They plOLnod ta talk tc her en t questions of the ·\\hite ? aper and tne absorptive capacity cf P lestine. 

l✓.r s . Halprin further rupcrted o 1 t~1e tru.k thnt she and Mrs. Epst ein ad • rui ~i th t · 0 publishur of the Nel Yr. rk ? o t. 

RESEARCH CO ,:UTTEE 

lhl's. Jacrbs ropC'rted the t there 'ad been a number cf ;,eetings with the pro­spective direct r cf t·J.e Research .departr.,ent . There wruld be a decision the f l ow­in0 do.y as to wh ther l e \ culd be able tc t ake over the wr rk • 

T .. e r eetine:; adjourned at 6:00 ? • • It . 

A. L. 
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MIN"JTES OF MEET ING 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

No ember 15, 1943 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 2 

A meeting of the .American Zionist Emergency Council took place on Monday, 
·.-◊ ember 15th, at 8; 15 P ~ :.L i at 41 East 42nd Street, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Uiss Julliet Benjamin, Maurice Boukstein, 
i-~rs<> Judith Epstein, 1/ioshe Furmansky: Rabbi Wolf Gold, Paul L. Goldman, rs. Samuel 
Goldstein\' Dr. Is:!'ael Goldstein-: J(:el Gross, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Isaac Hamlin, 
:BenJamin Itzkowitz. faso Rose Jacc,bs; Rs.bbi ~ax Kirshblumt Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, 
·ass Jeannette Leibel, Judge Lou:i s E~ Levinthal, Irving Lipkowitz, I. Mereminski, 
I. Naidktchr Emanuel Neuma~nr J-...i1ge Eernerd Rosenblatt, Charles J. Rosenbloom, 
Miss Dvora Rothbard Sam Fo ~hstein, Mrs - Bertha Schoolman, Simon Shetzer• Mrs. 
Rebecca Shulman, Herman Shulmanc Louis Segal, Dr. Abba Hillel Sil er, Elihu D. Stone, 
David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmannc Arnold K. Isreeli, Isaiah Kenen, Arthur Lourie, Henry 
Montor, Meyer W. Veisgal. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Martin Panzer, Robert Silv rman. 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF OCTOBER 18TH 

The minutes of the meeting of October 18th were approved. 

COLONIAL SECRETARY t S STATEM.ENT O /HITE PAPER 

A draft of a sta~ ment was read f~r issue to the press, in reply to the an­
nouncement ma.de in trJ.e II01.1se of Commons by the Colonial Secretary that the 32,000 
immigration cer.tifi ,:-.ates a a.:_j_~b L .J under the White Pap r quota and unused owing to 
war condi tir;ns wo'.l.ld. be n1li c.. a :(ter March 1944. There was some discussion on the 
draft statem -nt ~ aid a nm~b~~ of sugg stions were made for points to be incorporated 
in it. It was agreed -chat the statement should be strengthened and should stress 
the fact that the CoJ.ontaJ. Se~retary• s announcement is no concession and that the 
policy of the mite Paper remains fundamentally unchanged . 

Mr. Shulman reported that several meetings of the Executive Cormnittee of the 
Interim Committee had been held since the last report was presented. The Commies ton 
o:i Rescu.e has bben set up and has power to coopt as many members as it desires. 
).t the last meeting of t~e Executive it was decided to invite the Joint Distribution)( 
1~ormn:i.ttee to participate in the rescue work and to determine in what other way they 
should cooperate • 

The Joint Emergen~y Committee for European Jewish Affairs had adopted a motion 
to adjourn that Committee~ and the members were invited to participate in the Com-­
mission on Rescue of the Co fercnce. 

At the last meeting of the Executive of the Conference Interim Committee, a 
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report was presented by a committee appointed at the previous meeting on a stateme~~ 
t.o be issued with regard to the withdrawal of the .American Jewish Committee from th . 
\' •Jnference. That statement was approved and issued to the press. An appendix to 
tne statement to the press - a document of about 20 pages - is to be published in 
~amphlet form and will be distributed to every delegate in the arious communities. 

The Executive also decided to set up the other two Commissions as soon as 
possibleo The constituent organizations were requested to send in their deBignees. 

• Na-. Shulman reported further that the Conference was planning to organize a 

•• 

• 

national committee to work with it on the q~estion of rescue. 

Mrs. Halprin urged that the fight against the White Paper be carried on with 
the active cooperation of the Conference. It was agreed that the Conference should 
take action and invite the cooperation of other groups. 

J"EW ISH ARMY co·,av.ITTEE 

Action was also decided on at the last meeting of the Conference Executi~e 
Committee with regard to the Jewish Army Committee. Requests had been received 
from 7arious quarters, for some action to be taken by the Conference, to make it 
known that the Army Colllli~.ttee is not representative of American Jewry. A resolution 
was drawn upr but it was felt that it should not be issued at the same time as the 
statement on the American J'ewish Committee, and it was therefore decided to postpone 
its publication for a la~er date. The resolution states that nei~her the American 
Jewish Conference, nor any of the organizations connected with the Conference have 
anything to do with the Emergency Committee for the Rescue of European Jews, that 
the latter has no connection with the Conference, that it has no constituency, that 
it is not c..u-r.hcrized t0 speruc on behalf of A..'ll rican J e1, ry, and that it is not re­
sponsible to anybody. 

Dr. Silver raised the question of the League for a Free Palestine, and in­
dicated that before long the Zionists will have to take a position in the matter. 
The League has set up a regional office in Chicago, and apparently there would 
shortly be a large scale membe:'."ship campaign launched all over the country. He 
believed that the Confer nee Executi7e should issue a strong statement and that it 
should be g:;.v n wide puolicity a11 over the country; and he urged that the Zionist 
delegates p~es nt at ~he forthcoming meeting of the Executi,e should press for 
strong action . 

pr. Goldstein refer.red to the press conference he had had with representatives 
of the Yiddish press, \here he got the impression that some of them lean towards the 
Army Committee becauser they sayr nobody else is doing anything striking. He urged 
that a Confer nee be arranged with the Yiddish press to point out the danger of the 
Army Comni tte w s acti•vi ties< He also expressed his belief that the .American Jewish 
Conference will die if it does not proceed quickly to engage an executive staff, and 
urged that pressure be exerted in the Interim Comnittee to see that an executive 
director is enga6 ed. 

v~s. Halprin pointed out that all the members of the Interim Committee Execu­
tive were asked to bring in nrunes of possible candidates for the post of executive 
director nnd urged that the Zionist members on the Committee make recommendations. 

Dr. Goldmrm agreed with Dr. Silver that the Resolution of the Conference on 
t"e Emergency Comnittee for the Rescue of the Jews of Europe should be given wide 
publicity, and that action should be taken on this resolution at the latest at the 
meting of the Interim Committee Executi7e the coming Tuesday. He believed that if 
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we stepped into the fight, the Army Committee would disintegrate soon, and pointe~ 
cit that Washington also was interested in d stroying them. In addition to the 
s ·,;atement of the Conference on t:ie rescue comr..i ttee he thought that the Emergency 
Gcuncil should issue a st-l tement on the League for &. Free Pale stine. He r egarded 
this League as much more dangerous thn.n the resuce comnittee and recommended that 
rather than wait until the next meeting of the Emergency Council, the Executive Com­
mittee should issue a clear fighting statt ment against the Le%'l'\le • 

Y~. Wertheim beltcved we should not wait for the Conference, but that we 
should come out now 1 ., , .... : 1 a statement on the Len[,ue, in which the whole story of the 
.Arm~,r Cammi t tee si1ould be tu:d.o 

:r. Weisgal agreej, w-Lth this view and stressed the fact that Washington has 
been waiting since August for a statement by us disavowing the Army Committee. He 
urged that this matter be discussed in all its ramifications, and a decision taken 
as to what to do with this menace in Jewish lifeo 

Mr. Boukstein thought we should not wait two weeks. He proposed that the 
chairman appoint a small committee to work on a statement and that they be authorized 
to issue it. 

Mr. Mereminski, too 0 v:rged that a press conference be held with the Yiddish 
press people without delay, and -~ha t t hey should not mer ely be handed a statement, 
but that the matter should. be discussed thl.iroughly with them and every effort made 
to convince them how dangcrou.s the Arrey Committee people are. At present they are 
all influenced by Mr. Bergson . 

Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver urged tha t the overall statement should come from the 
Conference, and that the Zionists should deal onl y with the Zionist angle, namely, 
the Le8€Ue for a Free Palestine . 

Mr. Montor, too, thought our statement snould limit itself to the League. 
As our activities increased we should by t· a t f ct more than nny other be able to 
displace them. 

After some further dj s01...s sion the f ollo,, in " mot ion was adopted: that the mem­
bers of the Interim Con .,.~t~ce p:i'e sent,submit to the Confer nee through its Interim 
Comnittee the sugg stion t:t.i t their Resolution b e made nnich stronger than it is and 
that it deal with the who1.e pr:>b.!. m of imp1·ovise d pseudo-r .preeentative groups; and 
that the Em r gency Cow1cil t ... 1en call a Conference of the Yiddish press, discuss the 
matter thoroughly \",it· them: .md issue its O\m s t atement to both thu Yiddish and 
Ene:lish press. 

BUDGET 

Iliro Charles Rosenbloom :reported that about a m:mth ago the Finance Cormnittee 
ha d presented budget of $604,000 to th Executive Committee, and the Executive 
a ,iopted a budget of $500r000. The Finance Comnittee had therefore revised the figures 
and was no presenting a budget of $509t382. Mr. Rosenbloom gave the details concern­
ing the amounts allotted to each dep rtment • 

Discussin6 the budgetr Dro Silver pointed out that it is not a large sum that 
is being r~quested for the things we w~t to do - sending people to Palestine, get­
ting articles written, pub:.i shinb magazines ourselves• doing research work, etc. 

After some further discussion, the budget of $509,382 was adopted unanimously 
by the Emer6ency Council. 
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POLITICAL BEPORT 

Dr. Silver reported on his interviews with Ur. He!l.ry fiorgenth:1u, 
Herbert Lehman nnd 'l.r. Sumner elles 0 nnd on the me .tings which :C:e and 
had had with Lord Halifax and li:-:o Ed.wa1·d Stettinius .. 

.,.r 'r. ~ ., !' 

r ~ r-c -:_ a.r.:i~r ... 

Referring to the talk with Mr. Leh .... '11an, Mro Me:re~inski expressed the op1nJ.on 
tr at the J e, ish Agency £hc,,;.l,"l t.a.ke st .ps -~o app::-o · ch t:i.e United iations Reli f and. 
Rer.~bili:ation Administ:-.::..i~·:.onc E8 ali.O be2.imr d that the quest.io::i of lend-lease for 
'Palestine sb.m.1ld be "va~rf.;~1. G .. ~: by ';he Aeen::.y,. po'Lr..ting ou.t that le:1ti--lease supplies are 
-..1-~gantJy required for Q'.;;..::- w0----k ~~ P·u est5.,1s,, £-371f.,. lea5e and food are tied 1 1.p 0 he 
S[.i.i <lo There are 40? 000 ,t::m.::n~s v,l i(,.h ca:Jr.1o·G be t1Eed beccU1sc we :hn:;re not the r.ece ssary 
machin s~ which we sho-:.:...li g..,t th:r0u.. ?,h ler:d :tease . e Im.1st estabJis:i the princip:e 
that the Jewish Agency has a s k1. "·.is in tho mat ~a1· o 

Dr. Goldmann reported on conv-e rsat:i.ons wh:.ch r.r. Shertok had had ~-n Cairo. 
It was al so reported that Colo Hoskins , as now in Lendon and that 1allac.e .urray 
was invited there~ 

A.s tc kr . Meremin.ski's remarks re the u ~TRR..\,. Dr . Goldmann pointed out that 
t e Jewish At;;ency has no rffi0j al ral~tion to t.n., LH . . ; it has r e lations with the 
League of Nationsr but the U.iR11A has no connection with the Le:,_gl'..e. The J ewish 

ency could participate :i.n ►.~e ~".iR."1.!\ onJy en t:-ie r,y~0anendatlcr.1 of tr~ .nndatory 
Power. :E\:.:rt:ier, Dr . Go2.c1mar.n pc:·!:u. ·ec. O\JJ. it 5 . .3 c.o-,·.~)tfu:i.. whether the JNRP.t .. wi11 
function in Palestine. It. is tc fun.ct ion on~y in occupied countries where there is 
need of foodo UNRRA has no clrect relation to the whole complex of Pru.estineft 

With regard to lon&•lease Dr .. Gold.nann stated that the difficulty was like­
wi sa that we have no go·,7 e:r.n::n.n-r.n:;_ at:itt:.s, cnly the _ ale stin Govern ent could make 
recozru endations in res:Ject. of Iend. ,lca.3e , 

Referring to the vj_s5.t of 0'1lo liofktns nnd fir . iaurray to London, Dr. • ise 
suggested that the Conf::':~Jr..~e s,Jni a j.:>n.1 • d . t,'lt.io to .!'" . Hu.11 to get roore informa­
tion~ He nlso mn.de wh.J.:. he cn1.l3cl th d.,J.:JLf, Lu.6·,~estjon th t since Government is 
sending t.1ro i)eople to . ionc• .. on vibe, e -c.:~::.r.···. a.:d 1. ;7 ~o ·~he Zionist cause 9 that they be 
request d t o send a :fr.i ~c-~.y tf... , to Lcn2._,no T.'.:lc:'t ~vuJ.d be a test, Dr . ' ise said. 

D:-: 
the making 
this timf. 
go to Lond0 

Go] dst uin state~ t .... t in view cf the fact th· t importa.vit things are in 
::.'v bl,C') 10 s ·1,,1.~·JS· :~ i, ✓..er u '3 to ... nv con..._ act i ·tl our people in London at 

.?e1 ht: r,~ it. "K''\.1. ~-l 1-,r., ,: a~·i.r: a·o.1 e ~ he ~- Ji;t;8st edr to decign .. te som bod.y to 
to bri 6 t ..... er. , :..1 c·.~..;E observations and get a rE.po.r.t from them. 

Judge Rosenblatt sup:pc--:ts ,i )r., • ise's St."'-&; stion . 

l/iro ... eumann tho\Jgb.t. th2/ .. we ought to face real.i ty and should realize that our 
Gove:-i:-nm nt is no"t preya--:ed ":-u ~~ f: •:•. a finier in O'l.l.1." b-.;.}:lalfe iith regard to informa,,t,, 
'.·:lOl''. f1011 a"broac .. , h acJ'3ed ·:·-tr#t we w re Po" gd· i·,:.. 11b &1 .. 1 we ought to have . He be~4 

l:•.c;··· ,,j_ t '1n.t n. s r$tcmatic car:!_i:u: en. of e~ · cc--tior f! .ci-~l.d be carried on among the people 
.i::~10 ·:1.tto:r 11 .. nd. iihat the e~or.1.0 .. l..?. p.rob l.un r.:-:101i'.d a.l~o be hand.led ore t:toroughly. 

Mr o ·"i .1 sgal referr'3c. to he si tuat.s~on during the last war, when t,; o Jews were 
sent to . E:p.r'Jscn~ 'Zio115 G~ - :i.uteres·~ e~ nnd ~: en the Zionists had a special pouch be­
tw1..: an r,on.::.cn an,] \ a~-:: r.g·,on., 

Dr< Silver pc-'1.nti:~.1. out c . r'i.a.5n d.:i.fftcultics which applied to the proposal to 
~ck G, "leT m~ . ~ +,c, stn.:. a rr.r..i: ::'r:i en·.t. 1 y ~o th J ws in London . He agreed, however , 
111 th Dr , GoJ.d.b te:.~ thc. t it ,; as nee s;:;ary to send somebody to Engl d. 
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After further discussion, it was agreed that an immediate approach be made 
to the proper authorities for facilities for a representative of the Emergency 
Council to go to London. 

{i.R. BEN-GURIO Is BESIGl• b.TION 

Dr. Goldr..ai~n reported on the cable received from Mr. Szold with regard to 
the resi5n~tion of Mro Ben--Gurion, which hud already been reported in the press • 
',;f.i~ . Szold indiccted in his cable thnt l!.r. Be -Gurion had resigned befor his arrivn.1 
i 1 Pn.lestine, l'nd tr at he :md lf.r. Kirschner, Pr0sident of the South African Zionist 
:?..J<1eration , n.s well as practically nll Pn.lestinian circles wer urging him to , i th­
drr1w his resignation. He ~ 1 so stated tha t the Seu th African Zionist Federation had 
c,rled ?fr. Ben-Gurion strongly urging him to ._,ithdrnw nis resignation; and that 
Dr" \eizraann had cabled t'1l t he we.s unable to leave Londcn at the present time be­
C~'uso of il-portaat per ding conversations and that he had su6gested that a Palestine 
d -le6ntio n proceod to London instead. This su65estion was now under consideration 
; Pa l e..;tii e. 

It was dec ided th~t a cable be sent to 'kr. Ben-Gurion urging him in the in­
terest nf Zionist unity to remain at his p:)st nnd stressing the fact tha t disunity 
in Zionist ra:ks at this time 'till have· r:Jful results for the work in this country 

The ~eoting adjourned ut midni6ht. 

A. L . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 6 

AMERICAN ZJ.ONIST E,'1:F:RGI:., '"C:' COU GIL 

MINUTES OF MEETI G OF EXEr,u111IVE co!; •,:ITTEE 

November 29, 1943 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
0:mncil was held Mond.ay, No.,-ember 29'i;h, at 4:00 P. i., at 41 East 42nd Street, 
~ ,Jw York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mau~ice Tioukstein, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Mrs. Rose J.~obs, 10,1is Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, 
c'.!\·ige Morris Rothenberg, Simon Shetzer, Herman Shu~.man, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen 
S, Wise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Joel Gross, Charles J. Rosenbloom, 
1eyer W. Weisgal. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arthur Lourie, Henry Montor. 

Maurice Chanis of Columbus, Ohio, Mendel Fisher, Robert Silverman. 

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEET ING OF NOVEMBER 15 

The minutes of the Executi7e Committee meeting held November 15th were 
approved. 

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Montor reported briefly on the activities of the Emergency Council during 
the past few weeks. Arrangements have now been completed, he stated, for moving 
the offices at the end of that week to 342 Madison Avenue, Suite 1426. In addition 
to the facilities for offices in the new quarters, there will also be a large con­
ference room. 1/a-. 1/1.0ntor expressed his gratitude to Mr. Alex Rothenberg, who had 
been of considerable assistance in making the new quarters available. 

The first Press !ock, dealing with the White Paper, had been circulated among 
the Chairmen of the local Emergency Committees, Mr. Montor reported. The drive for X 
an enlarged membership of the American Palestine Committee has been launched, 8,000 
letters having been sent out last week over the signatures of Senators Wagner and 
McNary. The address of the .American Palestine Committee has now been changed from 
New York to Washington. 

With regard to Pllblicatione, the first issue of "Palestine" had been mailed 
out to 151 000 people. In accordance with hP decision taken at the last meeting 
of the Executive Comnittee, the mailing list for further issues of 11 Palestine" would 
be revised. 

Mr. Montor further reported that a private Conference waa being called in 
Cle,reland, December 11th and 12th, to which would be inv1 ted the chairmen of all 
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·:.he local Emergency Cammi ttees, in~olving ab~1.1t 100 - 150 people. 

• Rabbi Feuer will go to W;:,i.shi.ngton, l·l1·. l~ontor stated, to manage the work ~-r;e-re and to contact Congressmen fvr the local Emergency Committees. He will also 6 .. a~ wi~h the work of the American Palestine Commi.ttee. Mr. Leo $a.ch has been aske'i 
r0 serve as one of our legislative aounsel in Washington and will work with the Com­
.Jf.Jr.lty Conta~ts Committee; and Mr. Elihu Stone has been requested to go to Washingto1: 
~0 ueal directly with the majority and minority leaders in Congress. 

Mr. Shulman had met with Dr. Robinson, who has a.greed to write a legal brief ,, ,.,_ the White Paper, with Yoluminous documentation, and also a shorter document for ·, ... e layman . 

Letters have been sent to 340 Welfare Funds asking them to adopt Resolutions ~ondemning the white Paper and also to circularize thse Resolutions to their con-
':>.; ituencies. So far the response has been very encouraging, Mr. Monter stated. 
The Jewish Welfare Board has called upon the Jewish Comrmmity Centers to cooperate with the local Emergency Committees in their fight against the \hite Paper. 

A delegation from the Jewish Legion was being received that day by the British rmbassy, where they were presenting a resolution protesting against the White Paper, 
11.r. Lcurie had exrunined the material that was to be submitted to the Embassy, and 
li~r. Kenen and ~r. Isreeli were in Washington to publicize the matter. 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS COI✓J✓ITTEE 

Rabbi Feuer reported further o~ the activities of the Community Contacts Com­mittee. He stated that 125 Emergency Committees have now been organized and a fur~ ther number was in the process of organization. A number of mailings have been sent to these Committees, including the Press Book, invitations to the Conference in Cleveland and questionnair son Congressmen. Next week they would receive the new pamphlet on the White Paper 11 Shall the Door be Shut". 

Rabbi Feuer had visited eight major communities, and had met with the Com­mittees in these cities. For the roost part he found them well -organized, and if these eight communities nre any reflection, he stated, the country is eager to pro­ceed with tnis f·~ht ruid only awaits our direction. He had discussed with the C0m­mittees the question of direct contact with Congressmen and Senators and found t~nt almost univers:ll.ly there was the feeling that that was the heart of the job. 

Reporting on th Christian Council, on behalf of Dr. Voss, Rabbi Feuer stated that the membership of the Council was now well o,er 900, and Dr. Voss is circulariz­ing this membership in order to keep them well informed. A pamphlet containing Dorothy Thompson's address to the Balfour Day Meeting in Carnegie Hall was to be sent to the me1Jbers within the next few days. They are 11 on the mailing list for 1'Pn.1E.stine 11• Dr. Voss is now preparing a pamphlet incorporating the contents of the September 1943 issue of 11 \.iorld Alliru1ce News Lt:tter" on "Jews ru1d Christians", is ready to begin work on the Harlow ruiuscript, and has in preparation several articleso 

Dr. Atkinson and Dr. Voss are looking for someone to work for the Christian Council on a fall time basis. The Council recently sent out an appeal for funds to its mcmb 1·ship and subscriptions are coming in. 

Four Regionnl Institutes were held during the month of November in Cleveland, Chicago, Denver and Omaha, , hich were addressed by Dr. Atkinson and Dr. Voss. Tile 
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meeting in Denver was particularly successful, with 35 people present. The grou.p 
there planned to take definite action by organizing in community-wide activities to 
combat anti-Semitism, to create public opinion against the White Paper and to hol<i 
public meetings of protest. In Omaha the me~ting started in an atmosphere of su&­
picion, which contrasted markedly with the wholehearted enthusiasm and complete 
confidence which marked the conclusion. In both cities Committees were appointed 
to carry on the work • 

Dr. Voss is planning to send literature each week for a period of four weeks 
to those who attended the Conferences and to those who sent in regrets, to assure a 
"'ontinuo-u.s impact. They are al so being circularized for membership in the Council 
.:.ind have been put on the Emergency Council mailing 1 i st for 11 Pale stine 11 • 

Mr. Gross, supplementing Rabbi Feuer 1 s report, remarked that the pirpose of 
the Conference in Cleveland was to see how people can best be convinced and how 
issues can best be resolvedn He stated f~rthe~ that the organization of Committees 
had been given a great impetus, which was a confirmation of the suspicion he had ~a! 
·~hat we have underestimated the extent of the support we can get outside of New Yorke 

REPORT OF lliTERIM COMlilITTEE OF CONFERENCE 

Va-. Shulman reported that a small Administrative Committee, consisting of 
6 or 7, has been appointed by the Interim Committee~ and is charged with the respon--. ~ 
sibility of carrying out the work of the Executive and the Interim Committees. v~. 
Kenen has been engaged by the Conference as public relations counsel, and Mr. 
Perlstein of Richmond, Virginia, as administrative secretary. 

At the last meeting of the Interim Committee, Dr. Silver had presented a 
report to the Palestine Ccmnission on the Emergency Council's campaign against the 
ihite Paper. A motion had been n~opted by the Interim Committee approYing the effort::; 
of the American Zionjst Emergency Council and call ing on the constituent organiza­
tions of the Conference to cooperate in the fight against the White Paper. 

With regard to the Commission on Post Var Reconstruction, Chaim Greenberg and 
Dr. Eisendrath were appointed co-chairmen. Judge Steinbrink has been asked to serve 
as c~-chairman of the Palestine Commission. 

X LEA VE OF ABSENCE FOR MRo KENEN 

• 

• 

A motion was adopted granting lea~e of absence from the Emergency Council for 
Mr. Kenen~ to enable h5.m to take the post of public relations counsel of the Confer.­
ence. arm appreciation was expressed of his work on behalf of the Council and his 
departure was regretted • 

It was reported t.hat Mr .. Manson, who had been engaged as assistant to Mr. 
Kenen, would carry on until a suitable successor to Mr. Kenen is found. 

R~SOWTION IN CONGRESS 

Dre Silver pointed out that by the next meeting the question of introducing 
a Resolution into Congress would have to be recanvassed. The work being done by 
the Eme~gency Council up to now has been taking that direction. At the last meeting 
of the Interim Committee the Conference decided to introduce the following amendment 
to the Rogem~aldwin Resolution! 11 :Be it further resolved that Congress advise the 
removal of restrictions on Jewish immigration into Palestine in order to allow the 
lar6est and earliest possible imnigration of Jews into the National Home. 11 
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Mr. Montor suggested that before the Cleveland meeting the question of the 
Resolution to be introduced in Congress be discussed by the Executive, if necessar~r 
at a special meeting. 

PROGRAM OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Dr. Silver indicated that he has been worried about the concentration by the 
I!mergency Cot:u1c il on the fj_ght against the ·.hi te Paper. He recalled the suggest ion 
made in the Conference Interim Committee to have two Commissions on Palestine, one 
t,o concern itself with t~e immediate problems, and the other to deal with the future 
c;i2,\, 7.s of Pa:!.ec;tj_ne. '!lune ;vas~ howe er~ only one Resolution on Palestine adopted 
y ·.-.i:,_e Oon:er nee,. Dro Si:!.ver pointed out, and the Palestine Commission exists to 

5.n:.plement that ResolutJ.on., He stressed the fact that we have to fight for the Co~ 
ruom,eal th aii the same time as we are fighting against the White Paper. If we say 
we are fighting the Whjte Paper in order to establish the Corrnnonwealth that is one 
thing; if we only say we are fighting the i te Paper, that is quite another thing -
even ~he ;...oericnn Jewish Ccmmittee would be satisfied with that. 

Dro Gold.mamagreed with nro Silver, especially, he said, in iew of Colonel 
Stanleyr s statement in the House of Commons. The only part of the \'ihi te Paper that 
in olved a _dead.liner he pointed out, was that dealing with immigration, and that 
deadline has now been remov do Before the end of the war, not more than the 32,000 
cer 11iifj_cat.es available wcu.ld. be needed. Dro Goldmann did not believe the ihi te Paper 
would be n.brogated , - inetead 1 he thought there wou.J.d be a ne\v policy ounced. 
Be:fo,..e C,J:! oneJ. Stanleyt s statement, there was a point to concentrating on the fight 
against the Whj_te Paper 0 but now Dr Goldmann could not see how we could separate 
i,hat from the fight for t:ie Commonwealth. Thinking in terms of political reality, 
we should fight for constn~ctive action. We should use the fine machinery we ha e 
huil t up for the constructive pJ.·ograme Great Britain is now beginning to discuss 
the ea:- East, and there i:, nc t, time first to spend six months fight.ing the ·1hi te 
Paper~ then to start talkjng about the Commonwealth. At the end of 1943, when we are 
en·:;ering the- crucial Zjonist year:, Dro Goldmann concJ."Cded 0 we must organize the ma­
~o~i cy of the Je;s in this co\mtry to figl:t fo~ our total program. He agreed with 
NI~ Montor that it would mean a fight in American Jewry. 

Mr., Montor.- stated that there seemed to be two approaches, and he was looking 
at 1 t from the pc.int of .. ,.i.ew of tecr.nique.. We all recognize the strength in each 
cornmuni ty fvr the Z~.onis-r. cuti.se:. he sai.de but the organized. Zioni. sts in some of the 
COIIl!IIU.Ili t:es do not bn;;.re t:rn strength to stand up and fight. He believed that the 
zjonist moveme~t ir. Amar:c~ was farther back now than it was three years ago. As 
anti-Sem:i.-~ism has progr~ss!jd. oi.ir Z:i.onists have weakened their posit"on. On the 
other ha.."ld, the Araerican Council for Juda.ism is meeting ·th increasing support, par­
ticularly because the :!.).:sitjon of the Jews tn this co'\.-:.ntry, in the mind of many Jews, 
has weakened~ and therefore the ·threat being used that their patriotism is in qu.es­
"i"--'i.on meets with greater r·espJrse. Also, the Jewish cornr.ru.nity in this country vas 
n,,t prepared intellect.ually for the adoption of the Palestine Resolution by the Con­
ference. 

Our present concentration on the White Paper, Mr. {iontor continue~ is intendsd 
to unite Jews in the communities on the importance of Palestine. He gave the example 
0f the Palestine Ccromittee of the Conference. If we start on a common denominator 
Jev6l 0 we \\-:ill haYe a forum in vhich to state ou.r case. For instance, in Pittsburgh 
fr c. Rcsen1>"i.o::im tried to b":'.'.1.ng into the Emergency Cammi ttee every element in the com-­

muni ty. .Al though they WE.re broti.ght in on the basis of fighting the White Paper, 
they wtll ha,e a bette::- unc.erstan ing of what Palestine means as a resu.l t, and will 
be ab:Le to talk inte}ligenr.~.y abo"'J.t the Commonwealth, etc. There is a great gain, 
from the v~Qlic relations ~oint of view, in getting total community support, Mr. 
Montor stressed. 
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It was decided to hold a special meeting Wednesday, December 1st, at 4:30 
Po M. to discuss further and decide on the ~rograrn of the Ernereency Council. 

FINANCES 

Judge Rosenblatt reported that the Keren Hayesod has agreed to nake available 
the full amount requested of it - $250,000 for the budget of the Emergency Council, 
:or the period October 1943 to October 1944. It was also reported that the Jewish 
National Fund has t""oted the sum of $86 0 250 to complete what has been regarded as the 
~1 edge for the year January 1, to December 31, 1943, and had approved the additional 
:.: aunt required of them~ 

COtt/iITTEE ON JEW !SH RELIGIOUS FORCES 

Rabbi Gold reported that a Conference of orthodox Jewish organizations was 
being called by four leading orthodox organizations, - the Religious Bloc of the 
}..Il!erican Jewish Conference, the Cormnittee on Jewish Religious Forces of the Emergency 
Council, ~izrachi, and the Executive to Strengthen the Torah. From his con,ersations 
with many individuals, Rabbi Gold said ne had reason to believe that the Conference 
would be successful. The date has been set tentatively for February 14th, since that 
was the first day on which hotel accommodations could be procured. 

It was believed that this Conference was most important, and it was agreed 
to spend $4t000 - $5,0CO if necessary to assure its success. It was also urged that 
efforts be made to hold it on an earlier date. 

HADASSAH REPRESENTATION ON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

rs. Epstein presented a request on behalf of Hadassah that they be given the 
right to have three representati,es on the Executive i nstead of two, lhich will give 
them the same representation as the Z~O.A. Y~. Wertheim pointed out that this pro­
posal would mean that the Poale Zion would no longer have parity with Hadassah on 
the Executive. 

Mr. Lourie ref~rred to the amendment to the Constitution which had been adop;ai 
and which provided that Hadassa.h and Z.O.A. shall each have three representatives on 
the Executive and Poale Zion and Mizrachi were each to have two. Mr. Wertheim 
pointed out that that arrangement was reached on the understanding that the third 
Hadassah member v~as to be Mrs.- Jacobs and the third Z.O.A., Mr. Ltpsky, both of whom 
are members of the Jewish Agency Executi e. 

It was decided to appoint a committee of three, consisting of Dr. Goldmann, 
l✓~s. Epstein and Mr. iertheim, to decide on this matter . 

REVISIO ISTS REQUEST TO JOIN EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Dr. Silver reported that the Revisionists had begun negotiations in October 
with a view to joining the Emergency Council. He had informally sounded out the 
four constituent groups of the Council as to their attitude and a cable had also 
been sent to Palestine on the subject. No reply had yet been received to this cable, 
and a further con:municat1.on had come a few days ago from Colonel Mendelsohn urginc­
iliilllediate action on the Revisionists' desire for collaboration with the Emergency 
Council. 

Dr. Silver stated that Zionists all over the country feel that unity mu.st be 
established and that if the Re,isionists come into the Emergency Council they may 
be able to help us destroy the Army Committee. 

X 
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Mr. Wertheim pointed out that the Revisionist group in this country is tied '!.lp with the New Zior ist Organization in Palestine, and that confidential material -'.:dch would bt: made availubl to them there could be turned over by them to the ~alestine Organization. 

Dro Goldmann believed that the Council should wait a little longer for a re­ply from Jerusalem to our. caQle on the Revi ionists, since the Palestine Executive J::-9.s not had sufficient time to disc,1ss t .. e ruatter. He stated that t 1ere were certain tendencies in the World Zionist vrganization towards readmitting the Revisionists And referred to the Comm-: ttee appoj_nJ'"ed in Palestine to negotiate ,vi th the Revision-j £-ts there., He recomr:ien<iac. waJ:cing two rrore weeks for a reply from the Executi v • 

Mr, Neumann stated that he bad spoken to a member of the Revisionist group '-1ere . It had been sug csted to hlm that if the American group reach an understanding :vi th the Emergency Cou~1cil r that mlght be a first step towards coming to an agreement \'d th the .. orld Zionist Organization., 

It was agreed to wait another two weeks for a reply fro:n Jerusalem. 
REPRESE TATIVE FROM CANADIAN ZIO IST ORG.A~ IZATIO 

Mr. U. Dickstein of Montreal, Vice-President of the United Zionist Council of Canada, was introduced. _1r. j)ickstein stated thd.t at the last meeting of th Canadian C0uncil it was decided that in vi w of the fact that the Canadian Zionists hav little comrr1unicat ion with Jerusa·Ler.1., London and even ew York, to request that a rep re sen tar­ti re be invited to each monthly me ting of the Emergency Council in order to be kept informed and in order' to report on activities in Canada. It was pointed out that ,~ . Freiman is invited to all meetings and it ,as agre d that when he is unable to attend,another memJer should b invited in his nlace. 

Mr . Dickstein reported briefly on the activities of the Canadian Pro-Palestine Committee. 

CO. AISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

.1r. umann raised the que stion of wheth r the work of the Commission on Pales-tine Surveys should b pu"bJ_j c~.zun. H r forred to the reasons which had prompted the Commission to ke~p its st:i.:.d. 1.as confider tinl. Some information on the work of the Comnission has bun given pti_-0:ticjty~ however, in Palestine, and at the same time it has not been made a,ai~ablu to p~cp~e in this country who should have it. A pre-1 iminary report has bta n w:i:~ tt n on the proposed pr.oj ect and letters have been re­cei vod from two leading exp riis cxpre sing t ernselves in the affirmative as to its feasibility. 

• ilt ough the Comi ission is autonomous and is rtosponsible to the Je ish Agency, :"r~ Neumann statod0 it wouli like to receive guidanc from the Zionist leaders in t~e Emcrg ncy Comcil. 

YJ. Rothenberg referred to the objections rnised in certain political circles "l. S to the o.bjlity of ?aJestine to absorb lart;e numbers of immigrants, and thought we s .1ould use the inform~tjon ga·:·h.1;,::i-:ed by the Commission as a means of instruction . He 
• 

r~commen~ec that i1 vie~ of ~~e possjbility of negotiations in London, the report ·ho le be ade available to t , e President. 

Dr. Goldmann said he saw no objection to making it available to the President. He was al so in favor of m· kin& it a ailable to people in the State Department, in the Board of Econor.1ic Warfare, etc. Si ce the work was being done at the request of 
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Dr~ Weizmann, he recorrmended that his permission be requested to submit this infer~~➔ 
tlon t0 a group of cff.i.~jaJ.s in Washington and. t o give it general publicity. Since 
the Lcwdermilk book wo·i.:.ld. be coming out shortly, that was an additional reason for 
making the studies publico 

It was the consensus that subject t o consultation with Dr . Weizmann, people 
should be informed of ~h~ work of the survey Commission , but that the President 
s~ould see the report fi~st~ 

The meeting adjo~rned at 6~15 P. M. 

A. L . 

. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 7 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEET ING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

December 13, 1943 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday, Deeember 13; 1943, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silva. (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Judge 
Morris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen 8. 'ise. 

Rabbi \,olf Gold, Charles J. Rosenbloom. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, .Arnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Henry Montor. 

Mendel Fisher, Charles Rome, Robert Silverman. 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF NOVEMBER 29 

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held November 29 were approved~ 

REPORT ON CLEVELAND CONFERENCE 

A report was presented on the Conference of chairmen of local emergency 
comni ttees which had been held in Cleveland December 11 and 12. The Saturd~ 
night session was devoted to general political reports, Dr. Goldman reviewing 
the international scene and Dr. Silver the Washington scene. Sunday morning 
there was a full discussion of practical methods of impleimnting the program 
of the Emergency Council throughout the country, following detailed presentations 
by Rabbi Feuer on the strueture, composition and functions of the local emer­
gency committees, and by Mr. Shulman on the character, present composition and 
future program of the American Palestine Committee. At the Sunday afternoon 
session, r. 'vi"eisgal briefly outlined the work of the Special Services Committee 
and Mr. Y~ntor reviewed the activities of the Emergency Council. The remainder 
of the session was devoted to a. discussion of methods of contacting, educating 
and winning the support of Congressmen and Sena.tors. This session was presided 
over by Judge Fi sher of Chicago, who introduced the subject, and during the 
course of the discussion, a draft of a Resolution that might be introduced in 
Congress was read. ~· 

The Conferenee was attended by over 100 eh.airmen of local emergency com­
mittees, and there was every indication of keen Zionist interest and fine 1~1-
nation in implementing the program. The group present was a very representative 
one, the delegates coming from all over the country, from Maine to Oregon • 

Those who attended the Conference went away satisfied that they had par­
ticipated in a worthwhile effort. The Conference should prove valuable in 
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0oordinating our program throughout the country, with ac~ainting people in the 
,..t•rnmuni ties as to what we want them to do and getting their ideas as to how they 
wa"'.l~ us to do it • 

Much of the discussion at the Conference centered on the theme of the in­
separability of the fight against the White Paper and the fight for the Common­
wealth. Some communities had not realized that in launching a cami>aign against 
the White Paper, the ComnonweaJ.th aim could not be ignored. A few of the loca.l 
Gommtttees had drawn in non-Zionists and even anti-Zionists. It was explained 
in CJ.eveland how the White Paper and the Commonweal th issues mu.st be tied up. 
T~is discussion was summed up in a resolution moved by one member to the effect 
t.nat only such persons be invited to serve on the loca.l emergency committees as 
S't~bscribed to the Palestine Resolution of the American Jewish Conference. 

DELEGATION TO LONDON 

A cable from Dr. Weizmann asking that arrangements be made for a repre­
sentati e .American delegation to come to London was read, and also a cable from 
Mro Shertok on the subject of Palestinian and luneriean delegations to Iondon. 
(Both cables attached to Minut.es). 

It seemed that there was a different conception in Jerusalem as to the 
purpose of the meeting in London than there was in London. It was pointed out 
that the Executi,e in Jerusalem was apparently primarily concerned in settling 
tb.e internal conflict; whereas Dr. ·eizmann was thinking about consultations with 
regard to t al.ks with the Bri·' ish Government, in which he requires the cooperation 
of American Zionist leaders~ 

After some discussion it was decided, in view of the uncertainty as to 
whether or when actual neg6t1.ations with the British Government might ensue, that 
it would be desirable to send a liaison to London to report on developments in 
this country and to obtain all information on the situation there. The llilaon 
would be expected to retu.~n immediately so that the Council might De in possession 
of all the releYant informat:i.on in deciding on the character and scope of a 
delegat~.O~"\.o 

It was suggested that in any case the State Department should be consulted 
t th • .; 1 1 ~ J • t • f 1 

" ' • f d 1 t 1 • th f t as o 9 a 1aJ. ,-a.L . . :i. ;r ~- p:i:.- ... or.• "GJ.es or a e ega on in e near u ure. 

I..l the course of the dJ.scti.ssion Dr. Goldstein referred to the news items 
which had. b e8n a:-:;>p9ar~.ng w: ·!ih regard. to the possib:l.li ty of a new partition scheme. 
He urgec. ·•~ha~ this Dl.'.ltten:· be t:akff'J. up by the Execut:tve Committee and that before 
any one went ·~c Lone.on on :. t.s ~0ha ... f a stand be taken on two or three hypothetical 
sc.hemeso I-r., Silver agre,~d ·';hat :t·:; was imp.lr.tant that the Committee should be in 
a posi.t.ton to express :ttself on a"'.ly proposal but that in the present circumstances 
t.he~e was no ·thing definite to discuss • 

After further discussion, it was decided unanimously that Mr. Lourie go to 
Lendon as soon as it was possible to obtain a priority for him. 

BEVISIOlTISTS: REQUEST !1'0 PARTICIPATE IN EMERGENCY COUNCIL X 

A cable received from Mr~ Shertok in reply to the one sent to him some weeks 
oarlier on this subject was read. (Cable attached) • 

Dro Silver reported .that he had arranged to meet -ith the Revisionist repre-
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sentatives the following day, when he would present Mr. Shertok 1s questions to th8m, and then notify the Jewish .Agency in Jerusalem of the replies recei\ed. 

In the discussion that followed, it was pointed out that the Jewish Agen0:, had not commented on the fact that the Revisionist group here would not break away f.rom their parent body if they joined the Emergency Council. It was indicated that the Re·1isionists know that if they join the Council they will have to submit to our discipline, and, therefore, to the discipline of the Jewish Agency. The questj.on was asked as to whether they can submit both to the discipline of the Council and 
the discipline of their parent body • 

Dr. Goldmann said that if the Executive in Jerusalem did not object to our proceeding with the negotiations with the Revisionists. he personally ould be ready to agree, but he was sceptical of the results. He reported that at the Tecent: meeting of the Actions Committee group in New York, the majority of the members 
had expressed themselves as opposed to allowing the Revisionists to join the Emer­gency Council. 

Mrs. Halprin ma.de the point that if the Revisionists join the Emergency Council and at the same time are bound to their own organization, their representatiTes, and through them the organization, will have access to all material. of a confidential nature. 

Mr. Wertheim reported that he had taken the matter up informally with the Poale Zion, who felt that the matter was one for the Agency. He suggested that the four groups get copies of the exchange of cables with Jerusalem and give · the 
matter further consideration. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that he had presented the matter to the parties more than a month ago. He urged that in this case the parties accept the recommendation of the chairman of the Executive and make it possible for the Revisionists to join the Council. He stressed the fact that having them disassociate themselves from the Bergson group and assist in disintegrating that group would be very valuable. 

Mrs. Halprin raised the question of bringing Mr. Meir Grossman back into the Emergency Council, and it was agreed to look into the status of his departure from the Council. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shulman reported that the membership drive for a greatly increased member­ship in the American Palestine Committee had now been launched. There had already been many acceptances, and very few rejections. The local communities had been asked to send in names of persons whom they knew to be friendly to our cause and to whom membership applications would be sent. 

A letter had also gone out to the members of the American Palestine Committee who are being invited to serve on the Executi~e of the A.P.C. 

With regard to the Christian Conference, the date has been set for February 15th, and the Conference will be held in Washington. An attempt was being made to secure Constitution Hall. The plan is to invite ten to fifteen organizations to participate, (about 100 representatives) and these organizations are being carefully selected. It will then be determined whether it is feasible to invite individuals as well. It is intended to have a dinner session, introduced by Senators Wagner and McNary, with five or six addresses dealing with various topics, su.eh as the aisorp-. tive capacity of Palestine, etc., and to conclude with the submission of a Resolution. 
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CilIE FROM DR. WE IZlUNN I.ON'DON NOVEMBER 26 RE DELEGATION TO LONDON Recei Ted 
December l st 

ANXIOUS HAVE HERE DELEGATIONS FROM .AMERIO.A. AND PALESTINE HOR ADVICE AND COOPERATION 

IN PRESENT RAPIDLY CHANGING SITUATION STOP HAD INTENDED INVITING YOUR DELEGATES ONLY 

AFTER PALESTINEi ACCEPTANCE OF MY INVITATION BUT SO FAR NO DECISION FROM JERUSALEM 

STOP NOW FEEL CANNOT DEUY FURTHER AND ASK YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR REPRESENTATIVE 

DELEGATION COME HERE STOP SUGGEST YOU CABLE JERUSALEM URGING THEM SEND DEIEGATION 

SOONEST POSSIBLE. 

CilIE FROM MR. SHERTOK, JERUSALEM, DECEMBER 5 (Recei"Ted December 7) 

REGRET DELAY IN ANSWERING YOlR CABLE STOP THOUGH FOR TIME BEING ONLY MY GOING LONDON 

BEEN DECIDED IT IS QUITE l'OSSIBLE EXECUTIVE JERUSALEM WILL SOON DECIDE SEND TWO 

OTHER MEMBERS STOP REGARDING AMERICAN DELEGATION EXECUTIVE JERUSAIEM INCLINED DEFER 

DECiiION PENDING ARRIVAL ITS MEMBERS LONDON. 

CABLE FROM MR. SHERTOK, JERUSALEM. DECEMBER l BE REVISIONISTS (Recei'1ed DeoeUlber ~ 

REGARDING REVISIONIST .AFFILIATION WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING FIRST ATTITUDE CONSTITUENT 

PARTS EMERGENCY COUNCIL SECOND WHETHER THEY PREPARED QUIT DRGSON GROUP THIRD WHETHER 

IN JOINING EMERGENCY COUNCIL THEY REALISE COUNCIL ACCEPTS AGENCYS AUTHORITY 
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This will be dramatized at a mass meeting to be held in Constitution Hall that 
evening, which will be addressed ey one or two members of the Government, In the 
next few days, Mr. Shulman concluded, a plan will be worked out for a group of 
people to contact the organizations to be invited • 

DRc LOWDERMILX 1S RETURN 

It was reported that Dr. Lowdermilk had now returned to the United States, 
and it was suggested that he be accorded a receptj,on at the time of the publication 
of his book~ Dr. Wise ts suggestion that this reception be tendered by the American 
Palestine Committee was approved • 

STA'IEMENT OF :BRECKINRIDGE LONG 

The statement made by Reckinridge Lbng on the II Strume.11 before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee on No-ember 26th, at the hearing on the proposal for the 
establ\shment of a Rescue Commission, was reported. Mr. Long was asked by Congress­
man Mund·~ why the vessel was turned back from Istanbul, and he replied that he did 
not recall the details but undertook, if desired, to look \hem up and advise the 
Cong~essman. He made no mention of the fact that the Palestine Administration had 
refused to admit the refugees and that their fate was directly attributable to this 
refusal. 

It was agreed that a letter be addressed to Mr. Long, giving him the authori­
tati7e facts and asking him to submit these facts to the Foreign Affairs Committee; 
and that copies of the letter be sent also to the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee and to Mr. Mundt. 

ESCO FOUNDATION GIFT ro EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Mrs~ Jacobs reported that the Esco Foundation was presenting to the Emergency 
Council, as a loan, the material. gathered by it during a year and a half of research, 
under the condition that the material will be in active use. This collection was 
the result of serious work done by six to eight scholars and comprised Taluable 
materia.J.. which could be used for a number of pamphlets. Mrs. Jacobs also repo:r,ed 
that Dr. :Berkson would start work with the Council January 1st, after completing 
his report for the Esco Foundation. 

It was decided that the Chairman of the Executive be authorized to extend 
the thanks of the Council to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cohen on behalf of the Esco for 
their generous offer. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 P. M. 

.A.. L • 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERIO.AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

December 139 1943 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 3 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council took plaoe Monday, 
December 13, 1943, at 8:15 P. M., at 342 Madison Ave., New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Miss Julliet Benjamin, Maurice Boukstein, 
Mrs. Judith Epstein• Moshe Fu.rmansky, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Paul Goldman, Mrs. Rose 
Halprin, Benjamin Itzkowitz, Mrs. Rose Jaeobs, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi I. M. Kowal.sky, 
Miss Jeannette Leibel, Irving Lipkowitz, Israel Mereminski, Isaac Naiditch, Zvi 
Q;uittman, Judge Berna.rd Rosenblatt, Charlee J. Rosenbloom, Miss Dvora Rothbard, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Sam Rothstein, Louis Segal, Mrs. Bertha Schoolman, Mrs. 
Rebecca Shulman, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, .Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Henry Montor, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. A~erbuch, Mendel Fisher, Robert Silverman. 

MINU'l!ES OF MEETING OF NOVEMB:B:R 15 

The minutes of the meeting of November 15 were approved. 

CLEVELAND CONFERENCE 

A report was given on the Conference of ehairmen of local emergency committees. 
which had been held in Cleveland December 11 and 12. (See Minutes of Executive 
Conmittee of December 13). 

STATEMENT OF BBECKINRIDGE LONG BEFORE HOUSE FOREIGN AFF.1IRS COMMITTEE 

Reference was made to the statment of Mr. Long before the House ~oreign 
Affairs Committee in which he said that 580,000 refugees had entered the United 
States since 1933, whereas the actual number had been only one-third. 

It was believed that this should be drawn to the attention of the State 
Department but it was understood that the Interim Committee of the Conference was 
to de&.1. with this matter • 

The decision taken by the Executive Committee, at its meeting that after­
noon, to send Mr. !reckinridge Long a letter on the n Struma11 incident was reported. 

NEW MEMBER Oi' EIECUT IVE STAFF 

Mr. Harry L. Shapiro, who had taken leave of absence from the U.J • .1. to 
join the staff of the Emergency Council, waa introduced to the Council. 



• 

• 

• 

• 

:e>OLITIC.AL REPORT 

Reports were made on conversations with a number of leading persons in ih~ Administration and Congress • 

RESOLUTION IN CONGRESS 

Judge Rothenberg read a draft which had been prepared by Mr. Shulman and himself as a basis for discussion for a Resolution to be introduced in Congress if it were decided it was desirable to do so~ A number of suggestions were offered in connection with the Resolution. (Text of Resolution and discussion on text on file) • 

Judge Rothenberg pointed out that it was not the intention to introduce at this meeting a document that vould be final, but that it was simply desired to suggest all the general points that might be included. He indicated :further that there was a great deal of difference between a Resolution and a speech on a Resolution supporting it. The Resolution itself must be as brief as possible and those who speak on it should fill in the background, etc. 

It was indicated that in deoiding on the advisability of introducing the Resolution the judgment of various friends in Congress and Government circles should be sought. 

done In the course of the diseussion, Rabbi ieuer, reporting on the work/through the Washington office of the Emergency Council, said that various members of the Foreign Relationa Committee had been seen; also members of the New England delegation. In general it was found that Congressmen are not informed on lalestine and they must be informed quickly and competently, in Washington and throughout the country. Dur­ing the next two or three months every possible Congressman and Senator should be reached and inten.eive educational work undertaken. The key figures in Washington, Rabbi Feuer stated, are at present wary of politieal action, because it may seem an interference with British policy, and because of the military situation. 

Timing is the most important thing about the Resolution, Rabbi Feuer added, because when people talk of the military situation, they believe there will be a military in~asion of the Balkans and Palestine will be one of the spring boards for this invasion; and the military want to assure order behind the lines. He had the definite impression that the Resolution mu.st not be introduced \oo late. This is an election year, and if it is introduced too late, it may run into the rush for adjournment. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that we do know that the overwhelming sentiment of / the Senate would favor a Resolution, if not influenced by the State Department, and rer-alJed t.hat last year 66 Senators had signed a declaration in favor of a Jewish Con:m,,nwea.l'th in Palestine. He stated that he himself had doubts as to the wisdom of ~. -.l·;x-n1uei.ng a Resolution. In certain eventualities we stood to lose more than we 
L1'.gh~: ga-L:".'. But it was necessary to have it known that there is a friendly feeling 
:. f1. Ws.s:Ci.:rg··~on for us and we must try to have that feeling made manifest. Whether iD.e .R\Js~.1:.:r:.·:.; ,.on is introduced in the end or not, we should contact Senators about it a:10 ..;!'e,:t. ~, e fiv.pport for it. After seeing the President we will know what to do ne~. I!l ~:ha m, .anJ•~.m& we should go ahead. 

I~UASSAE Rr,PRmSENTATION ON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

!.lrs .. , E,,:)stein presented Hada.ssah:s request that they be granted a third repre­se.ntat-i.YA on the Executive, and that Mrs. Jacobs be restored to her status as present 
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in her capacity as a member of the Jewish ~ency. 

Mr. Wertheim moved that Had.assah, Poale Zion and Mizrachi be granted a 
third representative on the ExecutiTe, thus giTing parity to all the parties • 
This motion was seconded by Rabbi Gold and passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 P. M. 

A. L • 
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