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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 8 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COVJ.i;ITTEE 

January 3, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee was held Monday, January 3, 1944, at 
4:00 P. M., at 342 Wadison Avenue, New York City. 

PEESENT AT AFTERNOON SESSION 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Y~s. Rose Halprin, 
Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, 
Mrs. Tamar Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Louis Segal. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Charles J. Rosenbloom. 

Miss Miriam Cohen, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Hans Lamm, 
Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Vanson, Henry Y~ntor, Harry L. Shapiro, Elihu D.Stone. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Louis Rocker, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Dr. Martin 
Rosenblueth, Robert Silverman, Meyer Steinglass. 

MINUTES OF M&ETING OF DECE1'J3ER 13 

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held December 13th were 
approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORT)( 

N.rQ Rosenbloom, Chatrman of the Finance Committee, presented a financial 
report for the periot October 15 to December 31 0 1943 . The expenditures for 
this period amounted to $?0~734.65, leaving an unexpended balance of $438,647.35 
of the $509,382.00 budgeted for the period October 15, 1943 to Oc·tober 15, 1944. 
Of this unexpended balance commitments have been made, for salaries, special 
services, etc. amounting to $143,978.00. To date the expenditures of the Council 
have been kept well within the budget adopted. 

RESIGNATION OF MR. VONT0R 

Dr. Silver reported that Mr. Montor had requested that he be permitted to 
return to the direction of the United Palestine ApPeal on January 1st and his 
request had been granted after several talks with him had failed to dissuade 
him from leaving the Emergency Cwncil, A rootion was unanimously adopted ex­
pressing the Executive Committee's gratitude to Mr, Montor for his valuable 
assistance in promoting the work of the Emergency Council . 

Dr. Silver further reported that he had asked Mr. Harry L. Shapiro, who 
had been working with Mr. Montor and who bas had extensive organization experience 
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in the United Jewish Appeal, where he proved himself one of their best ment to 
carry on the work of the New York office. Rabbi Feuer will direct the Washington 
office. The work ought not to suffer too mu.ch, Dr. Silver believed. Mr. Montor 
has left us with a functioning organization, which should be able to carry on. 

There was further discussion on this subject at the evening session. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shulman reported that the organization of the Christian Conference 
was proceeding. Among the speakers to address the afternoon session, it was 
hoped to have a former Chairman of the Bar Association present the subject of 
the illegality of the White Paper, Dr. Lowdermilk the absorptive capacity of 
Palestine, Mr. James MacDonald the need for large scale immigration into Palestine 
after the war, and Professor Reinhold Niebuhr the Jewish Commonwealth. 

A letter had been sent to the chairmen of the local emergency committees 
asking them to arrange for members of the American Palestine Comnittees in their 
communities to attend the Conference in Washington. 

With regard to the plan to hold a mass meeting ii Constitution Hall to 
conclude the Conference, Y~. Shulman stated that some/8ur friends in Washington 
felt that this would not be advisable, and a definite decision had not yet been 
taken as to whether or not to proceed with this plan, or alternatively, to con­
clude the afternoon session of the Conference with a dinner. Mr. Shulman thought 
that in the event the latter plan is adopted, it might be possible to have the 
mass rooeting at another timo. 

NAT I01iAL CONFERENCE OF ORTHODOX JEWRY X 
Rabbi Gold reported on the progress being made with the organization of 

the National Conferenc~ of Orthodox Jewry for Palestine and Rescue. The Con­
ference is to be held January 30 and 31 in New York, at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
and it is being sponsored by the following organizationsa lfd.zrachi, Mj_zrachi 
Women 1 s Organization~ Hapoel Hamizrachi!I Young Israeli' Union of O:r.-thodox Organi­
zations and the Rabbinical Council of .Amcricaq Par~icipating arc the !o"Udas 
Ha1:labbonim ( this gro'l!p was n9.~ .. ,t1_tcluded in the Relig:~ ous B~.oc representt:d at the 
.A!~n~ican Jewish ConferenceJ /-n'una.rgd. ccngregations and about four ,.undr d Rabbis 
b .... J.onging to various groups .) In a number of cities, Rabbi Gold stated, local 
conferences have been held and delegates elected to the National Conference. 
Ch·~(.)f Rabbi H rtzog of Jerusalem and Chief Rabbi Hertz of England have been 
r8quested to speek to the Conference over the radio and have agreed to do so; 
ant negotiations are now being conducted with the B.B.C. to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

The recommendation was ma.de that an outstanding dignitary of the Christian 
Ch~rch, preferably Bishop Tucker, be asked to address the Conference, and it was 
ag~eed that this would be must advisable. 

RE~UEST BY ll&R. ROCKER 

• Mro Rocker raised a question of organization and it was decided that Dr. 
Goldmann should see Mro Sbertok in London before any deeision be taken. 
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MIZBACHl OFFICE IN WASHING'rON 

Attention was drawn to the political work undertaken by the Mizrachi 
office in Washington. References were made to the material sent by this office 
recently to Congressmen and Senators and to the item which had appeared in the 
press about its activities. 

Rabbi Gold stated that a Mizrachi office in lashington had existed for 
some time as a branch of the National Mizrachi office. It was pointed out, how­
ever• that it was specifically announced that the Mizrachi office was narunder­
taking political and not merely membership activities. 

In connection with the material sent to Congressmen and Senators, Rabbi 
Gold indicated that there is a special contribution that Mizrachi, as a religious 
body, can make to the political work in presenting the religious point of view, 
but Mizrachi fully understood that whatever they undertook in this connection 
would first be taken up with the Emergency Council in order to avoid duplication. 
In reply to this, it was emphasized that it would be a disservice to the Zionist 
cause if a special political bureau as such was estnblished by any one of the 
Zionist organizations in Washington, ond it was ~reed that all political action 
is to originate in the Emergency Council. 

Attention was also drawn to the minutes of the Emergency Committee meeting 
of May 3, 1943, at which ti~ the Emergency Committee hnd not yet opened its 
office in Washington; it had there been agreed that pending the opening of such 
office the Mizrachi would toke no action towards opening an office of its own • 

Dr. Silver pointed out that Mizrachi is, of course, not only free to make 
suggesticns to the Emergency Council for political activity, but is charged with 
the responsibility of bringing in proposals for the defonso of our religious 
position. lt was agreed that no cne party on its own should send mo.terinl to 
people in Washington. 

PUBLICATIONS COMliITTEE X 
Mr. Lipsky reported that a. number of publicnticns had been issued by the 

Emergency Council which had been approved by the Publications Comni ttee. The 
first issue of "Palestine" was not al together satisf'actory, he stated, and o. new 
format and approach were being worked on for further issues which he hoped would 
serve the purpose better. 

Mr. Lipsky believed thore should be better cocrdination between the varicus 
Comnittees of the Council with regard to the prepo.ro.ti.n and distribution of mo,­
terinl • 

The Publications Committee as such has not yet been fully organized, Mr. 
Lipsky reported. Dr. Silver urged thnt this Committee be built up as soon as 
possible,that ten to twelve people be invited to serve on it and that when so 
constituted the Committee meet regularly. 

Dr, Silver reported that at the meeting cf the Polostine Commission of the 
American Jewish Conference held that dey roconunendaticns wore made on which it 
was necessary fer the Executive of the Exoorgency Council to act. Tho Palestine 
Coromission would like to have a numbor of publications on the subject cf Palestino 
-hich will carry the imprimatour of the Conference, and they request the permis~ion 
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of the Emergency Council to publish two pamphlets now being prepared by it - one 
on the absorptive capacity of Palestine and the other on the illegality of the 
White Paper, 

It was unanimously agreed that the two pamphlets referred to above should 
be made available to the Palestine Commission of the Conference, to be published 
under its irnprimateur. Other requests of a similar nature would be given favorable 
consideration as and when made • 

Another recorrmend~tion made by the Palestine Commission was that every 
organization that is a ~mber of the Conference should carry a notation on its 
letterhead reading "Member of .Aroarican Jewish Confercnce0

11 It was agreed that 
this was an excellent suggestion. 

Mr. Neumann pointed out that there were aspects to the work of the Publi­
cationo Committee other than those dealing with our 0~1ropaganda material, and 
suggested that the Emergency Council watch carefully/e$erything published in this 
country of interest to us and consider what use could be made of such books. As 
an example, Mr. Neumann mentioned Albert Vitcn 1 s book 11 .American Empire in Asia, 11 

in which there is a chapter on the Near East which is focused on Palestine and 
which is strongly pro-Zionist~ In this connection, reference was ma.de also to 
an article by Prof. Kallen in the current issue of The Contemporary Record, and to 
Ludwig Lewi sohn I s forthcoming book dealing with the Struma affair O 

II Grie,e Upon 
These, 11 to be published by Bobbs Merrill Company on the second anniversary of 
the Struma incident. It was indicated that the Publications Committee is con­
sidering the use to be made of Dr. Lowdermilkis book, of Frankenstein's 11 Justice 
to ~ People" and of a reprint of Rabbi Feuer I s book "Why a Jewish State? 11 

ARMY COMMITTEE 

The question of the statement to be issued by the Eroorgency Council on tho 
League for a Free Palestine was discussed. When this matter had been taken up 
at a previous meeting it had been decided to issue such a statement after the 
American Jewish Conference bad publishod its statement on the Emergency Committee 
to Save the Jewish People of Europe. The statement had been drafted som3 time 
ago and the date of its issuance must now be decided. 

Reference was made to the reaction in soroo of the Yiddish papers to the 
Conference staten~nt on the rescue committee, It was believed, however, that it 
was not yet possible to evaluate the reaction in the country as a wholee Copies 
of the Conference statement had been sent to the entire Anglo-Jewish press and 
to all the delegates to the Conference and favorable comnent had already been 
recei~ed from some communities and groups . 

The opinion was expressed that even if the reaction to the Conference 
statement was unfavorable in somo quartero, it had been necessary to publish it. 
It was recon:mended that the statement of the Emergency Council on the League be 
not issued until January 10th, when Congress recon7enes, and that a conference 
of the Yiddish press be called for the day it is published. It was also urged 
that every effort be made to ensure that the general press handle our state~nt 
in a IOOre satisfactory manner than they dealt with the Conference statement • 

It was pointed out that the Emergency Council had already delayed too 
long in talcing action against tho Army Committee. It was the consensus that it 
was inadvisable to wait nru.ch longer before publishing the statement on the League. 

. 
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The importance was stressed of issuing the statement before the League for a Free 
Palestine takes any action itself . 

It was suggested that even more important than convincing the Yiddish ~re s s 
of the danger of the League was getting in touch with the people who form the 
fronts for the various Army Committee groups, and that some way should be found 
to reach these people personally. 

Attention was drawn to the letter sent by the Emergency Committee to Save 
the Jewish People of Europe to Dr. Silver, signed by V~. Bergson and Dr. William, 
inviting him to participate in a meeting with representatives of other organizations 
to be held January 6th. Dr. Silver said he could not attend but that it might be 
w0ll to have someone else present at the meeting. 

After further discussion it was decided to issue the statement on the 
League within a week, and to hold a conference of the Yiddish press the day it 
is issued. 

A. l, • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIS! EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MDUTES OF MEETING OJ EXECUTIVE COMMIT'l'D 

January 3, 19-M 

EVENING SESSION 

CONJ'IDENTI.AL NO. 9 

Dr. Aba Hillel Silver (presicJ.iJ18), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Dr. Ieraol 
Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs, Rose Halprin, Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Judge Lwia I. 
Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Naumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Judge Morri1 Bothenberg, 
lDuia se«al, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

Rabbi Philip s. !ernstein, Babbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Charles J. 
Boaenblo~m. 

Babe1 Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. lareeli, Bane Lamn, Arthur Lourie, Harold. 
1. Manson, Henry Montor 1 Harry L. Shapiro, Elihu. D. Stone. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Dr. A. K. ~pstein, Mendel Fisher, Philip Levy, Judge 
Bernard Roaenblatt, Robert Silverman • 

ORGANIZATION OF IOBK 

Jurther discussion took place on the question of a successor to Mr, Montor. 
Dr. Silver pointed out ~hat no new execu.tive director had been appointed, as be 
had indicated 1n the af·;;p:r,1con~ Rabbi Feuer was to conduct the office in Wash­
ington and Yr, Shapiro to carry on the work in New York. 

Aside from the question of an executive director, 1 t was urged tha\ the 
entire plan of work, including q\lestiona of coordination and control, be diacuaeed 
thoroughly. It was decided to take this matter up at a w.baeq\lent neeting of the 
Executive. 

DELEG~ION TO LONDON 

In aecordance with the d~ciaion taken at the laat meeting, a cable bad been 
aen\ to Dr. le11marm informing him that the Emeraency Council had decided to send 
a liaison aa soon as poes1'ble for a brief viait to report on the situation here 
and to brine baek information as to what waa taking place in !Dndon. Dr. leismann 
replied, however, that this would only delq matters and indicated tbat be wiahQd 
to conault with American Zioniata at the earliest possible time regarding future 
policy and therefore repeated his requoat that the Council aend a repreaentative 
delegation to London aa aoon aa possible. 

A cable recei"Nd. fsom lloahe Sbertok waa alao reported. In it, Mr. Sbertok V 
stated that he hoped to leaTe tor :U:,ndon in earl1 Jamisry and application hac1 /\ 
also been made for priorities for Be.bbl 11abmen and Mr. Schm>rak1 the other 
members of the hleatina delegation.~ Ctm~. ~~ 
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In view of Dr. Weizmann's further cable, it •as acreed that a delegation 
should be sent to London. (Dr. Goldmann would be leaving shortly, but he was 
going as a representative of the Jewish jgency). With regard to the conposition 
of the delegation, 1 t was urged that the two co-cbairmn should Co• Should that not 
be possible, the delegation should comprise a representative of each party. 

Dr. Wise indicated that he could not go, and Dr. Silver believed that he 
should not leave this country at present since he would be needed here during the 
coming period • 

After IM>me diaoussion, it was decided to send a delegation of four to London, 
one representati~e of each party, on an exploratory miesion for the Emergenc7 Council. 
Dr. Goldstein had alreadT been designated by the Zionist Organisation as ita repre­
sentative; and Badasaah, Misrachi and Poale Zion were requested to appoint their 
repreaentativea within the next two dqa, so that application could be made without 
clel~ for the necessary priorities and visas, 

OOKVERSATION WITH COL. HOSKINS 

Dr. Goldmann reported on his conversation with Col. Hoskins, who had com. 
IIIWlicated with him on his return trom London and informed him of hie conversation• 
with Dr. lei,mann there. 

In this connection, Dr. lise pointed to the 41ff1cuJ.t position in Qh1ch the 
Zionists are placed by not having the privilege of using the diplomatic pouch for 
e~nwnicatio~ between Dr. Weizmann and his colleagues in this country. It waa 
dec'l~ed that whoever goes to Washington pi the next few ~a ahOUl.4 take up thie 
matter with the State Department. 

DSOLUTION Jt>.R OONGBESS 

Babbi J'euer reported that he had aent a letter to the chairmen of all tbe 
local emergency committees asking them to visit their Congressmen and Senators 
when the latter were back in their co1111W1ities during the Christmas recess, and 
discuaa with them the advisabilit7 of introducing a resolution into Congress, the 
timing of the resolution, etc. With this letter be presented a series of points 
which the resolution would comprise. Reports are coming in from the local com­
mittees, Babbi Feuer stated, but as yet it is difficult to make any kind of estimate 
on the basis of these reports. Among those Congressmen and Senators who are frieu~ 
to us, he indicated, there is virtual.17 no difference of opinion about a reaolu\ion 
per ae. They are favorably inclined. There is a difference of opinion, however, 
as to the timing of the resolution. • 

Judge Levinthal. end Kr. Bosenbloom reported on meetings the7 had had with 
Congressmen snd Senators, some of whom had expresse4 doubt, for various rea•ona, 
as to the deairab1lit7 of introducing a resolution before .August . 

Mr~ Stone stated that on the basia of impreaeiona received from cliacuaaiona 
with Congresamen we might be optimiatic, but he thoupt the task of get tine a 
l'eaolution adopted would be a difficult one, eepeciall7 in view of the fact thal 
thell8 will be forcee againat ua. Deapite tbe difficultiea, however. he was con. 
vinced that we mat make th1a attempt to obtain the support for our cauae of the 
legislative arm of the Government. 11th regard to the timing of the reaolution, 
Kr. Stone believed it aboulcl be introduced a1 100n a, poaaibl•, perhap1 aome time 
thia month. He pointed m,.t that in an election ,ear tbe calendar ia ver, crowcle4, 
and before lone there will be a NJh for &4,Jounment. 
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Vu. Philip Levy, who was present at the meeting, pointed out that the Army 
Committee is likely to press for a resolution on Palestine on the heels of the 
Gillette Resolution on rescue, and therefore, if the Emergency Council is to in­
troduce a resolution it should not delay too long, He indicated that we could 
have some control over the resolution and could press for it to be brought out of 
committee only at a suitable time. He believed that if the support of the Foreign 
Relations Committee could be obtained, the successful passage of the resolution 
would be assured. 

Dr. Goldmann agreed that it was important to have a resolution adopted by 
Congress. He believed, however, that to introduce a resolution and not have it 
passed would mean a major political calamity for us, Even if the resolution is 
buried, it will mean that. He feared that such a resolution has no possibility 
of being passed at this time because the executive branch of the government is 
a&ainst it. He thought the situation might change in three or four months, how­
ever, when it would not be too late to introduce a resolution. If Senators Barclay 
or MacCormick, or other administration leaders, would introduce the resolution, 
it will have a good chance of succeeding. Dr. Goldmann believed that it would be 
a good thing if we could find out what the executive branch of the government thinks 
about it. He stressed that the resolution, if introduced, should be a strong re­
solution, otherwise it would mean nothing. 

Dr. Silver referred to the point made by Vu-. Levy, nnmely, the fact that 
the Army Committee may have a resolution ready the week Congress meets. It certai~ 
would be much more advisable for us, as a responsible body, to introduce the kind 
of resolution that ought to be introduced, making contacts with the right kind of 
people, than to permit the Army Committee to jump into the vacuum • 

Dr. Goldstein referred to the Conference statement on the Emergency Comnittee 
to Save the Jews of Europe and that of the Emergency Council on the League for a 
Free Palestine and the effect they might have in weakening the Army Committee, if 
properly exploited among people in Washington. The possibility of the J.rmy Com-­
mittee people introducing n resolution should not be permitted to influence us 
unduly, he believed. He also thought that we should wait for some word from the 
President before introducing the resolution. 

Mr. Shulman agreed that it would be inadvisable to introduce the resolution 
before there has been a session with the President. He proposed again that the 
local emergency committees be asked to work on the following: a formal statement 
should be prepared in support of the Commonweal th which Congressmen would be asked 
to sign, and which should end with the statement that they continue to support our 
cause and will vote for our resolution if it is presented, Whether we introduce 
the resolution or not we will be able to make use of these statements. 

Mr. Shulman believed that before a resolution is introduced, we IIllst be nx,re 
sure than we are at the present time that it is likely to pass. He agreed with 
Dr. Goldstein that we should utilize the Conference statement re the Army Committee 
as much as possible. The matter was much too serious to allow judgment to be guided 
by the Army Committee. 

Rabbi Feuer thought we are exaggerating if we think the American Jewish Con­
ference statement is going to have such a.n effect on the Army Committee. 
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Judge Rothenberg was in favor of quick action. He pointed out that we had 
allewed the rescue issue to get out of hand, and the public will not understand 
why we delSl' in introducing our resolution on Palestine. If a resolution is pre­
sented by the Army Committee and 1s killed, he indicated, it will mean the same to 
the public as if our resolution were killed. 

Mr. Lipsky stressed the importance of finding out the attitude of the Govern­
ment with regard to a resolution, informing them, however, of our decision to 
introduce it in any case. He, too, believed that we should make the effort to 
secure passage of a resolution. 

Dr. Silver expressed the belief that the very introduction of the resolution 
may be helpful in forming the official attitude. He was in favor of introducing 
the resolution immediately Congress reconvenes. The leading men in Washington 
should be seen, he believed, as they return to the Capital and the right kind of 
people should be invited to sponsor the resolution. We have organized 200 con,. 
mittees all over the country and requested them to see Congressmen and Senators, 
Dr. Silver pointed out, because w,3 intended to introduce a resolution, and many of 
them have seen their Congressmen and Senators, who have reacted favorably. Now we 
nust have the courage to go through with the effort. We have a righteous case, 
Dr. Sil~er stated, and the .American people will back us up. He believed that 
tacticall~ it wo\lld be a blunder to delay. 

After further discussion, it was UnaDimmsly decided to 8llthorize the co­
chairmen of the Emergency Council to introduce this resolution at such time as they 
find it advisable after canvassing the situation in Washington. With regard to the 
wording of the resolution, two revised drafts were submitted (see attached) and 
Draft A was approved in general • 

COW.ITTEE ON ECONOMIC PLANNING 

Mr. Nmimann raised the question of the status of the Committee on Economic 
Planning which had been set up some months ~ but had not yet met, and 1 ts r&­
lat ion to the Economic Committee set up in Washington, of which Mr. Robert Nathan 
was a meni>er and which was linked with the .American Palestine Institute of which 
Mr, !linken was the head. The program of both groups, Mr. Neumann indicated, was 
substantially the same. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that the Emergency Council is a political comnittee 
and its work should be primarily political. It had been thought that some economic 
work should be done, but it had not been contenplated, he believed, that the 
Emergency Council would undertake large scale economic research. He believed that 
the Committee on Economic Planning certainly has a place in the set-up of the 
Emergency Council, however. With regard to the body of experts in WashiQB\OQ., this 
group had interested themselves in the economic phases of Palestine, and bad the 
approval of Dr. Weizmann. They had alre~ done some important work, which they 
plan to publish under their own name. Now they have decided to make a thorough 
study which will last about nine DX>nths, on how to prepare Palestine for a large 
scale immigration, and Mr. Robert Nathan baa volunteered his services to supervise 
the atu~. They wish to maintain an independent position, so that \heir findings 
will not be written off as Zioniat propaganda. 

Dr, Goldmann added that the investigation referred to by Dr. Silver was not 
beillg made under the· name of the American Palestine Institute, but that Mr. Nathan 
ha.a teken en office under his own name. The group has agreed that the reS\llta of 
their investigation will be submitted to Dr. Weizmann and will become the propert7 
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of the Jewish _jcency, who will decicle what u•e to lllake of it. 

The queation waa aalced as to whether the work of thi a group could not be 
coordinated with the work of the Oomniaaion on Palestine SUneya. It waa pointe4 
out that the work of Mr. lathan 1a group was of tho utmat iq,ortance and having 
it proceed ou.teide the Zionist groupa might be unwise. Reference was ma.do in this 
connection to tho caae of the ~aco J'oundation, 

After further diacuaeion, it was decided that a ama.11 co111nittee be appoiuted 
to consider this whole matter with Mr. Newnann • 

The meeting e,dJourn~d a.t midnight • 
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(B) 

RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House~ Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, that Congress herety reaffirm 

the policy of favoring the establishment in Palestine of a National Home 

for the Jewish people in accordance with the joint resolution unanimously 

adopted by the Sixty-seventh Congress on the thirtieth day of June, 1922. 

(Public number 73, Sixty-seventh Congress.) 

THAT recognition has hereby been given to the historical connection 

of the Jewish people with Palestine And to the grounds for reconstituting 

their National Home in that country • 

THAT the tragic homelessness of the Jewish people, intensified by 

the ruthless persecution of the Axis powers is and should be the concern 

of the United St~tes. 

THAT, tho doors of Palestine be kept open Md free for Jewish immi­

gration - the victims of Nazi tyranny - subject to the supervision And 

control of the Jewish Agency for PAlestine. 

TH.AT complete freedom be granted to the Jewish peoplo to purchase 

and R.Cquire land 1n Palestine in order to facilitate the work of coloni­

zation and resettlement of Jews in PAlostine • 

THAT the Government of the United States tllke the necess:-u-y appropr1-

nte steps to effect the purposes of this resolution to the end that in due 

time Palestine shall be reconstituted ~a a Jewish Commonwealth • 



• 

• 

, 

., 
CONFIDENTIAL NO. 10 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF '1EETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

January 13, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Thursday, January 13th, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 Madison .A.venue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein1 Chaim Greenberg, Wirs. Bose Halprin, Mrs. 
Rose Jacobs, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tan8r Pool, 
Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Charles J. Rosenbloom. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, .Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Robert Silverman. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMUIT'lEE 

Mr. Shulman reported that the date of the Christian Conference had had to 
be postponed to February 24th, since this was the first day on which the necessary 
hotel a~olIUIX)dations could be had. It had been possible to arrange for the Con­
ference to be held at the Statler Hotel in Washington. There will be sessions all 
day and the Conference will conclude with a dinner, to be held under the auspices 
of the Aloorican Palestine Committee. 

A meeting of the Aroorican Palestine Committee is to be held the coming 
Tuesday, Mr. Shulman further reported, when it is hoped the program of the Con­
ference will be put into final shape. 

With regard to the merru,ership campaign of the American Palestine Committee, 
Mr. Shulman reported that there are now well over 2e000 members. The first 101 000 
letters sent out inviting people to join the American Palestine Committee show a 
return of nbout 1~. The lists used may perhaps not have been the best ones, Mr. 
Shulman believed, and his Committee is now planning, therefore, to use the Who 1s 
W!lo list. About 1,000 people responded to the advertisement in the New York Times, 
although about half of these are Jews. Some sent in contributions as welI.a.IOOunt­
ing to $250, despite the fact that funds were not solicited. 

Mr. Magid.a has been engaged to assist in the work of the American Palestine 
Comnittee in Washington, it was further reported. 

NAT ION.AL CONFERENCE OF ORTHODOX JEWRY 

• Babbi Gold reported that a good attendance is expected at the Conference, 
which is to be held January 30 and 31 at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City. 
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~eleg~tes will come from all over the country, including the southern and western 
states. 

STATEMEN'l' RE LEAGUE FOR A FBE·~ PAT.:E ST JNE 

A report was made on the Cocference called of the Yiddish press at the time 
of the issuance of the Eme::-gency Coun.cii 's statement on the Le~e for a Free 
Palestine. Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Greenberg had conducted this conference. The 
reaction of the Yiddish journalists present had been very favorable. A fine 
editorial had. appeared in the Uoming Jo,J.rnal the following day, but there was 
no reaction in ~ne Day. The Forward did not send any representatives. The pub­
lish8rs of the Yiddish papers had not been invited since Dr. Silver had met with 
them only recently. 

The statement on the League had also been sent, in addition to the entire 
Anglo-Jewish press, to the chairmen of the local Emergency Comnittees, the chairmen 
of the Zionist districts, and to t.he Hadassah, Uizrachi and Poale Zion groups 
tc~oughout the country. It had also been distributed azoong the members of the 
House of Representativ·es and the Senate. 

Reference was made to the advertisements of the Army Conmittee and the New 
Zionist Organization which the Yiddish papers have printed. one of which included 
a picture of Rabbi Herzog and an indication that he supported the work of the 
Emergency Committee to Save the Jews of Europe. It was urged that Rabbi Herzog 
be advised of the harm being done here by tho use of his name in the Emergency 
Committee's advertisement, which is misleading the Yiddish speaking public. 

It was agreed that a cable or a letter should be sent to Rabbi Herzog by 
Mizrachi, giving him the whole picture . 

Dr. Goldmann indicated that he had written to the Executive in Jerusalem 
suggesting that they request the Vna.d Leumi to issue a clear stnteroont to the effect 
th.s.t nobody was designated to represent Palestine Jewry in the United States; and 
a!so asking them to acquaint Rabbi Herzog with the whole story. 

PTJ.BLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mr. Lipsky reported that the second issuo of 11 Pale st inc" is now ready and 
is, he believed, a considerable improveroont on the first issue. His committee is 
now considering a number of proposals which have beon made for various publications, 
and has mo.de certain suggestiqns of its own. He outlined the procedure which is 
to be followed henceforth with regard to publications. As the various departments 
sugeest the need of a publication to neet a problem which is nt the mment their 
: . . 1, . . etiiate ccncern this suggestion will be passed on to the Publications Committee, 
tcgether with an indication as to how many copies will be needed and which specific 
gr0~ps are to receive the publication. In addition, the Publications Committee 
wtll make suggestions for publications which ~ service the general needs of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council. 

,The reprint of Rabbi Feuer 1s book is now being considered. Dr. Lowdermilkls 
book is to appear the first week in March. Frankenstein•s book was being read, 
publication of the Confidential Bulletin was being continued, and a nwnber of 
p~mphlets were being considered • 

Prof. Friedrich's manuscript has been received and is, Mr. Lipsky believed, 
an excellent presentation of the American government's attitude to the Palestine 
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question • .Although there are several things in it that are not so favorable to 
us, he believed that a scholarly approach like this would be valuable to us. 

Mr. Nnumann reported that he and Mr. Lourie had had a conference with Prof. 
Friedrich that a£ternoon. The manuscript had been considerably revised. It con­
tains sharp criticism of our Government for giving us kind words without taking 
any responsibility but its recomnendations with re6ard to fu turo policy are very 
pro-Zionist. Mr. Neumann and Mr. Lourie discussed with Prof. Friedrich tho ad­
visability of publishing the manuscript as a report of the American Palestine 
Committeo, or as an article for Harpers Magazine. 

v~. Sh:ulman, who had just read the revised manuscript, expressed the opinion 
that the second part of it is very good, but he was mch concerned about the first 
part, in which Prof. Friedrich indicates that United States policy towards Palestine 
has deteriorated since the ti~ of the issuance of the !alfour Declaration. Since 
the American Palestine Comnittee has taken the position that it has always beon 
the attitude of our Government .t9uf~pport the Jewish National liome, Mr. Shulman 
believed that careful tholl€ht/ ir~ given to the question of publishing the roomorandum. 

It was agreed that Messrs. Lipsky, Neumann, Shulman and Lourie should discuss 
the Friedrich memorandum further and decide what use can be made of it. 

BE SEAR OH DEPART ~NT 

Dr. I. B. !erkson, who had just joined the executive staff as director of 
the Research Department, was introduced and welcomed. He outlined the general plan 
of work of his department as follows: 

1) Classification and compilation of knowledge and material bearing on our 
problem, which can readily be available £or our purposes. The material will be 
along three linosa 

a) Development of Zionist policy; British policy as expressed 
in papers, debates, etc.; attitude of the V.andates Comnission, 
of the Christian Churches, etc. 

b) Actual development of the Jewish National Home in Palestine; 
what has been done in the way of economic development, in 
education, etc. 

c) Arab affairs and J.rab culture; also developments in various 
Arab countries, particularly as they relate to our problem. 

The best people were sought for this work, Dr. Berkson stated, and the 
men who have been engaged have spent a life time in the study of Zionism and general 
Jewish problems. Two of them had lived in Palestine, - Dr. Schwadron and Dr. 
Weinryb. The person to work on J.·· --.b cul turo and affairs has not yet been appointed. 
It may be necessary to get two people• one who knows Arabic and will study the Arab 
press, and the other who can study the economic developioont of the Arab countries 
without necessarily having a lmowledge of Arabic. , 

2) There will be long range and short range work. The former will consist 
of the preparation of monographs, o,g. the history of the economic development of 
PoJ.estine. A program will bo outlined of the monographs that would be wanted. 
Dr. :Berkson said he had thoughtalso of having the Research Department keep a r9Cord 
of information that might be useful for thoQo ~ho migh~ go to the Peace Con£~ronce. 
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A skeleton report could be prepared and kept ready, so that in the event one is 
needed it could be worked up in a month in a shape that could be used. 

3) Service to various departments of the Emargency Council. E.g., very 
few people have a correct knowledge of the King-Crane Commission report and the 
Weizmann-Fiesal agreement. The Research Department would prepare something on 
these subjects which could be used by all the departments • 

Dr. Berkson indicated that in order not to be burdened with petty requests 
and in order to avoid duplication, his departmen will work through four channels: 
Mr. Lourie will forward requests from the Political Department and also from the 
various orgttllizations represented in the Emergency Council; through AI". Shapiro's 
office information will be supplied that will go to the various local col'Di-nittees; 
and the Research Department will deal directly with the press department, through 
lfa~. •lvianson, and with the Publications Department, through Miss Schwartz. 

The Research Department regards itself as an internal organization, ood as 
a completely neutral politics+ body. It will present the facts and tho person 
preparing the ioomorandum will decide what to use. 

COMMUNITY CONTl.CTS 

In the absenge of ~~~ Gross, 1/il'• Shapiro reported on the work of this Com­
mittee. 202 local/ cgt~f!ie~s have now been organized, and 11 State and County 
committees. Copies of the suggestions for activities sent to the chairmen of 
these committees have been forwarded to the n:embers of the Emrgency Council, so 
that they have been kept inforxood • 

of 
.A.s an example of the type/wc,rk being done by the local emergency committees, 

Mr. Shapiro reported on the activities in connection with the annual Viayors• meet­
ing which was to open 1n Chi~ago January 17th. lfir. Joel Gross visi tod liia.yor Ml.rphy 
of Newark and asked him to present at this iooeting a resolution on Palestine,which 
Mayor l~hy agreed to do. .All the local emergency committees were then requested 
to contact their mayors, acquaint them with this resolution and urge them to sup­
port it; also to present a similar resolution to their City Councils on their 
return t-o their communities. 

lf&r. Shapiro read extracts from letters recoived from a number of local 
emergency committee chairmen which reported on their contacts with their mayors 
and the lattcrs-1 r eaction, which in IOOst cases was very favorable. This wa.s a 
good indication, l{r1 Shapiro statod, of how alert these local committees are. 
He beliovod that a good working group has been devolopod, and the Community Contacts 
department now has set itself the objective of organizing another 50-60 comnittees. 

It was urged thnt tho National Committee on Community Contacts, which had 
not met for some time~ be called together soon. 

CO .~AITTEE ON CONTACTS WITH POST WAR PLANNING GROUPS 

l/il's. Halprin reported on the first meeting of this Comni ttee~ There had 
been a very intoresting discussion, she said, but a number of points cai:oe up ~hich 
... n1t11re clerification. Two of the members present, Miss Jane Evans and Mr. Sanford 
dchwarts, who are connected with post war ,10rk and are experts in that field, 
expressed the opinion that this committee should work under the auspices of the 
American Jewish Conference, and indicated that they were not propared to work on 
a Zionist committee, but would Join one under the Conference. 
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Uiss Evans amd Ur. Schvartz also warned ~inst inviting post-war planning 
organizations to participate in our Comnittee pointing out, that if they sent repre­
sentatives and heard our case, they would imnediately balance this by asking the 
Arabs to present their case. They believed that it was necessary to have personal. 
contacts with certain individuals in ea.ch of these groups, and that, Mrs. Halprin 
pointed out, would be a very slow process. 

Mrs. Halprin reported that a succeasf'ul interview had been had with Mrs. 
RooseTelt; and certain other contacts had been made. 

Mrs. Pool thought it would be a mistake to disband the co111nittee. It has 
made contacts that are valuable. She always felt, she said, that the work of the 
Comnittee on Intellectual Mobilisation could not be separated from the Comnittee 
on Contacts with Post War Planning groups • 

.liter further discussion, it was agreed that without a professional attached 
to the committee, it could not accomplish very mu.ch. Dr. Silver stated that the 
Committee on Post War Planning Groups will be oonsidered as in "suspended animation~: If a case comes up when the contact would be useful, Mrs. Halprin would be asked to make that contact. 

ClWtGE OF DATES OF MEETINGS 

A telegram was read from Rabbi Heller, in which he indicated that he had 
arranged to nttend the meeting of the imergency Cowicil on the scheduled date 
( the third Monday in th'e DX>nth - January 17), and that sudden shifts of tiioo make 
attendari.ce of people like himself impossible. He asked that this messa&e be trans­
mitted to the meeting. 

Dr~ Silver indicated that the reason for the change in the meeting date was 
duo to tr(' fact that a meeting of the Executive of Union of .Aimrican Hebrew Con­
gregations was to be held in Chicago, Tu.es~. January 18th~ which it wns essential. 
fvr him to attend, since a resolution was to be introduced there which sought to 
1·evics the position taken by 1,he UAHC previously. Dr. Silver referrod to the fact 
that Fa't1bi Heller had boen associated with tbe drafting of the resolution, but 1 t 
was pointed out that the matter ffOUld come up at the meeting of the 4d,miniatrative 
f\,~ttee of the Zionist Organization of .America on January 23rd, when Babbi Heller 
~cu.~d be present. 

In order to endeavor to stop the resolution from being adopted~ Dr. Silver 
was attending the meeting in Chicago on the 18th and it was therefore impossible 
to hold the regular meeting of the Council on the night cf the 17th. 

The meeting adJourned at 5a30 P. M • 
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lY1INUTES OF l4EETING 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

January 13, 1944 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 4 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Thursday, 
January 13th, at 8115 P. M., at 342 Uadison A.venue, lfew York City. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, Mrs. 
Judith Epstein, Moshe Furmansky, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, 
Leib Jaffe, Jeannette Leibel, Irving Lipkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Israel Mereminski, 
Emanuel Nem:narm, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Zvi Qu.ittman, Mrs. Bertha Schoolman, Louis SE-gal, 
Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, I-u-s. Irma Lindheim, Judge Bernard A, Rosenblatt. Rabbi Jesse 
Schwartz, Herman L. Wiseman, Morris Weinberg • 

CABLE FROM MR. ELIEZER KAPLAN 

A cable was read• which was received that day from Jerusalem, dealing with)( 
the possibility of acquiring some of the arIJlY installations in the Middle East. 

It was decided that a small committee be appointed to deal with this matter. 

CONGRESS RESOLUTION 

Rabbi Feuer reported on the progress being ma.de with regard to introducing 
a resolution in Congress. At the last meeting of tho Executive Committee a draft 
resolution had been discussed and it was decided then that the r esolution should 
be introduced in Congress at the appropriate time. 

The local emergency committees had been asked to contact their Congressmen 
and Senators during the Christmas recess. Reports are still coming in from the 
conmi ttees, but they are as yet incomplete, Rabbi Feuer read extracts from some of 
those received which indicated what the reaction has been on the part of Congress­
men and Senators and also gave a good idea of how active the local committees have 
been. With few exceptions, Rabbi Feuer said, the reaction has been favorable. 

Speaking of the activities of the Washington office in connection with the 
resolution, Rabbi Feuer reported that during the past few weeks an attempt was made 
to sound out Congressmen and Senators. The reaction in general had been exceedingly 
favorable. The impression received from these contacts was that if the timing wa 
correct and under appropriate conditions the resolution could be introduced. During 
Dr. Silver's stay in Washington this week the ground work was laid. Tentative 
selections have been made for the sponsors. The preparations are at the stagenow, 
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S.g,~bi Feuer stated, when the resolution can be introduced in the Senate at c 1n.• 
no .l.; :!..Ce., 

The next step will be for the Community Contacts department to build~; 
p1fn:.ic opinion in their communities. They will see to it that every Senator an-~~ 
i Jngressmwi will receive letters from every community in his district. Al.sot e.f"-'~) -. •!; -;., 

\w .i1.: be made to have additional editorials appear in newspapers which will be s;,::- t 
·~o the Senators and Congressman. The local committees also have been getting 
resolutions adopted by Christian groups • 

During January and February the campaign to arouse public opinion in loca: 
cou1Il1Uili ties will concentrate on comrrnmications to be sent to Senators and Congr'3 ss 
r.~cn . During iviarch this campaign will be intensified. In the meantime, what is 
hoped will be a very i~ortant, if not a decisive factor will be the convening by 
t-he American Palestine Committee of a Christian Conference in Washington. This 
CoLference will be held at about the height of the campaign. It will ba given the 
maximum publicity. For this purpose a press expert has been engaged in Washington 

If all these activities are properly synchronized and the general atmospher~ 
is favorable, Rabbi Feuer believed that there was no question but that it would 
r esult in the successful passago of the resolution. 

Supplementing Rabbi Fouer 1a report, Dr. Silver stated that he had spent that 
week in Washington, largely to sound out the members of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. He found absolutely no objection either to our cause or to the advisa­
bility of introducing a resolution which would express the favorable attitude of the 
Senate toward Palestine and the Jewish Commonwealth. One or two expressed some 
hesitancy - but this had nothing to do with the merits of the case, but rather be­
cause they felt that the resolution might embarrass the State Department. 

Previously, Dr. Silver added, other Senators had been contacted and they, 
too, had indicated their readiness to support the resolution. 

Dr. Silver expressed the opinion that it was safe to mve along with our 
purpose of introducing the resolution in the Senate; he believed that the House 
members should be canvassed n little more closely before introducing it in the House. 

General satisfaction was expressed with the activities being carried on in 
Washington and by the local emergency conmittees throughout the country. The organi­
zation of the Comuunity Contacts department has been, it was believed, an important 
advantage for our work. It has provided us with a quick way to get in touch with 
communities and States and to get speedy results. 

Dr. Silver al.so reported on his conversations with Secretary Hull and 
Col. Hoskins. 

~RS. LINDHE I i t S REPORT 

Urs. Irma Lind.helm, who had just returned from London, where she had spent 
some tiioo on behalf of the J ewish National Fund, brought a message to the Emergency 
Cowicil from Dr. Weizmann. He urgently requested, she said, that the delegation 
to England should come immediately, and he feels it absolutely essential that it 
should include both Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise • 

Mrs. Lindheim also saw Berl Looker the~ before she left London, which was 
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the day he arrived there from Palestine. Palestine waa going ahead at a terrific 
pace, but it seemed that element, in the Administration were definitely incitinc 
the pop1lation to do thinga which •ould cause trouble. 

Mrs. Lindheim expreasecl her belief that the activities of the Emergency 
Council and the pressure being brought to bear here were having a good effect in 
England • 

POLITICAL SITU.ATION 

There was a lengthy discussion (complete report on file in the office) on 
the Zionist political situntion, and it was decided that Dr. Silver nnd Dr. Wise 
imnediately try to see the President, and if they are receiTed and learn anything 
of importance. a special meeting of the Emergency Council would be convoked at 
once for further discussion. 

DELEG.A.TION TO WNDON 

It was agreed that in view of Dr. Weizmann's request, and in view of the 
fact that he apparently felt it essential. that influential American Zionist leaders 
who represent jmerican Jewry and are known in !Dndon as such be in London at thia 
time to strenghten his hands, that at least one of the co-chairmen of the Emergency 
Council should be prepared to go to London together with the party delegation. It 
was thought necessary that one of the co-chairmen should remain in this country in 
case he is needed here. Dr. Silver indicated that if Dr. Wise cannot go to London 
he will be prepared to go. Before coming to a decisio~ they hoped to aee the 
President. 

The meeting e.dJourned at 10150 P. M. 
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CO.!F IDENT I.AL NO. 11 

.A.MERIC.Al-l ZJ:C;JIST E~RGENvY COUNCIL 

l1H nJ'TES OF lvIEETU G OF EXECUTIVE COfo .:IT'11EE 

January 31 0 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Conuittee of the American Zionist Emergency Counci~ 
was held }oondey, January 3lstr at 4g00 P. Li,u, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PF.ESE ~T, 

Those present were: Dro Abba Hil1el Silver (presiding) Dro Israel Goldstein, 
Chaim Greenberg, Y~s~ Rose Ja~obs:i Emanuel Meurnanni ?firso Tamar Pool 0 Judge ·,:orris 
Rothenberg, Louis SegaJ.~ Simon Shetzerc Herman Shulman . Robert Szold, Da-vid Wertheim. 

Dr. lo Bo Berkson 9 Rabbi Leon Io Feuerg Arthur Lourie 0 Harold Po ianson 9 
Su.lami th Schwartz 9 Harry Lo Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn. Judt;e :Bernard ~ Rosenblatt., 

cor u::ITTEE ON LA:BOR REL.AT IO s 

lnr . Max Zaritskyc who had accepted the chairmanship of the Cormnittee on Labor 
RelatiC'ns, ,vas warmly welcomedo :(t"o Zari ts state ·that it would be the task of 
the Labor Ralations Committee to rally to the Zionist cause the central) national 
and locaJ. organizations of the American Fed.eration of Labor and the Council of In­
dustrial Organizations~ iith the cooperation of the leadership of these two labor 
grou.ps, he indicated everything would be done to make it known to the ,1orld that 
American Labor understands and is in sympathy with our problem~ 

CONGRESS RESOLUTION 

Rabbi Feuer reported that two identical Resolutions~ lm.o,m as Hn Ro 418 and 
419 9 had been introduced in the House of Representatives on January 27th0 by Congres 
man Jazoos Ho Wright, Democrat of Pennsylvania atd Congressman Ra.nulf Com1r~on, Re­
p~blican of Connecticuto The introduction of the Resolutions was accoIJ¥)anied by 
hearty statements of endorsement by Majority Leader cCormack and Minority Leader 
Martin. 

It was hoped to have the Resolution introduced in the Senate the following 
day (February 1st), Rabbi Feuer statedo Senator Wagner would introduce it for the 
Democrats and Senator Ta.ft for the ReFJ.blicanst> and it was also hoped that the 
introduction of the Senate Re~ai\~tkon would be accompanied by supporting addresses 
by Majority Leader ~arcla¥ ana/iinority Leader White . 

The next step, steering the Resolutions through the hearings in the House and 
S0 nate Foreign Affairs Committeest and then through the House and Senate, will requj~ . 
Rabbj Feuer indicated, an intensive Zionist prop~anda. ~aignb 

Dr. Silver, supplementing Rabbi Feuer 2s reportv stated that the latter and 
Mro Leo Sach, as well as I,:r~ Elihu. Stone 0 deserve a great deal of credit for the 
euccessful. launching of the Congress Resolutions. The general feeiing i~ Washil)€ton 
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has been very favorable, he said, and he felt hopeful that everything would go well! 
Of course., he warned• ob atacles might be encountered, ,1hich mi.st be expec t ed in 
VU.blio 1ife• 

It was further reported that the !merioan Jewish Conference, through its 
Palestine Comnission, is giving vigorous rupport to the Resolutions before Congrcsso 
A method of procedure by which to mister the public opinion of American Je\-rry has 
been outlined by the Palestine.. Commission, and part of this program is a ready being 
put into effect • 

APPOINTMENT WITH THE PRESIDEN'f 

In reply to a question as to the progTess made iith regard to obtaining an 

appointment uith the President, Dr. Silver reported that a letter had been sent by 
Dr. Wise to the President asking for an appointmenti and appointment was promised 
for February 2nd or 3rdo Ho~everr, Dr. Wise had subsequently telephoned General 
Watson, aide to the President 9 and requested an appo i ntment for February 14th, since 
he was leaving for the coast on January 30th and would not return until that time. 

Dr. Silver stated that as soon as he learned of this, he telephoned Dr. Wise 
on Saturday and expressed the opinion that it was a serious mi stake to postpone the 
appointmentc and Dro Wise indicated he would. get in touch with General Watson to ask 
that the original date be restoredo Dr. \"/ise was to telephone Dro Silver on SWlday, 

but Dro Silver did not hear from him and he left for the coast that dayo 

It was further reported that at a smaJ.l meeting convened the previous Thursday 
by Dr. Wise it was learned that word had been received to the effect that it r10uld 
be impossible to ~et with the President ,tithout Judge Proskauer, representing the 
.American Jewish Committee, and Hr. Held~ repre sonting the Jewish Labor Comutlttee, 
bei~ present since tno delegations would not b o receivedo Dro lisc had been re­
<?le sted to agree to a joint delegation. u-. Szold stated that ho bad expressed tho 
• .'. eu at this meeting that under no circumstances should Dr. \"ise and Dr. Silver 
~c company Judg9 Proskau.cr. So~ of the other people present at the meeting had not 
agreed with him. 

Dro Silver stated that he had telephoned Dro \"ise about the report that it 
would have to be a joint delegation to the President. Dlld indicated that under no 
circumstonces should he and Dr0 ~ise go together with the others, because they were 
going for a different purposeo 

In the ensuing discussion it was urged that Dr" \·✓1se be contacted and asked 
to coDllillnicate with General Watson to arrange for as early an appointment as possible. 
for Dr. Silver and, if Dr. Vise could not got back in time 0 for another member of 
the Executive to occompany himo 

After further discussion it was agreed to get in touoh immediately uith tho 
proper people in Washington uith a view to ensuring that no statozoont is made oxccpt 
·.,o a Zionist delegation; al.so to rliro Dre Wisc asking him to arrango for an ea.'t"lior 
a,pointment 0 It was further agrood that if wo aro advised that the appointment with 
the President m.1.st be togetht:lr with representati\"es of the American Jewish Committee 
·-.:..1d the Jewish Labor Committee 0 we should refuse to participate in the delega~.on • 

DELEGATION TC LOlmoN 

A cable received from Dro Goldmann was reported. Dr. Goldmann. indicated 
>-hat he wou.ld cable again on JarIUA-:y 25th concerning the Ameri~~n ➔ olot:.q+i.on and 

t;~'3 • a.d.Viaa.bil:i ty C'f Lr ,l ·ise, Dro Silver and Mr0 Lipsky e;oing to Londono 
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It was also reported that a letter had been received that dcy from the State 

Department indicating that it would not be possible to provide air priorities for 

the delegation to London
0 

but every effort ~ould be ma.de to find accomnodation for 

t hem on fast surf ace ships when they will have been informed as to when the dele-

ga tion is ready t o depart. 

With regard to his going to London, Dro Silver stated that this depended on 

what we uill learn should the interview with the President come off. If it uill b e 

indicated that no concrete proposaJ.s are to be made and will not bo until after tho 

war, then he would rogard it as rather futile for him to go to London., If(I ho .-,ever 11 

it is learned that definite proposals arc being considered: naturally i\ Tiou ld be 

imperative f or Dre Wise and himself to go. The Resolutions in Congress ,.-Jill require 

a great doal of work Dr. Sil\rer pointed out, and he Tim.1.ld therefore not ,;is.Ll to 

leave for London unless something concrete is going to be discussed there . 

It nas suggested that Dr
0 

Silver make application for an air priority i rmn di­

ately in order to avoid delay in the event that it is necessary for him to go ·to 

London. The members of the dclegaticn uero rcqu,.,stcd to inform U-o Lourie , tlthout 

delay uhen they arc prepared to loaveo 

C01,JUTTID3 ON INTELiECruAL ,OJ3ILIZATI 

1,:r. ia.rvin Lm·,enthal uho had undertaken to do a specific and important piece 

of uork for this Comrnittoe
0 

Jas introducedo :ire Lo~onthal expressed his pleasure 

at being back in Zior..ist uo1·k after a.11 these years and hoped that ho \JOuld be able 

to make somc contribution to tne uork. 

• Alv~RICAli PA.IESTINE co· 1u·;ITTEE 

Ur. Shulman re1)orted t 1at the date of the Chri stian Conference had been changer 

from Febru.cll'y 24tl to Ha.rch 9th. The postponement wa due to the fact that the 

;~r.rangements 1u.ade at the Statler Hotel were four d to be inadequate and it nas found 

:-1e ~essary to make s me change s in these arrangements as \;ell as in other mechanics 

I 

• 

·- f the Conference . Also, there bad no l; been sufficient response as yet from the 

,., ... ru.n·t· _,..,mil 1. 1es. 

i1ir
0 

Shulman pointed ou.t that holding the Conference on lfarch 9th would fit in 

better than February 24th v ith the limax of the work on the Resolutions before 

Congresso 

p·ra1ICATIJ S CO HTTD 

In the absence of i.T,, Lipsky
9 

/iiss SUlamith Schuartz reported on the aotiviti 

of the Publications Committee . The Lowdermilk book rlil l nppear on ·;arch 8th, but 

some copies would be available for use on February 15th. tu-. Lipsky uas nou uorkin 

on the third itsue of .:Pal cstinc11 
9 in which there will be a def i nite attempt to lin 

~he 1922 Resolution ·.dth the present one before Congress" The Confidential ::B'ulleti 

1\0 o 4, \7hich was about ready O would deo.l Tii th the work of the Emergency CmJncil . 

i'~t bi Fouer •1 s book ,1as b ing reprinted, copies to be sold at 35 cents /iro Lowont1. 

·,•i .. ~s working or.. Fra."lkenstein' s book II Ju.st:.ce t.o Icy Pe.:>ple11 and a pamphlet pr p.'.ll'ed ~ 

, . • Lo Jen":· ru.. 11 The Promi s o:f Palestinc'1 , Tia s now on tho presso 

Prof. :Friedrich~s muroorandum is to bo p .. intod in a sho:t"t :1.0 versinn f' ,-. ~ ~-'­

Christian Con erence. Thero w 1t:, also plans for its publicati n olsO'.::here . 

?Pi::TI SS DEPART •. :ID.r T 

It uas reported th t the Pr.oss Dopartment hnd boon working day a.ad nigh~ on 



the Congress Resolution and the Orthodox Conference. The second Press book bad 
appeared, and dealt with Palestin91s contribution to the war effort. 

Tho c..ttG:ition of the Executive was drawn to the three page spread in the p·· 
of January 30th1 which it was agreed ,-ias excellent. 

With regard to radio, it was reported that although there has been no succes' 
as yet in making direct contact with the leading collllilSntators» some of the locaJ. 
broadcasters hav been using our releases. 

• MR. SZOLD € S fil;COivJviENDAT IONS 

• 

I 

• 

llir. Robert Szold: who had recently returned from Palestine, was warmly \":el­
comed back. He indicated that at this xooeting he would discuss only such matters 
ta.ken up by him in Pal stine which required action by the Executive. 

1 ~no of these was the question of !DBking it possibl for the Yishuv to pu:rc~aseJ8f the war materials in the Near East after t e war ~ such as barracks, 
factories 0 la·~h s ~ machinery 0 etcc~ which will require the consent of the Palestine 
Government and the ,'iiddle East War Supply Board. 

2o .Another was the problem of the transitional period between war and pea ce, to which the members of the Jeuish ency E.."{ecu.tive haYe been giving serious con­
sideration. They feel they can hanQ~e t he situa tion if they can obta in raw material s 
and machinery. Here ag~in it is a que stion of getting the consent of the Palestine 
Government and th fiddle East \,a.r Supply :Board. 

In connection ,;,i th this matter J :ir., s~old poi.n-t ed out tha t Pal estine is no".7 
a semi-industrial country.. If v,ar orders cease , ther e will be an u.11 employment 
problem. Ono of the most sympathetic and b e st informed .4.merican army offic rs i u 
Cairo: ,1ith .,horn he had discussed the matter cf wa -= orders for Palestine, had i n i­
cated that t~1e army ;,as moving on and wou ld no longer require very Im1Ch from Pales­
tine O but advi sed that we ap roach the United ations Rsli.ef and Rehabilitation 
Administrati n. If they see fit to place substantial orders in Palestine for goods 
that they can use in eastern Europe, that ¥Ould take up the slack after var orders cease. 

Mro Szold requested that a special committee be appointed to take up this 
matter .vi th Ul BRA. He str s~ed the great iwportance of doing so and of follo :Jing 
the correct procedure J He pointed out that if would be a goou thing for UllRRA as 
well if they could get supplies in Pale.,tine a..-id thus saYe ca go spac . This might 
also servd to give work to som of the Je,,s ,- ho might otherwise reqt:ire relief" 
This matter should also be t::Jcc:::i up ·.;ith th J'oint Distribution Committee, Mr. Szold believed. 

3. Rescue uork: Palestine Jews arc very nuch concerned about the rescue of their brethern abroado They have done a considerable a.count in this direction0 They have been able to got packages into impos ible places and they have been able 
to got pooplo out of impossible placoso They have spont su~stantial sums for this 
workg Mr. I~plan advanced. 1'unds from the Jcy1ish .A.gency Treasury for tho purpose, 
not knowing \"thon it would be ropaido The .Agency gave lJ0 Szold figures as to the 
a~ounts they are spending and they askod that America sond a considorablo sum of 
r;_ Jn\Jy o-.rcry luvi .. th ~o help thorn. 

Va-a Szold suggcstod thn.t it might bo worthwhile to ask Vu- Elialru. Dobkin to r:-.omo over and tell us more about this work. He also sug6ested that representation• Je made to the J.D.C. 1 and indicated thn.t Dr. Schwartz, r~presen~ative of the JoD.C. 

X 
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who had been in Palestine reeently, was apparently convinced of the desirability 
of doing this work ~nd 0£ the capacity of the Jewish Agency to do it • 

In conr-,Qction with the rescue activities of the Jewish Agency, a cable re­
ceivr-a £r,•aJ. fir . Shertok was read, stating that funds were desperately needed for 
tA!s work and indicating that since Iva-. Szold left the country the opportunities for 
assistance to refugees and the requirements had greatly increased. 

Another rooominendation made by Mr. Szold was that someone be sent to Cairo 
as a permanent representative, in connection with the Middle East Supply Center • 
He thought that an .American wouid be highly desirable - one who knows Palestine and 
particularly industriru. Palestine. The Jewish .Agency has wn.nted to establish a 
Cairo office for many years, he pointed out. ·.fir. Szold indicated that he could 
suggest somebody for this post. 

In the ensuing discussion on the res-cue uork, Y~. Shulman pointed out that 
a directive has already gone out from the War Refugee Board to the American diplow 
matic representatives asking them to make -0.n immediate report on tho possibilities 
of rescueo He indicated thnt the Rescue Conmission of the Conference was in con­
tinual cortact with the War Refugee Board. The J.D.Co, Mr. Shulman reported, is 
making a monthly contribution to the Jewish Agency for rescue work. Apparently, ns 
is indicated by the cable from lAro Shertok, the Agency is not satisfied with the 
mnount they nre getting nnd nre therefore asking for larger sums. If indications are 
received of renl opportunities for rescue, it should be possible, U-ci Shulmnn be­
lieved~ to obtain eovernment grants to supplement the funds of the private agencies. 

It wns agreed th t the ques.tion of the rescue work could be handled adequately 
by the Conferenee. Mr. Szold was requested to maintain contact with the Rescue Com,.. 
mission of the Conference. With xegard to a sug estion that some qualified person 
be invited from Palestine to discuss possibili ties 1 it was thought that Mr. Dobkin 
,1as the right men, if he knoi:v3 English'"' If not, it was suggested that Goldie Myerson 
be asked to come. 

With regard to the matter of securing uar materials for the Yishuv, Dr. Silver 
referred to the committee already appointed, on the receipt of r.r. Kaplan's cable 
on this subject (reported in Mim1tes of January 13) headed by !.r. Neumann. This 
Committee was requested to get in touch with Mr. Szoldo 

.A.s to la: . Szoldi s recommendations concerning UNRRA, 1r. Szold was appointed 
~hairman of a co · ·ttee to deal with this matter and was requezted to select tuo 
or throe others to work uith himo 

H.ADASSAH 1 S OF.:EER TO UNBBA 

Mrs. Pool reported that that the National Board of Hadassah had voted to 
offer to UNRRA the sa.ire cooperation they offered to the ijar Department at the out­
break of war in mukirJ€ available to them tho services of' their institutions and per­
sonnel in Palestine. 

The meeting adjonrned at 6:15 P. ~. 

A. L . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 12 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETifG OF EXIDCUT IVE COMMITTEE 

February 7, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency Council 
was held Monday, February 7th, at 4:00 P. M., at 1720 - 16th Street, N. W., WashingtCJj 
D. C. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Herman Shulman, 
Elihu D. Stone, Robert Szold, Mrs. Denise Tourover, Meyer i. ieisgal, David Uertheim. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arthur Lourie, Abram s. Magida. 

Dr. Joseph Cobn,Isaiah L. Kenen. 

MEETING HTH PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver reported that on February 3rd, he received a letter from General 
Watson, aide to.the President, stating that the President agreed to receive the 
following persons on February 14th: Dr. Uise, Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. ~nnsky, 
V.t.r. Blaustein and Mr. Held. The letter uent on to aay: "I understand this Confer­
ence has been requested of the President in order to discuss the continuance of 
immigration into Palestine and the settlement of refugees therein. Will you please 
notify me of your ability to attend at that tine.• 

Dr. Silver indicated that this letter had come as a surprise to him since he 
thought that it had been made clear that we were opposed to such a meeting. Follo,rlng 
its receipt he had been in touch with Dr. \4'iae in Ios .Angeles, and Dr. \{ise wired 
asking for a preliminary meeting with the President for only the Zionist representer­
tives. Dr. Silver followed this up with a telephone call. It appeared, however, 
that confusion had arisen owing to the fact that two meetings wei-e being arranged 
at the same time by different persons. 

Mr. ilDnsky telephoned from ChiC8l;O a half hour ago, Dr. Silver zeported, con­
cerning the meeting called for the 14th, the invitation to which came as a complete 
surprise to him as well. He had seen Mr. m.austein and Judge Proskauer in Pittsburgh, 
and they also did not lmow what the meeting was about. The latter had indicated to 
Y.t.r. lk>nsky that if the Zionists would bring up the whole Zionist program at the inter­
view with the President, they would have to speak against it, a.nd they therefore re­
quested that all those present at the meeting discuss only matters on which they all 
had similar views. 

Dr. Goldstein, Dr. \iise, Mr. l~nsky and he had not yet replied to the invita­
tion~ Dr. Silver said. He did not lmow •hat the other three had done. He asked for 
thE instructions of the Executive Committee. 

In the ensuing discussion, the dangers involved in such a meeting as proposed 
by tha he~ioen~ weJ"e Jtresssd. ~e Zion:tst repreaentativn~ would be unable to take 
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up with the President the matters r1hich they wished to discuss ni th him nor to obtai:· 
the information they are seeking from him. If they conveyed to him their position 
with regard to the future of Palestine - the poei tion taken by the A.m3rican Jeuish 
Conference - and requested his help, some members of the delegation would no doubt 
oppose th.is position and the meeting would develop into a quarrel between t~o Jewish 
groups. There was also the danger that if this rooeting were held, it might not be 
possible to have another interview with the President for a long time to come. At 
this interview, the President might make some statement about Je\7ish immigration to 
Palestine not being cut off, which would be hailed as a victory by the non-Zionists 
present. If this interview is granted and some statement is issued, the impression 
will be created that the administration is doing everything for us, and this uill 
make only more difficult our fight for the full Zionist program. ~e would be placed 
in a very embaz-rassing and difficult position. 

On the other hand, there v,as the undesirability of appearing \o refuse an 
appointment with the President. It was believed, however, that it could be made 
clear that there has evidently been some confusion in setting this appointment1 that 
what we had asked for was a meeting for two people with the President to discuss 
Palestine. 

It was fel1 1atrongly that some way nust be found of presenting our views to 
the President, and it was agreed that every effort should be made to arrange for a 
preliminary meeting with him for Dr. Wise nnd Dr. Silver. It was also suggested 
that Wa-. ~Dnsky be asked to accompany this delegation, which would make it a dele­
gation of the Conference. ijith regnrd to the larger meeting proposed for the 14th, 
i\ was deoided that it would be impos ible for us to po.riicipate in a joint meeting 
with anti•Zionis\s and that our efforts be concentrated on obtaining a separate 
appointment . 

CONGBESS P.EOOLUTI0N 

Mr. Szold pointed to the undesirability of retaining the word "ultiII1D.tely" 
in the last part of the Resolution before Congress, reading"•·• so that the Janish 
people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratig Jewish Com­
mon~ealth.u In the light of the BiltD:Ore resolution and the Palestine resolu•ion 
adopted by the .American Jewish Conference, the use of the word 11ultimatelyff see~d 
to imply a change in our position. It might be interpreted, Mr. Szold pointed out, 
to mean that we \1ould agree to another lwidate after the war, for example, nhereas 
what we want is a speedy transfer of Jews, and Palestine reconstituted as a Jewish 
Common\7ea1 th as soon as possible. 1'.r. Szold raised the question, therefore, as to 
what could be done to revise the oording of the resolution so as to exclude the word 
11ul timatel.ya' from the last sentence. He suggested that perhaps the matter might be 
explained to those who have introdu~ed the resolution in the House and Senate and he 
believe that they might not objec11 lo making the ahonge. Those who would oppose it, 
he pointed out, would oppose the resolution in either form. 

In the course of the discussion that followed, the opinion was expressed that 
there mitlht be serious opposition if we askod to have the mrd "ul timatelf' deleted. 
It would be creating an issue which might affect t~Refa~e of the Jeuish Commonwealth 
section of the resolution. It was unfortunate tbatrtard 11ul tima.tely'1 had been in­
sertedi but in the circumstances 1t nould be better not to press for its deletion at 
this stagec- Perhaps it might be possible to do so later on and it was agreed that i J 

should be borne in mind that we want to make the change and endeavor to do so at th1. 
proper time. 

It uas further pointed out that when the resolution came before the House it 
would be interpreted in the courae of statements ma.de on its behalf and it can then 
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be made clear in the supporting speeches exactly what is meant. 

NATIONAL PETITION 

Dr, Silver stated that the American Jewish Conference has authority to proceed 
with a national petition,' and that we would take up the matter within a week. 

DE LEGAT IOM TO WNDON 

A further cable had been received from Dr. Goldmann on February 3rd, nhich 
stated that he had discussed Ylith Dr. Vlei7.:mann and the Executive in London the 
question of the delegation from the United States and indicated that at the moment 
it was impossible to predict \·:rhen a clear situation would arise although it might 
happen at any time. When the situation did become clear, Dr. Goldmann 1s cable 
stated, it uould be important for the Chairmen of the Emergency Council and i~. 
Lipsky, as member of the Jeiish Agency Executive. to be in London, and he indicated 
that he would keep the Council informed of developments and advise the delegation 
as to the appropriate time to leave. 

Va-. Uertheim reported that the party delegation had root and decided that 
despite Dr. Goldma.nnas cable the delegation should proceed uith its plans to leave 
for London. Dr. Goldstein indicated that he had already been granted an air :priori t~· 
and expected to leave within a ueeko 

Dr. Silver stated that he had mnde an application for a priority for himself 
but would like to be in this country until the resolution is out of the way. 

He raised tho question of Er. Lipsky going to London. Since nothing had been 
said about his going, he assumed that he uas unable, or did not wish to go. As a 
roomber of the World Executive, lir. Lipsky should be included in the delegation, 
Dr. Silver thought. 

Mr. Lipsky explained that sinco he was a member of the Zionist Executive as 
a representative of American Zionists, he felt that it was for the American Zionists 
to indicate uhether or not they uished him to go to London. 

It nas pointed out that in all of Dr. Weizmnnn I s cables, he alrm.ys mentioned 
Mr. Lipsky as one of t 1ose he \-,,a,nted to come to London. as a member of the Executive. 

It uas unanimously agreed tat Mr. Lipsky be included in the delegation to 
London. 

KEREN HAYESOD SUBSIDY TO JE IISH AGENCY OFFICE IN UMITED STAT.ES 

A telegram was read from Judge Rosenblatt, president of the Keren Hayesod in 
the United States, y,ith regard to the Keren Hayesod subsidy to the Jevlish J€ency 
office in this country. 

~~ r:e t s.~al explained that the Keren Haye sod had been paying $3200. a month X 
for the e :-_:.t-:.~.;'.:-s of the Jewish A.€,ency office. \/hen Dr. Goldmann was planning to 
J. .;a:<r~ fo:.:· c•,1:. ·.;;: .. ine he arrmiged for payioonts to be made through December, 1943. 
P:<:: ~J a. no·'.; 15~. ·:,.J Palestine, ho,1over, and the nntter of continued payments wo.s to 
bP taken up in London. The Executive Committee wns being asked, therefore, to re­
q~ .st the Keren Hayesod to continue its monthly payments of $3200. until the final 
-~acision \'1ill have been made in London by the American delegation, together r1ith the 
mt,mbere of the Executive thoro. 

It ~n~ the consensus that a telegram be sent to the Treasurer of the Keron 
Hnyosod to this effect. 

Tho meeting oo.Journed at 6:30 P. l"- A. L. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 13 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF l.@ETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

February 7, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency Council 
was held Monday, February 7th, at 8:15 P. M., at 1720 - 16th Street. N. W., Washing­
ton, D. C. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, Rabbi 
Wolf Gold, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, ~s. Rose Helprin, Rabbi Vi8X 
Kirshblum,Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Wa-s. Tamar Pool, Herman Shulman, Elihu D. 
Stone, Robert Szold, Mrs. Denise Tourover, Meyer w. Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Ba.bbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Abram s. Magida. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenan. 

VISIT OF N.A.TIOlfil ORTHODOX CONFERENCE DELEGATION TO SECRET.ARY OF STATE 

Members of the delegation which had visited Mr. Imll that afternoon on behalf 
of the National Orthodox Conference reported on their interview with the Secretary 
of State. The subjects of rescuep abrogation of the White Paper and the establish­
ment of a Jewish Cormnonweal th were taken up with a. Hull, the larger part of the 
interview dealing nith the subject of rescue. 

With regard to the White Paper, the Secretary stated that he was anxious to 
see the problem solved. He indicated that he was in frequent touch with the ~ritish 
GoverIUOOnt and that he expected to continue to diicuss the matter with them. As for 

. w ~:t.ever the resolution before Congress 0 Mro Hull said tha itne meritsof the resolution, its 
passage would depend upon the advice of the military authorities, who would probably 
be invited to testify before the Congressional Committees. The worst that could 
happen, he believed, would be deferment of the resolution. 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION 

The prospects for the resolution were discussed. Although the situation 
seemed favorable, Congress seemed to be friendly towards the resolution, and the 
friends of Zionism all over the United States had spoken in a magnificent way, two 
dangers were apparent~ 1) that »,tessure will be brought to bear by the foes of the 
Jewish Common,.1eaJ. th to strike out}~\ resolution the rords "Jewish Commonweal th11 and 
2) the \l'ar ~partment might talce the initiative and send representatives to an e.xecu.­
tive session of the Foreign Affairs Committee. In view of the latter danger, every 
effort was being ma.de to contact the War Departioont. Unfortunately, If~. Stimson had 
been out of Was4ington and returned only that day. 

If the Uar Department interferes, Dr. Silver pointed out, the hearings will 
be held and then the resolution will be put aside. That would not be a. calamity• he 
bel:ieved. He felt ce:rtain that the resolution would noit be voted down. The worst 
that might happen would be defenoont1 and our course should be to endeavor to get 
action o.nd avoid deferment. 
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There then followed a diseussion on the hearings to take place the follo~ing 
day. The schedule of speakers to testify on Tuesday was drawn up and the replies 
to be made to qu.estions that might be asked our witnesses thoroughly discussed. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 P. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 14 

AMERICAN ZIONIST E}.ilRGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE CO iMITTEE 

February 8, 1944 

Another meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Tuesday, February 8th, at 6:00 P. M. • at 1'720 - 16th Street, N. u. 
Washington, D. C. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Dr. James G. Heller, Rabbi Viax 
Kir shblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann!! i.irs. Tamar Pool, Simon Shetz er, Herman 
Shulman, Elihu D. Stone, Robert Szold, Mrs. Denise Tourover, Meyer W. Weisgal, David 
\iertheim, l/.a.z Zaritsky. 

Dr. I. B. !erkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, .Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Abram S. Magida1 Leo Sach. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenen 

HEARINGS IN HOUSE FOBEIGN AFFAIRS CO r iaTTEE 

• The hearings held that day in the House Foreign Affairs Comni ttee were dis-

• 

• 

cussed, and the schedule of speakers to appear as witnesses on behalf of the resolu­
tion the following day drawn up. 

MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver reported on a conservation he had had in connection with the meet­
ing sought with the President. Among the matters discussed was the possibility of 
postponing the appointment proposed for February 14th. At that meeting, Dr~ Silver 
gathered, . the President would make a general stateioont on his interest in the situa­
tion and his hope for continued immigration into Palestine. Photographers would no 
doubt be present and the occasion woUJ.d presumably be used for publicity purposes on 
behalf of the White House. 

Dr. Silver had pointed out the danger to our resolution if the President ma.do 
such a statement, and it was suggested to him that the President might agree to make 
a statement something to this effectg that in view of the tragic position of the 
Jews in many parts oft he world and in view of the hundreds of thousands of refugees 
who will have to be taken out of Europe after the war, it is our hope that the doors 
of Palestine will be open for the free entry of Jews and that full opportunities 
will be provided for colonization and the economic dev,elopment of Palestine, so that 
the Jews may continue upbuilding the Jewish National Home. This statemont might 
also make reference to the approval by our own Government and by other Governments 
of the undertaking to establish the Jewish National Home and the sympathy which the 
American people have manifested towards that idea, 

Dr. Silver had suggested another form, including the words "Jewish Colll"oon­
weal th", but the reply had been given him that the insistence on the inclusion of 
that term might endanger the acceptance by the President of the rest of the state­
ment. 
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The person to whom Dr. Silver spoke said that the President was not yet ready x" 
to meet with the Zionists alone. 

Dr. Silver asked for an expression of opinion from the Executive as to wh~thei 
such a statement as he indicated would be helpful, (although he was not at all cer­
tain that it could be obtained), or whether we should insist on the inclusion in 
the President ts statement of the term 11 a Jewish Comroonwealth11 • The statement might 
be made to a joint delegation, Dr. Silver stated, or to no delegation at all. 

It was pointed out that the immediate effect that such a statement from the 
President would have on our resolution rmst be considered. It might result in the 
CongressionaJ. Committees taking the position that the resolution is not necessary, 
or that there is no need to fight over the inclusion of the Jewish Connmnwealth 
part of it. That part had already been challenged at the hearings. If the Con­
gressional Committee has a way of avoiding this issue, the members would no doubt 
grasp at it. 

It was believed that a statement from the President at this time uhich did 
not include a reference to the Jewish Commonwealth would be of no value, and that 
it would be preferable to request a postponement a..~d concentrate on the resolution. 
If the resolution passes and the President has ma.de no statement, it was pointed 
out, there a.re chances that he would then make a stronger statement. 

The opinion was expressed that if we had been presented with alternatives, 
the situation would be different Since the resolution is already before Congress, 
however, we were thus committed to following through on the resolution. 

It was further pointed out that a postponement of the President's statement 
would be a gain from a ·variety of a-c ... gtes, that such a statement as indicated Y1ould 
not help, and that the President could issue it just as well later on. 

After further discussion it uas agreed to press forward with the Resolution 
rather than reql!est a statement at this ti~ from the President which would not 
mention the Jewish Commonwealth. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 15 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENQY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING Ol' EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

February 21, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist ]aergency Counci: 
was held Monday, February 21st, at 4:00 P. M. at 342 Madison Avenue, Jlew York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Vaurice !oukstein, Rabbi Wolf Gold, 
Leon Gellman, lv"irs. Judi th Epstein, l!rs~ Rose Halprin, Mrs. Rose Jacobs• Rabbi Max 
Kirshbl'UDlt Louis Lipsky, Mrs. Tamar Poolr Emanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg, 
Louis Segal• Simon Shetz er, Herman Shulman., David Wertheim. 

Harvin Lowenthal, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Dr. I. B. :Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Ma.nson1 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

Isaiah L. Kenen. 

COMMUNITY CONT~CTS COlf'~ITTEE 

It was reported that the number of local emergency committees has grown to 
245 • .An additional 40 committees were expected to be organized shortly • 

The emergency committees have been doing excellent work. Ref~ence uas nede 
to the hundreds of favorable editorials Vlhich have appeared in the local press 
(about 400 up to the present), and it :iae su.ggested that these be pub1.ished in a 
pamphlet. It was also suggested that these editorials be brought to .the attention 
of the :British Eni>assy. 

Dr. Silver reported that Vl?'. Joel Gross had tendered hie reat.pation. ~in the 
chairma.nsliip of the Cornnunity CQntacts Committee. He had hoped to be able to 
perS\MMie him to reconsider his decision• but the great pressure of work upon him 
makes it impossible for him to continue. Dr. Silver therefore moved that v~. Gross 1 

resignation be a~cepted with regret aad that he be given authority to appoint some­
one to take his place. Tliis m:,tion \7as seconded and passed. 

PRESS DLV~ 

The accelerated acti?ity of the Oolllllll\ity Contacts l)epartme~t le refleoted 
e.lso in the Press Department, it v,aa reported. Ooumenta,ore and colUlll'lists have 
been SUpPlied with information which they have used in the press and on the aire 
In preparation is a memorandum to the emergency coamlttee chairmen indicating the 
answers ma.de to articles whioh have appeared in the press bt such people as Freya 
Stark and Ned Nordness. Reprints have been me.de of ldgal" Jmaell lbwrer•• artiole 
in the New York Poat 1 the editorial which had appeared in the Philadelphia Enquirer 
and of Johannes Steel I s article in the New York Post. The latter appeared followiD& 
a broadcast by Mr. Steel alone the aeme J,ines. Tbe1e article• are to be publiehed 
J.n po.mp~et form. 
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The Press Department bas arranged for a radio monitor service• so that we 

are kept informed of all radio broadcasts which refer to Zionism and Palestine. 
Another project recently undertaken is a news reel film which will be produced by 
Embassy News Reel and in l1hich it is hoped Dorothy Thompson will act as commentator • 
The press book mo.terial is being nidely used thro'U8bout the country. The next press 
book will be devoted to the Resolution before Congress. T\1elve releases have been 
sent out in connection with the Resolutions. 

COMViITTEE ON IN'.l'ELI=EC'lUAL lJXlBILIZATION 

Mr. Lowenthal reported that he had contacted a number of lea.ding coDlJIJ3ntators 
and columnists and bad already seen two of them, as well as certain other persons. 
He bad spoken to one of the editors of Readers Digest and. had given him an idea far 
an article ~ be written by Dr. Lowdermilk, 1;1hich the Digest will no• doubt publish. 
Mr. Lowenthal further reported that he was leaving for Washington the following day 
where he has appointments to iooet a numbor of leading cowmentators and journalists. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Ur. Lipsky reported that the first thousand copies of the L,wdermilk book are 
now in Ha.rperls stock room in Now York, and that a fen hundred of these will bo 
available for imoodiate use. He suggestod that copies be sont at onco to all members 
of the Senato and House Foreign Relations Committees. 

The Dial Preas is willing to pu.blish Ernst Frankenste1n 1a 1 Justice for my 
People1 • Undor normal publishing cond1 tions tho earliest date they \10Uld put the 
book out would be late in Augu.st or early in Soptomber. It \10'\lld then bo included 
in their advertising and their regular contacts with book sellers. If we l7ishod to 
have copies bofore that date, it oo\lld bo arrangod by June • 

Rabbi Feuor•s book, in its paper roprint• is now practioally completed. 
Professor l'riedrich' s ioomorandum on 1/lmerican Policy Towards the Jel7ish National 
Ho~ in Palestine, 1917-1942n is nou being mltigraphed in two mind.red copies for 
private distribution to a. list of individual.a chosen by Profeaaor Friedrich and 
Mr. Lourie. Arrangements are contemplated with regar<l to printing the m3ioorandum 
by the Council on Foreign Relations. 

A pamphlet prepared by IAr • Lowenthal and entitled "The Promise of Pale stine11 

will be reaey in a day or two. Mr. Nawnannls testimny at the hearings at the 
House Foreign Affairs Conrnittee on the Arab problem is being printed in pamphlet 
form by us. The third issue of 1 PoJ.estine• is on the pross and will 'te both ln.rger 
in format (12 pages) and more varied in content, 

The question of the distribution of Dr, Lowdermilk 1s book was discussed. 
It was agreed that it would be desirable to have copies sent to the Congressmen and 
Senators by their constituents; but in the iooani1me it was decided to send copies 
directly from the Emergoncy Council ~ tho members of the Bouso and Sennte Foreign 
Affairs Committees. 

AMERIC/1.N P.t.J..ESTINE COW ITTEE 

Mr. Shulman roportod tba\ at preson, it was expected tha\ 75 - 100 people 
from all over the oountry would attend the Christian Conference 1n lo.ahincton on 
March 9th. llocoptances for tho Dinnor wbioh will close the Conference were colld.n& 
in very rnpidly. Vic&-Presiden\ iollaoc ha• acoopled the invitation tc address the 
Conference. Senator Wacnor wo'lld ei\her ao\ aa oha1rll8A or dlll•er the keynote 
addreaa. 
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h<r. Shulman referred to the advertisement of the American Palestine Comri1ittee 

which appeared in the New York SUn and papers in large cities throughout the country, 
and indicated that doubt had been expressed as to whether the names of the members 
should have been included. The advertisement should al.so have been shown to Senator 
\fogner before being published. It was explained that the only reason this was not 
done was that the advertisement had to be prepared quickly, that if it had not been 
used at that particular time the New York papers could not havo taken it for many 
we ks. 

It was agreed that hereafter when an advertisement of the American Palestine 
Comnittee is involved, it is to be approved by Mr. Shulman and Senator Wagner before 
being published. 

DELEGATION TO LONDON 

It was reported that Dr. Goldstein had already arrived in London. ijith re­
gard to the other threo members of the party delegation, applications had been mo.de 
for their priorities nnd transportation on a fast steamer was promised them. Then 
a letter was received from the British Passport Control Office stating that the 
authorities r,oro unable to accede to the request for permission for these throe 
delegates to proceed to London. A cable was sent immediately to the London office 
pointing out the importnnco of taking quick action in order to bavo this decision 
changed. No reply had boon received o.s yet. 

Rabbi Gold and Mr. Wertheim had also called on the British Embassy, and 
received the impression that the British Govorruoont was not responsible for the 
decision of the Passport Office. App~'.rently, the Je~ish Agency office in London 
had not pressed for the visas. 

• A letter from Dr. Goldmann to Mr. Weisgal dated January 30th was read in 

• 

• 

which Dr. Goldmann expressed the opinion that tho political situation in London did 
not call for a delogo.tion at this time. If and when there will be a dofinite pre• 
posal, his letter stated, arrangernonts could then be ma.do for the American doleg~ 
tion to proceed to London forthwith. 

no 
In the discussion that fellowed it was pointed out that if/definite proposnls 

were expected for tho present it would be llX)st unwise for an American delegation to 
go to London and be placed in the position of having to wait around for something 
to happen. .Although scv.pro.l woeks ago Dr. \ieizmann hod cabled a nuni>or of times 
urgiug o. delego.tion to come it appeared that a chonge must have occurred in the 
political. situn.ticn which no longer made tho matter urgent. 

\'1th regard to Dr. Goldstein's visit to London11 it wo.s pointed out that in 
addition to the several missions \7ith which ho was cbtlrgod he had been invited to 
launch the United Pn.lestine Appcol campaign in Great Britain • 

After :further disC\lssion it was decided to cable Dr. Weizmann referring to 
the sevcrol CD.bles received urging o. delegation to {!J) to 1':>ndon and then being 
advised by Dr. Goldmann that no delegation was necessnry, nnd to the report thnt 
tho London office of the Jewish ~ency failed to facili to.to tho granting of visas 
for the delcgnti~n; nnd inquiring of him whothor thero has been a change in the 
political situntion. 

JEWISH AGENCY OFFICE IN THE UNITED STl~ES 

Tho qu.o st ion of the Jouish A:,oncy political buronu in the Uni tod States nas 
raised. It uas pointed out that uhcn this buroau uns .oponod tho Emergency Council 
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was not functioning as it should have been. Since the Council is now functioning 
very well 1 however, and conducts an active office in Washington, with the Chairman 
of the Executive spending a great deal of time there, it was felt that the Je,:rish 
Agency political bureau was no longer necessary. It was believed that the Jerdsh 
~ency sho1.ud adjust it self to the new situation thus created, and it \,as ·suggested 
that its office should either be closed dorm or should limit itself to Latin-Americar: 
affairs. 

After some discussion it Tias agreed that further consideration of this matter 
should auait Dr. Goldmann 1 s return. In the imantime, it uas agreed to appoint a 

• small committee to study the problem thoroughly. 

The meeting adjourned at 6100 P. M. 

A. L • 

• 

• 

• 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMEBGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD :EElmUARY 21, 1944 

A meetillg of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Monday, February 
~1st, at 8:15 P. M., at 342 Vadison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr- .Abba Hillel Silver (presiding). Rabbi Philips. :Bernstein, Maurice 
Boukstein, Philip Cruso, V~s. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, Mrs. s. Goldstein, 
Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Bose Halprin, Dr. James G. Heller, :Benjamin Itzkowitz, hrs. 
Rose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi ~~ Kirshblum, Rabbi I. H. Koualski, l{J.ss Jeannette 
Leibel, Lou.is Lipsky, I.·iarvin I.owenthal, Isaac Naiditch, Emanuel Neumann, Dr. H. L. 
Perlzueig, ?firs. Tamar Pool, Zvi (tui ttman, Dr. lfla.rtin Rosenblueth, ?'1rs. Etta Rosensohn, 
Miss Dvora Rothbard, Sam Bothstein, li1rs- .:Bertha Schoolman, Louis Segal• Simon Shetzor! 
Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Herman Shulman, Meyer w. Wei~al, David Wertheim. 

Rabbi .:Barnet Brickner, Dr. Joseph Cohn, Samuel Dickstein, Jacob Fishman, 
Isaiah L. Kenen1 David L. Meckler• Dr. J. D. Oppenheim, Dr. Michael Traub, 
S. J. Ze.chs. 

Dr. I. Il. Berkson, Arnold K. Isrceli, Hans Lamm, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

The Chairman warmly welcomed the guosts who were present at the meeting: 
Dr. J. D. Oppenheim,. President of the S\lrinam Zionist Organization; Dr. Michael 
Traub, for many years the representative of the Keren ~esod in Australia and 
New Zealand; ··.ir. S. J. Zacbs, member of the Praesidium of the Zionist Organization 
of Canada; hr. Heckler, editor of the /Iorning Journal and llir. Jacob Fishman, column­
ist of the Jenish Morning Journal. 

Dr. Silver referred to the great loss sustained by the Zionist movement in 
the last fe\l days in the passing of Mr. Nathan Gesang, president of the Zionist 
Organization of the Argentine, and an outstanding figure in the Zionist oovement. 

REPORT ON PALESTINE BESOLUTION :BEFORE CONGRESS 

Dr. Silver reported on the developnents in connection uith the Resolution 
since the last meeting of the Energency Council, and on the hearings ~hich uere held 
by the House Foreign Affairs Committee February 8th and 9th, and February 15th and 
16th. 

With regard to the hearings, Dr. Silver believed we could aii entertain a 
deep sense of gratification at tho manner in which our spoke~n present-ed our ease 
before the 1oraign Affairs Cammi ttee. They did full justice to our great cause. 
Everyone who participated contributed something of significance to the building up 
of our case, uhich was presented from all its angles: historically, logally, from 
1 ts profound moral and humanitarian point of view, and from tho angle of what wo 
have achieved in Palestine. Many important doCUJOOnts that bad a bearing on our 
movexoont were road into the record. 
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In addition to tbe Zionist witnespes, the following non-Jews testified in 
favor of the resolution: Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Dr. Walter c. Lowdermilk, and 
Professor Carl J'. Friedrich of Harvard University; as well as an official spokesman 
o~ organised labor. Quite a number of Congressmen also appeared at one or another 
of the seven sessions and registered their endorsement of the resolution. 

The country at large spoke in a truly remarkable manner, through tho medium 
of thousands of letters and telegrams that poured in, upon the Committee as a whole, 
the Chairman and the individual members of the Committee, as well as tho zoombers of 
both Houses, almost unanimously approving the resolution. Ccx~gressman Bloom read 
into the record the fact that of the thousands of telegrams and letters that Ca.DE 

to him, only 10 were in opposition. Also significant was the readiness of people 
nll over the COWltry to telephone to their Congressmen; some to come personally to 
see them. 

The opposition came from t\io groups - from the Arabs and the American Council 
for Jud.£.ism. The Arabs did not make a very impressive case for themselves. They 
defeated themselves, more particularly in the question period. The American Council 
for Judaism. which had four spokesmen, an unusually large number in view of the size 
of the group, did confuse many members of the Committee, who are not trained in the 
ideological subtleties of Jewish religion, race, nation, etc. It took considerable 
work to disabuse the Committee of the false impressions they had received from the 
spokesmen of the Council for Judaism, who had suggested that since the Jews are a 
religious comnunity they will set up a theocracy. 

In the American Council for Judaism. we have bitter enemies, Dr. Silver · 
pointed out, who will stoop to any ~~nt that will serve their purpose. They are 
working among the Congressmen and Senators in Washington, aeeing many officials, and 
poisoning their minds against us. 

The Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr. Sol :Bl.Dom, was very co­
operative •. He had gathered together II110h relevant material on tho White Paper, 
includtng the speeches that were made in tho House of ColllIOOns and House of Lords 
opposing it and the legal case of the Jewish .Agency ~ainst the White Paper, and had 
it printed under the imprima.teur of the Foreign Affairs Committee. Copies were given 
to each member of the Committee before the hearings began. Mr. :Sloom also asked 
questions of the witnesses which indicatod that he was oagor to be helpful. 

With regard to the net result of the hearings and the activities throut;bout 
the country as reflected in tho prospects of the Resolution, Dr. Silver believed 
that if the Conr.tlttee were loft to itself to vote on the basis of what they had 
heard and read, and the impression they had received froo their constituents, they 
would overwhelmingly approve it. Perhaps throe or four would not vote for it. .4 few 
were hostile at the outset and remained so. If the Cor.unittee does approve the bill 
and it is brought to the floor of the House, there is no question, Dr. Silver said, 
but that it would be approved al.most unanimously. 

However, the Committee has not been left alone, and considerable pressnro has 
been brought, and \1ill bo brought upon it by tho War Departroont, which is probably 
being used in this instance, as in previous instances,as a foil for the State Depart­
ment. It is now a p11blic secret that tho Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Con:mittee wrote to the ia.r and State Departr.ients soliciting their opinion en the 

• ~.-eaolution and he received letters from the Secretary of State and the Secretary 
of iiar. Tho first was non-comaittal, but IJerely referred to the letter of the 
Secretary of flar, which stated ca.tegorieolly that the resolution would be lulrl:Iful 
froc th& rJilitary pcint of view and oven suggested that hearings be not held. 
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Dr. Silver further reported that Mr. Szold and he had called on General 
McCloy, Assistant Secretary of war. on February 17th. It was clear to them from 
their talk with General McCloy that the State Departzoont had taken the initiative 
and elicited the kind of reply it wanted. General McCloy thought the Resolution 
went far beyond the 1922 Resolution. He said our first job was to win the ,1ar, 
that tnklitary considerations should take first place, and further indicated that 
shouldTminori ty urge action which might endanger the military situation, it v1ould 
bring down upon that minority certain criticism. Dr. Silver did not know, he said, 
whether he and Mr. Szold made any impression on General McCloy • 

Dr. Silver also reported on the informal meeting of the Senate Foreig 
Relations Committee on February 17th which Messrs. Shulman, Lipsky, Neumann and 
Szold, Rabbi Feuer and Dr. Silver attended, and at which they got the feeling that 
as a whole the Senate Committee was with us, and that they would go more deeply into 
the question of the War Depart100nt•s objections. 

Concluding his report, Dr. Silver stated that the members of the Execu.tive 
present in TTashington met every day aftor the hearings, took stock and planned our 
course for the next day. 

In the discussion that followed it was pointed out that while the War Depart­
ment, under the prodding of the State Department 0 might wish to have the entire 
resolution voted down, they were probably realistic enough to know that it could 
not be done1 in view of the pressure of public opinion. At the worst, the resolutioQ 
would be deferred. Some of the Congressmen, however, in a desire to satisfy their 
constituents, might be ready to suggest ai:oondments in the hope that a watered-dorm 
resolution might meet the objections of the \lar Department. It was necessary, there­
fore, to guard against thnt. 

It was the consensus that any amendments to the resolution would be unaccept­
able, that ue should make no compromise whatsoever in tho v.ording. It was therefore 
decided that a committee iooet with the Chairman of tho Foreign Affairs Committee at 
the earliest possible DX>ment and make this known to him as well as to the leaders 
of both parties and urge them to take no action on tho resolution if they feel it 
cannot be voted out of Committeo at the moment in its present form. It was agreed 
that our policy with regard to the resolution should be delay, no compromise. 

It was further believed that every effort should be ma.de to reach the Chief 
Executive. It was agreed that the time had come to have the constituency address 
themselves to the President, and it was decided to contact the local eIOOrgeney 
committees at once ond request them to organize speedily the dispntch of telegrams 
to the President urgul8 him to speak out. 

HEGOTUTIQNS UITH !HE WAR REFUGEE :BOARD 

Dr. Heller reported on the negotiations which the United Jewish Appeal had 
had with the Uar Refugee Board in an effort to define their relations with the Eoard. 
He also raised the question of the status of the Emergency Council vi~&-vis the 
War Refugoc :Board. It was agreed that the .AJoorican Jowi sh Conference we.a the boey 
which should deal with the Refugee Boa.rd and it was suggested that Dr. Heller meot 
with the Conforenco Rescue Commission . 

RABBI BRICKNER IS REPORT 

Rabbi :Barnet :Brickner, who had just returned from Englnnd, and who had spent 
nine d8.7s 1n Poleatine, reported briefly on his visiteto Poleatine and to the fight­
ing fronts where he had ioot Palestine Jewish soldiers. 
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Pabbi Briakner conveyed to the Oouncil greetings from our friends in Eretz Israel, who n,_oh us strength t-, orary on the oork ,10 are doing. 1'hey are counting tremendnp .. .1y on us for .GU.ppdrt. They are standing very, very firm. The Yishuv 100,- truly beautiful. The progress that has been made all over the country is 01mply marvelous. The positions that oo have occupied go deep into the Negev. 

Tho Yishuv is doing a very remarkable work of rescue, Rabbi Brickner said. He bad attended a mooting of the Actions Committee and listened to lengthy reports by Dr. GruenbctWn and Ivir. Dobkin on ,1hat is being done by tho most remarkably organizer underground he had ever hoard about. And Jer,s are being saved. The picture in Eu.rope, as they see it 0 is nuch more pessimistic than even our loadorship has tmy knowledge of. There are very few Jer.rs left in Hitler~s Europe. Hungary is considorecl. the 11 Gan Eden11 • There are something like 700.,000 Jews there. 

The work that is being done to absorb the children is wonderful. To see the children who six months ago had the pallor of death on their cheeks,being absorbed into the colonies, is ono of the inspiring things in the Yisbuv. 

Dr. Brickner refcrrod to the feoling of American Jewish troops touards Pales­tine. All over tho world whorcvcr ho contacted American Jewish troops, he foW1d a great many of them vitally concerned o.bou.t Polcstinc. They asked many qucsticns. The Amcricroi Jeuish youth is not as indifferent to the Jewish problem as we ucre ,vont to think they were., They hn.v0 a much keener understanding of who.t is invclvod in this wo.r than other troops. 

Rabbi ]riclmer was gratified to lcnrn from non-Jewish soldiers who hn.d nn opportunity to spend their loavo in Palestino that they ho.vc come back from the,:e tremendously enthusiastic about tho on.sis in the r1hole Middle East, as they ccl.l it, the only civilized place in the whole Middle East. If it were at all possible to give every fifth American soldier an opportunity to pass through Palestine, there would be no doubt about what America would think about the establishment of a Je,1ish Comm)nwealth in Palestine. 

One of the deepest impres ions of this rrhole mission was the resolutonoss of our people in Palestine. The most remarkable troops that he mot anY'1here in the world, said Rabbi Brickner, were tho Jewish soldiors frnm Palestine. Ho ccntacted them in England, North .fricac Sicily and in Italy. Thoy are prominent in the transport troops; all their vehicles carry the Mogon David, they operate under tho Jewish flag - it is practically a Jcm.sh army without that recognition. They con­eti tuto thomselvos as tho advance guard of tho Jewish people. Their work in ccn­nection with the refugees is a reZX1Xkably heroic chapter. These young men• who receiveM5a month, give up~ 1 a mnth for rescue work. They give of their rations for the refugees. Thoy are doing tremendou. sly important work. Their impact upon our American Jewish youth is overwhelming. Hebrow is their language. They are proud, self-conscious, politically deliborato, ovory one of them. 

Tho meeting adjournod at 11:95. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 16 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MIDETING OF EXECUTIVE CO!J.MITTEE 

February 28, 1944 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee was held Monday, February 28th, 
at 8:15 P. M.,at 1720 - 16th Street, N. W.t Washington, D. C. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Maurice !oukstein, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Chaim Greenberg 1 Mrso Rose Halprin, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, 
Mrs. Tamar Pool, Herman Shulman, Elihu D0 Stone, Yirs. Denise Tourover, Meyer W. 
Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Babbi Leon I. Feuer, Arthur Lourie, Nia.rvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Manson, 
Leo Sach~ Harry L. Shapiro. 

CONGRESS RESOLUTIONS 

Dr. Silver said that since the last meeting there had been a considerable 
number of developments. At that meeting he had informed the Commitee that progress 
in Congress was satisfactory in the sense that both Committees were as a whole 
favorably inclined. Since then the -!ai: Department had. intervened, through a con:­
nn:nication sent by Secretary Stimson to the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
S/:3nate. The Foreign Relations Conmdttee had then apparently sought the views of 
the State Department and the \1a.r Department and the State Department had contented 
itself with basing its reply on that of the Wff Department. A group representing 
the Zionist Emergency Council had been called~y the Foreign Relations Comnittee 
and informed of tne attitude of the ~ar Department. Following the discussion whieh 
took place with the Co.nmittee, that body had decided not to act for a further fort­
njght in order to enable the Zionist representatives to canvass the situation with 
the War Department. Last Wednesd~, however, at very short notice~ so short that 
Senators Wagner and Taft bad apparently not been informed in time to attend the 
meeting - Senator Connally had called a. further meeting of the Committee to consider 
the Palestine resolution. General Marshall had been present and had ma.de a very 
scr~ng statementt on military grounds, in opposition to the passage of tho resolutior 
at this tJme. It was also kno, that General Hurley had been in Washington, had seen 
the PresJucnt and had reported very unfavorably in regard to the furthor imnigration 
of Jows t~ Palcstinec It was understood that ho stressed two issues: 1) the pend­
ing oil negotiations, and 2) tho danger of arousing Arab opposition. It appeared 
th~t General Hur.ley was also to be invitod to appear before the Foreign Relations 
Comm:i. ttoe (. Our contacts indicated that the oil angle was mch moro serious than we 
had bel ievcd. 

A report was givon by !'r. Sach of the reaction of various Senators to the 
iooe+.ing w:l th General. Marshall, from uhich it was clear that the General made a very 
strong impression in regard to the inadvisability, from tho military standpoint, of 
pressing the resolution at this time. Some anxiety indeed had been expressed lest, 
instead of merely delaying action, the forthcoming meeting of the Comnittee might 
not pass an ~dverse vote. 
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Rabbi Feuer also stressed the extent to which the oil negotiations had , 

affected the issue. 

Dr. Silver reported on other conversations which had taken place \ti th regard 

to the resolution. He had saen Se~:ra·i;2,ry Knox, whose friendliness could not be 

d01.1bted., biro Knox made ~he pr.:i.nt ., r.owe:rer~ that the miJ .. :i.ta:-yl'I particularly in view 

of tr.e situ.a:ion in Italy, C(ml,.d affv;:-d t,o take no chan~es~ and that altho'\!gh their 

anxiet:i.es with regar~d to po ss~.b:1.e .. \ ra1:i repe:rcuss::.ons m:i g.1 t be imaginary, even the 

possfb].y 1n:aginary nru.st be taken into a~~o·•mt j_n a c:r:-is::.s. There was reference. too, 

to the deJ.i~c:.te stage of the oil nego •tiations. A conversation with Ya-. Ickes was 

al so repo Tted. 

Babbi Feuer reported on conversations which he had had with Congressman 

Sabath and Congi~essman ~lo0m in regard to the passage of the resolution. Congressma.t 

:Bloom had. di scv.ssed with him the de sJ.:ccib:ili ty of having available 1 in case of need, 

an al ternatiYe resoJ.:u.tio!lr a <!raft of which Mr(°' Bloom had prepared, and which was 

read to the Committee; but it was agreed~ after some discussion, that the revised 

version was al toge·ther i.nacceptable. 

Other conversat!ons were reported by Mr, Stone; and also by Mr. Neumann with 

Congressman Fairbanks who had snggasted postponing action for four months and there­

after seek:!.ng to ge ·h the ,:e so]:J.tion passed in its pre.sent form; and. by r. Greenberg 

with Sir No~man .Angell: wh0 also refe~red to present military exigencies. 

A discussion then took place on what our policy should be in the event that 

action on the resoJ.utious was :postpon'3d by the Corrmi ttees concerned. It was pointed 

out that- pootponem-an·t; of the re30J:ution now., even for a few months 9 would mea."1 prob­

ably the end of the res0lution~ S~'Ill!lar ~uuld come and the pre~sure of the election 

preliminaries would ve1·y suon be f.e ~, t : .:..1 Cong:ress" I t was urged, and this seemfil. the 

consensus of opinion9 that even though the at ti tude of the military prevented our 

gc:i.ng ahead wi·th the resclut. i on now~ ws m~st cont t nue our political action in the 

country in an in·hensified form. Extraordinary interest had been aroused and this 

must be kept alive. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that the action of the military forrood part of a 

patterno First there had been the Cremieu.x decreet then the Hoskins report1 which 

had been fat~er.ed by the Stata Department for the sole purpose of putting a quietus 

on Zionist p~opagandae '.rhe proposal for a joint ~tateroent had followe4,and had been 

prevented cnly by he·cc-0.:tean action. The attitude of certain elements in the GoverDr 

ment had aJ. £0 been refJ.ected in · the efforts to call off the American Jewish Con­

ference ~ on tho grcm1d of possible repercussions in the Near Fast. Finally, we had 

sought to get Congress to speak~ precisely because of the negative attitude of the 

!,dmj_:listrati.on. \'le were being silenced and the military situation was being unwar­

rantaoly used to achieve that end. We should not yield: because if we did so now 

we should have to yield all along the line. Whether the State DepartroAnt or the 

War Depe..rtment wants it or not, we would have to car~y on a most vigorous agltation 

in fav,,:r of our program. The public press mst begin to ask why it is militarily 

danger\)US to allow refugees to go to Palestine and why we should be sold down the 

river for the sake of oil. 

The Chairman, in siunmari.zing the sense of the meeting, said that we may be 

obliged to have the resolutions go to a deferment, but that we IIllst not place our­

selYes in the position of asking for a deferment" or intervening to obtain it. He 

added that he did not believe that the House or the Senate Comnittee would vote the 

resolv.tion down. Fu.rtherm>re, we mat continue our agitation to get the Government 

to break down the White Paper policy- and to act in favor of our program. 
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In the course of further di scussl. on as to whether we should be prepared to 
accept an alternative resolution before the House Committee, it was moved that the 
position to be taken by the Council is that it adheres to the text of the original 
resolution submitted to the Congressional Committees and does not favor the intro­
duction of any amendments. !ya vote of 5 to 4 it was also resolved that we tvould 
not oppose an alternative resolution which might be submitted provided that it did 
not vary. in sub stance from the original resolution. 

The follotdng votes were also taken1 

1) It was unanim::>usly resolved that Mr. Shertok be invited to come to 
America. 

2) That authority be givon to hold a public imeting at Madison Square 
Gardens on March 21st. 

3) That a. sub-committee of three persons be appointed to work out a 
program of action for the immediate future and also to consider 
the calling of other meetings throughout the country. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 A. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 17 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

March 13, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Errergency Counci] 
was held Monday, March 13, 1944, at 8;15 P. M., at 342 Wadison Ave., New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. '1,ba Hillel Silver (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Leon Gellman. Chaim 
Greenberg, !firs. Rose Halprin, lla-s. Rose Jacob s 1 Rabbi Max Kirshblwn, Judge Louis I. 
Levinthal., Louis Lipsky• Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Simon Shetzer, Herman Shulman, Louis Segal, Robert Szold, Meyer w. 
Weisgal, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. ~ise. 

Dr. I.E. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer. Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Abram S. Magida, Harold P. Manson, Leo Sach, Harry L. Shapiro, Elihu D. Stone. 

Zvi ~ittman, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt . 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

The miIIlltes of tho Executive Committee meetings held January 31st, February 
7th, 8th and 28th, wore approved. 

Dr. Silver reported on the interview which he and Dr. Wise had had with the 
President on l:ia.roh 9th, at which they had been authorized to issue the following 
sta terren t: 

"The President authorized us to sa;y that the American Government 
has never given its approval to the White Paper of 1939. The 
President is happy that the doors of Palestine a.re todny open 
to Jewish refugees, and that when future decisions are reached, 
full justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish National. 
Homer for which our Government and the American people have 
alY1ays had the deepest sympathy and today mre than ever, in 
view of the tragic plight of hundreds of thousands of homeless 
Jewish refugees. 11 

The interview had lasted al.lIX)st an hour. (Report on file). 

Dr. Silver said that had those who were unfriendly to Zionism in the State 
Department and elsewhere succeeded in silencing us now by bringing the military into 
the picture, it would have meant that the Zionists would have had to be silent for 
the duration of the war. Their technique bad been similar to that in connection 
with the proposed joint statement~ na.IWly, to cover a political objective by alleged 
military exigeneies. As soon as we learned of Mr. Stimson's letter it was clear to 
us that our approach mu.st be no long6r to Co)lgressmen and Senato,rs, but directly to 
the President. The statement of the President was in the circumstonces a great 
achievement and an effective blow at the campaign which had been conducted against 
us. It cleared the air and, as Senator T~t bad himself indic~ted at the Jmierican 
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Palestine Committee Dinner, if it ~as all right for the President of the United Stater 
to speak out, it was likewise all right for the layman to do so • 

It was important further thnt the President had spoken after all the Arab 
protests were in1 ruid despite them. This is the first time in our history thnt ru.l 
the Arab countries had united in a denunciation of us and mn.de their position kno\1Il. 
collectively in Washington. They sent cables of protest,which were directed primnril; 
against Jewish immigration, to the President, the State Department, the Senate tmd 
the House, ·ind despite all these protests the President spoke. That test of strength 
was for us highly important. The Arabs were jubilant for a day, but are already back 
where they were. 

Another significnnt fact wns that for the first time since the issuance of the 
White Paper in 1939 a r sponsiblo executive of our Government en.me out ogainst the 
White Paper by name. The State Department had boon s~¥ing during the past five years 
that the United States was not involved in the Palestine question except ~here it 
concerned American nationals. The Presid.ent in his statement indicated that America 
had asswood an obligation in regard to the National Home and was concerned with the 
White Paper issue. 

As a result of the President's statement 0 Dr. Silver said, Senators and Con­
gressmen have nq v been coming to us asking whether they should press for passage of 
the resolutions. It is for us to decide whether we should push them at this time and 
in what way ue should urge their passage. 

Dr. Silver went on to say that a great fight faces us. We have now passed 
the stage of skirmishes and have entered the stage of great battles. This is the -fight. Al 1 the powerful forces against our movelJlen t are arrayed - the ho stile Bri ti d1 

administration, an organized Arab oppositionp an unfriendly group in the State Dopart­
ment, and oil concessionaries. he are facing a stiff opposition that can strike 
powerful blo,,s1 . as they did last r,eek. They will fight us to the bi tt~r ond. ~e 
mu.st fight back. ·1e must mako decisions and then go through with them. ·e cannot 
change our minds in midstream. \ie have gone through an ordeal in the last few ,,eeks, 
and have come out of it. le must knou that ,1e may havo to face up to difficult 
situations agaL.1 and be ready to do so without flinching. 

A discussion followed on further action wi~h regard to the re~olution, and 
the consensus 0£ the meeting was summarized by Dr. Silver as follows: 

It is agreed that we do not abandon our resolutions; that we carry on in the 
hope that they u i ll be adopted before vory long; that these resolutions say something 
mu~h more thllll is contained in the President's statement; furthermore, that an 0A'"Prc& 
sion from Congress would be invaluable by itself, with or without the statement of 
the President • 

It is also agreed that we do not at the moment press for the resolutions, 
that we mark time for a little while and canvass the s1 tuation in \iashington with an 
ey~ to discovering when is the right time to proceed. It is a question of timing. 

W-:. '!"h regard to t~8 ~ t. ti tude to be taken by us henceforth, we can e.xpre ss our 
-=i .~;; ~ ~: of gratitude to th~ ·~·~esident. On the other hand we can bo justly critical of 
t~ ~a who do net help us~ 

• Dro Silver left the rr.eeting at this point and further discussion centered on 
t½.tJ line to be tak:fin wj th rega;J.'d. ~o the statement of the War Depar·~m'3Dt ~ Dr. Wise 
~ r.i ~a. ln concl·0.siu1J ~ ba·~ in ·~h~ co~ng week the situation would ba canvassed in 
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Washington and at the Executive Comnittee neeting next 1&:>nday, we will have a repori 
from our colleagues in Washington, Y1hen a decision could be taken • 

tl).e 
In the course of the discussion a proposal was ma.de that/co-chairmen appoint 

a small committee to uork with them which uould meet frequently, watch developments 
from day to day and serve as a sort of strategy comnittee in carrying ou.t the 
policies decided upon by the Executive Committee. It uas decided to postpone dis,­
cu.ssion of this proposal for the next meeting of the Executive. 

HIST.ADRUTH VOTE ON :BILTWRE RESOLUTION 

A cable received from Mr. Bernard Joseph explaining the vote taken at the 
meeting of the Ma.pai was read, as ,1011 as a cable rccei ved by the Poale Zion from 
v~. Ben-Gurion. (Copies of cables al.ready circulated to Emergency Council). It 
was agreed that this matter required a full discussion, and it r.a.s decided to place 
it on the agenda for another IOO L ting. 

The meeting adjourned at midnight. 

A. L . 
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CONFIDE1fl'IAL NO. 18 

AlfiERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MIJUTES OF MEETilIG OF EXECUTIVE COlv~·.HTTEE 

March 20:, 1944 

• A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council 

• 

• 

• 

was held l{Dnday, March 20th, at 3"00 Po !ri., , at 342 lAadison Avenuev New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr . .Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Maurice :i3oukstein11 Philip Cruso, Leon 
Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, -~s. Rose Halprin, ·firs Rose Jacobs, Rabb rue Kirshblum, 
Judge Louis I. Levinthal , Louis Lip sky 9 Erna...,iuel F eu.mann 1 Mrs.. Tamar Poo 1, fir s. Et t a 
Rosensohn, Louis Segall' Uil's. Rebecca Shul :nan 3 Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephens~ ~ise. 

Dr. wa:1u:-11 Goldmann, liarvin Lowentnal, ·,reyer . eisgal. 

Dr. I.~. Berkson, Rabbi Leen I. Feuer~ Arnold K. Isreelip Arthur Lourie, 
Abram S. Magida, Harold P .. l/ianson~ Leo Sack, Harry Lo Shapiro, Elihu D. Stone. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Israel Aereminski, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt . 

The Chairman extended a welcome to Dr. Goldmann on his return from his visit 
to London. 

MINUTES CF 1/iEETINGS 

The minutes of the Executive Committee held February 21st were approved. 

RESOLUTION OF ~CTIONS O01!.MITTEE 

A letter was read containing a resolution adopted by the members of the 
Greater Actions Committee resident in tle United States at their zooeting held 
~iarch 14th. (Attached) 

T' e letter also reported the decision taken by this meeting to request the 
Emergency Cou: cil to delegate one of its representatives to render, from time to 
time, reports of its activities to the meetings of the Actions Committee . 

A motion was made and unanimously passed that the resolution of the members 
of the Actions Ccmmittee be noted and that the suggestion be accepted of delegating 
one of the memb ers of the Emergency Council to report to the Actions Committee from 
time to time. 

RESOLUTIO - BEFORE COHGBESS 

Rabbi Feuer reported that in accordamce with the decision reac ed at 
meeting oft e Executive Committee to dertake a survey of the situation a~ 
obtains in the Capitol at present with refcre ce to tho pending resolutions, 
Mr. Sa.ck, I.~r. Stone and he had root with Congressmen Cellor, Wright, Compton, 
Bloom, McCormac - nnd Ellison on March 15th mid 16th and discussed the matter 

he l a st 
it 

Rone, 
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thoroughly with them, particularly in the light of the President's statement. All 

of these Congressmen were agreed that it would be difficult to bring the resolution 

out of the House Foreign Affairs Committee in its present form at this time. If it 

were brought up for discussi n in the Committee, a demarrl would be made to have re­

presentatives of the State and War Departments testify~ Some members of the Com­

mittee were anxious to have action taken on the resolution, in order, apparently, to 

be able to say to their constituents that they were ready to act favorably but were 

helpless in the face of the testimony of the military~ And even if the resolution 

were voted out of Committee~ Rabbi Feuer and his colleagues in Washington gathered 

from these conversations, there was a strong likelihood of a lengthy debate on t he 

floor of the House and attempts to a11end and emasculate the resolution. iJe have 

already been uarned0 Rabbi Feuer stated, that there are some members who would a t t ack 

and try to delete the last phrase of the resoluticn dealing with the Commonwealth, 

either because t ey have been reached by our opponents or because it is an unusual. 

procedure for Congress to commit it self with regard to a specific political formula 

for another country. There is also a strong likelihood that the mi litary objection 

would be made a subject of debate. 

In the course of these conversations, Rabbi Feuer stated, it was hinted, and 

in some cases openly suggested that a milder resolution would have a far greater 

chance of sucoess and that such a resolution might even be obtained rather quickly. 

This, of course, would indicate that the objections to the r esolution arc political 

and not military. 

With regard to the action taken by the House Foreign Affairs Cammi ttee on 

Friday, ia.rch 17th5 to defer the resolution~ Rabbi Feuer reported that Er. Sack, 

1/ir. Stone and he had seen Mr o Bloom en the 15th and inquired of him whether in vie,1 

of tho President's statement he thoug.1.t that it ,1ou ld be possible to gt favorable 

action on the r e solution. ~~n Blocm~s advice was tha t taking into account the inter­

vention of the military in its p~escnt f orm tho r e solution did not have any possi­

bility of being voted out of Committee., Rabbi Feuer and his colleagues left 

fir. Bloom's office with the defi nite impre ssion that he had agreed that it was 

advisable not to take any nction c.t present and that the status quo would be main­

tained; and thoy also fol t ccnvinced after this meeting that l!.r. Bloom was no longer 

friendly to the r e solution, The next day, as Rabbi Feuer learned Friday aft rnoon, 

notices nere sent out to the members of the Foreign Affairs Committee calling them 

to a meeting Friday morning. Mr. Wright , too, was very much surprised, since he had 

also undorstc. od from Ero Blc om that nothing would be done. On learning about the 

meeting, at which .Assistant Secretary of ar 9 John J. l✓icCloy, testified and a letter 

from Mro Stimcon was read, Rabbi Feuer and 1~. Stone immediately went to see -~ • . 

Bloom, who was not friendly and insisted he understood that they had wanted him to 

call a meeting of the Committee. He stated that one of the reasons for his action 

was that he was forced to it by the Foreign .Affairs Committee, who had on t ;10 

occasions vote d to call before the Committee representatives of the State and War 

Departments. Somo members felt that it uas imperative for them to give their con­

stituents an explanation of the inactivity of the Committee in conn ction nith the 

resolution, The second reason was I/a-o Dicksteinis intimation on tho floor of the 

House that he would call the resolution out by petition. \,'hen he learned of that 

u-. Bloom made up his mind at once to call a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Comm.i ttcr 

lla-o Bloom pointed out that the action of the Committee meant only that it ha , 

taken the advice of the War Departmont and issued a statement that at this time it 

is unwise to do anything. The r solution is pending and can be brought up for acti,_ 

:?.t the approprio.te time. 11.r. Bloom a.gain expressed the opinion that an amended 

rusolution 0 which omitted reference to the Commonweal th, would havo a chance , and 

when he was aaked hon the military objections could be overcome by amendments, uhen 
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they were directed to the resolution in its entirety, he was reluctant to reply • 

summing up his report 0 Rabbi Feuer stated that it was his opinion, based on 
the conversations that he had1: that the Common 7eal th resolution could not be passed 
at present, that the President's stateffient has made no difference to that situation 
in that the statement had no relation to the military objectionso 

Dr. Silver referred to the feeling among some Congressmen that despite the 
military objections , a different kind of resolution bas a chance of passage, and 
their belief that we have made it difficult to have a resolution on Palestine passed 
because of our insistence on including the reference to the Jeuish Commonwealth. 
There is the danger, Dr. Silver pointed out~ that these people may introduce a 
different l~ind of resolution ,:1hich might be a face saver for themselveso He also 
referred to the recent activities of the Bergson group who have apparently been 
urging some of the Congressmen to think in terms of a modified resolution. 

Mr. Stone stated that he had received a message from :Boston th ta Congress­
man is planning to introduce another resolution on Palestine in the House within a 
week or ten days which will not include any mention of the Commonw ~altho If such 
a resolution is introduced and is passod0 it ,-:ould me·nn the end our resolution. 
Any resolution on Palestine that is passed by Congress now will be the only resolu­
tion on Palestine which Congress uill consider. 

It was felt that the threat of another resolution on Palestine being intro­
duced in Congress should not affect our action with regard to our resolution. It 
was believed t.1.1at it should be ma.de lmO\·m to pecple in Congress that we accept the 
advice of the military that nothing shell be done at present and indicate that ue 
will advi.se them nhen we wish to hn.ve the resolution revived; and that we should 
publicize the fact that the resoJ.ution v1as deferred because of military considcra,.. 
tions and without reference to its merits. 

With re6ard to our program of activities at this pointr the view uns expressed 
that we hn.ve reached a stage in our campaign which cru.ls for reconsideration of the 
whole situation, thn.t while in our effort to get the resolution through Congress HO 
had to arouse tnc public in behnlf of that program, it was now necessary to consider 
the line to be talc n in the ne,v circumstances. 

It was agreed that this matter required a thorough discussion and it 1:.~s 
decided to meet again in the evening for this purpose. 

RESOLUTION FOR • ~ISON SQ,UARE GAEDE MEET I G 

A draf~ resolution which had been prepared for presentation to the 100cting 
to be held at 1.:0.dison Squa.re Gardens on March 21st was read. A. number of chD.nges 
were suggested and a commi tteo of three was appointed to draw up tho final form 0£ 
the resolutiono 

DR. GOLDVJANNiS REPORT OM VISIT TO LONDON 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, ,vho had returned from London a fe v deys before, reported 
briefly on the Zionist political situation in London and ~n the reaction there to 

• the developmeuts in connection with the Congressional Resolution. (Report on file)A 

NATIONAL PETITIOs 

The Palestine Commission of the American Jewish Conference has requested the 
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Emergency Council to reach a decision on the proposal for a national petition. The 
Commission had canvassed the members of the Interim Committee of the Conference and 
obtained their permission to proceed with the plan; ond the mechnnics for setting 
it in motion are more or leass ready. The Emergency Council would have to cover tbe 
cost, which would be high, and it was for u.s to decide whether the Conference should 
proceed . 

A discussion ensued on the advisability of undertaking this project at this 
time. It uas pointed out that now thc'1.t the resolutions have been deferred and tie 

nust mark time, a nati0nnl petition ,1ould provide nork for the local committees. 
Some members of the Executive felt that \7ith the consituency feeling somenhat dis­
turbed a.bout the deferraent of the resolution, it was necessary to give them some 
stimulus for further activity; nnd that unless we give them a project of major 
importnnce to engage their energies during the coming months, the great asset ne 
have gained in the effective machine v,e have built up for the mobiliznti on of public 
opinion would be dissipated. 

On the other band, it was believed that this was not the psychological moment 
for a petition nnd that we should arm.it a more opportune time. It was also felt thc.t 
it ought not to be undertaken for the sole purpose of giving our people something to 
do. 

.After some further discussion it was decided to go into this ma.tter more 
thoroughly at a future meeting . 

11 H.ARVE ST IN THE DE SERT11 

A letter uas read from Judge Levinthal sugges~ing that the Emergency Council 
order 51 000 copies of Maurice S::um.1.el 1s book 11 Harvest in the Desert". Judge Levinthnl 
highly recommended the book nnd indicated that the Zionist Organization ~as also 
ordering 5 1000 copi s. 

It was decided thnt this matter be referred to the Public~tions Committee 
and that the Connnittce be given full pouer to act on Judge Levinthol's recommend~ 
tion. 

The eeting adjourned nt 6:00 P. 1ft. 

A. L • 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED .AT MEETING OF IAE:'ffiERS 

OF THE GREATER ACTIOrs co /IlfLITTEE BESIDENT IN NEW YORK 

Wia.rch 14, 1944 

The members of the Zionist Acticns Committee note with great satis­

faction the very significant work conducted by the American Zionist 

Emergency Council in recent months in the presentation of the Zionist 

case before American public opinion; in the hearings before the Foreign 

Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives and the nationuwide 

Zionist propaganda which ensued as a result of these activities, thus 

placing the Zionist solution openly and courageously before the American 

people as the only answer to the overwhelming Jewish tragedy • 

The .Actions Committee ex-presses the hope that the .American Zionist 

Emergency Council will be encouxaged to continue its work in the same 

spirit and devotion which has characterized its activities hitherto • 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CONFIDE-TIAL NO. 19 

AMERIO.Ai~ ZIO ~IST E~•~RGENCY COUNCIL 

1 INUTES OF MEETI :G OF EXECUTIVE CJ n,:ITTEE 

Uarch 20 0 1944 

~ HUG SESSION 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding)• ~urice Eoukstein, Rabbi :/olf Gold, 
l/a-s. Rose Hal.print Louis Lipsky~ Emanuel NeumaJ1n:- l!I's o Tamar Pool, Louis Segal, 
Herman Shulman, Iii.rs. Rebecca Shulman, Robert Szold, (eyer • Wei £gal, David '\7ertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Harvin Lowenthal. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K~ Isreeli~ Arthur Lourie, Abrams. iagida, 
Harold P. !1ianson1 Leo Sack, Hnrry L. Shapiro, Elihu Do Stone., 

Isaiah L. renen, Israel .eremi nm, Judge Bernard A. Ro senbal tt. 

PROGRAM 

The discussion begun during the afternoon session on the action to be taken 
with regard to the pending Resolu t ions and uith regard to the further action to be 
carried out by t'1e local emergonc;y comzro. ttecs ."a s continued. 

It was the consensus that we mst continue to extend our political contact 
and educo.tinnal nark in V/ashin ton. It ,,as felt that this work should be curried 
on irrespective of tho resolution and \7hat may come in the future and that~ if 
necessary, additiu 1cl peoples o- ld bo engaged to carry on these extended activities 
in ·,ashinf;ton. 

Dr~ Silver raised tho question again of tho danger of a weaker resolution 
being introduced in Congress by groups hostile to us. which danger made the matter 
of the defermen·~ of our ro olution moro serious than it might otherwise have b en. 
The introducticn of such a rosolution uould put our whole movement in an embo.rrass­
ing situation, o.nd we wo;ild Qe placed in tho position of wanting to fight it but 
being unable to do so• We would be accused of preferring to keep Jews out of 
Palestine rnthe~ tnan yield on tho Commonwealth. Dr. Silver referred to the editor­
ial which appeared in the 1 ou York Post that afternoon, v,hich, like a similar 
editorial which ho.d appeared a short time bofore 0 spoke of the necessity of con­
sidering Palestine as a haven of refuge for Jews from Europe and not worrying now 
about hat will be tho future political status of that country. These editorials 
s emed to bo preparing tho ground for the introduction of a resolution lihich uould 
make imntion only of immigration into Palestine and omit any ruference to the Cormoo;._ 
wealth. It was neoossnry 0 Dr. Silver said, to get into touch with tho leaders of 
both political pD.l·tios nt once and inform them that wo accept the decision of the 
military and do net rlish them to consider any other resolution. 

Dr. GoldrJD.lll1 expressed the opinion tho.t nothing worse could happen to us 
than agreeing to modify our resolution. Such n modificntton would be IOOst plonsing 
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to the British Colonial Office, and there would furthermore be a grave split in the 
Zionist movement. ~ recognized that the danger of others introducing a modif i ed 
resolution existed and agreed with Dre Silver that quick action wa s necessary in 
order to forestnll any attempt to introduce such a resolution. He also believed 
that a statement should be issued explaining tha t a modified resolution meoos nothinc 
and thereby put ourselves on record to that effect. If necessary, he b lieved, we 
could fight such a resolution if it is introduced. Dr. Goldmann further pointed out 
that even though the President's statement did not mention the Comrionv,ealth, its 
importance lay in the circuµistances in which it Tias issued. A resolution passed by 
Congress that does not do so would be of no value. Congress will not pass more than 
one resolution on Palestine. Once Congress speaks, we must insist on a full stat&-4 
ment. 

Dr. Goldmann warned against overestimating the miisance value of the Bergson 
group. He realized that we face a difficult situat i on because of them, but he be-. 
lieved we should not allow them to drive us to action we would not otherwise take. 
The Zionist movement has had similar difficulties to face in the past when they had 
to fight the Revisionist group, 

With rega:cd to our prograru, Dr, Goldmann pointed out that it ~as not ~ise to 
use high pressure methods continuouslye SUch methods would be IOOre eff ective, he 
believed, if the work is carried on quietly for a time. He, too, stressed the great 
importance of educational work in \Vashingtono mhe cooperation of Aroorica is esse~ 
tial in the final solution of the Pale stine problem and it is necessary to concen­
trate on educating members of Congr oss and otl ers. The Conference recently h ld in 
Washington was, he believed, of gr0at significance in this respect • 

As far as a program for tho v.-·1ole country ,,1a s concerned, Dr. Goldmann ro• 
ferred to the decision of the J o\·1ish .Agency Executive to pres s its demand once more 
for a Je~ish military force and indicated tha t t he next few months would have to be 
devoted to supporting this demando In addi ticn, we should continue with our poli ti­
cal demands. 

Discus ~ing the Presidont 1o statement, Dr. Silver referred to the broadcast 
from Cairo on lv!8.1"Ch 18th in which Arnim Iioyer, the CBS newscaster, stated: 11 An 
eye-witness told me yesterday that when King Ibn Saud., whose favor America is court­
ing, first heard the report a week ago that President Roosevelt had expressed him,. 
self in favor of a Jm;ri sh Palestine the Saudiar-Arabian King became exceedingly angry 
and referred to it as a stabbing in tho back. 11 Dr, Sil vcr believ d that ne should 
make the most of the President's statement. In its illg;:>lications, it uas tho most 
promising thing we have had in the last five years. Dr. Silver pointed out that 
this statement was obtained as a result of great pressure of public opinion, and 
believed that t~e pressure should be continued in ordor that the President be kept 
aware that tho American people look to him to take concrete action to givo evidence 
of his gocd will 0 

Dre Silver also stressed the importance of making every effort to overcome 
the hositili ty of the members of the State Department. 

\'lith regard to the President's statement 0 Mr. Szold pointed out that if we 
press too far the matter of interpreting this statement it might invite a different 
kind of interpretation from some of our enemies, which migh possibly lead to a modi­
fication of the statement, He agreed that we ought to make the most it, but should 
be careful not to invite a modification of it. 

If.r. Szold also raised the question again of the committee of strategy propos 
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at the previous meeting. Since the Executi,e Committee is too large a body to me et 
more frequently, he favored the suggestion that there be a comrnittee of three, in 
addition to the t,.,o co-chairmen, to study the si tuatiC' n consta-ritly. He believed 
that such a committee, v:hich ,;:ould be at the disposal of the co-chairmen all the 
time, would add to the efficiency oft e Executive considerably. 

1hr. Boukstein urged that in c on tac ting Gove r nment officials in c.1,s:-iing t on 9 
not only the men at the top be reached but also tne officials of second and t hird 
rank, since tncy are consulted on matters of interest tc us and it is important tc 
educate them as nell . 

Nir. Mormri in ski made a number of sug~;cstic- ns. He recommended that a circular 
be sent to the l ocal emergency c r-mrnittees requesting trem t o have letters sent to 
the President expressing their satisfactio n vith his helpful statement and indicat­
ing that they were a ,.mi ting c oncrete efforts which would ensure a large Je-,v ish 
immigrat ion t o Palestine and which would lead t o a Je',7ish Common\·:eal th. The con­
stituency should also be asked to nrite t o the Foreign .Affairs Comuit t ee expressing 
their su~prise at the decision to defer the resolution, indicating tna t they re­
cognize that it ~.7as due to military considera ti r ns, but since the cbj ecti .... n s of the 
military were 17ithout reference to the roorits of t he r 0soluticn they felt certain 
that they would n c t 3grce to any change in t he wording but r,ould bring the ccmple te 
resolution out cf Committee as soon as a chang e in tho rnili tary si tu :...tion warranted 
it. Mr . Mereminsk i suggested that t hese letters t c t 1e Foreign Affairs Ccmmi ttce 
should also urge the members of t e Committee not tc allow the terrrpor[l.ry deferment 
of the r e soluticn to bring about a modificatiGn of its content • 

Vu. Mereminski pointed out that our constituency were given to expect too 
mu.ch and aro no\7 disappointed. They should be told, ho b clievod, tha t they rmst 
work but nust net expect r e sults for sore time. The President's stateroont. they 
should be inf orL1ed, r,as obtained in large measure a a result of their acti Vi ties. 
He also SQ.ggested tha t in all our approaches we should stre s8 the fact that even 
the Arabs new feel tha t the White Par>er cannot stand. He believed that we should 
concentrate on rtcits to u~. iiull and the Pre sident in an effort to have p ractical 
steps taken to abrogate the White Paper . He urged that we bear in mind t hat in 
Palestine things are happenin5 which are endanger ing our economic and i ndustriaJ. 
position in the country. If we are not realistic, he pointed out 0 we will b e told 
that imnigra.nts connot be brought into Palestine because there is not sufficient 
food for them~ 

With regard to the activities of the Berg son group, .ru. 1ereminski urged 
that the Zionist constituency be informed that whereas in Pale stine th ir coll eages 
in the Irgun are demanding a maximum Zionist p r ogram tne group here is minimizing 
the program and a s evidence of this fact they should be told about Be rgson I s approac 
to the Ju ·.rish Labor Corrnni ttoe with whom they sought a partnership on the grounds 
that they were only v10rking for J ewish immigratton into Palestine. 

•U-o Mereminsk i also urged that attenti0n should be paid to the invitation 
extended by the British Parliament to a delcgaticn of the American Congress to visit 
England. 

in which 
In the course of further discussion,/many of ~hooe present participated, 

further sug~estions were made by various members present. 1 r. ShulIDD.n9 who took 
over the chair vhen Dr. Silver left the meeting in order to keep a speaking engage­
ment, summed up the sense of the meeting as follows: 

It was agreed tbe.t not only do we not revise our resolution but that we do 
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everything in our power to prevent t ' e introducti n of a resolution by any other 
group; that the leaders of Congress be socn and every effort made to persuade them 
not to support a modified resolution. 

That a letter be sent to the local eroorgency cornraittees notifying them that 
the present lino is that for tno moment e accept the deferment of tho resoluticn, 
that we hope it Yill be a short deferment 0 nnd that v:e do not wish to compromise on 
the wording of t::e resolution. Tne danger involved in a modified resolution should 
be explained to t:1e constituency, and they should be asked to make this clear to 
their Congres £men. 

In addition, it was agreed that a conference should be called in order to 
outline a complete program of acti.:-n for tho country. 

A moticn ,-,as also mo.de that it be recomr,1ended to the co-chairmen that a 
comrni t tee of three be appointed to r.ork .1i th them in drar:ing up a pre gram of action 
for the coming months. 

The meeting adjourned at 11~00 P ~o 

A. L • 
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CONF !DENT lA.L NO. 6 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST E~AERGENCY com OIL 

umu~s OF LmETING HELD 1/~RCH 21, 1944 

A meeting of the Atoorican Zionist Emergency Council was held YIDnday, i'.'iarch 
27th, at 8~15 P. 111., at 342 lf.adison Avenue, New York City • 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Vass Julliet Benjamin, -~ice Boukst cin, 
Philip Cruso, l~she Fu.rmansky, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldsteir 
·r.rs. S. Goldstein, Ir.rs. Esther Gottesman, ,:rs. Rose Halprin, Benjamin Itzkoui tz, 
hrs. Rose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi r. ~~. Kov1alsky, Israel !.orominski, Rabbi Irving 
Hiller, Isaac l aidi tch, Emanuel Neumann, l.u-s. Tamar Pool, Judge Bernard A. Ro scnblatJ 
Samu.cl Rothstein, I~s. :Bortha Schoolman, louis Segal, Simon Shotzcr, S. Shockcn, 
Mrs. Rebecca Shul{llail, Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Elihu D. Stone, 
Yirs. Zip Szold, Robert Szold, ?{eyer W. Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. I. :B. :Berkson, Arnold K. lsreeli, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Hans Lamro, 
Arthur Lourie, Abram s. ·.~ida, Harold P. I/$lson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenen, Robert Silverman. 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

The minutes of the Emergency Council iooeting held February 21st were approved. 
In connection with the Resolution of the Actions Committee, reported in the minutes 
of the Executive Committee meeting held !1"8.rch 20th, it was suggested that the names 
of the immbers of the Actions Committee who endorsed it be noted together with the 
Resolution. 

The Chairman extended a welcome to Hr. Shocken; and to Rabbi Irving ·dllor, 
who has undertaken to servo as chairman of the Community Contacts Comntl.tteo. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Silver revieuod,in chronological order, the developments in tho political 
work during tho past fou months. He referred to the possible effect on the issuance 
of the expected staterent on Pale~tine of the deterioration of the military situatio1 
in Italy and aJ.so of the oil negotiations. In the past few months the attitude of 
officiaJ. Washington had returned to \1hcre 1 t had been for aloost a year, that is 1 to 
an attitude negative and nithdrawing. It remained to be seen, Dr. Silver stated, 
whether the improvement registered by the President's stateioont of Y'8.l"ch 9th, which 
he believed was due to the pressure of public• opinion, will continue and will cul­
minate in some action. 

Dr. Silver observed that what ras transpiring in tho Noar East nith regard to 
oil might call for a reorientation of our thinking. The American Government, througl 
the oil negotiations, is becoming involved in problems of the Near East and is likel; 
to have a real political stoke in that part of the world. Therefore our approach 
towards our own Governroon t may have to take on a different character. It v,ill be 
important to bring out the coincidence of the interests of our own Government with 
those of the Jewish National Home. The implications of tho developments in regard 
to oil also require study. Up to now we have assumed thnt these oil negotiations 



.. ,_ .. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2-

are inimical to us and will cause great harm to the Jewish Nntional Home. With our 
State Department toking a pro \1hite Pnper line they mn.y do that. :But they need not 
necessarily. Some of our best friends in the Government are in favor of the oil 
line. They foresee an arrangement there which \1ill not do harm to our cause. 
Others 1 like General Hurley, see it in te1 .. ms of sacrificing the Je\1ish National 
Home. 

Rabbi Feuer reported on the developments in Washington during the past week. 
Acting in accordance uith the decision of the last Executive Committee meeting he 
and his colleagues in Washington began, a~d will continue to do everything possible 
to safeguard against the introduction of a resolution by the League for a Free 
Palestine. Rabbi Feuer pointed out that it cannot be guaranteed, of course, despite 
all efforts, that such action can be averted; ruid, he said, there is some reason to 
believe that the Be~gson group are contemplating introducing a resolution sooner or 
later. Every effort will be made, however, to forestall it. 

Rabbi Feuer also reported on a meeting which Ya. Sack, hr. Stone and he had 
had with Congressmen Celler, Dickstein1 Ellison and Weiss. (;,u-., :Bloom and lf.r. 
Sabath had also been invited but did not attend). At this mooting tho question of 
the pending resolutions and our future course with regard to them \1as discussed in 
detail. It was tho consensus of opinion of the Congressmen that without interforcnc 
the resolutions would have passed overwhelmingly. Congressmen Dickstein stated that 
close to fifty Representatives voluntarily offered to sign tho petition which ho had 
threatened to circulate to bring tho Resolution out of Comrdttee. (In view of what 
transpired he decided to abandon this idea for the time being). 

The danger of a weaker resolution being introduced was discussed with the 
Congressmen, and they agreed completely that this would be harmful to the Zionist 
cau'e and pledged themselves not to b'llpport any move to introduce such a resolution 
but itand by the Cozmnonr:eal th resolution. They did not think it likely that such a 
resolution ~muld be introduced in the near future because they felt that vii th the 
attitude of the War Department so uell kno .m in Congress no individual Congressman 
r10uld be likely to be foolhardy enought to sponsor it; and also because if such a 
re solution ,1ere in traduced, it uould be referred to tho Foreign Affairs Commit tee 
'7hich, from the point of vie\7 of consistency, could do nothing but pursue tho saioo 
course as they had adopted ,Ii th the CoIIllOOn,,.,eaJ. th resolution. 

Rabbi Feuer referred to the danger involved in a situation where the Foreign 
Affairs Committee would have t\7o resolutions before it and might, folloning the path 
of least resistance, report out the ueaker resolution. If it should come about that 
there uould be two resolutio11s before the Conmi ttee, ne \70u.ld have two al ternativest 
Rabbi Feuer believed - either to stand firm by aµr resolution, uhich the Committee 
would have to consider first, and depond upon its going through by a majority vote, 
or agreeing to make some concession in the wording of our resolution in return for 
some concession on the part of tho opposition in tho Committoo. 

Continuing his report on tho meeting uith the four Congressmen, Rabbi Feuer 
stated that thoy were of the opinion that wo ought to continue our public activities 
and propaganda. They su.ggostod using an additional device, namely, circularizing thE 
Congressioon '7i th a questionnaire, to be sent ·to thom by their consti tu.on ts between 
nou and election timo1 ro~esing them to express themselves ns to their attitude on 
the Comroonwealth resolution. This is a usual procedure and ono nhich is adopted by 
many groups to sound out Congressional opinion. 

Rabbi Feuer roported,too, on an interview uith Senator Brewster, uho is a 
member of the Sonate Commi tteo which is mal:ing o.n inquiry into tho oil situation, 
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during which the Senator developed the point that a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine 
would be valuable to the United States. Senator Breuster al.so referred to the articl( 
by Ben-Horin which nas to appear in the forthcoming issue of 11 Harper 1 s 11 entitled 
11 The Soviet Wooing of Palestine", which uorried him considerably. 

With regard to further action in connection with the rosolution, Rabbi Feuer 
indicated that this week, in recognition of the approach of March 31st, Senators 
Clark, Bridges and Johnson are planning to deliver addresses calling the attention 
of Congress to the i1q>ending immigration deadline. It was urged that a Senator 
friendly to the .A.a.ministration also be asked to speak in this connection. 

DR. GOLDSTEINl S BEPORT 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, uho had returned the previous week from London, reported 
on conversations he had had with various members of the British Government as uell 
as with the .Archbishops of Canterbury and Westminster, President Benesr the American 
.Ambassador and the American head of UNRRA., Dr. Goldstein said he had gone to sco 
the last named in order to draw his attention to the fact that Palestine can meet 
some of the needs of UNRRA. (Report on Dr. Goldstein's conversations on file). 

Dr. Goldstein stated that his feeling was that the constitutional provisions 
of the ffili te Paper would not be implemented ( there has been some concern in London 
on this question), that innnigration will continue, that the Commonuealth idea is 
under consider..:.tion, and that we ought to go on pressing our case. With regard to 
the delay in the issuance of a statement on Palestine, Dr. Goldstein indicated that 
the view in Zionist circles in wndon uas that this ~as due to the changed time 
table of the war • 

Dr. Weizmann 1s opinion as to what wo ought to do here, said Dr. Goldstein, 
uas that r1e s ould indicate to our Government that ue have been lot domi by them in 
connoction vlith tho Congress Resolution, and that they oue us ome compensation, \Jhicr 
should take the form of presoing tho British Govermoont to reach a decision no soon 
as possible and to conmnmicatc that decision to the Aloorican Gov0rnroont. If tho 
~ritish Government were to reach a decision themselves and communicate it to no one, 
they would not be bound by it, but by communicating it to the United States Govern­
ment they would be committed to it. It was felt in London that the visit of Hr . 
Stettinius to London at this time might of importance in this connection. 

JEWISH LHLITARY FORCE 

It ~as decided to postpone discussion of this matter to the meeting of the 
Executive the following ~nday1 \"Jhen Dr. Goldmann could be present; and it was fur­
ther decided that in the meantime Dr. Goldmalln be asked not to make any further 
pu.blic statements concerning the propos~ to press again for a Je~ish dlitary Force • 

ACTS OF TERROR IN PA.IESTL~ 

The question of the Emergency Council issuing a statement to the press con­
demning the acts of terror in Palestine and the kind of statement that should be 
issued were discussed. A draft statement which had been prepared was read. which, 
in addition to condemning strongly the terroristic acts, also ma.de reference to the 
restraint practised by the Yishuv during the years of Arab terror and to the Govern­
ment 1s appeasement of the Arabs. 

exvresscd 
The opinion w~a/tha.t any attempt to explain the reason for the acts of terror 

might be construed as a desire on our part to justify them. Dr. Goldstein conveyed 
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w~. Shertok•s view that we must not leave a:ny loopholes that might give that im­
pression. It ,1as felt that the Council should issue a statement of pure condemnatim 

only, associating itself with the statements already issued by the JeTiish Agency 
Executive in Palestine and by Dr. Weizmann. 

Some of those present felt that tho Emergency Council r:as not called upon to 

issue any statement, that the YtslPti i!'nd the J'er,ish Agency had spoken and it uas net 
advisable to pub:icizc tho matto¥J. l motion was made to the effect that the Council 
merely adopt a resolution condemning the acts of terror and leave it to the Zionist 
orga:ns in the country to express themselves very strongly against these acts 
in Palestine. 

Other members felt, however, that the situation called for a staterrent by 
the Emergency Council. It ,1as pointed out t·ia.t r,c have been quick to issue state­

ments against the Palestine Administration, nhen the situation has ca.1J.ed for such 
condenmation, and if we ignore the present occurrences it might be used against us. 
The subject of terror in Palestine has been heard on the radio for the past three 

days nnd: it r,as felt, the American Zionists could not be silent. Ue ought to go 

on record as condemning the terroristic acts, but at the scmc timo rm should d.ra\7 

attention to the situation in Palestine ,·,hich brought them about. 

Aftor further discusslon a vote uas tal~en on tho three motions made: 1) to 
issu.e no statement to the press, but to direct the Zionist organs to express them­
selves on the subject; 2) to issue a stateroont of pure condemnation only~ quoting 
the statement issued by the Jer,ish Agency Executive; 3) to issu.e a statcroont con­

demning the acts of terror mid also referring to the situati~n in Pnlestino r,hich 
brought them about. By a majority veto, tho socond motion nas passed • 

CONFEBENOE OF LOCAL E?~RGE!TCY COWt!TTEE CHAIRlr.EN 

Dr& Silver placed before the Council, for its approvalr the proposal made at 
the meeting of the Executive Committee held March 20th to call n. conforonce of the 

local Emergency Commi ttoo Chairmen" It mis the considered judgment of Mro Slmpiro 
and Rabbi Feuer, Dr., Silver sto. tod0 that it y;ould be advisable to have uno thor 

meeting, similar to the one hold in Cl.ovclund in December, to lo.st one or two d~ys 
in order to o.cquu.int tho heads of tho local commi ttoos ui th \7hn.t has been done and 

is being done, and in order to outline to them cle.arly our line for the proximate 
future. The Executive wished to have the authorization to proceed with such a 
meeting, to be held in Washington shortly after Passover. 

It was pointed out that many proposnls rlith regard to program had been ma.de 
at the Executive Committee meoting of 1B.rch 20th including a rucommo11dation that a 

sub-committee be appointed to work out a detailed program of o.cticn for tho coming 

rronths. SUch a committee had been appointed but it hn.d not yet b en possible for 
tho monibors to meet. .A.t tho noxt meeting of tho Executive it ,10uld no doubt bring 

in a number of rocommondaticns, including perhaps one ~ith roforoncc to the holding 
of a conforonco. 

It was recommended that action on tho question of the conference be post­
ponsed until the next meeting~ when it could be taken up in connection with the 
entire program of further action • 

Dr. Silver pointed out that the question of the conference was purely an 
administrative matter, that the group cf local chairmen to be callod in are not to 
lay doun new p0lin·e~. The meeting that ua~ called in Cleveland was never discuseec 

by the Council. Furthermore, it would take four or five weeks to complete arrange­

ments for a conforonco, and by tho time it was held our pi-ogram ,1ould havo boon 
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It was urged by some members that tho program of future action in connection 
with the resolutions before Congress be taken up by the full Council. It \7as 
pointed out that it mey take more than one meeting to get our line clear, and that• 
if necessary, additional meetings of the Council should be held. It was argued 
that it was the function of the larger body to deal with policy and the purpose of 
the Executive to carry out that policy. It was therefore moved that the meeting 
to be held next week be an all day mee~ing of the Emergency Council and that it 
be devoted to a discussion of program. 

It was pointed out that even the Executive is too large a body to permit of 
efficiency in ''°r~ing out a detailed program, and that little progress would be 
made if the details were to be worked out by the larger body~ An amendment was 
therefore moved that tho Executive hold sessions noxt Monday roorning ond afternoon 
and the Council meet in the evening. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that a procedure has boon folloued in the last few 
months which met with the approval of this body. The Executive met the first and 
third Mondays of each month and the full Council in the eveni:ug cf the third V.onday. 

This procedure was followed religiously, and Tihen necessary addi tlonal. meetings were 
held. No matters of importance uere acted upon rlitbout being discussed by the Com­
mittee. J.t the last meeting of the Executive, he pointed out, uhich included an 
afternoon and evening session, questions ~ere raised looking touard our program for 
the next fen months • .A.shad already bean stated, it \7as rocommcndcd that a committee 
of five be appointed to meet ~uickly and docide on a program of activities for the 
proxima.to future • .A. report from that Committee ~as to be expected in time for the 
next mooting. 

After further discussion tho motion and the amondrrent were votod upon, and by 

a majority vote the motion calling for sessions of the plenum for !nndey nx>rning o.nd 
afternoon, to be f ollo~ed by a m\,;o ·ting of tho Exccuti vc in tho evening, nas carried. 

The meeting adjourned ut 11.50 P. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. ? 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF 1'DTING HELD APRIL 3, 1946. 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency CoW1cil was held 1onday, April 
3rd, at 10:00 A. I., at 342 iadison Avenue, New York City . 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. ise (presiding), XurtBlumenfeld, Va.urice Boukstein, Philip 
Cruso, Lirs. Judith Epstein, ,~oshe ]urmansky, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. 
Nahum Goldmann, Paul L. Gold.man, Dr. Israel Goldstein, ·ri.rs. Sam Goldstein, 1~:rs. Rose 
Halprin, Dr. James G. Heller, Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Leib Ja:ffe, Rabbi Ua.x Kirshblum, 
lv.d.ss Jeannette Leibel, Louis Lipsky, l/arvin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving I,iiller, Isaac 
Naidi tch, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, liJs. Etta. Rosensohn, Hiss Dvora Rothbard 
Samu.el Rothstein, wa-s. J3ertha SChoolman, s. Shocken, Hrs. Rebecca Shulman, Herman 
Shulman, Dr~ Abba Hillel Silver, Elihu D. Stone, Robert Szold, l✓.eyer W. Weisgal and 
David Wertheim. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Israeli, Hans La.nm, Arthur 
Lourie, Abram s. liiagida, Harold P. Ea.nson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isadore Cooperman, Sanuel Schwisberg. 

The Chairman welcomed hr. Schwisberg, member of the Praesidium of the Zionist 
Organization cf Canada. 

The suggestion was made, and approved, that the Executive meet that afternoon, 
instead of in the evening, as previously scheduled, and the plenum meet ~ain in the 
evening. 

PROORAE 

A discussion took place on the program of the Council for the coming months. 

Vi.r. Szold recommended that the War and State Departments, as well as the 
people dealing with the oil question be contacted and asked to agree that as soon 
as the military situation has improved they will permit us to go ahead with our 
resolution; and that the 8€reement of the Congrcsszoon and Senators be secured to 
bringing out the resolution before Congress as it was at present, and no other when 
tho time comes . 

Dr. Goldstein pointed out that the mst important factor in the future of 
Palestine is the British Cabinet. He believed that we ought to point out to our 
governroont, and primarily to the President and the State Department, that they have 
let us down, and that therefore they o\le us some compensation, which should talce the 
form of pressing upon the British Cabinet the importance of its reaching a decision 
at this time, without necessarily making this decision public, but co11UIW1icating it 
to our government. This would ensure that the l3ri tish Government would not be able 
to reverse itself later on. Dr. Goldstein referred to the feeling in London that 
the presence of Mr. Stettinius with his aides there might be used as an opportunity 
of pressing a decision on tho British Government. 
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Dr. Wise referred to the effect the negotiations on the pipelirein the fiddle East might have on the future of Palestine as a matter requiring careful considera,­tion. 

Ur. Furma.nsky said that although he strongly endorsed the excellent work done by the E112rgency Council in the last few months, he considered the recent events a defeat and deplored any attempt to consider it a partial victory. Although he recognized that the military situation and the oil negotiations were important reasons which contributed to this defeat, he felt we aught to take into account another reason - the lack of full Jewish organization and unity in the fight against the White Paper. He thought it would be a mistake to take a rigid attitude towards the formlla we have adopted. He believed a general re-evaluation of the situation was needed as well as a realistic approach to the resolution and to the fact that the White Paper still stood. 

Mrs. Epstein stated that the fact that there has been no crystallization of policy against us on the basis of the White Paper is a tribute to our work, because it was due to the hue and cry which we have set up that such a crystallization had been avoided. She pointed out that all the objections raised to the resolutions referred primarily to the immigration of Jews into Palestine; the isS\le had not ce~tered on the Commo~wealth part of the resolution. We were committed to an ideology but not to any particular line of action in achieving our objective. 

Mr. Shulman summarized Dr. Silver 1s review of the present situation at the last meeting of the Council, and ma.de a number of recomnendations for activities to be undertaken. .Al though we had expected an early fornul.ation by Great :Britain of its policy on Palestine, the fornulation has now apparently been postponed. The delay was no doubt due to the developments in the war and perhaps to the oil situa­tion. Our feeling that there would be no announcement to the effect that the White Paper would be abrogated has been borne out by the facts. On tho other band, there has been some indication that the White Paper immigration policy will be broken. Although there has been no definite announcement to this effect, the recent state­ments ma.de by President Roosevelt and Mr. Eden hold out hope. ..ir. Shulman believed that the White Paper policy would be broken through the admission into Palestine of Jews in excess of the 251 000 certificates still available. 

With regard to the resolution before Congress, it is true that we did not succeed in having it passed, but it is also true that we have placed the Palestine issue on the .American agenda, It is believed that Palestine will be discussed at the forthcoming Dominions Conference and also with Ur. Stettinius in London. It is true, too, that for the first time jn five yero~s we S\lCceeded in having the Presi­dent make a statement on Pal£letine. 

Any action that we take today II11st be taken against th:it background that we have a ponding resolution in Congress. The decision we have taken is that we should not press for our resolution at present and that wo should guard against a weaker resolution being introduced. We must take acticn to put that decision into effect. Wi th regard to the danger of another resolution being introduced, Mr. Sbu.lman referred to Va-. lv-1ereminslti 1s suggestion that our people all over the country request their Congressmen and Senators not to support another resolution and to indicate 
that they will be prepared to support our resolution when the military ban is re­m:>vcd . 

With regard to the executive branch of govcrnxoont, we should attempt to secure a IOOre definitive statement from the President, Since, he felt, it might be diffi~ cult to obtain a public announcement at this tim3 1 the next course would be to en­deavor to secure a statement announcing American policy which would not be ma.de 
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public• but which would be su.bmi tted to Mr. Churchill through diplomatic channels. 
This would not meet with objections from the \Var Department because no publicity 
would be given to the statement. It would serve the purpose of making our policy 
knorm to Great Britain, and it could be presented to the Dominions Conference and 
referred to in the consultations with !Ja-. Stettinius. In addition to securing sucl 
a statement from the President, Mr. Shulman recommended that ue press the sugge sti( 
already made that the .Ad.ministration designate some official of the govcrnmcn t 1:1i t l 
whom we can take up our Zionist problems • 

With r Ggard to our propaganda, while it is proper for us to seek the support 
of the Republicans and Democrats, we IDlst definitely avoid an anti-administration 
policy. In all probabili t1' the decision regarding Palestine will be ma.do by the 
present leaders, and we llllst be careful to avoid being labelled anti-administration. 
Nor should we seek the support of knomi reactionaries. 

Dr. Goldstein referred to the fact that some people are s~-ing that the 
White P~per is dead. This is not the case, he pointed out. The rlhite Paper is not 
dead as long as the Jewish National Fund is barred from buying land in all parts 
of Palestine; and with regard to immigration, it was not known how many immigrants 
will be admitted beyond the 25,000 still permitted to enter under the White Paper. 
ije rust continue to agitate against the White Paper and use it as a touchstone 
regarding British honor generally in connection with post war problems. 

With regard to the question as to whether we would have had a better chance 
to pass a resolution on the White Paper only, his observation in Lendon was that 
the same obJectionG that were raised againstthe Commonwealth were raised against 
immigration. \Then he suggested to ~mbers of the »ritish Government that at least 
the White Paper should be abrogated, the same objections were offered. He believed 
that we nust keep on pressing on both these objective s. It seemed to him, Dr. 
Goldstein stated, that there was no choice but to accede to the request of the War 
Department regarding the resolution but we ought to be more closely in touch rd th 
the ijar Depai·tment officials than we have boon. 

Concerning the President's statement, Dr. Goldstein .believed we should accept 
it at its face value. There is a long range problem and an immediate problem. 
That interpretation gives us the possibility of pressing the government again on 
the resolution Y1hen the military situation improves. 

Dr. Golds tein, too, was of the opinion that we must be careful about taking 
an anti-adminiotration attitude. 

Mrs. Schoolman thought v,e must use the first opportunity to press for the 
resolution. Uith regard to the possibility of another resolution being introduced, 
she f cl t that care should be exercised in the method and prccodure of opposing such 
a resolution. We should limit ourselves to tho members of the Foreign Affairs 
Committocs of both Houses instead of canvassing all tho Congressmen, she bcliovcd. 

'iii th r egard to urging the Chief Executive to oxort pressure on Great »rita.in, 
!Jirs. Schoolman suggested that perhaps the United States and Great :Britain are not 
one in their thinking on Palestine, nor do they desire to be. She referred to the 
President's cable to Emir Abdullah stating that nothing would be done witlx>ut con­
sul ting both .Arabs and Jewa; and to the fa.ct that who supports the President I s line 
of thinking, has always emphastzed that Jews and Arabs should get together in Pal­
estine. If there is some competition here between Great »ritain and .America we 
O'lJ€ht to face it. We mllst obtain from our own government a clarification of the 
picture._ 
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Dr. Goldmann said that al though he was one who believed that the White Paper 
is dead in the minds of !ritish statesmen, he did not think we should rely on that • 
As long as a new policy will not be announced by the British, he pointed out, the 
White Paper policy will not be abrogated, and as long as it is not abrogated, it is 
in effect. He believed we were \Vrong in concentrating on the date March 31 ot, be­
cause the man in the street thinks that since nothing happened on that day we suf­
fered a defeat. We mst go on fighting the White Paper policy and asking for a neu 
policy. The articles and editorials that appeared in tne press in the last fe~ dDyt 
he said 1 are all to the good • 

Dr. Goldmann did not think that we should press the Administration too much 
at this time to announce publicly, or otherwise what American policy on Palestine is, 
because he did not believe the President would make up his mind until Mr. Churchill 
arrived at a decision. He believed the whole matter of the political status of 
Palestine was in a fluid state, with neither the Governments of Great Britain or 
~erica having come to any decision. At this st888, said Dr. Goldmannt the two 
Goverruoonts only lmow that immigration to Palestine uill have to continue. He felt 

-: certain that the thinking of the American Administration had not gone beyond that. 
He believed, therefore, that the time had come for the Zionists to step into the 
picture again and play even a greater role than before in influencing the Governmentn 
of the United States and Great Britain to reach a decision. He referred to the com­
mittee appointed by v~. Welles at Dr. Weizmann's suggestion when the latter was in 
this country, and recomnended that the Administration be approached at this tiroo with 
a similar suggestion, namely, that the Zionists be given an apportunity to discuss 
Palestine with the President I s Committee on Post-War Problems. Many of the members 
of this Committee, Dr. Goldmann pointed out, lmow very little of the facts about 
Palestine, and they are the real advisers to the President on post-war problems • 

We should not give up the Comroonwealth resolution, and as long as we do not 
give it up we will not achieve a united front of .American Jewry. If we desire such 
unity, we will have to drop the Commonwealth. The same situation arose in England, 
when the Anglo-Jewish Association asked Dr. Weizmann to abandon the idea of the 
Commonweal th for a few years. The Commonweal th fight, however, is not the whole 
program. We should also fight for a ruling that after the war all those Jews who 
wiPh to go to Palestine will be enabled to do so, and the assistance of UNRRA should 
be requested to help them settle in Palostine. If it is left entirely to the Keren 
Hayesod, Dr. Goldmann pointed out, there will be only a small trickle of immigrants 
into Palestine after the war. 

With regard to further action concerning the resolution, Dr. Goldmann recalled 
the decision of the last ~eting not to press for it at the m:nnont and to oppose any 
resolution which the Bergson group mi~t introduce. He thought the introduction of 
another resolution at this time was hardly lik ly, because if the military would now 
agree to a resolution on immigration it would mean that they object to the ColllIOOn­
weal th and that would be interpreted as an intervention regarding the future status 
of Palestine. In any case, ho,1ever, we should inform our friends in the Senate and 
House that we will not be satisfied \7i th a \"leaker resolution. 

Concerning tho oil developments, Dr. Goldmann reported on conversations he had 
had uith people informod on this question, and indicated that we nust consider very 
carefully the attitude ue should take towards the oil situation. He pointed out that 
there might be danger involved, from tho point of view of the future of Palestine, 
~.rticularly in the immediate future; but it ,1as also posslble that tho building of 
the pipolino by the Unit d States Government might prove to be of great benefit to 
Je-wiEn P"ll.estineA 
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UNITED P.AJ.ESTINE .APmAL AND W.AR RELIEF CONTROL l50.ARD 

Dr. Heller reported that the U.P.A. ha.d been advised by the President's War 
Relief Cont7ol l3oard, which is authorized to control funds collected in the United 
States for relief abroad, of a neu ruling• namely, that agencies collecting monies 
for relief purposes will not be permitted to use any of these funds for political 
purposes. Representatives of the U.P.A. (Judge Rosenblatt, lvir. Lipsky and Dr. 
Heller and also Rabbi Feuer) had met uith members of the Control ::SOard and after 
it had been explained to them how the U.P.A. differed from the other organizations 
under its jurisdiction they changed their attitude somewhat and indicated that they 
r10uld permit the allocation of funds to the Emergency Council by the Keren Hayesod 
and Keren Kayemeth on the condition that the U.P,A. would make it kno\'m to the 
agencies through which its funds are collected that a half million dollars out of 
these funds were being spent by the Emeriency Council. The :Board was willing to 
have the U.P.A. circularize the Welfare Funds in such a r,ay as to permit them to 
determine whethe4 or not to pass on this information to the individual contributors. 

The Administrative Committee of tho U.P • .l., Dr. Heller reported, decided to 
take up this matter y,i th the Emergoncy Council before arriving at a decision. 
Recognizing that the procedure domanied by the Control Board uould involve the U.P • .A. 
in difficulties '7i th some of the Welfare Funds, some members of the Administrative 
Committee hesitated to accept it. Others felt that the U.P.A. should circularize 
the agencies and request them to inform the individual contributors; otherwise the 
U.P.A. uould have to withdrau its support from the Emergency Council. 

After some discussion, it waa decided to postpone further consideration of 
this matter until a later time • 

The meeting adjourned at 12145 P. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 20 

Al/iERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINU'IES OF IDTING OF ZXECUTIVE COvJUmTEE 

April 3, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday, April 3rd, at 2:30 P. M., at 342 }"3.dison .A.venue, New 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver {presiding), l/iaurice l3oukstein, Urs. Judi th Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, fars. Rose 
Jacobs, Rabbi .,;ax Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, '1"S. Tamar Pool, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, Robert Szold, David ijertheim. 
Dr. Step·en s. Wise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, ·18.I'Vin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving dller, Meyer • eisgal , 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, J\l~nold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Abram S. l/.agida, Harold ·anson, Harry L. Shapiro, Elihu D. Stone. 

REPORT OF PROGRAH COlitiviI T'JEE 

·,~. Shulman, on be1alf of the Program Committee , consisting of Emanuel 
eumann, Rose Halprin, David Wertheim, !'1eyer Wei sgal and Leon Gellman, presented a 

provisional report setting forth the program of activities for the Emergency 
Council for the ensuing months. The report was considered and discussed section 
by section. (Report of discussion on file). As aroonded the report was recommended 
for acceptance by the full comr:dttee as fol l ows: 

The comnittee emphasizes certain basic assumptions with regard to our poli­
tical objectives, viz: (1) the importance of American government support vis-a-vi s 
Great Britain with regard to t~c Jewish Comroonwcalth; (2) tho need to bring about 
a decision during the wai'f/~Ject any proposition that the decision be postponed; 
(3) it is necessary ta bring about a pro-Zionist crystallization of policy on the 
part of our governmant, and a recognition of the fact that its interests in the 
·ear East are not incompatible with Zionist interests. 

To pursue the above, it was agreed that the fol lowing specific action be 
undertaken: 

,// (1) t v To continue our efforts to secure from the President of the Uni cd 
States an early public pronQunccioont of American policy concerning Palestine; fail­
ing the securing of such a public pronouncement, an attempt should be ma.de to get 
the President to cormru.nicate such a statement to the British Governroont through 
diplomatic channels - if possible in time for the meeting of Dominion Premiers. 
(This action is dependent upon the character of the reply of the President to the 
communication of Drs. Wise and Silver). 

(2) To explore the possibility, subsequent to the return of v~. Stettinius 
from London·,· of the h'esident appointing a personal representative to whom the 
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Zionist leaders shall have access for discussion of Zionist problems; that a simi­
lar attempt be made with the President 1s Committee on Post-War Problems • 

(3) To continue our campaign to win and retain the support of both the 
Deroocratic and Repu.blican parties for our program and, if possible, to have our 
program incorporated as part of the platform of both parties at the forthcoming 
national convention. (To t~is end, a small comnittee was to be appointed to 
formulate plans of aotion) . 

(4) To undertake energetic action to secure the entry of a maxinum nwnber 
of Jews into Palestine beyond the White Paper quota at the earliest possible ooment 
(The abeve decision does not involve the Euergency Council entering into rescue 
activities). 

(5) To endeavor to secure an authoritative statement from our government 
to the effect that no coI1JI1itment prejudicial to Zionist aspirations would be made 
part of the quid pro quo for the Saudi .Arabian oil deal. (A commit tee of three to 
be appointed to make a thorough study of the oil situation and of Zionist policy 
in relation thereto). 

In the field of public relations it was decided:· 

(1) To undertake a nation-wide campaign for membership in the .American 
Palestine Committee and for the formation of local American Palestine Comnittees 
whereTer possible. W'aile directed from the central office in New York, this work 
should form one of the principal activities of the local Emergency Cammi ttees, 
with the active cooperation of all constituent Zionist organizations; that an 
outstanding non-:,-Jew should be engaged to devote all his time to the pursuit of 
this work. 

(2) That the permanent committee of the National Conference on Palestine• 
or a sub-committee thereof, should seek to secure an appointmant \lith the Sccrctar: 
of State to present to him tho resolution adopted at the recent National Conferencf 
on Palestine; that this committee should also arrange, through Secretary of state, 
an appointment with the l3ritish !mba.ssador to submit to him for transmission to 
the Prime Minister a copy of that resolution. 

(3) That an effort be made to secure the adoption of the resolution of the 
American Palestine Conference by as many organizations throughout the country as 
possible; that tours be arranged !or outstanding personalities like Lowdermilk, 
Poling and others to pro!JX)te this work, 

(4) To continue the effort to ~ecure the adoption of pro-Zionist resolu­
tions in the various State Legisla~es • 

(6) That a program be inaugurated with the cooperation of the local Emer~ 
gency Committees to secure consnitments from members of both Houses: (a) that they 
will not sponsor or support ~Y resolution other than the pending resolution; and 
(b) that they will suppQrt the pending resolution when the military situation 
clarifies. 

(6) To undertake the publication of a bi-monthly magazine along the lines 
of "Foreign .lffairs"; that this magazine should be educational rather than pre>­
pagandistic in character and devoted to the consideration of Palestine and Near 
East problems by the country's foremost political and economic writers. (This wac 
referred to the Pllblications Committee for action and to report back to the Execu­
tive Con:mi ttee). 
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(7) That a group of individuals be selected by the Emergency Council ·, osc 
responsibility shall be to keep in touch with friends in Washington; a further 
su.gge stion that means be devised for social gatherings in Washington, to which 
influential persons should be invited for discussions of our affairs and at which 
their advice and guidance would be sought was to be given further consideration 
before action was taken. 

(8) That the preeent activities in the newspapers, magazine and publishing 
fields be intensified, with greater emphasis being placed on radio possibilities . 

(9) That steps be taken forthwith to prepare a book on "The United States 
Congress Speaks on Palestine" along the lines of 11 The \iar Congress and Zionism" 
published during the last war. (Referred to Publications Committee with power 
to act). 

(10) That a Zionist Library of Information be established in Washington. 
(This was referred to the Director in ~ashington to submit a report to the next 
meeting). 

(11) 'lhat the Program Committee continue to study the advisability of the 
launching of a petition and to submit its recomnendations to the next maeting of 
the Executive. 

(12) That a national conference of local Eioorgency Committees be called as 
soon as possible, to which the above program of activities, as well as others that 
may be evolved, should be presented. 

The meeting then adjourned • 

A. L • 
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CORRECTION TO MINUTES OF Ei,lER.GENCY com C IL MEET IlTG 

HELD APRIL 31 1944 (NO. 7) 

The first paragraph wider the heading 11 PROGB.Ar~ should be amended to 

read: 

11 1.~. Szold reconurended ... ; and that the agreement 

of the Congressmen and Senators be secured to 

bringing out the resolution before Congress with 

the inclusion of the provision for the establish­

ment of a free and dezoocratic Jewish CommonweaJ.th, 

and that no resolution without that provision 

should be accepted." 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 8 

AMERI0.£N ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• UNUTES OF MEETING HELD APRIL 3, 1944 

Another neeting of the .American Zionist Emergency Council was held Mond~, 

.lpril 3rd, at 8:15 P. ,. , at 342 Madison A.venue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, Mrs. Judith 

Epstein, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Urs. Rose lialprin, Isaac Hamlin, :Benjamin 

Itzkowitz, Ura. Bose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi ·1';3:x Xirshblum, l,liss Jeannet t e Leibel, 

Irving Lipkowitz, Louis Lipsky, I/arvin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving ililler, Isaac 

Naiditch, Emanuel Neiuoann. Zvi Quit tman, Judge :Sernard A. Rosenblatt, fiss Dvora 

Bothbard, Judge Horris Rothenberg, Sam Rothstein, Hrs. :Sertha Schoolman, Louis Segal 

Urs. Rebecca Shulman, Herman Shulman, Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver, Elilm. D. Stone, 

Y~yer W. Weisgal 1 David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Hans Lamn, .Arthur Lourie, Abram S. 

~id.a, Harold P. hanson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Isadore Cooperman. 

BECOMim:NDATIONS OF PROGRAM CO~UTTEE 

The recommendations which had been drawn up by the Program Committee and 

discussed by the Executive Committee that afternoon were presented to the iooeting. 

( See :anutes of Executive Committee meeting of April 3rd). 

With regard to the recommendation ma.de that the President be requ.ested to 

nSllE someone with whom we could take up our problems from time to time, Judge 

Rothenberg expressed the opinion that there was a good deal of risk involved in 

such a step, since the person named might be found not to be a reliable friend. 

Mr. Neumann ex-plained that it was not the intention that this person should be an 

intermadiary between us and the President, but one with whom we could take up 

current matters. Mr. Stone said that no matter whom the President might appoint, 

Wallace Murray, the head of the Near East Department, would neutralize him. He 

urged that tho President bo informed of the part Wallace l,hrra.y is playing in tho 

Near lDast Department in opposition to our aims. 

1111". Shulman explained that the purpose of this recommendation was to be 

able to take up matters relating to Palestine with some one in authority other than 

Wallace Murray, such as was the case when Mr. Welles was in the State Department. 

It was pointed out that the decision of the Executive Committee on this 

recommendation was that Mr. Stettinius• return be awaited before making the sugges­

tion to the President • 

.liter further di acusaion it was moved and seconded, and unaninx>usly passed, 

that the recommendation of the Program Comnittee as submitted to the Emergency 

Council by the Executive Committee, be approved. 
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JEWISH lHLITARY FORCE 

In view of Dr. Goldmann's inability to attend the meeting, it was decided 
to postpone discussion on this matter until the next zreeting of the Executive, tuo 
weeks hence, when he could be present. 

DEATH OF MAJOR GENERAL OBDE WINGATE 

The death of Major General Orde Wingate• in an aeroplane accident in J3urrna, 
was noted with deep regret and those present rose in memory of this heroic figure 
who had been such a devoted friend of the Jewish National Home. A small comni ttco 
was appointed to draw up an appropriate tribute (attached), to be included in the 
records of the Council, and aJ.so to be sent to Mrs. \7ingat c. 

There was soma further discussion regarding the program. A statement Y.ras 
made by Dr. Silver in general. terms on the nature of the tasks before t he Zionist 
movement in America. 

SUGGESTIO.i.l P.E STRATEGY cow~1ITTEE 

Dr. lise referred to the suggestion made at a previous meeting that a small 
committee be appointed to work with t he co-chairmen in carrying out the policies 
set down by the Council. As co-chairman of the Eioorgency Council, h e said, he 
thought it wise to name a small committee with which the tv10 co-chairmen :muld be 
free to consult without caJ.ling together the whole Committee. He referred to the 
fact that last wool: , at the Council roooting, he had indicated that it \/Ould be a 
mistake to have only throe anti-Administration Senators speak on the floor of the 
Senate on the Palestine question, and nothi ng ~as done about it. He proposed that 
a small commi tteo be named, preferably representative of the parties, whjch would 
be regarded as a committee of consultation with t he co-chairmen to meet as fre­
quently as may be desired so that every st~p to be taken in the next few months 
may be considered and follo'.1Cd up. He thought it desirable that responsibility 
s.'loul d be shared. 

Mr. :Soukstein made a motion to this effect, uhich rras seconded. 

Mr. Gellman moved a substitute resolution to the effect that the suggestion 
to set up a comnittce of consultation be referred to the Program Committee to be 
taken up togcth0r nith the other rocoIDIOOndations it is considering. 

Mr. Wertheim stated that his party ~ould not agree to the setting up of such 
a committee . Strategy and day by day activity arc policy, he said. A committee 
of three will not be acceptable to the parties, because it cannot be a party com­
mittee. He supported Mr. Gellman 1s resolution • 

·~. Lipsky pointed out that there was a simple way to deal ,1ith this. There 
are two co-chairmen and they can call in for consultation any member of the Council. 
If they wish to have a committee they can appoint one. He SU&gested that the chair­
zoon exercise their authority in appointing advisers. 

1'1-. Neumann agrood that the co-chairmen are froo to call in any of the IOOm­

bor s for advice. The motion ma.do by tr. :Boukstein, holicvor, is different. lo bav~ 
a splendid Cau.ncil and a splendid Executive Committee. What is proposed now is that 
we add a third committee. Those of us who are veterans in this wo1·k, . s,a.id Mr. 
Neumann, know that previous efforts to establish such a third comnittee had only 
resulted in difficulties. 

., 
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Dr. Silver said he saw no objection to referring this suggestion to the 
Program Committee who would report back to the Executive Committee, if they arc 
ready to bring in su.ch a report. 

Mr. Segal pointed out that when the co-chairmen take counsel of a:n.y member 
of the Executive the co-chairmen themselves are responsible and IID.lst report to the 
Executive. We have the fullest confidence in both co-chairmen to take counsel with 
anybody they wish. Rabbi Xirshblum urged that the undoubted rig11t of tho chairmen 
to consult with individual merooers did not entitle them to set up a standing com­
mittee for that pu.rposo. 

After further discussion the iootion made that the matter be referred to the 
Program Committee, to report to the next meeting of the Executive, was put to the 
vote and unaniirously passed. 

The rooeting adjourned at 10:15 P. M. 

A. L. 

• 
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TRIJ3UTE TO l!i,AaJ'OR GENERA.I, OBDE \7I TGATE 

11 The death of liajor General Orde \7ingate comes as n. shock to JEY:rn 

everynhere who kneu of the intense devotion to the cause of the Jewish 

National Home of this brilliant and fearless British soldier. Corning of 

a deeply religious family, Wingate saw in the reestablishment of the 

Jewish National Home a fulfillment of prophecy and a great and historic 

act of reparation and justice. In the course of his duties in Pru.estine, 

in the years 1937 to 1939, he had established uith the Jewi&~ colonists 

unique relations of mtual affection and respect. His loss will be felt 

throu.ghau.t Palestine as the personal loss of a devoted and noble friend. 

~ingate 1s great ambition to become a leader of a Palestine Jeuish fighting 

force was not destined to be realized,• but the mezoory of rlingatc, of his 

faith in the new Jewish life in Palestine and of his conviction that 

ultimately and incvi tably the Jews will again establish a Jer,ish Comnx>n­

woal th in their own land v,ill remain as a source of inspiration and of 

hope.n 

April 3, 1944. 

• • • * • • • • • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 21 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EUEEGENCY COUNCIL 

UNUTES OF ·,nTING OF EXECUTIVE CO :i ITTEE 

April 17, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council was held {onday, April 17th, at 4:00 P. i.i., at 342 lvadison Avenue, New 

York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, Ya-s. Judith Epstein, Leon 

Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg. {rs . Rose Halprin, 

Iirs. Rose Jacobs, Rabbi Ivax Kirshblum, ll:>Uis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, la-s. Tamar 

Pool, Judge r:orris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, Meyer w. ~eisgal, David ertheim, 
Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, }1ia.rvin Lowenthal. 

Dr. I.~. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 

Abra-n S. 1agida, Harold P. l:i8llson 1 Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Iouis P. Rocker, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

• Z.,iINUTES 

• 

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held April 3rd were approved. 

Dr. Wise reported on a message from Dr. Weizmann which had been conveyed to 

hi1 by ~. G., who had just returned from London,in regard to the possible reper­

ci...ssions on :Sri tish policy of actions or statements at this time likely to jeopard­

j ze close relations between the United States and Great Britain. 

OIL DEVELOP1hENTS 

·r{r. Lourie read a memorandum which he had prepared on the oil situation. 

(Attached). Mr. Shulma..11, chairman of the sub-commi ttec, ( consisting of · 1a-. Neumann, 

fJ:. Szold, •h,.. ertheim and himself) which has been ap·~ointed after the last rooetin, 

to study the entire oil problem,presented a report on the me tings held by this 

committee and the conclusions at which they had arrived. (Dr. Goldmann and Ur • 

·Jiereminski had also attended the first meeting). (Report of sub-committee on file). 

The suggestions made by the sub-committee were noted and the comr.ittee was 

requested to study the matter further. It ias agreed that an effort should be made 

to see Ar. Ickes and Hr. Knox. 

RECOI :END.AT IO S OF PROGRAH CO njJiITTEE 

/~. Herman Smilman, chairman of the Program sub-comnittee, presented the 

following recommendations on behalf of his comnittee: 
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l) It ·:,as the opinion of the commit tee that this is not the time to 
launch a national petition movement . 

2) Some of the members of the committee discussed the possibility of 
interesting one of the zooving picture compruiies in making a film 
based on the Lowdermilk book. Preliminary investigations are 
being made• and the committee recommended that the Emergency 
Council undertake this activity • 

3) The committee recorrmended that a) the Executive Committee meet­
ings be held in executive session with the Directors of the ~ew 
York and Washington office and the Secretary to be the only non­
members of the Executive to attend these meetings; b) that 
rooetings of the Executive be held at the mininDlill every two weeks 
and if possible more frequently; and c) that for the time being 
no further committee, such as the strategy committee •.1hich had 
oeen suggested, be appointed. 

Petition - In the discussion which followed on the sub-committec 1s recom­
~~ndation re tho matter of the petition 9 Hr. Wertheim stated that although he hirr~ 
self had been in favor of postponing action, the Poalc Zion Central Committee is or: 

~ cord as favoring taking affirmative action on the petition at this time. The 
C6ntral Committee believes it should be announced at this tirre that we accept the 
idea of the petition and that all arrangements be, made and at the proper tiroo, 
perhaps in three or four months, we should proceed with the petition. kr. iiertheiri" 
suggested an amendment to the Program Comrni ttee I s recommendation, namely, that we 
accept the proposal for a petition nou but not announce it until the proper time • 

It was pointed out by other members of the P;rogram Co ittee that the Com­
mittee also agreed that steps be taken without delay to secure statements of 

~4pport from non-Zionist organizations to be available if and when the petition 
i s launched; and that the local Emergency Committee Chairmen be consulted at the 
conference to be convened in ·ay. 

After further discussion it r1as agreed that the matter of the petition will 
,J?. kept alive and that additional information r,ill be obtained without cornmi tting 
1 , ."'..r selves to 1 aunching it. 

Executive Committee Eeetings - The proposal that the Executive Committee 
meetings be attended only by the members of the Executive, the Secretary and the 
Jirectors of t he New York and Washington offices was approved, with the addition 

·~hat the heads of the English and Yiddish publicity departments also attend these 
mee tings. 

ith regard to the frequency of the Executive Committee meetings, it was 
suggested by Dr. Goldstein that the meotings be held every week. A further pro­
posal, made by Dr. ~ise 9 that the bi-weekly meetings be continued as heretofore but 
that they start earlier in the afternoon and whenever necessary additional meetinr 
of the Executive be called, was adopted. 

The recommendation of the Program Committee advising against the appointw~n 
of a strategy committee at this time was approved~ 

• BERGSON GROUP X 
Ur. Isreeli referred to the advertisements which the Emergency Committee 

to Save the Jews of Europe have placed in the Yiddish papers recently with the 
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emphasis on the opening of the doors of Palestine to Jewish immigrants. One of 
these advertisements drew attention to a meeting to be held in Carnegie Hall, 
Saturday, April 29th. Mr. Isreeli felt that now was the time for the ~rgency 
Council to place an advertisement in the Yiddish papers, which should include the 
"Open Letter• to the "Protestant" of ~. Van Paassen, which is not known to the 
Yiddish press and readers. 

It was the consensus that something should be done to show up the Bergson 
group and counteract the effect of their activities among the large group of 
readers of the Yiddish newspapers. It was pointed out that the Emergency Rescue 
Committee was spending large sums of nnney (perhaps $50,000) for advertising in 
these papers, and that these advertisements were doing nuch to confuse the minds 
of the Zionists who read the Yiddish press. 

Attention was dra,m to the fact that the American League for a Free Pal­
estine, the newest arm of the Bergson group, had recently issued some additional 
mat c:cial which contained an announcement of an inaugural convention to be held in 
June. 

Dr. Goldmann expressed himself as in favor of adopting Mr. Isrceli 1s sug­
gesti6n and recommended placing three full page advertisements in the 11 Dey 11 , the 
''Forward" and the II Morning Journal n, and perhaps in one .Anglo-Jewish po.per, and 
including in these advertiseroonts Van Paa.sscn 1s lct t 0r. He also urged that 
2:eprint s of Mr. Van Paasscn I s letter be sent to non-Jewish members of the Emergenc: 
Committee to Save the Jews of Europe, as well as to members of Congress, etc. 

Rabbi Kirshblum stated that although nx>st of us r1ould not oppose spending 
money to advertise in the three Yiddish paper s,he did not believe that publishing 
Van Paassen•s letter would do any good. His experience has been, he said, that 
public ~ttacks on this committee have the opposite effect to what is intended. 
Rabbi Kirshblurn thought we ought to point out to the Jewish public, which is keenl , 
interested in the future of Palestine, that the Fmergency Council is the responsi­
ble body which has connections with the Government and that the Bergson group is 
jeopardizing all opportunities for keeping the good will that we have gained. 

Mr. Cruso expressed the opinion that it was time to work out a systematic 
campaign against the Eroorgency Committee. He would not oppose paid advertisement ~, 
if that is necessary, but that nnst be supplemented by special syndicated article s , 
etc. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that we have a history on this subject to guide us. 
The Aloorican Jewish Conference came out with a forceful statement against the 
Emergency Rescue Committee and there was a terrible boomerang in the Yiddish press 
and in some of the lnglish papers. Then two months later we came out with a state­
imnt and that had a negative result. Now a third attack of thetsame character is 
being suggested• and Dr. Silver thought that this, too, would/f?ieet with success. 
During the last few months we were active and they were quiet. Now there is a 
comparative lull in our work and they are seeking to make themselves felt again. 
The thing for the Emergency Council to do is to undertake energetic work of its 
own. The American League for a Free Palestine is planning a conference in Jwic. 
The way to neutralize that is for the American Palestine Committee to continue its 
agressive campaign among the non-Jewish forces in the co,mtry, which was started 
in Washington. Dr. Silver was of the opinion that full page advertisements, al.­
though. very provocative, would yield no results. The day after an advertisement 
appears there will be articles in the Yiddish papers attacking us. There were 
other means of circularising our views, such as distributing Van Paa.seen 1s letter 
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as widely as possible• and having a few articles written by people o! authority 
placed in the Jnglo-Jo~iah and Yiddish papers. 

Ur. Lipsky ·thought it was iuadvisable to leave the Yiddish field untouched 
by us and that if the Bergson group use articles• we should use articles; and if 
they use advertising we should do the same. They write very good advertisements 
Mr. Lipsky pointed out, and we ought to compete with them. Our advertise~nts 
nu.st be effective, In addi tioa we should take better advantage of the publica,­
tions of our groups1 particularly the Hadassah Newsletter, with its circulation 
of 100,000, and the New Palestine, with a circulation of 801000 - 90,000. We 
should make these two organs effeotive in relation to this problem and other of 
our problems. 

It was decided to refer this matter to the Program Cornmi ttee for further 
study and action1 

UNRR1 

Mrs. Epstein reco~nded that a sub-committee be appoint ed to investigate 
the possibility of securing representation for tho Jewish ~ency in the UNRRl 
before the next iooetin& uhich is to take place in June in Canada. 

Dr. Goldmann incUoated ne would report to the ~ext neeting on the Jewish 
Agency negotiations with UNRRA.. He suggested that perhaps the Emergency Council 
might support the -'-€,~ncy•s efforts to seeure representation by sending a delega,. 
tion to;~. Herbert Lehman. 

The meeting adjourned at 6J30 P. I. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 22 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

May 1, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held lhOnd~, May 1st, at 3:00 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue, :New York 
City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), W~s. Judith Epstein, Rabbi Wolf Gold, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, ''.rs . Rose Halprin, v~s. Rose Jacobs, Rabbi 
Yax Kirshblum, Rabbi I. iii. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Louis Se-gal, 
Herman Shulman, Robert Szold, Meyer W. Ueisgal , David Wertheim. 

Marvin Lowenthal. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. :.,;an.son , 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Rabbi Jesse Schwartz. 

A message regretting his inability to attend was received from Dr. 1ise , ,ho 
was in Chicago • 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the ~eting of the Executive Committee held April 17th were 
approved. 

c01~J,aTTEE 01' INTELIECTUAL f.OBILIZATIO 

Mr. Lowenthal reported that during the past three months he had been almost 
entirely occupied with ma.king contacts with newspaper colwnnists, radio commcntato1 • 
and cdi tors. He had talked with a large number of the leading men in these fields. 
Details of some of these contacts were reported. 

In the radio field, ·•~r. Lowe:rithal referred to the recent broadcasts on 
Palestine on the "People's Platform" program, in "hich Iir . Neumann and Dr. Atkinson 
had stated the Zionist case and Dr. Hitti and ;nrray Harris,a British anti-Zionist, 
presented the Arab and :British case respectively. In connection vlith the Arnim 
W~yer broadcasts from Cairo, over the C.B.S. netuork, ~hich uere very wisympathetic 
to Zionism, Ike. Lo,-,enthal had contacted the C.B.S. and had been informed that Mr. 
Meyer was not the regular Cairo broadcaster, but was a member of the O.W.I. Y1ho was 
only filling in for a short time. The C.B.s. Neus Bureau assured 1~. LoucnthaJ. that 
speedy action would be taken in this matter and no subsequent anti-Zionist broad­
casts by Y~. Meyer have boon heard from Cairo. 

for 
Mr. Lowenthal reported further that he had arranged/the Dial press to publi 

the Frankenstein book; that he was working on a plan to have English writers now in 
this country sign a letter appealing to the people of Englru1d; and that there were 
plans under way with regard to radio publicity. He aJ.so referred to the final Book 
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and .Author Luncheon of the 1943-44 season at which Dr. Lowdermilk spoke on Pales­

tine . 

With regard to the article "Report on Palestine", by Frederick C. Painton, 

which apPears in the ifay issue of the Reader's Digest, ta:. Lowenthal stated that 

about tno months ago he had been in touch with one of the editors of the Reader's 

Digest in connection with having them publish an article on Palestine and had been 

informed that they already had a man in the Near East who nas going to prepare two 

articles - one on Henrietta Szold and the other a general article on Palestine • 

Ifir . LormnthaJ. indicated that lator on this week, when the Reader I s Digest will no 

doubt have received thousands of letters of protest, he would endeavor to induce 

the editor to publish an article stating the Zionist case. 

There was some discussion on the Painton article and the steps to be taken 

in connection with it. The suggest ion was made that we ask the Reader I s Digest to 

include a digest of the Lowdermilk book in a forthcoming issue. It was pointed out, 

ho\"lever, that ,,7e have been stressing too much our achievcmen ts in Palestine and 

neglecting the political arguments for Zionism, and that in our ansucr to the 
Reader's Digost a14 ticle ue should state tho Zionist political case. 

It was pointed out that the man who is the editor of the foreign editions 

was a teacher at the University at Beirut; and that an Arab edition is al so pub­

lished by the Reader's Digest, which , it was suggested might be tied up in some 

way with a Government agency I such as the o. lV. I. 

A motion was ma.de and passed that a formal letter of protest be sent to the 
editor of the Reader's Digest, asking for the privilege of a rejoinder and indica­

ting why an article replying to Painton 1s 11Report on Palestine" is desirable • 

With regard to the recent broadcast by Peter George , over the 1 .B.C. net~ork, 

which ~as violently anti-Zionist, it was reported that the N.B.C. was being re­
quested to provide an apportunity to reply. 

PUJ3LtCATIO s COlr.-aTTEE 

.~. LipsY...y recalled the decision oft e last meeting of the Executive Con;. 

mittee to refer to the Publications Committee the propooal to publish a bo ok on 

"The United States Cong-.cess Speaks on Palestine" ,1hich would demonstrate the sym­

pathy and support of the members of the United States Congress for the Jcr,ish 

National Ho ~e . The Publications Committee had discussed the matter at one of its 

rooetings. No decision was arrived at by the Publications Committee as to the kind 

of statements it was desirable to obtain for the book, the publisher, etc., but 

w~. Weisgal had made certain suggestions and was asked to investigate the matter 

further • 

In the meantime, however, the Washington office had proceeded to conmu.nicate 

with Senators and Congressmen requesting their permission to include in this book 

certain statements made by them, or in cases where no such statements had been niado 

or where those available wore not adequate, asking for brief statements to include 

in the book. 

It was pointed out that the letters sent by the Washington office to the 

Senators and Congressmen asking permission to include statements made by them in 

the book were not sufficiently specific, and it was agreed that subsequent letters 

should be revised. 

With regard to the procedure to be followed in this project, it was apparent 
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that there had been some ccnfusion and it was agreed that in the further work to 
be done in connection with the book there should be better coordination between 
the Publications Committee and the Washington office • 

With regard to the contents of the book, reference was made to the Statement 
signed a few years ago ~J ~[bfgnators and 194 Congressmen, which was very effecti v,,. 
It was believed that if7oi1n1ons of a majority of Congressmen and Senators could b; 
obtained and published in a book that it would be of great political significance. 

Rabbi Feuer reported that replies from members of Congress to the requests 
for permission to publish statements ma.de by them were coming in regularly now and 
so far they were al 1 favorable. 

Ya-. Neumann reported that Prof. Friedrich• s memorandum was being published 
by the At~erican Council for Public Affairs. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMi-1:ITTEE 

Ur, Shulman reported that the Committee has been pursuing its efforts to 
find a prominent non-JeTI to serve as Director of tho American Palestine Committee. 
Rabbi Feuer had had a talk \·Ii th the Rev. Walton Cole in this connection; Mr.. ia.gida 
had discussed the matter with Dr. .1arsll , ,vho suggested Dr. LeSourd, Dean of the 
Boston University Graduate Schoel; and Prof. Friedrich had suggested a man asso­
ciated with Harvard University. The matter had been taken up by the Program Com­
mittee and inquiries were being made concerning the men suggested for the post. 

lva-. Shulman further reported that his committee was embarking on a large 
scale membership drive with the help of the local emergency committees. A com­
mittee is now being appointed by Dr. Atki:r:rnon and Dr. Ma,i~sh to visit Secretary Hull 
and present to him the resolution adopted by tho Christian Conference. 

It was pointed out that in view of the fact that on June 30th the Arooricn.n. 
League for a Free Palestine iill have its inaugural convention it was important for 
the American Palestine Committee to be very much in the public eye at that time, 
and it was essential to accelerate the work of the American Pal estine Committee in 
that respect. 

The importance was also stressed of appointing an Executive Director for the 
American Palestine Committee as soon as possible. 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS 

/ir . Shapiro, in the abs~nce of Rabbi 'ullcr, reported that the Conference of 
Local Emergency Committee Chairmen ias to take place in Washington l.'iay 23rd and 
24th. The corrnnittoes have been asked to appoint delegates, and to date over fifty 
reservations have boon received. On Rabbi 11:iller I s r eturn to Now York tho program 
:for the Conference \vould be drawn up. 

It was suggested that reports be made to the Executive on the activities of 
the local committees, and Rabbi Feuer was requested to present such a report at the 
next meeting. 

NATIONAL PETITION 

Rabbi Gold referred to the article which had appeared in the wndon "Econo­
mist" on "Zionism in .America" which started out by saying "Most Jews in the United 
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States are not Zionists"• and expressed the op1.n1.on that the question of the nation­
al petition should be reopened. Since it would take three months to caxry through 
a petition, Rabbi Gold believed work should be started on it now • 

It was recalled that the decision of the last Executive Committee l!X3eting 
had been that the petition would be kept alive, that is, that additional informatioL 
would be gathered, the chairmen of the local emergency cormnittecs consulted at the 
Conference, etc. 

It rms believed that sooner or later the petition will have to be launched • 
In the meantime, the Program Committee was requested to study the matter further. 

RECOMHENDATIONS OF PROGRA.i,•: CObilhITTEE BE DERGSON GROUP 

Ur. Shulr:la.11 presented the recommendations of the Program Committee with re­
gard to a campaign to be launched against the :Bergson group. (On file). 

In the discussion that followed it was pointed out that members of the 
.American Palestine Committee are being approached to join the League, and that al.­
though it is realized that it is not wise to befuddle the minds of members of Con­
gress by wri tinb to them about the League, it might be necessary to approach them, 
because many of them will approach us. It was urged that forty or fifty people in 
the House and Senate be selected to be seen individually, or in small groups, by 
the leaders of our movement, and that it be DBdc clcn.r to them that there is no need 
for another organization, that it is harmful to have these uncoordinated methods, 
that the Jewish group behind these organizations is not responsible, etc. 

It was suggested that a good way to approach members of Congress on this 
matter would be by arranging a few social gatherings • 

Dr. Silver thought that to start with a fen Congressmen and Senators should 
be contacted. 

A. proposal was made and approved that it be suggested to Senator Wagner that 
he send to the members of the American Palestine Committee membership cards and in 
his letter accompanying these cards inform them incidentally about the new group 
which is being organized and warn them 8€ainst this group. 

In addition to contacting non-Jews, it was suggested that it ~as necessary to 
take into consideration the fact that Jews as well may be attracted to the League. 
It was pointed out that the people uho make public opinion are completely confused 
and it ~as urged that a conference be called of the editors and writers of all the 
Yiddish and some of the Anglo-Jewish papers, at 1hich Dr. Silver and Dr. Wisc should 
make the situation cloar to them. 

• The role that the Zionist groups nust play in this fight was stressed. It 

• 

was pointed out that the creation of the League for a Free Palestine would undermine 
every one of the organizations, particularly the z.o.A., and it was believed that 
the Zionist organizations should develop a campaign of their own, through their 
organs, etc., between now and the end of June. 

After further discussion the recommendations of the Program Committee ,ere 
accepted . 

It was reported that rumors had been heard in Washington to the effect that 
the Bergson group were making contacts with a view to having a resolution on imni­
gration into PaJ.estine introduced in Congress, and that Va--. Will.1110 I-Jad been 
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approached by them and had consented to act as their counsel. It wa3 agreed thn.t 

Mr. Willkic should be seen by Dr. Silver or ·.u-. Shulman. In connection with lli:r. 

~illkie and others like him Jho are ready to be of help to the Zionist cause, it 

was pointed out that it was not sufficient merely to warn them against the :i3ere son 

group. A place s ould be found for them in our work. In the case of :~. Willkie, 

perhaps he could be offered the chairmanship of a legal commit tee of the Axoorican 

Palestine Committee. 

u-. Shulman referred to the fact that Tu.rkey is not admitting imnigrants whc 

do not have certificates for Palestine. It may be necessary to launch a campaign 

designed towards having the doors of Turkey opened to refugees. The Bergson group 

is in touch with the War Refugee :Board and is probably planning such a campaign. 

They should not be permitted to get ahead of the responsible bodies with a campaign 

for the admission of refugees into Turkey. It was agreed, however, that the Con­

ference should deal with this problem of Turkey. 

REQ,UEST OF HAPOEL HA"UZRACHI 

A letter was read from the Ha.poel Hamizrachi req_uesting representation on 

the Emergency Council. 

It was pointed out that the Hapoel Hamizrachi is not a "Sonderverband11 in the 

World Zionist Organization and it was decided that they be advised that in view of 

the fact that the Emergency Council is constituted in accordance ,.vi th the organi­

zation of the !lorld Zionist Organization, and since they are not a scpaxato body in 

the World Zionist Organization, it is not possible to grant them representation on 

the Council. 

• YOUNG ZIONIST ACTIOF'S COM:.-ITTEE 

• 

• 

A letter was read from tho Young Zionist Ac t ion s Committee of Ne,1 York point­

ing to its accomplishments in the few 100nths of its existence, as the sole group 

in I ew York which has been implementing the decisions of the Emergency Council in 

terms of concrete, mass political action, and ma.king the folloning r e quests: 1) 
that the Youn6 Zionist Actions Committee be recognized by the Emergency Council a s 

its youth constituent in ·rew York City; 2) that they be given direct ropresentation 

at the meetings of the Council so tha t it can transmit to them its scntilll)nts and 

decisions; 3) that they be given the use of office space and facilities of the 

Council for their continued work as in the past; 4) that the Emergency Council 

finance specific major projects of theirs , .1.1ich are approved by the Council but ro·e 

beyond the means of their 1 imi ted bud et. 

It was pointed out that the Young Zionist Actions Committee, v,i th ,;1h ich over 

twenty youth organizations are affiliated, is a fine group of young people, whose 

interest and assistance '78 ought to have and it was believed that they should be 

encouraged. 

It was decided to refer the requests of the Young Zionist Actions Committee 

to the Program CoF.imittce, who are to invite their officers to meet ~ith them. 

Al,iERIC T JEWISH CONnBENCE 

There was a discussion on the ~rican Jewish Conference and its future • 

It was reported that at a meeting of the Executive Committee held last week 

to take stock, there had been a lengthy discussion during which blame was allocated 
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for the inactivity of the Conference. It was felt that the individual organizo,. 
tions were not willing to give up enough of their sovoreignty., Some groups made 
the charge that the Zionists did not give the Conference a chance to function i n 
connection with the Resolution before Congress and because of tta t its prestige 
wn.s 1.1ea..~ened. 

At that meeting it \"las decided, in order to strengthen the Conference, that 
an Executive Director be appointed, and also an Administrative Committee to carry 
on the day to day work. These recornr::iendations were adopted1 an AcLninistrative 
Committee was appointed by l1~r. Monsky and the co-chairmen rJerc charged ,,ith the 
responsibility of finding an Executive Director. 

With regard to the forthcomi ng session of tho A.J.C. in September, it nas 
necessary to consider wha t kind of sta tement regarding Palestine should be presented 
to the second session of the Conference. The resolution adopted by tne first 
session had been of a general nature and for the second session it was believed 
a statement t hat will be roore specific and roore detailed thnn last yea:r will have 
to be worked out. 

Following a discussion, in v,hich different aspects of the functioning of 
the .American Jewish Conference wore considered, it was decided that a committee 
be appointed, consisting of representatives of the four Zionist bodies in the 
Council, to s t udy the uholc quo st ion. Dr. Silver indi catcd tha t he Yiould vrork 
with this Comnittcc . 

The meeting adjourned a t 6:00 P. I·1. 

A.L • 
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CONFIDENT I.AL 1 0. 9 

Al~IC.AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

~!NUTE S OF .@ET ING HELD ·a,y 1, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council as held tonday, i•iay 
1st. at 8:15 P. Ii ., at 342 Madison .Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), fiss Julliet :Benjamin, Philip Cru.so, 
u-s. Judith Zpstein, nshe FurrJansky, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, t!rs. 
S. Goldstein, ··{rs. Rose HaJ.prin, }firs. Rose Jacobs, Miss Jeannette Leibel, Louis 
Lipsky, Harvin Lowenthal., Isaac Naiditch, Emanuel N~u.rna.nn, l:irs. Tamar Pool, Judge 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Louis Segal, Ers. Rebecca Shulman• Herman Shulman, :eyer W. 
Weisgal, David Jertheim. 

Dr. I. B. ~erkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Hans Lamm, Arthur 
Lourie, Abram S. 14:lgida, Harold P. ;.tianson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

:.;. Si:-.1en of Cleveland, Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn, Dr. Judi th Lieberman, Rabbi J e sse 
Schwartz. 

PASSI -G OF SECRETARY FRAMK ICJOX 

Dr. Silver paid tribute to Colonel Frank Knox, Secretary of the Navy, who 
died on April 28th. In the passing of Colonel Knox, said Dr. Silver, the Jews of 
Aroorica lost a good fri end and the Zionist movement a staunch and faithful sup­
porter. We deeply mourn his passing. Colonel Knox was one of our most depend.n.ble 
friends in t e high13st circles of Goverruoont and his endorsements of and sympathy 
for our cause proved very helpful in the years gone by. To the very end of his 
life he remained a friend. As recently as five weeks ago Dr. Silver spent an hour 
with him on the business of the En:ergency Council and found in him a wise and 
understanding friend. Dr. Silver was certain he voiced the sentiments of the 
Council in eA1.)ressing a sense of bereavement at his passing. 

It was decided that a Committee be appointed by Dr. Silver to draf't an 
appropriate resolution to be inscribed in the minutes and sent to the bereaved 
family of Colonel Knox. (.Attached). 

COMl✓iITTEE O 1 RELIGIOUS FORCES 

Rabbi Gold presented a report on the activities of this Committee, of which 
he is Chairnan. He spoke of the Hational Orthodox Conference for Palestine and 
Rescue which was held in New York January 30-31, and on which there had not b een 
an opportunity to report to the Emergency Council before this. The Conference had 
been a groat success from every point of view, approximately 1200 delegates from 
all over the country attending, among them prominent rabbis and ley-loaders of 
Orthodox communities. The Conference had been well covered by the Yiddish and 
Anglo-Jewish press. Among the resolutions adopted Nore those demanding the aboli­
tion of the ite Paper, the imr..-iediatc opening of the doors of the Holy Land and 
the establishment of the Jewish Cormronwealth. A resolution of thanks and apprecia­
tion to the i\merican Zionist Emergency Council for aiding towards the unity of 
Orthodox Jewry in America had al.so been passed. 
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Subsequent to the Conference, a delegat ion of six rabbis and six lay repre­
sentatives of important sections of Orthodox Jeury in this country visited the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Cordell Hull, and left with him a memorandum . 

Rabbi Gold, in his report, referred to the dangerous and damaging activi­
ties of the .Agu.dath-Israel, the effect they are having i n confusing the minds cf 
the orthodox Jewish masses, and the need of counteracting those activities • 

The CorrJnittee on Religious Forces, Rabbi Gold further r eported, has been 
reorganized and a number of influential and active individuals have accepted 
membership. At t .11e last meeting the follo ,:,ing recomrnendations were made for the 
program to be carried out by the Committee: 1) to publish a book on Zionism, in 
English. fro 1 the religious point of viow, to be circulated widely runong Clergymen 
in this country and all English-speaking countries; 2) to publish a bi-monthly 
English bulletin expressing the religious point of view on Zionism; 3) to request 
the 1izrac i to issue books in Hebrew and Yiddish concerning the anthology of 
religious Zionism; 4) to institute a crunpaign among the orthodox congregations 
of this country for the passage of resolutions supporting our demands for the 
establishment of a Jei.·,ish Commonv,ealth in Palestine . 

To carry out this program, a budget of $10,000 is required for t~e ensuing 
year, which is the amount allocated for this work when the Comrni ttee was originally 
set up. 

Rabbi Gold further recommended that a del e ation of the religious forces in 
Zionism visit the Archbishop of York and present to him the views of American Jewry 
on Palestine • 

In t:1.e discussion that fol lowed, the question was raised as to whether the 
Committee on Religious Forces i ncludes all the religious groups. It 1.vas pointed 
out that if the Committee undertakes a broad approach, there should be invited to 
participate in its work the Conservative and Reform rcli 6 ious groups. It was felt 
that the recommendations should be given careful consideration. 

Rabbi Gold stated that when the Cornmi ttec :1as i n the process of organization 
members of the Conservative Rabbinate vere invited to serve on it. He would be 
very glad, e said, if representatives of other religious organizations would serve. 
He indicated that the Committee, as at present constituted, included in addition 
to representatives of the ~izrachi groups, representatives of Histadruth Harabbonim, 
Agudas Rabbonim, Young Israel, Union of Orthodox Congregations. There vere about 
twelve members in all. 

After further discussion, it was decided to refer tho proposed program and 
budget of the Commi ttco on Religious Forces to the Exe cu ti vc Commi ttcc for action. 

ARCH:BISHOP OF YORK 

After discussion of Rabbi Gold's recorrrnendation that a delegation call on 
tho Archbishop of York it was decided to have a delegation of the Christian Council 
endeavor to arrange an interview. 

Rabbi Schwartz indicated that the Archbishop of York was expected in Mon­
treal 1''8.y 7th and if it is not possible to IIX)ct with him in this country perhaps 
arrangemcn ts could be ma.do for roombcrs of the Canadian Christian Council to see 
him in ·,;on treal. 
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COEI:aT'lD ON LABOR RELATIONS 

It uas reported that the Committee on Labor Relations had not met aG it v,as 
considered preferable to work through the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for 
Palestine r.,hich had recently been organized. In the absence of lh-. Zaritsky, ~~. 
Se€al reported on this Committee. 

The American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine was organized six 
weeks ago, at a conference called by lnr. Zaritsky. About forty members of labor 
unions attended, representing the roost important unions in the Jewish labor move­
ment, including the I.L.G.w.u., the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union, the Cap 
and l.1illinery Union, etc. It v,as gratifying that both camps of the labor movement, 
the A.F. of L. a.id the C.I.O., were represented. At the conference a lengthy dis­
cussion took place on the objectives of the Committeo and it Y1as 'Wlanirnously 
decided that the purpose of this Committee is to bring to the attention of labor 
in America the Zionist aims of the Jonish people, including support for the pending 
resolutions in tho House and Senate. 

With regard to the organizational tie up, the conference decided that the 
Trado Union Committee r.1ould do everything possible to help tho Zionist movement, 
but nould not become part of it. Tho officers of tho Committee would keep the 
Zionist moveraent and the Labor Zionists informed of their activities. 

During the past five or six weeks, about fifty more labor representatives 
(in addition to the original forty)joincd tho Committee. Uilliam Green and Philip 
M.lrray have accepted honorary chairrnanship. The Committee did not approach non­
Je~ish labor people '\llltil they had contacted tho Jcys in the field. In the last 
few days they began to approach non-Jens for honorary membership in tho Committee 
and participation in the progrrun. 

The first step taken by the Trade Union Co mnittcc \7as to issue a Declara­
tion of aims. They also sent a letter to each Congressman and SDnator and to the 
Governor of each State advising them of their platform, and they have thus far 
received 100 replies. The Comm.tteo plans to request the Central Labor Councils 
to adopt resolutions endorsing their program. v'ir. Green has agreed to send such 
a letter to the Councils. The program will also bo brought to the attention of 
labor conventions, that of the .Amalgamated, tho Cap and ".'lillinery Union, etc. \,ith 
a vie•,1 to having them adopt Palestine resolutions. 

Tho ComrJittee is considering calling regional conferences throughout the 
country, the first of which has been organized for the ~ ew England area, and will 
be held in ~oston, June 11th • 

Mr. Segal referred to ~. Sidney Hillman 1s statement to the Trade Union 
Committee. This uas the first time in the history of the Jewish labor roovement in 
this country that the head of the jmalgamated Clothing Workers Union has ·endorsed 
the Zionist program • 

.Another plan being considered by the Committee is to have a labor delegation 
from American, consisting of one of the heads of the .A..F.L. and c. I.O. and the 
chairman of the Committee, go to London and bring to the attention of the British 
Trade Union Congress their stand on Zionism. 

The good contacts uhich have been made by the Trade Union Committee with 
the A.F. of L. and the c.r.o., concluded I·lir. Segal, give reason to look forward to 
a situation uherc, when a Jouish question is considered by these bodies, the Trade 
Union Committee on Palestine will bo consultod. 
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It was agreed that a very valuable job has been done in the organization of 
the Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine, and that we can look forward to 
important achievements by them, With the British Labor Party-Executive having 
taken a very pro-Zionist attitude at its recent meeting, the union of t he t~o labor 
groups can be an important factor. 

CO it ·rTTEE TO SWDY THE OIL SITUATION 

ir. Shulman reported that several meetings of this sub-committee, of which 
he was chairman, had been held, some of which were a.ttended by Dr. Goldmnnn and 
lfu'. I110reminsk:i as well. lla-. Lourie had prepared a memorandum outlining all the 
f acts in the situation (circulated with Minutes of Executive Committee '."eeting of 
_pril 17th) and on the basis of that factual resume certain recommendations nere 
made by the comrni ttee and presented to the Executive. Among the recommendations 
was one to the effect that in the vi ew of the Committee the proposed pipeline '.1as 
not necessarily inimical to the interests of the Jewish National Home and that v,e 
must be on guard to protect our political and economic interests. It uas therefore 
decided to make an investigation to sec whether the pipeline adversely affected the 
Jewish National Home. It was agreed that the Emergency Co1mcil should take no 
position as between the opposing groups. In view, however, of the provisions of 
the proposed agreement, in particular Article VIII and XI, it was agreed that we 
should seek to secure from our Government a definite affirmative attitude tonards 
the Jewish ational H01m. The obligation of building up the Jm1i sh .i: ational Home 
must be accepted at the beginning; other 1ise it was felt that the Government 
attitude uould be pro-!rab. It nas also proposed that representations be made to 
our Government vii th regard to fixing a favorable price for oil in Pale stine and 
such condition s of employment as will enable Jews to compote for \7ork on the pipe­
line. It was also reconuronded that efforts b e ma.do to have our Government reco 
nize the position of tho Jewish Agency and consult rlith it before C\ final agreement 
is mado. 

Tho Committee was asked to study the Iraq Petroleum agreement as it concernt 
Palestine and Syria. 

The Executive Committee decided that all negotia tions with regard to tho 
oil situa tion should be centered in the oil sub-comnittec acting together with 
Dr. Goldmann. Thus there would be joint action on the part of tho roprosontative o 
of the Jewish Agency and the Emergency Council. This \"1ould include representation 
of the Council at all important intcrvic\7s, 

Follom.ng the meeting of the Executive \1hon this program ~as considered, 
appointioonts vcre ma.de uith Er. Ickes and Col. Knox (the appointroont Yrith tho latter 
was cancelled l1hen Col. Knox foll ill) and a committee consisting of lfu-. Neumann, 
tu-. Lipsky and I.JI". Shulman was designatod by tho chairman to moot ,1i th thorn. Mr. 

Neumann and i,:r. Shulman sa\7 Ur. Ickes last week. They indicated briefly to him · 
that sinco tho announcement of tho pipeline proposal, there had been considerable 
concern omong .American Joris. They expressed tho hope that dcfini to assurances 
uould be given t at no commitments uould be made which would adversely affect the 
Jewish Nationru. Hon¥:}. 

Mr. Ickes stated tha.t as far as ho knc\1 there was no connection between 
tho two matters. He enphasiied that he spoke only for his om1 Department • 

}u-. Neumann and Er. Slmlman discussed with 1/ir. Ickes the economic problems 
involved for Palestine and pointed to Paragraphs VIII and XI of the proposed agree­
ment betueon tho Petroleum Reserves Corporation and the oil companies. They pointer 
out to him that in asking for assurances that no commitments rrould be madedetrimenti -
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we are asking no mo re 

to t:1e Jewish ational Horne/than a restatement of the traditional Administration 
policy. To this Mr. Ickes repeated that the making of foreign policy was not with­
in his function. He readily agreed to receive a memorandum . 

As a re~ult of tne proposed negotiations between the United Stctes and Great 
Britain the oil hearings have been indefinitely postponed and may not talce place . 
There is a :rumor that a basic agreement has been reached between the two c ountrio s. 
It also seems clear that the pipeline proposnl does not now loom as large as it did 
at first. Whctl1e1· tho pipeline is financed by the Government or not ,1ill probably 
mDkc little difference to the oil companies; they uill in all likelihood build it 
ui th borro,1ed money.. It seemed that our bargaining position ,;1as becoming ,1oakcr • 

Concluding is report, L4il'. Shulman recommended that a conference oo arrn.ngcd 
ui th iu~. Stettinius ,:hen ho returns to discuss tho ·.1holo ma ttor. 

Dr. Silver expressed the opinion thnt perhn.ps the Committee uas moving too 
fast to conclusions. He believed there \1as still a go d deal of exploratory nark 
to be done. It \7us clear that the State Department has a greo..t den.]. to do 1.1i th 
tho mo.tter, and tho next stop, therefore, should be to consult vii tn them. Dr. 
Silver did not think rm should vm,i t for Ur. Stottinius, but should mn.ko formal 
representations to fir . Hull for n.n interviou. 

Tho Comrrd.ttoo uas authorized to continue its contacts, nith the Sta.to Do­
partmen t, the -ravy Department, etc . 

DR. WEIZl,~N•s TALKS WITH ~.;:R. S'l!STTnrrus 

It wo..s roported that in response to a cable sent to Dr, \7cizmnnn by Dr • 
Sil vcr • Dr. \7oizmc."ll!l had cabled that he had lul.d scful tn.J.ks in London tli th tho 
Under Secroto.ry of State. 

POLITICAL REPORT 
anti-

Dr. Silver referred to tho recent intensified/Zionist propngnndn including 
the statement of the Archbishop of York, the article in the Render 1 s Digest, the 
radio broadcast of Pete George, nnd tho A::;socinted Press report of the intorvion 
in Cairo '.1ith the Finonce Jiinister of Aodullah. Perhaps it is merely a. coincideneo, 
but it appenrs trot nn orgnnized counter-offensive hn.s b een launched against us, 
porr .. nps due to the ef~·ectivonoss of our o·:m propo..gondn. !;ore of this m,_",Y be ex­
pected in the future. It simply menns th:-.t :10 \/ill hn.ve to intensify our propa .. 
ganda. 

to 
ith re6ard7t'e Palestine Resolution before Congress, an opportune moment is 

being awaited. ':11e question of timing is a difficult one to determine. The minds 
of the people in this country are 88R-Pf~~f.f~ed on the coming invasion. Our friends 
~~ W~shingt0n u~om we arJ consulting/feel t'hat the Resolution will be brought out 
as soon as it can be. We a:te hoping that the meeting of our Co:mmuni ty Contacts 
chairmen may be some sort of focal point on wnich to take action . Very few people 
in Congress a1·e of the opinion that the deferment of action on the resolution mean 
indefinite deferment. ':i:hey are all expecting action on it before vury long. 

We have been contacting some of our friends about the introduction of pro­
Po.lestinc planks in the platforms of both political parties . 

Dr. Silver referred to the Drew Pearson statement reporting that the Presi­
dent had had a convers tion with 1Ir. Churchill and that tho latter scozood to be in 
comploto agrc ment vi th him on the abrogation of the mi to Paper; and that they 
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,ere both opposed to the Jewish C mr.1on:1eal th. ;iow muc~1 credence is t ,J be :::mt in 
that report it is diffi~u.lt to know. 

Dr. Silver refer:red to possible contacts with the Senate cornnittee a:py"Oin t cc.l 
by !fir. Ettll tc consult wi tll him on post-war problei:1s. 

Dl". Silver said he l1ad been thinl:i:rg in the last few r on ths about our line 
of propaganda, clJld had come to the conclusion tha t ,1hile .ve hnve done a good job i :1 
emphasizing the urt;ency of our clair.1s in view of tne crying need of so man help­
less refugees, a..'1.d the need of 011ening the do ors of Pal e stine to t· e se unfortuno.1.;c::; , 
he was not certain that we had done b"U.Ch a good job i:n spreading the philosnph .. of 
Zionism, either to the non-Jer.s or the Jevrn. The 1~esult is thn.t our propn o-anda is 
beginning to ""uackfire a bit. Our ovcr-crnphasis on the mat te r of refUGeo s hac given 
our opponents an opportunity to sa~/" that if tha t is nhat ,·,e arc inte r estud i n, '.11 
not concentrate on r 0f11sees and forget about politics. 

Our over-emphasis on the subject cf relief, 1.1hich is not basic t o Zionism, 
has al so b een r e sponsible for this situation wi t:-i regard to our prop8-t::;a.nd.a in tha t -• 
Y~e have f ailed to meet tho rcru. argu.raents a6ainst Zionism ma.Jo b ,.,.. t ho Arabs, and. 
by t~1e non-Jeuish and Jcnish opponents of Zion ism. We ar0 b oi ~6 atta cLc d no t b~ 
causo of ';Jan ting Je·as to go to Palestine but bccw:use ue talk of a Je :d s·:1 State. 
The political phase of our movement we have neglect ed. \ e nave even been hesitant 
about using the tcri.n "poli tical 11 • 

It is important that we rediscover the clc:1ssic ~ ighrmv" for our nove nent 
which it has follm,e d not onl:, .. since the First Zionist Con ress b ,t l Oj_l G before it, 
and that r,e rna: e an effort to st:·ess i.. our educat ion, r:i th J e";l s a.--i d non-Jc":Ts, t .1.10 
fundamental p:cil ciplcs of Zionisn. It is only a matter of er.rpha.sis . 

!cr-. \7eisgal reacl a lot t er nhich he had recci ed frcm Dr. i.oizrJnnn. 

In the discussion r. ich follo,.-,ed, Dr. Golds t e in exprcs:::ed t:-ie op inion th.'l t 
t he question of the propaganda of the Council de serves co.rciu.l con sidvr t ion at 
a ~pecial rooting. 

Rab::,i Feuer stated tha t ·10 had felt t hat ·;;o may have been pennit t ing our­
sol v 0s to drift in to a rai a taken policy \:i th regard to our progr::tm of action in 
America. ;:o have been tho rocipicn ts of 1·;ar:1ings t ' a t no 11111st net u:p sct the 
3ritish, and there 11as a d311G,"Cr of our oricntin.; ou.rsclv0s as a recult to cautious 
action. Rabo i Feuer wa s b eginning to t 1ink t hat we mu.st conccntr te on a:1 .Americ 
policy. The :policy of depe~ dint; en a few people is a continu:-1.t ion of a :polic 
which has been i ol - owcd for t ·,1e:.1t~five .. ea1·s m d r.a. s been a f a ilu1·e . i7e oug ... t to 
re-ex· . • ne t e situation ai.1 d see '.1het 1er 10 CDnnot, as a re mtl t of our stren th, 
capture t e ri1ili tant support of Americnn op i 1ion • 

J/,r. S:.1u.lman recalled that at a recent mecti:i16 of the Executive C mr11i ttee, a 
program of action was suggested, in ,1hich our dissa tisf:a.ction 'lli t .i. .. t:i.e &dviaa 
that ,e r.:1.it for a solution till the end of tle .,ar \as st essed n..--i0. the proposal 
put forward t .. t representations b e made to the President ni th a vios;7 to obtaining 
a statemunt I'rom .. rim at this tiiro 1 r,hich did not ne ed to be accompa.niud b puJli­
city, but .rhicn. ":7ou.ld place his views on tho futur ·· of Palestine on record, o.."ld 
that this statoioont be sen t to England. This seemed to be the concrete thing to 
do. :Becauue tho President has not b0cn available for the pa st fo-;, \?eeks it ,·;as not 
possible to soc him. wt there a.re available people close to the President who 
could be seen. It ·.,as o.f the utr.nsl importance that ··theso reoonrnendc..tions of the 
~gr ·n Comm.tttee be caJ.""rLed out. i;r. 81nllraan 1 t '-• felt uorried. abo\\t relying en 
a few peopleT ant for tha.t raaao!1 -.. ,:.,,~ ~1a.rticul(ll"ly plell.ll~d to. Jroie t~ attitude 
taken recently by the British labor Party Executive. rle must co11tinuo our public 
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1--elat-tons ~rk on a large scale, said 11.r. Shulman. 

v~. Shulman stressed the importance of the suggestion made by Dr. Silver 
that special attention be paid to the Senate committee appointed by l1a-. Hull • 

··1ir. Naiditch, speaking of our propaganda, agreed that we should stress 
fundamental Zionist ideology. We are not a relief organization and we nust develop 
the philosophy of Zionism, especiall y for the youth. r;e have been uning a war 
propaganda. The Resolution before Congress was important because the fundamentnls 
of Zionism were brought out in the discussions on it. 

:rir. U.Jisgal said that we all lmorv that we havo a great many enemies here, 
including agents of the British Government '7ho \1ere present at tho hearings on the 
Resolution, aad '::ho sent back reports that the Zionists are doing everything to 
alienate relations bet,,10en the Uni tcd States and Dri tain. /i th regar d to Rabb i 
Fcucr 1s statement that ,10 nust not rely on Great Britain, Ur. Weisgal pointed out 
that our first objective must be to ma.kc sure that our O\'m Government and State 
Department are friendly. We can conduct our propag3Jlda hero, however, wit1out 
jeopa:cdizing the friends that we have abroad. If we adopt the policy that Rabbi 
Feuer enunciated we will be treading on dangerous ground, 

Mr. ,lel--theim, referring to the opinions expre ssed that we must put more 
emphasis on Zionist philosophy in our propaganda, thought that the ideas of rescue 
and Geulah cannot be separated. Ue have done nothing inconsistent in stressing 
rescue. The article in the Reader's Digest is a reaction to the publicity given 
the Zionist cause, and not a reflection of a mistaken propaganda line. ;r. 
··;ertheim thought t1e line we pursued during those past months was correct, and it 
was necessary only to intensify our efforts . 

Mr. Furmansky pointed out that Dr. Silver did not pose the problem of refu­
gee propagru.1da versus Zionist philosophy as a r esult of ideological dangers in 
.American Zionism. He posed it rather because of political difficulties we may 
face in tho future. Ue have done two things in the last fe7 year s that my prove 
detriment to ZionisLl, nrunoly, over-stressing the refugee problem as such, and 
stressing politic& forms for Palestine. It is very easy to convince an assimil~ 
tionist to accept the idea of a Jeuish State in Palestine once it is a fact and he 
does not have to fight for it. But it is dangerous to concentrate on the political 
aspects of Palestine - as dangerous as to over-stress the refugee problem. 

ir. :Eurmnnsky urged the i rrvortance of Chalutziut in this country. Without 
it, he believed, there is no future for Zionism here, and Zionism will not be able 
to answer an immediate actual need which Palestine will present inr.1ediately after 
the war, nruiely, the question of manpower. The problem should be gone into tho~ 

.ir. x!e'Wnalln stated that the problem which ·lr. Furma.nsky raised is a 
separate issue, iihich has nevertheless some bearing on our main problem. He agreed 
with Dr. Silvcr 1s statement with regard to our propaganda. It was not suggested 
there there i s an anti thesis betv1Cen stress on r efugees and the stress on Zionist 
ideology, but it was a question of emphasis. The problem lies in tho situation 
itself. The whole world is preoccupied with this overffhelming tragedy. -~• 
Jeumann recalled Dr. Weizmann's statement at the Biltmore Conference that the 
r,eight of tl e Jeuish tragedy was going to affect the solu ticn of the Jewish probleri, 

The number of Jews has been reduced. Proposals will now be brought for-.1ard 
that will take the edge off the problem of refugees. The question is whether '7C 

stress the irranediate refugee problem or the eternaJ. refugee problem. That is 
something tho.t tho non-Je\TS do not yet understand, nor do mony Je"?s.. '?he average 
non-Jew thinks we have to do with the refugee problem created 
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by Hitlu1~. The anomaly of Je·,1ish lire is the recurrence of the tragedy, nnd that 
l:.as to bo explG.ined. Y'c have to go into it t'10:rouchly. People are asking (e.g. 
the Post, the :1ergson group , etc.,) r-1hy we should tal.1~ now about poli t ical fornulo.G. 
It would be easier to concentrate on opening the doors of ?alestinc. ?nat has to 
be ex-plained, and we nu.st go into it more fundamentally. 

With re6ard to Rabbi Feuer ts suggest ion, i .;r. -eumann believed that if our 
friends in Lo:i.1don could be more defini te in re[,ord to the IPa.ttcrc that disturbed 
thum, it no-u.ld holp. Several of our people ~ ave, been in London nnd nothing 
specific has been told us a3 to what we are. doine that will irritate the :Jri tish. 

Ivir . Lipsky agreed \7i th Dr. Silver that it becomes necessary that 1:;hat in 
basic in the movement should be developed. ,ie 1uve been Ui1.der the prensure of the 
J3il tmore Resol·L tion . We have been 6 reatly condi tio:aecl by a poli ticnl formul a . e 
t~1.ink the repetition of the formula cre .... tes the desired i 11_Pression. e have to e;et 
behind. the forrnula. Tho story which we have to tel 1 1 which is hia.don b;r these 
words , is more logical and Lti r o convincing than anything else . Ile mist reveal 
Zioni am in its naturo.l terms, not \Ii th the idea that ,10 hn.vo to oati sfy some formu­
la. ·.10 ho.VO a. ,.-,hole life story ana. a ,1!1010 do8tiny that is not bcine; told in our 
Zionist propaganda. The fact is our relations with Enr;land bocom stron~er the 
more truthful wo arc . The best rolations'.dp r/0 c·u1 have rti th England is to give 
a clear cut ver,,·ion of •;1ha.t '.JC arc seeking. If •ao tell the truth about things thc -y 
speak for thcmaol vo s. ..u., . Lipnl:y urt,;ed trill.t uc Get rid of n formulistic" oxpros;:,­
ions in our propa,eanda. 

· rs . Halprin •.w.s of the opinion that t ho problem of Chalutziut was o!lo •;fith 
•,1hich 7C ·aould .nave to come to 61,ips. S o believed, too, that it ,.-m.c our problem 
to think of hor, tho youth s!1m:i.ld be ap~1roachcd for Chulutziut. 

Dr. Silvor, conclucling tJ.1.c discussion, stated tl1·'.t ~10 m:1s rmr ri0d b;· tho 
fact thH.t t 0r0 ha.d boon so li ttl0 basic Zionist li tcraturc prodncod in t .. 1i s 
country in recent .,rears , r:nd t at so lit t le on Zicninm has ap1,1ca1,cd in .Arrierican 
journru.s . ~cr0 arc cix or sev0n necncios in ti.10 fiold fightinc; us - the :Sritinh 
Colonial Of:'ico, the Ara"u s , our o,.m State Dl;~')a1~tL1on t, the Co cil for u do.i sm, 
tho League for a Free Po.lostin0, t·10 Agu.d.a.s I3racl. All of them fi6ht us on basi c 
Zionist theory. •• o uro buing attacked not boc~uso ,.,o huvc not done a t:;ood job in 
buildi:nc Palestine , but in rcg~~d to tho sane 11rinci i1lmon • .. hich our 011pononto 
attr-ckcd us t, enty- fivc yca1·s ngo . ·,;c ro~c not doinf; ba~dc Zionist propugo.nda. 
Tho man v1ho talks about rcfUi;ecs is considurod ru.l riiht ; the rJ...'Ul ,,,ho tnlks of 
r.'t...sic Zionist ideology i c termed mi cxtro11i st . The;;ro is t hu d.:1.ngor of the GP..J.u th 
defeating Ere:tz Israel, occauDu t: c u.rc;onc"' of , dlui ttinc refu6 cs runy C[iusc the 
v,orld to accept a transitory solution. 'l1hercfore t· e tiL.10 has cm~e fo1· the pendu­
lum to s·dng bac1':: a little. We sno-:ld soe tnn.t - a.sic Zionist think:in6 is done b­
ourselves and others. 

• i th re(;ard to cri ticizinf; Ene;land to r 1Illlch1 D1~. Silver did not think that 

• 

was the real isr,ue. TThat is serious is the tendency on the part of c•oioo of us 
to put too e:;roat faith in a few peo-,:-,lc . If rve lave irn1>0rtant friends, so r,ru.ch th, 
better; . if we have not , ·:10 .;ill try to ·.·,i t~1or:1. :But ;1u oue;ht n('lt to mak\j our 
.. ovement dependent on one or t".10 people . 

It nas aurocd that thiz discussion had been valuable and it ..-,as urged that 
it be continued at anothor J. eoting • 

The mooting adjourned at 11 : 30 P. ' •. ;. 

A. L. 
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BESOLUTION OF .AMERIO.Ar ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL ON COLONEL FRANK KNOX 

May 1, 1944 

·Zionists everywhere mourn the passing of Colonel Frank Knox, 

Secretary of the Navy, devoted servant of his country, trusted friend 

of the Jei.1ish people. 

The qualities of sincerity, loyalty and fair play which were 

the cornerstones of Secretary Knox 1s life, served also the movement for 

the establishment of a free Jewish Homeland in Palestine, to which he 

gave a large measure of devotion. Both in his public and his private 

career, Frank Knox demonstrated an unfailing and helpful intere st in 

the upbuilding of tho Jewish National Home. 

In mourning the death of Secretary Knox, the American Zionist 

Emergency Council pays reverent tribute to a groat .American and to a 

staunch friend of a Jo1,-,ish Palestine. 

* * * * * * * • 
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CONFIDE TI.AL O. 23 

Al.ir&RICAN ZIONIST E.{ERGENCY COUNCIL 

JINU'IE $ OF • 1EET ING OF EXECUTIVE co~ u :r TTE:S 

:,~y 15 • 1944 

A meeting of tho Executive Comrnittoe of the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held 1,;onclay, May 15th, at 3:30 P. M., at 342 Hadison Avenue, Ne-, 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstei!'l, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, 1,7:rs,, Rose Halprin, ,irs. Rose Jacobs, Rabbi I:ax Kirshblum, 
Emanuel eumann, Sudec -;orris Rothenbere., Louis Segal, Herman Slru.lm~n, l·ir~. 
Rebecca Shulman David '1erth 1im. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, F..arold P. Ea.nson, 
Harry L" Shapi1~0. 

Jud.go j3ernard A. Rosenblatt. 

HNUTES 

The mi1utes of the Executive Committee r.10 ting .Leld :,;a,y 1st were approved. 

CO t: UNITY CO lACTS Co:- :I'i'i1EE 

habbi :~ller reported that a program nas being prepared for the conference 
of local emergency committee reprcsontatig s to bo held in ::a.shington, :r.ay 23-24. 
From present indications about 225 to 250 COilll lWli ty lenders ~-muld be pros ,nt . 
A working conference was being planned in which as many of the delegates as po s­
si ble would have an opportunity to report on ihn.t has beon done in tl1eir co i­
ties, and vc11:tici· ,ate in the di scuG ... ions on tho ·1ork to be curried out in th0 
comin5 month3. Y:cdnosd y morning is being left o:pcn in order to permit tho 
dole6atos to crul on their Congressmen. 

In accordnnco with tho decision of the previous meeting, R,bbi Feuer read 
a r port whic .. 1 lie ho.d drn m up on tho , ctivi tics of' the loccl emcrgcnc cornmi ttte 
(Attached). 

Al:iERIC.AN PALEST~~ CO '.:UTTEB 

• a-. Shulmo.n reported tho.t several members of thv Executive \vere to .neet -ri tD 
Dean LeSourd th.:it 1,1eek ·.-Tith a vier1 to his appointment to the post of Executive 
Director of the Ar, rican Palestine Comnittoe. :~. Slmlma.n rccoLmended that 
arrangoroonts be concluded ,;ti th Dean LoSourd if, in the opinion of tho commi ttoo 
meeting ni th 1im, ho is sui to.ble for the po st • 

With regard to a progran to acti vizo tJ.1e local emergency cornr;u tt0es in 
securing additional r1-cnbors for the Ar, rican Palestine Coor.itteo, sovoral 



-

• 

• 

• 

• 

- 2 -

directives have been sent to the local chairmen. This matter will b e discus~ed 
at the conference in ·1 ashington. 

~rir. Shulman further reported that Senator ·1agner nnd other memb c->rs of the 
A.P.C. have received letters signed by Ben Hecht and -rill Rogers, Jr. asking them 
to join the American Lea.guo for a Free Polestine. Senn.tor \7agncr was planning to 
send a letter within the next few days to the members of tho A.P.C. pointing out 
\lhy thoy should not support the Loa.guo • 

Tho importance was stressed of having Senator Uagncr 1s letter sent out as 
soon as possible. 

FIN.Arc IAL BEPORT 

• A report on the financial status of the Emergency Council ~as presented. 
(On file). Expenditures to date fall well within the budget originnlly authorized. 

DELEGATION TO ER o h1JL:Z.. 

In accorClc'UlCe with the decision taken at the meeting of the Emergency 
Council of F ,y lnt that the committee appointed to study the oil situntion continue 
its contacts with Governro(;nt officinls, a delego.tion con$isting of ~Cr. Shulmnn, 
Ur. Lipslo :md Er. fournnnn ha.d culled on Secretary of Stat e, Cordell Hull. During 
the course of tho conversation ·,;r. Hull ho..d cal l ed in ~u1

• Rayner, memb er of tho 
State Department who ·,1a.s dealing 1.li th some aspects of tho pipelinci nnd 'u-. 
Stettinius, 1,1ho assured the delegation tho.t the oil question nill be solved in 
such a m.:mnor an \rill in no Y:ay affect Pru.c stino. :u-. Hull ngroed tha t the dolego,­
tion might inform its constituents th~t no commitments had been made by the United 
States Government in negotiations ni th .Arab l e aders in any wey affecting the status 
of the Jewish Na tional Home and its future growth and development. (Report of 
conversation on file). 

INTERVIE 1 \"/IT!-{ ·m. HLIJaE 

Ur. Shulnl3ll reported that he had called on Hr. \·:illkie and ha d discussed 
with him the rumor tha t he had agreed to serve as counsel to the Bergson croup. 
It appears that I:a-. Bergson had gone to soc Ur. '/illkie on an appointment ma.do 
with tho latte1· professionally by someone else, and that i:r. Bergson h ad indicated 
that his group would like to obtain ~J.". \7illkie I s services. lJir. l7illkie had 
replied that in public matters of tnis nature he does not accept profes s ional 
engagements; and, also, that he would like to know more about it. 

In the light of his conversations with 'ir. Shulman, the r e was little like­
lihood that :u ... Uillkie would as :;ociate himself .,i th the Bergson group • 

·'1'. Shulmnn had also discussed with Mr. 'iillkic the American Palestine Corrr­
mi ttce n.nd ho71 he might nork ·;:i th 1 t. Er. Uillkie so.id ho rmuld be glad to ta.kc 
the mutter up again on his return to No\1 York in about a. \1ock. 

LEGAL OPiiiIO ON i,7HITE PAPER 

It was reported that some time ago arrangements were IDc'\de with Dr. Jacob 
Robinson of the Institute for Jewish Affairs to prepare a leg& opinion on the 
fuite Paper and its inconsistency with the Viandate. A large stnf'f of tho orld 

Jewish Congress worked on this document, which ,1hon submitted was 300 pages in 
length. Er. Lourie ronorkod it, 0.11d in its presont version the m3morand1:un has 
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been reduced to about 50 pages. Copies have been given to l.;.essrs. Neuma1 1 , Tulin, 
Shulman and Szold, with whose cooperation it is hoped that the signatures of a 
number of prominent lawyers rdll be obtained. The criticism has been made that 
even in its present version the opinion ,1as rather legalistic, and it has been 
suggested that an accompanying document one-third that size be prepared. 

The namcn of a nwnber of outstanding lawyers nho might be approached to 
sign this document wore suggested . 

LEGAL ADVISORY CO fi ·~ITTEE 

It was pointed out that there is a considerable number of la;1yors among 
the Zionists in i!e-:-1 York uho would be glad to be useful to tho movement and Y1ho 
could also help in intorosting prominent non-Jorlish larrycrs to whom i :o have nG 
access at present . It uas therefore proposed that an attempt be made to form a 
legal advisory comn1ittee, consisting of about six lawyers who have wide contacts. 
Judge Rifkind ,,as mentioned as one \lho might head the coID1ai ttee. 

This recollli·uendation was approved and Ju<L~e Rosenblatt undertook to s'"rnk 
Judge Rifkind's help in setting up such a legal. e.dvisory committee • 

.Ai.Jill.IC.AN LEAGUZ FOR A FRiE PALESTiiIB 

Rabbi Feuer 1--eported on a meeting held in '"/ashingtcn last week with a numbe1 
of Jev:ish Coneressmen. He recalled that at an eu:-clier meeting , i th these Concre ss­
men they had volunteered to form t:iemsel ve s into an inforr11al comrni t toe ,;;hich ,1ould 
render nhatever assistance it could ,1hon called upon. Rabbi Feuer had felt that 
the matter of the League for a Fr00 Palestine might very ~.iell be the first proble 
to present to ti.1em. .All the Je\7ish Con6res muen ,-,ere present n.t the meeting, ',7i th 
the exception of l.r:r. :3loom and lir. Sabath; also .a-. Shulman, lcr' . Ncumn.n.."1 nnd ·;r. 
Lipsky, ·:rho ,,-icrc in \Vc.s,rlngton that Heck to sec ~:r. Hull ; Er . Sack ond Rabbi ?cuci~ . 

The Congrossmc:1 seemed to be almost as worriaiabout the i~lications of this ne,1 

activity of the l3ergson c;roup us c ,;ere. As long as they \":ere operating in t~'le 
field of rescue some of theru felt it vras advisable to ,1ork d tn them; but the 
quest ion of Palestine and s. prospect of a bit lier struggle in Zionist r anks ,-:as a 
different matter. 

Th.ore , ad been an interesting discussion ·-,i th the Congres ,.;,men, nt the con­
clusion of ·:rhic:i they mo.de a proposnl, for1ru.lutod by .ir. Dickstein, that they organ­
ize tl omsolve,c into n group and cnll in representatives of the Bergson group for 
questioning. The plan :,as that tJ.1ey should mnke clear to Bergso 1 that as responsi­
ble memb ers of Congress they themselves had no choice but to gu port tho propcrl r 

constitutwZionist bodies. Su.bsoquently the Congressmen would issue a stat01~cnt 
calling on tho group to dissolve • 

In addition, the individunl Congressmen volunteered to contact their non­
Jewish collcnbues in the House and Senato and \7ar. them against the Lengu.o. 

In the discussion th t follonod, doubt r;na C)._1.)rosscd ns to tho dcsirabili t r 
of carrying out t1c proposnl deb the Jc\"/ish Congressmen. It nas pointed out 
that all the relevant Ill.1terial concerning the ne ·, l3ergson Comrai ttee nas already 
before the ConGrcssmen1 they 1.1cro fully informed and in a position to issue a st tlJ­
men t '.7i thcu t f1.u~ thcr dcl ay . 

After further discussion, in v:hich a number of cthc1~ sugecstions ,..,ere offvrul 
it uas agreed that every effort be made to obtain an irmnediate release by t 1e 
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Congressmen of a statement repudiating the League for a Free Palestine, 

CUBA 

Judge Rothenberg, who had recently visited Cu.ba on behalf of the Keren 
Kayemeth, reported that he had root with govurnmcnt representatives in Habana and 
found aJDOng t ... 1cm several very good friends of Zionism, including Guaf Inclan, 
Governor of Habana.; Dr. Gu.stava Gutierrez, a scholar, ,1ho is thoro11t;hly conversant 
with Zionist affairs, and who is chairman of the recently organized Pro-Palestine 
Committee of Cuba; and Dr. Ofelia Do1ningu.oz, who is director of prop8';anda in the 
1,anistry of War nnd is s.Jrving as Secretary General of the Pro-P~ostinc Commi ttco. 
The Governor of Habano. hn.d informed Judge Bothonberg that after the cloctions in 
June he intcnood to introdllco a PvJ.estino aosolution in Po.rliruncnt. Tho entire 
Cuban Government is friendly nnd sovorol members attended t 1e public meeting 
arranged for Judge Rothenberg by the Cuban Zionists. Jud.go Rothenberg recommended 
thnt contact be established with those people in Cuba by the Emergency Council ond 
thut material be sent to them. (It should be noted in this connection tru-.t the 
South American Depn.rtmont of the J~wish A€cncy is IDD.intn.ining regular contv.ct ,1ith 
lea.ding non-.Jews in tho I,utin.Arooricnn countries • .) 

CO UTTEE ON RELIGIOUS FORCES 

flith regn.rd to tho budget for the o.ctivitios of this Committee recommended 
in Rn.bbi Goldls report to the l[',st ~cting of the ]incrg~ncy Council, it uns rc­
ccllcd thut it was decided o.t tha t meeting to consider ... b1.idgot for ca.ch new 
a.ctivi ty n.s projected. The Commi tteo wc.s nor1 plo.nning the publico.tion of n book 
on Zionism from the religious point of vicr11 '.1hich will not only show thnt Jo·;;isb 
roligion is not opposed to Zionism but \"Jill illuotrn.to tho importo.nt role relit; icun 
lea.doro hn.vo pleycd in the oro .. ly stngcs of tho movcm nt • 

It vns docided to adopt this rccoromondGtion in principle ,nd request tho 
Publicn.tions COmI!d ttco to 1.·1ork out tho dct--.113• 

PROFESOOR HA,..'qLQW 

It was reported thn.t Prof. Hn.rlow would shortly go to tho Middle East on 
bchnlf of Ulrnil~ wid ho is mucious to visit F~lcstinc. It uo.s ~recd thnt every 
effort should be rnv.d~ to m..'lko it possible for Prof• Hn.rlow to go to Pnleotine, nnd 
tho Ch..".ir~-ut \7[',S authorized to sec Prof. Ho.rlo·., in this connection. 

Tho roocting adjourned o.t 6al5 P. ~~. 

A. L • 
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