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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 10 

AMERICAN ZIOi~IST E ·iERGENCY com OIL 

HIJ.WTES OF i,rEETING HELD JUNE 5, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held .'londay, June 
5th, at 4:00 P. ~{., at 342 Uadison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), :ass Julliet Benjamin, Dr. Philip :Bernstein, 
Philip Cruso, Rabbi Uolf Gold, Paul Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 1/irs. Rose 
Halprin, Dr. James G. Helle1 .. , :Benjamin Itzkowitz, Leib Jaffe, ·ass Jeannette 
Leibel, Irving D. Lipkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving ,aller, Isaac aiditch, 
Emanuel Neumann, ::irs. Etta Rosensohn, Sar1uel Rothstein, Moyer W. Weisgal, David 
':iertheimi Dr .. Na.hum Goldmann, Dr. I. :a. Berkson, Adolph Hubbard, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Arthur Lourie, Ab1"'om s .. Magida, Harold P • .iianson, Harry L. Shapiro, Harry Steinb cr 
Abe Tuvim. 

Rabbi Issu.rlm Cardozo, Dr. Abrahazn Drapkin, Lazar .1ia.rgulies, David St ern, 
Dr. s. E. So skin, Zora.ch Warhaftig, Daru.ch ZU.ckennan. 

Isaiah L. K~nen, Robert Silverri1an. 

The Chairman extended a hearty ·1elcome to the visitors present at the 
meeting - to Rabbi Cardozo, a leading Zionist of Ourusao, Dr. Drapkin, former 
President of the Zionist Organization of Chile; lJ. fiargulies, leader of Rumanian 
Jewry at present residing in Canada, and doing important work there; a.~d to 
lir. Stern and Dr. Soskin, who had arrived from Palestine a few d~s 8.€0• 

On behalf of the of the Council, the Chairman extended congratulations to 
Er. Kurt :Blumenfeld, who has just celebrated his sixtieth birthday. 

The Council learned with deep regret of the passing a few d~s previously 
of Hr. A. J. Freiman, president of the Cann.di81l Zionist Organization for twenty
five yearn. 

SITUATION I - PALESTlm 

A letter na s read from hrs. Halprin suggesting that a session of the 
Emergency Council be set aside for an exami nation of the Palestine scene. firs. 
Halprin referred to the discussions within the :·ia.pn.i n.nd the Histadru.th, the 
position of tho Aliyah Chadashah, and cl. so the fact that it would appear from 
press reports that the Palestine Administration is beginning to i~plement the con
stitutionnl section of tho ':lhi te Paper. She felt that the members of the Council 
would welcome an opportunity to clarify toe;ether the meagre but nevertheless 
pointed reports which hn.ve recently come from Palestine. 

It was decided to set a s ide the next evening mcctin6 of the Council, or to 
hold n. specio.l meeting, for a discussion of the nature outlined by ifrs. Halprin. 
Dr. Goldstein ur6ed that before the meeting takes place, as full information n.s 
possible be obtained • 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Dr. Silver reported that at the request of the Palestine Commission of the 
America.a Jewish Conference, a comr1u.ttee of the Commi5sion had been appointed to 
present to the second session of the Conference, to be held in Chicago in SepterSver, 
an outline of what has been done this past year and recommendations for resolutions 
to be acted upon. Dr. Silver felt that since the Emergency Council is directly 
involved, there should be a cor.unittcc of tho Council to decide ,;1hat resolutions 
the Conference should adopt on the question of Palestine. These resolutions could 
then be turned over to the Palestine Commission. Dr. Silver indicated that 10 

r.iu.st think net only about the political resolution but also about other resolutions 
dealing with the development of Palestine, etc. 

It was pointed out that meetings of the inter-party group of the Conference 
arc now in progress and that the function of this group is to work out tho details 
of the progran for the second session. 

It was believed that the Council should concern itself with the resolutions 
to be adopted by the Conference on Palontino. Tho inter-party erour, it was 
pointed out, has a great deal of work before it a..~d must give consideration to all 
aspects of the Couference activities. It was therefore recommended that a com-
mi ttee be appointed by the Emergency Council, on ,,.,. ich all the groups will be 
represented, to go into the matter thoroughly and report back to the full Council. 

It was argued, however, that it was not possible to deal with the particular 
problem until the general one is di~posed of, that we cnnnot tell 1hat kind of 
resolutions on PaJ.estine we want to introduce until ue examine tho situation as a 
uholc. It ua~ therefore urged that we wait tuo weeks for a repart of the inter
party 5roup before talring any action in api.')Ointing a comrni t tee of our omi to study 
the quest ion. 

It wa5 pointed out at the saroo time that one of the rrost serious questions 
that will come up before the Conference at its second session will be the report 
of the Post-War Commission, and t '1at this se~rnion of the Conference should, \7i th 
Zionist support, be devoted primarily to post-war problems. 

After further discussion, it was decided to mit a fortnight for a pro
liminary report of tho inter-party group of the Conference. 

PRESENT POSITIO.J IN REGARD TO JE\7ISE I 1i.1IG..'R.AmIO.i.~ INTO PALESTINE 

At the request of Dr. Silver, ·,a-. Lourie had prepared a memorandwn on the 
present situation ,dth regard to Jeyfish iminicration into Palec-tine, which he 
presented to the meeting (attached) • 

In the discussion on the memorandum, Dr. Goldmann said tho1·c ,1erc two 
questio~s to be considered: 1) ~hethcr the Emergency Council should take any 
action in viet1 of this situation; 2) and if so, v:hat kind of action. He c1-id not 
think that this was a matter whicn required strong public action. If the British 
say they wish to reserve the certificateo for those who arc still to be rescued 
they may meet i.vi th sympathy from the general public. We, on t e other hand, are 
interested in getting the certificates exhausted as soon as possible. When that 
is done the 3ritish will have to review the situation, bocaua3as they realize 
they vill not be able to clc se Palestine completely to Jewish imnigration. 
Generally, Dr. Goldmann felt that in the imi-aediate future we should avoid strong 
public pres3\ll'e on Great Britain. e should continuo our activities in connection 
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with the large program for the Comnx:mneal th, but to use pre ssuro on a minor i ssuc 

,1ould be unwise at this time, when decisions on tho ·,hole future of Palestino may 

be reached in the next fc~ months • 

It was t'1erefore recommended that action to be taken in connection with tho 

.Qresent immigration situation be confined to diplomatic action. It 11a>-> SU{£'ested tMt 

a delegation visit the ~ritish Ambassador and the Under Secre tary of State . 

and tP.a.t the War Refugee Board,which is interested since they arc anxious 

to get at least the Jewish refugees out of ItuJ.Y, be requested to support our 

position. Tho A.M.G. might also be asked to lend its support. 

It w~s urged that if a delegation is sent to Washington at this time it 

should be a delegation of the .American Jewish Conference. Doubt was expressed, 

ho·.1evcr, as to nhother t:his was a matter to be dealt Y1ith by the Conference, sinco 

t his ~as primarily a Zionist problem, nnd that perhaps a delegation to ianhington 

of the Conf e1~ence in connection with Palestine should be reserved for a time when 

t l1ere are wider issues involved. 

In the course of further discussion it was stated that the War Refugee 

]card had indicated that the situation in Ito.ly would be eased m1d room made for 

roore r efugees if the British would allow the Jews to go to Palestine. Tho official. 

of the War Refugee Board spoke with groat bitterness of thu failure of the British 

to cooperate by g ivine Palestine certificates to the Jcuish refugees. 

A.fter further discusSiQn it was decided that tho officers of the Emergency · 

Council take up uith the American Je~ish Conferenc.e heads the matte r of rep resenta

tions to be made to the British ~nibassy and the State Dcpartroont on the present 

imraigro.tion situation • 

REPORT 03 VISIT TO SECRETARY OF STA:i:.E 

·rir. Neurua.--in reported on tho visit to Mr. Hull on uay 9th of tho comr.1i ttoc 

appointed by t"1e Council, consisting of Hr. Lipsky, ·.~. Shulman and himself, to 

study tho oil situation. Tho commi ttco called on l-1r. Hull in order to find out 

whether anything had boon done or nas likely to be done by our Governmen t in tho 

matter of tho oil situation v1hich would affect Palestine. ($cc ·"inutes of Execu

tive Committee of i.n.y 15th for report on in torvicn). :,ir. Hull had agreed to 

receive a mezoorandum from the delebation on the subject and such a mcroorandum 

had been sent to him. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Silver reported on the visit of Dr. Wise and himself to the Under 

Secretary of State on ·:..ay 23rd. (Report on file) • 

After some discussion on the political report, in which the importance was 

stressed of 5-i.ving careful considera tion to the position to be tal::cn in tho event 

that tho policy decided upon for the future of Palestine involves partitio~ of 

some kind, it was decided to devote a meeting of the Council two weeko hence to 

a politicul discussion. 

·m. STERN'S REPORT 

:•ir. David Stern, director of the Colonization Departroont of the Jewish 

Agency, who had arrived in this country a f e-.v days previously from Palo s tine, 

addressed the meeting. He brought greetings from tho Yishuv. 
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Zretz Israel is working hard, ~id Er. Stern. A great effort has been made 
to strengthen the Yishu.v economicallijotherise. In pre-wnr years a great.deal had 
been imported, particularly food; but since the outbreak of the war the Yishuv has 
had to provide all its own food. The children a.re eating well; the adults are in 
the same position as adults in England - there is no sugar, no eQ-;s, etc . The 
situation with re6a.rd. to clothing is better. 

The Keren Hayesod s&ttlements have this yea:r paid back $160 1 000 on t:1eir 
loans. The colonization work is proceeding apace, although it in expensive under 

• wartime conditions. 

• 

~t the end of 1943 there existed 240 Jeuish colonies on 1 1 1371 000 dunams, 
ru1d n.l so 4 Agricul turn.l schools and 7 Schuno th. Of the 240 colonic s, 117 were 
colonized by tho Keren Hayosod. Of those 77 o.rc Kvutzoth and 40 H>shn.vim. 1Iho 
117 settelenmts have a population of 441000 souls n.nd were colonized at a cost of 
ls2,484,000. 

From October 1939 to October 1943, 24 aettlements were established, - 18 
TCvutzoth and 6 l{oshavim. From :>ctober 1943 to April 2 1 1944, 2 additional ~•;oshavim 
and 5 ICvutzot~1 wore built; as ·1011 as three settleroonts in the Megcv - 1 near 
J3ersheba, and ttle 2 others near the Eg~,ptian border. t:ater 1a .. , b on found near 
Bershoba as well as elsewhere in the Negev. 

Rccontl:/ tho Keren Iiayesod docidJd to sot up settlements on the nouthcrn 
border, and will shortly ost~blish 16-colonics in that part of Palestine. One 
settlement, :~a.rah, is above !.etullo.h; some a.re around Sa.fed, Tiberias and hi6dal . 

There is a great dearth of machines. It crui be said that the colonists a.1·0 
working with their very nails. Since tho war, 100,.000 add.i tionru. dunams have been 
colonized, and the Govornr.1ent has made available for t e Jewish settlements only 
36 tractors and t1ese aTe in very bad condition. It is difficult to get any wood. 

The Je·.1is ... 1 Uatior:al Ftmd is now also participating in colonization work, in 
some places to an extent of 50$& a.nd in others 33-Mb. 

There is a settlement of I-olizrachi youth in Gnza; and also a nen scttl ent :L} 
Kfar Etzion near Hebron. One of the points in the south, near Gadera, -;vas colc:1i~ r;<3 
byyJU.th of the A€udas Israel, and they were put out of the parent organization 
because they accepted funds from the Keren iiayesod and Keren Kaycrneth. 

Kiriut .A.navim and Jiaa.J.ch Hachamishn. have gromi considerably. Thero is room 
there for ::nan~- l1C';: settlers. 

Several settlements are being prepn.red. for returning soldiers. 

• The J.1: .F. has redeemed n £reat deaJ. of land in the past few yea:rs, about 
250,960 dunams. The Fund has available land for 40 new colonies. 

• 

Excellent work has been done in connection vii th water. Pipes are bD.dly 
n:oeded; .Aroorican companies are ready to provide thor.1, but there is the problem of 
transportation. Wood which is required for building will be sent from Brazil. 
Thero is a 6reat shortage of housing nccomr~dation. 

The meeting adjourned at 11115 P. I~ 

A. L. 

-
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M1EE.IC.AN ZIO I ST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF dEETING HELD Jill!E 19, 1944 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 11 

A special meetinf' of the Americ n Zionist Emergency Council was held x,fonday, 
June 19th, at 4:00 o'clock, at 342 ~adison Avenue, New York City . 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), MaU1·ice Boukstein, Jrs . Judi th Epstein, 
J osl1e Furmans1cy, R~bbi Wolf Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Mrs. s. Goldstein, Mrs. Rose 
/alprin, Benjam:tn Itzkowitz, Rabbi I. r1!<> Kowalsky, Jeannette Leibel, Irving 
Linkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Israel Merem.inski, Rabbi Irving !.~iller, Judge Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, Herman Shulma:i, Dr. _\bba Hillel Silver, Meyer W. Weisgal, David 
lfortheim. 

Dr. N~hum Goldman. ; Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. 7euer, Arnold K. 
Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Abram S . . ~agido, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Dr . .A. K. Epstein, Michael Garber, Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn, 
Hrs . Rachel Yarden, Zorach Warhaftig, s. J. Zacks, Baruch Zuckerman. 

SI·r ATIOl~ I ·T PALESTINE 

Openin.g the discussion on the internal situation in Palestine, Mrs. Halprin 
stated that apart from the question of the divioion in the Aapai,which should give 
us some concern, there was also the fnct that some sections of the Yishuv have 
expressed thomsolvos a{.;ainst tho Biltmore program. The question of partition is 
tied up with this, since some of those expressing themsolves as opnosed to tho 
Biltmore program do so because of tho foar of partition. If there is reason to 
suspect that partition w·11 be the proposed solution of tho Palestine problem, 
we should discuss what steps c n be taken in advance of nn ultimo.tum which may be 
f iven us, and not meroly wait until an announcement of policy is mado. 

Mrs. Epstein referred to the report given a few doys ago by Edgar Ansel 
,}owrer. who stated that t.hc British in Cairo arc snying that tho problom of Pales
tine must be sol vod and arc t11inldng of a di vidcd Palestine. This confinnod tho 
fonr that parti tfon is being considered. 

r. Wertheim ~ointod out that some of tho problems that had arisen in the 
Yishuv in con.action with the Corm11onwoalth were duo to tho uncertainty as to eomo 
of the implicotions of the Comrr1onwealth propos 1. Perheps,he suggested, it is time 
for Araerican Zionists to consider n more detailed clarific~tion of the Conmonwealth 
program. 

Mr . W .iscc 1 considered n dtscussion of partition hypothetical at this point. 

rrr . Lipsky saw no rcnson why wo should be agi tatod by all kinds of surmises. 
OuT position was made cle~r by the Biltmoro Resolution. There is no reed to re
define it. All that is required is clarification for ourselves. If something now 
turns up, it may bo nocessory to make some things clear at that time. 
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rlr. Shulman pointed out thnt n discussion on the internal situ tion in 

Palestine was proposed only in order to obtain informc. tion that we should hnvo. 

With regard to partition, we should summarize all the infonnfltion nv,.,_ilnblc so that 

we mey determine what action to truce in advance. 

Rabbi Gold thought it might be necessary to follow up the nction already 

taken by Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver in writing to Ar. Stettinius, and mnke Jmown to 

the British Government what .American Zionists think cbout a divided Pnlestine. We 

cannot consider all the reports that have come to us only as rumors, when t1ey hnve 

come from so many sources • 

. Jr. ZU.ckerman pointed out that it is not right to tio up tho question of 

partition with the question of the Commonwealth. It wns under the Mnndnte, not 

under a Comnonwealth,that we were once presented wit1 n partition plan. The ono 

fonnula in which partition is definitely implied is G bi-national stat. It is a 

grea t pity, thought .r .. Zuckerman, that partition has become tied up in the minds of 

some with the Commonwealth. The Biltmore Resolution was clear and required no 

further clarification. 

Mr. Mereminski said 
partition at this meeting. 
we m st truce concrete stops 
was not his topic tonight. 
insida the Labor movement. 

that he did not wont to enter into a discussion of 
This problem, unfortunately, is a very ncute one, and 

here ~nd in London ngninst partition. Howover, this 
Mr. Uoreminski then g::.ve a full report of the situation 

This appears in the appendix to these minutes • 

Dr. Goldmann said that there was undoubtedly some danger that partition 

might be proposed. When Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise wore informed th~t in Engl nd they 

are thinking of a Jewish Commonwenl th, it mny have monnt thPt some people in ~';land 

were thinking about partition. There wns the dnnger tM English sta tesmen will 

discuss the question of u divided Palestine with .American stntesmen nnd t he latter, 

not being thoroughly informed on the subjoct,will ngroe to thnt solution of the 

~lestine problem. The English nro in a stronger positlon whon thcr discuss Pal

estine with ~oricans, because they nre moro intimately acquninted 1th tho situn

tion. It wns nccessary,Dr. Goldmnnn,snid to tnlk to members of the St~te Department 

and if possible, tho White House, in opposition to the idea of partition. He urged 

thnt in addition, memorandum be submitted explaining why we cr nnot accopt a 

partitioned Pnlostine, pointing out thnt it ould not solve tho problem of i i

gr~tion, and indicating the economic reasons, otc. why tho Commonwoclth must be in 

the whole of Palcstino. Further, Dr. Goldm nn proposed, we should work tow~rds 

h~ving included in Resolutions which our non-Jewish friends will p~ss, or sp0ochos 

they make, reference, tn n positiv0 \I ~, .. to the need for :1 ComMonwoalth in tho holo 

of Pnlestine, ~nd opposition to n divided Palestine • 

,.:r . . Shulmnn suegostod th:- t in viow of the fact th['l t iallaco .~urrny steyod 

on in London after fr. Stottinius loft, it would be helpful to sc0 him. 

{r. Furmnnsky remarked thnt i{r. ·riereminski hn.d given .!l very obj ctivc report 

of what hnd happonod in tho Histadruth. Only one thin? wos loft out, and thnt was 

the proposal dopted by tho minority. Ho boli oved th:· t tho greatest danger that wo 

face today is pnrtition, e.nd that tho question under discussion must bo how shall 

we conduct our politicnl affnirs in order to avoid this daneer. 

1r. l eu:!lann urged th t further informt·tion bo olici tod frorn people who have 

it. 
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Dr. Wise stated that .American Jews, who represent more than fifty percent of 
the Jews of the world, should not wait until our friends - perhaps against their 
will - may be compelled to accept a compromise settlement of the Palestine question •. 
He believed that in addition to carrying out Dr. Goldmann 1s recommenda tions, it was 
also worthwhile to send somebody to London to confer with Dr. Weizmann . 

Dr. Silver recalled that when we were waiting back in February for the 
promised announcement on the future of Palestine, at that time, too, we felt it was 
ti~d up with partition. At a similar moeting of the Council, it was decided to try 
to meet with the President: a request for an interview was accordingly sent to h im, 
but tho meeting did not take place until March. The announcement, he always felt, 
was posponed because of military considerations. ro have been told over and over 
again that the decision will be made on tho highest level. What was valid in 
February is valid today. Wo have to get to the President. We have not seen him 
since March and the statements made by him thon has been subjected to all kinds of 
interpretations. 

Dr. Silver thought that a good Resolution from the Republicans, who would be 
meeting for tho presidential nominating convention within a wock,'would be very 
helpful. 

Mrs. Halprin again urged that a delegation consisting of the two co-chairmen 
go to London • 

Tho meeting adjourned at llrlO P. M. 

A. L • 

• 
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.AMERICA ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUT3S OF MEETING OF :EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 19, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive CoIDir.ittee of the .American Zionist Emer~ency 
Council was held Monday, Juno 19th, at 4:00 P. M. at 342 Madison Avenue, :rew York 
City. 

PRESENT 

Dr •. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), 1!rs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gollman, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrs. Esther Gottesman, ars. Rose Halprin, Dnanuel lTcumo.nn, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Dnvid Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephen S. Wis€. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; .'arvin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving Hiller, Judge Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, Meyer W. veisgal. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, .Arthur Lourie, Harold P. \~anson, 
Hariy L. Shapiro . 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Dr. A. K. Epstein. 

Apologies were received from Dr. Goldstein and Mr. Segal. 

MINU'US 

The minutes of the Executive Corm:!ittee meeting held June 5th were approved. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMt.~ITTEX 

Mr. Shulman reported that Dean LeSourd is now working as Director of the 
American Palestine Committee. On June 12th a meetine was held of the Planning 
Committee appointed by the National Conference on Palestine to implement the 
Resolutions adopted by the Conference. Present were President Daniel L. Marsh, 
who presided, Prof. William F. Albright, Dr. Henry A. ~tkinson, Prof. Carl J. 
Friedrich, Dr. David Henry, Dr. Howard M. LoSourd and Prof. Paul Tillich. At that 
meeting it was decided that the Planning Committee appointed in Washington continue 
to function for the National Conference but that the members also accept membership 
in an expanded Executive Committee of the A.P.C. The Planning Cor.irnittee also 
decided to recol'!lI!lend to the A.P.C. that it engage in a vigorous car-maign to secure 
the sympathy and enrollment of great numbers of people in nll segments of the 
Jumrican public; and that the A.P.C. arrange, in conjunction with the Christian 
Council on Palestine and such other organizations whose assistance may be secured, 
for regional conferences modeled after the Washington Conference, during the conine 
months, in such cities as San Francisco, Houston or Dallas, Hinneapolis, Chicago, 
Boston, Atlanta and New York. The Committee recommended further that a Chairman of 
the Executive Cor.lnittee of the .American Palestine Cor:imittee be appointed, and ~r. 
Shulman reported that President Marsh would be prepared to accept this post and 
devote considerable tine to it. 
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Mr. Shulman furthor reported that the Resolution adopted by the MorthePstern 
Jurisdictional Conference of the Uethodist Church on June 10th wns introduced by 
Dr. Marsh and put through unaninously . .Another Methodist Conference is to be held 
in Minneapolis beginning Juno 29th, and Dean LeSourd will spend a few days there in 
an effort to secure a similar Resolution. Beginning June 24th there is to bo nt 
Lakesido, Ohio• an Interdenor:iina.tional Youth Conf orencc cocpri sing reproscnta ti vcs 
of all Protestant Denominations. De LcSourd is planning to be there ~s ioll in 
order to ncquaint the delegates with the P~lestino issue nnd secure a favorable 
Resolution. 

With regard to the a~pcal for me~bcrship in the A.P.C., all invitations to 
lending citizens will be sent fro□ the NationDl Office of the A.P.C. in Washington. 
In connection with the mass appeal, however, the invitations will go fro~ tho locnl 
comr.iunitics. A group of leaders in each comnunity will be asked to sign a petition 
and to send it around to largo nunbers of individuals in that cor:ir:runity for their 
s i €'Ila t uro s. 

The inner to launch the Uew York Chapter of the .A.P.C., arrnn ed for June 
15th, which was to have been in honor of Senator Wngner and Congress!':1nn Co□pton, 
had been called off because Senator Wagner felt that it would be wrong to hold it 
at that tiQe, hen the invasion of Europe had just been launched. Consideration 
wa.s given to the idea of holding a nunber of Luncheon L:eetings . 

HEBREW CO~MITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATIO.i." 

The question was raised of the effect on the public of the reports which 
had appeared in the press of the registration of the Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation with the Department of Justice. Although the act of registering as a 
foreign agent does not in any wa:y imply recognition by government agencies it was 
felt that perhaps the average individual in the countr.,r would not understand this 
and would, on reading the press reports and noting the reference to the intention 
of the Hebrew Committee to float a public loan,assume that the Committee was 
receiving official recognition. It was agreed that it should be drawn to the 
attention of the local emergency committees and of the Jewish Pross that the 
registration of the Hebrew Committee does not in any way imply recognition. 

It was recommended that a copy of the Registration Statement be obtained 
and examinod carefully. 

Attention was drawn to the lotter received by dr . Louis Segal from tho 
Under Socreta~- of State in response to an inquiry from him,which stated that the 
Department of State "does not recoenize tho .American League for a Free Palestine 
as having any representative status;" and also to a lotter received by Dr. Silver 
from Mr. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State,in reply to Dr. Silver's communiaation 
enclosing copy of tho cable received from tho Jewish ,M"enc. on the Hebrew Co ittec 
of National Liberation. Mr. Berle wrote as follows: "I wish to assure you in this 
connection thnt the Department does not recognize the Hebrew Committee of tional 
Liberation as having any representative status. 11 It was further reported th tan 
interdepartmental communication within the State Department confirmed what hr. 
Stettinius had said about the Hebre Committee of National Liberation not having 
been recognized • 
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It was suggested that the possibility be investigated of lebal action being 
taken in connection with the applicntion of the Bergson group to float a bond 
issue. 

Dr. Silver reported that some days ago Senator Taft had telephoned him from 
Washir\gton informtng him that Senator Bridges and he had been requested by the 
League for a Fre0 Palestine to send a memorandum to the President on their behalf 
on the question of the rights of .America under the r"andate with rogard to Palest · n0 • 
Dr. Silver had informed Senator Taft that a similar I!lemorandum had been s l)mi ttod 
to the State Department in 1937 by the Zionist Organization and that subsequently 
a very restrict! ve intcproiation of the 1925 Bri tish-.Ane rican Convention on 
Palestine had been issued by tho State Department. Tho submission of a ~imilar 
memorandum at this time would in all probability elccit a reply from the State 
Department which would be unsatisfactory in itself and might affect the value of 
the President's statement to Dr. iise and himself. xor was it desirable Dr. Silver 
further informed Senator Taft, that the Senator should associate himself with the 
ac ti vi ties of the :Bergson group. 

Dr. Silver had not yet heard from Senator Taft in reply to this letter, but 
he believed that he would do nothing further with the meruorandum of the Le3gu0 . 

40th A] ·IIVERSARY OF P.A.SSI G OF ::)R. HERZL 

'rhe quostion was raised of an nppropriate manner of comrncmoratin~ the 40th 
anniversary of the passing of Dr. Theodor Herzl, which occurs on July 11th, and 
also of observing the 22nd anniversary of tho c.doption by the 67th Congrosn, in 
1922,of the Palestine Resolution. 

It was reported that the Zionist Organizat ion of .America is dedic ting its 
next .A.dministrativo Committee meetine., which is to be held in Philadelphia on July 
9th, to the annivarsary of Herzl's death and th~ anniversary of tho 1922 R solution • 

.A.fter some discussion it was decided that the Executive Committee of tho 
Emergency Council recommend to the four constituent organizations of the Council 
that an appropriate meeting be held in New York to commemorate tho 40th .A.nnivorsary 
of the death of Theodor Herzl. 

LO IDERMILK :BOOK 

It was reported th?t a request has been r ocoivcd from the Gollancz Publishing 
Compaey, through Harper's, for permission to print nn En lish edition of tho 
Lowdermilk book. Dr. Lowdermilk ' s permission to include an int rod ction in this 
edition, to be written by Sir John Russell, was also sought. 

• It wo.s further reported that tho first royalties on the Lowdurmilk book , in 

• 

tho amount of $2135.00, had boon rccotvcd. 

LORD DA.VIES 

It was agreed that a lotter of condolence be sont to Ludy Davies on tho 
passing of Lord Davies, who had boen an earnest friend of Zionism for 18 years • 

TESTI OMIAL DIID:ER TO rm. BLOO 

Tho question was ralaed of the sponsorship given by loaders of the four 
parties to tho Testimonial Dinner to bo given to r. Sol Bloom on Juno 28th and it 
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was c..grecd that Dr. \'Tiso, Dr. Goldstein, rs. Eps tcin nnd Rabbi Gold should nrra c 
to meet with Mr. Bloom before tho Dinner. 

RADIO 

Dr. Silver recalled the discussion at tho lat meetine of the Executive 
Committco with rceard to the import, nee of □nkinr effective use of the rnd"o Ds 
a medium of propaganda, particulnrly during the critical months of August, 
Scptornbor and October. Before that mooting the mnttor had been invostigntcci and 
a report made thnt it was possible to obtnin tine on a nntionnl hookup wl ic11 .,ould 
cost approximately $100,000. Several proposals were m de for securing the ncccs~ai:y 
funds, e.g. finding a col!!Ilcrcinl sponsor; asking the radio audioncos to nend in 
contributions; having the four parties, in ad 5.tion to the :EbergcmcJ Council, con
tribute. Another suggestion rnado then was thnt tho locnl o□crgency coi:-r1ittecs 
might wish to contributo towards radio progr::u:is of a high calibre. The eon -rnl 
feeling at the last r.10oting was ver~r favorablo towards this i;>ro,jcc ·t ._rd it wns 
agreod to explore it further • 

.After the ncoting, however, a nunbor of ob,joctions wore rnisod. It wt s 
drawn to Dr. Silver's attention then that the Z.O.A. w s planning rndio prorr '- .. s. 

Those, however, will consist of a nunbor of records which h vc been ::1ade and \•hich 
the local com□unities 'fill arrnnge to be used on their locnl stntions, and this 
li~ited progrnn would in no way preclude the proerru:1 conte□nlatcd by the Council. 
Objection was also voiced by the U.P . .l". to tho fact th:. t the local c1:1ore oncy co□-
I!li ttoos h c.. d been c~llcd upon to contribute towards the radio project, on tho fTOUi.1d 

that a f:ind-raising car.'lpnign wns involved which would interfere with the U.P . .,:. 
and woulcl bo a violation of the U.P .. \. 1 s assurance to tho War RElliof Control Bo rd 
thRt tho :Enarr;ency Council obtains its furids fro;1 tho U.P.~~. nnd docs not {" O to 
the coT!' . . unities. If Mr. rtontor hrd telephoned hi:-· • Dr. Stlvor stl'.tod, h r ~,nuld 
have loe.rned that no ca17>aign is conter:plqtod. s ~ natter of fpct, , 11 i:idic:i
tions wore that tho ~onoy would be obtained fro~ a f~w individuals in ecch co 
~unity, without any difficulty. 

If tho radio project is to bo undertaken, Dr. Silver pointed out, c.. decision 
to go ahcc.d oust be .. ado very quickly, sinco centre. cts r.ust be signed, people .. ust 
be c~g god, eta. 

In the discussion that followed, the question of procedure wns raised, and 
in particular it was indicated by one or t,.,o of those present that it had been 
expected that no request for funds •rould b e• made prior to the submission of a 
report on the results of the further investigations which were to have oen made. 

It was tr~ ~d that n agr00mont be roac1od with the U.P.A. before proce ding 
to obtain funds from tho local committees. It ,as only nocossary to explain to the 

U.P.A. that no comrm.nity-,ido c.ampaie,ns for funds ror0 contomplated,th t the funds 
would bo obtained from a few individual Zionists in onch communtty, and this would 
in no way affect tho collections of the U.J.A. An omergcnc.r mevting of tho Execu
tive Committee of tho U.P.A. had boon called for tho followinf d,y ~nd Dr. Silver 
urged that sinc0 he would bo unable to be present other mo b~rs of tho Committco 

attend and explain tho situation to tho U.P.A, Executive • 

After further discussion the ch~irm n summed up sa~ing; 1) thnt the Zion st 

'Emurgcncy Council authorizes tho radio project, which will cost Rbout $100,000! 
2) thc.t we will try to rnise this money; 3) th t if it is found thct there is a 
legitimate reason for tho objections of tho U.P.A. to raising some of tho monoy 
throut:h tho local c.mcrgency co, ittcos, we will try to raise it clso,horo. 
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It was decided that n comm! ttcc of five be appointed to pl n the r udio 

programs. 

Tho meeting adjourned at 6:15 P. M, 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENT UL NO. 12 

iliERICAN ZIONIST Eli,i}RGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD JULY 24, 1944 

A meeting of the A.Derican Zionist Energency Council was held Monday, July 
24th, at 8:15 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City • 

PREs»rT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Maurice l3ouk:atein, Philip Cruso, 
Mrs. Judith Epstein, Moshe F\lrmansky, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrs. S. 
Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Irving Lipkowi tz, 
Marvin lowenthal, Israel Mereminsk1, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judg-e Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, Salillel Rothstein, Horman Shulman, Urs. Rebecca Shulman, Elihu D. Stone, 
Meyer W. Vlei sgal, De.vid Wertheim. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, .u-nold K. Israeli, Hans Lamn, Harold P. Manson, 
Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tu.vim. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenen, Dr .. Indwig Lewisobn, !.irs. Judi th 
Lieberman, Robert Silverman, Dr • .Arieh Tartak:ower, Zorach \iarhaftig, Mrs. Rachel 
Yarden, Baruch Zuckerman. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR ARTICIE 

It was reported that a reply hnd been received from Mr. stettinius to the 
letter sent to him concerning the article which had appe~ in the Christian 
Science Monitor of June 28th (reported in Minutes of meeting of Exocutive Committee 
held JUly 10th). Mr. Stcttinius stated in his lotter tbn.t he found, upon making 
inquiries, that "no execu.tive officer of the Dopartioont (of State) ond none of 
tho officers of the Office of Noa.r Eastern ond Africnn .A.t'fn.irs or in the DiTision 
of Near Enston1 Affairs had furnished any such informntion to any correspandents 
of . the Christian SCienoe Monitor,." and since "they would be the only ones qualified 
to discuss the subject," he coUld "only conclude that some unauthorized person in 
the Depart1113nt was interviewed by the Monitor correspondent." Mr. Stettinius said 
furtht:r that it was hardly nooeesary to add that no responsible officer of the 
Department would have felt froc to discuss the Palestino situation along the lines 
of the Monitor article. 

This matter was being followed up further with tho ChriRtian Science Monitor. 
A personal intcrvior, with tho odi tor had been arranged for th:1.t fleok • 

It was also reportod thnt roplios had been received from Mr. Hl.111 and r.r. 
Stettinius acknor,lcdging reooipt of tho memorandum on pa.rti tion. 

PALESTINE PLANK IN DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATIORU AND FUTURE POLITICAL ACTION 

Mr. Shulmon roportod on tho activities n Chic~ of ropresentativos of tho 
Em>rgency Council (Dr. Wise and himself, ubo wore Joinod lntor on by Dr. Goldstein) 
flhich led to tho inclusion of a Polcetino plank in tho Democratic Porty platform. 
(Complete report on file) • 
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In the course of his report, Mr. Shulman referred to the tireless efforts of 

Dr. Wise, during tho difficult and tenso weok in Chieogo. Dr. Goldstein, too, 
cooperated in every way and did a fine job. Mr. Shulman al.so spoke highly of tho 
valuable assistance rendered by Mr. Sack, V.r. Stone and Mr. Manson. who had accompa

nied the Council representatives to Chicago. 

Sipplementing Mr. Shulman 1s report, Mr. Manson stated that he had been 
impressed, at both Party Conventions, by the tremendous reservoir of good will 
among the members of Congress for our program. This was even more unrked at the 
Democratic Party Convention. The Palestine plank adopted by the Republican Porty 
Convention had been an importont fo.ctor in obtaining a plnnk in the Dem>cratic 

Party platform, Mr. Manson thought. 

Mi·. Stone remarked that the good will found in Chicago was no accident, but 
was the re Slll t of the \1ork dono by tho Emergency Council in Washington in connection 
with the Resolution before Congress. 

Dr. Wise who \1as out of t.ow and therefore 'Wlo.blo to attend tho mooting, bad 
sent a message to Dr. Silver, which was rend by the Chnirman. (Appended to Minutes~ 
A letter from Dr. Goldstein regretting his unavoidable absence from the meeting 
was also read in which as one who had been present in Chicago he referr~d to the 
profound impression made by Dr. Wise in connection with the presentation of tho 
Zionist case there. Dr. Silver, commenting on Mr. Shulman 1s report, pointed to the 
tremendous amount of work that had had to be done in order to secure the Palestine 
plank. Dr. iise, Mr. Shulman, Dr. Goldstein and the staff spent eight days in 

Chicago - eight dqs of continuous work, under constant stress. It was quite clear 
that a good deal was at stake. Had our reprosentatives failed to secure an adequate 
plank it would have JOOant a rep11diation by Government of our of forts. That they did 
succeed and succeeded admirably is a tributo to the remarkable work done by Dr. Wisc 
and his nscociates. 

The Demoratic Party resolution is in a sonse a better resolution thnn tho 
Ropu.blican, bocm1se it mentions "Jewish Commonweal th," which has become the slognn 
of our movement in the last 7ea:r. We havo fought over that term since tho Amari can 
Jewish Conference. That wo mccoodod in getting it into the Democratic Party plat
form is a fine achievement. It i a al so important because the Democratic Party is 
not merely one of the National parties, but the governing party. That no determined 
opposition was expressed in Government circles indicates that remarkable progress 
was made this year. As a result of the program we have been \'IOrking on during the 
year, the Congressmen who pit through tho plank in Chiongo had boon seon tiIOO and 
again; they had becomo well informed on our objectives, so that when tho resolution 
was put before them in Chicago 1 t did not com3 o.s something alien to them. Thoy 
also knew that behind the Zionist movement \ias Amcricnn Jewy. They bad bocozoo 
persuaded that the overwhelming mJori ty of .American Jewry fo.vors a Jewish Common
welath • 

lhat took place in Chicago is in a way an elo~ent testimonial to the work 
the Emergency Council and the constituent parties have done during these last few 
months. It is a perfect vindication of tho strategy we defined here a year ago -

that we ought not to identify ourselves with one political. party. He felt that the 
new line, colling for the Zionist movement to spoak: courageously about the atti tudo 
of tho Government in lashillgton, beoause it is a gront morol question that is in
volved, has achieved results. 

Dr. Silver believed the same stra.teo should be qorried on in tho future. 
~foro the elections in November, a great deal ahouJ.d bB:7fB Washington. It was not 
the good will of individuals that coun,ed for us. It wns the domonstro.tion of mass 
pi.bJ.io opinion. 
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Dr. Silver paid a tribute to Mr. Shulman 1s work in Chicago. .A.s for the 

three members of the staff, we could not have picked three better people. 

Opening the discussion, Mr. Mereminsk:i expressed his pleasure over the two 

Palestine planks, Despite his admiration for the resul:ts achieved by tho two 

chairmen of the Council, ho•e~er, he foarod that the wording of tho two resolutions 

adopted by the Party Convontions1 ono of which went only half-way in tho direction 

wo dosiro and the second, ho felt, ~ont only a little farther, is dangerous, 

especially in view of the rwm>rs w1 th regard to partition. Somebody telephoned him 

from Washington, Mr, Mereminski stated, the ~ after the plank: was adopted and 

informed him that Mr. Tobin of the A.F. of L. had beon called in give his opinion 

on the Palestine plank. (Of course, ho supported it strongly}. His informant 

al so told him, however, that the Platform Committee had changed sovoral words of 

our resolution. (The draft as prosontod by Dr. Wiso to the Platform Committee 

road, n ••• and for its establishment as o. free and democratic Jewish Comoonwealth." 

The Committee had -changed it to read, • ••• and for the establishment there of a free 

and democratic Jewish Comm::,nwealth. 1) 

The situntion in Palea.tine is bad, Mr. Uereminski pointed out. In lo.shing1ml 

they talk about a Co1DIOOnweolth !Q Palestine; the Lnbor moveioont in Engl.and finds 1t 

necessary to stress on undivided Polestino. We mat find out who.tis happening. 

Tho Jewish A8ency in Iondon met not wait until it hnppens. 

Mr. Mereminski believed that the planks adopted by both National Po.rties 

represent a great step forward, tho.t the Emergency Council can congratulate itself 

on this achievement, but we cannot sit back now nnd do nothing further. 

Mr. Weigal believed Ia-. Merominsld was boing too pessimistic. Ho ( Mr • 

Woisgal) thought the Democratic Party plank on PaJ.estino was ovon better throl the 

American Jewish Conference ~solution on Palestine. 

Mr. Gallmon pointing out that it is now a yeDr since the reorganization 

of the Emergency Council so.id thn.t the prestige of the Council hD.s never bcon so 

high a.a it is todo.7,. that it ha.s nevOT followod such n sound political. line. It 

has been n yoEYZ of vory hard work, ond thorc l. 'S been criticism of sozoo a.f it~ ·but 

we have o.chiovod a groo.t deal. The fo.ct that the two nntionol politicnl. po.rtios 

have plo.cod tho Palestine question on thoir ogonda is our greatest achievement. 

We mist learn from our experiences this past year that our line from now on 1I11st 

be a similar one -- one of pri~e, courage and hard work. .And before we proceed 

to further work, ,ve should express our thanks to our co-,.chairmen, Dr. Silver and 

Dr. Wise for having br01Dght tho Council to its present position. Mr. Gellman 

theroforo moved a vote of thanks to the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council. 

This motion was seconded and unanim>usly passed. 

Referring to the fears expressed by Mr. Mereminsld re parti tiai, Mr. Cruso 

suggested that the drive for the ~rican Palestine Committee be intensified, with 

the aims of enrolling more meni,ers of Congress, so that when the tiD3 is ripo for 

an educational or political. campaign, wo will havo stronger forces t1i th \1hich to 

fight partition. 

Dr. Levisobn \70nd.ered TJhothor tho tiioo had arrived to discuss tho cxnot 

moaning of a Jewish Co111110nwealth. Dr. Goldstein hod proposod tho.t tho qu.cstion 

bo raised in tho Now Polostino • 

Mr. Segal conaidered what has been accomplished in obtaining the two 

Paleatine planka as the greatest achievement for Zionism in Jmerica. He recalled 
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that four or five months ago we discussed whether it was wise to introduce Zionism 
into American political life, and it was a bitter discussion. He was happy that 
no had come to the conclusion that we 1111st go to tho masses and domnstrn.to that 
public opinbl is \71 th us in~too.d of depending on approaches to individunls in 
Government. 

Now is tho psychologicul moment to tn.ko further action mth the Rosolution 
before Congross, Mr. ~gal bcliovod. It is inconvoivablo that if the Resolution 
is brought out now there nill bo MY opposition. The military reason no longer 
exists. And both Parties a.re on reex>rds as favoring our program • 

Mrs. Halprin pointed out that el.though we have reason to rejoice at our 
victory, as a political bod¥ we are not in a position to sit back. The report on 
what happened in Chicago leaves certain gaps, from which we should learn something. 
If the change made in our resolution was the result of State Dopartmont intorvontion, 
as some thought was the case, there was reason to oorry. 

Mrs. Hol.prin believed consideration should be given to: 

l) sending a reprosontative of the Council to London as soon as possi blo, 
so that wo \7111 have some contact t1i th :Wndon; and 

2) as to mother this is tho ti100 to go to our State Dopartmont ond o.sk for 
a frank discussion. 

Mr. Wertheim said that now that the Conventions a.re over, the work in 
Washington will have to be continued. He firmly believed that obtaining the planks 
was a great achievement and would be mo st helpful in our further work. The money 
and energy which we oxponded this year have boon vindicated. This will also moan 
a groat deal to the avorago Jew in this country. 

Mr. Zuckerman felt that our non-Jcuish frionds still do not understand tho 
Palestine question thoroughly. Ho believed that tho change in tho resolution uas 
made by authoritative people, and he strossod tho importance of making our ontiro 
program clear in all our declarations. 

Babbi Gold, to~ feared that thoro \70ro reasons to boliovo that tho change 
made in tho resolution at the last minuto was directed by tho State Dopo.rtmont. Ho 
pointod to tho fact that not only in .Americo, but olsowhoro, there had appeared in 
important non-Jo\rlsh poriodicals, o.g. "Tho Nation," stntcmonts to tho offoct that 
tho question of Palestine has already boon settled. 

Ho felt it was important that every effort be made to obtain as much informa
tion as possible as to the real situation with regard to partition. Dr. Weizmann 
should be asked for informatiOll and direction • 

Ju~ Rosenblatt stressed the fact that by securing a plank in the Democratic 
Party Platform as well as the Republican platform the Palestine question hos been 
tnkon out of United States politics. 

iringingup the question of tho Resolutions ponding in Congress. Dr. Silver 
reviewed tho present status of those Resolutions. Ho pointed out that Congress 
will start work ago.in in Soptcmbor, and if the Resol~tions a.re to pass 1 t mst bo 
betwoon Sop tomb or and Novombor. Ho hod no dofini to rocomroondo.tion s to moko rugard
ing the Bosolutions, excopt that wo 1111st spook: to tho military boforo reintroducing 
thom. 
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Mr. Ne,unann was not convinced that the slight change in the resolution 
adopted by the DeD¥>cratic Party was made in Washington. It \"las possible that it 
•as entirely an innocent change which r1ae made for the purpoeo of euphony • 

With regard to tho future, !fa". Naumann did not a&roe with tho possimistic 
note of Mr. Merominsld, but he did think that uo met give our thought to tho 
future. By achioving this rosuJ.t in Chicago uo havo not achiovod ovcrything. 
It is po ssiblo thoro will be strong forces that will continue to fight us every 
inch of the way. 

There is a great deal we met accomplish befort, November 2nd. After that, 
it will be oore difficult. We mat, therefore, prebs our every ad.vantage now. 
Mr. Neumann strongly favored going ahead with the Resolution al.though he did not 
believe it would be a simple matter to have it passed. In addition, we should try 
to get a declaration from our Government which will be a test as to whether an~ 
thing has been settled in England. We ought to go ovon farther than that; ne ought 
to request that some members of our Qovernm3nt think thrO\lgh uith us tho problems 
involved in our program. ~o adoption of tho Palestine planks is not yet sufficient 
gu.e.rantee that we have understood each other and that we can count on a consistent 
policy. We should think not only in terms of a fonmua, but in terms of implementa
tion. 

Mr. Neumann suggested that a 8Ub-commi tteo be appointed to think about all 
these matters and present a moro dotailod program along thoso lines to n future 
mooting of tho Council. 

Dr. Silvor drew attontion to the opinion preyoiling that tho decision on 
Palostino will bo madJ on tho highest lovol according to tho information that has 
come to us. Prosidont Roosevelt will not talco tho initiative in urging a now 
line, but is waiting to hear from Mr. Churchill and is propo.rod to go along with 
him. Mr. Churchill, wo o.ro told, is a groat friond of tho movcmont and at tho 
proper time ho l7ill llllnounco n policy that '7111 be \10lcomc to us. Putting togothor 
all theso facts, ~o cnn only conclude that uo will bo '70rking in tho dark unless 
no got direction from Dr. Weizmann. ~o havo not hoard from him for several oonths. 
To go to u,ndon would bo foolhardy unloss Dr. t'loizmonn indico.tos thot he bns some
thing to toll us. 7o ought to boor this in mind. 

Rabbi Millor agreed with Dr. Silvor 1s analysis of tho situation. In 
addition. it no.s likely that Dr. Weizmann oleo doos not lmou nnything definite 
yot, nnd that tho British Cabinet~ hv.vo come ton deoision only in principle. 

The fight against po.rtition IIJllst not bo confused with tho work that no do 
in connoction nith pushing tho Resolution. \1o ha.vo t\70 to.ska, one political and the 
other piblic relations. \Wbile comm:ini.cn.ting with Dr. Weizmann in connection with 
the former, we should continue our public relations work with a view to having the 
Re solution passed by Congre es • 

\/1th regard to the Pole stine plonk odopted by the Democratic Party in 
Ohicogo, :Rabbi Miller pointed to the timeliness of tho.t resolution. Last week wo.s 
one of the blo.clcest wooks the Jot'la ho.ve suffered. At tho kier icon J om. sh Conference 
they ~ere discussing Hllngary ~hen the neus caroo of the Palostino plank ond they oll 
woro hoortoncd by this ono bright spot in tho Jol"lish scone. From tho.t point of 
v1ow, tho tim:>linoss of tho Bosolution will tnke its plo.co in Jonish history • 

Mr. Shulman oxprossod tho opinion thnt it TIOUld bo more ndvisnblo to press 
for tho Bosolution through tho Senato first. It socmod to him that rro ho.vo bottor 
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friends in the Senate, and with the removal of the military objection the Resolu
tion could, he felt, be pu.shed through. Mr. Slmlman was of the opinion that the 
approach to the military should be through the State Depart~nt. He proposed 
thnt when our leaders call on Mr. Stottinius, they should point out to him that 
things a.re uoving more rapidly tbnn nnticipated and su.ggost thnt this is tho ti~ 
to take up the ma.ttor with tho President. 

Mr. Shulnnn o.pproved the suggostion that the ontiro question of our future 
political action bo roviowod by tho Program CoDIDittoc or another sub-committco of 
the Coancil . 

V~. Boukstoin o.skcd whether, if the Resolution is to be pressed now, it 

could be possl. ble to tclco out tho tJOrd 1ul tima.toly" • 

Dr. Silver, s,.umnartzing tho discussion, stated thnt there nro too major 
to.sks before us: 1) to o.vert partition; 2) to soo thnt our ponding resolutions 
nro finnlly ncted upon. 

There aro tuo ovonts for \ilich wo shall bo wai tinga 

l) our intorview with Mr. Stottinius 

2) iooro importont thnn that: our intorvic\7 m.th the President. wbcthcr 
tha.t could procedc the mooting \11th Mr. Stettinius, Dr. Silver did not know. 

A. ootion was ma.de and adopted that the Program Comni ttee go thoro~y into 
the matter. This motion was seconded and passed • 

~ Resolution expressing the gratitude of the Emergency Council for the fine 
plank included in the Demcratic Pnrty platform wns adopted, this Resolution to 
be piblicized and sent to tho proper people. 

NEW HIGH COMiJiISSIONER 

Reference was ma.do to tho appointment of Viscount Gort as High Comnissioner 
of Pal.ostine. It was indica.tod thn.t no word concerning tho now appointeo had 
been rocoived from London or Jerusalem, but inqllirios would be ma.do. 

COMl&U'.rATION OF S11.Jml'ITCH SENTENCE 

A. cablo roceivod from the Jouish ~ency in Jerusolom uas rood indicating 
that the ~ncy and tho Chief Rabbi had o.ppeolod to the General Officer commanding 
tho troops in Palestine not to corry out tho denth sentenco. 

The mooting o.dJourncd at 11 :15 P. M. 

A.. L • 
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DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERaENCY COMl. ITTEE 
342 MAD I SON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

L1XE PLACID, NE\1 YOBK 
JULY 241 1944 

D~PLY REGRET UNABLE ATTEND EXECUTIVE COMiil'l'l'EE AND PLENARY SESSIONS IH .WHICH 

TO REPORT ON PAIESTINE PLANK IN DEMOCBATIC PLA.TR>RM. LE.UlERS OF COlIVENTION 

DESERVE OUR DEEPEST .APPRECIATION R>R THEIR UNDERSTANDING SYMPATHY AND COOPERATION 

I CANNOT aJFFICIENTLY TIUNK MY .ASSOCIATES DR. lSRAEL GOLDsmIN AND HEHM/.IN SHULiiAN 

• FOR THEIR WISE COUNSEL .AND DEVOTED HELP .ALSO JUDGE FISHER OF CHICAGO AND THE 

STAFF INCWDING STONE, SACK, lU\NSON, IN THE LIGHT OF !OTH PLANKS ZIONISM IS N0\7 

J\BOVE THE BEli.CH OF PARTIS~SHIP Mm ST.t\NDS AS .AMERICAN ISSUE. THE COUNCIL AND 

ITS CON&"TI'l'UENT ORGANIZATIONS WST PROVE EQ,UAL ro THE NE '/ OPIOR'IUNITY. r.cr 

PEROONAL THANKS TO YOU roR YOUR KINDLY MESSAGE. 

\7ISE 

• 

• 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 26 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

UINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMUITTEE 

July 10• 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Em3rgency 
Council was held Monday, July 10th, at 4:00 P. 1A., at 342 Madison Avenue, New 
York City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, W~s. Judith Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, l.'.rs. Rose Halprin 1 Rabbi Max 
Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, !Duis Lipsky, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Hermon Shulman, 
David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; Rabbi Irving ?tiller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
li1eyer W. rleisgal. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. ifianson, 
Harry L. Shapiro • 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenen, Robert Silverman. Saul Spiro. 

POLITICJJ, REPORT 

As reported at the last meeting of the Emergency Council, following their 
visit to the Under Secretary of State upon his return from London, the co-chairmen 
of the Emergencf Qouncil had sent a letter to ·fir. stettinius, on June 2nd, express
ing conoern lest1uiformation which he had given them might be predicated on some 
scheme of partition. The Under Secretary of State replied to this letter on June 
22nd stating he "was hopeful that in the future, when an appropriate time is 
reached, the Palestine question will be solved in a manner which would be satis
factory to all concerned," and indicating that in view of militriry considerations 
it would be in the interest of the United Nations I cause to postpone discussion 
of the Palestine question until autumn at the earliest. Hr. Stettinius wrote 
further that he looked forward to another discussion of this subject with Dr. 
Silver and Dr. • 'i se later in the summer • 

Follor,ing the discussion at the laot meeting of the Emergency Council, a 
memorandum had been submitted to ?l.r. Corde11 ·Hu11, and a copy sent to Ya-. 
Stettinius, outlining the reasons against any partition scheme. (fext of mem
randum appended; nlso copy of Mr. Stcttinius I aclmoulodgemont). • 

Mr. Shulman reported on the interview which Mr. Ne'lllDaln and he had had with 
lf!I". Wallaoe Hu.rray and some of his colleagues in the Near East Division. Little 
further light had been thrown either on the oil situation or on the conversations 

·in London. 
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PALESTINE PLANK IN PLATFOR./4S OF NATIONAL POLITICAL PARTIES 

Dr. Silver outlined the steps taken to bring about the inclusion of the 
Palestine plank in the Republican Party platform. (Report on £ile). 

Dr. Silver said that the reaction to the plank had been varied. Q,llite a 
number of articles had appeared in the Yiddish papers appraising it at its true 
importance and recognizing that for the first time a national political party had 
gone a long way towards endorsing the Zionist position. Dr. Silver had also 
received a great many letters from people all over the country lauding the plank 
as a considerable achievement. On the other hand, so?OO took exception to the last 
sentence in the plank, which condenmed the President for his failure 11 to insist 
that the Mandatory of Palestine carry out the provision of the Bru.four Declaration 
and of the Mandate while he pretends to support them~ n ond because of that fact 
seemed to overlook the significance of the resolution itself. It would have been 
better, of course, if the last sentence had been left out. But as a matter of 
Party politics the Party had insisted, despite objections, on the inclusion of 
this criticism, nor was it the only thing for which they condenm.ed the President. 
They condenmed the present Administration for everything. We should be concerned 
with the plank primarily as Zionists, said Dr. Silver. Thu last sentence does not 
concern us and we ought to make the maximum capital out of the rest of the resolu~
tion, which is broad, generous and for the first tizoo puts a national political 
party on record as endorsing the Zionist posttion. 

Dr. Silver read the letter ~hich he had witten to Dr. i1se (who had de
nounced the condemnat·ion of the President in the Republican Party plank at the 
Bloom Testimonial Dinner) in which he outlined what he believed should represont 
our line from now until November. (Letter on file). 

Dr. Silver referred further to the article which had appeared in the 
Christian Science Monitor on June 28th (the day after the announcement of the 
adoption of the Republican platform) stating that the Palestine plank adopted by 
the Republicans was not welcome at the Departroont and listing alleged criticims 
on the Republican dellllllld being voiced by "those within the Department who have 
been working on the Palestine question. 11 . 

Following the appearance of this article, a letter was sent by Dr. Silver 
to lvi.r. Stettinius, addressed to him as personal and confidential., drawing his 
attention to the article and to its inconsistency with the friendly approach 
manifested by v~. Stetttnius himself. 

Dr. Silver indicated that every effort would be ma.de to secure a Palestine 
plank in the Democratic platform, for whioh purpose Dr. Wise and ?/.r. Shulman \1ere 
going to Chicago next \v'eek. He believed it would be a difficult task, and that the 
chances of having such a plank included would be greater if the Zionist competencec 
had publicly expressed their satisfaction with the Republican plank. 

In the ensuing discussion, Dr. Goldstein pointed to the difficulty involved 
in issuing a statement with regard to the Republican plank owing to the criticism 
of the President contained in that plank. He run had a statement ready on his desk 
for several dqs, but had not been able to make up his mind to give it to the pre ssc 
It would be difficult to approve the plank while disassociating oneself from the 
criticism of the personal motives of the President which it contained.. Therefore, 
he thought the wisest ·. thing was to say DO thing• until the whole question •ould be 
discussed at the meeting this afternoon and we would come to a conclusion as to 
where the greatest wisdom lies. 
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Mrs. Epstein stated that she had discussed the matter with her colleag11es, 
most of whom felt that it was impossible to issue a statement lauding the plank 
because of the criticims of the President. The alternative of issuing an innocuous 
statement, they felt, would be worse than useless. 

Mr. Lipslcy expressed the opinion that a meeting should have been held 
immediately after the adoption of the Republican platform to discuss the matter 
and decide whether statements acclaiming the Palestine plank should have been 
issued. It should not have been left to each member to follow his o,vn course • 

In the course of further discussion, Mr. Yanson reported that he had re
ceived a telephone eall from Albany to the effect that Mr. Dewey was calling a 
meeting to discuss tho reaction to the Palestine plank and wished to have the 
clippings from the Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish press. Discussion then centered 
on the advisibility of issuing a statement to the press. 

Yir. Wertheim belie,:ed a Resolution hailing the plank should be adopted by 
the Council. A groat deal has been accomplished in obtaining the plank, he said, 
even though r,e did not like tho concluding sentence 1 

Rabbi Gold considered obtaining the Palestine plank in the Republican plat
form on historic event and believed we should express our thanks and appreciation 
for it. He believed that a Resolution should be adopted which should include an 
expression of hope that the Democratie Party would also adopt a Palestine plank. 
It v1ould thus bo indicated that an expression on Palestine is a non,...partisan 
expression of the American people • 

lf.r. Shulman also felt that obtaining the plank in the Republican platform 
was an historic achieveIOOnt. He agreed with Mr. Lipsky that it would have been 
helpful had there been a IOOeting of the Couneil to arrive at a decision as to 
comnon action to be taken concerning the plank. He understood that Dr. Wise had 
praised the Sllbstance of the Resolution at the Bloom Dinner, while condemning the 
last part, which, unfortunately,was the only thing reported by the press. As the 
situation stands today, some of our leaders feel they cannot praise the substance 
of the Resolution because of the last sentence. !ut there was no reason why they 
should not praise the first part and disassociate themsel\es from the last part. 
That ~as to be preferred to silence. In their statements they should also express 
the hope that the Democratic Party will adopt a similar Resolution. 

Judge Levinthal agreed uith i-d.r. Shulman. He pointed out that if one endorsas 
the plank and does not make an express statement disassociating himself from the 
attack in the last sentence he thereby confirms it, because it is part of the 
plank. Judge Levinthal mentioned that he had arranged for the Jewish Exponent of 
Philadelphia to give prominent displ~ to the plank on Palestine • 

v~. Cruso thought that the .Anglo-Jewish press should be urged to make favor
able comment on the Republican platform. and that this ID\lst be done as quick:17 as 
po sLible. 

Dr. Silver then read a draft resolution which had been prepared and which he 
thought should be adopted by the meeting. ( Final version as amended attached 
hereto). 

Dr. Goldstein felt that he could not vote for the resolution as read unless 
some note disassociating oursel~es from the condemnation of the President is 
included. 
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V~s. Epstein agreed that the Council should pass a resolution, that that 
was preferable to having the individual organizations do so. l3ut she could not 
vote for such n resolution as read because she, too, belie~ed thnt something should 
be said about the last sentence: and also, sho could not "hail with satisfaction" 
a resolution which did not refer to a Jewish Commonuealth. 

Dr. Goldmann stated he had bel ioved from the beginning that the Emergency 
Council should.issue a statement praising the first part of the Republicnn PD.lostino 
pln.nk and disassociating ourselves from the second part. The first part of the 
Resolution is a great achievement. If, however, wo issuo a statement without sny
ing nnything against tho con~emnation of tho President contained in it, it will 
prejudice mnny Democrats against us. Dr • .Joldmann urged that if a Resolution is 
p~ssed by the Council thD.t does not include criticism of the last sentence, it 
should be discussed ~ith Dr. Wise before being issued. He recoIDIOOnded that n 
Resolution of appreciation o.nd gratitude for the Republican pladc be adopted nnd 
that in it we disassociate ourselves with the last part and express the hope thnt 
the Democrats will pass a similar resolution. 

Mr. Lipsky so.id that on important aspect of the Republicrm plunk is th~t 
it may induce the Democrats nJ. so to do something. He thought it would be prefer
able to make no reference to the Republicans 1 criticism of the President. We 
ourselves hn.ve been attacking the President1 except that we do not suggest that 
he is insincere. The line token by the State Department as evidenced by the 
Christian Science Monitor is roi indication that the Dooocro.ts need goading. 

To meet some of the objections raised to the draft res0lution. Dr. Silver 
suggested changing the first sentence to read, "The Aimricon Zionist Emergency 
Council meeting on Mondcyt July 10th, hailed with sntisfnction the section in the 
plank on Palestine which was include.d. in the Republican Party platform ..... n 

Afrer further discussion, Dr. Goldstein moved th~t tho Resolution be tabled. 
This xootion was seconded, put to the vote nnd defeated. 

Mr. Lipsey moved that the Resolution contain no reference to action on the 
part of the Democrats. This motion was al.so defeated. 

A motion in favor of the Resolution as read by Dr. Silver with tho ch.._~gc 
suggested was passed, 6 for, 4 against. Judge Levinthal. wished to be recorded as 
opposing the action taken. 

RADIO 

It was reported by Mr. Shapiro that part of the sum which it was hoped to 
obtain from the local committees towards financing the radio project has l:een 
pledged and it is expected that the complete amount will be obtained shortly. The 
contract with the radio people is about to be signed. A number of outlines on the 
objectives of the program have been prepared, and it is hoped that within a few 
days the completion of the program can be annowieed. 

Dr. Goldstein stated that the question of the radio program planned by the 
Emergency Council had been raised at the z.o.A. Administrative Council meeting on 
July 9th and he was asked to convey to the Emergency Council the follo~ing Resolu
tion which had been adopted by the £dministrative Council: 
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"That the members of the z.o.A. who are on the Emergeney 
Council be instructed to ask for a reconsideration of the 
latter's planned radio project with a view to coordinating 
it with the z.o.A. radio program which is already well 
advanced so as to avoid not only overlapping and confusion 
botwoen the t ,10 programs, but also the dangor of prejudicing 
the z.o.A. program because ot the National Association of 
Broadcasters' code." 

Dr. Goldstein also read a letter he had received from Ur. Joshua Epstein,chairman 
of the z.o.A. Radio Comruittoo, in which ho listed the arguments raised at the 
Z,O.A. Administrn.tive Council me(..ting whioh led to the adoption of the Resolution. 

Hr. Wertheim pointed out tQa.t the League for Labor Palestine has also 
nrranged for radio programs, but this does not conflict ui th the Emergency Council 
project. He believed the z.o.A. should adapt its programs to ensure no conflict. 

Dr. Silver said it was a fallacy to suggest that the E~rgenoy Council is 
in competiticn with its constituent organizations. The matter of a radio program 
fer thirteen weeks, at a critical time in Zionist history, had been presented to 
this bo~ and approved. Then difficulties n.roso in connection with the mney t0 

be raised by the loeru. committees. Finally that mn.ttcr was stra.18htcned cut. In 
the budget of the Council adopted last fall, Dr. SilTor pointed out, there was an 
item of $75,000. for radio. Some of that mney bas been used for other things that 
were IOOre pressing at the tine. Tho Council will be about through '7ith its program 
by the time the z.o.A. starts theirs. Thore is no conflict one with the other • 

After soioo further discussion, Dr. Goldstein moved that the matter of the 
Emergency Council radio project be reconsidered. Judge Levinthal seconded the 
motion, which was defeated by a vote of, 2 for. 5 against. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 P. ,I. 

A. L. 

,/ 
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Memorandum on 

Palestine and Partition 

SU.bmi tted to state Department, July 7, 1944 

1. The 1922 Partition. Partition is no new proposal ~s far as Pal s tine 
is concerned. The Balfour Declaration with its promise of a National Home for 
the Jewish feople was originally intended to apply to the whole of historic 
Palestine, • including Palestine ea$t of the Jordan, or Trans-Jordan a s it i s 
known today. In September, 1922, however, the League of Nations, at the in st ance 
of the :British Government, excluded Trans-Jordan from this area.. More than t r10-
thirds of the territory originally d,_esignated as the Jewish National Home v,a,s thus 
closed to Jewish settlement. 

2. The 1937 Proposal. A further partition of Palestine proposed in 1937 
by the Palestine RoyBl Commission recommended the Gstablishment of a Je~ish State 
on an area of about one-fifth of Palestine uest of the Jordan. The r emainder, 
apart from a small :British enclave, together with Trans-Jordan t1as to become an 
Arab State. In Parliament this proposal was severly criticized, among others, 
by Winston Cho.rchill, and uas made the subject of a devastating analyijis by a 
former British High Commissioner of Palestine , Viscount Samt1el. The objections 
indicated by Viscount Sam.iel ,-,ere more than confirmed by tho Pale stine Pa.rti tion 
Comruission (1938), headed by Sir John Woodhead, which was appointed by the British 
Government to investiga.te the technical aspects of the partition proposal. 

3. Economic Objections. No proposal for the future of Pal estine can be 
acceptable to the Jewish people which precludes the possibility of large scale 
Jewish settlement and colonization. But part ition, t o quote the Woodhead Com
mission, 11 would be a severe blow to the economic wel f are of the Jewish State." 
It would be detrimental to industrial expansion and would greatly limit the 
possibilities of absorbing a large Jewish population. 

So far as agricultural colonization is concerned, partition would bo fatal 
to any important project for close settlement and intensive development. For any 
conceivable partition of Pale Gtine would necessarily separate th~ import&&~t water 
resources in the north, from the irrigable land in the south which offers the 
greatest prospect of developmente Such a political separation of water and land 
would of course entirely preclude the development of Palestine in regional terms 
along the lines of the TVA, a s suggested by Dr. vi. C. :u>wdermilk in 11 Pal estine , 
Land of Promise 11 • 

4o Jewish Attitude Toda;y. ·,hereas in 1927 some sections of the Zionist 
movement were ready to consider a proposal to establ i sh a J~m.sh State in a 
partitioned Palestine, today Zionists are unanimous in their oppo sition to any 
partitionQ The reason lies in the fundamental change which the Jewi sh situation 
in Europe has undergone as a result of the war and Europe 1 s occupation by the 
liazi Ba While some of those Jews who wil 1 survive the war \1ill no doubt desire 
to return to their countries of origin, for very many emigration and in particular 
emigration to Palestine where alone they can claim to go as of right and will be 
\1elcomed by their own people, off ers the best, if not the only prospect of a neu 

1. Paleatine Royal Commission Report, 1937, P• 38. 
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and more hopeful future. In order to mee\ the needs of such a large scale immi
gration it will be necessary to make use of the possibilities as a whole, and any 
reduction in the area of settlenent would be regarded as introducing a correspond
ing limitation on the numbers who may thus be rehabilitated. 

5~ Exclusion of Vital Areas. To the Jews not merely would a second 
partition of Palestine be regarded as a grievous and continuing injustice, but 
in addition to the other objections already suggested there is the fact that no 
partition of Palestine is possible which would not exclude areas which aro 
intimately woven economically9 religiously sentimentally and historically into 
the warp and woof of the National Home. Thu& tho exclusion of northern Palcstino 
from tho Jewish State would not only remove from the Jewish area a network of 
colonies in Galilee associated with some of the DX>st heroic aspects of the story 
of Jewish resettler.oont in Palestine, but uould presumably mean in addition the 
excision of Haifa and of the Valley of Jezreel. A.round Haifa are located most of 
the larger industrial enterprises of Palestine Jenry. To take awes this port, 
vihich is the principal door to and from Palestine, and to exclude the surrounding 
industrial zone from the Jewish State would be a calamitous blow. The valley of 
Jezreol again, which has been entirely rcclaixood from its previous pestiferous 
and marshy condition by the lives and sweat of Jewish colonists, is tocla.y the 
showpiece of Jowish colonization in Palestine. Its flourishing settlei:oonts con
stitute the backbone of Palestine• s Jeni sh agricul turaJ. comnuni ty. It Y1ould be 
inconcoi.,-able that this area should be cut out of the Jc\7ish State to be. On tho 
other hand1 ao alrea~ indicated, if the partition proposed is one which would 
exclude the southern area of Palestine from the Jewish State, we are faced at 
once with the fact that it is in the south that the greatest possibilities for 
agricultural development and settlement exist. To exclude this area is to h~ 
string these possibilities. 

6. Effect on the .Ar~. For the Arab State partition would be economi
cally catastrophic. 11 It would be impossible n 1 said tho Woodhead Commission, 
"whatever boundaries we might recommend, to sot up an Arab State which should 
be self-supporting." This view is confirmed by the results of tho separation 
of Trans-Jordan from western Palestine. Tho latter, developed by Jo~ish energy 
and capital. 1 has made rapid economic progress, with accompanying benefits for the 
.Arab section of the population in the standnrd of living, educational and socici.l 
services, nnd with unprecedented growth of population. Trans-Jordnn, oowevvr 1 h::i.s 
romained povert)1'-strick:en, dependent on subsidies from without, and numerically 
almost stationary. 

7. Political Disadvantages. Great as are its economic disadvantges, 
partition is no less inexpedient from the political point of view. It is urged 
in justification of partition that by separating .lrabs from Jews, the possibili
ties of friction are eliminated or at least reduced. Eut, as uas indicated by 
the Woodhead CoDIIlission, any partition proposal would leave large numbers of .Arabs 
within the Jewish area. At the same time the interest of the surrounding Arab 
States in the Arabs within the Jewish State v1ould continue undiminished. Under 
these circumstances the establishment of a tiny, economically and politically 
impotent, Jewish State would hardly be conducive to a permonent settlement. Thus 
partition would fail to achieve its primary pirpose. The alternative of a large 
scale transfer of Jews into an undivided and economically viable Palestine within 
a minililllll period after the war, would create facts such as would make possible 
the establishment of a well-founded Jewish Commonuealth capable of maintaining 
itself and in a position ultimately to reach final and rmtually advant88eous 
agreements with its Arab neighbors. In addition, the natural boundary of the 
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Jordan Valley offers a strategically defensible frontier. 11 The military authori• 
tiesu, stated the Woodhead Commission, 11 have impressed us that no boundary oan be 

found west of the Jordan which affords a sati.Sfactory strategic line 11 • Indeed, as 
one member of the Mandates Commission said, "Partition creates more problems than 
it solves." 

&anxnar1 of Objections to a Partition of Palestine. 

1. The effect on both the Arab and the Jewish States would be disastrous 
from the economic point of view. The Arab State could not be self-supporting and 
its standard of living would deteriorate. The Jewish State would be unn.blo to 
su.ppcrt any considorable neu imnigration. 

2. A.dministration would be complicated, commmications and transportation 
greatly affected and liberty of roovomcnt curtailed. 

3. No strategically defensible boundary can be drawn ni thin Palestine west 
of the Jordon. 

4. From the political point of view partiti~n uill be unacceptable to the 
Jeus and uould invite bitter and violent opposition from the Axabs. 

5. In fine, partition uould do no IOOre than to create the caricature of 
a Jewish State - a state lacking in the substance of economic and political poier• 
unable to offer shelter to those hundreds of thousands of Jews who will desire to 
return to their National Hornet and incapable of making that vitalizing contribution 
to the life of the whole Near and lldddle East which might be expected from a 
broadly based, well established Jewish Comnnnwealth • 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

\ '.A.SH IWGTO I 

July 12, 1944 

American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 . 'iadi son Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Gentlemen: 

I have received your kind letter of July 7, 
signed by Rab.bi Silver and Rabbi .'ise 0 enclosing 
a memorandum entitled 11PaleGtil e and Partition11 

which you have also subm i tted to 1r . Hull. I 
shall give it very close attention. 

\iith best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

( Sgd.) E. R. Stettinius, Jr . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 27 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETDIG OF EXECU'rIVE COMMITTEE 

July 24, 1944. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday, July 24th, at 4100 p.m., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, 
Babbi Wolf Gold, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, Emanuel Neumann, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Herman Shulman, 
David Wertheim. 

Marvin J:Dwenthal, Babbi Irving Miller, Judge Jernard A. Rosenblatt, 
~yer w. Weisgal. 

Arnold K. Isreeli• Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro • 

Hobert Silverman. 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held July 10th were approved • 

.A. letter from Mr. Mendel Fisher, Executive Director of the Jewish National 
Jund, was read in which it was proposed that the Dnergency Council cooperate with 
the JNF to enable Mrs. l3en .A.vi and her daughter to return to Palestin • \7hcn 1"'1". 
Ben Avi passed away, the Emergency Council had agreed to pq $35.00 a mon~n to 
Mrs. :Ben .A.vi for her maintenance, and the JNF did likewise. While the Council 
discontinued the subsidy after six months• the JNF was still making these mnthly 
payments • .A. proposal had nou come to the JNF that would make it possible for 
Mrs. :Ben .A.vi and her daughter to leave the United States, but it was necessary to 
provide funds for their passage to Palestine. The suggestion was therefore made 
that the Emergency Council and the INF each contribute half of the transportation 
costs • 

.A. cotion was made and passed that the proposal of the JNF be accepted. 
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C.ABLE RE MAURITIUS IZWNZES 

The following cable received from the London office of the Jewish Nr,oncy 

was read& 

1:SOABD DEPUTIES RECEIVED FOLLOWING C.A:BIE FROM MAURITIUS 

DETAINEES Q,UO'l!E DETAINMENT BECOMING UNBEARA13Ii ARE WEA1'

ENED :SY CLIMlTE DISEASES IN.ADEQUATE NOURISHMENT INTERN

MDT CONDITIONS STOP WHOIE CAMP ON HUNGER STRIKE FIFTH 
SIX JUNE PROTEST AG.A.INST ATTI'lUDE AUTHORITIES sTOP URGENT 

QT.EASE OR TRANSFER IMPERA.TIVE PLEASE HELP 5"TOP CAl3LE ON 

OUR BEHALF A!iERIC.AN ORGANIZATION BEC.ABLE ACKNO\"/LEDGUWT 

lWJRITIUS DETA.INEES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UNQ,UOTE' 

Rabbi Miller stated that the \iorld Jewish Congress had been dealing ui th 

the matter of the Mauritius detainees and was in tO\lch r,ith the British Dnbassy 

in an attempt to obtain visas for them. Babbi Miller indicated that ho would bo 

glad to make available full information on what had been done by the Congress. 

It was believed that an approach should be made to tho state Department 

in connection with the Mauritius detainees, and after soioo discu.ssion 1 t was 

decided that a delegation be appointed, which would study the facts to be ma.de 

available by Rabbi Millor and present the matter to the State Dept. 

11 TD UNITED STA.TES _CONGRESS AND THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINEn 

It l'Ja.S reported that as of July 24th 360 statements ha.cl beon recoivod 

from menibors of Congress, which repro sented two-thirds of the members of the 

House and senate together (67 Senators and 293 representatives •) 1 for tho book 

which the Council was to publish and which is to bo entitled "Tho u.s. Congross 

and the Jewish National Home in Palestine"• Mr. Rau.bon Fink had boen working 

on the book for the past two weeks, togother vi th members of tho Emergcnc7 Council 

staff, and 1 t should be ready by the end of &igU.st. 

Among the statements submitted are some ver7 important ones, it was indi .. . 

cated. In addition to the stateim3nts1 the book is to include a brief history, 

together with doouments, showing the continued interest of the u.s. Govt. in the 

Jewish Bational Bome. 

The suggestion was made, and approved• that the Palestine plallks adopted 

by the Democratic aDd Bepu.blican parties at their recent conventions be included 

in the book • 

YIDDISH PRESS 

The (l\lestion was raised of the attitude of the Yiddish press toward the 

Hebrew Oomn1 ttee of Nat1oDSl Liberation and the ,Auerican Loague for a J'reo 

Palestine. .Aboa.t three weeks ago tho Jewish Daily J'ort78.l'd published an editorial 

stating that it would not accept advertise~nts from the Bergson group. ~e 

{'~ . . ..is of &igU.et '1th statements have been received from 385 members of Congress) 
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li>rning Journal also rofusod their advertisomnts, and it was boliovod tho other 
Yiddish papers would do likowise. Tho Day, howovor, did accopt a full page ad
vertisement imn:i)diately after that, and tho other papors wcro eompollcd to follow 
Sllit. 

Al though Tho Day has boon cooperating ili th the recognized Zionist bodios in 
some nays, pw>lishing favorable oditorioJ.s1 etc., the publisher of that papor has 
boon mst uncooporative in other weys, particulo.rly in connoction with tho ~rgson 
groupts activities. It ho.d boon suggested tho.t Mr. Weinberg bo invitod to m:)et 
with a committee of tho Council and the i7holc question discussed r1ith him thoroughly 

Dr. Silver re~lod tha.t he had invited Mr. \ieinborg to moot with him a.bout 
six months agar and thnt ho had olso boon invited to, and attended a meeting of tho 
:Emergency Council. Since then, ho\7ovor I his papor has boon coopornting id th tho 
Bergson group,, Their meeting at iown Hal.11 (referred to below) for example, was 
reported by The Day as a. hugo succe se. 

Mr. Wertheim, who had boon aw8l' from New York for some nooks, said ho TIOUld 
be glad to discuss tho mattor r1ith Mr. \ieinborg pending uhich sUggcstions for other 
conversations ui th him nould be deforrod. 

JltERICAN LEAGUE FOR .A. FREE PALESTINE 

It was reported that tho Town Hall mooting arranged by tho American Loaguo 
for a Froo Palestino had not boon a groat success. 1ho ball was not filled. Poter 
Bergson•s add.rose, which had boon broadcast had, according to many reports, created 
an improssion on his radio audience, although others heard that the speech had not 
been received with any great interest • 

.A. report was rendered on the ~e stion of the member ship of the American 
League for a Free Palestine. .A. lottor had boon sent on July 6th to all those 
whose names had aPPoarod on the last advortisoIOOnt published by the Loagu.c, 
on•losing copios of the statomonts issu.ed by tho .American Jenish Conforonco1 tho 
Jowish .Agonoy and the Emergency Counail ni th rogard to tho Hobro\1 Commi ttoo of 
National Liberation and tho Loagu.o. Up to July 24th replies had been rccoivcd 
from twentyt•sovon individu.a.ls9 most of thom prominent educators, publicists and 
civic leaders, indicating that they bavo oitbor '7ithdrann from tho League or that 
they wore about to do so. A. fo\1 bad asked for i'urthor information, and these wero 
boing follor1cd up. (As of Augu.st 7th, 35 persons hnd ilithdrami from tho ColJIDi ttoo). 

Tho opinion ilas oxprossod that not su.fficiont publicity had boon given to 
tho ropu.diation of tho Hobro\7 Commi ttoo of No.tional Liberation by tho Joni sh .Agency 
and Vaad Loum1 and that iullor uso should be mod,o of the strong eto.teD)nt ismied 
by Palostino, .A.ttontion was draw to tho fact that tho ontiro pross of Palestine, 
including tho Bevisionist paper "Hamashkif", had published long a.rticlos, etc., 
strongly condomn1ng the Hobrow Oommittoe. !ho suggestion '7o.s mado~ and approvoct._ 
that a i'u.rthor releaso bo ismiod by tho lmorgoncy Council basod on the statements 
mado in tho press of Polostino. 

In connection Td th tho announeozgont mo.do tha.t tho Hebrew Oommi ttoo of Naticn
al. Liberation intondod to fioat o. loon• Mr. Shulman reported that at his roqu.ost, 
on inquiry had boon mndo of tho s.E.c. ond it \"las found that no application to 
:f'_nat o. loon had boon filed by the Babrow Committoo. It '70.B also put on record 
• •• £:. :; t ho rocogniaod Jonah sgoncioe wished to bo hoard if S11Ch on o.pplicn.tion 
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should bo made. lurthor it appeared 'tibnt in law thoro wore great diffiC'Ul tios in 
tho wo.y of filing on application by tha Kobrow Oommi ttoo • 

A report was road on tho legal position of tho Hebrew Oomnittoo of Nationol 
Liberation. 
DR. l3ERKSON 

It was decided to invi to Dr. I. Be Berkson, ·hoad cf tho Rosonrch Deportment, 
to meetings of tho Exocu.tivo Oommittoo. 

• BUDGET 

• 

Dr. Silvor roportod that ho hnd o.rro.ngcd for the Finance Committee to moot 
shortly to discuss tho budget for tho coming yoa:r. 

MR. BILLIKOPF1 S .A.CTIVITIES 

It wo.s reported that Kr. Jncob llillikopf of Philo.dolphio.1 on his own ini ti&
tive, hn.d. sont out 250 copies of Dr. Lowdormilk's book to loading citizens all over 
the United States. Ho ho.a boon receiving so~ remarkably fino letters in roply, 
which have reveol.od some vory good friends of ours omong no?P-Jows. Mr. :Billikopf 
has boon asked to request the authors of those letters to grant us permission to 
give publicity to them. 

II PALESTINE" 

Several moni>ors of tho Comnitteo commontod on the oxcollcnt issuo of 
1Pal.ostino" which had just oppoared. It was tho consensus th:1t this mogazino is 
improving with avory issue o.nd becoming a oortey successor of tho magazine 
1Polostine1 pu.blished in England mony yoo.rs ogo. Dr. Silver romo.rkod thn.t Kr. 
Lipsky and Mias Schwartz desorvo the highest praise for ·the excellent job thoy aro 
doing. 

MR. JUELL 1 S MEM)RANDUM 

Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Leslie ~ell, former head of the Foreign 
Policy .A.ssooiation and at present research head for Time, Life and Fortune magazines, 
has wri tton a ioomrandum dealing with .A.ioorioan policy in regard to tho Noar East • 
.Among othor things, Mr. Buell suggests sotting up a United Nations Council for the 
Near East, to coordinate eonflicting interests. One of tho functions of the Council 
would be to protect tho future of tho Jewish National Home. Mr. Bu.ell had takon up 
his idea with IDrd H.a.1ifax1 who ha.cl show somo intorost, provided tho United States 
were willing to sharo responsibility. Mr. iuoll is noT1 florking on anothor moroor
andwn dealing with Paleatino. 

• 1300K o·~ ORTHODOX APPR~CH TO ZIONISM 

• 
Rabbi Gold reportod that tho book which it had been agrood to publish dealing 

tlith t~.10 roligious attitude towards Zionism is in preparation. 

OOYvIITTEE ON CONTACTS IITH GOVERNMENTS-IN EXILE 

Dr. Silvor boliovod that tho OoDIDitteo on Contacts with Alliod Post;..lor Grour 
1:-'1.ich hM boon sot up early in tho yoar should nov bo rovivod, and should moko close 
,· .. :.~--.ct with tho Govornmonte-,.in-Exilo, po.rticulo.rly tho Jroo Fronoh. Mrs. Ho.lpr1n 
was roqu.ostod to rosumo tho chairmanship of this Committoo. 

Tho mooting ad.Jou.med at 6 P•m. 
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PROOIWC 00 ITTEB N18.'TI Q 

~•t 8,1944 

Pr sent, Mr. ShuJ.Jlan (presiding), Mrs. Hal rin, Dr. Ool ann, ir. Li sky 
Mr. euaann, Mr. Weiagal, Mr. Sack, Mr. Shapiro. 

1) Prograa tor futur political aot on. 
2) Partition. 
! ) St tue ot J ewiah A encr offloe. 
4) outh Aotione Oolllllittee. 

A MOTIOII vaa adopted that thie c01111ittM Noomaend to the cutiYe 

Ooaaittee that co-i••ion be set up, vith authorit7 to en age such experte 

in tuwiu■•I politicu. eoonoay and international law as y b de•ed 

n ce •&r1, to deal with the queation ot the J eviah Oo-onv~alth 1n all ita 

apllcationa. Thie 00111d.asion to be either a sub-0011J1ittee of th Progrea 

Committee or anot r cc:.uaitt e to be designated bJ the lxecutiYe. 

IT AB AORICED that Dr. Oold.-anr should cable to London to• nd over 

to us vbatn r plan• Mm baYe been tol'IIUlated by th Jevi8h Agen07 OOIUlittee 

vhioh baa been di••••inl th18 •tter. 

Mrs. Hel.prin aoved that a OOl!•ittee b et up t think out the 

poaaible altematiYea to a Jewiah Ooaaon ealth bioh •~ be ropoaed and our 

ttitude to.rd• tbela. It vaa deoid.edto po9tpone diaauaeion on thie motion. 

It v • pointed out that there were no det1nite pro!'\oaala on which to••• any 

thinking on thia subject. • 

1,ttv1 tg b1 tum up y1th Pn•WID1i 

Mr. 3hulJlan ropoeed that the tolloting attere be t ken up when ov 

r reaentatiYea IN the President 1 

1) To requeet the Pr eident to pres• Ot. Britain to opllft wide the 

I 
)'.. door• ot Pal •tine to J evieb illlicration, to nable the J eve ot Hllllg&l'J to go to 

Pale•ttne. 

2) It eboul. be aade olNJ' Mia \o the Pre•id•I \ba\ •• a resul.\ of 

intonaatlOD reoei•ed partition baa not Je\ bee aolude4 and wbll• 1t 11 apeN 



.. 

, 

• 

• 

• 

that the Je,,a are entitled to a Jewish uomaonwealth, thereare eople 1n 

the Britiah O.binet who tavor partition. The President should be ar11ed with 

the taota and tigurea vhioh would ~ut ue in 11 ai tion to get bi111 to tab 

a stand before a deoiaion ia re11ohed 1n London. 

Z) The Preaident abould be asked to urse that no deciaion re Pale tine 

be announo din England before the u.s. 1• notified and the u.s.aonrmen, 

1n line with the proaiae made b7 Mr.Welles, bee had an opportanit7 to ooneult 

with th• Zioniat leaden in the u.s. 

Dr.OoldllaM aupported this line or th1nking. In addition, h• 

auggeatedt 

} That we should elarit, with Mr.Stettiniua whether it 1a possible to 

see the Preaident. 1n the next rev week•. It there is no chance ot ae 1ng hill 

ver17 aoon, a letter '1M>uld go to hill 1n Ur. iae•s naae. the moment he ·i• baok 

in Vaahington, setting torth the Ull8Jl1Jioua opposition ot Allerican Zioniate to 

artition. The 1 tt r should be brier, not more than page and a halt or 

tw page•, eo that he would b au.re to re d it. 

b) . Th t in the converaation with the Preaideh\, or in the letter to 

be sen\ to hill it ve cannot aee hia aoon, mention ahould be ■ad• ot the 

roaiee udi ~ Mr.Well••• 

It wa• agreed, ot oourae, t t 1n the talk with the PNaident we oontiliu 

,0 preN tor a aolution alon, the I ewiah 001111onwealth lln••• 

Nr. ---•rm na••W that we abould tr;r to 1et the Preaident, to de,ipate 

•oa• penona who vill work with ua on a ■ore concrne and aore detailed J>l.aa•, 

on the baaia ot the D.-ooratio Part7 plank and •• leaolutlon p nMn1 in 

Oonp-eN, and who wW b prepared to d1acnaa1 with u what can be done 1n a 

oonlre\e va, to i■pl•ent our prop-•, e.g. iapl••t.inl la.rs• •oal• illllipia 1a. 

It vaa deoi•ed \o ocae baok tottb.ia pl'Opoaal la.tar. 

r.leu■ann 1••W that Nr. el.la be aalald priYa\el.7 to repeat 1:M 
a\atllllin\ he had ■a4e). 
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Puh1ig Aei\A\1PD 

It va• roposed that w starta •trong publio prop.nda oupaign on the 

-,,..,o.c..arian . situation. In view or Hortby1 e otter to let all the Jew who haw 

Palestine certitio tea go to P lestine, there is nov onl..7 the White Pil,•r 

vhich a t ands v r:, concretel in the way ot ••Ting 400,000 lungarian J ewa. 

It was reoo ended th t r99re ent tion• be ■ad to the state Department 

(Mr.Stettiniua) at onoe, ,md • tao\o abrogation ot the White Paper oreeeed tor. 

The propaganda oupaign should be participated in b all the organi•tbna, 

and aade a r eal ulalic ian.e. 

IT ~S AORE ;,D that t he A erican J evi•h Oonterenoe the erican J eviah 

Congre•• and the ergeney Council shollld carrr on a public a itation on 

behe1t o 1he Hungarian J eve. 
I 

IT AS ALSO AOREED to cal1 to the attention ot the Cont renoe Mr. wmann • 

suggestion that they make u•e of t he l ocal &nergen07 ~itte•• 1n sending 

wire• to th . Preaident or the State Dept. 

CQno:,g Bt101]1tiQD 

It a• a red that the tiret ate should b to contact the Stat• Dept. 

It-• euggeated that it ahould be indicated. lo Mr.S ettiniua that we had gone 
~ 

,0 ;he State Depl. betoN br11png up t he Reaolution and the did not 9q we 

ehoul.d not roe d with it, and that it 1• now up to the State D t. to clear 

up the situation. 

Mr. S c~ auggeated that 1) w • • st ttiniua and 10 into the vhollt 

pt=cture with hill, and 2) that v get the President to &and back ot the R •olution 

Mr. Shul.Jlan be lined we 1boulc pla, tor a 1tatea nt 1'roll the 

Preaidant before prea1ing tor th Reaolution. illw11+4t ■■-◄ Before prooe ding 
~ 

with the Naolution v• ahould I 

1) get aauranoe• troa the War Depart.ant and other dep&raenta ot 

the acwt. vbioh hoe 8D7 intenn in the •tter that tbq will not ra1•• arq 

obJeo\lou. 
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2) gt aasurano•• that the RP-•olution will pass All it• present ton • 

Mr.Shulaan also prop() ed thatt 

5) we try to get the ff.,90lution through the fenat• fir t nd then through the 

Therwwaa aoae diacuaeion u to whether ti a atat•ent •••,,.. 

,SMMb@N from the Prnident uld be seed tor i.n tead ot the Resolution. 

It was pointed out we ■ight not get the stat ent ho1I the resident tor a 

long tial, and we might t,et the R ol tion through in a short tille. Althoup 

the R~•olution villnot be a directive. to the Oovernaent, it will be an aaet. 

AORE~D• First to hsve an intervi with Stettiniue. 

ot to pr ee ror the R eolution without getting the green 

light from the OoT nunent eople. 

It 1• one ot the obj ctives ot th talk with Stettiniu11 to 

11eaur the oon•ent ot th Ooverment to the R solution. 

It ehould be made ale r that it Mr.9tet 1niu11 g1Tea the 

Nen light it is d finite that the Wer Dept. •• well ha• nottmrtber obj otiona. 

lloo to get ,c\ttu •t;at•nt• f):o■ A1Dd,id&t11 tor Houae end §mat.a 

r. Sok pre ented h pl n to et written statements .trom all the 

candidate• tor the ouee and the Senate aupportin the Resolution. 

A arION wae ado ted that th plan 811bllitted b7 lr .• ok hould be 

adopted 1n rinoipl nd the detail• worked out by the ottio • It v•• 

rec01mended that it be operated. looallJ b7 the Zionist groupa. 

PAll'JTIQI 

Dr.Ool nn sug ated that the looal •ergea,o7 o itte be intonae• 
. 

that • b n aent a ■ ~dua on par\ition to the at te Depal111ant. 

WfATU F J ISB aa O! omos 

This • diaaueaed T r, bri n, with Dr. Oold■ann, who bad another 

aee\inl and OOllld not atq arq lonpr. It vaa •11'••4 \hat II would be di► 

CNNed with hill fv'ber on hi• N\VD fJ'OII Naloo. Dr.Ooldlllan lndta\ed tha\ 
\be bed t.biJla would be tor Dr. Ill•• and hill to MN a MJJc. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 28 

hMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

August 14, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
C.ouncil was held Monday, August 14th, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 
PBESElfr 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr. Stephens. Wise, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrs. RoE)e Halprin. Judge Monis Rothenberg, Louis 
Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Herman Shulman, Louis Lipsky, 
Philip Crnso. 

MINUTES 

Marvin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. I. B. Berkson. 

Robert Silverman, Leo R. Sack. 

The minutes of the Executive Com~ittee meeting held July 24th were approved. 

• LETTER FBOM I. L. KENEN 

• 

A letter from I. L. Kenen expressing appreciation of the effective ~anner 
in which the staff of the Council had cooperated in the Madison Square Rally was 
read as a matter of record. 

BEEL KATZENELSON 

The chainnan referred to the grievous loss suffered by the movement in the 
death of Berl Katzenelson. Dr. Silver spoke of his rare qualities of mind and 
spirit, of his devotion and selflessness. After a further tribute by Rabbi Gold, 
who . referred to Berl Xatzenelson as a "Talmid Chacham" in the true sense of the 
word, it was resolved to call a memorial meeting at the offices of tho Council the 
following Thursday to ~hich menbers of the executive boards of the Zionist bodies 
should be invited. 

RE-CBEA.TION OF NON-ZIONIST GROUP IN JEWISH AGENCY 

Dr. Wise reported that from conversations he had had with Judge Proskauor 
he gathered that there is a movement afoot, the purpose of which is to restore the 
authority of the non-Zionist section of the Jewish Agency. 'Ibis plan had serious 
implications for the status of the American Jewish Conference. Dr. Wise, therefore, 
proposed that a statement be prepared for transmission to Dr. Weizoann infoming 
him of the situation and requesting the opportunity to discuss tho matter with him 
before it is taken up with the Jewish Agency. This was agreed. Dr. Silver pointed 
out that this attempt to revive the dofunct non-Zionist membership of tho Jewish 
Agency was aimed in the final analysis at destroying the Jewish Commonweal th plan. 
Mr. Shulman urged that in ad.di tion to the telegram to Dr. Weizmann a memorandum 
be prepared at once on the logal status of the Agency. Judge Rothenberg thought 
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that legally there was no possibility of reconstituting the Jewish Agency at th11 
time because there was no possibility of making arrangements for the representation 
of Jews from the European countries. It was pointed out however that although this 
argument might be practical now, it mey not hold for very long. After further dis
cussion, it was resolved that Judge Bothenberg, Mr. Shulman and Dr. Berkson be 
appointed a committee to prepare a memorandum on the present position in regcrd to 
the Agency. 

WESTERMAN DOCUMENT 

Dr. Wise asked whether the committee was aware of a confidential document 
drawn up by Prof. Westerman of Columbia for the Council for Foreign Relations. 
Prof. Bowman }'J:aa.,_~o be the rapporteur in connection with this document which he 
understood wa~o/s't.imitted to President Roosevelt. The document attacks the Zionists 
and contains a number of demonstrable falsehoods, such as that American Jews are 
evenly divided between pro .nd l'.nti-Zionists. In regard to the .American Jewish Con
ference it is a vindication of the American Jowish Committee's position. As 
indicative of its mendacity Dr. Wise cited the statement in the meraorandum that 
"there is no reason for believing that the statement of President Wilson on the 
Jewish Commonweal th is founded on fact." Dr. Berkson pointed out that Prof. 
Westenmn had been favorable to the establishment of Pv.lestine as a Jewish State 
at the reace Table, but that he changed later. Dr. Wise hoped to know shortly 
whether this document had in fact reached tho President. In the meanti□e it was 
agreed that if in Dr. Wise's opinion a statement in reply was called for,such a 
statement be drafted for submission to the President. 

REPORT ON PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETING 

Mr. Shulman reported that the Program Comr.iittee met on August 6th to discuss 
what steps are to be tuken in the political field in the cor.iing months. The con-
r.ii ttee recommended unanir.io·usly that an appointMent should be made with .fr. 
Stettinius as soon as possible to discuss the PalestinetH~tter with hi□, and to 
request an interview with the President. It was further/~ineonsus of the committee 
that our representative should make clear to the President[tinanimous opposition of 
American Zionists to partition; we should also seek reaffim~tion of Summer Welles 1 

statenent in an interview some time ago that when Great Britain t o.kes up with our 
Government the question of Palestine our Government will consult with us. There is 
a likelihood that the British will announce their decision without consul ting 
Dr. Woiznann and we here should seek the oppcrtunity to know what is proposed before 
it is announced to the world. When seeing the President this point should be 
pressed. Also to be discussed with Mr. Stettinius is Britain's position that it 
will issue visas for Palestine only to those Jews escaping from Nazi-occupied 
countries. It is important that visas be issued to all Jews who can use them. 
The pressing need at the moment is to allow the Jews of Hungary to go to Palestine. 
Dr. Goldmann who attended the Program Committee meeting, agreed with these pro
posals, and in addition suggested that if there was a del~ in seeing tho President 
a memorandum embodying theso points should bo sent to him. 

With reference to the Palestine Resolution in Congress, it was the com-
mi tteo•s recommendation that we should not proceed until we get the "groan light", 
that is, receive assurances from tho State and War Departr.ients that they will 
interpose no objections. It might also be advisable to try to socure another 
9tatement from the President. The coI!lI!littee also proposed that the Resolution 
be first brought out in the Senate and then in the House, because the Senators 
a~e mox-Q friond.ly disposed toward us. 
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that, 
The Program Committee referred to a proposal/working in conjunction with 

the local Zionist Committem,candidates for Congress be approached in regard to the 
Palestine issue. rt was agreed that this must be done with discretion. Included 
in this proposal was the suggestion that steps be ta.ken to have candidates inco~ 
porate in their campaign speeches, references to the Palestine issue - what Pales
tine means to the Jewish people, the Arab situation, and present-day Jewish needs • 

In the course of the discussion on the various points presented on behalf of 
the Program Committee, Mrs. Halprin suggested setting up a committee to blue-print 
the Commonwealth program. She said there is need for such a committee to devote 
itself full time to dealing with every aspect and implication of our work in 
Palestine. The committee might employ the services of experts and an international 
lawyer and should be ready to answer questions at all times. The suggestion was 
left under consideration. Dr. Silver and the co~mittee agreed that all the items 
emphasized by the Program CoIDr.1ittee are of great importance and should be taken up 
with Mr. S tettinius. 

DR. GOLDMA.}Il'1' 1 S MEETING WITH MR. STETTilHUS 

Dr. Wise read a passage from a letter from Dr. Goldmann to himself with 
reference to a conversation which he (Dr. Goldmann) had had with Mr. Stettinius. 
Dr. Goldmann had gone to see Mr. Stettinius in connecticn with the rescue of 
Hungarian Jews; in the course of the conversation, Mr. Stettinius had said that 
there would not be any statement on the Palestine issue in August, as had been 
previously indicated and possibly nothing would be announced 1.llltil the European 
war was over or nearly over. Considerable criticism was expressed by various mem
bers of the Council of the fact that a discussion of this kind should have taken 
place with Mr. Stettinius at a time when the representatives of the Council were 
due to see him themselves. Dr. Silver said that the continued functioning of two 
Zionist political bureaus in Washington created an impossible situation. He had 
brought the matter up on several occasions previously but nothing had been done. 
He could not continue in this fashion and was submitting his resignation as chair
man of the committee. After further discussion it was resolved that Dr. Silver, 
Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldmann meet on the mornirgof tho 28th August to clarify and 
determine the functions of the two offices. 

REPORT BY NORMAN LOURIE 

A report by Mr. Nonnan Lourie, who had just arrived by air from Cairo, on the 
situation in the Middle East,followed . 

The meeting ad.Journed at 6:15 P. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 29 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

August 28, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday, August 28th, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue , 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Rabbi Philip Bernstein, Philip Cruso, 
Mrs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Lou.is Lipsky, Rabbi Irving Miller, 
:Emanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Samuel Rothstein, Louis Segal, 
Hennan Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Meyer w. Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Harry L. 8hapi ro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Robert Silverman. 

JEWISH AGENCY OFFICE 

After a full discussion of the report submitted by Mr. Shulman,as 
chairman of the Program Committee, on the meetings of the Committee held 
August 22nd and 24th, (minutes of discussion on file),the following motion 
was ad.opted by the affirmative vote of all the members present at the meeting, 
with the exception of Mr. Neumann, who 'wished to be recorded as not voting: 

"The Executive Committee finds it impossible to accept the . 
resignation tendered by Dr. Silver as its chairman and 
earnestly requests him to withdraw such resignation, which 
should not be made a matter of record. 

"In view of the situation which has arisen, the Executive 
Committee expresses its approval of the principle embodied 
in Paragraph 1 of the Resolution drafted by the Program 
Committee, which read as follows: 

1All approaches to the American Government or its 
officials on matters relating to the program of 
political activities of the Amerioan Zionist 
Emergency Council shall be undertaken by represen
tatives of the movement only with the prior approval 
of the Executive Committee of the Council.' 
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11 It urges Dr. Silver to confer with a sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee to discuss how this principle can best 
be put into effect in order to ensure the maximum amount 
of coordination in the political. work. 

"It is agreed that another meeting of the Executive Committee 
be held Tnursday afternoon, August 31st, and a notice to this 
effect be sent out by the secretary • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 30 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Executive· Committee of the ~rican Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Thursday, August 31st, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 Madison .h.venue, 
New York City, 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S, Wise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, Mrs. 
Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. S. 
Goldstein, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Samuel Rothstein, Louis Segal, Herman 
Shulman, Mrs . Rebecca Shulman, Meyer lt. Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

JEWISH AGENCY OFFICE 

The chairman of the Program Committee reported that the resolution adopted 
at the Executive Committee meeting of August 28th had been communicated to 
Dr, Silver, but Dr, Silver felt that on the basis of the information given him 
he was not in a position to wi thdra.w his resignation and requested that the follo,•r
ing statement be presented to the Executive Committee~ 

"In order to carry through effectively the intent of Principle No.l 
which was adopted unanimously by the Executive Committee, the only 
possible w~ in which that principle can be put into practice is, 
as was suggested by Dr, Silver in the proposals that he made to 
the Program Committee, that 

st l. :Between meetings of the Committee, matters requiring urgent 
and immediate action which are brought to the attention of the 
representativ~ of the Jewish Agency shall be discussed with the 
co-ohainnen of the Council by Dr. Goldmann, and together they 
should agree on the procedure to be followed. 

11 2. The officials of the Jewish Agency in London and Jerusalem 
shall be apprised of the above action of the Executive Committee 
and shall be requested hereafter to communicate on. all matters 
which relate to Zionist political work in America directly with 
the American Zioniot Emergency Council." 

11Dr. Silver is not averse to meeting with any committee, but he 
feels that such meetings are unnecessary inasmuch as the subject 
has so thoroUC'llY been discussed by him, by the Program Committee, 
and by the Executive Committee. Further discussion in committee 
is not likely to shed any more light on the subject. 
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"He haa e~gested two very simple procedures to implement the 
principle which was adopted by the Executive Committee. He feels 
that these two proposals are indispensable to the successful 
operation of the Emergency Council and to his own effective service. 

11He feels that the right of the Jewish Agency to establish political 
bureaus is not involved. No one has questioned that right. It is a 
question of efficient operation and practical necessity. The Emergcnc;f 
Council should make its position clear and put itself on record as 
doing what it regards as necessary for the successful prosecution of 
the political work of the Zionist movement in this country. It will 
then- be up to the Agency to indicate its own position if it so chooses. 
The Agency might come to feel that as a result of the reorganization 
of the Emergency Council, and the far more efficient work that it has 
been doing since its reorganization, that the continued existence in 
this country of a political bureau which was established by it is no 
longer necessary or that its functions should be limited to Latin 
American interests. In any case, this is a matter for the Jewish 
Agency to determine. What the Emergency Council is culled upon to 
do is to make its own position very clear - not alone with regard 
to principle, but with regard to procedure~" 

After some discussion it was decided to refer this entire matter to the 
full Emergency Council, at a meeting to be called on September 14th, and that 
Dr. Silver be requested to hold his resignation in abeyance pending action by 
the Council. 

• ~TINGS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

• 

• 

It was decided to hold additional me etings.if necessary, of the Executive 
Committee in order to deal with unfinished matters on the agenda. 

!IBSOLUTIOM IM CONGRESS CALLING FOR 'EMERGENCY SHELTERS I :r PALESTr;E 

The question was raised of the resolution introduced into Congress, by 
Senator Elbert D. Thomas in the Senate, and Representative Andrew L. Somers and 
others in the House, and sponsored by several other Senators and Representatives, 
including Senator Robert A. Taft. The resolution calla for the establishment 
of "mass emergency roscuo shelters in the mandated territory of Palestinen and 
urges President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull to use their influence to persuade 
Britain to ponnit free entry of Hebrews from Hungary into Palestine. At a press 
conference on the subject of this resolution, Senator Thomas voiced the hope 
that "tho President and Secretary of State will heed our call, even before the 
Senate can act on the resolution." The resolutions were sent to the Committee 
on Forei~n Relations and the C0Im:1ittee on Foreign Affairs • 

It was reported that inquiries were made on our behalf in Washi i~ton in 
connection with these resolutions from which it appeared unlikely that the resolu
tions would be proceeded with• The wording of the resolutions is characteristic 
of the Bergson group. What is sou¢it are temporary rescue shelters; no demand 
is made for immigration certificates for the refugees to enable them to settle 
permanently in Palestine • 

In the discussion which followed, Dr. Goldmann expressed the view that the 
introduction of this resolution was a very serious matter and required immediate 
action on th~ ~art of the Emergency Council. He pointed out that one of the 

' 
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representatives who had endorsed this resolution was the majority leader, John W. 
McConnack, who had supported our resolution and is a good friend of ours. He, 
as well as our other friends in Congress. should be warned that when they aro 
approached by the Bergson group they ought to consult us. 

The resolution which the Bergson group has now had introduced in Congress 
Dr. Goldmann pointed out, in asking only for temporary refuge for the Jews of 
Hungary with the implication that they will be sent back to their com1tries of 
origin after the war means giving up the claim to Palestine. The resolution is 
also not :practical. At present not one Jew in Hung;:-,ry can leavo that country, 
since with Rumania and Hwigary at war the border between the two countries is 
closed. The only other possibility for escape is through Switzerland, and tho 
Germans are not permitting any Hungarian Jews to leavo. The resolution is nothing 
more than a publicity stunt. 

Dr. Goldmann urged that a delegation go to Washington end explain ~11 this 
to tho Congressmen who have lent their support to this resolution ood remind them 
that there is already .a resolution before Congress which r.ie ,Jts the situation; 
and further request the~ to withdraw their signatures, or, if they will not agree 
to do that, not to support the resolution if and men it is taken up. Tho Chair
men of tho CoI!lI!littoe on Foreign Relatio.ns and tho Cornnittco on Foreign Affairs 
should also be seen in this connection. 

Dr. Goldstein reported that Representative Sol Bloom ha~ consulted him 
concerning Rabbi Korff, director of rescue activities of the E.~ergency Committee 
to Save the Jews of Europe, and Rabbi Eliezer Silver of the Agudas Israel,who 
came to Washington in connection with the Bergson resolution, and Dr. Goldstein 
thereupon telephoned him and informed him of our attitude to tho Bergan group as 
a whole. 

Rc.bbi Gold expressed tho fear that a.rry action we might take in the wey of 
influencing the Congressmen against this resolution mi@lt be mlsunderstood and 
might be regarded as detrimental to possible opportunities for rescuing Jews. 
Rabbi Gold did not believe there was any possibility of this resolution coming 
before Congress for action. 

Mr. Weisgal disagreed with Rabbi Gold. It wae our duty to make clear to 
the Jews of .America and to the Congressmen that this resolution was a fraud, and 
we must do so without fear. Nobo~ will accuse us of b oing indifferent to tho 
fate of tho Jews of Hungary. 

Dr. Goldmann supported this viow. It is our duty, as c political boey, to 
infom public opinion. We cannot allow the public to bocomo tho victim of every 
demagogue. Dr. Goldmann urged that a stateP.1ent be issued by the Emergency Council 
which should be brought to the attention not only of r1er.1bers of Congress, but of 
our friends everywhere. Those who read the resolution do not understand what is 
implied, and this should be na.do clear. Dr. Goldmann suggested further that an 
article on the subject be plccod in the Yiddish press. 

Mr. Wertheim, referring to Rabbi Gold1s objections, recnllod the first 
resolution introduced in Congress as a result of the efforts of tho Bergson group 
(tho Gillette resolution), which we did not attack, but which, nevertheless, we 
were accused of attacking. Mr. Wertheim suggested that, as far as the Yiddish 
press was concerned, perhaps it might be sufficient merely to info:nu all tho 
Yidai.cm writers of the f13.Ct~ and im,lic~tione of the resolution. 
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Mr, Shulman believed wo must take a position in this r.i.attor. He moved that 
a dignified ste.temont be prepared indicating in the first instance the work of 
rescue being carried on by the Jewish Agency, where possible reciting practical 
steps ta.ken; and contrasting that with the activities of tho :Bergson group, point
ing out that they have no facilities and. no machinery for rescue work, and have 
actually a.one nothing. Tho statement should further refer to tho fact that al though 
there are 14,500 Palostin0 immigration certificates still available, at tho present 
time there is a ruling that only those who escapo from Nazi occupied territory 
can receive certificates, that is, a refugee who managed to escape fror.i. Hungary 
to Yugoslavia and then into Italy is not eligible for a visa to Palestine. The 
plea should be made in this document that the :British Government grant certificates 
to these people. With regard to tho resolution, our statement should indicate that 
we refuse to recognize the distinction bctwoon Hebrews and Jows a~d that we do not 
approve of asking for merely t~porary refuge for Jews in Palestine, It should 
point out that the resolution 1s a publicity stunt to gain support for the Hebrew 
Committee of National Liberation. 

Such a s tatenent, Mr. Shulman believed, should be su.bnit ted to every □ember 
of tho Foroign Affairs and Foreign Relations conr.1ittoos; and support of tho Anorican 
Fal.ostino Cor.1t.,ittec for it should ru.so bo obtained. 

Mr. Se~a), ,Pointed out that in order to counteract the propagc.nci1 of the 
Bergson group tB;Yiddish speaking pu.blic,which tvkes the form of full page 
e.dvertisenents, it is necessary to dra.-netize our propngrnda as \·1011, Ho i1rcposcd 
that statements issued by rospo:1eiblc bodies should bo placed in tho Yiddish 
press in some effoctivo form. Ho further euegestcd that tho statement be sent 
to thousands of individual Jews throughout the country, 

After further discussion it was decided that a statement along the lines 
indicated in the discussion be prepared, to be given the fullest possible rublicity; 
and that a cm:mi ttee bo appointed to follow tho matter up in Wc~shington. 

NEW ZIONlST ORGANlZATION MEMORANDtn~ TO DUl.mARTON OAKS CONFERENCE 

It was reported that prior to tho opening of tho Dur.ibnrt0n Oaks Conforonce 
inquiries were ~ade as to the possibility of the Conforcnco considering Palestine. 
Despite tho J.T.A, reports that it would, the persons io whom theae inquiries were 
nddrossod woro cortPin that Palestine as such would not come on the agenda, o.lthough 
it was possible that the question of the Mandate system in general might be con
sidered, 

On August 25th, the New Zionist Organization submitted a memorandum to the 
Conference which received considerable publicity in tho pross. It colled for tho 
o.boli tion of the British Ma.~dato over Palestine and for tho cou.11try to bo placed 
under i:1.tornational guardiruiship with the Jewish people as its nd.t:1inistrntors • 

Some of tho nows roport·s of tho prose conforonco hvld by Colonel Mendelsohn 
in connection with tho submission of this memorandum oitod him cs charging that 
reports showed that Groat Britain was attempting to partition Pelo st ine 1dlidl would 
roduco tho amount of territory open to Jewish immigration. Oolonol Mondolsohn 
also critizod tho Zionist Orgroiization of Nnerica for its "weak, vacillating, 
appeasing, take-what-they-give-us policy. 11 

In the discussion on this matter, it was pointed out that since the Re ... 
visio..niste had r asied the question of partition, a statement should be issued 
by the llne-rSC'f'C7' Oonncil indicuti!lr; that 1 t O"PPOSes any part:I tivn of Palestine. 
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It was recallod that it had been tho considered opinion of the Eme rgoncy Council 
that wo should not engage in a public discussi 0n of tho question of partition. 
It was believed, however, that if we are nccus ed of fnvoring p::irti tion we should 
certainly make our attitude known. This would not be inconsistent with our 
deci~i on not to raise the question of partition publicly. 

Mter further discussion it was decided that a statemont bo proparod in 
response to the allegations made by tho Rovionists with regard to t!-io attitude of 
tho Zionist laadership to partition. 

• AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

• 

• 

• 

Mr. Shulman roportod thut some time ago the Executive Conr.1ittoo of tho 
A.rnorican Palestine Comni ttoo prepared a ncr.ior andum, to be subrrd. ttcd t o Secretary 
Hull• presenting n series of proposals dealing with tho emergency created by the 
situation in Hungury~ In rosponso to the request for an interview, Mr. Hull wrote 
on August 29th that in view of tho pressure of business it would be inpossible for 
hi□ to soc tho CoI!lnittoe personally but he had mrule r-m a:ppointncnt for thom _with 
Mr. Adolf A. Borla, Assistant Secr•tnry of State. Mr. Shulman a.sked for an· 
expression of opinion from the Execu·tive as to whether 1 t was ndvisable for the 
A.P.c. Executive to meet with Mr. :Serle. Soue nembers of the A.P.C. Executive 
fol t it would gi vo them an op1)ortuni ty to :press the roquost that Palestine 
certificates be made available for refugees who are not in lfo.zi occupied terrl toey. 
They also felt that they should visit the British Embassy in thia connection. 

It was agrood that it was advisable for the A.P.C. Executive Committee to 
meet with Mr. Borla ru1d also to visit tho British Embn.ssy• 

NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the question of the Congressionnl Resolution was tho 
most i mportant item to be trucen up at tho next meeting of tho Executive Comnittce. 

Tho mooting adjournod at 6:00 P. M . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 31 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Sept ember 11, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Cou~cil was held Mondey, Septel!lber 11th, at 4: 00 P. M. , at 342 Madison n.venue, 
new York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Loon Gclll!lan, Mrs. 
Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblu..1!1, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving Miller, Emanuel 
Ncur:rnnn, Louis Segal, Hennrui Shulman, Meyer w. Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldnann, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Isrooli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Munson. 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn. 

CONDRENOE CONVENED BY FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN A.il.{ERIC.rl. 

Mr. Neumann raised the question of the conference convened by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ to be devoted to a discussion of tho Palestine 
question, in which he had been asked to participate. Dr. Jruncs G. Holler, Dr. I. 
B. Berkson and Professor Albright woro to present the Zionist case; and Professors 
Hitti and Hocking, and a Mr. Baroudi, would speak for the Arabs. Dr. Israel 
Goldstein was to have been one of tho participants but was unable to attond. 

In connoction with this conf ercnco, it was reported that l ast spring tho 
Federru. Council of Churches of Christ had planned to publish an Infomation 
Bulletin on Palestine. Dr. Johnson, after consultation with Dr. Berkson. decided 
to postpone publication of the Bulletin, which was far from friendly to tho 
Zioni•t cause, and to arrange a number of conferences on tho question of Palestine 
and Zionism, in which representative Jews and Christians would participate, and 
in which tho Zionists would be given a full opportunity to explain their views. 
The mooting arranged for Sep; ember 13th was the first of those confcrcncos • 

It had beon hoped to have other prominent mc~bors of the Christian Council 
on Falestine participate in this conforonco, but unfort'lll'latcly they would all be 
out of Now York on tho date sot by tho Federal Council. 

It was agrood that Mr. Noumonn ought also to tako p~rt in tho conforenco. 

FORTUNE MAGAZINE ARTICLES 

Reference was rnado to tho fine article, entitled "The Explosive Middle 
East", written by Mr. Babcock, one of the di tors of Fortune, and appearing in 
the current issue of the magazine. It was reported that an article on falestino 
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is to appear in the October issue of Fortuno, also writ ton by Mr. '.Babock, ,. ho 
has visi tod l alostinc. This article has been seen by several ncobcrs of the 
Exocutive, who consider it fairly good • 

AMERICAN lALESTINE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shulman reported that plans have been nade by the .A.r.c. Executive 
for a number of regional conforonces, tho first to bo hold in Philadelphia .on 
October 10th. The speakers at this conference will be Justice Maxey , Dr. Marsh, 
l rof • Friedrich and Dr. Poling. ·A nenorandur.i is being sent to the chnirr.ien of 
tho local enorgoncy cocnittoes in the coI!lr!lunities in this region urginG then to 
arrange for delogates of their local American l'alostinc Conni ttea:; to attend this 
conforcnce. Conf~rences arc also being arranged to be held in Chicago, Dallas, 
St. Louis and San Francisco. 

Mr. Shulman reported further that the choice of Dr. LeSourd as the director 
of tho A.I.C. had been a very fo+tunate one. Ho is a fine person and an effective 
worker. 

A.P,C. DELEGATION TO STATE DEF.A:RTMENT 

At the last meeting of the Executive Comnitteo it had been decided that it 
was advisable for the American ralestine Committee Executive to send a deleg8.tion 
to the Stam Department, to meet with Mr. :Berle, who had been designated by Mr. 
Hull to receive them since he was unable to do so hinself. 

It was reported that the delegation, which is to meet with i-ir, Berle on 
Septenber 12th, was to consist of Rev. Frederick Brown Harris, Chaplain of the 
United States Senate, Rev. Richard E. Evans and Dr. LoSourd, and would present to 
tho State Department a memorandum which would, in addition to dealing with the 
question of rescuing Hungarian Jews, urge that Falcstine certifica.tes be made 
available not only for refugees in lrazi occupied territory, but for those in 
Southern Italy and elsewhere. 

It waa agreed that wide publicity ehould be given to the memorandum to be 
submitted by the A.i.c. delegation to the State Departnent. 

RESOLUTION IN CONGBESS CALLING FOR EMERGEtrnY SEELTERS IN :i.ALESTINE 

It was reported that although it was decided at the last meeting of the 
Executive Committee to issue a public statement in connection with the resolution 
introduced in Congress on the instigation of the Bergson group and to give it 
wide publicity, the situation had changed considerably in view of the fact that 
Rumania entered the war and also because it appeared that there tias no possibility 
of the resolution being pushed in Congress. A public stateoent had therefore not 
been issued, but instead letters had been sent to the Senators and Representatives 
who had sponsored the resolution indicating the inadequacies of the resolution 
(copy appended). A letter had also been addressed to those sponsors by tho 
American Jewish Conference. • 

BRITISH INFOBMATION SERVICES I PAI..,U-HLET "FIFTY FACTS ABOUT MIDDLE EAST11 

Roforence was made to a booklet published by the British InforrJation 
Servicesand widely circulated, entitled "Fifty Facts About the Middle East". 
In this booklet the si tua.tion in Palestine is briefly reviewed and while there 
are no actual mi &statements of fact, tho omissions gi YO a false ir:i:prossion. 
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This matter was drawn to the attention of the American ra1esino Cor:unittoo 
and a letter was sent by Dr. LeSourd to the British Information Services indicating 
how misleading the section on Palestine is. It is proposed to give this lotter 
publicity in the course of a few dl38s. 

WOMEN LAWYERS COMMITTEE 

It was reported that a committee of women lawyers, comprising members of 
tho National Association of Women Lawyers, was sot up some months ago by tho 
president of tho Association, who is a convinced Zionist. A convention of tho 
Association is being held in Chicago this week and it is hoped that they will adopt 
a resolution on Palestine. 

EXCHANGE CERTIFICATES 

In connection with the 281 refugees who arrived in Palestine on excho.nge 
certificates,which included a group of Duth Zionists who had boon transforred to 
Bergonbolsen near Hanovor together with a group from Vittel in France, inquiry 
was nade of tho Jewish Agency as to whether there was a:ny possibility of further 
groups being brought to Palestine in this wey. A cable had just been received 
from Jerusalem stating that a further exchange wns in preparation which would 
most likely include anothor group from Bcrgenbolson among whJm there wore con
siderable Dutch refugees, but tho continuation of exchange arrangononts wae 
dopondcnt on whothor there would be Geronns available to dond back to Gomany. 

Dr. Kubowitzi, at tho World Jewish Congress, has bocn working on this 
problem for a long tine. Dr. Goldnann explainod tho.t the attompt has boon nado 
by tho Congress t o hn:vo "exchange natorial II pooled, that is, to arrange for Gennans 
in the Latin American countries, in South Africa, in Australia, etc. exchanged 
against Jews in Geman territory. A s}l:)cial department in the Stato Dopartoont 
has boon engaged in trying to find exchange l!latori al. It is a very conplicatod 
question. For one thing, tho authorities in tho various countries approached do 
not wish to roleaso from internnent Nazis whoo thoy considor dangorous; and tho 
non-Nazis do not wish to return to Gomany. 

It was suggested that this matter bo discussed further with Dr. Xubowitzi. 

P JJ:JEBr !NE IMMIGRATION CERTIFICATES 

Roferonce was made to tho statencnt released to tho press a few da,y-e ago 
in London by Mosho Shortok in which ho critizod strongly tho policy of tho Palestine 
Administration in retaining all the 14,000 cortific~tos still availnblo undor tho 
Whito Paper for refugees still in Nazi occupied torritory. At first tho Jewish 
Agency agrood to allocate theso certificates for Jews in Huncary and Rur.tani a , but 
that was at a tine whon it was still possible for then to lonvo these countries. 
Now it is iopossiblo for any Jows to got out of Hungary, and tho Pnlostino AdI!iinis
tration still insists on holding tho cortificatos and refuses to allocate any of 
them for Jews who have succeeded in oscaping tho Nazi trnp and arc "physically 
safo"• For exl'IJJple, no cortificatos aro available for thoso who have escaped to 
Italy via Yugoslavia. Tho Jewish Agoncy is fighting this policy in London. 

It was believed-that a delegation should call on Lord Halifax urging that 
certificates be made available for Jews not in Nazi-occupied territory. It was 
agreed that it would be preferable that such a delegation bo sent undor tho 
miapioos of tho American Jewish Conferonco, and it was decided to rocommond such 
actio~ to tho Interim Committoo of tho Conforonco. It wns further decided thnt as 
much pu.blici ty as poss1. ble be gi von to tho present situation with regard to immi
gration into PaJ.oetino. 

, 



.. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

- 4 -

~UEBEC CONFEBENCE 

In connection with the ~uebec Conference it was agreed that action be taken 
by Dr. Wise to bring to the attention of the President the desirability of an 
early decision on Palestine. At the same time, in setting out the Zionist objec
tives of free immigration under a Jewish Commonwealth the opportunity should be 
taken to stress the Zionist objections to any proposal for JBrtition. 

CONGRESSIO!WJ RESOLUTION 

The question of further 
before Congress was discussen. 
October 1st and if anything is 
quickly. 

action to be taken in connection with the Rcsolutim 
It was pointed out that Congress may adjourn on 

to be done with tho Resolution it should bo done 

It was recalled that it had been decided not to proceed further with the 
Resolution until there was some clear indication fror.1 the State and War Depart
ments that they would raise no further objections to it. It hnd been i npossible 
to see Hr. Stottinius, since he was tied up at the Thmbarton Oaks conference, 
and it night be another wook and a half before he returned to Washington. 

Tho opinion was e:xp-essed that what was important was not nn intervie,-1 with 
the Stato Departnent but with tho War Dop:1.rtnent,sir-ce it WR S the oppositi on of 
tho latter body which prevented action on tho Resolution. O~r first stop ~t this 
timo should be, it was suggested, to contact tho War Departnent and point out to 
t hem that there can surely be no objections now on military grounds. Of course, 
if Mr. Stettinius were available, it would be a good thing to see him; but it was 
not advisable, it was believed, to lose time waiting for his return, nor for the 
return of the President from Quebec. 

It was thorefore recol'!lI!lendod,and approved, that a delegation, consisting 
of roprosontativos of tho Executive Connittoc together with Senator Wagner ruid 
Mr. Bloon, meet with rcprcsontativos of the War Dcpart~ont and sound thum out as 
to tho attitude of tho Dopartnent towards withdrawing their objections to the 
:Ei.osolution. 

STA'I'EMEUT OF :BRITISH BEPRESEUTATIVE IN ITALY OF INTERGO~l11IE1 T.AL 
COUi-iI TTEE FOR BEFUGEES 

Reference was made to tho state□ent nado to Jewish refugees in Ituly by 
Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith, r~presentative of the Intergovernmental Committee 
for Refugees, that Jewish Palestine "is no larger than a handkerchief a.11d could 
not admit them. 11 Tho statement was made at a mooting of Jewish refugees convened 
1~ Romo on August 27th by tho Intergovon,.inental CoIIll:littec to an~ounce tho offer 
of the Italian Government to grant citizenship to statoloss persons. Sir Clifford 
urged the refugees to accopt tho offer of tho Italian Govornr.iont and told then 
that Palestine was "very limited" and could not receive all those who desire to 
enter it. 

In the discussion on this matter it was pointed out that it was not the 
business of the Intergovernmental Committee for Rofugooe to take an attitude 
on political mattors. Sir Clifford Hoathcoto-Smith had no right to oxpross an 
anti-Zionist opinion. It was agrood that some action should co taken to bring 
this to the attention of tho British Government, and it was decided to recommend 
to the Americ~ Jewish Conference that the delegation which it will send to the 
British F.mbaasy should also protest to Lord HaJ.ifa.x against the stand t aJcen by 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

- 5 -

Sir Clifford; and that in addition a strong letter be written to Sir Herbert Emerson, 
head of the Intergovernmental 0ommittee • 

BEQ,UESTS FOR PAL]lSTINE ENDORSEMENTS OF BERGSON RESOLUTION 

Mr. Gellman reported that the Mizrachi organization had received a r.iessago 
from Palestine indicating . that groups there had received cables from tho Bergson 
group requesting them to ondorso tho resolution which they had had introduced in 
Congress calling for ecergency rescue shelters in Palestine. It was agreed that a 
cable should be sent to the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem informing thorn about the 
resolution and warning them against these requests . for 0ndorsomcnts. 

ZOA com~ITTEE ON UNITY 

The -postion was raised of tho comnittcc apPointod by the Zionist Organizaticr~ 
of .America to fight the activities of tho America.~ Council for JudaiSI!l, which is 
called "Comnittoc on Unity". It was believed that this nar.'lo is nisloading and will 
cause furthe:r confusion in Jewish life, and it was agreed to bring this to tho 
attention of tho ZOA Executive which was to ncot Soptonbor 12th . 

COUNCIL OF FOREIGN P.ELA.TIONS REPORT OU PALESTINE 

It was reported that a reply was being prepared by Dr. I. B. Borkson,hoad of 
tho Research Departr.ient, to tho document drawn up by Prof. West om an of Colunbia 
for tho Council of Foreign Relations. (Seo Minutes of Executive Coanittoo hold 
August 14th). 

Dr. Wisc sugg0stod thr.t tho natter of replying to Dr. Wos ton.1£m 1s docunont 
bo submitted to tho Ar.1cricnn Jewish Conference f or ncti ;n, a~d it was ngr ood that 
this be given considorntio~ 

THE m !TED STATES CONGBESS AND THE JEWISH NATIONJiL IDME r_:r P.ALj?,STI:rfil 

It wa.s reported that this b:> ok will be off tho press in c. fm,, weeks. It will 
contain nbout 400 statononts fro~ Sonators and Conerossmon. 

NEXT MEETING 

It was decided to hold the next ncot ing of the Exccuti vc Oon.':1 i t too on Monday, 
Soptombcr 25th. 

Tho r.icoting adjourned at 6:00 P. M • 
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COUFIDE-, TIAL NO. 13 

.AJ.\1ERI CAN ZIONIST EMERGElJCY COUNCIL 

.UNUTES OF MEETil G HELD SEPTEMBER 14, 1944 

A meeting of the .American Zionist Emergency Council was held Thursday, 
September 14th, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City • 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Hise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Fhilip Cruso, Mrs. 
Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman. Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose 
Halprin, Dr. James G. Heller, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
Irving Lipkowi tz, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Samuel Rothstein, Mrs. :Bertha 
Schoolman, Hennan Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Abe Tuvim. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenen, Robert Silverman. 

REPORTS 

A report was rendered on action taken following the Executive Committee 
meeting of September 11th. In connection with the refusal of tho Palestine 
Administration to allocate Palestine immigration certificates to refugees other 
than those still in Nazi occupied territory (see Uinutes of Executive Committee 
meetinb held September 11th), the Executive Committee believed that representa,,
tions should be made to the British Embassy but decided that the most effective 
approach would be through the .American Jewish Conference and the matter was 
therefore referred to the Interim Committee of the Conference, ,-1hich is seeking 
an interview with Lord Halifax. 

With rcbard to the resolution introduced in Congre.ss, on tho instigation 
of the Bergson group, calling for emergency shelters in Palestine, a letter had 
been sent to the Senators and Representatives who had sponsored the resolution 
pointing out the inadequacies of the resolution and the offensive terminology 
of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation introduced in it. A full page 
advertisement urging support for the resolution had appeared in the ew York 
Post a few days ago, but from all indications it appeared that there was no 
possibility of anything further being done with the resolution in Congress • 

An item which had received publicity in the press was the meeting of 
refugees in Italy which had been addressed by Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith, 
representative of the Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees, who had s• ught 
to discourage the refugees from going to Palestine. The attitude of Sir Clifford 
was indicative of an attitude which had very grave implications for Jewish 
immigration to Palostine • 

Thero had been a strong reaction to Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith 1s state
ments to the refugees in the entire Palestine press. The Executive Committee 
decided to send a letter of protest to Sir Herbert Emerson. head of the Inter
governmental Committee; in addition, the American Jewish Conference delegation 
to the Britieh :&lnbassy will take up the matter with Lord Halifax. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

The conference convened by the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
Anerica to be devoted to a discussion on Palestine, and which had been held the 
previous day, was discussed. Rabbi Heller, Dr. Berkson, Mr. Lourie, and Profes 3or 
Albright presented the Zionist case; Professor Hitti and Mr. Baroudi spoke for tho 
Arabs (Professor Hocking also was to have participated, but did not attend); 
Dr. Eisendrath, of the Union of .Anerican Hebrew Congregation, had boon invited; 
and the Council for Judaism was represented by Rabbi Elncr Berger. On behalf of 
tho Federal Council of Churches of Christ, there wore Dr. Johnson, head of tho 
Research Department of the Federal Council; Mrs. Trotter, his assistant; Dr. 
Hoffmann,and two other ncmbcrs of the Council 1s nissionary staff. 

The natter had arisen originally sone nonths ago, when the Federal Council 
had proposed to issue an Infornation Bulletin on the subject of Palestine. This 
Bulletin had been shown to Dr. Berkson of the Research Department, \'ho had prepared 
a full reply, and subsequently, as a result of this and of the intervention of 
Dr. Goldstein, who had important contacts with the Federal Council of Churches, 
the publication of the Bulletin had been deferred. 

Thero had been an effective presentation of the Zionist point of view at 
the conference, but the approach of the representatives of the Federal Council had 
been a distinctly negative one. Many of their officials had certainly been in-
fluenoed by the outlook of the Beirut Universi. ty people. It remained to be seen, 
however, whether they would issue a statement hostile to the Zionist point of view, 
particularly since they were cwaro that it might produce unfavorable reactions in 
tho Jewish com~unitios in this countr-✓, and in addition the Executive of tho Federal 
Council would have to consider the sensibilities of ~any of their momb0rs who aro 
affiliated ~rith the Christian Council on Palestine. 

It was believed that it was essential to maint~in contact with tho Federal 
Council of Churches. 

Ii.fl. IGRATION 

Referring to the present situation with regard to immigrati on into Pales
tine, attention was drawn to tho article, by Lewis Gannett, appearing in tho current 
issue of "Tho Nation", doscri bing the work of the Intergovernmental Car.mi ttcc for 
Refugocs and tho various agencies that will deal with rofugoes. It was SUf;bOstod 
that this night bo the time to done.nd representation of tho Jewish Agency on all 
these agencies. Since Dr. Goldmann was going to Palestine in a few days it was 
recommended that the Emergency Council draw up proposals in this connection, to be 
conveyed by Dr. Goldmann to the Agency in Palestine. 

It ~as decided to refer this matter to a small committee who would meet 
with Dr. Goldmann before his departure for Palestine. 

ARTICLES IN "THE NATION" 

It was recommended that the local emergency coillI!littees be cont acted and 
requested to have a number of letters written to 11 The Nation11 expressing apprecia
tion of the fine articles which they have been publishing dealing with the problems 
of Jewish refugees. 

JEWISH AGENCY BUREAU 

After the last I!leeting of the Exe cu ti -r,;e Comni ttee, a su~•conmi ttee had met 
with Dr. Silver and subr1itted the following resolution to him: 
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CO.i:IFIDENTIAL O. 32 

A 1ERICAN ZIOlH ST EMERGEHCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF HEETING OF EXECUTIVE COlii HTTEE 

September 25, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Eueri-~ncy 

Couneil was held Thursday, September 25th, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 ~adison 

Avenue, ew York City. 

PRESENT 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, Mrs, Judith .i:ipsteiii, 

Leon Gellman, Rn:bbi Wolf Gold, /J's. Rose Halprin, }firs • .fios Jacobu, Loui(; 

Lipsky, l/iarvin Lov,enthal, Rabbi Irving Miller , Emanuel Nuu.mann , /;ru . Tamar 

Pool, Charles J ~ Ho senbloom, I.oui s Segal, Herman Shul1nan. 

Dr. I. :a. :B~rkson, Arnold K. Isre ,li, .Arthur Lourie, Abram s. Iagidu., 

Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Isaioh L. Kencn, D. L. lh~klvr . 

NEXT 1TL.-iG 

In view of the fact that the n~xt regt1lar mc~ting day would fall on 

Succoth, it was decided to hold thu next me~tine on Thuroday, October 12th • 

Dr, Wise drew the attention of the ITfH ting to tht.. fin e lettLr w ich had 

b &en sent by th~ Christian Council, signud by Dr. Atkin son and Dr. Voe~ , to 

th leaders of tho Council convvying ~rccti~:s on th0 occasion of the Holy Do.y 

neason and c.xpr<;u~ing,on bchru.f of the t wo tllounand Chri stinn ministurs und 

religious uducators v,ho comprise tho C.1..1.riutian Council , their 11 on~nl,t;;:. Hith the 

Jewi ch p0ople in all their hopes and a::,piratinnu . 11 It was dvcidc d to 1·t;lE.,a~o 

th.is 1 et ter to th'-' preus • . 

L£TTER FRO\li HASHCl~ HADAT I 

A lett €r from the Hashor:arHadati r qu.e uting rt;prc:scnto.tion on the Crnmcil 

was rE:iad. It wau decided to po atpone discus :;.; ion on thi s request until the next 

meeting of the Executi7e Corru d ttee. 

DliATH OF PhOFES 'OR KLIGLER 

The meeting learned with deep regret of the passing of Prof&s:...or I. J . 

Kligler, h -·ad of the Department of :Bacteriology nnd Hyeiene of the Hebrew 

UniYersity. W~s. Jacob s , speaking briefly of Dr. Kligl.er, said that he was 0n~ 

of the .American Zionists who, morf:: than thirty years aeo, thr~1in his lot with 

Palestine. He h d mad~ a real contribution tn the country. Ht:3 was intensely 

interested in tho upbuilding of Eretz Israt- 1, and his work in molarinl r~sl.,n.rcn 

We s moti v tcd by thn.t ideal. To him goes tho lion's ebs.r of the crecli t fQr 

ridding Palestine of malaria. 

Tho aocr tary was instructf::d to s nd a message of condolence to ? u. IQigler. 
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OSWEGO REFUGEES 

Mr. Lourie reported on the visit which 1-Jir. Furmansky and he had paid to 
the refugees at Fort Ontario• Oswego, N. Y. (Report attached). 

A recommendation that $200. be allocated for the purpose of Zionist educa
tion in the camp was approved. In connection with the Zionist educational work 
among tho youth in Oswego, it was agreed that the support of the different youth 
groups should b e enlisted. 

Dr. Wise suggested that it mic;ht be advisable to participate in the group 
of the National Refugee Service which has been organized to keep in touch wi \h the 
r0fugoes at Oswego. 

AiJffi1RIC.AN PALESTINE COMMITTEE BEGIONAL CONFERENCES 

lr. Ma,gida reported that in accordance v,i th the decision of the Exccuti vc 
Committee of the American Palestine Committee a series of r~gional. conferences was 
being arranged throughout tho country n.nd in this connection Dr. Vot',s lf1:4l-dhe had 
visited a number of cities throughout the country where it wa s hoped/ suin con
ferences, meeting with groups of leading churchmen, educators, etc. in each city. 

The first conference is to be held in Philadelphia on October 10th and the 
occasion will be used to present Chief Justice George W. Ua.xey as the chain11nn of 
the A.P.C. for the state of Pennsylvania. Dr. Eduard Lindemann, of the New School 
of Social Re search, will speak, and al so Prof. Friedrich, ~r. Lowdermilk and 
Rev. Wendell Philips of Rye, Nev, York; nill participate. 

• On November 21st there will be a conference in Chicago, when it is expected 

• 

that Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr will be the principal speaker; and another has been 
arranged for St. Louis on Jnnuary 11th. A distinctiTe feature of the latter will 
be the participation of the schools. All the schools in st. Louis 1ill be clos d 
on that day, so that the teachers may have an opportunity to attend one session 
of the conference. This has been arranged by the President and the -Superintenden't 
of the Board of Education. The latter had attended the Washington conference of 
the A.P.C. The Kiwanis and Rotary clubs in St. Louis will also participate in the 
conference,.giving up their regular w~ekly luncheon in order to do so. 

Arrangements are al so being made for conferences to be held in either San 
Frnncisco or Los .Angeles, and pcrb..-:1ps in both cities. It is hoped to ho.Vt; Dr. 
Aurelia Henry Reinhardt, former president of V~lls College and regarded as an 
outstanding educator, take a prominent part in these conferences. 

In Dallas Mr. l~agida and Dr. Vos~ met with a group of outstanding Zionists 
in the comrnuni ty who readily agreed that a conference in Dallas or somewhere else 
in the southwest should be held, but belie ed that the Ameriean Council for Judaism, 
who are very strong there. would hav8 no hesitation in doing everything they could 
to prevont it fr um taking place. It is particularly important to arrDI1ge a ccn
ferenco in this p('..l"t of the country, because thu Ccuncil for Judaism has succcvdcd 
in confusing the minds of the non-Jews in tho Texas communities. The locnl Zienists 
will considor the matter further ruid decide whether it is advisable to proceed with 
plans for a conference, and Dr. Voss will also broo.ch the subject again ,·;hen be 
will be in Dallas later on, 

The chairman thanked Iv'u". Magida for his report on the excellent progrnm of 
activities prepared for the next few months and expressed his confidence that it 
would be productivo of good results. 



• 

• 

• 

... 3 -

BUDGET 

The chairman of the Budget and Finance Cammi ttee presented th budt., t f or 
the year October 1944 to October 1945, whioh his comnittee had ap1)roved. ThEJ 
budget cal]s for a total expenditure of $514,854 . .-. which is D1l increase of $G,500 . 

over the budget of last year. (Detailed budget on file). 

A motion was made and adopted that the bud.got be approved for submis t;ir,n to 

the Funds with tho understDllding that the chairmen of the comrni tteu s bt: nt li bl,rty 
to submit revised recomrnendn.tions for the o.llocations to their rospuctivv dup·:i.rt
mentn if, nfter furth -.r oonsiduration, thuy fCl.,l tha t to ltu dccir .'1.bll,. 

STA'l'ElviENTs TO Phis..., HY MEMBERS OF El~RG"' ' GY COUNCIL 

Tht:.; qu~stion was raised of stn.tt-munts io the prom, by p:1rty l oader., ou 
m..,.tters of fundr.mLntnl policy nnd a mtion wns m.'1.do : 1d .. dupted thnt r>ll :.; tat u
munts on importnn\ mat tors of Zionist policy should be elua r1.l d through tht 
Ezoorgoncy Council• It wn.s undurstood thn t this doeo not mean that where a line 
of policy has already been accepted and announced on thP. pa.rt of the Emergency 

Council, state1rent~, in conformity with that line should fir ct be cleared with 
the Council, but it does preclude the is suance of statement · by any group un vitol 
political issues insofar a:; such statements may go beyond the pol1cy ru.ready 
defined. 

P LITICAL REPORT 

Mr. Shulman reported that following the decision of the Exu9Utive Comi, ittet; 

that representativ0s of' tho Executive together with bonatnr Wa.gnt.;r and, if pos .. iblu, 

Congressman Blo om, uet,,;t Vii th Assiota.nt Sccrotn.ry of War McCloy, a dultJGation, 

consisting of Dr. ,L;L, Ur. Shulman and Senn.tor \In ur sn.w !,r. :{cCloy on ptc1, k ;r 

2l~t and spLnt an hour vlith him. 

Mr. l✓cCloy had indiQa.tud that intoll:lgenc0 reports from tho Noar E· Bt 

suggested th dt ,sirubili ty of' continuing the ban on npf)rovo.l of th Co1 c;rescion 1 
Rt::solution a t thi~i ctage. NevurthLluss, hu was prepared to givo th , mnttl•r furthLr 

considcr·1tirm 1,1i th ifir. Stim:.;on nnd tho Gcnor:..il St.'.:uf. Ho v:L ::.; to l 0t our r(.;prl,.. 

sentatives know the result:, of this further discussion in a fow days. 

lf.r, McCloy had left the i10pre'1sion of cordia.11 ty and a desire to be helpful. 

Imnediately after this interview Congresf3 adjourned, ::;o that nothing 
further could be dnne with the Re::iolu tion until after the elections nnd the roccm
vening of Congres~. 

A discusziCJn followed on tho action to be token during tho next fe, vueks. 

;tn connocti, .n with a au.gee st ion 1,iade by ,:r . Sognl, it ,·,ns roportud th,.t n 

maruornndum hud b t on sont t o all thu chairmon of the locnl cmorguncy co i tt tJ€iS 
asking them to o'ttn.in \ ri tton statements of support fro1 their local Cdndidri.tu 
for office of the Palostinu pln.nks in thuir Pnrty pln.tforms, rLild ruisw rs '"Lro 

b ginning to co c in, In nddi tion, 11.Alooric·i . d Palu ·tino 11 will bo aTnilablu very 
soon, nnd ., stn.t0110nt \7ill bo issuod to thu pres □ about tho bo ck buforo it n.pp ,n.rt, • 

rs. Halprin pointed out thrs.t r1hon wo ducidod to procu0d with tht.} Ru nolation• 
1 t wns in ordor to influvnce the; oxocu tiv brnnch of tho go E:Jrnmont, < d th: Lt wo 
ought now to try to s 0 tho Prusidcnt. 
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Reference was made to the suggestions put forth by :Ar. l1ier.kler in an 
editorial which he had written in the "Morning Journal" that d~. Mr. Meckler, 
reviewing the points ma.de by him in this editorial, said that in view of the fa.ct 
that the .A.rab s are using their conference in Alexandria, which op6ned today, as 
a demonstration against the Palestine planks in ·both party platforms, this is the 
time for us to counteract that demonstration. The plunks may become dead letters 
if they are not backed up by both candidates, and tho .Arabs aro trying to influence 
thom to remain stlent on the Palestine question. Th(;refore we nust bring pree.~.:ii·e 
io bear on the candidates to persuade them that now is the time to expres[; them
selves in appro-r-al of the planks. This should be done by the Emergency Counoil, 
Nil'. Meckler thoug~. through approaches to Mr. Roose '"el t nnd l/ir. Dewey, as well a s 
to the candidates for the House and Senate, 

Ur. Slmlman ref erred to various ru.rror s that have been circulating concerning 
a d8ci sion on Pall;) stine~to the statement made to Dr, LeSourd, director of the 
A,P.C. • by Assistant Secretary of State, Adolf Berle, that the Dri tish r1t,I'(.; hoard
ing thu remaining certificates at this tim1.:1 in order to haYe some availablo afte;r 
the war. He also drew attontion to C. L. Sulzberger's article in the New York 
Times suggesting that a decision on Palestine might be postponed to the conclusion 
of the war with Japan, In addition, while UNRRA has ap1mr-ently already made plans 
for refugee repatriation, the A.rmy was in fact already xooving refugees, as Mr. 
Gannett had pointed out in an article in the New Republic and, too, tho Inter
governmental Committee was condng into the picture. The indications a.ro that they 
will try to got as many refugees as possiblt; back to their original homes, ~o ns to 
leave as few as po sGible to go to Palontine. We rrnst insist that Jows have the 
choice of going to Palostino or back to their former hm~c:i, and thoy rrust be e;iven 
tho.t choice before millions of dollars lw:ve beun spont by UNRRA to send them bnck 
to their original home o, 

In view of nll this, Mr. ShulmJll fol t thn t we ought to start an in tonsi vo 
campnign to malu., cl cur why an early deci nion on Pnll:rntino is necc s :1n.ry. \~o c nn 
point nlno to tho procedont which has been established in the reco6nition by our 
Government of Lebnnon nnd Syrin.. We oueht to m.-~ out n ca:.:;e, throu~)l advorti se
men ts if necessni-yt to a:Jk for a decision now ond to couple thnt request with a 
domand for roprusuntation on tho variouu agencies dealing ,d th refugees. 

Dr. Silver also stroosed the importm1ce of thi::; matter nnd snid that we 
should seek n decltu-ation frum tho Prosident bufore the elections. He r&cn.llud 
that when Dr. Wise nnd ho lnst saw the President six months ngo, Hr. Roos(; elt 
had indic·,,ted ih: 1,t he would hn.ve n subsequent statemun t to mrtk:e. We hnvv n. right 
to o.sk him t o b a ek up tho duclar n.tion of hir: Pn.rty. It would bo a mistake, furthe r , 
to ignoro tho Ropublicnn Pnrty I s good will. It would bv nucessary, nlso , fer public 
opini1.Jn to gi vu u clonr lead. 

1,r. Lipsl-~ urged the importl'nco nf sooking n statl;mont fr om tho Presidunt 
at this time nnd nn t l a tl3r. 

Mr. Neumnnn said thnt oxpre ssion should bo gi von t o public cc.ncorn in regrrd 
to the v.rhclo situnti~n, nnd thn.t the visit to tho Prusidont shC'uld bo diroctod t<' 
obtnining nn imm0din.to doclnraticn en Pri.l.estine. Public moctings shculd bu hold 
md there should bu articloG in tho prose usking f e r nn 0ffici['.l stntemont < t this 
time, Our re quo ~,t for a declnrntir n shculd be unsod en the urgency c f tho pruscnt 
si tuati 0n with rog:_u-d to tho rofugooa, where they arc t c f!f.>, the fact thr,.t tho 
Palestino cortific~tcs are prn.cticnl.ly oxhnustud• tho questi cn c f Syria. nnd Lebanon. 
E>te. Mr. Noumann :use- thought th.:i.t just ns tho Ropublicrui Pn.rty plnnk c,n P:tl.c ~, tino 
wns very helpful in securing a plnnk in the Domocrntic Party pln.tfcrm, we shr:-·uld 
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ask Ur. Dewey for a. statement at the same tine as v,e ask for one from the President. 
In addition, we should get an expressiun of opinion frorr every ca.udidate. 

• Rabbi Miller said that as the Zionist political body :hn Anterica, he did not 

• 

• 

see how we could move any further without synchronizing our political activities 
with London and Jerusalem. We cannot go forward asking for things ia \fo.shington 
without knovling what thoy are doing in London. Dr. ~is and Dr. Silver should go 
to London. Trunsport&tion is not diffi~ilt at the present time • 

. Dr. \ise could not see why there should b~ any postponement of our dc.,cicions 
nnd why w could n• t proceed wi thc.ut reference to Lcndr;n. iu knew what thLy want 
in London and the;y know wbnt \'ie ~mnt -- a Ju1.7i sh Con11Tr nwoal th in th0 noarLst 
fu turo. \ie do nr t havo tc ccn sul t Dr. \ i zmn.nn f ('r that. ~.e co.nnc;t afford tn 
wait . 

After furth 1.r di scu s~dcn, it was ngrcod that an imr1.cdi r, tc apprc.nch b 1 adc 
tc the Presidont rnd a roqueut mndc fer a ri1oeting with hir.1 n.:.:; eurly as posidble. 
If we get an early appoint1!1ent, it will then be decided what t() do a.bout contactinf 
hr. Dewey. It wau further decided that the political ie:partrent prepare a. co .r 
prehensive state11ent on 11 Why a deci •· ion now11 and distribute it to the pr e~; s. 

The meeting adjourned at 6t25 P. M. 

A. L, 
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COl~FIDENTIA.L NO. 33 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 12. 1944 

A ~eting of the Executive Committee of the Ameri~ Zionist En:ergency 
Council was held Thursday, Octob er 12th, at 342 Vndison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rabbi Philip Eernstoin, Hlilip Cruso, 
Mrs~ Judith Epstein• Leon Gc,llman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Chaim Greenbur g, Mrs. Rose 
Halprin, l/a-st Rose Jacobs, Louis Lipsky, Marvin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving ~/iiller, 
Emanuel Neumann. Samuel Rothstein, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Reb ecca Shulman, Elihu 
D. Stone, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Dr. I. :B. :Berkson. ,Ju-nold K. Isre~li, Arthur Lourie, Hn.rold P. M:mson, 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

Isaiah L, Kenen• Norme..n Lourie, Judge Burnard A. Rosenblatt. 

MINUTES 

The minut e s of the Executive Committee xoo ating held September 25th were 
approved. 

STATEiv~lT S BY P AliTY LEADERS 

V~s. Epstein referred to the resolution which had been adopted at the 
previous ~eting with regard to clearing statements on major political issues 
first with the Emergency Council. She wished to have guidance on what the pro
cedure should be if Hadassal1 wished to issue a sto.teroont on partition at its 
forthcoming Convention. It was pointed out that by this time pnrtition h~d become 
a matter of genercl discu~sion ru1d that public statomonts h f',d been issue d on the 
subject both in Palo stine nnd in this country. Dr. Silver said that it would be 
appropriate for the proposed statement first to oe cleared through the Council. 

MlilETING OF GREATER ACTIONS COMMITTEE 

The following cable had been received from Mr. Ben-Gurion, 

"UNANIMOUS OPINION EXECUTIVES JERUSALEM LONDON NECESSARY P 'SE .. T JUNCTUBE HOLD 
JOINT CONSULTATION LEADERS MOVEMENT STOP IMTEND COliVEl'iE LARGER ACTIONS COMMIT'IEE 
AND BEP:nESENT.A.TIVES ZIONIST ORGJ\NIZATIONS MIDDLE NOVE?YaIBR S'IDP CHAIM WEIZMANN 
LONDON COMING PALESTINE END OCTOBER FOR MONTHS ST.A.Y STOP ESSENTIAL CONDITION 
SUCCESS CONFEhENCE PRESENCE Al~RICJ~ DELEGATION PLEASE COM1'1NICATE ALL 00 iSTITUENT 
GROUPS ASCERTAIJ.-.T NUM!Eh NAMES PAhTIOIPANTS TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS FOR SECUhING 
PRIORITlE S l3Y AIE OR BOAT WI.L~11 

ApParently not only members of tho Greater Actions Committee but, in 
addition, representative• of the Zionist Organizations were being invited to 
this meeting in Jerusalem. It was assumed that this was duo to the fa.ct that 
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there have been some chnn&cs in the leadership of the organizations since the last 

• Zionist Congress in 1939, when the present Actions Committee had boon elected. 

It was pointed out that a Palestine delegation representing the Va.nd Leumi, 

consisting of seven persons, is to attend the World Jewish Congress conference 
scheduled to be held in New York in November. It was al.so pointed out thnt it 

would be physically impossible for an .Aloorican delegation to roe.ch Po.lostine in 

time for a meeting there in November, unless they travelled by air, ru1d it would 

no doubt not be possible to obtain air priorities for a group. 

After some further discusGion, it was decided to cable to Palestine suggest

ing a postponement of the meeting until December and asking for further informa.tion; 

in the meantime the organizations would canvass the situation n.nd decide on whom 
to send as their representatives, 3Ild inquirios would be made concerning priorities. 

IMMIGRATION FROM LIBEilTED TERRITORIES 

A cable from Mr. Shertok, from London, was read in which he indicated that 

the Jewish Agency was reopening the whole question of immigration from liberated 

countries with the Colonial Office and urged that action be taken h ro to reinforce 

the representatives being made in London, in accordance with his statement to the 

press of August 30th. In this statement Mr. Shertok charged that the Palestine 

Ad.ministration was using its concern for the Jews in enemy occupied territory as a 

subterfuge to withhold from Jews in liberated areas, who alone were able to make 

use of them, immigration certificates still available under tho White Paper policy. 

Mr. Shertok said further that the Jewish Agency was determined to fight this 

• pernicious policy, which was prolonging preientable hardships. 

• 

When Mr. Shertok leanred of the action taken here by the American Jewish 

Conference in submitting a roomorandum on the subject to the British Embas riy, h 

cabled again ind.io n.ting that an approach to the Embassy was not suffiohmt, that 
we should tako up the matter with the State Department as well, in order to rein
force the representations made to the :British Go~ernment. 

In the discussion thnt followed, tho importance of this matter was stressed 

and it was urged that a delegation,representing as many organizations as possible, 

should call on Mr. Hull or Mr. Stettinius, this vi~it to be followed up by an 
appointment with the British Ambassador, and that the widest publicity should 
be given to the representations, through the liboro.l. press, etc, 

After some furth~r discussion, n motion nas made nnd adopted thnt tho ohn.ir

man be authorized to arrnnge for a delugation to go to the State Department. 

JEWISH BRIGADE 

The following cable had been received by Dr, Silver from Ur. Shertok: 

11 BEJOICE YOUR SPLENDID REACTION LATEST NEWS STOP HOPE IT IS 'HDELY REALIZED THIS 

AGENCYS ACHIEVEMENT FRUM BEGINNING TO END STOP Wl4.: BEGA.RD PARTICIPATION YOUR END 

HIGHLY DESIR.ABLE EVEN IF MERELY TOKEN iTOP IF YOU AND FRIENDS CONCUR PLEASE TA.KE 

INITIATIVE IN SECURI G .kGB.EEMENT YOUR COMPETENT AUTHORITIES FOR INCLUSIOH CERTAIN 

NUMBER AP:PLICANT S SUITABLE CLASSES WHEFEAFTER AUTHORITIES HEBE COULD B1 APPROACHED 

STOP PLEASE C.ABIE 11 

.An inquiry had been addressed to the British Consulate in New York concernin 

enlistments in the Brigade from this country, and a reply was received indicating 
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that the Consulate was prepared to receive the namos of applicants for the British 
Army, which would be s nt to England, and if approved there transportation ~rnuld b ~ 
provided for them to that country. As far as the Jewish Brigade v1as concurnc.~d, thd 
Consulate was ready to provide the srun facilities, but was not certain whether tht
requ st of the applicants to be assigned to the Brigate would be granted. Ful'th~r 
information would 1a; o to be obtained from the Embuss;y. 

In England a token number of Jews in tho British Army ~ill be permitted to 
tronsfer to the Jewish Brigade. In addition, Polish and Czech J ews whc wish to opt 
for the Brigade will be allowed to exercise that option if their commanders agree to 
their doing so. Also, non-British Jews not already in the British Army may nlist 
in the Brigade. 

In discussing the possibilities with regard to enlintmonts in th Jo~ish 
~rigado of men in this country, it did not seem advisabl~ to follow the English 
precedent and seek for the transfer even of a tokun group of Americans nlread.y 
drafted. There seemed no reason, however. why we $hould not etnrt an active 
campaign to enroll non-citizens who are not ~11bject to the draft ~d in addition 
the question should be considered of those, whether ru.i ns or citizens, wh'- were 
for one rec.son or r..'1other not being taken by the .American Army (e.g. today the Army 
was not taking certain classes over 26) and who yet might be suitable for enlistment 
in the Brigade. There might be applicants, too, among the Oswego refugees. The 
matter should also b~ considered as to whether so far as non-citizens nlr ndy 
drafted wero concerned, the right should be sought to have such cas~s opt into 
the Jewish Brigad. 

It was decided to investigate the legal anpects involved and to approach the 
War Department and the State Department and make full inquiries as to their attitude 
in the matter. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE C FEitENCE IN PHIL.ADEL HIA 

It was reported that ' the .AmcriccU1 Pal estine Committee conferonc~ h ld in 
Philadelphia on Octobor 10th had beon ,ery succe sful. Tho dinner which clos~d 
the confer~nce hnd been attended by ovrr 550 peopl , almost nll non-Jewish. Most 
of the addresses were excellent, pariicularly that of Dr, Niebuhr at the dinner 
and that of Prof. Friedrich at the afternoon session. Another outstanding speech 
was that of a young minister, Rev. Wendell Phillips, Rector of Christs• Churcui, 
Rye, N. Y., a fine orator and one who understands our problem V(,ry well. Rt-v. 
Phillips had liv6d among the Arabs for throe yea.rs and he dealt with tho question 
of Arab opposition to Zionism in a clear nnd forthright manner, attacking very 
effectively the Beyrouth University influenc, .Arab prop·gnuda in this country, etc. 

Dr. Eduard Lindeman, of the New York School of Social Research of Columbia 
University, spoke at the afternoon session to an audience consisting mostly of 
Christian ministers. This was Dr. Lindeman's first speech on the Zionist question 
and it was an effective presentation. 

Other speakers were: Dr. Atkinson, who presided at the afternoon session. 
Dr. I.owdermilk, Dr. Poltng, Dr. A. A. Nownan of Dropsio College, and Judge Maxoy. 

The ministers who attended the conferences appeared to be very much improssod. 
The sessions received an excollont press in Philadulphia. 

•AMERICAN .WD PALE ST INE11 

Di:. Silver sto.tod that the first copies of "America .and Palestine" had come 
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in that day and he was holding a press conference that evening in conneotion with 
the book. With regard to the distribution of the book, it will be plac,ed wh r e it 
will do the most good. 

Mr. Lipsky r oferred to the devotion and tiroloss ffort of Mr. Reub en Fink 
in editing the book in a volunteer capaoity" a tedious and laborious task; :md also 
to the hard work which Miss Sulamith Schwartz put into its final prepa r a tion. A 
resolution of gratitude to Wir. Fink and Miss Sch\11artz was adopted un~mimously. 

PASSING OF WENDELL W ILLKIE 

The death of Mra Wendell Willkie was noted with deep regret. Lr. •i lkie 
had been a good friend of Zionism. and had been one of the first to join the A.P.C. 
Dr. Silver had sent a telegram to V~s. Willkie on behalf of the Emergency Council. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Silver reported tha.t Senator Taft had undertaken to inquire of the fla:r 

Department whether the Palestine Resol~tion pending before Congress could not b e 
takon u.p again. .At the same tiroo a doJ.ogation consistine of Dr. Hise , Mr. Shul 
and senator Wagnor had been sent to the \iar DepartL1ent und had conferred with 
llt-, ,cCloy, Assi stn.nt secretary of \iar. Four or fiv o day ~ o.go Sona.tor Tuft 
telephoned Dr~ SilvGr nnd told him tha t ho had talked ith 1;r. ~cCloy, who s:. id 
that the mat tor had been discussed by tho Wur Department peopl e o.nd r1hile ther 
wa'& somo differe~co of opinion they nrri vcd at !"I, d0ci sion that there were no lone.-cr 
military r n.sons for asking dofcrlll3nt of the re~olutions, thc.t tho IDD.ttcr rms now 
to be regarded as purely political. Senator Taft is no,.r a\'1ai ting a confirmatory 
letter .from the War Department. 

Mr~ Shulman reported on what Dr. Wise had told him ~hen he visited him at . 
his home the previous evening (Dr. Wise was ill and confinud to bed), about his 
visit to the Presid8nt. 

. . 
The letter which had been sent to the Prenident by Dr. iiso and Dr. Silver 

asking for an appointment had been followed up by a letter from senator Wagner to 
the President urging him to meet with the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council. 
This was in aecordunce with the decision of the pr vious cting of the Exooutivo, 
that it was not advisable to have Senator WB€Ilor sco tho President himself on our 
business but that the Senator \1rite to Mr. Roosevelt askin0 him to see Dr. Silver 
and Dr. Wise. 

Tho letter to the President from Dr. Silver and Dr. ijise had been sont on 
September 26th. A few days later Senator Wagner sent hiE lotter. A fuw dqs 
after that, about a week ago, Mr. Shulman spoke to Dr. Wis, who was disturbed that 
there had boen no answer as yot from tho \thi te House. Mr, Shulman asked Senator 
iagner whether he had had any roply to his commmicntion, but ho also had not yet 
heard from the 1bitu House. Mr. Shulman therefort: urgod Sonator \1ogner to call up 
the white House, and see whethor ha could arrange an appointment for the; co-chairmJn 
of the Council vii th the President. On October 11th Sonntor \'0D1er triod to ro['.ch 
Ur. Shulman but he was out of his offioe, nnd when ho col.led him later in the day 
he was unablo to contact the Sonntor until late that afternoon.Senator Wagner told 
him then that an appointment was made for Dr. f{i se at the \white House and that Dr. 
Wise had probably seen the President by that time. That afternoon Mr. Shulman 
learned that Dr. lise was returning to New York about 9:00 o'clock and could see 
him for a few minutes which Mr. Shulman did. It appeared that Dr. \iise had been 
in Chicago the previous day when a wire arrived at his homo from tho fui to Hou.so 
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o.sking him to coxoo to the \"bite House, Mrs. Wise had contacted him in Chicago and 
he had gone on at once to 'n ashington. 

Dr. v,ise told Mr. Shulman that in the course of hie discussion with the 
President, there was a reference to the campaign and the President said he wanted 
to send a message to Senator ~agner. That brought up the question as to what wo.s 
to be contained in that message. 

The President told Dr. jise that the Pnlostine plnnk in the Democratic P~rty 
platform had his full support, that the mntter ought to be settled as soon ns 
posbiblc, that it should be settled by the mo.chincry of th Uni tcd Nntions, or, 
if that is delayod, by Great :Sri to.in ond the U.S.A. 

Dr. jise hr>.d the improosion, N.r. Shulm~ s~id, th'\t the question hhd b en 
discussed between I.fir. Rooso.,ul t nnd Mr. Churchill during tho latter ts ruc011t visit. 

Dr. \•ise \7ns new in bed with tho flu. He hD.d n. tenperature and the doctor 
refused to let him go out. 

The letter from the president to Senator Wagner, if it comes out, should be 
satisfactory, said Mr. Shulman. He had discussed it with Dr. Silver that morning, 
and Dr. Silver had suggested certain important changes which it was hoped to ha , e 
accepted. 

There was no doubt that the question of the campaign for Senator I s Wagnor I s 
·e-election in New York in particular o.nd the problems of the political cr.mpaie;n 

in general had bcun an importnnt factor in the uhole m...~ttcr. 

Judge Ro scnblntt said that there wns one thing uorrying him, raid thnt w .. ~s 
• that our danger wns not partition, but bi-national.ism. 

• 

Y~. Neumann asked whether Dr~ Wise had said anything about why Dr. Silver 
was not informed of his meeting ~ith the President. Dr. Silver had learned of it 
only from the report in The New York Times that 100rning. 

f- Dr. Silver, referring to the proposed mezsag which the Presid~nt was to 
send to Senator Wagner!' said he was ready to offer suggestions for the statemont, 
but that did not muan appro al on his part of tho procedure. This body voted 
against using the interview to ask for a statement for the Zionist Con cntion. 
It had voted to discuss our problems with the President, and we may not g0t another 
appointioont for six months. 

~~- Segal said he was shocked to see that wo do not handle our affairs 
vi s-a,..vi a the ·1hi to Hou so as a body of our standing ond importance should. ·-hen 
ho saw tho it min the press about tho ~isit to the Pr sidcnt, ho did not know t~~t 
it hnd not cleared through the Eroorg~ncy Council. 

There was a glaring contrast in the reports in the press of how the Poles 
had presented their case to the President - in a forthright and dignified manner. 
The presentation of our case created doubts in the minds of many as to whether this 
was the way to proceed. 

At the last meeting we had a lengthy discussion on the question of procedure. 
We did not want to have the main issue sidetracked by a message. Row we have been 
sidetracked • 

v~. Segal was an admirer of the President, but he felt hurt at the inadequate . 
attention given b7 him to the question of Palestine. It was largely our ow fault. 
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Mr. Segal felt that we had never brought to the President's attention how we felt 
about his approach to our problems. We were not rm.naging our affairs with the 
White House in a dignified manner • 

Dr. Silver said that when Mr. Segal said "wen, he did not think that he 
wanted to be included. He referrecf~he stateJOOnt made b7 Dr. Wise when he emerged 
from the meeting with the President, and reported in the press, namely, th'lt he 
did not know for whom ho nould vote, for the President or for the D mocratic 
candidate. It was not proper for a Zionist spokesman appearing on Zionist businesc• , 
to give the impression that the whole Zionist movement was tied to the Demcratic 
party. The co-chairman was not even told after the meeting with the President what 
had happened. Sich a situation indicates a spiritual rottenness in the mvement. 

Mr. Lipsey thought that it was a serious situation which confronted the 
Emergency Council. Whatever the explanation may be, there IIllst be an ngreeroont 
in the Emergency Council as to policy. Somehow or other there has developed a 
looseness of approach which is detrimental to our interests and will lead us into 
difficulties. There is no reason why Dr. Wise should not see the President 
privately; no one can prevent him from doing so. But the publicity in the press 
puts the Zionist movelll3nt in a bad position. It is very unbecoming to the Zionist 
movement in .America for the chairman of the E~rgency Council to s e the Prcsid nt 
for the purpose of soliciting a letter to be sent to the ZOA convention. It 
minimizes the value of the statement to have it come in the form of a letter to 
be read at the Convention. What we want is a forthright declaration of policy. 
We have come to the stage in the Emergency Council whore we have no control over 
the w~ things are done. ~,e have a right to ask Dr. Wise to come to the next 
meeting and ask him to explain • 

Mr. Greenberg said that on the strength of what we know today, without wait
ing for Dr. Wise 1 s explanation, some remarks are in place. The President has a 
perfect right to umra:>n any citizen of the United States to see him. Dr. Vise has 
a perfect right to b a devout Democrat, as he wa s for a number of years. Ho bas 
a right to discuss with the President election problems and finnncial problems - it 
1s none of our business. But that is a different matter from discussing our 
problems. This body asked for an appointment for two of 1 s representatives to 
see the President. Perhaps the initiative was ta.ken by the President in bringing 
up th& question of Zionism. In that case, Dr. Wise should have said he was not at 
libert7 to discuss that now. Of course we will have to discuss this question with 
Dr. Wise at the noxt meeting. We 1111st work out a clear code of beha7icur in our 
Eioorgency Council. 

Mr. Greenberg offered one practical suggestion - that everything possible be 
done to get no word from the President to the Convention, otherwise we will probably 
get a message of the conventional kind. The people connected with the White House 
should be informed that we do not seek a message from the Presidt..nt \lilless we are 
sure that 1 t will not be a "Rosh Hasha.nab message". 

Replying to Mr. Sbulman 1s question as to whether, if the message said the 
President endorsed the plank in his Party's platform, it would be acceptable, Mr. 
Greenberg said that no candidate does not endorso tho platform of his party. Th 
only declaration that would be of value would be a statement binding on the Am ricnz. 
Government • 

Mr. Lowcnth~ thought the committee should eonsidor ma.ttors which are mare 
fundaloontal quosti ns of pc,licy. We have got to make up ur minds o.s Zir nists if 
the Zicnist mveroont is a tail to the DemcrRtic Party or if we are interest din 
building up a Jewish Commonwealth in Po.lestine. °'1r procedure shculd be based en 
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how best we can get a Jewish Commonweal th. That job i~ a job for generations. 
There will not always be a Democratic Party in power, and we mist not a s a moven:ent 
tie ourselves to that Party • 

Rabbi Gold said that in view of what happened at the previous me ting, it 
was natural that we should feel indignant this morning at the statement in the 
press. We do not know what will be the results of the elections and mst avoid 
placing ourselves in an impossible position. Something ought to be done to offset 
the impression which has been created, and to make clecr that the Zionist roovemont 
as such has no opinion whatsoever on the electirns. Further, a message should be 
forwarded to the ~hite House expressing our regret that we have not yet received a 
reply to our letter asking for an appointment. we asked for a delegation to bo 
received to discuss Zionist policy and ve ha.ire a right to insist that a delegation 
be recei\ed at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Mr. Neumann proposed that we request all our Zionist friends, leaders and 
officers of this committee to refrain from pursuing further the course which has 
been begun, of securing a message from tho President to Stnator Wagner. Vu-. 
Neumann thought 1 t was a mo st unfortunate thing that has be8n stnrted. It was 
directly contrary t o what we decided. It is amazing thnt mer.hers ~f cur coz::unittoc 
should proceed alcng lines contrary to our decison. Hhat has happened 1s a 
Violation of our decisions on various counts. \,e hnd discus :.;ed o.t our l ast meeting 
a statement from Ya-. Roosevelt und Mr. Dewey, ruid decided th,'.~t we refrain from 
going to Mr. Dewey n01J, end approach the President ns the President of t ie United 
Stntes and not . a.s n candidate. \,hat we wanted wa s ft declaration from the Prcsid · nt 
of the United Stutes. The little thr t is left cf the ba.rgninmgposi ticn of the 
Jewish people we sell f or a me ss of potage. \ ~anted t c hnv · a full discussicn 
with the President, net only a message, but policy nnd acti r n . 

In the first place we had decided that the co-chairmen jointly should be 
reaeived. Secondly, we decided that no n:essage of the usua1 ~ind be solic1t~d for 
the ZOA Convention and thirdly, we had decided that we ough£7io get the kind of 
declaration we had in mind through a friend. It did not comport with the dignity 
of the Zionist movement. 

There has been violation of all three decisions: 

l. The two co-chairmen did not go. The meeting with Dr. Wise grew 
out of the request for a meeting. It is only lementary that the co
chairman of the Execut17e should have b en informed. 

2. With regard to the decision not to have a ioossage to the Convention, 
aocording to the reports in the press Dr. Wise went for that xpr ss 
purpose . 

3. We are to have the xoossage through an intermediary. 

Wu-. Newmann through we could not pass judgment, until we ha:ve bad a complete 
discus sion with Dr. ~ise, and we should have thnt within the next 48 hours if 
possibl e. Pending that, we hav a right to ask our own members, until w hnvc 
clarified the position, t o desist frcm pursuing the pnrticular course which had 
been initiated. \lhat was tho god cf our sitting here deciding at length en pro
cedure if our decisions are thrown to the winds. The Convention has plenty to do 
without that particu.lar message. The members of our committee should not be engaged 
in negotiating on its contents. 

Va-. Ne1.1mann urged that w~ have a iooeting of as many members of our commit tee 
as can be there, in Atlantic City. 
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Mr. Shulman referred to the question of discipline and procedure and said 
thie should be determined after Dr. Wise had had the opportunity to make a statement . 
.A.part from that, however, Dr_. Wise has the right and the duty personally to se th 
President whenever 0ccasion offers. At the last meeting Va-. Shulman had pointed 
out that this body is not able to legislate for the President and for Senator Wagn r. 
we have no basis for believing that Dr~ Wise put the machinery into motion in order 
to get the statement to be sent to Senator ·agner. 

Dr. Sil ,er asked whether Dr. \ ·1 se was asked by this commit tee to go to th 
President and ask for a statement for the ZOA Conv ntion . 

Continuing, Mr. Shulinc'ID said th~t regarding Mr. Noumnnn' s proposal that 
nothing further be done with regard to the message, he understood the message has 
already been formulated. It had been gone over by v~. Shulman together with Dr. 
Silver. Senator Wagner will probably receive it tomorrow in the mail. Nu. Shulman 
said he was in no position to ask the Senator not to read the message at the 
Convention. 

Dr. Silver asked Mr. Shulman how he became so active in the matter. Tho 
Committee did not ask him to write to Senator Wagner. 

Vu. Shulmnn pointed out that in pursuance of the decision tnken at the last 
ireeting he bad been specifically instructed by Dr. Silver to see Sen~tor ~ngncr 
ugain with a view to urging the Sen tor to change his pl:m fer trying t o get a 
message from the President, and instead to have him, in the interest cf the cause, 
ask the President to see Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise. Our desire to honor Senator 
wagner could be shown in some other wey. Mr. Shulman had accordingly gone down 
to see Senator Wagner and had helped in drafting a letter for him to the President, 
asking for such an appointment, which Senn.tor \vagn r had sent off. Shortly there
after he had receiv- d a telophone call from llir. Sbri.piro, who hnd told him thc.,t 
Dr. Silver wished to lmow vhat the developments wer ith regard to Senator ,ngier. 
Mr. Shulman inforzood Mr. Shapiro that he had gotten him to change his mind and that 
the letter had been sent off. This information~~. Shapiro said he was conveying 
to Dr. Silver. ~nator Wagner had told ~. Shulman that he xpectcd to hear from 
the \\'hi te House in a few days and when Ya-. Shulmoo. got no further news from the 
S nator hf.:: rclllg him agnin nnd was told thn.t he still had no thing to report. hnt 
happened sub sequcntly, vu. ~man had already repcrtcd in his eo.rlicr stntezoont. 

With reference to tho suggestion of ovt)rzealLusness, a. Spulman said that 
he was very ready to abide by the judgment of the CoIIIIlittee. 

' 

Mr. Gellman referred to Mr. Lowenthal 's remarks that we should clarify for 
ourselv s whcth r care Denx>crats or Zionists, and cxpr~sscd criticism of Dr. 
Wise's statement as it appeared in the press. 

Va-. Cruso an.id that h qu ·stioned the wisdom of seeking to pr .vent the 
issuance of the message. If it had not been publicized in the press, it would be 
different. But as it is the effoct would be unfavorable to the cause. Instead it 
might be more advisable to ask 1111". Dewey also to submit a stateroont to the ZO.A. 
Convention. 

Mrs. Epstein thought it would be most unwise to stop that statement at this 
stage. Sh did not know what the statement contained. If it is the kind of state
ment we are looking for, whether it be from V~. Roosevelt as candidate or as 
President it does not matter that it will coi:oo tc the Convention. 
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Dr. Silver thought there ought to be a resolution adopted by this body, 
properly passed, for our own internal procedure and discipline, to the effect 
that whenever any member of our group 1s on a mission representing the Zicnist 
mo~exoont, he should refrain from injecting partisan politics into the matter. 

Babbi Gold moved that such a resolution be adopted. Seconded by lfll'. 

Neumann. Passed. 

Dr. Silver said be had seen the draft statement. It might ha.vo b een a 
disastrous statement, he said. The first pnrt was all right; it stated th~t the 
President as a cundidate approves the plank in the Demccratic Party platform. 
(The President was obliged to sey 11 as a C[Uldidnte 11 , otherwise it would have had 
to clear with Mr. Hull and possibly Mr. Churchill). The statement then went on 
to sa:y that implementation must take place at the hands of the United Nations, or, 
at the hands of the .Aln3ricnn and British Governm~nts. The second reference is 
good - it puts the responsibility on the United Stats and Great Britain. The 
first might be used to achieve postponement. 

Dr. Silver said he had not seen the fincl draft that had been submitted to 
the President for approval. If the message embodies wh~ the indicated with the 
objectionable phrases out, it is net n. bnd stateraent, nnd may do us gocd. It puts 
the President in support of the plank in the Demcratic Party platform. 

This other matter, however, of tying up the statement Dr. Wise receiv d from 
the President with an endorsement of the Domcratic Party called for action, and 
the only ap,ropriate action as Dr. Silver saw it was for him to get a simil~ 
statement from Mr. Dewey, to indicate that there is no partisanship in the Zionint 
movement. Fortunately . Mr. Dewey was in town that d~ and Dr. Silver had procured 
a statement from him. 

Dr. Silver read the statement issued by Mr. Dewey. (The statement had b en 
read very carefully both by Mr. Dulles and by Wu-. Dewey himself). 

Mr. Rothstein said he did not object to the statement, but its form gavo the 
impression that injected into it was propaganda for the Republicans. 

Dr. Silver said he would have preferred neither message, but a message 
from~~. Dewey was necessary in view of the situation. 

Rabbi Miller recalled that it was decided at tho last ma ting that following 
a statem€nt from J.r. Roosevelt, wo should try to get one from Mr. Dewey. 

The me eting adjourned at 6:30 P. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 14 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD OCTOBER 30, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Monday, 

October 30th, at 8: 15 P. M. , at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Miss Juliet Benjamin, Rabbi Philip S. 

Bernstein, Maurice Boukstein, Mrs. Judith ::@pstein, Mosho Furmansky, Paul L. Goldman, 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. So Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Mrs. 

Rose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, Miss Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Irving 

Lipkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Israel Mereminski, Isaac Naidit~h., Emanuel Neumann, 

Mrs. Tamar Pool, Judge Bernard A. Rosonblatt, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Samuol 

Rothstein, Herman Shulman, Mrs .. Rebecca Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Robert 

Szold, David Wertheim. 

Dr. I. Be Berkson, Arnold K3 Isreeli, Hans Lamm, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 

Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim. 

Dr. Noy Furman of the Keren Hayesod in Chile, Isaiah L. Kenen, Dr. Luis 

Lamas, President of the Keren Heyosod in Chilo, Rabbi Josso Schwartz of tho 

Canadian Zionist Organization~ Zorach Warhaftig, Baruch Zuckerman, 1rs. Rachel 

Yarden. 

Apologies wore received from Mrs. Schoolman and Mr. Segal • 

The chairman welcomed the visitors from Chile~ Dr~ Lamas spoke briefly, 

bringing greetings from the Jowa of Chile, who, he said, deeply appreciated tho 

work the American Zionists are doing through the Zionist organizations in this 

country and the Emergency Council. 

PRES ID~ t S S.TATEMENT 

Cables were read which had been received by Dre Silver and Dr. Wise from 

Dr. Weizmann, from Mr. Ben-Qu.rion, on behalf of the Executive of tho Jewish Agency 

and tho Jewish Community in Palestine, and from Dr. Goldmann, congratulating thom 

on their splendid success in bringing about the President!s historic statement on 

Palostino. 

RESOLUTION PENDING IN CONGRESS 

Dr. Silver, introducing the discussion on the political work, reported that 

in anticipation of the reconsideration of the Resolutions when Congress reconvenes, 

the Emergency Council has been ongagod stimulating afresh tho interest of the 

members of the House and Senato Foreign Relations Committees. The local emergency 

committees in the communities in which these members rosido had been asked to 

approach them again and bring them up to date on recent developments and to suggest 

that early action on the Rosolutions when Congress roconvonos would be desirable. 

The replies received so far are gratifying. Mr, Bloom has announced publicly that 

he will call together the members of the Foreign Affairs Committee tho day after 

Congress meets. Word has not yet been received from Senator Connally as to when 

he expects to get the Senato Foreign Relations Committee together. 



., 
• 

• 

• 
l 

• 

- 2 -

In the meantime all the members of Congress have received copies of the 
book "America and Palestine", which contains statements on Palestine by nearly 400 
members of tho present Congress. It was suggested to the local emergency coII1C1ittcos, 
through whom tho book was distributed, that in each case the presentation of the 
book be made the occasion of a ceremony of some sort, and publicized. This was 
done in many cases. 

The prospects for the passage of the Resolutions are better now, for several 
reasons: a) the War Department has lifted its ban, - an important new factor; 
b) tho adoption of Palestine planks by both political parties; and c) the statements 
issued by the President and the Republican presidential candidate endorsi?li; the 
Jewish Commonwealth. These are encouraging factors in the situation and we hope 
will prove the decisive factors. However, Dr. Silver felt that we should not be 
unduly optimistic, because for one thing the State Department has not declared 
itself on the Resolutions. Dr. Wise and he had hoped to have some infonnation as 
to the ~titude of the State Department the following day, when they wore to moot 
with Hr. Stottinius. 'But Mr. Stettinus had asked for a postponement of the appoint
ment u.~til November 9th. 

The other uncertain factor is that on the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
there are four or five determined opponents of tho Resolutions who mey causo 
difficulties. It would probably be oasior to havo the Resolutions acted upon in 
the Senato Foreign Relations Committee. 

Further, we must consider tonight whether it is advisable to seek a revision 
of the wording of the Resolution. We ought to faco the possible consequences of 
tr;yinB to make any change. It mey evoke op~o8ition on the part of a few people, 
and perhaps further hearings, which would involve carrying over the Resolutions 
to the next Congress. The desire for a change i n tho wording hinges around tho 
word "ul timatoly". We would all like to havo t hat word omi ttcd but must realize 
the possible consequences of seeking a change at thi s stage. 

Judge Rothenberg said that for the purpose of discussion he wanted to throw 
in a new idea. Was it at all necessary to press for the Resolutions to be pas sed 
by Congress! Whon we started our efforts to havo the Resolutions introduced into 
Congress we were in a rather weak position. Since then much has happonod. Wo ha e 
had a statement from the Republican candidate anda.fl plank in tho Rcpublicn.n and 
Democratic Party platforms; above all, we have had/unequivocal and very excellent 
statement from the President of the United States. There is not much that can bo 
added by a Resolution from Congress at this juncturo. It may bo that lator on we 
will need to have a Resolution from Congross in order to influence tho President 
at th~t pocul~r time. But now, after ru.l thnt has hnppcned, why is it necessary 
to invite a discussion again, and have our enemies present their views again? 

Mrs. Pool expressed the opinion that we ought to postpone making a decision 
until c:.ftor the Stnto Department poople havo been seen, 

Dr. Goldstein assumed that in the eventuality that it is decided to go 
through with tho Resolutions it is our policy not to press them unless we have a 
dofinito unmistaknblo cloarnnce from the State Department. It seemed to him also 
that if it is possible we ought to get some assurance from the President that 
there will be no interferonce from tho State Dopa.rtmont . 

W1 th rogard to the word "ul tima.tcly", Dr. Goldstein was inclined to view 
the inclusion of that word with a good deal of concom. It was conceivnblo th~t 
tho formula ndopted by tho American Jewish Conferonco would achieve a more 
r.pproximo.to expression of our aims than a Resolution including the word "ultimately", 
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which connotes a very long period. In tho light of tho wording of tho planks in 
the party platforms• tho statomonts from tho President ana the Ropublicn.n cE'-11didatc, 
it might even imply a retreat. 

Mr. Shulman felt that any action with regard to the Resolution must be 
weighed very carefully. in view of what we have ru.ready gained. When tho Resolu
tions were introduced in Congress it was believed that by gotting an expression 
from the American people through their duly elected representatives, we ~ight 
be able to influence the executive branch of the government. Wo now had a clear 
and specific statement on the part of the Executive. It was likely that in the 
course of the next few months decisive talks would ta.kc place between tho highest 
representatives of our government and tho highest roprosentativos of other govern
ments. Ho wondered whcthor we should risk any possibility of negative action on 
tho Resolutions. That did not moan that he thought wo would not be able to got 
the Resolutions through, but the question was in what form. As Dr. Silver had 
pointed out, there aro several people on the Foreign Affairs Comnittee who aro 
not with us. Mr .. Shulnan referred to Mr. Wadsworth's lotter to tho Council for 
Judaism published in thoir recent Infomation Bulletin. He hcd also been infomed 
that Mr. Bloon hnd received requests froM tho American Council for Judn.is~ to 
reopen the hearings on the Resolutions. If that request is comr.iunic~ted to five 
or six pooplo who arc in nny case opposed to tho Resolutions, they nay force now 
hoaril'\gs on Mr. Bloo~. In additim, people who might oppose us have other weapons 
which they might use. If !t were to be a unanimous Resolution it would be one 
thing, but otherwise it will have to go to the Rules Committee. The risks are 
coneidernble and if we should decide to go forwnrd with the Resolutions at this 
time it can only be done after wo hnve hnd real assurances that we cnn put it 
through. Those assurnncos should bo received not only from tho State Do~rtrnont 
but from the President, but not for tho rensons indic['..tcd by Dr, Gold.stein. Wo 
should nscertru.n from tho President whether his hands would be strongthonod by 
bringing tho matter before Congress. 

Mr. Mereminski said we should not make the matter appear simpler than 
it is. He thoughtthe statements of Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Dewey, if they nrc in 
earnest about them, arc greater achievements than the Resolution would be if it 
is passed. Tho question is how to assure that they will remain in earnest. It 
is important that after tho oloctione, Mr. Roosovolt should mf\ko a similar state
ment. 

With regard to the word "ultimatoly11 , we will be harming ourselves if we 
retain that word. Mr. Morcr.iineki wo.s opposed to including it; but he was not 
aure that we ought to got into a discussion about it. If we do, they mey truce 
out this word and insert another wordo Tho wording of the Conference resolution 
wns alao satisfcctory. A majority is the guarn.ntee of the Commonwealth but we 
must demrmd a Co~omreal th now, im r.edintely after the war. 

We n~e fighting for our rights and the question is whether we hnvo tho right 
to h~vo a Commonioalth in Palestine~ Our opponents racy ask how we can hnvo a 
Conmonwoal th without a najori ty o Our anawer will be that '° s a Commonweal th we 
will use nll our economic resources to obtain a majority If we do not get a 
Commo:1wecl th in PaJ.estine now everything we have in Polos tine will be endt'.ngered. 
W domc.ndcd a Commonwealth at tho Biltmore Conference because without it we cannot 
go any furthero 

• :1r Mereminski urged tnat wo await the arr1 val of Dr. Goldmann d Dr. 
~omard Joseph, who are expected any dey now, to obtain certain additional 
information from them. 
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Mr. Lipsky believed that the statement of the Prosident docs not ma.kc 
undesirable tho passage of tho Resolution. :rho statement of the Presidont is 
still on expression of opinion on tho part of one who is ontanglcd inn politicnl 
campaign. Unless that statement is incorporated in tho program of tho oxocutivo 
brnnch it is not important. Mr. Roosevelt can sey nftor the elections thnt ho mndo 
the statement in good faith, that ho moans it, but ho cnnnot perform. Wo thought 
the Resolution of 1922 was of littlo importance, because it came aftor tho B~lfour 
Declaration mid after the Mandato, but as a matter of fact it had on inportnnt 
bearing on our situation when tho matter cane up again. A Resolution adopted by 
eongross, as far ns our case 1s concornod, has groator weight than oven a statoncnt 
from tho President. It is very important that the :Resolutions be adopted now when 1 

the iron is hot, when both political parties have spoken and tho Proaidont is on 
record. It would aerve no purpose to wait long. We should, of course, ta.lee every 
precaution to see that the proper Resolution is adopted, and that tho nocossary 
assurances are obtained. 

Mr. Szold said that assuming we a~o to go forward with the Resolutions, he 
also assumed that we will take tho normal precnutions. With regard to tho word 
"ultimately", Mr. Szold rocollod tho decision that it was moro ndvisablo to 
proceed with the Resolution in tho form in which it had bcon introduced, but that 
some time during the discussions an attempt would be made tJ get the word 
"ultimately" out. We have had a decl_aration by the Democratic Party which cones 
out in clear terms for a Jewish Commonwealth nnd a similar statement from the 
Republican Party without the word "ultimately" in it. If in tho face of that 
record we ask for something less, it seems a very cloar retreat. 

In tho American Jewish Conforonce Rosolution, we not only asked for a 
Jcwiah Commonwealth but went further and said to tho world that wo want a majority 
in Palestine. There, ere lots of pooplc who thought before that that it was not 
wise to ask for a majority. Pooplo cnn sey that whcR?ask for a froe and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth and n majority now,it is undemocratic. l3ut'wo claim that our 
people as a national group aro also ontitlod to their freedom. If our oncnies nsk 
why we wont the word flultinately" out of the Resolutions, the D.llswor is thnt it is 
unnecossaT'J ~nd subject to misinterpretation. 

If we do not get a Jewish Comroonwealth now, we shall be faced with a truste& 
ship. bove all, we nust avoid any sort of deTioe for postponing a decision in 
principle now, for a free and democratic Jewish Cot nwealth 3Ild a majority. We 

\' ill have readon to regret it if 'i t: say wo o.re nc t ready f er Comroonwoal th now 
and it is th bctt r purt r f wisdom t o aim at this pclitical objective f crthwith. 

Ya:-. idi toh stated that when the En1<~rgoncy Council decided t o go ahead 
vrith the Rescluti s we understcod the risks, but wo had t c to.ke them. W did 
this, however, at n time uhen wo had nothing to lose. Tho situaticn now is quite 
different. We hn.ve the statomen ts fr f' m the President ond th Republican candidate
statements calling f er a free and democratic Jewish C0 nwoalth. It hns be n 
pcinted cut that t1ero are risks involved in pishing the R scluti . Mr. aiditch 
thaight the matter should be discussed with England az d Palestine and that wo 
shruld not rush into a decision. 

t~. eumann said theru wore a great r y isroes raised in this discussion. 
Sc. me of tho speakers have tiod up cur ultimate decision en the question of the 
Ressluti "" ns with tho actim thnt we may anticipnte on the JE,rt of the Government 
and en the part cf tho President. Perhaps it w uld bEJ woll f er us to ha.vo a 
cccplete pie-bu.re regarding tho situation at that end bef0re reaching a decision 
regarding the Resoluticas. 
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Yo are now to some extent p~ing the price for our failure to clarify for 
ourselves.what we mean when we speak of a Jewish Commonwealth now. For oxnmplo, 
when some our friends spoak of a Jowish Commonwealth now do we moan a political 
docisim now with regard to a Commonwealth, or tho aotting up of a Jewish Govern
ment nowT Those are two different things. Similarly, doos Mr. Moreminsld moan 
that we want to ask that a Jewish government be established in Palestine now while 
we arc in a minority, without en intervening trusteeship, or what docs he moan! 
If we moan thc.t we want a poll ticnl decision now th~.t we aro to have n. Colilfilonwco.lth, 
we a.re all agreed on that. If we mean to go beyond that obviously we oust clarify 
for ouraelvos juat wha, we intend to ask for. In view of the discussion involved 
in raising all these questions, it mey not be possible to reach o. decision that 
evening, 

Mr. Neumann emphasized that he was not necesso.rily opposed to putting 
forwnrd this or any other domand but it was essential for us to be clear in our 
own minds .. 

With regard to the major questicn, ns to whethor it is advisable to try to 
get the Resolution brought out, despite tho truly historic statomonts that we havo 
hnd, Mr. Neumann felt that we havo a groat denl to gain by having registered 
action by tho Amoricn.n Congress •. Evon if tho President should reaffirm his state
ment after his election and s~ak then as President and not as a candidate. the 
Resolutions will be valuable. Mr. Lipsky had referred to tho value of tho 1922 
Resolution. Presidents come and go, but Resolutions passed by Congroes remain. 
Tho President's statcmont is tho personal opinion of tho President, not yot of 
the legislative branch • 

Mr. Noumnnn snid he recognized tho risks: obviously we must talco all 
necessary precuations. Wo should howover al.so consider the psychologiccl. and 
politiccl effects of dropping tho Rosolutiono nt this state. 

Mr. ~oukstcin recalled that nt n number of previous meetings, tho question 
of the word "ultimo.tely" was mi sod and he thought it was decided at that time 
that we would try to get it out of the Resolution. The word "ultimately" will 
lnter bo usod against us just as the wording of tho Balfour Declaration was used 
against us. SupPoaing that it were true that most of the Jews of Europe have 
been annihilated and that there will not be enough Jews to go to Palestine to 
constitute a mejority thero, does that moan that wo do not want a Conmonwoalth 
nowt Wo cannot make such a decision without the rest of tho movement. 

Mr. Boukstoin pointed out thnt •o got tho Rosolution throlJ&h at this timo 
will mean nothing, sinco it is tho executive branch of the Govorl'ltlont, W1dor our 
constitutional sot-up, which denl.s with foreign affairs. He beliovod that if we 
nro to proceed with tho Resolution the word "ultimately" muet be romovod. 

Judge Lovinthe.l pointed out that this discussion indicntos that wo ought to 
clarify tho terms we Zionists uso. Thoro should bo n clarificntion of vhn.t wo 
moan by a Comoonwoalth. Whon at tho Bilt~oro we domandod the right to control 
iJruT1igration without boing a majority that meant we weanted to net ns a Govornr.icnt 
whilo being a □inority. The ordinary rules of dcnocracy cannot bo applied. Tho 
one and a half millions of Jows in Europa aro inchoate citizens of PRlostino in 
so far as they intend to go to Paleatlne • 

Judge Levinthal thought Judge Bothenberg'e argument sound. The purpose of 
the Resolutions was twofold: a) to get the executive branch to act: and b) to do 
a job of public rel&tions in the countr;y - to have the issue discussed openly. 
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The planks in the Democratic and Republico.n platforms were adopted unanimously; the 
Resolutions mey not be adopted unanimously. Is it wise, after obtnining the unnni
mous pl~'llko, to whittle them down nnd get something lcssT 

Judge Lcvinthnl suggested th~t tho Emergency Council should immodiutoly 
after the elections place nn advertisement in the New York Times and in five or 
ten othor newspapers in the country pointing out that enlightened Americn.n opinion 
supports the Zionist program, nnd including the party plmiks and tho cnndid~tes• 
statomcnts. 

The argument that wo h~ve hoard about tho word "ultimately" strcnthons 
Judge Rothenbcrg's suggestion, Judge Levinthal believed. He thorcfore thought it 
wns r..dvisable to wcl t. 

~r. Wertheim said it seemed to him th~t in the Biltmore resolution ~o did 
not think of a government at once; otherwise we would not havo montionod control 
of immigration and coloniz~tion. Whnt wo meant was a political docision now plus 
certain powers, a~d we ncntioned those powers specifically. 

Mr. Wertheim f avorcd trying to go n.head with the Resolutions. If tho J)l',rty 
platfoms nean anything, they will be n guide for tho Congress cooing in in Jnnunry, 
more so than for tho Congress which will bo in session for tho four wonks starting 
Novonber 15tho Hr .. Worthein though it would be preferable to 1ako up the Resolutions 
a{;ain when the new Ccngreee convenes, ,-·hen we cnn bring in a rcsoluti0n fon:1ulatod 
differently and with the word "ultinately" oraitted. In the neantino, however, wo 
should not stop our work • 

Dr. Lanas oxprossed tho hope that Zionists ar.1ong thomselvcs would olnbornto 
exact formulas in ·h1icn they would interprot their toms clearly. Aft or wo have 
achieved internal a.greencnt on the tores, we shoula then cone bofora tho world 
with ono denand - a Jewish CoI!lI!lonwealth. 

Judge Rosenblatt, discussing the word "Commonwealth", said we have confused 
two things, the right to create a Commonwcclth and a Commonwealth now. Under the 
Mcmdatc, we had m~do tho mistnke of not insisting on controlling immigration. He 
agreed with Mro Wertheim that we should utilize the coming weeks for propaganda 
and bring the R0solutions to the new Congress opening January 3rd., 

It 'l'1as pointed out that if the Rosoluticns arc referred to tho now Congress, 
there would hnvo to be now hcaringo, which should be borne in mind. 

Mro Zuckorm n roforring to Mr. icumo.nn's question ns to what we mean by tho 
Biltmore RosohJ.~ion : said that all of us want a. Commonwealth now. The right to 
J.i spose of Palestine rests with tho powers. We ask them to doclaro not only for 
the Commonwealth, to SE!¥ not only that tho Jews in Palestine will be givon cortain 
r::..ghts : b1,:.; that tho Jewish peo:f)le ·~ill be given the right to utilizo tho resources 
of Pc..le1;;ttne - With regard to tho quo1.3t ion as to whon tho populA tion of Palost ino 
,n.11 be g:ranted sclf-rulo outsido of tho control of immigra.t1on and colonization, 
~ha+, ras not yot bom clarified,, :But that is not noccasaiy now. If wo aro askod 
what about tho democratic principlo wo answor that tho powers havo givon tho Jewish 
poople cortain rights. Mr. Zuckerman \68 not afraid of the word "ultimatoJ.y• if we 
formulate our position in this wa,-o 

Mr,. Zuckonnan favorod pressing for the Resolutions at onco. 

Judge Rothenberg pointed out that he had not argued that wo ahould drop tho 
~ s~lutions. He had meroly questionod uhethor in view of the grant gnine wo havo 
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secured ve should risk those gains. Despite Mr. L1psky1s cogent arguments, he 
still thought we should not push the Resolutions at once. He feared that we havo 
not nll the necessary facts on which to make o. decision nnd he would advise having 
our poople in Washington ova.luate tho situation and then come beck to tho Council. 
He wondered whother it would be possible in this cnnv~~s that will be mndo in 
Washington not only to ask to have the word "ultim~tely1 dcletod, but also to have 
the Bosolutions framed in the langu.o.ge of tho two Party platform planks. If wo 
could mclco a. composi to out of the two, we might have a chance to got it through. 

Mr. Shulman se.id that we would all like to see the Bosoluti. one fromad 
in tho language of the President 1s statement: the question was whether wo could 
hnvo that done. Wo should perhaps not seek to to.lee anything out, but should try 
to get the movers of the Resolutions to offer an amendment to confort1 w1 th tho 
wording of tho Proeident 'a statement. 

Dr. Wise said that after Dr. Silver nnd ho visit tho State Dopnrtmont on 
November 9th they will report to tho Council and~ decision can bo tc.k:on thon as 
to further action. He suggested that a special meeting of the full Emergency 
Council be hold the evening of November 9th. 

Dr. Silver, summing up, said thnt this has been an informative disC'Ussion. 
It is important to go over these things thoroughly in advnneo. 

We will not go nhcnd with tho Resolution without ful]yc~.nvnssing tho situa
tion. If tho answor fron the State Dopertoent is at all vaguo he would not rocon
mend prococding with it. 

Dr. Silver was personally of the opinion tho.t unless the Resolutions nro 
acted on in this Congress they will bo doa.d as far as tho noxt Congress is concerned. 
They were introduced last Jebru.ar:,. They have boon on the egenda of public opinion 

-for almost a year. Enormous propagnnda effort has been p11.t into them. Whon in 
spite of all favornblo indices for ua to go rhot"'..d, we do not do so, it wee hie 
opinion that it will be impossible to revive them next 7ear. The Jewish community, 
the Yiddish press, etc. will all feel let down. Our enemies will scy that in an 
election year, wo were able to get promises, but aftor that we cmnot got a resolu
tion through. Dr. Silver referred in this connection to an ~ddross by Judge 
Proskauer in Cleveland. 

We should not beguile ourselves into thinking th~t now that wo havo stato
ments from ~r. Roosevelt and Mr. Dowo7, the Congress Resolutions arc not necosanry. 

With regc1rd to tho word 11ultim,.toly", if it is possible to romovo it by ro
casting tho resolution, it should of course be done. Dr. Silver rocrllod that at 
the ho~ings tho question h~d beon posed as to whnt wo monn by a Jowish Commonwealth, 
do we want it now, - and Dr. Goldstein hn.d answered that wo could not propose it as 
an immodinto step but we wanted it whon we havo a maJority. If it is possible to 
recast tho Resolutions in a form similar to tho planks that would be dosirnblo. 
But if not we might bo faced with tho question of choosing botwoen no resolution 
nt ell and tho resolution o.a it ete.nds. 

Word should not go out of this meeting that wo are considering not procood-
1ng with tho Resolutions. 

• ITm MEETXIG 

It was docidod to hold n spooiol mooting ot tho lr:Jorgency Council tho evening 
of November 9th. 

Tho mooting adJournod nt 10&45 P. M. 
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CONJ'IDENTIAL NO. ~4 

AMERICAN ZIO»IST J:MlmGllNCY COUNCIL 

MIWTES 01 MUTING OF DECUTI'-'E COMMITTEE 

October 30, 1944 

A meeting of the .Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Mond.q, Oct~ber 30th, at 4:00 P. M. at 342- Madison Avenue, Now 
York City. • 

PRF,SENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding·). Rabbi Philip S. :Bornstein, Mrs. Mase■ 
P. Epa\ein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose HaJ.prin, Isaac Hamlin, 
Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Judge Louis E. Lovinthal, Louis Lipsky, Marvin Lowenthal, Rabbi 
Irving Millor, llmnnuol Neumann, Mrs. To.mar Pool, Judge Morris llothonbcrg, Herman 
Shulman, Meyer Y. Yeiagr-..1, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

I 

Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Isroeli, Arthur Lourio, Harold P. Manson, 
Harry L. Sha.pi.ro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Konen • 

An apology was rccoived from Mr. Louia Sog 1, who was out of town. 

MINUTES 

A number of corroctiona were made in tho Minutes of the Executive Committee 
meeting held October 12th. (See attached,. Yith these corrections the minutes 
wero ~pproved.. • 

MEETING OF GBEATER ACTIONS COMMITTEE 

In accordanco with the decision of the Exccut1va Committee mooting of 
October 12th, a cablo had boon aent to Mr. !on-C>urion stating that it would be 
impo1aiblc for an American delegation to roach Joruaalem bofore Decomber1 asking 
for further details concerning the propoeed conferonco and indicating that if it 
va• proposed to hold it in December, the parties would be canva1eed ~or the namee 
of their representative,, and a~catlen made fer priorities. • 

A reply had been rocoived from Mr. ~en-Gurion only that d81' ( the cable had 
been del9l'ed a week enroute), stating that he ha4 co.bled to Dr. Weizmann, who wa1 
a,111 in London, asking whether he could at~ on in Palestine until December and 
would cable Ulf whon he received a reply from hi.a, Thie meant furthor delay, and it 
vae suggested that th• diffie,utles of arranging for a delegation to leave on such 
short nottce should be made clear to 3e1"11alem~ Pr1oritie1 had not yet been applied 
for, ainco it was not 4ecmed adviaable to eta.rt such negotiati<n'~ until 1t wa1 
detini te that the conference was to take place and the eact date waa known~ 

Sinoe Dr, Goldmann wa.e expected back in New York any dq, it vaa deo1da4 
to a.wa1\ h11 retu.l'll, vh•n further information could be obt&nled concerning the 
propoae4 mee,1ng, before taking turther action. 
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TRANSPORT.AT!O FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN TO PALES~INE 

A cable had been received from Palestine indicating that 10,200 certificates 

had been allocated for the six-month period beginning October 1st, of which 3,200 

were set aside for children in France, Belgium and Switzorland. These children arc 

at proscnt scattered among Christian fannors and monasteries and it was most im

portant to transfer them to Palestine as soon as possible. The main diff iculty 

was transportation, and the Executive urged that we make representations to our 

government with a view to obtaining ships to transport tho children to Palestine. 

On receipt of this cable, tho members of the Executive Committee who wore attending 

the Zionist Convention in Atlantic City held a mooting there and decidod th~.t a 

delegation should call on Mr. Pehle, director of the War Refugee l3c:-.:rd, and Mr. 

Morgenthau, one of the threo members of the Board. 

A mooting was held at the J.D.C. offices on October 20th and tho rcprosonto,

tivos of tho J.D.C. agreed to join in a dolegn.tion to soc Mr. Pchlo and Mr. 

Morganthsu. Appointmonts wore mide in Washington for October 24th, t ho dologation 

consisting of Dr. Schwartz and Mr. Leavitt of the J.D.C., Mrs. Epet cin representing 

H~dassnh. nnd Dr. Holler roproscnting the Emergency Council. 

Mrs. Epstein reported on the interviews with t•1r. Pohle and Mr. organthau. 

(Report on file). 

The delegation was sympathetically received but were given to undorotnnd 

that thoro was very groat stringency at the moment with rogard to shipping. Tho 

mattor wns being further investigated. 

After discussion, it was decided that the Committee which had gone to 

Washington should continue in existence and should pursue the matter further. 

JEW'ISH BRIGADE 

Judge Rosenblatt reported that pursuant to the decision taken at the las t 

meeting of the Executive Committee he had looked into the legal aspects involved 

in regard to enlistments in this country for the J ewish Brigade. 

It was agr od that rcprcsentativaa of the Executive Committee should consult 

with tho War Department with a view to determining what action, if any, crui be 

taken in this matter. 

REVEBEND MACLEAN 

It was reported that word has now boon received from London th~t Reverend 

Norml'.n MacLcan is prepared to come to this country for a two month sp:, aking tour. 

(He will also spend one month in Canada). A motion was adopted authorizing the 

necessary expenditures. 

DEA.TH OF ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

The death of the Archbishop of Oa.nterbury,who had been a good friend of 

Zionism, was noted with deep regret. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mr. Lipsky reported that the Frankens ein book "Justice for my People" will 

be released in January. In order to utilize the book during tho time whon tho 

Resolution will bo brought up again, arrangements arc being made to have a numbor 
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of ctpies ready soon, for distribution among radio commentators, newspaper people, 

etc • 

Copies of "America and Palestine" have been sent to a list of 2,000 pooplc, 
including legislators, Governors of Statos, all members of Congross, 150 lo~ding 
libraries, radio commentators, boards of Zionist organization.sin Latin America 
and abroad, end lending members of the A.P.O. and Christian Council. 

Mr. Li:nsky rcferrod to the Executive Oommi tteo o. lot tor which he hn.d r 0ceivai 
from Mr. Reuben Fink in which Mr. Fink suggests having another edition of the book 
published by the Herald Square Press8 He intends to correct a number of errors in 
the book, and to add a few pages at the end, but substantially it will bo the samo 
book. Ho has arranged with the publishers for royaltioa to hims elf and there will 
be no expense involved for the Council. The copyright will be left with the 
Emergency Council• 

Mr. Lipsk:y's recommendation that Mr. Fink' a suggestion bo accepted, with 
the proviso that tho second edition of the book, ~oforc being published, bo 
approved by the Publications Committee, was adopted. 

AMERICAN PALEST! ilE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shulman reported that it had been expected to hold a meeting of tho 
Executive Council of the A.F.C. before this timo, but with Dr. LeSourd out of town 
a great deal it had been impossible to arrange it. Such a meeting, however, will 
be held very soon. 

Some of the problems now being considered by the A.P.C. a.re the publiC'ition 
of a bulletin or magazine; and the advisability of trying to enlist tho support of 
various youth organizations throughout the countrJ, such as the Y.M.c.A., or~ani
zations dealing with post-war planning, etc. These ma.ttors will be di s cussod by 
the Exccutivo Council of the A.P.c. and their r ecommendations will bo convoyed to 
the ]inergency Council. 

Tho next Conforcnco of tho A.P.C. is to be held in Chicago on November 21st. 

WESTERMAlm DOCUM]INT 

It was reported that the memorandum drawn up by the Research Deiartment 
replying to the document prepared by Professor Wcstormamfor tho Council on Foreign 
Relations had boen forwarded to tho Council with a request that wo be pormitt od to 
put copies of tho reply in tho hands of all thoso who had rocoivod tho original 
memorandum. A lotter had now been received from the executive director of tho 
Council on Foreign Relations indicating that they aro prepared to circulato tho 
reply among tho 175 people to whom Professor Westerman~~ document had been sent. 

PALESTilTE DELEGATION TO WAR lMERGENCY CONFERENCE 

It was agreed that when the Palestine delegation to the war emergency con
ference of tho World Jewish Congroes arrivooin this country they should bo invited 
to a mo oting of tho »ncrgency Council. It was suggestod that other loadin Zionists 
in tho various delegations to tho conference, in actdi tion to the Palestinians, bo 
invited to this meeting. 

BUDGET 

Mr. Shapiro drew attention to the fact that although the budget of the Emel'
gency Council for 1944'-45, after being approved, had been referred to the Funds, no 
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meeting had as yet been held to pass on this budget, although the new fiscal year 
began on October 15th. He had urged the Funds to arrange for a meeting to be held 
very soon and hoped that they would do so. 

COMMITTEE ON POST-WAR PLANNING GROUPS 

Dr. Silver referred to a letter which he had received from Hadassah urging 
that a committee be apPointed to deal with agencies concorned with post-war 
problems. It was egroed th~t such a committee, which would be concerned only 
with unofficial bodies interostod in p0st-war planning, should bo appointed nnd 
thnt Mrs. Pool should be one of tho chninncn. Dr. Silver asked the members of 
the Executive to bring in suggestions for a co-chairman. 

Attention wa.s drawn to the Post--War Planning Commission of the American 
Jewish Conference, of which Mr1 Chaim Greenberg is ono of tho chairmen, end to 
the advisability of coordinating the activities of tho two committees. 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE BILL OF RIGHTS 

It was reported that Judge Fisher had tel~phoned from Chicago to S8l' that 
the Chicago Federation of Labor had asked his advice as to whether they should 
accept the invitation of the American Jewish Committee to sign their "Bill of 
Rights" memorandum. Judge Fisher asked for guidance from the Executive Committee. 

Dr. Wise pointed out that the Institute of Jewish Affairs of tho World 
Jewish Congress is making a careful study of the whole situation with regard to 
the American Jewish Committee memorandum and will shortly be prepared to issue a 
statement making clear its lamentable doficioncies. 

Mr. Greenb0rg drew attention to the fact that tho American Jewish Conferonco 
had drawn up a Bill of Rights and had presented it to tho State Department. He 
believed that the Federation of Labor should be advised to wait~ 

After further discussion it was agreed that the matter bo roforrod to tho 
American Jewish Conference for action, und that Judge Fisher bo informod in tho 
meantime to advise tho Fodoration of Labor against signing the memorandum. 

PALESTINE DAY 

It wns reported that tho request of tho local emergency committees to the 
Governors of their states to procla:•.m :Balfour Day as Palestine Day was meeting with 
a most gratifying response~ 

BERGSON GROUP 

Mr. Shulman reported that the Berg~on group had contacted Mr. Curran, Ropubli
can candidate for the Senate in ew York State and furnished him with material 
embodying their peculiar ideology~ Fortunately Mr. Curren was set right and is now 
using our material7 

Al«RICAN ECONOMIC l-iISSION IN NEAR EAST 

Mr. Shulman reported briefly on the Amorican Economic Mission at present in 
the Near Ea.st making a survey of the industrial possibilitios in that part of the 
world. 
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RESOLUTION .ADOPTED BY MIZRACHI CONVENTION BE :BANK OF BESTITUTION 

Attention was drawn to the resolution adopted by the Mizrachi Convention in 
Atlantic City urging the establishment of a Bank of Restitution. The question was 
raised as to whether a proposal of this nature should have boon discussed with tho 
Emergency Council beforo being acted on, and it was agreed to bring this to tho 
attention of tho Mizrachi roproscntativaJon tho Council. 

Mr. Wcrthoim said that the question of statements on matters of policy made 
by party leaders was taken up by his organization 1 a Central Committee and the point 
made that there was a difference betwoon statements made by loaders of tho groups 
and resolutions adopted at Conventions. 

Dr. Silver a.greed that it would be wise for any Convention of our groups, 
when thinking about passing resolutions on major policy, to discuss them beforehand 
with the Council. 

BEADER1S SCOPE 

Attention was drawn to the four articles appearing in this month 1s issue of 
0 Reader' s Scope" under the heading "Another Report on Palestine", which had been 
placed through our e.uspi cos. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

The bulletin of the Research Department of the Federal Council of Churches, 
about which there had been much discussion and whose publication had previously 
been deferred, had now appeared. Dr. Berkson, reporting on this matter said he 
thought the bulletin in its present form is better than tho origin:il document. 
particularly in viow of the fact that it arrives at no specific conclusions and 
it docs not explicitly suggest a negative attitude towards Zionist aims . Some of 
the anti-Zionist poison has been eliminated. It is also considerably fairer in 
the presentation of the Zionist case, and it contains a few good excerpts on tho 
Zionist position. Dr. Goldstein had discussed it with Dr. Niebuhr, who thonf'h t 
the bulletin was not bad. The statement is, however, definitely biased. It 
pretends not to give a verdict, but a verdict is implicit throughout. Dr. Berkson 
said he had come to the conclusion that this was dono definitely with calculation 
and forothought, in order to satisfy tho Protestant missionary influence that hes 
its center in Beirut. In this caso tho activating spirit was Wilbert Smith, n 
missionary for twenty years in India and the director of the Y .• C.A. in Cairo. 
This fits in very well with the item which appeared in Palcor several months ago, 
in which the editor of "Falastin" roported that President B~ard Dodge of Beirut 
University,in an interview, doplorod tho fact that his position prevented him from 
partic.;_pating actively in pro-Arnb propaganda in the United States and quoted him 
as at e.G ing the.t Ara·b propngandn in this coun·~ry must be nccoler~.ted and intensifiod. 

D~~ Berkson reported further thnt he had written to Dr. Johnson taking 
except~on to the etutement from the point of view of a piece of research. 
Dr. Reller also had written a letter of protest to the Research Department of 
the F~deral Council and Dr~ Goldstein too will send them a letter, as President 
of the Zionist Organizationaf America, making similar protest. In addition, Dr. 
Voss will writo to thorn on behalf of tho Christian Council on P~lostino • 

After somo discussion as to tho action which ought to bo taken in connection 
with tho bullotin published by tho Federal Council Research Dopartmont, it was 
docidod: 
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1. That an official communication be sent by the Emergency Council 
to the Federal Council expressing our opinion about the bulletin 
and requesting publication of our letter in their forthcoming 
regular bulletin. 

2. That tho Christian Council be asked to prepare and circularize 
among tho clergymen of the United States a positive presentation 
of the Zionist case. 

3. That a memorandum be submitt ~d to Mr. John Foster Dulles in 
criticism of tho bulletin with a view to getting him to issue 
a statement for circularizntion. 

4. That Dr. Goldstein ruid other members of the Executive send 
letters directly to the Federal Council, these letters, however, 
not to bo given any publicity. 

BOARD OF ATIONAL MISSIONS OF THE PRF,SBYTQIAN CHURCH 

A mooting had been held last spring with representatives of the Presbyterian 
Board of Missions, at which Mr. Neumann, Rabbi Bernstein and Dr. :Berkson had been 
present. It was decided at that time to hold another conference for further 
clarification of tho Zionist question, and this mooting was hold October 26th. 
Mr. Neumann was unable to ,.ttcnd, and Mr. Lourie took his J:laco. 

Reporting on this mooting, Dr. Berkson said that tho represontntivos of the 
Emergency Council were under the impression that the discussion which had been 
begun in the spring on questions raised by Wilbert Smith re the Hussein letters, 
etc., would be continued. They wore surprised, therefore, to find at the □coting 
Professor Hitti and Mr. Malouf, n Christi~n Lebanese who hns not boon in Lcb~on 
since 1907. There was also present Mr. Rihbani, a nephew of a well-kno1n minister 
in Boston of that name, recently decoased. Mr. Malouf told Dr. Berkson that ho 
just happenod to be in Now York that day and Professor Hitti invited him to come 
along. 

Dr. Berkson drew attention to a notico which had appeared in tho locnl 
Arabic paper "Al Hoda" to the effect that Professor Hi tti was going to address the 
Presbyterians, El?ld referred to the influence of the Beirut school. (See addondum 
giving report from "Al Hoda" which explains the prosonco of tho Arab repr~sonta,
tivos in Now York and thoir plans for establishing an Arab propngl..nd.a service in 
this country). 

The Christians present at the meeting comprised: Dr. L.A. Albright, hoad 
of International Missions; Dr. :Bmory Ross, Secretary of Foreign Missions of orth 
America; Mr. Leo Terrell, Secretary of tho Y.M.C.A. in Jorusnlom; Dr. Glora Wysnor 
who has done missionary work in North Africa and who acted as secretary; and 
Dr. Conrad Hoffmnn, Jr., who preeidod. (Wilbert Smith w~s not thcro). Dr. Hoffman 
offered the chair to Dr. Borkson, but tho latter doclincd. 

In tho course of tho discussion, Dr. Hoffmon made reference to tho presence 
in this country of Oharlos T. BridgcMan, Archdeacon of Jorsusalem and Canon of 
St. George 1s .Anglican Cathedral in that ci tyo- (Canon :Bridgeman was responsible 
for biased dispatches to the London Times during the 1936 disturbanoes.) The 
discussion took the turn of trying to find a place for Jewish refugees outeido 
of Po.lostino. The whole effort, 1 t Reomed, was to turn the discussion awey from 
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Palestine. The presence of the Arabs at the meeting introduced ~ certain emotional 

tension. At the end there arose tho question as to whether those meetings wore to 

be continued, and it was decided that a further conference might have some value. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that we were going to have an increasingly difficult 

problem with Protestant anti-Zionism in this country, stimulated by missionary 
influence. Beirut has many alumni in the United States, in tho Federal Council 

of Churches, in govornmont circles, etc. 

Tho meeting adjourned at 6i00 P. M. 

A. L • 
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~qRRECTIONS TO MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ME1~ING HELD OCTOBER 30, 1944 - No,33 

Jje,ge' 5 - The second paragraph, second line should read " .•• 
to be settled as soon as practicable ••• " 

that the matter ow_;ht 

Be.p 5 - The fifth paragraph, second sentence should read: "He hud discussed it 
with Dr• Silver and ho suggostcd tho elim1nation of n sentonco in tho statement, 
which it was hopod to havo accopted. 

Page 8 - The third paragraph, first sentence should read: "Continuing, Mr. Shulman 
said that regarding Mr. Neumann 1 s proposal that nothing further be done with regard 
to the message, he understood the message was already before the President. 

Tho third scntonco in this paragraph sh-ould read: •Mr. Shulmcn said ho 
was in no position to ask tho Senator to tnko a:ny steps to prevent tho message 
from being sent." 

The sixth paragraph should read: "With reference to the suggestion of 
overzealousness, Mr. Shulman said that he had done nothing except to carry out tho 
instructions which he had received in connection with this matter. He further 
stated that insofar as his activities were concerned, the Executive Committee h~d 
the facts and it was up to it to determine what action to take with respect to 
them. 

Another paragraph should be ndded here, roadingl "At this point Mr. 
Shulman loft the mooting to catch a train to Atlantic Oi ty." 
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AL HODA 

October 31: Hoda received a telegram from Beirut advising the 

editor that two ~rominent Lebanese industrialiste,George Aridar and 

Elias Traboulsi, left for Cairo whence they are to proceed to tho 

United States for an intorna.tional economic conforonco which i1 

to truce place in the State of Now York. 

The government instructed its plenipotentiary in London, Camille 

Shamun, to represent Lebenon at the Chico.go conference on civil 

aviation. 

A letter from Abd-al-Basi t al-Kho.dib informs the reno.or that 

a circle of Arabs met in New York on October 26th with Dr. Hitti 

of I>rinccton, a lawyer Faris Malouf, r.nd Mr. Snmnn Rihbani. Thoy 

discussed Arab problems, tho noceaeity of establishing propaganda. 

service in the United Statea. A provisional committee was set up 

and it will invite groups and persona concerned with problems of 

Arab countries to join an organization in the United States nnd 

Oanadn. On November 25th a conforonoe will tako place in Now York 

to discuss important Arab problems, such as tho problom of Palostino 

n.nd that of establishin& M. Aro.b propaganda. acrvico in this country. 

Mr. Molouf nnd Mr. llihbani loft for Wnahington to contact circloa 

concornod thore. They woro prosont at the Now York mooting as 

dologatos of ~ho !oaton-,amorioan Society to Holp the Arabs ot 

Pal.estino._ 
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CONFIDENTIAL ? 0. 15 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING BELD NOVEMBER 9, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Thursdey 
evening, November 9th, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Hiss Juliet :Benjamin, llabbi Philip 
:Bernstein, Maurice :Boukstein, Hrs. Judith Epstein, Moshe Furmansky, Leon Gellman, 
Re..bbi Wolf Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Esther Gottesma."l, 
Chaim Greenberg, ? rs. Rose Halprin, Isaac Hamlin, Hrs. Rose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, 
Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Miss Jeannette Leibel, Irving Lipkowi tz, Louis Lipsky, 
Israel Mereminski, Rabbi Irving Miller, Isae.c llaiditch, DnL'..?l.uel lleumann, Hrs. 
David de Sola Pool, Zvi Quittman, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, Dvora Bothbard, Judge ~rorris 
Rothenberg, Samuel :Rothstein, Hrs. J3ertha Schoolman, Louis Segal, Mrs. Rebecca 
Shulman, Herman Shulman, Abba Hillel Silver, Elihu Stone, Robert Szold, Hoyer lf. 
Weisgal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. :Bernard Joseph, Dr. Uahum Goldmann. 

Dr. I.!. :Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Adolph Hubbard, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Hans Lamm, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim .. 

Dr. Natelio ~erman, Mrs. Xu.rt ~lumenfeld, Dr. Joseph Cohn, Mauricio Cohen, 
Leon Dulcin, Alexander Easterman, Mauricio !'aivov1ch, Edward Gelber, ? ... rs. :Bertha 
Gerehinoff, Mrs. :Bertha Goldstein, Norman Jacobs, Fred Nettler, Uartin Panzer, 
Theodore Resnikoff, 13. Sherman, Mrs. Rebecca Sieff, Zorach Yarhaftig, Arturo 
Wol:f'ovich, Mrs. Rachel Yarden, :Baruch Zuckerman. 

An apology was received from Judge Louis E. Levinthal. 

The Chairman welcomm.the guests from England and the South American 
countries. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Silver reported on the conversation which Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldmann and 
he hacl had with Mr. Stettinius that morning with regard to clearance on the 
Resolutions. Mr. Stettinius indicated that he would be in a position to let us 
have something definite within a few deys. 

Reference wa~ made to the report carried by the press that Hr. :SlooM rlanncr 
to call a meeting of tho Foreign Affairs Committoo on November 15th, the da;r after 
Congress reconvenes, to reopen hearings on the Resolution. It was a.greed th~ .. t 
efforts should be made to obtain a postponement until tho attitude of tho 8tato 
Dopartmcnt was clear • 

llE-ILIC1'ION or MR. ROOSEVZL1'' SENA!l'OR WAGltlR AND Sllt!TOR lift 

It was decided to send messages of congratulations to President Booeevelt, 
Senator Robert J'. Wagner and Senator Robert A. Taft. 
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JEWISH :BRIGADE 

• It was reported that. pursuant to the decision of the last Executive Com-

• 

• 

mittee meeting, Mr. Lourie had seen Col. Gerhardt, Executive to tho Assist [.:nt 
Secretary of War, to determine whether any action could be taken in connection 
with recruiting men in this country for the Jewish Brigade. He wa.s to accompan;r 
Jud~e Rosenblatt, but the latter had been prevented from keeping the appointr.0nt. 

Col. Gorhardt,whooe attitude was friendly, indicated that as far as non 
not in the anny were concerned that was a matter for the Selective Service Board, 
but the War Department did have a policy with regard to those already in the 
United States Army. He said he would like to look into the matter further and 
promised to send a memorandum on the subject. 

This memorandum has now been received, and from its contents it is app~rent 
that certain individuals would qualify for enlistment in the Brigade Group. 
Infonnation subsequently r~ceived from the British Embassy, howeve r , indicates 
that recruitment in tho Jewish Brigade Group is limited to British and Alien Jews 
resident in the United Kingdom, Palestine, and the !£land of I:auritius, ~nd th~t 
no others can ut present be considered. 

In the course of a subsequent statement by Dr. Joseph, he urged that the 
matter should not be allowed to rest nt thnt and that efforts be mnde to obt~in 
the acceptance by the Britiah of at least a token contingent frorn Americn. 

CONFEREl~CE OJ' ACTIONS OOMrITTEE 

Reporting on the meeting of the Larger Actions Committee wh ich it h t•.d been 
proposed to hol_d in Pru. estine, Dr. Goldmnrn explained that the Executive in Jerusalan 
were anxious to use the opPortunity of Dr. W'eizmann 1s visit to Palestine for a 
meeting of at least those members of the Larger Actions Committee who could come 
to Palestine. Thoy therefore cabled to the American and English Zionists asking 
whether t~ey could attend such a meeting in November. 

Dr. Goldmann h~d indicat6d to the Agency Executive that he did not think 
that such a meeting could materialize, that it would be impossible for 8 or 10 
people to come to Jerusalem from the Uni tcd States. He therefore sur£estecl to 
them that the meeting be transferred to London. Mr. l3en-Gu.rion and others seemed 
to be ready to agree to this proposal, wnen they received a cable from the Emer
gency Council from which they inferred that perhaps a delegation from the United 
States might come in December, so they again considered holding the meeting in 
Palestine. 

On returning to New York, Dr. Goldnwnn still felt that it would 'be im
possible for a substantial American delegr.tion to e;et to Palestine, [Uld he there
fore recommended sending a cable to Jerusalem suggesting that the meeting be held 
in London in Januar,y. He believed that if we wire Jerusalem that a representative 
group could come to England from .America but could not com to Palestine, they 
would arrange to hold the meeting in England. ;i thout r. re:r>reser~tati ve delecation 
of c>ll t~1e ~rou:1s it would not be a worthwhile meeti:::;. :Jvcn fron the ::,oli ticn.l 
point of i.;ieu, Dr. Goldnann thoUf;ht it would be prefe1·a"ule to hold t'1e neetinG in 
LonC:.cn • 

Dr. Joseph disagreed with Dr. Goldmann on the question of the place of the 
meeting. He considered it fundamental that there be a representative Palestine 
delegation at such a meeting, and under present circumstances 1 t would be im
possible for a representative delegation to go from Palestine to London. The 25 
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or 30 leading people who take an active part in the life of the country, and who 
are members of the Inner Actions Committee, could not leave Palestine at this time • 
i.tr. Ben-Gurion or Mr. Shertok might · not be able to attend, and it was inconceiv-able 
that the conference be held without them. Dr. Weizmann is about to leave for 
Palestine. He may stay two months, or perhaps longer. 

As to the effectiveness of the place,Dr. Joseph thought a meeting held in 
Palestine would carry more weight. The Yishuv would create the atmosphere to r.1c1-ke 
the meeting a really significant one. 

Dr. Joseph urged that the American Zionfsts should make every effort to send 
a delegatio~ to Palestine. He realized that it would be difficult for the leaders 
here to leave the country for several months. He therefore suggested dividing 
the American delegation into two parts, some to go by boat and the others by air. 
He did not believe it was as difficult as has been imagined to secure priorities 
on planes. The World Jewish Congress was able to arrange for eleven people to 
come from Palestine and two from Egypt. 

Dr. Goldmann stressed the necessity of reaching an immediate decision. 
If it is believed that a delegation of about fifteen,consisting of representatives 
of all the parties, can be sent to Palestine, action should be taken at once to 
ascertain the possibilities of obtaining the necessary priorities, and Jerusalem 
should be so informed. If this cannot be arranged, then the Executive should be 
advised accordingly, so that they cen make arrangements to hold tho meeting in 
Lor.don. 

Answering a question asked as to why a conference is necessary at this time, 
Dr. Goldmann stated that he attached great importance to such a conference. A 
serious problem in Zionist life has been the estrangement of Palostine from the 
rest of the world. Terrorism is one of the results of this estrangement. For 
five years Palestine lived awa¥ from the world and during that period we here have 
not had knowledge of the realities of Palestine. It is essential,also, to have a 
full discussion on the Biltmore program, particularly the question of the interim 
period, which mey destroy or build the Jewish State. In addition to the practical 
necessity of clarifying all these questions, there are moral and spiritual reasons 
why the Palestine Zionist leaders should come together with tho Zionist loaders 
of the rest of the world. An exchange of views for ten days ,-,ill be inv'-"luablc. 

Dr. Wisc pointed out that at the beginning of January it will be impossible 
for the leaders of American Zionism to leave the country, since the matter of the 
Resolutio~ pending in Congress mey not have been disposed of by that time. 

Dr. Goldstein stated that as a matter of procedure the organizations should 
have received copies of the original telegram from Jerusalem independently of its 
submission to the Emergency Council. Ile expressed the opinion that it was im
possible to reach an immediate decision on this matter. The organizations must 
discuss it. It was not feasible for the American Zionist leaders to leave the 
United States before Januc.ry. A Conference of the Zionists all over the world is 
desirable for some time in the near future, but wo cruinot at this stage design~te 
the month. He recommended that the Executive in Jerusalem be informed that a 
conference in December is not feasible. 

Mr. Warhaftig pointed out that the bulk of the Actions Committee is in 
Palestine, and the meeting should therefore be held there. 

Mr. Zuckerman said that it should be made clear whether Dr. Weizmann can 
remain in Palestine until January; and in the meantime we should find out about 
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priorities, and infonn Palestine accordingly • 

After further discussion it was ngreed that the matter be decided dofinit ly 
at the Executive Committee meeting of November 21st and in tho meantime the con
stituent groups would discuss it, and the possibilities of obtaining priorities 
would be exploreQ; J a cable would be sent to Jerusalem notifying the Executive 
that an American delegation cannot attend a meeting before January c~d indicating 
that the question of the plo.ce is still left open. 

PERrINAX ARTICLE IU NEW YOBX Til'GS 

Reference was made to the very unfavorable article on terroris.a in Palestine 
by the prominent French journalist, "Pertinax," which appeared in the Tew York 
Times on Novemb~r 8th. Dr. Goldmann indicated that he had an appointment to sec 
"Pertina.x" next week. 

AVIATION CONFERE?1CE IN CHICA.GO 

In connection with the Civilian Aviation Conference now in sessi on in 
Chicago, it was reported that Mr. Lourie had been in touch with I~r. Robert athrm 
and the latter 1s office had prepared a memorandum for use at the Conference. 
The memorandum dealt with Palestine's interest with respect to post-~ar intern-
national air service and Palestine's case for in~lusion as a m~in trunk stop 
on any international. airline running through the Middle East. Unfortunately 
Palestine has no direct representation at the Conference, but is represented 
by the Mandatory Power as a part of British possessions and Mandated areas. 

Judge Fisher in Chicago was contacted and ho approached the Sccrotury
Genera.l of the Conference, who told him that he was unable to receive representa
tions from private organizations, since tho Conference was limited to the 
representatives of governments. Judge Fisher explained our difficulty ant it 
was agrood that ho should send in the memorandum and that the Secretn.rJ would 
see whether it could be considered. So far he has had no reply anc .. he now pro
poses to contact tho British delegation. 

The memorandum submitted to tho Conference is available on request. 

MESSAGE TO EXECUTIVE IN JERUSALElI RE TERRORISH 

Dr. Goldman.~ urged that a message be sent by the Zionist Emergency Co ncil 
to the Executive in Jerusalem endorsing their decision to take energetic action 
against the terrorists. (The Resolution adopted by the Vaad Leumi had been 
endorsed by the Actions Committee unanimously). He bolievr d 1 t ,-,as important 
for America.~ Zionists to back up the Executive in this matter, and that their 
endorsement of this policy would have great authority. 

Dr. Joseph agreed with Dr. Goldmann 1s recommendation. 

There was some discussion on this recommendation, in which the f ~ct w~s 
brought out that the statement issued by the »nergency Council to tho press follow
ing the assassination of Lord Moyne specifically stated that the Council associated 
itself with the attitude of Palestine Jewry in its detennination to root out 
terrorism. It was believed that it was unnecessary to send a further message to 
the Executive. It was therefore decided to cable to the Executive in Jerusalem 
the statement already issued. 

DR. JOSEPH'S BEPO~ 

Dr. Joseph addressed the meeting. (Beport on file). 

The meeting adjourned at llt05 P. M. A. L. 



CONJ'IDllr.t'IAL NO. 16 

.AMDIOAN ZIOWIST IMDGENOY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OJ' l-!EETING BILD NOVEM!ER 21, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Tuesday, 
November 21st, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEUT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Paul L. Goldman, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. S. Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Isaac Hamlin, Hrs. 
Rose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, Irving Lipkowitz, Marvin Lowenthal, Emanuel Neumann, 
Mrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs. Rabinowitz, Judt;e Horria Bo then berg, Hrs. l3ertha Schoolman, 
Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Robert Szold, He1i,,an 

Weisman. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph. 

Adolph Hubbard, Hans Lamm, Arthur Lourie, Abram r-·agida, Harold P. •fan son, 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. S. Bernstein, Moses P. Epstein, Isaiah L. Kenen, Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn, 
Dr. Judith Lieberman, Miss Sopie Uc.in, Zorach Warha.ftig, Mrs. Rachel Yard.en, 

• Dr. Chaim Yassky, :Baruch Zuckerman. 

• 

The Chairman welcomed Dr. Yassky, director of the Hadassah Medical Organiza
tion, who had arrived from Palestine a few days ago-

RESOLUTION BEFOBE CONGRF,SS 

Pursuant to the interview which Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldma.~n and Dr. Wisc h~d 
had with Mr. Stcttinius on l ovember 9th, when Mr. Stcttinius had indic~.tcd that ho 
would communicate with us in a few d~s concerning clearance on the Resolution, 
Dr. Wise reported that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him a few days fl€O and 
infor ed him that he had seen the President, who urged that nothing be dono about 
the :Bill at thie time and that the matter be left in his hands a 11 ttle whilo lon0 er. 

Dr. Silver read the letter which he had received from Dr. Weizmann discuss
ing the political situation and mo.king some recommendations as to action to bo 
taken in this country. 

There follo~ed a lengthy discussion, and it -v~s finally decided that efforts 
be made once more to obtain clearance from the President, through Senator Wagner 
and perhaps others. It was agreed to leave it to Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and 
IJrt ShnlmaJ'l to t.ako the necessary action with regard to an approach to tho Pronidcnt. 
lS~e o r~ic report of d1scusn1on on rile). 

TREASuaER OF El-~GEl~CY COUNCIL 

Mr. Szold referred to the discussion at the meeting that afternoon on the 
Treasurer of the Council and he wished to make a statement on the mattor. Some 
months ago he had sent a lotter to the co-chairmen of the Council resigning as 
Treasurer. Ho rlshed to SEcy' at once that the resignation ho presented last April 
stood. He never did withdraw it. It ia not accurate th&t he requested it not to 
be acted upon. He asked that the resignation teske effect. 

The meeting adjourned at 11145 P. M. .A. L. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 35 

j!(llUCAN ZIONIST IMZRGENCY COUNCIL 

MIWTIS OF MEETING or EX:l:CtnIVE COMMITTEE 

November 21, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council was held Tuesdq, November 21st, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rabbi Philip S. »ernstein, Mrs. Judith 

Epstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Mrs. Rose Jacobs 

Ba.bbl Max Kirshblum, Louis Lipsey, Marvin Lowenthal, Rabbi Irving ?-tiller, Emanuel 

Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, 

Herman Weisman, David Wertheim. 

MnruTES 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. :Bernard Joseph, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn. 

The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held October 30th were 

approved. 

CONFEBE!roE OJ' ACTIONS CQ?,ff.UT'l'D 

It was reported that shortly a£ter the meeting of November 9th a cable had 

been received from Ur. !en-Qurion eta.ting that Dr. Weizmann was expected in Pales

tine at the end of November and that if American participation in the Conference 

could be assured Dr. Woizmann would be urged to prolong his stay. 

The parties had discussed tho matter and each group has indicated that it 

is prepared to send three representatives. With regard to priorities, it was 

clear that it would be necessary for one of the heads of the Council to approach 

the highest authorities in Waahington; otherwise there would be no possibilit7 of 

securing the number of places required. 

Dr. Goldstein stated that the Executive Committee of the z.o.A. had t aken 

up the question of the proposed Conference in Jerusalem at its meeting in Chicago. 

'l'he views expressed b7 Dr. Goldmann and Dr. Joseph at the Council meeting of 

November 9th had been conve7ed to the Z.O.A. Execu~ive, and although no vot{'I wa.s 

taken it was the feeling of the meeting that it would be more feasible to hold tho 

Conference in London. 

Dr. Gold:nann reported that at a recent meeting of the members of the Actions 

Committee at present residing in.New York, the position was taken that the members 

of the Actions Committee should have priorit7 in attending any meeting to be callc 

of the Greater Actions Committee. There are 25 to 30 members of the Actions Com

mittee in Bew York and they decided that the7 should select five or six to go to 

Jerusalem, or London -- wherever tha Conference takes place. '1'hc7 indicated. that 

they would cable the Executive in Jeruaaler.i to this effect. 
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Dr. Silver read a communication which he had received from Dr. Weizmann 
wit~ reference to the political position and the possibility of an early decision • 

In the course of the discussion which followed it was urged on the one hand 
that there are major questions to be settled, e.g. regarding the interim period, 
plar.s for the handling of a vast immigration into Palestine, etc., and that poople 
in Palestine do not wish to make such vital decisions themselves. As regards 
having the meeting in London there could not be a represent a.ti ve meeting tri thout a 

considerable Palestinian delegation which in present circumstances was hardly 
possible. On the other hand, however, the desirability of a meeting in London was 

stressed in view of possible political developnents in tho forthcoming period, in 
which connection London would be the center of gravity. Difficulties in obtaining 
transportation to Palestine would also be far greater than in the case of a dele
gation to London. 

It was finally decided to send a cable to Dr. Weizmann in Palestine setting 
out some of the considerations raised in the discussion and asking for a definitive 
opinion from him. If he·should sey that he wished a delegation to come, whether 
to Jerusalem or London, that would be final and immediate action would be taken to 
seek to obtain priorities. (The attached cable was sent to Dr. Weizmann on 
November 22nd). 

PUl3LICATIONS 00Ml!ITTEE 

Mr. Lipsky reported that Prof. Friedrich's memorandum 1 .American Policy 
Toward Palestine" has Just been issued in paper book form by the Public Affairs 
Press,having been published under the auspices of the American Council on Public 
Affairs. The Emergency Council has purchased 1500 copies, at a reduced price of 
aixty cents per copy. A large number of these are being sont out by the American 
Palestine Committee, to leading libraries, institutes of post-war rescar~. radio 

commentators, journalists, mCJl'lbers of the State Department, etc. The Publications 
Department will cooperate with the publishers in pr~~oting the book. 

Work has been begun in connection with the promotion of "Justice for my 
People" ·, in which Mr. Lowenthal is cooperating. The book will sell at $2.50 and 

will be procurable through the Emergency Council at a lower rate. 

5000 copies of the Canadian paper covered reprint of Dr. Nonnan Maclean I s 

"His Terrible Swift Sword" have been purchased, at a cost of eight cents each. 
This book will be ueed. widely by the Christian Oo,mcil on Palestine and a special 
effort will be made to have it reviewed in church periodicals. 

Three pamphlets have just been issued; 1) "A Year's Advance", which is 
Dr. Silver's political report presented to the Convention of the Zionist Organiza
tion of American in Atlantic City; 2) "Arabs, Jews and the Middle East", by 
Ephraim Broido, originally published in London; 3) "The Jews - A Froblem That 
Cannot ,-ra1t 11 by Dr. Robert Gordis, which is a reprint from 11 The American Scholar" .. 

the quarterly published by Phi ~eta Kappa. Other pamphlets,by Dr. Niebuhr and 
Dr. Lindeman, are to be published for the American Palestine Committee and the 
Christian Council on Palestine. 

nr. Lipsky further reported that a great number of excellent letters about 
"America and Palestine' have been received, including some from Government 
departments and officials • 

UPRESEl~ATION 01 PARTIIS ON JMDGENCY COUNCIL 

Attention was drawn to the representatives of the z.o.A. on the Emergency 

Council and Executive Comnittee.deeignated after the 47th Annual Convention. 
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The five designeea on the full Council are: Ju4«e Louis I. Levinthal, Dr. James G. 
Heller, Herman Shulman, Daniel Fri1ch and Maurice !oukstein; with Irving Lipkowitz, 
Samuel Rothstein and Herman L. Weisman as alternates. The deaignees of the z.o.A. 
for the Executive Committee are: Dr. Israel Goldstein, Judce Levinthal and 
Mr. Shulman. 

Dr. Goldstein explained that Mr. Lipsky had not been designated as a repre
sentative of the Z.O.A. on the Executive because he understood he sat on the 
Executive Committee b7 virtue of the fact that he was a member of the Jewish Agency 
Executive. (Mrs. Uward Jacobs is on the Executive in the same capacity. Judge 
Rothenberg had been elected ad personam as one of its members by the Executive 
Committee.) 

In connection with a proposal to elect Messrs. Lipsky and Neumann as members 
of the Executive Committee it was decided to appoint a small committee to study the 
constitution and to advise with regard to the set-up. 

!UDGET 

Mr. Shapiro reported that a meeting of the Joint Committee of the Keren 
Hqesod and Keren lCqemeth to t akc up the budget of the lmergeney Council for 
1944-45 has been held. Since neither Dr. Silver nor Dr. Wise could attend on the 
date set by the Joint Committee, thoy sent the Committee a letter explaining in 
detail the reasons which made it essential for a budget such as had been submitted 
to them to be made available to the Council. 

There was a great deal of discussion on the budget at the meeting of the 
Joint Committee, which final.17 decided to accept Judge Rothenberg 1a pr9posal that 
a committee, to be composed of two representatives of the Xeren Hqesod, two repre
sentatives of the lCeren lCqemeth and a committee to be appointed by Dr~ Silver for 
the Executive Committee of the lmergeney Council, meet and study the Council 1s 
financial statement, which was not available in time for the meeting of the Joint 
Committee. This committee,whose investigation must be completed within three weeks, 
will make its recommendations to the l'unds. In the meantime the Joint Committee 
decided to make a grant of $60,000 to the Council to enable it to continue its 
vork until the complete budget is passed upon. 

Judge Rothenberg, supplementing Mr. Shapiro's report, stated that the Keren 
1CS¥emeth met the d.a_y af'ter the meeting of the Joint Committee, and voted its share 
of the $60,000. 

Reference was made by several members of the Executive to criticisms which 
had been voiced at the meeting of the Joint Committee of the Funds, b1 members who 
arc also members of the Council, of tho procedure of the Council with regard to 
finances. Such criticisms, they said, should have been made within the Council and 
not in another body. 

The question was also raised as to the extent to which the Joint Comittee 
waa entitled to enter into the actual functioning of the lmergeney Council. 

Judge Rosenblatt and Judge Rothenberg, heads of the Ieren Hqesod and Xeren 
Iqemeth respectively, felt that there had been some misunderstanding as to the 
attitude of the Joint Committee. That Committee haa no desire, and no authorit7 
to intervene in the affairs of the Emergenq Council. It was certainly a function 
of the Joint Committee of the Funds, how,ver, to ask how aubventione which they are 
granting are being spent. Otherwi1e the7 would not be exercising their duties in 
regard to the ti,iateeahip over the J'unds. 
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It was pointed out that the members of th·e J'inance Committee of the Emergenqy 
Council are not sufficiently conversant with the affairs of the Council, and a 
motion was made and adopted that the J'inance Committee be reconstituted with the 
majority of its members to be members of the Executive Committee. 

The question of the Treasurer of the Council was raised. Dr. Silver 
explained that Mr. Szold had sent in hla resignation last spring. He was asked 
whether he wished to have it acted upon but has not let us know definitely. It 
was agreed that the secretary be instructed to take up the matter with him again, 
urging him to withdraw his resignation. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:05 P. M. 

A. L . 
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NLT CHAIM WEIZMANN 
JEWISH AGENCY 
JERUSAL!I~ (Palestine) 

ROA (NOVEMBER 22, ·1944) 

RD1lltiUNG EXECUTIVES PROPOSAL ~R PALESTmE Com'ERENCE Ol3SUCLES THIS 

END INCLUDE OD UNDESilW3ILITY PBESENT DEPARTtmE .AMERICAN LE,U>ERS ANY 

LENC1?H TIME T\fO DIJTICULTIF.S OBTAINING TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES Lt\RGl} 

GROUP THREE UlfCERTAINTY PUm>OSES V.,\LUE CONJ'EBENOE STOP om: AND TWO EASIER 

IF CONFEBENCE HELD LONDON STOP aA:BLE WHE!rl!ER VIEW AlroVE YOU DED! .ADVI6.Al3LE 

OUR COMilIG PALESTINE ?J SO HOW LOl,TG YOU REMAINING ALT~Ifm,Y wH»l'Bim 

MEETING DESIBA:BLE LONDOli 

il:BA HILLEL SILVER 
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CONFIDENTIAL O. 17 

Ai:-1ERICAN ZIONIST Ei"ERGENCY courCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETI.c GS HELD DECEIJ3ER 7 AUD 9, 194.4. 

Meetines of the American Zionist imergency Council were called b., Dr. Wise 
at short notice for Thursday afternoon, DecembPr 7th anc1_ for Saturd2:r evenin:,, 
December 9th, and were held at 342 ?- adison Avenue, m •r York City . 

Appended are the lists of those attending these meetints and of the c.ecisiu~-
taken . A stenogr.1.rhic record of the discussion is available on file . 

Thursday, December 7, 1944, 4 : 30 P . 1:. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. i'J'ise (presiding), 1iss Julliet Benjamin, ·aurice !3oukstein, 
Philip Cruso , Daniel Frisch, Dr . I srael Gold.stein , Chaim Greenberg, 'A'rs . Rose 
Halprin, Rabbi Irving :iller, Emanuel Neumann, ·!rs . Tamar Pool, s, wl Rothstein , 
Louis Segal , Herman Shulman, r~ . Rebecca Shulman, Robert Szold, Her.nan leisman. 

Dr. ahum Goldmann • 

Dr. I . B. Berkson, Arnold K. I sreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P . i-Ianson, 
Harry L . Shapiro , 

The meeting adjourned at 8 : 00 P . 1. ;:mc1. resumed r .. t 10:30 P. : • , when .1e 
following acl.c.i tional nembers were present : ·.rs . Judi th Epstein, Leon Gellr.1an, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold , ?: rs . S. Goldstein, Rabbi I a.~ Ki rshblum, Ca:ptain .Abe Tulin . 

It was reported that the Resolution had cone before thP Senate Forei~ 
Relations Commit ee the previous day, when i1r. Stettinius had appeared ancl 
requested that the Resolution be deferred for the time beint:;. The Senate Co:-'Ul1i tte 
had decided to hold over a decision until Frida.," , Discussion centered on what 
action, if any , should be t c ken in view of the further consider .... ion to be t::J ven 
by the Senate Cornmi ttce to the Resolution the follo ing clay and the rene ·red 
indication of the President I s ish thnt the r.1atter be left in his hands and no 
action taken on the Resolution at this ti~e . 

It lras resolved: 

1) to send a delegation on behalf of the Council to fa ingto. that ni : ht; 

2) to advise Senator llagner and, if necessary, Senator Connall..,r , that in he 
light of the circtunsta.~ces the Council is ~illing not to raise any objection to 
the resolution re~ ining pending at this time ; 

3 ) that prior to such action the delegation confer with Dr. Silver and ask 
• him to concur and to lead the delegation in this action. 

I t was also a reed that the delegation bP- given discretion to consider any 
comprorni se prorosal that might be worked out in Washington . 
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Saturday, December 9, 1944, 8:30 P .. u. 
• PRESENT 

• 

• 

Dr. Stephen S. rise (presiding), Maurice ]oukstein, Philip Cruso, t:rs. Judith 
Epstein, Daniel Fri sch, Uoshe Furmansky, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Pcl.ul L. 
Gold.man, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Hrs. S. Goldstein, Chaim Greenbere, -1rs. Rose :-Ic.i.lr rin, 
]enjamin Itzkowitz, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
Louis Lipsky, Harvin Lowenthal, Israel l ereminski, Isaac Maiditch, Emanuel 1Teuman..Tl, 
Hrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs. Rabinowitz, Judge ]ernard A. Rosenblatt, Judge ~1orris 
Rothenberg, .-·rs. Bertha Schoolman, Louis Se6 al, Herman Shulman, 1Irs. Rebecca 
Shul□['..Il, Robert Szold, Captain Abe Tulin. 

Dr. 1:ahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Hans Lamm. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Mendel Fisher, Robert Silverman. 

At the meeting on Saturday night members of the dele6ation reported on their 
visit the 11revio ts da"'r to Washington, t•here the r h ad met with Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Joseph. They hr1. failed to reach agreement with Dr. Silver on the line of 
action to be pursued. Later they had seen l'r. Stettinius and Senators Connally and 
Wagner. The Senate Committee had subsequently given consideration to the Rosol tio. , 
nnd hac. ac1.o ... ted an amendment :proposed by Senator Vandenberg, which concluded with 
the clause 11 •• that the people may rcconsti tutc Palestine as a free and democratic 
Commonweal th. 11 '.):'his wording had apparently been protestec. by Sen£ .. -or Wagner, 1.·1i th 
the res 1lt that it was agreed to oefer a final decision on the wore.int; until the 
following Ionday. 

Dr. Silver 1s protest against the calling of what purported to be an official 
r.1eeting of the plenu.rn without the notice required by the By-Laws was recorded. 

The f ollm·•ing decisions were taken at this meeting: 

It was decided that the decision previously taken by the Emergency Council 
which had never been revoked still stands, nrunely that we do not proceed with thoX 
Resolutions without the green light from the President. It was agreed that an 
effort be made at the Executi vc Cornni ttee meeting in Washington on , ·onday r.iorning 
to get Dr. Silver to concur in action for deferment of the Resolution, but that 
the Council 1s position remains unchan6ed. 

On request for a ruling, Dr. Wise said that in view of the fact that a motion 
to reconsider the whole decision was defeated, the Executive Comr1i ttee has no ri .-- t 
to chanGe the decision of the plenum. 

I:r. Se al 1 s motion that this body leave the final decision as . to proced lre 
and action to the Executive Cornrriittee, rhich is to meet in Washinr,ton HondE.y, with
out any instructions from this body, was tabled, by a vote of 9 to 8 . 

I:r. Segal ts further motion that in view of the fact that the Exe cu ti ve 
Committee can~ot change the decision of the plenum, and in view of the fact that 
sor.ie members feel that the decision of three \·1eeks ago si1ou1a. be changec., that 
we reconsider that decision, was defeated, 6 for, 10 against. 

A. L. 
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CO FIDEl TIAL m. 37 

AiiERICAN ZIONIST EI4ERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF :t-.IEETIJG OF EXECUTIVE CO~-n·rTTEE 

lionday, December 11, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held t-Ionday morning, Decenber 11th, at 1720 - 16th Street, I'.' . 1 • , 
Washington, • c. Owing to delay in the arrival of Dr. Silver's train from Cleve
land, the meeting began at 11:30 instead of 8:30 as scheduled. F 11 record on file . 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver (presiding), :raurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, i!rs . Judith Ep s c in, 
Leon Gellman, Rabbi 't'lolf Gold, Dr. Isrc..el Goldstein, Cha im Greenberg, ··rs. Ros e 
Halprin, Rab~;i ::ax Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel i:e umann, ~.rs. arnar Pool, 
Louis Segal, Heman Shulman, !>r. Stephen S. Wise. 

Dr. l n.hun Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph. 

Israel -creninski , Elihu D. Stone, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, i:rs . nenise 
Tourover, Zo rach Warhaftig. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P .. -'anson, Harry L. Shapiro • 

Dr. Silver re )orted brieflir on events to date . He urged that the \•rise tl i ng 
to do was to do nothing. The delegl'.tion had made clear on Fridry he :position th t 
the Council was not pressing for the resolution~ The Senate Comi:"i t tee ,roulc'. • ct 
that afternoon at 2:30. Senator Vandenberg had agreet to a chnnge in the wording 
of the Resolution Dn he hoped that further changes might still be obtained . He 
urged that there be no interference at this stage . 

Reference w~s made to a discussion that had taken place earlier that morni:lg , 
before Dr. Silver's arrival, and a statement was read ·1hich it was pro:prsed sho' d 
be sub .itted to ~-r. Stettinius for his approval. In this connection, a t cl o1)honc 
call hac_ been put through to ;rr . St ettinius \- i th the object of obtaining a:i i '1edia':, 
appoint et:it to see i1im. 

Dr. Goldstein said that the stateMent would make it clear that the State 
Department was not out of accord with the declaration of the President to the 
Zionist Organization of America convention, and that having put the St ate Departmen 
on recora. in t 1is way ,, e could work for a better Resolu ion in the next Congress. 
Given this, ~c should not press for the Resol tion. 

In the course of the further discussion a tele9honc call came from 1r. 
Stettinius seying that ho was :prepared to see Dr. Wise at once~ Dr • . Silver gain 
urged that nothing be said to r:r. Stettinius about dofcrrin the Resolution. All 
they sho .1ld do was to say that the Zionists hac:t not pressed the Resolution and tht.t 
it was out of their hands; that the appearance of !:r. Stettinius before the Senate 
Committee in o position to the Resolution was the subject of misinterpretation and 
that it was highly desirable that ho issue a communication to Dr. Tise, or anyone 
else, stating that his position did not indicate a change of attitude on the part 
of tho President . but Merely that an expression by the Senate at :present was not 
timely. 
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It was agreed that Dr . Wise, Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldstein c:..nd ·rr. Shulnan shoulc 
go to see r;r . Stettinius . 

The me eting resumed in the late afternoon, ,,hen Dr. Silver repar tee~ on \'!J.:i. . t 
had happened at the Foreign Relations Comnittee . It was decided : 

1) to send to 1·r . Stettinius uithout delay the text o: the p ro=1os ec'. -ies s ac;e 
from him to Dr. Wise ,-,hich had been discussed at the interview tha t morning ; 

2 ) that for the present no st&tement be issued to the :!')ress with r efe r ence 
to the acti on of the Senate beyond a statement that ,-re are \Ii thhold.ing comm en t a t 
the moment pending further explanation. 

I t wc-Sfurther decided to hole a meeting of the plenum Wednes day eveni ng , 
December 20th . 

At the conclusion of the meeting , Dr . Silve r s a id that he wished to correct 
the erroneous impression that only· the plenum co .1.ld a ct on political matt e r • The 
Council wa s a politic2l body and everJthing that it did had a political cha r a ct er . 
The plenum met nornally only once a month . If ~ chan0 e was p ro . osed whereby t he 
Exccuti vc Cammi ttee would not be entitled to make political decisi ons t 1at co1 1l d 
be done, but he did. not think it ,-, o'.lld be right . Dr. Goldstein sugges ted, h o 1cver, 
that it was for the plenum to decide on questions of major policy. 

A. L • 
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AHERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

,·HNUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE corn~ITTEE 

Honday, December 11, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Honday morning, December 11th, at 1720 - 16th Street, ~~. 11. , 

Washington, D. C. Owing to delay in the arrival of Dr. Silver 1s train from Cleve
land, the meeting began at 11:30 instead of 8:30 as scheduled. F 11 record on fil e . 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver {presiding). ·raurice Boukstein, Philip Cruse, I"rs. Judith Eps tein, 
Leon Gellman , Rabbi lfolf Gold, Dr, Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, :··rs . Ro se 
Halprin, Rab~:,i ::ax Ki rshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel .eumann, Lrs. Tamar Pool, 
Louis Segal, Herman Shulr.ian, Tir. Stephen S. Wise. 

Dr., ob.UM Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Jos eph. 

Israel Uereninski, Elihu D- Stone, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt, • ;r s . Denise 
Tourovcr, Zo rach Warhaftig. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Hanson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

• Dr. Silver reported briefly on events to date. He urged that the \·rise t hing 
to do was to do nothing. The delegation had made clear on Fridr.y the position tha t 
the Council was not pressing for the resolution. he Senate Com;:;ittee woulc. a ct 
that afternoon at 2:30. Senator Vandenberg had agreed to a chnnge in the wordin0 

• 

of the Resolution ond he hoped that further changes might still be obtained. He 
urged that there be no interference at this stage. 

Reference W{iS made to a discussion that had taken place earlier that morning , 
before Dr. Silver's arrivel, and a statement was read which it was :propc-scd should 
be sub":itted to ~-~r. Stettinius for his approval, In this connection, a tel ephone 
call hac. been put through to i: Ir. Stcttinius with the object of obtaining an il'llJ!lcdiat r 
appointme~t to see him. 

Dr. Goldstein said that the statement would make it clear that the State 
Department was not out of accord with the declaration of the President to the 
Zionist Organization of America convention, and that having put the State Department 
on record in t1is way we could work for a better Resolution in the next Congress. 
Given this, we should not press for the Resolution. 

In the course of the further discussion a tele,hone call came fro 1r. 
Stettinius seying that he was prepared to see Dr. Wise at once. Dr, Silver , gain 
urged that nothing be said to I1r. Stettinius about deferring tho Resolution. All 
they should do was to say that the Zionists had not pressed the Resolution and th~t 
it was out of their hands; that the appearance of I:r. Stcttinius before the Senate 
Committee in opposition to the Resolution was the subject of misinterpretation and 
that it was highly desirable that he issue a communication to Dr. Uise, or anyone 
else, stating that his position did not indicat e a change of attitude on tho part 
of tho President. but merely that an expression by the Senate at present was not 
timely. 
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It was a reed that Dr . l'lise, Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldstein and Shul,1ari should 
go to see i~r . Stettinius . 

The meetin resumed in the late afternoon, when Dr. Silver reportecl on n. t 
had. happened at the Foreign Relations Com i ttee . It was uecided : 

1) to send. to Irr. Stettinius ,-,i thout delay the text of the pro:1osec'. "'le ssage 
f r om him to Dr. Wise which had been discussed at the interview that morning; 

2) that for the present no st&tement be issued to the ~rcss with ref •r cnce 
to the action of the Senate beyond a statement that we arc withholding comment n.t 
the moment pending fur ther explanation. 

I t we.sfurther decided to hole a meeting of the plenum Wednesday evening, 
December 20th . 

At the conclusion of the neeting , Dr. Silver said that he wished to correct 
the erroneous impression the.t only the plenum conld act on political natters. The 
Council we.s a poli ticc>l body and everiJthi ng that it did had a political character. 
The plenum met nornally only once a month . I f ~ chan6c was proposed whereby the 
Executive Committee would not be entit l ed to make political decisions t1at co .. ld 
be done , but he did not think it ,-,ould be right . Dr. Goldstein suggested , ho ,,ever , 
that it was for the plenum to decide on questions of major_policy. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTI.AL NO. 17 

AMERICAN ZIONIST Ei.-iERGE JOY COUNCIL 

UINUTES OF MEETI GS HELD DECE1J3ER 7 AlTD 9, 194.4. 

Meetines of the American Zionist Emergency Council were called b:r :Jr. Wise 
at short notice for Thursday afternoon, DecembPr 7th anc1- for Saturd:-:r evenin:,, 
December 9th, and were held at 342 I. adi son Avenue, Nevr York City. 

Appended are the lists of those attend.ing these meetincs and of the clecisi c _. 

taken. A stcnosrn )hie record of the d.iscussion is available on file. 

Thursday, December 7, 1944, 4: 30 P. i :. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), 1-"iss Julliet Benjamin, ,iaurice Bouk:stein, 
Philip Cruso, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, 'Irs . Rose 
Halprin, Rabbi Irving :iller, Enanuel Neumann, r rs. Tamar Pool, Sam el Roth tein, 

Louis Segal, Hennan Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Robert Szold, I enna Weisman . 

Dr. ahum Goldmann,. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Hc..rold P. I-Ianson , 
Harry L. Shapiro . 

The meeting a~journed at 8:00 P • . r. ancl resumed rit 10:30 P. :r., when t1e 

following adcl.i tional members were present : r!rs . Jud.i th Epstein, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrs. S., Goldstein, Rabbi 1 rue Kirshblum, Captain Abe Tulin. 

It was reported that the Resolution had cone before thP. Senate Forei /~ 
Relations Cammi ttee the previous day, when Hr . Stettinius had appeared and. 
requested that the Resolution be deferred for the time being. The Senate Co~uni ttee 

had decid.ed to hold over a decision until Friday. Discussion centered on what 
action, if any, should be t aken in view of the further consider[ttion to be given 
by the Senate Cammi t tee to the Resolution the following clay and the renewed 
indication of the President's wish that the matter be left in his hands and no 

action taken on the Resolution at this time . 

It \·1as resolved: 

1) to send a delegation on behalf of the Council to Washington that ni Ght; 

2) to advise Senator llagner and, if necessary, Senator Connally, that in thr 

light of the circnmstances the Council is ~illing not to raise any objection to 

the resolution rer.aining pending at this time; 

3) that prior to such action the delegation confer with Dr. Silver and ask 

him to concur and to lead the delegation in this action. 

It was also agreed that the delegation be given discretion to consider any 

compromise JJroro sal that might be worked out in Washington. 
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Saturday, December 9. 1944, 8:30 P. r, • 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, r:rs. Jud.iti 
Epstein, Daniel Fri sch, Moshe Furman sky, Leon Gell an, Rabbi Wolf Gold, P2ul L. 
Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Hrs. S. Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, 1rs. Rose ~Iu.l r ri .. 
Benjamin Itzkowitz, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levi n t h al, 
Louis Lipsky, Marvin Lowenthal, Israel Mereminski, Isaac Maiditch, Emanuel Neumann, 
Hrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs~ Rabinowitz, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Judge Borris 
Rothenberg, r: rs. :Bertha Schoolman, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, I-Irs-. Rebe cca 
ShulmP..n, Robert Szold, Captain Abe Tulin. 

Dr. liahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernarcl. Joseph. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Hans Lamm·. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Mendel Fishe r, Robert Silverman. 

At the meeting on Saturday night members of the dele6a tion reported on their 
visit the T>revious d~jr to Washington, Ph ere they h acl met with Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Joseph. They h a a_ failed to reach agrP-ement with Dr. Silver on t he line of 
action to be pursued. Later they had seen !-~r. Stettinius and Senators Co:mally and 
Wagner. The Senate Committee had subsequently given consideration to the Resoluti on, 
and hac. acop ted an amendment proposed by Senator Vandenberg, which concluded with 
the clause " •• that the people may reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic 
Commonwcalth. 11 i'his wording had apparently been protcstccl by Senator Wagne r, with 
tho res 1lt that it was agreed to defer a final decision on the worc_ing until the 
following . onday. 

Dr. Silver 1s protest against the calling of what purported to be an off icia l 
Meeting of the plenum without the notice required by the By-Laws was recorded. 

The follo ·ring decisions were taken at this meeting: 

It was decided that the decision previously taken by the Emergency Council 
which had never been revoked still stands, namely that we do not proceed with tho 
Resolutions without the green light from tho President. It was agreed that an 
effort be made at the Executive Committee meeting in Wa shington on Monday morni ng 
to get Dr. Silve r to concur in action for deferment of the Resolution, but tha t 
the Council's position remains unchanged. 

On re ~uest for a ruling, Dr. Wise sa id that in view of the fact that a motion 
to reconsider the whole decision was defeated, the Executive Comr1ittee has no ricjlt 
to change the decision of the plenum. 

r:r. Segal 1s motion that this body leave the final decision as . to procedure 
and action to the Executive Committee, which is to meet in Washinr,ton fondc.y, with
out any instructions from this body, ,-,as tabled, by a vote of 9 t o 8. 

I!r. Segal 1s further motion that in view of the fact that the Executive 
Committee cannot change the decision of the plenum, and in view of the f a ct that 
sor:1e memb ers feel that the decision of three ,-reeks ago sl1ou1a. be changec.., that 
we reconsider that decision, was defeated, 6 for, 10 against. 

A. L. 
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COUFIDENTIAL tIO. 18 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETUTG HELD DECEHBER 20, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Wednesday, 
December 20th, at 8:15 P.H. at 342 Hadison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEHT 

Louis Lipsky (presiding), Hiss Julliet J3enjanin, Pinchas Ourso, Hrs. i'.-fargaret 
Doniger, t1rs. Judith Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Moshe Funnansky, Leon Gellman, Paul L 
Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Hrs. Sa'Il Goldstein, r~rs. Rose Halprin, Dr. James G. 
Heller, Benjamin Itzkowitz, Hrs. Rose Jacobs, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Irving D. Lipkowitz. Dr. Judith Liebennan, Israel 
Mer~minski, Rabbi Irving 1-:iller, Isaac Naidi tch, leanuel Neumnnn, Mrs. Tamar Pool, 
Mrs. Etta R<;>sensohn, Miss Dvora Rothbard, Judge Horris Rothenberg, Samuel Rothstein 
Mrs. J3ertha Schoolman, Louis Segal, Salman Shocken, ·rrs. Rebecca Shulman, Hernan 
Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Robert Szold, Abraham Tulin, Herman L. Weisman, 
David 1'Tertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Dr~ Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph. 

Dr, I. B. Berkson, Arthur Lourie. 

• ::oshe Bentov, Dr. Simon Bernstein, Isaiah L. Kenen, Rabbi Jesse Schuartz, 
Zorach Warhaftig, Baruch Zuckerman. 

• 

Dr. Wise suggested that someo ne other th~n Dr. Silver or himself preside 
and a mot ion was made and adopted that Mr. Lipsky take the chair. 

Dr. Silver presented 'his report, which was follo"1ed by o. lengthy c"dscuss ion, 

culminating in a motion made by Mr, Wertheim, and seconded, to appoint a. committee 
to study the situation. A subsequent motion made and duly s econc.ed that i-:r. 
Wetheirn' s motion be tabled was passed. 

Dr. Heller moved that having heard Dr. Silver's report and the discussion 
which ensued, it was the jud5 ent of members of the Americnn Zionist Emergency 
Council that Dr. Silver acted in contravention of the decision of the Eme.rsency 
Council in pressing the resolutions in Congress. This motion was seconded and a 
discussion followec., in the course of which Dr. Wise mad.e a statement rinc. rea.d his 
letter of resignation. 

::r. Shulman moved an amendment to Dr, Heller's motion, that action 0n r. 
Wise 1s resignation be held in abeyance and. that all offic~rs of the American 
Zionist Emer6 ency Council be asked to tender their resigneti~ns now; and that a 
special meeting be called within a week to consider reo.rganizati on of the (",ouncil 
and new elections. 

A motion macle by 1ir. Segal to table Dr. Heller 1 s motion was 9asscd • 

A motion made and seconded to table Lr. Shulnan 1s motion was defeated. 
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Dr. Silver thereupon tenderecl his resignation, which he said w~s irrevocable. 
,!hereupon the Chair indicated that the resignPtion of all the offic.ers havinf 
been tendered, the J:)Urpose of the motion h2.d been ac11ieved and a meeting wo1iJ.d 
accordinr,ly be called in a week to consider reorganization of the Council end. 
new elections. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:20 A. M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 19 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EHERGENCY COUNCIL 

HINUTES OF !•1EETIUG HELD DECEUB:3R 28, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Thursday, 
December 28th, at 8:15 P.H. at 342 Hadison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESEMT 

Louis Lipsky (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Pinchas Cruso, Mr~. Judith 
Epstein, iio1;,he Furman sky, David Fri sch, Leon Gellman, Rabbi \folf Gold, Paul . L. 
Goldman I Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. S. Goldstein, Chair;i Greenberg, Dr • .;Tames. G. 
Heller, !!rs ♦ Rose Halprin, Isaac Hamlin, Rabbi I-tax Kirshblum, Jucl..ge Lm,.is E. 
Levinthal, Irving Lipkowi tz, Dr. Judi th Liebennan, 1:rs . Tamar Pool, Mrs. Etta 
Rosensohn, Miss Dvora Rothbard., Judge Horris Rothenberg, Samuel Rothstein, ::rs . 
Bertha Schoolman, Henn an Shulman, Urs. Rebecca Shulman, Robert Szold, David 
Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph. 

Arthur Lourie. 

It ·was rnoved and duly seconded that the resignation of the co-chairmen and 
of the Treasurer ( the latter I s resignation had. been tendered some t irne ago but had 
not been acted upon) be accepted, with appreciation of their past services. A 
substitute motion that all the resignations be tabled was defeated • 

A motion was made and seconded that Dr. Wise be named chairMan of the 
Emergency Council. Another motion, that the Council recess until Tuesday nicht 
in order to sive the groups an opportunity to discuss the reoreanization, v!as 
defeated. The plan of organization, as envisaged by some mer.1bers of the Committee, 
was outlined. It called for the establishment of a steering or planning end action 
committee, to consist of the hea.ds of the parties or their designees, together Hith 
a chairman of this com~ittee, the chairMan of the Executive an& the chairnan of the 
plenum; this committee to be in touch ~.-·i th the work from day to da:, . There would 
thus be the plenum, the Executive Cammi t t ee with its chai rm~n c:.;,1c~ this smaller 
committee with its chairman, 

A further motion called for the election of two co-chairmen of the Council 
with equal status. The Chair ruled, however, that in terms of the constitution 
it was first necessary to deal with the nomination of the one chair!"lan; n. motion 
could then be made for the nomin ;:1tion of a co-chairman. It wa.s then moved , secondec 
and. carried that nominations be closed.. Thereupon the nor,1inution of Dr. :Tise was 
voted upon and passed. 

Mr . llertheim stated on behalf of the Po ale Zion that al though his group was 
not voting for Dr. ,nse as Chairman of the Council, this was not to be interpreted as 
a vote against Dr. Wise, since the Poale Zion considered the motion not as for or 
against Dr . Wise, but as an incLication of their objection that they were not given 
the opportunity for further discussion until Tuesc_ay night in connection with the 
proposal for a co-chairman . 

A reque s t made by the .:izrachi represeent r.ti ves that they be grantee: a 
fifteen n inute recess was granted. When the meeting reconvened they read a state
ment which they had. drawn up (subsequently issued to the press) , 
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Mrs. Halprin was thmnominated Treasurer of the Council, and there being 

no other nominations upon a vote was declared elected. 

A motion was then made that it be recommended to the Executive Committee, 

for action at its meeting next week, that there be set up a committee on implc

men:.ac;ion of policy, that co!111Ili ttee to consist of the heads of the parties, or sud 

ot.h.ers as they mfly designate in their place, a chairman to be e lected b:.r the 

Executive Committee, the chairman of the Executive Committee and the Chni r r,1 an 

of the Emergency Council. 

It was moved that in view of the fact that this is a n ,3w proposal and the r e 

are other proposals which have not been considered by tho gro~1ps, that the ½.t~es clc~ 

of reorganization and the construction of the Council - corun: 1;-i:;ees and sur··· co":l· -

mi t tees , vhether we are to retain the Executive or not, wheth e l.· we a:te to i1J.ve a 

political com·~i ttee, or a steering committee, etc. - be posti)oned until tho nc}xt 

meeting when the parties will have had an opportu..'1i ty to discuss fully the )1l .1ns 

and manner of . reorganization. This motion was seconded but on a vote was ncgr:-

ti ved. It was pointed out that the proposal for a committee on implement a tion of 

policy was merely a recommendation to the Executive. 

A motion calling for a recommendation to the Executive for the setting up 

of a conmittee on implementation of policy as determined upon by the Council and 

its Executive Committee was put to the vote and carried. 

It was noved and seconded that the representatives of the Jewish Agency in 

the United States be invited to meetings of all the committees with the ri 6 ht to 

participate in the discussions. This motion was carri ed. 

It was further decided unanimously to issue the attached statement to the 

press . 

Dr. Joseph, who was preparing to leave the United States to r e turn to 

Palestine, addressed the meeting briefly. (Report on file). 

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 P. ;1. 

A. L • 




