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CO ITIDE ~IAL ~O. 37 

AHERICAN Z!OMIST n!ERGE~ OY com CIL 

MEETING OF EXECUTITI co:- if~TTEE HELD .JA...m.JARY 2, 194(" 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Tuesday, January 2nc., at 4: 00 P. M. at 342 ,;ad.i son Avenue, Eew 
York City. 

:PRESEMT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Pinchas Cruse, Hrs, Judith Epstein, Daniel 
Frisch, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, 
'iifrs. Rose Hal:::>rin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louin Lipsky, }rs. Tamo.r Pool, .Yrs. Etta. 
Rosensohn, Judge 1:orris Rothenberg~ Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Bernard Joseph; Arthur Lourie. 

MR .. SHAPIRO'S P.sS!G;ATIO?T 

Dr. Wise read a letter of resignation he had · received that orning from 
. r. Shapiro. Fr. Shapiro's resignation was unanimously acce ted as of that la-r • 

• !El'ORAf.7DU1: S:CNT :SY ~IR. SHAPIRO TO LOCAL :EiiERG:lrQY COJirITT:-:E CHAiffi./ 

The □emorandlllJll which 1 r. Shapiro haQ sent to the Local EmergPncy Committee 
Chairmen on December 29th ,,,as reacl. . This memo rand:ur:i. had been s n t out ,,,i th out the 
knowledge of members of the Council and carbon copies had not been left in tho files . 
It had been drawn to the attention of the secretar.r that morning by persons who hall 
received copies. 

It wc·s agreed that a tclegra'TI be sent to the local chaiI'!llcn informing t '1:):n 
that a communication would in duo course be addressed to them .,etti~.~ ::.·orth tr.e 
fEc s ,-,:1 .:.c:.i. lee:. to the r rase t situa.tio . It t!P-G c .. 6 ri=rnd .. th r-1, iic :::-.:::0 n tiYo ,ori
mi:ttee con1:;ic.er t:1e contents of s·.1ch a. stutem~· tat its ne~t ;:ieetL1.::;. 

LETTZR FBO SE ATOR TAFT TO DR, SILVER 

A letter which Dr. Silver had. received from Senator Taft, copy of •.ni ch he 
sent on to he Council, •1as reac:. Senator Taft st;:,ted that he had written to 
Senater ia. ner to ask him whether he ,,,ould join \<ri th him in reintroducing he 
Palesti ne Resolution, and indic tcd to Dr. Silver that he wo ld like to d.o this ·1 

wauldnatunless it met with his approvcl. In Dr. Silver 1s covering letter he 
inc..icEted that the Senator had. c1cted on his O'tm initiative in th matter. 

It was aereed that ?-:r. Lourie should communicate 1tri th nr. Silver ancl infonn 
him that Sen~tor Taft's letter has been placed before the Council, 1t~ich was 
giving t:ie m2.tter consideration and hopeci to take it up ,.-ith Senator Taft direct. 

ELECTIO OF CIL~!Fi:.ru OF EXECUTIVE AN:i) SZCEETARY OF COv1 OIL 

• .;r. Greenberg ,,,as unanimously f'lectcd chairman of the Executive Committee. 

It ,,as arrecd to :ia110 i:r. Lourie secretary of tho Council. It WcJS further 
decided that the secretary be appointed actin0 director until a director is nr ed. 

I 
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R::JCC-1!:EliIDA:::'IOl OF COUNCIL RE CO 'ITTEE O r!PLE'~lTATIO,. OF POLICY 

The recom~endation of the Council that a conmittee be establishe r , t o consist 
of the heads of the four parties, or their designees, ·together ,,,i th the cha ir:nnn of 
t:ie Exec tive Comnittee, the chairman of the Council and it s own chairman, a ;id t e 
re resent atives of the Jewish Agency in this country was approved. 

:.r. Shulman was unanimously elected chairl!lan of the committee on irnple , ent ,1.
tion of :policy. 

After some discussion it Wc's decided that this committee b e called the 
Ad .. inistrc'ti ve Co . i ttee of the Council. 'rhe parties were asked to desi gnate 
as their rep re'"' en tat i ves persons vrho would be prepared to devote a subs tant ital 
amount of their tine to the uork of the Council. 

After fJ.scuc-sion on the f•1nctions of the Administrc:..tive Coml'littee, it was 
agreed t ... 1at the committee sho,lld supervise the execu tion of policies and p rogr[ m 
detern ined upoJ by t~e Executive Coml'littee in the political and public rel a tions 
fields, and be resronsible for carrying on the day by day work in those fi cl ~ . 
All matters of :,olicy •.hich arise during the course of tho deli ber, ions of the 
Adninistrr tive Comnittee shRll be submitted to the Executive Committee for 
determinv.tion. It is con e□plated that the Administra tive Committee will vork 
in close cooperrtion with the chairmen of the various committees ,hose work is 
closol., related. to the political and public relations fi elds. 

OTHER CO ·.,! :I T~EES 

It \•ra s understood that \t.'i th the r r sign;,.tion of the chai rr"'lan of the Executive 
the resignations of all chairmen of com. itt s are also automatica lly befo re th 
Council. 

It ,,,as r e solved tha.t a Finance Oomni ttee be constituted to consist of o, 
chair~an, to b nominated by the Executive Com ittee, and four members to be 
designa ted respecti velJ," by e.s.ch of the four parties. 

It v c s acreed tha the .reasurer is automatically a member o the Fin~~ce 
Committee. 

RESIG ... A ... IOF OF .!R. ,A1:r50 

A lett 0 r of resignation receiv d from Iir. 
ing c>n0. ·:r. : :anson • s resignation was acce~ ted. 

PARTIES' STA~~:~~TTS TO PRESS 

• ♦ ,.anson , s nre sented to t h e meet-

In ans ·1e r to an inquiry ,.,1th reference to the contents of the · :1zrachi 
state cnt to the press, Rabbi Gold s~id that the izrachi re ained in the Coun il. 
They naturt .. lly retained the r ght to criticize when they thou ht criticism w.:-; s 
appropriat • 

It ~r s the consensus that tho parties shoull not prolong the controversy 
in the public press. At the same time it was pointed out that if any party found 
it self the object of at tack it must be free to meet that at tc~ck. 

REPLY TO R. STETTIHTUS 

r . fise referred to the draft letter which had been prepared +o send to 
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I:r. Stettinius in reply to a com. u.nication received from him •rith reference to a 
cable from cert a in Arab groups in Cairo. It was decided to ::-efer this draft to the Aclninistr::-t ive ComTT'littee • 

VISIT OF COLO IAL SECRETARY 

Reference was made to the forthcoming visit to this country of Col. Oliver Stanl ey , British Colonial Secretar:v. 

It was agreed that a delegation of the Emergency Council, and also perhars 
the Americ2n Jewish Conference,should seek to meet with Col. Stanley-

ELEVATI Ci O PEERAGE OF DAVID LLOYD-GEORGE 

It ,,ras deciled to send an appropriate message of congratulations to ~r. 
Lloyd-Georb 0 calling to mine his great contribution to the Zionist cause in hel inb to secure t~c Balfour Declaration. 

It was agreed that the Adm:nistrative Comnittee take action with regr-rc:1. to 
setting 2 d~te for a meeting of the Local Emerg ncy CoMmi ttee Chairmen. 

The meeting adjournec:1. at 6:20 P. ?, • 

A. L . 
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CONFIDETTI.AL EO. 38 

Ai-iERICAlf ZIOl,IST EHERGEl.CY commn.J 

raNUTES OF lc!EETP•TG OF EXECUTIVE COliiHTT3E 

HELD JAf\TUARY 8, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Con~ittee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held {onday, January 8th, at 4:00 P. l. at 342 :adison Avenue, 
Nm,r YorK City. 

PRESE Pr 

Chaim Greenberg (presiding),! rs. Jutith Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Dr. 
Israel Goldstein, i:rs . Rose Halprin, Rabbi• ax Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, EmEnuel 
1lm.1Jnan!l, i.rs , Tar.1ar Pool, Herman Shulman, l/eyer W. Weisgal, David i\ertheim, 
Dr~ Stephen S. :•.'ise. 

STAFF 

Prof. Selig Brodetsky, Dr. Ncllum Goldmann, Dr. ~e~nard Jose~h. 

Dr, I. B. Berkson, Arthur Lourie. 

i·r. Shulman reported that the question of engaging a director hr~c:. been 
take!l up at t_1e first meeting of the Acl.'llinistrati vo Com.rni tt00 and it t:r c:..s 
unanimousl,,r decided to recOMl"f'lend the appointment of -~r. Heyer i·l. Ucisgal. This 
rccommend2.tion was approved and ::r. Shulman ,-,as authorized to tiscuss tho Mat e r 
with i!r. 1'loi s 6rl. 

It was stated further that i. t ,,.,r.s hoped to ma.kc a reco:nl"f'lendation for the 
post of publicity director at the next meeting of the ~xccutivc Comrnitt ~c. 

CO ~~ITT3ES 

.A cric2J1 Palestine Commit tee - Prof. Mil ton Handler of the Columbia Law 
School and c:. former assistant counsel to :r. Stettinius was recommended for 
the !)ost of chai nnan of this com."!li t tee. This recor:unendati on was unanimousl,/ 
a"1nroved. 

Press and. Radio - The sug:,;esti 0 n of the Administra:i ~·o Committee that 
Er. Hen:7 i.:onto:r be asked. to take the chairmanship of the PrP-ss and Rac~io Com
mit tee w2.s heartily approved. .!r. 1!ontor had indicated that he was prepared 
to help z~s much as he can. It ,,,as also agreed. that an effort be made to enlist 

)( the services of :ir. Ira Hirschmann on the :Press anc: Rae.lo Commit tee. 

Corrtmittee on Contacts with Post-War Plannin6 Groups - The .ldmi.nistrative 
Co mittee 1 s rocomrr.end£.tion that this committee should continue under the chair
manship of !!rs. Pool anc. Captain Tulin was a.pJ)rovea.. 

Coii1mi ttee on Contacts with Governments-in-Exile - It was agreed thc.t this 
committee shoull be discontinued. 

Comr 1. ttee on Arncri can Je"·i sh Relir::ious Forces - Since the only religious 
groupsinvolvcd in this committee are the orthodox groups, th0 Administrative 
Committee felt that the name should be changed to "Committee on Orthodox 
Reli gious Forces." On Rabbi Gold ls rr-·turn to Ne\'r York the chair:nan wo 1.lc ta.rn 
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p ,1th hi the question of his continuing as chairman of this committee. 

• ComMittee on Contacts with Christian Olerg - The AdMinistr? tive Committee's recomnendation's that Rabbi Fhilip l3ernstein(who is now abroad but is expected bac]1_; shortly)be asked to continue as chairman of this committee, possibl.,r with a c~ chai rme.n, ·re.s approved. A number of suggestions were made for a co-chairman. ~he Administr~tive Committee also recommended that the committee reorganize itself to consist of four or five Rabbis ,.rho would be able to deal 1i th the Church people, This recommendation ~ill be made to the chairnan. 

• 

• 

Co~mittee on Intellectual ~obilization - The Administrative Com~ittee felt that the ,.rork i.,rhich it hac:1. origi.nally been £>nviso.ged should be tone by tl1is Committee was extremely important a.~d should be assi 6ned to a member of the staff. There ·ras some discussion on this fhase of the Emergency Counil worl::, in the course of ,-·hicll it as 1ointed out that we have neglected this activity, particularly e...10ng the academic groups . During the past year, for instance, there has not been a single Zionist article in such magazines as Harper , The Atlantic • onthly, The Yale Review, etc. There have been, on the other hand, articles of a none-Zionist character. Instead of our having to answer anti-Zionist .rticles, Zionist articles should be appearing in these 1 eriodicals . We should have a man read-r to stimulate the writing of such articles. ::r. Lowenthal has been on the ste.ff on a f 111 time basis for part of the year, but he was in c'..ny case not uorking with the acade ic groups~ It was pointed out that in c..d.dition to a professional staff me . ber, there should be a com:,i ttee as well. It was a recd that before designatin6 a c0Jru11i ttee i-,e should find a suitable professional person e.ncl the cha.irMan ,-·e.s authorized. to find someone for this ork. 

thit 'f1Pl a:3uPt3equcntly suggested that since :r. 1 oumann has been doing a groat deal inj1.n\el"lcc
0
tual mobilization that he be asked to serve as chairman of this committee. The chai man was authorized to take up this matter with ir. NcUM 

• 
Finance and Budget Committee - As decidec:1 upon at the last meeting this committee is to consist of four persons, one to be designated by each party, together ~ith a chainnan, to be elected by the Executive. If possible, a majority of the esignees are to be members of the Council. 

It was agreed that it was desirable that the chairman of the Finance Committee should live in ew York. It was urged that this Comnittee be constituted as soon as possible, and that the grou s send in the nam s of their desi
6

nees within the ne .. t wee.~ and that the :i:e,rty heads consult with the Treasurer during that time and agree on the chai man. 

Committee on Economic Plan~inP, and Resources - It as stcted that this Committee uad not been functioning and that no appropriatio~ of funds ha.cl been made for it. 

:r. e ann explained that it was correct that there was no specific provision in the budget for this co ittee. That was an obstacle, but not the obstPcle. The comni ttee hacl. ori o-inally had certain plans -1hich had to be revised because the a.than group had started an economic survey of Palestine and there was no need to duplicate that. Alo, an economic conference on Palestine was planned to be held at the time when Ir. Kaplan .,rould be in this country. In the meantime ~r. eumann had been busying himself in connection ,ri th the JVA, not specifically in behalf of the Emergency Council, A few othPr projects had been carried out, e,g. the study made by Dr. Alfred Kahn on the econo.,ic soundness of the position in Palestine, whic wa y>Ublished in a leading econo.,ic revie .,, Reprints of this article were sent around. 
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-·r• e-t.unanh had no reco endction to make at the moment concernir--· t 0 

activities of ~i1is cor..mittee . He would prefer to have the suggestions of the 
E:·ec- 1.tive as to how they view the matter, He pointea_ out, however , that econo ,ic 
studies of Pale ~tine a r e ti□ely at this point . 

Community Contrcts CoII1I?1ittee - I t was pointed out that t!1ere had b Pen no 
meetings of t 1is committee and that com!1uni cations to the Loctl Er!:ergenc;r Co . 
mittees he.a_ cone _out in the nane of the director . Two confere1 ces he.d been held 
of the Local Ch[.,.irmen, one in Cleveland when 1:r. Gross was chai r"lcn anc".. the seco d 
in i'lashinbton, ,,hen Rabbi •·iller was chair.1rn . The Ac1r.tinistrc:ti'7e Corm ittee had 
not ;rot taken 1~ the question of the Community Contacts Corn.rnittce but , ould do so 
at its next . eeting and ,: ould consider ,._,hether it ,,,as advisable to hcve nuch a 
comr1i ttcc and if so make recommcndrttions for the chairmanship . 

X Comnittee on Labor Relations - 'tr , Zaritsk°'J wc .. s chair11un of this committee, but there ·ere no me-1bers . The American Jm,rish mrc:de Union Com . ittee for Palestine, 
,..,a not c:1'filic:i.ted with the Council, but was usinc the facilities of t ~1e Council 
for its 1.·ork. 

It ,r a s felt that there nhould be a committee to coorc..inate the uor,: of the 
_rade ·nion Committee anc. the Council, and it was a.creed that the Administrative CoIJJ 'i ttee give further consideration to this. 

Publications Com"littee - It ~as agreed that this committee ·'c.s functioninr: 
very satisfacto r ily and that ::r. Li psJ~ continue as chairian. 

Com~ittee on s~ecial Services - It was decided that this com~ittee be 
cliscontin ~eel • 

The que ction was raised as to whether th chairmen of t .10 various comni tte s 
are to continue to be invited to meetings of the Executive CornT-.itte • It was 
pointed out that 3xecuti ve Cammi ttee meetings are cumbersome -rhen too man~r 
people ere 1Jrescnt, and it r~s decided to go over the list of chainnen to se ,., 
how m.:ny of them are not alread~r mer.1bers of the Exe cu ti ve before taldng a a.cci sion 
as to ·•10ther they are c.11 to be invited. to meetings . 

·~r. eum~nn raised the question of the in it~tion extcndcc to h i m to attend that □coting .. ~:r. ;l erthcim refcrr,"'d to a oeetin0 sor:i two years a ~o ,.,, n r◄n 
i ,·i <-: ior_ ·'as xt nded o -:r . ~:eunwn_ .. to attend all me:-.t.:.ng::; or the • ~cutivc 
Committ ee . 

BUDGE':' 

Dr. Josep1 stated thrt 1e had been asked by the ... rec surer of the J euish 
At;r->nc r to convey to tl e Council his concern over t!1e magni uc:a of t.1e Council 
buclget . The feeling of the Je ri sh ency 3xec ti ve was thc..-t t ~: c buc\;·et of the 
Council should not exceed $250 , 000 . 

A c1~iscussion follo ·•~d and it \· as agreed that he budg0 \Tonlc. be discussed 
on anot1er occasion. 

FU':'T ~ POLI':'ICAL ACTI C~ 

~he Chairman indicated that th Admini trative Comrnittco had discus~ed 
the qu0st i on of \'hat coulc be done before the P resident l eaves fo r the rieeting 
of the "Bi g Th r ee ," and uero considerin cc r tai n action to be taken. It was 
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p r or>osed tl1at the Pr esident be asked to receive a Zionist delegation be:"ore ·~ts de-1arture . Ce r tain steps had already been taken to hav e thrt meet inc: nrra.'1 c, • In ad ·i tion representativ es of the Council ould be in :lashinr;ton that uec1: ,.!1.cl. roul~ see a nunbcr of peoTlc. 

Refe r e"l e \oH:.s na.c.c to tiui impending appointme t of c'n Ar,bassador to Turke;· . 

The Adninistra.tive Co□7itt e had also decided to seek ar. inte:r-,ricw 1.-dth Janes C. U..'1n , Assistant Secretary of Stat.e, .,ho is in charge not only of the European Division of the State Department but also of the ear Eastern Division . 

It was decicled that if an appointr.,ent with the l'resia.ent is obt2ined a special meetinc of the !l.'.:ecuti ve will be called to decide on the conposi tlon of the delet;ation. 

~SOLUTION nr CO:IGRESS 

:·r . Shul..an re!'orted that in addition to \1riting to Dr. s· lver, as rc::'or f'd a. tl1e la t meeting, Senator Taft had cilso communicated ,. i t:1 Senator Wc:.gner abo t reintroducing t1e Resolution. 

Another letter rr>ceived froM Dr. Silv'"'r on t!lis subject ··as read in ,hich Dr. Silver indicrted that he hewc. vritten to Senator Taft ackno:•led;..-:L.g ::.:.s let"er anc informing hi:n that ho had com. unicatec" .. its contents to the Co :1cil, ... tnd th" t the repres"ntatives of t .. e Council would undoubtedly get in to'!.lch with ... im in the near future . 

It ,-rr.s a ,reed that the decision of the plenum "till stoo~1.., and tnlyt ~-,e do not •Tish to reintroduce the resolution until after the return of t:1e Pres .:dent • 

It Tf'.s decided to arrange three meetings of Local Emergc:1c.. Oomr it tee Chairmen, in ea.c:i of which not nore than fift .. delegates ,:0111-:. 11artic:i._,ate ( in order to cor ~1~- • i th • r . B:,rrnes I recent orcer), to be 1:eld, earl~r in Februa1 , in Atlantic C~ty, Boston, and Cincinnati or ChicaGo• 

STATE :EiiT TO BL I SSUED BY ::s:: Ei~E.GZrCY C01 TCIL 

ollo ing I;r. Shc..pi ro ' s memorandum to the Local Erner.:,enc;y Cammi t tee Chair-nen on December 29th, a telegram ha~ been sent to tl e chairmc y the Council in rhich it ·'rs indicDted th['t a statement givinc..; the -: cts in tl1n cont rover ... :, vould follow . A draft ,-ra3 s bni t ted to the meet int;, but was referred for furth r consider~tion to a Gub-corn~ittee which was to redraft it and brin~ it to the A inistrativc Committ .e , .. ,ith power to act . 

... e meeting adjo 1rned at 6 : 4 F . r· . 

A. L . 
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CO~'"FIDE'l TIAL O. r:rg 

IHNUTES OF UEETL. G OF EXECUTIVE CO!- iITT:EE 

January 15, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the ouncil was held Mondey, 
J anuary 15th, at 4:00 P. , . , at 342 1adison Avenue, rm-1 Yorl: Clty. 

PP.ESE.~ 

Chaim Greenberg (presiding), :rs . Judith Epstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
! rs. Rose Halprin, Prof. l:ilton Handler, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. 
Levinthal, Judge lliorris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Hennan Shulman, !rs. Rebecca 
Shulman, David Jertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Dr# Bernard Joseph; Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arthur Louri e . 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCES I. ST. LO 1IS AND CINOINlf.4.TI 

Ir. Tuvim presented a report on the Christian conferences, sponsored by 
the American Palestine Committee and. the Christian Council on Palestine, held 
during the paGt week in St. Louis and Cincinnati, both of whicl1 had been eminently 
successful. 

In Cincinnati, where the conference took place on January 9th, two meetin~s 
were held. The afternoon session was attended by over 400 Chri stians, outstanding 
leaders in the civic, religious and educational fields. At tho dinner meeting 
about 450 ere present . The speakers &t these me tings eres Prof. Friedrich, 
Dr. Poling, Dr. Phillips, Dr. Atkinson, ~r. LeSourd and Dr. Heller. About 150 
people in Cincinnati joined the American Palestine Committee and. the Christian 
Council on Palestine as a result of th~sc meetings. 

The Cincinnati conference hat to be arranged under great difficulties. 
A great deal of pressure as brought to bear on the Christian leaders by tho 
Council for Judaism. Several of thoM expressed reluctance to proceed, c iving 
as a r~ason tha holding such a conference might be embarrassin to the Pre ident. 
The Council for Judaism attacked the conference in several articles which a earf3d 
ln the public press . All this served, however, to arouse even greater interest 
in he conference and to result in larger attendance at ~e .eatings . 

In St. Louis 21 meetings were held in the course of t •'O days . All of the;; 
were successf 1, 

There ere four meetings of teachers, attended by 4400 teachers in all, -
tvo in the city of St. Louis, one for the county, and one in East St. Louis. 
James .acDonald, Prof. Friedrich an~ Dr. Lindeman addressed those meetings. 

There 1a a meeting of ministers in the mornin , ac.dr0sr.ed by Dr. Lo der i.!.k 
Rev. Phillips~ t Dr. Lindeman . A tea arranged by a missionarJ women's i roup drew 
well over 300 ladies,who w re addressed by Rev. Phillips and i:rs. Lowdermilk. 
About 100 of those present at this . ecting signed membership cards • 

There was a luncheon meeting arranged for about 85 out of town ests 
and sponsors. Some of the communities near St. Louis had sent Christian delegates 
to the conference. The D ania fil was shown at this mcetin and there was a 
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round table discussion. The purpose of that meet in was· to acquaint the out of 
to1tm people ,,ri th the work of the American Palestine Com':li ttee and the Christian 
Council n.nd to give them an idea as to how to set up com ittees of their own • 

About 6,000 membership earls and kits of literature were distributed at 
these various meetings. About 450 signed cards have been brou ht back fro St. 
Louis; and another 500 are expected to come in. 

In addition to the speakers mentioned abovP, Dorothy Thompson, Dr. Silver, 
Dr. Atkinson, and Dr. LeSourd participated. Dorothy Thompson spoke for forty 
minutes and delivered an excellent address. She was given a tremendous ovation. 

Dr. Clark ialker CurnninGs, the chairman of the St. Louis conference, 1 10 
is secretary of Church Federation, was extremely helpful. He has no\-1 taken the 
chainnanship of the American Cht-istian Palestine Con.,ittee . in the St. Louis area. 

Our m••n committees in Cincinnati and St. Louis had done excellent prelimina1. 
organization ·1ork in their localities. 

The next conferences scheduled'are to be held in San Francisco on February 
27th anc~ in Los Ane;eles on ? arch 1st. 

It was sugP,ested that a report on the Christian confere.nces held in Cin
cinnati and St. Louis be sent to the Local Emergency Committees. 

ACmioN BEFORE Tli3 PRESIDENT'S DEPARTUR3 

It ••ras rer orted that Prof. Handler, who will now be our liaison officer 
with the American Palestine Committee, had had his first meetinc that afternoon 
with Dr. LeSourd and Dr. Voss and the question had been discursed there of bringinr, 
to the attention of the President the action t en by the Christian bodies in this 
country on Palrstine, e.g. the resolutions adop; d by the Labor groups, the Pctitior 
of the Uni vcrsi ty professors, etc., since it appearai that the President was not 
aware of tho extent of Christian support in tho United Sta es for tho Zionist 
program. In afdition, it was proposed that important members of tho Christian 
Council ncl. the American Palestine Cammi ttce throughout the country should be ask d 
to -,rite or \·1iro to tho President inclicating their views, and thdt letters be sent 
him from the ational Conference on Palestine in the name of Dr. ·farsh for the 
American Palestine CoI!lr:littee and Dr. Voss for he C::.ristian Council, and from 
:Bishop Oxen, on behalf of the three Iethodist Juris .. ictions •1ho have adopted 
Palestine Resolutions. 

The action proposed by the Christian groups was believPd to be most desirabli 
It was agreed that the emer[.;ency commit tee chairmen should be a:p ri sed of this 
action and asked to use their local contacts to stimulate the sending of tele-
grams and letters from Christian groups and individuals. 

There followed discussion on action to be taken by Jewish groups and indi
viduals in the ne::t few days before the President rs departure. 

It ra agreed that the Local Emergency Cornnitt es should be cont cted at 
once and requested to take the necessary acti on to have let ors and wires sent to 
the President from local and national organizations and from individuals • 

The American Je\• ish Conference •ro lld be asked to contact its delc ~ates to 
coopcret in this activity. 
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In adition, it was believed. that sornethin6 further should be done to irrpress 
the President with the deep feeling that exists in this country wi. h rer·~ rc:1_ o he 
need for action on the Palestine question to be taJ---en by him. After so. e dincuss:!.or 
it was decided that a Day of Prayer be proclaimed. 

It was decided that Dr. Goldstein be named a com ittee of one , with power o 
coopt other me~bers, to supervice this activity. 

REPORT ON WASHL GTO I TALKS 

,fr. Shulman reported that Dr. 1'!i se an he, together ,,,i th Dr. Goldman and 
Dr. Joseph, had spent several days in Washington last week. They had seen a number 
of peo-ole connected with the Whit c House. They also saw Senn tor Wagnnr, who }1ad 
had a talk uith the President. Dr. Joseph, Dr. Goldmann and ·:r. Sl:ulman had called 
on James C. Dunn, Assistant Secretar~r of State, and in the course of a conversation 
lasting 1½ hours, presented the Palestine problem to him. Hr. Dunn expressed grea 
interest and suggested that further meetings be held with him as he was anxious to 
ac~uaint himself more fully with the Palestine question. He asked that a copy of 
the Lowdennilk book be sent him.. (Full report on Washington talks on file). 

In connection with the proposed meeting with the President, it was decided 
to prepare a brief me·norandum to be presented to him at that r.ieeting; and possi bl 
a fuller one elaborating on the points made in the shorter me~orandum . 

A su.grestion made that a substantial delegation call on the Secretary of 
State, to comprise both Christians and Je,1s, was approved. 

ZIO.r ISr:1 CONFEBE.1.-CE IN JERUS.ALEti 

A cable received from the Zionist Executive in Jerusal r . \ a read. The 
Executive is contemplating convening a world conf rence in Je sale at tie end 
of Febr ary , rhile Dr. Weizmann is in Palestine, in ,1hich representatives of t e 
Zionist movement all over the world, including delegates fron tbe liberated 
countries,would participate. The ultimate decision to hold this conference 
depended on the assur~nce of a delegation, repr0senting all the four parties, 
from America. 

After SJ e discussion it was decided to send a cable to Jeru~alem stating 
that we ,-,ill explore the possibilities of obtu.ining the ncce3 ary priori ties. It 
was agreed that an approach o the State Department in connecti on with :priori ti es 
should not be nade until the Secretary of State has been seen on th other matter . 

FI • .A:.. CE BUJGEr.i COM 1!T EE 

: r. Louis P. Rocker ~as unani ously elected chainnan of this Committee, 

e desi ~nees of the parties on the Finance and Budget Cor.unittee are: 
H· 1.dassah-- iss Julliet • Benjamin; z.o.A.-- r. Herman Weismari; IIizrachi-· rs. B, J. 
Goldstein: Poale Zion--I-Ir. Philip Cruso . . 
EXECUTIV:J DIRECTOR 

A report was made on action taken with regard to a new Executive Director. 

• STATEMENT TO CILuRMEU OF LOCAL EMERGE CY CO • 'ITTEES 

The statement to be issu d by the Council with ref rence to the internal 
reor0 anization was reported on a.nd it was agreed that the representatives of the 
four grol.lps meet the following day and. try to come to an agreement on his state
ment. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 P. M. A. L. 
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Al E .IC} Z 1 IS E ~RGEKCY COtnJCIL 

I UTES OF 1EEr.,I G HELD Af l(RY 2h, 19~fi 

A :-1eeting of the A. ericrn Zionis , Er.ier ency Council ·1as ~ eld Thursd, 
ev·=minr:, c7anuary 25th, at 8:15, at 342 ,adison Aven1e, :m-• Yorl: City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wis.e (r,residin.o:), ::aurice Boukstein, Pir:chLs Cruso, : :r r. . 
Judi th E:!)stein, r. Israel Goldstein, , rs~ :3 . J. Goldstein, Ha~ im G_·PP-nberr; , 
!-1rs . Rose EElprin, Benjamin Itzko·,ritz, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi I ax Kirshblum, Rabbi 
I. ·: . Kn~alsJ.:y, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levint:1al, Louis Lips>~,. 
~IP..rvin Lowenthal, Israel ere inski, Isaac fo.iclitch, Emanuel ·cUiilruin, Loui :-; P. 
Rocker, Dvora Rothbard, Jude i.:orris Rothenberg, Sarn.el Rothstein, :;rs , er 1 a. 
Schoolr:nn, Heman Shulman, J. rs. Rebecca Shulman, Louis Ser;:_l , •~r,yer ·T. ~-eis &;: l, 
Herman ·Tcisrn~ , D::-.vid Wertheim, 

Dr . I • ...,. Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Har.s La.mn, Art!1 r Loaric. 

~:orclcc.:i Bentov, Dr. JosP.ph Cohn, Isaioh L. :<enen, Zor'ch farh~.fti
0 , 

rs. Rachel :. ~~rden, Sa uel J. Z acks , Reuben Za.slanl , Baruch Zuckerman • 

ruTES 

mhe min tc-s of the Erner •pncy Council :nee in.r•~ hel 
were apnrovrcl. 

CAIRO TRIAL 

ece. bcr 20th nnd 28th 

mhe (lUf' s ti on ras r aised as to \·1he 1 -- r th,:, Co mci 1 our;h to ap-r eal f 011 

coffiT'luta i on o: the doatJ.1 scntfmc' irir,osed on akir.i. anc~ 13en-Z lr· . 

t r-ir disc ssion, a motion w -~ ~rJ e a.nd ado ted th, t ir1divicl.ual ,., ri ,:·s of 
the Council, o.s 'ndividuo.le, anr: not as a Zionis 1.; rOUJ), re~rnst reli ious ,;ro,1y: c, 
Jewish a.n/ no"':-Je\··ish, to i terc de on behalf of the t\-ro boys :.nd cable a_1 el::; 

o the E. ·• ti ' ln Kin anr, Governmr n . 
" 

. • ZASLA~. I I S ADDRESS 

:r. Reuben Zaslani of thn Poli ti cal ~;)ar ment of he Jewish Abency in 
Je s ::' len. ·ho ha .. ·ust arriv C: ;.n for York , clelivP11 ed. r brief acldress on t_:!.e 
-r,olitical sit1<.tion in Pale~tine . It was a .... ree t1a " 1eshollc1 b ec:;.skcd o 
add.ress he Co· i.n il · t reater length on another o cusion. O:r . Zasla •s :c dc.recr 
on file) . 

REORG iIZA'I'I :i OF E~•:ERG ;CY COtL CIL 

r . Greenberg re;orted on the reorg ni·a ion of th~ E: cr:-·cncy CD ~.cil . 

As p""r of the reorgc1nizct i on , it wn. ncc0s a r.r o revie,, thP stanc.in6 comrni ttces •rhi ch h -s been s t up last yec.r by tho Council ,.n ~ to reorec:nizc 
th here noccs : .. ry . 
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Anerican Palestine Com itt e : Since i-'r. Shulna.n has aris .ed ne,, ~uties he was not in a position to continue as chairman of this committee . The ounci.l has been fortunc:- .... e in enlisting, in the capacity of liaison bet·ween he .u .e r,~"ncy Council anc. the American Palestine Cammi ttee, Professor il ton Handler, of CoJ.ur.1bi ~ Lav School , ,,rho 11a.d until recently held an important position in ,i;1shin '";ton . Prof. Hanc'.ler is sumed his new duties last week . 

Co·,·unittee on Contacts ,.,ith Pos - ar Planning Groups: nb.is was the .ost recent comr.1i ttr-e hich had been set np, under the co- chair 1anship of i.·rs. Pool and Capt ?.in Tulin, before the reorganization of the Council. A sclccti on is beinG made of the many post-war planning groups to be cont a cted. 

Finance and Budget Comni t tee: r:1hi s com'!li t t 0c hac been re orf_;ani zed U! der tl1e chaiman hir of i,ir. Louis P. P.oc:cr. It has been est blishcd on the b si~ of representation of the four constituent or:;ani~ations of the Cou.1 il . 'Ihc Trotts 1r r is also a mo~bcr of this cor.unittec . 

Publications Committee: One of the most successful comrnitt 'rs bt.s boon tho Publication~; Com.mi t tcr·, under the chai r:nansi) of i.Ir. Loui Lipslc-J, , nd hC' ·rould continue in that ca acity. 

Committee on Contacts -,itl1 Christi an Clery: Some cx:)loratory mr}:; ::.s still to be c.one on this co□mittee . RPboi Bernstei is still out of toi·1n. It is contemplated asking R bbi Joshua Lieb"'!an o serve as co-chairMrn of this conrti ttee. 

Corn.nittee O!l Labor :ct.elation : The American ""ewish TrEide ni0n Cor:: ittee for Palestine hr.s been ver-;1 activ , and a number o substantial ·•chievr•mo~1 t'" C"n be registf'recl. ::he cr .. airnan of the committee, hm·ever, hn.s n,,t been attcnc1L!-~ our meetings, anf. the future functio ing of ho co. :1itt e will rcq_1>.ire f,_rth r 
disc ssion. 

1hc Com-.1ittee on Special Services has bricn abolishrd; :,.s ha.s he Cor.1 ,ittc on Contact s -,i h 1overnmcnts-in-Exile., 1hich i r~ a func ion of t·1c Jnwi,.!1 .A.-~-1.cy. 

So nc c .... -:: n ->e s are to be J'TH'.de in tho comnosi ion of he Co. ~it trc on r.cri ccm Jc,•rish Reli ,.·ious ..:orces, ,rhich it was su gcstcd "hould be call c 11 Co • u rthodo:. Jo• i sh Forces II because it ,_., as n.ss·med t}wt the coi:lr.ii t c \·0ulcl clc ... l onl , • ri th orthodox Jm·lish L·rours . Rabbi Gold, ho1.·cv 0 r, feel ... tha tl-_c cont<.!.ct of tltt commi ttoc s: onlcl 10t be and \•r'1 s not intended. t0 be limit d to o r hodox c vish . rou:ps. He is of the opi nion 1-:t thr. Com'iittc r sho ld be au 10rizcd to LJ.Tf• roach, when nccessc:.r ~1nd .ri t.1 the consent of tho Executive, non-J('wir.l1 rclit, ious forces s \''ell. If the scope of t1e coM"'li t ca is onlar cd, oth r pco l L, ~rill h ... 1.vo to be included. 

Co'l1!'litteo on Eoncomic Pl:mnin ~· : It has boon decided to do no hi ,,. f rtncr Rbout his com"littce until the hrrivrl of ;.:r . Eliozor Y.:ay>lan, ·•ho is cxp00tcd in this country "omoti110 in 1n.rch, \•rhcn tho r ore nization of he cornmitto . will o undcrt r..kon . 

POLI ICAL ? POP..T 

.I.ire Tise reported on his vicit o the Prnsidcnt on Jo.nu: •ry 2 . A m"no-randum hr<".. b een left i th the President on thn. visit, and ther af er a 1 tter was sent to him dealinr; <Jith some of 11e :noints re .ised d1rinf; thr: J.ntervicw. 

:r. Sh lM2n reported that r . Goli41"'1ann a"1.d he haa. been in ashL -;ton for 
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~ o days the revious week, and Dr. Uise and Dr. Joseph ,-,ere also there or one da~~
_hey hai .t1D? conversat i ans with a number of people connected ,d th the 1th1i tr> Eo lSG; 
and r. Goldmann, Dr . Joseph and i:r . Shul□an hac: spent an hour and. a half ·ritL 
Hr. James c. :)unn , Assistant Secretary of State. In add.ition, Dr . •Tise anf ~:r . 
S.i1ulman had had a long talk with Senator Wagner . 

1r. Shul.:-1cm report ed on a conversation which Senator 'fr~'!..· er ha<: h~ c". • it· the 
President enc'. on a letter which he had sent hin . 

(Reports of Washington tc:,lks on file) . 

A mr..ttcr trhich had come 1._p the rrevious dc1.y, and \-!hi ch required i ,e • ate 
action , wc. .. s the news that had beP.n 1eceived, by :Dr. Silver anc. by Dr. ~•i se , of -:he 
possi ili ty of Col . Hoskins beint; annointed. economic advisor to ,he i:id(.11:. ...:.iast . 
Col. Hoskin I pro-Arab bias .... nc his activities in ·Tashin:::;ton in circulc:-tin6 a 
docur.1ent anong Con ressnen and. Senators ,-rhich wn.s extrenely anti-Zionist , are ,,..ell 
kno··m . I mr1ecliately on receipt of thir; netrn, r. Wise and the ch ·~irme~ of :,11e 
Executive Committee and the Administrc.tive Comnittee got toge \Pr an( ere:'".:}? c1 
lo tor ·•h:.c·1 -ras sent, nder Dr . ·Tise•~ signatare, to ·:r. St ettinL1s . ':'he· ... ttcr 
,,a. on0 of f~reat urgency and it h cl. not been possi blc to call toretarr the .--,-.11 
AtlninistrrtivC' 001-,,":littee . 'rherecfter, the constituent orga.nizc.ti ·-:ns of the Co·.1ncil 
, ere cont £:.ct~c'. an<:1. , vith the exception of Hadc.ss2.h, 1:rhic:i he: ( counts c.;.S to ··.he 
aa.vi ability of this procer.ure, agreed to send t ele.i;ra·1S to :·r. Ste ttini,._3 , to 
;:r. Crowley, hen.cl. of the Foreic11. Economic Ac .'lin.istr[ ion, anc o -:~. 01~-.. +or, 
he rid of the ~conr111ic Division of the St~ e Department. 3-le ArtE'ric.:..a Je·-,i s'· o·,~
ference, too , thro1r;h I!r . Lipsky, sent a letter . In aC:dition, :1e a.sni"'tcnce of 
a n unber of frienas in ·fa.shine-ton ~ ar been enlisted. 

• There ,,as some discussion on the action t-::.1-:en in connection \· i t~1 Col. Hos"dn. 

• 

It was sug{;ested by certain of the Hadassah rcpresent:-i.ti Vf'S pre"'ent that it wo ·ld 
be unfortunate for the Er.1erc.,ency Council to be on r ecor0 as ha7ir. ~ oiJpo ... cd t 1e 
appoin tme~1t of Col. Hoskins , 2.s this .. igh t nerve to prejudice hi r" furtlv:3r L'!. ' e 
event that he was ap oint,,d. 

. It wc::.s pointed out that it .rnuld be i:ipossible ton, :e Col. Los1::ns :.10 re 
anti- Zionist thnn he in at p rP.sent. He l1as been connectec ,,,i th the :3ei1 lt 
University, thP center of anti-Zionis in thf' !Tear z, .st . His p~o1,le "r0 among 
those 1ho built 1p that school in the last cen~rati on . His hostilit ·as a fact 

n~ had t9 be accented s such . 

Dr. 'li se said that for the Emergency Council, as a poli ti C[tl boC:;/ , not .,o 
have rer;istercc its protest against such f.n appointnent , onld hP-re bcc.n i,,.. )ossible . 

The question of procedure was rn.isecL, :ir s . Hal:prin felt that thP ac inis
trativP committee should have bf>en c:-·lled together to c.ecide on action to "rJe d·:en 
in this matter . As it was, Hadassah had not be n con3ulted before the letter ,ns 
sPnt to ··r. Stettinius . It was pointed out hat information re2chec. the of.:'icers 
indicating that the decision . i .ht be tsken within a ma er of hours anc. if .. ction 
, as to be taken it ,ould not be cl layed until a meeting was convenea .• 

A motion was made and adopted. that in vi of he question raisec:'.. cs to 
procedure , the Council approves the action tal~en b its officer • ·-rra. H[..lprin, 
Hrs . ~stein and :rs . Schoolman refrained from voting on this motion • 

A number of other questions had be .n taken u1 in ·ashin6 ton , rmonc· t e : 
the oucstion of rocurin a ship to t rcJnsport the chil ren fro ... Fr 4nco , :Selgium 
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--and Switzerlc1nd to Palestine; the separ:.:-..tion of Palestine from the e r jast 
Division of the State Department; in view of the fact that the Palestine ~roblem 
was not Merely a part of the ~ear Eastern comJ,lex, but hact implications exte:.1.ding 
far beyond that rE:gion; the forthcoming meeting of the President with ::r. Churchill 
and. ::r . St ;-,,lin; and the proposal taken up by Dr. Joseph that the GI riGhts to 
benefits, etc. for those who decide to settle outside the United States ~.fte the 
war arply specifically to Palestine as uell . 

A general discussion on the Jioli ti cal report followed. 

:·r. ~·ere inski sugr;ested that steps b taken to approach the Russia.n Embassy 
and ask them to convey to iir. Stalin that the J e1,rs of America expect fror.1 hiw 
suJY')ort not only for a Je ,ish Commonweal th but also for the ri ~ht of Je ·:s r-11 over 
the i.•rorle,., including Russia, to emigrate to Palestine • 

.. r. Greenberg stated t~1at the Exec J.ti ve •.,,ould take u .._ the questi 'in of 
rep r 0se::. tations bo1i1 to the Brit· sh Embassy and. the Soviet Embassy in connection 
with .migration from the Balkans. As far as the Soviet authorities arc concerned 
it i£ pro11e r for us to a!)proach them v.n<I tell the wh ~t ,.,re know about tho sit ".tion 
in 7~ruiania, in 3ulgaria, etc. Despite th('> fact that r. Golc1mb:in received 11ord 
from tL.e :a 1.ss ian Consul in i ew York, ,~•ho was authorized by t 11e Ar.ib,1s sa&o1· of the 
U,.S.SoR. [l.t p resent out of the country to !!lake the statement. thc:.t Russi a h·tr, 
nothing against emigration fro :Sulbaria, we 1-:now that the ltim,-1 .. e autj_ ori t - i _ 
Bulgaria is the Soviet Union ancl. we havo a ribht to ask about ,he ban on n:ni-~ra
tion. -:-he question of the emigration of Jm-1s fror. Russia it c;clf , '10\• ever, is a.'1 
€xcecdingly delicate mat1;er, and ::r . Greenberg war cc: against t·1:in; • > that 
proble • 

• i · r. Warhaftig said that the problc. of . c J e ••s in the tcrri tori~~ ncie:;11 or-

• 

ing on ~ussia should be put not only to the Russi· . Govennent, 'but '~lC!o to .:._:o 
Bri tisJ.1 e.nd Al"'lericc.n. The :proble. of tho Jo •· s is not a Soviet vro"Jlc:n b 1t 2. world 
problem; therefore this problcn of e!:iigr:.:.tion fro . :Sulgaria s'-:o·,Jct be - ut to ho 
Uni tod States and Great Britain as t,.rcll . 

:ir. ~oumann, discussing a reference made a t th o intervi1"'1,.,r with the Presiden 
on possi blc obj C' ctions to tho fea i bili ty of the Lo •rdc rmilk plan, s<.1i d th2.t the 
fact is that no objections h ave been indicated. 

• :r. Heumann pr sent eel tho follo .-•ing ne\·1 facts in connection with tnc J. V .A. 
In addition to two enbinoers who have been in Pal 0.s tinc for scvtr~l onth3 , 
arrangc~ents have been mace to have a consultant en inecr (a mo~ e r of the. oard 
of the Comr.1ission on Palestine Surveys) visit Pal esti!1e . He is now in Del~1i, 
India. Only a ,-,eek aGO the Society of American Engineers a•'c re c h im the highest 
at,.rard of the engineering profession. He will spend. some ti'ie in P'tle<-t i rrn , without 
comr ensation. He is 6 oing there at the official requ st of the De;-iartn ent of he 
Interior of the United States Govern111ent, wit., th h lP of th~ Departm nt of St r t • 

::r, Zuckerr.mn said he did not share entirel.," the opi ion of ::r. GrcenbGr 
with regard to Russia. He did understand that th question of the Je ·,s in Russia 
should not be raised now. The problem of el'!ligration from Russi a should not be 
mixed U:P ·ri th the que tion of emigration of Je,.rn from the Ball-::ans. 3ut i ::1 con
nection ,-:i th th ,.-,hole qu st ion of the migration of neo!)le to Palestine, the time 
r.iay cone when we . ay be able to speak to the Russian Goverrunen as ·rell • 

ACTIO.t:T BEJfOBE THE PRESIDE ,.T'S DEPART 

Dr. Goldst in reported that in accorda.."1.ce with t e decision t oken b the 



- 5 -

·, • • Executi vc Co .mi ttee at its meetinG on January 15th, to s timula.tc :1ublic actl0n in 
connection ,,ith the coming departure of th President for the Conference of he 

• 
Big 11hree, a committee was appointed to cteal wi h the synugogue :pha::e of the 
action, uhich c,.,lled for a Da~, of Prayer to be observed in synaf:OQ.1-en thro·, -·]1uut 
t} e country. ?his com:,1ittee consisted of Rab i ~volf Gold, Dr. Stephens. Uise 

• 

• 

and Dr. Golds ein, and they were assisted by Rabbi Kirshblum, R--1:o"!)i Ahron Orfr:.nr 
of the Synagogue Council of America, enc1.. -~r. i·agida. The cooperation was sec1;.red 
of tl1e S~rnngogue Council of Arr:eri ca, which co□nuni cated with all the Rab"oi s tho·1 ·h
out t~10 country. Additional appeals to the Rabbis \/ere issued by the Rab-oinical 
As.:eobly of A erica, the Rabbinical Council of I crica, as well as by the united 
S;rnago[,1.l.O of America, the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregati0ns and ot.ae:~ nation.2: 
bocUes . On Saturday January 27th, the sermons a.nd services in the syno..:_.;o 1.i_es 1.-,ill 
c:..ll oP- devoted to the theme of the vital stake which Jeus all over the ,.ro le. 1tve 
in the forthconing meeting of the President of the Uni tecl States \·ri th tl1e leaders 
of ot.:.e1· .Allied Nations , ancl emphasizing the anxiety Hi th ,,,hich these d.eliberatior_ 
are v:.e•.-10cl by Je ,,s everywhere anc1.. their hopes that from the?1 will emcr6 e a ne\-r 
era in Je,rish history through the reconstruction of Pa1estine PS a Jm-,ish Cor.r1on
,-.real th .. 

I,1 D.ddition to the Synagogue Council action, which has been 1') bl~ci~cd in 
the Yidcish j)ress, action \1as tnken throughout the country, t>.ro .6h the loc~1 
emorgenc:· conriittees, to have organizations anc .. individuals SE' n c .. tele[:;r~-s to he 
President before his departure. This request is meeting with a very o~:"icotn'.: l:ing 
res">onsc. 

The Anerica._,-1 Palestine Com-,ittec and Christian Council have 2 c-o t · 1::en 
actio1, calling on r;ro1..ps and nror:,inent individuals to send cor unicatir1n to he 
President • 

RESOLUTI o~r B3FORE CONGRESS 

l•ir. Shulman referred to tho Ge lan and Cellar resolution ·.hich had been 
introduced in tho House . It was agreed that the Council continue with the line 
adopted , that ,. e should not press for t' e resolution at this ti□e, b 1t ·rnul0. try 
to get clearance at the proper time. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 P. • 

A. L • 
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AI~ERICA T zro rrsi:i Ei:z:RG...J CY cou:;cr1 

l'I JUTES OF EXECUTIV:S COI ~ITTEE ;rn:mTI G-

Februa:rJ 5 , , 94h 

A ,eeting of the Executive Co::mittee of the AmericE'n Zionist 3rner ·p,ncy 
Counci l ,-ras }: eld ·-ronc.ay, February 5th, at '7: L'.5 P. i ~. at 342 :todi !,on Avenue, :7ew 
York City. 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), ::rs . Judith :E:pstein, Dr . Inr~el Golc~Gt~ir. , 
-'- re:.. 3 . J . Goldstein, -!rs . Rose Hc,l ~1rin, Prof . r·ilton Ht=mclle r, R .... bbi I . ::. =~o ,;-ls:;--, 
101 1.i s Lipsky, Emanuel :;eumann, Judge ~:orris Rothenber{:', Louis Se __;-,_1 , HernL-n Sir lMa:, 

rs . 3.P°bccca Shul'"'.lan, Captain Abrnha":1 Tulin, avid ert..:1eim, Jr . S cy.ihen s . . :i zA . 

:Jr . }:Tahur., Goldmann; Dr . I . B. Ber1<son, Arnold. z. Isr eli, Arth ,.r Louri . 

P LI~ICAL REPORT 

::r. Shulman r eported on he conversations which Dr. 'lis 0, , !:r. G::tecnbere 
r>nd h e had 1acl in trashing on th previous ,· e nesday, v.ri t 1 the hc-.,d of th Fore· 0 n 
Economic Administration anc' his c.eputy assistant an, ui th the ho :.-.d of t1e .;.!Jccno 'ic 
Division of the State Depar ment ruir'. ~r . Charles aft, on the s .1bject cf the 
proposed appointment of Col . Hoskins ; anc~ with :1r. Joseph Grew , Act in Secretary 
of State . (Repoz:t of conservations on file) . ,.,here ,as reason to ho,p_c tl at the 
appnintn n o: Col . Hoskins \oult not be a~e . 

_he conversa ions •rith ·:r . Grew 1a.s ver-J satisfc-ctorJ . ··1· . Grer ~:.rJ~•red 
keen interest in the Palestine question and said he had been rr rc'inc ev~ryth~ng 
in the State Department on th subject . Two main questic.,ns wer,- c.iscus. ed \· i th 
him: the quec-tion of immi ratio :inc the need for the es 'l°b_isLmcnt of Pa l,-, :-tine 
as a separate C,c;>artrrn-rit in he State De"!)artr.rnnt, a-'-_art fron t _o ~-car :Ja~·t co:1-
plex. .1 r . Gr w showed interest but i~dicatcd. thc.t the ::iatt or ,.-,o·.1lc~. b·1vr> to be 
taken up a. a.in on the return of ::r. Stettini us . 

::r. Grm• cx,ressed the wish to cliscuss the Pale tine sit-.Ption f....:.rt::e:1 at 
another m~ ting. 

Dr. 1•Ti se reported on th visit which Dr . Golc"!.! ann c:-nd he l1ac' :,['.( e to 
:r . ::Jd,·in C. Uilson, n wly anpointed AI!lbassac.or to 1rkey. ':he q estion of 
facilitating the irnr.iigration of J ews from the Balk ns to Palest L e vi· _ r.,~ey 
wrn cdsc-..ssed with !:r. llilson, ,ho ,..,.s fri ndly anc'.. a_!)paren ly anxious to ·J 

h lT)ful . 

··r. Sh 1lmW1 further rep orted. tha~ Con{'ressman Dirksen of Illinois is roi'1g 
to the Hec:-r Eart o make a thoro 1gh s dy of that part of the 10rld.. l3e:o r1: he 
le c:-ves it is hoped to meet ith him • 
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RESPONSE 'i10 CALL F03. ACT IOU TO LOCAL E tERGENCY crn.r :ITTEES 

It was reported that there had been a very good response on the p~rt of 
Christians a'l'ld Jews to the call issued by the :Emergency Council, the 0rica.n 
Palestine Committee and Christian Council on Palestine to send messages to tfle 
President prior to his departure. 

A':'LAJ.TTIC CITY CO FERE1 CE 

It was reported that the conference of chairmen of local emergenc:r conrii tteE' 
froi:1 tl1.e Eastern States south of Connecticut, which was helc1. in Atlantic City 
:te'·H'U[ ry 3rd and 4th, haa proved to be a useful and satisfactory meeting. In view 
of tl:e recent order of the 'Tar :robilization Board, the number o: those present !1.ac. 
to be linited to fifty peonle. Over forty local chaimen attenf~ed; and it was 
therefore }Jossi ble to invite onl:r those members of the Council \.r.ho were partici _;at
in6 in the pro . ram. ( .inutes of conference on file). 

It is planned to have possibly two more of these meetincs, the first to be 
held in Boston February 24th and 25th, for local col'IlMi ttee chairmen in J:.eu :Sn:...-::1.".nd. 
to be followed by a conference in Chicago. These meetings, too, will h av e to be 
restricted to 50 partici ants. 

APPLICATIO} OF LEFT POALE ZION 

An application haa been received from the Left Poale Zion for admission to 
the Council as a const~ tuent organization. r. Paul Goldnan he/. , however , --i.sked to 
meet \·ri th officers of the Council before the matter is discusse r.:".. by the Exe~1:ti ve 

It wns =_-)ointed out that if the Left Foal Zion a re admitted to the Co mcil 
as a constituent organization, t~1.e Hasl1omer Hatzair \·:ill make a similar r equest, 
[either the Left Poal e Zion nor the Has omer Hatzair ever appear d as a separate 
Zionist party on Congress lists. 

It w~.s agreed that a meeting be arranged -,i th !!r. Gold.r.ian a'1d one or .ore of 
the officers before deciding the atter. 

It was decided that the Executive Committee meet hcreaft0r on he first and 
third iionclays of each month, at 3: 30 P. : . and that the full Council meet on t!1e 
third onclD;r of each onth, at 8 :15 P. - • he A&:linistra tive CoM .i tee •ill fix 
its O\•'!l meeting dates. 

COl ~r J. •..j_!_; 01 COl. TACTS 'l!TH POST-WAR PLA1TL.rG GROUPS 

Captain Tulin reported on the luncheon meet in !1eld that eta~ with ·:r. Cla rk 
Eichelberger, cirector of the CoMmission to Study the Organization of Pea ce, and 
Dr. Atkinson, a member of the Commission's Executive Committee, ,,rhich hud been 
arranged bJ the Committee on Contacts with Post-Jar Planning Groups of the Emeri nc 
Council. Present at this meeting were, in adc.i tion to the two r prese:it .:.ti ves of 
the Commission, Prof. Janowsky, tarvin Lo,-,enthal, Dr. 3erkson, :•rs. Pool and 
Captain Tulin • 

The request was made of the me.bers of the Commission that e be given an 
opportunity to p resent the Zionist vie -, of the Palestine and :ear Eas situat i on 
to the Commission . i-tr. Eichelberger proposed that the Erner ency Council, t 1rough 
its comr:li ttee on contacts with post-,-,ar planning group s, present a very short 
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memorandum to the Executive Committee of the Commission to Study the Or~anization 
of Peace, ·ri thin the next few days. indicating why we believe that t'1e p roblem 
of Palestine , as a world problem, falls within the scope of their work c',,llc"'.. e.s.dng 
the Executive Com~ittee to arrange for the full Com ission to give usu nctri~g 
on the qu~stion • 

~;r. Eichelberger had indicated that the Exeeutive Cammi ttee of the Con~::. :-ic 
mir--ht arran--;e to appoint a co ittee to study the matter. He stated furt~1er thc.t 
if the Exec1tive Committee agreed to the proposal for a committ ee , Dr. At':~:'lson 
would be as!ced to name the members. 

In the discussion w ... 1ich followed Captain Tulin I s report severcl me 'Jers of 
t ... c ?Jxecutivc ex:-)ressed c.oubts as to the advisability of accepting the :iro:,osr1s 
made c?.t the luncheon. It was pointed out that the chairman 0f the Com ission, 
Prof~ Jar,es T. Shot,ell, is an anti-Zionist, and several other 8C1~crs of the 
Co1D1ission 1 s Executive Committee have shovm tnemsclves to bB biased, 
and reac~:r to accept tho Arab point of view co.r.rpletely. It ould be a dan.;ero ts 
thine, it ,,as brlieved, to permit the study to be made, bearini.: in mine'.. the :1co_')lc 
connected •ith the Commission and remembering too, our experi ences in the ~~s t 
with experts~ reports. It was feared, too, that the opportunity \lould be ta'~cn 
t;r tho pro-Arabs on the Commission to provide a. forum for Arab propagandists in 
this countrJ. 

It v•as u rged thn.t the mat tor be considered further before proceedinc with 
the proposal made by Ur. Eichelberger and that cert a.in persons associated with 
the Commi ■ sion be consulted. It was sugt;osted further hat so f a r as t_1c Cotr..
mission to Study the Organization of Peace was concerned, the approach s 1or.ld be 
to individual members rather than to the or~anizations as a whole. 

Dr. 3 cr~cson did not share the f oars of some of the other menbers of the 
Executive, diet not see that there was danger in proceeding with the proposl'.ls . 
made. It was likely that the Commission would not take a specific attitude on 
Palestine, but in any case we should not assume that peo;,le 1 s ~ie•,s are static. 
and he urged that if we have an opportunity to present the Zionist case to an 
important bod:r like the Com□ission to Study the Organization of Peace, \ e S!1ould 
grasp that opportunity. He coulc see only good coming fron it . 

The suggestion was made and approved that when Dr. 1eizmann comes to t his 
count cy in the spring, we should arrange for him to meet •.ri th embers of the 
Com□ission. That should be done ~nstead of proceeding \•ri th th /3 p ro-)osc.l, to have 
a com;!'littee a!)pointed. to :iake a study of the Palestine question. 

~here 1as some discussion on the functions of the Co:-:imittee on Cont a cts 
with Post-War Planning Groups. Captain Tnlin said he e.greed \Ii th the necessity 
of defining the scope of activities of the comni ttee nnc~ urged that t 1e c should. 
be a closer liaison bct,-reen it anc:. the Exec,lt i vc Com"li ttec. 

It \ras a~reed that the co-chai~.en of the Comnittee on Cont acts 1it~ Post
'lar Planning Grouy>s meet with the Adninistrc..tive Committee anc"'.. raw u·, terms of 
reference for the co iittee . 

IRANIAN I STITUTE 

Attention was dra,..m to the "Iranian Institute d School for Asi atic 
Studies11 vhose faculty is headed by Prof. Arthur Upham Pope. Mrs. Pool he.c1 noted 
that am9ng the courses offered by this Institute there was nothing on Palestine 
and she suggest~d that Dr. l3erKson be asked to give a ,-,eekly lecture on the 
subject. S~1e h c'. talked to Prof. Pope .. d he is very anxious to have such a 
course included. 

It was the consensus that this suggestion ,as a goot one. 

The meeting adjourned at 6: 15 P. 4 •• 
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CONFIDElJTL\L x O. 41 

AUERICAl ZIONIST :9!ERG::mTCY cotnmIL 

. I ruTES OF l~ETI.JG OF EXECUTI~ co:-:I:':iEE 

February 19, 1945 

A Meeting of the Executive Cont""'ittee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council ,-1c.:s ~1 el cl ··10nday a.fter:ioon, February 19 , a t 3: 30, at 342 :tacli s on .Avenue, 
New York Cits ·• 

PRESENT 

Hayim Gr"'lenberg (presic..ing ), Maurice Bonkstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
irs. Ros ~ E;'1 -r:>rin, Prof . -!il ton Handler, Rabbi !,Ia.---: Xi rshblum, Louis Lipsky, 
-Irs. Tama r Pool, xii rs. Et ta Rosensolln, J~.1clge :,forri s Rothenb e rg, Lou i s S Pt;f-1, 
Herman Shulmc:1 , :frs. Rebecca Shulmun, Captain Abraha-n '2-.ilin, De vicl Uertl eim, 
Dr . Stcph(;!n s. :Tise, l!eyer W. Jeisg2l. 

Dr. l ru1um Gold..11ann; Arnold. K. Isreeli, Artl r Lourie; Isa iah L. ::enen. 

JTA BEPO~ OF DR. BTIRNAP.D JOSEPH'S STAn:.rm1-" BE AI:ERIC.AU DELEGATIO.T TO P.ALI:S':1I.:.1E 

Dr. Goldmann read a cable he ,1nl recei veci from • !r . Shert o~~ b en~ i nG a s 
ut terl.., f clcc t:1 . report that had appeared in the JTA of January 31st to t ~ e 
effect tha t Dr. Joseph, on his rct 1rn to Jerus :.."..len , hac. r roposo& thc.:.t t h e J L,\·.'i sh 
Agency :Jxec;:uti ve invi to Dr. 'ii se, Lrs. Halprin and Dr. Gold.stein t o Pal estine for 
conversa.t:i. ons ona_ that the Jewish Agcnc:· Execu tive h .. c.. disagr e ed with t _:.. s :._1 ro
poscl . :i)~·. Jos f'ph had ma.de no such sur.;esti on '101· c" i d the Executive consi 1..:er 
any such ropose.l . 

It wa s l eft to the office to d.ecid.e what use sh o1..1.ld. be mace of ~:r. s:_ertoz:. 's 
cable . 

SAN FRAlTC I SOO CO ITEBE CE 

Th q_uentio!l of the United Nations Cor .. f e rence to e held in San Francisco 
on April 2fl t 1 ::n d the possible 'hearin6 v:hich it mi ght h ave on the Palestine is'"'ue 
was disc _sse& , anc. Dr. Goldmann re orter .. on the results of i!lquiries he hac: mn.i:l..e 
in Wa shi!l::;ton a s to the agenda of the Conference . He also outlined some of the 
q_uesti ons the,t must be considered before April 25th an rep orted tha t h e 11ad s ent 
a cable to -'che Jm·rish Agency Executive in Jerusalem inqu:ring as to their vie ·s 
on the posi t i on to be taken by th~ Agency wi h rc 0 ard to the immediat e pos t - uar 
future of Pal ostL1e - the period botwe n the cessation of hostilities a.nd the 
a ctual est abli shment of the Jewish Com□onwealth, anc. also in uirinG whether the 
Je ish Ag :1cy , in view of its s _1ecial status under the !:andate, will wish to 
submit a se2_x\r ate memorandum to San Francisco or .ioin with other bodies ·.n a 
comprehensive joint memorandum . 

In the discussion that follo,-red, various points and sug£estions were jJc::..c..e . 
(Report of &iscussion on file) . 

It 1a s suggested by several members of the Executive t h~t every eff ort be 
made to have a Je\-·ish A.gene~, representative at San Francisco to pr "Sent our c2.'"'e 
and th t our pronaganda be directed to that enc . Despi tc the f a ct that there -,r-,s 
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no precedent or such a demand, that the Jewish Agency was not ranted re~1re s13nt .:i
tion at previous international conferences and. was never given permission to f'?T;?ear 
officially before the Mandates Commission, this demand should now be r.iade . 

It w2.s believed that the Jewish Agency mi 0 ht be pernittcd to p resent its 
case to t:1e Oonunission which will deal with l!a.ndftes. It was urgec. tha.t even 
though we .. ig1t not be given direct entry to the Conference it would be advisaolc 
to create a favorable atmosphere for our case before and during the Conf rcnce , 
and that a meeting in San Francisco arran6ed by the local emergency cornni t t ce 
togother ui th t:1e Christian groups mi~t be helpful to that end. 

It was reported that the American Jewish Conf or<'nce has been .:;1 ving some 
thought to the San Frruiciseo Conference and felt that this 1as a good opportun~t:, 
to c.rar.u:>vtize Je ·rish demands. It has been considering joint mee tings of the Con
ference and tho Emergency CoMmittces all over the countrJ including San Frc .. ncisco, 
which woulc. be fully publicized. 

After further discussion it was docidcc. that an effort b e r.ia.c.o to ascert rdn 
f ·rom those officials in the State Departr.ient. \ho Lr.e c.ea.ling ,Jitl1 t!1e r.·att er uhc..t 
the Dapa:r:tme-1t is thin.kine- on the subject of l"andates . La ter on the re:_Ji·csentc..1.ti vm 
of the ~rner_?;"':1cy Council nnd the Je\•rish Agency should see the Secreta ry of St rte 
and others• ,, ho chould not be approached at this time. ;'h.en the desired infornaticn 
has bePn obt ;- ined, the Council should then begin to discur s the matter anc. inform 
Jerusalem of our thinking . 

INTER-.Ai.fER!C_-.:: CO i!'EBENCE O UAR .Al!D PEA.CE 

Re::erence w.:is made to the Inter-Americ r;.n Oonfer~nce to b e held in ::e.:dco 
City starting Februn.ry 21st. !t -~as believed that it ro.s imrortant for Dr. Goldmann 
to go to ~-Iexico unc. to endeavor to obt ain an e;~p re .. sion of opinion from the foreign 
ministers of the South American countries, a number of 1•rhom are r.iembers of Pro
Palestine Com:.1ittees in their respective countries. Dr. Goldmann indicated th-,,t 
he was i nvestieating the possibilities of going to Mexico and if he could. uo t eo 
himself someone else rould go in his stead. 

DR. 1•1.AGNES I LETTER IN l~·t YORK Tilr!lS FEl3RUA.RY 1 7 

The letter by Dr. ,Iagnes which had appeared in the ~ew York Times on 
February 17th and a. reply to be submittecl to the Tir.ies was discussed. 

It ,-,c1s rel)ortec.. thnt Lr . Elisha Friedr.ta.'1 wn.s preparine a draft reply and 
had suggestec,. that it b si ed by a large number of Jewish organizations - t .. 1e 

four constituent groups of the Emergency Council together with the American J~rish 
Conference, the Palestine Economic Corporation and others. 

Attention was drawn to the fact that Dr. :1agnes 1 letter, (which hac' been 
cabled from. Jerusalem) appeared only a few da\irs after the close of the Yalta 
Conference 2nd ~~ have been intendea. to bo a trial b D,lloon hM to ge t a reaction. 
It wa pointed out, too, that the Arab ConfcYence in Cairo might have notivated 
Dr. Magnes to write the letter at this particular time. 

After some discussion in which various sugcestions were made as to tl1e conterts 
of the letter and who should b the sienatories, it was decided that a letter 
should be se!lt to ~ew York Times anc. that the letter be signed only by the four 
consti tue:1t boa.ies of the Emergency Council, with perhaps the addi tio of tne 
American Jewish Conference. It wa 0 al o agreed thc.:t an attempt be ma .e to have 
letters sent t e Times by important individuals and, if possible. by Prof . ]insvei n. 
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Judge Rot.t1enberg, 1ho believed that in view of the fact that Dr. Ha nes i"' an 

indi vidu;J.l, no doubt important, but "'ho stands by himself, a reply sho 1lcl o mn.te 

to him by Pn i 'n~ortant h1dividual, voted acainst havin:; the letter signed by the 

four organizations. 

It wa s further decided that a corm'li ttee consisting of one r eprese::1tr..ti v e 

from er c..ii o·f the four orgnnizations app rove the letter to be sent t o tlrn '£::.mes. 

Referen ce was made to information which h ad been rece i v <? d to the ef·,~e ct 

that the o.u.r. was broadcasting Dr. 1a{~nes 1 letter, reports on th e Ar~' b Co n:.:c rence 

in Cairo and similar ne\•rs antagonistic to the Zionist case. It was st n.ted fur t~1c r 

that a numb er of Arabs are em loyed by the O.W.I. 3n d that prof. Hitti is a lso 

being used by Gove rnment services. 

It wa s a .,.,. reed that the question of the Arabs and other enemi e s of ours in 

Gove rnr.1ent services should be t aJ.:en up with the State Department on ,:r. Stet t j ni 1r 1 

return. 

RAl33I GOLD 1S ISIT TO WES~ COAS~ 

A c~i scus si on took place on t elegrmn s wh ich had been received ,,i t h r c.-~ar d t o 

meetings uhi c~ Rabbi Gold h ad addres sed on the ent Coa st. It was a r~r eed that the 

matter be helc_ over u.11til Rabbi Gold I s retu rn. 

I rFOE:AmION FQ_. CHAIRME OF LOCAL El~RG..:i TOY COMIHT':'EES 

It wa~ reported that the Administrative Committee haa decided to r esUI'le 

senctine t o t~1e local emergency com□i tt e0 s recular m· t e rL:.l s i mila r to t he Con

fidenti al . 2P_lle ··- in which had been i s sued for a. nh ort tiMc l a st year. The :~i rn t 

st a tement h al- a lready gone out, and it w, s hopoc, to i. ssuc ni mila r s t atements c-.rc ry 

two weeks. 

COI .'I. '-'2r8 i" COOP~RATIOl 'IITH POS'l1llAR PLAJii TI G GROUPS. 

: .rr,. Pool presented. a rep ort on the v-: ork of thi s committ e . 

The comrni ttee wa s formed a t the end of 1:overnber, 194L1- , c-~C:. u numJer. of 

meetings h ue'- been held since thD.t time. Communica tions h at~ been sent to t l1e l o ... ding 

postwar pl tmni n:; g roup.,; to F,ether with a list of <.tll onr avo.ilable mo.ter-'n.l. Con i s of 

the reprint o:i. Jr. Alfrect Kahn I s a rticle which had appPnr ed in the .American Eco:-iomic 

Review were C:'.l no sent to the "' e ro 1r,s. 

c committee assisted the Re . carch Bureau for Postwar Economic i n i t r; con

ference on "Reconstruction ProblC'ms of Asi II and a rran.f;ed for •. r. Ha.rrJ Vi teles t o 

address t l1 i s conferenc on Pale "' tine. They n.lno a rran[;ed for :: .. 11 xhi bit of s t&""l 

ti sti cs end photog r aphs to be di ... p leyed t h Pre, 

A n unbP-r of contacts with represent a ti v s of post ar pl annin.• · [;ro-,-•>s 1e1·c 

made. :Ienbers of the Comnittee ha d met with 1:r. Walt ,•r W. Van Kirk , Se c ret,"',17 

of the Com-1ission on a Just and Durable Pci,.ce of the Federal Cou..T1cil of c: u :i.'C.'\OG 

of Christ in Americ~; Dr. Vera. 1 icheles Dean, Director of Research, Forc i ~ Policy 

Associ cti on; ·.:r. Cla rk Eichelber [:er anc Dr . .t!enry Atkincon, of t he Comrli ~. ion to 

Study the Or.;anization of P eace; Dr. Lyman Jh ., son, DirActor of :Educe.ti :1 o:~ t ~1c 

Oolumbi o. ~' :i."o .:-.c:1.c :.·.stin, _ S"' ~tem~ Jr. ~Til l i nm A. ::eilnon , chr,.in.10.n of tho E:·cc·,_t~- c 

Con . i t ee of the Co!'nisaion to Stud;r t lrn Or..:,:->ni iut i on of P a.ce. 

From Dr. Dean of tho Foreign Policy Associ a tion, tho Commi tteo h .:.c. l€H1:i.·.ncd 
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that ~•r, .-:i.'ant ~;cLellan, of the Research Staff of the F. P • . • , ms wri tint; c. 1( , OCO 
word study on P o.lest1nc 1 Arranger,1ents were T!'lado for r. :.:cLollan to meet ,. i. t:1 
Dr . Berkson and. !)r , Yassk-.r , from whom he obtaine<l. detailed infornw:-ion. 

A :it of :t1e,te r ial is beinc; prepare,::, .. b;r the Research Department to be {~i ven 
to ostwar organizations , anc. this material rill Llso be sent to tho stucl:r clc-,) .. rt
ments af the raclio companies such as th~t of the Columbia Broadcastin6 Syst cr; . 

mhore was some :urther discusr.ion on the functions of the Conmittoe on 
Cooperaticn with Postwftr Plannin~ Grou!)s . ! t wets s e::;ested that the Com. .ttre 
~hould pre~10.re a sel ected list of organizattons to be cont a cted deulin5 \'/it~1 "10!"\t-
.rar pla.."1.ninc :frQT'i LJ.'ilong t 10 lar . e number in t~1is field ,,nd submit the..-, to tho 

Ad.mi!1i st :·~.t • vc Comni t t ec or the ~xecuti vc Coar:ii t tr·c together with :'\;.11 iA£'o:·. 1.:. t i ~11 

concerning t:1-,m. It was sugecste' that it 1-ra~ not alw~ys c!dvi sable t0 cont: ,ct t'1c 
lcacline ~ oplc ·n tho vari')us or .,,,.nizations at the outset, bit that it ,-ronlc"i. b e 
preferable _ ~.rst to a:p.rroac. other inc.i viclucls in t cso sroups c:•nd cndc.:.~-✓-ou:· to 
win thcr1 over. 

It uc.s U.[~l'cod that the or.1:.1ittoo on Coo:ric rr .. tion with PoBt m.r Plani1in..::: ··::i.·ou s 
should. "1C C't ,ith :w Adninistr ti~c Co!'1! ittcc to Cliscuss thorouchly th0ir tcn~·~s of 
refe rence • 
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AMEltIC.AN ZIONIST E rERGENCY COUl!CIL 

I ·ruTES OF HEETL G HELD !'EBRUARY 19, 194f1. 

Ji.. meeting of the American Zionist imergenc7 Council ·1as ~1eld fond...y cvc·1inc , 
February lvth, at 8,15 , at 342 ~adison Avenue, ew York City. 

PRESEHT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presic, int;), i ss Julliet • Benj, in, l•1auri ce 3ou](n ~ei !1., 

Pinchas Cruse, l oshe Furmansky, Paul L. Goleman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, ·.r.rr. :s. ·• 
Gold~tein, lia;rim Greenberg, !rf . Rose Halprin, Prof. i~ilton Handler, Rabbi :-Iro: 
Kirshblu11, ::iss Jeannette Leibel, Louis Lips~~.,", Isrr 1 -rereminski, Is.:iac a.iditch, 
rs. Tanar Pool, Louis P. Rocker, .:-frs. Etta Rosensohn, Miss Dvora Rothbnrd, Lo ··s 

Segal, Herman Shulman. trs. Rebecca Shulr-:G.n, Robert Szold, C:•;ptain Abraham ':2ulin, 
David 1ertheir.i. 

Dr. 1 c 1um Goldmann; Arnold K. !Greeli, Hans Ll'mn, Arthur Lourie, • :c.,"or :. 
1!eis al . 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, I:oshe Dic.:stein, ·~rs. ::Sebe Idelson, Isainh L. :~encn , 
Dr. Lud-ir; Le,isohn, iriss Sophie Udin, Zorn.ch Uarhaftig, i;rs. Rachel Ya rc.'.en, 
Sar.,u l Zac'-::s, Reuven Zaslani, Bc1.ruch r.-uckerm .. ~n• 

Apolor~ies • ere rccei ved from :rs. Epst n, Dr. J· es G. Heller and 
Samuel Rothstein. 

POLITIC: J :::Po~ 
Col. Hos .. ::ins 

r i..~ . Shulman rcr,orteC: o interviews in lashington ,-ri th the hcac of ·c:10 
Foreign Econo. ic Administration ·me" hin dA11uty ._.ssistant; enc •Iith th~ hca c'. of 
the Eco omic Divii:;ion of the State Depo.rtment n.nd ·:r. Cho.rles T· ft, s:pecirNl advisor 
on eco o.iic matters, on the subject of t11e propo .., ml appoint 1ent of Col. H.:.rold 
Hosldns to the :_-Jost of economic advi nor in h • .idcle East. (Report of conversa
tions on file). As re_ orted n.t the Emer enc r Council rncPtin of Jcmuar '15th , 
yirotests c r•:--i.nst such an ap1 ,oil'\tr.1ent h, ct been sent to the State :) nurtnent anc. t1e 
Foreif;n ::Jcononic Administ~: ,ti on "tJy th Erner:-; ncy Council, and by its cons ti tuont 
organi i a t.:.ona i·1di vidually. 

S:hcre :·1ac.: been further ~e,;elo_ m 'lnt s in con°'lf'C ion -,i th thi.s pro,oneC:. :J.' )Oint
ment ; nc1

• t c matter was follo •cd up fur har by the dele ·;a ion of the ..:, cr6cncy 
Council whic:1 , .. s tn Uashin to·1 laot week, anc subsequcntl,, . (Detail('! on fil e ). 

(As learned later, Col. Harolc Hoslrins w .. s sub cqucntly aTJ!)ointcc' to another 
r>ost c-nd 1:i..~. John Dawson was e.ppointcc".. economic advisor in the .dclclc a t • 

Intcrvieu ,,i th Lord Halifax 

A. joint delo""ation, rcpr scntinb the er ,enc., Council , tho Amcric,m Jo ,ish 
Conference ruic1

. the Jewish Agency called on the Et.rl of He lifax, British 1b[\ssac1.or 
to the it cl St£i.tes, on Feb run. 16th d submitted m . o r:.~du-, to hi. • ( Co) 
attache .) . Lord Halifax undertook to.unit the memor~n· t□ .o the British Govern
ment with the request tat it be gi.ven ir.une ia.t e conziclcration. 
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In the course of the interview, Lo rel Halifax indicated to tl1r olc ati _ 
that he wo.::- con:fident that his Governnent should be able at the present ti, 1 e to 
•rork out 8. solut::i.on for Palestine which should meet with the a roval o.i:- , 1 1 

reasonable Jm••s• He urged that the Jews of Al'!lcrica should not take tho ])oci ti )n 
that Grer1.t Britain was not act in£: in r;oocl faith and that it was not ri.::J.:inc ,:.,11 

honest at:em::_1t to solve the problem of Palestine. So e membem of the c.eleua:· i on 
made 1 t clear to Lord Halifax th[ .. t in the licht of a ni tu~.t ion where the Prilentine 
certificc,tcs :•.i~e bC'~ng exhausted and no provision is ein,,:, .. ade ~or t.1e rc::\1:.,e s 
\ •Te could not convince our public of Britain• s sincerity. If he ,_.,ri s· ec, us -~o retain 
faith in Gre~t :3ri tn.in I s good will ,,.,e mu::;t be given some basis for that f2.l t:1 . 
Failure to c1.o soinethin6 substantial and constructive without delay wo1:l0. inc vi t ably 
strengthen the extre~ist$ in Zionist life. 

Lord Halifax had inq_uired of the delegation conccrninf the m.imbrr o:i: Jeu"' 
who wish to go to Pal ei:itine . ':'he dele at · on cited the case of RU..'iEmia, ·.rl or 7orc 
than eo1 of the 270,000 Je\•TS Fish to' ~o to Pa.l cstinn , ['n r.o,ooo h ~vn alrC'C( 
regi st erE:f. 

It ,-,r'..s reported that the Erner ency Council 1 ad receivcc"-., unsolicite(, co·-.,,, 
of a telec;r c:-m sent by JudGo Proskauer to Lord :-Ialifa..: on Febru8.ry 17th, ~.!l(ic"'ti· .f. 
that t:ie Ancric0-.i-i Jewish Committee SUPJ10rtod the rcqucct ac~c to hi.m by t ..... c.clc
gatoion reJ_)rcfwnting tho Jewi sh A . enc:', the An rican Jc •rish Conf nr1.,;nce an( t:10 
Emergency Council to o Jen tho c oor~ of Pn.lc~tinc to J<' rish i ?n i c r ntion . 

Other Co 1vcrsD.ti ons in • nshin.r:ton F~br 1:1.17 16 

Dr • .Tise ana. 1·r. Shulr,a.n .he.<°!. hat c .. conversation with Senator 'lc..1.i;-1cr • 
Dr. 'Tiso, ::r. Greenbere, Dr. Goldrnc'Jl:i a!lcl ::r. S.1nl.,c•n ,1,J~ met with I:r. Archibn:'..c. 
;:[!.cLcish, one of the nm·· Assist n.nt Sccrctt.ries of State, in chnr:-;c of cultur,1 
and. T'Ubli c r~lo.ti ons in the St c .. t C' Depart.:1cnt , fro!n \f!1')□ i. t \ 2-.r bcli v , d e l'' O 1.cl 
expect reac0nable cooperation; with ::r. Jose,..h Gre,,, Acti'1 Secre r:' o: St .. t o~ 
and wit1 ::1· . t-c.'mes C. Dunn. :>r. Golc.stei.:i particiix:i.ted in the conv .:::- r,.;,t:_,,,1s uit:1 
fr . Dunn at •:h:. ch the latter I s a ~istant rt~s alno p rese .t. ( eport of co:1versa.tions 
on file). 

In t1.ccorr~.cnce \'Tith the .~ecision to do cverJthin TJOSC,ibl to ol)t , i :.1 u s:1i~~ 
to t rc:nsfe1· the childr n in France, Swi t zerlanc. . nc':. :Belgi u..., to Paler tine , t110..t 
matter h2.c'. also been taken u;1 in lar;hin-ton anc~ it is bein. ~iven con:-, i 'er .Lion 
there, 

SAf FR.A:: CISCO CO.in_-, ;c:s 

1ero \•T.J."' a full discus"'ion in ,-,hich u large nUIT1ber of the . crnb r n of t_~e 
Council ·00.rticii )atec., on the United 1 at ions Conference to bo held. ln SE'..I: ?~:ancirco 
on April- 25th r.:1c:. the bearing it ~a;r have on the Palertino L1cnti0n . (Discussion 
on file)• 

PROGMI: OF E::ERGZx CY COUi CIL 

':Ir~ Grecnber outlined wh· t he believed s 1 0 ld be the pro~ran cf r o.ct ' cal 
activities to be UJderta on by the Council durin,o; the next fe, nonths . 

o di{ not thin .. the time w. s appropriate to revive the Concressio:ia.l 
Resoluti on . ::nt in n.c.di tion to di lomatic ne otL .. tlons u '"'lust . rouso :. u l:;.c 
opinion ·1Ga.in .. '1. the ne:ct fe,.. months . .,.,or t e brief ) .rioa. betw''en tod.:\, c..,nC. 
the San Frrncisco conference, hich sho ld be con~itl0red a 'Ililcstonc in ~he 
hist or o_ our mover.tent , \'1e should or t'..!lize public OT inion o :- 1 nnti r ol.," dif-
ferent sc~le. ''11th the assist.:incc oft two non-JP--ri"'h or; ·, nizations, t11e 
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Comnittee 

.k: eric..,.:1 Palestine /and the Christinn ~ouncil, ,-rho are r eady to coc,~)erc.te ·I° th us, 

it is 1ossible within the next ci.i;ht or nine weeks to have 20 to 25 9onu,u itien 

hole"- conferences, on a local sale, in which :nan: non-Jews \1oulrt part icipate -

rc~n·esentut i ves of Chambers of CoT'JlITlerce, Bar Associations, A.F. of L. ~1d C. I. 0. 

ur.i ts, Church anr~ other organizations, War Veterans, ,.omen's clubs, ate. A ,:reot 

c1.eal of T)Ublici ty sho 1ld be given these conferences and they shoulc' pP.ss re sol 1-

ti ons to be broucht to the attention of the State Depart□cnt ant the l itc Hour.c . 

In addition it would be a good thing to :..ave the 48 Gov~rnr,1~3, o::., the 

majo::i.·i ty of them at least, address r. statement to the Prcs i rlent ·ti.r,;inc :1in to 

t:ke sto-)s to assure the 0st['blizh::10nt of a Jouish Cor1nonwco.lth ::-21r, tho opcnin..,-: 

o:: t~1e doors of Pales tine. Pe rhaps the :ayors of ci tics throu ;hc,at tho countr-J 

could tr :c si!Tlilar action. ...he :·c1yor of cw York might be 5.nd.ncef_ to tO: :e the 

ini tio.ti v1:1. 

As to Sun Franci co, •'e should not i "1.imize the i:1 Jort, nee of t:10.t Con

fe1·e:1ce , but at the same tine we should ne>t exaggerate tho be:.'-~cin; tJ."i':,G that 

Conf crence wi 11 hav P- on our :,roble':1. i!e hil_ been thinl-:inr· ther(' 101}.)_t 'be no 

real Peace Confe r ence. On the basis of the Yal tu st"""tc;1ent it :1ec"1S probr.ble 

t.1at there , ill be a fomal Peace Confcrf>ncc . Of cour .~ e it r,-i-- ·J~ th.~.t r1 any of 

the c_ecisions will h~v0 beon ta1':en in adv[:.nce. San I'rcncisco -,ill 'ro~n·: ly c'..c· l 

with ..:. nur.iber of bcneral problems, some of uhich will boar on o u · -,., _·o~Jle:.1 . 

::r. Grr.enbcr d.oubtccl that Jews ,ould be , dmi ttcd. to tl e Con: ronce as 

y?articipants, but it is not !~ossihle thn.t the J m•1ish .Agency will be ~;: rem a 

10['.rinc. . 1 though nothing in rrgr-.rc'... to Palestine uou.ld, in hi .... o i21:: on , be 

formally and fi r_al~Y clecicocl in San Fr .. ci no, th ... t Con e renco ,-Till crcr.to a 

political climat c . _horefo re it is v or.{ ir.rr. ort .. ..nt the t bct,-,ee . no·-, <C.U1' - the 

S .. ~n _ r2.nci sco Conforcnc0 Ancrican public oJ.. ini on nho 1ld be ox-.-,r 0s.,cc_ :1."'lc".. Gho:1ld 

'b ·in~~ n 1-r case to the at ention of the Uni tcd Sta cs Govern.'1Ci t ond. tJ1e rcrJrc

scnt~ti vos of other Governments. 

As decided upon by t!1e Executive Corr :i ttee that afternoon "'one e :-,loratory 

•ork •.rould be done in :vashington in tho next ,,eek with r 8.__,;sd to t:.o irii_•l icatio s 

o ... t1e San Francisco meeti11l,. llhen we huvc i;uthered more infon1._.t i on ,-19 will e 

in 2. "Jette r position to tiscuss strutcgy. 

In connection ri h the local onfercnces ref or:. ed. to ~bove , uh~ch should 

atdress -themselves to Congress or tho ~resident, ve must de cide hou to fornula e 

our G.ei anc:1,~. lle should nr., t li~i t ours cl ve3 to the for.,111 :- ti on of cur final -oal, 

-- t~10 J 01.,rish Commonwealth. This . u t be P-ny,hati cn.lly st ~s~;od ever./ c.o.;r , but 

c,t the same ti r.ie we should t l..!ce into consic or r'..tion the unc.lenic,ble fact that for 

c. -::cw nonths to cor.ie ·nd 11erhaps for a year or t •ro , no fi ncl solution n[•.;,- be 

tr2:cn by the groat powers. If within t at ti;1c no $Ubst') tial iw i : -r--.tion vill 

flo\' into Palestine and no substantial purchase of lnnd wi 11 be r:1.:.de , that would 

projua.ico to a lar{;c CY.tent our ul timato dcma."1.ds. Thcrofo1·0 there is no ci ver

::;cnce from our finol l>oal,\·l.t". nwr15trcss at th sa:,e ti.ct :::.t Jo 1icl1 :j.rnmi~:, rati on 

c..n2 the liftin of the on lad purchase be ~ ranted immedi ~tcl;r , before any 

Peace Confe rence ta _es lace and before an: f lnn.l nettle"'lent is :-,1.-.c_e , In ra ri n:; 

tho.t temo.nd there is not the sli 6htest departure fro he :Silt 1or0 -1roc;ram. 

P 0°1le 1rill understand that when t.1ere are hundr d£ of thousant_£ 

c_~110rinc for entrance into Fal stine •c cannot talk only of our ul t ·.mate go:d • 

~re have already b :;t.m th· s probrar:i, al though not i.n n 11ublic c.·"• ·,c hf~ve 

·Jcen discussing our immecli ;: t p roble ,-,i th inport ant r><;onle in ~!, ~- :_·:Gton; there 

, s not a sinele conversation in --hi ch we did not st r ,s c. our ul tinu..t0 .r·oal. 

r.i~·c rc ~1Pv e beon pledges c ivcn us; if there arc difficnlti('s in re ..... c:ling docisic,n 
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on the future of Palestine, as an earnest, on the way to establishi~6 the Common
wealth, the doors of Palestine should be opened for those who wi··l to r;o there. 
Alone: those lines we can concluct our public campaign. Uo public cloc1.vnc:1t tho.t 
will be issued by this body or the American Jewish Conference , no a~_11J~r~l to Govern
ment or the press, or to non-Jewish organizations, should be ·- 1~nittccl in which 
t:1e essential demand for a Jewish Commonwea.l th should not be incluclec~_. 

::r. G-:reenberg asked- that this program be adopted tonibht 2nc1_ t 12.t the 
:Eb~ec tivc be author~zed to begin action. 

Follm·.rinp.; d.iscussion on the pro ,rc.m outlinec1~ by i:r. Grecnbo1\ ;~ the folJ.ow
:.. ·1f; ~,,otion was unanimously adopted: that the Council embark on t '. n .ti o:l-wide CD.!11-

pai ,"":!l c.si.n~ our propaganda on tl10 Bil tmorc pro ram, l'nd doMruic'i ...,: t Jl cl ~ pcndi!16 
the final decision on tho political status of tho Jewish people in p ,,_lc r: tinc the 
ctoors of Palest ine be opened im□cdiatcly to JE'wish immicration" 

It was further decic~ecl that Dr. leizna.nn, .-:r. Een-Gurions -:ro Shortok and. 
r. ::D.]_1lan be invi t8d to come to this country as soon as possi, le fo :i.· ~uscussions 

prior to the San Francisco Conference . 

It was al so decider1 that a spe ial co':lmi t tee be namec~ to ,-,or: o 1t the 
pro:10 als connected \•ri th the San Fr:~nclsco Conference. 

The meetin0 acjourne.d at 12:00 P. r:. 

.A. L . 

\ 
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Submitted to Lord Halifax on beha.lf of the 
American Jewish Conference, American Zionist 
Emergency Council, anC:. the Jewish A~ency for 
Palestine. 

1. Rff_1orts frori1 the liberated areas of Europe reveal the appallinr; 
plight of the surviving Jews of Europe. Mot only has the Jewis~ po:pul Li.t ion 
been decimated , but the psychologic~-1 and materiF~l conditi on of the survivors 
is in many ca ses beyond description. 

2. As one example we ci tc the case of thP- Je11·s of Ru.mani a of :rhom the r f' 
are tod~y ~bout 270,000. Persecuted and robbed under the Axis, they con t i~u o 
today to b e singled out as pariahs in a state wh~re a long establishe~ anti
Semitisn h E.s 1.Jeen nurtureC:. by the p oison of Nazi propaganda . A represent a t i v e 
of the J c,-ri ..,h Agency at p re s ent in Bucha rest reports that: 

"The ma jority are completely pauperized.; with out means of 
existence, with out food, ,.,1 thout clothing, anc. in many 
cases without a plnce to sleep. But above all they are 
afflicted by fear of the future and a general sense of 
des11air. At least so% of Rumani hn Jewry wishes to r,.o to 
Palestine. When the newn reacheC:. 3uchares t that fron 500 
to 700 Palestine immi .;r e-,tion certific~,.tes per month were 
all that were av&il,:.ble f or Rumani ,1n Jeu ry ( a nc.. that only 
u ..r1ti l the balance remaini. ng under t h e Uhi te Paper r uns ou t 
in April) there wa s a be -;-iera l d.cy of nourning am en-~ the 
J evrs. 11 

3. :Sverywhere am one the J e,,· s of Europe t h e r e is e,n overwh elr'1 ing demo.no. 
to e i g r D.te and begin life afresh in Palestine . :But tho number of Pale ~ti nc 
immi:~r 2,t ion ce rtifica t e s still av ailable unde r the lhite Paper is so ne ';l i r;i l e 
in rel t..ti on to Jewis needs that immig r a tion rn 2.y be rebarded a s virtnal l.," s t o~--Jec .. 
The conscience of mankind h a s been deeply shocked by the outrnges :ne et r c ter~. on 
the Jews. ':'h e answer however, in the _ ast. to every p lea for a cti on by the 
United Ya ti ons to save these victi . s of the -~a zis, was th!'lt there was no poss i 
bility o-£ taki ng effective measures to ::-escue a ny larc c nu.-,bers as lonI; as t l1ey 
were in ene~1:1 controlled territory. Toc.ay the fate of "!l ost of those who survi ve 
is in 1m lw.nds of the United .rations. The world will not understanc. n. 11olicy 
of inact i on c:.t a time when deley fie\:' mean for t h ese people dea th by s t a rvati on 
and d.ise ~,se. ~hey plead to be allowed forthwith to rebuilc .. their live s i n t 1 e 

Je rish l'. ation 1 Ho;11 e . It is inconceivable thnt ~hi.l e their own peopl e i n Pc.lee
tine a.re wai t i ng to recPi ve anc. uelcome them, they sho 1ld b e condemned to continue 
in utter .1opelessness where they are unwanted anc1 do not wish to r emai n - i n 
surrounc:l.nf.: S associ ated for them with recollections of gri ef and L rror. 

~. \·Te 0elieve that eve11 as a war measure the r.,olicy of the • it ,, Pape r 
was short-sight ed. and mistakena. Its application today is as indef nsible a s 
it is heartless. One result of this policy is that even wh en action is t al::en by 
the cemocratic J owers in behalf of the refugees, that action is viti atea. by the 
refusal to r ccogniz(\ that an end must be put to Je dsh wanderin and t hat evory 
Je, who so desires must be entitled to enter Palestine a s of right and t o settle 
among his o,-m p eo:,le there. 
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5. } .. striking instance of the futility and cruelty of a policy ,-1hicn 
ignores this claim has just arisen in connection with some 1,700 Je ,s H.1 0 had 
escaped fr9m Germany and are now in Switzerland. It appears tha t this [;rou:,1 
cannot remain in Switzerland and. is about to be sent to t empornry rcfuGe e cnn:·)S 
in Algiers. The great majority of the~ had eagerly looked forward to settlercnt 
in Pe.lestine and. their disappointment is correspondinely int .nse. Their rnmoval 
now to a tempor~ry crunp in North Africa means the prolongation of the individ1-al 
tragedy of each of these refugees. There is no justification for the f a ilure to 
send ther.1 to Palestine. If ships are available to take the~ to Algiers, the~r 
must likewise be available to tu.kc then instead to Haifa.. The excuse that. tl1ere 
is~ housinG shortage in Palestine is an untenable one. Admittedly, just as with 
every other country in the ,..,orld today, Palestine suffers from a shortage of 
housing; but the Jews of Palestine are anxious. und,if aasicted by the local Adr.1 inii:r 
tration, \-Till be reac.y ancl able to provide the necessary accommodations for these 
immigrants. :·~oreover, there are large tn1P.RA camps in Palestine previously used 
to accommodate Poles, Yugoslavs, Czechs and others who are now returnine; t .o their 
own countriez. As a temporary Measure the Jewish immigrants could be house& in 
these cam_ s u_r1til their absorption into the eeneral economy of the count 17. Th0 
removal of the refugees to forth Africa and their subsequent t ran sf er elsewhere 
for final rehabilitation is wasteful in tenns both of human life and of avail'i.ble 
resources and should be abandoned in favor of immediate settlement in Palectine. 

6. I~ the crucial decisions now b~ine taken, the question ~s to what is 
to become of :Juropean Jewry can no longer be ignored. Eight Jews in every ten 
in Europe have been butchP-red by the Jazis. The survivors are enti tlef~ to dcnand 
that the home nromised to the Je\lish y>eople by the nr tions of the world a quc'..rter 
of a centu~, ago shall forthwith b~ opened to every Jew ,ho wishes to settle 
there. Pencling the detemin:).tion of the future status of Palestine as tho Jewish 
CommonweE'..lth, there can be no justificP.tion for delay on the question of iI!l. 1cc1io.te 
Jewish imr, ic;ration into Palestine. Time is all important and. the isruc m i_r, t be 
dealt wit' now. We a:ppeal to His 1-:ajosty's Government to meet this problem i·1 
the same spirit of broad and constructive humanity ::.nd \'rith the historic vision 

. of its decis ·~on over a quarter of a century ago when it i ssucd the :Balfour 
Declarati on , 1.1i th its promise of a restored homelanc. for the Je,ri sh poo]_)l e . 

2/15/45 
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AHERICAN ZIOlTIS~ Ei:ERG::::NCY COUi.CIL 

HNUTES OF ?·lEETI.i: G OF EXECUTIVE COi-il!IT':'EE 

March 5, 1945 

A meeting of the Executi,rn Committee of the American Zionist Emerr•oncJr 
Cou..'l'lcil we.s 1eld ~fonday, ~arch 5th, at 3: 30 P. .::. , at 342 ::adi son A-v·enue, eu York 
City. 

PRES~lT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Pinchas Cruse, i:·;rs. Judi th Epstein, R .... bbi folf 
Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Hrs. Rose Halprin, Prof. :Iil ton Hanlder, fulbbi • ·ax 
Kirshb)nrn, Louis Lipsky, Hrs. Tamar Pool, Louis P. Rocker, Hrs. Etta Rosensohn, 
Judge i·orris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Dr. lahum Goldmann; Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Heyer ".·!. Ueisgal. 

Isaiah L. Kenen, Hoise lovomeyslcy, Reuven Zaslani. 

mhc Chairman welcomed l~r. Tovor.10ysl-:y. 

POLITIC.AL SI'l'UATIO~ 

The Chr.irman outlined the events which hac. occurrec. since the last . eetin6 
of the ::xecuti ve and which had causer. much disquiet. There was the st~ tenent on 
Palestine 2nc. the 1·iddle :Ea.st in .fir. Churchill's ac.c.ress to the House of Com:- ons 
reporting on the Yalta meeting; 'r. Roo, evel t I s brief and c1i sturbing l'eference to 
the Pale stine question in his report to Cont;ress; and there was also the Ar".b 
Conference in Cairo which had concluded its sessions that week-end, ancl. ·:h:. ch, 
while not adni tting the Arab speaking countric in l orth Africa, Cyr,~aeica ancl 
Tripolat"..ni~ as full particinants, recognizer, ~.ussa el Alami.the reprcsc:1t~tivc of 
the Palestine Arabs, as an official celc 0 atc . ~ven assUf.'lin that the Eritisn 
Government hac. no knowledge of it, the fr·ct tho.t t_1e repTesentati yes of the Arab 
States gave this status to a representative fro~ Palestine and ma~e him a co
signatory to the constitution drafted at the Conference wc.s, in !Ir. Greenberc 1s 
opinion, nest disquieting. 

:r. Sl111l"!lan reported that at the Ad.ministrativ Committee meeting :1elcl on 
Fridey the matter of the President's reference to Pal stine in his report to 
Congress 1ac been discussed and it was decided to endeavor to obtain an appointment 
with ~Ir . ,;..oo"'evelt at the earliest possible time. Dr. Tise hac~ therefore sent a 
telegr2m to hi-:1 requesting an ap})Oint!nent. (Copy attc:..c~1cd). 

The ~ue~tion of issuing a public st~te~ent commentinu on the Prcsident fs 
remarks h2.d c.lso been discussed by the Adninistrative Comr:1itt e but it uo.s aGreed 
first to await the appointment vith tho President. 

It hacl been hopcc. to sec dr. Stcttinius, but he ha:, not yet returned to 
llashington o.:.,ic_ it had been docided that it vrould. be preferable to await "'1is return 
rather the.n see any other members of the State De!)artment. 

Yr. Zaslani stressed the significa.'lce of the role pl ed by iiussa el Alami 
in the Arab Conference. The Palestine Arab representative was pemitted full 
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partici~)at ion in the conference with the knowled.6 e anc., if not encourL.:·e:·. e.1t, at 
least favorc.:.ble acquiescence of the l3ri tish. The Poli tica.l De"T)art :-.1e1 t oi t: e 
A ency in Jerusalem, during the first session of the Arab Conference .'.n Ale::r..:.nc".ria, 
in a ser1i-official wa:y called the attention of the i3ri tish authorities i:1 C::..iro 
to the fcS'.ct th2t the members of the Arab Conference \•1cre allies of theirs c.nd as 
such sho 1-lc~ c'.\-.~.i t the decision of the allied nations on Palestine. The A-:·cmcy 
coulc1

. h :-.v r- no objection, of course, to the Arab na.tions listening to a l)leo. by a 
Palestine Arn.b. But they did insist that it WA.S the business of Great 3ri t ' i n 
and others to ·Jrovent the Palestine delegate froI11 being gi vcn the status th.:'..t l e 
was given . The Agency did not get an;r satisfaction on this point . _.\. hi .:_;~. 3ritish 
official, in o. ~.iscuss1on \Ii th a member of the Poli tieal Department of taE:.. JS\·Jish 
Agency, 2rguE;3d that ,be Jews have organized the support of members of Pa1·liament 
and sinilo.r boc":ies and sho 1-ld. not object to the Arabs of Palestine ort;.:nizing 
Arab si.:_-_,,")ort. But now, with Saucli Arabia anc.. the other Arab countries be con ing 
offici tJ. members of the Uni tea. Uations as a result of their c.eclaration of uar, 
just as tl ey ho.ve certain privileges n.s ne bers of the United [_tions t:1e:r s_10 '.ld 
also have certc.in obligations. Since the United "Tat i ons have not declc.ro6. Peles tine 
as an Arab State they have no ri .ht to consider it as such. It is an attempt to 
create r;, ~J oli tical status for the Arabs of Pnl r.ti:ie .rhich they have not hac'. u:• to 
now. ~:1· . Z aslani had. no c.oubt tha.t the Je\·:i sh Agency ,.muld tal:.e Ui) t .. 1is :::iat -ce r 
as well . 

·~r. Zn.slani also pointed to :mother d~nger . He referre& to recent broad
casts b eomnentators in which the im-r,ort:1.nce of the :;ridc'-le East count i·i es to 
comnunic~t i ns in connection \•ith the war in the Far :S::ast was stressed. 'I1his 
argu.r.ient is now being used as if it were J)D.rt of an or _,ani zed. cu.'!lpai .::;n . I n our 
,-,ork ith the :oress, we should. concentrate on cm.1..TJ.tera cting th.:it line of c.tt.:-..c:-: . 

• : :r. Zaslo.ni warned further act-..ins t d,,n ee rous co.np romi ses in con·1cct i an , i th 

• 

imMigrLt i on _rhich have already been hintec a t in n r Psc reports and ,.,hich, in :lis 
opinion, c.~to :-,c,rt of a subtle campaign to prepare public opinion. lo • :.:as t,-:1ce, 
there l1"'.Ve been reports thc:::.t the Ar:ibs vrish to be r-·cnerm.1.s i·.nd \•!ill ~l .i.o ., us some 
immit;r<'.ti on. .Al thou€;h we should not refuse :.mv certifi cat cs gi vcn us, c-u .. c:1 offers 
shoulc:. ;:1ot .. rec'.12-:en our fight for rene1:.red. immi t; r a tion on a large sc le. 

i:1...ie C'Uestion was raisec1_ as to , hether a statei ent should no\rr be i suec1_ to 
the press m~dng reference not only to the remarks macie by .!r. Churc:iil ... .:1/. ::r 
Roosevelt, but nlso the status given to the Palestine Arab reJ) resent ['..ti ve b,/ :. c 
Aral, States • 

.Aft e r t'. f 11 discussion (report on file) i was a reef~ that some fo11 of 
stat0nent nust be issued before the repl~ is r eceived from he Presilcnt. (Cop ies 
of st ater.10nt 2.lrcady ci rculatcd). 

Dr. Goldmann re!)orted on tho results of inquiries ,-,hich had been r n.dc in 
•TashinGton r.s to the recommendations on the q_ cstion of ·-rand~. tcs ,-,h~!.. ch ·1 oi.1.lcl be 
made to the San Frc1nci sco Conference. 

Jr. Goldmann reported further tho.t he hacl recci v cd a cable fro tho J oui sh 
Agency Exe cuti a , in reply to his inquiry, inclicating that the Jewi sh Accncy 
1 tsclf , isl1cs to present the matter of Palestine anc_ the !.andate. As to n memo
randum to be s 1-bmi :;tcd on general Jewish matters the . ,;ocncy inquired c.s to rho 
would be the signatories to such a memorandum. 

s:'horo had not yet been a ropl~r from them on the quo"tion of 1het:1er ue 
should c.erw.ncl representation at the Conference or vhether we shoulc lir.iit ourselves 
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• to the c"'.er;ic.=md for a hearing. 

:01·. C-olc...uann referred to a conversation he haC:. haC::. ,,i th the :aussi[•11 
Ambass2Ior. 

In the tiscussion that followed it wr .. s stronf;ly urged that we l:. .. 1.'l .. '1Ch a 
can~ai&il 2.s.dn.:; for offici~l representation for the Je ·ri sh Agency at the Sc;1 Prcm
ci sco confere:1ce . Such ad.em.and would e;ive us an e;:celJ.ent opportunity to bring 
our case before the public in a drar.iatic way . 

Des11i te the fact that there may be difficu.l ties about cstabli shin,:; e. legal 
basis for st_c:1 a cenand, it \·1as felt that that sho 110. not deter 1s. It could be 
inc_icP .. tec' that \·Ji th reference to Palestine certain f.'.grcements were mac_c intel'
nationc.11:r in ,-Tl1ich f ifty-t,-ro nations \· ere involved :-•nc. of ,,rhic.1.1 the Jm··is~1 J)eoplc 

•1as the e:-::n·css beneficiary . Their interests under tl1e .t:;.ncl~ate migl t be c1.irectly 
involved by t-1:1at is goinc to hap:nen at Sc:.n Francisco . We have been informec1- that 
the Confere·,1ce •rill cUscuss t!1e d_issol•ltion of the LeaGUe of 1:ra tions anc_ therefore 
the status of Palestine mcy be affected.. l'Te have the ri uht to i1ave a voi e uhen 
our existe:1ce is being affectec"'. . 

. A.ft er further discussion a motion was nade and ac..oy,tec. that \le sec.-: re:_:, re
scnta ion for t::e J et• i sh Ae,cncy at tl1e San Francisco Conference in all f.1 ~ t tors 
relatinc. to Pc> .. lcstinc ; and that a cable be sent to the Je\-ish A{;ency an::i:1[; for 
their ap11rovrl , and if a reply is not received. in ten dcys that the matter be 
reviewed_. In t e mean time, we are free to incorporc~ e the idea in our ~propag2...'1cla 

• in a generc..l u c::..:r . 

• 

The ~uestion of he subject matter of the nemorandun to be submitted by t e 
Je •rish A6encJ to the San Francisco Conference ,-,as ta.ken u ,") and it was decided to 
hold a s:)ecial meeting of the Executive Commit tee that ~hursday eveninG to be 
devotee to a thorou h discussion of this matter, 

The me ting ac1journed at 7:00 P . H . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 43 

Al-1:ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

HINUTES OF I!EETI IG OF nECUTIV3 COMMITTEE 

Uarch 6, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emer

gency Council was held Tuesday, I~arch 6th, at 3: 30, at 342 Madi son Avenue, New York 

City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Daniel Frisch, Ra.,Jbi Wolf Gold, ?-:rs. Rose 
Halprin, Rabbi ~:cL-v: Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Louis P. Rocker, 
Herman Shulman, lirs. Rebecca Shulman, Captain Abraham Tulin, David Werthei n. 

Reuven Zaslani; Dr. I.~. ~erkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Meyer W. 1-Teisgal. 

NE1 STAFF 

i :r. .eisgal reported that 1·r. Gerold Frank, \-.,ho ha.d just returned from 
Palestine ,-,here he had spent eight ~onths, had been engaged to take charge of t he 
publicity ,ork of the Er.iergency Council. He had alreacy begun work in t his ca7acity. 

l-lr. Fran}: u~.s under contract to the Council for a. year, which period would end in 
June 19~5 , 2.nc at that time the question of a new contract will be taken up . 

The A~~inistrative Committee had considered the application of Dr. Benjamin 

.Akzin for a post in the F.mergency Council. Dr. Akzin had expressed interest _ in 
doing work for us in Washington, where he has excellent contacts and is ,-,ell

equi.pped to be of real service. It was felt, however, that it would be mq.re 
advisable to have him start in the New York office and the Administrative Committee 
recommendeQ to t1e Executive that Dr. Azkin be offered a post with the Council 
with the ·understanding that he would work in llev York for the first few mont 1s in 
order to _acq_uaint himself 11,ith the work. The question of Dr. Akzin 1s transfe r to 
Washington could be reconsidered at a later stage. This recom endation was 
accepted .• 

It , 2.s reported that a number of other applicants for posts in the Emergency 
Council are being considered, and it vras decited that the question of personnel, 

with t e exceJ tion of those posts in which political aspects of our wor : are 
involveQ, sho1ld be turned over the Administrative Committee with powe r to a ct. 

001-tMITTEE CRA.I!i:E ;r 

1:r. Ueisgal recommended Mr. Samuel Cherr for the chairmanship of this com-

rni ttee. Irr. Cherr, who is Vice-President of Young and Rubicam, anc: has hac Vl'.st 
experience in public relations work, is very eager to serve Zionism actively. His 
energy anc ilis great atility in the field of public relations would be of invaluable 

service to us. 

It was unanimously decided that Mr. Cherr be invited to assume the Chairman
ship of the Pr ss and Radio Committee. 
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CHICAGO CO Jr~~-TCE OF LOCAL EliERGEMCX 00 -1i-tITTEE CHAIRMEN 

It uas recomnended that the third regional conference of emergency co ittee 
chairmen, vhich 1as scheduled to be held in Chicago ?!arch 17th and 18th, be post
poned. Al tho 1.gh the two previous conferences, held. in Atlantic Oi ty anc1. Boston, 
had been ver:,r valuable, it was felt that with the political situation chan[.:in6 
daily, rnc'. in view of the fact that Dr. Weizmann and Hr. Ben-Gurion will be .here 
shortly ·•hen matters of major policy now penc.ing will be taken up and decic1.ed t:!_)on 
in const.ltation with them~ it would be advisable to postpone the conferenc~. It 
was also pointed out that the Ohio Region was having a conference in Columbus, Ohio, 
on Harch 18th, and this would affect the attendance of the Chicago eetinc • 

After some discussion it was agreea. that the Chicago conference sho:1 lc,_ be 
postponed. 

DR. WE!IZii.Al T'S STATEi!ENT TO SitALtER lZOllISI AO!l'IOD COMMI~TEE 

A report of Dr. Weizmann's remarks to the Smaller Zionist Actions Committee 
that day, on the eve of his departure from Palestine, which Palcor had just 
received, was read. Dr. Weizmann had said: 11 I believe we are approaching better 
days and am convinced that at least the younger ones among you will be ~rivileged 
to live in a constructed Jewish state -- we deserve it and have done much for 
achieving it. 11 Dr. Weizmann a.lso said, in analyzing the political situation, that 
as it ap~eared to him ttfrom afar ... there is no ground for pessimism, although there 
is no reason for excessive optimism." He had also raised the issue of Jc Ji.sh 
reprcscnt2tion at San Francisco . 

It was agreed that a communication be addressed to the tocal Emergency 
Committee Chairmen incorporating these sections of Dr. Weizmann 1 s statement; 
whether t h is is to be done by telegram or letter to be left to the discretion of 
the Chairman of the Executive. 

BUDGET 

I-Ir. Louis P. Rocker, chairman of the Finance Committee, reported that his 
committee had held two meetings, the first of which was an organization meeting. 
The procec1.ure for signing checks was decided upon at this meeting, namely, the 
chairman of the Finance Com□i ttee and the Treasurer of the Council will sign 
checks regularly; they will each have two subs ti tut es, who will be available to 
sign checl:s tn their absence from the city. ?tr. Cruse and Hiss Julliot l3enjamin 
are substitutes for Hr. Rocker; Ir. Greenber6 anc .. :·r. Shulman , ill substitute for 
~rrs. Hal:::>rin. 

An analysis had been mude by the Finance Com..~ittee of last year 1 s income and 
expenditures anc. of the budget which had been drawn up for this year. · :r. Rocker 
outlined the major expenditures and there vras discussion on some of the ite! s. 

In connection with increases in the salaries of some of the non-executive 
staff, some of uhich fr. Shapiro had promised would. be effective as of last 
October, the Finance Committee was prepared to make certain recommend~tions to 
the Exe cu ti ve. I was agreed that all questions relating to the non-e .. ·ccuti v c 
staff should be dealt with by the Finance Committee. All matters connectcc'. ,-rith 
the exect.ti ve staff would be referred to the Ad.mini strati vc Commi tteo • 

.After some discussion on the details of the budget, it was decidec. that 
the Chairm~n of the Finance Com~ittee and the Treasurer should go over the entire 
budget carefully with Mr. Weisgal and submit their recommendations to another meet
ing; a.nd in the eantime the Funes be requested to make remittances to the Council 
on the basis of the amount· it received last year. 
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JOI T : .dCTI1: GS OF AMERIO.Al JEWISH CONFERE""."CE Al1D E!i'ERG~TCY com CIL 

It was reporte~ that the proposal to hold joint meetings througho t t1e 

country of the American Jewish Conference and the Emerr:;ency Council haa. been a.is

cussed in the Ac.rainistrati ve Committee and hac. also b en taken up ,.. i th repre5enta

ti ves of the Conference, and the details are now being worked out. Conru:1ic[' .. tions 

arc beint; pre:1ared by both bodies for circulation among thoir consti tuc::.1cics. 

'lhcrc was sonc discussion on the tl omc of the joint mcc-tin s anc'.. hou t:1c 

demand for re:9:·esentation of the Jc~ •ish Agency could. bo included in the ·01·0:x'€c'nda. 

It ·•as c1,,..:,rcccl. that pending a fonnulation of a specific formula, · hich •roulcl 11avc to 

a\•1ait a rcl)ly from the Jewish Agency, v,o could in the mcantine build UT' sentL,1cnt 

in support of tho idea that the J c,,ish voice be hear<:!.. 

Tho :- cc ting adjourncc. at 6: 20 P. -· 

A. L • 
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A?tlm.IC .. ;N ZIOlTIST ~~G'.:l~CY COU!.7CIL 

UUJUT:@S OF HEETIEG OF EXEClJTIVJ co·n·rTC'Z.""J 

?~arch 19, 1945 

A meeting of the :Tocecutive Col!lmitte·e of the Al:terican Zionist ]rnerc el1.cy 
CounciJ. was held Honday. :.!arch 19th\ at 3t3O, at 342 I:adison Avenue, reu Yor.~ 
City. 

PRES:Jl:T 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Iraurice l3oukstein, I:rs. JuC:ith Epstein, D2niel 
Frisch~ Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Golcl, Dr. Israel Golc' .. st ein, : irs. Rose L. nalprin, 
Rab"Ji ::a."'{ Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky·, :!rs. Etta Rosensohn, Judec i-~orris Rothenberg, 
Herm2.11 Shulman, Davie'. llertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Uise. 

Dr. lTehUl!l Goldmann; Samuel Cherr, Prof •. :iltonHnndler, i!rs. T~a:..--Pool, 
Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. J3enja'llin Akzin, Dr. I. J3. :Berkson, Gerolc"l. Fran1~, Arnolf. K. Isrceli, 
Arthur Lourie, -foyer W. Weis ~al. 

Isaial1 L. Kenen, Reuven Zaslani. 

• The Chairman welcomed i:r. Saz:1uel Chcrr, who h ad just assumed the ch,drmanship 
of the Press and Radio Committee; and Dr. Benjamin Akzin and 11r. Gcrola. Fr:1nk, 

• 

who hc',cl. rccc:itly joined the staff of the Emo r gcncy Council. 

POLI~IC.AL 3Zl?ORT 

::r. S 1ulman reported on a number of conversations which Dr. Golc,_rne..1111 nnd 
he hac1

. had in Washington the previous ,,eek in con11ection with the San Fr.ncisco 
Conference ancl the contents of the Je,-,ish Agency memorandum to be submitted to 
the Conference. ·ir. Shulman had also cal led. on Senator 'lagner, uho ho:,es to see 
the Presia.ent very soon; and Dr. Goldmann and IIr. -Shul an haa seen .iZr. 3loom, 
who is to be one of the Uni tecl States representatives c1.t the United Uations Con
ference at San Francisco. 

In adc: i tion, Mr. Shulman had spent an hour ,,ri th Hr. Rayner, who is :i.n charge 
of the Oil Division in the State Departaent, anC: l1at discussed with him the ])ipe
line ,-,1r ·. c1 is now apparently to be built by private oil companies anc1. not by the 
United si~tes Government. 

·11--. 3.a,:rner indi CE ted tha t he sm·r no reason ,!1y our :problem sho i.lcl. be 
affected in 2ny ,, ay by the oil concossion in Saudi Arabia, nor uhy Ibn Saud 
shoulc~_ be in a position to impose any condi ticns. No decision had. yet been 
reached. re the terminus of the lin , , but Haife, was still under consideration. 
The -,)rice of oil for the local population, the employment of local la°Jor. etc. 
,rere ~lso di scusscd \-Ti th ,"r. Rayner • 

:i:r. Greenberg, Hr. Zaslani ancl Ur. Shulnan hac .. net with ·-rr. Wayne Ac,_D.'llS, 
who hat been one of Dean Landis 1 assistants in the Hiddlc East. 1ir. Adams is 
conncctcc'. ,-,!.th the Depnrtrnent of Agriculture and is a soil consorv8.tionist. He 



_. • I _.. 

• 

• 

- 2 -

had visited Palestine ant is very enthusiastic about Jewish coloniz2.tion ~ncl 
deve10-.,:-.1ent there. Ar •. Adams made a great im1:)ression on the c:telegation rhich met 
with _1im. He is prepe.red. to devote a considerable amount of time to ,-,or!: t·i th us. 

Re11resentati ves of the Council were also to have seen ~-Ir. Stettini us on tl1is 
visit to-· lTashington, but he ,-ms ti ec". un with meetings with the Unit cc'.. St o,tes 
delec2tion to the San Fr~ncisco Conference. It was hoped to crran&c 2~ c~yoint~ont 
with l1im one day that week . 

':1l1e possibility of having an individue.l appointee'.. to tho State Dcpart,1cnt 
who uoulc'1- c_cal ,,,,i th Palestine alone \'rn.s cxplorcc. further in Washinsto·i. It \Till not 
be pos s ible, however, to report anything definite on this r.12.tter until 
:r. Stettinius is seen. 

D:r. Go+dmann referred to a conversation which he had had_ in Wa.shincton in 
which the q_uestion of San Francisco and the future of the 11a..."ldatory !¥stem 11ad 
come U ]) • Dr. Goldmann had :po:ntecl. out that there was d:~,nger for us in c 1c::.nges 
which mi c;ht be mac1e in regard to !:andates anc: that we ni ,h ., lose our ri&ht s if 
the P[',lf'stine : vnd.ate was terminated ,-:i thout appropriate reserv~tions. It uas 
sug:;estoc1- t~1at the Je ·•ish A ency approach the Confe:tence and the Grco,t Pouers 
offici c...ll r in order to obtain the necessar:r safeguards. 

As regards the demand that the Jeui sh Agency be heard at San Frm1cisco, 
Dr. Golc~.;7c'.:).n had been told that this ,,rould be a, matter for the Stceri:1.:; Cor1;!i ttce 
of tl1e Conference to decide. The claim should also be submi ttcd to tl1c Sta.to . 
Departncnt. 

DR. UI S:J 'S VIS IT TO T;~ PRES ID:m"T 

After c1-iscussion it '.10.s agreed that the report of the visit of Dr. :Tiso to 
the Prcsic1cnt, uhich vas on the t1gcndu for the full r.1octing of the Coli..:1cil t_1at 
evening ~hould be presented first to the Executive Comnittee. 

Dr. ~,ise then reported on h is conversation with the President on Fi"'ic ay , 
Harch l6t1. (Report on file). There followed a full discussion (on file) in 
which r.1an - questions ,1ere asked of Dr. Tise, und sugr;e stions r.uic:te ,.Jith rec;2.rc to 
the prOG1"2Ji1 the Council should a Oj)t in the libht of the information Glec:nec•_ fron 
this conversation. 

It tms agreed that a stateMent be issued by the Council on the decla::r-.tion 
made by the President anr that this stater11ent s 1ould indicate the action t 1e 
Council intends to take. 'r. Lips:y presented a draft resolution, and 0fter a 
discussion it was decided that a small committee be appointed to work on t11is 
state cnt ~nl submit it to the full Council at its meeting that eveninb• 

It was further decided that a committee be nar.ied. to draw up, within the 
coming two c, ... ys , a detailed program of action based on the new information before 
the Council. 

TJ.1e meeting adjourned. at 6: 45 P. H. 

A. L • 
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AUERICAM ZIONIST E!IERG~ CY COU ~OIL 

MINUTES OF MEETil:rG HELD ?.IA.ROH 19, 1945 

COUFIDEUTIAL ~O. 22 

A Meeting of the American Zionist :Ehergency Conncil was held iond.a evcninb, 
larch 19th, at 8:15, at 342 Madison Avenue, Uew York City. 

PRESE ~ 

Dr. Stephen S. 1Tise (presiding), Hiss Julliet :Benjamin, Dr. Phili-;) ]ernstein, 
? aurice ]ouJcstein, Samuel Cherr, Pinchas Cruso, Daniel Frisch, :roshe Funnans~:y , 
Leon Gellman, Paul L. Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, i:-:rs. 3 . J. Goldstein, ·Hayi.m 
Greenberg, i:rs . Rose L. Halprin, Isaac Hamlin, Prof. :al ton Handler, :Senjanin 
Itzkowitz, Leib Jaffe, Eiss Jeannette Leibel, Dr. Judith Lieberman, Louis l,ips~cy , 
Israel i:erer1inski, Isaac ?"'al ditch, ·~rs. Tamar Pool, Hrs. Et ta Rosensohn, Judge 
Morris Rothenb~rg, iiiss Dvora Rothbard, Samuel Rothstein, Louis Se6al, ·:rs . Bertha 
Schoolmc:-n, ::rs. Rebecca ShulI!lan, Herman S1'1ulnan, Robert Szold, Cap t. Abrahar1 -ulin, 
David Wertheim, 

:pr. :i.:a:.1um Goldmann; Dr. 3enja"1in A!czin, Dr. I. ]. :Berkson, ·Gerold Fra.nlc, 
Hyman Getzoff, Ys~e Hassan, Arnold z. Isreeli, Rans Lamm, Arthur Lourie, 
Kcyer W. ~'leisGal. 

D:... ... Joseph Cohn, ichael Garber, Isaiah L. Kenen, Dr. Lud,·rig Lewisohn, 
1-lichael Traub, Zorach Warhaftig, Reuven Zasln.ni, ]aruch Zuc!::er:nan. 

'l'ELEGRAl-I RECEIVED FROM 146 ZIONISTS 
. 

A telegrain received on •arch 11th fror.1 146 Zionists in vario s -)arts of the 
country was read. 

i:r. Lip sl y pointed out that in view of the fact that Dr. Silver is part of 
the concern in this telegram, and since he has stated publicly that it is his 
intention to continue as a member of the Emergency Council and in view of the fact 
that he issuec'. 2. statement to the press expressing certain vieus on the political 
situ.at ion, it ,-,ould be proper to asl~ him to expr ss his views to the Council as to 
rhat action should be taken by tho Council. ;r. Lipsky therefore moved t_1at a 
letter be sent to Dr. Silver asking him to at tend a meeting of the Emer6cnc.," Council 
and &ivc us the benefit of his counsel. After discussion, this motion was ac.o-~) ted. 

With rec.;ard to the telegram, it was believed that the signatories should 
received a comprehensive reply from the Emergency Council. A full discussion 
followed on the nature of the reply to be sent to them. It wa! ~egi~ea that the 
Administra tive Committee prepare a communication along the line~7lnatfii course of 
the disc .ssion. (Copy of reply has since been circulated to me111bers of the Council.) 

POLITICAL.REPORT 

i:"r• Shulman reported on a number of conversations in Washington. (Sec 
Minutes of :Executive Committee of Harch 19th for reports of interviews in Was:1ington 
the previous week.) 

lli t :1 regard to tho proposed appointment of Col. Harold Hoskins to the :,ost 
of Economic Advisor in the iiiddle East, the most recent information receivecl was 
th.at the Foreign Economic Administration had appointed Hr. John P. Dawson to this 
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?ost anc he is now in Cairo. Col. Hos~ins had been appointed by t~e St~te Depart
nent to e.nother post in the Uidc1..le East, with the understa.nci.ing th~t ,-r:1en he 
comnletes his assignment he will be transferred elsewhere • 

tr. Wise's Visit to the President 

Dr. \Tise reported on his conversation with the President on :Fridcy, March 
16th. (Report on file). 

There followed a full discussion ( O!l file)• in the course of ,-1hiC:1 the 
follo,·nn:; points were stressed with regard to the work which must be done by the 
Counc~l henceforth: 

1) The idea that the Arabs' consent must be obtained before a decision 
on Palestine can be reached must be broken down. 

2) We must hammer a,,ey at the fact that the Arabs have no right leg&l or 
otherwise to determine the fate of Palestine. We must stress in our propaganda 
the.t the meaning of the :Salf our Declaration is that the Ara s are not to be a 
detennin.~ ng factor. 

3) We must break dO\·m the impression that the Arabs have the power mili
tarily to prevent a decision in our favor. 

4) ~-e must drive home the point that the Arabs represent a reactionarJ 
eleMent in the Hide.le East. 

It was agreed that the Council shoul~ engage in a very vigorous campaign 
stressit;1g all our major demands: 1) that the najor decision (J: 1 Palestine be not 
post!)oned; 2) that Palestine be immediately opened to large-scale Jewish immi
g~ation; and 3) that we be granted an opportunity to present our case at the 
s~~ Francisco conference. 

CA:BLE :r.ROM HR. SHERTOK 

Tl1e following cable received by Dr. Wise fro.:-J Hr. Shertok that d~r uas read: 

"UD AL"!, GREA':'LY BELI~..J) BY STAllliE!TT YOU ELICITED Hlf.aTIEST C-OOD 1·TISHES" 

STArnl-:E?TT TO PRESS 

The statement prepared by the sub-committee ar,pointed at the .Executive 
Committee meeting that afternoon was read. A discussi·on fol - owed, ancl. it was 
decided to issue the statement submitted incor::-iorating a number of chr:.nges 
suGgest ed at the meeting. (Statement already circulated). 

The r.teeting acljourned at 1: 00 A. M. 

A. L . 
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AHERICAU ZIONIS~ EMERGENCY CO -:-cIL 

MINUTES OF lDTI.:G OF EXECUTIVE co:i~:ITTEE 

April 2, 1945 

A meeti:_G of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Ihergency 
Council was helc. i·ondey, April 2nd, at 3:30 P.I:., at 342 I~adison Avenue, -ie• r Yor.: 
City. 

H~"im Greenberg (presiding), {rs. Judi th Epstein, Leon Gell::ian, R.:i.bbi ~- olf 
Gold, Dr. Isrr~el :r0ldstein, i.rs. Rose Halp rin, Dr. James G. Eeller, Rabbi 1:ax 
Kirshblum, ::rs. Etta Rosensohn, Judge Horris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Heman S.1ul.n an, 
David Werthein, Dr. Stephen S. ~li se. 

Dr. lfohum Goldmann; Rabbi Philip :Bernstein, Prof. ~-:il ton Eandler, .rs. ~IT.iar 
Pool, Captain ~braham Tulin. 

Jacob:.:. Al.1.cow, Dr. I. ]. J3er~':son, Gerold Fra'l -: , Arnold • Isreeli. A t :1-...r 
Lourie, :!e,,.er ~:. 1·:eisgal. 

S2~u. Spiro, Reuven Zaslani. 

• r :r :IGB.n.~Io:~ SITUATIC.J 

• 

... he report uhich had appeared in th J_.A on April 1 s t of t1 e :J,:C.:e of 
Devonshi r e 's statement in the House of Lords, ant t he cabl receivef t~.at dey 
fro!'l • .r. Shertok were discussed.. ':rhe Parlia"D.entar.r Under-SecretarJ f or Coloni al 
Affairs , replyint; to an appeal b .. Lord Strn.bolgi for additional i :::,i.c;r ~ t i on ceI'
tificatcs, had announced th~t the Colonial Office had rejected a der1~1c. of the 
Jeui s 1 Agency for extra certificates in addition to the quota D.~ si.;; e r. under the 
~·nii te Paper, and declared that many Jewish survivors in Eurol1e c1o not vd.sh to go to 
Pale s tine. He had stated further that rejection of the demanc'- for ne ·r certific;:- tes 
,-ms also motivated by the f~ct that Palestine I s physical cap.a.city does not penni t 
the ac~issi on of more refugees from Europe. 

':' 1e cable from ::r. Shertok ( conies nlre;.d.,,. circula ted) described. the terrible 
si t uc:vti on of t!le surviving Je 1s in the li bera tec. countri .s of Europe unt the press
in..;.) ~1ee<i of bringing th em to Palestine vi thout del~r, anc. ur··,.., d that a major effort 
be unc ertaken to prevail upon the l3ritish Governr.1ent func.:une. t al l to change its 
immigrati on polic.r. 

A nu.'llber of suggestions I r made as to i .edi te acti on to ·)e te-:en and 
aft r discussion it ~as agreed that a lot or should bes nt to the PresiCent, that 
a.i.-,, intcrvie•., should be sought d th reprcsent .?..ti ves of the State Depnrtment, and t hat 
a vi .:--;orous public protest be launched against this decision of the Colo:rl .-...1 Office. 
It ,,a s sug._ estcd that the mass meetings bein arranged throughout the country should 
be nt.:lizod in this connection, that the contents of Mr. Shartokl s c"..ble should be 
broucht to the attention of radio cornnentators, newspaper columnist s o.nC:-. members of 
Congress, and that the sending of 11rires e.nd let tors to tfashington shoule. be stimu
lated. It was believed that the country shoulc be aroused to ma!~e as strong a 
protest as ossible. 
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In connection with the public eampa.ign., there was some discussion on the 

questio:1 of :rolic:r involved. The oy>inion Has expressed that there ,-,as dcn:--c' r in 

'T)lacin:::; the entire e.m11hasis 01: i :-iigra.tion. It ,-.ras pointed out, houever, that in 

aJ.l our • ,ublic statements, in all the menoranda ,,,e subrni t to Qoverru:ient, in all 

necotiations that we conluct, we have pressed and will contin-..ie to !)ress :or a 

decision :10\o.' for the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commom·1calth. But the 

public outcry uhich ·re \·rill try to arouse at this mor:ient, for a short ]_)e1~iod of tim , 

-:-iu"t sec~: immediate action on the situation described in i.r. S herto!: 1 s cable. 

Thc~·c was no question of stressing imnigration to the exclusion of tl1C Comnonwealth 

or vice versa. ~hey are both integral to our progr~m • 

.After further discussion a motion was adopted to the effect t~at the Adminis

trr.t i vc Connnittce take all necessary steps to im11lement the pro6 ·2., _,._) ro· osed and 

act on the cable of the Jewish Agency Executive to protest against t~1e :1olicy of 

the British Colonial Office as indicated in the statement rna~e by t~e Dttl:e of 

Devons:-ire. Rabbi Gold anc. : :r. Gellnan refrP-ined from voting • 

• ~r:ir--G .~:r -· 

It l'as ctecided to meet again the follo~ ing afternoon at 1: 00 :.n orler to 

con-1lete the agenda. 

~he meeting adjo• rned at 6: 15 P. !:. 

-A• J.Je 
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.A!-!ERICAN ZIOUIS'!' D!DGENCY com-cIL 

: J:l:!UTES OF !~I rn. OF'~OMl-1I'r1'EE HELD mt 3, 1945 

A special meeting of Executive Committee of the American Zionist l:lnergeuc-f 
Council was held Tuesday, April 3, at 1:30 P. F., at 342 ~.fa.dison Avenue, ~e,; Yor·~ 
City. 

l'RESEl'T 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), r1rs. Judi th Epstein, Mrs. Rose Hr lprin, 
Leon Gellman, Dr,. Israel Goldstein, Rabbi !ax Kirshblum, ·-~rs. Etta Rosensohn., 
Judge l1orris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Herman Shul::ian, David Wertheim, Dr. Ste:Jhen 
S. Uise. 

Dr. 1;ahum Goldman."!; itubbi Philip Bernstein, ~-irs .. Tanar Pool. Captain Abraham 
Tulin. 

Jacob :r. Alkow, Gerold Frank, Arnolc. K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, ~Ieyer w. 
Weisgal~ 

Reuven Zaslani . 

.AD-1INIS~RA12'IVE C0i::.IT'!'ZE REPORT 01-7 AO:'I Cr7 IT PUBLIC REtA'i'IONS FIELD 

;~r. Shulman reported that the Administrati v Cor:uni t t ee was c:te .. .li ·1(; ui th 
the folJ.oving detcil$ of the program for public ac ion: 1) a petition to be s :'..O1ed 
by the Governors of all the States was bein ~repared; 2) another petition, to be 
signed by members of Congress• was also about re .cy; 3) the proposal to have 
resolutions passed by non-Jetish or6 anizations throughout the country 1~~ to be 
di scussecl wi t!1 Dr. Voss a...~cl Dr. LeSourd ( ,-,ho haa. just returnee.. from a lone SJ:)e --- 'dng 
tour) t .. 1at ni3ht; 4) the plan to hold mass neetings throurhou the co· t~r was 
being co.rriP-d out anc'. the local emergenc~ commit tees hai'~ been contacteci.. in t l is 
connection; . 5) letter--wri tin0 throu .,1out the countrJ was to be stimulated.; 
6) members of the staff have been intervic-ring ne rspa.per colu..,mists and radio 
com!Tlentators. • 

In c1c.dition to the c.bove action, which had been approved at a previou 
meeting, t11e Ac..ministrative Co ittee wis:ied to uggest the use of advertise~Je .. 1ts 
and recommended that $2~,ooo. be set aside for this purpose' . This \·ro ld :ia.ke it 
possiale to lace four or five advertisements in ach of ... fe 1':ey cities. e 
emerbency conmittees ~ould then be asked to insert these advertisements in th ir 
local newspapers, using funds raised locall. 

A motion was ma.c.e and adopted a proving the reco -iena ~.tion of t.1e Adminis
trative Committee with reGard to the use of advertisements in the blic campai • 

Mr. Jacob :. Alkow, who r centl~ joined the staff of tne 3mergency Council, 
·•as introduced. v:r. Alkow, ,ho has a fine Je ish back rounc1., hac~. been active in 
Zionist \-rork in 1ew York City for some ears ancl during his sta:r i:1. Cclifornia 
w s en ed in general Je i sh activities .. 
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SA17 FRAlTC ISCO COlrB'.:J.i.ENCE 

A motion was mac.e and. adopted that a mini'".lun of seven me.·-i°Je~~s of the Council 
be prepared to go to San Francisco, including one representative to oe n~~el b each 
of t~e four organizations. together with the three chairmen 

The question of official recognition for a re:9resentatio:n o-:7 the Council ': as 
raisec:1 .. , apart from the representa.tion being sought for the Je" ish Af;0 ncy. :.1. e 
.American Jewish Conference had alreac.y entered a clain to have an ac.visor to the 
.limerican delegation. anc.. it was suggested that the Emergency Counci .... :1ight indicate 
to the State Department that it wished to designate a representative to advise on 
questions regarding Palestine. 

After discussion it was decided that if it is possible ·dt:1out interfering 
ui th the claim of the American Je -1ish Conference , the Emergenc . .r Go·:.1.:1cil chould seek 
en of:.~icial status \-1i th the American delegation to the San ~runcisco conference. 

;enorandum for San Francisco 

It was reported that the memorandum for submission to t!1e San £i.'C::"1.cisco 
Co:1ference ,.-rn.s being prepared by the Council for s b:nisBion b:,. tl1e Jel·rish Agency. 

It was indicateL that if c meeting of the Big Five s hel~ prior to the 
Srn £rancisco conference to discuss the qu'!stion of :.:and[>tes, the possi'bili ty of 
u:1 ~. ch .1.1as been reported, the memo1 .. a.'l'l.c".UI'!l voulc. be s tbr.ii t te f to t~1e s::1c.J.ler :neet in:;-: • 

.erican Delegation to San Francisco 

The question was rais d of contacting th 
delegation to San Francisco. 

arious mcmbe~s of the .American 

,fit 1 regard to Dean Gildersleeve, ::rs. Pool reported t ct Dr. Pool had spoken 
to her and she had said she lme,.-r Jmothing about the Zionist qu stion ~nc. had ask d 
for material, ,-,hich hac. been tran l'!li ttel to her. It was agreec"'.. t~1at a brief ' 
menor tum be also sent er. 

Such a memorandum has already been sent to Com. ander Stnssen. ~ith regard 
to Se tor Vandenberg, it ,,,as reportec1 hE't ::r. Philip Slomovit z ,cof Detroit is 
tr., il1t; to arrange an aJ"'pointnent wi t.11 hi!!l far sofl'\e of our ·,JC0)1le. 

It ·ras agreed th8t ever;, effort should. be :nac"Le to co:it~ct all the delegates 
personally. 

It ras further suggeste that the nembe.rs of Congress on the delegation 
S!1oulc .. recei~e letters from some of .heir leadin constit e:its. 

The reply received by Dr. ,nse from Dr. Silvf'r to .1is 1 etter inviting hi 
to attend a meeting of the Executive Committee was read . (.~ttacl1e:). 

• A motion made by i:r. Gellma...~ that a con~ittce be appointed by t c Council 
to e::~1lorc the possibilities of -iakin peace with Dr. s·1ver w .s seconc.".ed by 
:::..,. Se_,;al subject to the condition that it was not inten ed t. ereb:, to ".ccept 



.. _ 

• 

• 

• 

• - 3 -

t:1e conditions contained in Dr. Sil ver 1 s letter. This motion gave \•T"'Y to a furthet 
notion uhich was adopted unanimously (tr.Gellman refraining fron voting) that a 
re:>lY be sent to Dr. Silver pointing out th,t the letter sent to him t-ms an in
vitation to attend a meeting of the Executive Committee and as not intended to 
reo~)en t1e question ·of the reor nnization of the Council• 

The me ting adjourned at 4:10 P. • • 
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THE T~~ 
East 105th St. at Ansel ~oat 

Telephones: Garfield 0150-0151 
CleV'elo.nd 

- - -
Abba nillel $ilver, D. D. 

Rabbi 

: :arch 26, 1945 

Dr. Ste:men S. ,1ise, Chair.nan 
Ar.1erica Zionist EI:lergenc r Council 
34:2 ::e.c1.i son Avenue 
'Te r ror1~ T y 
• • • J. ··- ' • , 

Penni t me to thank you for your letter of !~arch 21. I arrpreci::1.t e ti1e in-
vi t l'.t ion which you convey to me to a t tencl a .. eeti ni:; in the ea1-- ut re of the 
31:ecuti ve Comr.ii ttee of the Emergency Co ncil. I shall t~J to U 4vtenc1 s 1-c a meetin •• 
althou:··h at the present monent I do not know when I will be in 1-e 1 Yor:: again . I 
0:11:r returned this norning from a \ireck 1 s star in : .e •1 York • 

I ,-,ould be lacking in frankness if I vere to le ve you with t11e i!:ip rcssion 
t_.c:-.t r.:r remaining a me .ber of the Council i!'l. an7 ., implies that I accept the 
p r esent set-up of the Council as either a sat isfactory or pe mancnt arran0 cn nt. 
S:.:1ce ny enforced resignation, the Co ncil., to n:- best knowlec\.;:c , :1c:-.s .1carc.. fron 
nu.":'erous Zionist grou .s and leaders thro1.: hout the count --:r calling :o:-- its re
org2·1i~c:'.tion. This has also been ecl1aed \•rit1 re~arkable unanimity ·Jy the Jewish 
pres" . 

On February 21, Dr. 1eizmann c ~blen both to you [...IlC to e "an urcc~t mes~ u6e 
to c.o everiJthing humanl;i i)ossi le to resolve the c':.iffprence3 a'l'la. ·'.;o re:-1ove th 
c":.ifficul ties thus enabli !'lg aJ.l Zionists to combine for t he ur,::;cnt tas~: uhi ch li s 
b fore us . 11 .fr. Li s::y wrote to r.1e on February 26 tha~ he, s a er.1b er of the 
Je -,is. o-enc , hac:1. been urger. by Dr, t'eizl""lan:1 to rna:e an earnest effort to r econ
cile the differences that _1af. arisen. On L rch 2, I t·rrot e to :.:r. L:!: s.~, that 
nif r. tfis is no,-r of the opinion that the re-organization of t l1e :Z10rgency 
Co1.1.'lci l , .• ich h J) recipitated b" .1is r esig!!ati on •'c'.s i 1-ail.i.-isec'. , nnc:. t .'!at t! o 
s i t··.ction now calls for ny r eturn unr,cr concli tions w ... 1ich -rill enD.blc r,c to carr•" 
on t4. active political lcac1.orshiy> of t:1e Cou!'lcil , I s:iall be vcr:,. p lc-..scd. to 
.. eet ttith '1i:n at a time d y,l a cc TilUtual l :.r !'.l r ecabl c," 

I have not heard fro~ you as to :our intention. Thi , as I see it , ant 
I believe ·:-ou will agree \•ri t l1 e, is the real cru."c of t he matter C...Tlt not w' cthe r 
! ~t t n one or anoth r neeting of the ~ecutive Council. 

, ·1th all goo~. wishes, I remain 

Very cordially rours, 

Abba illel Silv~r 



.. 

• 
J 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 47 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 16, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Couticil was held Monday, .h.pril 16th, at 3:30 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Pinchas Oruso, Mrs. Judith Epstein, Daniel 
Frisch, Leon Gellman, Hrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, 
Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louie Segal, Herman Shulman, 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Prof. Milton Handler, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Louis P. Rocker, .Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. B, Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Arthur Lourie , Meyer W. Wei sgal. 

Isaiah L. Kenen, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

• • ARAB LEAGUE 

' 

It was reported that a cable had been received from the London office of 
the Jewish Agency indicating that they had taken up with representatives of the 
British Foreign and Colonial Offices the report which had appeared in the press 
that the constitution of the Arab League was expected to contain a provision 
making Palestine a member of the League and that the constitution would be signed 
by Palestine Arabe. The Foreign Office maie inquiries in Cairo and then informed 
thA J~wish Agency that Palestine was not included as a full member of the League 
although a representative of the Arab community of Palestine would, as heretofore, 
continue to take part in the work of the League. 

It was pointed out in the discussion that followed that even the semi
official status granted the Palestine Arabs was very disturbing, and it was 
suggested that~ protest be registered with our State Department. 

Since the cable from the London Office had in indicated that ve would be 
informed later of their reply to the Foreign Office, it was decided to wait a 
few days for a further cable from London before sending a letter of protest to 
the State Department. 

AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE U BOSTON 

It was reported that the conference arranged by the American Pale~tine 
Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine on A~ril 9th was ver-y successful. 
Three sessions were held, all of which were extremely well attended, with 700-800 
being present in all, among them the most notable citizens of the Boston Christian 
community. The afternoon forum was addressed by Dr. Lowdermilk, Prof. Friedrich, 
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Dr. Wendell Phillips, Dr. LeSourd and Dr. Voss. ~uestions were asked and a very 
intelligent interest shown. There was a Women 1s For..llll and Tea, which was attended 
by many distinguished Boston ladies. The concluding dinner session was addressed 
by Governor Tobin, Congressman Coffee of Seattle, Dr. E~anuel Neumann and r. 
LeSourd. This session adopted a Resolution calling for the immediate opening o~ 
the gates of Palestine and its reconstitution as a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth, and demanding that the Jewish case be heard at San Francisco. 

A luncheon given for the press was attended by the managing editors of all 
the Boston papers, who were addressed by Dr. Lowdermilk, Dr. LeSourd and Dr. Voss, 
They evinced genuine interest, and good publicity was given to the conference in 
the Boston press. 

Prior to the Conference, Archbishop Cushing of Boston had been approached 
and he agreed to act as one of the sponsors of the Conference. He also a thorized 
the Catholic clergy to participate. 

At the close of the Conference, the entire attendance constituted them
selves into the American Christian Palestine Committee and a slate of officers 
was elected to carry out the program adopted by the Conference. Governor Tobin 
of Massachusetts accepted the chainna.nship of this Committee,, 

ACTIVITIES OF A.C.P.C. 

It was further reported that the present policy with regard to the activi
ties of the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine 
is to intensify the work of both groups with a view to their becoming more closely 
knit and to establish a closer relationship between the and the Council. All 
decisions made by the Council with regard to action o be taken locally by the 
emergency committees are automatically to be transmitted to the A.C.F.C. com• · 
mittees with a view to having them take similar action. It is also intended to 
make the offices of the two Christian organizations functioning offices to a 
greater extent than they have been so far, and to have Dr. LeSourd and Dr. Voss 
spend more time in their offices henceforth, cutting down on their epeuking 
tours. 

Dr. LeSourd was at present in Washington in connection with the declara
tions to be adc.ressed to the President by Senators ana. Representatives, and 
0-overnors of States. 

A meeting had been held recently, which was attended by Prof. Handler, 
Dr . LeSourd, Dr. Voss and members of the staff, at which Dr. LeSourd reported 
on his visit to 50 communities throughout the country and the program for the 
coming months was discussed. 

It was expected that within a few weeks the machinery for an intensive 
program of the two Christian organizatio•e would be well organized. 

MASS MEETINGS 

It was reported that as of a few days ago, the Council had been informed 
of 59 meetings which had been arranged by local emergency coimnitteeo throughout 
the country (many in cooperation with the American Jewish Conference) to be held 
within the next week or ten days. 

There would be a meeting in New York on April 29th, at the Lewisohn Stadium. 
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SAN mAlCISCO CONFERENCE 

It was reported that information had been received from the London office 
that the Jewish Agency had requested elucidation from the Foreign Office as to 
whether in the discussion on Mandates at the San Francisco Conference Palestine 
would be directly or indirectly affected. whether there was any other item on the 
agenda of the conference under which the question of Palestine might be raised and 
whether under the procedure of the Conference it would be possible for any state 
attending to bring up the question of the future of Palestine even though not 
specifically provided for on the agenda. The reply received to this inquiry 
stated that the sole :purpose of the conference was to reach an agreement on the 
charter of the new world organization and was not intended to discuss specific 
questions regarding any particular problem or territory. While the future of the 
Mandatory system would no doubt be discussed in principle it would not be the 
conferencets business to consider its application or working in r6spect of any 
other particular country. 

Although it was clear that Palestine would not come up any way directly at 
San Francisco since discussion of any specific territory was not on the agenda of 
the Conference, it was felt that it was necessary to h ave a number of our people 
there to watch developments in connection with the trusteeship plan which was boing 
proposed and guard against any changes which might be made in the mandates system 
which rt1ight prejudice our rights under the Mandate. 

In this connection the chairman reported on a conversation which Mr. Shulman. 
~r. Philip Slomovitz of Detroit and he had had with Senator Vandenberg , one of the 
American delegates to the UNCIO. Senator Vandenberg had indicated that he was 
convinced that no official bearings would be held in San Francisco at all, not 
only with regard to Palestine. But he agreed that hi le there was no hope of get
ting any affirmative decision on Palestine in San Francisco we might lose something 
by implication. In that respect he understood that we must be on our guard and 
he promised his help. He suggested that the American Jewish Conference consultant 
should be in touch with him. 

Mr. Shulman reported on a converoation he had had th one of the advisors 
to the United States delegation now studying the quest i a1~ of the Mandates system 
and international trusteeship. 

In addition to the necessity of watching developments in San Francisco in 
connection with mandat es, it was point ed out that there is a wide field for Zionist 
propaganda there of which we sho ld take advantage. Our representatives may be 
able to meet unofficially with many of the delegates who are known to be friends 
of ours and who may influence other dele ates. These men may be the same persons 
who at a later date will be considering the terms of peace and the disposition of 
our question. 

The question was raised by the Council 1s representation in San Francisco 
and its relationship to the .American Jewish Conference and Jewish Agency delega
tions. 

It was reported that the Amari can Jewish Conference had taken the initiative 
in arranging for a Joint Committee to function in San Francisco which will comprise 
the World Jewish Congress, the American Jewish Conference and the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews. The intention is to establish a central office in San Francisco, 
when Mr. Xenen arriv8s there, to serve as coordinating body for all these groups. 
There will be submitted to the delegates at the Conference, on behalf of these 
groups, a joint memorandum which will be signed by all of them. 
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The American Jewish Conference will have a panel of nine representativ,es 
at San Francisco, three to be there all the time. When a member of the panel 
leaves another will take his nlace. (The Conference is entitled to one consultant 
and two assistants). 'Ihe thr~e co-chainnen of the Conference (two of whom are 
~Pmbers of the Emergency Council Executive). would be leaving for San Francisco 
within the next few days. 

The Jewish Agency will have a separate representation at San Francisco, 
headed by Dr. Goldmann. The Agency intends to request the Emergency Counil to 
permit Ir. Lourie to serve aa secretary of its delegation. In addition, several 
ca..workers of the Jewish ·Agency who have certain contacts will acr,ompany the 
delega.tion. 

The Jewish Agency will submit its own memorandum to the Conference delegates. 
This memorandum is being prepared here. The Agency will have to be a distinc\ 
entity in San Francisco. It will have to have its own separate office. 

A discussion followed on how the Emergency Council would fit into the set-up 
outlined above. After a lengthy discussion it was decided that the Council would 
not appear in San Francisco as a separate entity but that its representatives would 
work with the Jewish Agency on the one hand and with the American Jewish Conference 
on the other. The Council would have no official headquarters of its own. 

• As to the Council representatives, it was recalled that at the last meeting 

• 

it had been decided that there should be a delegati on of seven to San Francisco. 
Dr. Goldstein, who would be there as one of the panel of the American Jewish Con
ference, and Rabbi Gold had already left for the coast. It was believed that it 
was essential for Dr, Wise to be in San Francisco but it was un ise for him to leave 
at this moment in view of the changed situation in Washington. Mr. Shulman, too, 
should remain here for the time being, although he planned to go to San Francisco 

. at some time during the Conference. 

It was further decided that the Emergency Council recommend to Dr. Weizmann 
and Mr. ~en-Gurion that Dr. Wise be specifically named as a representative of the 
Jewish Agency in San Francisco. 

A motion was adopted unanimously (Mr. Segal not voting) to the effect that 
if any of the four constituent bodies of the Council is represented at one time in 
San Francisco by an officer of the Council or by a member of the panel of the 
American Jewish Conference, that particular party will designate no other repre
sent ative. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 

A. L, 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD APRIL 16, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 23 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council ~as held Monday evening, 
April 16, at 8:15 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Miss Ju.lliet M. Benjamin, Rabbi Philip S. 
Bernstein, Maurice Boukstein, Mrs. Judith Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Paul L. Goldman, 
Mrs. B. J. Goldstein, Mrs. Marion Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Prof. Milton 
Handler, Benjamin Itzkowitz, Leib Jaffe, Rabbi 1•tax Kirshblum, Miss Jeannette Leibel, 
Irving D. Lipkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Irael Mereminski, Isaac Naiditch, Louie P. Rocker, 
Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, Samuel Rothstein, Mrs. Bertha Schoolman, Hennan Shulman, 
Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob~. Alkow, Gerold Frank, 
Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Hans Lamm, Meyer ,.,. Weisgal. 

Mrs. Kurt Blumenfeld, Dr. Joseph Cohn, M. Maldwin Fertig, Mendel Fisher, 
Gottlieb Hammer, Albert D. Shanzer, William z. Spiegelman, Dr. Michael Traub, 
Miss Sophie Udin, Zorach Warhaftig, Mrs. Stephens. Wise. 

An apology was received from Dr. Heller • 

The Chainnan opened the meeting with a tribute to the late President 
Roosevelt. The following telegram had been sent by Dr. Wisc to rs. Roosevelt: 

"~ associates join me in offering you tenderest sympathy. 
As Americans we share the sense of common sorrow; and as 
members of the Jeiish community we are conscious of the 
loss we sustain in the passing of the friend of man , ho, 
as you know, deeply s·rmpathi zed with my people and their 
aspirations. May God give healing to you, his wise and 
brave comrade. 11 

A message had also been sent to President Har ry S. Truman signed by the chairmtj 
of the Council, the Executive Committee and the Administrative Committee, as follow~ 

"We offer you our deepfelt sympat}v in our common loss. 
We are heartened in this tragic hour by your pledge and 
your capacity to ~nrry out the ideals and policies of 
President Roosevelt. May God give you visi on and strength." 

CABLE FROM LONDON OFFICE OF JEWISH AGE CY 

The cable received from the London office of the Jewish Agency, concerning 
inquiries it had made of the Foreign and Colonial offices with regard to the 
Constitution of the Arab League and the agenda of the San Francisco conference, 
was reported. (See minutes of Executive Com~ittee of April 16). 

SAN FRANCISCO CONFERE CE 

The Chairman of the Executive Committee reported on the discussion in the 
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Executive CoJD11ittee taat afternooa on the San Francisco conference and the question 
of the Emergency Council's representation at San Francisco, and on the decisions 
taken by the Executive Committee, (See minutes of Executive Committee meeting 
of April 16th). 

A motion was adopted unanimously approving the decisions taken by the 
Executive Committee in relation to San Franci,co. 

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION 

It was reported that at the last meeting of the Administrative Committee 
it was decided to recommend to the Council the adoption of the following amendment 
to Article IV of the Constitution of the Emergency Councill 

"Article IV shall read as at present with the addition of the follow
ing sentence: 

'Elections of officers shall take place annually at a 
meeting of the Council of which at least two weeks 
notice shall be given and which shall be held not 
later than December 1st of each year."" 

Notices had been sent out on April 6th to the members of the Council. ('rhe 
Constitution requires that a week'e notice be given of any amencment to be pro
posed)• 

In the discussion that followed it was pointed out that the Emergency 
Council was the only organization that did not have in its constitution a provision 
for the election of officers, and the failure of the Council to make such provision 
should now be rectified. It was the desire to regularize the constitutional set-
up of the Council in this respect that prompted the presentation of this amendment. 

It was moved that the proposed amendment . be made clearer by including 
in it the list of offices to be filled. Article IV would then read as followst 

"The officers of the Council shall consist of a Chairman, 
a Secretary and a Treasurer, and such other officers as 
the Council shall, from time to time, elect. Elections 
of officers shall take place annually at a meeting of 
the Council of which at least two weeks notice shall 
be given and which shall be held not later than December 
1st of eaoh year. There shall also be an annual election 
of a Chairman of the Exe cu ti ve Conmi ttee, and a Chairman 
of the Administrative Committee if any, which shall take 
place not later than December 1st of each year." 

After a motion ma.de to 1~ on the table the motion to accept the amendment 
was lost 1t was movod and seconded that the amendment as circulated, with tho 
changes suggested in Article IV itself, be adopted. This motion was passed by 
a vote of 11 to 6. Since the vote in favor was not unanimous, it would be neces
sary, according to the terms of the Constitution, to have the amendment ratified 
in writing by two-thirds of the total membershtp of the Council. 

• It was further moved and seconded that a committee be named by the chairman 
to ~ring in recommendations to the Council with regard to further changes in the 
Constitution. 
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MASS MEET ING IN NEW YORK 

Mr. M. Maldwin Fertig, who was serving as chairman of the Committee for the 
mass meeting to be held in New York, reported that a start had been made to arrange 
for a great demonstration at the Lewisohn Stadium on April 29th, \1/hich will be 
under the auspices of the American Zionist Emergency Council and the American 
Jewish Conference. It is hoped to have about 50,000 - 75,000 people attend. 

A meeting in connection with the demonstration had been held the previous 
dey which was attended by 300 - 400 representatives of local organizations. A 
meeting had also been held ,,,_,1th the Jel.~ish press, who have given their assurance 
of solid support • 

.l vote of thanks was moved to Mr. Fertig!,e Committee. 

I1R. KA.PLAN 1 S ADDRESS 

Mr. Eliezer Kaplan, who had just .arrived from Palestine addressed the 
meeting as follows: 

tolitical Situation 

After the arrival of the Viscount Gort, there was a change in the political 
climate. The attitude of Lord Gort is a radically different one from that of his 
predecessor. But we are still under the regime of the White Paper. It is not the 
political climate, but actual deeds that we must take into account . 

Lord Gort is very popular with the Jews and , i h the Arab,... He is endeaYoi
ing to overcome many difficulties by an attitude of syr,pathy and understanding. 
It is doubtful, however, whether ~e shall be able to continue in this way for any 
length of time. There must be a decision one wey or the other. But perhaps this 
sympathetic attitude on the part of Lord Gort is an indication that the White Paper 
cannot survive. Both among the Jews and the Arabs it is fcl t that a change must 
come. Up to la.st month the Arabs opposed the \'Thi te Paper as not meeting their 
demands. Now, because they are afraid that the White Paper may be abandoned, they 
call for its implementation of the third part of it (which calls for the establish
ment of an Arab State). 

With regard to the proposal said to have been made by representatives of 
some of the Arab States that they are ready to acquiesce in the acmission of 
300.000 Jews into Palestine (which implies parity between the Moslems and the Jews), 
over a period of 5-10 years, on condition that the third part of the White Paper 
(the creation of an Arab State and constitutional government) is implemented, the 
Jewish Agency has no information on this matter. It is known that there were 
various proposals made but there were no official or even semi-official proposals. 

All that the Jewish Agency does know is that there was an unofficial promise 
given to Dr. Weizmann by Mr. Churchill that after the war in Europe Britain will 
be ready to discuss the Palestine problem officially. For the moment that is all. 

Arab Relations 

With regard to · the Arab League, the constitution does not proclaim the 
establishment of an Arab Federation, because the Arab countries were unable to 
overcome the opposition within their own ranks to this project. It is more or 
less a defense League which has been established. The Palestine Arabs are not 
part of the Arab League. Musa el Alemi was nominated ad personam. The Arab 
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oountries decided that they might invite an Arab from Palestine to take iart in 
their deliberations. Musa el Alemi did not sign the protocol. In the constitution 
there is not nothing said about Palestine, but there is an additional protocol, 
in which it is stated Palestine is an independent country de jure but not yet 
de facto. 

A change in the policy of the Arabs in Palestine and 1n the neighboring 
countries is indicated by their interest, for the first time, in economic problems. 
As a member of the Palestine War Advisory Economic Council I had many opportuntiea 
to meet with the Arabs. Various economic problems came up in discussions with 
representative Arabs. They have come to the conclusion that they made a great 
mistake in concentrating their fight against the Zionists on the political end, 
by tr-Jing to use force. They have now decided that they ~hould fight the Jews 
also on the economic level. There is great deal of money among the Arabs. They 
e.re now trying to use this weapon in Palestine and in the neighboring countries 
against us. Because of the war, the Arabs have many serious economic problems, 
particularly in Egypt. E.g. they face a very critical transition period there, 
including the problem of how to induce the thousands of laborers in the towns, 
who have become accustomed to a higher standard of living, to return to the 
villages. One Arab leader in Egypt proposed that all the laborers sliould register 
in labor exchanges, and if they do not find work by a certain time they should be 
sent back to the villages, where they will starve. They face soci&.l disturbances 
and they are afraid of that. 

The Egyptians are fighting ~or the industrial hegemony of the tear East. 

This new interest of the Arabs has an effect on us. E.g. the Jewish National 
Fund faces greater difficulty in acquiring l?.nd, not only because of the limitations 
of the land regulations of the Wh.1 te Paper, but because of the abundance of money 
among the Arabs. And in addition the Arabs have established a Fu..~d similar to the 
J •• F. They are ·tr-~ing to introduce the idea of the boxes, stam~s, etc. On Arab 
transport lines even a Jew must paJ' an additional stm for the Arab l~nd fund. Now 
they are conducting a car.ipaign and stressing the point that this fund should be ·not 
only a Palestine Arab National Fnnd, ·out a l ational Fund of all the Arabs, in the 
neighboring countries as well. They point to the fact that the Jews in .America 
and other countries are helping the Palestine Jews, and therefore the Arabs in 
other countries should help the Palestine Arabs. 

The Yishuv ~as had to face many difficulties because of Government regula,
tions with regard,ticenses, appropriations, etc. If there is a limited number of 
tractors available, for example, there is a bitter struggle over their d stribu
tion. This is true also of industrial machiner-J. 

There is also an improvement in the standard of living amo11G the Arabs. 

The Arabs in Palestine have not succeeded again in organizing themselves 
on the lines along which they were organized in 1936-39. They have not re
established the Higher Arab Committee, because of the differences among themselves. 
If one believes tha.t the Christian Arabs ma;r take a different attitude than that 
of the Uoslems, one has only to note the situation •ri th regard to the selection 
of a new M~or for Jerusalen. The Christian Arabs ere compelled to protest agains· 
the employment of a Christian M~or. They are afraid of the Moslems. They trJ 
to win the sympathies of the lfoslems by emphasizing t!leir loyalty to the Arab 
cause. 

Another manifestation of the difficulties we are encountering is the fight 
put up by the Arab representative to the Labor Conference in London. 
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The Arabs endeavor to capitalize on any disagreement ar.iong the three big 
powers. They try to create the impression that if England will not give in to 
them they will join th~ Russians. 

The Jewish Scene 

• Five years ago I brought you a report o Palestine in the first months of 
the war. I need not tell you about the development and achievements of the Yishuv 
during the five years of the war. 

te are now entering the so-called transition period.. The ne.ti onal income of 
Palestine (including non-Je~ish) in the year 1943 was about LP 90 ,COO,OOO. Before 
the war it was LP 30,000,000. The increase is due in large me r·.sure to the war 
econom: • mili ta:cy ord.ers, etc. In 1943 military orders amount ed to LP 27,000,000 -
30% of the total income. My estimate of the national income o! 1944 is about 
LP 100,000 ,000. Government orders amounted to about LP 15,000,000, a decreas e of 
about 50%. Des:Pi t e tho decrease, however, there is still a lack of men pow r. 

Every imr:tigrant v1ho is a le and willing t o work finds en loyment. From the 
point of vie of econor1ic absorptive cai:aci ty ,, o could n01.1 absorb tens of thousands 
of immi grants. There is still prosperity in Palest ine and along wit it a high 
cost of production end a hi t..h cost of livingo These are tne dungers of Palestine. 
The index of the coct of living is about 250. The same food basket as in England 
would cost about 2~ times as much e.s in England. Despite this high cost of living 
the population succeeded in i m~roving its standard of living~ This is not true, 
hot· ever, of the entire populationo From that :point of view tho social differentia
tion in Palestine is no, sharper, with al l the acco P' yi ng da~gers • 

.Fro . the psychologicai point of view there i s a mixture of li -"' . t and she.de . 
Whenever there has been a da..~ger f acing the Yishuv , the Je• s _ r:✓~ ~ppe&r ed unit ed. 
:But there is now agrdn an increase in internal strife. 

Activities of the Jewish Agenc-1 

I shall stress three activities: 
1) Rescue and Relief~ During the past two years the Yishuv s:pent, h i.'.'O'.lf;l the 
Je,ish Agency, for rescue, relief and transportation of refugees to Pale~tine, 
about fi ve and a half million dol l ars. Of this we received less than 401 from t he 
J.D.C . More than 6CY/, was contributed r1ainly by Palestinian Jewry. w·e hav 1.3 a ·1ar 
emer ~ency fund and in the various canpaigns for this fund con~ ct od during the 
war we raised about $4,000,000. This is apart from the contributi ons r.iade to the 
K£ren Heyesod and th e Keren Kayemeth and the collections of tho Histadruth. With 
a population of _ess t han 600,000 Jews, t h is mc, ns a contribution of ~bout $6-7 er 
capita. If American Jewry could contribute on the same bas::.s, •re cotld raise vast sums indeed. 

'1hen a Palestine Jew col l ects his salar-.1, all volu..11tary truces r.ave been 
deducted f~om it. There is not a Jew in Palestine, ho ,ishes to take part in any 
w~ in public life in t_ e country, who d.oes not contribute t o he K ren Heyesod and 
the Keren Keyemeth, and often a ver;J substantial part of hi e inco~e. 

The time is not yet ripe to ::iake public everything thnt we have done with 
regard to rescue. We are closest to the people in Euro, e and we a r e therefore mueh 
more sensi tive to their suffGring. In a1diti on to our der,lro to rescue our brothorn 
in Europe we also feel that our Zionist battJ.e dll be fought not only in Palestine 
and in the United States, b~t also and not i n a lesser degree in Roumania, Poland, 
etco If we insist that the g c.tes of Palo~tino should be ononed, \'t e do so for three 
reasons: 1) in answer to the cry of our brethern in these countries; 2) because of 
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the demand for labor hands in Palestine; and 3) because we see on this front one of 
the major battles in the fight for the fut re of Palestine. That is one of the 
reasons why we asked you to raise the questio:i of immigration as an acute probleM • 

We have not only the opposition of the British to overco~e in our rescuo 
activities. '·e are facing tremendous difficulties, not only with regard to trans
portation, but also with regard to exit pennits a!'ld transit visa~, froo :Bulgaria, 
Roumania, France and Morocco. We are having great difficulties in obtaining transit 
visas fron all the Arab countries. 

Another most difficult problem which we face is that of housing. There is 
a scarcity of building materials with the resultant hig...'1 cost of buildine. '2·1esc 
two factors are sufficient to make our ·ouilding program moat diffic-lllt. If we 
overcorie the financial difficulties we hope to build thousands of houses. Of cou~tse, 
these will be very small houses. The area of a house will be 27 ~quare metres. 

To a great degree the complaints of our peo _ ,le are justified. ':i:1hey are 
suffering. We are trying to face all these probleos, and I should ac.d, in con
nection with the mobilization of soldiers, that when ~e secured recognition of the 
Jewish :Sr·gade, ma:1Y eople in Palestine received the news with mixed feoljn ~~ . It 
was too late, they felt, and further we were not able to as ·-;ure to tho f[J11i.:!.ios of 
the men the minimum of existence. We spent about LP 30,000 per month for the 
families of solders, apart from the sur.1s we laid as·e for their resettlement, etc. 

2) ReconvP-rsion: There is a second cm:mlex of pro bl er.is that \· e are consic1.ering, -
those com1e;cted "'i th reconversion ( the so-callee'. trans:. tion period). If we fail 
during th:is transition perioa. and hD,ve thousand .. of unemployec. it will be not only 
a social problem but a political misfortune. l·Te cwinot rely on t ,1 0 Government • 

Te are elevating a great deal of time to these l)roble .s. One of the p :tr-poses 
of my comi 1g to this countr:r is connected wi tr the p roblem of read -=us tine our 
economic life. During the war it was a proble:n of production, but no ·r \10 have to 
faco the problem of marketing. That means competition. We ha e expendeQ sub
stantial sums and much time in planninG large schemes. 

3) Investigations of Economic Possibilities: The investigation of and research in 
econeimic possibilities of Palestine as a t·1hole he.ve been occ ,pying our attention. 
You have published the Lowdermilk scheme here. :Before Lowdermilk a group of 
engineers in Palestine started investigations. We are basing our zchemes on the 
findings of Acierican engineers and we are accused in Palestine of taking the more 
conservc'iti ve estimates of the A ericans. We have more t 1a.n 120 reports of investig 
ting committees of the Je1.rl sh ~ency. Most of them are engineering reports, on a 
specific project, namely, whether given the possibility politically to bring into 
Palestine a million Jews, are we able to do so and how shall we do it~ 

Are we able to do it? There are many Zionists who are not sure th~t :o are. 
We took upon ourselves the task of making the investigations and trying to apProach 
the problem purel7 from the economic point of vie , and to chock up on ourselves 
and ~ut ourselves to severe tests. 

We are now actually SUI!lr.ing un all these activities. 1e intend as soon as 
possible to put the results of t .. ese investigations before the Zionists, then 11efore 
the Je •1s, and then befo:re the non-Jews. W'e were glad to have in PaleAtine t •o 
American investigating groups: an American commission sent by a non-Zionist body -
an independent group; and two Aoerican engineers (Mr. Savage a.ncl ~-.r. Hays), stud.¥ing 
irrigation. You will Pjl"Ob bly see their reports soon. ':'he Palestine Government, 
and the Arabs as tell, bvinced g1'eat interewt in these two groups. They were 
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interrogated by them and also by Sir Edward Grigg, the !ritish Minister to the 
M~.ddle East. Part of my work here will be to check up on the schemes a.Tl.d then see 
about establishing here, and perhaps in London as well , cooperation in economic 
activities between Palestine, the United States and England. 

For the moment ie wish to limit ourselves to one statement: that we hare 
come to the conclusion that from the point of vie\'. of the natural resources of 
Palestine, a million Je~·,s can be absorbed in :Palestine, :nrovided the political 
situation is right, and provided the Government will organize Jewish life and the 
active participation of the Jewish peo~le. 

The meeting adjourned at llt05 P.M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL 10. 48 

A.~ICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

l IlroTES OF -{IDETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 23, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Honday. April 23rd, at 3: 30 P. r . , at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), ,:a 1rice Boukstein, Pinchas Cruso, rs. Rose 
Halp1"1.n, Rabbi Maz Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen S. ~ise. 

Dr. ahum Goldmann; Prof. Milton Handler, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Captain Abraham 
Tulin. 

Jacob M. Alko ·r, Dr. I, B. Berkson, Gerold Frank. Arthur Lourif, Meyer • 
Weisgal. 

Eliezer Kaplan, Saul Spiro . 

MASS ,1EETI G U NEW YORK 

The Chainnan presented the reco me~dation of the three officers of the 
Council that Dr. Silver be invited to address the meeting to be held at the 
Lewisohn Stadium on April 29th. 

A motion was adopted approving the recommendf tion made by the officers. 

CONFERE CE WITH PRESIDENT '?RUMAN 

Mr. Shulman reported on the conversation which Dr. Wise, ! r. Greenber~ and 
he had hf'd with President Truman on Fridey, April 20th. They had expected to 
spend a half or three-quarters of an hour ,1th him, but in vie r of the fact that 
Mr. Stet ti.nus, r, r. Gre •· and ,!r. Harriman, the ni ted St, tes Ambassad.or to Russia, 
r1ere waiting to see him on the Polish questi on, Dr. •Tise himself terminated the 
interview after fifteen minutes. 

Mr. Truman had on his desk the letter sent by Sena.tor Wagner to Mr. 
Roosevelt immediately prior to his derJB.rture for Yi,lte., and the two stat ements 
made by Mr. Roosevelt. He said h e elcomed the opportunit~ to discuss the matter 
, i th the delegation, because he was sympathetic to the Zicni st cause. 

The delegation recalled to Hr. Truman his participation in the drafting of 
the Palestine plank at the Democratic Partr Convention. He had also been one of 
the Senators who had signed the Declaration of Policy in 1942, all of which he 
remembered. The delegation discussed with him briefly the position of European 
Jewry. He said he was interested in the Zionist problem and wished to hear more, 
but his prime interest in receiving a delegation at thie time was to give ua 
assurances that he would follow the policies laid down by the late President 
Roosevelt on the Palestinue issue. The delegation was authorized to ea that 
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he was carrying out Mr. Roosevelt's policies; that we knew what President 

Roosevelt's policy regarding Palestine had been; and that the la.te Preaid-ent 1s 

recent etatements on Zionism were before him and he indicated to them in clear 

and unmistable terms that he is supporting that program. Dr. Wise, in the 

presence of the President, wrote down what the delegation was authorized to say. 

Dr., Wise reported that he had taken the occasion of meeting Lr. Stettini -.is, 

,thile they were both waiting to see the President, to refer to his letter of 

March 29th to which Mr. Stettinius had not yet replied. In that letter Dr. Wise 

informed the Secretary of State of President Roosevelt's agreement with his 

sugeestion that the Jewish peonle should have an opportunity to present their 

case at San Fra_ ... cisco through Dr. '1eizmann and Mr. Ben-Gurion and. of the President'& 

suggestion that he discuss the matter with l!r . Stettinius. It appeared tha 

Dr. Wise's letter had not yet been brought to Mr. Stettinius' attention and he 

asked Dr. Wise to send him a further copy when he undertook to let him have an 

answer ui thout fail. 

SAN FRANC ISOO O ONnRENCE 

~r. Shulman reported on other conversations in Washington including one 

with a Government official who 1s dealing with man ates a.~d the international 

trusteeship plan. (Report on file). 

There was a discussion on possible procedures in connection with the 

presentation of our position in San Francisco including the questi on of obtaining 

stntus for the Jewish Agency as an observer in the appropriate committee. 

• It was the consensus that thiti matter \' ould have to be taken up in San 

• 

Francisco itself. 

After a discussion of the nature of our representation at San Francisco, 

it was agreed that a sub-committee be appointed to arrange systematically for a 

number of our representatives to be there all the time. In working out a system 

of rotation it should be borne in mind that there is important ~ork to be done 

in New York as well. 

MASS t.mETI G I...,. NEW YORK APRIL 29 

It was reported that all detailed arrangements for the mass meeting ha.ve 

been concluded. About 300,000 tickets and 125,000 leaflets have been distributed 

throughout !e, York. The Stadium can hold about 15,000 to 16, 000 and arrangerrien s 

have been mude for an overflo ,, meeting in the Jasper Oval. A number of com:neri cc. l 

houses have offered us free time on the radio. Several of the org izations h Av 

set up offices in connection with this meeting. Teachers' o~ganizations, yo th 

groups, the Labor Zionist movement and the various labor groups, unions, etc., 

all are working on getting a crowd out at the meeting. The I.~.o. gro·ps are aleo 

participating and h ve organized a committee. The .American J 0wish Co"lfer nee is 

cooperating to the fullest extent. The Christian Council on P~le~tine has sent 

out letters to ministers. Placards, streamers, etc. have been put up in the 

gannent district, and a sound truck also will advertise the me eting in that 

district. 2,000 youth have been organized to □arch into.the meeting • 

With regard to the program, it was felt that in order to be effective the 

program should be limited to an hour and forty minutes. The meeting will begin 

at 2:30. Dr. Wise ,111 preside . There ~ill be a me . orial service for the Jews 

who have been killed n Europe, led by a group of rabbio. The Meyor, Senator 

Wagner, Dr. Silver and Mr. Lipsky ,111 speak. 
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Mr. Segal believed that it was important that there be an adaress in :idd.ish 
at the meeting. It was recommendecl that r. Greenberg be the Yiddish spea.-:er. 

It was also suggested that there be a woman speaker, and that Orthodox 
Je~ry be represented among the speakers. 

After further discussion it was decided that the question of further 
speakers be taken up with the American Jewi~h Conference, 1~icr. was sponsoring 
the meeting together with the Emergency Oou_~cil. 

MASS -1EETL GS IN OTHER COI -:UNIT!ES 

In addition to the meetings reported previously, further meetings h~ve been 
planned throughout the country. A report of seven additional meetings was received 
that day. 

ACTIVITIES OF CHRISTI.AN ORGANIZATIONS. 

Professor Handler reported that the two Christian organizations 1ere getting 
themselves reorganized. A good deal of the energy of the directors of these 
organizations had gone into speaking tours, but for the next three to six months 
they will work \rith their organizations here in ew York and will try to get 
functioning committees organized throughout the Uni tea. States. The t, o Christian 
organizations were embarking on an ambitious program in cooperation 1ith the 
Emergency Council. We could look forward to effective cooperation from them in 
immediate future . 

It had been planned to proclaim a Sunday· in the near future as "Palestine 
Sund~". It was then decided to call it "Memorial Sunda_y11 • All the Christian 
Churches in the United States will be asked to devote their sermons to the 
position of the Je,1s in Europe and. to the subject of Palestine. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 P. 1 . 

A. L . 
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CONFIDENTIAL No. 49 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERG:ENCY COIDiCIL 

"INUTES OF MEETrnG OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 30, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist nnergency 
C uncil was held Monday, April 3th, at 3:3( P.M., at 342 adison Avenue, New 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Wa-s. Judith Epstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, 
Rabbi ax Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, Herman Shulman, Louis Segal, 
Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; Dr. :Benjamin ,Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. :B. Berkson, 
Arnold K. Isreeli, eyer w. Weiagal. 

Gershon Agr~nsky, Eliyahu Epstein, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

MASS MEETING IN l~,v YORK 

It was reported that the meeting at the Lewisohn Stadium held April 29th 
had exceeded all expectations as far as attendance was concerned. According to the 
police estimates, 6~,00 persons filled the Stadium itself, the Jasper Oval outside 
the Stadium, where loud speakers brought the program to those standing there, and 
the adjoining streets. All that day reports had been coming in from various 
sections of the Jewish community of Ne" York, commenting enthusiastically on the 
meeting. 

Mr. Segal wished to have recorded his dissatisfaction that a Yiddish 
speaker·ha.d not been included in the program of the meeting. 

SAN FRA.UCISCO COHFERENGE 

Dr. Wise read a letter which Mr. Stettinius had written on his return to 
the State Department after his enc unter with Dr. Wise, without waiting for the 
receipt of Dr. Wise's further communication. (See· inutes of Executive Committee 
of .April 23rd~) In this comrunicaticn ··r. Stettinius stated that since the San 
Francisco Conference ,,_:as not designed to be a peace conference in any sense of the 
word and questions concerning the future disposition of any specific territories 
are not within the province of the Conference, it would not be appropriate for the 
Palestine question to be raised at San Francisco. 

It was agreed that no reply should be made to ·~1r. Stettinius I letter but 
that an effort should be made to see him in San Francisco and if it should be de
cided there that it is advisable to press for a hearing, to do so. 

An inquiry came from San Francisco with regard to expenditures for 
speoifie action to be taken on the Zionist issue in San Francisco. It was the con
sensus that it was not possible from this distance to decide on the various steps 
to be taken in San Francisco. m:en our representatives arrive there it should be 
left to them to decide as to ~hether it is advisable to hold a mass meeting, place 
advertisements in the papers, or take other action. 
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It was reported that Dr. Wise, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Shulman, Mrs. Halprin 
and Dr. Goldmann would be leaving the following day for San Francisco .. 

MESSAGE FROM DR. WEIZMANN 

Dr. Wise also read the message sent to him by Dr. rreizmann re. the 
latter's eommunications with Gen. Smuts. 

SENATOR i7AGNER 1 S ADDRESS AT LEWI SOHN STADIUM 

Prof. Handler made a number of proposals with regard to follov.· ... up of 
Senator Wagner's address. Prof. Handler TTas requested to follow through on these 
suggestions. which were heartily approved by the Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:0[ P.M. 

A.L . 
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C01~IDENTIAL ... ro. 50 

AMERICAN ZIONIST E 'ERGE1'!'CY COUJCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETI JG OF EXECUTIVE CO" ·UTT~ 

May 14, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergcn~ 
Co1ncil ·:as held ~ondey, l\i.ay 14th, at 3:00 P.M. at 342 1.~adison Avenue, '\Tew York 
City. 

PRESErTT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judi th Epstein, Leon 
Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Lo··s 
E. Levintclll, l'-rs . Etta Rosensohn. 

Samuel Cherr, Hrs. Tamar Pool, Louis P. Rocker, Captain Abrah'"' 1lin. 

Dr. :Benjamin -~kzin, Jacob ~i:. ADcot-r, Dr. I. :s. :Berkson, Gerold Frank, 
Arnold X. Isreeli. 

Saul Spiro. 

CONFEP..E CE I LONDO 

It was reported that cables hae. been received by ~i!r. Kaplan :rom the Jewish 
00ency in Lor.don infonnlng him th .t t:iey had r Gcomrnended to Jer salcm that, in 

view of the end of the war in E 1ro:pe ,a conference be held. in 10116.0_1 at the end 
of June (or, if genercl. elections ~re held in England. at that tir:e immediately 
after the elections), to be attended by

0
f~i~l to sixty people , one-third to be 

mernbe=s of the Acticns Committee and the(Z!onist leader. in the v .r:ouG countries . 
Mr. Ke.plan was asked to consult the American Zionists and thon send them his 
reaction to this proposal. 

After some discussion, it was decided>that the Executive sho1:ld approve 
holding such a conference and after cons1.u tat:!on ,11th the members of th£ Executi.ve 
in San Francisco, a cable sho,1ld be sent to London infor!!lin tl1e J .Tish Agen(;;fJ 
that ,e are prepared to send a dele0 ation. 

The Hadassa.h representatives submitted the rccommendLtion of their Board 
that a co ission be sent to London as soon as possible to confer vii th r. 
Weizmann and Mr . Ben-Gurion. Even if there should be a conference in Jt:ly, 
the Hadassah representatives felt it necessary to dispatch such a comru~~sion 
to ascertain what is transpiring the=e. 

It was pointed out that Rabbi Fishman is expected in :ie York within 
a week and a suggestion t· a.s made and approved that t·e await Rt..bbi Fishman 1s 
arrival, when information on what is happening in Londo._ could. br o t • ned, 
before taking any decision with regard to sending a comrission to London. 

SAM FRANCISCO CONFERE1TCE 

Dr. Goldstein. who had left San :rrancisco the first ,reek in May, re:rorted on 
what had transpired during his stey there. 
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One significant thing was the role played by the consul ta-rits. It ·ms 
Dr. Goldstein's impression that the purpose in having the consultants ther e ·n1.s 
tha t they should act a,s liaison between the Confer0ncc and the .Am cric -m publ i c. 
It wa s ap:ra.rently anticipated that there might be a let down feclin on tho ~rt 
of the Al:lerican public with regard to the achievements of the Con:ference ar..d it 
was e:,cpected that these consultants would explai.n matte:-s to the Ameri can p eopl e . 
But , hen the consultants found themselves together they realized th _t t }:i e:,r r "'pr <.r 
sented a considerable cross section of American life.which co~ld b e used a s an 
i~port ant lever. In their freqient meetings with the members of t h e AMerican 
delegation they pressed for the inclusion of something more than a mere declaration 
of human ri~ts. The net result was the decision of Mr. Stettini~s &nd other 
members of the American del egation to ~dept the proposal that the s .J.gge s t ea. amend
ment on human rights be amplified and ·written i:1to th0 charter and beycnd that 
that there b o established a comrr.ission on humar. rights. 

Our job was to impact our point of vi m•r \• i th regard to internE..ti onal 
trusteeships upon the individual members of the American feleeation. That , as 
done with a good deal of insistence. Dr~ Goldstein felt that the ~T-ergen~J Council 
had not [:.dequately envisaged the opportunities t hat San Fr..,,ncisco offe::ec.. . It 
took about a week to get o-..ir bear ngs. We , ere a bit slow in getting started. 
Almost a s i mportant as the agenda itself, , hich at best limits our bus i r.ess at 
San Fra.ncisco, were the p 1blic relations possibilities, in view of the nany 
important statesmen, journalists, etc. gathered together in one pla ce. It ou43)1t 
to be said on the other hand that by t1.e time Dr. GoldsA~tn l~ft things look 
brighter. Most of the office:cs of the Emergency Co 1.,.-...ciI] t._~c1 also G·e r sh on A~r o .. s:7 
and additional people from the American Je,dsh Conference, a.nd two office" , unde r 
Mr. Kenan for the Conference and ~r. Lourie for the Zionist bodies trn re opera i!l 
in close conjunction. Our set-up began to look like a ma chine . 

It was ,,ith chagrin tha t we watched t h e success of the Ara,b eel g; ti on 
socially, eapecially when we bear in mind that they , ·ere spon3orcd by the oi:!. 
:people. Standard Oil gave them their public relati ons men. 

On the question of internati onal trusteeship we realized. there we..s a d&nger 
confronting us because t h e nations concerned were all thinking of t:ieir o,.,n 
interests and not about us. The .Ar:erican delegation was thinking of the Japanese 
Mandates and of a formula ·.-:hich i ght fit ever.; thing but our y., robler.: . It was 
necessary to remind the american nelegation aq ~ell as leading mer ryers of the 
other delegations, of the special categor.r of the Palestine I1"anda te. Con1::1ander 
Stassen was on the \'hole und.ers~anding and sympathetic. 

Dr. Goldstein reported on conversati ons wh ica ha.a. t ake place bet een Je ·:ish 
representatives and John Fost e r Dulles, ,-:h o acteo. as adYi sor to the American 
delegation and who speaks for a consider~ble segmentof the del ega ion, ~nd also 
wtth Senator Vandenberg. giving details on the A e rican a titude to t h e trusteeship 
question • 

.Among others seen were i1Ir. Fraser, Prime • inister of lie r Zealand , vho ae 
later appointed chairman of the Trustees.ip Committee and whom tney found extre~ely 
helpful. He remembered the visit of Dr. Traub to ew Zealand and also that of 
rs. Silvennan. He had been impressed by reportc brought b£.ck by _-e Zea.lc..nd 

soldiers who had been in Palestine. 

Of the Chinese members of this commission ,,,ho were seen, one Mi is~er Loo 
had delivered an address at a meeting of the American PaJ.est ine Com .. ,i tt ee j ~ 
Washington some years ago, which he recr-J.led. He understands the pro lem and was 
ready to be helpful. 
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Dr. Goldstein talked also to Jan Masaryk, who as alweys was interested and 
ready to help. He took up with him the question of exit permits and transit visas 

• from the Balkans and Mr. Masaryk said he would take up the ma.tter with Lr. i.-!oloto:tt. 

• 

• 

With regard to General Smuts, Dr. Goldstein reported that our representa
tives in San Francisco had not yet succeeded in seeing him. General Smuts had said 
to a correspondent that everybody knows his views on Palestine and it· w~s not 
necessary therefore for him to state them again. 

R.:.~bbi Gold said he had nothing to add to the statement made by _r. Goldstein. 
But there was one auditional observation which he wished to make which he felt 
was very im~portant. He believed that we have to learn sor.1ething from the o.rr~ ngf'
ments made for San Francisco. The first week he was there he was 11-11.d.er terrible 
tension. He felt tha~7were commiting criminal negligence. A corresioncent s~id 
to him: "Sometimes your people travel thousands of miles to see one Prime Minist0r 
Bnd here are all the important statesmen of the world in one place. It is neces
sary to have the cooperation of all these statesmen in the future. Where are your 
people?" And then crone wires from New York (from the Jewish Agency) that in 
connection with all matters connected with Palestine those a1read.y in San Francisco 
were to keep hands off. We saw that there was an OP,Ortu.'l"li ty to do soncthinP- in 
San Francisco and the opportunity \•.'as being neglected. Rabbi Gold felt that it 
was a terrible mistake. He kept after M~. Kenen and Mr. Silverman to wire Dr. Wise 
and Dr. Golclroa.nn to come immediatel;r. Our people sho 1la. ha"J'e been here before 
the opening of the Conference. 

In the discussion which follo,· f'd tho opinicn was expressed that it was a 
debatable question whether we should have had more people in San Francisco, and 
it ~as stated that reports from Sar.. F~ancisco indicated that the matter of the 
trusteeship proposal was being well taken care of. 

It was agreed that we ascertain from our representatives at present in 
San Francisco when they are returning and arrange for others to r eplace them if 
they cannot rem&in there until the end of the Conference. 

Captain Tulin pointed out that in the amendments subnitted by our people in 
San Francisco to the .American delegation's proposals re international trusteeship, 
a number of important thinga were omitted. 

Captain Tulin was urged to wire his suggestions to San Francisco. 

Telegram sent by William Green to American Delegates at San Francisco 

A telegram which fiad been sent by r. William Green, President of the 
American Federation of Labor, to Hr. Stettinius, as chairman of the American 
delegation at San Francisco, and Commander Stassen, was read. In this t1essage 
!,r. Green, speaking as a member of the Executive Council of the A~erican Palestine 
Committee and as one concerned with the future of the surviving Jewish eople and 
convinced of their need to reconstitute Palestine as a Jewish Comr.ion'ealth,urged 
that any plan ad.opted for a mandates system or an international trusteeship should 
permit within its framework a solution of the Palestine problem in accordance with 
the intent and purpose of the '.Balfour Declaration and the neec.s of the Je·.,,ish 
people; that no action should be taken inconsistent ,-,1th or prejudicial to the 
special rights of the Jewish people .under the. mandate; and further that the Jewish 
Agency, as the recognized spokesman for the Jewish people, should be accorded the 
right of consultation and representatton in international conferences or com
missions dealing with the future status of Palestine and the rig)lts of the Jewish 
people. 
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DR. GOLDSTEIN'S VISIT TO KANS.AS CITY 

Dr. Goldstein further reported that on his i•rey back to ! er York fro. San 

Francisco, he had spent a de,¥ in Kansas City ,ihere he had seen a number of close 

associates of the President. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 P.?. 

A. L • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MTh1JTES OF MEETING HELD MAY 30, 1945 

CONFIDE1TTI'IAL NO. 24 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Wednesday, ~ey 
30th, at 8:15 P.M., at 342 Hadison Avenue, New York City. 

l'RESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Samuel Cherr, Pinchas 
Cruso, Daniel Frisch, Moshe Furmansky, Paul L. Gold..TI1an, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mrs. B. J. Goldstein, Hayim Greenberg, ~rs. Rose Halprin, Benjamin Itzkowitz, 
Leib Jaffe, Miss Jeannette Leibel, Dr. Judith Lieberman, Louis Lipsky, Marvin 
Lowenthal, Isaac Naiditch, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, 
Irs. D. Rabinowitz, Miss DTom.Rothbard, Louis Segal, 1irs. RebP-cca Shu..lman, 

Hennan Shulman, Captain Abraham Tulin, Herman ,·Teisman, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan, Reuvan Zaelani; Dr. Benjamin Akzin, 
Jacob ,f. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold X. Iereeli, Hans Lamm, Arthur Lourie, 
Meyer r. Weisgal. 

Dr. s. Bernstein, Mendel Fisher, Gottlieb Hammer, 
Dr. A. Leon Xubowitzki, Rabbi Jesse Schwartz, Dr. A. Tartakower, Joseph Tjornitzky, 
Zorach Warhaftig, Baruch Zuckerman. 

REPORTS OF SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 

Reports were made by Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Shulman and Mr. Lipsky on work at 
the San Francisco Conference from which it appeared that inportant changes had 
been secured, as a result of the efforts of the Zionist and associated delegations 
in regard to the trusteeship proposals submitted by the various powers. In 
particular, a clause safeguarding existing 1rights of any state or peoples", this 
being intended to provide for the case of the Jewish people in respect to Palestine, 
had been included in the "working paper" agreed upon by the Big Powers for sub
mission to the trusteeship committee and later accepted by the committee. Other 
aspects of the trusteeship proposals dealt with by our representatives concerned 
the economic equality clause: the powers who should be cntiled to decide on tho 
trusteeship arrangements in respect of any individual territory; and the authority 
and nature of the Trusteeship Council. 

The reports included a statement on action taken in connection with the 
efforts of the Arab States to obtain recognition for the Arab League as a regional 
security organization, and on the general information and propaganda activities 
undertaken by the Jewish delegations at the Conference. (Reports on file). 

Dr. Goldmann raised the question of immediate action to be initiated in the 
light of the fact that the war in Europe was now over and that a decision on the 
Palestine issue must be expected before long. Following some discussion it was 
decided to call another meeting of the Council within ten dqs, when it was 
anticipated that Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Lipslcy', who were returning to San Franci1co 
that night , would be back in New York. 
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It was further decided to send a wire to Dr. Goldmann in Sa..~ Francisco 
conveying the urgent request of the Fmergency Council that he reanin in San 
Francisco until the end of the Conference. 

REQ,UEST FOR BEPRESENTATIO.:. O'.: EMERGENCY COUNCIL FROM JEWISH STATE P.Ai\TY 

A letter had been received from Mr. Meir Grossman, President of the J ewish 
' State Party stating that as a Zionist Party functioning in the United States the 

State Pary believed they were entitled to membership in the American Zionist 
Emergency Council ancl to proper representation tlierein so that they might make 
their contribution towards the solution of Zionist problems ~nd P3,rticipate in 
Zionist affairs on the .American scene. 

It was unanimously decided to invite the State Party to appoint a repre
sentati ve to :participate in the work of the Emergency Council, ,ri th the status of 
observer without vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 P.M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL ro. 51 

AMERICAN ZIO?iIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MIMUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE C04MITTEE 

•Iay 30 , 1945 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council ~as held Wednesday, 
May 30th, at 4:00 P. f., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
rs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lip::::ky , :frs. Etta Rosensohn, J1 " c.:, e 

Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, 1:rs. Rebecca Shulman, David ·lertheim, 
Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; Dr. Benjamin Akzin, J acob M. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, 
Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Samuel crherr, Prof. Milton Handler, Capta in Abraham Tulin. 

Rabbi Jacob Fishman, Eliezor Kaplan, Er:ianuel Neumann, Judge Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt. 

R.i\EBI FISHMAN' S ADDRESS 

Rabbi Jehuda Leib Fishman, who had arrived from London a few d.8ys ago, 
addressed the meeting on the political scene in Jerusalem and London. (Report on 
file). 

S.AlT FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 

The Chainnan referred to the o.isturbing news from San Francisco that had 
appeared in the New York Times that morning that the Russian delegati on was 
suggesting the elimination of Paragraph 5 from the trusteeship plan whiG't". had been 
tentatively adopted by the trusteeship committee. 

Dr. Goldmann, who had returned from San Francisco that week, r eported on 
the s1 tuation with regard to the trusteeship proposals during the la:t few days 
he was in San Francisco and after he had left, and on the steps ta.ken that day 
in connection with the new Russian proposal. 

Our representatives had had assurances from 'tr. Fraser, chairman of the 
trusteeship committee,and others dealing with the trusteeship plan, that our 
interest in Paragraph 5 was fully recognized and th :~ t there was every reason to 
hope that the Paragraph would remain substantially unchanged. 

Then came two developments: 

1) The Iraqi delegation, under a technical ruling, still had a right to 
make an amendment. They now sought to have inserted in the trusteeship proposals 
a reference to Paragraph 22 of Article IV of the League of ffations Convenant, 
whtch dealt with territories conceded by Turkey after the last war. When our 
representatives in San Francisco learned about this, which was before the matter 
had been submitted to the trusteeship committee, telegrams were sent to repre-
sentatives of the Eig 1our and to Mr. Fraser indicating that the inclusion of 
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such a reference was impossible because of, among other reasons, the ruling laid 
down by the Conference that no specific territories could be mentioned, ,-:hereas 
Article IV refers to specific territories. 

We have been informed by our people still in San Francisco th~t there is~~ 
possibility of this motion being adopted, and that morning, in a telephone 
conversation which Dr. Goldmann had with Mr. Fraser, the latter sta.ted that as 
chainnan of the trusteeship committee he would rule such a motion 01t of orter. 
Dr. Goldmann felt certain that there was nothing to fear in connection with t his 
Iraqi attempt. 

2) More serious was the Russian proposal reported that morning, which 
came as a surprise, because it represented a reversal of their previous pasition, 
since in the meeting of the Big Five, when our aa.feguarding clau~e was proposed, 
the Russians supported it and they a.lso supported it in the tructeespip coIIlI!li ttee. 
They had a::;ked \·rhat this clause would mean, and when they were informed that it 
would safeguard Je-.rlsh rights in Palestine they indicated their approval. 

Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Lipsky were returning to San Francisco that night, and 
other action had already been taken in San Francisco. 

The Russian stand apparently had come on instructions from Mcscow, but they 
had stated that it in no wey reflected any hositility to the Zionist position. 
They were opposed to Paragraph Five as it now stands because they feared that this 
Paragraph might imply freezing of the position of territories at present under 
mandate and would not further independence for mandeted territories. Sin~e this 
fear , as based on a misunderstanding it was hoped in San Francisco that the Russians 
would not press for the elimination of Paragraph Five. But if they should it was 
believed that their proposal would be opposed in the trusteP✓ ship comnit t ee, par
ticularly by the American representatives on that committee. 

Telegrams had been sent that morning to the heads of delegations of the big 
powers and other delegations with whom the Jewish Agency representatives had been 
in contact in San Francisco; and in addition Mr. Shulman and other American Jewish 
Conference consultants had wired to members of the American dele~~ti0n. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 P. -1 • 
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CONFIDEl~I.AL NO. 55 

A?~ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 12, 1945 at 12 noon 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Errtergency 
Council was held Thursday, July 12th, at 342 Madison Avenue, lTe,-, York City. 

FRESEl~ 

Dr. Stephen s. 11ise (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judi th Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, 
Mrs. Etta Bosensohn, Judge Morri.s Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, David Uertheim. 

David l3en-Gur1on, Dr. llahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan. 

Samuel Cherr, Prof, Hilton Handler, Hrs. Tame.r Pool, Judge Bernard A. 
Rosenble,tt, Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. Benjamin l.1czin, Jacob M. Alko,,, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Meyer u. Weisgal, Reuven Zaalani. 

• GOVERNORS' PETITION 

i-ir. Gerold Frank reported on the visit which Mr. Getzoff and he had made to 
Hackinac Island ~n order to release from there the story on the petition to the 
President signed by 37 Governors. {Two additional Governors signed after the 
petition was submitted). 

A vote of thanks was moved to Ur. Frank and itr. Getzoff for their excellent 
work in publicizing this activity. 

CABLE FBOlI DR. GOLDSTEIN 

A cable received from Dr. Goldstein from London wa1 read. Dr. Goldstein 
indicated th~.t there were more Palestinians coming to London than origine.lly 
planned and he suggested that the partieJJ and the members of the Jeui d11 Agency 
in the United States join in demanding that a larger number of Americans attend 
the Conference, or, if that were not possible, that assurances be obtained that 
there would be no deciaiona taken w1 thout adequate representation of "'~erican 
Zionists. Dr. Goldstein cautioned, however, that there was a serious problem of 
securing accommodation in London, as well as a possibility of considerable delq 
in returning to thi a country from England. 

Hr. :Se~Gurion indicated that there would be no action taken in London 
unless ratified by the Actions Committee. 

• TRUSTDSHIP SECTION OF UNITED NATIONS CHARTER 

It was re-norted that atter the adoption of the Charter, in order to em}ila
aize that the 1afeguard1ng clau1e included in the chapter on Trusteeship was 
intended to 1af'eguard apecit1call.y the rights of the Jewish people, a. request for 
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a statement to that effect was addressed by Dr. Goldmann to the Chairman of the 
Committee on Tn1steeahipe. In reply a letter not for publication, but cont~ining 
certain assurances, had been received. 

MISHMAR :BULLETIN BE SAM FRANCISCO 

Reference was made to the statement on San Francisco which had appeared in 
the Mishmar :Bulletin and strong criticism was expressed of what was described as a 
falsification of the facts. 

It was agreed that the matter should be brought up at the meeting of the 
Council that evening. 

GERl'1AN S ET'l'LEl-IEllTS IN PALESTINE 

Reference was made to the cable in regard to German settle~ents in Palestine 
sent by Mr. Shertok to the Jewish Agency Office in London on June 9th. 

It was reported that there had arrived that day from Jerusalem copy of a 
memorandum on the subject submitted by Mr. Shertok to the Ohlef Secreta;- of the 
Palestine Administration. (Previously circulated to Committee). 

lt was agreed that wide publicity· should be given to this matter, and it was 
further suggested that representation be made to the State Department. 

REORGANIZATION 

The Chairman read a letter which he had received from Hr. Greenberg. 
(Attached). 

A telephone message received from Dr. Silver was also reported. Dr. Silver 
suggested that since he had been invited to attend this meeting of the Executive 
Committee only that morning and since he learned that the llizrachi representatives 
would not be present, a meeting of representatives of the parties together with 
Dr. Wise and himself be held a£ter the conclusion of the Executive Commi t~ee meeting. 

After discussion it was agreed to adjourn the Executive Committee meeting in 
order to hold a meeting of the Peace Committee with the representatives of the 
groups and Dr. llise and Dr. Silver. 

The meeting adjourned at 2t00 P.n. 

A, L • 
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July 12. 1945 

Dr .. Ste:phen s . . :ise 
Chairman, American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Wise: 

I had to leave town for a few , dqs to take care of an important 
private affair. but I must confess that this is not the only or the 
main reaeon for my absence from today 1a meetings. 

After I submitted my resignation on June 19thi I agreed to remain 
in office for another two weeks. My resignation. therefore. came into 
effect last Wednesdey. The other dq I announced to the Greater Central 
Committee of Poale Zion my withdrawal from the Council as a whole. As 
one \-rho does not belong any longer to the bod¥ of the F.mergency Council. 
and being determined as I am not to accept any office in the future, 
regardless of the nature of the contemplated or planned reorganization 
and also in the highly improbable case that no reorganization takes 
place, I have no right to offer advice on organizational matters. 

I wish you success in your deliberations and efforts to create 
conditions for harmonious Zionist ~-,ork in this country. I assure you 
that I shall never fail to respond and cooperate whenever the Council, 
regardless of its set-up, will choose to give mo concrete ad hoc assign
ments. 

Yours sincerely, 

H~im Greenberg 
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CODIDDTAIL BO. 56 

AMERICWl zromsT JJMDGENCY COtmCIL 

MimJ'l'ES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 15, 1945 at 12:15 A.M. 

At the conclusion of the meeting of the Emergency Council held on the evening 
of July 12th,- Dr. Silver called a special meeting of the Executive Committee, in 
order to take up a number of matters on which action was required before the 
American delegation left for London. 

pnsm 

Dr • .lbba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Oruao, Mrs. Judi th Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Bose Halprin, Babbi Max llrehbl'UID, Judge Louie I. 
Levinthal., Louis Lipsky, J'inanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Bothenberg, Louis Segal, 
Herman Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise • 

.APPOIW'l'MD'! OF EIEOUJ?IVE STAFF 

Dr. Silver stated that the appointment of an hecutive Director and other 
staff members must be made at once. He suggested that the Committee approve the 
apPointment of the following four men, who had been in the organization beforer 
Harry L. Shapiro, as Executive Director, Harold P. Manson, Abe Tuvim and Harey 
Steinberg. Vi th regard to the people who had been added to the ataff during the 
la.at six montha 1 t was desired to retain them. A method. of coordinating the work 
of all the sta:f'f would be worked out and submitted to the kecutive Conmittee at 
its next meeting. 

In the dieew1aion wnich followe4 1 M?'e. Halprin oxplained the ?'eaaona llb7 
aha voul4 find it neceaaary to vote againat the appointment of Mr. Shapiro. She 
fllrther pointe4 nt that the ~at which he ha4 held prevtousl.7 in the Council waa 
not that ot Executive Director, that he had never received such an appointment. 
Mr. Wertheim agreed that there had never been. a vote in fa~ of such an appoint
ment but aaid that Mr. Shapiro had in fact acted aa director. 

Dr. Silver stated that Mr. Shapiro and the other three men would be bro\lf:ht 
back to the posts they held previousl.7 in the Council. 

After further diecueaion, a motion wae made and seconded that I{r. Shapiro, 
Mr. Manson, Mr. Tuvim and Mr. Steinberg be re-emploTed by the Council. Thia motion 
was adopted. It was undentood that the membere of the ataff encaged during the 
J1n.st six months would be retained, and that the Chairman of the llxecuti n Conni t tee 
would et~ the functions of all the members of the staff. 

DELECII.TIOB TO LONDON 

Dr. Silver aaid he had been requested to atten4 the Lonclon. Conference aa a 
rep4esentat1ve of the z.o.A. He felt, however, that he ahould go as a delegate 
of the Emergency Council, in wiich ca.ae there woul~ be room for another deaignee 
of the Z.O.A. 
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It was pointed out that the arrangement made was that the officers of the 

Council would go to London together with three representatives of the z.o.A., 
throe of Hadas'"ah, two of Poalo Zion and two of Mizrachi. Since Dr. Silver is now 

chairman of tho Executive Comnittee, ho should go o.s a designeo of the Council. 

The fourth d.esignee on the z.o.A. slate, Ur. Frisch, would take tho place of 

Dr. Silvor as reprosentativo of tho Z,O.A. 

:i:l' l'ERIM COMlIITTEE 

The quo'"tion was raised of provision being made for authority in the absonco 

of the officers. It was agreed thnt a small Interim Committee should be designated 

before the delogation leaves for London. 

The neeting adjourned at 12:45 A.M • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 57 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

1-fINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COM?-fITTEE 

July 20, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held iridey, July 20th, at 2:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York Oit7. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judith Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, Emanuel Neumann, Herman Shulman, t.frs. !lennan Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. i iae. 
David 13en-Gurion; Samuel Cherr, Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. ~njamin Akzin, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Ma.noon, Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro. 
Isaiah L. Xenen, Reuven Z~alani • 

Apology received from J,ouis Segal. 

HADASSAH 1S PLACE ON :BOARD OF OFFICERS 

A letter was read from Hadaesah in which they indicated that they had decided to accept the place of one of the vice-chairmen of the Executive Committee ruther than retain the treasurership of the Council, and Mrs. Halprin was named to serve in that post. Mrs. Halprin will, therefore, be added to the list of vic&-chairmen. 
It was made clear that action on the &PJ)Ointment of a Treasurer would be deferred until the return of the delegation from London. INTERIM COMMITTEE 
Judge Rothenberg w~• named chairman of the Interim Committee, to ser,re in the absence of the delegation to London, a representative of Hadassnh, Paole Zion and Mizrachi to be appointed by the parties to serve with him on this Committee. 
The Mizrachi representatives indicated that Rabbi Kowalsky wou.ld serve as their aPPointee on the Interim Committee. Hadassah and Poale Zion indicated that they would notify the office of their deaigneea. 

D!LEGA1'ION fO LONOON 

In view of the fact that Mr. Shulman was not certain whether he would be ~ble to go to London, and if 10 whether he could arrive in time, Dr. Silver · proposed that the position of Mr. Shulman be left open in case he could go, but • that a substitute beeelecte4 for him in the event that he could not. He strongly urged that Mr. Neumann joln in the delegation to London, with the right to vote in Mr. Shulman'• place pending the latter•• arrival. After discussion a motion was adopted to this effect. 
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MEETING Wim STAFF 

Dr. Silver reported that he had had a two hour meeting with the staff ~that morning. It was a very gratifying meeting in many ways. '!he staff was able to offer some very valuable suggestions for the intensification of our work and for the correction of some of the things done hitherto. From the reports rendered at this meeting, he gained the impression that some vory good things had been done, and in other directions the staff felt the work should be done along other lines. Some departments need reorganizing; some need expansion, some contraction. All the suggestions made by the staff will be incorporated in a comprehensive report when the delegation returns from London. 

Dr. Silver ea.id he had asked Dr. Akzin to look after our work in Washington during the absence of the delegation to London, and until we define our ,..,ork in Washington, which will depend,too, on the negotiations to be conducted 1n London with the Jewish Agency with regard to our work in Washington. 

Dr. Wise suggested that it would be well to have a summary of the plans to bring to London vo that they might be discussed there with the Jewish Agency Executive. In London there will be a collating of plans for London, Washington and Jerusalem. 

It was agreed that this should be done and Mr. Shapiro was instructed to prepare a summary of the plans before the delegation leaves. 

JEWISH AGEWY AND COUNCIL 

Mr. Frisch suggested that the Agency should not proceed to expand the Washington office until conferences have been held in London between the American delegation and the Agency. 

Mr. :Sen-Gurion said he saw no reason for Mr. Fr1sch 1s suggestion. The delegation is leaving for London in a day or two. If there was a need in those two ~s to do anything about the work in Washington, it would be done; but he did not think that need would arise. 

Dr. Silver said ~e want to approach this as a joint problem rathor than in a competitive spirit. 

FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION REPORT ON PALESTINE 

Reference was made to the Report by Mr. Grant s. I-!cLellan pu.bli shed by the Foreign Policy Association, on "Palestine and .America's Role in the Middle East. n 

It was reported that when it was learned that Mr. McLellan was preparing this report, Mrs. Pool and Captain Tulin arranged a meeting with him and had a long talk with him. Subsequently Dr. :Berkson also met with t r. McLellan and gave him a memorandum and an outline of the Zionist position in Palestine. When the Report was finally rea~, Mr. McLellan submitted it to Dr. :Berkson for comment. 

Dr. :Sorkson indicated that Mr. McLellan had reacted favorably to many of his suggestions and that the Report as published was much improved as compared with the original, and contains a far better ond more bola.need statement of tho Zionist p,eition than in the original draft. It had eliminated ma.tcy" negative stato~ents; the American Council for Judaism had been reduced to one sentence. On the Arab side, Mr. McLellan did not need much informing. There ia a good statement at the back of the Report on organizations in America interostod in Palostine• On the 
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question of American policy in the Middle East, however, Dr. Berkson had not been 
able to dissuade Mr. McLellah from following the line he did. despite a very long 
discussion. Mr. McLellan had adopted what was regarded by a certain section in the 
State Department as a "realistic" line with regard to foreign policy. Ho stresses 
oil, Russia's interest in the Middle East, etc. Whatever positive sugges tions ho 
makes in hie report are very vague. 

A discussion followed on a reply to be made to Mr. McLellan' s Report. It 
was pointed out that the Report gives us an excellant starting point t o show the 
fallacy of the point of view indicated by the 1.P.A. with regard to America• s role 
in the Middle East, and that our reply should point out that {r. ,cLollan 1 s analysis 
is not complete, and that he has not take into consideration those inter es ts of the 
Unites States which run parallel with Zionists• interests. 

Since Mr. Lourie had been invited by Mr. McLellan to comment on the Report 
it was agreed that advantage should be taken of this invitation and that tho Com
mittee on Contacts with Po~twar Planning Groups, together with {r. Lourie and 
Dr. Berkson and Dr. Akzin prepare a comment on the Report. 

In addition, it was felt that since there was little hope that any comment 
made by the Council on the Report would be published by the New York T~mes , or 
els8\'1here, it would be desirable to have a group of people such as Prof. Friedrich, 
Prof. Hanna, etc.,iesue a statement on American policy in the Midclle ~ast , in reply 
to F.P.A., which might be published. 

It was further suggested that rather than have a statement is sued by a 
group of people, it would be preferable to have an outstanding individual, identi~ 
fied with international law, such as Sumner Welles, for example, wirto an a rticle 
on the subject for publicetion in a magazine with a wide circu1ation. 

It was agreed that both these suggestions be referred to the Commi t t ee 
headed by Mrs. Pool and Captain Tu.l to be further explored. 

SIGNATORIES FOR CHECKS 

In view of the fact that some of those now signing checks on behalf of the 
Council are going to London, it was decided to designate the following t o he 
authorised to sign checks in their absence: Mr. Cruso, Mr. Rocker and 
llabbi Xowalsk7. 

The meeting adjo,irned at 4115 P .M 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 58 

AMERICAN ZIONIST E>iEROENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES· OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE OOMMITTEE 

August 27, 1945. 

A meeting or the Executive Committee or the American Zionist !Dergency 
Council was held Monday, August 27th, at 3130 o1olock, at 342 Madison Avenue, 

New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 

Daniel Frisch, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Judge 

Lo~=-1 s E. Levj_nthal, Emanuel lie11D1arm, Louis Segal. 

Dr , Benjamin .Akzin, Dr~ I.B.Berkson, Gerold Frank, Amold K. Isreeli, 

Arthur r~:)uri~, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim . 

. 
EJlahu Epstein, Rabbi Leon Feuer, Isaiah L.Kenen, Mrs. Denise Tourover. 

MI JTEC 

The Minutes of the Executive Committee meetings held July 12th, 15th and 

20th wore approved. 

ESCO F0UNDATI011 

A letter from Mrs. Frank Cohen or the Esco Foundation ror Palestine was 

read, in which the request was made that the Emergency Council transfer to t~e 
Zionist ~ibrary and Archi,r.es the Esco Founiation Palestine Collection which i1ad 
been turned over to the Council as a loan. Mrs. Cohen further requested that 
the 001..mc!.l send a copy or the manuscript prepared by Dr. Berkson to the 
Foundation by registered mail. They had already received the master copy of the 
Study, but in order to establish their ownership or the document it was necessary 

that they :beceive a copy in this manner. As soon as they arrange for copyright 
they ~ul.d return the copy to the Council to be continued as a loan. 

Dr. Berkson indicated that the matter of the Esco material was a complicated 

one, from the point of view of the miiergency Council and the author or the Study. 

Dr.Berkson had been engaged for three years in preparing this manuscript, which 

is a comprehensive report on Palestine, largely ttom the political point or view, 

and which, when published, will comprise three volumes. In addition to Dr. 
Berkson, fifteen people have worked on it. There had been an original grnnt or 

e3o,ooo from the Esco Foundation, and the Dlergency Council has put a further 
large sum into the preparation or this report. 

It was decided that in view or the r81lir1cationa involved and in the desire 
to expedite the matter to the eatiaraction or all, a committee or three be 
appointed to stud1 the question or the disposition of the Esco Foundation 
material. 
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POLITICAL RFlJORT 
fres, Tryman•s statemant Pn Palestine 
Reports were given on efforts made by Dr. Akzin, Mr. Epstein and Mr • 

Lourie to obtain further information in Washington concerning the statenent on 
Palestine made by President Truman at his press conference on ~ugust 16th. 
Among those seen had b~en Mr. Ben Cohen, Rep. Sebath, who had had a con·,er
sation with the President (see Minutes of meeting of Council Aug. 28,1945) ::1nd 
the Oriental Advisor to the American Embassy in London. 

Dr. Akzin and Ellahu Epstein had also met with Mr. Loy Henderson, head of 
the Near Eest Division of the State Department. (Report on file). 

Judge Levinthal reported on Eerl Harrison's investigation of the situation 
of the Jews in Europe and his report to President Truman; there "'as renson to 
believe that the report was entirely sympathetic. 

Statement of ArRb League Secretary re Pres. Rposev~lt's meeting ~-1th Ibn Saud 

A report was given on action taken to contradict this statement in the 
press. Attention was drawn to the fact thnt in the earlier of the t'IJ() reports 
which appeared in the New York Times it was specifically stated that there ~~s 
no confirmation from members of the party who had accompanied tha President 
home from Yalta. 

In the discussion which followed, ·Free. TJ1m8.ll1e statement was analyzed 
by va.rious members of the Executive. It was the consensus that the efforts 
of the Council should be concentrated on disabusing the President's mind of the 
idea that large numbers of troops will be required to keep peace in Palestine if 
a decision is made favorable to the Jews. 

A motion was adopted that the Council's r oection to President Truman's 
statement should be to donate that pert of the statel!lent which tallte bout the 
need for 500,000 troops, and that efforts be made imoodiately to arrange for 
meetings with the Secretary of State and the President. 

There was some discussion also on the attitude of th0 Sta~ Dcpnrtment to 
Zionism and the need to expose its e.nti-Zioni13t line. (See analysis by Dr.Berkson 
m Minutes of Council meHting of August 28th) • 

Mr. Epstein referred to the visit of Dr. Bayard Dodge to this count!"'YJ he 
was one of the greatest assets to the State Department in pushirlg the Pan-Arab 
policy. Dodge came here to collect money to open o second qericnn University 
in the Near East (in De,nnscus, Syria). Th~ Syrians want such a University for 
two reasons t They want a substitute for the French. Thc, prefer the Americans 
to the British as such a substitute. 

It was decided that a committee of the staff be appointed to give careful 
thought to the steps to be taken to expose the anti-Zionist line of the State 
Department and to draw up a plan of action. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY ORDER SONS OF ITALY 

Judge Levinthal referred to nn excellent Resolution on Palestine which 
had been adopted by the Order Sons of Italy, an orgnnization OGIIDprising some 
460,000 members. Mr. Alessandro, who was helpful in having this Resolution 
adopted, is a member of the American PaJ.e~e Cocmittee. 
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DELEGATION TO PALESTINE 

The suggestion wns cede that a delegation of Representatives and Senators 
be invited to visit Palestine. 

A number of reasons were put forth why it was not desirable to carry out 
this proposal. We are now pressed for time. We want a decision q 1ckly. 
As to the idea that an official body be sent out, we ourselves ought not to 
suggest a new proceduro which will involve delay. There ~ill be an excuse for 
doing nothing until the commission returns. Furthermore, whether the report 
brought back by such a commission will be what we want is questionable, for 
the usual procedure of investigating commissions is to suggest a compromise. 

It was decided that the question of a delegat1~n to Palestine should be 
brought up at a subsequent meeting. 

PROF. HOCKING' S LETTER TO HERALD TRIBUNE 

Reference was made to the letter sent to the Editor of the New York 
Hernld Tribune by Prof. Hocking, which had appeared on August 26th. 

It was agre2d that an answer must be made to this l etter, and the office 
was requested to prepnre a reply . 

VIS!~ TO PALESTINE BY PROF. FRIEDRICH 

It was recalled that Prof. Friedrich had indicated a desire to visit 
Palestine, since he felt that he would be in a much better position to talk 
and write on the Zionist case if he had a first hand acquaintance with PBlestine • 
It was suggested that now th8t the war is over, it would be a good thing to 
arrange for him to go there. 

A motion was adopted that Prof. Friedrich be invited to visit Pnlestine 
and that a sum of money be appropriated by the Council for that purpose. 

The meeting adjoumed at 5t40 p.m • 
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AMERICAM ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINt1l'ES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September 10, 1945 

CO.1JFIDEUTI.AL NO. 59 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Monday, 
September 10, 1945, at 4:15 P.M., at 342 Uadison Avenue, !il'ew York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judi th Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. i11i. Kowalsky, 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neummn, Louis Segal, Dr. S"tepehn 
s. Wise. 

Prof. Milton Handler, Meyer W. Weisgal; Dr. Benj~in Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow. 
Dr. r. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Hyman Getzoff, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Harold P. Manson, Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim. 

CHRISTIA!J COl'll!'ZREl'lCES 

Mr. Tuvim presented the following report on plans and activities in con
nection with American Christian Palestine Committee conferences to be held during 
1945-46. 

A rather elaborate program of ACPC conferences has been prepared for the 
coming months. The communities are to be asked to pay the local expenses involved 
in theso confercncos, while tho Council will cover such costs as those incurred 
in connection with speakors, printing of literature, etc. With such participation 
by tho communities it will be possible to hold more conferences throughout the 
country. 

New York 

The first big project is a three d~r conference to be held in New York 
October 14-16. The first dtzy will be devoted to activities which will draw 
attention to the conference, e.g. sermons in churches, club activities, radio 
broadcasts, newspaper editorials, etc. Durin.o- the followin t ,o a.~· s seven or 
eight sessions l''ill be held at the Commodore Hotel: 1) for newspaper people, 
2) for radio commentators, 3) a women 1s tea, 4) for educators, 5) an economic 
session, to wiu~h business men, members of Chambers of Commerce, etc. will be 
invited, 6) for ministers, 7) closing dinner. 

It is also planned t'o arrange, with the cooperation of the Board of Educati, :·, 
a aeries of assemblies for teachers of public and high schools. It i hoped to 
have at least threo such assemblies, in each of various regions. 

The New York project is a very ambitious one. It mq require the services 
ot 20 s:peakers. Preliminary work has already boon done 'in connection ,-Ii t t 1is 
conference; in ten dqs the preparations will bo woll under wav. 
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1r. Tuvim said he was receiving excellent cooperation from the entire Z.OftA. 
staff, including the z.o.A. field men. He had met with the Presidents of the 
various z.o • .A. Regions which will be involved in the conference and the field men. 
The Regions are contributing $10,000. toward the cost of the New York conference. 

The most important work to be done is to secure local Christian activity. 
A Christian conmittee is being set up, of ,hich the Vice-,.Chairmen will represent 
the Regions. It is hoped to set up Christian groups in each of the Regions. 

World Christian Conferenco 

This is being supported by the Agency. Until the relations between the 
Co'Wlcil and the Agency with regard to the Washington offices are clarified by the 
Conmittee of eight, technical details such as preparing the lists 'of invitees,etc.are 
being dealt with by the Council staff. A temporary office has been set up at the 
Roosevelt Hotel in Washington. November 1st and 2nd have been reserved at the 
Hotel Statler for the Conference. 

Other Conferences 

It is pla.nm d to hold a second conference in St. Louis. There arc now over 
1500 members in the A.C.P.C. in St. Louis. It is hoped to reach new broup s of 
Christians in that city. 

Detroit will hold a Confarcnce ,· arch 16-17. The President of the Chicago 
z.o.A. Rceion is mald.ng arrangements to hold a Chri s tian Oonferoncc i "l Chicago. 
It is fui•thor planned to organize an ACPC group in Houston, Texas, and to held a 
conference there in the early spring, to which would be brought out standi ng 
Christian speaker~. It is hoped to arrange for conferences, or meet ngs, tc be 
hold in a half do7on of the Southern cities, as ·rol l as in a nunber of the smaller 
communities in :r-ew York State; and Mil,·aukoe, Mi nneapolis, Des Uoines, Kansas City, 
Omaha and Lincoln are also on the schedule. 

It was urged that in drawing up plans for A'.'JPA conf orences, spocinl ac:~~t ion be 
paid to tho citios whore tho Co'tlllcil for Judaism is strong. 

LETTER FBOl U .P .A, 

A letter from the United Palcstino Appeal, dated July 24th, ·ras r ead , in 
which it was stated that tho UPA had docidod to launch, in the next throe or four 
months, a cP..mpaign to be kno m as Ii Open tho Ge.tes of Palestine." Since this 
decision involves a political mat er within t e purvic ., of tho American Zionist 
Emergency Council, tho UPA request ed that the Council ~dvise them of their reaction 
to the plan. 

Since it was not clear jus t whe.t ,.,as involved in this c lD'lpe.i gn , it wae 
deci ded to obtain further informnti on from the UPA bofore takin an:,.- acti on. 

r. Frisch, reporting on behalf of the sub-co .ittec appoint od aft ~r the 
last meeting of tho Council to mako a thorough study of the quosti on of a nationc ·. 
petition, submitted tho committeo=s recommendation thut tho Fmergcnc~ Counc· 1 ar • pt 
a r esolution calling for a mess petition to be undertaken immedie.tol , nnd urgin 
that this rosol1:,:~ion be submitted to the constitu· nt groups of the Council for thoi1 
ratification ,.,i thin t 'IO weoko; n timo limit of ton \'1eeks to bo sot for the im
plomcnt ~tion of tho project, 
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Mr. Segal, who had aleo served on the sub-committee, stated that thie 
recommendation of the committee was unanimous. In deciding in favor of a 
petition, the committee had been encouraged by• the fact t ·hat the American Trades 
Union Committee for Palestine has already enlisted the support of the Trades and 
Labor Council, 'A'lo have undertaken to sponsor the petition in the trade u!tton 
movement. 

A memorandum outlining the project, which had been approved in general by 
the sub-committee, was suboitted to the meeting. The cost of the undertaking, as 
estimated by Mr. Shapiro in this nemorandum, which is only a first draft of the 
plan, would be approximately $59 1 500. 

In the discussion which followed, it wae recalled that the idea of a 
petition was before the Council for consideration seYeral times. Last year it 
was shelved in favor of the Congressional Resolution, which gave us the focal 
point nround which we could build a variety of activities ~. A r,;nse petition, it 
was felt, would do for 1945 what the Resolution did for 1944. If properly 
launched, on a large scale, it would activize our cause end dramatize it, bring
ing it to the attention of every citizen of the United States. It would serve, 
too, to bring pressure on our Government and on the British Government, 

This project would, furtheroore, bring the organized Zionist bodies into 
the picture. Its success wuld depend on them. Other groups would also be 
ce.lled upon to help in obtaining signatures. 

It was urged that the term "petition" be not used, bui> rather some other 
term, such as "oass declaration" or "manifesto". 

In discussing the cost of carrying out this project, it was felt by some 
me□bers of the Committee that t59 1500 was a considerable undere•timation. Mr. 
Shapiro indicated that when the plan is worked out in greater detail, it may be 
found that the cost ,1.11 be as r:.uch as $100,000, of which $25,000 would ba 
covered by items already in the budget and about $75,000 addit·onal would have 
to be provided. 

It was pointed out that the locel corm:1unities would agree to cover the 
local expenses . The rommunities ere eager to undertnke such a project, and the 
~embers of the Hadcssah ch pters and Zionist youth groups throughout the countr:, 
will d~ a gr at deal of the work in obtaining the signatures. 

There was some discussion, also, as to whether the aim should be to have 
the manifesto signed by Jews alone, or by Jews and non-Jews. Th~re would be no 
difficulty in obtaining the signatures of a large number of the Jews of the 
United States, but doubts were expressed as to whether we oould get a cross 
section of the non...J edsh American people to sign. In this connection, the 
example of Long li~and was cited, where 20,000 signatures, 90d of thee non-Jews, 
were obtained last year, at very little cost. 

It was the consensus that limiting the petition to Jews would be unwise. 
There would be political significance in getting large numbers of Christians to 
$ign such a declaration. We should set ourselves an objective of perhaps ten 
to fifteen million signatures, which should not, of oourse, be announced • 

After further discussion, it was decided by a un~.nimoue vote of all present 
that the sub-committee's reoommendation be adopted, that ._,e accept the principle 

. 
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of a mass declaration of the .American people on the Jewish National Home within 
the nearest possible tir.1e, and that this recor.unendation be submitted to the 
constituent organizations. It was understood that the communities would be asked 
to participate in the costs locally. 

A suggestion made that Balfour Dey would be an appropriate time to launch 
the declaration was approved. 

It was understood that the wording of the declar 0 tion would be submit ed to 
the Executive ComL1ittee for its approval. 

LET1fira FRO!" EmST FRANXENSTEI RE MR. HART 

It was reported that a letter had been received from Dr. Frankenstein 
inquiring whether the Council would be interested in inviting to this country a 
Mr. Hart, who had addressed a small g:ithering in London on Great Britain I s military 
interest in Palestino at the time of the London Zionist Conference. The Canadian 
delegates to the Conference who had heard this address were so im~r0sr.ed th~t they 
discussed the possibility of inviting Mr. Hart to Canada. Dr. Frankens~ci _ indi
cated that Mr. Hart had been r.iilitary correspondent for the n .anchestcr Guardian" 
for three years and is considored a military ['Uthority. He woulc1 be prc-p •. red to 
lecture in tho United States if ho were invited, possibly by a non-Jewish military 
or political group, and could leave England at short notice. 

It was felt that it would be vary vru.uablc to have Mr. Hurt lectur0. in this 
country, but before taking any decision it was decided to seek tho advico of the 
Jowish Agency office in London. 

ARTICLE IN "FOm'UNE" :BY DFJ\.N LANDIS 

Attention was drawn to tho article b7 Dean Landis appearinP- in the current 
issue of "Fortune" which carries tho implication that nothing must be done to 
antagonize the 100,000,000 Moslems in the Middle East. 

It was suggested that a repl.7 should be made to this article, and that 
Oscar Guss be consulted. 

MARCH OF TIME FILM ON PALESTUOJ 

Reference was made to the excellent MARCH OF TIHE film on Palestine which 
will be released shortly. 

DR. l3ERXSON 1S MEMORANDUM RE WORK OF COUNCIL . 

At the lnst meeting of the Executive Committee a committee of the staff 
had been appointed to draw up c plan of action to expooe the anti-Zioni~t line of 
the Sta.to Department,. Dr. :Berkson had prepared a report, which· it ·ro.s decided to 
circulate among the members of the Board of Officers, who would meet within the 
next few deys. 

POLITIC.AL REPORT 

It wns reported that in connection with the London Conference of the Foreign 
Secretaries of the l31g Five, there was reason to believe that members of the 
Ar.ierl con delegation would meet with the leaders of the l(orld Zionist Or ,ani zation 
in London. Dr. Goldstein suggested the need for an · rican Zionist to be pr~sent 
in London during this conference, to keep in close contact with tho Ar.lcrican 
delegation. 
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It was also urged that a number of people in Washington be seen, ,, ho will 

pley a po.rt in the British-American economic to.lks now gottin under uo.y. 

With ro&nrd to the appointment ~hich it had beon doclded to seek with the 

president, it was reported that efforts were still being made to o.rrnngo f:' r' ueting. 

D~. Silver suggested that not only must n delegation of the Council aee the Presi

dent, but in addition, the .AJJeriee.n Jewish Conference should decignctc six to seven 

prominent Jews, speaking for cll American Jews, to neet with hie. 

It was further suggested that representatives of the Council should r.eet 

with five or s1x Senators, and get their views on the best wcy too tcl.n Oongree

sionnl sup~ort at this point~ 

Let_tcr fr:>n Jt.c.g2_Ru_f.•l'lf.l§Jl ~ It ,,as reported that an offici"'..l cornnunica·l ion 

from the S00retacy o-r' the :Jo·JI.1.c1l, hnd eon sent to Jud.go Rosem.1E'l1 asking for i~n 

opportu..rd t:r for a deJ cgat::on 01 t!-.LO Gour ctl to :.:ieet wi:th him'.) reply hnd beer. 

rccei ved from 1,;1,;.tlge Roscnr.ian stat:?. 5 th;•,t he ,-m,.:, on t 10 point of l cc.ving for a 

short vucation a.lllt th.et if t!1e :mt ~e r wc:.s one of urgency we should sec :~r. :Scn:arnin 

Cohen. 

MrJ . Roosevol t • s statonent to D1•, W.ise re the l nte President end Ibn-S.".ud 

Dr. ,. ise reported thc..i; '-rs, Roosevelt ,,rs prepared to de - the :.;tatenent 

alleged to hnvo been nacie b~ President ::~ocevcl t to Ibn Sn.t:..d Tho la.to President 

had told her on his return fror Yal tc.~ oxectly \'h t:.t he told Dr. ~'li se . 

• It wns agroed that Dr., Wise should ask -1 r 3. Roosevelt to nakc p·1blic the 

infometion she had on this subjecto 

Tho neoting adjourned at 6~15 F.t. 

-• L • 

• 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 61 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September 24, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday, September 24, at 3:30 P.~., at 342 Madison Avenue, ew 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
1rs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. 1. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar 
Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segru., David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise, 
Rabbi Seymour ~. Zambrowsky. • 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Meyer W • . Weisgal. 

Dr. I, B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
~anson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim. 

Joel Gross, Rabbi Irving Miller, Ben Silverman, Rabbi Samuel Wohl • 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Goldmann reported that he had had several talks with Mr. Shertok on the 
trans-Atlantic telephone, and Dr. Silver had also spoken with Dr. Weizmann, from 
which the following information had been obtained: 

The British Cabinet had appointed a sub-committee (the members of which are 
not known to us) to deal with the Palestine question. The sub-committee had com
pleted its work and made its recommendation (as reported by Reuter September 18). 
It was reported that they proposed that the White Paper be continued, with 1500 

Jewish immigrants permitted to enter Palestine each month, and with some slight 
modif~cations with regard to land sales. 

The sub-committee's prc,poeal had been discussed by the full Cabinet and on 

Friday (September 21) the information was that a majority in the Cabinet was 
inclined to accept it. Mr. Shertok said it was not final, since some of our 
friends were eppoeing it. 

Mr. Shertok indicated that the main thing to do here is to organize Jewish 

end non-Jewish public opinton. 

Mr •. E7rnee, who at first could not see Dr. Weizmann, finally fixed an 
appointment for SaturdEcy", September 22. (Ur. Bevin is to see Dr. Weizmann later). 
Byrnes was friendly. He pointed out to Dr. Weizmann that the main responsibility 
is Great :Britain's, that America. can only help. Dr. Woizmann said the main thing 
necessary was for America to indicate a desire to help, e.g. to give economic 
assistance. It eeema that the talk with By-mes was not conclueive, :Ben-Gurion 
expected shortly to leave for Palestine. 
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In connection with the press reports indicating that the British had re

quested the American Government to share responsibility, Dr. ieizmann said he heard 

nothing to that e£fect from Mr. Byrnes. 

On September 23, the following cable arrived from the Executive in London: 

"LEARN P.ELIABLY PRESIDmlTS REQUEST 100,000 CERTIFICATES REJECTED STOP 
BEEN DECIDED TIMI :BEING MAINTAIN WHITEPAPER ALLmvIMG JEWISH I?.fi-1IGRATIO 

-iONTHL Y M.AXI .flJM 1500 ONLY STOP ANNOUNCEMENT THESE LINES EXFEC 1ABLE 

SHORTLY STOP DECISION MEANS WHITEPAPER &AUCTIONED :BY NEW GOVEBMUEllT 

DOOMING i(ASSES JEWS I IUTERUMEl~ CAMPS AND ELSEWHERE TO DETERIOBATIO 

AlID DEATH MAINTAINING l!UREMBERG LAND LAW IN PALESTINE STOP TAXING 

GRAVEST VIEW POSITION AND DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES AmrOUNCEMENT EN.FORO»

MENT SUCH POLICY STOP PROPER IMHEDIATE REA.CTIOlT JEWISH GE lEBAL AMERICM 
OPINION MAY PERH..U'S STILL AVEl\T THIS CATASTROPHE STOP CABLE ACTION" 

Dr. Silver had informed Dr. Weizmann over the telephone of the action being taken 

here. 

ACTION TAKEN 

,l.fadison Square Garden Meeting 

Dr. Silver reported on the action taJce~ over the week-end, immediately after 

learning of the Reuter dispatch. 

Dr. Wise and he decided that a great demonstration ought to be arranged in 

New York. :Because of the holidey a meeting of the Executive Committee could not 

be called to consider this matter, but since the time was so short they decided 

to book Madison Square Ge.rd.en for the following Sunday (September 30). A meeting 

of representatives of the ZOA districts was hurriedly called, and held Sun~, and 

plans were drawn up for the mass demonstration. Arrangements were made for adver

tisements to appear in the Yiddish press daily until the meeting, for spot announc&

ments of the meeting on the radio and for radio commentators to include mention of 

the meeting in their broadcasts. It has not yet been possible to arrange for the 

meeting to be broadcast; since Sund.ey is a very busy night on the air it may not be 

poesible to get the time. 250,000 notices of the moeting are being sent out. All 

the organizations are cooperating; the women's organizations are using telephone 

squads to contact as many people as possible in connection with the mooting; tho 

youth groups are working; letters are being sent to 700 Rabbis asking them to make 

an announcement in their synagogues. 

Dr. Silver so.id he envisaged the Madison Square Garden meeting as a great 

demonstration, with the Garden as the conter of the demonstration and tens of 

thousands of people milling about outside. 

Advertisements 

In addition to the advertisements which will appear in the press announcing 

the Madison Square Gardon meeting, a number of ads dealing ~11th our case are being 

prepared which will appear in about 40 newspapers throughout the country. Tho 

New York Times will carry the advertisement September 27 or 28 • 

Other Action 

Immediately following the appearance of the Reuter dispatch, a strong state

ment had been released to the press, in tilieh announcement as also made of the 

mass meeting to be held at the Garden to give expression to the sense of apPrehensio~ 
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and indignation aroused by the news of the decision reportedly being taken by the 
British Government to continue the White Paper . 

In addition, wires were sent to the loca.l emergency committee chairmen askine 
them to have as many letters and telegrams as possible sent to the President from 
their communities. 

In the discussion that followed, a number of suggestions were made for 
additional activities to be undertaken in order to arouse public opinion throughout 
tho country. 

The meeting approved the recommendation that the Mayors of the various 
communities be asked to communicate with tho St~tc Department and t he President. 

Other proposals included the follo,·-i~g: arran ing a street demonstration, 
with the shops closing and the labor unions participating; that returned soldiers 
be asked to take part in a street parade; that prominent individuals, whose names 
car~p weight, be asked to help in this eff ort, perhaps by writing a.11 open letter to 
President Truman; that we call together o~ friends in Congress in Washington withi~ 
the next few days and discuss the matter ·dth them. 

The suggestion that the Trade Union Committee for Palestine be asked to send 
a cable to Sidney Hillman, no i at the fo rld Trades Union Conference in Paris, re
questing him to arrange, and pcrticipate in a delegation to call on the Foreign 
Office in London, was approved. Tho meeting further approved the proposal that the 
lenders of the Americ~n Federction of Labor ruid the Congress of Industrial Organiz&
tions be requested to sign one of the advertisements which is to appoar in the 

• English press, which might be entitled 11 .A:nerican Labor Spoaks to British Labor. 11 

• 

Dr. Silver reported that he was going to ashington thnt d~ to seo a number 
of Senators and to seok their cooperation. He also indicated that Dr. Wise and ho 
had been in touch with prominent individuals in •lashington, who are deeply concerned, 
and have undertaken to do what they can to assist us. 

TELEGlW~ FROM RAl33I ZEMACH GBEE -

A telegram addressed to Dr. Wise by Rabbi Zemach Green of Washington was 
read, in which Ra.bbl Green suggested that the ·.z.o., the .American League for a 
Free Palestine, the Agudas Israel nd t '1e Anorican Jewish Committee be invited to 
join with the Council in the Madison Square Garden demonstrnt~on. He further 1tated 
that he had discussed the matter with Peter Bergson, wio indiented his readiness to 
cooperate. 

After some discussion, in which it m.s the consensus that only those organiza
tions whose program calls for Palestine as a Jewish State should be invited to the 
meeting, it was agreed thnt the .z.o. should receive an invitation similar to that 
issued to ell other cooperating orgnnizntions. 

WASHINGTO. C0lO'EBENOll 

A suggestion mnde that about fifty delegates of the American Je,,rish Conferenoe 
be invited to the conference of local OI:lergency committee chairmen to be held in 
Washington, October 4, was approved • 

The ~eeting adjourned at 5:46 P.M. 
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CONFimmTIAL NO. 60 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF tmTING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September 19, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Fmergency Council was held Wednesday evening, September 19, at 8:30 o'clock, 
at 342 Uadison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENr 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Esther Gottesman, 
Mrs. Bose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Emanuel Neunann, David Wertheim, Rabbi 
Seymour M. Zambrowsky. 

Dr. Philip s. Bernstein, Prof. Milton Handler, :u-s. Tamar Pool, Captain 
Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Harry L.· Shapiro. 

S. Dingol, Jacob Fishmrui, Isaiah L. Kenen, Harvin Lowenthal, D. L. Meckler, 
Morris Weinberg • 

FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN .AMERICA 

It was reported that word had been received on September 14 from one of the 
local emergency cormui ttee chaimen th[l..t members of the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America had received a memorandum on 
Palestine which, according to the letter accompanying the document, presented the 
Christian view of the question, and which was to be discussed at a meeting of the 
Executive Cormnittee to be held September 18. The document was a subtle but 
vicious attack on Zionism. (It followed the line of argument of the American 
Council for Judaism). The covering letter urged that the Executive Committee 
approve the contents of the menorandUil, publish it &.nd give it wide circulation. 

Dr. Atkinson, Dr. Poling and Dr. Voss had taken action in the matter, and 
the committee had by a large majority refused to act on the memoran4um. It may 
still be »resented to the Administrative CoI!ll'Ilittee of the Federal Council, but 
it would have to be referred back to the Executive Committee for its approval 
bef~re it could be published. 

NATIONAL PETITION 

It was reported that the Z.O.A., the Poale Zion and Mizrachi had notified 
the Council office that their Boards had met and had approved the plan for 
launclling a mass declaration. The Hadaasah Executive Committee had also approved 
of it, but it had still to come up before the Hadassah National &ard. 

In the meantime, the staff is preparing radio material, arranging for 
special meetings, advertisements, etc. and if Badn.eseh, too, approves of the 
project, it is hoped to launch the campaign on Bolf our Dq. 1'hat will be possible 
if the constituent organizations will dedicate a special ieaue ot their public&
tiona to the plans tor the petition. In ten d8l'& material for the campaign will 
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be re~. The wording of the declaration will be submitted to the next meeting 
of the ixecutive Committee • 

It was further reported that it was planned to hold a meeting of the local 
emergency committee chairmen about October 10, in Washington. 

POLITIO.AL BEPORT 

Dr. Akzin reported that not much progress has been made with regard to 
obtaining an appointment with the President. Senator Wagner had volunteered to 
arrange a meeting and to accompany Dr. Silver a.~d Dr. Wise. He tried to get the 
appointment, but without success. In the lant few d.8¥s, Senator Taft also took 
an interest ln this matter and he conferred with Senator Wagner. Senator Taft 
called the White House during the last few deys, and in one of his conversations 
he was told that President Truman would prefer not to see any Jewish delegation 
for the moment, that he was doing everything he could. 

Dr. Silver will be in Washington next week, when he will see various people 
in the eapitol anl will urge them to start energetic action on our behalf. An 
appointment with the Acting Secretary of State, Dean Acheson, has been fixed for 
Sept ember 20. 

An interesting development has been that the. Inter-Governmental Committee for 
Refugees, which up to recently has appeared to talce little interest in our problem, 
is now planning energetic action. 1h1s is due to two reasons: 1) Lord Winterton, 
its chairman, who was the dead hand on the committee, has resignod; nnd 2) Earl 
Harrison, who replaced Myron Taylor as the Amen.can Representative on the Intel'
Govermnental Committee, has been very active. · As a result of Harrison's efforts 
it has been decided to register all those who do not wish to be repatriated. 
Instead of the Inter-Governmental Committee deciding who was repatriable and who 
was not, as had been the case heretofore, a new policy has been adopted. All 
those who sey they do not wish to be returned to their places of origin will be 
regarded as ncn-Jlepatriable. Furthermore, the people in the Displaced Persons camps 
will not be classified only as former Poles, etc., but the Jows and non-Je,-,s will 
will be classified separatoly. 

Dr. Akzin ref erred to an off the record talk which he had with Mr. Loy 
Henderson, head of the Near East Division of the State Department. 

Cable from Jewish Agency Executive 

A cable from the Jewish J.gency Exccuti ve, dated September 12th, referring 
to the proposal of the Colonial Office for a grant of 1,500 certificates monthl.7, 
was read (attached); also the JTA Jerusalem despatch of September 18th 
(attached). 

The members of the Comi ttee of 1Hght who were available in New Yc,rk met on 
Sunday, following which Dr. Goldmann embodied a statement of his ,position in a 
letter which he asked to have read as he was unable to be present at the meeting 
today. (Letter on file). 

A conversation which Dr. Silver had had with Dr. Weizmann on the trans
atlantic telephone on September 15th was also reported. (On file) • 

A long discussion followed in which various suggestions wore made as tD actio. 
to be taken in view of the Reuter dispatch and in view of the action proposed 
by the Agency Executive. 
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'lhe danger of pressing the demand for 100,000 certificates instead of 
fighting for the full program was stressed. It was agreed that we cannot have 
one line here and another in London, and it was therefore moved, and passed that 
we communicate with the Jewish Agency Executive in London by telephone and indicate 
to them the danger of placing all the emphasis on the demand for an immediate 
allocation of certificates to the exclusion of a fundamental solution at this time. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

A motion wo.s adopted that wo initiate immediately n newspaper campaign, the 
details to be worked out by a sub-committee to be appointed by tho joint chairmen. 

Mr. Shapiro pointed out that if we undertake this project, we will have 
to ask the Funds for an allocation. It will cost $60,000. to $70,000. 

CilLES TO MR. DALTON AND Ma. GREENWOOD 

Dr. ~fise read two cables which were being sent to Mr. Dalton and Mr. 
Greenwood under Dr. Silver's and hie signatures. 

The meeting adJourned at 11:20 P,M, 

A. L, 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF EDCUTIVE COMM! TTEE 

October 2, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 62 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Tuesd~, October 2, at 4:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judith G. Epstein, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, 
lmanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Bothenberg, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise, 
Babbi Seymour M. Zambrowsky. 

Capt. Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Wei sgal. 

Jacob M. Alkow, Arnold K. Isreel1, Arthur Lourie, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Abe Tuvim; Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Isaiah L. Kennen. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE OFFICE IN WASHINGTON 

It was reported that the A.P.C. had found suitable quarters for their office 
in Washington, but it will be necessary for them to sign a lease for five years, 
at an annual rental of $4,200. 

Although the office is ide~ly located and there should be no difficulty 
whatever in aub-ietting it at any time, it was pointed out that investigations 
ought to be made to ensure that O.P.A. regulations, etc. will not prevent the 
A.P.C. from sub-letting. With these precautions, it was agreed that the A.P.C. 
should be authorized to proceed with renting the office. 

MADISON SQ,UA.RE aA.BDD 1DrING 

Gratification was expressed at the outstanding success of the Madison 
Square Garden demonstration. According to police estimates, about 45,000 people 
participated in the meeting outside the Garden, in addition to the 22,000 within. 
It was encouraging to note the really deep concern which has been indicated in our 
problem. The reaction of the preae,too,haa been most gratifying. 

Dr. Silver paid tribute to the Council staff, who had built up this tr&-
mendoua meeting within a week. They not only manifested ability, but also great 
devotion. Credit is also due to the constituent organizations, he said, who 
cooperated admirably. 

CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON 

It was reported that over 400 delegates would be attending the conference 
to be held in Washington October 4 of local emergency committee chairmen. 
Delegate• were coming from as far awq as the coast. 
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The program of the conference will be as follows: There will be a meeting 

of the delegatesm.rly in the morning, when they will hear the full story of recent 

events; they will then go to see their Congressmen, with whom they have already 

mado appointments from their home towns; there will be a further meeting in tho 

afternoon, when the delegates will report on their interviews with their Congress

men and an outline will be given them of action to be taken in their local com

munities. '!hat evening there will be a mass meeting, to be addressed by national 

leaders. It is expected that this will be an overfiow meetirg. 

OTHER ACTION TADN 

In addition, it was reported, the local emergency committee chairmen have 

been asked to fiood Washington, especially the White House, with telegrams. From 

reports todq it appears that the White House has already received some 200,000 

such communications. 

Word has been received from other parts of the country that great mass 

meetings han been arranged. Chicago will hold its meeting on October 15 in the 

Stadium in that city; Baltimore has arranged a demonstration for October 4; large 

meetings are scheduled in Philadelphia, Detroit, Los Angeles, Hartford, Jersey Cit·,. 

etc. To date twelve large ma.as meetings have been arranged in the neighborhood of 

New York. 

PARTICIPATION OF RA:sBIS 

It was further reported that the Synagogue Council of ..America has arranged 

for prqers to be offered throughout the country Thursd~ evening, October 4. 

In New York there will be a convocation of Rabbis at the Spanish and Portuguese 

• Synagogue. From that meeting will come wires to Washington and London. 

ACTIVITIES IN CANADA 

Mr. Weisgal reported that the Canadian Zionists have arranged for a large 

meeting to be held in Toronto, with out et anding non-Jews participating. The 

Canadian Zionist lead.era had asked Mackenzie Xing, the Premier of Canada, who had 

left yesterclq for England, to in '8rvene w1 th the British Government, anc. he had 

written Sir Ellsworth navel le, chairman of the Canadian Palestine Committee, that 

he would do so. 

Mr. Coldwell, leader of the c.c.F. party in Canada, sent two very strong 

cables to Mr. Attlee and the British Labor Party Executive, in which he made the 

point that it was ver:, distressing to the Socialist movement that the British 

Labor Party is acting as it is on the Palestine question, and its action is likely 

to cauae difficulty to the Socialist movement all over the world. 

Mr. Weiagal indicated that he had asked Mr. Zacks to attend the Washington 

conference. It was agreed that he should be asked to report there. 

CAm.,E TO MR. ATTLD FROM LABOR LEADERS 

It was reported that Philip Murrq, President of the c.r.o., and llliam 

Green, President of the American Federation of Labor, had both sent strong cables 

to Mr. Attlee. 

• ADVDTISnaNTS 

The advertisements in the- general press are continuing. "An Open Letter to 

Mr. Attlee• had appeared in several papers, including the "New York Times", and 



• 

• 

• 

• 

- 3 -

was appearing that dey- in the "Sun". Al.together it was scheduled to aPJ>ear in 39 
papers • 

SUBVENTION TO CHICAGO 

Dr. Silver reported that in connection with the mass meeting which Chicago 
was arranging, to be held in the Stadi.um there, Judge Fisher he.d telephoned urgent

ly requesting a subvention from the Emergency Council to help them cover the large 

cost involved. In view of the fact that the New York meeting at H~!8n Square 
Garden was financed entirely by the !mergency Council, the Chicag07reel that they 
should receive at least a subvention for their meeting. They asked for $10,000, 

Dr. Silver said, but he would recommend $5,000, 

Although it was realized that it would not be a good thing to start a 
precedent by subsidizing the Chicago meeting, it was felt that some a.asistance 
should be given the Chicago committee in view of the large affair they are undel'
taking. It was pointed out that since the Council subsidized the New York moeting 
it would be proper to help one city in the West. 

After further discussion a motion was adopted that the Council subsidize the 
Chicago mass meeting to the oxtent of $5,000. 

OTHER .ACTIVITIES TO BE UNDERTAKEN 

There was some discussion on the advisability of arranging for a street 
demonstration, as proposed at the last meeting. 

Mr. Tuvim pointed out that a street demonstration could be arranged in two 
W8¥S• If it were to comprise only the Zionists of Ne,'/ York, there would probably 
be a tum-out of sixty to seventy thousand. If, however, the lead is taken by 
the Labor Unions, the participants would number very much more. The most effective 
method would of course be the latter, w1 th the shops closing at 3: 30 and the 
parade starting at 4:00. 

Mr. Tuvim indicated that he had been endeavoril\g to contact Mr. David 
Dubinsky, president of the International Ladies Garment Workers' Union, but he 
has been out of town. If he indicates a readiness to cooperate, a successful 
street demonstration could be arranged. The Amalgamated Clothing Workers• Union 
1s ready to go ahead. Mr. Tuvim was dubious as to the advisability of proceedirg 
with the larger demonstration if ~r. Dubinsky does not agroo to work with us. He 
pointed out further that the projects on which the Council is now engS(;ed (the 
Washington Conference and A.C.P.C. Conference in New York, in particular) are 
taking all the timo and onorgy of the staff. A street demonstration will require 
a great deal of workwhidlcould not be begun until the middle of October without 
hurtingthe other activities. 

Mr. Segal was strongly in favor of a mass street demonstration, with the 
participation of all the Labor Unions. He pointed out that it was not necessary 
to obtain 'the consent of Mr. Dubinsky; that closing the shops and having the workezs 
take part in the par~e could be arranged through the manags,a of the locals and 
their business agents. 

Mrs. Epstein reported that a suggestion was made to Hadassah that they 
organize a women's demonstration, the women to march in front of the British 
Consulate when the debate opens in the House of Commons. The advantage of having 
it limited to women would be that not mo~e than two to three thousand participants 
would be required to be effective. 
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It was suggested that a women's danonstration, which is something unique, 
should certainly be carried out if practicable. 

'!'be point was stressed that in the abort perial up to the opening of iarliament 
and Mr • .Attlee's statement on Palestine to be announced at that time, which are the 
crucial days, eveeything poe si ble must be done to ex:ert the full pressure of 
American public opinion. 

After further discussion.it was agreed to leave it to Ha.dassah to decide 
whether a women's demonstration should be held. It was further decided to postpone 
a decision for a few d~s on a mass street demonstration. 

A suggestion was ma.de, and approved that the Trade Union Committee for • 
Palestine endeavor to have several hundred union locals send cables to the 13ritish 
Labor Party. 

'l'he meeting also approved the proposal that collective cables by people 
whose names are well known be addressed to Mr. Attlee or the British Labor Party and 
be publicized here. Mr. Xenen undertook to carry out this proposal. 

NEW YOBX TI:tvtES 

It was reported that a reply had been prepared by Rabbi Milton Steinberg 
to the letter of Prof. Lazaron which appeared in the New York Times on Sunday, 
September 30, and would be published by the Times on Sunday, October 7. 

BEPORT ON MEETING wrrH PRESIDENT TRUMAN SEP!'EMBER 29 

Dr. Silver reported that Dr. Wise and he had met with President Truman on 
Saturdey morning, September 29. The invitation was extended to them for Friday 
morning, but Dr. Wise could not attend on that d~ and it was therefore arranged 
for Saturdq. It was not deliberate, therefore, that the President received a 
Zionist delegation at 10:00 o'clock Saturda_y morning and a delegation of the 
.American Jewish Committee immediately thereafter, at 11:00 o1clock. 

~e invitation to meet with ? r. Truman came rather unexpectedly, because 
the impression had been gained that the President did not want to meet with a 
Zionist delegation until after Secretary :Byrnes returned. (Report of interview 
on file). 

In the discussion which followed, it was pointed out that the big issue 
now is the line being taken by the :British newspapers and roportcd in the press 
here, that the l3r1tiah would like to do something about Palestine but wish to have 
the United Statessl:a.re in the responsibility. In one form or anothor this issue 
is now ariitng. We mu.et decide what should be our position vie-a-vis our own 
government, if the :British Sa.}" they are re8.(zy to go ahead but wish to have American 
backing. 

After •ome discussion, it was agreed that this matter should be given careful 
consideration at a further meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. 

J.. L • 
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CONFIDl!NTliL NO. 61 

AMERICAN ZIONIST 'WERGENCY COUNCIL 

MI~1JTES OF MEETING OF EKmUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 11, 1945 

A spe:ial meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Dnergency Council was held Thursday, October 11th, at 2:00 P.M,, at 342 
Madison Avenue. New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. ise (presiding), Pinchas Cru.so, Dr. Israel Gold~tein, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Enanuel r eumann, Louis 
Segal, rs. Zip Szold, David Wertheim, Rabbi Seymour t . Zambrowsky. 

Captain Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Harold P. anson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tu.vim; Elialnl Epstein. 

AMERICAN CHRISTI.Ax PALESTINE CO IITTEE MEET! G I NETT YORK 

Mr, Tuvim reported on the arrangements for the New York Conference of 
the A.C.P.C. to be held at the Hotel Commodore, O~tober 14, 15 and 16, 

Sermons will be delivered in 54 Churches in t he metropolitan area; . 
assemblies will be held at New York University, Hunter and Adelphi College s . 
SU.nday night there will be a Christian Youth Conference at Chrint Church. 
On tonday a Luncheon for Ministers is scheduled,which a minimum of 250 will 
attend; during the afternoon there will be an educat rs• session, at which 
200-250 are expected to be present. The program for Tuesday includes a 
Luncheon for the press and radio, to which appr9ximately 100 have been invited; 
and a Dinner, for uhich 7f:IJ acceptances have already been received, and 
probably several additional hundred m.11 attend. 

Mr. Tu.vim indicated that after the Conference the acceptances and re
fusals '7ill have to be studied carefully • .Among those uho have accepted an 
invitation to these sessions are important people ~ho had shown no interest 
heretofore in our cause. 

ORLD CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 

Mr. Tuvim reported that he v,a.s meeting ,11th some difficulties in the 
preparations for the World Christian Conference which is schedull' to take 
place in Washington early in November. The Je-:nish Agency EKocuti'.vc had undex
taken to arrange for delegations from European countries to come to Washington 
for the Conference. Several cables uere sent to London asking what was being 
done in this connection, but an answer has not been received. To date, 
Swi tzorland is tho only European country which has responded • 
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As for the delegation from Engl:J.nd, Lorna 7."ingate was to be one f the 
delegates and e had been endeavoring to come to this eountrJ, but her 
request for transportation priority has been refused bsr the British Home 
Office. 

;e71 Zea.land, South Africa and Australia will each send one or two 
people . The Prime Uiniste r of fo\7 Zea.la.ad he.s promised air trs.nsportation 
f a~ili ties. 

There will be delega tions from 8 or 9, per aps 10 Sout' .American 
countries. The various province~ of Canada will send delegations. 

r. T\lvim raised the question of having funds m~de available to 
enB.ble hm to proceed i:i. t t : e prep.sir a tions for tl1e ponference. Although 
the Je,:lish Agency Executive had abreed to appropri- te a mmi f t.30,000 f r 
this purpose, this money nas not been made available . 

After some discussion 1 m tion \7as ad pted to t' e effect th'.3.t t: e 
Executive Committee instruct the repre::;ent 9. tives of t:1e Jewisli gc.ncy in t l is 
country to request the Keren ·ay sod to advance tile amount ~pp ropria ted by 
the Agency f r the ·.~orld Christian Conference. 

Tr.i3:li.'ID '!CE ~ ~EETI ·Gs OF CH.AI , --: 01 P..J,ESTn-~ COI,u,:ISSIO O? ··.ERIC 
CONFERE ·c~ 

.A letter fro:n the Chainnsn of t:1e :Executive Committee of t b e .American 
J e Tis· Conference •,ran read, in vihici it was requested that Ra.ob i L rkntein, 
Chainn:1n of the Palestine Commission of the Conference , be invited t 
meetings of the E>cecutive Con ittee and pl num of the Council. r.!otion to 
this effect ,;;as adopted. 

DR. rs~ , 

C:.1.pt &in ~ulin reported that f.r . 1,;"illiam F ndiller had infonuec. him of 
a 1 ng talk he had ad vlit .n Dr. Is i ' B ;,man flf Johns _- pkins Cnivernity. 

r . Fond.iller called on hi to e.sk him to address a IDCf.:!tin, of t:1e Haif3. 
Technion group , nnd Dr. B \ ~...Jl initiated a di cu~r.ion on P~l e tine. ~e 
said he \79.S ~ dvisor t the St3.te tepartmE.nt n t :.1.e P~,1 ,.,tin :uestirn, 
th3. t he lad acted in t l i"' ca.pa ity since 1919. H expressed 6reat indignation 
at a rticles appearing in t l c :Jew P ~.lentin on t :1e subject '1nc.. naid th =- st'.Jt 
ments mB.de in these B.rticles rere ;iron~,. infl ;rru:FJ. tOl"'J ""nd were causinc a 
gr a.t deal of annoyance to the StB.t · D pa.rtment. Fu.1't.i..1. r e , he indicated 
th~t he had advised Prbsid nt Roosevelt on th Palestine ~uc tion in 1943, 
that President Roosevelt told him t',..,.t he ·.·ould follo.1 his advice, but 
aft ervHrds political p rensure ,.'l'as ·brought to beB.r on hin ~nd. he i :;5ued t he 
stat ent of October 15, 1944, t Sen~tor ~agn r. 

One o th 0>1 st ions vhic:!1 Dr, Eo-mi askc Ar. :?ondillc r \7. s \1: ether 
the ZioniGts had ever m~d.e any o ertures to t~e · r ~bG , and ·~r. Fon~illcr 
undertook to s nd him material on this subject . 
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Captain Tulin further reported that· r. Fondiller had asked him 
·,1hct~ er he !,ou.ld be iillin6 to meet v7i th Dr. 3c\.man. It uas suggested 
t 1at, al though Dr. Bovma.n 1 s anti-Zionist vie ·rn were v:cll kn vm, it 
might be useful for Captain Tulin to ~ee him. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

A report on Dr. 7eizmann 1 s c~nversation vdth Mr. Bevin uas presented. 
(on file). 

Dr. ·.·, ise reported t:ia t an appointment 77ith Secretary Byrneo had been 
requested, but no reply had been received as yet. 

Reference v1as made to rumors heard in ·;ashington t,:ia t the British 
wero raising tho qu.e~tion of .American milita ry pa rticipation, even if only 
f a token character; and al so that the military are considering what 

t}:ii n might invol vo. 

In this connection, ·~r. Epstoin referred to a conversation ::e had h'.ld 
VTit:i a military man 11 o had been stationed in the ;, iddlc East up to a s- ort 
time ag , and ,110 had 'teen vory friendly to our cause. His present vic~s 
on the military needs '.7ith ro0 ard to Pal estine ad undergone a considorablo 
C _a,nge • 

A discussion foll~,1cd on the attitude to be urged up n our Government 
to a request from the British for ericanmilitary participation. 

It uas tho consonsuo oft _e meeting ttat tlc follouin~ u ould be our 
position vis-a-vis our G vernment: It is Britain1 s responsibility to 
abolish tho ~n1ite Paper. The rear East in ne of tl e British security 
zones, and they have huge forces thero. Thero is no need foIL American 
intorventi n. Fu.rt_1or, ne s _ould try t present to our Government the 
idea of the United St a tes offering economic support, ~nd ank them t0 be 
prepared to take moral r C' oponsibility by joinin6 v1it 1 Groat Britain in 
a joint declaration of p~licy. 

BULLET! 

The suggestion v1as ma.do t ... _at in order to be in a position t give in
formation 8lld elucidation on our matter, it 7ould be advisable to issuo 
two or t. roe timen a ucek a printed or mimeograp~cd bulletin, edited by tho 
Sta.ff, •,1hich uill give t·.e facts, an· yze 1.7ha.t is 1 appening in Palestine 
now, etc. 

It uas tho cons nmis that it I/as dosirablo to publish such a Bull tin_ 

STREET D:BlviOPSTRATIO 

The question of a street danonstration nas again discu.ssod. It was 
felt tha t there must be further public action ~nd it ~a s suggeGted that a 
ma.so demonstration bo arranged, th slogan to b • Solidarity vli th t e Yi ohuv. 
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After discussion, a motion-~a~ adopted tote effect that the 
Council nhould sponsor a demonstration for the macsec of J eTin of cTT 
York to exoress solidarity with t e Yis :uv in 1 its dcmandn; tl1at we 
make no commitments as ~~-o limitations on speeches, sl ~ans, etc. ; and 
that it be left to a committee t~ organize the danonstrati n in the 
hope tha.t the maximum number of Jev,s will participate. The tl1anc of 

t~c demonstration is to be Solidarity wit. the Yishuv. 

It was agreed that it be left to t he Staff to set t he exact date 
fer the demonstration (to be one da.y in the week of October 22nd), ~lso 
th::1 t efforts be made to a rrange an organized parade in connection with 
t he demonstration. 

It •.♦as suggested that there be a Christian contingent in the 
parade. 

A turth r suggestion ,ith regard to addition::u action to be taken 
w~s tha t 100,000 people visit t he British Enbassy and deposit cards f 
protest there. 

TIO... PETITIO T 

r. Shapiro reported that at tle Uashington Conference, 58 local 
emergency co i ttee cl ainnen a ttended a mectin r1h .re t!1e quention of 
the petition was discucsed. ~~ere ~ere no t more than four or five 1ho 
spoke in fg_ -:.r of a petition. They t l C'Ught it •:,ould be gn ti-climactic no,7. 

- e me ting adj oun1Gd a t 5:30 P • .!. 

A. L. 



• AMERICAN ZIONIST IMDGENCY COUNCIL 

MIWI'ES OF MEETING OF EUCUTIVE OOUMITTD 

October 29, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 64 

A specio.l meeting of the Exeeuti ve Oommi ttee of the American Zionist Ernel'
geney Council was held Mondey, October 29th, at 4:00 P.M •• at 342 Madison Avenue, 

New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, (presiding), Gedaliah lru.bliek, Pinchas Oruso, i~rs. 

Judi th G. Epetei-n, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel Goldstein, Urse Rose Halprin, 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal., Louis Lipsky, lmlanuel Neumann, Mrs. Herman Shulman, 

David Wer~eim, Dr. Stephen s. trtse, Rabbi Seymour M. Zambrowalcy'. 

llabbi Philip s. Bernstein, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Jtrofeesor .fi.lton Handler, 

Jw1€e Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Captain Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Jacob a. Alkow, Dr. I. l3. Eerkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold 

x. Iareeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold F. I.ta.neon, Harry L. Shapiro. 

• AOCJDPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings of the Executive Committee held September 19th, 

September 24th, October 2nd and October 11th, were approved as circulated. 

mom 
Mr. Shapire presented a report on action taken since the last meeting of 

the Council held on October 20, li45. 

1. Ibn Saud - Booeevelt Correapondence: A memorandum was presented to 
Secretar., of State ]3yrnea on Tueedq, October 23rd, in reply to his press statement 
of October 19th which accompanied the publication of the exchan&e of correspondence 
between the late Mr. Koosevelt and Xing Ibn Saud. We have received very favorable 

comment on the presentation which was reprinted in full in the NEW YORE TIMES on 

Oc~ober 24th. 

2. In the past week our stnff members aided in the preparation of radio 
preaontations by friends of our cause - Wendell Phillips epeakin« against Ahmed 

Shukeiri over Station WOR on ?rid~, October 26th; Dr. Oarl Voss against Profeseor 

Hoclcing on the Chica«o Round Ta.ble of the Air on lund.8¥, October 28th. 

3. The opon oir demonstration .:l.t Ma4ieon Squaro Park which took place on 

Wednosdcy, Odtober 24th, waa a tremendous euc0ea1, The estimated attendance wae 

over 250,000 ,baaed on figures supplied to Hr. Lipsq - chainna.n of the meeting -
by the Police Department (~ prns reported a\tMtaACe of 100,000). 

4. l'reparatione nre afoot for the Interno.tionnl Christian Conference for 

Palestine, to take place in Vo.shington, Thuradey- and Fri~, November lat and 2nd 
which, al.thoul,h sponsored by- the Jewiah .lgeney becau1e of ita 1ntemationnl. nnture, 

11 being handlecl by our etaf'f. Repre1entati vee from 25 nation• are expected to 



-· 

• 

• 

• 

-2-

attend and a fine program has been formulated. The conference, if sucoeesful, 
should have fa?'-reaching effects • 

5. Ooncentrated activity continues throughout the country, Los Angeles 
planning a large outdoor demonstration on its City Hall steps on November 1st. 
In general, there are heartening reports as a result of our attempts to give 
expression throughout the country to the Zionist standpoint. 

Dr. Silver expressed his deep appreciation for the fine work which the staff 
has done in connection with all the functions thus far. 

LETTER TO THE FUNDS 

Mr. Shapiro reported that although the fiscal year of the AZEC had expired 
more than a month ago, no budget for the ensuing year had been prepared because 
of luck of time. He had, on the authorization of Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver, written 
to Judge Rothenberg, chairman of the Jewish National Fund, and to Judge Rosenblatt, 
chairman of the Keren H~esod, asking them for an advn.nce of tso,000.00 fror.1 each 
fund. 

OONFIRUATION OF APPOINTMEtlTS 

Dr. Akzin: With regard to the question of pennanent status for Dr. Akzin, 
it was the recommendation of the meeting that Dr. Akzin's status as direotor af 
the Vaahington office of the AZEC be formally confirmed. 

Mr. Ben-Horin: It was decided to postpone action on the status of Mr . 
Berr.Horin until the next regular meeting of the Executive Committee. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE :roR A FBEE PALESTINE - GUY M. GILLET'l!lil 

Dr. Silver reported the announcement in the NEW YORK TIMES of October 25th 
of the statements made by former Senator Gey M. Gillette at a press conference. 
during which, among other things, be stated (a) that an "unofficial delegation" 
including at least three menbers of Congross will go to London soon to discuss 
with the heads of the British Government plans for opening the doors of Palestine 
to further Jewish immigration and the founding in Palestine of an "independent 
democratic State"• (b) the difference between the aims of the .American League for 
a Free Palestine and the Zionist Organization was that while the Zionists wanted 
Palestine to be an independent Jewish State, his organization wanted it to be an 
independent democratic State in which there would be no racial or religious dis
crimination and in whicll the majority would rule. 

Dr. Silver stated that we must ta.lee some definitive action to cause the 
41 scontinuance of the propaganda issued from the !meri can League for a Free 
Palestine which is so harmful to our oause - be 1 t in the form of a telegram or 
a press release. 

In an ensuing discussion on Mrs. Ho.lprin•a suggestion that we seek an intei
view with Mr. Gillette in order to discuss the ei tuation with him, Dr. Silver 
described hie experience during his recent visit to Washington, when he tried to 
contact Mr. Gillette on Babbi Zemach Green'e urgent request that he meet with the 
former Senator. Although an appointment had been definitely scheduled, the mee~• 
1ng did not materialize presumably because of a last-minute call from Mr. Gillette 
indicating that he wa.a unexpectedly preoccupied. From a subsequent call :from 
Mr. !ergson, it seemed obvious that the latter had inJected himself into the 
eituation again, thus preventing the conaummation of a talk with Mr. Gillette. 
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Mr. Lourie reported on his exchange of correspondence with Mr- Gillette 
based on the press report of a few weeks ago. Up to the present there has been 
no further definite word as to a date for the suggested meeting between. them • 

Judge Levinthal related his experience based on his contact with Senator 
Myers and Joseph Sharfman, two of the members of the proposed mission to London. 
Senator Myers had informed him that Mr. Gillette is a sincere friend of our cause 
and Mr. Sharfman, who conveyed his fe eling that the mission would not mat erialize, 
had written to Mr. Gillette requesting an interview for Judge Levinthal. No 
objection was voiced on the matter of Judge Levinthal 1s meeting with Mr. Gillette. 

Dr. Wise expre1sed his feeling that Mr. Gillette is completely 11 Bergsonized, 11 

that he voted against our resolution as a Senator, and that he is not as naive as 
appears on the surface. 

Dr. Silver then proceeded to read two drafts of a proposed wire to l r. 
Gillette and asked for suggestions or corrections. 

It was the consensus of opinion that a wire be sent to Mr. Gillette, based 
on the second draft read. (Letter sent to Mr. Gillette under date October 30th, 
and press release dated October 31st, attached.) 

TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

Dr. Silver stated that reports had appeared in the general press to the 
effect that a joint commission is to be established under an Anglo-.American agree
ment on Palestine which will investigate the position of Jews in Europe as well 
as the situation in Palestine. Preeent ' plans, the report said, call for the com
mission to dete:cnine the number of displaced stateless or refugee Jews in Europe 
vho wish to settle in Palestine. Political aspects will also come under the 
commission's scrutiny. The commission is to look into the possibilities of Jewish 
immigration into Palestine, the question of how many Jews could remain in the 
lhlropean countries where they are now liying, the extent to which other countries 
could absorb Jerish immigrants, the position regarding previous promises made to 
both .Jews and Arabs and the means by which the United Nations Organization could 
help solve the problem. 

Dr. Silver further reported that the Committee of Eight had met the morning 
(October 29th) and had discussed at length the implications of the establishment 
ot such joint commissiono It was the consensus of that meeting that a telegram 
be sent to President Truman and Secretary of State Byrnes. 

Two drafts of a proposed wire had been prepared and the chairman submitted 
them to the meeting for consideration, point by point. 

During the discussion which followed, the point was made that it would be 
a breach of protocol to issue a statement to the press simultaneously with the 
dispatch of the wire to the President. 

Following discussion,it was decided to send a wire to President Truman, with 
a copy to Secretary of State !7mee, incorporating the material brought up in the 
discussion and, in addition, to issue to the press a statement on the same subject, 
but differently worded. (Wire to President Truman,attached) • 

It was BlJ«gested that copy of the telegram to President Truman be cabled to 
Dr. Weizmann and the London office so that London m~ be apprised of the action take, 
by us here. 
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A further suggestion was made that our friends in Washington be apprised 

of the contents of the wire to the President • 

RESOLUTION IN CONGRESS 

Dr. Silver recalled the action taken at the meeting of the Council on 

October 20. 1945, favoring the introduction of a joint resolution, on condition 

that our friends in Washington deemed the time propitious. Final approval was to 

depend on the Committee of Eight. The matter hnd,however,been taken entirely' out 

of our hands by Senator Wagner following conversations he had had with the 

President and Mr. Byrnes. With the best intentions he pd Senator Taft introduce< 

the resolution in the Senate on 7riday, October 26th. The resolution is a modi

fication of the one introduced last year. Senators Taft and Wagner showed the 

resolution to both President Truman and Secretary Byrnes who informed them 'Ulat 

they have no objection to its introduction. 

Aftor he read the resolutions. Dr. Silver reported that every attempt 

would be made to improve the wording of the Resolution• if and where possible. 

A discussion ensued on 81J€gested changes in the wording. 

Dr. Silver stated further that the Committee of Eight had agreed that an 

effort bo made to sound out Senator Connally i,rho r.euld ·g:l. ve us oonfit!D8.tion aa 

to the efti~ial. attitude on the res;olution. ienakrs ~er und Tc.d"t ·w-culd. ba , 

asltad to •peek w1 th him._ 

It was moved and carried that the officers of the Ar:lerican Zionist Ernel'

gency Council be authorized now, following the report of the Committee of Eight, 

to proceed in the matter of securing passage of the Resolution which was pre

sented on Frid~, OctobeT 26th, by Senators Taft and Wagner. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:0 P.M. 

A. L • 
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The Hon. Guy Mo Gillette 
2737 Devonshire Place, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Gillette: 

October 30, 1945 

I am directed to address to you the following comr.iunication on behalf of 

the American Zionist Emergency Council which represents the organized Zionist 

movement in this country. 

On two occasions, recently, the press reports you as declaring - directly 

or by implication~ that the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine in 

acco:-dance with Zionist aims wouJ.d invol Vb rac.iat or religious di scrim·; nation, 

and that the Arabs would be excluded from ci ti zE-nship in such a 5-t,ate., These 

statements are untrue and consti tu·te a libel on the Zionist cause and the Zionist 

ideal. 

The Zionist movement here and abroad has made it abundantly clear th~t its 

objective is the establishment of Pa1es 'G ine as a democratic Je ·1i sh Co.n.'!l0n ,ealth, 

whose Arab inhabitants shall be entitled, no-t only to full r~ghts of citizenship 

and to complete ec;_uali ty in every other rEispect with th6ir Je,,ish fellow ci·tizens. 

but, in addition, to gro~p rights in respect of their own language, religion and 

culture. To this Zionism stands publicly and un~qu~vocally cor.unitted, and all 

its literature, all its political statemen~s and the resolutio~s of its governing 

bodies, <1.ealing ·with the problem of A:-ab-Jewish relations, refr.te yo ~.-r suggestion 

In alleging otherwise, you are being m1sled by a hand.f'ul of sel~•appJintcd Jewish 

spokesmen whoso pretensions ·Lo speak for thG Jews of Pales ·,;:na hc);r·o boon unani

mously xejec:ted by the authorj.zed .a:enresentati ves of Pales·cine J ewry and by the 

entire Jewish press in Palestine, and w10 represent neither the ,Jews of this 

country nor of any othero 

We have no reason to doubt that you are genuinely anxious to help sufferine 

Jewry to find a haven in Palestine and to recreate thei:r ... ational Homeland. It 

is in that belief that we call upon you to correct the damaging statements above 

referred to. 

AL:NJ' 

Yours sincerely, 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretar., 
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PRESS RElEIISE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 

Asso,itd,tl Org1111iz111io,u: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizracbi • Poale-Zion 

• 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

ZIONISTS ATTACK ALLEGATION THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF JE''h'ISH STA 'E 

INVOLVES BACIJ.L OR REt:::G!OUS D!S~P.:::MJ.NATIOx : POINT OUT 11i':,.T 

ARABS WILL EE ENTIT1ED TO E~UAL RIGHTS OF ClTIZE SHIP WITH 

JEW'S AND ALL OTHER Il!i-I.A.BITANTS OF PALESTINE 

... - ..... --
DISCLOSE TEXT OF LETT11R TO EX·-SEN.A.TOR GILLETTE C.ALLI G UPOl Hii,i 

TO CORRECT "DAMA.GING ST.t . .t.'E ·rS'1 ~GA.RD! TG ZIOlH~T AIMS 

New York -- 1,, Je,;•:ish State in Palestine will mean free and democ:atic 

rights for all citizens, Arabs ~"ld J~ws alik0, the .American Zionist Emergency 

Council, spokesman for the or~anized Zionist movement in this country~ pointed 

out today. 

In a letter addressed to former Senato:..' Guy io Gill&tte, the Co ncil de

clared that Mro Gillette was 11 misled11 when he repeatedly asserted, elU1er directly 

or by implication, that if a Jewish State were to be established in Palestine, 

Arabs would be excluded from citizenship or othen..dse suf'fer loss of civil, re

ligious or gro~p rights. 

Text of the letter, signed by Arthur Lourie, Political Secretary of the 

Council, reads: 

11 Dear Mr. Gillette: 

"I am directed to address to you the following com.munication on behalf of 

the American Zionist Emergency Counc~l which represents the organized Zionist 

• ~ovement in this countrya 

11 0n two occasions, recently, the press reports you as declarin -- directly 

or by implication - that the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine in 

(more) 
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accordance with Zionist aims would involve racial or religious discrimination, and 

that the Arabs would be excluded from citizenship in such a State. These sta tementr 

are untrue and co stitute a libel on the Zion~st cause and the Zionist idealo 

11The Zionist movement here and abroad ha.s made it abundantly clear that its 

objective is the establishment of Palestine as a democratic Jewish Commom·realth, 

whose Arab inhabitants shall be entitled, not only to full rights of citizenship 

and to complete equality in every other respect with their Jewish fe110w citizens, 

but, in addition, to group rights .in respect of their own language, religion and 

culture. To this Zionism stands publicly and unequivocally committed, and all its 

literature, all its political statements and the resolutions of its governin 

bodies, dealing ~ith the problem of Arab--Jewish relations, refute your suggestion. 

In alleging otherwise, you are being misled by a handful of self-appointed Jewish 

spokesmen whose pretensions to spea2.-: for the Jews of Palestine have ·oeen unanimously 

• rejected by the authorized representatives of ra1estine Jewcy and by the entire 

Jewish press in Palestine, and who represent neither the Je, s of this country nor 

of any othero 

• 

11 We have no reason to doubt that you are genuinely anxious to help suffering 

Jewry to find a haven in Palestine and to recreate their National Homeland, It is 

in that belief that we call upon you to correct the damaging state~ents above 

referred to. 

"Yours sincerel·, 

Arthur Laurie 
Poli ti cal Soci·etary" 

-30--
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COlJ'FIDml'TIAL O. 65 

AMERICAf.1 ZIONIST EMERG CY COUNCIL 

MI1TUTES OF MEETI!i!'G OF EXECUTIVE COUMITTEE 

November 5, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zi oni st 
Emergency Council was held Monday, November 5th, at 4:00 P.M., at 342 -iadison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedaliah Bublick, Mrs. Chava Cohen, 
Pinchas Crueo, Mrs. Judith G. Epstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, ::Benjamin Itzkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Judge i-Iorris 
Rothenberg, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen s. Wise, Rabbi Semour M. Zambrowsk:y. 

Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Captain Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Ger ol d Frank , 
Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

REPORT 

Mr. Shapiro reported that the re4uest in our letters to the Je,-,ish NationaJ 
Fund and the Keren Hayesod for an advance of $50,000 each had already been com
plied with by the Jewish National Fund and that the Keren H~esod was expecting to 
take action on this at its next meeting. 

I ~EIDTATIO AL CHRISTIA :r CO}lFERENCE FOR PALESTINE 

Mr. Shapiro stated that the conference which took place in Washington on 
November 1st and 2nd under the sponsorship of the Jewish Agency was very success
ful. The details of preparation and execution were handled by the staff of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council. The account in the NE? YORK TI S of November 
3rd, \oJhich set forth the resolutions adopted, served to indicate the fine eff ect 
o! the confer ence at this time. He then asked Mr. Tuvim, who was in charge of 
arrangements, to present a more detailed report. 

Mr. Tuvim stated that thirty nations \'/ere represented by men and ,,romen of 
high calibre, outstanding in their respective communities and profes si ons, who 
can be of invaluable assistance to us in our future work. The confer ence con
sisted of a number of sessions, most of them of a business character, a Uinisters' 
luncheon, and a dinner. The Tea on October 31st, with Mrs, Taft presiding, was 
well attended and effective. There was good attendance al.so at the Panels. The 
closing event, the Balfour D!cy' Dinner, on Friday, marked the high spot of the 
conference and was run on a very high plane. 

A new name was adopted by the Conference, "World Committee for Palestine," 
and Sir Ellswood Flavelle, of Canada, was elected Chairman. 

An interesting point, Mr. Tuvim felt, w a the presantation by the Latin 
Amerioan group of a resolution which it insist ed upon putting through, to the 
effect that since Great l3ri tain had failed in its exeroi se of th e Uandate , 1 t 
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should be taken away from her and given to a trusteeship group to be set up under 
the United Nations Organization. The British, Australian and Canadian delegat es, 
out of loyalty to their Enpire, fought this. At the three luncheons arranged for 
the Latin-.Amcrican, British and American groups respectively, the matter was re
discussed thoroughly and the Latin-American group yielded. They withdrew the 
resolution only after their spokesman indicated for the record that his group 
was doing this for the sake of amity in an international group working for Pales
tine and that the rescinded resolution remains tho expression of their views. 

While the general picture of accomplishment was gratifying, Ir. Tuvim felt 
that many deficiencies had been revealed which should bo remedied i n future plan
ning. For instance, there was: (1) inadequate staff to handle sundry and spe
cialized functions; (2) lack of educational work - narpanels for discussion grou~ 
where speakers could impart the necessary, desired information. 

Mr. Tuvim was of the opinion that in order to insure the success of this 
significant undertaking, the Jewish Agency should set up a special department 
under the proper direction and with adequate funds. The possibilities are great 
for it should be borne in mind, he pointed out, that even with the inadequate 
facilities we ha.d, e were able to secure representation from 12 additional nations 
where we had no functioning American Christian Palestine Committee. 

Mr. Tuvim took occasion to express his appreciation to the members of the 
staff who helped make the conference the success it was. 

Dr. Silver explained that the functions of the 1'Torld Committee for Palestine 
definitely falls within the realm of the Jewish Agency. The new organization will 
be an autonomous body which ~nll work in close cooperation with the American 
Christian Palestine Committea under the guidance of the Jewish Agency since it 
is an international group. Re pointed out this ork will require a competent 
staff to carry it through succeesf ,llly and it is important, too, that we have 
someone ,1ho knows La.tin America well since the gro\odng interest and activity 
there may prove of immeasurable value to us in our work. 

In general, Dr. Silver felt that our propaganda should now be directed to 
the non-Je~dsh public which hitherto has not been reachod to the maximum degree. 
He emphasized how important it was for the hoads of the Council's constituent 
organizations to convey to their respective lecture bureaus the message that 
whenever a speaker is sent to one of their groups in any part of the country, 
arrangements should be made to have the speaker address a Christian group in that 
city on the same da;y-. It is far more important, he felt, to reach the non-Jewish 
groups these days, especially in view of the systematic approach which the Arab 
representatives in this country are making to the Christian world. It is urgent 
that we now direct our efforts toward reaching non-Jewish bodies. 

Mrs. Halprin questioned the soundness of the request to have as few Jewish 
people as possible be present at the conference. In her epinion the stimulation 
gained from such a meeting would redound to the benefit of the cause and she felt, 
therof oro, that n ti onal Hadassah, for example, should have been asked to eond 
ropresontatives as should have the other constituent organizations, 

DEMONSTRATION IN LOS ANGELES 

Dr. Silver announced that Los Angeles had a most successful open air demon
stration on the stops of the City Hall, at which there was an estimated attend
ance of from 10,000 to 15,000. This gathoring, addressod in the main by non-Jows, 
roooived fine press comments. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Dr. Si 1 vcr reported that the Re solutions are now in t·1e hands of the Foreign 
Relations Committee. We are in the process of sounding out the members of t ~is 
Cammi ttee and in a few days we should be able to make a report. 

FL- : OF ACTIO I COlThTECTION ,nTH PRI!-1:E Ir.I !STER ATTLEE 1S VISIT TO JU ERICA 

The chairman threw the meeting open to a discussion of ways and means for 
utilizing to the greatest degree possible the visit of Prime Minister Attlee in 
America. 

FollO\·!ing discussion, it was decided to· try to arrange: 

1. A visit to the Prime Minister by a committee of friendly Senators and 
Congressmen. 

2. A visit, also, by a committee composed of l ~bor leaders and Christian 
leaders of the World Committee for Palestine. 

3. The American Zionist ]lnergency Council, through the proper channels 
should ask for a formal talk 1i th tho Prime Unis ter. 

4 . The Prime !inister should be flooded -,ith letters from all part ~ of the 
country. People throughout the United States - non-Jews as well as Je,-:s - should 
be asked to write to him while he is in his countr✓ • 

5. A dignified 11 ad" in the form of a Second Open Lotter to Prime ·v.i nist cr 
Attlee, should be placed in the ne1:spapers -- esr,ecially in fashington - over the 
signature of our non-Jcv.ish friends. 

Regarding the announcement of the Revisionist-sponsored demons rati on plannri.l 
in 1ashington during Mr. Attloo rs visit, it was the sense of the meeting that we 
should do nothing to interfere with these plans. 

STATEt-1:E 0 RIOTS IN EGYPT 

Tio drafts of a statement to be released to the ~rcss on the subject of the 
riots in Egypt were presented to the meeting for considoration. 

Follo ing discussion, it was decided to formulate a statement n.sod on 
draft #1, incorporating in it also some of the point presented in thb second 
draft. (See press r elease of _ovcmb er 6th, attached). 

POLL O ZIO ISl 

Tho Committee was informed that on th e initiative of two privat e indivi~ 
duals, the Elmo . Roper organization had conducted n poll on Je, sh opinion in 
regard to tho establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Stote. The results indicated 
that 80% of those approached approved the Zionist position, 101 ere opr,osed, and 
10% ,ore unfamiliar or uninformed. A meeting was to tako place on Wednesdny for 
the purpose of presenting the findings fomally to the Committeo for Unity and it 
was agreed that representatives of the Council should attend this meeting. 

CO GRESSMAN SOMERS 

r. Alkow reported thnt he had had a lengthy discussion with Congressman 
Somers who had indicated his willingness to work with us, o.nd that a further 
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• meeting with him was being arranged. Ir. J3en Horin was nlso present at this moot
ing and supplied the necessary factual material. 

• 

• 

DR. WEIZ 

In connection with Dr. Weizmann's impending arrival (Dr. Weizmann ~ad lef t 
the previous day on the Q,ueen Mary), it ,..,as felt that in vi e , of the rapidly chang
ing political scene it might be advisable for Dr. l eizmann to postpone any p ress 
intervie,-,s until after he had met w:i. th his colleagues here and that efforts should 
be made to communicate with him accordingly. 

STATUS OF MR. IDThT HORI 

It was decided to postpone action on the permanent status of r. Ben Horin 
until the next regular meeting of the Executive Com.~ittee. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 P •• 

A. L • 
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PltESS RELEIISE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assotule" Orgaiulio,u: 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachl • Poale-Zioo 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELSASE 

RIOTS IN EGYPT E.rJGI IBERED BY ARAB LEAG .i.:i, 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY CO .JCIL CHARGES 

11 BRITAI IS IMPERIAL PCLICY CM JOT ESCAPE ITS SHARE OF BL.A E, 11 

SAYS OFFI CLilJ STATEMENT • 

ew York -- The Arab League was held directly responsible for the riot

ing which occurred in Cairo, £lexandria and other cities of E pt in a statement 

issued today by the .American Zionist Emergency Council, which speaks for the entire 

Zionist movement in the United States. 

"It is now abundantly clear th~t the cutbrcaks were not a ep r:taneous 

rising of the masses, but a deliberate program engineered, in the wcrds of the 

Prime Minister of Egypt, Nokrashy Pa~ha, by ' evil handG 1• ••The ' evil hands' 

which unloosed this disgraceful outbreak were those of the Arab Le e, which has 

been threatening and inviting just such violence for some timo now, But the ulti

mate responsibility goes further. The Arab Leaguo itself has come into being with 

the blessing and support of Britain's Colonial officials in the Middle East. With

out that support, net 011ly tho Loaguo, but oven the individual Arab itates in that 

area could not hope tc survive. Britain I s imperial policy in tho l.Uddlo East can

not escape its share of blame for what has occurred and for what will continua to 

occur if it pursues its present lino," the sta.tomont said., 

The full text of the statement follows: • 

"Tho rioting which o ccurrod in Cairo, in Alexandria and in other oi tics 

of Egypt toward the closo of last week was the natural and inevitable consequence 
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of the inflnmm~tory campaign conducted against tho Jewish National Home by tho 

Arab League in the few months of the Leaguc 1 s existence. It is now abundantl 

cloar that the outbreaks wore not a spontaneous rising of tho r.1a.ssos but a delib

erate pogrom engineered, in tho words of the Prime Minister of Eb}rpt, :okrashy 

Pasha., by 'ovil hands. 1 To stir the urban musses to lawless action was not diffi

cult. Hungry, discontented and illiterate, the latter were r adily inflamed; ut 

as the rosul ts show, they \•1erc motivated. more by tho desire for loct than by any 

real hostility to Zionisn, nnd eventually thoy attacked indiscrininatoly tho prop

erty of Jews and non-Jews alike, including churchos. 

11 The •evil hundsi which unlo03od this disgrc.ceful outbr ak were those of 

the Arab League, which has been threatening and inviting just s1ch violence for 

some time now. But the ul tinatc res1Jonsi bili ty goes furt:1cr. ho Arab Lc2.gue it

self has cono into bcin0 with t-hc bl cosing a d support of ]ri ta.in' s Colonial of-

• ficial s in the Middle East. Wi tl out tl at support not only· tl-ic Lea e but ev0n tho 

individual Arab stutes in that ar a could r..ot .ope to "ur ·1 vc. Britain rs imperial 

policy in tho Middle Eo.ct can.'lot escape its slln. re of bl r:ic for what hn.s occurred 

and for what will contin1e to occ,r if it pursuoo is present line. T nt policy 

seeks on the one hnnd for its own purposes to cstnblish and ini:itnin tho hollow 

facade of a grandiose confcde ation of the r 10.ctionary r "' ,i 1acs in tho l iddlo Eact. 

Ont .e other and, Britain shows itself rc~dy, ao a sop to tho d l1sions of gran

deur thus aroused, to bctrcy its plod oc!. word to . e J ovish people in rcg., rd to 

PRlestinc. 

• 

"There is an inoscn.p ble parnllcl etwccn t 10 app oasonont of Hunich in 193c, 

and the new appeasenent to wl ich in recent we 'ks t lio Bri ti ch Lnbor Gcvornncnt hn.s 

coonittod itself by continuing tlo iniquitous policy of tho Pulostin0 White Paporo 

The forner was followed two nonths l, te:r by tho bur:1ing of tl c sync.go os in 

Gerna.ny. The l a tter has already bro· 1t in its t 11 uin the ~estruction of syno.go os 

in Cairo, tho burning of Jewish books n.nd urderous attacks on peaceful citizcnc. 

(aoro) 
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The British Governnent has given tho Arabs on example in lawlessness; it has re-

• pud.iated 1 ts oft-repeated plodgo to honor the Balfour Declarnt on, violated with 

inpunity obligations undertaken under the Mandate, and closed tho doors of Pal~s

tine in the fac~ of the desperate victins of the Nazis. 

• 

• 

"The England responsible for this policy is not the England which ls 

worthy of her own best traditions. We choose to believe that that nobler England 

will yet rea~sert itself. But for the Je,ish people there is no other wcy than to 

go forward. If proof ,-.rere needed tho.t acceptance by the Jews of Pal es tine of tho 

pcmanent ~inority stat1s contc~plat cd by t~e White Paper would e i ntolerable nn~ 

inpossiblc, tho.t proof has now been gi ven. 

nNor will tho Jewish people be torrori zed by tLe unwa rr ted intrusion of 

Egypt, Saudi :rnbia, Iraq, or any of the other Arab stateo i nto an issue which wa~ 

settled by the unani:-::ous action of t he nati.0:1s of the worlc. c. qua:-tcr of a century 

ago. The Arab sta t e s are in this -iattcr without le al standing of a n;r k ind and 

their atti tuae in recent years is c0rtai:ily f c>.r fror.1 givi ng tho□ a norol voice in 

this issue. Palestine was recognized twenty-ei ght ye ars a""o and re□ains todcy t he 

one answer to the problec of Jewish nationnl honclessnoss. Confident that t he 

cause o! justice c:.nd international eood faith , upon w~1ich t he s ec 1ri t of all 

nations is founded, ~ust i the end prevail, the J ewish people, support ed by ~,on 

and wo~en of ~ood will everywhere, stands steadfast and will not fnlter in the deys 

ahead." 

-3C-
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AMERICAN ZIONIST l!MERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

fovember 14, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 66 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council was held Wednesday, Movember 14th, at 8:30 P.L., at 342 Madison 

Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, (presiding), I-irs. Judith G. Epstein, Dr. Israel 

Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Irving D. Lipkowitz, 

Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving ·vr111er, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, 

Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen s. Wise, 

Rabbi Seymour M. Zambrowslcy. 

Dr. Chaim ~·Teizmann, Rabbi Philip s. Bernstein, t oehe Furmansky, Dr. Nahum 

Goldmann, Professor Milton Handler, Rabbi Joseph H. Looketein, Judge Bernard A. 

Rosenblatt, Captain Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Weisgal, Reuven Zaslani. 

Jacob 1. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold 

P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro • 

STATEMENTS OF MR. :BEVIN AND THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver, in introducing the discussion on the statements by l r. Bevin 

and the President, said that the World Executive would be meeting in Jerusalem 

about November 25 and that on major issues it would have the decisive voice. 

Dr. Silver read a statement which had been issued to the press ( ovember 14th) 

by the Emergency Council in response to the statements of ?, r. Bevin and the 

President. No official information had come to us prior to the public announce

ment of the proposal for a joint Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, but on the 

basis of newspaper reports a telegr ~IJil had been sent by us to President Truman on 

October 30th. It was suggested that the telegram to Mr. Truman should be pub

lished. Also that a mimeographed or printed sheet dealing briefly dth latest 

developments should be prepared and distributed weekly or fortnightly. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that in terms of the ~evin statement the scope of 

America was limited exclusively to that of participating in the hearings and re

commendations, but that subsequent action and ultimate authority appertained to 

Britain alone. 

Captain Tulin discussed certain aspects of the Terms of Reference and 

suggested that an effort be made to clarify or to change the terms so as to 

make clear that the inquiry must be founded on the implementation of the 

established rights of the Jewish peo,;,le. He pointed out, too, that in the 

reference to consulting with Jews and Arabs the Jewish Agency, as the officially 

recognized bo~, had been by-passed and that clarification was called for also i n 

this connection. 

Dr. Weizmann stated that there was real danger that Mr. Bevin would seek 

"representative Jews" more to his liking than were the members of the Agency. 

In this connection Dr. Weizmann referred to the recent accession to the Labo~ 
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Party of Lord Rothschild and the latter's appointment as chief Labor Whip in the 
House of Lords. Mr. :Bevin had undoubtedly obtained the support of certain Jews 
for his policy and was planning on using that support. Dr. W8izmann went on to 
s~ that the notion had developed amongst non-Jews that the Jewish State was some
thing new. That was not the case. The Jewish State was the logical fulfillment 
of the National Home policy. The idea had been implanted in ~r. Bevin that what 
the Zionists were aiming at was a theocratic state. 

Dr. Weizmann inquired about the possibility of obtaining the cooperation 
of some of the non-Zionist groups in the struggle which lay ahead. 

Mr. Segal stated that by the action of the President America had associ
ated itself wit£ the betrayal of the British Government. The question, therefore, 
was how would the .American people react to this action on the part of their 
Government: 

1. We should mobilize our forces -- there should be thousands \/ 
of protests condemning and protesting the President's action. 

2. Conferences should be held with leading Democrats in as macy 
communities as possible. Republicans should also be seen. 
Action on the loan should be considered. 

3. The situation should be dramatized by protest meetings and 
closing of shops. Whether we want it or not there is going 
to be a Commission. We ma...v be able by what wo do to o.ffect 
its composition or its action. 

4. We should try to get Senators to visit the President and 
indicate to him the position in which he has placed himself. 

5. We must reintroduce the Resolution in Congress. 

Judge ~thenberg analyzed briefly certain aspects of '1le Bevin statement. 
The omission o any reference to Britai~ 1s international commitments was in
tentional and he had no doubt that Grea·i; :Britain was out to destroy the Mandate. 
He felt that for us to cooperate wi t,:1 the Committee in any w~ would be most V 
dangerous. 

Mr. Neumann agreed with Judge Rothenb~rg. The Joint Committee was a deadly 
trap whose :purpose was to enmesh America in the toils of British policy. What 
the ~ritieh wanted was for America to share the responsibility with Britain not 
vi.,_a-vis the Arabs, but vie-a-vis the Jews. We once made a mistake in parti
cipating in the London Round Table Conference with representat1 ves of the Arab 
States. It was our duty to declare that we had no confidence in this Committee L/ 
and seek to discredit it in advance. Had the American Government shown that it 
was genuinely willing to meet us, we might have had a chance, but the:re ha.cl 
been not the slightest indication of such willingness or any desire on the part 
of our Government to take us into its confidence. 

Mrs. Pool opposed any request for clarification of the Tenns of Reference. 
She urged, further, that the World E.xecu,ive be advised against acceptance of 
the proposed 1500 certificates per month. With regard to the Joint Committee, l-,
we should protest as vigorously as we know how, but once it was set up it was 
vital that we see that it obtain the right information and should, therefore, 
cooperate with it. She also suggested that Dr. Weizmann meet with representa
tives of the Jewish Labor Committee and American Jetrish Committee. 
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Professor Handler expressed himself in accord with Judge Rothenberg and ~ 
Mr. Neumann. Mr. Bevin I s chal. lenge must be met on the emotional rather than on 
the rational plane. We can only hope to move the Government by the mass pressures 
which can be generated in a democracy. Indicative of the need to educate our 
friends quickly was the fact that when Senators Taft and Wagner had been informed 
by Mr. Byrnes of the Joint Committee proposal, they had at first boen completely 
taken in by it. He suggested: 

1. A forthright attack on Bevin's statement and on the Joint V 
Committee plan. Bevin could not have indicated more clearly 
that he rejects our every position. British maneuvers during 
the last two decades and particularly during the last three 
years should be unmasked. 

2. We must bring our message to the American people. A large
scale advertising program should be undertaken. We should 
spend $1,000,000, if necessary. The Jewish people are aroused 
and would be ready to support such a program fina~cially. 

3. Newspapers ~hould be flooded with letters of protest. Column
ists, etc. should be supplied with material. 

4. Constituents should descend on their Congressmen. 

5. Congressmen should be invited to express themselves on the 
floor. 

s. A great meeting, exceeding that at Madison Square Park, 
should be held in Cent raJ. Park. 

At that meeting postcards intended for the White House should 
be distributed which: 

(a) Would protest the establishment of the Committee of Inquiry. 

(b) ~Tould demand entry of the 100,000 immediately and not after 
the deliberations of the Ccmmittee of Inquiry. 

(c) Would insist on the fulfillment of the Party platform 
declarations. 

!rs. Halprin stated that non-cooperation ~dth the Com ,ittee was a second 
step and would depend upon various factors, including the personnel of the Com
mittee and possible clarification of the Terms of Reference. We should engage 
distinguished counsel in this regard. Mrs. Halprin proposed further: 

1. That action in regard to a demonstration or a filibuster on 
the loan be followed through without del~. 

2. In addition to an Emergency Conference by the American Jmdsh 
Conference regional Conferences should also be arranged. 

3. An effective press conference should be arranged • 

~ 

Judge Levinthal, followlng up the suggestion regarding the retention of 
prominent counsel, euggeetod namos like John w. Davis, Owen Roberts and Professor 
Friedrioh to advise us. The threat of tho dissolution of the Agency must bo taken 
seriously. In this connection, he mentioned that Mr. Gillette and Mr. J • David 
Storn were leaving for London tomorrow. 
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Mrs. Epstein felt that any effort to obtain legal clarification of the 
Terms of Reference was pointless. It would be different if we could get the term 
changed. An effort should be made to rublish in book form articles on Palestine 
in the immediate future. Our advertising must be planned so that it will be read 
At the same time, Mrs. Epstein commented on the excellent advertisement published 
by the Emergency Council ( the second nLetter to Mr. Attlee"). 

Mr. Lipsky urged that the line of cleavage be drawn bet~.,een r,·r. Truman and 
Mr. Bevin. It would do us no good to show that Mr. Truman and Mr. Bevin had 
entered into partnership. The fact was that Mr. Truman had allowed himself to 
be fooled into accepting a Committee which had nothing to do with his request for 
100,000 certificates. 

Judge Rosenblatt suggested that we must be ready to set up the Jewish V 
Agency as a Government in Exile if the need arose. He reported on a conversation 
in which he had advised Senator l-foad of the significance of the ot=-:•,.ryer figures. 
O'Dwyer's net majority had been only 285,000. A swing of 200,000 votes would 
make all the 4ifference. H'3 urged that if Dr. Weizmann saw the President, it was 
essential that a representative, speaking for the 5,000,000 Jews of America, 
should accompany him. 

Mr. Furmansky agreed with the various suggestions directed towards acti
vizing the Jewish masses. Emotion calls for an outlet in action; but the leader
ship must also reason. The most effective way of attacking the Bevin statements 
was on the ground of their unfairness. It must be remembered, too, that Mr. Bevin 
is in a decidedly vulnerable position in tho British Government. Mr. Furmansky 
urged that we conduct our campaign against the wa:y in which the Committee has bee· 
presented, but that wo must not develop a psychology of a.voiding traps, otherwise 
we might prepare a tro.p for ourselves and find ourselves isolated. On the qucs- y 
tion of cooperation or non-cooperation, the decision should be made later; other
wise, in two months we m~ fina. that we have to revise our attitude. Our most 
potent, political argument today is illegal immigration and that Je •s are ready 
to risk being killed in going to Palestine. 

Dr. :Bernstein agreed that 11e should reject • the Committee. 
that our reasons be presented to the .American people in a manner 
contained in the letter on the Roosevelt-Ibn Saud correspondence. 
emergency session of the American Jewish Conference. 

He sugeested 
similar to that 

He urged an 

v 

Dr. Goldstein urged t 1at coopera t ion fith the Joint Committee should not v 
be approved unless after acceptance of the President's request for the admission 
of 100,000. The Resolution in Congress should be pressed within the coming few 
weeks. He believed that chances of its passage within the next few days ,ere 
poor. In reply to Mr. Bevin's distinction between Jews and Zionists we should 
bring out the character of American Jewish opinion as reflected in the Roper 
poll. 

Dr. Silver agreed that a distinction should be made between the part 
played by Mr. TrumE\..n and that by Mr. Bevin. Mr. Truman had been greatly moved 
by the Harrison Report and his let t er to Mr. Attlee had been a fine, human 
document. Our attack on Mr. Truman should be for his retreat on his request. 
We must warn him not to accept a Committee in the place of action. Mr. Bevin, 
on the other hand, was t eying to liquidate the Jewish National Home and we shoula. 
undertake an all-out fight against that policy. This should be signalized by 
the resignation forthwith of Dr. Weizmann. Discussion of the Terms of Beference 
is useless, for if the factor preventing the grant of tho 100,000 certificates 
is Arab irritation, how can that factor be overcome if our demands in regard to 
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the Jewish National Home are to be granted? We must make it clear that we will 
reject the Committee and will not be bound by any deci sion. If we are ready to 
take that line we can proceed effectively with our protests. If not, our protent '"' 
are invalid. 

Dr. Silver reported on developments in connection with the Palestine 
Resolution. A long meeting had taken place that day of the Foreign Relations 
Committee. Senator Connally, who had previously stated that no objecti ons would 
be raised, now cBIDe forward with the objection that the Presiaent did no t wish 
his hands to be tied. Senator Barkley had taken exception to this statement, 
though he hud agreed that it might be better to hold up the Resolution until 
Mr. Attlee had left. The q_UF~ stion of the joint Anglo-American Cormnittee had 
come up for long discussion. Some of the Senators wanted a new "whereas" clause 
introduced which would make reference to the appointment of the Joint Committee. 
Senator Green also object to the wording of the concluding phrase and wished to 
eliminate the word "they" (the Jews) in connection with the establishment of 
Palestine as a free and independent Commonwealth. An acrimonious interchange 
had apparently taken place betueen Wagner and Connally. Barkley had been very 
helpful. The members of the Foreign Relations Committee finally decided to appoirli 
a. Sub-Committee of five. 

1. To see Mr. Byrnes. 

2. To redraft the Resolution to include the new clause referring 
to the Joint Committee. 

• '!'he Resolution would be taken up again the following Mondey. 

• 

Judge Rothenberg pointed out with regard to the proposal for Dr. Weizmann's 
resignation, that that resignation might offer Mr. Bevin the pretext he was look
ing for to dissolve the Agency. 

Professor Handler said that the Secretary of State would probably try to 
get the Sub-Committee to defer action in view of the setting up of the Joint 
Committee of Inquiry. We should therefore seek to brief the members of the Sub
Committee without deley. 

Dr. Wise agreed w1 th Dr. Silver I s analysis. The President had made an 
important proposal and it is still pos sible to insist on his carrying it out. · 
He took courage from the spirit of the meeting and the fact thnt we were one 
in the detennination to resist the criminal betra.yal of the British Government. 

The me eting adjourned at 11: 00 P.M. 

A. L • 
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.AMEltICAN ZIONIST naRGENCY COUNCIL 

MINtJTES OF MZETING OF IXEOUTIVE COMMITTEE 

November 26, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 67 

A epecial meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Mondq, November 26th, at 9:15 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESINT 

Dr. Stephens. Wiae (presiding), Pinchas Crueo, Dr. Iarael Goldstein, 
Mrs. Rose Y. Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Lou.is Segal, 
David Wertheim, Babbi Se11Dour M. Zambrowsky. 

Mn. David de Sola Pool, Captain Abraham Tulin, Reuven Zaslani. 

Dr. r. !. !erkson, Arnold X. Iereeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Harey L. Shapiro, Abeaham Tuvim. 

CONGDSSIONAL RESOLUTION 

Dr. Neumann reported on the etatu1 of the resolution now before the 1oreign 
Relations Committee. Our committee - consisting of Mr. Gellman, Mrs. Hal~rin, 
Mr. Wertheim and himaelf - had been in Washington that dq (November 26th) in order 
to be on hand in the event that any question might arise at the scheduled meeting 
of the l'oreign Relations aub-commi ttee on the wording of an alternative phrasing 
of the Resolution, and eepectall.7 if it became necessaey to indicate where to dra.v 
the line at which we would prefer that no resolution be adopted. The sub-committee 
had met briefly on November 24th and had decided to take no action until Monday 
(November 26th). Todq the sub-committee again failed to repcrt. Senator Guffey, 
whom our committee later saw, atated that he had moved to report out of Committee 
\he reeolution as 1ubmitted in the Wagne?\-Taft phraaing, whereupon Senator Connally 
■aid hie motion was out of order on the ground that there was a eul>-committee which 
had first to report and was not yet through. A diacus1ion then onaued in Committee, 
4ur1ng which it appeared. as our repre13entatives learned from another source, that 
the aub-commi ttee member• claimed to have spoken w1 th President Truman that aame 
morning and that he had conveyed to them his feeling that since negotiations were 
■till in procea1 w1 th the liri tiah Government on certain phaaee of the Joint Com
mittee of Inquiey now being constituted, including the matter of a time limit, no 
action on the resolution should be taken at the moment. 

After Senator Connally had inaisted that the sub-committee be giTen a tew 
more dqe in which to bring in their report, it was decided to postpone action 
until Mondq, December 3rd, at which time the aub-commlttee is to report on what 
aclion is to be taken. 

Our committee learned. too, that Secretary lyrnea had offered substantially 
the aame opinion a• President Truman when he appeared before the sub-committee • 

When our repreaentatiTes spoke sub1equentl7 with Senator Taft, he agreed tha1 
thls peetponement and. the reaaoa advanced therefor was 1impl7 a matter of stalling 
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, He could not understand what the matter of a time limit (a suggestion of 120 d8¥'s by 
the American Government) had to do with the phrasing of the Resolution • 

Dr. Neumann stated that our representatives felt that nothing is likely to 
happen next Monday, either. While it is now urged that the resolution be postponed 
uatil after the Anglo-American Committee has actually been a~pointed, once such 
committee has been constituted, the President and Secretary of State will undoubtedly 
advance the further argument that tho Congressional Resolution should first await 
the results of the Committee of Inquiry. 

~o Administration's tactics were clear. Having accepted this Joint Con:
mittee of Inquiry, which is in itself a stalling device, the Ad.ministration, especi
ally at the instigation of ~ritain, would not want Congress to adopt any resolution 
at all. 

The •situation with which our representatives had had to deal in Washington 
revolved about the amended draft, now before the sub-committee, which Senators Taft 
and Wagner had accepted. The sub-committee has been considering various amendments 
to water down and weaken that draft. As far as we are concerned, one or two of 
these amendments mrq be acceptable to us provided the essential point of the resolu
tion is kept. To consider the revisions in detail: 

1. Commendation of President for his action in requesting 100,000 certi
ficates and his cooperation in the establishment of the Joint Committee of Inquiry. 
This was originally included in the WHEREAS clause but is now to be insei;ed in the 
RESOLTID clause • 

In view of the fact that there is insistence on the inclusion of a commenda
tion of the President's action (which, according to Senator Connally constitutes a 
test of confidence in President Truman) our representatives felt that it would be 
very difficult to omit roferonce to tho Joint Committee. However, if the Resolution 
will go on to include the other points we want, tho Resolution might still be 
acceptable as constituting the basic policy upon which th~ American members of the 
Committoo must operate a.nd as being in the nature of apolitical and moral directive. 

2. "l'eaceful offices" was substituted for the original "good offices. 11 

Dr. Neumann had suggested to Senator Taft as a substitute "that the United States 
shall use its good offices with the Mnndatory Power." This change clearly indicates 
that what 1s meant is diplomatic pressure only. 

3. 11Absorpt1 ve ca.paci ty" -- 11 to the end that the doors of Pnl.estine shall 
be opened for free entry of Jews into that country to the fullest extent of its 
abetrptive capaci ty. 11 The term "absorptive capaci ty 11 would make the amendJilent 
unacceptable. 

Senators Taft and Wo.gner 8€reed that the phrase "absorptive capacity" is 
una.ccept able. 

4. 11 • ••••• so that Palestine mey be reconstituted •.• " to replace the original 
11 and there shall be full opportunity for colonization so that they may reconstitute 
Palestine •.•••• " 

With regard to point (l), Mrs. Halprin stated that it would be difficult to 
attack this point as it was hardly possible that the Senate Committee would leave 
out all reference to tho Committee of Inquiry. What we might do, however, is to 
seek to change the phraseology. The commendation might be of President Truman's 
interest in ceneral terms. 
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Dre Wiae felt that inclusion of commendation of President ir1:iman 1s action 
with regard to the Committee of Inqui1"1 was very harmful. Dr. Neumann shared this 
opinion but pointed out that it would be difficult to get such of the Democratic 
senators who are our friends to omit reference to the President's action. 

There was discussion also of the inclusion of the reference to "absorptive 
capa.cit7," The omission of the word "they" (the Jews) in connection with the 
establishment of the independent state was held vital. 

The general question was then posed whether, assuming that the policy of 
the Administration is to postpone the whole issue, we should decide at thia point 
to write off the Resolution: otherwise we must at once bring as much pressure to 
beu as we can to put it through. It was a&reed that we must follow the latter 
policy and a discussion ensued on the form our action should take. 

Among various proposals advanced were: (1) That communities throughout 
the country approach their senators directly and by telephone and telegram. 
(2) That we initiate a straw vote among the Republican senators who should be 
asked to indicate their approval of a Resolution, thereby making clear responsi
bility for its failure, should it finally fail. (3) We should contact the new 
National Commander of the Jewish War Veterans with a view to a march of veterans 
on Washington. 

The diacussion was summarized as follows: 

1. It is clear that the Administration is stalling because it does not 
favor passage of the Resolution • 

2. There is alight chance for its succoss in view of the opposition of 
the Administration and the obstructionist tactics being employed. 

3. It is nevertheless essential to wage the strongoet fight possible. 

4. Apart from all the methods suggested for a vigorous campaign in rela
tion to senators and political leaders, tho preas must be utiliEed widely in this 
cmnpaign. Our onl7 hope of budging the Administration is by making them realize 
that the stworm will tux-n" at some point. Thoy must be mado to realize tho resent
ment of the Jewish masses and the facts ~uat be revealed to our people throU&h 
the press. The full sto17 must be given - that the Resolution was re-introduced 
with the aPl)roval of the President and the Secretary: \hat they had reversed 
themselves: that its stoppage marks the first fruit of the Joint Anglo-American 
Committee, etc. This can be done sldlfully through friendly correspondents in 
Washington. 

Clllm.lNT SITUATION IN PALESTINE 

Mr. Zaslani pointed out that we muat get accustomed to the idea that in 
Palestine a physical fight has beg\ln over two main iasues: (l) Immigration; 
(2) Jewieh right to self-defense. In view of this, the morale of the Yishub 
requirea the aolidarit7 of the Jews in America. It ia essential for us to let 
the Jewe in Palestine know that we in America meant what we said in the ma.es 
demonstration• which ve ataced • 

He enumerated the following concrete w~a whereby we could convey to the 
ftlhub the knowledge that we 1tand behind them in this struggle: 

1. The post office, in Palestine should be flooded with cablos frtm 
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America -- cables addressed to Shefayim, Givat Oha.yim, Rishpon, Hogla and to the 
Vaad Leumi -- expressing our solidarity with the Yishub. These cables should come 
from the heads of the organizatio~s here as well as frcm their constituencies. 

2. Statoments should be released to the press reporting that thes~ cables 
have been sent. In this connection he suggested that the Yiddish press could be 
!'!lore effective than the English papers. 

, 3. If possible, we should have war veterans, who have been eye witnesses 
to the incidents in Europe, send letters to the proper sources in Washington making 
inquiry as to what procedure they must follow in order to enlist and go to Pales
tine. 

4. Other bodies would no doubt consider plans for picketing the British 
Consuls and Embassies. 

BERGEN-BELSEN INC !DENT 

Mr. Zaslani explained that the story on the action taken by the British 
military authorities at Bergen-Belsen which came out today, ten dnys after the 
incident occurred, is very serious. It represents a warning to the Jews in 
European camps to be careful of what they s~ with regard to the Palestine question. 
This shameful occurrence, he felt, should be explained and tied up with what the 
Jews are fighting for. 

DR. WEIZMANN IN WASHINGTON 

Dr. Wise reported that Dr. Weizmann was contemplating a week 1s visit in 
Washington, but had not yet made definite commitments as to whom he was going to 
see there. Following discussion, Dr. Wise suggested that a committee of the 
Council confer with Dr. Weizmann and convey to him our point of view as to whom 
it would be most advisable to see in the light of present developments. 

It was the sense of the meeting that this reconnnendation be accepted and 
that such a committee be appointed. Dr, Wise appointed Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Neumann, 
Mr. Wertheim and Rabbi Zambrowsky to constitute a committeo which is to meet with 
Dr. Weizmann at his convenienco and p~esent to him for consideration our views ae 
to ~bich contacts in Washington would best serve our cause in the present situation. 
Many suggestions were made during the discussion which ensued bearing on this and 
related matters. Somo felt that Dr. Weizmann should see President Truman and that 
Dr. Wise should speak with Secretary Byrnes. Othors, on the other hand, felt that 
Dr. Wise, accompanied by one or two members of tho Council, should see Mr. Truman. 

Rabbi Zambrowsky reported that in a conversation with Mr. Rocenheim, of 
Agudas Israel. Secretary Byrnes had told him, in confidence, that he h~d pity for 
those who build up illusions about the possibility of a Jewish Stato. 

He advanced for consideration the thought that it might be advisable to 
invite Chief Rabbi Herzog, who is now on his way to Europe from Palestine. to come 
to .America for political purposes. 

Mr. Segal reported that at a meeting of the Poale Zion the following pro
posals were recommended, in addition to those discussed by us. (l) Ask the CIO 
and AFL leaders to arrango a ten-minute stoppage of work as an expression of tho 
solidarity of American labor with tho Jowish peoplo and the Yishu~; (2) Call upon 
1:Jie Jews in Amorica to apply for visas to Palestine so that tho State Dopartmont 
moy know that there arc thousands of people in America who are willing to go to 
Palestine, to livo or be killed there. 

Following a reference to, and briof discussion of, the possible memborship 
of tho Joint Committoe of Inqui17, the meeting adjourned at midnight. 
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CONFIDENTI.AL NO. 69 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECurIVE COMIUTTEE 

December 7, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Friday, December 7, at 9:00 A.M., at 34:2 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, 
Mrs. Judith G. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 1 rs. Rcse Halprin, 
Rabbi Hax Kirshblwn, Judge Louis Eo Levinthal, Dr. Emanuel Ne11mann, Louis Segal, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Philips. Bernstein, Judge Bernard A. Resenblatt, Captain Abraham 
Tulin. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold 
P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. • 

LETTER OF MR. VAN PAASSEN TO "NEW YORK POST" 

It was agreed that the present status of the action pending between 
Mr. Van Paassen and the Emergency Committee to Rescue the Jews of Europe be 
ascertained: also that a personal letter be written to Mr. Van Paassen repudiat
ing the statements contained in his letter to the "New York Post." 

JOINT ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE CJ INQUIRY 

Mrs. Epstein reported that Had.assah had given a good deal of consideration 
to the question of Zionist participation in the work of the Cozmnittee of Inquiry 
since Mr. Bevin's statement had been issued. It was the opinion of the great 
majority of the Hadassah Board that it was not in our best interests to boycott 
the Committee. It wcw.4make a very bad impreesion on the American public since 
they were not aware of all the factors involved and it would seem to them as if 
we were afraid to present the full facts to the Committee. Mrs. Epstein referred 
to Dr. Silver's public statement at the Atlantic City convention that he would 
oppose participation in the work of the Committee of Inquiry. In the light of 
that statement and of Hadassah 1s otm opinion on the subject, her Board had felt 
it necessary to convey to Dr. Silver and to the other members of the Executive 
who were going from America to the meeting in Jerusalom, Hadassah' s point of \ 
view. A minority opinion en the Board was represented in the Executive Com
mittee of the Council by Mrs. Shulman. 

Mr. Wertheim stated that the Poale Zion had also co~ to the conclusion 
that a boycott would be a very dangerous pr~cedure and they had decided to 
inform the Central Committ e of the Peale Zion in Jerusalem of thoir views. 

Dr. Berkson said that while it was clear that the cards wore stacked 
against us and we should state publicly our objections to the Committee and 
our feeling that it was intended as a means of discrediting the Zionist cause, 
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the fact,nevertheless, remained that we would, in his view, not be able to avoid 
giving testimony. We must therefore use the occasion to present the strongest case 
possible as a means of appealing to public opinion. 

Mrs. Shulman felt that the Committee should be boycotted and that we should 
carey our case straight to the public. 

Mr. Cruso expressed his support of the view of Mr. Wertheim and Mrs. Epstein. 

Mr. l3ublick said that nothing was to be gained by testifying. He felt that 
the statements issued by Mr. Bevin and Mr. Truman precluded any chance of our 
obtaining anything from the Committee. He uige.d that a recommendation to this 
effect be sent to Palestine. 

Mrs. Halprin remarked that among the Arabs, too, there as a division of 
opinion with regard to participation. In supnorting the majority point of view 
of Hadassah, she urged that there should not be an attack on the membership of the 
Committee, but on the principles upon which the Inquiry was based. 

Mr. Segal said that we hate the Committee and do not want it. ]ut the fact 
was that it was there and its findings might have an affect upon our fate. Our 
testimony would represent a public statement of our case so that people the world 
over would know what that case was. 

Mr. Gellman said that no official position had been taken by the American 
Mizrachi Organization with regnrd to participation, but coming as he had recently 
from Palestine he coulc. say that they were sick and tired there of compromises. 

Dr. Goldstein said that he saw no point in the discussion if Poale Zion and 
Hadassah had already come to the meeting bound by the decisions of their orgoniza
tions. 

Mrs. Epstein indicated that the Hadassah members of the Council were not 
bound and that one of them differed in her opinion from her colleagues. 

Rabbi Xirehblum felt that it might be unwise for us to adopt any recommenda,
tion, for if it turned out that our view was in conflict with what the Executive 
in Jerusalem were to decide, the decision of the Executive would to that extent 
be weakened. 

After further discussion, it was agreed that an opportunity be given to the 
z.o.A. members on the Executive Committee to consider the question so far as their 
group is concerned, and to take it up again at a meeting the following Monday, 
December 10th. 

CONGXS:SSIONAL RESOLUTION 

Captain Tulin reported that Mrs. Epstein and he had gone down to Washington 
on two occasions since the last meeting to keep in touch ,1th developments on the 
Resolution. On the second occasion Dro lfo,lr!lann had also taken pa.rt. They had had 
before them the draft which was to be presented by Senator Groen on behalf of the 
Sub-Committeo. 

Captain Tulin had first spoken to S2nr.to~i:- Taft and had indicated to him our 
objections to the various points. At the ~inning, Senator Taft had remarked that 
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he felt that wo were being too technical. Eut he saw the points iJ'!lIIlediately when 
they were explained to him: 

(a) As regards the inclusion of the commendation of the President, 
he said that what had happene:d was that the President had 
suggested to Mr. Attlee that the 100,000 be admitted on the 
basis of certain facts • . The British said that the facts were 
otherwise. Under those circ,~~stances. it appeared reasonable 
to appoint a Colm'1ittee of Inquiry . . He felt that it would be 
impossible to elioinate this reference. 

(b) The use of the term "peaceful" offices was regarded as imper~ 
tive by Senator Vandenberg. 

(c) Senator Taft agreed with our ctlticism of the phrase "to the 
greatest feasible extent" in connection with Jewish immigration. 
He would urge a change along the lines suggested by us • . 

(d) He also agreed with the criticism of the concluding phraise with 
regard to the establishment of a Jewish Home and accepted our 
own wording. 

Senators Tunnell and Wagner have also been seen. Dr •. Akzin and Mr. Sack had 
discussed the matter at length with So!lf!~ur Wagner and had also taken the occasion 
to communicate with Senators Mead and :i,J.~:~1ey. Senator Wagner subsequently informed 
us that the Sub-Committee would take '.,he ,-;,.?.tter up again and that Senators Wagner 
and Taft would be given the opportunity of appearing at that meeting. 

Dr. Wise had also been in Washing~on and had seen Senators Connally, Green, 
Austin and Wagner. 

Dr~ Neumann also reported on his visit to Washington.. He remarked that when 
he was there on Wednesday, he had found the atnosphere poisoned by the statements 
of David Stern and Lessing Rosenwald in connection with their meetings with the 
President. l3y way of counter action, a stat8l'!lent was drafted for Senators Taft 
and Wagner dealing with the question of the Jewish State, which ho.d been delivered 
to the White House on Thuradq and which would be issued by the Senators to tho 
press for publication on Saturday. The stater.1ent was read and received the arm 
approval of the Executive Comnittee. 

The Senate Sub-C0Mr.1ittee had not met owing to the desire of most of the 
members to be present at the testi~ony before the Foreign Relations Committee of 
General Hurley. The Sub-Committee would neet on tho following Monday or Tuesd~, 
when our representatives would again have to be in attendance. 

A prolonged diacussion followed on the wording of the reviaed draft Resolution 
as approved at the previous meeting of the Executive Comrni ttee. An alternative 
fonnula, should the need arise for a substitute for the concluding sentences, was 
accepted as follows: 

ftSo that they rn~ freely proceed with the upbuilding of Palestine 
as the Jewish National Home and establish it as a dernoa~atic 
001:1monweal th in which all men m~ have equal rights." 
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SUGGEITED 11:SILL OF INDICTMENT" 

Mr. Segal referred to a conversation he had had with Mr. George Blakeley. 
Mr. Segal suggested that we should establish a committee of distinguished lawyers 
who should prepare, on a drar.iatic scalG, a Bill of Indictment against England for 
it• Palestine policy• It was agreel1. t11at Captain Tulin, Judge Rothenberg and 
Judge Rosenblatt should look into tl1i s suggestion. 

PHELPS ADAMS ARTICLE IN THE "NEW YORK SUN" 

Mrs. Epstein referred to an article which had appeared in the "New York Sun" 
by Mr. Phelps Adams, which discussed "The Jewish Vote, 11 anp. reported alleged ste.te
ments of Zionist representatives. She felt that the line there adopted was most 
unwise since the general public did not understand all the nuances anu would nie
interpret that kind of approach which was, in fact, a gift to the Council for 
Judaism. 

Judge Rosenblatt expressed himself in full agree~ent with Mrs. Epstein as 
did Mrs. Halprin. 

A contrary point of vie i was offered by Mr. Wertheim and Dr. Neumann. 

It was finally decided to discuss the matter further at a subsequent meeting • 

ARTICLES IN "LIFE" MAGAZINE AND IN 11 Tlm !V\TION" 

It was agreed that an appropriate reply be prepared to the article which 
appeared in the current issue of "Life" magazine and. also that the Local Emergency 
Councils be invited to send protests against misleading statements of fact and 
misinterpretations contatned in the article. 

Dr. Berkson el.so referred to the article by I. F. Stone in 1The Nation," 
supporting a bi-nationalist solution, which called for an analysis and a reply. 

MEETING OF DR. WEI Zl~N WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

A very brief report was given by Dr. Wise on this meeting, and it was agreed 
that Dr. Weizmann should be invited to attend the next meeting of the Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 P.M. 

A.L • 



• 

• 

• 

CONFIDENT I.AL x'·o. 70 

.AMERICAN ZIO 1ST :EMERGENCY CO OIL 

INUTES OF , ·EETI .,.G OF EXECUTIVE Cm/ ITTEZ 

December 10, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist :Emergency Council was held onday, Decewber 10, 9.t 12 . , ~t 342 '!.3.dison .A.venue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Ged~lia Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Kir hblum, Dr. linanuel eur.iann, Judge .Jorfi3 Rothenberg, Mrs. Hennan Shulrnah. D3.vid ·.1ertheim. 

liabbi Philips. Bernstein, Elia.hu Epstein, I.L. Ke en, Joneph Linton, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookste in, iiiss Dvora Roth bard, Capt a in · br3.hBm Tulin, eyer ieisgal. 

Dr. I.B. Berkson, Gerold rrank, Arnold K. I reeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. .anson, Harry L. Shapiro 

co GRESSIOTAL RESOLUTION 

Dr. Neumann reported tha t the Sub-Comcittee of the Foreign Relation3 Committee, which is meeting tcmorro , Dec ·mbe r 11, 194!\ ha agreed upon the text of the Resolution wnich we have sub:ii t t ed. Se ato r v ':'agner 'J.nd aft arc meetin~ with the Gub-Committee tcmorro1:1, !- d the ub--C .. mittee h9.d a l o invited the sponsors of the Resolutio of the )l.1ericim Le46--ue, Sm ato rs obey md l yerv. Representatives of the Council vmuld have to be in a i gtcn toc,o rror, to be in touc Viith the situation. 

Dr. euma.nn further reported that Jud e Levint:ial had had a t alk ··dth Senator yer3 and had succeeded in obtaining hiss pport for our Resolution on the ground that it i7as better th::.n t· at introduced b ~1im3elf. J dee Levi thal i prepared to be in 7ashington tomorrow, ~1d it is hid~y i port~ t that .e see Senator ? yers before le att ends th r:ieeti • It ,;,;as ir.1portant too that enator. Tobey al o be ron over to our s ide. Judge Leviath9.l !1ad , lso met ·. ith ~r. David Stern, , o seems befuddled on the entire q1estio. He i priuarily 1r.terested i the adrni ,.s i on of 100,000 t'fe77a into P ale ... til e. Judgo Levi tha.l felt that if we could afford :.:r. Stern none opPortu ity f r being ctive u der our ausp ices, e would. be ready to ... ork 1.1it us. 

. Mr. L1nton stated th" t Dr. \7eizt!la.nn had h!l.d a lrmg talk . ith 1r. Stern. ile Mr. Stern is vecy anxioua to m~ke a contribution to Je isn efforts, he i,.. ,,t well acquainted vlith the problem. Dr. ~7eiznann had invited him to cor.ie to ew York to visit ·7ith hio. 

JOI T .ANGLO-AMERIC CO-. ITTEE OF I: )UIRY 

A discussion ensued regardin~ t :e following □en appointed to tho Committee: 
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AMERICAN 

Judge Joseph Hutcheson, Houston, Texas, Chainnan 
Frank Buxton - Boston Herald 
James G. MacDonald - Foreign Policy Association 
Oliver Max Gardner - Former Governor of orth Carolina 
William Phillips - Fonner Junbassa.dor to India. and Italy 
Frank .A.ydelotte - Fonner President of Swarthmore and at 

present head of t 1e School of .Advanced ~tudie 

DRITISH 

Sir John Singleton, High Court Judge, Chairman 
\ilfred P. Crick - Economic dvisor to .id.land Bank 
Richard H.S. Crossman, l{.P. 
Lord orrison 
Sir Frederic Legget t, Under Secret _ry in Labor Mini try 
Major Rebinald E. Mannin~rimn-:Buller, i.P. 

Mr. Bublick advised tha.t Mi zrachi had definitely decided against co
operation, includin{; testifying before the Oor~mi ttee. 

Dr. Neumann s \ated that at a n eeti L> of Z.C.A. representative3 orl the 
C uncil, the consensus of t1 e majority •, as against recognizing the C r..mittee 
or co opera.ting wi. th it. Five members of the z. O.A. opposed appea.rin .. before 
the Committee - Ju.de:,e Rothenberg, Mr. Frisch, Dr. Meumann, Rabbi Miller and 
Rabbi Feuer (the two l a3t n ae d r ecordin6 tlei r votes i n absentia). Dr. 
Gold tein ad not tbken a defi ite positio • Judge Levir~t,hal t·_oug.ht we 
should testify, but· did not t li k it \'tise to s nd any advice o t'1c r;:atte r to 
the iorld Executive. tr. Tuli ad also been pre ent and spok in f:wor of 
present ing our case to the Committee. 

Mrs. Shulmm stated that Had~~sah felt very ztrongly that we s ould co
operate with the Cor.lI!littec unless mi.ch names were r.1 ntiorled as muld 1;flk it 
impossible to cooperate . Mrs. Shul.r.:l- also stated that Hadas'"'ah as in favor 
of the ]}nergency Council advising the~ rld Executiv to cooperat wit: the 
Committee. 

Jud_ge Rothenberg :;t:1ted that previous experienc ':':ith Cor.-ir~i s"'ior~ f Ing_uiry 
showed tliat wl ile they nay have b~cn fuvorabl at the be -~inninb , i n th r sult 
they al w9.ys turned out adversely. As cone -> tl1. Je ri can m . bers cf the 
present Cor.'mittee, he a"'rnim d tl at t .... ey would appro ac 1 tLe subject irJpartially; 
however~ h doubted \7J.1~ther th) Briti h I!le1.1bers ~ould do so since they have been 

elect ea. and influenced. by r. Bevin w 10 has already prejud ed t he r emil t of the 
findings of t e Coor..11 t tee, and who is • o s tile towards us and de,,i rous of li
quidating Zionism. Regardless of h~t p sition the 1orld Executive take on 
the q_ue,..tion of appearing before the Cor: ittee, Jud e Rotl enberg feel"' thCLt 
American Zioniwru should a dopt a i f;hly critical atti tudc towards the Corr.al ttee, 
and that we Ghould i cdiately gi vo notice to t e world t at we m.11 be ready 
to challenge any adverse decision ~1ich may be made. This would not foreclose 
the poGsibility of our presenting our facts. 

Dr. 1i~e stated that incc r. Eliezer Ka.plan is expected here within 
the n xt few days, it would be wise to wait until we ave his report before 
taking any vote on the matter of cooperation with the Coronittee. 
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Dr. Goldstein moved that we make no recommendation to the Executive . 
After discussion, in the course of which Dr. Philip Bernstein moved as an 
amendment that action be deferred until the next meeting, by which time we 
might have more information. Dr. Wise stated that it was the consensus of 
opinion th~t no action be taken at this time to make any recoMmendation to 
the Executive. 

A statement was read, TThich had been prepared in the form of a telegram 
to be sent to the President, in connection ~ith the announcement of the nember
ship of the Joint Committee. 

It was ~uggested that the form be changed to~ considerably shorter state
ment with an annex listing the various C~rnmissions and Inquiries thr u hout the 
yea~a. We should also suggest that Palestine, for its size, is the most in
vesligated territory in the world, It has h~d thirteen different ina iries 
since the Balfour Declar~tion. rre should reiterate our objections to thn whole 
procedure and. our conviction that its underlying purpose was to liquidate the 
Jewish National Home . 11 It was not an inquiry but an execution.'' 

It was agreed ~hat a revised statement be prepared and issued. 

CONGRJ!jSSION.AL MSOLUTION ( DISCUSSION RESliMED) 

It was urged that the strongest possible effort to obtain passage of 
the Resolution through Congress must now e made. In this connecti n referenee 
was made to an approach by one of our friends to Governor Dewey •,-,ho was 
~-pparently anxious to be helpful. 

A number of other sug esticns for Rction were offered, incl din a re
newed campaign of telegrrons and letters fron all ovor the country to members 
of the Foreign Relations Committee, 

Doubt was expressed, howe~rer, on the basis of information received from 
Mr. Edward Kaufman, if such telegrams were very effective at the rnonent . 

L.<rs. Shulman. on the basis of Hadassah' s exporionce, and t, r. Shapiro 
added that this technique had for the tine bein~ r o-:tchcd saturation and that 
there was resistance frori the co□muni ties to a rene,1ed tolegr::un cr11Dpai • 

It was suggested, ho~evor, that co~ 1unications fro~ persons of im
portance mi ht be very effective. 

FUNDS 

The matter of funds is to be tn.ken up at tho next neeting. 

ARTICLE IN "LIFE" HAG ZINE 

Mrs.- Shulr.lan stated that Hadassah w~s very much concerned about the publi
city bein eiven to the question of encouragin inI'ligrrttion to Palestine from 
America~ She referreo to the nruiner in Jhich this h.R.d boen distorted in the 
editorial in "Life. 11 It was creating an is"'ue which was providing an unition 
for our ene!!lies. The ttatter should be discussod 'iii th Dr. Vleizr.1ann in view of 
his forthcoming address to Hechalutz. 

Dr. :Vise statod that the r.iA.tter would bn dis,.. 1'r1sed at the next mooting. 

The meeting !ldjourned at 2:50 P.M. 
A.,L. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 28 

AMERICAN ZIONIST E~RGENCY COUNCIL 

MINt11'ES OF M!ETING HELD DECEMBER 24, l 945 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergenc7 Council was held Hondey, 
December 24th, at 8:15 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City, 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Pinchas Crueo, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Jacob Fishman, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, 
Mrs. David Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Rabbi I. M. 
Kowalsky, J·J.dge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving Miller, Emanuel 
Neumann, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Bernard Rosenblatt, Miss Dvora Rothbard, 
:-tru. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Robert Szold, Numa Torczyner, Abraham Tulin. 

Eliezer Kaplan, Joseph Linton, Meyer lf. Weisgal, Reuven Zaslani. 

Dr. ~enjamin Akzin, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, A. K. Israeli, William 
Kaufman, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Harry Steinberg, 
A ? Tuvim • 

Mrs. Chava Cohen, Moses P. Epstein, Mendel Fisher, M. z. Frank, Yale 
G~ldberg, Dr. Leo Herman, Isaiah L. Kenen, Samuel Kirstein, Miss Jeannette Leibel, 
Dro Ludwig Lewisohn, Marvin Lowenthal, I. Naiditch, Dr. M. Rosenbluth, Dr. Lou.is 
Schweifel, Charles She1111an, Dr. Arieh Tartakower, Dr. Michael Traub, Mrs. Stephen 
s. Wise, Yona Yanai. 

DR. SILVER'S REPORT ON HIS VISIT IN PALESTINE 

There are many things that I would liked to have said and many impressions 
I would have liked to share, but it 13 impossible to convey all this at the 
present time. I will touch on the high spots of the visit and report on the work 
of the Executive of the Jewish Agency and of the Actions Committee. 

I hope that Mr. Lipsky will supplement a little later some of the things 
I have to say. 

This visit of mine follows a long period of eight years since I was in 
Palestine last. I was in Pal.ea tine in 1919, shortly after the first l1orld War 
and in 1928, 1933 and 1938. The first thing which impreased itself upon me in 
the hasty tour I made is the remarkable progress that has been made and which 
is apparent on all sides. The country has developed amazingly, and one has the 
feeling that it is a very modern country, especially as one pnsses from North 
Africa and Egypt into Palestine. The progress and modernization is reflected, 
also, in the life and status of the Arabs in Palestine 'lhich is in sharp contrast 
to the situation of Arabs in a city like Cairo. In Cairo, when you step from 
the main avenue into the Arab quarter you go right into the Fifteenth Century 
from the Twentieth Century. The rudimentary life is al.moat shocking - the squalor, 
fil .th and poverty. In Palestine, the Arab has reached a remarkable point of 
development in contrast to his fellow Arabs in other countries. 
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I was greatly impressed with the tempo of life in Palestine. It is an 
American tempo. You get a sense of eagerness and alertness. The country seems 
to be poised for remarkable advance, and all the plans and projects and energies 
which were pent up during the years of war are ready to be unleashed - gro{)_t 
projec~s - industry. commerce, trade and development of the country. Once tho 
political restrictions are removed, and the strait-jacket of the sterling bloc, 
they will be ready to "go places" in a big way. 

I was pleasantly surprised in that I found the country far more nonnal than 
I had expected on the basis of what we had been reading in the press. Life moves 
on q_ui te normally. You can travel through the country without any convoys. There 
were no curfews, apart from that in the North for a short period of time. Public 

~etings are held; concerts and amusements continue nonnally; the Palestinian press 
J. s "!'ery active and very outspoken, and I was sun,rised at the latitude given to 
:·.he press when 1 t seemed to step hard on the toes of the Mandatory Po,·rer. 

While there are not very many points of contact betweon the Jews and the 
Lr abs in Palestine, there are also not many points of conflict. Since my stay 
·"as very crie:f!', I can only g1 ve you such conclusions as I have drawn. The division 
te,day is not primarily one between Jews ano. Arabs. They have reached a point of 
cic;uili brium of struggle. The Arab of Palestine no longer regards it to his 
r,ovantage to struggle with the Jews of Palestine because he knows the Je,·rs will 
·-.~ca full care of themselves. The Arab has no pity for the weak, but he has 
n :spect for the strong. The anti-Jewish rioting of recent weeks significantly 
i•as the work of non-Palestinian Arabs outside of Palestine, in Egypt, Tripoli, 
~tc~ In Palestine the division is definitely between the Mandatory Power and 
t~e Jews of Palestine. and revolves around the continuation of the restrictive 
laws of the lihi te Paper. All the clashes have been between the Jews of Palestine 
and the Military Police. The serious clash which resulted i.n the death of eight 
Jews and in the wounding of scores is directly traceable to Aliyah Bot, and there 
is likely to be more bloodshed in this connection in Palestine. The country is 
full of British troops. You cannot travel a highway in Palestine when you will 
not come upon armored truckloads of troops and tanks and men manning heavy tank 
guns. The roads are full of them. There are certainly far more troops in Palos
tine todS¥ than is requiri3d to maintain law and order in the country, The British 
have established any number of arsenals and miniature fortresses bll over the 
country. It is clear that Great Britain intends to mako all of Palestine an 
important military base - for reasons which have nothing to do with the Je~Arab 
problem in Palestine. The general feeling is that British military forces will 
soon have to vacate Egypt and Syria, and will need some base to reinforce their 
position in the Middle East. Britain's argument la nevertheless that she needs 
these troops to maintain law and order in the country. 'Ihe presence of so many 
troops and the extensive sea :patrols inevitably makes more difficult the work of 
Aliyah Bet and there are no illusions as to the extent to which Aliyah Bet can 
go to get Jews into the country. Moreover Great Britain is drying up the points 
of embarkation for these illegal immigrants in Italy and other places. However, 
they are coming in and plans are being made to bring in more and more. The Yishuv 
is determined to have more come in. The Yishuv is bitter, resentful and militant. 

I found in the Yishuv a greater degree of unity than I was led to expect, 
and it is clear that the danger confronting the work in Palestine has tended to 
solidify the community to a remarkable degree. While there are still some sharp 
divisions, a grave hour has been able to unite the community in facing its enemies. 
As I attended one meeting after another, I listened to the speakers of the Yishuv 
speak with such joy of the fact that all the elements of the Yishuv were united. 
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On three things the TiahUT see•• to be united, an4 I belieTe that has been 

transm1 tted to 7ou in man7 wqe: 

1. On seeing to it that not a single Jew 't.ho reaches Palestine 
shall be deported.. The Jewe of Palestine are rea.ey to make 
maximum sacrifices to see that they stay. 

2. Not a single Jew or Jewish group that settles u-pon land, 
tlhether in the peraiesive zone or the prohibitive zone, is 
to be removed from that land. 

3. The Haga.nab shall not be disrupted or taken avq from the 
Yiahuv. 

I received a veey warm welcome in Pelestine, as I am sure did Mr. Lipsky 

and Dr. Goldmann. from all sections of the people - the right. the left and the 

aenter. The7 seemed to vie in their desire to show hcapitalit7. I met all groups 

in Palestine - business, labor, representatives of the parties within the organ¼

=atton, world organization, revisionists and religious bodiea. I met a few times 

wi th the journalists, editors and writers of Palestine. I was a guest of the 

T f,l .. •Avi v muni cipaJ.1 ty. I had the pleasure of addresaing the 25th anni veraaey of 

the Histad.roth at Haifa. 

I felt that the very warm welcome which was extended to me was not entirely

a personal geeture. I think it was extended to me and to us as the representative~ 
of American Zionism, and the Yishuv felt tha~ t¥ere was todq a complete concor-. 

,tance between the kind of Zionism we representi and the kind of Zionism they repre

sent over there, The Yishuv haa come to feel that American Zionism has reached 

the point of political maturity and that the7 can come to us not only for financial 

aid, but for counsel an.d adviee. Not once during the three weeks I was in Pales

tine did anyone raise the question of getting money from America for any cause 

whatsoever. They were interested in other things - not that the7 did not need 

money. They sent Mr. Kaplan here for money. They were particularly interested 

in one thing, and that is 1n American Chalutziut. The people of the right, the 

lett and the center spoke to me about it. They were very heartened by the cable 
which I received from Dr. ~emstein and which I read to them, saying that there 

were one thousand American Chalutzim who had completed their Hachsharah work, 

and six hundred of the middle class who were waiting for their certificates, 
The7 want the American Chalut z youth tc cane to Palestine, particularly our ex

eervicemen. The7 want .American skill, American technicians, American-trained 

farmers and agriculturiata. They want to tap this great reservoir of five million 

American Jews for the upbuilding of Pale1tine. And I think it is important that 

we begin to adj,nt our own thinking to this effect. That will be tho next~ task 

that will confront American Z1on11t1. We should understand the problem and not 
come to haat7 oonclusiona. 

Zionism ie a problem in nation building, through mone7 1 brains and through 

man power, and America must not remain content 1impl.7 with providing money for this 

nation building. The coming of a few thousand American Chalut zim, and later more 
and more, would act as a powerful leavening force in the entire countey. It would 

be another link between Palestine and the United State, -- would introduce ,ome 

of the American ideas into the count r'1 and the upbuilding of the countey. 

Henrietta Szold and Judah Magnee went there and plqed their pa.rt, and very many 

people can do this in more humble but not leas essential wqa in Palestine. If 

Americans can go todq to Saudi Arabia for oil canpanies tor the United States 

and 1~ pipeline, there, I do not knov Wl7 .Amen cane cannot go te Palestine and 
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build Jewieh coloniee there. We will have te get the mind of the American 3ev 
attuned to this fact. Eut first of all, we Zionists must become convinoed of it, 

The meetings of the Executive Committee and the Actions Committee were long 
and protracted, lasting nine to ten dqs. There was a thorough canvass of the 
entire altuation, of the status of our movement in relation to the latest political 
developments,. in relation to the problems of the Jews of Europe, and I was very 
favorably impressed with the members of the Executive. It is quite conceivable 
that some members of the Executive should be replaced for one reason or another, 
and they will be. The members of the Executive understand it fully and are await
ing the World Zionist Congress to handle it thoroughly. Eut I did find the~e 
intelligence of a very hi~ order. integrity and, unquestionably, loyaJ.ty to our 
cause. 

(Dr. Silver also reported on the discussions which took place within the 
Exeeut i ve) • 

I came awa:r from Palestine greatly heartened. It is good to visit Pales
tine, to see the country and to see what Jews have built there at a moment of 
great anxiety. strain and tension. I exi:ected to find a mcod of depression and 
dejection in view of Eev1n 1s statement and the Committee of Inquiry and a country 
full of troops. I did not find a spirit of dejection; I found a atoutness of 
heart, strength, and a readiness to face the challenge. I found no pessimism 
in the country and this is no overstatement. The Yishuv seems to have become 
aware that it has deep roots - that it is firmly established and that it means to 
go qn, and 1t is something worthwhile fighting for. We are building something 
magnificent. We must protect that Yishuv and see that no harm comes to it. With 
vi sdom and courage• we shall protect that Yishuv and enable 1 t to grow. 

Dr. Wise asked Mr. Lipsky to revise or supplement what Dr. Silver had to say. 

MR. LIPSKY I S BEFORT 

Mr. Lipsky reported on the impression left on him by numerous individual 
conversations which he had had, as well as by the meetings of the Executive in 
Jerusalem. Once we can break through the present impasse with the Arab states 
a radically new and more promising situation will emerge. He felt that the time 
is coming when that break-thrOUfP. will become a possibility. Pessimism is a death 
blow to Zionism, and when you get to Palestine you find no feeling of hopelessness 
and everyone is positive that you h~ot keep Jews out of Palestine. We have to 
aake some revision in our attitude/:·'l'hey need our aid, but they are strong enough 
to endure for many years w1 thout losing hea~. A feeling has been created among 
some of us as if we are a desperate people -- which is not exactly true. Even if 
Great Britain should seek to betriq us, still there is something there in Pales
tine which has a dynamic power and which will sustain itself. 

MR. KAPLAN I S BEFORT 

Mr. Xaplan then proceeded to make hie report. We have decided to have a 
Congress. Bevin and others are trying to drive a wedge between the Jewish people 
and the Zionists. It is of great importance from th! political point of view that 
this Congress ehould represent the maximum of Jews:?-niat hundreds of thousands -
millions of Jewa -- in the United States and in the Western Hemisphere should talce 
part in the elections to the Congress. 

The Arabs have proclaimed a boycott againet Jews coming into Palestine. 
It 1a not clear yet if the Arabs really mean buaineea, apart from propaganda. 
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About 14~ of our industrial output is sold to non-Jewe; with regard to many indus
tries, the percentages are higher. It is not a matter to be ignored• Thus the 
physicians in Egypt do not now prescribe Palestinian pharmaceutics. A few of the 
factories already feel it. While this boycott may be a blow to us if it is carried 
out effectively, it may also have good ccnsequences. It m81' compel us now to re
adjust ou~ economic life to the international level of prices -- a very difficult 
and complicated question. As one example Mr. Kaplan quoted the situation in regard 
to bread. Transjordan wheat is free on the Palestinian market. Its price tlithin the 
last few months rose from 55 to 75 Pounds per ton • . This is four or five times as 
high as prices here in the United States because until now there has been a. monopoly 
with regard to the importation of wheat. He was trying here, in Canada. and in 
Argentina to get permission to export to Palestine American wheat. If we could 
bring into Palestine certain quantities of wheat, the price of the Transjordan 
wheat would recede immediately from 55 to 75 Pounds to 30 Pounds. lfe have now 
started, also, to import cotton from the United States. Our relations with the 
Arabs is a very complicated problem and must embrace all fields of our life. 
From that point. of view, closer cooperation between the Yishuv and Jews in America 
and elsewhere 1s of the greatest importance. 

There is a resentful calm today in Palestine. The day after the clashes 
at Shefayim, Riehpon, G1vat Hayim and H0gla1 the people went to work and the 
children went to school a1 usual. Eut if the people feel there is a noed to fight 
they will do it -- whether it be a matter of da¥s, of a year or of years. He 
believed that the Yishuv will, itself, sustain the main burden of this figpt. They 
have no other choice. They feel themselves a free people and will behave only as 
such - as the nucleus of an independent nation. The task is nevertheless a. 
tremendous one. 

We do not underestimate the Eritish mobilization of power in Palestine. 
We know that England is a mighty empire and that there are other people ready to 
help her. Nevertheleaa, I can assure all of you that immigration will continue -
that it is going on now. We have learned from the press that Mr. ~evin is with
holding the 1500 certificates. and we micy- face actual closure of Palestine to 
certificates for the next few months. However, ships will come to Palestine. In 
August about one thousand Jews arrived at the Syrian border. But in October the 
immigration was nil. We have two forces here which we should understand -
1, People who really have nothing to lose. 2. A country where they have a. great 
deal to gain. The people in that country have decided that they must share with 
them their hopes for the future. We must feel that we are fighting a struggle 
of the people, for the people, with the people. We ask you to be with us, not 
merely financially. We are taking a tremendous responsibility, There will be 
much hardship and much suffering. But we mean business in Palestine. We must 
strengthen our political and economic work. Of the greatest importance is the 
fact that we must not feel ourselves alone in this struggle. 

JOINT ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE or INQ,UIRY 

JSrih~ourie summarized the action taken b7 the Council since the first press 
report87impinding establishment of the Committee had come to hand. These matters 

' 

have been recorded in previ oue minutes. Todq, we had received the formal invi ta
tion, dated December 21, 1945, from the Joint Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
to participate in the hearings being held in Washington, beginning January 7 2 1946 • 
There have been infonnal and preliminary discusaions in the offico 1n regard to • 
the work tl,:Lat should be ~i!e and the nature of the evidence we should produce. 
Dr. :Berkson and Mr. Tulin7prepared outlines of the main topics to be dealt w1 th ift an· 
meuranJ-.un. • 
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Mr. Tu.lin stated that, at the request of Dr. Weizmann and Mr. KaplAn he 
had given thought to the matter of the Committee for a few weeks. It was very 
difficult to do anything effective until we found out more about the procedure -
what '\"te could do and what we would be permitted to do. At an informal meeting it 
was suggested that K,. Tulin draw up a statement of subject heads and witnesses. 
A tentative program was drawn up, to be presented in the United States alone. 
The British members of the Joint Committee are arriving here on the 2nd of Jnnunry, 
and the entire twelve will hold hearings in Washington beginning with January 7th; 
the hearings will last a week or ten d~s. The entire Committee will then leave 
for England to be there for a short period of time. After that they will break 
up into sub-committees and visit the continent. There is nothing certain about 
1 t, however. The Comrni ttee wishes to hear in Washington the views of the American 
Zionists who are interested in the subject of the Inquiry and to take tho testimony 
of the American witnesses. Separate invitations have been issued to the Jewish 
Agency, Hadassah, Mizrachi, Poale Zion, American Zionist Emergency Council and 
the Zionist Organization of America. Two Arab organizations and a number of 
Christian Missionary organizations have also been invited. Some thirty different 
groups in the United States have been invited to appear. The presentations are 
to be filed by Januaey- 3rd. 

At a meeting at Dr,, Weizmann I s hotel this afternoon, Mr. Tulin had pointed 
out that it was almost a superhuman task to get this ready and filed by the date 
specified. He also pointed out the danger in asking for more time. The danger 
is that if we file our printed statements later, our opportunity for an early oral 
presentation of our views m~ be curtailed. It is of the utmost importance that 
we have the fullest possible opportunity to present our views orally. Printed 
matter submitted to the Court is not al·1~s read. They propose to allow organiza
tions only one day each. That is totally inadequate - we must have at least two 
full deys for our case if the hearings last a week- otherwise, three da.vs if they 
last ten days. The work must irmnediately be sub-divided and decisions taken as 
to who is to present what. The general consensus this afternoon was that we ahould 
ask for two days' grace and also an allotment of at least two full ~s for heal'
ings. There would be five full hours of hearings per day. It was tentatively 
agreed that a small committee of us should see the Secretary of the Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry and one of the Commit tee men who, we understand, will be in 
New York on Wednesday, and discuss with them the question of extension of our time 
to file, and the allocation of more time for actual hearings. The question was 
raised at this afternoon's meeting as to what our attitude should be in the event 
that some of the hearings are to be held in camera. It was the opinion of the 
lawyers present that unless we are given the opportunity to be represented at 
every hearing of the Committee, including all hearings in camera, we should decline 
to go before the Committee altogether. We must get a fair hearing - we must 
know what our enemies are saying wherever evidence 1s presented. 

Mr. Neumann reported on the meetings of the technical group. 
session was held Fridq afternoon and another on Saturda_v af'temoon. 
group is composed of the following members: 

A preliminary 
The technical 

Dr. !enjamin Akzin, Dr. I.E. Eerkson, Professor Milton Handler, 
il:r. Joseph Linton, Mr. Arthur Lourie and Mr. Emanuel Neumann. 

The group met again this afternoon at Dr. Weizmann's hotel. i~r. Neumann 
feels that the dice are heavily loaded against us. The trouble does not lie in 
the character of the opinions of the individual members of the Committee, They 
are uninformed, for the most part. The American group are decent people, as a 
whole, and probably intend to apProach the subject with a large degree of American 
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faiJ"'fflindedness, They are likely,however, to be taken in by the officials of tho 
State Department who, naturally, represent the State Department tradition in this 
matter. The person who has been most active in the State Department and ~ho has 
been actively hostile to us here, in Palestine and in Beirut is Mr, George Wadst·10 rt~ 
Mr. Wilson, in charge of the Palestine desk in the State Department, also probably 
represents the faithful State Department attitude. Two members of the Committ ee 
have been more or less constantly sitting in the State Department absorbing kno\tr
ledge, Others have just come for meetings and left, 

There are many pitfalls. Apart from the lack of time alloted to present our 
case_, our enemies m~ be te.mpted to utilize this opportunity for mobilizing all 
anti-Zionist sentiments and have their field da_y in influencing public OJ?inion, 
Our testimony should therefore be staggered. Among the matters discussed were the 
questions of: 

(a) Meetings in camera. 
(b) Procedure and jurisdiction. 
(e) The coordination of our efforts with those of other Jewish 

groups and the making of joint representations on our case. 
(d) The visits of the Committee abroad and maintenaAoe of 

contact. 
(e) 'Whether we should place emphasis on the legal aspect, on 

the q_uestion of necessity, on American rights, and so forth. 

Mr. Ne~mann proposed that, in order to centralize the work, a sub-committee 
of the Executive Committee of the Emergency Council be named, consisting of no more 
than five who shall be the general steering eommittee or planning committee; also 
that there be set up a tecllnical group responsible for all the material, research 
work, etc. and a number of consultants drawn from other organizations. In addition 
it is necessary that we have an adeq_uate administrative staff since there will be 
an enormous amount of detail to attend to. The definitive case and, ultimately, 
the authoritative case, will be presented by the Jewish Agency in Palestine. Our 
own presentation here will necessarily only be a partial presentation. The written 
statements which we will submit will be brief, lM we shll.l seek to make a full oral 
presentation. 

Rabbi Miller pointed out that other organizations, not necessarily Zionist 
organizations, have also been invited to present their cases, and asked whether 
the relationship of those organizations to the .American Zionist Emergency Council 
had been discussed. 

Dr. Neumann replied in the affirmative, but that action had not yet been 
taken. We will have to ask ea.ch one of these organizations that will cooperate 
with us to have one of their representatives work with us through a liaison officer. 

In answer to the question o.s to whether it was contemplated to have Dr. 
Weizmann appear here-, 1 t wo.s st at ed that he expected to appear in Palestine. 

or~anizations 
As regards the appearance of a number ot pro-Zioni ets /1 t was ~reed that 

it was essential to assign the topics and subjects in such a me.nner that we will 
have a minimum of repetition • 

This was a matter \oilich the sub-committee had to work out. 

The following were designated members of the Steering Committee and as 
associated experts: 



... 

• STDRING COMMITTEE 

Rr. Neumann, Chairman 
Mrs. Halprin 
Mr. Cruso 
Dr. Goldstein 
Rabbi Kirshblum 
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EXPERTS 

Dr. Akzin 
Dr. Berkson 
Dr. Greenberg 
Prof. Handler 
Judge Levinthal 

Mr. Lourie 
Dr. Petegorsky 
Mr. Robertson 
Dr. Robinson 
Mr, Tulin 

The Steering Committee is to have the right to ooopt additional members. 
It was decided that the committee of five would meet tomorrow morning, December 26, 
at 11:00 o 1clock, at Mr. Kaplan's room. 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION 

Mr, Neumain summarized the events leading up to the passage of the Congres
sional Resolution. These matters have been recorded in previous minutes. After 
a further discussion regarding the Congressional Resolution, Dr. Silver thanked all 
those who had been instrumental in obtaining passage of the Resolution. '!his was 
the culmination of nearly two years of tremendous off~rt on tho part of the Zion~ 
ists of America and it had included very stonny periods. What has emerged may not 
be the epitome of perfection, but it is an admirable Resolution. It is a groat 
improvement upon the Resolution adopted in 1922 by the Congress of the United 
States. The phrase "so that they mey freely proceed with the upbuild.ing of Pales
tine as the Jewish National Home" constitutes a radical revision of the corres
ponding phrase of the 1922 Resolution. We can regard the Resolution as a major 
Zionist victory, quite apart from the critical time of its passage. The Congress 
of the United States has again gone on record ns saying that the Jews shall have 
the right to upbuild Palestine as the Jewish National Home. That is the tremendous 
achievement and with it we can go to the State Department and seek a revision of 
attitude there. That is our next step. 

Palestine was heartened by the Resolu.tion and we have every reason to 
be heartened by it. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 A.M. 

A. L. 




