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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 72 

.AMERICAU ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF FJCECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

January 14, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee ~f the American Zionist 
Emorgoncy Council was held Monday afternoon. January 14, at 3:00 o 1 cl11ck, at 
S42 Madison Avonuo, Ho,,, York City. 

PP.ESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (prcsidinr,). Gcdalia Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, 
Mrs. M~sos P. Epstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Mn.x Kirshblum, LfJuis Lipsky, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Mrs. Horman Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephan s. 
Wisc. 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstoin, Rabbi Leen Fouor, Professor Mil ton Handler, 
I .L. Kencn, Dr. Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller. 

Dr. I.B. Bcrks~n, Eliahu Bon-Horin, A.K. Israeli, Hnrold P. Manson, 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

STAFF 
The status of Hr. Eliahu l3cn-Horin as a permanent member of the staff 

was formally confirmed • 

ESCO FOUNDATION 

Tho following phases of tho Esco Fowidation study were discussed: 

1. Ownership: Tho draft lotter prcpo.rod by Judgo Levinthal for transmission 
t~ Mrs. Frank Cohen, regarding tho ownership of tho Esco Foundation study. 
wss read and the chairman was authorized to send this lotter. 

2. Lotter of Indemnification: A discussion ensued on tho dosirability cf 
sonding the lot tor of indor.mifica tion drnwn up by Judeo Levinthal, in 
accordance with the request of Mrs. Frank Cohen. It wn.s tho consensus 
of opinion that because of tho implications which may bo involved, tho 
lotter should not be sent. 

3. Distribution ef the Bound Ccpios cf the study: Tho chairman read a lotter 
from Mrs. Frank Cohen rcGardine the distribution of tho bound copies of tho 
Esco Foundation study. As a result of tho discussion which follewod, during 
which Dr. Borkst>n proscntod the facts of tho case, it wn.s tho sense of tho 
meeting that this matter bo tabled for tho t"imo being. 

ANG-LO-AMERICA1'T COH?iITTEE OF IMQ,UIRY AI:ID LABOR 

Mr. Wertheim reported ho had just rocoivod word from Washingten that 
surprise wo.s oxprcsscd that tho labor people in the United States had not 
ap:ponred before, or submi ttod n momorandum to, tho Com.'!li ttoo ef Inquiry. Ho 
asked whether anythin~ had boon done to contact the C.I.O. nnd A.F.L. Mr. 
Shapiro stated thnt Mr. Fro.nk had tried to nrrnnc;o for thcso organizations to 
appoar boforo tho Committee but ho had boon unable to obtain permission for 
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them to do so • 

It was reported that a British ncr.ibcr of the Anglo-Ar.lorican Conmittco of 
Inquiry was planning to come tc New York the followinc dn.y to ncct with 
labor loaders in order to di ssuadc thor.1 from their views on Pal estine. Tho 
Jewish labor group, it was pointed cut, was not included in this invitation. 
It was inc.licatcd that we wore cont~,cting our labor friends who would en­
deavor to arranGo for tho presence of pro-Zionist labor spokosnon at tho 
mootinb with tho British nonbcr of tho Inquiry Con~itto0 . In rcpl~~ to the 
sugGostion that this natter should bo made public, tho chnirnan stated t ~1at 
since we did not have it on authority that this Connittoe mocbor ~rould 
utilize tho moctini; with labor loaders as a non.ns of sproadin~ anti-Zionist 
propaganda• we could do nothins about tho natter for the tine boing. 

Mr. Manson stn.tod, in answer to n. question posed, that Mr . .Alastair 
Stewart had filed n. ncr1ornndurn with tho Anc;lo-Anoricn.n Conni ttcc of Inquiry 
en behalf of t h o Co-opcrati vc C0Dnom,,1oe.l th Fedora tion of Cannda. 

It was rcconnondod that Pon.le Zion should follow up the labor issue in 
connection with tho Anclo-~\ncrienn Connittoc of Inquiry. 

BUDGET 

ExplaininG thnt tho delay in tho suboission of the ostiMatod bud?ct for 
this year was due to tho unusually large voltu1c of oncrGcncy activities in 
which we had boon cnGnRod, Mr. Shapiro presented for consideration and npprowl 
tho Council budf;ct for tho year October 15, 1945 - October 15, 1946. (A r:iir.100-
Grn.phod copy of the buclsct was subr.1i ttcd to t ho nonbers pro sent). Ho point eel 
out that ho had consultcd ·f~th the Funds with r oG~rd to it. It wns tho rc­
connendation of tho heads of the Keron Haycsod that the Council should ask 
for tr..c sane budget as tho preceding year but, bocauso of the onerGoncy, nnd 
therefore unprodictnblo, nnturo of our activities and expenditures t herefor, 
tho budget should bo oporn.tod on a quarterly basis. Thus , we would approach 
tho Funds nt quarterly intorvr.ls r,nd prosont to than tho oxponsos we had 
incurred for t he prccodin6 ·quarter. This quarterly basis of conputation of 
tho expenses would in this no.nncr load to o.n equalized distribution of t he 
annual budget over tho year - fron t ho $514,000 asked for t o the $623,000 
naxiuun which nay be roquirod. 

Judr_;o RothonborG nado tho observation that in view of t ho fnct that tho 
work of tho Council cnconpasscd all tho Zionist orrn.nizations, as well as the 
Funds, tho constituent bodies of the Council should also bo required to 
participate i1 the budget. Dr. Silvor explained that this sug0 cstion had co□o 
up each year but it was always voted down duo to tho fact that the organizni­
tions feel that their budgets arc expended in full nnd they ho.~c no surpluses. 

After a discussion in which various points wore rnisod nnd elucidated, it 
was novcd nnd carried that the budGct of $623,000 bo adopted L1 principle, 
subject to the approval and control by a Finance Connittoc to be appointed • 
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• DR, I. 13. :BERKSON 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter submitted by Dr, Berkson in \t.hich he tendered his 
resignation as Director of the Research Department of the Council, to take effect 
as of February 1, 1946, in order to engage in the teaching profession on a full­
time basis. He indicated his willingness to be of service on a voluntary basin. 

• The chairman stated that under the circumstances, Dr. Berkscn left the 
Executive Committee no other choice but to accept his resignation with regret. 
He pointed out that Dr. Berkson has rendered a great and significant service and 
that the Research Department, µnder his leadership, has been of inestimable 
value to us in many ways, including submission of documentary evidence when 
required, etc. 

Dr. Silver stated that we were deeply grateful to Dr. Berkson for the time 
he has spent with us and for the fine contribution he has made to our work and 
in accepting his resignation we do so with the most profound regret. We hope 
we ma;y avail ourselves of his offer to serve in a lay capacity. 

It was decided to accept the recommendation to have Dr. Shwadran serve as 
Acting Director of the Research Department. A committee consisting of Dr• ]erkson, 
Mr. Lipsky and Judge Rothenberg was designated to consider the appointment of a 
permanent successor to Dr. Berkson and to bring their recommendations to the 
Executive Committee. 

• FIFI'IETH ANNIVERSARY OF DR. HERZL 1S 11 JUDENST.AAT11 

• 

• 

Dr. Silver read a cable and letter from Dr. Lauterbach informing us hat 
February 14th had been set aside for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
Theodore Herzl 1s JUDENSTAAT and pointing out that this would be a significant 
occasion for distributing and publicizing the book. 

In response to the question raised by the chairman as to whether the Council 
itself, or its constituent organizations should undertake this task, it was the 
sense of the meeting that the Council would be in a better position to execute 
this effectively in view of the short time at our disposal. 

In the dis~ussion which ensued regarding concrete means of celebrating this 
anniversary, the follo~ing suggestions, among others, were offered: (1) A pageant 
to describe the development of the Je~ish State in Palestine; (2) Radio script to 
be written by someone like orman CJrw:ln ·:;n depict the life of Dr. Herzl - perhaps 
a nat i onnl hook-up on the life of Di•. Her:: l and tho Jewish State; (3) Official 
Zionis t ~ublications issued on or about February 14th should be devoted to the 
content n cf J:IDENSTAAT. 

It was moved and carried that we reprint JUD:ENSTAAT in an inexpensive edition 
to inclule a short biography of Dr. Herzl as well as an introduction by a prominent 
America.~ Zionist. 100~000 copies of this reprint are to be ordered and distributed 
by the Parties and other organizations. In addition, celebrations are to be 
planned throughout the coun~ry during the entire month of February • 
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HERBERT HOOVER 

• Mr. Ben-Horin reported on an intorview with Mr. Hoover which evoked a 

• 

• 

• 

• 

lengthy and detailed discussion, 

JEWISH CHAPLAINS 

Rabbi Bernstein reported that Jewish ~ha.plains arc beinG nobilized for 
our cause nlonB vn.rious lines. A Chaplains 1 Connittce on Unity for Palestine 
has been organized which will serve as the spoarhe~d for activities alon~ 
that line. A stntencnt has been prepared to be issued to chaplains ru.l over 
tho world. 

ARTHUR LOURIE 

The chairr1an subnittcd for consideration a request fron the Jewish Agency 
that Mr. Lourie f~O to London, and perhaps proceed fron there to Palestine, in 
connection with the hcnrings of tho Anglo-Anerican Conni ttec of Inquiry, thus 
establishing tho desired lino of continuity. 

~ .ooG,int~ unnnioously approved the grant of t he necessary l et'.vo to Mr. 
Lourie 1·0:a.· this purpose, 

UNO 

In reply to Mr. Bubl1ck1 s query ns to whether nnyono is workin6 on the 
presentation of our case to the UNO, Dr. Silver replied that Dr. Nahun Goldna.nn 
is at present in London, on the ~uthorizntion of the World Zionist Executive, 
studying the situation. 

REPRINT OF HEARINGS BEFORE THE AMGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ.UIRY IN WASHINGTON 

The question of reprintin6 in a suitable volune, for distribution, the 
hearings before the Anslo-A.ncrican Connittee of Inquiry in Washin~ton, wns 
raised by Mrs. Pool. The point was nado thn.t a cooplcto n.ccount of t ho hear­
ings, including the docuncnts subnittcd, would involve a boo~ of approxinately 
600 pages, In viow of the fn.ct thnt we wore not ready to act on t his proposal 
at present, it was clocidcc.l to t~.blc the natter for tho tine boin[;, 

DR. WILLIAM J. STINESPRING 

Mrs, Epstein reported on infon:.1ation she had received fron a Hadassah 
noober to tho effect tho.t D.i.'1.nounccnont hnd been nndo in the Durhnn, North 
Carolina press of tho appointnont of Dr. Wn. J. Stinesprinr; to the technical 
staff of the An(;lo-.Anericn.n Co:-1ni tt co of Inquiry. Hor infornnnt hacl stressed 
tho fact that Dr. StinosprL1i-; was n. bi ttor anti-Zionist. • 

Dr. Silver felt that we could talco action in the natter only if we had 
dofinite ovidonco on which to baso our clair.1. He asked Mrs, Epstein to secure 
any printod nnttor ,mich Dr. Stino5prinG nay have wri tton, injurious to our 
cause, which no.y pro·,c his preconceived antar;onistic attitude to Zionisn. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:20 P.M • 

For A,L, 

lk 
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CORRECTION TO MINUTES OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD JANUARY 14, 1948 (No. 29) 

Page 2, paragraph 4: 

Mr. Lourie 1s report •••••..•..••..•. Mrs. Epstein, commenting on the 

Committee hearings, felt that thus far the Zionists had failed to present 

arguments whieh would convince the Committee that ~e need a decision now 

in favor of the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth. In the meantime, 

the Jewish Ag!!}CY should be granted certain governmental powers in regard 

to immigration, the granting of visas, the ereati on of absorptive capacity • • 

ete. -
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 73 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUI1ES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTD 

January 30, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Wed.nesdB¥ afternoon, January 30th, at 4:00 o1olock, 
at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs, Moses P. Epstein, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs, Samuel Halprin, Ra.bbl Max Ki rshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal• 
Dr. Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. Herman Sh~lman, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Rabbi Philip s. Bernstein, Dr. Josef Cohn, Pinchas Cruso, Dr• Nahum 
Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan, I. L. Kenen, Dr. Jacob Robinson, Reuven Zaslani, 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Harold P. Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Harry Steinberg, 

POALE ZION 

A letter from Poale Zion, dated January 28, 1946, was read, in \l.rhich the 
following names of its newly elected representatives to the Executive Committee 
and plenum of the American Zionist Emergency Council were set forth: 

Executive Connnittee: Dr. Alexander Pekelis, Louis Segal, David Wertheim 
Council: " " " n " 11 and 

Pinchus Cruso 
Council Alternates: Miss Dvorah Rothbard and Professor Hayim Fineman 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF DR. HERZL I S 11 JUDENSTAAT" 

Mr. Alkow reported on the progress in plans for the celebrati on of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of Dr, Herzl 1e JUDENSTAAT, which will extend from February 
14th to March 14th: ( 1) 50,000 copies of the book - in an unbound, paper-covered 
edition, 5½ x 8, 160 pages, to be sold at $.25 per copy - are being printed and 
will be ready for distribution about February 20th. This edition will include an 
introduction by Louis Lipsky and a biographical essq by Alex Bein, (2) The major 
Zionist organizations have been requested t,. send directives to their constituent 
groups regarding appropriate meetings. (3) Zionist periodicals have been asked 
to devote their issues appearing at about this time to JUDENSTAAT, (4) Rabbis 
are being asked to make JUDENSTAAT the topic of their sermons on the Sabbath of 
February 16th. (5) Radio commentators are being contacted to speak on this 
subject, (6) A radio script on JUDENSTAAT is now being prepared for the Zionist 
Organization of America, ( 7) The Jewish Education Committee is asking the Hebrew 
schools to arrange suitable discussions. 
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ttTO 'WHOM P.ALESTINE? 14 

A report by Mr. Steinberg, in charge of promoting TO WHOM PALESTINE?, by 

Frank Gervasi, indicated that the publication date of the book has been set for 

February 15th and that the sale price will be $2.50 per copy, We have guaranteed 

to the publisher the sale of 15,000 copies during the first ye~r following publi­

cation date. While this guarantee does not constitute an obligation on our part 

to dispose of the 15.000 copies oursel~es, it serves as a basis on which the 

publishers can plan their advertising and promotion campaign, since $.18 out of 

every $2.50 book sold is allocated for this purpose. (Thus, on the strength of 

the 15,000 sale guaranteed by us, $2,700.00 has already been set aside by the 

publisher for advertising and promotion purposes), 

The Council is planning to distribute approximately 1,100 copies among 

members of Congress, editors, commentators, columnists, reviewers, le ading rabbis 

and churchmen (affiliated with the Christian Council on Palestine). In addition, 

we plan to distribute the book through our constituent organizations and local 

committees. 

ROBERT NATHAN REPORT 

Mr. Manson read a letter from the American Palestine Institute, Inc., 

announcing the proposed publication of the report by Robert ·Natha.n and his col­

leagues on the Economic Potentialities of Palestine (now in page proof form) and 

inquiring as to how many copies tho Council would wish to order. The book will be 

approximately 630 pages with a 20-page index and will sell for about $4.00 per 

copy. 

It was pointed out that the members of the Anglo-American Committee of 

Inquiry had taken copies of this report with them. 

After discussion, it was moved and carried that the American Zionist 

Emergency Council purchase 200 copies of this book and that it should so coordinate 

the distribution as to avoid any duplication with other Zionist bodies~ 

EXTRACT OF HEARINGS :BEFORE THE ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY IN WASHINGTON 

The matter of publishing an extract of the hearings before the Anglo-Amert~ 

Committee of Inquiry in Washington, discussed at the preceding meeting of the 

Executive Committee. was again considered. 

It was the sense of the meeting that in view of the fact that the hearings 

are still in progress - at present in London, and later in Palestine - we should 

not take any action in this connection at the present time. 

TRANSJORDAN 

The chairman asked for the approval by the Commit tee of a memo rand um pre­

pared by Dr. Akzin, with the cooperation of Dr. Robinson, which protested the 

recent announcement by Mr. Bevin that Great Britain was planning to separate 

Transjordan from Palestine permanently and make it an independent state. He 

pointed out that this memorandum, addressed to the Secretary of State, is a purely 

legal document which presents our case and contalns no controversial matter. 

Explaining that the memorandum sets forth the legal reasons for the intel'­

vention of the United States in this matter and does not go into the Zionist 
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position. Dr. Akzin submitted for consideration two sections on which he felt 
guidance was necessary. (1) Shall we use this opportunity of stressing the fact 
that there is illegal discrimination against the Jews in Transjordan and that 
such discrimination ta an express violation of some of the Articles of the 
Mandate? (2) Shall we include a section on the political implications as indi­
cated in the brief telegram we sent to the President on this subject? 

As a result of the discussion which followed, it was decided to omit the 
two sections referred to, thus confining the memorandum to a statement on the 
legal aspects of the matter. 

Dr. Robinson pointed out that he did not agree on another point contained 
in the memorandum. It was his opinion that we should not commit ourselves to the 
position that the only possibility given by the Charter is to transfer a Mandate 
into a Trusteeship. 

It was decided to revise the paragraph referred to by Dr. Robinson, in 
accordance with his suggestion. 

It was Toted to send the memorandum on Transjordan to the Secretary of 
State, after the revisions indicated have been made. 

JAMAL EL-HUSSEINI AND THE EX-MUFrI 

Referring to an article in the NIDf YORK POST of January 30th, which 
a.~nounced the imminent return to Palestine of Jamal El-Husseini and other hench­
men of the Mufti, the chairman presented for consideration the question of 
whether we should issue a statement protesting the re-admission of these people 
into Palestine. 

Various opinions were expressed in the discussion which ensued on this 
subject. Mr. Kaplan felt that no fonnal protest should be made but that ne\<is­
papers and magazines be given the facts of the case. There was danger in stressint 
the fact that these people were the instigators of the disturbances in Palestine, 
thus causing their ultimate expulsion from the country, Mr. Kaplan said. 

Mr. Epstein advanced the suggestion that our objection to Jamal El-Husseini 
be based not on his return as a Palestinian citizen, but rather on the proof we 
have of his pre-war association with the Nazis. Letters to newspapers and mag&­
zines, he felt, were not satisfactory in bringing the case to the public, as 
witness the fact that a letter he had sent to the NEW YORK TIMES three weeks ago• 

had not been published to date. 

Mrs. Halprin raised the question of the ex-Mufti and the possibility that 
the :Sri ti sh m~ permit him to return. to Palestine.. She urged that we do not wait 
for a fa.it accompli in this matter to make our protest, but that we arouse public 
sentiment in regard to thi a danger in advance of its happening. 

In this connection Mr. 13en-Horin reported tha.t a memorandum on the sub·ject 
of the ex-Mufti had been sent to the Secretary of State in December and proceeded 
to outline in detail the various steps which had been taken in this matter. 

Dr. Goldstein made the suggestion that we send copy of our memorandum on 
the ex-Mufti to Justice Jackson and ask his opinion in the matter. Dr. Akzin 
advised that the State Department had forwarded copy of this memorandum to the 
Ameri~an representative on the War Crimes Commission in London with the request 



• 

.. • 
- 4 -

that he inform the State Department of the action taken. 

Mr. Ben-Horin felt that the way is absolutely clear for a very aggressive 
campaign on our part in the matter of the ex-Mufti. 

With regard to the return of Jamal El~Husseini to Palestine, it was decided 
to issue statements to the press acquainting the public with the character of the 
man and the nature of his past activities • 

MARTIAL LAW IN PALESTINE 

The discussion about the martial laws now in effect in Palestine brought 
forth suggestions that we contact the various groups fighting for the rights· of 
man, such as the Civil Liberties groups, International League for the Rights of 
Man, League for Democratic Action, etc., pointing out the infringement of civil 
rights in the recently promulgated defense laws. Those laws are directed against 
the Jews and place the burden of proof of innocence on persons seized on suspicion. 

It was decided that we look into this entire matter further, but that in 
the meantime we should issue a strong statement of protest against the martial 
laws enacted in Palestine. 

DR. GOLDMANN 1S REPORT 

Dr. Goldmann, just back from London, presented a report on the London 
scene: 

1. Transjordan: The Executive sent a letter to Mr. Bevin regarding his 
announcement about the granting of independence to Transjordan. A legal document 
on this matter is being prepared by Mr. Stein together with other lawyers but has 
not been submitted as yet. 

2. Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry: Dr. Goldmann outlined the pro­
posed movements of the Committee after departure from London and the steps taken 
by the Jewish Agency for coverage of the areas by our representatives. He stated 
that it was decided to have Mr. Lourie go to the American Zone in Germany, then 
to Munich, and to proceed from there to Vienna, the headquarters of the Committee 
for the second half of the European investigations. In this connection he pointed 
out how invaluable Mr. Lourie 1s coming to London had been and how helpful they 
had found his assistance and advice in the preparation of the evidenee in London. 

He stated that it is not yet clear whether the Committee will issue an 
interim report upon completion of its survey of the position of displaced persons 

• in Europe. 

3. UNO: Dr. Gol-dmann stated that the fact that he left London before the 
end of the UNO session was an indication that nothing was transpiring at these 
moetings which affected us either from a Jewish or a Palestinian point of view. 
There were matters which would have been of interest to us had they been taken 
up at this session, as anticipated, such as the possibility tha t the Trusteeship 
Council might be appointed. However, the decisi on was made to postpone these 
matters until the second session of the UNO. 

4. Arab Boycott: The Jewish Agency addressed a letter on this subject 
to the President of the Assembly. Dr. Goldmann explained the technical difficul­
ties encountered and the steps taken to have this matter brought to the attention 
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of the proper authorities. No action on this matter could be taken as it was too 
late for inclusion in the Agenda but it was being followed through. He stated that 
the Trusteeship Council may be set up at the session which will convene in April 
and that the subject of Palestine will probably be on the agenda of the September 
or October session • 

.Al'GRICAN LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE 

Mrs. Epstein reported the receipt of a letter from Senator Gillette, the 
chairman of the American League for a Free Palestine, suggesting a conference 
of all groups interested in the Palestine questi on and working for its solution. 

It was the feeling of some that this request should be completely ignored. 
Others felt that although such conference would serve no purpose, the letter, 
nevertheless, should be answered by the individuals to whom it was addressed. 

LETTER FROM MR. LOURIE 

The chairman read a letter from Mr. Lourie, in London, dated January 25th, 
in which he described the testimony given during the first day's hearings and the 
reactions of the Committee members. 

GENERAL MORGAN 

Announcement of the re-instatement of General Morgan to his post as UNlIBA. 
administrator by Mr. Lehman provoked a lengthy discussion. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:20 P.M. 

For A. L. 

lk 



" 

• 

• 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 74 

AMERIO.AN ZIONIST lMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTD 

Febru.a17 11, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Mond~, February 11, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr, Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel W. 
Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum,Emanuel Neumann, Professor Alexander Pekelis, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Judge Bemard A. Ros enblatt, Mrs. Herman Shulman, David 
Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Philips. Bernstein, Dr. Nahum Goldmann• Professor 
Milton Handler, Rabbi Irving Miller, Meyer w. Weisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Harold P. Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran. 

Elihu D. Stone. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The Minute of the meetings circulated to date were approved. 

JUDENSTAAT 

In his brief report on the :preparations for the Fiftieth Anniversary 
celebration of 11 Judenstaat," Mr. Alkow remarked on the fine cooperation of all 
organizations end groups contacted and announced that it has been decided to 
extend the time for this observance to cover a six-week period, from February 
14th to the end of March, in order to comply with the request of those groups 
who required more time for arrangements. 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 

In reporting on the work of the Washington office. Dr. Akzin described in 
detail the efforts which are being made to concentrate on a more intensive plan 
of activity in connection with the cultivation of Washington officialdom:- (1) To 
~proach as many government officiala aa possible, not confining ourselves only 
to those in the State Department; (2) To extend our relationship with the State 
Department to include other divisions whicll affect our work, in addition to the 
Near Eastern Division, hitherto our sole contact; (3) To reach in a more systematic 
manner members ot Congress who in the past were approached sporadically and asked 
under pressure to help us; (4) To enlist the cooperation of local Zionist leaders 
in making contacts. 

Dr. Akzin pointed out that with the Arabs, the Bergson groUp, and the 
Council for Judaism so active and al.waya on the alert for new contacts in govern­
ment circles. we could not afford to relax our efforts in gaining as many new 
friends for our cause as possible, 
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He stated that Eliahu Epstein, of the Jewish Agency office, and he exchange 
reports and cooperate as much as possible under existing physical conditions. 

ACPC CONFERENCE IN HOUSTON 

Dr. Silver called attention to the extensive preparations being made for the 
regional conference of the American Christian Palestine Committee, to take place 
in Houston on February 13th and 14th. He remarked on the fine work which the 
ACPC is doing in general and particularly in connection with the regional con­
ferences which are being plsnned throughout the country, 

ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

~eports from Mr, L,ourie: Dr. Silver reported the receipt of several com­
munications from Mr. Lourie and called upon Mr. Manson to read the latest one, 
a memorandum which had arrived that morning, 

In this memo randwn, dated February 3rd, I.fr, Lourie presented an over-all 
picture of the situation as he found it at the conclusion of the London Hearings 
and described the reactions of the Committee members. Although he did not deal 
with the details of the evidence submitted, he indicated the deep impression made 
on the Committee by Ameryts advocacy of partition. 

Mr. Lourie referred to the one or two occasions when Judge Hutcheson had 
gone out of his way to emphasize that so far as "election platforms, Congressional 
resolutions I and all that kind of stuff 111 were concerned, he felt himself a free 
agent and was approaching the issue in that spirit. 

He concluded hia report with the following suggestions lmich he hoped would 
be followed up: (1) A reaction, particularly in Congress, to the statement made 
by Judge Hutcheson, (2) Continued pressure through the press and at the White 
House. (3) Call for an immediate interim recommendation. (4) Of lesser importance 
but nevertheless desirable - the Mowrer story on t~e Mufti should be kept alive 
and should be read into the record of the Senate • 

.American Staff of Experts: Mr. Neumann stated that the experts who were to 
be appointed to assist the American mAmbers of the Comrni ttee had not been named 
to date. so far as he knew, He felt that this matter which had not been ade­
quately handled by us should now be followed through in view of its importance 
and the fact that so little time remained. 

Mr, Neumann mentioned also that a member of the Committee had emphasized 
to him the importance of keeping up our pressure . 

JUDGE Ht71CHESON 1S STATEMENT 

Several opinions were expressed on the question of the action to be taken 
on the statement made by Judge Hutcheson in London. as transmi t ted to us by 
Mr. Lourie. It was stated that the full text of the statement had been requested 
from the London office of the Jewish Agency but had not been received as yet. 

As a result of the discussion, it was decided that as soon as we received 
from London the full text of Judge Hutcheson 1s statement - wherein he mentioned 
"election platforms, Congressional resoluti one 'and all that kind of stuff 1" -
we would request our friends in Congress and Senate to raise thiG question, as 
well as any other related matters which mq be helpful to us in this connection. 
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Mr. Manson reported that in the transatlantic conversation he had just had 
with Mr. Linton of the Jewish Agency office in London, he was informed that a 
cable setting forth the full text of Judge Hutcheson 1s statement was on it ws;r 
to us, 

MOBILIZATION OF OFFICIAL AND PU13LIC OPINION 

With regard to the mobilization of public pressure, recommended by Mr. Louriq 
Dr. Silver asked for suggestions as to what should be done at this time. 

It was Professor Handler's opinion that there are no novel w~s of applying 
pressure; that we must use the orthodox methods, but use them as quickly and as 
effectiYely as possible. He felt that there should be action on the part of 
Congress and suggested that a round-robin on the floor of Congress expressing 
di sapp:roval of Jud.ge Hutcheson' s state!nent would be a very effective means of 
-pressut"e l, He added that the "'tehicle of advertising could be utilized to advantage 
in this connection. 

Mr Neumann stated that as far as the press was concerned in relation to the 
Anglc-Ar.1ericffi1 CQmmittee of Inquiry, by this time there was sufficient behind-the­
scenes information as well as publicly revealed material upon which we could draw 
for articles, columns, ~ .. adio co!:lments, etc. He felt that we should no,-, organize 
wide discussion of the Committee and the manner in \thich it has been conducting 
its work in order to make the public aware that this is not the fair, impartial 
coJ'!ll!littee it was depicted to be. 

Dr. Silver stated that before launching on any pressure campaign which would 
necessarily involve discrediting the Committee of Inquiry on the basis of develop­
ments to date, it is essential to reach a decision on the fundamental issue, i.e., 
whether we are prepared to go on record as s~ing we have lost confidence in the 
Committee, are unwilling to cooperate further through the continued presentation 
of-our case, and will refuse to accept the Comrnittee 1s findings. If, however, it 
is still the feeling of the Executive that it is important to continue to cooperate 
with the Committee and complete our presentation, he felt it would be inconsistent 
to bring pressure to bear at this time, for we would obviously have to a.wait 
publication of the final report if we choose to continue to cooperate with the 
Commi ttea. 

Dr. Wise remarked on the bad effect announcement of a policy of non-coopera,­
tion woUld have at this time, when the Jewish Agency has already decided to appear 
before the Commit tee in Palestine with our leaders, Dr. Weizmann and Mr. l3en-Gurion,. 
scheduled to present our case. 

It was Dr. Goldmann•a belief that all the suggestions advanced in the course 
of the discussions bearing on proposed activity to diaoredit the Committee were 
unsound. He felt strongly that once a movement has decided on a policy it was 
essential to adhere to it. While it is advisabl~ to solicit intercession of 
individual Congressmen, we must not deviate from the line we have followed to date. 
We must first await the Committee's findings and if they are unfavorable, we can 
then decide upon a plan of attack. 

Appointment with Secretary of State Byrnes: It was Mrs. Halprin 1s opinion, 
in connection with the mobilization of public opinion in the press and in Congress, 
that the time has come to seek an interview with the Secretary of State in order 
to discuss with him the various problems before us such as the Mufti, Transjordan, 
infringement of civil liberties in Palestine, etc, 
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Dr. Silver explained that while it had been felt until now that we should 
not dissipate the effectiveness of our contact with the State Departoent by s epa rat e 
approaches on individual items, if the Executive so desired it, we could now en­
deavor to obtain an appointment with the Secretary of State and discuss with him 
the various matters before us. 

It was agreed that an effort should be made to meet with Mr. :Byrnes and 
discuss with him the following: Transjordan, the Mufti, infringement of civil 
liberties in Palestine and Jamal el-Husseini. 

Judge Hutcheson: Analyzing the situation with lmich we are confronted as 
regards the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, Mr. Neumann stated that we must do 
what we can now in order to prevent the unfavorable results which seem inevitable 
from present indications. A survey of conditions as he saw them led him to the con­
clusion that· our only hope lies in ·. the possibility that the American members, now 
divided. will not agree with the British on a definite anti-Zionist policy or 
solution. Toward that end he felt that it was important to concentrate on the 
American chairman. This might be accomplished by approaching the proper person 
at this, the logical moment, before the Committee's report has become a fait 
accompli. 

After discussion it was decided to follow this suggestion. 

LOtmoN - PUBLIC RELATIONS WORK 

A lengthy discussion ensued on the subject of public relations work in 
England. as it affects the tide of public opinion there , in the course of which 
varying opinions were expressed. 

It was decided to refer to the Committee of Eight the matter of making 
concrete proposals to the London office regarding the sending of public relations 
personnel from America. 

MUFTI 

Referring to Mr. Lourie 1s suggestion about the Mufti, Professor Pekelis 
inquired whether the Jewish Agency is now prepared to ask officially for the 
indictment of the Mufti as a war criminal. Dr. Goldmann replied that the ?ugoslav 
Legation in Washington, with whom the matter was discussed, had sent another 
letter to ~elgrade apprising them of the amazement of the American public at the 
fact that they had not yet dealt with the Mufti's statue. It was Dr. Goldmann's 
feeling that the Com.mi ttee of Eight should. at this time communicate officially with 
the War Crimes Commission and inform them that we are shocked that the Mufti has 
not been placed on the list of war criminals, explain our general Jewish interest, 
and ask for an official reply. 

In this connection Dr. Akzin stated that he had been told by the Yugoslav 
chargJ d1affaires that the latter had received a wire from the Yugoslav Government 
informing him that on September 15th of last year Yugoslavia had withdrawn the 
name of the Mufti from the list of war criminals submitted to the War Crimes Com­
mission. 

Mr. Manson reported that Mr. Linton had informed him during the telephone 
conversation referred to before, that everyone in London was quite agitated about 
t~e Mufti matter and that arrangements were being made to pose the question in the 
Housea The Board of Deputies, in cooperation with the Zionist Organization, was 
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also planning to approach the Foreip Office in this connection. ~r. Linton thought 
1 t would be a good idea if we in Amer! ca were to organize a similar joint action 
vis-a-vis the State Department. He felt that it would be more effective if 
American Jewey as such - rather than the Jewish Agency - rnade a formal presentation 
to the State Department calling for action. primarily on the basis of the Nuremberg 
evidence. 

It was decided to ask the American Jewish Conference, at its Third Session 
in Cleveland - February 17th-19th - to pass a resolution on the Mufti, such 
resolution to be sent to the President or to the State Department. 

TRANSJORDAN 

Professor Pekelis raised the point as to whether the question of Trans­
jordan had been taken up with what remains of the League of Nations as well as 
with the Trusteeship Council of the UNO. In his opinion the unilateral disposal 
of mandated territory constituted a violation of international law a.nd the issue 
could be dramatized more effectively than by merely submitting a memorandum on the 
subject to the State Department. 

Dr. Goldmann advised that as far as he knew, the Jewish Agency Executive 
in London had sent a letter to Mr. ::Sevin which had been followed up aid that a 
legal document on the subject was in the process of preparati on. 

LETTER FROM MR. SEGALL 

Dr. Silver read a letter he had received from Mr. Segall, in which he 
suggested, among other things, that an invitation to Winston Churchill to appear 
in Palestine before the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, ,.,ould be of real 
publicity and dramatic value. 

As a result of the discussion t.hich followed, it was decided 
Mr. Segall's recommendation to the Jewish Agency for consideration. 
also, that we should make an effort to obtain an interview with Mr. 
during his visit in this country. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. 

to refer 
It was felt, 

Churchill 

For A. L. 
lk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 75 

AMERICAN ZIOllIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECt11'IVE COMMITTEE 

March 19, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesday, March 19, at 3:00 P. M., at 342 Hadison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presidin~), Gedalia Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, 
Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Professor 
AlexanderPekelis, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt. Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, ,rofeesor Milton Handler, I. L. 
Kenan, Dr. Sidney Marks, Rabbi IrTing Miller, Captain Abraham Tulin, .foyer W. 
Weisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Israeli, 
Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr .. :Benjamin Sh\iladran, Abra.ham Tuvim. 

Richard Gilbert, Mrs. :Benjamin Gottesman, Leo Sack, Dr. Morris Zucker and 
members of his committee, 

.ANGLO-Al,~CAN OOMMITTD OF IN~UIRY 

Dr. Silver referred to the deletion of that portion of the testimony of 
Jamal el-Husseini and Auni »ey Abdul Had.1 which dealt with the wa?'-time association 
of the ex-Mufti with the Axis from the official stenographic transc~ipt of the 
l'ales~ine proceedings of the Committee, as reported in the press. The statements 
of the two Arab spokesmen which, in addition to admitting the war-time collabora­
tion of the ex-Mufti with Hitler· and Mussolini, reflected the general attitude of 
indifference of the Arabs to the cause of the Allies, were reported to have been 
deliberately omitted from the record and were held to be "irrelevant to the 
Inquiry" by certain !ritish members of the Committee. 

Dr. Silver submitted tor consideration the draft of a cable to the co­
chairmen of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry protestin~ this "doctoring" 
of evidence • 

The ensuing discusaion resulted 1n a decision to send the cable to Judge 
Hutoheson and Sir John Singleton, with copies to be forwarded to Secretary of 
State :Byrnes and the »ritish .Ambasaa.dor, Lord Hru.ifax, for transmission to the 
Eritish Govemment in London. 

NEW ENGLAND JMBlRGENOY COUNCIL 

l.fr. Shapiro read a letter from the New J:ngland Ei!lergency Council in which 
permission to have an obse"er attend meetings of the Council was requested. 
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.A.s a result of the discussion which followed, it was decided to a.dvis~ the 
New England Emergency Council that in view of the fact that the American Zionist 
Emergency Council is constituted on the basis of party representation only, we 
could not permit it to have&~ observer sit on the Council. It was decided to 
point out that the granting of the New England group's request would establish 
a precedent which similar groups throughout the country might wish to follow. 

ESCO FOUNDATION STUDY 

Mr. Shapiro presented a letter from Mrs. Frank Cohen. dated March 13th. 
addressed to the attention of the Executive Committee, on the subject of the Esco 
Foundation Study, as well as hie reply thereto of March 15th (letters on file). 

PROVISIONAL JIWISB IT"ATE 

Dr. Morris Zucker was invited by the chairman to present his plan for a 
Provisional Jewish State. Following Dr. Zucker•s presentation, the question was 
raised as to whether the proposal 'Should be considered at the meeting or referred 
to a sub-committee. After a discussion, in··which members of Dr. Zucker1s com­
mittee also participated, it was moved and carried that the chairman be authorized 
to appoint a committee, comprised of representatives of the constituent parties of 
the Council, to consider the proposal and to bring back a report to the Executive 
Committee at the earliest possible time. Mrs. Halprin offered an amendment, which 
was carried, to the effect that the sub-committee in its deliberations should meet 
with Dr. Zucker. 

PROPOSAL OF MR. RICHABD GIL:BERT 

Mr. R1 chard G-11 bert outlined a public relations prot;ram with regard to the 
JTfA •. 

Following lengthy diseusaion, a motion was made and carried that a corr.­
mittee be appointed to meet with Mr. Gilbert and his associates in order to study 
in detail the plan submitted. 

INDEPElIDENT JEWISH PRESS SERVICE 

Mr. Wei sgal outlined briefiy the facts in the si tua ti on concerning the 
Independent Jewish Press Service and PaJ.cor which made it imperative to take 
immediate action on the question of whether this Service is to continue to 
function• In order to enable it to operate, the awn of $60,000.00 per year muat 
be underwritten. Of this, the Jewish Agency is prepared to assume responsibility 
for $15,000.00 a year to defray the share of the budget covering Palcor; and the 
balance of $45,000.00 for Independent Jewish Press Service would have to come from 
the Zionist organizations under whose aegis this responsibility rightly belongs, 
according to Mr. Weisgal. Because of the urgency of the matter, Mr. 1'feisgal 
stated, it was essential that the Executive Committee decide immediately ~nether 
it wishes to underwrite the required $45,000.00; otherwise the news agency would 
have to be liquidated forthwith. 

Following discussion, it was moved and carried, with Professor Pekelis 
dissenting, that we have regretfully reached the decision that we can no longer 
continue the financial support of the Independent Jewish Press Service. 
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MIITINGS 

Remarking on the long interval which had elapsed aince the last meeting cf 

the Executive Committee, Mr. Cruso stated that he was authorized to voice formal 

protest against the failure to convene a meeting earlier. 

The chairman pointe4 out that in instances such as this, when neither 

co-chairman is in a position to attend meetings. there are prescribed methods 

whereby members of the Executive Committee can convoke meetings. even if the 

chai?'mall does not do so. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 P. M. 

For A. L . 
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MINUTES OF THE INNER COMMITTEE MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 1946 

held a.t 
AMERICAN ZIONIST 1MERGENCY COUNCIL 

PRESENT: Rabbi Irving Miller, Chairman; Mark Sugerman, Daniel Frisch, 
Jacques Torczyner, Joseph GreenleQf, Harry Shapiro, Yale Goldberg 

Guests: Ernest E. Barbarash aad Herschel Auerbach 

GENER.AL ZIONISM 

A platform was sub~itted by Rabbi Irving ✓dller on behalf of the 
Shekel campaign. It was decided that it will be released on Sunda.y in con­
junction with the meeting of the National Administrative Council. 

Rabbi Miller indicated that e. full page advertisement in the Yiddish 
newspapers will be published several days later. Mr. Isreeli will handle these 
~ds. Mr. Barbara sh will t:lke care of the press releases and copies will be 
sent to the District Presidents for placement in local Anglo-Jewish newspapers 
throughout the country. 

GENEP.AL ZIONIST LOAN 

This loan was approved by the Administrative Council of the Jewish 
National Fund and was to be sub:nitted to its Executive. Dr. Silver forwarded 
a copy of the 1939 resolution approving uction to be taken for such loan from 
the United Palestine Appeal and instructions were given to place copies of 
this resolution into the h,mds of our representatives to the (TNF so that they 
may be guided by th~ convention resolution at the meeting on Thursday night, 
March 28th, 1946. 

VETERANS 

A report was rendered by Major Auerbach, copies of which have been 
for1,arded to th members of the Inner Committee. It .,:as decided that hE, . ould 
be retained and his work be concentrated in major communities. It Illas in­
dicated that he would be helpful in the sale of Shekolim. It ms decided 
that he would be engagRd on .a permanent basis and f.inancial arrangements 
would be made by the Finance Committee in consultatio~ with the Executive 
Director regaraing his salary. 

SHEKEL CA?.1PAIGN 

A review was had of the proceedings of tle Shekel Boa.rd with refer­
ence to the voting date. Dissension has arisen within the composition of the 
Board on a choice of dates. It ws.s decided that one day be set a.side for 
voting in sm&ller communities and two days for larger cities. The action on 
this decision is to be taken at the next meeting of the Shekel Bo~rd on next 
Tuesday. It wa,3 also suggested thu.t Regional Conferences be convened for the 
Shekel campaign in Chicago, St . Louis, Los Angeles and other major cities 
throughout the co'W1try. • 
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EXECUTIVE UNION 

Minutos, Inner Committee Meeting 
March 27th, 1946 

A report ws.s rendered by the sub-c.ommittee of the Inner Committee 
with reference to the demands made by the Executive Union. These deman,:s 
wcrG r8viewed and modifications indicated. Thereafter, the agreement and 
modifications.were referred to the sub-committee for action. 

Btu1K RESOLUTIONS 

On behe.lf of the Sccretury of the organization, Be.nking Resolutions 
were submitted empowering the Secretary and Comptroller ~1der joint sign~ture 
to execute checks drawn on the z.o.A. petty cash account; empowering the 
Comptroller or the Secretary incividual:y to execute checks drawn on the 
Z.O.A. payroll account; empo,,ering the Chairmun of the Finance Committee 
and the Treasurer and the Associate 'l'reasurer as alternEte for the TreE-~surer 
only to execute checks drawn on the regular account of the Z.O.A.; empowering 
the Chairmen of the Finonce Committee and the Treasurer and the Associate 
Treasurer as alternate for the Treasurer only to execute checks drawn on the 
expansion fund account; empowering the Chairman of the Finance Committee 
~in<l Tr.aasurer or Associate Treasurr-:r to sign on behalf of the account 'l'hich 
will contain the receipts and disbursaments in connection with the flight t~ 
Palestine. These resolutions were unanimously pessed. 

The meeting WHS adjourned. 

,, -- ,:. --

Respectfully submitted, 

S IDNE'i N'lATtlCS 
Secretary 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 76 

AMERICAU ZIONIST EMERGENCY com.OIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE CO!-iMITTEE 

April 1, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Com.~ittee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Monday, April 1, at 4: 00 P.H., at 342 Madison 
Avenue. New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Moses F. Epstein, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, i"rs. Samuel w. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, 
Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Solu Pool, Judge Bernard A, 
Rosenblatt, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman• David 
We~theim, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. I.E. Berkson, Eliahu Epstein, Profess,r Milton Handler, Dr. Sidney 
Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abraham Tulin, Meyer w. Weisgal. 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin 
Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Judge Simon H. Rifkind, Dr. Josef Cohn, Elihu D. Stone. 

MilruTES 

Professor Pekelis drew attention to the fact that the Minutes of Marcil 
19th did not record Mrs. Halprin' s query as to whether anything had been <1one 
about obtaining an interview with Winston Churchill before he left America 
and the c.11ai rman' s reply that we were doing what we could. 

With this correction noted, the Minutes were approved. 

Mrs. Halprin asked Dr. Silve~ why, when she posed this question, and 
he was then leaving for the appointment with I-'lr. Churchill, he had not so 
indicated. Dr. Silver stated that the matter was being placed on the agenda 
for discussion later - in accordance with Professor Pekelis's request - and 
asked that we proceed ~dth the pressing matters before us. 

T:RAMSJOBD.A.N 

l. Legal, Case: Judge Rosenblatt pointed out the possibility of establishing 
a legal case in the matter of Great Britain's grant of ind~pendence to 
Transjordan on the basis of the arrangements in 1922 when, according to his 
recollection, Mrt Churchill offered to the Zionist Executive the principle 
of economic absorptive capacity for western Palestine us a condition for the 
suspension of the application of the provisions of the Mandate relating to 
the Jewish National Homo in Transjordan. 
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Since our consent to this agree~ent was requested at that time, he 
felt, it must necessarily follow that our consent should also be obtD.inod 
before granting independence to Transjordan. 

As to the procedure to be followed in dealing with this aspect of the 
situation, he submitted for consideration the following possibilities: 
(1) Appealing to the U.N.; (2) approaching tho American Go vernment as a 
partner to the Convention of 1924; (3) engaging legnl counsel to look into the 
entire matter; ( 4) appealing to some of the smaller nations to bring tht s 
question up to tho members of the old League of Nations on the ground that 
this act may lead to disturbance of tho peace in the entire "Uddle East. 

Professor Pckelis agreed with Judge Rosenblatt and drew attention to 
the fact that at the meeting of February 11th, he had suggested tha t the 
matter of Transjordan be taken up with what remains of the Lecl.t.,Cl"\le of Nations. 
In his opinion this was the proper jurisdiction from a legP-1 view:point. He 
asked that we ascertain the status of the legal document which Dr. Goldmann 
had informed us was in the process of preparation in London, whereupon :1r. 
W'cisge.l :. .. eported the.t the document setting forth the legal points ha s al.ready 
been presented to the Colonial Office. 

Mr. Tulin w~s of the opinion that our only hope in the matter lies ,d th 
the American Government, and not with the defunct Lengue of Nations; tha t we 
must concentrate on bringing whatever pressure we can to bear on our Govcrn­
ncnt in order to influence it to assort its right under the Convention of 
1924, ,vherein Great Britain undertook not to .. rucc any changes in the I,!o.ndate 
without the consent ef the United States. 

1'1i th regard to the reference to the Convention of 1924, using it as n. 
basis for u.s. intervention, Mr. Stone explained that there is n fonno.1 State 
Department ruling that the Convention refers only to cases where the interests 
of .t~erican nationals are obviously affected by miy changes which the British 
Governnent might make; that ruling is official v.nd limits us to that ext ent. 

Mr. Epstein felt that in view of the fact tha t the q_ucstion of Tj_•ans­
jordan will not be coming up until the next session of the U.N. Assembly 
meeting in September, we should press the issue in America from all an~les. 
It should be presented to the old League of Nations and, through the pro~er 
channels, later on t o the U.N. He reported that from conversations he had 
had with government officinls it appeared that the .Ame rican Government \·Tl',s at 
first trucen by surprise when the announcement of Trnnsjordan's independence 
wo.s ade. Their first reaction we.s negative, but this ney have ch..mbod by 
now. From a legnl point of view Mr. Epstein thought that we had a good caso 
which ,-ould require concentration on nany :phases ['.!ld the,t if we were succoss­
ful in our approach to the American angle, it would assist tho Jewish Agency 
i r.nn e asuro.b ly. 

Professor Pekelis urged the appointment of a legal sub-comnittee to 
study the eomplex legal q_uostions involved so that we could have advice of 
legal counsel with a view to initiating appropriate aetion by the Jewish 
,\gency before the proper international bodicst and submitted a motion to. that 
effect. He pointed out tho problems involved, such as II estoppcl n, intei,.. 
preto.tion, etc., referred specifically to Article 25 of the Mruidate whieh 
indicates that Transjordan is an integral part of Palastine, and mentioned 
Articles 5, 26 and 27 of the Mandate as exanples of the legal possibilities. 
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Professor Handler expressed the opinion that the appointment of a com­
mi ttoc would bo highly desirnble in order to explore whether an;f legal 
procedures are available to the Jewish Agency to ques tion and challenge the 
action of the British Governnent; if such legal procedures are not availublo 
or desirable, this r.icy at least give us some opportunit:r for a public rolntions canpaign in which the issues can be effectively presented. 

• Further discussion of the motion elicited additional points as \·rell ns n 

• 

nw:1ber of runendnents to Professor Pekolis 1s motion. As a result, it was 
dccidod to appoint a legal connittee to advise us in presenting our cnsc to 
the Stnte Departnent, with the understanding that this conni ttcc should first 
inquire from the Jewish .ri.gency as to what it has done in this natter nnd to 
infom it of contcnplatcd action on our part. 

2. melegrru:i to Sccretn~J of St~te 3"Jrnesi Dr. Silver presented for con­
sideration drt£t of a telcgran to the Secretary of State (1) protesting against Gre~t Britain's action in unilaterally reco gnizing Transjordan ns cll1 indoycndent 
state nnd in sepa:rating that territory fron Palestine; (2) rcq_ucst:1.ng that tho 
United States Govcrnnent ,-Tithhold recognition of Tnmsjordan 1s independence 
until ,,,e have been given a chance to present the facts in the si tuatir:in • 

.: s a result of the ensuing discussion, a_uring which various conncnts and 
revisions wore noted for incorporation in tho telegrfil'l to Mr. ~Jrncs, a notion 
was adopted to dispatch the telogrrn to the SccretnrJ of State. 

-!r. Tulin suggested inclusion of a statenent to the effect tho.t the ri6 ht ~ 
of the sovereignty of the U.S. in Transjordan was violated by the British pro­
clanation of the independence of Transjordan. Dr. Goldstein wondered whct.1er 
we should not include in the telegran reference to tho interpretation which 
Professor Dulles gave in San Francisco of the phrase 11 partios principal~y 
concerned" as neaning the Allied and Associated Powers of tho last wo..r -
according to which Anerica has as nuch concern with the di spo si ti on of the 
Mandute as any other country involved. 

RAJ3B! PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN 

The following excerpt fron a cable which Mr. Bnkstnnsky, of Lonc1.on, sent 
to the UPA office here, was read: "BERNSTEIN' SUGGESTS YOU ASK EMERGElmY com.,. CIL 
WIRE Ei'-IBASSY HERE TO INVITE HIM ~Um ALSO HELP HIM IN SEE! G CAB! raT ~-IIiTISTERS. II 

Renarking that he assuned that Rabbi Bernstein, who is now in London, was 
keeping in close touch with the Jewish Agency, Dr. Silver asked for nn expression of opinion on the request r:iade. Mr. Weisga.l suggested that it is not proper 
procedure for us to send cables directly to tho Anerican ErJbassy. Following n 
brief discussion, the chnirr:ian stated that if there were no objections, tho 
action requested would be taken. 

U.N. 

In connection with cultivating the key Me~bers of UN. delegates to the Zienist point of view, Dr. Silver subr.iitted for considcrntion the question 
whether we should leave it to the Jewish Agency to handle this natter in nll 
its aspects or whether the -.recney Council should eooperate with it on one or 
moro J?hascs of the problem. If tho Emergency Council is to participate in this 
activity, dotniled plans would have to be fomulatod, he felt. 
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?-Ire Weisgnl pointed out that at the nceting of the Exocuti vc in Jerusnlcn 
it was decided that the Jewish Agency should deal with the natter of the U.N. 
delegations and he called attention to the fact that at the last nceting of the 
Connittee of Eight action on this matter had been postponed for a short w~ilo. 
To this Dr. Silver count ercd that while it was true that tho Exocuti vc O.'tr 

thorized the Jewish Agency to set up ru1 office to carry on its officicl contacts 
with the u.N. delegations, our discussion concerned it.self with tho question 
of whether all phn.ses should be covered by tho Jewish Agency office in Mow 
York, or whether the Emcrgrncy Council should cooperate in tho sociP,1 o,spoct 
of this work. 

In the ensuing discussion nany opinions wore expressed. Dr. ':Tiso offered 
a notion, which he later anended, in order to incorporate Rabbi Millor 1s sug­
gestion nbout the klericnn Jewish Conference, to the effect thP.t tho chc.irnnn 
appoint a co:-ni ttec nnd thf',t the Jewish Agency be asked to appoint r-. cor.u~.i ttee 
of the sf'.f.10 nur:iber who, together with represcntn.ti vcs the Ancrican Jc"1ish 
Con: ercnce will be asked to dcsignato, shall noct n..l'ld discuss this entire 
question and bring its report to this body. 

~r. Lipsky was of the opinion that we were conplicating natters by 
ap!)Ointing additional cor.ni ttces and drew attention to the fact that in the 
arra'l'lgenents i..n. th tho :Energency Council the Jewish Agency hn.s reserved for 
i tsclf certain rights to represent the Zionist no,~cncnt in internn.tioncl 
si tun.tions. The natter under consideration should therefore cone under the 
aegis of the Jewish Agency. He felt th :?..t a suggestion night be naa_o to the 
Jevrish Agency to invite the cooperation of t he bodies cnunerntcd. 

As ri. result of the discussion, it was decided to ask tho Jewish Agency 
at the earliest opportunity to call into conference representatives of the 
Ancrican Zionist Encrgcncy Council (and other bodies, if so desired) to 
discuss the best ways of cultivating, for our purpose, th e visiting u.N. 
delegations in Ar.lerica. 

JUDGE SIMON H. RIFKIND 

In presenting Judge .Riflcind, who just returned fron f". fi vc r:10nths f stay 
in Eu.rope, where he had s~cd as Special Advisor on Jewish ~ffairs to - . 
Gcncrnl McMarney, European Theater Co::u~a.11dcr, Dr. Silver nen ti oncd the si~ 
nificant service he hnd rendered our country c.nd our people by his fine 
achieve. ents there and stated how grateful he was to hin for having accepted 
the invitation to come and share his inpressions with us • 

Judge Rifk1nd gave a graphic survey of the situation in the DP centers 
in ,.Eu.rope nnd e□phasized the inportn.ncc of innediato nass nigration to PDJ.estino 
~the only solution for the Jews in Europe. He described his visit to 
Pn..i.estino as "the only ten doys of joyn which he had experienced throughout 
his stey abron.d. His stirring talk was followed by nany questions which he 
answered. 



- . . 

• 

• 

- 5 -

At the conclusion of Judge Rifkind 1 s talk, Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver ex­

pressed their deep gratitude to hin and corr .ondod hin on the historic . 

service he has rendered to the Jewish people in this very critical hour - a 

service which will long be renenbered. 

Er. Segal renarked on the high esteen in which Judge Rifkind. was h eld 

by cll who cnne in contact with hin -1:'2 his work in Europe and the adn irntion 

and p raise for his work which was expressed by everyone whon Mr. Segnl n et 

in his tour of the DP canps. 

Because of the lateness of the hour, Dr. Silver explnined that we woula. 

have to })ostpone until the next .. eeting the op··ortunity of listonin{; to 

Mr. Louis Segal 's report of his experiences c:'..brond. For tho sane r eason, it 

was clso agreed to wait until the next noeting to discuss the question of 

Winston Churchill. 

The neeting adjourned at 6:20 P.H • 
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CONEIDENT IAL NO. 77 

AMDIC.AN ZIONIST EMJilRGDCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEJCTING OF IXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 9, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesdq, April 9, at 1:30 P.M., at 342 adison 
Avenue, New York Oi ty. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding)• Gedal.iah l3ublick, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Uax Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal. Louis Lipsky, Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Louis Segal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, I. L. Kenan, Dr. Sidney Marks, Jacob Dostrovsky, Meyer 1. Wesigal. 

Eliahu Een-Horin, Arnold x. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tu.vim. 

Tuviah Arazi • 

MUJ'l'I 

Dr. ,•Tise invited Mr. Tuviah Arazi t of the Jewish Agenoy, to report on the latest developments in the Mufti matter. 

Mr. Arazi read a cable which he had just received from France dealing with 
the release of the ~Mufti. The information contained therein was confirmed and 
elaborated upon in a Reuter' s dispatch appearing in DER TAG of April 9th, which stated: 

"France is ready to let the pro-Nazi Jerusalem ex-Mufti 
e,o, if any Arab State is willing to let him enter its 
country, to~ declared an official of the French Foreign 
Min1stI'7 • whereby he pointed out that the Mufti, who 
collaborated with Hitler, is now in France not under 
arrest, but under "police protection for his own security" 
and \hat he can go wherever he wants • 

"The official. of the French Foreign Ministry denied that 
any note was received about the Mufti from the Arab Leagu.e. 

"The announcement that the Mufti ia "free" evoked great 
astoniahment in Paris, for on previous inquiries about 
him the replte• were that he wa.a under "house confinement". 
Now the government officials claim that no auch statement 
wa• 1aaued from official circles ••.••.•• " 

~-Ir. Are.zi reported that the Je'1ish Agency had prepared an indictment of the Mufti with substantiating documents proving his incontestable guilt in hie 
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pro-Nazi activities. While this is now ready for publication and it is only a ques­
tion of the time req_uired for printing, etc,, before it is released, he felt that 
in view of tod8¥ 1s developments we could not wait for the publication of the book. 
Immediate action was imperative in order to prevent the escape of the Mufti to 
Saadi Arabia which, according to the telegram, was imminent -- perhaps within a 
day or two. 

He explained that in reply to Mrs. Barbara Gould 1s (Labor M.P.) inquiry in 
the House of Commons on April 4th with regard to the Mufti, Mr. Bevin had replied 
that the French Government so far had failed to comply with the British request 
for the extradition of the Mufti but that the British Governrient was pressing the 
matter and had the request constantly before the French Government. As for the 
reasons the French had given for not agreeing to surrender the l-1uft1, Mr. Bevin 
had stated that the French presented no official answer but that it is understood 
that there are certain difficulties involved. 

Under the cl rcumst ances, therefore, Mr. Arazi felt that time was of the 
essence and he recommended that the following action be taken immediately: 
(1) That w~ initiate at once a press campaign attacking France 1s action in the 
m:itter. (2) We should make public one of the documents in our possession -- an 
affidavit aigned by Wisliceny, an official of the Gestapo, which attests to the 
ac~uracy of the statement that the Mufti was one of the instigators of the 
extemination of European Jewry by the Gemans and substantiates the evidence 
of Mr. Kastner, made public a while ago. This immediate action should be taken 
in addi t_ioa to the eventual publication of the book referred io. 

In the lengthy and detailed discussion which ensued many suggestions were 
offered with regard to the action to be taken: 

1. Mrs. Barbara Gould& In view of the interest which Mrs. Gould had 
evinced in the House of Commons on the question of the Mufti, it was decided to 
communicate with the Je,.,ish Agency by telephone and ask them to apprise her of 
the present developments in the situation. 

Note: Mr. Weisgal agreed to transmit this information to 
the Jewish Agency during his telephone conversation 
with London. 

2. Leon Blum: It was decided to ask Professor Pekelis to telephone 
im~ediately to Leon Blum (who, it was reported, had previeusly indicated that 
he did not even know that the Mufti was in France) and to place the entire issue 
clearly and bluntly before him, stressing the loan angle. 

3 • .An Exclusive Release to the New York Times or the Herald Tribune • 

4. }"urther Mobilization of Public Opinion: A discussion on the channels 
through which public opinion could be aroused evoked the following suggestions 
on which it was decided to act: (a) to influence Senators and Congressmen to 
speak on the subject of the Mufti on the floor of both Houses, as they did on 
the question of Transjordan; (b) to disseminate Reuter's dispatch to the news­
papers; (c) to enlist immediately the cooperation of a number of radio comrnentatorn 
in apprising the public of the present status of the Mufti matter. 

s. Lord Halifax: In view of England's involvement in the Mufti develop­
ment, as conveyed by Mr. Arazi, 1 t was agreed that Dr. Wise should get in touch 
with ~ord Halifax to convey to him our feelings in the matter and to urge him 
to communicate them to his Government. 
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S. Appointment \'Tith Secretary of State l3yrnes: Considerable thought was 
given to the advisability of seeking an interview with Mr. l3yrnes in the matter 
of the Mufti. In the detailed discussion which followed, it was :pointed out -­
among other pertinent observations made - that (a) we have Mr. l3yrnes 1 reply to 
the effect that the United States cannot indict the Mufti because indictment by 
the United States Government can be made only a~ainst those war criminals who 
committed crimes against .American nationalsf (b) that the attack on the ~ufti 
should be based on the fact that he was a Nazi collaborator rather than on the 
basis of the harm done b;y him to the Jews; (c) indictment of the Mufti for his 
crime against humanity does not coincide with the position taken by Hr. :Byrnes. 

It was the consensus of opinion that it was important to communicate vii th 
Secretary of State Byrnes, present the facts to him, and arrange for an appointment, 
and a motion to that effect was carried. 

7. Oable to Monsieur :Sidault: It was decided to recommend to the American 
Jewish Conference that they send a cable to Monsieur Bidault. 

Professor Pekelis subsequently reported his telephone conversation with 
Leon :Blum which, he :felt, was very satisfactory.. Monsieur :Blum understood the 
situation and prooised to telephone to Paris immediately. 

JEWISH REFUGEES IN LA SFEZIA 

In connection with the reported plight of the 1,100 Jews detained on board 
11he FEDE in La Spezia, northern Italy, in order to prevent their departure for 
Palestine, the following cable was read: 

"TEE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM RECEIVED FBOM REFUGEE SHIP FEDE DETAINED 

IN LA SPEZIA QUOTE WE 1100 JTii·TISH REFUGEES DETAINED ON l30ARD SHIP 

FEDE IN LASPEZIA ITALY WHILE TRYING TO LF.AVE FOR PALESTINE THE LAND 

OF OUR UST AND ONLY HOPE DECLARE THAT W'E SHALL NOT LEAVE THIS SHIP 

AND WE DEMAND PDMISSION TO CONTINUE" OUR VOYAGE STOP WE SHALL SINK 

THE SHIP AND DROWN WITH IT BECAUSE WE :REACHED THE LAST STAGE OF 

DESPAIR !TOP APPROACH BRITISH PRIME MINISTER AND US.A. PRESIDENT VIEW 

OBTAINING PEBMISSION FOR OUR ENTRY PALESTINE THIS :BEING THE ONLY 

SALVATION IN OUR DESPERATE SITUATION UNQUOTE WIB.E IMMEDIATELY YOUR 

ACTION 

( ;oD) GilFUNXEL mux :BERNSTEIN - ON BEHALF OF CENTRAL BEFUGEE 
COMMITTEE IT.ALY 

Reference was also made to the item which appeared in the NE\f YORK TIMES of 
April 8th \lhich reported an authoritative source as charging that the :Sri ti sh 
authorities had used diplomatio pressure to seal. the doors of Eastern European 
borders against esc¥ing Je,.,s in order to halt illegal immigration to Palestine. 

As a result of the ensuing discussion, -during which many suggestions were 
entertained on the action to be taken, it was decided: (1) To request the .American 
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Jewish Conference to send a telegram to President Truman embodying the cable r&­
ceived and requesting the President to intervene in such ways as he deems advisable 
in order to enable the l, 100 refugees to proceed to their hopeful destination. 
(2) To intercede with our friends in the Italian-Anerican group here and ask them 
to intervene with influential people in Italy. Toward this end, Dr. Wise volun­
teered to contact Messrs. Pecora and .Antonini, and Mrs. Pool promised to co01:nmi­
cate with Hrs. Fereira • 

Mrs. Halprin made the suggestion that we mobilize both Christian and Jewish 
public opinion in this country and stimulate the sending of telegrat1s to· the 
President. 

ST. LOUIS OIL CONFERENCE. 

Mr. Ben-Horin presented a brief report on the oil conference which took 
place in St. Louis on April 8th• strictly in Cal!lera, and was attended b¥ 9 oil 
men -- all Zionists (Messrs. F. Julius Fohs. Julius Livingston, Sidney Herold, 
Eugene M. Solow, Herman P. Taubman, Bernhard H. Lasky, Herbert Gussnan, Louis 
Franklin and William Elson) as well as by Dr. Silver, Dr. Akzin, Ur. Tuvim and 
Mr. :Ben-Horin. Mr. Eliahu Epstein was invited to attend but could not be present. 
Two reports had been prepared for this conference, which was called for the pur­
pose of discussing the effects .of liiddle Eastern oil on the Zionist position -
one by Mr. Ben-Horin. on the political aspects of the situation, and the other by 
Mr. Fohs, on the technical phases. 

The conference, ,..,hich was considered most helpful and useful by those 
present, adopted as the basis for the policy to be pursued the conclusions and 
suggestions recommended in Mr. ]en-Horin•s meoorandum (on file). A comnittee, 
consisting of Mr. Herold, chairman, Mr. Fohs and Mr. Taubman, with !ir. Ben-Horin 
as liaison, was appointed to follow through the decisions taken. 

POLICY 

Mrs. Halprin suggested for inclusion in a future agenda the subject matter 
dealt with i .n a memorandum from Mr. Leo Sack• copy of which she had seen. 
Mr. Shapiro explained that this memorandum, addressed to Dr. Silver, was to 
have been considered at the last meeting of the ~xecutive, but because of the 
crowded agenda then, would be discussed at the meeting on April 18th. Since she 
would not be able to attend the April 18th meeting, Mrs, Halprin asked that the 
matter be taken up at the meeting follo,-,ing that. 

JUDGE RIFKIND 

Judge Rothenberg made a motion -- which was unanimously carried - that we 
place on record our deep sense of satisfaction with the splendid report which 
Judge Rifk:ind rendered to the Executive Committee at its meeting of April 1st; 
thnt this be spread on the Minutes and that Judge Rifkind be informed to that 
effect. 

MR. 'tTEISG.AL 1S REPORT 

Mr. Weisgal reported on the trans-Atlantic telephone conversation he had just completed with London during which the various matters taken.up at this 
meeting were discussed: 

1. La Spezia: Contact had been made with the Colonial Office in this 
matter, but the results are not yet known. Mr. Weisgal as asked to convey the 
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message that all instruments in America should be used in order to avert a catas­
trophe for these Jews who are deeply in earnest about their intentions. 

2. Mufti: The various points raised in our discussion today were brought 
up in the conversation, with this additional interesting development: The British 
have made a II der:tarche11 to the French Government, asking then not to release the 
Mu:fti. The French Government asked the British Government whether it regc1rded the 
11ufti as a war criminal whereupon the answer was 11 we regard him as a quisl i ng." 
As a "quisling," the French said, they could not turn him over to the British 
Government. 

3. Mrs. :Barbara Gould: Our decision to apprise i1rs. Gould of the present 
develo:pr.ient s in the Mufti r.iatter was conveyed and will be acted on, 

4. Transjordan: London asked that tlo.e Council nake public on the follow­
ing day the legal docunent_ on Transjo.rdan which the Jeu ish Agency sent to the 
Colonial Office on March 14th. 

ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

1. Our Ad re: the 1"1ufti: 'r• Shapiro read a cable frot1 the Anerican 
met1bers of the Anglo-Anerican Com□ittee of In~uiry, addressed to Dr. Wise and 
Dr. Silver, and our reply thereto (attached). 

2. Our Future Attitude toward the Cot1r.1ittee: In connection with Mr. 
Heisgal 1 s statement that a nunber of requests had cone to hin fron various 
authoritative sources asking that nothing be said or done which r:iight tend to 
irritate the oembers of the Com□ittee at this tine, while they are writing their 
report, it was noved and carried that no representative of the Executive Committee 
nor of the Council as a whole -- no member or group, collectively or individually -
shall do anything in the wey of attacking the members of the Anglo-American Com­
mittee unless such action is decided upon at a meeting. 

Mr. Tu.vim suggested that this restriction be not limited to attack only; 
that nothing .. favorable nor unfavorable about the Committee be said until we reach 
a decision. 

3. Long-Range Recoomendation bl the Committee: Mrs. Halprin raised the 
point whether, if it were in our power to influence the Committee to make 
proposals for ultimate solution, favorable and acceptable to us, it would not 
be wise to press for the issuance of a lon~range recommendation simultaneously 
with the interim report which the Connittee is expected to subnit. Under the 
circunst ances, she suggested that we meet on the following day in order to di S­
euss what might be aeceptable to us • 

It was therefore decided to call a meeting for April 10th at which time 
this natter could be discussed in detail. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 P.H. 

For A.L. 
lk 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COUMITTEE 

April 10, 1046 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 78 

• A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 

• 

Emergency Council was held on WednesdEcy", April 10, at 12:00 Noon, at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Leon Gellman, Mrs. Samuel 1·r. Halprin, 
Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, 1Irs. Herman Shulman, David 
Wertheim• 

Rabbi Philip s. Bernstein, Jacob Dostrovsk:y, Dr. Sidney Harks, Meyer 
Weisgal. 

Eliahu :Ben-Horin • Arnold K. Is reeli, Harold P. Mnnson. Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. Benjan in Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Tuvia Arazi, Dr. Josef Cohn, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman. 

REFUGEES .A:BOARD VESSEL FEDE 

In connection with the detention of 1200 Jewish refug'ees on board the vesse~. 
FEDE, in Italy, which was bound for Palestine, Dr. "Tise read tho foll.owing telegraw 
which is being sent tod8¥ by Mr. Charles Poletti to the Italian Government: 

''American people deeply shocked over action of Italian police probably 
under :Sri tish orders in detaining 1200 Jewish refugees ready to sail 
on ship FEDE to Palestine. Strongly urge that everything be done to 
release these refugees who threaten to commit suicide and permit them 
to go to Palestine. 11 

Dr. Wise had also been in touch with Mr. Antonini who will communicate with in­
fluential circles in Italy in order to obtain their assistance. 

EX-MUFTI 

Mr, r~anson reported in detail on the press and radio .activities of this 
office with regard to the contemplated release of the ex-Mufti by the French 
Government. It is hoped that the news will be spread around until it evokes 
comment on its own. 

Mr. Arazi reported that a visit had bee:'. paid to the French Embassy which 
advised the visiting representatives that three telegrams were being sent to the 
French Government, informing them of the dangerous situation here. Mr. Arazi al so 
brought to the attention of those present the fact that certain documents he 
possessed requesting the return of the ex-Mufti had the signatures affixed thereto 
of the leaders of the Lebanon, the majority of which were those of Christian 
Lebanese. 
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Dr. Wise reported that a meeting had been arranged l'ri th Monsieur "13onnet for 
five-thirty this afternoon at the Hotel Pierre. Mr. Arazi, Mr. Jaffee and 
Professor Pekelis are to accompany Dr. Wise. 

LETTER J!ROM DR. SILVER 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter from Dr. Silver, dated April 9, 1946, in which 
Dr• Silver stated he felt that in anticipation of the report which is to be issued 
by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, the Council should send a letter to 
the officers of the various national Zionist bodies, requesting them not to isnue 
any public statements when the report is published until the Emergency Council has 
had a chance to orient itself and to establish a 11 line11 in harmony with that of 
the Jewish Agency; a letter should also be sent to all the l,ocal Oonunittees of tho 
Emergency Council all over the country to await direction from the Council. 

A general discussion ensued and it was decided to send two separate letters, 
one to the national organizations and one to the Local Emergency Committees. 

ANG.LO-AlUlRICAM COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

In accordance with the latest information as to the progress of the Com~ 
mittee there was a full discussion (on file) as to further steps to be taken to: 
(1) urge the Committee, in accordance with its Terms of Reference, to make 
recommendations for the ultimate political disposition of Palestine, or (2) to 
urge the Committee to deal with immediate necessities and to by-pass the full 
poll tical problems. 

Following the discussion it was agreed that our representatives in Switzer­
land should not be advised of tho substance of the debate. 

A motion was made that the Emergency Council shoul'd immediately extend an 
invitation to Mr. Shertok to come to this country followine the issuance of the 
Committee report. The motion was seconded and carried, Mr. Gellman dissenting. 

RAJ3BI PHILIP'S. BEBNSTEIN 

Rabbi Philip S, Bernstein just returned from London, reported on his visit 
to England. 

Rabbi :Bernstein pointed out that Jews need some status in the world today. 
He illustrated his point by describing the opening session of the United Nations 
Refugee Commission in London, where there were twenty odd nations represented, 
and the Jews not having status could not participate in the discussions• 

There is growing weaknen of our movement in England. We have very few 
friends, even among the people on whom we thought we could depend in years gone 
by. There is developing a growing feeling of resentment against the Jews, as 
Creech-Jones puts it, in relation to the loss of :British lives in Palestine, ond 
in relation to the problems that are being created for them. This apparently 
is a genuine thing. W'e have no friends among the Christi ans, The Church of 
England follows the government line in mat t ers of this kind and there is no real 
aupport from the Church there. The same is true of the press, which is not 
publishing Zionist letters and Zionist speeches. In response to Dr. Wise 1s 
question as to whether there were any suggestions that we curtail our bitterness 
against England, Rabbi :Bernstein replied that there were no such suggestions. 
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Rabbi Bernstein stated that his visit to Germany last ,-,eek confinned his 
belief that nothing is worse than reality. The despair of people standing around 
in camps with nothing to do and no place to go is heartbreaking to witness. There 
is no other stand than to be firm Zionists. We should disregard the fact that we 
may be more unpopular and go ahead ,-,i th our program. 

The :London office requests that we be in touch with the State Department, 
requesting that they advise the British not to act on Transjordan until the 
Palestine problem is settled. The State Department should not ratify Transjordan 1 s 
independence. 

Meeting adjourned at 2: 30 P.M. 

NF 
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Pol/5/46 

The Chief Secretary 
Government Offices 
Jerusalem 

Sir, 

C () F Y - - -- -
16th January, 1946 

I have the honour to address you on the subject of the economic boycott 
proclaimed against the Palestine-J".ewish community by the Arab League, com­
prising the Governments of the neighbouring Arab States and the Government of 
the Mandated Territory of Transjordan, as well as by the Arab Higher Committee 
in Palestine. 

2. I beg to attach a copy of a letter on the subject addressed by the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine to the Chairman of the General. Assembly of the United 
Nations Organization and would ask for the favour of its transmission to His 
Majesty's Government. The Jewish Agency would respectfully request that its 
submissions m~ be endorsed and supported by the representatives of His Majesty's 
Government in the appropriate organs of the United Nations Organization. A 
similar request is being addressed by the Jewish Agency to the Governments of 
the United States, u.s.s.R. and France. 

3. ~uite apart from Hie Majesty's Government's status as a leading member of 
the United Nations Organization, its locus standi in the matter derives from its 
position as the Mandatory for Palestine. The Jewish Agency was gratified to see 
in an official communique issued by the Govett.ment of Falestine a full recogni­
tion cf the fact that the boycott "is a measure of immediate concern to the 
Mandatory Power which is responsible, under the provisions of the Mandate, for 
the well being of all peoples in Palestine." 

4. From the beginning of the boycott agitation the Jewish Agency has been 
anxious to refrain from doing or urging anything that might be calculated to 
precipitate the issue. In the hope that the decisions taken by the Arab Govern­
ments might remain on paper, the Jewish Agency has urged upon the economic 
circles directly concerned the necessity of showing the maximum measure of 
forebearance and abstaining from premature retaliation. Experience has unfor­
tunately proved these hopes to have been unwarranted. 

5. The legislative and administrative boycott measures adopted by the Govern­
ments concerned, to 'tlhich reference was made in the attached communication, have 
been followed by practical eteps carrying the above formal decisions into effect. 
Cases have already been reported of consignments of Palestinian goods having 
been stopped or confiscated at frontier posts. Palestinian firms trading ~~th 
the neighbouring countries have received notices of cancellation of orders and 
of severance of commercial relations. Import licences for Palestinian goods 
are in the process of being cancelled. The officially directed propaganda for 
the complete enforcenent of the boyeott is in full swing. 

6. In Palestine itself an extreme reluctance appears to prevail in wide section, 
of the Arab business community and general public to engage in the boycott• ae 
the Arab and Jewish economic systems have never been 10 closely integrated and 
interdependent as they are today~ Eut the action taken by the neighbourlng coun­
tries is exerting pressure on the Arabs of Palestine and strengthening the agi­
tation for a complete economic rupture between the two communities. 
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7. In these eireumstances, urgent a.nd detennined action on the part of His 
Majesty's Government and the Palestine Administration appears to be called for, 
if the mounting tide of racial incitement and economic destructiveness is to be 
stemmed in time. It may well be that. if left to itself, the boycott policy 
will eventually- produce boomerang effects which may bring its authors back to 
reason. Even so, a large volume of preventable harm will have been created and 
direct retaliation by those immediately affected - unavoidable in the absence 
of governmental action -- will have caused lasting bitterness. Modern experi­
ence, however, has proved how unwarranted is reliance on the automatic working 
of economic logic where racial prejudice dietates policy and national prestige 
bars retreat. 

8. The first consideration as regards the British Government's reaction to 
the b07cott arises from the fact that it was proclaimed and is being implemented 
under the auspices of the Arab League. This organization has come into being 
with the full blessing of His Majesty's Government. In fact, a declaration of 
His Majesty 1s Governmentts sympathy with the idea of the Arab League preceded, 
and can therefore be rightly held to have prompted, its birth. This being so, 
it would appear to be desirable that His Majesty's Government should publicly 
register their condemnation of the racial boycott policy and pledge their 
opposition to it, lest their silence on the subject be misconstrued as tacit 
approval or, at least, toleration. 

9. As, however, mere censure and admonition oan hardly prove an effective 
remedy, it is submitted that a series of practical steps should be taken to 
bring home to the Governments concerned the extent to which their own economic 
interests depend upon normal trade relations with Palestine, of whose economy 
the Jews :form such· a significant sector, and the harm which they are liable to 
suffer as a result of these relations being disturbed by aggressive action on 
their part. 

10. There appear to be three main channels through whicll benefits accrue to 
the neighbouring countries from trade relations with Palestine. In the first 
place. they all export considerable quantities of food and other conmod.ities 
to Palestine of which a large proportion is consumed by Jews. These imports 
include cotton from Egypt, wheat from Syria and Transjordan and cattle from 
Iraq, all of which are obtainable froI!l other sources. In 1944 ( the last year 
for which official figures are available) the expenditure of Palestine on im-­

ports from the countries of the Arab League was nearly i..4,000,000 for barley 
and ~130,000 for wheat, most of the latter cereal having gone to the urban 
population of which Jews form the majority. For Syrian wheat the Palestinian 
consumer is p~ing more than twice the price of Onnadian wheat and for Trans­
jordanian more thnn twice the price of the Australian. The ratio of the Syrian 

priee to the Canadian is nore than 3:1, In the second place, most of the 
ne1€):lbouring countries obtain part of their imports ·by transit through Pales­
tine. This is particularly the case of Tra.nsjordan, but Egypt, too, inports 
livestock from Iraq and Transjordan via Palestine, while Iraq enjoys the facility 
of a free zone in the Haifa harbour. In the third place. the dollar deficiencies 
of those countries are covered tm.olly or in part ·by the dollar surpluses of 
Palestine deriving from Jewish sources (proceeds of the sale of diamonds and 
remittances of Zionist funds). 

11. It is submitted that a very serious warning should be addressed without 
del~ to the Governments pursuing th~ boycott policy that, unless that policy 
is immediately discontinued, the Go~errunent cf Palestine will proceed to the 
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curtailment or complete withdrawal of all these benefits, i.e., the diversion 
of Palestine's import trade to other countries, the drastic restriction of the 
grant of import licences to nationals of the boycotting States, the deniai of 
transit facilities and the reduction of the allocations of currency from the 
dollar pool. It should be realised that if the boycott continues and no retali­
atory measures are ·.tsken under the first and last counts, the Jews of Palestine 
will find themselves in the grotesque position of actually financing a boycott 
directed against themselves. 

12. In the particular case of the Government of Transjordan the powers wielded 
by His Majesty's Government as the Mandatory should. it would seem, be sufficieht 
to -put an end to the boycott policy even without resorting to any sanctions. 

13. In the case of Syria and the Lebanon, the obligations assumed by those States 
under the Trade Agreement with Palestine of the 30th 1'Tovember, 1939, should be 
invoked. Paragraph 9 of this Agreement reads as follows: 

9, "Trade between the territories of the Contracting 
Parties shall as far as possible not be impeded by 
any import or export prohibitions or restrictions. 

In so far as prohibitions and restrictions may be 
enforced on the importation or exportation of any 
goods, articles produced or manufactu~ed in the 
territorJ of one Contracting ~arty and imported 
into or exported to the terri tcry of the other 
Contracting Party shall receive treatment in all 
respects as favourable as that accorded to the 
like articles produced or manufactured in any 
foreign country. The foregoing provision shall 
in particular apply in respect of any import or 
export licences l-Alich mey be required, and in 
respect of the conditions under which such licences 
a.re 1 ssued." 

The boycott now instituted 1s a flagrant breach of the .Agreement calling for its 
immediate abrogation by the Palestine Government. 

14. The boycott further involves a breach of existing trade agreements between 
all the boycotting States and the United Kingdom. Under all these agreements 
Palestine is entitled to enjoy the benefits of the "most favoured nation" clause. 
There can be lit tle doubt that the present boycott is, in relation to Palestine, 
a direct violation of the obligations incumbent upon the Arab States in question 
by virtue of that clause. 

15. The question of the administrative and other measures called for by the 
boycott 881tation in Palestine calls for special treatment and may form the sub­
ject of further submissions. In the present context it is only desired to draw 
attention to the detrimental effect which this boycott is liable to have on 
Je.wi sh-Arab relations and the country I s internal security, and to point out that 
the internal boycott agitation will automatically collapse if the external boy­
cott is checked and liquidated. 

16. The Jewish Agency would be grateful for the earliest possible consideration 
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of these submissions and for an intimation of the steps taken by the Govemment, 
to which reference was made in your letter c.s. 742/4 of the 5th January, 1946, 
as well as of the further measures which the Government intends to al.opt. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

M. Shertok 
EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGENCY 
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CONFI~TIAL NO. 79 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MilrnTES OF MEETIWG OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 15, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held on Monday, April 15, at 3:30 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City • 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding)• Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Professor .Alexander Pekelis, Louis Segal, Hr s . Herman Shulman t David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Philip s. :Bernstein, Jacob Dostrovslcy, Dr. Sidney Marks, Abraham Tulin. 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Dr. Josef Cohn. 

JE1·TI SH REFUGEES ABOAIID VESSEL FEDE 

A full discussion ensued with respect to the type of support which Zionists in America should give to the leaders in Palestine carrying on the hunger strike, to the Yishuv and to those aboard the ]EDE. The proposal of a supporting hunger strike by leaders in America wa s argued pro and con and in the midst of it, Mr. Wertheim delivered the mes sage that he had just spoken with his office and they had advised him that the High Commissioner had already been seen and had given his assurance that those aboard the FEDE would be given certificates within a day or too. Following this announcement, it w~s the decision of the meeting not to take steps relative to the hunger strike until Thursday, April 18. The decision of the Council then will be based on the action of the Palestine Administration. 

It was agreed that the following cable, containing necessary revisions, be sent to the Yishuv: 

noM BEH.ALF OF ZIONISTS OF Al-1ERICA WE SEND YOU THIS EXPRESSI ON OF 

SOLIDARITY IN YOUR MAGNIFICENT STRUGGLE AGAINST LATEST ACT OF BRUTALITY PER­

PETRATED AGAINST JEWISH SURVIVORS EUROPE STOP YOUR COURAGEOUS HUUGER STRID 

IN SUPPORT HOl-iELESS REFUGEES ABOABD FEDE AT LA SPEZIA RAS A ·1.AKENED ADrURATION 
, OF US ALL AND HAS HEIGHTENED OUR BESOLVE FIGHT AT YOUR SIDE UNCEA.SHTGLY UNTIL 

SUCH TRA.GIC INCIDENTS ARE THING OF PAST STOP IT IS BITTERLY IRONIC SUCH MUST 

:BE MESSAGE OF JEWS TO THEIR l3RET!IBEN IN EBETZTISRAEL ON THIS PASSOVER EVE STOP 

:BUT IN GBEAT TRADITION OUR FESTIVAL OF FREEDOM WE l-nLL CONTINUE OUR STRUGGLE 

AGAINST TYRANNY AND OPFBESSION UNTIL FIN~U.. COMPLETE LIBERATION" 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M. 

. 



• 

• 

. .. 

CONFIDENTIAL 1{0. 80 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINTJTES OF MEETING OF EXEC'L1TIVE COMMITTEE 

April 18, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Thursday, April · 18th, at 2:00 P.t., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr~ Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Rabbi Max Kirshblurn, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Professor Alezander 
Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen 
s. Wise. 

Dr. I. :a. Berkson, Jacob Dostrovsk:y, Eliahu Epstein, Professor Milton 
Handler, I. L. Kenen, Dr. Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abraham Tulin. 

Eliehu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. l anson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran. 

Tuvia Arazi, Col. Bernard :Bernstein. Dr. Josef Cohn, Dvora Rothbard, 
Leo Sack. 

Dr. ~•Tise expressed regret at the fact that his request for a change in 
the hour of this meeting from 4:00 to 2:00 P.M. was responsible for the inability 
of Hadassah 1 s representatives to be present at the full proceedings of this 
meeting. He wished it to be recorded that he had made this request without 
knowledge of the fact that 1 t would conflict ,,,1th Hadassah I s scheduled National 
Board meeting. 

HARVARD CONFEBENOE ONMIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Ben-Horin presented a brief report on the Harvard Conference on Middle 
Eastern Affairs which took place on April 13th. Approximately 45 people, of whom 
11 were Jews, participated in this conference, the call for which was issued by 
Professor Carl Friedrich. Professor Rappard, Vice-Chairman of the Palestine 
Mandates Commission, was the principal guest of the conference, and gave a fine, 
pro-Zionist address at a special session on Mandates with relationship to the 
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations. In all, there were about five 
sessions devoted to such topics as (a) Great Power Conflicts in the Middle East, 
(b) League Experiences with the Mandates, (c) question of the future of Turkey, 
Iran, Dardanelles and Russia, (d) 011 and economic interests in the Middle East, 
( e) Trade and Foreign Policy in the Uiddle East -- with an address by Dean Landis 

Mr. Ben-Horin stated that this conference, as a whole, was friendly to the 
Zionist cause. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shapiro read the Minutes of the meeting of the special J'inanee Commi tt oc 
whieh took place 0n April 4th (attached). 

In keeping with the recommendation of this special committee to have a 
committee appointed to serve as a continuing body to examine and supervise the 
financial activities of the Council, Dr. Silver announced the appointment of the 
following people to constitute such a committee: Daniel Frisch - chairman, 
Louis Segal, Rabbi I. H. Kowalsky, and Mrs. A. P. Schoolman. 

The action taken by the special connnittee was approved. 

GILBERT PROPOSAL 

The chairman invited Col. Bernstein to present the developments in the 
Gilbert plan since the Executive Committee meeting of March 19th! when Mr. Gilbert 
had submitted his proposal on this p~oject connected with the J VAo 

Following Col., Bernstein's presentation, there ensued a lengthy discussion 
on the merits of this proposal (on file). 

As a result• it was moved and carried that the committee which was appointee 
to study this proposal, following the March 19th meeting ( consisting of Professor 
Handler, Professor Pekelis, Mrsc. He.l.prin and Rabbi ICirshblum) plus Uro Tulin and 
Mro Epstein, shall be a,uthori zed to oarry on negotiations with those iuterested 
and that the Jewish Agency shall be apprised of developments and its opinion 
solicited in this matter. 

"PALESTINE - PROl3LEM AND PROMISE" 

Dr. Wise reported that he had been approached by Mr. l3linken of the 
American Palestine Institute with the request that the Council contribute toward 
the deficit of appoximately $21,000 which the Institute had incurred as a result 
of the publiccition of "'.Palestine - Problem and Promise" by Robert Nathan, Oscar 
Gass and Daniel Creamer. 

It was pointed out that at the meeting of January 30th action had been 
taken by the Executive Committee to the effect that the American Zionist Energency 
Council purchase 200 copies of this cooli: ana_ should so coordinate its distribution 
as to avoid any duplication with other Zionist bodieso 

,·Thi le it was tha feeling that this book ,-,a s of inestimable value, it was 
the consensus of opinion that tho Council was not in a position to allocate the 
large sum of money requestede Following suggestions for promoting the sale of 
this book, it was finally moved and carried that the Finance Committee be asked 
to work out a plan in order to promote the d.istri bution of the book among the 
constituent Zionist bodies. 

AC1rIVITIES IN WASHINGTON - BEFORT 

Dr. Silver called upon Mr. Leo Sack to present his report on contacts and 
approaches he had made in Washington circles. 

At the conclusion of this report, which was well received, Dr. Silver 
expressed his thanks to Mr. Sack for a job well done and a report well rendered. 
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.AMERICAN PALESTINE CHRISTIAN COMMITTEE 

Dr. Silver presented for approval the statement of principles of the 
American Christian Palestine Committee, which is to serve as the constitutional 
basis for the Committee's activity. 

The statement was approved, as read, and ordered to be recorded in the 
Hinutes,. (Attached). 

BEN HECHT - .AHERIC.AN LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTIME 

Dr~ Silver submitted for consideration the request made by representatives 
of the Jewish Agency that the Council issue a statement to the press denying the 
allegat ions mad.e by the Repatriation Supervisory l3oard of the American League for 
a Free Palestine (comprised of Bon Hecht, Will Rogers, Jr. and L0uis Bromfield) 
that it was r esponsible for the emigration of thousands of J ews from Europe to 
Palestine 

Mr~ Eps t ein ref erred to the 11 ad" in the NEW YOUK TI 1I::TI5 of April 17th as 
well as to t:1e other stat eme1 ts in the press and s":iat ed th~t they we-re d.osigned 
to create the impression that this group had 'been instrumental in evacuatiug J ~ws 
from Europe to Palestine in order that it might facilitate the collection of funds 
as well as establish prestig<:J f or the Dergson Group-> Beeause of these, as wel l 
as other '.!.'easons he enumerated, M:r l'; Epstein f ei. t it vras e~sential to takt, tha 
necessa:..~y ac:~:!.on to repudiate the misrepresentations , 

A detailed discussion ensued during which the advisability of issuing a 
state e~t to the press to denounce the contentions of th~ Den Hecht group, was 
carefully considered. 

A motion made and seconded -- that the Council issue a statement in effect 
repudiating these people who are collecting money under false pretenses, was 
defeated, 4 to 5. 

LA Sl?EZ!A 

Dr~ Silver stated that he had contacted people in Washington in regard to 
this matter and that a message had reached him that certificates h ad been granted 
to the refugees. 

Dr:o1 Silver paid tribute to the hunger strikers in Palestine who have given 
us an amazing example of Jewish spirit and Je\·1.!.f:h ~-~Yalty-. Their aot wa~ an 
exemplary one in many \·rays and sets us a high f.l,J.r:{ for evidence of the k ::.w::l of 
strength which we hove in the Yishuv and in the J'ewish leaders who took pa.:rt in 
the hunger strike. 

It was decided to convene a special luncheon meeting the following d~ in 
order to deal ,-,1th the important unfinished matters on the agenda. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 P.H. 

For A. L. 
lk 
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PRESENT: 

MimJ'rES 

SPECIAL FilTANCE 00MMI TTEE 
AMER.IC.AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Thursday, April 4, 1946 

Abraham Goodman, Charles Ress, 
Judge Morrls "Rothenberg. Harry L. Shapiro. 

In accordance with the motion passed by the Executive 
Cammi ttee on January 14, "After a discussion in which vari ous 
points were raised and elucidatedt it was moved and carried 
that the budget of $623,000 be adopted in principle, subject 
to the approval and control by a Finance Committee to be 
appointed." 

The meeting concerned itself with the discussion of 
the budget for the fiscal year October 15. 1945 - October 
14, 1946. 

Following the discussion it was the decision of the 
meeting that it approved the budget as submitted in the 
amount of $623.000 on condition that a Finance Committee be 
appointed by the Chairman of the Executive Committee ,.,hich 
would serve as a continuing boczy to examine and supervise 
the financial activities of the Council. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 P.{. 

H.L.S . 
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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
.AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

The American Christian Palestine Committee believes that the so­
o.all.led ttJewish problem" is primarily a Christirui problem. As Christians 
we must resist and seek to destroy racial and religious discrimination. 
We must demand justice for the Jewish people everywhere. We must restore 
security and liberty wherever these have been lost. We must obtain the 
democratic freedoms of citizenship and the right to work for Jews wo 
choose to remain in or return to the lands of their birth. We must saf'e-­
guard their rights to restitution of property and to lives of dignity 
and self-respect, wherever such rights have been denied to them .. 

But this is not enough, as hae been historically demonstrated. 
The basic solution which will end Jewish national homelessness - the 
root of most of the evils ,.rhich have afflicted the Jewish people - is 
imperative tedey. We therefore demand the fulfillment of the clear 
intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration, the League of Nations 
Mandate for Palestine 9 and of the 1924 Convention between Great Britain 
and the United States, all of which were designed to provide a national 
homeland, in the full sense of the word, for the Jewish people. 

Specifically, we urge the implementation of the concurrent 
Congressional Resolution passed in December, 1945: 

HBE IT llSOLVED, that the interest shown by the 
President in the solution of this problem is 
hereby commended and that the United States shall 
use its good offices with the mandatory power to 
the end that Palestine shall be opened for free 
entry of Jews into that country to the maximum of 
its agriculturaJ. and economic potentialities, and 
that there shall be full opportunity for coloniza.­
tion and development, so that they may freely 
proceed with the upbuilding of Palestine as the 
Jewish national home .and, in association with all 
elements of the population, establish Palestine as 
a democratic commonwealth in which all men, regard­
less of race or creed, shall have equal rights. 11 

The steps to the realization of the Zionist goal are free immi­
gration and unrestricted colonization by Jews, resulting in a Jewish 
majority in Palestine empo,·rered to create the institutions of demo­
cratic government. In the Jewish national homeland thus to be estab­
lished, complete separation of church and state is assured. The holy 
places of all religions vill be fully protected under international 
guarantees. 

• • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 81 

AMERIOAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COM?- ITTEE 

April 19, 1946 

A special luncheon meeting of the Executive Committee of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council was held on Friday, April 19, at 11:30 A • . 1. at 342 

Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia :Bublick, · rs. Moses P. Epsteir 
Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, r.trs. Samuel ~-,. Halprin, Louis Lipsky, 
Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, J. rs. Hennan Shulman, 
Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. I~ :B. :Berkson, Daniel Frisch, Professor Milton Handler, Dr. Sidney 
Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abraham Tulin. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran. 

Col. !ernard Bernstein, Dr. Josef Cohn, Richard Gilbert, Leo Sack, 
Max Swirin. 

Dr. Silver expressed to Mrs. Pool the gratitude of the members of the 
Executive Committee for the lovely Passover repast which she had provided. 

GILBERT PROPOSAL 

Following Professor Handler's presentation of the report of the sub­
committee appointed to study this project, a lengthy discussion ensued (on file) 
on the various aspects of the proposal, in which Mr. Gilbert and • r. S,·lirin 
participated. 

As a result of the discussion, it was moved and carried that this body 
take no action on this proposal until it learns the contents of the report of 
the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry and that in the meantime our friends 
be advised to continue exploring the problem w1 thout commitments of any kind • 

TRANSJORDAN 

Professor Handler, chainnan of the legal committee, appointed in accord­
ance with the action taken at the meeting of April 1st, submitted his report. 

Ho stated that the com ittee, after having examined all the pertinent 
documents on the subject as well as the documents already submitted to the 
State Department and the ~ritish Colonial Office, was of the opinion that all 
major legal points have been taken into consideration. This committee will, 
in due course, present for the approval of the Executive Committee a supple­
mentary memorandum which it believes should be submitted to the State Department. 
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DR. zt1CKER 1S PLAN FOR A PROVISION.AL Jln'ITSH STATE 

Mr. Tulin reported on behalf of the sub-cor.nittee which was appointed to 
stu~ Dr. Zucker•s plan for a Provisional Jewish State. 

Dr. Zucker and three of his asscciates had been invited to the second 
meeting of the sub-cornnittee in order that they might explnin the proposal r.iore 
fully. As a result of a friendly nnd frank discussion of the plnn, Dr. Zucker 
agreed: 1. That he would not proceed further with this project; 2. that he would 
refrain fror.i further advertising; 3. that in view of the forthco□ing World Zionist 
Congress, this is a natter which rney be considered at that tine. 

U. N. CONTACTS 

Dr. Silver called attention to the fact that to date .the Jewish Agency had 
not met with our representatives to discuss the best vays of cultivating the 
visiting U. N. delegates in Anerlcat in accordance with ti1e decision taken at 
our r.ieeting of April 1st. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky, it was agreed th·"-t Dr. Silver, 
Dr. Wise and fr. Lipsky convene a neeting of the Jewish Agency to discuss this 
matter with the view to submitting a report at the next □eeting, if possible. 

ANGLO-AMERICAN CO 1MITTEE OF INQUIRY - REACTION TO P.EPORT 

In order to have a unified statenent of reaction by Zionist leaders to the 
forthconing report of the Anglo-Aneri can Committee of Inquiry, it was decided to 
ask the r.1er.1bers of the Jewish Agency Executive in America to send a cable to the 
Jewish Agency Executive in London and in Palestine asking then not to issue any 
public etatenent of reaction to the report of the Col"'.if.littee before connunicating 
with the Aoeriean rnenbers of the Jewish Agency. 

For A.L. 
lk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 82 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MIMlJTES OF I1EETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 25, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Thursdey, April 25th, at 2: 00 P . IvI. , at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEN~ 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding}, Gedal.ia Bublick, Mrs. Hoses P. Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. S!:lmuel J. Halprin, Rabbi 1-iax Kirshblum, 
Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Prof. Alexander Pekelis, Judge Morris Rothenberg, 
Louis Segal, Urs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

Jacob Dostrovsk:y, Daniel Frisch, Isaiah L. Xenen, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookst ein, 
Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. l3enja.'!1.in Akzin, Dr. I. :B. :3erkson, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :Senjronin Shwadran. 

Dr. Josef Cohn, Yale Goldberg, Rabbi Irving Miller, Miss Dvora Rothbard. 

Dr. Silver opened the meeting, stating that the session was called under 
the assumption that by this time we m1.ght have more authoritative news on the 
contents of the Anglo-American Report. He regretted that as of the moment 
further information was not available. It was hoped, he stated, that the 
American members of the Committee would have returned by this time, but as yet 
none had arrived, except Judge Hutcheson who keeps himself incommunicado. 

Dr. Silver had word from Paris that Mr. ::Sen-Gurion had requested that he 
(Dr. Silver) telephone him there. Because of communication disturbances, 
Dr. Silver had been unable to complete the call. As soon as the call is com­
pleted, Dr. iilver will communicate any pertinent information to the members of 
the Executive Committee. 

CABLE FROM MR. SHERTOK 

Dr. Silver stated that at the last meeting of this body it had been 
decided that a cable should be sent by the Anerican members of the Jewish Agency 
to members of the Jewish Agency Executive in London and in Palestine, requesting 
that comment be withheld by the Executive of the Je,-,ish Agency on the Report 
when it is issued until we should have an opportunity to be consulted with regard 
to its contents. The following cable was received from Mr. Shertok in :reply, 
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"Pu.BLIO OOWifENT :BY EXECUT!VE OR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS Arn·THEBE IS 

mooMOEIVA:BLE :BEFORE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION hHIOH MAY TAKE TIME STOP 

MEANWHILE WITHIN ~1EEK ARTHUR WILL REPORT ENABLING YOU CABLE LONDON 

YOUR BEACTION WHICH THEY WILL RELAY JERUSALEM STOP YOUR DIBECT 

C.Al3LING JERUSALEM INADVIS.A:BLE STOP ONCE BEFORT PUBLISHED EXECUTIVE 

JERUSALEM MUST REACT IMMEDIATELY STOP FAST EXPERIENCE PROVES PRIOR 

OONSULT.ATIOM SUCH OCCASIONS IMPPiACTIOA'.BLE .AS AUTHORITATIVE COMMENT 

CABOT m1 DELAYED STOP SHALL CONSULT 13ENGURI01J PARIS TUESDAY CABLE 

AGAIN 
SBERTOK" 

EXPORT-IMPORT MNK 

Dr. Silver informed the meeting that the members of the committee aPPointed 
to investigate the question of a loan from the EXJ.)ort-Import Bank are exploring 
the situation further and are in the process of drafting sample legislation which 
may apply to this matter. This is in line with the decision and the discussion 
on this subject at the last meeting. 

Mrs. Halprin stated that, from newspaper reports, it seemed that the Jewish 
Agency was in the process of considering future large-seale development schemes. 
Such being the case, she felt it. would be advisable to proceed with tho loan 
proposal. 

Mr. Tulin pointed out that during the discussioh of the committee dealing 
with the plan that he had expressed the views that it might be inadvisable for 
them to proceed prior to the issuance of the Anglo-American Report, as the r&­
commendations of the Report might make it necessary for us to seek other terms. 

Dr. Silver stated that Mr. Tul1n 1s point of view was in agreement with the 
committee's resolution on the subject and that the Council would take no action 
on the matter until after the Report is received. 

TRAMS JORDAN 

Professor Pekelis called attention to the letter of Secretary of State 
]3yrnes to Senator Myers on the matter of Transjordan, with which a eab-committee 
1s dealing. The significance of the letter lies, not in what it s~s regarding 
the position of the United States with respect to Transjordan, but in the general 
interpretation of America's position with regard to Palestine and to all mandated 
territories. We must make representation to the State Vepartment in order not 
to permit the theory to prevail that the United States has no jurisdiction with 
reference to Palestine because it was not a member of the League of Nations. If 
the point of view as expressed in the letter to Senator Myers prevails, it will 
create a ei tuation which would be injurious to our mover.,,ent. The position of 
Secretary Byrnes is untenable and can be contradicted with official State Depart­
ment documents. The League of Nations has officially taken cognizance of the 
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stipulation between the United States and Great !ritain, to wit the follo~nng 
agreement between Great :Sri tain and the United States which was published in the 

official journal of the League of Nations in 1932: 

"The principle remains established that the approval of the United 
States is essential to the validity of any determination which may 
be reached regarding mandated territory. " 

This agreement between Great Britain and the United States is now being repudiated 
by Secretary Byrnes. 

In response to a statement that this particular position had not been in­
vented by Secretary Byrnes, Professor Pekelis agreed that that was true, Ho ·rever, 
Secretary Byrnes has been pi.rticularly explicit about that position, and it makes 
no difference as to who first adopted the posi ti 0n. No Secretary of State has 
the right to waive the rights and privileges which belong to the Government and 
to the people of the United States. The waiver could not be made by a letter of 
SecretarJ Byrnes, but by another international agreement. What is actually being 
done is the waiving of technical sovereignty. 

Mr. Tulin interjected the remark that the stateMent Profetsor Pekelis had 
reference to was the one made with regard to the termination of the Iraqi Mandate. 

Professor Pekelis felt it referred to all mandated territory. With respect 
to Transjordan the agreement is even more explicit and it applies II to the East as 
well as the West of the River Jordan." The issue is not so much the right of. the 

Secretary of State to waive the sovereignty of the United States. That point 
could be raised in Congress which has real power ,.Ji th reference to violation of 

relations of the United States. This body should be aware of the necessity to 

file a protest and perhaps initiate congressional action. 

Dr. Silver stated that we have a committee appointed on this subject, to 

~hich committee the letter of Secretaey Byrnes had been referred this morning. 

As soon as the committee's report is received. we will be ready to take action. 
Action should be taken and not be too long delayed. 

MR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

Mr. Neumann, who had been requested to go to Pales tine ( where he had spent 

five weeks) to be of assistance to our people the re in connection \·ri th the hea:r­
ings of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry in Palestine and also to represent 

us in various activities in which he might be helpful, reported in detnil on his 
visit there (report on file) • 

.ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE Rm>ORT 

Dr. Silver stated that should the Committee report be published today or 
tomorrow morning, a meeting of the Executive Committee would be held at noon 
tomorrow; otherwise, a. special meeting will be called for the early part of next 
week. 

Meeting adjourned a t 3t50 P, M. 

H,L.s. 

nf 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 84 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EX:ICUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mq 3, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Fridq, M~ 3, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
N'ew York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Urs. Samuel W. Halprin, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge 13ernard A. Rosenblatt, Judge Morris Rothenberg, L()uis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, Rabbi Sidney Zambrowsky. 

Jacob Dostrovsley', Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Professor Milton Handler, Isaiah L. 
Kenen, Iiabbi Irving Miller, Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, El1ahu :Ben-Horin, Amold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harey L. Shapiro, Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Tuvia Arazi 1 ll1hu D. Stone, Marvin Lowenthal1 Daniel Shind. 

LETTER FROM DR. SILVER 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter from Dr. Silver, dated Mq 2, 1946, in which the following points were stressed (letter on file)l 

(1) tfe should center our attack on Attlee's unconscionable attempt to delay the 1mm1gration of 100,000 b7 making this report contingent on the dis­arming of the "secret armies." 

(2) Zionist 1pokeamen should stress our aatistaction with the positive elements of the report; and our bitter dieappointment w1 th the other aspects whidl we are detemi.ined to fight. 

(3) Since it is clear that the matter of Palestine mq be brought up by one nation or another at the Security Council or Assembly of the Ullited Nations, 
it is of the utmost importance that we have at our diapoaal immediately the beat legal talent that we can obtain, and that the officers of the Emergency Council be author! zed to engage such counsel. 

( 4) That the Jewish Ageney proceed immediately to take necessary aotion to win friend, among the nations of the Latin and South American countries, and it the Jewish Agency ia une.ble to do 10 the Emergency Council should proceed with such an effort. 

With reference to a point made in Dr. Silver's letter that it would be inadvisable at this time to invite an7 members ot the Anglo-American Committee of Inq'1il'1 to speak on Zionist platforms, Mrs. Halprin and Professor Pekelia agreed and expressed the view that to do ao would impair their uaefulnesa. 



• 

-2-

With regard to the point in Dr. S1lver 1a l~tter about the necessity for 
careying our work to Latin America, Dr. Goldmann stated that this was within the 
competence of the Jewish Agency. At the same time, he wished to report that an 
important Cuban statesman 1 s leaving these daJ"S for Palestine end he should later 
be a valuable ally; in addition, it is planned to send several Zionists to South 
America. It would be better to delq discussion on the matter until June or 
July. 

A::GLO-AMERIOAN COMMITTEE OJ INQ,UIRY 

Dr. Goldmann read a cable received from the Jewish Agency Executive in 
which it was stated that the general position in that country now is ,-,orse than 
before the advent of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry since relations 
with the Arabs are more strained w1 thout, at the same time, any action having 
been taken in fulfillment of the Committee's reoommendations. 

He then introduced the question of the stand to be taken by the Emergency 
Council with regard to the demand by the :British Government that the United 
States join in accepting responsibility, including apparently not only financial 
and moral but also militar., responsibility for the implementation of the report. 

Among those who p~rticipated in the discussion which followed (full report 
on file) were Mr. Ben-Horin, Professor Pekelie, Mr. Segal, Mr. Tulin, Dr. Akzin, 
Professor Handler, Judge Rothenberg, Mrs. Epstein, Dr. Goldstein, Rab i Miller, 
Mr. Neumann, and Mrs. Halprin. 

It was urged on the one hand that while the t!li ted States might properly 
be called upon to participate 11 f1nancially, morally and physically," (i.e., 
including such matters as transportation), it could not be expected to commit 
itself militarily, nor would American public opinion be willing to accept such 
a conmitment. As against this, the opinion ,as expressed that from the British 
point of view American military participation, even if only of a token character, 
was essential so far as the British were concerned. 

Mr. TU:1-in finally moved: that an ~propriato committee of the Emergenc~ 
Council should see the President at the earliest possible moment, thank him for 
hi a interest and for what has been so far achieved, and urge upon him the 
necessity tor carrying out the specific recommendation ot the Committee of 
Inquiry with regard to the immigration of the one hundred thousand; and further 
that the Government of the United Statee which has shown auch keen interest in 
the matter should participate vigorously and generously with the Government of 
Great ~rltain in the fulfillment of this recommendation; that American participer­
tion should take the form of public moral backing, as well as of physical 
participation in the actual transfer and immediate settlement of the one hundred 
thousand, as well as a definite commitment of financinl support to whatever 
extent ma¥ be neoeaaaey to this end. An amendment by Dr. Goldstein and Professor 
Pekelis to the effect that an affirmative answer ahould be given to the question 
as to whether this included, if necessaey, also milita17 intervention was 
defeated by a vote of five to four and the motion of Mr, Tulin was then carried. 

It was decided that Mr. Monsky would be asked to accompany the delegation 
to Washington. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 
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COl FIDENTIAL l O. 30 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETI G HELD MAY 9, 1946 

A meeting of the American Ztonist Emergency Council was held Thurcn·1;r, 
MBY 9, at 9:00 Poi., at 342 adison Avenue, New Yori~ City • 

FRESE T 

Dr. Abba Hillel (presiding), I iss Juliet • Benjamin , Gedalia u lick, 
1 rs, Cho.va Cohen, '1rs . Moses P. Ep'stein, Jacob Fishman, t. rs. Benj nnin Gottesman , 
Mrs. Sanuel W. Halprin, Isaiah L. Konen, Dr. Judith Liebermnn, Louis Li ~ky , 
Dr. Sidney r arks, Ernonuel lTeumonn, l,. rs. David de Sola Pool, Judt~e Bernnrd • 
Rosenblatt, ! iss Dvora Rothbard, Judge Morris Rothe berg, Mrs • . A. P. School un, 
Robert Szold, Numa Torczyner, J_brah.am Tulin, David .ertheim, Rabbi Siclne~:· 
Zambrowsky. 

Dr. Nehum Goldnann, 1 eyer ·r. ·Teisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu l3en-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold J~ . Isrceli, 
•illiam Kaufmnn, Arthur Lourie, :,rold F. l1 311son, H'.urr.r L. Shn:-piro, r . enjam1n 
Shwadrnn, Harry Steinberg, Abraham Tuvim. 

E. Barbe.rash, Dr. S. :Bernstein, Sinon Federbush, Mendel FishE'r, Ed,·m.rd 
Gelber, Paul Goldman, Sru:iuel Kirstein, Miss Jeannette Leibel, Dr. Ludwi 
Le\'·1isohn, Dr. M. L. Perlz,ieig, 1rs. A. Rrginsky, Leo Sack, ·fillinn z. Spie .,cln,,n, 
Dr. Arieh Tartakower, Zora.ch Warhaftig, Yon~ Yanai. 

1GLO- -1ERI c; COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

Mr. Arthur Lourie and Mr. Gerold Frank who had followed he .Anglo- \n ric" 
Co . ittec of Inq_uiry throu out its proceedings in the vnrious o·mtrios ,-,hich it 
had visited, ( the latter o.s correspondent for the Oversev.rs Hew"' .A6 cncy) , eLch 
gave detniled reports on their ex:per~ences. (Report', on file). 

Dr. Silver expressed the gratitude of this body for the services which 
l!.r. Lourie a.l'l.d Mr. Fronk hl..d rendered. He n.dded that the news eman~ inc fror.1 
Pal .,stine and Cairo since the publ 1 cation of the Report had been heavily wei hted 
on the Arab side and that it might be necessary soon to ask Ur. Fr:m:c to roturn 
to the Middle Eact. 

Dr. liahum Goldmann -,ho had also been in Palestine and in Switzerland at 
the time of the meetin s of the Cammi ttee of Inq_uiry comnented on the ch?racter 
of the Report which he described as at best a very poor statenent of non-Zionism. 
At the same time he emphasized the im·)ortance of the recomraendation -,ith regard 
to the immediate imni ration of the 100,0CO. It was at this mcment . orn i:.1 ortr. ,.t 
to follow up this recommendation than to devote our attention to the remainder 
of the Report, not only because we may have an opportunity to sr.vc these li es, 
but ~lso because it would strengthen our position in Palestine. This ·rill roq,.iro 
tremendous presGure on the American Government and the President in narticularft 
As regn.rC: the longer term objectives, ,. e have to realize tha.t re havo practicnll 
no suppor~ for the establishment of Palestine to drzy as a Jewish Stat aTJ.d -,e sh "11 
be faced ver.,r soon with the question of a trusteeship over Palestine to succeed 
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the Mandate. Unquestionably if we insist on an undivided Palestine there eon be 
no alternative to a trusteeship -- a trusteeship which -vtill be a hundred times 
worse thon the old m-nd~te. The alternative is to be ready to make territori~l 
concessi ons . Dr. Goldmann analyzed the si tur.tion of the Jews of :Europe as 1 t 
was developing todey-, and also referred to the positim of Zionism within the 
Anglo-American orbit. Zionism would have to reach some decisi n, one ,.,ay or 
another, in the very near future on these major issues. (Full text of Dr. 
Goldmann 1s statement on file) • 

Dr. Silver thanked Dr. Goldmann for his political analysis of the situa• 
tion and stated that the time remaining should be used for a concrete discuss ion 
as to how to carry on our t·rork from here. Action had to be teJ{en by way of 
rallying American public opinion. :•fo had to consider how to c: rry on our poli ti­
cal activities in this country. There was also the possibility that our case 
may come before the UN very soon, and we should prepare ourselves accordin ly. 

In response to a question raised with re,;.,ard to de-..relopments since tho 
Report had been issued, Dr. Silver reported on the circu~stances attendin t he 
issuance by the President of his statement supporting the recom,~endation of the 
Ccmmittee in regard to the 10.0,000, and on subsequent develorments. The Jfuler-
gency Council had sent -.,ord to all our :people throur)lout the country aski that 
wires and letters be sent to the White House askin that speedy action be taken 
and. thn.t there be no delay. A national vonference of our Community Contacts 
Chain en is to be held in 1· ashin on ,..,i thin two weeks, at which time we will be 
able to inform our people of what 1s going on. l·te have been informed that the 
State Department may be inviting represent .ti ves of Jewish ~rganizations to meet 
with it before long to carry on the "consuJ.taticns" which it had indicc:itcd would 
bo undertaken at tho time of tho piblication of the Rooscvolt-Ibn-Se.ud corros­
pondonce. 

Referring to the matter of the transportation of the 100.000, Dr. Silver 
expressed the vie\·r, which uas shared by the other members of the Agency here , 
that it was to be hoped that this would be undertaken by the United Stat es rm 
and 1{RRA. and that it would be unfortunate if individual orgr.nizations a t this 
time thrust themselves forward with offers, for various publicity cum:pai ur-
poses, to handle <.tnd finance the undertaking. Such offers could only ser 1e to 
produce confusion in Washington on the subject. As f ar as some of the mat · rs 
raised by Dr. Goldmann are concerned, we •Till have to wait until the Chainnan 
of the Executive arrives here. 

Mr • . eUMann , as of the opinion that the que '3 tirm of the trus eeship 1ot1ld 
not b settled very quickly, and felt that it would be a great mistake on our 
part to ignore at the present time the im:olications of the lon range recom;, endar­
tions. ·:e must fight for the positive part of the Report, but we must also fight 
against the negative aspects. Our i ediate task is to seek to have the Ame ric,n 
Government implement the 100,000 recoII1P1endation. A clear sta enent on the RE-por 
with regard both to its positive and its ne ative aspects should be issued, to 
serve as a ide in the f1ture for our Zionists throughout the country. 

Judge Rosenblatt urged the need for political action to implement the 
positive recom~endations of the Committee without deley. 

r·:-o Sack felt that the National Conference in Washington of 11 Chai rt on 
was a ver-J important step. 
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fr. Tulin agreed w1 th Mr. Neumann that 1 t is very imJ)ortant thot vre cxP.rt 
all the pressure possible to get the positive recommendations ado:nt 0d, n.nc th [' t 
we should make a very clear record of our o:p osi tion to the negative aspect s . At 
the same time he drew at ten ti on to the possibility that \·Te may be f aced evc!'l. t u ally 
with the acceptance of the Report as a. unit or not at all . Dr . Silver said th, t 
while ho knew 1·1ha t his answer would be, this was a matter for the Agency t o decide 
as andlhan the issue arose . Following comraents by ' 1r. Szold , J. rs . School . , . ..n , B ... iboi 
Zambrows~-, Judge Rothenberg and i-ir. UeUL1ann, Dr. Silver said that it will be 
neces s ary for us to get Christian sentiment to express itself in behal f of the 
e arly movement of the 100 ,COO and. we are v orldng toward tha t end. A Chri s i an 
Conference is being held in :Baltimore next ,-,eek which will be very useful . 

WORLD ZIC IST CO GRESS 

In response to a quention ns to ,. hether the Zioni t Con"'ress ·Till be h eld 
in Palest:i,ne, Dro Silver st ated that at the moment the Congres ,· is s che tuled to 
convene in Palestine. Ho ,,ever , there had been considerable discussi on s r e6nrdine 
the p ostponement of the Congress , and the Cnnadian Zi onists have p assed a Res olu­
ti on asking for its postponement . The Zionist Organization of America , s cnc we ekc 
a go , p assed a Resolution as dng for the Con ,ress to mee t in the Unit ed Sta~es . 
There rna~v be furthe r discussion when ?t r . :Ben-Gurion arrives he r e . 

Meet ing adjourned rt 11: 45 P . u. 

A. L • 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 86 

AMERICAN ZIONIST E-1ERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

May 13, 1946 

• A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 

• 

imergency Council was held on Mond8¥, M~ 13, at 3:00 P. M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Leon Gellman, 
Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving 
Miller, Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge orrls 
Rothenberg, Louis Segal, . rs. A. P. Schoolman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. 
Wise. 

David :Sen-Gurlon, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Professor Mil ton Handler, Siegfried Hoofien, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
Abraham Tulin. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Jacob Dostrovsky, Eliahu Eps ein, Mendel Fisher, 
Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Isaiah L Kenen, A~thu~ Lourie. Marvin Lowenthal, 
Harold P. Manson, Sidney Marks, Mrs. Mina Rogers, Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran, Meyer W. Ueisgal. 

Rabbi Jesse Schwartz, s. J. Zacks. 

EGYPTIAN TRANSIT VISAS 

Mr. Shapiro reported that we are working in conjunction ,rl. th the American 
Jewish Conference. All the necessary material has been assembled and ,dll be 
made public at a Preas Conference being held on 'fednesd~, May 15, at trhich 
Dr. Israel Goldstein will preside. A press release is being prepared at this 
time. 

Mr. Weisgal presented an additional report on the latest developments. 
The State Department again took up the question of visas with the Egyptians, and 
the Egyptian Legation in Washington finally agreed to issue these visas provided 
the people would have return ~assage to New York. Some of them did not actually 
have return passage, and only those who did were permitted to obtain visas • 
:But that did not solve the problem at all and Mr. Henderson was so informed. 
He was advised that the only way to effectuate this matter for the present trip 
was the issuance of an order directing that the ship go to Haifa instead of to 
Alexandria, rather than not pemitting these people aboard the ship. The ship 
was supposed to leave on Saturdq, at two o'clock, D.s.T., and after a conference 
between the ,·Tar Department and the War Shipping »oard on Saturd~ an order l-ra.s 

issued that the ship should dock in Haifa -- go directly from Naples to Haifa -
and then make 1 ts call in Alexandria. While this took care of the people who 
already had visas, 1 t did not help in the case of the Chalutzim as time ,-,as 
required to iet into contact with them and the ship waa due to sail. The ship 
was in fact detained for a number of hours. The Captain and the Army people 
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aboard were very cooperative and efforts were made to contact the Chalutzim and 
the others in the hope that they would be able to board the ship in time. tlhen 
the American Export Line was informed of this decision, they took a very un­
friendly and tmhelpful attitude and actually sent away the immigration authorities 
without whose assistance the people could not get on board. So these poor 
people, after being informed that everything was in order, had to return to 
their homes, with the exception of one who had arrived there early. A very 
strong telegram was sent to Mr. Henderson, thanking him for his intervention, 
and informing him of the attitude of the American Export Lino. He t·ras also 
requested to permit us to submit a full report in regard to the action taken 
by the .American Export Line in view of the fact that the Line is running this 
ship under Government direction. 

Mr. 1-Tei sgal felt that whatever else we do from this point on, the impor­
tant thing to bear in mind is that a precedent h a s been set with regard to the 
ship going directly to Haifa. There are also planes that are going to the Near 
East and they too can stop in Haifa ~ There is no reason why -:,e .,s should be 
subjected to such indignities as they encounter in the P~rt of Alexandri a . As 
a matter of fact, the Captain of the ship had shown Hr ., :Teisgal a letter in 
which he had protested to the American Government with regard to the outrageous 
treatment the Jews were subjected to there. 

Mrs. Halprin felt that the fact that the ship :i.s penni tted to go to Haifa 
directly does not meet the crux of the situation., Tile Egyptians should be com­
pelled to issue visas to us as Amer;.cru1 citizens. 

Dr. Silver stated thRt official representati ons w:.11 be made to the State 
Department, and that all the facts submitted by Mr. vei Bgal ,1ill be turned ove r 
to the Committee to be made public on Wednesday. The press will be glad to 
obtain all the available data. The State Department, Wo.r Department and the 
War Shipping l3oard were to be commended for their action. 

MR. DAVID BEH-GURION 

Dr. Silver introduced Mr. l3en-Gurion, the Chairman of the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency, who arrived in this country on Friday for a brief visit. 
Mr. Ben-Gurion analyzed the Report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
(on file). It is necessary that we do everything in our power quickly to see 
that the recommendation for the 100,000 immigration is immediately implemented. 
If this recommendation 1s not carri~d out at once then it will be lost. At the 
same time, we must not forget that we will have to fight the negative part of 
the Report. When were faced ,,,i th this Report, we consulted our colle8€Ues as 
far as we could, we spoke to Dr. Silver and others, and we came to the conclusion 
that for the time being, before there is a decision by the Government, ,.,e should 
refrain from either condemning or approving the Report as a whole and this is 
what we did. At the same time the statement of the Jewish Agency pointed out 
the positive side of the Report and also the main negative aspects and emphasized 
that there is onl:r one solution. It is wise that we follow this line until a 
decision is made. l!ut when the decision will be made or we are asked "do you 
subscribe to the entire Report?" then we will have to give a very clear ans\'rer. 
As regB.rds the implementation of the recommendation with rogard to the 100,000, a 
great deal depends on America., We are also counting on the support of some 
people in England, but everything possible must not·r be done here. 

Dr. Silver expressed~he thanks of the body to Mr. Ben-Gurion for his 
report. There are certain steps which have already been taken~ ,1e have called 
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a National Conference of all the leaders throughout the country in Washington, 
on Thursday, May 23, and we expect to have a great number of people from coast 
to coast in attendance. Telegrams were sent to the White House from all over the 
Uni 1Jed States in the last week. ~'le have asked onr Chairmen and the hundred.s of 
communities in America to get leading men to wlre end to ,rite to the President 
urging him not to delay action in the implementation of the 100,000 immigration, 
There will be a Regional Christi&.h Conference in l3al ti more tomorro~,, at which time 
Mr• Sumner Welles wi 11 submit a very important sta.temep.t Qn tnls mat t el'• 11:ie 
question is whether the time bas now arrived for large-scale pp.'),lic act1 on of a. 
demonstrative character. We have been planning a seri es of impressi,ve advert ise­
ments in the pub:'_1.c press -· sh r..11 we start pushlng t h em now or shall ·1:re wait a 
11 ttle 1hile until we know more definitely what our Gvverrment plans to do? If we 
do start a major at t ack, such activities ought simuJ.tnneously to be started in 
London and ln the camps of the DP 1s, so that it is a world-wide action on behalf 
of the 1001000. Not enough is being done in England and if the Jews of America 
are to be asked to do their best, at the same time. England's Jews should get into 
motion far more effectively than in the paot. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion felt that tho question of tioing wa~ .very import ant, It 
will be necessary for us to issue a very strong criticism of tho Report a s a whole, 
but t,e must delay that until we have done everything possible for the reco ende­
tion in regard to the 100,000. The Jews in Europe will do what they can -- they 
are on the march. The issue will depend on the State Depo.rtment and the Pr esident. 

In r eply to a request by Mrs. Schoolman for clarification of the present 
Zionist line, Dr. Silver stated that our position had been clearly defined in the 
official stat ement of this body, over the signatures of the Joint Chairmen and 
with the authorization of the Council. The Re-port contains two elements which 
have different timing, an element which concerns the transference of the 100,000 , 
if possible in 1946, and the element which concerns long-range politicnl policies 
and which the President said require study and -would be taken under ad.vi s ement. 
We have said :practically the sane. While there are elements in the Report of 
which we cannot approve and which we can never accept, nevertheless there a re 
positive elcr.1ents of an imr.iediate character which we can accept and we are there­
fore delavfng future coonent. That is a very clear line and until we have found 
reason to change that line, that is the one we will follow. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 P.M. 

A.L • 
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CONJ'ImmTIAL NO. 87 

AMEIUCAN ZIONIST IMER<mfCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COUMI~D 

Mq 29, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Wednesda_v, M~ 29, at 4:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia 13ublick:, Mrs. Moses P. 
Epstein, Babbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Fmanuel Neumann, Mrs. David de Sola 
Pool, Judge Morrl s Rothenberg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, David Wertheim. 

Daniel Frisch, Professor Milton Handler, Abraham Tulin. 

Tuvia Ara.zi, Eliahu ~en-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Isaiah L. Kenen, 
Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Hanson, Sidney Marks, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :Benjamin 
Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Mark SU&eman. 

WASHI?r<lrON NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Mr. Shapiro reported on the National Conference of the Chairmen of the 
Local Zionist Emergency eommittees, held in Washington on J.iay 23, 1946. The 
attendance at the meeting was very gratifying. Dr. Silver made the presentation 
on behalf of the Zionist Emergency Council, evaluating the present political 
situation and analyzing the stateoent whi oh had been issued by the Departtlent 
of State that d~. The delegates were then advised with regard to their con­
te~plated visits with the Congressmen and Senators. They found that many of 
the Congreeltlen and Sena.tors were troubled regarding the use of military aid 
in effecting the implementation of the recomraendation of 100,000 immigration 
and desired an analysis of that point. which analysis we promised to send to 
thee. On the dq after the Conference, the Council eent out a memorandum to 
the Chairmen which dealt with the pro gr an r or the next four or five ieeks, this 
progran to include t:1ass meetings, let tors to the l>residont and the Secrete.~ 
of State, contacts ,dth local political leaders in the Democratic and Republican 
parties, local newepaper and radio campaigns and preaching on the subject by 
Ministers and Rabbis. We are going to insert in local newspaper advertisements 
signed by people of inportance in the local.1 ty, and will also request these 
people to assist us in a resolution canpaign. Mr. Shapiro felt that the 
Washington Conference would have a fine effect on our c~aign to cove the 
State Depa.rtment to act quickl.1' on the 100,000 immigration. 

OCEAN CIT? SiMINAR 

Mr. Shapiro reported that at the OcedJl City Seminar, held May 2~29, 1946, 
there were fift)"-two Ohr1stiana present. Jach one is being asked to make five 
1peeches in the ~ext four weeks. 



• 
.. 

• 

• 

-2-

INTmME,·T }TITH THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver reported that a telegrat1 had been sent to the )resident on 
Mey- 6th, over the signatures of Dr. ,nse, Dr. Silver and Mr. Monsky, a.ald.ng for 
an 1ntervi ew. We received a letter, dated Ma.y 16, f rorn David X. Niles, Admi ni e­
t rati ve Assistant to the President, in which he stated that the President had 
instructed hirt to acknowledge our telegrat1 of May 6th and to advise us that he 
would be glad to have such a conference in the near future at a time outually 
convenient, without actually setting a date. An explanation was given orally 
that the President is very occupied with the coal and steel strikes, although 
the dcy we were in 1fashington he received two Catholic Monseigneurs and a repre­
sentative of the Korean Er.tbassy. 

Mr. Lourie had subsequently been in touch with Mr. Niles who advised him 
that the President was bu.sy at that time with the strike situation, but he took 
into account the suggestion that Wednesday or Thursd3¥ would be convenient deys 
nnd would let Mt-• Lourie know whether or not an appointaent could be arronged. 
However, when Ur. Lourie tried to reach Mr. 'Niles on Tuesdey he was unable to 
cont act hin. 

Dr. Silver felt that he would do nothing more in the oatter. He added 
that the natter had been conplicated and unnecessary conflicts had arisen as a 
result of unwarranted interventions with governI!lent officials by a meober of the 
Jewish Agency Executive. ----- - --

A notion vas nade and carried that the OoI:'ltlittee of Eight be requested 
to give consideration to the problems 'Which arise out of the uncoordinated 
activities of menbers of the Executive of the Jewish !€ency in Washington in 
natters directly affecting the Eoergency Council. 

KZETI?fG WITH DEAN ACHESON 

Dr. Silver reported that after the issuance of the President I s statement 
on April 30th, the Arabs protested in Washington; whereupon, the State Depa.rtnent, 
after receiving a coc□ittee of representatives of Arab States, issued a statement 
in whioh they said that nothing would be done about the Report of the Anglo­
.Aoeriean Cor.nittee of Inquiry without prior consultations with Jews and Arabs, 
icplying that everything in the Report, including the hundred thousand, was subject 
to consultation, although the President had oade a clear distinction between those 
parts of the Report which called for innediate fulfillnent and those which would 
be given further considoration. The Executive Cocnittee had then asked us to send 
a protest to Dean Acheson, which was done, and in that telegrao we also asked for 
an interview which was p.anted. The evening before our interview the press carried 
the fomal invi tntion of the State Department to all the Agencies and organizations 
which had participated in the hearings to present their comments in writing and 
were given thirty da1's to do so. At noon, Dr- Wise and Dr. Silveroet ,rlth Dean 
Acheson and also with Mr. Henderson who is anti-Zionist. Dr-, Wise opened the 
neeting iy expressing the feeling of confusion and indignation of the Jews "1th 
regard to the apparent d11crepa.ney between the action of the State Department 
and the statement of the President. Denn Acheson attempted to reconcile these 
stater.ients though without much conviction. Ve asked Dean Acheson whether the 
State Depa.rtnent would not issue a clarifying statement• ·t,ut he was not willing 
to do so. Mr. Acheson did little talking and it was clear to Dr. Silver that it 
was I(r. Henderson ~o had been active in developing the State Department 1s policy 
in the matter. The conversation was a rather stormy one and there was a good deal 
of plain ape.aldng. 
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The direct outcome of our conTersation was that an h01tr later the tollo,__ 
ing statement was i a sued by the State Department: 

DEPARTMENT or STATE 
JOR THll PDSS 

May 22, 1946 
No. 350 

"The Department of State has been asked the question ,.,hether the statement 
of Mq 10 of the then Acting Secretary of State regarding the initiation ot con­
sultations with Jews and Arabs on the recommendations ot the Anglo-American Com­
mittee on Palestine represents a withdrawal from the statement issued by the 
President on April 30. 

"In reply the Department said today that there is no contliet and can be no 
confiict in the two statements. It must be olear that the President's statemente 
are controlling upon all the Departments of Government. In his statemen, of 
April 30th the President reaffimed the urgency of the transference of the 100,000 
Jews as recomMended by the Committee and previously by hio. 

"It is precisely because of the urgency of this problem that under the 
direction of the President the State Department has agreed to and innugurated 
immediate consultations with the Je,-,s and Arabs as well as with the :British Govern­
ment as the best and quickest means of reaching an effective solution of the 
problem• dealt w1 th in the report." 

(See also telegram of Hay 18 from Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise to the Acting Secretary 
c:Jf State and his reply dated May 24, copies of which are attached to those • 
Minutes.) 

Dr. Silver felt that the gain in the press release issued by the State 
Departl!lent on May 22 was in the fact that the Department had finally put itself 
on record as accepting the President's position on tho 100,000. :But wo still 
do not know what the State Departl!lent intends to do by trq of ittplementing the 
recoanendation. 

RJ:PLY TO STATE DEPAR!'MENT 'S IHTITATION TO COMIGmT AND COUSULT 

Mr. Lourie read the statE1Jent of the American Je,dsh Conference (on file) 
in reply to the request of the State Departnent for additional conrnents and 
suggestions on the Report of the Anglo-Ar.lerican Coruni tt ee of Inquiry. 

A notion was made and carried that a Col!lmittee of Three be appointed to 
draft a reply along sicilar lines to the letter of the State Department• of Mq 
20th, in which the Department requests additional cornnents and suggestions with 
regard to the Report of the Anglo-American Oor.1mi ttee cf Inquiry ( reply attaehe4). 

LETTER FBOM DR. BENJAMIN AXZIN 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter, dated Mq 24• 1'roc Dr. Akdn ( on file} in whieh 
he reported on a conver1a\1on with Senator ~rewster with reference to a possible 
l3ri ti sh request tor Atlerican mill tary aid in Palestine. 

After a general discuaaion, in which Mr. Arazi, Mr. llen-Horin, Mr- Frisch, 
~rofesaor Handler, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Manson, Mr. Neumann, Judge Rothenberg, Mrs. 
Schoolcan, Mr. ~in and Mr. Wertheim participated, it was decided that a car&­
f,ll.17 drafted letter be prepared for 1ubni1sion to the President in regard to 
this reported. request. 



• 

• 

• 

- 4 -

MADISON SQUA.Ri GARDEN D»IONSTBATION 

Dr. Silver reported that we have arranged for a nass denonstra.tion at 
Madison Square Garden on June 12, and our Cocr.1i tteee are now at work to nak:e an 

inprossive oeeting that evening. The purpose of the denonstration is to call for 
an end to theee innUT:1erable delqs and to ask for the ianediato transfer of 
100,000 Jews fron Europe to Palestine. We have askod connunities throughout the 
cowit ry to sponsor similar denonstrationa in their ... locali ties. We plan to arrange 

for press advertisenents that are now being prepared. It is expected that a very 
effective adverti aenent will be signed by perhaps a hundred of the leading 
Christians of the United States, and another will be signed by fifty forenost 
editors and publishers in this country. 

In response to a question, Dr. Silver stated that Mr. Tartakower, as 
Chai.man of the Coonittee arranging for the oeeting to be held Tuesdav evening, 
June 11, for the Polish Delegation here in this country, had been urged, if 
possible, to postpone their neeting since it was felt that two neetings, one 
after the other, would not be very effective. 

EXPORT-IHPORI' ~ANX 

Mr. Neunann stated that at the present tice he was not prepared to take 
any de~inite stand in regard to further action on the loan proposal; one thing 
seenn to hin clear however; to ask for a loan of $250,000,000 if the Governnent 
is not prepared to back the recot'lDenda.tion of the Anglo-Aoorican Connittee of 
Inquiry that 100,000 Jews be pemitted to go to Palestine innediately would be 
a ridiculous proposition. 

Dr. Silver stated that the natter is still, noro or loss, at an acadenic 
stage. It had not yet cooe before the Senatorial Connittee, and by the tine that 
happens we will probably know nore about our own situation. There were indication 

that the approval of such a loan was by no oeans outside the bounds of possibility 

The neeting adjourned at 6tl5 P.M • 
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DAY LE7}TEJ! 

HONORA.ELE DEAN ACHESON 
ACTING SECRErARY OF STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D. C • 

MAY 18, 1946 

ON .Al)RIL 30, 1946·, THE PRESIDENT ISSUED A STATEMENT EXPBESSING HAPPINESS 

THAT HIS REQUEST FOR THE IMMEDIATE ADMISSION OF 100,000 JEWS INTO PALESTINE HAD 

BEEN URANIMOUSLY ENDORSED BY THE ANGLO-A!aRIC.\N COMHITTEE Oi IUQ,UIRY .t\ND DECLARING 

THAT THE TRANSFEF: OF THESE UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE SH-OULD NOW BE ACCOHPLISIDID WITH THE 

MAXIMW OF DISPATCH. 

DESPITE THIS CLl:A.R AND UNEQ,UIVOc.AL STATEMENT ON THE PARr OF TEE PRESIDENT 

lfE NOW LEAmT FBOM REPORTS IN THE PRESS THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARAB 

STATl;S HA VE BEEN INFORMED BY YOU THAT IT IS THE INTENTION OF THE GOVEENi.mlT OF 

THE UNITED ST.ATES TO CONSULT WITH ARABS AND JEWS BEFORE TAKING .ANY DEFINITE 

DECISION RELATIVE TO THE COUMITTEE 1S REPORT. THIS PROPOSAL FOR CONSULTATI ON HAS 

DEN 11IDELY INTERPRETED AB APPLYING NOT ONLY TO THE LONG TEBM REOO?filEND ' TIONS OF 

THE COMUITtEE BUT ALSO TO THAT FOR m IMltEDIATE ADMISSION OF THE HUNDRED THOUSJ\lrn 

DISPLACED AND STATELESS ms. 
THID DECISION TO CONSULT WITH ARA:B AND JEWISH LEADERS IS APPARENTLY ~ SED ON 

THE STJ\TEMENT BY SECRETARY BYRNES OF LAST OCTOBER THAT THE UNITED ST .. :'i.TES GOVERN-

1-!ENT WOULD NOT REACH FINAL CONCLUSIONS ON .ANY PROPOS.1\LS ,·THI CH WOULD "CH.AUGE THE 

BASIC SITUATION IN PALESTINE" WITHOUI' SUCH CONSULTATION. THA.T STATE ,!ENT WAS 

ISSUED AT A TIUE WHEN . THE PRESIDENT WAS PRESSING FOR 11Ei1 I}ll-O!DIATE ENTRY OF THE 

HUNDBED THOOBAND DISPLACED AND HOMELESS JEWS INTO PALE6TI1m AND IT ·t .. ~ A CLEAB 

INFERENCE THAT FULFILLMENT OF THAT PROPOs.AL TO WHIOH BEF.Elw,'""NCE WAS IN FACT MADE 

I SECBET.A.RY :SnNES' STATDtENT, WAS NC/r TO !E BEGABDED AS CHANGING THE "WIC 

SITUATIOW' AND SHOULD NOT THltREFoRE :BE StT.BJECT TO THE FURTHER CONSULTATION 

'.PROPOSED. 
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HONORA.mJll DEAN ACHESON UAY 18• 1946 

SO O:SVIOUS INDEED DID TlHS CONCLUSION' APPEAR THAT IN THE COUllSE OF A MEMO­

lu\.NDUM TO TBE SECRET.ARY OF STATJ DA'l!ED OCTOBER 23, 1945, CUR COUNCIL STATED AS 

FOLLOWS: "WE TAD GBATEFUL NOTE THAT THE STATEMlmT OF SEOllETAllY l3Y!NES INDICATES 

THAT MEASURES TO FACILITATE IMMIGllATION INTO PALESTINE OF SUI3ST.ANTIAL NtJHEERS OF 

THE SURVIVOES OF ElmoPE.AN JEWRY SHOULD, .Alm CAN BE mmERTAXEN FOimlWITH t .AND THAT 

SUCH IMI·IIG~ION DOES NOT ArF.ECT THE t:BASIO SITUATION' IN PALESTINE. 11 

W.E ABE ASTONISHED AND DISMAYED THAT DESPITE THF.SE FACTS, DESPITE THE .. 

ADMITTEDLY URGENT NDD FOR ACTION TO RELIEVE THE TRAGIC PLIGHT Ol' THE JEWISH 

SURVIVOBS OF THE NAZI TDROR, DESPITE THE LAPSE, FURTHER, OF MOliE ~~ EIGHT 

MONTHS FBOM THE PRESIDnlT IS INITIAL BEQ,UEST TO THE PRIME MINI STER J'OR THEIR ENTRY 

IlilTO PALESTINE, AND FIN.ALLY DESPITE THE UN.ANIUOUS REPORT IN THIS CON1'1ECTION OF 

TD ANGLO-AMERIO.AN COM?·-1ITTD OF INQ,UIRY SUPPORTED BY THE PRESIDENT 1S OWN UNQUALI-

1IED STATEMENT OF .APRIL 30, INSTlil> OF IMMEDIATE ACTION' TO IMPLEMENT THE RECOM­

MEND.'~ION OF THE COMMITTD THERE IS APPARENTLY GB.AVE DANGER THAT UNl)ER COVER OF 

THE .ALLE(JED NEE iOR CONSULTATION THE WHOLE MATTER M'AY :SE lUM'HER DELAYED AND 

CONFUSED. 

WE .A.CCORDINGL'r URGE THAT IT 13:7: MADE IMMEDL'\TELY CLEA.R 'mAT THE l?ROPOSED 

CONSULTATIONS IX) NOT INVOLVE TEE DOOMMEND.,:" .. TION OF THE ANGLO-AMIRICAN CCMMITTEE 

OF INQ,UIB.Y FOR THE IMMIGRATION FORTB'WITH OF THE 100,000 .n1t'IS; .AND THAT OUR 

GOVERNMENT• WHICH GIVES ITS FOLL SUPPORT TO TH.AT RECOMUENDATION, l1ILL ASSIST IN 

SECUBING ITS FULFILLUENT AND LOOKS TO THE :SRI'l'ISH GO'VDNMmNT FOR ITS PART, LIKE­

VISE TO ·Do UHATEVER LIES IN ITS POWER TO Il.fPLEMENT THIS RECO~U,1END.ATION OF THE 

COMI(ITTEE. IN THE LIGHT OF :ml PRESIDWT 'S BEPEA.TEDLY EXPRESSED DISIRE FOR ACTION 

ON THIS EVER MORE URGENT MA'?TER, ANY OTHER COURSE WOULD nr THE CIBOtJMST.i.NCES g 

INCOMPREHEN~IRLE AND WE EAlmESTLY ASK FOR AN IMMEDIATE PUBLIC ASSUB:ANCE IN THIS 

REG.Alm. 
Al3BA HILLEL SILVER 

STIPBD s. \·ns1 

JOIBT CHAIB:MEN, AHERIC.A!T zEOrist IMIRGENCY OQUNCIL 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

,fASHINGTON 

May 24• 1946 

In reply refer to NE 

l,ty dear Rabbi Wise: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of the telegram which you 
and Rabbi Silver sent me on Mq 18 relating to Palestine. In 
replying to the various questions raised in your telegram, I 
have little to add to the statments which I made to yott and 
to Rabbi Silver during the course of our conversation on Mq 
22nd. For your information I am attaching hereto a copy of a 
statement issued to the pl'eas by the Department on the same 
day. 

Enclosure: 
Press Release date 
May 22, 1946 

Rabbi Stephens. Wise 

Sincerely yours , 

DEAN ACHESON (signed) 

Under Secretary 

.American Zionist lmergeney Council 
342 Madison Avenue 

New Yorlt 17 • New Yoric 
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The Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Mey 31, 1946 

We have the honor, on behalf of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
to acknowledge receipt of your letter of l-foy 20, 1946, inviting comments or 
suggestions by our Co'l.mcil with regard to the various matters discussed in 
the Report of the Anglo-American Committee of InquirJ. 

It will be recalled that the appointment of the Anglo-American Committee 
of Inquiry arose from the request of President Truman last September to Prime 
Minister Attlee, for the immediate immigration into Palestine of 100,000 
survivors of European Jewry. At the time of the appointment of the Committee 
strong exception was taken by our Council, in telegrams addressed to tho 
President, copies of which were sent to the Department, to a procedure which 
would necessarily involve considerable dela_y in obtaining action on his re­
quest for the immediate transfer to Palestine of these 100,000 Je\·rs. It was 
indeed no doubt in pa.rt due to the criticism very generally expres~;ed at that 
time that a limitation of 120 days was placed upon the period within uhich 
the Committee was expected to makes its report. 

The Committee of Inquiry completed its report in April, 1946. In a 
statement issued April 30th the President gave his warm approval to those 
reco?!lmendations of the Committee which concerned immediate action and, con­
spicuously to that recommendation which confirmed his request for the admission 
forthwith of 100,000 Jews into Palestine. The President stated thr•,t "the 
transference of these unfortunate people should now be accomplished with the 
greatest dispatch." 

It is with astonishment that we note th~t instead of immediate action 
being tal:en pursuant to the President I s sta ement, several weeks ·rere allo~ 1ed 
to elapse at the ond of which the request is made for observations and com­
ments . A further thirty days has been indicated as the date by which these 
comments or suggestions should be submitted. There is no indication as to 
the da.te ,d thin which a decision on the comments or subgestions may b e ex­
pected • 

It is now over ten months since at Potsdnm President Truman made his 
initial request to Primo Minister Attlee for the admission to Palestine of 
persecuted Jews from Europe. Kore than eight months have passed since the 
President, in his letter to the Prime Minister, urged the grant of lC0,000 
immigration certificates for this purpose. As the President then stated 
11 no other single matter is so important for those who have known the horrors 
of concentration camps for over a decade as is the future of immigration 
possibilities into Palestine." 
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The Report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, in confirming the 
view of the President , has merely reaffirmed the findings of l- r. Earl G. 
Harrison and of numerous other official investigators. It has in this respect 
added nothing to facts already well known at the time of its ap!)ointment. In 
the circunstances further consultations and comments appear meaningless except 
to produce delay where immediate action is cal.lid for, and to confuse •.1here the 
issue has long been altogether clear. So far as the Committee's long-t enn 
recommendations are concerned, we beg to point out that the views of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council were fully presented to the Cormnittee at 
its hec .. rings in Washington and are a mat t er of record. The Presidont himself, 
however, indicated the distinction to be drawn between the immediate objectives 
of the Co~mittee's Report and the other questions of long-range political 
policies, and we must strongly and respectfully urge the.t action be taken 
without further postponement Qf any kind to implement, in accordance with the 
President 1s stat ement, the recoIDI:lendution of the Committee with rogard to the 
immediute tronsference of' these 100,000 survivors of Nazi persecution. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abbcii Hillel Silver Stephen s. 1'7ise 
Joint Chairmen, American Zionist Emereency Council 

SW:LNF 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 88 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COl ITT.EE 

June 7, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council was held on Friday, June 7, at 2: 00 P .M. , at 342 -tadi son Avenue, 

l{e,·r York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Gedal.ia l3ublick, Rabbi lfa:x Kirshblum, 

Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, David ~ertheim. 

I. 13. Berkson, Philip Cruso, Daniel Frisch, Nahum Goldmann, r oshe Sh~piro, 

Abraham Tulin. 

l3enjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Isaiah L. Kenen, Artnur 

Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, :Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

LIAISON :BET\'TEEN JEWISH AGENCY AND E-iERGENCY COUNCIL, WASHINGTON 

Dr. Goldmann made a statement with reference to the difficulties \•rhich, it 

had been suggested at the previous meeting, had arisen in connection ,·Tith over­

lapping activities of the Jewish Agency and t he :Emergency Council in \·To.shin ton 

( statement on file). 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS I ~ BEGABD TO THE 100,000 BECOMMENDATI ON 

It was reported that the British Government had submitted a questionnaire 

to the State Department dealing with the recommendations of the Committee of 

Inquir,r, and had requested that a delegation from the Department meet with 

officials of the Eritish Government to discuss the matter. Apparently the 

.American Government had indicated that it is not yet ready to discuss the entire 

Report, but feels that the implomentation of the 100,000 recommendation should 

be effected at onco. In this connection, the President had indicated yesterdey 

at his Press Conference that the American Government is prepared to assume its 

part of the moral and financial responsibility for the transfer to and settle­

ment in Palestine of the 100,000. From a telephone conversation with repre­

sentat i ves of the Jewish Agency in London it appeared that the British ha.ve not 

completely dropped the matter of the disarming of the Haganah, 'but depending on 

the .American attitude, there is still hope that it may not be made a condition 

precedent. 

In response to a question, 1 t was reported further that our information 

to date is that the !ritish Government has not officially asked for American 

military aid. There 1s some hint of the fact that the ~ritish Government has 

prepared a draft document to replace the Mandate, but we were without knowledge 

of its contents. 
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JOINT TELEGRAM TO PmlSIDENT TRUMAN 

Mr. Kenen reported that Dr. Isadore Lubin had come to his office with the 

proposal that the American Jewish Conference, the American Zionist Emergency 

Council and the American Jewish Committee send a joint telegra~ to the President 

in connection with the request of the State Department for comment on the Report 

of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. Dr. Lubin felt that it was important 

at the present time to have a joint statement from the three organizations in 

order to impress upon the President the unanimity of Jewish opinion with regard 

to this recommendation. After a discussion with Dr. Silver, it was decided that 

a meeting of the Emergency Council be called to take an official position on the 

matter. 

A general discussion ensued, with the following members participating: 

Dr. Akzin, Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruso, Mr. Frisch, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Lipsky. Mr. Lourie, 

Hr. Manson, Dr. Neumann, Dr. Pekelis, Mr. TuJ.in, Hr. ,·tertheim and Dr. Wise. 

·Emphasis was placed on the constitutional difficulties involved in placing 

on a :par with the Conference an organization which had chosen to secede from that 

body. Also it was thought by a number of those participating that no effective 

pUil)ose would be served by such a telegram. Others urged the importance of a 

public manifestation of Jewish unanimity on the issue of the 100,000. It t·ras 

finally decided that separate telegrams - to be differently worded, but of 

similar content - be sent to the President from each of the three organizations 

(i.e. the American Zionist Emergency Council, the American Jewish Conference and 

the American Jewish Committee). 

Meeting adjourned at 3:40 P.H. 

A.L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL llO. 89 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIX, 

MINUTES o:r MD!'ING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

A special meeting of tho Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesday. June 11. at 4100 P.M •• at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City •. 

PRESENT 

Dr~ Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Goda.lia Bublick, Philip Cruso 9 Mrs. 
Moses Pa. Epstein, Mrs. :Benjamin Gottesman, Rabbi Max Kirshblum:- Ji.'.cl:,u Louis E. 
Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Noumann• Alexander Pekelisi Mis ... D,1.virl a.o 
Sola Pool, Judge Morris Rothonborg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, David Wertheim• Dr~ 
Stephens. Wise• 

Jacob Robins:>n, Judge Bornard A. Rosonblatt, Abraham Tulin. 

Tuvia Arazi, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isrcoli, Arthur 
Lourie, Marvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran, 
Abraham Tuvim. 

Dr. Silver stated that this meeting had boen called since it was felt 
necessary to discuss a plan of action in connoction with tho recent develop.. 
ments regarding the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem and the Cabinet Committee on 
Paleetine and Rolatod Problems appointed by tho President. 

EX-MUFTI 

Mr. Lourie reported that on March 221 19461 we had been informed by tho 
Stato Department that in reply to our momorandum to them of Decembor 131 1945, 
regarding the ex-Mufti, they had sent a copy of the memorandum to tho United 
Statos Commissioner on tho United Nations War Crimes Commission in London~ 
They htld boon advised by the Commissiane:r ·tm.t no charges had boon filed b~r any 
government against the Mufti with tho Commission; ns the alleged crimos of tho 
Mufti did not affect American nationals directly it would be contrary to tho 
practice of the United States Government to take action in the rnatter. ~o l\l"O 
at present proparing another memorandum based on new ovidonco regarding the 
Mufti 1s co-responsibility with the azis for the extermination policy. :Dr~ 
Robinson has prepared a noto on tho. legal position with re a.rd to such an in ict­
ment, from which it appears that our Government is onti tlcd to and should take 
action on the basis that the Mufti ~,,as a na,jor war cr1mina.l and not a uinor 
wa.r criminal in the sense of tho Moscow Declaration of October 30, 1943 and 
that his activities did not fa.11 solely under tho catc ory of wn.r e,rimes in a. 
technical sonse, but encompassed crimes against humanity. A D3clarn-c::.on should 
be submitted placing rosponsibility for the Mufti's "escape" on the British 
and French Govornments:, urging that tho whole test and sinco:ri ty in tho matter 
bingos upon the action ·talten with roga.rd to the hundred thou~~-- ,J... ow evidence 
with regard to tho co-r~sponsibility of the Mufti for the oxtormin~tion policy 
had already boen published in the press. 

A telegram on tho same subject, dated June 11. from Mr. Bartley c. Crum 
to the Stato Dopnrtment regarding tho Mufti was rend (on file). 

It wna decided that. should our finances permit, the Crum telegram be 
printed as an advertisement in varioua newspapers. 

(more) 
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Mr. Araz1 also urged that a Declaration should bo issued and felt it 
should be prepared along the following lines& (e.) although Groat Britain 
and France were well aware of the fact that the Mufti was one of those re-· 
sponsible for the Nazi extermination policy of European Jews, they chose to 
do nothing about the matter - by perm. ttin,; the M\lft1 to return to the Near 
East the admission of' the hundred thousand was prejudiced; (b) documents at\oa­
ting to the Mufti's guilt, and which are now in the lu:\t1da of the Allies, should 
bo made public: (c) the United States Government should aak for the extradi­
tion of the Mufti in order that he ma.7 be put on trial• 

It was decided that a comittee of threo lawyers, together with Mr. Arazi, 
Mr. Louria and Dr. Robinson, prepare a now memorandum calling for the indict­
ment of tho Mufti, to be sent to the State Departments also tan,t consideration 
be given to tho proposal for a public statement. 

CA.BINET COMMITTD ON P~ID AND BEieATE PROBLEMS. 

Dr. Silver read the following statement issued by the Proaident today: 

"In view of tho urgency of various problems relating to the displaced Jows 
in Europe and Pa.lostino, I at1 appointing, und~r the Cr.airmanship of the Socre­
ta.ry of State, a Cabinet Committee on Palestine and Related Problems, cocposed 
of the Secretaries of State, War and Treasury. The Committee will be charged 

with assisting me in formulating a.nd implemonting such policy with regards to 
Palestine and rolated,problems as may be adopted by this governoent. An execu­
tive order will be issued outlining the function& and authority of the Commit­
tee in further detail• 

91ho Ocmmt.tteo will be mthorized to negotiate with the Britiah Government 
and with other foreign governments and io ma.intain contact with private organi-
1ationa relating to the various matters arising out of the recommendations of 
the Anglo-American Committ.ee of Inquir7. 

"It is rq honest hope that the Cabinet Committee will be ab1o to under­
take its earnest task at the earliest possible coment. 11 

J'ollowing is tho statement 1 ssued by the State Depar.tment today: 

"With reference to the establishment by the President of a special C4l,binet 
Committee on Palestine and Related Problems, I have appointed Mr. Henry F. Gr~ 
as my alternate on the Comcd.ttoe with tho personal rank o~ Ambassador. Mre 
Grady was rocently head of the Ai!iorico.n Section of tho Allied Mission to obaorve 
tho elections in Greece and has previously served as .lssistant Secretary of 
State and on economic missions 1D tho 1ar East and to Ind.la. 11 

Dr. Silver stated that it has been learnt that tho technical CoDmittee 
going to London will, in all probability, include Mr. Cramer, who is the Assia­
tant to General Hildring for the State l>epartr.iont, Colonel Lovie for the War 
Department and Mr. EYan Wilson, of the Palestine desk in the Near Ee.at Division• 
It is understood that Mr. Grad1' will remain in this country o.nd will act aa co­
ordinator in all theao matters. Judg1ng from the Preaidont'• own statoment 
thero has now been created an important inatl'Wlentali ty of our Governmont to 
handle tho entire problem. It is n.ot lmown, however. whether tho Comoittee will 
restrict its activities to the hundred thousand recoDDOndntion or whether it 
will consider the Anglo-American Comittee Report aa a wholo, 

(core) 
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It ia too soon to know what the implications are for us, but we are facing 
a new situation. Since the next few weeks will be critical we oust do every­
thing possible to bring home to poople the urgency of the issues at stake. 

A motion was made and carried th.o.t if possible an Aooricnn Zionist be sent 
to London to boon hand during tho negotiations between tho Acorican and British 
representatives. 

DAGUE FOR PEA.CE WITH JUSTIC!J IN PALESTINE • 

It was decided that the prograo of action put forth by Mr. Arazi with 
regard to tho Loague for Peace with Justice in Palestine be financed to the 
extent of $3,000. 

ADMISSION CHABGE TO MDl'INGS SPONSOllD l3Y THE EMERGENCY COUliCIL 

The question arose regarding the advisability of charging for adnission 
to meetings and deoonstrations sponsored by the Energoncy Council. It was d&­
cided that tho catter would be taken up in detail at another oeeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:35 P.M • 
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CONFIDENTIAL UO. 90 

.AMJ!:RICAN ZIOlTIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDCUTIVE COMMITTEE 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .Amorican Zionist imargency Council was hold on Frida¥, June 21, at 2:30 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avonue, Now York City • 

PRISENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, Mrs. Moses P. Eps tein, Loon Gellman, Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuol Neumann, Judgo Morris Rothenberg, David worthoim, Dr. Stephen s. •Tiso, Rabbi 
Sidnoy Zambrowsky. 

Jacob Dostrovsky, Richard Gilbert, Milton Handler, Siogfriod Hoofion, Loo Kohn, Rabbi Irving Mill ~r, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Hosho Shapiro, 
Abraham Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Bcn-Horin, Gerold Frank, .t\.rnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Han~on, Harcy L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran, Abo Tu vim; Tuvia .Arazi, Eliahu Epstein, Sidnoy Marks. 

CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE AL~ RELATED PROBLEMS 

Dr. Akzin reported that tho technical advisors on tho Prosidont' s Cabine t Committee had boJn sent to London dth instructions to discuss only tho mat t er of the immigration of tho hundred thousand. In th courso of th~so nogoti ~t ions the British indicated that they wore ready to agree t o t o distribntior. of tho immigration certificates being handled by th o Jewish Agency but t ho.,r ;i s:wci f or a strong measure of control over tho Agency in this regard. Among othur questions raised during those discussions was that a de.to bo fixod subsoquont to whi ch J ews arriving in tho .\morican or British zonos should not bo eligible for emigration cortificatos; also tho t empo of il!ll!ligration. Whilo tho Americans folt that tho immigrants could bo transported at tho rate of twenty thousand por month, tho »ritiah woro of tho opinion that Palestine could not absorb morci than t ro to for thousand per month. Dr . .Akzin roportod on certain suggestions for action. A proposal that a lottor should bJ addrcssod to the Prosidont by a group of Senators urging once again that tho hundred thousand roco ondation bo implemented immo­diatoly had boon actod upon, and such a lotter has already gone to the ,·Thi to Houso over tho signatures of nine Senators. 

ORGANIZATION OF ~LIO OPINION 

Mr. Tuvim reported that Mr. Zaritsky, on behalf of tho Trado Union Conunittoo tor Palostino had cabled in strong terms to tho British Trado Union Congroas o.nd tho British Labor Party. Mr. Groen had pormittod us to sond tolograms to ovory Stato Federation of Labor and central body in tho country, calling on them to writo, telegraph, or call tho White House and tho Stato Department, protesting tho prosont situation o.nd asking for tho immodiato entry of tho hundred thousand. Excellent results havo boon obtainod. At prosont, wo arc working on a march to Washington of votorans in uniform undor tho sponsorship of tho Jewish War Votorans of tho Unitod States. They 1dll also includo other veterans• groups, both J ouish and non-Jewish. This "'111 call for two hundred aut0t1obilos, containing four or fi vo veterans each, to lonvo on Sunder, July- 14, for Washington. An effort ;«:, . ,· 
• 
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will be made to have than received at t~e City Hall . steps by the Mayor in order to 
obtain initial publicity on the project in Uew York. The cars are to go through 
Uew Jersey, Pe~sylvania_ Dela.ware, etc., picking up other lines of cars, and it 
is estimated that the march on Washington will include seven hundred to ono 
thouso.nd people. It is pla1t."led to have a yeterans mass meeting in Washington on 
Sundny night, July 149 and to have delegations visit the t'hite House, the state 
Departme!lt nnd Congress on Monday, July 15. Another part of thia pla"l is to have 
veterans groups organized in evory State of the Union for a visit to their respect-­
ive <;;overnors on Monday, July 151 to urge than to assist in the work that will be 
done in Washington that dey by sending wires to the President a."ld the State Depart­
ment. We have also di scussod with a number of labor peopl~ the necessity for a 
labor danonstration in this city1 and the Trade Union Committee for Palestine is 
calling a special meeting to make arrangements to this end. It was su~ested that 
the k~!l.ote of the demonstration be the implema"ltation of tho positive parts of 
the repQrt and an attack on the policy of the :British Labor Government~ 

Mr. Shapiro reported tha~ action was being taken to make clear to the various 
nev,s aga"lcies and newspllJ?er, that the word "terrorist" trhml applied to the J e-,-,,s of 
Palestine is incorrectly used. Many mass meeti?igs and demonstrations aro b ei ~g 
held throughout the cou."ltry. It ]:laB been learned that seven Ministers in Chicago 
have bee!l. picketing the British Consulate. a'td we will try to encourage this medium 
of protest throughout the cou..'1.try. Different types of advertisements are being 
inserted in pap~rs in various communities. Ve are also trying to locate vetera"ls 
with British decorations who would be willing to return these decorations to the 
British Embassy. 

In response to a quest ion as to why the veterans' march is being limited to 
the ]kl.stern senboa.r<It !r. Shapiro stn.tod that t ha~ will be a matter of discussion 
with the Jewish War Veterans of the United stat es. 

Mr. Shapiro stated that in view of the fact that ma"ly emer gencies had arisen 
this year which were not anticipated when uo had set up our budget, we are placed 
in a position whero \le are unable to :make the necessary moves because of lack of 
funds. It seemed lµtely that there would be a deficit at the end of the financial 
year of $120 1 000. At the same time a"l immediate gra!lt of $100,000 would probnbly 
enable us to get by. It vms resolved that the request for. an additional sum of 
$100,000 to enable the Cc,uncil to conti.'lue its work be approved subj ect to confirma­
tion by the FL"lance Committee which was given power to act. 

MADI SOU. SCJ]ARE GABDJmJ KEElIUG 

Dr. Silver felt that the attendance at the Madison Square Ge.~den meeting was 
a keen disappointment. A great deal of time, thought and money had gone into tho 
meeting to make it a. success, but the response ue.s not gratifying. If such a 
negativo a.ttitud~ represents the mood of .American Jewry• than a. great deal of rro:r.1

: 

still lies ahead. 

LOAU TO :BRITAIU 

After n general discussion on the matter of the American loan to Britain, it 
was 13groed that it through our friends it is possible to delay the passage of the 
legislation granting the lo~ to ~rite.in that would be desirable pending the out­
come of the Palestinian aitu~tion. At the same time the Council should not go on 
record publicly on the i esue. 
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Dr. Silver welcomed to the meeting Dr. Leo Kohn, Political Secretary of tho Je11ish Agency. Jerusalem• who is at present visiting in the United States. Dr. Koh.'l made a brief stateme.'lt in which he emphasized the gravity of v.hat wns happen­ing in Pnlestine and the need for a proper appreciation of a.'ld react:ton to the situation here. There would be ,,_.,_ immediate cha.'lge if the .American i.nd British . governments were to issue a joint anno,mcement that the 100
1
000 !70uld be admitted, H.AG.AlU.H 

After a general discussion on the matter, n motion was made and carried that a Committee of Three be appointed to draft a forceful statement associatbg .Americon Zionism witlat the Haga.'lah a'ld assuring the Haganah of our wholehenrted support, at the same time distL'lgllishi:ng between the Haga'lah a.'ld the Irgu.'l Zvei Leumi and the 
stern group. 

:SOOK PRQJE<Ir 

Mr. lleumann '.!"!l.ised the question of an important book project which is bci:ng u.'ldcrtaken now a.'ld which will serve us in its fiel~ as effectively as did ~r. Lornlermilk:
1 
s book. It is required that the necessary arra'lger.rnnts ll!ld fina?:cicl 

provisions be made for the publishing of this book. 

It ms decided that the matter.should be referred to the Finance Committee. Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P. M • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 91 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE CO ff.fITTEE 

June 29, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Saturda_v, June 29, at 9:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT · 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding)• Gedalia Bublick, Philip Cruso, Mrs. Moses 
P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, 
Alexander Pekelis, Louis Segal, David Wertheim, Rabbi Sidney Zambrowsky. 

Jacob Dostrovsky, Nahum Goldmann, Siegfried Hoofien, Leo Kohn, Jeannotte 
Leibel, Mrs. Mina Rogers, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Abraham Tulin, Mrs. Ste -!J.en 
s. Wise. 

Gerold Frank, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Har17 L. Shapiro; 
Tuvia Arazi, Eliahu Epstein, Gottlieb Hammer. 

:BRITISH WD ON YISHUV AND ARBEST OF JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE LEADERS 

Dr. Wise stated that this is the second of two meetings called for today, 
the first meeting this afternoon being that of the Committee of Eight. Dr. Silver 
was not able to attend since he was presiding at a meeting in Chicago. 

Dr. Goldmann repbrted that in reply to the statement of the spokesman of 
the l3r1 ti sh Foreign Office that the American Government had been aware of 
l3ri tain 1s contemplated action in raiding the Yishuv and arresting the Jewish 
Agency Executive leaders, the Department of State had tod~ issued a formal 
denial that they had received advance information to this effect. However, they 
did receive a call from the Jewish Agency after the e•ents had taken place. A 
cable, signed by Mr. Weisgal but presumably from Dr. Weizmann, was received today 
in which it was urged that all the Araeri can members of the Agency in the United 
States come to Palestine immediately to continue the Agency work. The Committee 
of Eight have discussed the matter, and it is assumed that should it be necessary 
that the American members go they will be ready to do so. It was decided at the 
meeting this afternoon to recomr.,end to the Emergency Council to arrange for a 
large mass demonstration directed against British actions in Palestine to be 
held in Ne\-1 York on Mond~. There was a proposal to arrange a demonstration in 
Washington on Tuesdey moming when the four members of the Jewish Agency Executive 
are to see the President. However, it was felt that such a demonstration in 
Washington wo,ud not be advisable since we should direct ourselves now against 
the Br! ti sh and not against the Wh1 te House. It was further decided that the 
four members of the Jewish Agency Executive in America should issue a statement 
in which they declare their solidority with the arrested members in Jerusalem 
and assume full responsibility. It was also felt that the Emergency Council 
shouJ.d issue a statement on the solidarity of American Zionism with the Jewish 
~ency. 
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After a general discussion in which Mr. :SUblick, Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Epstein, 
Dr. Goldmann, Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Hoofien, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Manson, 
Dr. Pekelis, Mr. Segal, Mr. Shapiro, Mr. Tulin, Mr. Wertheim and Dr. Wise 
participated, it was decided that the following courses of action ,-10uld be t:.tkc"'l 
to voice the protest of American Jewry- against British action in Palestine: 

(1) The American members of the Jewish Agency Executive to issue a state­
ment expressing their solidarity with the Yishuv and the arrested members of the 
Jewish Agency Executive in Palestine; 

(2) The American Zionist F.mergency Council to issue a statement 8A'J)ressing 
the solidarity of American Jewry with the Jewish Agency and the Haganah. 

(3) Telegrams be sent to the Chairmen of the Local Emergency Committees 
urging that the members of their respective communities send telegrams to 
President Truman expressing ttieir feeling of outrage at l:Jri tish arrest of Jewish 
Agency leaders and urging that the President take finn stand ~gainst this and 
insist upon !ritain1s fulfillment of 100,000 immigration recommendation. 

(4) Mass demonstration to be held at Madison Square Park, Tuesday, July 2, 
at 5:30 P.M. 

(5) From 2:00 P.-1. until 5:00 P.H. on Monday, July 2, there is to be a 
steady stream of picketing of the British Consulate. 

(6) Voters at the World Zionist Congress polls are to be instructed to 
wire the President expressing their indignation at what has tod~ happened in 
Palestine; they should further be invited to attend the mass demonstration to 
be held at Madison Square Park. 

LOAN TO :BRITAIN 

Following a discussion, Mr. Cruso moved that this session express its 
agreement with the resolutions adopted at the Executive Committee meeting of 
the Council on June 21. The Chairman stated that the decision of the Council 
on that occasion was a matter of record and that there was no need to reaffirm it. 

Ur. Neumann then moved, as an amendment, that at the same time we get our 
friends throughout the country to send telegrams to their Members of Congress 
8Xpressing indignation at what is taking place in Palestine and requesting them 
to use their influence to make audible in Congress public feeli?l€ on the matter. 

In response to a statement by Mr. Lipsky, as Chairman, that Hr. Neumann's 
proposal had nothing to do with the loan, Mr. Neumann stated that in the light 
of the strong opposition at the meeting to public action on the loan, he was 
putting his amendment in the form that the telegrams from Local Emergency Com­
mittees need not necessarily express opposition to the loan, but that we should 
simply ask our people to get their Congressmen to voice the indignation of the 

.American public and use their influence in whatever wey they could make it felt. 

The Chairman, in putting Mr. Neumann 1s substitute amendment to the vote, 
stated that while it did not intend any direct reference to the loan, undoubtedly 
the action proposed would have some effect upon the loan. Upon a vote, Mr. 
Neumann's amendment was adopted, with Professor Pckelis contra. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 P.M. 

A. Le 
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CONFIDENTIAL MO. 92 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETil~G OF EXECurIVE COMMITTEE 

July 1, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .Americnn Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Monday, Ju1y 1, at 2:00 P.I . • , at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Philip Cruso, 
Hrs. Mosu P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Mrn. Samuel w. Halprin, Rabbi J.fa..°'\: Kirshblum, 
Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Ale:cander Pekeli s, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, David Uertheim, 
Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

I. B. Berkson, Mrs. Chava Cohen, Daniel Frisch, Eliav Glanz, Leo Kohn, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Moshe Shapiro, Ab~ahnm Tulin. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold X. I sreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Marvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Uanson, Harry L. Shapiro., Abraham Tuvim. 

REPORT ON ACTIOM TAKEN REG.ABDING AlmESTS IN PALESTI?tE 

Mr. Shapiro reported that on Saturday night, June 29, telegrams were sent 
to the Zionist polling boo~hs in which voters were urged to ,-,ire the President 
8"-'J)ressing their indignation at the :British raid on the Yishuv, picket the 
British Consulate on lfonday afternoon, July 1, nnd at tend the mass meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 2, at 5:30 P.1-1., at Madison Squnre Pn.rk. On the 
following morning, June 30, telegrams were sent to all Local Emerbency Conmittee 
Chainnen and read as follows: 

"LATEST TREACHEROUS ACTION OF :BRITAIN CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE .AND UN­
P:RECEDENTED REACTION AMERICA. l!OVE YOUR COM!ro?JITY TO FOLLm'lING 
ACTIONS QUICKLY: SEND T:F.!,:.'l}GRAMS TO PBESIDEl,lT EXPRESSING OUTRAGE 
BRITISH ARREST OF JEWISH AG:2NCY LEADERS AS ACT OF WAR AGAil ST 
JEWISH PEOPLE ll"UESTING HE TJJ{E FIBM STAND AG.AI ST THIS TYRAl IT 
AND INSIST :BRITAIN FULFILL RECOn,1ENDATION FOR TRANSFER 100,000 . 
FEOM IIP CANPS TO PALESTINE. DISPATCH WIRES TO CO GRESS -1E EXPRESS­
ING INDIGNATION AG.i;.INST :BRITJ\IN IN CONG!GSS. IF TH.'SRE IS BRITISH 
CONSULATE Ili YOUR COMMUNITY ORGANIZE MASS PICKmI G OUTSIDE CO SULS 
OFFICE. D1PORTANT THAT PROMilTENT LOCAL LEADERS, JEWISH AND NO r_ 

JEWISH, :BE IN VANGUARD OF SUCH DIMONSTBATION IM OBDER SECURE 
ADEQUATE PUBLICITY :roR SAHE, IF POSSI!LE ORGANIZE INDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR HASS DEMONST:RATIONS ON LARGEST POSSIBLE SCALE. STAmtENT 
IN PRESS RELFASE SENT YESTERDAY AS Jm'LY TO 13RITISH ACTION SHOULD 
:BE !EYlTO~ FOR THESE MEETINGS. THE CRUCIAL MOMENT IS No,t: t'IE 
COUNT OM YOU TO CAimY OUT ilOVE ESSENTIAL ASSIGln.fENTS." 

Reports indicated that a large crowd had gathered before the British Consulate 
that afternoon. With regard to the mass meeting at Madison Square Park tomorro~ the 
afternoon papers will carry ads, as will tomorro,., morning 1s papers. 
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AMERICAN MmimlBS OF JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE 

Dr. Wise brought to the attention of the body that at a meeting of the 
Committee of Ei~t on Satur~ a proposal was made that the four Americon members 
of the Jewish J..gency heo~,tve should, in response to a cable suggestion from 
Palestine, proceed immediately to Palestine to indicate their solidarity with 

• their fellow members of the Executive and to participate in its further work. 

• 

It was stated that the Committee of Eight had al.so considered the possi­
bility of sending American representatives of Zionist organizations who are not 
members of the Executive if for any reason it should be deemed inadvioable that 
the Jewish Agency members go over. 

Mr. Lourie reported that in the course of a call from Mr. l3en,-Gur1on from 
Paris, Mr. :Ben-Gurion had advised against all four of the Americon members of the 
Jewish Agency leaving the United States at this time since their presence here 
might be important. 

Mr. Tul.in, too, felt that this was a time for the American leaders to 
remain in the United States and seek to take up our matters with the American 
Government on the top level. America has an absolute legal right to intervene 
in regard to the disposition or Palestine based on specific assertions and 
documents and that point has not been stressed. 

Mr. Frisch was or the opinion that the American Zionist leaders must 
present the Zionist position in Washington. They a.lone could speak for the five 
million American Jews in this connection and under no circumstances should they 
leave the country at this time. 

Dr. Leo Kohn stated that it was very obviously the desire of Britain to 
liquidate the Jewish Agency which represents the Jewish people in regard to 
Palestine. The Yishuv was now literally fighting for its existence. It would 
be very helpful in view of the fact that the leaders there have been arrested, 
that people of high standing from here should go to Jerusalem. It would also be 
very advisable for what lies ahead that one or two prominent non-Jewish American 
journalists should go to Palestine. The presence of these journalists would have 
an inhibitive effect on the GoTernment. Similarly, if we could arran~e an 
immediate visit by distinguished pro-British American Senators who mi t be able 
to influence the British Government. 

Dr. Pekelis was of the opinion that something very different from our 
ordinary reaction of protests and ~ass meetings was required. It was necessary 
in some dramatic way to arouse and give 8X]Jression to the emotions of the people • 
He made certain suggestions in this connection and urged further that we CO"Lsider 
the idea of approaching the C nmissior: on Human Rights of the United Nationc. 

' 

Mr. Segal also felt that it was necess,ar:, to do things we had not done 
before. In addition to strengthening the leader.ship in Palestine by manpowor 
from .America, it would have a tremendous effect if some or the American Jewish 
youth should go to Palestine as soon as possible. 

Mr. !en-Horin was of the opinion that an impressive delegation comprised 
of people like Bartley Crum, Reinhold Niebuhr, Nelson Rockefeller and others 
should go to Palestine. Their presence and their reports would ho.ve a rest rain­
ing effect on !ritish action. Secondly, Dr. S1lver and ,Ir. Wise should, on 



• 

• 

-3-

behalf of the Emergency Council, send a properly worded wire to Stalin and offi­
cially nsk for Russian intervention in Palestine. 

Judge Rothenberg felt that it was not advisable for the American nembers of 
the Agency to go to Palestine. The main fight will be in America. ·foreover, in 
Palestine censorship might greatly hampertheir effectiveness there. On the other 
hand, it might be helpful if the President would send a personal emissary to 
Palestine. He favored action in opposition to the grant of the loan to Great 
Britain. 

Mrs. Epstein stated that as ma.rv American Zionist leaders as possible 
should go to Palestine, although a nec~ssary number of those in author! ty should 
naturally remain in the United States. She was very much against a,iy direct 
appeal to Russia. 

(Mr. Gellman and Mr. Moshe Shapiro spoke in Yiddish and. the stenotypist 
f ailed to transcribe their remarks). 

Mr. Il'eumann felt that we have one very immediate opportunity and that is 
the conference with the President. The President should be requested to ta --e a 
firm stand and demand that the arrested people be released. A suggestion s.r.ould 
be made that the American Government send its own mission to Pal estine now or a 
Presidential mission to look into the situation and exercise uhat influence they 
can. Instead of being drawn into endless discussions, further, the Amerlcan 
Government should be asked to indicate its impatience at the prolonged delay and 
insist on concrete action. Our Administration must realize that in the nbsence 
of effective and helpful action they will be held to that extent responsible 
for the situation as it is. 

Mr. Lipsky also discussed the interview with the President. It is 
necessary to bring home to our Government the manner in which i t is being used 
by the British Government for its own purposes. He did not think it was advisable 
for us to use the British loan as an instrument of action. 

Mrs. Halprin stressed the need for carefully thinking out the matters to 
be taken up w1 th the President at the interview the next day. 

Judge Rosenblatt said it was clear that the :Sri tish line was t o seek the 
elimination of the Agency. He supported Mr. Tulin in drawing attention to the 
legal aspects of America's rights in the whole matter. 

Dr. Wise felt that an appeal should bo made to the President to exercise 
the influence of his office to put an end to the reign of terror in Palestine 
instituted by the »ritish. The members of the Agency should be set free and 
the illegal raiding of Jeiish settlements be stopped. The President should also 
be asked in very specific terms as to just when the 100,000 are going to be moved 
to Palestine and also whether the Cabinet Committee haij been instructed to 
implement as quickly as possible the transference of the hundred thousand. 

MEETING WITH THE PRESID~"T 

Dr. Silver stated that an appointment had been sought with the President 
nearly two months ago ~in the names of Dr. Wise and himself, and Mr. Monsky, 
representing the Emergency Council and the American Jewish Conference, respee­
ti vely. It was only in the course of last week that they had a.t length been 
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informed that an appointment had been fixed and that the President wanted to 1ee, 

in addition, Dr. Nahum Goldmann and Mr. Louis Lipsky as representing the A€eney. 

Invitation to the Agency had arissn inconsequence of a letter sent to the President, 

of'fering the services of the Agency in a technical way to assist in the movi1 g of 

the hundred thousand Jews to Palestine end making certain financial and other 

suggestions • 

Dr. Silver felt that the addition of representatives of the .Agency to those 

participating in the interview was uncalled for and he expressed criticism of the 

manner in which it had been arranged. He added that &n intolerable situation waa 

developing internally and there would have to be a radical reorganization if he 

was to be able to do effective work. 

DELEGATION TO PALESTINE 

A motion was made and carried that a delegation of four or eight leading 

American Zionists, representing the four parties, should go to Palestine as soon 

as possible in connection with the present situation there. 

:BRITISH LOAN 

A reference was made to the matter of our attitude to the proposed loan to 

:Britain. It was pointed out that it had previously been decided that we should 

seek indirectly, and without going officially on the record, to obtain a postpone­

ment of action on the loan; that vote still held good. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P.M. 

A.L • 
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OONFIDEMTIAL NO. 93 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 3, 1946 

A special meeting of the EY.ecutive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Wednesd~. July 3, at 4:00 P.l-f., at 342 -!adi .. rnn 
Avenue, New York City. 

PBESEi-JT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Mrs. Moses P. ?.:9stein, 
Leon Gellman, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel 
Neumann, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

I. B. Berkson, Jacob Dostrovsky, Daniel Frisch, Milton Handler, R.:.b i 
Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Moshe Sha;piro, Abraham Tu.lin. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, -Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

MADISON SQUARE PARK DEMONSTRATION 

Dr. Silver, in commenting on the Madison Square Park demonstration held 
yesterd~ afternoon, stated that it was an effective and dignified event. There 
was a fine tum-out of people, and perhaps the most significant part of it was the 
participation of the people themselves in the meeting. Dr. Silver expressed the 
deep appreciation of this body for the fine work done by the members of the s ·vaff 
of the Emergency Council and others who were instrumental in making the meeting 
the success that it was. Various communities throughout the country are having 
meetings of a similar nature and our office is being besieged with requests for 
speaker!>. 

VETERANS MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Dr. Silver stated that there were advertisements in today's papers, inserted 
by the Jewish War Veterans of the United States, announcing the contemplated march 
on Washington on Jul· 14, requesting Jewish servicemen to join the cavalcade and 
asking people to make their cars available for transportation. It will be an 
im-pressive and worthwhile demonstration. 

MEETiiTG l'IITH PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver reported on the meeting of the delegation with the President 
on July 2 (report on file). They had discussed with the President, who ap1)eared 
friendly and anxious to be helpful, the raids and arrests in Palestine and also 
their possible effect on the implementation of the 100,000 immigration. The 
President was determined to press for the hundred thousand and not to permit the 
events which have occurred in the last few d93"s to interfere, 

In consultation with Mr. Uiles, who had been present o.t the interview, a 
statement was preparEi which was subsequently approved by the President and 
released to the press by the White House (attached). 
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CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTil!E AND RELATED PROBLEMS 

It was decided that an effort would be made to find out ·more precisel:- the 
scope tm.d purposes of the visit of the Cabinet Committee to London -- uhether it 
is to consummate the arrangements for the movement of the 100,000 Je,-,s from ::Jl1r0pe 
to Palestine, or whether it is to explore the recommendations of the Report , s a 
whole and make decisions accordingly. 

• TELEGll~L'I TO DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

• 

It was resolved to send a telegram to Dr. Israel Goldstein 0XJ.)rescing the 
deep synIJ?athy of the Executive Committee in the tragic loss sustained by Dr. 
Goldstein and his family by the death of his daughtel'-in-law in an automobile 
accident. 

SOLIDARITY WITH YISHUV AND HAGANAH 

Mr. Neumann made the suggestion that a sub-comr.rl.ttee consisting of one 
representative of each of the organizations should meet to consider what, if 
anything, can now be done to give legal and constructive form to the trem endous 
public sentiment which has developed as a result of recent events in Palestine in 
behalf of the Jewish resistance in Palestine. People are anxious to 0XJ.)ress them­
selves concretely. It was agreed that a sub-committee be appointed to consider 
the matter and make recommendations. Dr. Silvor pointed out that pending the 
report of the sub-committee, no action should be taken on it~ own by any one of 
our groups w1 thout having first consulted this body. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 

A. Le 
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July 2, 1946 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEUENT 

"The President conferred today with the following American members of 

the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine: Rabbi Ste1Jhen s. '1ise, 

• Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Ur. Louis Lipsky nnd Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 

"The representatives of the Jewish Agency gave the President their views 

of recent events in Palestine. 

"The President expressed his regret at these developments in PalestL1e. 

He informed the representatives of the Jewish Agency that the Government of the 

United States had not been consulted on these measures prior to their adoption 

by the British Government. He expressed the hope that the leaders of the Je -,ish 

community in Palestine would soon be released and that the situat i on would sorn 

return to normal. 

"The President added further that it was his detennination tho.t t11ese 

most recent events should mean no delay in pushing forward with a policy of 

transferring 100,000 Je11ish immigrants to Palestine ,-Ti t h all dispatch, in 

accordance with the statement he made upon he receipt of the Report of tho 

Anglo-American Committee of Inqui cy. 

11 The President indicated that the Government of the United States was 

prepared to assume technical and financial responsibility for the transportation 

of these immigrants from Europe to Palestine. 

"He expressed his thanks for the workmanlike suggestions embodied in the 

• letter which the .American members of the Jewish .Agency Executive sent him o:i 

June 14 with respect to the technical and financial problems involved in the 

transfer and resettlement of the 100,000 immigrants," 

• * • 
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CONFIDENTIAL No. 94 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECt1rIVE COMMITTEE 

July 15, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held on Monda_,,-, July 15, at 5:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESEMT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Miss Juliet N. ~enjamin, l rs. Moses P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Satnuel Halprin, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexandelf Pekelis, Mrs. David de Solo Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, David Wertheim. ~ 

Mrs. Chava Cohen, Daniel Frisch, Mil ton Handler, Leo Kohn, Moshe Shapiro, Abrahrmi Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu :Ben-Horin, Arthur Lourie, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran. 

EI,-MUl'XI 

Mr. Lourie stated that a new memorandum on the Mufti, together with supporting exhibits based on documentary material which had recently become available evidencing the co-responsibility of the ufti with Himmler and others for the Nazi extermination policy of the Jews, is now completed. The autho 1ity of this bo~ was requested for submission of the memorandum to the State Depart­ment. 

It was decided that the memorandum should be sent to the State Department and that it be mo.de public after it has been submitted• 

VETERANS MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Mr. Shapiro reported that 1 t had originally been planned to have a motor­cade of approximately one hundred cars leave from New York and as it went along the line of travel to Washington it had been expected that cars from cities enroute \roul.d fall in the procession and go along. However, since it was neces­sar,y to obtain permits in every city in order to travel through the streets that plan was abandoned. Since, too, all the necessary cars were unobtainable gratis, it was decided that the Council budget on this project woUld have to be raised :from $5,000 to $15,000 in order to have the required transportation. Yesterday morning the cars gathered in Union Square and their first stop was at the steps of City Hall where they were very well received by the Ma_vox, after which the cars traveled together to Washington, carrying banners and streDmers. At Pennsylvania Railroad in New York there were assembled more men than for whom we had tickets and the Jewish t'lar Veterans decided that they would have to eq,end $4,000 or $5,000 for additional tickets. After th& veterans had arrived in Washington last night they held a mass meeting with an attendance of about 3,000. Todq there was a parade of about 4,000 veterans, mostly in uniform, who marched in military formation and carried their colors and streamers. Our 
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people in Washington reported that it constituted an impressive spectacle• From 
a public relations standpoint, 1 t will probably be the most ef~ective thing we 
have done _:..:. it had been covered by the newsreels, the newspapers 1n Washington 
are full of it and the news services are sending wirephotos all over the country. 

W'e had also arranged that Local Emergency Committees should get in to,i..ch 
with the Jewish War Veterans in their respective States and arrange for a 
delegation to visit the Governor and request him to sond a wire to the President 
on the subject. Mr. Shapiro read a wire from the Governor of Louisiana to the 
President (on file), and stated that it ig expected that the same procedure will 
be followed in at least forty States. 

In Washington one delegation, headed by Ired S. Harris, of Ueriden, 
Connecticut, called on the President. During the course of the meeting the 
President emphasized that the matter of the hundred thousand immigration is 
the primary interest. He also stated that he is ,rying to get a hu..~dred 
thousand displaced persons into Africa and another hundred thousand into South 
America. The delegation then declared that they were confident that no American 
troops were needed in Palestine and that the British demand for such troops was 
a colossal bluff designed to fri~ten and mislead the American people. :!owever, 
they felt that if the President was of the opinion that A.~erican troops were 
needed there, they would have no difficulty in recruiting a volunteer Jewish 
Division for service in ~alestine. Eaeh of the six members of the delegation 
to the President were asked to submit separate reports from which we will be 
able to obtain a fairly composite picture of the meeting. 

No reports have yet been received as to the outcome of the visit of other 
delegations to the State Department and the British Ambassador. However, it is 
hoped that we will be able to present a full picture of what took place at our 
next meeting. 

While this cavalcade has been a. very successful event, Mr. Shapiro was 
of the opinion that further activity of this nature should not be attempted at 
this time. 

TRANSJOBDAN 

Mr. Lourie bro\18ht up the matter of the application that is being made 
at the present time for the admission of Transjordan to the United Nations. 
We had submitted a very full memorandum on the subjeet of Transjordan to the 
Department of State on May 24, 1946, and it is obviously our duty tQ do whatever 
we can to place before the Secun. ty Council the facts which indicate that Tr:ms­
jordan is not a suitable member for admission to the United Nations. There was 
a brief discussion on the mater.I.al to be inco!porated in a memorandum for sub­
mission to the members of the Security Council and the suggestion was made that 
the representatives of the Agency co-operate in this matter with those members of 
the Emergency Council who had been interesting themselves in the Transjordroi 
problemu Special reference was made to the contribution of Professor Handler 
and Mr. Tulin in the drafting of the memorandum on Transjordan for submission 
to the State Department; and to that of Dr. Pekelis and Dr. Jacob Robinson 
in preparing the memorandum on the Mufti. 

It was finally decided that the comr.11 ttee of lawyers which drafted the 
original memorandum on Transjordan be given authority to carry on whatever 
activity is necessary in connection w1 th the matter. 

I 
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LIAISON :BETl'IEEN .m,·1ISH AGENCY AND AMERICAN ZIONIST E!mlGENCY COUNCIL 

A lengthy discussion took place on what was described as the "chaotic 
situation" which was arising as a result of the overlapping activities of the 
J!mergenQ" CO'Wlcil and the Jewish Agency. It was stated that there were no clear 
limitations of authority, and various instances of confusion or duplication were 
cited, Complaint was also made of the uncontrolled actions of individuals and 
in particular there was reference to an interview with an unnamed Zionist leader 
which had appeared in the New York Times and to the matter of the loan to Great 
Britain. The imperative need for integration or coordination of ru.1 Zionist 
political activities on the American scene was emphasized. It was reaffirmed 
that a committee of t~e Emergency Council should be appointed to meet with a 
committee of the Agency to work out a reorganization of political procedure 
including a) the relationship between the !mergency Council and the Agency and 

b) the control of public statements by Zionist spokesmen speaking on behalf 
of the movement. 

The Chairman said that he would appoint the committee a'l'l.d ask it to meet 
within the week. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P,M • 
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COlfflDENTIAL MO, 96 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COtnfCIL 

MINUl'ES OF 1.mETI.NG OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 25, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Amoricun Zionist 
Emergency Council was he:.J. on Thursd~, July 25, at 1:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEHT 

Emanuel Neumann (presiding), Miss Juliet •. :Senjnmin, Urs. Chava Cohen, 
Mrs. Hoses P. Epstein, Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Sego.l, David Wertheim. 

I. B. Berkson, Daniel Frisch, Simon Federbush, Judge Bernard A. Rosenbl :xtJ 

Arnold K. Isreeli, William Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Josel)h P. Sternstein, Abraham Tuvim. 

CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE 

Mr. Neumann reported that it had been learnt that the British have sub- ­
mitted their proposals for a pennanent solut i on , making the immiGration of the 
100,000 dependent upon the acceptance of a plan for a pemanentsolution on which 
consultation between Jews and Arabs is to tnke place after the plnn will have 
received the approval of both the .Americnn and :Sri tish Governments. The plan 
calls for a division of Palestine into Arab, Jewish and :British provinces, with 
full control over the entire territory to be vested in the central British 
administration. It is reported that Dr. Goldmann has denounced these proposals 
and has urged that every effort be made on the American scene to discourage the 
American Government from accepting them; that is why Dr. Silver is at present 
in Washington. 

:BRITISH Ym!E PAPER 

With regard to the White Paper issued by the British Government, Mr. 
Neumann stated that according to information he had received, the Jewish Agency 
Executive had issued a statement challenging the evidence submitted by the British 
in this White Paper to indicate the responsibility of the ~ewish A eney for the 
acts of terrorism committed in Palestine and calling on the British to permit 
an examination of this evidence or to indicate in more detail how, •rhen and wh "·· e 
the alleged messages and telegrams had been sent. So far as world opinion is 
concerned, there can be no doubt that these messages had the appe·.~rnnce of 
authenticity and tended to identify the Jewish Agency Executive with the activi­
ties of the Haganah and through that bodytoaminor degree, ,'11th the activities 
of the other two other groups. The White Paper is evidently desi:?icd to pave 
the wa:y for drastic revision of the status quo in respect to the Jewish Agency 
and other vital matters. 
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KING DAVID HOTEL BOMBING 

Dr. Gold.stein stated tha.t he felt that public opinion is of the mind that 

the Zi vnist leader~1ip has not sufficiently indicated its sense of horror at and 

disapproval of the bombing. While the llnergency Council has indicated its ccn­

nemnction of the act, separate and strong statements should be is~ued in the nnre 

of Dr. Silver and of the Zionist Organization of America, respectively. Intl is 

connection, Dr. Goldstein b'rought out the fact that Mr. athan D. Shapiro hac1 nent 

out letters in which he stated that not enough has been done by Zionist leader~:~r 

to disassociate itself from the bombing, and unless something is done about the 

mat t er he and many of his friends will be compelled to sever their connect ions 

with the Zionist movement in America. While Dr. Goldstein did not how ho•.-: serious­

ly this was to be taken, still he felt that it was a good indicati on of how some 

peo~le felt about the matter. 

After a general discussion, the motion was made and carried that the 

Emergency Council issue a statement of condemnation of the bo bing of t1e King 

David Hotel, at the same time emJ..ihasizing the fact that the basic f t.ult in the 

situation lies with the Mandatory power. After the otion had been carried it 

was decided to confer with the Jewish . .\genC:i' before i scuing the statcmunt . 

MOBILIZATION OF PUBLIC OPLJION 

It was decided that an effort would be made to org:"mi.ze a goner;Jl countel'­

offensive against the British among our Christian friends, the American Christian 

Palestine Committee, newspapers, columnists and radio conu:1entators. 

ATTElIDANCE AT PAR! S MEET! UG OF DR. SIL V'.8R 

Mr. Neumann stated that he would convey to Dr. Silver the feeling of many 

members of the Executive Committee that it was necessary that he should attend 

the Paris meeting. 

4eeting adjourned at 5:35 P.M. 

A. L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 96 

AMERICAN ZIONIST :EMERGENCY COUUCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETIUG OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 26, 1946 

• A special meeting of the Exe cu ti ve Committee of the Ameri an Zionist 

• 

Ertergency Council was held Friday, July 26, at 1:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue. 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Emanuel Neumann (presiding), Miss Juliet N. Benjamin, Gedalia Bublick, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Israel Goldstein, Hennan Hollnnder, Rabbi r.-fox Kirshblum, 
Alexander Pekelis, Louis Segal, David Wertheim. 

D~iel Frisch, Sidney Marks, Judge Dernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arnold K. Israeli, I arvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Manson, Ilarr,v L. Shapi . o, 
Abraham Tuvim. 

PROFOSALS OF CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE 

Mr. Shapiro reported that in the course of a conversation he ha d had with 
Dr. Silver the previous evening, Dr. Silver had indicated that it ,-ras his opinion 
the President had accepted the proposals of the Gracey- Commit~ee for the cantoni za­
tion of Palestine. However, this morning, Dr. Silver had informed him that it 
was doubtful if the President had yet done so. Dr. Silver was doinc n. most 
important piece of work ( report on file) in Washington in bringing pressure to 
bear on the ~ircles concerned. 

A tentative statement (on file) was read to tho Committ ee to be published 
with reference to the Grady report; after various revisions had been Made , it was 
decided that, pending further word, it was ready for issuance in ito revised form. 

In the course of the meeting, Mr. Shapiro reported furthe r tha t Dr. Silver 
had made a telephonic request that the revised statement be phoned to him after 
the meeting - he will then, being on the scene, have more infonnation and ~ill 
therefore be in a position to make the necessary suggestions for !my changes to 
be incorporated in the statement, 'lhich is to be issued today. 

Judge Rosenblatt, Dr. Goldstein and Messrs. Neumann and Tuvim r ~)orted on 
various activities being undertaken in an att empt to persuade the American Gofttrn­
ment to disassociate itself from the Grady Cozmnittee report (on file). 

MOBILIZATION OF Al-0!:RIC.AN PUBLIC OPIMION 

In response to a suggestion that another demonstration should be held, 
the opinion was expressed that it would be futile at the present time. While the 
various demonstrations that had been held at Madison Square Garden and at adison 
Square Park and al.so the Veterans I March had been impressive, it would serve no 
useful purpose now to apply those methods. 
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A discussion followed on the nature and effectiveness of action on the 
American political scene. It was also urged that the bombardment of official 
Washington with letters and telegrams would be another means of conveying to the 
American Government the sense of indignation aroused by the Graey Committee 
proposals. 

After a general discussion, it was decided that action be initiated in the 
press and by advertisements as well as by letters and telegrams to the White House 
demanding that the Government repudiate the Grady Committee plan. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M. 

N.F. for 
A.L • 
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CONFIDENTIAL lo. 97 

AMERIO.AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUI'IVE CO · ITTEE 

July 30, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Anerican Zionist 

Emergency Council was held on Tuesday, July 30, at 5: 30 P. 11., at 342 ::adi non 

- Avonue, New York City. 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver (presiding), liss Juliet N. Benjamin, Gedalia 

Bublick, Mrs. Hava Cohen, Israel Goldstein, Mrs. David B. Greenberg. Herman 

Hollander, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Emanuel Neunann, Alexander Pekelis. Judge iorris 

Rothenberg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal. 

M. :Ben Tov, I. B. Berkson, Sinon Federbush, Dani el Fri sch, Siegfried 

Hoofien, Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rooenblatt. 

Amold K. I sreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Hanson, Moshe Perlman, 

Harry L. Shapiro, Joseph P. Sternstein, Abrahnm Tuvim. 

DEVELOPMENTS REGABDI17G GRADY COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

Pending the arrival of Dr. Silver, whose plane had been del~ed, Mr. 

eumann took the Chair and stated that the meeting had been called in order 

to bring the Committee up-to-date on developnonts in • ashington in regard to 

the report of the Grady Comr.1ittee • 

.An interview had been arranged ,.,1th the President the preYious Friday for 

Senators Mead and Wagner and Mr. McDonald, but a hitch resulted in the Pr .sident 

being seen by Senator Mead alone. On Dr. Silver's initiative, a further appoint­

ment was set for the following noming when it was understood that a very frank 

conversation in which Mr. McDonald was the :principal spokesman took place ( report 

on file). 

Dr. Silver had also had a conversation ,-,i th ~r. '.Benj.'.lflin V • Co:i. ... e:;.1 . Others 

had been in touch with Mr. Snyder and Mr. Patterson. Both Senators Taft and 

~Tagner had been in col!lr.lunico.tion d th Dr. Silver an had undertaken to make a 

speech in the Senate in criticism of the Grady report • 

Requests are also being sent out throughout the countrJ for nessa es to 

the White House and to others in ,·rashington, and, undoubtedly, a great many of 

these had been coning in. 

Dr. Silver had al · .. o had a long tall wi h David lUles. 

A delegation of Uew York Congressmen, Jews and non .... Jews, mostly n'Jn-Jews, 

had also seen the President that dey, but the re·oort had indicated that the 

conversation was not a satisfactory one. -

~r. Neumann also referred to a cable which Dr. Silver had received from 

Dr. Wise, indicating that Dr. ,11se understood that Mr. :Byrnes had a reed with 
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Mr. Attlee on the report of the Cabinet Committee and that a joint stat ene t 1v the 

two Governments might be expected the following dey. Ir • .:Teumoon indic '1.tcd tha t 

a meeting of the Cabinet in Washington wou.ld probably give the ma t t er considera­

tion before any statement was issued. 

Dr. Silver arrived at this roint and continued with the repor • There 

had apparently been a good deal .of surprise in the Government circles on th e nature 

of th.e Grady report in view of the fact that it had been contet1plated t h~t the 

Grady Committee would go to London in order to tr-.f to implemen tho Re_pc rt of the 

Anglo-American Committee. It was clear that the Grady report WL'.S a ]ri ti sh 

_product. Dr. Silver went on to refer to the meetings of r~cDonald and oth ers 

with the President and with different members of the Cabinet Comnittee , and also 

reported further on the interview of the Congressmen with the President ( a f ill 

report of Dr. Silver's statet1ent on file). 

Dr. Goldatein then reported on a conversation which he ano. tir. Tuvin i tad 

had rl. t h Government Lehman in Nantucket. This was supplemented by a briof re-port 

by Jud6 e Rosenblatt of certain political contacts which he had made. 

In a further review of the political situation, Dr. Silver stres~eCA. he 

vital importance of unified action on the part of every member of tho Counci l i n 

connection with any political line that might be adopted in relati on t o t h e 

Admini strati on. 

In response to a request whether it would not be possible for him to attend 

the Paris meeting of the Agency Executive, even if only for n. few days, Dr . Silver 

indicated that his mind was not made up, but that he ,rould have to wait nnd see 

what develops in Washington. Dr. Silver also i ndic ted that he would not ,,o to 

Paris except with the clear backing of this group f or the roorganiz nti on o~ the 

movement in the United States under a central authorlty. It was agreed th ·.t the 

representatives of the parties should consult their organizations and b e r eady 

to discuss the matter further the following doy. 

Meeting adjourned at 8: 15 P.M. 

A. L. 
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comDmTTIAL NO. 98 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF FJCECUI'IVE COMMITTEE 

August 1, 1946 

A special meeting of the ]1xecutive Committee of the Amerlean Zionist 
Dnergenoy Council was held on Thursday, August 1, at 11:00 A.I•!., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver (presiding), Miss Juliet N. :Benjrunin, Gedalia 
:Bublick, Mrs. Hava Cohen, Philip Cruso, Mrs. Dnvid :s. Greenberg, Herman Hollander, 
Rabbi Max Ki rshblum, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, 
Louis Segal. 

I. B. Berkson, Daniel Frisch, Milton Handler, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arnold K. Is reeli , Arthur Lourie, Harold P. MDn.son, Moshe Perlman, 
Joseph P. Stemstein, Abraham Tuvim. 

DEVELOPMENTS BEGABDIN'G PROPOSALS OF GRADY COl AITTEB 

Dr. Silver stated that the .Ameri cnn Government had not comrni tted itself to 
the acceptance of the Grady plan after oll, and the Pr sidcnt had recalled the 
Cabinet Committee. There will now be further discussions un~ negotiati0ns. There 
had been a sud.den, al.most miraculous, lo.st minute shift. l'le must carry on with 
our work and the si tuo.tion in Washington must be watchad contim.tous:i.y. It is 
reported that Hr. Attlee had been in touch 1:11 th President Truman that morning 
and that the President is calling a press conference. It is veT'J lilcely that 
the Government will call upon us to present our case within the ne:d week or two. 
It is unfortunate that the ent,.re Zionist Executive is at prcsont in Paris ir.stead 
of being in Washington, an-=. al.though this bo~,. ha.d passed a resolution urginr; that 
the conference be held here, it was ignored. A few members of the Executive 
should return here with some understanding as to what the ~xecutive intends to 
do in the s1 tuation in order that we may take a united position vie-a-vis our 
Government. 

After a general discussion as to what our line ahould no,.., be, Dr. Silver 
summarized by stating that we are all agreed that at pres~nt it is desirable that 
we should press for the hundred thousand and for the recommendR.tion of the Anglo­
American Comnittee that land restrictions be relaxed -- the rem:Jind8'.· of the 
recommend~tions to be stalled off, if possible. Since it is understood that the 
six members of the A."'\glo-American Committee are oeing c.1lled to m1shington for 
discussion, our first step in that direction should be to attempt to persuade 
our friends on the Committee to :press for the hundred thousand .md the rela..."ra.tion 
of land restrictions. If we are unsuccessful in that direction, then we will 
have to face the next stop, namely, negotiations with the Govcrnm0nts (a) either 
under the original Anglo-American Committee Report, trying to retain as much of 
the good that is in it :md elminnting most of the evil, but not com:iitting our­
selves to the proposition that there can never be a Je,·rish state; or (b) to 
discuss the matter of partition. It was Dr. Silver's vie,.-,, ho\·1ever, that in the 
light of the present state of public sentiment discussion of partition would not 
get us much beyond the Ora~ report. 
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In response to a req,1est the Com~ittee was informed that a careful analysis 
of the Grn.dy proposal was being prepared for distribution and \tould be available 
the following day. 

CEl!TRALIZATION OF ZIONIST ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 

With reference to discussions held at previous meetings r er,ardine the lack 
of coordination in political activities· between the Jewish Agency for Palestine in 
America and the American Zionist Emergency Council, the following Resolution was 
proposed by Mr. Neumann: 

RESOLVED that experience has demonstra.t u1 the ur::;en t nccessi ty of complete 
coordination and centralization of Zionist 110J.i -=:. ic ·,1 activity in this countr:t- and 
the serious clangers inherent in the present d:tvi~ion of authority between two 
bodies concerned with political work, It is thm."'efo re the considered ,iud.gme 1t 

of the Executive Committee that steps be taken \'Ii thont delay to brin , about :-t 

merger of the Comr.iittee of Eight and the .Arne1~can Zionist :Emergency Cotmcil in 
one central body composed of the resident members of the Jewish Agency ond r epre­
sentatives of the major American Zionist organizations; the cohsolidation of the 
staffs not, under separate direction and placing all officials nnd their activities 
under a unified and centralized direction. 

It is tentatively suggested that the new central boey shall be kn.O\·m as 
the Central Council for Zionist Affairs. American Zionists as well us represent : ­
tives of world Zionism will .channelize their activities in A.~erico through thi 
central .body. 

This envisages the continued existence in this count~J of a branch office 
of the Jeui sh Agency nnd the functioning of the Jewish Agency in Ameri en. whenever 
and whorever it is deemed advisable. Ho\'1ever, the supervisory ond di.rective 
functions hitherto vested in the Committee of Eight shall be vested in the new 
central body which shall be so empowered ant recoc,ni zed by the World E...-cc 1ti ve 
of the Jewish Aeency ro1d the technical functioning of the branch office of the 
Jewish Agency will 'be closely integrated with the administrative frame\·1ork of 
,the Central Oou.."lcil. 

The Chairman of the Executive Comrnittee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council is authorized and requested to bring this Resolution officially to the 
notice of its four constituent orgmi.zations ana to the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for consideration and to take such further ste1)s as may be nececsary to 
promote a reorganization along these lines at the eurliest possible mo□cnt. 

Mrs. Greenberg felt that a Resolution of the 1-:ind nut forward by Hr. Neumann 
which .proposed a definite structure for a cont ernplat ed 11E1;, or{:;nnization , sho·1ld 
not be adopted in the absence of a Jewish Agency rep re sen tati ve to p resent thoi r 
side of the case; she therefore moved a substitute Resolution \hi ch would ei vo 
wider latitude for change, as follows: 

.RESOLVED that in view of the present crisis in Jewish and Zionist lifo and 
the nec~ssity for avoiding duplication of effort and overlapr ing activities in 
the all-out political effort on the American scene, the American Zionint Energency 
Council calls upon the Executive of the World Zionist Organization meeting in 
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Paris to r&-examine the structures for political action in America and, together 
with the American Zionist Emergency Council, find w~s and means of integrating 
existing bodies for action to achieve complete coord.ination nnd cooperation among 
them at the earliest possible moment. 

On a vote on Mrs. Greenberg's substitute c3InencL".1ent, five voted for and 
five against . The Chai nnan then put Mr. eurnanl"'- ' s Resolution to the meeting 
and, on a further tie, cast his vote in favor of the Resolution which was 
accordingly passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 2: 30 P. '-• 
• 

A.L. 
, . 
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CONJ'IDENTI.AL NO. 99 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGniCY COUMCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDC'OTIVE COMt~TTEE 

August 7, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zioni?t 
Emergency Council was held on Wednesda_y, August 7, at 4:00 P.M., at 1720 - 16th 
Street, N. ·r., Washington, D. C. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Hrs. Hava Cohen, 
Philip Cru.so, Mrs. :Benjamin Gottesman, Rabbi i,1ax Kirshblum, Emanuel Neuraann, 
Alexander Pekelis, Urs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal, Jacques Torczyner. 

I. :B. :Berkson, Maurice :Bisgyer, Jacob Dostrovsky, Simon Federbush, 
Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Richard Gilbert, Nahum Goldmann, Isadore Hamlin, l ilton 
Handler, Judge Sidney Herold, Leo Kohn, Leo Sack, Hy Schulson, Mrs. Raphael 
Tourover, Yona Yanai. 

:Benjamin Akzin, Amold K. Isreeli, Arth,1r Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Harry L. Shapiro, Joseph P. Stemstein, Abraham Tuvim; Tuvia Arazi, Eliahu E-.:.>stein. 

BEPO:aT OF DEVELOPMENTS ON WASHINGTON SCENE 

In opening the meeting Dr. Silver said that he had felt it desirable to 
call the Executive Oommi ttee together in Washington in order to receive a report 
on what had been happening there during these eventful deys n.nd also to hear from 
Dr. Goldmann who had just returned from Paris l'rhere he had attended the sessions 
of the Executive of the Jewish Agency. Dr. Goldmann was del~ed, but would be 
present later. 

Mr. Tuvim, Ur. Manson, Mr. Neumann and Mr. Lourie reported on :political 
contacts and developments in Washington during the last few days (re:pori. un file)• 

Following further reports on action in regard to the threatened deyortation 
of Jewish refugees now arriving in considerable numbers in Haifa, a discussion 
took place on the :possibility of the Palestine issue coming before the United 
Nations. A reference was made to the article that appeared the :previous dq by 
Sumter Welles and which contained an excellent analysis of the problem, but 'tilich 
urged that the most hopeful wa:, of solving it was by placing it before the United 
Nations. In the course of the discussion, however, the danger was stressed that 
the matter might go on for years before the United Nations until a decisio~ was 
reached. The United Nations is divided into four blocs; the Rus~ian bloc - with 
whom nothing much could be done at present; the ~ritish bloc; the Arab bloc -
which could be regarded either as part of the :British :Empire or separately; and 
the American bloc -- America and the Latin American Republics. Our only chance 
lq in a friendly representation at least on the pa.rt of the .American bloc, and 
it was t:ti~refore urged that we should ta.ke stepe to secure the help of prominent 
counsel - 1ntemational lawyers who should begin to work up and document a case 
for the purpose of presentation, not to the United Nations as a whole, but to the 
American representatives in the United Nations. 

' 
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Dr. Silver concluded the discussion by stating that his feeling had always 
been that the wider we extend the area of interest in our cause, the stronger 
will become our position. Up to a year ago, we had felt that our entire snlvati or. 
lay exclusively with the :British and that line had failed. During the last fe·,., 
years we have tried to make an effort to bring America more effectively into the 
picture, but our destiny was not entirely wrapped up with Great Brit~in and the 
United States. It was a world problem and would ultimately have to find o. world 
solution. In building up greater strength on the ,-,orld stage, it was necessary 
for us to secure a positive attitude on the part of the United St ates and also to 
get a substantial number of the small ctates of South America and other parts of 
the world to give us their support. 

PARIS BESOLUTIOM 

Dr. Silver then welcomed Judge Herold of Louisiana to the meeting, and pending 
the arrival. of D~. Goldmann, reported on the me~ting of the Agency Executive as 
conveyed to him by Dr. Goldmann the previous evening. .A.. Renolution, part of which 
had been made public and part of which had been .-:ept for internal action which was 
adopted at that meeting, t-ras read by Dr. Silver who stated that of the members of 
the Executive present, ten had voted in favor, one against and two had abstained. 
Dr. Silver indicated that it was not clear from the text that what ,ras r:ieant was 
that the Executive was prepared to discuss a proposal for partition, should such 
a proposal be made, or whether it meant that Dr. Goldmann should go to the State 
Department or to the Government with the proposal and s~r "this is what the Agency 
wants. n He believed that the latter would be tactically inadvisable. 

Dr. Goldmann, having arrived, he proceeded to supplement Dr. Silver's report. 
The Resolution had been the result of a lengthy debate over two nn.d on0--half 
da_,vs. It was concurred in b r all three members of the Uzrachi and was a tragic 
decision taken in what was regarded as a desperate situation. r. Shmoralc, who 
had been the sole member of the Executive to vote against the Resolution, indicated 
that he would prefer to negotiate on the basis of the Grady report rather than to 
support the division of Palestine into two separate states. In addition to the 
members of the Executive, there were present at the meeting the fo11o\·ring non­
members: Mrs. Gellman, Ha.vim f.Jreenberg, Mr. Kirschner of South Afric,1., Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin and Mrs. Epstein. Of these all except D~. Goldstei_ had 
voted in favor of the Resolution, Dr. Goldstein indico.ting that, as u rep r esentative 
of the z.o.A. which had gone on record a.go.inst partition, he was unable to supPort 
the Resolution. . 

Dr. Goldmann was asked whether this was to be conveyed to the Governnent. 
He replied "certainly," and that was the reuson why he was sent to Washington. 
In answer to the ~uestion as to who decides when the time is ripe, Dr. Goldmann 
replied "eveeybody. 11 He further defined the instructions of the Executive as 
being that we should inform the Government of the United Sto.tes that the Grady 
proposal is no basis for discussion, and when being asked "what is your }Jroposal? 11 
the answer is "partition." 

Dr. Goldmann also reported that it had been decided to call an international 
conference along the lines of last year's London Conference, towards the end of 
August. In addition, it was hoped to call the Congress earlier than at present 
arranged - probably in November. 

He then proceeded to review the political situation in London and the bal ,!llce 
of forces within the Cabinet on the Zionist issue. He also reviewed the si tuat:ton 
as it had developed in Palestine. The pQ'ChologicaJ. reaction to the incidents of 
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June 29 had been terrific and Jews had come to feel that the continuation of 
:British rule in Palestine ,-,as intolerable. At the same time, it was clear from the 
'beginning that no military action was possible. Resistance by the Haganah woPld 
have meant destruction a! the ilshuv. He said tha.t a stalemate had now developed 
between the British and the American points of view on Palestine and that if we 
failed to break through that situation, either the British would adhere to the 
Gragy plan and the American Govemment would give in, or else the American GoYem­
ment would, for pethaps the next six months, step out of the picture. He referred 
in this connection to a conversation which had taken place in Paris with r. Byrnes. 

In London the Agency had received a written invitation from the Government 
for discussions on the Palestine issue and a second letter with regard to the early 
arrival of some eight thousand illegal refugees which, according to i-!r. Hall, the 
Colonial Secretary, was creating an unbearable situation. The Colonial Secretary 
indicated that he expected the Agency, at least until the end of the conference, 
to put a stop to this immigration. In reply to the invitation to the conference, 
the Government was informed that the report of the Cabinet Committee did not 
constitute a basis for discussion; moreover, that the Agency could not attend 
such a conference as long as their leaders were under arrest • . So fur as illegal 
immigration was concerned, the Agency was not organizing the illegal immigration 
and had no responsibility in the matter. Furthennore, it was our vie\•r th r..t every 
Jew had a right to come to Palestine and the Agency would certainly do nothing to 
discourage immigration. 

The meeting of the Executive in Paris would probably last another ten days. 
There were important organizational and other matters still to be con3idered. 

A discussion followed on tho action to be taken here ,d th reference to the 
Resolution of the Jewish Agency Executive. It was tho view of several of those 
present that no action should be taken here to put forward the partition :proposals. 
The opinion was also expressed the,t it would be desirable to infol'!n our Adminis­
tration of the Paris Resolution as a basis for negotiations. 

Dr. Silver concluded the discussion by suggesting that it might be possible 
to come to an agreement without bi ting into the real issue at the moment. He was 
prepared to pay a large price for a real Jewish State in Palestine, but he did not 
think that we could get it at this time. Consequently, he would personally f avor 
any scheme which would allow us to build up additional strength in Palestine 
towards such a time as we would be prepared to make final decisions. FollO\·dng 
that vecy line, he had felt our first effort with our friends in Washi ngton should 
be to press for the implementation of the short-range recommendations in the 
Report -- the 100,000 additional immigration, removal of land restrictions and 
to seek to carry on until we emerged from the terrible situation in which we found 
ourselves at the moment, in which all the cards seemed to be stacked against us • 

At the same time, Dr. Silver continued, there was a l'forld Zioniot Executive 
which, while it dicl not have plenary powers, had boen entrusted b~" the movement 
with some responsibility. This body met in Paris and deliberated very earnestly 
on this subject. He was sure all the arguments which we ore likely to mak e here 
were made there. And they came to the conclusion, includtng our own .American 
representatives there from all parties, members of this Emergency Council, that, 
as he interpreted the Resolution, the idea of partition is not excluded from con­
sideration as a possible solution of the problem. Their action wns a radical 
departure nor was it similar to what took place at the Zionist Congress in 1937. 
There the Zionist Congress was confronted by a proposal for partition on the part 
of the !ritish Government, and the Congress was divided as to ,mether they should 
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consider it or not. And after a long fight, the Congress decided that we should 
take that as a basis for discussion, and not reject it. 

At the moment, we are faced with no proposal for partition at all, and it 
was not very clear why this Resolution was adopted al together at t his j 1.L"lcture. 
He interpreted the Resolution to mean that if, as a result of negoti~ti onn now 
going on, such a proposal will emerge to us, that we will not out-of-hand reject 
it, but, on the contrary, the Executive is prepared to discuss a p roposaJ. for the 
establishment of a viable Jewish State in an adequate portion of Palestir..e. If 
hin reasoning was correct, then we do not have to fight about it. ife p r ess for 
that for which we have been pressing all along. If there comes to us a proposal 
for p artition, we ~rill sit down with those people and discuss it, and if the 
proposal is satisfactory, we will tako tho proposal back to the Executive or to 
another competent body for action. This is not n. mandate to Dr. Goldmann or to 
Dr. Silver or to the Council to go to the Presi ccnt of the United States or to 
Mr. Acheson or to anybody else ancl. say that the Jewish Agency E:~ecutive is in 
favor of partition and we ,,,•ant to press for it. 

This is the wa:y he would interpret the statement. Now, if t his line of 
reasoning is a correct one, and he could not say that it was because he was not 
in Paris - that was what Dr. Goldmann would have tell us -- if that was correct, 
then we lJere all in agreement and we should wait and see what develops from thes e 
negotiations. If a proposal emanates Dr. Goldmann or he would be called in and 
asked ,,;hether we are prepared to consider the proposal of :partition. 

Dr. Goldmann said that he thought this summation of the si tua.tion at the 
moment was correct. We will ha.ve to wait and see what the Commi tt ce of nine 
will decide. The Committee had not yet finished. When they decide, at that 
time we m~ be called in and asked: "The Government wtlllt s to help you. t~:iat 
do you suggest that we do?" and therefore the situation at this moment, as 
Dr. Silver had summed it up, was correct for the situation as it p resents itself. 
It mcy- change in a dey or two, or mEcy"be a week or two when the Cabinet Cammi ttee 
will decide and when the President will be ready to make up his mind, and so on. 

He would be in contact with the Executive anyhow and would convey to them 
the summing up of Dr. Silver and, if necessary, the Exccuti vo ,·rould decide what 
would have to be done. He ha.d at once cabled to . Dr. Sil vor when it was decided 
that he come here, that they moot in Mew York and Washington, and, naturally, 
everybody was interested to maintain as large a \Ulited front as possible. 

At this moment he did not think that there is any need for a divergence 
of opinion because we have to wait for the first stage of discussi ons. 

The Executive reserves the ri~t to negotiate with all Governments includirg 
the American, but naturally the Executive would negotiate jointly 1·d th a member 
of the Council. In answer to a question, Dr. Goldmann added that no approaches 
were being made to the Government in London. 

Dr. Silver concluded by seying that the statements that he had made and 
that Dr. Goldmann had made were both in agreement. In response to a suggeotion 
that a small committee be appointed to take steps in accordance with the position 
now adopted by the body, Dr. Silver indicated that the Executive Committee won.ld 
be on call at a. few hours I notice, and if members could remain in Washington, so 
much the better. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.H. 
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CONFIDENT I.AL NO• 99 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUMCIL 

M!NUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMHITTEE 

August 7, 1946 

A special meeting of the F.xecutive Committee of the American Zioni~t 
Emergency Council was held on wea.nes~, August 7, at 4:00 P.H., at 1720 - 16th 
Street, N. ·!., Washington, D. C. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), GedaJ.ia Bublick, Mrs. Rava Cohen, 
Philip Cruso, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, Rabbi Uax Kirshblum, Emanuel Neumann, 
Alexander Pekelis, vtrs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal, Jacques Torczyner. 

I. B. Berkson, Maurice Bisgyer, Jacob Dostrovsky, Simon Federbush, 
Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Richard Gilbert, Nahum Goldmann, Isadore Hamlin, liilton 
Handler, Judge Sidney Herold, Leo Kohn, Leo Sack, Hy Schul son, Mrs. Raphael 
Tourover, Yona Yanai. 

l3enjamin Akzin, Amold K. Isreeli, Arth,!r Lourie, Harold P. Hanson, 
Har:cy L. Shapiro, Joseph P. Sternstein, Abraham Tu.vim; Tuvia Arazi, Eli Dhu Epstein. 

REPORT OF DEVELOPMENTS ON W.ASmNGTON SCENE 

In opening the meeting Dr. Silver said that he had felt it desirable to 
call the Executive Comm! ttee together in Uashington in order to receive a r ·_ ort 
on what had been happening there during these eventful dcys nnd also to hear from 
Dr. Goldmann who had just returned from Parle w 1ere he had attended the sessi ons 
of the Executive of the Jewish Agency. D1·• Goldmann was delayed, but would be 
preaent later. 

Mr. Tuvim, Hr. Manson, Mr. Neumann and ? r. Lourie reported on poll ticnl 
contacts and developments in Washington during the last few days (report on file). 

Following further reports on action in regard to the threatened deyortation 
of Je•1ish refugees now arriving in considerable numbers in Haifa, a discussion 
took place on the possibility of the Palestine issue coming before the United 
Mations. A reference was made to the article that appeared the :previous day by 
Sunmer Welles and which contained an excellent analysis of the problem, but which 
urged that the most hopeful wey of solving 1 t was by placing it before the United 
Nations. In the course of the discussion, however, the denger was stressed that 
the matter might go on for years before the United Nations until a decision was 
reached. The United Nations is divided into four blocs; the Rusr.ian bloc - with 
whom nothing much could be done at present; the British bloc; the Arab bloc -
which could be regarded either ao part of the British En:pire or separately; and 
the American bloc -- America and the Latin American Republics. Our only chance 
1~ in a friendly representation at least on the part of the American bloc, and 
it was t~~refore urged that we should take stepa to secure the help of prominent 
counsel - international lawyers who should begin to work up and document a case 
for the purpose of presentation, not to the United Nations as a whole, but to the 
.American representatives in the United Nations. 
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Dr. Silver concluded the discussion by stating that his feeling h ad always 
been that the wider we extend the area of interest in our cause, t ha stronger 
will become our position. Up to a year ago, we had felt thnt our entire snlv~tion 
lay exclusively with the :British and that line had failed. Dur ing the las t f ew 
years we have tried to make an effort to bring America more effecti vcly into t he 
picture, but our destiny was not entirely wrapped up with Great Brito.i n and t he 
United States. It was a world problem and would ultimately have to find a world 
solution" In building up greater strength on the ·rorld stage, it \·ras necessary 
for us to secure a positive attitude on the part of the United St ntes and ~lso to 
get a substantial number of the small states of South America and other parts of 
the world to give us their support. 

PARIS P.ES0LUTI0N 

Dr. Silver then welcomed Judge Herold of Louisiana to the me eting, ana. :pending 
the arrival Of Dr. Goldmann, reported on the meGting of the Agency· Executivu as 
conveyed to him by Dr. Goldmann the previous evening. ...\ Renoluti on, pa r t of which 
had been made public and part of which had been kept for internal action which was 
adopted at that meeting, uas read by Dr. Silver who stated that of t he memb Prs of 
the Executi 'Ve present, ten had voted in fa:vor, one ageinst and two hc.d. abstained. 
Dr. Silver indicated that it was not clear from the text the.t v.hat uas :-.1eu.rit was 
that the Executive was prepared to discuss a proposal for partition, should such 
a proposal be made, or whether it meant that Dr. Goldmrum should go to the State 
Department or to the Govemmont with the proposal and s ay "this is what t l·e Agency 
wants. n He believed that the latter would be tactically inv.d.visable. 

Dr. Goldmann, having arrived, he proceeded to supplement Dr. Silver' ~ report. 
The Resolution had been the result of a lengthy debate over t,._ro :-m.d one>-.11al.f 
dBt,vs. It was concurred. in by· all three members of the ~iizrachi and was a tragic 
decision taken in what was regarded as a desperate si tuati on. Mr. Shmord c, who 
had been the sole member of the Executive to vote against t he Resolu ion, indicated 
that he would prefer to negotiate on the basis of the Grady report rather than to 
SUPi)Ort the division of Palestine into two separate states. In ada.i tion to the 
members of the Executive, there were present at the meeting the f ol l o\·dng non­
members: Mrs. Gellman, Hcyim Greenberg, r. Kirschner of South Africa, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs. }{alprin and Mrs. Epstein. Of these all except Di ... Gold~tein had 
voted in favor of the Resolution, Dr. <roldstein indicD.ting that, '"'S o, rep resentative 
of the Z6o.A. which had gone on record against partition, he was unable to support 
the ReGolution. 

Dr. Goldmann was asked whether this was to be conveyed t o the Gove rnnent. 
He replied "certainly, 11 and that was the reason why he was sent to ·t:t"'hington. 
In answer to the q_uestion a.s to who decides when the time is ripe, Dr. Gol .. :.mn 
replied "everybody." He further defined t h e instructions of the Executive as 
being that we should inform the Government of the United States th a t the Gr.:...dy 
proposal is no basis for discussion, and when being asked "whnt is ·rour p roposal?" 
the answer 1 s "partition." 

Dr. Goldmann nlso reported that it had been decided to call an international 
confe rence along the lines of last year's London Conference, towards the end of 
August. In addition, it was hoped to coll the Congress earlier than at present 
arranged - probably in November. 

He then proceeded to review the poli ticaJ. situation in London and the balance 
of forces within the Cabinet on the Zionist issue. He also reviewed the ~ituation 
as it had developed in Palestine. The p&7ahologicaJ. reaction to the incidents of 
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June 29 had been terrific and Jews had come to feel that the continu~.tion of 
British rule in Palestine ,-,as intolerable. At the same time, it was clea.r f r om the 
begin!ling that no mili ta:cy action "as poss! ble. Resistance by the li~;,:anah i·1ould 
have mennt destruction of the ilshuv. He said that a stalemate had no,·r dcY0loped 
bct,-,een the British and the .American points of vie,, on Palestine and that i f we 
failed to break through that situation, either the British would adhere to t he 
Grady plan and the American Government would give in, or else the Amcric c.'n Govern­
ment would, for pemaps the next six months, step out of the picture. He referred 
in this connection to a conversation which had taken place in Paris wi tJ ·r. Byrnes. 

In London the Agency had received a written invitation from the Government 
for discussions on the Palestine issue and a second letter with regard to the early 
arrival of some eight thousand ille6al refugees which, according to r-!r. Hall, the 
Colonial Secretary, was creating an unbearable situation. The Colonial S cretary 
indicated that he expected the Agenc:r, at least ,ntil the end of the conference, 
to put a stop to this immigration. In reply to the invitation to the conference, 
the Government was informed. that the report of t l e Cabj_net Commi ttce did not 
constitute a ba sis for discussion; moreover, thnt the Agency could not attend 
such a conference as long as their leaders were under arrest. So fur as illegal 
immigration was concerned, the Agency was not ore;anizing the ille~vl immigrati on 
and had no responsibility in the matter. Furthe1,nore, it was ou.r vie,-, th~.t e .. ,,3cy 

Jew had a right to come to Palestine and the Agency would certainlJr do nothine to 
discourage immigration. 

The meeting of the Executive in Paris would probably last another ten days. 

There were important organizational and other matters Gtill to be con3idercd. 

A discussion followed on the action to be taken here with refe rence to th o 
Resolution of the Jewish Agency Executive. It was th o vim-1 of sever al of those 
present that no action should be taken here to put forward the partition pro ost:..l c . 
The opinion was also expressed the.t it would be desirable to infoi,n our Adminis­
tration of the Paris Resolution as a basis for negotiations. 

Dr. Silver concluded the discussion by suggesting that it miGht be possible 
to come to an agreement without biting into the real issue at the moment. He was 
prepared to pay a large price for a real Jewish State in Palestine, but he did not 
think that we could get it at this time. Consequently, he -,ould personally favor 
any scheme which would allow us to build up additional strength in Palcztine 
towards such ·a time a s we would be prepared to make final decisions. Fol1o\/ing 
that very line, he had felt our first effort with our friends in Wnsh'.n ,.,.ton should 
be to press for the implementati on of the short-range recommendations in t e 
Report - the 100,000 additional immigration, removru. of land restrictions and 
to seek to carry on until we emerged from the terrible si tu?.tion in which we found 
ourselves at the moment, in which oll the cards seer. ed to be stac red against u3 • 

At the same time, Dr. Silver continued, there ,-,as a l'lorld Zionist Executive 
which, while 1 t did not have plenary powers, had been entrusted by the movement 
with some responsibility. This body met in Paris and deliberated very earnestly 
on this subject. He was sure all the arguments which we ore likely to ma.1-.:e here 
were made there. And they came to the conclusion, including our ot·m .American 
representatives there from all parties, members of this Emergency Council, that, 
as he interpreted the Resolution, the idea of partition is not excluded from con­
sider~tion as a possible solution of the problem. Their action was a radical 
departure nor was it similar to what took place at the Zionist Concress in 1937. 
There the Zionist Congress was confronted by a proposal for partition on the part 
of the :British Government, and the Congress was divided as to whether they should 
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consider it or not. And after a long fight, the Congress decided that we cilould 
t ake that as a basis for discussion, and not reject it. 

At the moment, we are faced with no proposal for partition at all, and it 
was not very clear why this Resolution was adopted altogether at t hi s junctur e. 
He in+,erpreted the Resolution to mean that if, as a result of negoti? tions now 
goine on~ such a :pro:posal will emerge to us, that we will not out-of-hand reject 
it, bu.t, on the contrary, the Executive is prepared to discuss a l)roposal for the 
establishment of a viable Jewish State in an adequate portion of Palestine. If 
hin reasoning was correct, then we o.o not have to fight about it. i·Te pres s for 
that for which we have been pressing all along. If there comes to ns a. :p r•yposal 
for :p artition, we will sit down with those people and discuss it, anc if the 
proposal is satisfactory, we will tako tho proposal back to the Executive or to 
another competent body for action. This is net n. mand.'),te to Dr. Goldmann or to 
Dr. Silver or to the Council to go to the President of the United States or to 
Mr. Acheson or to anybody else ancl. say that the Jewish }.gency E:rncutive is in 
favor of partition and we want to press for it. 

This is the way he would interpret the statement. Now, if this line of 
reasoning i a a correct one, and he could not say that it was because he was not 
in Paris - that was what Dr. Goldmann would have tell us -- if that ,-,as correct, 
then we were al 1 in agreement and we should. wait and see what develops from these 
negotiations. If a proposal emanates Dr. Gold.m:mn or he would be called in and 
asked whether we ar~ prepared to consider the proposal of partition. 

Dr. Goldmann sa.id that he thought this summation of the si tun.ti on at the 
moment was correct. We will ha.ve to i,•rai t vnd see what the Oommi t t ce of nine 
will decide. The Committee had not yet finished. W'nen they decide, at that 
time we ma.v be called in and asked: "The Gove rnment wo.nts to help :t"ou. What 
do you suggest that we do?" and therefore the situation at this moment, as 
Dr. Silver had summed it up, was correct for the situation as it presents itself. 
It may change in a d~ or two, or m~be ·a week or two when the Cabinet Committee 
will decide and when the President will be ready to make up his mind, and so on. 

He would be in contact with the Executive anyhow and would convey to th em 
the stumning up of Dr. Silver and, if necessary, the Exocuti vo 1-1ould decide what 
would have to be done. He had at once cabled to . Dr. Sil vor when it \•ms decided 
that he come here, that they moot in Mow York and Washington, and, naturally, 
everybody ,-,as interested to maintain as large a united front as possible. 

At this moment he did not think that there is any need for a divergence 
of opinion because we have to wait for the first stage of discussi ons. 

The Executive reserves the ri~t to negotiate ".ri th all Governments includi~ 
the American, but naturally the Executive \lould negotiate jointly ui th a member 
of the Council. In answer to a questi on, Dr. Goldmann added that no approaches 
were being made to the Government in London. 

Dr. Silver concluded by saying that the statements that he had made and 
that Dr. Goldmann had made were both in agreement. In response to a suggcntion 
that a small committee be appointed to take steps in aocord:-nce with the position 
now adopted by the body, Dr. Silver indicnted that the Executive Committee would 
be on call at a few hours I notice, and if members could i .. emain in Washington, so 
much the better. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.H. 

A.L • 

• 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 100 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINU':'ES OF MEETING OF EXECUTI~ COMHITTEE 

August 26, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Mondey, August 26, at 4:00 P. M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedrlia Bublick, Philip Cruse, 
Mrs. Samuel ·T. Halprin, Hennan Hollander, Rab"ni i.·Iax Kirshblum, Mrs. A. P. 
Schoeman, Mrs. Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

I. B. :Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Daniel Frisch, Yale Goldberg, Rabbi 
Irving Hiller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Leo Sack, Abraham Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Israeli, Harold P. Manson, 
Moshe Perlmann, Harry L. Shapiro, Joseph P. Stern.stein, Abraham Tuvim; 
Eliahu Epstein. 

PURPOSE OF HEETING 

Dr. Silver stated that the meeting had been called for the purpose of dis­
cussing several items \dlich required action, and that a discussion of the entire 
poli ticcl. situation would be held this evening at the plenarJ meeting of the 
Emergency Council. 

MEETINGS ON AUGUST 31, 1946 

Judge Rosenblatt stated that while the original plan called for meetings 
on a national scale, it was, a:fter discussion with Messrs. Shapiro and Tuvim, not 
found to be very practicable, and, therefore, it \'ras decided to keep them on a 
local level. August 31 is the anniversary of the request made by President Truman 
fo~ the admission of the 100,000 and the meetings will emphasize the obligations 
of the .American Government in persuading the British to accede to its request. 
The record of the Admini stra.tion will be reviewed and we will bring to the 
attention of the American people the need for the Administration to ca:rr-J through 
the policies to which it is committed . 

Ir. Tuvim reported that at present there are apnroximately thirty meetings 
set up to take place in various cities. The follo~dng directive has been sent 
by the Council to the Committees in these cities: 

11 B3CEUT DEVELOPI-1ENTS IlU>I C.ATED BY PRESS REPORTS MAKE IT IiilPER TIVE THAT 
ADiUNISTRATION BE BROUGHT BACK TO A REALIZATION OF ITS RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR lWNTAINING AMERIO.AN POLICY TO't·TABD PALESTINE AS ESTA13LISHED BY 
COUGRESS RESOLUTION' POSITIVE RECOl 1'.ENDATIO rs OF ANGLO-AMEBICAN co·J;... 
MITTEE OF IN.QUIRY AS PUBLICLY APPROVim BY THE PRESIDENT AND SUBSE~'UmTT 
STATDJ!ENTS OF PRESIDENT RE 100,000. 
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"PRESENT INCLINATION TO LEAVE SOLUTION OF PALESTINE PR013LEM IN HAlIDS 
OF TEE BRITISH INIMICAL TO OUR BEST INTERESTS lu-W AT VABIAMCE fiTH 
.Ai\tERIC.AM POLICY. THESE THINGS SHOULD BE PO IllTED OUT AT YOUR MIDETL~G 
OM AUGUST 31. MATERIAL :BEING SEi'1T YOU TO BRIEF YOUR SPFJ\KERS. 
PLEASE DO ~L YOU CAN nisURE SUCCESSFUL HEETING AND IMPF.ESS UP0l: 
DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL LEADERS THAT ·JE CONTI:bTUE TO LOOK . TO THEl-1 FOR 
ntPLEMENTATION OF THEIR SPOlrnif .Alm WPJ:TTEri PLEDGES WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO PLAMK ON PALESTINE IN DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATro:ru-1. 11 

It was decided, should money be available, that it ,,:ould be advisable to 
publicize the meetings and to place a very impressive statement in a fe\·1 of the 
ver-J" important newspapers. 

In response to a question, Dr. Silver st ated that it is very likely that 
we mEzy hold a press conference, but that we will be in a better position to decide 
upon 1 t after this evening's meeting. 

EIGHTEEN' CONDn.ilraD YOUTHS IN P .ALESTilJE 

Dr. Silver stated that he had received a cable from the parents of the 
eighteen condemned youths in which he was requested to exert aJ.l his efforts in 
seeing that the execution sentences are not carried out. 

An effort was made to find out in what way we could be helpful. In view 
of that fact that there were many Jewish delegations going 'to Wa shington regarding 
the matte:~, 1 t ~as Judge Rifkind' s advice that a telegram to the President signed 
by prominent people would be more effective. Accordingly, the follo\rring vii re, 
signed by Manchester :Boady, Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Prof. Albert Einstein, 
Dr. Alvin s. Johnson, Herbert H. Lehman, Dr. Francis E. i,tcMohon, Hen~J ",fons_cy, 
Senator Francis J. Myers, Judge Samuel Rifkind, Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, David I. Walsh, Senator Robert F. iagner and Dr. Daniel Poling, 
was sent to the President on August 23: 

"WE HA.VE NOTED WITH DEEP .AP~REHENSI0N THE DEATH SENTENCES IMPOSED 
UPOP' . YOUTHS IN PALESTINE BY A BRITISH MILITARY COURT FOR M ATTACK 
ON THE HAIFA RAILWAY WORKSHOPS ON JOHE 17TH. THE MILITARY MEl i1H0 
ACTED AS JUDGES IN THIS CA.SE mmoUBTEDLY IMTIDIDED TO ESTABLISH 
PRECEDENT :SY DEMONSTRATil G TO THE JEt·TS OF PALESTI?TE THAT ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE i'IOULD l3E PIDUSHED :BY I,tAXIMUM PEU.UsTIES. WE ARE CONVINCED 
THA1I' THE BEASOMIFG OF THE COURT IS MIST_i\XEN 1'llD THAT, RA.TEER THAU 
ACT AS A DETERRENT TO i1HE USJ OF FORCE, THE EXECUTI ON OF THE DEATH 
PENALTY IN THE CASE OF THE 18 CONDE iNED YOUTHS WILL ACCENTUATE 
STRIF'.!!J :BE!i'WEllT :BRIT0MS ~ID JEWS IN THE HOLY LAlTD. 1'1:] DO I0T SEE 
AU ElID TO VIOLEtHJE IN P.ALESTIHE IN THE DEA.TH OF 18 Y0UUG MEl:T WHO 
HAVE l3EEli DRIVEN TO ACTS OF DESl'ERATI0M • WE S~ RATHER THE SEEDS 
OF NE1·T COl!FLICTS Alm NEW TENSIONS THAT WILL PRODUCE AN ETI.ll MORE 
EXPLOSIVE SITUATIOU. THE EXECUTIO OF THESE Y0t"THS WOULD Ii SURE 
THEIR 1-IARTYRDOM AND THEIR MARTYPJ)()I-f WOULD RESULT IU IliC:REASED 
VIOLENCE. FOR THES:S R:EASONS Alffi IM THE INTEREST OF THE RESTO~ 
TION OF PEACE AlID TPJU1Q,UILITY TO A TROUBLED WORLD WE URG3 YOU, 
im. PRESIDENT, TO USE YOUR GOOD OFFICES TO :BRING ABOUT THE C0M­
MUTATI O OF THESE DFATH SENTEl;CES. ifE :BELIEVE THAT 'f.E V0IC,.!J THE 
SENTIMENTS OF TID1 MAJORITY OF AMERICAMS IU MAKING THIS REQ,UEST • 
PEA.CE WILL COME TO ALESTINE, NOT :BY THE EAECUTION OF SUCII YOUTHS, 
:BUT :BY THE D.fOVAL OF THE INJUSTICES WHICH ARE CAUSING STRIFE IN 
THE HOLY LAND." 
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Mention was made of the fact that Had.assah and Mizrachi, who had al.so 
received cables from the parents of the condemned youth, are ,'Ii ring Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt and the British High Commissioner, respectively. 

APPLICATION OF UNITED ZIONISTS-BEVISIONISTS OF AMERICA 

A letter, dated August l, from the United Zionists-Revisionists of America 
and addressed to Dr. Silver, was read (on file). It contained the request that 
inasmuch as the United Zionists-Revisionists of America is a -part of the World 
Zionist Organization and had :particip!.ted in the elections to the 22nd 1'1orld 
Zionist Congress, it be appropriately represented on the Emergency Council. 

After a general discussion~ it was decided to advise the United Zionist9-
Revis1onists of America that, in aocordance with the By-Laws of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council, two weeks 1 notice must be given to present membership 
prior to accepting or rejecting the application and that the request will be 
acted upon at a meeting to be held two weeks from this date. 

MRS. HERMAN SHULMAM 

Dr. Silver welcomed .-!rs. ShUl.man who has just returned from a visit in 
Palestine. Mrs. Shulman felt that it was a tremendous experience to have bean 
in Palestine and she was quite enthused about the morale of the Yi shuv. The 
young people in the frontier places are doing a heroic job in holding the front 
and are, at the same time, accomplishing the necessary daily work in advancing 
the progress of the Yishuv. Mrs. Shulman was ~ther of the opinion that a fair 
partition proposal, encompassing a Jetd sh State, would be mo st heartily accepted 
by all the Yishuv. 

POLITIC_i\L SITUATION 

In response to a question, Dr. Silver stated that rather than discuss the 
political situation at this meeting, it would be advisable to wait until this 
evening when we will recoi ve a report on what has taken pla,ce in Paris and in 
Washington. i·re will then be in a position to crystallize any ideas that mey- be 
put forward tonight and take the necessary action. Enough has accumulated in the 
last few weeks for a plenum meeting. If we a ro unable to accoinpli sh anything 
constructive this evening wo will call another meeting of tho Executive during 
the week in order to work out any necessary plans. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P.r.1. 

H.L.S • 
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I CONFIDENTIAL NO. 101 

AMEBICAN ZIONIST El~RGENCY commIL 

MIWI'ES OF MEETING OF EXEC'OrIVE COMUITTEE 

September 10, 1946 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Tuesdq, Sept ember 10, at 3o30 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
Mew York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia :Bublick, Philip Cru.so, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Israel Goldstein, Lrs. Srunuel W. Halprin, Herman Hollander, 
Rabbi Max Y.irshblum, Louis Lipsky, :Emanuel Meumonn, Mrs, David de Sola. Pool, 
Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal, David i·7ertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

I. B. Berkson, Jacob Dostrovsky, Simon Federbush, Daniel Frisch, Paul J. 
Geiser, lfilton Handler, Siegfried Hoofien, Isaiah L. Kenen, Sidney ~arks, 
Rabbi Irving tiller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Abraham Tulin, Mrs. Ste--phen s. 
Wise. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
Manson, Moshe Perlmann, Harry L. Shapiro, Joseph P. Stemstein, Abrahan Tuvim. 

AP.PLICATION OF UNITED ZIOUISTS-REVISIONISTS OF AHERICA 

Dr. Silver referred to the decision at the previous meeting to defer for 
two weeks action on the application of the United Zionists-Revisionists of .America 
tor membership in the Council. In the interim, a cable had arrived. from Paris 
wich had been transmitted to us by the Jewish Agency Office in New Yorlc, as 
follows: 

"PLEASE TRANSLIT EMERGENCY COUNCIL AND OTHER PARTIES FOLLO:TING 
DECISION TAKEN AT PARIS MEmING EXECUTIVE AUGUST SIXTEEUTH QUOTE 
IT l'!AS BESoL·VED THAT WHILE WELCOMillG THE RETURM OF THE RE­
VISIONISTS TO THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION AND THEIR PARTICIPATION 
IN THE FORTHCOMING CONGRESS NO MElmER OF OR :BODY Al'FILIAT.ED TO 
TEE SOCAIJ,ED NEW ZIOITTST ORGANIZATION CAN A.T THE S.iME TIME l3E 
@{BER OF OR AFFILL\TED TO ANY ZIOltIST FEDERATIOM OR GROUP 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD THE 1.JJJ?LIC.\.TION OF THE UNITED BEVISIOlUST 
PA.MY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE ZIOliIST ORG.ANIZATION c~·NOT :BE 
ACCEPTED UNLESS .AND UNTIL THAT PARTY l~TD ITS ME r.sERS INDIViDUALLY 
WHO WERE CONUECTED WITH THE NEi·l ZIONIST ORGANIZATION DF£LAR'E 
CLEAm,Y AND FORMALLY TBM THEY HAVE SEVEBED THEIR CONNECTION 
WITH THA.T ORGANIZATION AUD HAVE DISCONTINUED TO SUPPORT ITS 
ACTIVITIES AND l'UND8 UNQUOTE 

BENGUBION" 

A cl.iscuaeion followed on the present constitutional relationship between 
the Revisionist Organization and the World Zionist Organization, and it was 
final.17 resolved that in the light of the instl'\lctiona reo•ived from the Executive 
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of the Jewish Agency action on the request of the United Zionists-Revisionists of 
.Anrerlca be postponed until after the forthcoming meeting of the World Zionist 
Congress. 

RESOLUTION' VOTED ~y THE EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGENCY AT ITS MEETING IN PARIS 

A copy of a Resolution voted by the Executive of the Jewish Al!,ency at its 
last meeting in Paris and transmitted to Dro Silver by Mr. Eliahu E-pstein was 
read and is as follows: 

"It was decided to send a delegation of two or three members of the 
Executive to America with a view of bringlng about closer cooperation 
between the Committee of Eight and the Emergency Council." 

"The following directives were adopted for guidance of the delegation: 

"In accordance with the decision ad.opted in London in August 1945, the 
Committee of Eight is charged with the carrying out in the United 
States of the policy of the Jewish Agency Executive, and is responsible 
for it. If in the course of activities an approach to the United States 
Government is necessary, both the Committee of Ei.ght and the mergency 
Council should participate in su.ch talks. In case of disagreement 
between itself and the Emergency Council, the Committee of Eight as 
the right to decide • 

11All Public Relations work, with regard to the American ~oene, 1s 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Emergency Council. 

11All contacts with the UN and representatives in the United States 
of other governments, and all :public relations work with regard to 
the UN is within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Committee of Eight. 

"If the said delegation should not materialize, the above directives 
should remain binding on the Committee of Eight until the next Congress." 

Mr. Shapiro stated that the !lnergency Council had never received notice 
of this Resolution. 

Dr. Silver said that certainly the Coomittee of Ei~t was appointed to look 
after the affairs of the Je\·rish Agency in Americ but ,.hat the affairs of the 
Jewish Agency should be was not defined. He felt that this body was being re­
stricted to public relations and tha.t was not originally intended. It had been 
organized to do all the work on the American scene for the Jewish Agency and for 
the Zionist Organizations. We would, however, ha.ve to wait until the Congress 
meets to bring up these matters. He personally found unacceptable the entii·e 
position on 11.hich this Recolution uas based. 

J.rr. Lipsky felt that the matter could not be disposed of on the basis of 
these Resolutions though, at the same time, he pointed out, the statutes of the 
World Organization give the right to the Executive of the Jewish Agency to carry 
on political work throughout the world. He a.greed that the matter would have to 
be given fundamental recon61deration at the next Congress. 

The following Jesolution, passed by the Zionist Organization of America 
at a meeting of the Executive Committee, was read for the information of the 
Council: 
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"The unfortunate incidents attend.ant ui,on recent negotiations 
conducted in Washington, as reported to this hecutive Committee, 
render more urgent than eve~ an immediate reorganization to 
elioinate once and for all duplication and divergence of effort 
between the American Zionist Emergency Council and represer.tatives 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

"We therefore not only associate ourselves completely with the 
demand expressed by the Executive Committee of the Emergency 
Council for thoroughgoing consolidation and unification in ttle 
sphere of political action in this country, but we declare that 
such a reorganization must be carried out without further delay 
to avoid further embarrassment and jeopardy t" the Zionist cause. 
Failing such a reorganization which ~~11 ensure unified and 
centralized direction of political action on the American scene, 
the Zionist Organization of America will have no choice but to 
relieve itself of any further respcnsibility for the existing 
dangerous and indefensible situation by withdrawing from the 
American Zionist Emergency Co,:mcil." 

Dr. Silver indicated that for the time being the :Emergency Council had 
·withdrawn from the Washington scene and had left the field to the J e.:i s~1 Agency, 
and suggested that no good will come from :further discussion of the issue, at this time. 

REPORT BY M::l. LIPSKY ON PARIS MEIDTI.lG OF JEWISH AGE. CY 

Mr. Lipsky stated that prior to the Paris meeting some of th em had visited 
Dr. Wei ZI!lann in London to clv.rify the situation with him o.s it f1as not r-os sible for him to go to Paris. They had reached London at the time that the Grady 
Commission was still sitting there. In this connection, Mr. Lipsky J>oid a tribute to the help given by Colonel Bernstein. While they were there, th e 'l :l:i te Paper 
wo.s is~ued, o.ssociating the Jewish Agency with the terrorism in Pol crtine. It ho.d 
made a trem0ndcus impression there nnd English Zionists found the oclves s·bjected 
t o 2.. bo.rrae:;e of attacks in cl.l the newSJ?npers, blaming them for the terr ori sm. 

In Paris a number of Palestinian members of the Executive - SLnornk, 
Fishman, Dobkin, Sneh and Mrs. Myerson -- were present despite fearo that they 
tiie}lt not be a.ble to get awey. Mrs. Myerson, who is acting as Hco.d cf he 
Poli ticnl Department in the absence of Shertok, had contrl buted gre .... tly to t he di-scussi on s. 

1 r. Lipsky went on to scy that over here we underesti~ato ccrt D.in thinC"'s. 
·T c.re living in a free world, where the press is free and all current r; of life 
co.n e ... r cos themselves, whereas, over there, there is not exactly -i f eeling of 
freedon. He added tho.t a good deal of hesi ta.ti on has developed \·ri th r oe rd to the whole question of the resistcnce. 

The position of the Jewish Agency in relntioI,l to the Govel'n;-ilent -- th·e sense of exclusion, of having no denl.ings or sto.tus with the Govemment - wn.s on im­portnnt one. There was a feeling on the part of everyone that some meruis must be 
found of access to the Government ond of restorl.ng the position of the !€ency. The attack lromched upon the Agency hnd lef't the l3ritish with the feeling that they 
could do anything they wonted. On the larger issue of l3ri ti sh-Jewish relations, 
Dr. Wei znnnn and Mr. l3en-Gurion were in essence of o.greemont thD.t a new ch.;.pter 
hnd been reached ond the continua.ti on of British rule over Jews in Pclestine could 
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not continue. England ho.d shown a ca.po.city for ruthlessness whicl1 hti.d never been 
expected, rnd from the point of view of Dro Weizmann, Mro Ben-Gurion rmd a large 
number of the Executive who wore there o. ne,-, si tu~tion had to be created, the only 
approach to which was the projection of the idec.. of a Jewish State in p~t of 
Pcl.estine. The proposnl had been that soneone representing the Exect tive should 
go to Unshington to see whether the Arnerl con Government could not be induced to 
propose the Agencyts plmi. The impression was tho.t Dr. Goldmmr..'s instructions 
were at he should cooperc..te with Dr. Silver. How he wr.s to coope;,, .. 2..te was left 
to his own discretion. 

Following Dr. Goldmnnn ts return, he had seen Mr. Bevin ui th ,-rhom he had 
had a remarkably frank talk~ :Sevin seemed anxious to find a wa;y out cmd had 
given the iopression that he was open-clnded with regard to the idea of a Jewish 
and an Arab State in Palestineo He apparently was not in favor of the proposed 
conference with Arabs and Jews which was insisted on, however, by the Colonial 
Office. At the sarae time, 1 t was BB;reed that inforr.ial. discussions should aontinue 
with the Jewish Agency in the hope of arriv:i.ng at an unlerstandingo 

Mr. Lipsky referred to the exchange of letters between the J ·ri sh Agency 
and the Colonial Secretary with reference to the conference (attached herewith) . 
In discussing the Agency proJ>osal he stated that this was not a volunta~ act on 
the part of the Executive of the Jewish Agency - we were U.'lder the precsure of 
Jewish needs and of poll tically unsati. sfactor'J conditions, and we uere therefore 
prepared to consider this ~uestion which involved the establishment of a viable 
Jewish State in an adequate portion of Palestine with the proviso that the hundrecl 
thousand be admitted into Palestine ir.1nedin.tely and that we be given full autono­
nous authority in the territory assigned~ The letter ended with the st~tement 
that unless these conditions ,,ere fulfilled, we could not attend the meeti.ng -
a phrase which was changed in London to the nore positive fonn, "if these con-
di tions are oet we are ready to go." Dr-> l·Teiznann signed the let t er and it was 
deliveredo Hall then nade the letters public. 

Mr. Lipsky felt that the Jewish Agency had acted in the wisest \·TEW possible 
under the conditions. The effect of what has been done is aJ.reo.dy favorable in 
that the Jewish Agency now stands again as the unassailed and authorit tive repre­
sentative of the Je'\•rs of the world. It has restored the Je,,ish Agency to a posi­
tion of respect and e.uthori ty. The Agency appears, further, as being reasonable 
and practical, working, not in the air, but for something tang.lble. 

During the entire proceedings there uas the question as to ,hat right the 
Exeouti ·e had to r.iake such a decision.., The position is that if anythinL> definite 
results before arv ultimate decision is nade by the Executive it must be sub1 itted 
to the Actions Com.-ii ttee and finally to the Oonc ress for final approval. There is 
not involved in this natter any usurpation of authority. :By co~narl son with the 
gloon that prevailed at the beginning of the neeting in Peri s, i-.r. Lips!-.y added, 
we had the inpression at the end that we had obtained a respite.a 

mn?ORT :BY DR. STm'KEli S. WISE 

The Executive had come together under the impact of grievous even-ts. The 
iopact of the King David tragedy was a very great one. It affected, not only 
Engl an~, but also our own people and rai sad anew the "hole question with respect 
to no~ooperation with :Britain - a policy in favor of which there had been 
strong feeling. However, that was a matter of policy on ,-,hich decisi on would be 
taken by the Actions Cor.lnittee. 
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Dr. ,,11 se referred to the early and necessary warning which had ap!)a rently 
been received in ndvance with regard to the character of the Grady ))lan, •.-1hich 
hud nade possible tioely action ~~th the Ar:terican Governnent. In this connection 
he DJ.so referred to two cables whieh he had sent to the President, urging rejection 
of the reporto 

Dr. Wise went on to sey- that it was one of the saddest moI!len-ts of his life 
when the question of partition arose at the Paris neeting. There had been u full 
discussion and one of the oost noving statenents was ;.1ade by Ra.lb!. Fisl1n10n \·ho, 
Dr. Wise has cone to feel, is a very great spi~~tuDJ. person. He gave a clear 
statenent of everything that could be said against partition -- then he spoke 
about the refugees. There were tears in the eyes of those present when he finally 
said, supporting the proposcl, that "they must not be permitted -to die in the 
European countries -- they nust be free to come to Eretz Yisroelo 11 

Dr. Wise then referred to his own statcnent at the meeting of the D..xccutive. 
He said that he (and also Dr~ Silver) had been ono of those who were privileged to 
st and beside Ussi shkin and oppose partition j_n 1937 o It was conceivable, a tragic 
:possibi lity, that if all of us had supported partition at that time \·re would have 
had a State and we could have permitted hundreds of thousands of Je,.-rs to enter 
into PaJ.estine. 

We are not free. The ci rcurnstances are such that he felt 1Te must change 
our viewpoint and accept a viable State 1~ an adequate area. Referring to the 
Negev, he said that the best informed among us felt that it had innense possi­
bilities. 

Mr. Rall was insistent in his desire to see Dr. Wei zmanno Finally it was 
agreed that Dr. Weizmann should send a letter to i ro Hall, suggesting tl1at t here 
be a meeting of a few of us with him. At that eeting there were })resent 1: r. Hall 
and four of his assistants, Dr. Weizr.iann, Dr. Goldnann, Dr. Wise and Ir. Linton. 
Dr. lTeiznann, \o.iho is still far fron well, me.de a fine stater.ient, but I-1r. Hall was 
no help and the neeting was without result. 

Dr. Goldr.lann, Dr. ·Tise and I; r. Locker subsequently so.w :Bevin (this was 
after Dr. Goldmann ts initial conversation with htn). At that meeting the Foreign 
Secretary opened by saying, in regard to the Agency letter, "Gentlemen, t l1is 
letter of yours might have been writ ten by a victorious nation to a defeated 
enemy. 11 He said, further, that if he wer·e to submit this letter to the House of 
Ooramons it would be rejected by a unanimous vote. 

They met with :Bevin again the following day and again four days later. 
Mr. :Bevin seemed roa.dier to go along with us on the three conditions than did 
Mr. Hall. Dr. rlise did not feel, of course, that Mr, :Bevin wanted a so1u·~i on 
wich. so far as we are concerned, might be the solution. But whatever mi [;ht 
be said about Ur. :Bevin, he had no doubt that he was anxious to achieve a settle­
ment and \·rou.ld go further than, for example, his experts, Mr. Beeley or Sir 
Douglas Harris. 

Dr. Wise and others subsequently returned to London to see Dr. Weizmann 
again and to ensure a united reply to the :British invitation. In this connection, 
Dr. Wise wished to state tha.t the strongest kind of a plea was made by Dr. Goldmann 
to Dr. Ueizmann. The reply which had been drafted in Po.ris wn.s, vith a few 
minor changes, accepted by Dr. Weizmann and signed. 

Dr. ,·Tise mentioned in connection with the conversations that prefound 
resentment was expressed by 13ri tish representati vea against the attitude of the 
President. 
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Dr. Silver felt that the two reports delivered this evening and the two 
delivered at the last r.1eeting had given us an excellent picture of ,-mat had 
transpired in Paris. lfo purpose would be served to go into any lengthy discussion X 
at the moment. His own position has been made amply clear. He did. not regard the 
Ageneyts aetion wise, and the manner in which it was carried out in Washington was , 
most unfortunate. The important ~oint on which we would like comments at this time 
from the body and helpful suggestions is on what we are to do now. It is clear 
that as of the mor.ient the entire demarche of the Agency has been a failure. The 
American Gove rn.T;1ent did not advance the partitton proposal as its own, and the 
:British Govemr.ient has refused to accept it as a basis of discussion. As to our 
own position, whether we like it or not, we have to recognize it as a fact that 
the partition proposal has been put forward officially in the nane of the movement 
and,once nade, there is no way at the r.ionent for us to go behind or around it. 
If we are to continue to carry on any J;'Oli tical work in Washington we cannot ignore 
these official proposals r.1ade by the Jewieh AgGncy. They are now the max:i.r.mn that 
we can ask for and the ninir.mn that we can accept. We ou.st fight hard to r,1o.ke sure 
that we at least get that whi eh has now been asked for, and it will not be easy. 

To get that ouch now we have a very difficult fight ahead of us, both in 
England and in Anerica. It is possible that the deciding factor in the situation 
will be the United States. If we can bring sufficient pressure on the • .i\.i:Jerican 
Govemnent to put itself energetically and affirmatively behind the proposal which 
it is re1:>orted to have approved, we night get this nininur.i. The Govern.Llent must 
l)ress at least for that which it has endorsed. How are we going to bring pressure 
on our Governnent? He reninded the Cor.u:iittee that we could not get our Govcrnmmt b 
press for the hundred thousand in a serious way, and there is every indicati on that 
it will not exert itself in this instance either. There is one thing that can be 
done. Referring to the political situation, Dr. Silver indicated that the next 
wee~cs were critical, and that it was fundane n.tal that the Jews in politict.l v.ction 
shou.ld be united, otherwise we will sinply throw away the last weapon that we 
have and ·ue will eoerge fron London even without a decent partition. If the 
Council thought the situation critical enough to justify this action, it nust so 
decide. It oust authorize its officers to carry on this activity througj.1out the 
country • 

.{r. Tulin agreed that it was necessary to nake clear at once to the State 
Department that the Je,-1s were united in support of the Agency,, He stated that at 
a tueeting which he and Mr. Handler had had with Ur. Acheson, it was his impression 
that Fr. Acheson felt that the Ar.1erican Zionist ~ergency Council was ~pposed to 
the scheme proposed by the Agency. It was also re1 Tulin' s impression that one 
of the reasons why the American Government forwarded this proposal as that of the 
Agency ui th a state:Jent of the approval of the American Government, and did not 
put it in stronger form was because of the di•vision which it was felt existed in 
the Zionist movenent. He felt it to be essential now to take immediate further 
steps with the American Government to try to ge·t that Government to do more than 
1 t has done with regard. to this proposal. It is a matter of the utmost urgency 
and we should send our representatives to l• ashington iI!lnlediately author! zed to 
stand solidly behind the l)lan of the Jewish Agency and request that the American 
Government do more about it than it has done heretofore. 

Mr. Handler felt that no doubt maJlY of the S\2€ges tions that will be made 
for action will evoke a very natural difference of opinion. That urged by "h•. 
Tulin was not, however, inconsistent with any other -action which the Council couli 
take. We may not gain very much, but we should leave no stone unturned. r:r. 
Acheson was perfectly clear that they had eotten to the position where this was 
an insoluble :problem - they had done everything they could and could do nothing 
now. However, the Agency proposal had interested the:i keenly and given a rey of 
hope. 
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Dr. Goldstein felt that there was a better chance of securing the agree-
men t of the British Government to the Jewish State idea proposed by the Agency than to the recoJ:1Mendation for the entry of the 100,000 by itself; he was in a.greenent with Mr. Tulin in his view that what has been troubling the .American Government is the rift that they foel there is in the Zionist movement. In fact, when Dr. Goldmann had conf er~ed with Mr. Acheson, he was asked by him "·what about the other groups?" And Dr. Goldmann had indicated the.t he believed it ,._,ould have the approval of the Zionists of America. It is important that we have this agree­tient throughout the Zionist t!lovement and that we back up the Je\rlsh Agency pro­posol to the fullest extent. With reference to the suggestion about political action, Dr. Goldstein agreed with Dr. Silver that this cannot brook postponanent. Our unanimous stand must be made clear to the Goverrunent end it is urgent that we commence as soon possible on the line of action suggested by Dr. Silver. 

Judge Rosenblatt was concerned lest a bi-nationalist solution be })rojected at the London meetings. We must therefore be.ck up the Agency at once. On the question of political action, he pointed out that the Palestine problem was an American problem -- President Truman had made it en American problem on .August 31, 1945, quite apart from the Anglo-American Convention of 1924, etc. OUr action is justified on the highest grounds and if we are determined we will be eble to carry it through. 

Mr. 13ublick stated that this - political pressure - is the only we~pon in our hands. It is more necessary than ever before. It is not a question of a Jew in office - the q_uestion of Palestine is a bigger question for us. te must educate the Jewish public a.s to \':hat is at stake, and make clear to them that the American Government did not keep its promise to Zionism. 

Mr. Segal felt that we should go the full wa:, - I!lake clear our policy in support of the Jewish State as proposed by the Agency and begin the organization of the masses in .America for political action. 

Hr. Neumann felt that he could not go on record with regard to the major Zionist political issue involved - that of partition -- since at a meeting of the Executive of the Zionist Organization of America, that Organization had taken a certain position. The Chairman had suggested that the action taken by the Jewish Agency represents an act which was poll tically irrevocable and that full responsi­'bili ty for this action rest with the Executive. There is nothing else, therefore, that we can do in Washington in relation to the Government except to press them to do I!lore than they have done hitherto. The q_uestion is now, how do we step into the picture? Have we bean asked to step into the picture now? Won't this be regarded as interference? We do not even know clearly what the position of the Government actually is. We should have some exploratory conversations before taking any action • 

Rabbi Kirshblum felt that if we were opposed to that which occurred at the Paris meeting then we have no right to step into the pict-u.re and do anything. Most of those people w1 th whom he was in touch in Palestine were very unhappy at the action of the Paris meeting. He did not see how the Mizrachi could al.low the Emergency Council to go on record in favor of partition. 

~r. Wiae atate4 that in view of the Executive decision in Paris, we had the right to take any action deemed advisable in 1 ts support. 

Mrs. Schoolman had no great confidenco in Great Britain. She criticized the notion that our action be based on getting what we can out of !ri tain at the moment. If we put ourselves on record in favor of partition and then get the kind 
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of partition comprising 1800 square miles that would be unwise. On the other 
hand, if we do not go on record as supporting the partition propo3aJ. we are still 
a potent force. 

Mrs. Pool felt that 1:.hile she was against endorsing the Pari s Resolution, 
we should not stey awa:y from Washington. At the same time, we must not sut;gest 
there is any difference between us and the Executiveo 

1 r s . Halprin indicated that the Hadassah members present were s eaki ng 
each on her o,-m behalf and not on behalf of Hadassah as a body. If people a r e 
sent do\'m. to Washington they must be told what is wanted. The Jewish -ency has 
made a proposal, and those going to Washington must push that proposalo S. e 
emphasized that the Agency Executive was at its lowest ebb in Paris. It is now 
back in full strength again and as a resnl t of the action taken the Je,-r.i. sh ffild 
the hon-Jewish world has once more recognized the responsibility of the Jewi sh 
Agency. On the questi on of political mobiliz~tion -- she felt that was a ~ost 
dangerous idea. She herself would not vote for a Republican if she felt it was 
not wise to have Republican philosophy. It is a card which you may h ave up your 
sleeve to be used only as a last resort. The question of political action should 
go bacJ to the organizations. 

Dr. Silver stated that unless they go to Washington !mowing- that the whole 
proposition must be backed up with a technique that would mean success , they would 
be mal1:ing foolo of themselves and of the movemente If we do not go ther e with 
thi s minimum, then it is •ti se st to keep a°\':ey from Washingtono Only as they fe el 
the pinch from their political henchmen throughout the country ,-r.i.11 they n.t tempt 
to do any rnore about the proposal. We will have to say that the Agency, under certcin 
pressures, was compelled to make a great sacrifice. The decision of the ---en cy 

is binding upon the movem~nt. What is the A.'!lerican Government going to uo t o 
push it t hrough? 

Mr. Tu.lin interjected that, as he understood it, if certain steps should 
be authorized in regard to political action then Dr., Silver ,-rill go i ~ edio.t oly 
to the American Government. 

Dr. Silver was of the opinion that the A[:.ency had made an error in urging 
partition, still we must get our Gov1;)rnment t'.> throw its resources behind it since 
it had ap1)roved of it. We are going to make the major effort of our career to 
see that the Government is prepared to back up the Agency's proposal by action. 
But, this body must be willing to use the political technique to demand of our 
Government that it carry out that which it has approved. Otherwise, ,-,e must fore~ 
the \'hole idea. It was proposed to have meetings organized like those on Aueust 
31 . 

l•ir. ~uvim felt that rnany of our Jewish people are ready to go furthor than 
we would lead thee. Mr. Tuvim had that day received fifteen telephone calls from 
various Zionists in the city asking what our plans are now and urging furth er 
action in the light of the August 31 meetings, which meetings were held to call 
to the attention of the Truman Administration the fact that nothing has been done 
on President Truman I s request for the hundred thousand. We are not telling them 
not to vote the Democratic ticket; but are asking them to bring pressure to bear 
on their local political leaders so that the sentiment of the individual can go 
up the line. We were, in fact, not moving fast enough to suit the Je dsh people. 

Dr. Silver felt that these demonstrations and meetings all over the country 
have already registered and if carried on systematically for two or three weeks 
we will find ourselves invited and will not have to seek en invitation. 

\ 
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Mr. Lipsky stated that the Chairman had outlined a plan and he believed 
that on that plan there is no serious difference of opinion. If it is cur1~ed 
out in the fashion indicated by Mro Tuvim there is no serious objection. It is 
not necessary that this body should: take up a formal position in support of a 
Jewish StPte in a :part of Palestine. It is supporting a proposal advanced by the 
Jewish Agency because we are loyal Zionists bound by the deeision of the Je\dsh 
Agency • 

Dr. Silver stated that we had also sUpl)orted the 100,000, even thougL that 
was not our idea of what our policy should be. 

Dr. Silver felt that we should agree on technique. We will do the best we 
can to implement the decision. :But we must agree on a procedure and technique. 
Our agreement should be on a tot '3.]. program and if there is a generaJ. u.nclerstcmding 
that this is what we want to do - to bring mro:i~u.m pressure on the Adrrl.nistration 
to urge it to carry out that to which 1 t stands comrni tted - we would use ouch 
instrumentality as we have here to bring that pressuro on the Administrati on. 

Mr. Hollander felt that it was not necessa.I"'J officially to pin dm·m any 
party as upholding the partition plan. Regarding political action, he felt that 
our negotiators should have the freedom of action to speak in the fre est tones. 

Mr. Neumann stated that he believed that if the British Goverment came 
forward with a decent partition proposal, the largest part of the movement would 
probably accept it. But what he was concerned about was the question of procedure. 
We are not concerned with the question of internal politics, but with what ,-,o.s 
likely to happen to the Zionist cause. Having put forward a compromise l)roposal. 
we may be driven step by step to worse compromises. We could say to our Government 
that, in principle, a large part of the Zionist covement in America wus opposed to 
partition, but the Vorld Executive of the Zionis t movement had made t his great 
sacrifice and we feel we must abide by their decision. There can be no recessi on 
beyond this minimum and failing this, we must return to the position expressed by 
the Congress and the Presidents of the United States. 

Dr. Silver stated that if there is disagreement regarding tho second part 
of the proposition - political action - then he would be against the firs t part -
reg, rd.ing the approach to Washington -- and could do nothing to carry it out. The 
Democratic Party must be warned and made to feel that the Jews of America. are di.­
sat isfied with the lack of action. We rill do 1 t through various w s. Through 
publicity, such as the statenent that appeared in the [_erald Tribune on Aucus t 31. 
We ··rill try to get the Yiddish riress to write a;pnropriate editorials. ':qie Adminis­
tr ti on has now come out in favor of :partition - but what is it doin ? - what did 
the Administration do effectively on the 100,000? The resentment of pcor,l e on 
these i ssues must be made articulate. If this body is not r re_Ja.rcd to do th~ then 
we should do nothing. 

r. Handler stated that we are uaing our very last weapon ond it i c highly 
desirable that ,-,e know how far we are going to go and how much bacldn6 ,-:e are 
going to have rather than to meet w1 th surprises later on. If what is □u '-•.;:,ested 
is unsuccessful then there will come a time for a decision. Is it proposod then 
to take action on these threats? 

Dr. Silver stated that that will be decided upon the basis of the f acts 
as they will appear in a month I s time. 

Dr. Wise asked the Chairman whether he did not feel that we shoul go to 
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the four parties and have an expreasion on the question of support of the decision 
of the Agency. 

Dr. Silver stated that in the light of what he had said he felt th-:t was 
not necessary and that some of the parties would not approve of the action of the 
Agency. He urged that we proceed along the lines indicated without askin0 for 
fo mal 2.:91)roval of the Agency I s actiono 

Dr. Wise further suggested that with reference to the matter of political 
action, before we make a commitcent which may bring grievious division in Jewish 
life in .dJ!lerica, it would be desirable to go to the four parties and ask them how 
they feel. If the four parties scy yes, he would go along and sacrifice : is own 
convictions. This is a tremendous commitment and we should submit this matter of 
political action, with its imperilling involvement, to the four parties. 

Dr. Silver stated that he had no objecti~n to submitting this matter to 
the parties. He emphasized that wha~ he ,·ras ac.vocating was not that the Eraergency 
Council should align itself with the Republican Party in the next carrr1ai • Ee 
was urging that during the next few weeks we should organize Jews of ~merica into 
a str9ng action of protest against the inaction of our Government vis-a-vis our 
case - to bring home to the political leo.ders that the Jews are dissatisfied with 
the Administration. If, at this psychologiccl. moment, we Cf.lnnot use this instru,... 
ment of public relations then we should dissolve~ 

Dr. ,·Tise stated that if we go into this campaign and fail, then it will be 
notice to the political leaders "don't bother with them," 

Mr. Meumann stated that there are 850 ,000 Jewi sh voters in Ne\·1 Yorl:. In 
the past , the Democratic Pa~"has had 95% of those votes. The R ... ublicans .t.:now it 
but they do not expect that because of this is ue of Palestine that all tn.e Jeus 
will flock to their banner~ However, the shift of a~ ~ppreciable percentoge of 
votes will be an indication cf a dangerous trend of which they will ta~::e note, 
even tho".lgh it may not chanee their positio:i.1 immediately. All we have to do is 
for our leaders in the movement to withh old from the Democratic Party the public 
expressions of support which they have formerly come to count on fro□ our people. 

Dr. Silver stnted that if this moral political pressure is effective 
during tl. period of three or four weeks, nothing more will be necessary. If not, 
then we will meet to discuss it again. 

l eeting adjourned at 7:30 P.l • 

(At l,!rs. Schoolman I s subsequent request, she is recorded as standing by 
the recommendr tion which she had made in her remarks above recorded.) 

A. L. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 102 

.A?-fERICAN ZIOl IST EI!ERG:ENCY com~CIL 

1INUTES OF T!iEETL G OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 1, 1946 

A meeting of the :El'cecutive Conmittee of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council was ~eld on Tuesdey, October 1, at 4:00 P.i-., at 342 -adison Avenue, 

New York City. 

PRESEl:rT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (:presiding), Gecl~lia :Sublick, Philip Cruse, 

Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Hrs. Somuel U. Hal:r:,rin, ileman Eollander, Rabbi Max 

Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Enanuel Ueumann, Er~. D~wid de Sola Pool, Judge Horris 

Rothenberg, Louis SeJ':1,1, Mrs. Hennan Shul::?f'A,a."1, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Milton Hendler, Edmund I. Kaufmann, Juc.ge 

Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Leo Sack, Abraham Tulin. 

Gerold Frank, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, :Benjamin 

Shwadran, Abraham Tu.vim; Eliahu Ers ,:; ein. 
(Please note: roll call inco~plote.) 

BUDGET 

Mr. Shapiro said th;,.t in the present circumstences, since he did not know 

what the situation wus going to be with refere ce to the future of the organiza­

tion, he was not in a position to prepare a bud et and, instead, would ask the 

Executive to request of the Funds taat until the World Zi onist Con6r es s, the 

Emergency Counci 1 should receive an alloco.t ion on a monthly oasis at the sone 

rate as it had received during the ·,1 revious yea r. During that year, ;hi ch ends 

on October 15, the budget had been $623,038.000, but o,,ing to the many exigencies 

that had arisen a further $100 ,000 had been requested and grantet. Out of a 

total budget of $723,038.00, as of August 31, $662,000 had been spent. 

It was moved, seconded and approved that until after the Congress the 

Council continue to operate on a month-to-month budcetary bacis at the srune rate 

as during the previous year, that is to sey, app roximately $60,000 per month. 

INSTITUTE OF i IDDLE EASmERN S~UDIES 

A report w~s made on the Institute for Middle Ea.stern Studies which was 

in the process of being established in Washington. The Institute was to be under 

the direction of Dr. Halford Hoskins and it was clear from the names of those 

actively associated 11th him, as reported in the J~ York Timas some months 

previously, that the Institute was likely to be a focal point for anti-Zionism. 

It was moved and a"'1proved that a com11ittee be appointed to look into the 

matter and to prepare recommend:.l.tions for submission to the Cour.cilo 

PRINCETON m!IVERSITY BIC:El TEUARY CELEBI'.ATI ONS 

It was r0]_)orted thQt in connection with the Bicentenary celebrations of 

Princeton University, a number of important academic and scientific conferences 
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were to be held, including one on the near East. This conference is to last three 
days, from J· arch 25 to March 27, 194?, and is being organized by Prof~!;sor Hit ti. 
It was clear that Palestine, from a Je-rish point of view, would have no place on 
the program and that the whole meeting would have a. pro-Arab slant. 

After discussion it was agreed that the Joint Chairmen write to the 
President of Princeton University, drawing his attention to the facts vnd urging 
that representation be given in the course of the Near East discussiom to the 
Zionist point of view, 

ZIONIST ACTIONS COM!-~ITTEE (See also Political Action, page 3) 

Judge Rosenblatt stated. that a committee had boen organized under the 
direction of Rabbi Kirshblum, Mr. SeeaJ. and himself for purposes of political 
action. A number of public meetings had been held, at \·hich the line taken was 
that we had certain commitments from the Democratic Administration in -Tashington; 
that re hoped they would be fulfilled; we sa•1 no reason for any deley, and they 
should be fulfilled not1. The line of the co::-u-:-littee had been to keep clear of 
allianceswi th either Democrats or Republicans; E'nd so far as the three meetings 
which he had attended no one • ursued a policy of brinGing Republicnns or Democrats 
as such in to the forefront. He believed, ho\·1ever, that the action undertaken 
had had a healthy reverberation and, in particular, in Democratic headquarters. 
Inquiries had been addressed to hil!l as to what the Administre.tion coulcl do to meet 
the Jews on the question of Palestine, and he had made it clear that if America 
would take a stnnd insisting •- perhaps, through a p~~sonal.. representative to be 
sent over to Europe - that the :noving of the 100,000 begin at once, that would 
provide a basis. He personally felt that it would be of the greatest consequence 
if, within the next few critica.l weeks, none of the prominent members of this 
Committee would participate actively in the political struggle one way or the 
other. There should be a united line of legitimate pressure upon the President 
on what was an American issue. 

Ra:bbi Ki rehblum and Mr. Segal supplemented with rerorts upon meetin s that 
they had attended. 

Mrs. Epstein i ·nqtrlred as to why representatives of Hadassah had not been 
invited to associate theMselves with the group responsible for the advertisements 
which had appeared in the newspapers, ana. it was agreed that this matter be 
corrected for the future. 

VISIT OF DR. :TI SE TO C'HE P.RESIDENT 

Dr. Wise stnted that at the President to invitation he had seen l- r. Truman 
the previous week. He felt, however, that it was a matter which ho would wish 
to report personally to Dru Silver rather than to the entire body. 

REPORT BY DR. BENJAMIN SHWADRAr 

Dr. Shwadran had recently returned from Palestine~ At the request of the 
Chairman he reported on the situation as he found it, including a graphic descrip­
tion of the destruction carried on in Doroth and Ruhruna during the searches. He 
concluded by stating that in spite of all that is going on in the country one 
could not notice in the street that there is anything wrong. Life flows on and 
economically there ia continued growth and developnent (full report on file). 
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REPORT BY RA:SBI PHILIPS. !EBNSTEI 

Rabbi Bernstein, who had been in Europe for the previous few months as 
Advisor on Je~rish Affairs to the American Military Command, had returned home for 
a short visit and, at the request of the Chairman, made a brief report, in the 
course of which he pointed out that \..hereas when Judge Rifkind had laid down his 
responsibilities there uere 100,000 Je,..,ish displaced persons in Euro'_ e, that 
figure had now grown to substantially over 200,000. Rabbi Bernstein contrasted 
the attitude of the B rl t ish and American armies, respectively, to the refug0c 
problem and concluded by pointing out that there was not a single government in 
Europe with whom he had dealt that was ready to accept one Jew on a permanent 
basis. From his own experience he could assert that the basic Zionist case had 
been confirmed by everything that he sav (complete report on file). 

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN LONDON .tUTD PAP~S 

Mr. Lipsky reported on information which had reached the Jewish Agency 
with reference to the unofficiaJ. conversations which had been taking place with 
the British Government. 

A discussion followed, in which criticism was expressed of the inadequacy 
of the information which was reaching the American Zionist leaders. It was 
agreed that the Joint Chairmen send a cable to the Executive abroad, indicating 
the imperative need for full reports on day-to-d~ developments. 

POLITICAL ACTION 

Dr. Silver said that the political situation in Washington at present 
was extremely black. The only way we can change the situation and persuade our 
Chief Executive and our State Department that something must be done du.ring these 
critical weeks of negotiations now going on in London, is through the fortuitous 
and fortunate circumstances of the political situation which now prevails in the 
country; having taken that into consideration this body, it appeared to him, had 
adopted a position; we favor maximum political action to make the Administration 
aware of our disappointment, of our indignation and of our resentr.ient. The 
advertisement which had appeared in the newspapers yester~ wm1 a carrying out 
in one item of this program. 

If the 0ommi ttee did not approve of that then they ought to abandon the 
entire business of poll tical action. If, within ten dcys or two weeks, some of 
our leaders were to come out and endorse this candidate or that candidate then, 
in justice to the rest of the 0ommi ttee, they must let them lmow that and the 
Committee would ~ave to abandon the line already adopted. That lino did, however, 
offer a chance - there was, of course, no guaranteo -- that the Administration 
would bestir it self and do something real. As to \·rhat we arc going to ask the 
Administration to do, that is also clear, and he was surprised that there had 
been confusion in tho minds of somo of those present.. Wo arc going to the 
Administration and saying to them: tho Agoncy cmne to you some wee_: ago with 
a proposal ~which you accepted as reasonable ond fair and just; it ,. as a proposal 
made by the Jewish Agency as a st·.preme sacrifice. 1-.any of us didn't believe that 
that sacrifice was called for or should be made, still it was made and you 
believed that it was a fine, just and reasonable solution, ·Tell, for goodness 
sake, push itJ Mclee it your o~m~ 

The proof of the earnestness of the Administration would be whether before 
November 5 Jews begin to move into Palestine or whether by that date there would 
be an announcement that the partition proposal ha.d been accepted by the British 
Government. The plan •rould be stymied and we would make ourselves a laughing 
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stock, however, if after we had gained momentum in building up pressures some of 
our leaders were to endorse this candidate or thnt candidate, leaving our follow­
ing embarrassed, confused and indignant. 

In the course of the discussion which followed, it was stated that the 
support which Dr. Silver had indicated must in the circumstances be given to the 
Agency's scheme, was not consistent with the attnck launched against that scheme 
in a leading article in the last number of the "New Palestine." 

Dr. Wise, in response to Dr. Silver's statement, expressed the view that 
the agreement which had previously been reached was that every effort should be 
made, quietly and confidentially, to bring pressure upon the Administration to 
induce it to take effective action. He felt th~t the ndveritsement which had 
appeared in the public press was contrary to that agreement. 

It was pointed out, however, thnt Dr. 1·1ise was mistaken in his view of 
the decision which had been taken nt the :previous meeting and thnt it had been 
specifically indicated that advertisements m1d public pressure were contemplated. 

Dr. Wise went on to s~ that he felt that it was unwisdom and injustice 
to a ct as if the President of the United States were the Prime Uini ster or the 
Foreign Minister of Great Britain ~dthout axry- recognition of the fact there are 
limitations set upon the beet of good-will a~d upon the most earnest of efforts 
by the President. He felt that the implication of the advertisement as that 
if he so wanted, the President could give us what we desire in Palestine. He 
also expressed anxiety as to the effect of a campaign of this kind on the Jewish 
position here. 

Dr. Silver stressed that the action that had been taken by the Comnittee 
was in strictest compliance with the agreement which had been reached within the 
Committee, nrunely that for the next t,10 or three weeks we launch a nation-wide, 
aggressive, political action campoign to make the Administration aware of the 
sentiments of American Jewry with referenco to the lack of action on the part of 
the Administration on behalf of our causeo As to the point that ultioate judg­
ment in the matter did not lay within the jur\sdiction of the President of the 
United States, it was to be doubted that our Adninistration had exerted itself 
to the extent of even a fraction of what it might have done. He felt that, 
eliminating all heat and controversy, they were all interested in one thing; 
the decision of the boccy- was a ,dse one and for the next period they should be 
prepared to work along those lines, during which tine representations would be 
made in t-Tashingtona PeO!)le were, in fact, being seen in Washington now. 
Dr. Wise had seen the President,, Others would be seeing other poeple, backed 
by this force of public opinion that they •rould help to generate. 

After further discussion, a motion ,. as put and carried by eight votes to 
two that "resolved that in keeping with the policy of the .Arierican Zionist 
Emergency Council, menbers of the Executive Coomittee are urged to refrain fron 
political partisan activities tmtil the next oeeting of the Executive Comittee;" 
whereupon the session adjourned at 7:10 P.M. 

AL. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 103 

AMERIO.AN ZIQNIST EMERG:ElTCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF M!ETING OF EXECUl'IVE COMMITTEE 

October 14, 1946 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council, was held on Mond~, October 14, at 3:30 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gednlia Bublick, 1rs. Moses P. Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Saii1uel Wu Halprin, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, 
Louis Lipsky, :Emanuel Neuronnn, Alexander Pe1~elis.- 1: rs. David de Sola Pool, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. Hcrmnn Shulman, David Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Daniel J'risch, Milton Handler, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt, A~1rahc:U11 Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, :Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

(Please note: roll call incomplete). 

MR. LEON GELLI~ 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Gellman on hi s return from Palestine. 1r. Gellman 
gave a brief report on his visit. He stressed t h e tremendous militarization of 
Palestine as canpared with his visit a year ago and the disgraceful character of 
the searches in Yagllr, Doroth, etc. It was an indisputable fact,. nevertheless, 
that the difficulties confronting them had merely served to make the Jews of 
Pales"tine more united and more steadfast in their opposition to the policy of 
the administration. Mr. Gellman referred to the proposal for partition and gave 
it as his impression that the Yishuv was, for the most part, opposed to partition 
(oomplete report on file). 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH :BRITISH GOVEBNMENT 

A report from Jerusalem contained in the Jewish Telegraphic Agency bulletin, 
dated October 11, emboeying an alleged nine-point proposal by the :British for 
Jewish Agency participation in the London Conference was rec.d to the mee ting. 
It was agreed that consideration of these points bo deferred until their authen• 
1lic1ty was confirmed. Reference was again made to the lack of adequate info:nna­
tion from the Executive in London and Paris regarding the details of the dis­
cussions which had taken place with the :British Gnvernment. It was reported that 
a cable in this regard, signed b7 the Joint Chairmen, had been sent to tho 
Executive, stressing the urgent need for regular and full information on what 
was going on. 

SNEH VISA. 

Dr. Wise reported that he had been in communication w1 th Washington in 
regard to the American visa for Dr. Sneh who had been refused pennission to come 
to the States by the American Consul in Paris. It was pointed out that the 
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denial of a visa to a member of the Executive would constituto a veiy dangerous 
precedent and 1 t was reported that the editors of the Yiddish newspapers had sent 
atrong telegrams to Mr. Acheson, asking for his intervention (a telegram wo.s sub,. 
sequentl.7 received from the State Department, informing the Council that the visa 
had been granted). 

ACTION IN SUPPORT OF JEWISH AGENCY PROPOSALS 

Dr. Silver said that the question had arisen as to whether we had made clear 
to our Government that American Zionists stand behind the Jewish Agency in the 
proposal which it had advanced to the American Government, and concerning the 
wisdom of which some of us had had serious doubts. 

The information that we did stand behind these proposals was conveyed to the 
Government in three or four different ways in the last two weeks. It was conveyed 
in a letter which reached the President; it was conveyed verbally through two or 
three different sources, and Dr. Silver had also taken occasion to request Senator 
Taft some two weeks ago to communicate with Senator Vandenberg in Paris and to 
request him to press upon Mr. lh-ynes and Mr. :Bevin the program on immigration and 
also the Agency proposals. 

On 't'lednesd.q, October 9, Senator Taft received the following teletyped 
message from Senator Vandenberg, via the State Departnent: 

"The Secretary (Byrnes) says that the President has 
assumed personal control of all negotiations to which 
you refer. Understand in such circumstances the 
Secreta17 could not intervene ,dthout the President's 
direction. The Secretary will return to 'lashington 
next week and talk it over." 

Senator Taft had indicated in his cable that Dr. Silver was pre:pared, if necessro:y, 
to fly to Paris. There was no doubt but that the Administration knew that if it 
were prepared to move aggressively in the direction of the proposals made to it 
by the Jewish Agency, then it would have the backing of the Zionists of America. 
Dr. Silver doubted, however, whether the Administration was going to move 
aggreesi vely along those lines and he was rather inclined to believe that the 
proposals for partition wara pretty well dead. Under these circumstances, the 
more we talked about our fundamental rlghts under the ?~an.date, etc., the better 
it would probably be for the u1 timate outcome. 

VISIT OF i,ut. :BEVIN 

Mr. Segal urged that action be taken in connection w1 th the visit of i.~r. 
~evin to the United Nation~ meeting in America. He sugge~ted as possibilities 
1) a demonstration outsia.e ·~he UN building; 2) the drame,tizing of our case in 
the public press; and 3) attempting to obtain from a number of City Councils, 
such as those of New York, Chicago and Los Angeles, the passage of Resolutions 
in behalf of the Zionist ca.oe and cri tieizing the actions of the :Sri tish Govern­
ment. 

It was urged, on the other hand, that this was a matter which should first 
be clarified by the lawyers of the Council. Thus, 1 t was suggested that there 
was some intemationoJ. agreement vhich would proclu.de demonstrations of this kind; 
otherwise, various interested groups might stage successive demonstrations and 
destroy the possibility of offering hospitality to the United Nations in this 
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country. The view was a.lso expressed that the most careful ~onsideration m~1t be 
given to the effect such a demonstration would have on public opinion general11 
in this country. lleference was made in this connection to the bad impression 
created by the advertisement in the press addressed to Mr. Churchill by the 
Revisionists at the time that he was here during the war. 

It was agreed to refer the matter to a committee to think through forms of 
proper action to be taken in connection with Mr. Bevin I s visit • 

UNITED NATI OMS 

In answer to an inquiry, Mr. Lipsky reported briefly on the work of the 
Jewish Agency in relation to the United Nations. 

Mr. Shapiro drew attention to the intemationnl conference which it had been 
contemplated would be held under the auspices of the ·Torld Car.uni ttee for Palestine 
during the time of the United Nations ~eetin6 • Considerable preparation had been 
made to go forward with the moeting, but as a reslllt of recent advices from Dr. 
Goldmann, the meeting had been called off• 

Mr. Lipsky indicated that the meeting had been called off merely for the time 
being and that it was likely that it would be revived. 

There was a ref ere nee al so to the :possible help of Mr. Sumner Welles with 
whom Dr. Akzin was in touch. 

Mr. Tulin drew attention to the conditions under which the Palestine issue 
might come before the United Nations: 1) some Government might bring it up before 
the Security Council as something that tended to disturb the peace of the world. 
In that case a vote for a discussion to take :place would require the support of 
seven members of the Council, including five members ea.ch of whom had tho right of 
a veto. 2) Great Britain might herself bring it up by proposing a new Trusteeship 
agreement. On the other hand 1 t was possible for :Sri tain aimply to ignore the 
United Nations so far as the Palestine Mandate was concerned and there was nothine 
that could be done about it. It was thus entirely in the hands of the British 
themselves whether they would raise the Trusteeship issue and he interpr~ted the 
postponement of the Conference in London to December ~6 as a means of by-passing 
the United Nations. 

The Chairman indicated that further discussion of this matter lay within the 
province of the Jewish Agency. 

PROPOSAL OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE FOR LA:BOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

Dr. Pekelis said that he had been instructed by his Central Comittee to 
suggest certain concrete demands which might be formulated by Americnn Zionism to 
the United States Government. The Permanent andates Commission had declared 
unanimously that the White Paper of 1939 was inconsistent with policies previously 
accepted by the League; further, by a ·majority vote, that the 1939 White Paper wa~ 
a violation of the Mandate. There was no 1i.milar declaration having similar legal 
significance and fonnali ty on the part of the United States Government. It was 
time that the United States Govemment should make Ul) its mind that as a matter ~ 
international law the State Department should declare the White Paper of 1939 a 
violation of international law and of the Mandate. 

A further step would be for the Department to indicate that th.e \'lhi te Paper 
was also a violation of the Angler.American Agreement of 1924 ( this would be a 
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reversal. of a position already taken by the Department). 

A third point in the declaration which should be sought would consist of the statement that the White Paper of 1922 being an interpretation of the Mand.ate which, in turn, was embodied in the Anglo-American Treaty of 1924, is part and 
parcel of that Treaty and that, therefore, the principle of economic absorptive 
capacity is part and pare.el al.so, not only of international law at large, but of 
the Angl<rAmerican Treaty a.s well • 

Finally, the unanimous finding of the .Angl~American Committee of Inquiry to the effect that the economic absorptive capacity of Palestine at present enables 
100,000 Jews to be settled in Palestine, is a conclusive finding in international law as to the extent of that oapaci ty and that the Government of the United States 
accepts it as such. From this it would follow that the restriction on the emigra­tion of the 100,000 Jews to Palestine is a violation of the criterion of the 
economic absorptive capacity and of the White Pgper of 1922, and so implicity, also, of the Anglo-American Convention of 1924. 

This should be incorporated in a note to the :Sri ti sh Government - the demand of the United States Govemment being based on the existence of tho Treaty. The degree of concurrence between the Presidential statements and the State Department policies and the 1dllingness of the latter to do something which is within its 
power . to do could be tested by such a proceeding. 

In the course of the brief discussion that followed, it was suggested that it would be most unfortunate if occasion were now given to our Government of entering into a legalistic discussion with respect to the present situation. 
Moreover, there was the danger that the :Sri tish might thereby be afforded the 
opportunity to propose submission under the Charter of the whole issue to the 
International Court of Justice, which was not yet even organized. A decision 
might bo a matter of years and, in the meantime, we will be precluded from press­ing the issue. 

It was agreed, in the ciraumstnnces, not to take further action on Dr. Pekells' 
proposal. 

POLITICAL ACTION IN AMERICA 

Dr. Wise raised the question of the public campaign which had been initiated to bring pressure on the Administration in regard to the Palestine issue. It was 
his impression (an impression which on reference to the I,!inutes it was subsequent]7 indicated that he was mistaken) that what had been agreed upon was a campaign · of private and not of public pressure. 

Dr. Wise referred to his interview with the President, details of which he had given to Dr. Silver, following 'tilich a statement which had also been shown to Dr. Silver and which had received his approval. had been transmitted to the Presi­dent. The President had thereupon actod; he had taken certain measures which were embodied in the declaration that he had made. It was a result obtained through private rather than public pressure, although Dr. Wise granted that tho public pressure which had preceded it had produced an impact which might well have had a part in bringing about the statement. There might be differences of opinion as to the importance of the statement, but it represented a continuing action of the President, 

Dr. Wise considered the continuing public campaign as an increasing violation of the spirit of the agreement. In this connection he referred to a postcard 
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issued by the President of the Manhattan Zionist Region and also to a newspaper 
description of a meeting of the Manhattan Zionist Region in which the heading 
read ~~anhattan Zionist Region rebukes Administration -- Lacks Faith in the 
Campaign Promises of the Democratic Party." 

To clarify what had already been decided at meetings of the Cornmi t tee, 
Dr. Silver read from the previous Minutes. He went on to say that the statement 
of the President came as a political move on the part of the Administration to 
counteract the great political pressure which had begun to develop in this country 
as a result of the work which was being done by this body. At the sar.ie time, it 
was his opinion that the issuance of the statement by the President ,.,,as harmful 
and not advantageous. What we were aiming at was not another statement of 
President Truman. We had had such statements before. What we were seeldng was 
that finally, under pressure of the approaching election, the President would use 
the diplomatic channels to bring pressure on Prime Minister Attlee to get results 
-- :publicly to announce those results instead. of issuing another statement. His 
statement was not going to bring the Jews out of the concentration comps. What 
was necessary was to get the President and the State Department to follow through. 
It was not conceivable that the President of the United States had not the power 
to bring pressure to bear on the l3ri ti sh Government to do what the British Govem­
ment stands committed to do and to what our o~m Government stands committed 
through its own official pronouncements. It was important, of course, that the 
ads which are issued by the New York City Zionist Actions Committee should be in 
the spirit of what we wanted to do, and he believed that the advertisements that 
had been published had been in that spirit. On the other hand, we could not be 
held responsible if a District of the z.o.A. went off and said things on its own 
which were not in order. At the same time, he would bring the matter to the 
attention of the z.o.A. Executive and ask them to bring order into their Districts. 

In the course of the discussion which followed., ,frs. Epstein urged that the 
material issued in connection with the public campaign be passed on by a repre­
sentative group -- possibly the !oard of Officers. 

The Chairman suggested that this point might be met by the presence of a 
representative of Hadassah on the Zionist Actions Committee. To have a larger 
body charged with nsponsi bili ty would be to stymie all action at a time \then we 
have ver:, few days left in which to operate. 

Upon a vote taken that the ads which a:ppear in the public press shall, after 
they have been approved by the Zionist Ac~ions Committee ·.but before publication be 
submitted to the l3oard of Officers of this body, five were in favor and six were 
opposed. The motion was accordingly lost. 

It was agreed, in conclusion, that there be a meeting of the Full Council 
the following Mondey- and that pending that meeting the decision taken at the 
previous meeting of the Executive Committee urging members of the Executive Com­
mittee to refrain from political partisan activities until the following meeting 
would continue to hold good. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:50 P.M. 

A. L. 



• -

• 

CONFIDEHTIAL NO. 104 

AMERIO.AN ZIONIST EUERGENCY COUUCIL 

MINUrES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMi-:ITTEE 

lfovember 14, 1946 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist F.mergency 
Council was held on Thursday, November 14, at 4:30 P.1,i., at 342 Madison .Avenue, 
Ne,,, York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia l3ublick, Phili:p Cru.so, Leon 
Gellman, Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lip sky, Emanuel Neumann, 
Alexander Pekelis, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, David Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

I. B. Berlpson, Simon Federbush, Isaiah L. Kenen, Ignacy Schwarzbart, 
Abraham Tulin, Meyer w. Weisgal, Mrs. Stephen s. Wise. 

:Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harr; L. 
Shapiro, Joseph Stemstein, Abraham Tqvim. 

TELEGRAl." FBOM RADASSAH 

Dr. Silver reported that a telegram had been received from Mrs. Judi th 
Epstein, stating th r...t the Hadassah representatives \·1ould not be back from their 
Convention in time for the meeting of the Executive Corrmittee of that afternoon 
and asking that the meeting be deferred to the following day or to the early part 
of next week. 

Dr. Silver said that unfortunately it would not be possible for him to 
remain over in New York as he had to return to Cleveland that evening. In the 
circumstances, he had indicated to Urs. Epstein that the meeting would truce place, 
but that no decisions involving a vote would be tal:en. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH PRESIDENT OF PRil!CETOM m·IVERSITY 

Pursuant to a decision tal:en by the Council, a letter had been sent to 
the President of Prlnccton University with reference to the non-inclusion of 
a Zionist spokesman in the discussion on the Near East l'alich was to take place 
as part of the cen tena:ry celebrations. Dr. Dodds had indicated that the subjects 
for discussion would have no relevance to the political problems of the area, but,. 
in s:pecifying those subjects, had omitted, presuna.bly because of unawareness, 
the discussion which it had been learned was to talce place on 11The Arab Peoples 
in Their National and International Relationships." 

An appropriate reply had been sent to Dr. Dodds, informing him of what was 
proposed. 
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PUl3LICATIOU OF I-IUl'rI 1 S PERSONAL FILES 

It was reported that a letter had been sent to the Under Secretary of Sta e, 
requesting the speedy release for publication of the files of the ex-Mufti of 
Jerusalem, which had been capturec. by the erican forces in Germany and It.JJ.y 
and which were now in the possession of the State Department. 

REPORT :BY MR. :BEBL LOCKER 

The Chairman welcomed I-1r. l3erl Locker, member of the Executive of the Jcwi si•.L 
Agency directing the work of the London Office, who had come to America on a 
brief visit. 

Hr. Locker e;:prossod his pleasure at meeting for the first time the members 
of the :&nergency Council. In reporting on the situa tion in London, he stated 
that, while there had been a slight improvc~ent in the atmosphere in relation 
to the Government, the change di d not justifJ a'ly f a.r - reaching conclusions. The 
a:ppointmsnt of H_·,., Creech-Jone s as Colonial Socrct :1 ry wus undoubt er'.ly a gain 
because he was both more sympathetic and bettor i nfo 1-med than his p redecessor. 
The Fpreign Oificet however, 1:ras today playing t he dominant role in the Palestine 
situation, thoug the general line was laid down by the Ca'binet. : ·ro Locker 
attributed to ·: ro Creech-Jones the release of the Je,-Jish Agency len.ders, and 
emphasized that no price had been exacted in exchange for this uct on the part 
of the Government. 

He referred to the various conversations which had taken place between 
Jewish Agency and Government representatives and indicated that the former had 
spoken in very direct and forthright tenns. Among the matters raised by the 
Government had been a demand for assistance in putting doTtm the terror and also 
action to reduce illegal imnigration. So far as t he latter was concerned, we hn 
indico.ted that we neither could nor would do anyt hing. As concerns the terror. 
we had emphasized that the Agency condemned the terror but w~s not in a position 
to take direct action against the terrorists. 

The Government was most anxious that we should participate in the Conference, 
but we had made it clear that we could not even discuss this until tho Jewish 
Agency leaders had been released. As Hr. Locker put it, those who were free 
regarded themselves ns morally in Latrun and to participate in a conference with 
the Govemment it was necessary that we should be on the sDme level 1ith them. 

Mr. Locker referred to conversati ons which he had had not only with 
Mr. Creech-Jones, but also Hi th other inisterso He referred, in particular, 
to one mem1)er of the Cabinet who believed in partition and was of the opinion 
that the proper procedure would be for the :British Government to ley down the 
principle, leaving 1 t to the Conferenco to work out details. He was very fri ondly 
to the Zionist cause but was, nevertheless, very irritated by the .Anerican 
attitude. In dealing ,.,1th this, Ur. Locker had said to him thL.t fo!'tunatoly or 
unfortunately it was a fact that there \lore elections in America. eyer:, two years 
and that it was inevitable in this connection that the Zionists should press thei i 
point of view. Regarding the charbe that Anerica stands on the sidelines and 
talks but does not want to help in any wsy, ,-ir. Locker had pointed out that the 
American Government had made various offers with regard to finance and transport 
and he asked the Cabinet Uinister in question wh6th~r :Britain really wonted 
.American military help. The reply to this had been that if America would nerely 
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say that she was reaey- to assist militarily, this would be a tremendous gain in 
dealing with any possibility of an Arab rising. 

-ir. Locker stated that a further elel'!lent in the slight change of atmosphere 
to which he had referred was the fact that the Governr.ient hacl discovered th&t 
the policy initiated on June 29 did not justify itnelf. They seem to have 
thought that if they would arrest the Je\•rish Agency leaders thc1·e uould be an 
immediate outcry but that this \'rould subside and they would then be in a positi ~! 

to deal with "moderates. n The fact was, as he had pointed out, thut the only 
party which had been helped were the Revisionists, while that grorrp on which 
the British presumably hoped to rel~r had, as the votes for Con::;rcss indicated, 
been reduced by so%. 

The British Government was certainly very uneasy about the situation in 
Palestine. This was due primarily, however, not to the terror but to resistance 
of a united Yishuv. They had not succeeded in getting o:ny quislin s. 

In referring to the e,tti tude of Hr. Attlee, ~fr. Locker said that, according 
to reports, he apparently regarded the Jews in Pnlcstine as "pro-Russian, n though 
steps have been taken to disabuse his mind of tl at i□pression. 

Replying to a question about the recent statements by Mr. Churcl1ill that 
Great Britain should hand the Mandate over to the United Nations if she ,1as unable 
to fulfill it, Mr. Locker warned of the dangers involved should the ·!hole 1 ssue 
in fact be tranGferred to the United liations. 

As regards the significance to be attached to the II revolt" of the sixty 
members of the Labor Party on issues of British foreign policy, I-Ir. Locker 
pointed out that this group included some \-rho are by no means friendly and that 
it was not to be inferred that the dissidents wouJ.d be helpful to the Zionist 
point of view. 

In answer to a further question as to whether the Agency ,-,ould enter the 
London Conference if the British Government agreed that the basis need not be 
the Morrison-Grady plan, but at the same time refused to commit itself to any 
other specific basis, Mr. Locker said that a fonnula for Jewish participation 
in the discussions had been reached in September. Since then, ho,ever, the 
situation had changed. The London Conference had been postponed and the Zionist 
Congress would now take place before the talks were resumed. It was his personal 
opinion that in view of the soLiewho.t changed atmosphere \'re hould, \/hile rejectine 
any suggestion that we discuss the 1-Iorri son plan, not be too ri6id in our con­
ditions. 

Replying to a question as to ,-,hether it was true that the British "Imperial 
Defense Commi ttee11 had taken a strong positi on against us, -ir. Locker sru.d that 
he could not confirm that that ,..,as so, but undoubtedly the military were un­
friendly. 

VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF MR. BEVI 

Proposals were made that Ur. Bevin should be seen by a small group of 
Senators representing both Parties and also that such a delegation should see 
Mr. Byrnes. It was reported in this connection that Senutor Brewster had met 
with Mr. Byrnes on Wednesda¥, November 13, and had been surprised to find that 
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i~r. :Byrnes still apparently held the vie,-, which was his six months aco, favoTi ng 
the return of the Je,-,s of Europe to their original hor:ies. 

Certain action had alreaty been token to enlist tle active support of 
Republican leaders and Dr. Silver had been in touch both vdth Sen~tors Tuft an<l 
Vandenberg in that connection. Senator Vandenberg expected to meet ,,i th 1 r. Be in 
at dinner during the week-end. 

It was also reported that i1r. Acheson and Lord Iverchapel had come to rew 
York to participate in discussi ons with Mr. :Sevin and rr. :S.>·rnes. 

In the circumst3Ilces, it would not be advisv.blc to organize dalcgr,tions to 
meet with 1··r. Bevin and Mr. :Byrnes but, at the same time, it would be valuable 
if we could obtain favorable expressions of editorial opinion at th· s time in 
the press. 

BERGSON GBOUP 

Approval was e:xy,ressed of the report in t1at morninb 1s press of the con­
demnation broadcast by the "Voice of Israel" of t 1e :i301\-; son group; it W'lS 
suggested that further action be taken to show, in the clearest way, that the 
Yishuv repudiates this body. 

It was acreed that the mat t er be referred to the Jewish Agency. 

PROPOSAL FOR STATE ,1ENT ON WHITE P APEa BY ST . 1'E DEF ARTIOOTT 

Dr. Pekelis raised agnin the question of t l o possibility of obt 'ning a 
declaration from the State Department regarding the legality of t 1e l it e Paper. 

After a brief discussion, it was resolved tha t no action be taken upon this 
matter. 

00 GRESS DELEGATES 

Mr. Cruso referred to two checks which had been subni tted to him for signa­
ture for members of the Staff to go to the Congress. 

He pointed out that one of these ,-,as in respect of a member of the Staff 
who was going as a delegate for the z.o.A. and, in those circumstances, he felt 
that the z.o.A. should bear the expenses. He o.lso raised the question of 
principle as to whether such expcndi tures in general should not be ap roved by 
the Connnitteet. 

The Chairman suggested that with reg ,rd to the first point, the matter 
should be settled between the z$o.A. and the Finance Comr.1ittee of the Emergency 
Council; the Chairman said, further, that he had felt it appropriate that cert n 
members of the staff who were interested and could render a service should be 
invited to attend the Congress. It should be left to the Finance Committee to 
consider the question of the expenditures involved . 

Meeting adjourned at 6:10 P.M. 
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