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Confidential No- 105 

AMERICAN ZIOMIST EMERGEHCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMHITTEE 

January 29, 1947 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emer~ency 
Council was held on Wednesday, January 29, at 4:30 P.M., at 343 Mc.dison Avenu.e, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presidin~), Gedalia Eublick, Hrs. Moses P. Epstein, 
Prof. Hcyim Finenan, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Isruel C-oldstein, Hrso David J. Greenberg, 
Urs. Sar.1uel 11, Halprin, Ro.bbi lfo.x Kirshblw., Ruboi Irving Hiller, Lrs. David de 
Sola Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Ser;r,1 . 

Daniel Frisch, Isaiah L. Kenen, Arthur Lourie, Sidney Marks, Ignacy 
Schwarzbart, Abraham Tulin. 

:Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Eliahu Ben Ho1i.n, Arnold K. Isreeli, Uilliam 
Kaufman, Leo R. Sack, Harry L-1 Shapiro, :Bcnjmnin Shwadran, Joseph Stern.stein, 
Abe Tuvim, 

DR. ALEXJJIDER H. FFXELIS AlID JACOB FIS@-ttuT 

Dr. Silver paid tri·oute to the memories of two very valued mer.ibers of our 
body, Mr. Jacob Fishman who Jlassed away in Basle ancl D1·. Alexander H. Pekelis 
who was killed. in a t raiic. airplane crash over Eire. 

RESIGNATION OF I.fie ARTHUR LOU1UE, .A:PPOINTIJJE JT OF DR. AKZIN 

A letter from Mr. Lourie of resignation as Political Secretary of the 
.American Zionist Emergency Council was read by i-1:i.'s Shapiro:1 Mro Lourie had been 
req_uested to assur.1e the directorship of the liew York Office of the Jewish .Agency. 
A motion wns m£.de, seconded. and passed thc.t his r esignation be acce]_'.)ted, ,-,here
upon Dr. Silver commended the excellent ·10rk done by l-Ir., Lourie and uished him 
success in his ne\l office. Dr. Silver stated that he had requested Dr. :Benjamin 
Akzin, director of the Council 1s Washington :Bureau, to fill the vacancy created 
by Mr. Laurie's resignation. ~ motion was made, seconded and passed to approvo 
the ap1)ointment of Dr. Akzin to the post of Political Secreta::.7 of the Council. 

REPORT BY HARRY L. SHAPIRO 

A report was rendered by Hr. Shapiro on the present program of the Emergency 
Council: to stimnlate expressions of Americcln public opinim a t this crucial 
period. Some of the st:.rl'f menbers are going to various cities throttGhout the 
country to talk to editors, columnists, corrunentators, etc. for the purpose of 
obtaining favorable editorial comment in news1)npers. Simult~eously ,-,ith this 
campaign, it is planned to have several Senators ana. Ro:r>resentativcs speclc up 
on the floor of Congress. In addition, we are contemplating some newspaper 
advertisements in conjunction with this :program, Pll of which are designed to 
bring the pressure of public opinion on the :British Goverm·entG 



..,. 

• 

.... 2 -

DR. SILVER'S VISITS WITH SECRETARY OF Sr:i:ATE BYRl.'iES AND Al-1:BASSADOR IlW...iRCHAPEL 

Dr. Silve r stated tho.t soon after his r eturn from Basle he called upon the 
Secretary of State, Dnd tho British Ambassador. He reported to the Anb asaador 
on what had taken place e.t the Congress, and the reasons for the resolutions 
aclo,)ted there$ He told them that tho resolutj_ on not to go to the Lonclon Con .... 
fer~nce was a conditional resolution predicated on existing conditions, and 
that if conditions would change the movement would stand ready to c;o to tho 
Oonferenceo He pointed out that tho next move was up to Great :Sri toin who 
could i I1dicate a change in coI1li tions ei the~ by word - by promising_ to 
establish a Jewish State or to revoke the 11/hite Paper -- or "oy deed - by 
starting to move the 100,000. The Ju:ibass ~do r believed the first unlikely 
since it would prevent the Ar·abs f ror.: co!rli11g -5,nto the Conference, but he 
thought ,-,ell of the second sug;;e sti on and Cl.:ic",. that he would fonvo.rd t ~1e idea 
to Foreign Secret a ry Bevin. 

Dr. Silver's intervie,.1 with Socret::1x~r :S.,.·:i.:nes wn.s friendly throuG}.1out, was 
along similar lines, nnd Mro :Byrnes appoarof, Ituch L1:p rcssec1 uith tl1e lJOssibility 
of the second sug-3estion, that of r.1ovinb tLe 100 , u00. He told Dr. Silver that 
he \·,ould request Lord In·7ercha110l to t rtmsni t to :rr,, Bevin his ov.a. cXJ?proval of 
this SUGses tion. A fe,-1 dt\/S l a ter Dr. Sil vor rece.' ved ,-roro. fro:.1 i-1r. Brynes 
that this had been d01:e. 

UR. S HERTO!C r S VISITS ·:!ITH LOY HihIDERSOi{, uE..tJ.r .ACHESOi7 .Alr.D LOP.D IlTVIIaOrI.APEL 

1,rr. Lourie repo.cted that Ur. Shortok' s i ntervi ew with lh·. Acheson was 
rather disconcert1"."l.t:; . He received the verJ clear inp:i:o ssion thn,t the Sto.te 
Departnent was l)roposin6 t".> tu.kc no further action at this point, but would 
watch matters for c;he tine beinb , feeling that it hat1. clone whut it \·ras called 
upon to do. 

Mr. Acheson was a:pparently aware of the cold ir.1:pression he had given 
Mr. Shertok beca·.1se the follo,·,ing day when Mr. Shertol:: sau Loy Henderson, the 
latter 1-,ent out of his uey to be cordial to Mr. S1 ertok and to indicate that 
the State Departnen t was wo.t cl ing tl1e si tuo.ti on in Londo:1 very closely nnd was 
receiving a daily report on r:1atters there. 

Lord Inv0rcho.pel referred in his meot 5.n.:; with Ilr. S21c rtok to :1is earlier 
talk with Dro Silver. He ::;tressed two rioints: t he ir.11)ortnnc o of mo.intaining 
the partnership between tl1e Jews rmd the British, ancl t~1e possibility that 
Great Bri ta~n might abo.ncon her trusteeship over Palestine altogether. ,111en 
Mr. Shertok ~pp eared okapti cal of such g possi bi li ty, Lord Invcrchapol insisted 
that under the present circunst rnccs when the British Amy is a conscript nrny. 
if British soldiers were killed in• Pw. 0s ti1 e the reaction v.t hone uould be very 
strong, nnd a decision \·TOuld be widely populo.r. The Anbasso.dor uas desirous 
that we should do everythin5 :possible to induce the Arrteri. can Governnent to lift 
its irmigre,tion quotas here, stating that this would facilitate British pressure 
on the Arabs anc1 • .Ar. eri can pressure on the British. I,ir. Shertok rej_)lied that 
he ,ras not acquainted with the 2,ttitude of the Anericnn Congress on this matter. 

MR. HERBERT HOOVEll 

Dr. Silver re,orted on his talk wi. th lir. Hoover ,~o was leavi:1g in a fei:r 
days for Ge many to mo.ke a stuey of the German relief p1·oblor.1 for the .Anerican 
Governnent. -Ir. Hooirer was very T.mch of the opinion that all efforts to settle 
Jeus outside of Palestine ,-roulc.1 be unsuccessful. Dr. Silver st~sested to 
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:Ir. Hoover that, after ho had ecen and tDJ.ked to the se peo Jle, he coulcl. be vnry 
helpful if he trould raise his voice at that tine and cler:w,nd their imnediat c 
tr.:msfer to l)alestine. iir, Hoove:t was ver;,r friendl :r to our cu.use, D:::. Silver 
stated • 

.A?:?XJOI.A.TIC.1.~ OF MR. 1!''tNIM 1 S .ACTIVI~IES 

J:·. Silver thnnkecl l!r. Abe ~uvim for havin6 ta.ken compl ot c chn:.'GC of tho 
wo1·l: of the Energency Council during the mer1bers' absence at Baslo, v:.nd for 
hc:i:ring hcndlec1. it so compotcntl.,.r . 

D1·. Silver expressed sa tisfr.cti ,)n thc,t t":10 t1c,1bers of the Council had been 
netrly elected to the Executive o-::.· the J e,.-,i s.1: .A::-::cnc~- , Rabb i \'fol,. Gold .:.u1d 
i.1rs. S8Illuel Hal::., rin, and \'Tish ed. t l1em succes:::; in their no 1 !)Ostn. 

JEUI SH UA?. VRrEBANS 

Dr. Akzin repoi· ted on the annual cour t cs~r call =) aid the PresiC:.ent by the 
N£~tional Ccr:rr.wnder of the J e·rish Uar Vete :.G.Ils , Col onel Rich:.1an. 11hilo veterans• 
prooler-1s were unc.er discussion, the President t.•ra.s in a VO 'r,;' rela::.:eei. frc,--., e of 
mind. However, as soon as Pale:::;tine wo.s rie:1tioned the President rs mien chunged. 
The President told Colonel Richnan thnt ,J~.ch ti ne he thinks a solution of the 
Palestine problem is in vioT,., tho :British bri:1g up sor.1ething, anc. there still is 
no solutiono The President said , ho ·:o--rcr, t:J.at ho continued t o be hopeful. 

BEPORT ON THE LOlIDCN COFF.J:~JCE 

Dr. Silver had just roceiv0d a telephoned r eport of tho p rococdi1bs in 
London. The 2½ hour inf om.al neoting of the Je\:i sh Ar,cn cy lc!'lders ,.-,it: the 
representatives of the British Gove1nn0nt -- the first of an cx1rn ct ed series 
concerned j_ tself exclusively ,ii th tl1e long-tcnn problon mid did not touch at 
all on the present disturoances in Pale rt i no . 

Our people present8d our full r,ro::;r '.)n, Dr. Sil7er ro1)orted, as aGreed u:Jon 
at :Basle -- our great ncoc1 for innigration und our ri eb.ts uno.cr tho l-:andatc. 
They indicated that if any other propos"lS ,-10ulcl b o nRclc they would. be prepared 
to sub:ni t tl.e;.i to the cor.n2etont bodies for consicl.erati ,)n. The general attitude 
of the J3ri ti sh in this first .1eeting ,-,us neg&ti ve to the idea of ~x:trti tion and 
leaned nore to a federalization sc:1er:ie, a nod~fied, libernJ.izod Gracl;r-liorri son 
Plan. 

One of tho Englishuen had asl.:ed if a viable Jeui -;:1 stat e did not i)l'eclude 
c. viable Arab state. I t wus e:::presscd by one or t '/O 3i:.glis 1;10n t:1at they could 
not go bc: .. cl.: to t :1e Mandate, thc.t new situations had developed i:t1ich l:1adc it 
difficult to go back to the ori6inal intent n.nd pur:poso of t:10 :Io.'l'ldate. Tne 
question of in·1 ediato ir.r:!ig ration ,. as raised by our J: coplo. ~he answer uas given 
that the Govcrnnent ~ consider interio noasuros. 

~r. Silver expressed the opinion that the British had not yet closed their 
minds to the subject of pa.rti tion, bttt were maneuverinG to naJ~e the Je,-,s accept 
a cantonization scher.10 t1hich would be an inproved G:i:a~"-Uorrison Pl~1. He 
rei te1 .. ated his conviction that in t~1ose negotiations it Hould be t .. :e last five 
minutes that would count, and that \·re s:1.ould not be in too great a hurry. 
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DEB.A.TE ON s::mATE FLOOR 

i~r. Segal sUsgested that a full-dress debate on the floor of the Senate 
wou.lc"'.. bring the pressure of Anericc,n public opinion to bea~ .. on Great Bri td. n. 

i-~r. Tulin thou£?11t it would be a nistake to have nenbers of the Ser.ate eet 
up at this tine and advocate a Jewish state. He felt that it would bo better 
if they spc-kc about innigration, D.Ps, and our general rights \L'1.d.er the 1:anclo.t e 

with out specifically coning out for a Je,-,i sh state, because a final solution 
at this tine would be to our disadvantace. If we could get i r:1:.ligro:tio:.t on a 
larr;e scale now, perhaps it ,rnuld be wiser to Hait a yer~r or tt·ro fron not-r, when 
the whole international situation could be e:~)ected to ·oe r..oro st r.bilized, and. a 
nore favorable final solution r.1i[j.t t con e into vie,-,. 

lv!rs. Epstein, while expressing doubt as to the wisdor.1 of a debate in the 
Senate at this tine, felt that if such a do'bate were to take plc.ce it nust deal 
,-rith the ultinatc solution of Palestine, juot an t:1e Conference itself deals \1ith 
a fincl solution. 

Judbe 3.othonborg pointed out that the entire nood of the Zionist Ooncress 
had been in favor of presenting our naxinun denands. Furtherr.1orc, he felt that 
sone other step, such as 5etting Secretai-.r of Stn.t e Ua1 .. chall to t~:e D.Ction to 
influence the London Conference, night be nore effective than getting Congress 
to s:_,)eclt up. 

Mrs. Halprin also disapproved of Ur. Tulin 1s suggestion. If the Senators 
now spoke ana. conplctely reversed their prior stand i:i favor of statehood 
it would appear that the United States had reversed its position. 

Mrs, Greenberg thought that a Senate debate at this tine \·1ou.ld be a distinct 
disadvant age for us since Congress is beset with donestic difficulties. Since 
C0116ress had already spoken by l)o.ssing a resolution last year, she felt that we 
should let well enougjl alone and concentrate on other ~atters, particularly the 
problen of conbatting tho recent rise of anti-Zionist propag~ du. 

Mr. Segal stated that it would not bo nccossc'.ry for tho debate in the Senate 
to go into the question of partition vs. a state in all of Palestine. Senators 
could talk about: 1) the Jct1ish plie;ht; 2) displaced perso~s; 3) Jc,.-ish ho:.1c
lcssness; and. 4) Jewish independence, and request our Govcrnnon t_to do everything 
in 1 ts po,-,er to _persuade Great !3ri t ain to alleviate the sit uati ono The press and 
radio would con':'l ent on this anc1 Great l3ri toin wo 1ld get nervous. 

·:r. :Sublick: felt tho.t our friends should not trJJ~ about a viable Jewish state,. 
but only about the rights under the ·.rana.ate m1C: the illegality of tl1e llhi te Paper. 
That the Mandate is unworJ:able should not be the position of our country or of 
any Senator who speal~s on ou1 .. behalf. A 11 viable Je,:ish state" uenns nothing 
politically ooc. is not fortified by ony docunont o. England nust Give us not a. 
"viable Jewish state," but what the i-Iandatc says. 

Dr. Akzin sta.ted that, if it should be decided t o ho.vn a debate in tho 
Senato, tho HI>Oeches noed n ot be too rigid, and tho Senators don't have to be 
too specific in advocating soluti ons. So e 01 tller-. will ri ro"'Jably to.1~: about 
the Congressi onal Resoluti .m of l ast year, others about ) n.rti tion. on t:1e bazis 
of t21.e President I s statc.::-ient, a Jeui sh state in ru.l of ~ ales tine, the displaced 
persons, etc. The central idea that should be cor.u.1 on to r~11 of the sJ_)eeches 
should be the timing of the debate so as to e;cerci se pros~·ure on the :Sri ti sh 
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prior to a decision of tho London Cabinet. 

i. ·r. Sack said that a full dress debate now ,-,ould be a very c'l.~nr;oro 1s thing 
for us. A debate cannot take place unless t,·ro sides of a questi on are 1n'csented, 
and thoU{;h many could ma}::e favorable speeches, very fow in the Senato CD!l nnswcr 
q_uestions 1,.hich will inevitably be raised, such as that of terrorisrJ , Ruo ia, etc. 
Furt:101i-110ro, there arc r.iany new Senators and Rep re son t Lti vos in t:10 ~! resent 
Congress who are not q_ui to as convinced about Palestine as the last Cc.:i1:::;rec"' was. 
llashinGton is of the opi,nion that England is malting an honest effort to solve our 
problen und there arc people who ;.1ay scy wo arc int erforing with those efforts • 
T:1creforc, it might be ,-.riser to have two or three people in ecch .1ouse ncllrn ,.rorth
while speeches and fore go a full dress debate. 

Sur.1:-1arizing the discussi c,n, Dr. Silver scd.d a few important Senators and 
Rep:i.1esentati vcs -- people to ,:hom London listens end watches -- ,-rouJ.d be asked 
to Si) eak up on the floor of Conr;ress 01' on the r ~c1io or in tho neus1xl.j_)ers, within 
a wee:: 01" ten doys. As for the type of Si)ecch that should be delivcl"ed, our 
Congress adopted a resolution a ye~r ago und ought to press for th~t Resoluti on. 
To tcl r about partition ,-:oulcl be out of the questi e,n. 

Dr. Silver pointed out the..t , c had lost nuch ground in Washincton in tho l est 
two or three months bec c.,uso of international events and boc o.us') ,-rn h uvc been loss 
active. The oppositi on has been tvJ:ing ndvuntago of this and lu1s boon G~.ining 
momentum. The tempo of our work □ust be spoodoc. up nll along the lino - in 
Cong1·oss, in our contacts with the Govcrnr.1ont, with tho public pros 8, radio, 
arti clos in □agazinos, meetings, etc. At this tir.10 ,-,hon tho fate of our novcr.icn t 
is being decided we munt work at me,.;:ir.ru.I:-i speed mid i:ntcnsity. Aacric. ~n 1iublic 
opinion must be r.rn.rshallcd quickly und drc1.1atiaal.ly. 

DR. SILVER'S ATTITUDE TOWARD LOMDON TALKS 

r1r. Bublick asked the chai p:1an \\Th ether he ,-ras satisfied the.t the tal}{s n ow 
going on between the Agency and the :British Governnent are conpletely in line Hith 
the Congress Resoluti on. 

Dr. Silver replied that he thought the London tnlks a nistclce ~~d a back-door 
nethod of getting into the Conference. He had sent nevcral cables to London and 
Jerusaler1 to that effect, He thought we were too i!7})atient a11d that we should 
have pernitted the spirit of the Congress Resolution to percolate and to influence 
the general situation. 

DELEGATION TO THE FRESIDID:T 

Dr. Goldstein was of the opinion that it ,1as time to see the President again 
and that he should be ap11roached by a different type of delegati on than in the 
past. Instead of the 11 poli ticLJ. 11 people, we should attempt to get men like 
Bernard B~ruch or ~avid Lilienthal to evoke some action on the part of the Presi
dent. Dr. Silver agreed and suggested that the delegation be arranged under the 
auspices of some other organization, possibly the .Amoricru1 Jewish Conference, 
rather than the Zionist movement. 

BRITAI1T 1 S REFUGEE PRO:POS,AL 

Judge Rothenberg called attention to a report that tho :Brotish Government is 
pro:::,osing to bring 500,000 refugees into England, 80,0CO of wh om would be Jews, 
and expressed his fear that this wa~ a ne\·T trick by tho British to counteract 
our demands for immigration on the basis of the disple.cod persons• situation. 
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Dr. Silver also voiced .his concern over this repo r t. He st r.t ed thc.t t his 
is part of a maneuver which has been gaining momentum over a period of montDs. 
Up until a few months a[;o t he British argument WcJ.S the mili taxy one. They 
have softened that because everyone knows t hey have 100 , 000 t rooJ) S i n alestine. 
Now th Er/ sey: nyou take some refugees, we will t ake some and there ,ill ·oc no 
more l)roblem. n Dro Silver pointed out that that was the very do.n""'c r he :1ac warned 
about \·rhen every-one was stres$ing refugees -- that refugoei sm would ruin our 

• movement. This line of propaganda would bo most difficult to co mtora.ct. 

OIL CONFERENCE 

It had been suggested that a conference should be called on the question of 
oil, similar to the one held in St. Louis l a st ~p ril. Dr. Silver S'\l€gezted that 
Mr. Ben-Horin arrange this im:nedi ately. 

ANTI-ZI Ol'll ST PROF AGANDA 

Mrs. Greenberg called attention to the i :·ic :·car.ing amount of c1nti-Zionist 
propaganda that has been Dpj)earin6 in le n.di n6 l.lf' t;['.si 1es t hroughout the country. 
In this connection, Hro Ben-Horin st r essed t e i m1 orta.'1ce of mak ing contacts 
which ,-,ould have the long-range effect of 11oli tic~l educa tion rathoi .. than merely 
obtaining signatures of various pooplo for state□cnts or articles . Fu.rthermore, 
the anti-Zionist forces in the Stute Department continue to work o.gcinst us. 

It ,,,as decided that the Chairmnn should o.ppoint a committee to stuey- means 
of count.eraeting the r1 se of Arab nnd ot her anti-.Ziol!li s i p ropaganda in this 
country. 

NATIONAL EMJRGllTCY CONFERENCE 

After a brief discussion 1 t wa.s decided to cell another Washington conference 
of our Fanergency Councils for the purrose of brincin6 1;:.:essure to bea:i' on the 
London Conference~ 

BELAr:i: IONSHIP ]ET .lEEN JEUISH AG]~FCY Al-i'":0 Ei1ERGENCY COUFCIL 

It was decided that the chairman should appoint a co mmittee f o1 .. the iJUl'J)ose 
of working out the relc:.tionship betwe en the Jeuish Agency 211 ~ the Emergen cy 
Collllcil• 

Meeting adjourned at 6: 50 P.M. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 106 

AMEBICAN ZIONIST EMERGfflCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

February 24, 194? 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Monday, February 24th, at 3:00 P,M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick Philip Cruso, . 
Rabbi Simon Federbush, Daniel Frisch, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mk. David B. Greenberg, 
Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart, Louis Segal, Hrs. Raphael Tourover, abraham 
Tulin, David Wertheim, B. Zuckennan. 

Mendel Fischer, Dr. Sidney Marks, William Z. Spiegelman. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, William 
Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein. 

REPORT BY DR. SILVER ON THE WJ\SHINGTON CONFERENCE 

Dr. Silver reviewed the progress made at the Extraoraina~J Zionist Emergency 
Conference held in Washington on February 17th. The purpose of the meeting was 
to rally our ow people at this critical time, an4 to get members of Congress 
alerted ag&in to the Palestine problem. All the groups were represented and many 
of the delegates called on their respective Congressmen or Senators during the 
day, singly or in groups. We requested them to submit to us reports of their 
meetings, and many of these reports have been coming in to us, some containing 
very helpful suggestions. 

Dr. Silver added that it was hoped that the matter of Palestine would be 
brought up again on the floor of the House and Senate by a number of Senators 
and Representatives. 

CONTACTS WITH NEWSP.AI-ERS 

Mr. Ben-Horin reported on his visits to Pittsburgh, Chicago, Kansas City, 
Minneapolis and Boston, where he interviewed editors and some radio commentators • 
In Chicago and Minneapolis press conferences were arranged, and in other instances 
individual appointments led to long talks clarifying the Palestine issue. Kansas 
City Star published a favorable editorial. The Chicago Tribune which had taken 
in the past an anti-Zionist stand, published a favorable editorial. 

Mrs. de Sola ~ool related her experience in Atlanta at Hadassah Conference 
where newspaper contacts yielded favorable results for the Zionist cause. 

Mr. Shapiro said that Mr. Ben-Horin 1s trip, as well as Dr. Akzin's and 
Mr. Sack's visits to newspaper editors, were the beginnings of a campaign to 
enlighten editorial writers on the current situation. Every d83' three to five 
editorials reach the office. 
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Dr. Silver thought that the work among the newspapers all over the country 
ought to be accelerated. 

MAGAZINES 

Dr. Silver stated that the magazines did not adequately present the falestinc 
problem. After a discussion with the participation of Messrs. Shapiro, Manson, 
Ben-Horin, and Mrs. Tourover, it was decided to increase our efforts in this 
respect. 

SPEAKERS 1 BUREAU 

Following a question by Dr. Silver, Mr. Shapiro pointed out that the 
Speakers' Bureau had more than 200 speakers, mostly non-Jewish, available. 
Frequent calls were □ade on about twenty of these. Mr. Shapiro stated that 
it was desirable to have a few more lalestinian; speak before University gather
ings of students and me~bers of the faculty. 

Dr. Silver asked that ivirs. S}lepard, Director of the SJealcers 1 I3ureau, report 
to the next meeting on the progress □ade in uniTersities, etc., and that Dr. 
LeSourd and Dr. Voss be invited to sit in at some meeting for a discu;sion of 
the situation with regard to enlightening public opinion. 

SCHOOL OF ASIATIC STUDIES 

Mrs. de Sola fool raised the question of Hebrew studies at the School of 
Asiatic Studies, 

Mr. Ben-Horin replied that this question was discussed by him with Eliahu 
Epstein, Mr. Shapiro and a potential lecturer. There are also some alternative 
schemes for cooperation with academic bodies. 

DR. SILVER'S REI-ORT ON GOVERlOOlJTAL GONTASTS 

Dr. Silver reported that we were concentrating on obtaining some temporary 
arrangement with the view to raising immigration, and many contacts in Washington 
have been made with responsible people and important Senators. 

Before Mr. Hoover left for Germany, Dr. Silver requested him to see the 
DPs, and an arrangement was made to have Rabbi ]ernstein meet with htm in 
Germany. Dr. Silver hopes to see Mr. Hoover shortly again. 

The State Department is favorably inclined toward increased immigration into 
Palestine. Dean Acheson who spoke to Dr. Silver last week in Washington went 
into the subject. It was on the very day that Bevin issued his statement refer
ring the whole matter to UN. Discussion ensued as to what would bappen if Great 
]ritain would refer the matter to UN. Mr. Acheson stated that it was incon
ceivable to him that there won't be increased immigration between the present 
and the time UN hands down a decision. That the Government continues to favor 
immediate and continued Jewish immigration to I·al.estine was also confirmed in 
the course of a conversation which Dr. Silver had with Secretary Marshall. 

Both the Executive and Legislative branches of our Government appear to 
favor increased immigration. But this stand was taken 18 months ago without 
results. Whether the Government is now ready for action or whether it is 
reconciled to refusal, remains to be seen. No decision bas been reached by 
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the British Cabinet as far as we know and it is not likely to be made for a week 
or ten deys. Heaven and earth must be moved to see that maximum ~ressure is 
exerted on the ~ritish in the meantime. (Detailed report on file). 

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION 

A number of suggestions with a view to immediate action were made by 
Mrs. Greenberg, Mr. Segal, Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Frisch, Dr. Silver, Rabbi Gold, 

• Mr. Ben-Horin, and Mr. Tulin. (Details of discussion on file). 

UJA DELEGATION 1S VISIT WITH MR. TR'U?Wi 

Dr. Silver read a telegram received from Rabbi Israel Goldstein giving the 
gist of President Truman's statement to a group of UJA leaders: 

FINANCES 

n •••••• STATEMENT TO GBO'Uf 1-ESSIMISTIC ALIYAH AS WELL AS 

IMMIGRATION HERE THOUGH HE TRIED HAP.D." 

Mr. Shapiro recalled that at the beginning of the year a request was made 
that monthly funds be allotted to the Council for the first three months on the 
basis of last year's budget. This Morning the final install~ent was received 
from JNF. Mr. Shapiro now recoomended that this arrangement be continued for the 
next six months. At the expiration of six months, our needs for the balance of 
the year will be determined and a budget presented. If there ie a surplus, 
additional funds will not be requested. 

Mrs. Halprin suggested that an estimate of current needs be made by a small 
committee to estimate the financial needs. 

It was decided that the Finance Committee prepare a bud.get for further con
sideration. 

COMMITTEE TO COUNTERACT ARAB i ROI AGANDA 

Mr. Shapiro rep~rted that a committee had been appointed to counteract Arab 
and anti-Zionist propaganda. It will start working as soon as Mr. E. Epstein 
can join in its work. 

RELATION OF COUNCIL AND JEWISH AGENCY 

Judge Rothenberg raised the question of the relations between the Council 
• and the Agency. 

Dr. Silver suggested that we wait until the Agency has thought througil the 
problem. Since three or four members of the Agency are present at the Council, 
there is no danger of discrepancy between the two bodies. 

Mr. Shapiro stated that a meeting of a preparatory committee of staff members 
appointed to deal with the question, will be called as soon as Mr. Epstein is 
available. The Committee consists of Messrs. Epstein and Lourie for the Agency, 
JMtzin and Shapiro for the Council. 
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THREE OUTSIDE BODIES INVITED TO WASHINGTON MEETING FEBRUARY 17th 

Mrs. Halprin expressed the view that the Executive Committee should have 
been consulted prior to inviting three non-member groups (Achdut Avodah, Hashomer Hatzair. Zionists-Revisionists) to the Washington Conference. 

Dr. Silver said all three groups were infonned of the purpose of the meeting. With one exception~ they adhered to the limitations necessarily imposed on them and refrained from all discussion of controversial matters. 

PARTICIPATION OF UNITED ZIONISTS-REVISIONISTS IN THE COUNCIL 

The Revisionist application to join the Council was considered. It was 
decided that the Revisionists be represented on the Emergency Council and be 
accorded one vote at Executive Committee meetings and two votes at full Council meetings. 

Meeting adjourned a~ 5:25 f.M . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 107 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGffiCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

March 10, 1947 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Monday, March 10th, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 MadiAon Avenue • 
New York City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver {presiding), Philip Oruso, Prof. Heyim Fineman, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, Mr. B. Netanyahu, Dr. F.cnanuel 
Neumann, Louis Segal, Mrs. luiphael Tourover, David Wertheim. 

Mendel Fischer, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Dr. Ignazy Schwarzbart, Abraham 
Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Israeli, 
William Kaufman, Harold f. Manson, Leo R. Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, Mrs. Blanche 
Shepard, Benjamin Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein, 

SPEAKERS I BUREAU 

• l Mrs. Blanche Shepard reported on the Speakers 1 Bureau. Up to until 22 years ago, Zionists meetings were attended by and large by Zionists, and the 
only contact with Christians was through speakers from the platform, and 
invariably we had Jewish audiences and Christian spokesmen. All the while 
hostile groups were presenting their-case against us on the platforms of clubs, 
churches and colleges. Now a fair presentation of our case is often beard in 
non-Jewish gatherings al~ over the country. (Detailed report on file.) 

.AMERICAN CHRISTIAN FALESTINE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Tuvim reported concerning the Children's Memorial Forest project, 
launched by the American Christian Falestine Committee. It has created a 
feeling of good will in the Christian communities. Inquiries are rapidly 
coming in and requests made for brochures and other material. so that Christian 
children mS¥ bey trees for Jewish children. 

Mr. Tuvim further reported on the fozmation of the "arts Committee for 
Palestine". This project originated on the West Coast and includes a. great 

• many distinguished artists. 

Mr. Tuvim told of seminars and meetings arranged in the last three months 
in 30 or 40 cities. Further seminars are scheduled in a number of other cities. 
The scheme has the backing of the ministers, professors of colleges, directors 
in the social service fields, and other professional groups. 

COMMITTEE TO COMl3AT ARAB PROPAGANDA 

Prof. Fineman reported that the Committee was endeavoring to trace o.11 
media through which Arabs conduct propaganda in colleges and elsewhere in this 
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country. The Committee suggested that a conference of Jewish University teachers 
be arranged so that their advice and guidance may be obtained, and that visiting 
profeseora of the Hebrew University and other Palestinian visitors be asked to 
present a fair picture of the Palestine situation before suitable groups in 
Anerioa. 

Mrs. Greenberg drew attention in this connection to the preaence in AmericR 
of a number of phyeiciane from Palestine • 

Mrs. Tourover urged that the assistance of well-informed atudente be en
listed in the different universitiea. 

Dr. Shwadran reported on the presence and aetivi ties of Palestinian 
students in various American universities. 

UNITED ZIONISTS--REVISIONISTS 

Dr. Akzin read a letter from the United Zionists-Revisionists in which they 
designated as their representatives on the Council: Mr. B, Netanyabu and 
Dr. Joseph Scheehtman; alternates: Leo Wolfson and B. Epstein. Mr~ Net~abu 
will aerve as representative on the Executive Committee. Altemates on the 
Executive will be deaignated later. 

Dr. Silver welcomed Mr. Netanyahu to the meeting •. 

DR. SILVERrs moRT ON GOVEmiMENTAL CONTACTS 

Dr. Silver said that the full implications of the referral to the United 
Nationa and of the American Government 1e reaction to it are not yet clear, and 
a clarification shou.J.d be sought. In that connection a number of people in 
Washington were seen or will be seen in the next few ia¥S, The basic question 
of our attitude before the United Nations will have to await a decision by the 
forthcoming Jerusalem meetinge of the Jewish Agency Executive and the Actions 
Committee. In the meantime, the l!lnergency Council sent a telegram to the State 
Department protesting the imposition of the martial law with the resultant 
economic strangulation of the Yiehuv. 

CYPRUS 

Mr. Wertheim e,tpreesed his concern over reports that Cyprus has reached 
its fullest abaoJ;ptive capacity and that Britain may choose other areas for 
detention purposes. He urged that vigorous action be taken. 

EGYPTIAN VI SAS 

Mr. Wertheim, Mrs. Tourover and Mrs. Greenberg brought up the matter of 
the refusal of the Egptisn Government to issue visas to Anerican Jews going to 
Pale~tine. 

Mr. Manson stated that when this matter was referred to the .American Jewish 
Conference some time ago, an eaaing off resulted temporarily. 

Dr. Silver thought that the matter should again be taken up vigorously in 
cooperation with American Jewish Conference. 
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SITUATION IN PALESTINE 

Mr. Segal read the text of a cable received from the Vaad Hapoel of the 
Histadruth in Palestine, asking for support in view of the deteriorating 
situation in the Yi shuv. He s_uggested that a number of large public meetings 
beginning with New York be arranged, with a view toward stimulating editorial 
comments, appeals to the American Government and legislators, all directed 
toward protesting martial law. Specifically, he ~reposed a meeting in the 
Armory in New York. 

Mr. Sack suggested that m~etings be arranged in the key cities of Boston, 
Detroit, St. Louis and Kansas City. 

Mr. Tuvim said that mass meetings are no longer an effective expression of 
our policy. Of lat-e, they have been largely ignored, 

It was decided that a mass meeting be held at the Armory, subject to securing 
adequate support from the constituent organizations, and. that meetings be held 
in other key cities. 

A discussion then ensued regarding Jew~sh resistance in Palestine, with the 
participation of Mr. Cruse, Dr. Akzin, Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumann. 

:PALESTINE AND AMERICAN POLICY IN THE NEAR EAST 

A discussion took place regarding the effect on Palestine of the newly 
annowiced policy of the American Government in the Near East. Participating 
in the discussion were Dr. Silver, Mr. Tulin, Mr. Netanyahu, Mrs. Greenberg, 
and Dr. Neumann. Dr. Silver summarized the views expressed as denoting t: •• 
the United States should deal with the Near Eastern problem as a whole, no~ 
piecemeal, and that no commitments should be assumed regarding Greece without, 
at the same ti~e, moving toward a satisfactory solution of the ~alestine 
problem. 

It was decided that a memorandum eXplaining our stand be sent to our 
friends, a11d that newspaper ads on the same topic be drafted, both texts to 
be cleared with a committee which the chair would appoint. (Details of the 
discussion on file). 

Meeting adjourned at 6:40 1.M . 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 108 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COI-1MITr:1EE 

April 7, 1947 

• A meeting of the Executive Conmittee of the Americnn Zionist Emergency 

• 

Council was held. on IIoncl~y, April 7th, at 4;00 P.l-!., at 342 i-Iac.ison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, Mrs. Hoses P. :Jps tein, 
Daniel Frisch, •-trs. David :B. Greenberc , !:rs. Sc.nuel 11. Halprin, i.Ii-·- l3. :r::etanynhu, 
Dr. Emanuel Neumruin, Louis Segal. 

Mendel Fisher, Arthur Lourie, Dr. Sidney Marks, Judge Uorris Rothenberg , 
Dr. Ignazy Schwarzbart, Abraham Tulin, S. J. Zacks. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold X. Is~eeli, 
William Kaufmon, Harold P. Manson, Leo R. Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :BenjW'!in 
Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

REPORT OF tm. BEN-E:ORilt OlT OIL DEVELOP.,iENTS 

Mr. Ben-Horin reported on the meeting of the Oil Committee held in Dallas 
last March, at which the situation was reviewed in the light of the forthcoming 
association of Standard Oil of New Jersey and the Socony-Vacuu.r:i Oil Com, any with 
the Ameri.cc.lil-Arabian Oil Company. The Committee members will continue their 
efforts to obtain a more favorable attitude on the part of the oil groups con
cerned, and two of the members will soon come to l ew York for the purpose. 
It was proposed that an oil conference be convened a,gain at the bef;in:iing of 
May to review the situation. 

Mr. l3en-Horin then reported that interesting information regarding the 
interests of tho oil companies in the Middle East cropped u:p at the first 
meeting of the Brewster Committee tmd further light may be throm on the subject 
at its subsequent mcctin6s. 

An exchange of vie,-:s took plnce on the oil si tuntion, ,.'i th the particiJ;ation 
of Hessrs~ Cruse, Ben-Horin, Dr. lreumoon, D1'• Silver, Ur. Tuvim, Hrs. Greenbert;, 
Messrs. Frisch, Sack, 1fetanyahu, Tulin, Akzin, (details of report ru1d discussion 
on file). 

"BEHIND THE SILKEN CUMAI1!" 

Hr,. Gerold Frank reported on the magnificent reception nccora.ed to Bartley 
Orum I s book" 

AHERICAN CHRISTI.AN PALESTI1~ co:"!ITTEE 

Mr, Tuvim outlined the ACPC schedule for seminars to be held in the Sou th 
in the immediate future~ :Beginning with the 14th of April a 2-dey seminar wn.s 

I 
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to be held in Hemphis, followed by the 17th and 18th in 3innincham, 20th ruid 21st 
in iTew Orleans, and 23rd and 24th in Dallas. The events 11rovoked a great deal of 
interest in the Christian communities concerned. 

Dr. Silver askeci. whether the ACPC plDnnec: to come ens t for tb.ei r :;.·e.:;i 0~10,l 

conferences this year and ~1r. Tuvim re11lied that so far they hac1 only the four 
schec.uled. 

• JU1UOR H.A.DASSAI-r 013S~VlJR A'"1 courcrr, l~TilJGS 

• 

Dr • .Akzin reported a request fron lirs. :J:;1stein. that :~iss ZelC:.f'.. Fnn~.: , Presi
dent of Junior H.:;.d <. snah, ·oe admitted l.s o·Jso1--v" r to tl o '.:r:1cr :;cnc:7 Co·J.J1.cil. It 
was decidecl, inviet·J of the fact that t:1is r:lijlt cre~te apreccc"'..ent for too nany 
observers ( there °J eing 9 nutioncl. Zionist :-outl1 Gl'OUj_1 s), to let the matter rest. 

BERGSO I GP.Dur 

Urs. Greenoer6 i nfo rmec.. the meetin_; of t .. 1e incre [~sccl nctivi ties of t 1e 

Bergson f;roup, a C:evelo1>ment \rhich she attribnted in J:)art to t .. 1e tendency of 
the Zionist 6 rou~') S to avoid debating with its repre i:~ ent L.tives on the s :ne j_) lat
fonn. In the course of a lengthy discassion, Hrs. Hal~ rin ro1c~ IIessrs. :F•isch, 
Cruso, Seg6.l, Netanyahu, Tuvim, .i:leum'1!ll, Zc.cks, Sil .. ,er, a.Ylci Rothenber{; exc:.anged 
views regarding the activities of the 3erc;son f; l'OU).) as well as regarding Jmd sh 
immigration to and. resistance in Palestine. Dr. Silver stated thcJ.t there is no 
decision against de bating with representatives of the :Bergson groups ( details on 
file). 

l>ALESTnra AND ANE:RICAl~ POLICY IH THE :i!EAR LAST 

~-fessrs. Shapiro and I1fa.11son reported that n. memorandum recarding Americcn 
policy toward Po.lestine and the Uear East w&.s widely circulated in accordonco 
with the decision of a :prior meeting. It t1as not found possible, however, to 
formulate a newspaper ad, since we dosi reel. to E;,Void getting involved in the 
current controversy 'i.dth regard to .Americn...'1 policy in the lfoa:r East. 

Mrs. Greenberg confirmed the difficulties of composing a worthwhile ad and 
questioned the wisdom of distributing the confidential memorc:.'.n.durJ to ~s large a 
group of people as did receive it. 

Dr. Neuma'ln described the wide distribution of t.1e memornndum, w:1ich wc.s 
necessary to fDmiliurize our friends in Co1:c:·oss anC: elsewhere \:ith the opportunicy
to utilize t'1e present intern~tional situat i on so ,~s to brinG about n. solution of 
the Pnlestine issue in line with .President Trunan I s of ficinl ..,)Olicy. 

Dr. Silver stated th:-.t our I!lemornndum evicc~1tl~" reac:1.ed the peoJ)le in 
Washin6ton; it uas reflected in the questions in tho St~ ·.to Dcpr.rt:!1cnt; .::ms\lers 
were &1ven; the Stute Department, as we ex~ected, rey,lied thc.t t he two problems 
should not be tied together beco.use one wo.s verJ urgent Md the other reciuired 
a long-ronge solution. lJevertheless, the link between them \10.s forcef~uly bro~1t 
to the attention of official circles, end our activity uns not fruitless. 

ACTIVITY OF THE EXECUTIV]; COHI-'ITTEE 

Mr. Segal expressed the feeling that for t e po.st few mont!1s, since December 
1946, the :@xecuti ve Comr:li ttee had not been functioning v.s viGorously c.s before. 
He thought it useful for the ~xecutive Cornraittee to go into the question nnd to 



• 

• 

- 3 -

find the re a sons for this cho.nge. 

Dr. Silver said t :1a t he h~.d me.de mention of thnt sE:me f c..ct to the st n.ff 
of the :lner6ency Council once or twice. However, it should be remer.1bercd th,'.t 
since December many ucti ve me□bers of the Exccuti ve h ,.d been out of the count rJ. 
A second. , loss importDnt reason, was tha t we wore not clc c..r c.s to whr.t line to 
tnlce; the politicD.l situr:.tion in the last few months h r.-.d cho.nged so r D.:::)i clly, 
alr.10s t from ,.•eek to week, tho.t we here di cl not o.ctuc.lly h 2.ve o. cleo.r t ur ~ot o,t 
which to shoot. We still didn 1 t h~ve it. At the title of the London Conf erence 
we h o.do, definite feeling tha.t our Government's a ttitude W[',S f ::.vorable, and this 
was reflected in our own ~ttitul e. Since th~t ti. c ~ najor develoJ~ent h~d 
occurred; Great J3ri t Lin hc.c c..e cided to brin.::; t :1e r.1:.tter ~1 before the UU. :1or 
a time, the British nove left 1.:. s as ouch ~n the o.arl-: a.s it hac: left our own State 
Department. We ask ed. ourselves \\fh8.t line to t ~s;:e. S .. 1ould we oppose referrin& 
it to t :1e UN? S11o'v:lc". we favor it? Then t~1e n..'1.nou.nce.Jent from the :i3ri ti sh Govern
r.ient thc:.t t.1e, :1at t ei' h ·1.c"-n it re all~( been r eferre ~. to the UN ut all; 9'reat 13ritmn ~, 1 ' ' ' t t • ' • • t 1 • • ~ + 'I\" t • 11 • t • t rou..&. y nae.. no E 1 en .on 01 ?;l vi :·i:,; U-') _1e .• t,ncc. J c . .1.-~ ow, ue a1"e s i ur.1. inc o 
see w'rn.t line t ~1e A.Ganc:r h ! Jerusalem uill o.c.0 ~1~, In ac..di tion, .Americnn policy 
in tl1e rear =ast :1as becor.1 0 more closely lirli ~cC: \:i t h :British r>olic;,r i n connec t ion 
with the progran of cl. cl to Greece and Tu.r!::ey. ':i:his ::1?'de our position vis-a-vis 
Washington very delicat e. 

All tais seriously handicaps our worl:. If mass meetin&s are to be cclled , 
ads to be placed in the 110,-,sp t,pers, it oust be clear \/hat they aim at. However, 
from here on we must t;et into high gear. Tho next 4-,5 months will be crucial anct will call for the most intensive nctivity. 

Judge Rothenberg thought the reduced activity of the AZEC Pas due to :ret 
another reason: oajor policy was now "Jein6 decided upon by the Jc\rish Agency 
in this countriJ as well as in Jerasaler.i. This l oft the AZEC with a much reduced 
scope of work and without a real knowledge of the situc:.tion. It 1.1a s true t 1at 
some us sat on the Agency, but the majority of me~bers didn't know exactly the 
state of mind of the Agency. He felt, therefore, that consideration should be 
given to the question he had b rout;ht up at the last meeting -- whether t l1ere 
should be some kind of joint meeting between the two bodies. 

Mrs. Epstein defined the Emer€;ency Council as a public relations body which mobilizes public 01,inion, wd saw no contra.dic t ion between its functi ons and those of the Agency. 

Dr. Silver said that even tho Jm,.rish A~oncy officio.ls had not been so active 
because they, too, had been out of the count ry , The country whicil will be 
decisive in UN proceeding s on Palestine is the Uni tea. Str.tes. Nci thcr the Presi
dent nor the State Department we~c v0 rJ intent on our cause and hud cooled off 
considerc..bly in the last fcv weeks as the rcsul t of a nm, foreign relations 
policy which h ad develop ed and. t l!ken hold O.J. the State Dei->nrt11en t in the last 
few weeks. Our tas1c wc.s to convince the President and the State De11artnent that 
they si1oultl champion our c ause. This was e:::clusi vely the f unctioIJ. of t l1e AZ:JC, 
and it was a very najor function. 

Public rel~tions wor!c ut E.. sr,eedec.-U]..) tempo ,,ould have to "ue c.one in the 
next few months by the Er1erG;ency Counci 1. The A[;cnc: 's work would be the 
preparation of the Palestine case before the United Nations. Ours W£.s the job 
on the .Americun scene, and on that we C:.idn 1 t hn.ve to toke [.n;1 instructions. 
Hatters of policy were not ,.,i t!1in our scope but ,-,i thin t e sco:90 of the uorld 
movement. On the other hand, to follo\·I the intcrpley of .Amoric[.n oil Md 
Palestine was definitely our job. 
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PARTICIPATION OF HASHQi;l1R HA.TZA.IR IN Tm: EXECUTIVE ~~ THE courCIL 

Dr. Ak zin informed the Executive of the request of Hashomer Hatzair for full 
representation in the Council and the Executive. lfotice was tJven at the mectin .. ; , 
in accordonce with the by-laws of the Emergenc;r Council, that the request will Jo 
taken up for action after two weeks • 

1--Ieeting adjourned at 6:f5 P.M. 

] • .A • 
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CONFIDENTIAL~. 110 

.WERICAN ZIONIST DlERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDCUTIVE COMMITTEE 

May 1~, 1947 

A meeting ~f the Executive Committee of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council was held on Mond~, l,!ay 19th, at 4:00 
P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEN'r 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruso, Mrs. 
Moses p. Epstein, Nathan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, B. Netanyahu, Dr. 
Emanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg, David Wertheim. 

Ernest E. Barbarash, Gedalia Bublick, Simon Federbush, 
Isaiah L. Kenen, Dr. Sidney Marks, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Dr. Ipaay 
Schwarzbart, Moshe Shapiro, Yonah Yanai. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, William 
Kaufman, Harold p. Manson, Leo R. Sa.ck, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin 
Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION roR THE LATE MR. MONSKY 

Dr. Silver paid tribute to the memory of the late Henry 
Monsky. It wa.e decided to send to his widow an expression of the 
deep-felt sympathy of the Council. 

PARTICIP~ION OF ACHDUT HAVODAH-POALE ZION 

Action was taken on the request of Aehdut Havodah-Poale 
Zion for full participation in the Executive Committee and the Council.· 
It was decided to accord to thia group one vote on the Executive and 
two votes on the Council . 

.REPORT ON "ACTION FOR PALESTI?IE WEEX" 

Mr. Shapiro reported on the activities of the Emergency 
Council in connection with ".Action for Palestine Week", \7hieh had 
originally been set for May 11-18. \ihen the meeting of the UN was 
advanced, our program had to be moved ahead to M~ 4-11. The response 
~f the communities was magnificent, and they cooperated in all 
suggested activities. The situation kept changing all the time, and 
it was important that we keep the communities advised of all these 
changes. The activities involved newspaper ads in many cities, radio 
programs both of an editorial and of a news character, public meetings, 
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resolutions by City Oouncila, civic erganizations and various Jewish 
groupa. Letters were written to the President by 18 State Governors, 
and it is understood that more such letters will be nitten. Letters 
and telegrams to the President, the Secretary of State, and members 
of Congress arrived in Washington literally by the hour. Letter 
writer• were people of all ranks, from leaders of the communities 
to achoolch1ldren. Only 133 comprunities sent us what we would call 
full reports. Of these, we found that 44 were rwming local programs 
on the radio: 31 had contacted their newspapers; 5? were running mass 
meetings. Reports continued to come in. 

Full cooperation wa.s given to the entire program by the 
parties, especially by the 20£, the Hadasaa.h, and the Poale-Zion. 

Dr. 81lver thanked Mr. Shapiro for hie report and expressed 
his conviction that the work done by the ]mergency Council in stimu
lating .American public opinion during tho decisive days of the UN 
sessions was the major cause for the reversal of the U.S. delegation's 
position on the subject of the appearance of the Jewish Agency before 
the Political Committee of the UN. 

AZEO CIRCULAR OF MAY 15TH 

Mrs. Epstein shA.red the feeling of gratification over the 
AZEC 1 s activities but took issue with the memorandum of the Emergency 
Council dated M~ 15th. She thought that the oamora.ndum was too 
hastily issued and contained some questionable material. She 
questioned the wisdom of the language used therein about the attitude 
of the American Government and of the reference to the Gromyko speech. 
She further deplored its criticism of "Jewish leaders" on the basis 
of a newspaper report. The memorandum went on to take issue strongly 
with partition, and she considered this to be irresponsible at a \ime 
when Zionist representatives sought to obtain American action on the 
basis of the President's statement of la.at October, i.e., on the 
basis of partition. 

Mrs. Halprin ea.id the Bigs.rt article on which the memorandum 
was rel7ing spoke mainly of ffJews", not of "Jewish leaders", or the 
"Jewish jgency". 

Mr. Shapiro said the reference to the Gromyko speech was 
necessary to explain that the argument that a pro-Jewish stand would 
drive the Arabs into Russia's lap was groundless. As for the Bigart 
article, we could only go by the decision of the Congress. 

Mr. Manson quoted from the Bigart article, noting that 
it referred to both 11Jews 11 and "Jewish leaders". 'rhe memorandum 
itself merely reaffirmed the position stated by the Zionist movement 
at the Congress and more recently by a meeting of the Jewish Agency 
Executive in Jerusalem~ Mr. Manson maintained that if any Zionist 
official was working for partition in ~a.shington, then he was 
contravening the wishes of the Zionist movement. Our people throughout 
the country were becoming very confused and wanted to lmow what the 
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Zionist mevement was doing when it adopted a resolution and then 
proceeded to imply that we were for partition but couldn't say so 
publicly. Such action only inhibited them. We were receiving letters 
asking ua for a clear line. They looked to us for gw.dance, and we 
were g1 ving them guidance. 

Mr. Frisch said that he had heard Mrs. Epstein repeat 
twice at this meeting that aomeone in Washington was working for 

• pa.rti tion. He wanted to lmow more a.bout this. 

Mrs. Epstein said that at a recent meeting of the American 
members cf the Actions Committee a atatecont was made t~ the effect 
that, 11\ie are encouraged by the fact tha.t ..... Genoral Marshall stands 
by the statement of October 4th". 

Dr. Silver said that was quite a different matter. Tho 
question was whether the United States had receded from its former 
position, and Mr. Marshal.l's answer was that he stood by that position. 

Mr. Wertheim thought Mr. Manson should have lmown that, 
though Congress made no decision favoring partition, there was no 
decision against partition, and that it waa in the air. We were 
against raising the question, but the trend was not against partition 
as such; it was felt that the Zionists should not take the initiative 
in proposing it. !rherefore, 1t was out ~f place for the Council, in 
its circular letters to the Chairmen, to come out against our "Jewish 
leaders". We should have waited to see if the press story was a 
mistake. 

Mr. Tuvim said he agreed that the sta.tf•s func,ion wa.s 
not to make but to carry out policy. We were in the midst of a campaign 
in the country to keep our people aware of what the situation was and 
what they had to do to change that situation. 

Mra. Halprin said that the Emergency Council consisted of 
several bodies and nobody really bad the right to send out an inter
pretation auch aa that contained in the memorand'Ul:l without ta.king 

this fa.ct into consideration. The ataff of the Emergency Council had 
done a lot mere than ca:rry out directions. There was such haste in 
this matter as had never been shown before. The article appeared in 
the morning, and in the afternoon this memorandum was already dis
patched. The attack on the Jewish Agency contained therein was out 
of place • 

Dr. Silver asked Mrs. Halprin why she identified "Jews" 
or "Jewish leaders" with the Jewish Agenc1. The memorandum contained 
no criticism of the Jewish Agency, end he felt that hors was a hasty 
conclusion. 

Mrs. Halprin s~id that we had won the battle to re~resent 
the Jews before the United Nations; therefore, ,my reference to 
"Jewish leaders" in connection with Palestine was interpreted as 
denoting the Jewish Agency. 
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Mr. Crueo tho~t that much was ga.i11e4 during the UN session. :Sut the UH Committee, it seemed, would inquire regarding the news of the State Department. It was necessary to see to it that 1n its reply, the Department should stress again the demand for 100,000. Secondly, shouldn't the Emergency Council request compliance with the appM]. of the UN Assembly for the cessation of terror in Palestine? 

Mr. Bublickexpressed regret over the profound divisio~ as to views and aims existing within the Zionis\ movement. Homer Biga.rt1s story in the HERALD TBIBUNE, discussed at this meeting, was a case in point. Statements were issued on partition without consultation or agreement. It we.e decided in Basle that we would demand the whole of Palestine. Our case was presented this wa.y before the UN. The Arabs came before the UN and said Palestine was theirs. The question before the UN was, therefores to whom does Palestine -- the whole of Palestine -belong? If some people let it be understood that if we were given partition we would be satisfied, this was done without authority. 

Dr. Neumann remarked that the hour was late and work on the American scene remained to be discussed. 

Mr.lublick.replied that public relations in .America could not be properly conducted unless we knew our stand on partition. 

Dr. Silver said that our official position was given at the UN. What he had said to 55 nations collectively he would not find it difficult to s~ to each of the 55 nations individually. Certainly there was nothing to do but to submit our full case to them. This was no longer quite so simple because our people had gone to certain governments and intimated that they would accept partition-. This, of course, worked against us. 

Dr. Schechtman believed it necessary to take an aggressive attitude toward those who were trying to maneuver the U.S. Government aw93 from a pro-Jewish policy. These people should be made to realize that they will be constantly attacked unless they start acting in accordance with the traditional policy of the u.s. The same applied to Great Britain. The British were certainly going to instigate a very vicious, anti-Zionist, anti-Jewish program here, There was only one way to counterattack this: by a relentless attack ~inst the British policy in Palestine. A few weeks ago, he had raised the question of a ''Black Book" about British policy in Palestine. The Chairman had told us that the Jewish Agency was preparing such a book. However, this document of the Jewish Agency would be a highly official one, and would hardly present the material 1n the style suitable tor a black book. He believed that in this country, where the real battle would take place, our response and our counter-attack should be conducted. under the auspices of this body. 

Dr. Schechtman further asked for additional information with regard to Mrs. lpstein1s statement that Zionist work in Washington ·was being conducted with an eye toward partition. Despite Dr. Silveria e21>lanation, lhere were indications of a dangerous trend. The press had a story that the majority ot members of the Executive of the Jewish 
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Agency in this country had favored Dr. Weizmann's invitation aa the spokesman of the Jewish people before the UN. Dr. \7eizmann had refused, but intimated it was possible he would come in September. Dr. SchechtmAn had the impression that the partition proposal and a general appeasement policy with regard to Britain, for which Dr. Weizmann was responsible, were very much alive. 

He agreed with Mr. Cru.so that the .American Zionist Fmergeney Council should call for a truce in Palestine, but a truce could not be one-sided. Therefore, since everybod¥ agreed that the presont trouble in Palestine originated in British policy, our resolution should state that we wholeheartedly support the appeal for a truce and we believe that the Mandatory Power must show a good example by suspending its policies contrary to the Mandate. We should avoid repeating the blunders of the past when the blame for the trouble was put on Jews only. 

Dr. Goldstein stated that there may be need for assurances that all members of the Jewish Agency Executive would be kept in line. If there was ever a time which spelled the need for collective responsibility, which meant collective discipline, this certainly was the time. With regard to Judge Bothenbergte observation, he thought that it was clearly the duty of the UN to implement its recoilltlendatione and the. decisions made, and that if the question did arise, we should state quite clearly that this implementation was the responsibility of the UN. With regard to the American Government, Dr. Goldstein felt that our experience led us to the conclusion that only when we press, and not when we extol, do we get results, and he felt, therefore, that that should be our line. He felt wary about emphasizing the klerican political interest in a Jewish Palestine. Such reasoning might cause us to lose the ground that we had gained, which consisted chiefly of Soviet Russia's pronouncement. 

Mr. Frisch said that we should pursue our claim on the basis of our historic rights, without stressing any arguments which would involve conflicts between major Powers. He expressed grave concern over the "spokesmen" for the Jewish Agency who apparently disregarded the decisions roached in !asle. Mr. Frisch did not agree that we should inject ourselves into the question ot truce 1n Palestine. 

Mrs. Halprin said that as far as she knew, no member of the Agency Executive had engaged in talk about partition. She felt, however, that unless we began to face the practical realities of the movement, we destroyed any chance at all of finding an acceptable solution. To say that all of Palestine is ours was to ignore everything that had happened of late. It was necessary to be more practical in approach. \7e had ell been talking here about the fa.ct that we want the .American Government to help us. Now the latter had mado its position clear: that it could not support a Jewish State in all ot Palestine; that it was ready to speak about a viable state in Palestine. Nobody could challenge that this wo.s the position of the American Government. Therefore, when our people asked the .American Govern.ment to stand by its position, this was, in offect, what they were asking for. If we analyzed all of the statements made by any nation within the UN we would see that no one suggested more than partition. .u for the Arab 
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intransigence, there is that difference that the Arabs in Palestine a.re 
twice as numerous a9 the Jews. 

(Dr. Silver interjected that they were ten-to-one when the 
Balfour Declaration was issued.) 

As for the u.s. Government, we were trying to act publicly and 
diplomatically at the same time. Now, was it wise to attack the people 
whom we were asking for support? 

Dr. Silver took issue with Mrs. Halprin•s conclusion that 
because no member of the UN would come out for a. Jewish State in all of 
Palestine• we sbouldn' t a.Jk for anything but partition. That was fa.ul ty 
rea.soning and would not even lead to partition. 

Mrs. Halprin said that the two practical alternatives tod~ 
were trusteeship and partition. 

Dr. Silver said there seemed to be general agreement that the 
Emergency Council, through its eta.ff, should work out a. program of public 
relations activities now and for the near future, looking to tho effective 
presentation of our case to the .American public, so as to induce the 
Government to press for its traditional Palestine policy rather than st~ 
on the teAce and seek refuge in neutrality. 

Dr. Neumann said we must not be maneuvered into a false position 
of proteges of the Kremlin. It was necess,u-y, therefore, to explain to 
the press that Russia in this matter, instead of pursuing its usual tactics, 
had come nearer to the American position. Ambassador .A.ustin had said a 
few words to the seme effect. This helped to take the issue out of Big 
Power rivalry. Now is the moment, therefore, for the u.s. to take full 
advantage of the situation. 

Dr. Ne'ml'lmm also suggested another meeting shortly, to be 
devoted entirely to the practical questions of the form which our action should take. 

Mr. Netanya.hu suggested a ceeting to discuss the basic differences between us. 

Dr. Silver said that that was really a job for the Actions 
Committee. Reverting to the previous discussion, Dr. Silver said tha.t 
partition was on the record; nations had discussed it; Grom1ko had proposed 
it. The business for us was to insist on a.11 our rights to Palestine; the 
various proposals would be considered. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that 4\merican traditional policy wa.s not 
clear. President Roosevelt had once issued a. statement for a Jewish State 
in Palestine; then came a statement against a Jewish State; then a state
ment for partition. Why rely, in particular, on this la.at statement? 
lie must go ahead w1 th the full Zionist program. As for the USSR, her 
major propoaal was not partition at all, but bi-nationalism. By her recent 
statement, Russia had demonstrated that ehe did not consider the Arabs a 
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factor and, therefore. !ritish tears that the Arabs would fall in the 
Soviet sphere were pure fiction. Be agreed with Mrs. Epetein that the 
compatibility of ~erican interests and a Jewish Palestine should be 
stressed in private talks. 

Judge Rothenberg cautioned against interpreting the Russian 
position • 

Dr. Silver said it was perfectly proper to suggest tha.t, due 
to the Russian suggestion, the problem of Falestine seems to have been 
lifted out of the realm of power politics, 

Mr. Friedel ea.id the only positive result of the UN session 
had been the Russian pronouncement. ~e should not feel, howevor, that 
we already had Russia backing us. Russia was interested in getting 
England out of Palestine. .All the talk about partition was really a. 
discussion of tactics. From the UN deliberations there did not seem to 
be any hope that they would at this moment agree to a Jewish State in all 
ot Palestine; therefore, the only solutions which really existed were 
those mentioned by Gromykos either a. dual state, or partition, 

Mrs. Epstein said that it seemed clear tha.t we were not ready 
for a policy directive. She denied the implication that she wanted us to 
push parti t1on. She agreed that partition would come up anyhow. As for 
the Government officials, we should be firm, but polite. 

Meeting adjourned a.t 6s45 P.M, 

B. A • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 111 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDCUTIVE COMI1ITTEE 

June 4, 1947 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist :hergency 
Council was held on Wednesday, June 4th, at 2:30 P.H., at 342 dn.dison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PP.ESEtl'r 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presidi~g~, Geda.J.ia :Su'blick, flrs. • Chava Cohen, 
Prof. Hayirn Fineman, Leon Gellman, ars~ Benjumin Gottesnan, Dr. Jo seph Schechtman, 
Louis Segal, 9ha.rles Sheman, David Werthein, Yonah Yanai. 

Ernest :El. Barba.rash, Paul L. Goldman, Dr. Ignacy Schwarz~art. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Ho1~n, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, William 
Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

OOllESE>ONDENCE lJITH STATE DEPA.'tffl-Gll!T ON PUBLICATION OF MUFTI ?-ZATERIAL 

Dr. Akzin reported on the letter sent to the Secretary of State, on request 
of the Jewish Agency, to remind him of the urgent need to publish material 
available in the State Department regarding the ex-Uufti • s pro-Nazi activities. 

AMERIO.AN CHRISTIAN PALESTUlE COMMITTEE 

Mr, Tuvim reported on a highly successful National Seminar on ~alestine 
held by the ACPC in Highland Parle, Illinois, on May 29-31, 1947. There were 
present Christian communal leaders from 68 communities in 27 ~tates. The dis
cussion was on a high level, and the interest manifested was more intel,lse than 
at a Jetrieh meeting. Mrs. :Blanche Shepard had done an excellent piece of 
organi e:ing in connection with this seminar, in association with Dean H. M. 
LeSourd and Dr. C.H. Voss. 

NEW YOBK UNI'VERSITY COUFEF.El!CE 

dessrs. Tuvim and :Ben-Horin reported tha a Conference o~ th~ !-Iicl~le Ea.st 
will be held this week under the auspices of Liew Yor:,;: University. Among the 
speakers ,-,ill be Senator Brewster, IIr. Ben-Horin, Hr. :Buxton, I!r. ~1owrer, and 
Mr. Foh~. 

Hr. J3en-Horln and 1-Irs. Shepard contributed. in c;reat me asure to the holding 
of this ~onference. 

- - . 
Nrs. Gottesmrui expressed the desire that the constituent groups be informed 

in advnnce of conferences such as the one in New York University. 
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TRADE UBI ON O~OE ON PALESTillE 

t::-i.~. Louis Segal informed the meeting of the highly successful Conference 
of Trade Unions for Palestine held at Atlantic City abo11t ten deys o,GO• ~he 
conference was very gratifying and showed that the Pn.1.estine cause enjoys a 
great deal of support in trade union circles. 

REPORT ~y DR. SILVER ON THE GmERAL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver reported that, des:pi te some opposition, the Jewish Agency had 
been able to secure the aereement of the UN Special Committee on Palestine to 
have a Liaison Officer of the Agency attached to the Committc~. A great deal 
of material had been prepared by the .American Section for submission to the 
Committee. It was understood that no decision had been reached by tl;le Committee 
as yet regarding the question of visits to tho DP co.mrs, but that this question 
would be taken up in the course of the OoJllilli ttee 1 s stey in Palestine. 'J,'he 
details of the Jowish appeara.11ce before the Committee in Palestine would be 
settled by the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem •. The American Section_ had...J?ro:posed 
th~t the parties not represented. in the_ present Coalition E::ec~ti ve . Qe cons!ll ted 
regarding the character of this appearcmce •. The Actions Connni ttee meeting would 
seemingly be postponed till July. A plenary meeting of the Exec~tive of the 
Jewish 4gency hn.d been c~led for June 15th. 

. . 
Mr. ::Bu.blick asked for info ma ti on on the reported invi tc:..ti on to D1~. Weizmann 

to appear before ~he Ulr Commi ttec on behalf of _the Yi shuv • 
. 

In reply, Dr. Sil ve_r. stated that his 
to the 1 terns ,,Jhich ap]_1earec~ in the press. 
regard.i?J.g such Dppearance. 

. - -
l~owledge of this matter \·ro.s linitcd 

He had not been consulted by anyone 

Dr. Schechtme..'1 thought that Dr. Weizmann's appearance he.d major political 
ilUJ.)lications and that both this body and the .Americl'.n Soction of the Agency 
Executive ougit to talce a stand on it. 

. 
Messrs. Segal and WertheiM qu.estionecl. the right of the Emergency Council 

to interject 1 tself in the question of Dr. l'Tei zmanl). 1 s testir.1ony on behalf of the 
Vaad Lewpi, since this wns a matter which c1ic1 not concern the Americcm scene. 
The point of order raised in this connection by Hr. Segal was ~held b;r the 
Chai rma.r;i. • 

t1-Ir. Shennon rd sed the question of Mr. Ben-Gurion' s public stateruents 
E:1.dvocating a Jewish State in part of Palestine ond tho continuation of the 
Mandute in the rest of the country; he said thr.t the Achdut H~vodcll issued 
a public statement denouncing i-Ir. Ben-Gurion I s position, mid he believed that 
tho lmergenciJ Council sho';l1d also tclte a. stnnd in this matter • 

Dr. Schechtman asked, in the light of the discussion, what wc..s the scope 
of the activities of the Emergency Council. He thought that . every Zionist 
body in any country may ex:press its views on an7 question v.ffecting the world 
Zionist movement and press for th~ acceptance _of these views. 

_ Dr. Si.lver ~xplained that the proper sco11e of the :!Jm~rsenc;r C~mncil ~1as 
to conduct political_ and public· relations uork in Anerica. 'l'l1e boey often 
depated other questions as. well, but refrained from votinb- on them. !ncti vi due.ls 
and individual parties mey-, of course, issue :public statements on such other 
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questions, and he, personally, had issued a. statement with recarc'. to Irr. :3en-
Gurion •~recent speeches. 

. -
Hr. Ben-Horin qttestioned the wis~9m of the o.ppo!_ntment of lir. Ebrn, a _major 

in the :Sri ti$ Anny. w~th British connections, as Li~ison Ofi':cor o-.7 the Jm1~1 
Agency with ml international cornmi ttoe. He em~a.sized that the ~o~~Bri tinh 
mer1"aers of the Committee · would tenc"'i. • tQ consider him o.s re:vrcse~ting :3ri t::sh as 
well as Jewish interests, and ,-,ould, therefore, be reluctant to enter ,iith hi]!t 
into free, informal exchange of views. Independently of his personal qu....-,J.ities 
.ll1d ability, his usefulness as liaison officer would, therefore, be minimized. 

Dr. Silver stated in ropl:" that tho news stories to the effect th a t IIajor 
Eban had been appointed as Agency liaison Hi th the Comni ttce were premature 
and una~thorized. • 

Mr. Tuvim expressed his co11cem over the :prevalence of :British subjects and 
people with a definite pro-Dri tish Enpire outlook among those who conduct the 
United ~ations uork of the Jewish Agency. 

Dr. Silver stated in reply that the number of such people is not larGc, 
a.nd that provision has been made for many non-Brltish subjects to be associ ated 
with tht s work. 

Dr. Schechtman stated that . the parties \..hich do not DarticipD.tc in the 
prenent Cos.JJ. tian Executive have, among their members, mruiy peopl~ Hi th poli +ical 
a.bili ty and knowledge who could contrl bute greatly to the poli tic c:'l uork of the 
Jeuish Agency. This wa.s certainly the c~se within his own pa1 .. ty. He sug,-;ested 
that steps be taken to ensure the coor,e rc1 ti on of s 1ch reo:ple in t!1e Acenc;:r I s wo rl:-. 

. - . 
Dr. Silver sai.d that tlii s seemec1 to be o. leGi, tirnate suc..:,-esti on uhich should 

be taken up with the proper authorities. 

DR. SI1y:JR1 S P.EPORT Olr THE WASHIUGTQlT SITUATIOlT 

_ Dr. Sllver reported on his recent consul tD.ti ons in. iTashin:;ton whicJ::i showed 
that . officic~ls of our Government have nm, t ,kon the line that nothing sl1ot·.lc. be 
done to prejudice 9r to infJ.~ence tho fi!ldings_ o'! t:1e Un~ ted llatio~s SJ.:,eciD.l 
Oo~mittee, and that therefore any expression of .Ar:ieric:m policy _at this point 
would be pr~mature. In a general uay the:" asserted that, 11 t 1ey stood by the 
.KmericBn policy", but uhen asked. to define tl1~t polic;r, they inva.rlably were 
9.uite vague. This attitude ,-ras extrer1ely dangerous in that it meant that our 
Government was continuing rui utterly passive policy anc" was doing nothing to 
indicate to those other governmen to \·!hi ch were· wa.tchi ~G l7ashinGton that the 
United States would like to bring about n fair, y,ro-Jeuish solution. ':;;he 
efforts now being r.1ade in Washtngton ,1ere aimed at e.xr>lnining the da11,;erous 
implications of this attitude, both to high Executive officials and to le6is-
lati ve leaders of both parties. A grco.t many people belonbing to both categories 
were see!), and it Wc),s hoped that more would be seen in the immediate futuro. 

drs. Gottesman thought that, since American officials hesi tat ea. to maJco a 
public statement regarding their pro-Zionist stand but ass'1red us that their 
stand remained unchanged, thoy could. makn their views known inforinally e.:'!d quiet'ly 
to those other governments which would like to have an indication of .Au erican 
policy. 
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In reply, Dr. Silver said that the prineipal difficulty \iitl1 the E:::ecutive 
officials was that they did not take µs into their confidence regardinG either 
the details of their policy or the steps which they were pr8]_1ared to tal-~e in 
order to have this policy carrien out. 

BESIST.A1:TCE IN PALESTINE 
. 

. An exchange of views took place on questi9ns connected wt th t:1e Jc,.•1:i sh 
resistance in Palestine, with the partici1Jation of Prof. Finpw:i.n, Dr. Silver, 
Mr. Sherman, Dr. Schechtman, I-ir. lTerthoim, 1irs. Gottesmon, :.rr. :Ben-Horin, 
Hr. Yanai and Mr. Goldman. It was decided to continue this c.."'Cchange of views 
at the next meeting of the Executive Committee. 

SITUATION I~T CYPRUS 

Dr. Schechtman read a cable recci vod th ..:-.t aftcrno,n by the United Zionists-
Revisionists from C:,prus, as follows: 

"LEFT SHLICHIM ORGAUIZJD POG:lOlI o.r ]ETA?lII. !IlliY UO'ttrnTID. 
:BET.AR ROOHS DESTROYED. TirE SHLICHIII JUTI:OUl!CED 13R0~2 
STRIFE. EVERYDAY HE;T OU':'RAG!JS. S.O.S." 

. .. . .. . 
Dr. Schcchtr.ian sugGes_~ca. that, without inquiring int.9 the id.ep.ti ty_ of ti1ose. 
res:pon~i bl e for the clashes.,_ the Enere,enc:r OotL'l.cil should send an D..j?J?G ~.1 for 
truce, ~c1 should ta1.:e such other r.1e r,snres as M5.ght ensure the iIT.1ec:in:li e stopping 
of inte1"-p~ clashes in the DJ? cnxnps in CYJ1rus. 

. . 
Dr. Silver suggested waiting for tuent;r-four hours until the i-·eiJort could be 

substp.ntiated; should it appear that yi0lent clashes dia. take place , n suitable 
appeal for truce would be sent by the Enerf;ency Council, niter consultation uith 
the leaders of the constituent gro~ps. 

IIeeting adjourned at 5:00 P.H • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 112 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 14, 1947 

~ meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Monday, July 14th, at 3:00 P • . 1., at 
342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Philip 
Cruso, Natan Friedel, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Hrs. Samuel W. Halprin, 
Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Louis Levinthal, Rabbi Irving Miller, 
Dr. B. Netanyahu, Louis Segal, Charles Sherman, David Wertheim. 

Mendel Fisher, Dr. Sidney Marks, Judge :Berna.rd Rosenblatt, 
Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Dr. Ignacy Schwe~rzbart, Uuma Torczyner, Abraham 
Tulin. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Arnold x. Iereeli, TTilliam Kaufman, Dr. 
Benjamin Shwa.dran, Harry L. Shapiro, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF .t\OPC 

Mr. Tuvim reported on the activities of the American Christian 
Palestine Committee and its plans for the fall and the coming winter. 
He informed the meeting that Dean LaSourd was resigning as Director 
of the Committee to return to full-time teaching. The ACPC had not yet 
decided on a successor. Dean LeSourd's last significnn.t activity as 
Director ~as a trip to the Coast, where he spent about two ~eeks doing 
a magnificent job. In San Francisco, for example, there uere 11 meetings 
in 3 d~e; he also had 2 or 3 radio intervious. The uork on the Coast 
begun with this visit ~as now being follouod up. 

During the summer there were going to be 10 or 12 Fello~ship 
meetings, Christian Youth Conferences, and Summer Sossions of Christian 
Ministers. It was understood thnt at several of them, ACPC speakers 
would participate. In addition, 3 ~CPC seminars were planned for the 
fall in Toledo, ChicAgo, and Minneapolis . 

Special attention was being devoted by the ACPC to the colleges, 
and an Intercollegiate Christian Committee for Palootine was being 
sponsored at this time, with the p~rticipation of various Christian 
educational groups. It w~s hoped that Hillel and IZFA would cooperate, 
wherever possible acting as tho liRieon between the Christian and tbe 
Jewish student bodies on ea.ch campus. 

Mr. Shapiro and Mr. Tu.vim, in reply to a question by Mrs. 
Halprin, gave information regarding the position on the fRculties. 
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REPORT ON PETITION OF GOVERNORS 

Mr. Shapiro reported th~t 18 State governors had signed a 

uniform letter to the President: 6 had sent individual letters. It was 

hoped that more signatures would be forthcoming within the next few 

weeks • 

ACTION BY 30 REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMEN 

Dr. A.kzin reported on Congressman Javitz• initiative with regard 

t~ the Palestine question. Together with 29 other Republican Congrossmen 

interested in the question. he addressed an inportroit comr.1unication to 

the Department of State. A second letter te ?Jessrs. Marshall and A.ustin 

was being contemplated by the group at this tioe. asking whether the 

Government intended to announce to the UH its firm adherence to declared 

American policy on Palestine and its willingness to participate in a 

s~lution along the lines of that policy. The Congressmen also thought 

of introducing a formal Resolution calling ,;.>on the Executive to assert 

American policy as defined by Congress. Uhen consulted, we took the view 

that such a resolution should have bi-partisan rather than purely 

Republican backing. 

REQUEST TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT ]OR PUBLICATION OF DOCUMENTS RE MUFTI 

Dr. Akzin stated thAt, following our exchange of letters with 

the State Department at the ond ~f 1946, asking it to speed up publi

cation of the material which it had regarding the Mufti's collaboration 

with the enemy, we had now received a reply stating that the analysis 

of the material is still unfinished, and ad.ding: 

"In view ~f the fact that this work is still 

in progress, the Department considers that it would 
be impracticable to consider the matter of publication 

at this time." 

In reply to the query of Mr. Segal whether the material could 

not be published by some outstanding publisher, it w~s explained that 

presumably the srone material had alreAdy been published in a very 

effective forn by the Nation Associates and eubnitted to the UN to

gether with their Meoorandum to that body, as well as by the ACPC. 

FARmLL TO JUOO.E LEVINTHAL AND DR. GOLDSTEIN 

Dr. Silver, on behalf of the American Zionist :Emergency Council, 

bid God speed to Jttdge Levinthal and Dr. Goldstein, wishing them success 

in their missions to Europe and Palestine, respectively. 

In reply, Judge Levinthal a~id he lmew that Dr. Goldstein's 

visit to Palestine would be more delightful than his. He realized 

that the position of the DP1 s 1n Europe was becoming m~re desparPte 

from day to day. He was grateful to the At'lerican Section of the Jewish 

Agency for having Joined with the other 4 cooperating agencies or.dorsing 

his appointment to this very importMt assignment. He believed that Jn 
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the highest level - especially the War Department - there was great 
sympatey for the DP 1s and he felt that they really wo.n.ted to make the 
lot of the Jewish llP's more comfortable. He was particularly pleased 
to note that SecretA.ry of ~ar. Patterson. without any loading questions 
from hi~self, seemed to realize that the real solution was resettlement. 
and resettlement in Palestine. 

REPORi BY DR. SILVER ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver reported that the GoverD.I!lent was unwilling to reveal 
its position a:rry more than it had already done. It was unwilling to 
make any further public statonents. If pressed. Government officials will 
sey- • as they did s~ to the Senatore who called on Mr. Marshall and to 
others. that the American Government has not dcvinted froo its position 
on the subject of PA.lestine; th~t it ~as fully aware of the co?IlI:litraents 
which it had made; but that it did not regnrd it as opportune to make any 
public declarations at this time in further amplification of its position, 
lest it be interpreted as AA effort by our Governrnont to exercise undue 
pressure on the UN Committee of inquiry. 

Mr. Oruso asked whether the UN Co:r:nnitteo had consulted the 
.1merican Government prior to its depFl.l'ture. 

Dr. Silver s~id there was no indication of this and he do1bted 
it very much. Continuing his report. he said th~t if one were to try 
to analyze the present thinking of the Governr:ient, one might draw the 
conclusion that our Governmont, as of the moment, had no crystalized 
policy but that it was leaning increasingly toward the British position. 
If anything, thought was being given to some forn of Trusteeship, with 
a certain amount of Jewish ir.unigration, and a lessening of the rigors 
of the land restrictions. Certainly there was no affirmative attitude 
toward a pro-Jewish solution. or there would have been a greater readiness. 
on the part of public officials. to take us into their confidence. instead 
of the stand-offiehness displeyed at present. 

The Government might be relying on the UN Committee bringing in 
more than one recommendation, and might be hoping that the solution could 
be found within the frA.Cework of that re~ort. At the sruno timo, it should 
bo pointed out that no statement had corn.a forth from the GovorMent 
brushing off its commitments previously made on the subject of Palestine. 

Dr. Silver suspected that the Adtlinistration 1 s eagerness regarding 
the Stratton 13111 sprang partly from the hope that pnssage of the bill 
would remove the pressure in connection with Pnlestine. This w~s also 
why the American Council for Judais□ was so very active in sponsoring 
the bill. Dr. Silver fen.red that our Governnent, instead of regarding 
Palestino as a groat American cause. regarded it merely as a great 
embarrassment. 

In reply to Mr. Segal. Dr. Silver inforned the meeting about the 
contact maintained with leading Republican Senators, notably with the 
Chairman of the Foreign Relations Conrnittec. It w~o fully realized that 
Republicnns were now in control of Congress. He outlined certain further 
steps that were intended in order to bring the seriousness of the situation 



• 

• 

• 

- 4 -

to the attention of the Executive and of members of Congress. 

Mr. Cruso asked whether the American Brrmch of the Jewish Agency 
had decided on any directives to the Emergency Co~cil. 

Dr. Silver said it had not; this was an American problem. to be 
decided by the Dnergency Council. 

Mr. Segal said that in the cooing t~o months, everything possible 
had to be done to mobilize public s~port. To that end, he offered a 
number of suggestions. (Details on file). 

Mr. Wertheim noted tho lack of clarity in the situation. We did 
not know whether ~e wanted our Governr.ient to s,~pport or to reject the 
findings of the UN Committee. Hence, we would not know what to ask of our 
friends. He wondered whether we had any infornation or advice fron the 
Jewish Agency on this score. 

Dr. Silver replied th~t the Agency had received no information 
from Jerusalen, but that, judging by press reports and other sources, 
three blocs were seemingly developing in the Committee -- a pro-Arab 
bloc, whose spokesman was the Indian; a bloc of those somewhat more 
favorable to us, the nucleus of which was among the Latin Americans: and 
the remainder, whose attitude it was too early to foretell. In the cir
cumstances, we were in no position to sa:y that we were prepared to accept 
whatever the Committee would recommend. The likelihood was that there 
would not be one recomnendation, but a number of alternative recommenda
tions. The feeling now was that the Committee was not inclined to favor 
either partition or the full Zionist demands. They wore probably leaning 
towards some kind of cantonization. 

But what we were concerned with at present was not the attitude 
of the UN Committee, but rather the attitude of our Government. 

Mr. Torczyner felt that public pressure at this moment would be 
out of place. 

Mr. Tu.vim thought that our activities should revolve around our 
indi!JJ)uta.ble right to ask our Governoent to stFUld by .Arterica.n policy 
vie-~-vis the Committee e.nd visa-)t_vis the UN. In addition to the discreet 
work along these lines, we could develop two types of mass-action: a 
petition caopaign throughout the whole country; and, as pa.rt of that 
campaign, at least 10 State Conferences of All Zionist narties in 10 St~tes 
east of the Mississippi, at which our progrM should be-clearly voiced. 
At these 10 conferences, the top loaders of our move~ent should be assigned 
as the speakers. Conferences in Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York and Missouri would be especially ioportMt. He did 
not think street demonstrations a.clvisnble at this time. 

Dr. Akzin said that governcental opinion was not much moved of late 
by e,tpressions of platonic public sympathy. The international situation 
was too a.cute for such expressions of aympa.tey to coi.mt. The one argument 
that otill counted with the £dministration was the political argument. 
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The Administration wae becoming very election-conscious, and the time had 
come for us to show our resentment at its equivocal policy by appropriate 
means. 

Dr. Goldstein thought that favorable editorial comments ought to 
be stimulated to a larger extent than recently. As for Mr. iertheim 1s 
query regarding our precise demands, he thought that we should ask of the 
Administration that it declare itself. He did not think it safe to wait 
until some time close to September 1st. He would rather assume that the 
American delegation to tho UN, and probably the Latin-American countries, 
were getting advice formally or informally from tho Stato Department even 
now. This meant that the Government's point of view was already being 
crys talltzed. 

Dr. Silver drew attention to tho editorial in this week's COLLIE.R1S. 

Mr. Cruso felt that parlor conferences with political figures were 
inadequate. He was prepared to support Mr. Segal.ls proposals; he agreed 
with Dr. Goldstein. Through a petition on the one hand, state conforonces 
on the other, we should let the Administration feel the mood of the Jewish 
and non-Jewish public in the United States. 

Mrs. Halprin c~utionod against acting unwisely or prematurely. 
Public demonstrations at this time were both premature and unwise. Before 
we tried to get the Government to express its opinion we must try to see 
to it that the opinion should be a favorable one. The emergence of two 
mutually opposed blocs in the world complicated the picture. Military, 
political and economic considerations affecting U.S. interests counted 
for the ~oment more than covenants. We must try to ascertain whether the 
military and some of the oil circles could be made to see that Jewish 
Palestine would coincide with American interests. The purely political 
approach had led to disagreements in the past. The present was certainly 
premature for this. Public demonstrations should be held in abeyance until 
there is evidence of crystallization of Governmental policy. 

Judge Levinthal agreed with Mr. Torczyner and Mrs. Halp~in with 
regard to public pressure at this time. On the other hand, he agreed 
with Dr. Akz1n 1s proposal of unofficial private meetings with representative 
political. figures. Leading Zionists who counted in their conmunities could 
discuss the grave situation with editors, radio commentators, members of 
Congress and others. 

Mr. Sherman felt it w~s tqo late to do sonething before the 
Committee issued its report, simply because we had no rallying point for 
our action. Before the Actions Committee meets and shapes Zionist policy 
there ~as no new proposition we could present. The UN Committee would 
probably bring in more than one recommendation: some of them undoubtedly 
favorable to us. That would be the time for which we should reserve all 
of our demonstrations and mass actions -- the timo bet~een September 1-15. 
In the meantime, we should cryetaD..i~eour own thinking. 

Judge Rosenblatt informed the meeting of the land case and 
emphasized that our Government will have to take a stand on it very soon. 
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He was going to ask the State Departoent to bring the matter up before 
the International Court of Justice. 

Mr. Segal said we could not afford to wait for the UN Committee 
to issue its report before approaching the Government. Hence, his proposals 
for immediate action. He thought, coreovar, that this Committee was not 
functioning as well as it should, or else it would have ~et earlier, with
out an interval of several weeks . 

Dr. Silver announced that this Committee was going to meet regularly 
from here on -- every 10 deys or two weeks. He thought that it was much 
later than it seemed; it might be almost too late. The UN Conmittee would 
be completi?l&-~\s work iP.,,falestine by the 20th of this month; it was going 
to Geneva and':'"Wi.te its F~b~t. He doubted veey nuch whether our Government 
would wait until the beginning'of September, when the report is officially 
presented, before making up its cind; it was presumably making up its mind 
now. Therefore, the time to approach it was now. That being so, sooe of 
the techniques suggested would take too long; for example, the petition, 
which would take a conth to get organized. We had to use more direct and 
quicker methods. Mr. Segal 1s first proposal sounded promising and we should 
ascertain its feasibility. Other promising avenues uere the letter of the 
governors and the clergymen's petition signed by thousands of the American 
Christian community. This had been going on for several weeks, and should 
be accelerated. Another project which he favored was the one mentioned 
by Dr. Akzin. ~e had a Political Actions Committee in 1946 which did a 
very good job. To use a similar approach was still nore importMt now, 
when everybody was already planning strategy for 1948. Consequently, 
within the next two weeks the local and national committeemen of both 
parties, particularly of the Democratic Party, should be seon, and be told 
how much the Jewish community is perturbed by the Government's attitude. 

Mr. Segal moved to proceed along the lino which Dr. Silver had just 
outlined. The motion was carried unanimously. 

ZIONIST l!l.tERGENCY COUNCIL FIN.ANCES 

Mr. Shapiro reported on the budget of the Council for the period 
Octobor 15, 1946 to June 30, 1947, giving the expenditures for the 8½-month 
period, month by month, as: 

October 15 - October 31, 1946: $12,767,95 
November 1946: 56,139.68 
December 1946 34,828.04 
January 1947: 48,350.84 
February 1947: 47,291.41 
March 1947: 65,062.78 
April 1947: 85,760.58 
M~ 1947: 64,725.89 
June 1947: 46,446.80 

or a total of $461,373.97 spent to date. The total for the year, at the 
expenditure rate of the first Si- ~onths, would be $651,351.48. However, 
anticipating that September and October would bo heavy expenditure months, 



• ✓ 

• 

• 

- 7 -

Mr. Shapiro asked this body to approve the following expenditures for the 
remaining 3ft-month period: 

July l - 15, 1947: 
July 15 - .A.ugust 15, 1947: 
August 15 - September 15, 1947: 
September l&-October 15, 1947: 

(end of the fiscal year) 

approximately $25,000 
50,000 
75,000 
75,000 

or a total of approximately $225,000 for the balance of the year. This 
would bring the total up to $686,373.97, as against a total of $710,859.27 
spent the previous year. 

These figures had already been discussed by Mr. Shapiro with Mr. 
Frisch. There was some discussion of the budget and it was moved that, 
subject to the checkup and approval of the Finance Committee, the budget 
be approved. The motion was unanimously carried. 

STUDY OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCE OF AZEC FOR COMING YEAR 

Mr. Segal moved that opportunity be given to the Executive Com
mittee in September to study the functions and activities of this body 
for the coming year, as well as next year's budget. Motion unanimously 
carried. 

"AMERICANS FOR HAGAN.All" 

Rabbi Kirshblum brought up the question of the organization, 

"Americans for Hagana.h". (Details on file) 

Meeting adjourned at 5125 P.M. 

B. J. • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST PXERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF (INTERIM) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

.lugust 25, 1947 
CONFIDENTIAL NO. 114 

A meeting of the (Interim) Executive Committee of the -'merican Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on MondQi', August 25th, at 5:00 P.M., at 342 
Madison .A.venue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Beinush Epstein, Berl Frymer, Mrs. Elliott Glassberg, Mrs. Benjamin 
Gottesman, Yechiel Greenberg, Jacob Marrus, Charles Sherman, Jacques 
Torczyner, Henry Weissman. 

Ernest Barbarash, Eliahu Epstein. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, .Arnold K. Israeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. 
Shapiro, Joseph p. Sternstein. 

Mr. Shapiro called the meeting to order explaining that it was an 
interim meeting called in the absence of most members of the Executive 
Committee in order to deal with the emergency created by the Exodus in
cident. He proposed the election of a temporary chairman, but since no 
nominations were made, Mr. Shapiro presided over the meeting. 

Mr. Shapiro reported about the steps taken when the British Govern
ment announced that the Exodus passengers would be returned to Germany • 
.A.tour request Mr. Swope got in touch with Mr. Baruch who requested Secretary 
Snyder to intervene. Mr. Sack was in touch with the Department of State, 
and it appeared that several urgent communications were dispatched to the 
American Ambassador in London instructing him to intervene with the British 
Government. Mr. Buxton contacted Mr. Hutcheson with the view to intervening 
with the President. Senator 01Mahoney called on the State Department to 
urge action. Public demonstrations and picketing of British Consulates took 
place in various cities. A large number of telegrams from different cities 
were sent to the Department ef State. There were some good editorials in 
the New York and Washington press and in papers throughout the country; 
the Emergency Council received many demands from our friends all over the 
country asking for a boycott of British goods. 

A discussion developed regarding the advisability of a boycott. 
It was suggested that the meeting should request the Actions Committee now 
aitting in Zurich to give special consideration to the question 'of a boycott. 
The suggestion was supported by Messrs. B. Epstein and Manson. Messrs. 
Marrus, Frymer, Torczyner, Sherman, and Mrs. Gottesman and Mrs. Glassberg 
doubted whether such a recommendation could be made by this meeting without 
further study b7 the Emergency Council and by its constituent parties re
garding the advisability and feasibility of a boycott. They thought that 
special attention should also be given in any study of a boycott to the 
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possibility of British economic reprisals against tho Yishuv. 

Mr. Marrus suggested a large delegation representing many Jewish 
organizations going to Washington and presenting themselves at the White 
House. Mr. Torczyner thought that the i:iain action should be reserved 
for the near future when the United Nations Report will be published. 
Mr. Sherman favored an official delegation of the American labor movement 
proceeding to London to discuss the Palestine issue with the head of the 
British labor movement. Mr. Frymer was in favor of extending the picketing 
of British Consulates throughout the country. Mr. Weissman thought that 
the forthcoming negotiations for a new British loan would offer a better 
opportunity for demonstrating the intensity of Jewish feeling against 
Britain than a boycott of British goods a.t this time. Mr. Ba.rbaraah thought 
that the many British subjects in this country who are importers of British 
goods might inform British authorities of the damage which British policy 
in Palestine is doing to their econonic interests in America. 

It was decided to cable Dr. Silver that the question of the boycott 
was discussed by the Er.lergency Council, that opinion was divided, that the 
need for further study of the subject was felt, and that the Actions Com
mittee was asked to give the matter some thought and to ad.vise the Emergency 
Council. 

The meeting terminated at 6:45 P.M. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 115 

AMERICAN ZIONIST :EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September l?, 1947 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Wednesday, September 17, 1947, at 4:30 P.M., 
at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presidi.ng), Gedalia J3ublick, Philip 
Crueo, J3einesh Epstein, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Prof. Hayim Fineman, Natri:m 
Friedel, Paul Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, 
Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Charles 
Sherman, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Numa Torczyner, Jac~ues Torczyner. 

Ernest E. J3arbarash, Dr. Simon Federbush, Mendel Fisher, Rabbi 
Wolf Gold, Judge Bernard Rosenblatt, Abe Tulin, Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, William Kaufman, Harold P. 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran. 

REPORT BY DR, SILVER ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver stated that the next few weeks or few months would 
probably be the most critical in the history of our movement. He commented 
on Secretary Marshall's statement made before the UN Assembly that morning, 
declaring that while it was not as clear as we would have liked, it neverthe
less included two important statements: 

(l) A strong affirmative Position seemed to be indicated.in the 
statement that the American Government "intends to do everything within 
its power at this session of the General Assembly to assist in finding a 
solution for this difficult problem." This permitted us to hope that 
America will not sit on the sidelines but would take a leading part. 

(2) His closing sentence, ~While the final decision of this 
Assembly must properly await the detailed consideration of the repcrt, the 
Government of the United States gives gre&t weight not only to the recom
mendations which have met with the unanimous ap~roval of the Special Committee, 
but also to those which have been approved by the majority of that Committee", 
was a fairly strong statement. It remained to be seen how this would be 
followed up. There were many forces at work to try to shift the American 
position somewhere between the majority and the minority reports. Undoubtedly 
Great Britain would attempt that; her position was a powerful one in the 
Assembly because the majority report charged her with implementing it. 

Dr, Silver stated that he was hoping to see Mr. Marshall within 
the next few d~e. He was in touch with the members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, including the Chairman, as well as with the Leader 
of the Minority, John W. McCormack. Every member of the U.S. Delegation 
to the UN had been seen. 
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In reply to a question by Dr. Goldstein as to when the matter 
might come up for decision, Dr. Silver stated that Mr. Shertok had hA.d 
a talk with Trygvie Lie but did not get a final reply. The road would 
not be smooth: Md we must prepare ourselves for a few unpleasant sur
prises before a decision was made. 

In reply to a question with rega.rd to Russia's attitude, Dr, 
Silver said there was no indication that the Russian attitude had chru1ged. 
Some of the informed circles felt thA.t the Russian delegation had not yet 
made up its mind, though the Czechoslovakian, Yugoslav and Polish delegates 
had made up theirs. 

Mr. Tulin said he understood that the Russian deleg~tion will 
come out in favor of the Majority Report at the last minute and not before. 

REVISIONIST ADVERTISEMENT; ATTITUDE TOWARD UNSCOP P.EPORT 

Mrs, Halprin felt that the most important thing we could do at 
- -

the present ti~e was to present a united front. SepA.ratist steps such as 
the recent Revisionist ad destroyed this unity. She thought this Committee 
should exert pressure and discipline the Revisionists. 

Dr. Silver reported that the matter had been tRken up at that 
morning's meeting of the Je~ish Agency. What was more serious than the 
ads which had Bppeared was the information conveyed to us that a spokesman 
of the Revisionist Party had called upon the State Department and made 
representations against the Majority Report. The Agency decided that a 
communication should be sent to the Revisionist Party in this country, ad
vising it of the resolution of the £ctions Committee, and that such conduct 
by then was a violation of Zionist discipline. A co~nunic~tion was also 
being sent to the other parties, ad.vising them that all political action 
should be reserved to the Jewish Agency. 

Dr. Goldstein asked whether the insertion of an ad could be 
considered a broach of discipline, Dr. Silver replied that it could not; 
parties were free to carry on the advocacy of their positions:but they had 
no authority to go to government to place their position. 

Mrs. Halprin said that it had been felt by the Agency th~t it 
was definitely a disservice to give the impression that we were not united 
as regards the Majority Report. Washington evidently WR.nted to do what the 
majority of Jews wanted; the nd merely showed that the Jews themselves were 
not united in wruiting the Majority Report . 

Dr. Silver said that, whatever our opinion of the nerits of the 
ad, we could not stop any Zionist party from carrying on propaganda for 
its views, but we could stop it from making representations to governments. 

In reply to a question by Mr. B. Epstein, concerning the official 
Zionist attitude towards the report, Dr. Silver read the resolution ad~pted 
by the Actions Committee . 

. Mr. Epstein said that according to Dr. Silver's statement, the 
Actions Cornr.iittee had not as yet accepted that report. Dr, Silver confirmed 
that it hadn't. Propos~ls would be ma.de to change the unsatisfactory 
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features of the Majority Report. What would come out of the UN as the 
final action of the UN we could net foretell. When it emerged, then our 
movement would take definitive action. As of the oomont, we were backing 
the Majority Report. 

Mr. Ben-Horin referred to the presence of unsatisfactory features 
in the Majority Report and thought that in the circumstances no iionist 
spokesman should express too much satisfaction with the report. Moreover, 
it might be helpful to h;\V'e a g:coup within the Zionist movement take a 
stand against partition, 

Dr. Silver agreed that it was desirable to show that there was 
considerable dissatisfaction with the report. On the other hand, it wns 
dangerous to carry t.his impression too far. 

Mrs. Ha!prin insisted that the Revisionist nttitude implied an 
unequivocal rejeetfon of the whole idea rather th&J. the desire for im
provenents. Therefore it was hamful. 

Dr .. Goldstein recalled. that during the discussion of the Political 
Cornoittee of the A~tions Com~ittee, a distinction was drawn between ap
proaches to governments and governmentA.l officials -- a field reserved to 
the Agency -- and -~he right of every party to express its views on the problem. 
Therefore, tcchnic a.J.ly the Revisionists were within their rights. Dr. 
Goldstein took issue with the threat of irredentism in the Revisionist ad 
but thought that their opposition to partition in principle would not harm 
its chances because by this timo our Government knows pretty well how to 
evaluate the relative strength of various Jewish bodies. 

Mr. Tulin said ~e were faced with t he problem of getting our 
Government solidly behind the Majority Report. Even if they lmew that 
the Revisionist Party represents only a minority group, Government officials 
could use its opposition as o.n excuse. ill Zionist bodies in .America are 
subject to the decisions of the Emergency Council, and the Emergency Council, 
in his opinion, ought to insist on a united front on this question backing 
the Agency. If any reservations were to be made, let the Agency make them. 
He also criticized the ad for repeatedly calling the Negev a desert. 

Dr. Silver suggested that the Revisionists be persuaded to act 
in such a wey as not to harm our work within the next few weeks. 

Mr. Bublick stRted that, although he had voted in the Actions 
Committee with the majority becA.use ho felt that any other course would 
ham our cause, he did not thereby surrender his conviction as a member of 
the minority, and he would continue to stand for hie o~inion. He agreed 
that no one had a right to take up the rnatter with the-State Department, 
but he refused to be bound further than that. In addition, he was con
vinced that expressions of dissatisfaction with the Majority Report would 
be helpful. 

Concluding the discussion, Dr. Silver said there are some who 
are opposed to partition under any and all conditions; there are others 
who are opposed to the Zionist movement advocating partition as a solution. 
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He. personally. had been among the latter from the very beginning. He 
felt that we should present to the world a statement of our full rights. 
Anythi~g else was politically undesirable. And if we insisted on our full 
program. sooner or later certain proposals would be made to us from others 
that might become the basis for discussion. When the UN Committee finally 
brought in proposals, and brought in partition as one of the two possible 
solutions, and, after studying the report, most of us felt that this might 
be the basis for discussion, the only logical thing for us was to say so. 
We could have taken the position of those opposed to partition in principle 
and said that, inasmuch as this report suggests partition, we reject the 
report. The movement was not prepared to . take that position, nor was he 
personally prepnred to take th~t position. Consequently, we took the position 
that this Majority Report may serve as a. basis for solution. As for the 
Revisionists, they are opposed to partition in principle; they voted against 
it in Zurich -- that was perfectly pro~er. Still, we have a right to turn 
to the~ as responsible Zionists and say that, inasmuch as the matter was 
voted upon and was now cooing up for decision, they should not do anything 
at this moment to scuttle it. 

Mr. Cruso asked whether the effort to persuade the Revisionists 
would deal with their negotiations with the Government or with propaganda 
activities. Dr. Silver replied th~t the position on negotiations was clear. 
At Zurich another party was subject to severe criticism because it, too, 
went to a government without authority. 

REPORT OF MR. SHAPIRO ON CURRENT ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Shapiro reported that a pamphlet was boing prepared on the 
Mufti which would be ready by the 25th. It was hoped that the press would 
use it as a basis for stories. It would also stimulate the demand that 
the State Departcent publish its documents on the Mufti. Drew Pearson, in 
his column on September 14th, had stated that since the State Departcent 
would not publish this material, he would do so, and proceeded to give what 
he calJ.ed the "most pertinent of ther.1 1t. Of course, it would be much more 
effective if the State Department published these documents. 

PRESS REACTION TO MAJORITY REPORT 

In reply to a question by Mr. Bublick, Mr. M&1son said that the 
Zionist reaction to the UNSCOP Report was sent out to tho local Emergency 
Council Chairmen. with instructions to stinulate favorable press comr.ient. 
A lerge number of editorials had appeared in the press. We- were preparing 
a pamphlet, to present a cross-record of the ~erican press on the report. 
An overwhelming ~ajority of the press had enphasized the coilll'.)romise 
character of the Majority Report-which. while not entirely satisfactory to 
anyone, represented the best possible solution. 

In addition, the Council had been in daily contact with newspaper 
columnists and radio commentators. For the most part. this had been re
flected in the comment. 

In reply to a question by Dr. Silver, Mr. Manson said that in 
every principal city in the country there had been at least one newspaper 
editorial favorable to the Majority Report. It ~as necessary, though, to 
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furnish the press with material pegged to the latest developments. 

Mr. Manson further explained that efforts were made to emphasize 
the significnnce of the Exodus affair, nanely, that it occurred after the 
UN report had been made public, and that this represented an affront to 
the United Nations. 

POLITICAL DISCUSSION 

Dr. Silver stated that the action of the American Jewish Com
~ittee had been helpful and that we were hoping to get so~e other 
organizations to take similar action. 

Mr. Numa Torczyner asked whether there was any information with 
regard to the British position. Dr. Silver replied in the negative and 
added that subterraneously the British had begun to obstruct the Report. 

Mr. Sherman reported that the Workmen's Circle had tA.ken a 
positive step with regard to Palestine and had recommended the acceptance 
of the Majority Report, therefore for the first time favoring a Jewish 
State. Furthemore. the International Ladies Garment Workers' Union had 
adopted a resolution favoring the Majority Report. The Executive of the 
Jewish Labor Committee was to meet this weekend at Asbury Park; the 
Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion was an affiliate of this Committee, and Mr. 
Sherman suggested that his organization attempt to obtain favorable action 
by that body. 

Mrs. Halprin said a suggestion had been made to have so~e Jewish 
firms put ads in the papers backing the Majority Report. Dr. Silver 
wondered whether such a campRign might not be interpreted by members of the 
UN as an effort to stampede them. 

Dr. Silver suggested th~ desirability of having a chain of news
papers publish a sorial story on the Mufti, his Nazi activities, etc. 
He also suggested that efforts be made to obtain the signatures of State 
Governors for a collectivo telegram to the President and the Secretary of 
State. 

Judge Rosenblatt asked whether, in view of the possibility that 
Britain might refuse to implement a UN decision, the Jewish War Veterans 
in America should come forward and provide the necessary manpower on a 
volunteer basis. Mr. Cruso mentioned that in an open letter- to the 
Secretary of State, tho Jewish Uar Veterans had already put forth this idea. 

Mr. Numa Torczyner, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Sheman, Judge Rothenberg, 
Dr. Akzin and Dr. Silver expressed grave doubts as to th0 advisability 
of this course. 

Dr. Akzin, in this connection, suggested that we back a brief 
interim period, with neutral nations providing commissioners and a small 
retinue of officers and non-commissioned officers, but with the bulk of 
the men recruited among Jeus and Arabs, who would serve in their respective 
areas. This solution was preferable, fro□ our point of view, since Great 
Powers, once they get into a country, prefer to st~ the~e. The shorter 

j 
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the interim, the easier it would be to obtain the consent of tho neutral 
countries. A two-year period was unnecessary -- the machinery for es
tablishing new states was the electoral machinery for n constituent 
assembly and a provisional government; this usually consumed a few months. 
Thig plan would reduce American fear of the Soviets talcing undue a.dvnntago 
of the interim, and it would eliminate the whip which Britain now holas 
over the State Department through its threat to withdraw. 

Dr. Goldstein asked what were the chances for improver.tents in the 
geographical parts of the Majority Report. 

Dr. Akzin said that in trying to get new Jerusalem incorporated 
in the Jewish State, we would have a better chance if we tied it up with 
thoso holy placeo that had been neglected in the Majority Report: Nazareth 
and Hebron. We should suggest that all the bona fide holy places should 
be provided for, but only those. Geogranhical contiguity was not im
portant for a special regime of holy places. 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE HAGANAH 

Mr. Sherman brought up the question of the activities of the 
"American Friends of Hagana.h11 • - (Details on file). 

ROSENBLATT LAND CASE 

Judge Rosenblatt reported that the Jewish National Fund had now 
agreed to assist in bringing the case before the Privy Council in London. 
There was a hearing scheduled for the beginning of October, asking for 
leave to ap~eal to the Privy Council. After consultation with competent 
persons, it was decided not to submit the case formally to the Department 
of State before the UN Report is in and the Privy Council hearing has been 
held. 

LAWYERS I MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Silver referred to the mernorA.ndum on "The Basic Equities of 
the Palestine :Problet1", which had been prepared by a. group of eminent 
judges and lawyers on the initiative and with the active cooperation of 
Mr. Tulin, and congratulated Mr. Tulin on this excellent document. 

Mr. Tulin stated that the people who signed this menorandum had 
been deluged with requests for copies by a great many importrmt people -
judges, etc. They all said this was extrenely useful: that they had never 
known these facts. Therefore, he felt that many more copies should be 
printed Md circulated. The cost was not very great. Dr. Silver agroed 
to have this done. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 

B.A. 
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OONJ'IDJBTIAL NO. 116 

AMERICAN ZIONI~ EMERGfflCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OJ MEETING OF EXEO"CJrIVE COMMITTEE 

Ootober 13, 1947 

A meeting of the lxecu.tive Committee of the American Zionist 
lmergency Coi.mcil was held on Mon~, October 13, 1947, at 3t3O P.M., 

at 342 Madi son Avenue, New York City-. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia l3ublick, Pinchas Oruso, 

:Beinesh Epstein, Mrs. Moses P. Jtpstein, Leon Gellman, Paul Goldman, 
Mrs. David :B. Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Max nrshblurn, 
Judge Morris Bothenberg, Louis Segal, Charles Sheman, David Wertheim, 

Yonah Yanai. 

Dr. Simon Federbush, Zvi Heman, Dr. :Bernard Joseph, Dr. Leo 
Lauterbach, Dr. Sidney Marks, Dr. Mordecai Nurock, Dr. Ignaey Schwarzbart, 

Abe Tulin, Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

:Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu :Sen-Horin, Arnold x. Iareeli, William Kaufman, 

Harold P. Manson, Leo R. Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :Benjamin Shwa4ran, 
Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

RIPORT :SY DB. SIL VER ON THE POLITIC.AL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver spoke of our hopes during these historic dlqa for our 
people. Despite our well-founded fears as to the attitude of USA. and USSR 

and despite the tension between them, these two world powers who disagreed 
on eYe17thing else agreed on a Jewish State in Palostino. He expressed the 

hope that this would be the forerunner ot similar f'avora.blo action from 
now on. 

Dr. Silver then reported on his interview with the J'oreign Minister 
of China from which he had just energedo China1 s poai tion, as originally 
formulated, was negative. After hectie efforts on our part at the last 
minute, the Chinese statement was revised, but 1 t was still far from good. 
It now seened that China might even adopt a favorablo attitude to the 
Major! ty Report. Jranoe was also an unoortain element in the situation. 

Success was, as yet, far from assured. Many attompta would be 
made to sabotage and to entangle the issue in red tape. Great :Sri taint• 

position was not crystallized yet. It remained to be seen what forces 
in Great :Britain would ultimately triumph on this iasue; whether statesman
ship end fal'-viaioned diplomacy, or vindictiveness and a doaire to perpetuato 

a banltru.pt policy. 'lhose two forces ms., be personified in tho two persons. 
Creecb-Jones and :Beeley; the two are working at cross-purposes. 

In Palestine the Administration, according to reports which had 
reached ua, waa taking a very surly and resonttul attitude and was preparing 

to evacuate the coimtry like an invading al'JD7 which haa suffered defeat. 
l3ut there, too, the thing waa far trom having been pemanently decided. 
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1'he Arabs hadn 1t plqed their last trick 7et. They woul.4 do eve17-
thing to create an impression of the imminence of war. This they had 
al ready started, by b01Dblng the American Consulate in Jerusalem. Certainly 
they were not through pla.Y"ing for a panic propaganda on the UN. ~ey would 
also speak again and again before the United Nations in an attempt to drag 
the thing out to a point of utter weariness. 

On the other hand, there were bright spots in the picture. !lhose 
responsible for the statement of the American Government were now eager to 
speed aetione The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, Mr. Evatt, in Dr. 
Silveria opinion, was friendly and anxious to get action as quickly as 
poasible. .And certainly with the two Major Powers in the world coming 
out for the Report, we had the beat fi~ting chance we had ever had, 

Dr. Silver then extended a weleome to the guests who were present 
at a meeting of the Executive Oomr.1ittee of the lbergency Council for the 
first time. 

REPORT OF MR. SHAPIRO ON EMERGENCY COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

~e work which the Emergency Council did during the weeks prior 
to the u.s. statement goes back to the time when the UN Special Committee 
on Palestine made its report. Shortly before the publication of that report, 
we alerted our local l!mergency Committees for the action which would be 
required in the weeks and months ahead. Just before its publication, we 
sent out a memorandum asking our people and the parties to refrain from 
making any comment on the report when published end to be guided by the 
official attitude of our movement, which we would ru.sh as soon as fomulatod. 
On September 2nd last, we circulated a Summ~ of the UNSCOP Report. On the 
following dey we info med our Oommi tteea of the ltesoluti on adopted by the 
Actions Committee in Zurich, indicating Zionist policy in the new situation. 

Yollowing the Actions Committee Resolution, our task was \o enlist 
the support of leaders of .American public opinion ond induce them to urge 
th~ u.s. Government to take a strong stand in favor of the MaJor.lty lleport 
in the mr ae a oompromi ae. 

Meanwhile, the Exodus affair was still in the spotlight, and in 
addition to our public relations efforts to make the Exodus story a 
paramount issue of public interest, we also drew attention to the special 
political significance of the affairo Thus, on September 8th we published 
an advertisement emphasizing that the British Government wo.s carrying out 
the Exodus operation seemingly- oblivious to tho fact that UNSCOP had al.re~ 
published its findings, and describing the Exodus affair as a blow against 
the international structure upon which the peace of the world ia to be built • 

Du.ring the f1ret three weeks of September, we concentrated on press 
relations. Hundreds of editorials endorsing the UUSCOP report were published, 
largely due to the efforts of the Council and of local Emergency Committees. 
Newspapers which had heretofore been neutral or even somewhat hostile, voiced 
support of the majori t7 recommendations as an equitable compromise solution. 
In our work w1 th the newspapers our main point was, that the Mnjorl t7 lieport 
is a compromise and an irreducible minimum so far as we are concemede 

We then concentrated on exposing the character of the Arab spokesmen 
and the hollowness of the Arab threats. The widest possible distribution 
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was given to Drew Pearson's expose of the Mufti in hie column of September 14th. 
published in the NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR on September 15th; and on September 26th 
we distributed what has proved to be a most effective memorandum, prepared by 
Mro ~en-Eorin, dealing w1 th the Arab threats of a "break wl th the West" o In 
addition to sending this to all the writers, columnists. radio commentators. 
editors and others with whom our office had been in eon tact over the years, 
we ensured !ts nation-wide distribution to moulders of public opinion, the 
radio and the press, through our local :&nergeney Committees. Many of the 
editorials that had come into our office had borrowed liberally from the 
text of this memorandum. 

Special attention was concentrated on the Administration through the 
good offices of leaders of local commun1tieso ~arti~ular attention was, 
of course. paid to the local political leaders of the Democratic Party, and 
Democratic leaders in all key cities were made &ware of the seriousness of 
the situationo 

Our Washington office had worked ceaselessly throughout this entire 
critical period, and our gratitude was due to Mro Leo 6ack 11 who was in 
constant communication with the White House, the State Department, and with 
leaders of Congress in Washington and, via telephone, with those now in their 
home States. He succeeded in bringing about the intervention of numerous 
people in the first rank of Congress, of the Democratic leadership, and of 
the President1s immediate environment, all of whom visited, telephoned or 
wrote to the Presidento 

After Secretary of State Marshall's first statement before the UN 
and his subsequent meeting with the Arab delegates at Fort Totten, the 
situation was discussed anew w1 th the press, resulting in editorials in 
important newspapers which expressed grave concern over these developments 
and warned that no "deals" must be made with the Arabs at the expense of 
the Jews. Of particular importance was the editorial in the NEW YORK POST 
of October 6thc, Public attention was also drawn to the role of Mr. George 
Wadsworth as State Department advise:r to the u.s. Delegationc, A number of 
wires from leading organizations were sent to the President and the Secretary 
of State, expressing eoncem over his role. 

On September 28th, following Drew Pearson's broadcast, when it was 
felt that the situation had deteriorated, the E?nergency Council was called 
upon to carry out an all-out campaign: our local Chairmen were apprised 
of the state of affairs and were asked to take appropriate action. The 
:Rabbis of the country were asked to call upon the members of their congregar
tions, wo would be assembling in synagogues on the following d~ to 
celebrate Succotll. to take similar action. At the same time, we continued 
to concentrate upon leaders of public opinion, and in most of our communities 
the Mayor, the City Councilmen, the local labor leaders, the service club 
heads, the Manufacturers' Association heads, the ministers. and many others 
made strong appeal e to the 'White Houseo Neeclless to sey, the work among 
leaders of the Democratic Party was intensified. Mayor o:nw;-or had done 
a splendid job; so had such leaders as Flynn. Fi tzpa.tri ck and Hague" Mr0 

Maximilian Moss. President of the Jewish Oommuni ty Council of Erooklyn, 
was extremely helpful in this connection. The Council of Jewish Organizations 
had been very active in this campaign: our thmks were due to Mre Isreeli • 
who was responsible for this aspect, and who had done a splendid job. 
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The response to this appeal on the p~rt of our_ peop~e had been tru.ly 
unprecedented. Not only did we hear from Wael\ington that wires and letters 
had fiooded th.e White House, but we heard the same thing from the u.s, Dele
gation to the UN. Loeal Western Union depots have confirmed the reports of 
our Fmergency Committee Chai ment to g.l ve just one example - one telegral)h 
station in l3rooklyn recorded more than 25,000 wires to Secretary Marshall. 

Cities throughout the country had done splend~d jobs of bringing 
to the attention of our Government the weifjlt of public opinion. 

Of course, all of this activity was reflected in both the news and 
editorial columns of the nation's press. We were deeply gratofu.l to Mr. 
Manson, who had done and was continuing to do a splendid j~b; he had worked 
day and night without stint, and his work was reflected in the numerous 
editorials which appoared throughout the country. 

Our Christian friends again proved most helpful. Speameaded by 
Dr. Henry Atkinson and Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, a joint &ppeal was sent to 
the President end the Secretary of State by 25 of tho most prominent Christian 
religious leaders in America. This was prominently reported throughout the 
country. The local chapter of the American Christian Palestine Committee, 
under Dean Alfango, vigorously cooperated with us on all of our projeets, 
as did the many other chapters throughout the country. 

During those critical deys it was fortunate that tae A.c.P.O. had 
scheduled a number of Christian conferences on Palestine for South Bend, 
Toledo, Chicago, and Minneapolis-St. Paul. These moetings, held dtn'ing 
the days preceding tho u.s~ declaration, proved vory successful, were 
widely publicized, won influential friends for our cause, and stimulated 
our own people. 

On October 6th, we released to the press the action of 35 State 
Govemors who called for a vigorous u.s. stand in support of Jewish rights. 
This was the result of many weeks' work. In this work, Mr. Charles Auerbach 
of Cleveland and Dr. Benjamin Akzin were especially active. 

Mr.- Shapiro went on to sq that a recording had been made of Dr. 
Silverfs speech before the UN Committee; this was being widely distributed 
through the offorts of the local Committee chairmen for rebroadcast over 
many local radio stations. 

The reac~ion to this morning's full-page advertisement, "SHAIJ, D 
SUBMIT TO BLACXMA.IL DIPLOMACY", appeared to be first-rate, Along the same 
lines, a wire ha.d gone out to lea.ding newspaper editors and columnists 
signed by Middle East experts including Jaces G. MacDonald~ )rank l3uxton, 
~artle;y Orum, Frank Gervasi,- Edgar Ansel Mowrer, George L. Cassidy, and 
Eliahu Bon-Horin, suggesting that tho American pross explode the Arab bluff. 
A similar wire wont out over a week ago from Frank Buxton to the editors of 
the nation's loading newspapers, calling for editorial comment in support 
of vigorous u.s. backing of the Majority Report. 

Important work was done in connection with the conventions which 
were scheduled to take place within tho next week. Of special significanee 
would be the forthcoming conventions of the American Federation of Labor 
and of the Jewish War Veterans of the th1 ted Sta.tea-, which was to begin 
its sessions this evening. Mr. Monson had been most helpful in this connection. 
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W'e were new engaged in a. nation-wide effort to make our Government 
aware of the dangers stlll ahead, in respect of attempts to modify and 
whittle down the area of the proposed Jewish State. No doubt those present 
had seen the memorandum and telegram which we sent out last Saturday night. 
Letters from community leaders were now going forward to President Truman 
and Secretary Marshall, at our request, expressing satisfaction with the 
u.s. action to date, but cautioning them against attempts at whittling down. 
The same idea was being transmitted to the press. 

All in all, this campaign was very gratifyingo It resulted in the 
u.s. taking the action that it did at the UNo This was the result of build
ing a machine over a period of the past four years, geared to action at every 
tum of events. There was no sacrifice too great for the members of this 
staff; most of this work was done on a staff level. Our thanks were due to 
them as well as to the heads of all the Zionist organizations, \ho cooperated 
with us 100 per cent. 

Dro Silver stated that the staff had really done an amazing job under 
terrific pressure in these last few weeks, with gratifying results. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS AND DISCUSSION 

Mr. Sack said he was grateful to Mr~ Shapiro for his gracious refel'
ences to the work he had been doingo Never in a long, active life in 
Washington had he done anything that had given him greater satisfaction. We 
had won a great victory, but under r.o circumstances should any of us believe 
or think that we had won because of the devotion of the American Government 
to our cause. We had won because of the sheer pressure of political logi sties 
that was applied by the Jewish leadership in the United States. 

On the day following publication of the preliminaey report of the 
U.N. Committee, the Washington office went into action. Mr. Shapiro hod 
that dcy sent down mimeographed copies of the Summary of the Majority Report. 
The following d~ Mrc Sack received from the New York office a digest of the 
resolution passed at Zurich by the Actions Committeeo In the newspapers 
that morning thore was a quotation from Dro Silver's comment on the prelimi
na17 report. Mr. Sack thereupon wrote personal letters to practically every 
UoSo Senator and Congressman who had over boen at all friendly to our eause. 
Each of those letters contained a briof review of the Majority Heport0 Dr. 
Silver1s comment, the Zurich resolution, and a plea to please write and 
telegraph to the President immediately to support the Majority Report and 
to urge that it should not bo whittled down~ At that time (September 12th), 
Mr. Truman was still in Bio de Janoi ro; Mx·. Vandenberg was just flying ·back. 
When Mro Truman roturnod from Rio de Janeiro, he found awaiting him about 
40 or 50 letters from UoSo Senators and Members of Congress, urging that 
the .American Government support and implement the Majority Report. Letters 
had been sent, among others, to Senators Vandenberg, Capper, White, Wiley, 
Smith (NoJo), Hickenloo~er, Lodge, Brewster, Hawkes (NeJo), McGrath (&,Io), 
Cooper (Xyo), Xnowland (Cal.), Ives (N~Yo), Taft (Ohio), Martin (Pao), 
Connally (iexas), :Sark1E1y, George, Wagner, Thomas (Utnh), Hatch, Murrey 
(Montana)• Magnuson, Myers (Pae), McMahon, Lister Hill; Speaker Martin; 
Democratic Loader McCormack; Rep. Sa.bath and many othors; to Leslie Biffle, 
Secretary of tho Democratic Minor! ty and Mr. Truman is closest friend in 
Washington; to Mro Gael Sullivan. 
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@pealter Martin had issued a statement published in the newspa:pcnJ 
Gael Sullivan had been heroic in support of our cause; Mr. McGrath, two 
weeks before he became Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, made 
an appointment to see the President because he was going to Eu.rope later. 
The d~ he was appointed Chairman, Mr. Sack telephoned to congratulate him 
on his new appointment and asked him to get in touch with the President by 
phone and let him know how upset we were over the Wadsworth appointmentc 
Mr. McGrath did so immediatelyo The following Monday, Mr. Sack talked with 
Senator Brian McMahon, telling him that our Jewish people were very upset. 
So the work continued. On October 1st, when McGrath went to see the President, 
Mro Sack wziote him, reviewing the political situation in the co\mtry and 
analyzing past electionso As diplomatically as he could, he pointed out the 
implication of the Jewish community being aroused as never beforeo He had 
information that within the hour, that letter and that eablo were on the 
President is desko 

Mrs. Halprin, commenting on the roports, said that they speak for 
themselves; an excellent job was done. She felt, however, that this moming1s 
ad was inadvisableo Whon we put in ads which involve major policy, the con
stituent groups should be consulted beforehand, particularly when they appear 
on the day- a meeting is scheduled to take placeo In her opinion~ a great deal 
of harm was done by that ad, and if it was contemplated repeating it through
out the country, the procedure suggested by her should be followedo 

Dr. Silver. in reply, said that many things had had to be done in 
the last few weeks wl thout meetings; we had all beea too busy working, and 
the staff had to uso their best judgJDent., This par'\;icular ad had been mulled 
over by quite a few people for a period of two weekld~ Experts of the Agency 
thought it was a good ad and that it should bo put ino A leading political 
and industrial figure had called him up that moming to say that it was a 
wonderful ado 

Mro Manson stated that tho roaction to this ad had been unprecedented; 
the greatest reaction we had yet hado A welleknown leader in the radio field 
had called him up that morning and said, "Af~er that ad, put me to work". 

Mr. Sheman ea.id that we wore falling into the Arab trap when we spoke 
of Arabs in general, as was done in the ad? Instead, we should expose the 
social and economic conditions in the Arab countrieso We could have said in 
the ad, by way of showing that the threats were a bluff, that the Arab leaders 
were not at all sure that the Al'ab massos, exploited by them and held in poverty, 
would follow themo We should try to draw a line between the Arab leaders and 
the Arab masses, showing that usury was practised in tho Arab countrles, where 
two dozen Arab famiJ.ies 0'\•/,1ed as much lruid a.s 200s0C0 Arab fellahoene- This 
would appeal to public oph1ion and, at the samo time, bring over the Arab masses 
to our sideo 

Mro Segal felt that the question raised by Mr,, Sheman was a separate 
problem which had nothing to do with t!lls pa.r·ti cula:r ad. There was great 
need to counteract the atmosphere of blackmail which tho Arabs have created. 
In doing this, the ad has served a very useful purpose~ He understood that 
this ad hnd been plarmed for at least 10 days or two weeks and that i ·t was 
accidental that it had appeared this very d~. 
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Mr. Ben-Horin reported that, according to reliable sources, the 
:Board of Standard Oil of New Jersey had decided to approve the Majorl ty 
Report, with a proviso not to make this decision public, but to disclose 
it if asked by the Government. Information received from a close Lebanese 
friend confinned that the Arab military threat is a bluff for political. pur
poseso It seans that Ibn Saud 1s son refused to make any statement on this 
mattero There is reason to believe, therefore, that Ibn Saud himself opposes 
any such threats. 

With reference to the ad and the memorandum on which it was based, 
Mr. Ben-Horin noted that the memorandum had been exceptionally well received 
by the press and its influence was n~ticeable in a good many editorials. 
There were favorable comments by James G~ MacDonald; Edgar Ansel Mowrer; 
Charles Gratke, Foreign Editor of tho "Christian Science Monitor"; George 
L. Cassidy, chief editorial writer of "The Now York Post", and many others. 
Mr. Frank :Buxton thought the material in the momorandum ought to be brought 
to the attention of the publico 

The two telegrams sent to the press, one by Frank Buxton and the 
other signed by Buxton, MacDonald, Crum, Mowrer, Gervasi, Cassicy- and himsolf, 
debunking tho military threats of the Arab States, were possible only because 
of the long-range enlightenment work undertaken by the Emergency Council over 
a period of yea1·so It was this which made it possible, at a critical ;noment, 
for a statement to be gotten out in a matter of hours, signed by 6 non,-Jews 
out of 7. 

Mro Tulin, in connection with Mro :Ben-Horin I s information re Soeony, 
remarked that the Chairman of Socony haa. written the other d~ asking him to 
lunch and a discussion of the Palestine question. 

Mro Tuvim recalled that the work among the oil men wont back a few 
years, when Dr. Silver met \1ith some oil men, and special gratitude for the 
achievements in this respect was due ~o Mro Sidney Herold. 

Mro Tuvim saw somo of the work of rocent weeks in the field. In 
Chicago, 12,000 members of Hadassah were contacted by telephone; the ZOA 
organized flying squadrons: and within 48 hours about 100,000 letters and 
telegrams came out of Chicago. In Minnesota~ after 48 hours, the Governor, 
Lto Governorg 2 Mey-ors, 3 members of the State Supreme Court, etc0 , sent 
telegrams to Washington. In South Bend, Toledo, Chicago and Minnea~olis, in 
addition to the letters and telegrams, there was an average of 3 radio broad.
casts supporting our cause$ 

The A,.,Cul\,C,, seminars were constantly improving. This was due largely 
to tho ty-pe and quality of the speakers, such as Aliza. Eskol, John Stanley 
Grauel and Frank Gervasi. 

Dro Silver, supplementing his pl•evious report, said that following 
the statement of the UoS• delegation, c~nsiderable difference of opir:.!on arose 
among Arab delegates regarding their r.Le.xt stapo Jamal Husseini held that 
should the Com:nittee of the UN approve the Majority Report, the representa-
ti ves of the Arab League should onnounce their opposition and withdraw; 
Syria asked tha.t not a single Arab should participate in any sub-comm1 tteo 
which might be appointed to work out the details of the Majorl ty Reports 
Lebanon said Arabs should participate in such a su'b-coomi ttee and introduce 
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so many modifications and revisions that the Jews would be forced to reject 
the result; Egrpt demanded that no step be taken which might be interpreted 
as an attempt to intimidate the UN; Saudi Arabia supported the position of 
Egypt; Iraq asked that the decision should be postponed '\Ll.til after the Soviet 
Union and Great Britain had spoken. At the end, it was resolved to send a 
special emissary to take the matter up with the Arab Leagu.eo 

VOLUNTBR FORCE !t)R INTERIM PERIOD 

Mr. Segal said that, while he had no definite suggestion to offer, 
he felt it was time to start thinking about preparations in the United States 
for a volunteer force in keeping with the suggestion made by Herschel Johnson. 
He thought that between 25,000 and 50,000 young Jewish men in the United States, 
the largest majority veterans, would volunteer~ • 

Mrs. Greenberg asked whether Dro Silver could throw any light on what 
Herschel Johnson meant when he mentioned a volunteer forceo Dr. Silver said 
that he could not, but that efforts were being made to explore what he meant. 

Mro Leo Sack said that our position in Vashington would be easier than 
it had been bofore; for the first time since Woodrow Wilson, we had the Execu
tive branch of the Govenunent on our sideo The press, as evidenced by the 
editorials in the W.A&1IIN'G'l'ON POST, the PHILADELPHIA ENQUIRER, and the UEW YORX 
TIMES, also supported us~ Congress would help us as much as possible, even to 
the extent of making available to us surplus material stored in Cairo and of 
permitting American troops, if necessary, to go to Palestine to protect the 
Jewish State. 

Mr. ::Seinesh Epstein said that while it might be expedient to minimize 
the Arab threat, we shouldn't be over-confident. While the Arabs alone might 
be weak• the Arabs backed by the :Sri ti sh coneti tuted a menace. He had infonna,
tion to the effect that the British were a.ming and organizing the Arabs for 
riots. Brigadier Clo.yton in Cairo had offered the Mufti support with anns and 
leaders. Now Clayton was in Syria and the Lebanon. O'Sullivan, Assistant 
Deputy Commissioner of the C.I.D-, in Jerusalem, had recently- distributed aims 
to the Arabs in Jenin. A captain in the l3r1:~ish Co I.D& in Palostine had 
recently distributed arms of the latest mode.ls to the l3edou1ns in the desert; 
the lat tor, in turn, sold tho arms to Jewso Major Farrµn, with a staff of 12 
people, was reported in Nablus, organizing the Arabs and distributing arms. 
The British apparently planned to see to it that, when the Arabs attacked 
isolated sottlements, the Jews would not be able to cone to their aide The 
search for Jewish arms had been intensified latoly. Even if we could a:fford 
to minimize the threats of Syria and tho Lebanon, we could not minimize the 
efforts of the CoioDo The attention of the U,S. Government and of public 
opinion should be called to this situa.tiono Mro Epstein voiced his support 
of the idea that American-Jewish youth should be called upon to help in tho 
defence of Jewish Palestine. 

Dr.. Silver said the Executive of the Jewish Agency was meeting the 
following day and wo·ald go into this q't:i.estion. He aoked Mr. Epstein for a 
memorandum detailing all his informationi, Dre1 Silver went on to say that the 
Yishuv was alert to all these facts ond would not be caught unaware. liow that 
our Govemrnent had taken a. favo1·able :position~ we were able to go to our Govern
ment, indicate to them all these facts, and ask for their cooperation. 



• 

- 9 -

Mr. Tulin suggested that we should first sound out the possibilities 
with regard to a volunteer force. 

Mrs. Halprin drew attention to the legal and practical questions 
involved with regard to a volunteer movement, and thought that no definite 
action should be taken until we found out from the American delegation what 
was intended by Mr. Johnson 1s statement. 

Dr. Silver felt that we could offer the u.s. delegation some helpful 
suggestions in this respect. 

Mr. Wertheim thought that a soall conference of top leaders of the 
Zionist organizations should discuss this matter. Dr. Silver said sucll a 
meeting could be better arranged once we had a. clear idea as to what was meant 
by the u.s. reference. 

Mr. Segal asked that the Emergency Council meet shortly to receive a 
report on this question. 

Dr. Silver agreed that if more infomo.tion was available within the 
next week or ten da_ys a meeting of the Council should be held at which this 
should be the first point taken up. 

:BUDGET OF AZEO 

Mr. Shapiro stated that our fiscal year ends on October 15th. A 
budget had been drawn up but because of the pressure of work, there had not 
been time to discuss it with the Connitteeo In view of the present situation, 
he asked the Executive of the Emergency Council to approve p~'?Ilents for the 
next three months in the sone 8!!1oi.mts as last yoar. AGREED. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Mro ~einesh Epstein ehallenged the accuracy of last ooetingfs minutes 
regarding the reply given by Dr. Silver to his question with respect to the 
official. ~onist attitude towards tho Mnjority Report. In reply, Dr. Silver 
explained that the Actions Cor.mittee had not accepted that report; that it 
did adopt a Resolution on the UNSCOP Re-port approving the idoa of statehood, 
indicating there would be certain revisions and authorizing the Executive to 
prepare the line of arguoen t to be subni t ted to the UN, which the E.xecuti ve 
had since done. Naturally, tho final decision on the Report after it has 
been revised, will have to be referred either to the Actions ComrJittee or to 
a Congress • 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE RAGANAH 

Rabbi Iirshblurn brought up a question relating to that organization's 
activities. Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Sheman and Dr. Silver participated in the dis
cussi on. (Details on file). 

Moating adjourned at 5:35 p.o. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 117 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

December 11, 1947 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Thursday, December 11, 1947, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. (presiding), Pinchas Oruso, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, 
Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Raphael Gold, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, 
Dr. :B. Netanyahu, Charles Shennan, Rabbi s. M. Zambrowsky. 

Ernest E. Barbarash, Paul L. Goldman, Dr. Mordecai Nurock, Charles Ress, 
Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Dr. Ignacy Sehwarzbart, Rabbi Jerome Unger, Samuel J. 
Zacks. 

Benjamin Akzin, Miss Beatrice Cohen, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerald Frank, 
William Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Leo R. Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin 
Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

REPORT BY DR. SILVER ON THE POLITIC.AL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver said that since our last meeting, held a considerable time ago 
due to the pressure of work in which all of us had been engaged, many great 
and important things had happened. The greatest of these was the decision 
taken on November 29th by the Assembly of the United Nations. We are still 
too close to the event to appraise it adequately, The immediate actions M1ich 
led to the decision were too numerous and too involved to be reviewed at this 
meeting. :But what took !'lace in the Uni tod Nations represent on. the consummation 
of what we had striven to ach.iove- all through these years: a realization of tho 
basic program of the Zionist movement. 

We did not get, as a result of the dec181on, all that we had hoped to get. 
A partitioned Palestine was not the objective of the Zionist movement; it 
certainl~ was never the objective towards which the American Zionist Emergency 
Council had striven. Nevertheless, it represented all that the authorities of 
our movement believed oould be achieved at this time; it represented all that 
a committee representing the nations of the world was prepared to give us; 
and it represented for us two tremendous gainsJ Statehood, recognition of the 
Jewish nation as a nation on earth, and this marked the end of galuth for our 
people. With this comes the great opportunity for us to ingather all the dis
persed of our people, those who noed a now home and have been waiting for it 
so desper:itely. and the possibility in a very short timo of emptying the DP 
camps of Europe and g.l ving a home at last to hundreds of thousands of our people. 
The UN decision is, therefore, of incalculable aignificonce for our people and 
for the histo:ey of mankind. Dr. Silver expressed his belief that the Jewish 
people could build something very great in that little country, as it did a long 
time ago. 

Many people ~four own generation share the credit that goes with this 
achievement, as do the tai thful generations which preceded ours. There 1 a 

. 
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enough praise and credit and gloey to go round for everyone. Credit is due to 
those who built the Yishuv in Palestine throughout the years, because without 
their concrete achievements in setting up a de facto nation in Palestine, fonnal 
recognition probably would not have been forthcoming. But the immedia te achieve
ment is traceable to the work of the American Zionist Emergency Council. It is nm•r 
clear that the UN deei sion would not have been 'taken but for the position which the 
American Government took, and this U.S. stand was, in turn, a direct result of the 
organized activities of the Zionists of America. Our work throughout kierica --
in building public opinion, in canaliztng this mass seutirnent towards Washington, 
in bringing it into pl~ quickly and effectively - finally produced the historic 
American stand in the United Nations, which won the day for our cause. 

The result was in doubt to the last. Due to the absence of a strong affirmative 
attitude on the part of the State Department, the impression prevailed among foreign 
delegations that the creation of the Je\• ish Stato was not of vital diplomatic con
cern to the American GovernrJent. When the Philippines, Haiti and Greece fell awS3 
on the same day, this served notice to many wavering delegations that the American 
Government was not really concerned about the outcone. Fortunately, we were given 
a breathing-spell of 36 hours. During this time, we marshalled our forces. Jewish 
and non-Jewish opinion, leaders and masses alike, converged on the Governnent and 
induced the President to assert the authority of his Adrl:nistration to overco□e 
the negative attitude of the State Department which persisted to the end, and pel'
sists today. The result was that our Government made its intense desire for the 
adoption of the partition plan known to the wavering governments. 

Dr. Silver felt it necessary to make these . observations because we had just 
closed an historic chapter, and the Zionists of America should have a sense of 
deep satisfaction in the knowledge that their labors had proved decisive in the 
achievement of our victoey. 

FUTURE OF THE EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Continuing, Dr. Silver said that the question which confronted us nm·,, and the 
purpose of this meeting, was to begin considering this problem: h ad t he :Emergency 
Collllcil completed its work and should it now be liquidated; had it still work to 
do, and if so, what was its work, and for how long was it to continue? 

Dr. Silver's personal opinion was that, since the Jewish State had only been 
decreed by the United Nations but wus not yet established in fact, the period 
between the present and October 1, 1948, would be hi ghly critical. Neither the 
Arabs of Palestine nor those of the neighboring cotL~tries were reconciled to the 
decision of the United Nations. Each dcle6ate of the Arab States arose and re
pudiated the action of the Uni t ed Nations and said that his country would not be 
bound by it. What was happening in Palestine and the Arab world today was indi
cative of this non-aqceptanee of partition. Furthermore, they were organizing 
t,o fight that decision with every weapon available to them -- legal, :propagand
istic, and physical. 

The legal weapons they had already begun to use in the Security Council this 
week. Egypt and Syria W81tJ maneuvering in an effort to keep the UN from assuming 
the responsibility which the Assembly placed on the Council. Tho~ even objected 
yesterdcy to having the Security Council acknowledge that it is "seized of the 
decision of the UN Assembly" which was officially transmitted to it by the UN 
Secretariat. They were using propaganda. weapons by filling the :press of the 
world with such sensational reports of their opposition to tho plan us to give 
the impression that the plan was unworkable. Coupled with that, they hoped to 
institute so much physical violence as to persuade the world that the work of 
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the UN Commission will be impossible and that the whole subject should be recon

sidered by the UN. In brief, we were confronted with an attempt to sabotage the 

decision of the nations of the world. On the other hand, those forces in .America 

in and out of the Government, which had never been friendly to us, were still 

persisting in their attitude. Only tod~, an important article in 11lfewswook" 

again indicates that the leadors of the State Department are still opposed to tho 

Jewish State, In addition, it might be necessary before long to turn to our 

Government for economic support, either in connection with the transportation of 

hundreds of thousands of refugees to Palestine, or perhaps for a loan, not to 

speak of getting defense equipment for the Jews of Palestine. It w~s impero,ti ve 

for these purposes to be fully prepared to reach the ear of the Fresident and of 

Congress. 

It was, therefore, Dr. Silver's considered judgment that the Emergency Council 

should carry on fully until October 1, 1948 and, in the meantime, to study the 

question of what should happen after October 1st, and after the World Zionist 

Congress will have reconsidered what the function of the World Zionist Movement 

in general, and of .American Zionism in particular, should be in the futnre. 

Dr. Si J.ver invited the members of the Committee to state their views on the 

question. 

Mr. Oruso fully shnred the views of the Chairman regarding the role played 

by the ~ergency Council during the past years, and he felt that there was a 

definite need to continue its existence. He was surprised, therefore, to have 

read the news item in the 11Jnf YORK TIMES of December 11th, of tho demands upon 

the u.s. Government fonnulated by tho ZOA: according to tho nows item, tho 

ZOA urged the U.S. Government to make available the necessary ships for trans

porting the refugees to Palestine, adequate nilitary equipment, etc. 

Dr. Silver said he understood that there had been no such approach by the ZOA 
to the Government. 

Mr .. '.Barbarash explained that the news i tern merely reported a resolution adopted 

by the ZOA Administrative Council, but no independent approach had been oade to 
the Government. 

Mr. Cruso said that if such an approach had been nade, this would have in
fringed on the jurisdiction of the l!r.-te1•gency Council. In the light of present 

conditions it was eepecially inportant to define the functi m1s 9f the Emergency 

Council vis-.a-vis the Agency. The Agency will oe the body that will negotiate 

with the u.s. Government in connoction with the iopla~entation of the UN decision. 

Yet there will be need for supporting action on the Anerican scene. He therefore 

recommended that a Cammi t tee of the Energeney Oounci 1 I!leet with re-pres en tati ves 

of the Jewish Agency with the view to reaching a clearer understan.ding on the 

functions of the Council and on budgetary requirements in connection ,d th the 
Council ts activities. 

Dr. Raphael Gold said it was essential that the Jewish public be oade aware 

that the state of emergency still exists. In this connection, he voiced his 

•pinion that administration by mere major! ty was a luxury, and that ln til!le of 

continued emergency a coalition of all groups was sonething without which no 

civilized people could do. There were many precedents in the history of the 

Western Powers, in time of war or of great eoononic crisis, for the government 

to be handed over from a ruling party to a coalJtion. Thi s appli od to Eretz 
Israel as well. 

Mrs. Epstein expressed full agreOt'lent with Dr. Silver's presentation. One of 
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the reasons the Council should not go out of existenee at this point was that this 
might be interpreted by the Jewish public as though the issue were already settloi. 

There was a serious danger of a let-down, and the clangers ahead did not l)enni t of 
this. In addition, the news i tt:e in today 1 s NEW YOE{ TIMES was an example of what 

might happen once the Council ceased to exist. Th~t was another reason for keep
ing this body intact, certainly until October 1st. 

Mr. Frisch, who was congratulated by Dr. Silver en a very successful mission 
to South .America, said that the resolution adopted by the meeting of the Admini a
tra·ti ve Council of the ZOA was intended to supplement, and not supplant, the 
actii.d ties of the Emergency Council. There was no objection to a r.1eeting of 
representatives of this body and the Executive of the Agency, provided a decision 

could be reached at this time by the Agency Executive. But they, themselves, do 
not know now what lies ahead during the transition :period between the tine when 
a Jewish State is declared as of right and a Je\'1ish State will take ove :.~. He 
suggested, therefore, to await the meeting of the Actions Committee, ~n1ich will 
probably crystallize many of these problens. With regard to Dr. Gold1 s suggestion, 
he felt that there was eomo danger in stressing the difficulties, because in doing 
this we would be doing what the Arabs and anti-Zionists are trying to get us to do. 

Rabbi Zambrowsky stated he felt the impression created by the TIMES news i ten 
was that there was a decision to do awey with the Energency Council. He nade the 

same criticism in connection with the fact that the lhergency Council did not take 

the initi~tive to bring about a joint colebration of all Zionist parties. 

Mr. Shapiro explained that the Council had planned a big r.ieeting to which the 

President, leaders of the Republican and Denocratic Farties, ner.ibors of various 

UN delegations, etc., would be invited. This affair was poatponod in deference 
tn the wishes of the President of the United States. Outside of New York, joint 

celebrations had been held in nany coI!lrlunities, 

Rabbi Zanbrowsky was not entirely satisfied with this explanation. The first 
large public meeting celebrating the UN decision should have been a joint affair 

sponsored by the ntiergency Council. Another task on which the Emergency Council 

should concentrate now is to conduct a public educntional ca.n:paign to put an end 
to all the different Bergson groups in this country still putting ads in the nar:1e 
of this, that and the other thing. At this tine people are inclined to listen 
to the responsible Jewish leadership. It would, perhapa,also be advisable to 
appeal. to some of the nun-Jewish supporters of the Bergson cor.lr.1i ttees who nay 

mean well, and explain to ther.i the confusion vnd disservi . • esulting fron these 
acti vi ti es. 

Mr. Goldnan agreed with Rabbi Zar.1browsky 1s criticisn of the failure of AZEC 
to org£m.i ze a joint celebration.. Sor.ie form could have been found 'l.·rhercby the 
Emergency Council could have been the first to give some expression of joy with 

reference to the decision. He felt, also, that attention should be paid to some 
new oreanizations appealing for funds in connection with tho UN dooision. He 
felt that, o.lthough until now we had not taken a stand against certain groups, 
now it was our duty to r.iake clear the need for ii scipline on the fund level as 
well as on tho politiccl. level~ 

Dr. Netanyehu said his party favored the continuation of the AZEC. The 
Revisionists were not particularly happy about partition and did not feel in a 
celebrn.ting □ood, but partition was, of course, recognized by the□ as o.. historic 

fact. Who.tever the value of this fact, when the Chairman spoke of the cunulative 

effect of all those forces which worked on behnlf of Zionism, he conspicuously 

omitted a number of factors. He did not wis~ to deny the excellent work done by 
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the Emergency Council and, particularly, the value of its work in achieving the 
partition decision. :But besides the canpaign conducted in the U. S. nnd especi
ally by this body. a najor factor which was responsible for tho final decision 
was the physical fight waged in Palestine. 

With regard to the question of tho continuation of th€ Encrgency Council, 
Dr. Netanyahu believed that not only has the state of enorgcney not passed, but 
that we are approaching tho real omorgoncy. He believed that the Arab States 
will exercise their r1a."<ir.1um strength to show that they are not just tal,cers, as 
Jewish leaders have claimed for so nany years. They hn.d to take this Jiosition to 
uphold their general position in the world. They wanted to prove that they were 
~ power to be reckoned ,,;1th. It seemed that they could create trenendous havoc, 
The impression was gaining that the Arab States were in a position to occupy 
Palestine or certainly the Negev, its major portion. If what was occur ring in 
Palestine todey was not due to a delibe~ate policy of Havlagah, but represented 
the y,1aximum of what the Jewish forces could acco1.111lish • then tho pro·speots were 

none too bright. If today we cannot - and our excuse is that we do not want 
to -- repel completely attacks of bands• how can we face ar.nios? I f today 
Tel-Aviv, the stronghold of the future Jewish Stato, is besiogod by Ja:ffa ..... 

Dr. Silver interjected that this was not so in :Ce.ct. 

Dr. Netanyahu said this was the provailing impression, 

Dr. Silver asked whether the SJ,)eaker was talking about improssions or about 
facts. 

Dr. Netanyahu replied that widespread impressions were more important poli
tically than facts. 

Oontinuing. Dr. Netanyahu said he was going into all this to show that the 
state of emergency was just beginning, and that wo wore facing very serious 
dangers in Palestine which may not be minimized. The problen of arr1s was a 
major problen and only in the United Stn.tes could adequate e4ui1)tnent be obta.ined. 
Also, the United States could stop the Arab States by diplomatic influence._ 
Therefore, all tnlk of stopping or even weakening the work of the Emergency 
Council ought to cease. 

Mr. Ben-Horin did not think that the objective fncts of the present situation 
in Palestine warranted Dr. Netanynhu 1 s pessimistic aprraisa.l. He doubted whether 
the Egyptian, Syrioo or Lebnnese forces could occupy Palestine. The Tr[llls-Jordon 
Frontier Force and the Arab Legion, under :British command. could oecupy Pru.ostine, 
but this would be tantamount to Bri tioh occupation. Infonnation reo.ching us from 
many quarters, including that given recently to Mr. Sack by Loy Henderson, did 
not benr out at all Dr. Netonyo.hu' s c.onclusi ons. Mru1y recent statements, signed 
by MacDonald, Buxton, and others, refuted the military strength of the Arab 
States. Mr. Ben-Horin thought that these statements wore txuo. Serious diffi
culties may lie ahead, if Jowish forcos were deprived of heavy armament, but 
certain steps were being undertaken to get armQ, and there was no noed to paint 
so terrifying a picture. As for Havlagah, the speaker thought the,t there were 
many more reasons for caution todey- than th era were in 1929, or in 1936-39• 
One conclusion should be reached now: that the Haganah and the Irgun should 
unite; this was the moment to pool forces in the Yiahuv. If such a course oould 
be recommended by this body, this would be a constructive step. 

Dr. Silver, eumMing up the discussion, said that there was o. consensus of 
opinion that the work of tho A.'l':lerioon Zionist :&nergency Council should continue 
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at least until next October. Inasmuch as our spokesmen will be in Jerusalem 
within the next few weeks, at which time the entire Agency Execnti ve will neet 
there, we \,rill take up the matter of the future progron of the Energency Council 
with them. By the end of ' February, on returning fro~ Palestine, if there is to 
be a new basis for our work, we will discuss it. For the prosent, the Emergency 
Council must re.nain on an .emergency basis, on the alert, and 1 ts budget \• ill cor.
tinue on a month-to-month basis at the former rate. 

This program was agreed to. 

Mrs. Epstein suggested that the Emergency Council send a wire of condolence 
to Dr. SteJ)hen Wise. Mr. Shapiro s aid this had alrendy been done. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M. 

B.A. 



• CONFIDENTIAL NO. 11 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGEMCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

January 6, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Tuesday, Janur ry 6, 1948, at 3: 00 I .M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

I'BESM 

Dr. Israel Goldstein (presid.ing), Gedalia 3n.blick, Pinchas Oruso, Natan 
Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Raphael Gold, faill L. Goldman, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, 
Rabbi ,1ax Kirshblum, Dr. B. Netanyahu, Louis Sege.l. 

Daniel Auster, Ernest E., Barbarash, Dr. Mord.ecai Eliash, Mendel Fisher, 
Dr. Simon Federbush, Dr. Hayim Gree~berg, Jacob Greenberg, Avraham Harzfeld, 
Isaiah L. Kenen, Arthur Lourie, :Dr? Mordecai Nu.rock, I-1: rs. Dav:id de Sola Fool, 
Mayor Israel Rokach, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Dr. Ignacy Schwarz'bart, Abe Tulin, 
Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eli ahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Is reeli, Willi am Kaufman, 
Benjamin Shwadran, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

CHAIFH.A11SHI:P OF AZEC 

Dr. Goldstein stated that Dr. Silver had asked him to take the acting 
chainnanship of the American Zionist Emergency Council du1~ng Dr. Silver's 
absence from the country. Dr. Goldstein agreed to assume the acting chainnan
ship, provided this course would meet with the ap_ roval of this body. 

On a motion by Mr. Bublick, Dr. Goldstein was unanimously elected acting 
chairman of AZEC. 

WELCOME TO GUESTS FROM :PALESTINE 

Dr. Goldstein welcomed to this Meeting four distinguished guests who had 
arrived here from Ia.lestine a few d.ays ago: Mr. Daniel Auster, former lw.yor of 
Jerusalem; Dre Mordecai Eli ash, noted crir.1inal lawyer and chai man of the Emergency 
Council of the Jerusalen Jewish Cor.muni ty; Mr. AvrahBl:l Harzfeld, who heads the 
agricultural settlement prograr.i in .c-alestine; and Israel Rokach, Mayor of Tel-Aviv. 

REI·ORT BY DR. GOLDSTEIN ON TffE IOLITIC.AL SITUATIO 

Dr. Goldstein said that the AZEC 1s excellent staff was keeping in constant 
touch with developments. In Mr. Shapiro's absence, Mr • .Abe Tuvin was heading the 
staff. Dro Goldstein felt that a r.ie eting at this tine was proper and perhaps 
overdue, in view of the developncnts since the UN decision, There was a let-down 
in our activity after that decision. New difficulties had arisen, and the Zionist 
move~ent in America expected us to give it authoritative guidance. Obviously it 
was necessary for the entire constituency of the Emergency Council - the Zionists 
of America - to get into high gear once nore, but this could not be done until 
we reached an understanding with the Jewish Ageney concerning the needs of tho 
present hour. We also required information regarding the prospects of r,1atters 



with which the Agency was dealing, such as the IDT Commission, the prospects of 
an international force, etc. Of imI!lediate concern to us, however, \·1as the proble"' 
of the American ams embargo. It seemed to Dr~ Goldstein that we ought to ~oint 
out to our GovernMent that it cannot pernit the situation to arise where the Jews 
of Palestine may be slaughtered for lack of weapons with which to defend them
selves. There were also the q_uestions of econor.lic assistance for the Jewish State, 
shipping for transport of iI!lnigrants to Falestine, and diplomatic action of our 
Governnent vis-a-vis Great Britain, so as to impress on the latter the need to 
adr.iini ster the closing chapters of the Mandate with decency, rather than sabotage 
the UN decision. 

There were people to be seen in Washington. So~e would have to be seen by 
representatives of both bodies; others, by EI!lorgency Council representatives 
alone. Much work had to be done in the field of public relations, though here 
the Energency Council was already active. Thus, Mr '° Ben-Hurin had :prepared a 
merJorandum dealing with the insinuation that the Ru:,mlian Jews on their ,-ray to 
ralestine are Con~unist agentso But we faced a nigger task~ Hostile letters 
kept appearing in the press, and hostile news sturios, fro□ :Sri tish and other 
sources, were continually cropping u:p in the nc,w~papcrs and on the radio. It 
was imperative that they should all be answered Af r;er this nee ting decided on 
a program of action, Dr~ Goldstein hoped that we would shortly again be fully 
active. 

To acquaint a wider circle of the Zionist leadership with the current 
situation, Dr. Goldstein suggested that a full meeting of the Emergency Council 
be called for next week. 

In conclusion, Dr. Goldstein apprised the neeting of certain inportant 
results and activities of the current UJA drive. 

DISCUSSIOl\J 

Mro Tuvim said that not only the Zionist rank-and-file but also the AZEC 
was waiting for guidance. We lacked guidance since the decision of the UN, 
mainly because the Agency needed ti~e to clarify its course. He felt that the 
situation had become clarified now and called for an all-out effort to bring 
about the J.ift:i.ng of the embargo and a plentiful supply of arms to the Yishuv 
and the spe~~y inplenentation of the UN decision by an international force. 
Dr. Neunann also felt the time was ripe for such activitieso Our people in 
the communitjes were ready to go to •.,rork on this natter. The question was 
whether ·1e may proceed and with what, if any, lir.1itationE! • 

.Another task was to enlighten the comnuni ties with regard to current 
problern so In the next three weeks we could get out half-nr-do zen memo1'anda and 
directives. Most of the news which was coming throug-)1 commentators and news
papers stemmed from British or Arab sources and was colC1red to suit their 
interests. Something should be done in Jerusalem to ensure the flow of correct 
news to American reporter, on the ,spct. 

Dr. Golds tein thought that emphasis should be placed on the fact that it 
was the Arabs who were disturbing the peace and that t~ey were in a :position to 
smuggle arms into Palestine from the neighboring Arab countries, to whom :Britain 
was openly selling arms and equipment; Jews were numerically weaker and were 
entitled to defend themselves against the Arab attackers; they must, therefore, 
have the weapons for defense. 

Mr. Cruso suggested that we seek information before discussing future 
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action. Dr. Goldstein thereupon asked Dr. Greenberg, member of the Agency Execu
tive, to bring us up to date on the work of the UN CoTTll ission; the prosl_)ccts 
of opening up the port of Tel-Aviv; the anns question; the problem of an inter
national force; the extent to which the American Government was helpful in bring
ing about implementation and in inducing a change in Great Britain's attitude; the 
question of economic assistance and of shipping. 

REPORTS BY DR. GF.EEN]ERG AND MR. LOURIE 

Dr. Greenberg said he was sorry he couldn't report much. It was i mpossible 
to foreca st the character of the Commission, which had not yet met. ;'Tith one 
exception its members were new to the issues, and its chairmanship was still to 
be decided. A great ~eal of work would be necessary to clarify the i ss ues for the 
Commi ssion. 

As for the American officials, they refus ed. for the time being to discuss any 
problems ;i.n tangible terms. Their excuse was that, now that the matter had been 
decided by the United Nations, further development s were a matter for t h e United 
Nations, not for any one country. Therefore, there was no understandin{::; with the 
U. s. Government on any tangible matter. 

Dr. Goldstein said that this was a point where the Emergency Council might be 
helpful. 

D1·. Greenberg agreed., and said he a.s~umed that this meeting would reach only 
broad, general decisions. He suggest ed that a small group reprosenting t he AZEC -
the Chainnan and soi:'le active staff members -- be appointed to work in daily co
operation with a few r.ier.'.lbers of the Agency. 

Dr. Goldstein asked what was the attitude of the A~ erican Govern~ent on an 
international force. 

Dr. Greenberg said he could not gtven any information at the pre sent time on 
this point. 

Dr. Goldstein asked vhether there \o.ras anything toda;r in which the Emergency 
Council could be helpful. 

Dr. Greenberg said there mi ght be, but he 1as not prepared to say today; it 
was for t h is reason that he had as~ed for the a . point::ient of the smaller coordinat
ing group. 

J!r. Frisch asked whether there was an agreement between the Haganah and the 
I rgun. Dr. Greenberg said it was a safe guess that there was -no such agreer.1ent. 

Dr. Goldstein asked whether any approach had been made to the Gove 1111r:1ent with 
reference to a grant or a loan, and with reference to shipping faciliti e G. 

Dr. Greenberg replied that the sr:1all committee would be given full kno,·1ledge 
of the efforts made. 

Mr. Lourie, supplementing Dr. Greenberg's report, said that with rega rd to an 
international force, the press had reported that this matter was under discussion, 
and he wished to confinn this for the infornation of those present. It ,,,as under
stood that, for the ti□e being, the United States did not favor such a force, but 
might c onsider a plan whereby defense equipnent would be made available to the 
Jews. The Security Council had undergone a slight change in membership in the 
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course of the past few days which was not to our advantage. Under the Charter, ? affirmative votes were needed in the Counci 1. Of the :present Council nenborsl· i:9, only 6 had voted for the Assembly Resolution. 

A third aspect of our ,tork was concerned with the Working Grou) of the Trustee!=!hip Council which was dealing with the Jer'tlsalem Statute. That i'lor ing GrcuJ; net last month for about a fortnight. It adjourned before Christmas and was clue to meet within the next few days. Dr. Eliash and Mr. Aust er had cone over to assist in the work of that Working Group. We had assurance that they would be able to take an effective part in the work of that body, and for the coming three or four months they and those associated with then would be very actively engaged in drawing up the Statute. Nr. Shertok would not be here until the 9th or 10th. 

Mr. Lourie felt that if the Jews in Palest~.ne conld not receive arms fron this country for their self-defense, we would -on creating a situation which might result in their slaughter. Mr. Lourie d.escri bee. the situation in the Old City of Jerusalem, where the Arabs controlled the five gate s to the city and exanined anyone wishing to enter. This, in a ·way, was the ca.se with all of Pale stine -surrounded by 6 or 7 Arab States sending arms into that country. That in the face of such a situation the Jews of Palestine should be left helpl ess for the lack of arms, was inconceivable. 

Cor.imenting on Mr. Tuvim' s suggestion, Ur. Lourie said that the matter of tendentious news reaching the Anericr.n press from Jernsalem was brought to tho attention of the Agency Executive by cable. 

Mr. Seg~l referred to the suggestions nade before the UN decision that volunteers ar:1ong forrrie r Je,,.,ish GI I s be enabled to go to Palestine. He t'o·1dered whether the Ag ency gave this r.1atter its consideration, and what was its D.ttitude. 

Mr1. Greenberg asked whether, in line with Mr. Lourie I s last suggestion, we shou1~,?start imnediately a caripaign for e.rr.1s to the people who are carrri ng out the decision of the United nations. 

Mr. Tuvin said that he had discussed this point with Dr. Neumann and I'r. Lourieo Our plan was not predicated on lifting the emo~rgo but on tho noral and legal responsibility of the u. s. Governrient to help i nplenent the United Nations decision and to enable the Jews to defend the;,:selves. This could be emphasized by public action as well as by infomal representati or.s . 

Hr. Ben-Horin thought that the nain waakr,.e ss of our position ,,ras that we were pushed into the defensive with the !':lost nonser.sical stories, such as the tale of refugees going to Palestine being CoJl1I'lunist agents. We sho11ld seize the initiative and openly voice our charges against Brit~in nnd the Arab States. We should also question the justification of the u.s. enbargo. 

Dr. Greenberg said that, in his opinion, any volunteer ~ove□ent fron Anerica for the Hagonah would, for the time being, be ill-advised. As fo~ on international force, this involved approaching the United Hati0ns Comr:- ission which •10uld have to take the initiative vis-a-vis the Security Council. Eut in deoling •:Jit,.1 Anerican authorities, we vugbt to stress that arns must be furntshed to the Je,-,ish cor.nunity in Palestine in confo mi ty w1 th the trni ted Nations decision. This would appeal to public opinion, and night appeal to the Governnent. 

Dr. Goldstein and Hr. Tulin asked 1br n distinction between lifting the enbargo and furnishing ams-. 
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Dr. Greenberg said this was not a question for laymen, but that within 24 hours a consul tat ion with legal experts should be held on this question. 

Mr, Tulin eoncurred in this suggestion, and added that in the ear..pai~ suggestod by Mr, Tuvim and with which he was in full agreer.1ent, the role of England in tho Palestine disorders should be er.lJ)hasized. 

Mr. Tuvirn said that AZEC was plannirg to devote major attention to this 
point. 

Mr. Frisch expressed his dissatisfaetion with the position taken by Dr. Greenberg. This body, representing all Zionist grour,s in the country, was onti tled to be taken into fullest confidence. He doubted whether nenbe1 .. s of the Agency Executive bad a clear grasp of the situation. He thought it deplorable that at a time when the defense situation in Pale8ti~e was so critical, Haganah and Irgun had not yet joined forces. It was essential that the Ar.lerican Governr.1ent which, throug)l its inaction, was now resronsi 'l:> le for the insecurity of 700,000 Palestine Jews, be approached privately and. publicly with a view to obtaining ams for the Yishuv. In his opinion, this would not interfere with the Agency's negotiations, and it should be done i nn ediately, without further consultations with the Agency. 

Judge Rothenberg thought we can r.1ake the Governr:1ent feel that it has been remis s • .A1·abs are attacking Jews, ,md not vice vers a. Neither the United 
Nations nor the u. S. Governr.1ent was taking any action. Were Ar.1eri.c ~ Jews expect ed to let the Yishuv be slaughtered? The present policy did not sten fror. a law passed by Congres!, but fro~ an edict of the State ~epartncnt which had used its jud~ent incorrectly. The longer we failed to point that out, the □ore publle opinion would be influenced unfavorably. 

Dr. Akzin said that public opinion and govorncents had approved partition because they thought the Jews were strong enough to overcor:1 e Arab opposition. Current developments had crented doubts as to the feasibility o! partition. We should r.1ake 1 t clear that what was going on now in Palestine was a ~:- oxing match where the stronger boxer has his han&; tied hohind his back. All that was necessary was to untie his hands. 

There was not much sense in complaining that the Arab States and the Arab Higher Cor.unittee were obstru~ting, because they had said they would do so. There was more room for criticism of the British, but here again no one really expected them to cooperate. We had to concentrate, therefore, on the U. s. Gove:rnrnent. Whatever the del:lands of the Agency, these would not be granted so long as the State Departnent remained in full and sole control of the situation. It was i,,ecessary, therefore, onee n~re to enlist White House supr,ort, just as this had proved necessary on forner occasions. In view of tho information rec eived fron Dr. Greenberg and Mr. Lourie, we should refrain fron fomula.e that would call for UN action, and ask for measures which were within the sphere of USA authority, viz., either pemission to aequire and send anns to these partie~ which accopted the UN decision, or the grant of Americun ams supplies on a kind of lcnd,.lease basis. 

Mr. Segal thought that, in taking so long a tir·10 before acting, this body was failing 1n its duties. He agreed with Mr. Frisch and Judge Rothenberg as to the general problem. The Yishuv has to be defended; 1 t has no arrJs,. :T o feel that the u. s. Gove rn~ent 1s norally obligated to give it arms. The u. s. Government is too slow in fulfilling its obligation. Had the Gorcrnnent fulfilled its duty, certain incidents would surely never have occurred. 
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Negotiations behind closed doors would be required, but in order that they should prove successful it was essential that we should eome out in the open and state our case against the State Department attitude. 

Mr. Rokach said this was not the time for academic discussions of technicalities. In his view, the British officials enroute to Lake Success to advise the Ul{ Oonnnission, Messrs. Fletcher-Cooke and Trafford Smith, intended to scuttle the decision of the UN. He wondered what would be done here to counteract their influence• During his ten days in Ne,-, York he noticed the lack of correct information from Palestine, and he regretted that Dr. Greenberg did not give this infonnation at this meeting. He was still more shocked by the silence of American Jewry in the face of events in Palestine. How could we remain quiet when reading that the Old City Jews of Jerusalem a :ce blockaded? How- was it possible that, with a hundred thousand British soldiers with all the necessary equipment, the authorities allowed blocking the gc1tes to the Old City of Jerusalem and keeping 1500 Jews imprisoned for days? If the Haganah or the Irgun did not break th rough, it was because they wero pr0vented by the l3ri ti sh from coning to the Old City. 

The gist of the whole matt er was the attitude of the British in Pale stine, and not of the Arabs in Pa.lestine and in the neighboring States. He knew of members of the Haganah being killed by the :Sri ti sh. Ho knew of their being taken prisoner by the British, released and tfid to go away, and then shot in con~ eroa the bo.ck when on their way. The Haganeh was1 1egal and could not use the arms it got. At every opportunity, the Brit~sh were disarming it. Palestine needed money more than anns. Those mobilized and their fBI."lilies had to be maintained. Ams were to some extent manufactured by tho Yishuv. But the most urgent matter was for .Ar.lerican Jewry to nake on outcry against the treacherous attitude of the British in Palestine. 

Dr. Goldstein said this body was very glad to hear about the enpGcity of the Yi shuv for self-defense if gi von a chance, Dnd said that the voice of American Jewry would be raised against the doings of Britain. 

Mr. Tulin connented with regard to the press in this country tho.t not only have the articles appearing in the TIM!S nnd the other papers been bad, but the headlines have been worse. The press was doing subtle British and Arc.b propaganda. With regard to our own people, the voting of t he Jewish State by the UN resulted in the expression of doubts as to the further need for the Zionist □ove□ent in .Ar"Jerica,. The State Depart□ ent was using the situation to stcle□ate us. And he wo.s nfraid that we had permitted oureelves to be r.i~euvcrod into that position. There are so□ e things which the Zionists of Anerica can do that the Agency can 1t do. Nobody could question his loyalty to the Agency, but one of the things we can do better now, for exar.iple, is to nake representations to our own Governnent. This should be done irnediately. 

Mr. Greenberg did not feel that it would bo easy to bring the u. Se Government to take our side openly, though justice is certainly with us. l3ut after all, if Ar.lerica could take unilateral action on our behalf, other countries could do the sal!lo for the Arabs, It was essential, therefore, that we work through the United Nations. We should, however, press the Governcent regarding the plans it proposes to bring before the Security Council, There were three possibilities: a UN Amy; a synbolical UN Amy of 10,000, and the rest recruited on the spot; third - the worst and □ost difficult -- Haganah acting under the aegis of the UN. 

In his opinion, we should not cone out too strongly against l3ri tain because she is represented on the Security Council nnd can do us ouch ham there. Finally, 
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Mr. Greenberg thought that we had neglected to sone extent our press enlightennent work and were on the defensive as far as public opinion was concerned, This should be renedi ed. 

Mr. :Bublick thought that the Zionists of ke r1 ca failed in not giving voiee to their feelings, and this had led people in Washington to believe that we were satisfied. The celebrations, banquets, inscriptions in the Golden Book of the President, Herschel Johnson and others, had produced this inpressic.,n anong non-Jews throughout the country. It was up to us to indicate in Washington our real feelings of anger with our Governnent for not having done its duty, to let then know that we felt they had let us down. He fully agreed with Messrs. Frtsch and Rothenberg. In addition, he suggested a uass-protest neeting in Madison S~1are Garden,. 

Mr. Cruso said we certainly· should use all the neans at our disposal to exert public influence on the White Rouse anti tho State Departnent. He said that Mr. Eliahu Epstein had reported at another neet~.ng that there was an attitude of ho.stili ty in the State Department, even on the :l>art of those officials with whom he had been negotiating for a year or two and who were previously friendly, possibly because they thought partition would never go through. Nuw that the decision had passed, they were hosttle, It was, therefore, imperative to arouse public opinion, Mr, Rokach' s report wns T.'lost infornati ve and showed that we riust carry on nn intensive anti-British canpaign. If the MANCHESTER GUiBDIAN could ask for the legalization of the Hegar.ali, certainly we could do that and nlso ask our Govemnent for am.a for the Ha.ganvh. 

Dr. Greenberg said there wns a wide area of agree:-ient at this r.1eeting and there ,-,as no necessity to exaggerate the scope of disagroenont, When he said previously that certain things should be taken up by legal experts, he elininated hir1self as well~ Certainly the Emergency Council shouJ.d remain in the picture and nuke representations. It was only a question of tining. If his cdvice were asked about representations to the White Hou~e or the State De-partr.1ent within the next four days, his answer would bn rtna" because both places were busy with an entirely different angle of our si 15ue.tion. When t!1e tine comes for rcrresenterti ons, we could €Iilphasize that Great Britain, for all practico.l purposes, has abdicated in Palestine, :and this puts us in a position vis-a-vis the u. s. Gove~ rnent to demalld that the Haganah be recognized. 'Mien he referred to a small con-mi ttee to neet the next day, he did not tiean to elininate anybody here; it was Merely a question of getting things fornuJ.ated by a s::1aller group. Fundarientally, we should concentrate within the ne:{t few wAeks on ( a) telling the truth about Great :Sritain 1 s role in Palestine; and (b) vis-a,..vis our own Government, we, as .Americans, should urge it to do its duty. This was a task for the AZEC. He agreed with the suggest! ons made by Dr. Goldstein, Mr~ Tuvim and Dr,. Akzin. In this respect there was no disagreement around this table, nor between the AZEC and the Jewish Agency. As for details, they would have to be worked out, 

Summarizing the d.'iscussion, Dr. Goldstein said that Dr. Greenberg's suggestion for the appointment of a small comni ttee, which had been premature an hou~and .. ahalf ago, was new acceptable. We needed the discussion we hnd just had. The spheres of a.etion o! the Emergency Council, of the Jewish Agency, and. of joint action by both bodies were now clear. What still remained to be deoided upon was along what lines our protest should be registered in Washington. Our views should also be made known through a public relations program, with the help of the press, the radio, and the public platform, We must make our Governr.1ent understand that Jews in Palestine have to be given a chanco to defend themselves and L1ust be given arms to do it. It was doubtful whether all the necessary arms were available in Palestine. More were needed. In our public relatione program, we must place the 
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Jewish side before the public: this is not merely a boxing match; this is the 
case of Arab aggressors on the one side, and the Jewish people def ending its elf 
against them on the other. We must point out that our Government I s job was only 
begun when it helped to adopt the Palestine decision. Anns for Haganah, as well 
as legalization of the Haganah, were necessary. Britain's treachery should also 
be castigated. 

It was qgreed that we should not approach the Government within the next few 
days, 'tut should prepare the way for such approaches later on. 

PLENARY MEETING OF AZEC 

It was agreed that a plenary meeting of the Emergency Council be held in 
the near future, the dat o to be loft open. 

SUPPLEMENTARY BEPORTS FROM PALESTINE 

Mr. Auster said he wanted to impress upon tl10 meeting tho seriousness of the 
situation in Palestine. In his opinion, tho present attacks wore only~ rehearsal 
and would become more serious. He therefore wondered at the quiet \•rhich prevailed 
on the American scene. The situation in Palestine was not just a case of abdica
ti on on the part of the British; they 1.·rnre actively preventing us from def ending 
ourselves. There were incidents where arms tDken away from the Hagnnoh people had 
been given to the Arabs. It would not be sufficient if money or arms were sent, 
so long as the British remained thoro. He was in favor of asking for o.n inter
national force to be sent to Palestine. We should also urge that either the whole 
Commission or at least~ part of it go to Palestine as soon as possible. Their 
presence would prove helpful. The nost urgent task, however, was to see that our 
own defense forces were united as quickly as possible. 

Dr. Eliash said that securing ams was not sufficient. He warned of a possible 
war of attrition which night go on for years and which certain forces might use as 
an argur:ient that the partition of Palestine is a practical impossibility. It was 
felt in Palestine that American influence should go to the root of the problem, by 
exercising pressure on the British Governr:ient and on the Arab Govcrn□cn t s with a 
view to securing a change in their attitudes. 

Re supplies, even if arr.1s could not be sont today fro□ America, bullet-proof 
cars could be. A dozen bullet-proof cars would help the situation no end. 
Dr. Eliash had been asked particularly by the Vaad Kehilla to stress the necessity 
for obtaining these vehicles. We must have a couple of helicopters in Palestine. 
Money was needed as well. Time was of tho essonco; tho situation was considered 
to be extremely serious. 

!re Harzfeld said the Arab aim was to cut off certain areas and to isolate 
them. First they had wanted to cut off the Negev. That didn't work. 'I'he second 
part of the plan was to isolate parts of the Huleh -- here they also did not 
succeed. The third was in Beisrui. They wanted to isolate the Jordan Valley from 
Emek Jez reel. Now they were blockading the Old City of Jerusalem. If this si tuar
tion continued for several more days, the Jews would have to break through the 
blockade. 

The situation in Safad and on Mount Scopus was particularly shocking. There 
was a police post just on the outskirts of Safad, yet the police did nothing to 
stop the blockade. Mount Scopus, a diatraice of not even one mile fror.1 the center 
of Jerusru.em, was under consto.nt attack. 'Ihe srunc was true of the Jerusalcm
Tel-Aviv road. It mennt, therefore, that there was an open plot to allow the 
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Arabs to blockade and cut off and isolate these areas. We should expose this vicious plot. 

Mr. Tuvir.1 said the □ost shocking fact of all we had heard today was the fact that t his was the first tine ,-:e had hen.rd these things. We would have had four or five 11:i:-ess conferences by this time if we had known of these facts earlier. 

nr. Rokach suggested thnt the Council send a cable of enc ouragement to the Yishuv nnd n cor.u~unication to Great Brit~in regnrding the situation in the Old City of Jerusclen. 

I✓i:eeting cdjourned at 6: 15 P .M. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST lMERGENdY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF PLINUM 

January 21, 1948 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 34 

A meeting of the Plenum of the American Zionist F.mergency Council waa held 
on Wednesdq, Janu.aiy 21. 1948, at 8:15 P.M., at the Barbizon-Plaza Hotel, 
58th Street and 6th Avenue, New York City1 

PBESENT (Incomplete List) 

Dr. Israel Goldstein (presiding), David Breslau, Gedalia Bublick, Mrs. Moses 
P. Epstein, Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Paul L. Goldman, 
Mrs. David B. Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Irving Miller, Mrs. David 
de Sola Pool, Mrs. Hennan Shulman, Numa Torczyner, David Wertheim, Leo Wolfson. 

Daniel Auster,~. Burstein (Greater NY Council, Poale Zion), Rabbi B. Cohen, 
Dr. Morde~ai Eli ash, George Feinstein (Secretary of Bronx ZOA), Dr. Simon 
Federbusch, Miss Zelda Funk, Mrs. Samuel Gattegno (Bronx ZOA), Jacob Greenberg, 
Mrs. Joseph Hamerman (Hadassah National), s. Kaplan (Poale Zion, Bronx), Al Katz 
( ZOA, Indianapolis, Ind.), Arthur ~ourie, Dr. Mordecai Nurock, Judge Morris 
:Rothenberg. Mr. A. P. Schoolman, Moshe Shertok, M. J. Silverberg (Poale Zion), 
M. S~ Tqlor (7th ZOA District), Abraham Tulin, Rabbi Jeror.1e Unger. 

J3enj ami:n, .Akzin, ,11 ahu Ben-Ho rin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. I sreeli, Harry 
Steinberg, Abe Tuvim. 

REPORT BY DR. GOLDSTEIN ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Goldstein said it was about two weeks since he began to serve as 
Acting Chairman in Dr. Silver1e absence. He hoped Dr. Silver's absence would 
be brief because he was needed here. After welcoming Messrs. Shertok, Eliash 
and Auster, he reviewed the unfavorable developnents since the UN decision, 
particularly on the American scene. From aJ.l indications, the State Department 
was :British-oriented and desired a revision of the UN decision. Influential 
military quarters took the same view. It was understood that the Cabinet would 
discuss the Palestine problem 'Shortly. It allJ)eared that the strongest opposition 
would be encountered in Washington to any international force cal ling for Amarian 
or Soviet contingents. The suggestion was made that the precedent of 1939 and 
1940, when private American citizens joined the British and the French in their 
struggle against the Axis, might be repeated in Palestine. As for the embargo, 
the feeling in friendly circles in Washington was that in the course of time 
and with strong pressure, the shipment of arms for the Jews in Palestine might 
be permitted, especially if the UN would express itself in this sense. 

It had taken aome time following November 29th for the Jewish Agency to 
formulate its policies, but this had now been done, and the •ergency Council 
was girded for what was going to be one of the most active periods of its 
history. The capable and alert staff of the Emergency Council, headed in the 
absence of Harry L. Shapiro, by Abe Tuvim, had shown a great deal of initiative. 
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All those present had seen the advertisement placed. by the American 
Chrtstian Palestine Committee and the four points which it 811lphasized. These 

ar, also the points upon \\hich the American Zionist Emergency Council is baaing 
its attack. It was the duty of the Emergency Council to e~oae the attitude of 
the Arab States vie-a-vis t}le UN, the duplicity of the lhitish, and the role of 
the State Dep4rtm,ent. 

Dr. Goldstein analyzed the political situat\pn and reported o~ certain 
current activities of the Emergency Council: a press conference in Washington 
for Mayor Rokach; consultations w1 th Congreasional leaders; a meeting with a 
large number of members of Congress, with Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Neumann parti
cipating; conversations with Mayor O'Dwyer; the letter by Mayor Rokach to several 
hundred Mayors throughout the country. It was now planned to increase our 
Washington staff for the next eri tic al weeks. The American Christian Palestine 
Committee had been active. Its ad had appeared in a number of important news
papers in and outside of New York; copies of the ad had been sent to 3500 key 
individuals throughout the country. The ne\•1ly-organi zed Committee for Arms to 
Palestine was headed by Dean Alfange and was working in close coordination with 
the American Zionist Emergency Council. A gre at deal of material was being 
furnished to editors, columnists end radio commentators by our people, and 
ed.1 tori al comment was generally favorable. On the other hand, hostile comments 
were on the increase, mainly inspi·red by Washington sources, and there was the 
special problem of the Nt'W YORX TIMES. 

Mass meetings were taking place all over the country, and telegrams and 
letters were reportedly being sent to Washington in unprecedented numbers. Our 
main eff()1't should be directed at obtaining the 'iJholehearted lea.dershj.p of our 
Government in implementing the UN decision. 

REPORT BY MR. SHERTOK (on file). 

LETTER FroM DR. NEUMANN ( on file) • 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Tulin thought that our requests in Washington should be directed to 
the need for speedy implementation. The precise form of the measures to be 
taken should be left to private negotiations. He emphasized the danger of a 
position where the American Government could maintain that Palestine was no 
longer the concern of the United States• but the concern of the UN. At the 
same time, much capital could ·0e made by our enemies of the fa.ct that the UN 
resolution was just a recommendation, without binding force. Therefore, in 
approaching our Government, we should base our requests on American traditional 
policy, rather than on the UN recommendation. The Government took one little 
step in the Assembly toward asserting that policy; now it should go further. 
We should ask the Government to support the Jewish State in Palestine with 
all the means at its command, and first of all, to let us ship arms to our 
beleaguered brethren. It was reported in the press that Mr. McGrath had said 
he was mending all the fences he could. Well, here was a fence that he had 
to mend, and it should be impressed upon him that the fence was badly ltroken. 

Mr. Bublick said that o! the two methods of political action, throut?,b dis
creet approaches to 1 ea.ding personal! tie s and through appeals to public opinion 
and mass demonstrations, he preferred the latter. Letters were received by him 
daily demanding that this approach be followed. He urged a mass demonstration 
of half-ermillion Jews marching in the streets of New York. He also felt the 
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need of a mass-demonstration of Jews from all over the country in Washington, 
and expressed his concem over the failure of .the F.mergency Council to secure 
an interview with the President. 

Rabbi M11l~r agreed that the fight for the UN plan should not be allowed 
to become a purely Jewish fight, but should rally around itself all Americana of 
good-will. He expressed gratification over the American Christian Palestine, Com
mittee advertisement. 28king issue with Mr. Tulin. he thought it unwise to under
estimate the deep concern fox: the UN in .America. The fact that the UN had 
adopted the plan was therefore of great value. 

He suggested holding a Natione.l Emergency Conference of the Ameri con Zi onist 
Emergency Council in Washington, and fallying the support of elements and person
alities in Jewish life who hitherto had not cooperated with us but were now ready 
to help. 

REPORT BY MR. ABE TUVIM ON lMEmENOY COUNCIL PROOF.AH 

1-ir. Tuvim said that· the present political and public relations program of 
the Emergency Council was predicated on the four points mentioned by the Chairman 
and appearing in the ad of the American Christian Palestine Committee. The AZEO 
had been working along these lines for the pa.st three weeks in agreement with 
the Agency. Prior to that, there had been a period of ,a.elay ~n coordinating 
the efforts of the Agency and the Council. Our communities w~~e straining at 
the leash. It had been a very unwelcome task to hold them back, but this had 
to be done until the policy to be pursued was clearly formulated. The first 
gratifyillg result of our efforts to enlit#lten the country was reflected in favor
able editorial and radio comment. Nr. Tuvim explained the preparations made for 
mass-meetings and contact with leading political figures in different localities 
and on a national scale. (Details on file). 

DISCUSSION (Cont'd.) 

Mrs. Epstein expressed her satisfaction with Dr. Goldstein's and Mr. Tuvim's 
reports and suggested the need to answer adequately the oil argument used against 
us. 

Hr. 13en-Horin said the campaign which we were undertaking at this critical 
juncture could be greatly helped by Dr. Silver's return to this country. 

Dr. Goldstein thought the suggestion had merit. 

Hrs. Hal.J>rin said Palestine needed the one American leader who was there 
now. R~calling him would be taken as an acknowledgment of weakness on the part 
of American Zionism. The movement was eager to do all that was asked of it, and 
it was unfair to assume it needed one man to rally it. We should do ,dlat we can 
do here. and let Dr. Silver do what he can there and bring encouragement to the 
Yishuv. 

Judge Rothenberg expressed appreciation of Mr. Shertok1 s analysis of the 
present situation. Ile advised against implying that American policy on Palestine 
had still to be formulated. Instead, wo should emphasize that the .American Govern
ment has adopted a policy; that its position in the United Nations was a consequenre 
of that policy, and that all that is needed is to implement it. He agreed that 
the Palestine issue should not remain merely a Jewish issue. It certainly should 
not remain merely a Zionist issue. Today, the Jews of America were behind the 
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Jewish Sta.te policy. Witness Judge Proskauer's letter to the Editor of the 'l'ime~. 
Judge Roth'enberg suggested an all-embracing Jewish Conference on Palestine, with 
the participation of prominent non-Zionist Jewish leaders. 

Mr. Wertheim supported the idea of mass demonstrations in order to show the 
general American public that the Jews are in earnest. If possible, these 
demonstrations should take place earlier than the National Conference in 
Washington. 

Mr. Tuvim explained that the plan was for Brooklyn to have a mass-meeting 
under the auspices of the Brooklyn Zionist »nergency Council, in Manhattan under 
the auspices of the Manhattan Zionist ]mergency Council, and so on, for each 
borough. 

Mr. Frisch joined in express1ng appreciation of Mr. Shertok1s report. He 
felt eorey that ~rs. Halprin, in emphasizing the strength of the movement, be-
11 ttled the role of the individual leader. In every phase of history, it was 
an individual, leader who crystallized the ide~s of the movement, and Dr. Silver 
}lappened to be one of these leaders. There wns a. great deal to what Mrs. Halprin 
s~d when referring to the fact that the Yi ehuv needed Dr. Silver's presence. 
But eince the suggestion as to Dr. Silver's return had been made, it would be 
better to send him the minutes of this meeting so that he could decide where he 
was needed most. 

Dr. Goldstein, summarizing, said that had Dr. Silver snticipated the rapid 
developments of the last weeks, he mi€},.t have hesitated to go. Since Dr. Silver 
was pemaps not entirely aware of the thinGs we knew as a result of our contacts 
with Washington, he should be made aware of the situation, so as to be in a 
:position to make a decision as to where he was needea. most. Dr. Goldstein felt 
the meeting had been fruitful. In ad.di tion to the infonnati ve report of Mr. 
Shertok, we had had an opportunity to discuss our program of action, and as he 
saw it, the program as outlined by Mr. Tuvim, with the addition of one or two 
further suggestions made here, had the approval of all those present. The 
additional. suggestions were those of Mr. Bublick for largt-scale mass demon
strations; of Judge Rothenberg for an all-Jewish impressive Conference, in order 
to danonatrate .American-Jewish unity on the subject of Palestine; and the sug
gestion of Rabbi Hiller for a National Emergency Conference of al.l our Emergency Councils. 

Meeting adj oumed 12 midnight • 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 119 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

January 29, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Jmergeney 
Council was held on Thursday, January 29, 1948, at 3100 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Israel Goldstein (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, !einesh Epstein, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Dr. Raphael Gold, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, Mrs. Daviq. B. Greenberg, Rabbi Max Xirshblwn, Rabbi Irving Miller, Dr. l!manuel Neumann, Judge Morrie Rothenberg, Charles Sherman, David Wertheim, Baruch Zuckerman. 

Daniel Auster, Ernest E. Barbarash, Dr. Mordecai Eli ash, Arthur l,ourie, 
Mrs. Golda Meyerson, Dr. Mordecai Nurock, Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart, Abe Tulin, 
Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Amold x. Isreeli, 
Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran, Joeeph P. Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

BEPORT BY DR, GOLDSTEIN 

Dr. Goldstein said that it was found impossible to advance our cause in 
Washington without the support of public opinion, The American Zionist imergency 
Council accordingly informed the constituent groups and local committees that the mass action for which the rank-and,..file had beep clamoring for a long time, was now in order. The response to this was highly gratifying. Jews throughout 
the count17 were now active along the lines sugges,ed by us. Results could 
already be discerned in editorials, comments of col~ists, and particularly in communications that had been addressed to Washi~,ton by local communities and peraonali ties. As an instance, Mr. Gael Sull1V$!1 had told Dr. Goldstein that he himself must have had received five thousand. telegrams from local political leaders. Large meetings were also part of the program. In New York, a mass meeting had been arranged at Manhattan Center for Februa.ry 5th. Mayor 
0 1Dwyer was scheduled to speak and so was Senator Tobey. The other boro~s 
were arranging meetings in the course of the next two weeks. The Young Zionist Actions Committee had held a very large meeting two nights ago, commemorating 
the .American Jewish boys who had died in !lalestin.e. The »oard of Rabbis had issued a statement, the Synagogue Council of America had been quite active. 
All thie might be expected to gain further momentum. Other suggestions were 
being studied. Public attention was now focused on the situation in Palestine 
and on the dilatory attitude of the Administration. This had improved the 
political climate and had m~de it easier to persuade the Administration to adopt a more responsive attitude. 

Dr. Goldstein reported in detail on the contacts made with leading personalities in Washington and elsewhere, on the info11Dation available regarding the attitude of President TrllDan, Seoretary Marshall, Secretary Forrestal and others, and on the dinner meeting held in Washington with some fifty members of both 
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Houses of Congress. There seemed to be some substance to the story published by 
James Reston that the Administration was trying to enlist Republican support 
for a new Palestine policy. The oil argument and the tense international si tuEr
tion were being used to obtain Republican and general Congressional support for 
an abandonment of the United. Nations Plan. Some progress was being made in 
counteracting these manoeuvres; but much remained to be done, . 

We have just begun, Dr. Goldstein continued, to stem the tide that has been 
manacing us during the last month. It was necessary to formulate the best 
possible answer to the insidious oil argument, and to work out a program for 
enforcement, perhaps in tenns of a volunteer force rather than of national. con
tingents. Our contacts in Washington should be intensified, end our personnel 
there increased. And it would be most helpful if our friends throughout the 
country' would make known their thoughts on the subject of Palestine to the White 
House and to the members of Congress in ever-increasing numbers. 

Dr. Goldstein infonned the meeting of the forthcoming return of Dr. Silver 
and thanked the membership and staff of the Council for the cooperation which 
they had given him. 

NATIONAL BtERGENCY CONFERENCE 

Dr. Goldstein asked the Executive to authorize the holding of a national 
conference of Zionist :Emergency Committees, in line with a suggestion made in 
the plenum. (ADOPTED) 

DISCUSSION 

Further clarification of the political situation and of the measu~es to be 
taken was achieved during a discussion, with the participation of Rabbi Miller, 
Dr. Akzin, Mr. Tulin, Mr. Ben-Horin, Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Zuckerman, Mr. Frisch, 
Mr. Tuvim, Hr. ,·rertheim, Mr. I sreeli, Mr. Friedel. Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Neumann. 

~ORr BY MRS. GOLDA MEYERSOW 

Mrs. Meyerson said that, while bending all ou~ ~fforts to obtain the support 
of the American and other governments, it was essential for us to strengthen our 
own forces, since it was possible that the Yishuv would have to bear the burden 
of carrying out the United Nations Plan. Because of this, it was essential that 
the hands of the Yiahuv be strengthened immediately, chiefly through the pro
vision of a maximum amount of cash to enable the Haganah to purchase mill tary 
equipnent. 

Regarding the attitude of the l3ri ti sh, Mrs. Meyerson said that• while their 
aversion to partition was known, it was not foreseen that they would practically 
align themselves with the Arab forces against the Yishuv. Once this became clea~ 
it was nevertheless decided to concentrate the limited forces of the Yishuv on 
one front and not to open a second front. Despite provocation on the part of 
the Go·-.r~rnment, open conflict \\ii.th the British was avoided, contacts with the 
Hifh C-Jm.-nlssioner ~,.d Chief Secretary were kept up, and the liaiaon with the 
po:,.-~ca r-md ".:he military was intensified. All this was done in an effort to 
preTre'.'.t further deteriorat~.on. There was some measure of success, but essentially 
the e.t't.i tude of the Government remained unchanged. Demoralization in the lower 
ranks of the police wa$ complete. On a higher level, the Chief Secretaiy -- beu,.g 
a stronger personality and more hostile than the High Commissioner -- was in con
trol. Not a single promise mo.de to Mrs. Meyerson or to Itr. Ben-G11rion on the 
question of secur1 ty had been kept. 

The meeting adjourned at EH15 P.M, 



.. CONFIDENTIAL NC• 180 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST lMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EDCUTIVE COMMITm 

March 8 , 1948 

A meetin~ Qf the Executive Committee of the American Zion1a, •• ,,... 
Council was hel~ Q~ Mondcy, March 8, 1948, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 MaU1oa 
Avenue, New York oity. 

PBFSINT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia. Bublick, Pinchas Cruao. 
Mra. Moses P• lpatein, Na.tan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, Berl Feymer, .Dr. Raphael 
H. Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Mrs. »ert Goldstein, Dr. Isr2.el Goldstein, Mra. Sam 
Goldstein, Mra. David B. Greenberg, Mrs. Scnuel W. Halprin, llabbi Maz linhblu, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, ludge Morrla ht!ienberg, Tall,ala fubla. 
David Wertheim. 

Ernest I. !arbarash, Isaiah L. Xenen, Isaac Naiditch, Dr. Mor4eca1 h •• 
Dr. Ignacy Schwarzbart, Abrahom Tulin, Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horia, Gerold J'rank, Amold I. I1ree1t. 
Harold P. Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadron, Joseph P. Stem1tein, Abe !l'urim• 

g>ORT BY DR, SILVER ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver reported on developments in the Security Council. The actJoa 
taken by the Council, though not entirely satisfactory, put the Security 
Council and its future deliberations behind the resolutions adopted Nov,mbe7 

29th. and directed negotiations to be carried out with a view to the 1:mp1 ... 
mentation of those deciaiona. No ground wns lost to date. ibe matter was 
now in the hands of the :Big lour, and 1 t was anybody• a gue1s what wou1,4 ••"C' 
:trom their a.,11beration•• Mforts might still be made on the part rtl one or 
another gov,mment to aucgeat new negotiations with Jews and Abbe• Ola •• 
aub.1ect of an international tore• there was great heal ,atioa on all tl49a. 
There are somewhat better prospect, tor a favorable 4ecla1oa on '11•1ewla 
mili t1a, and th11 might lead to the reTleion of the •barge,. Jy aow •• 
Admini1tration ought to 'be aware tllat ,~. Austin atatem•\ wae W~ reed••' 
all over the 0ount17. 

PaJ.e1tin1an J•WJ'7 ~•• acr•ti •• the •ompoaltlea el• 1•n::::•S .... n. 
ment to be appointed b7 the tJI l•mi 11loa. Dr. 111••• 414a•, tllat th• 

Oemmie11oa would lnt•ri,••• •7 1erlou.1 Uf:tlwltl••• 9'•7 w-. •f ••n•. 
aee to it that place, •• the ,.Te11111at were "•••"•& fer lb• a.....rMa 
re1tient1 of the J8"'1h Ital•• Ila• repen la th• pn11 a'boul •• ••fll••Uoa 
ot lapaab. aad Irgua ••••• ••vactnc. the ne,o,1a,1oa1 ia.,. '•• -••lutei 
aat1atacttr11r. th• acn••t ••• aov ,, l'a,lfl•t \7 •• ra.,ntS.ff et \be 

Ag•-=r• It thl1 we•• ..... it w-.1& ~ • ~•• &&t• ,., 14talla• lwr,. 
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REPORT ON D1ERGEHCY COUNCIL ACTIVITIES BY MR. TUVII-I 

Mr. Tuvim reported that the activities launched some time ago ,,,ere being 
su:: tained over a long period. Wires and letters continued to reach Washington 
in la:-·ge numbers, meetings were being helc., political lenders were being reached 
by Je1: s and Chri.stians in numerous communities, and there was no let..-down in 
any of these acti-,ities. In the larger centers, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, 
there was even an increase in activities. The Zionist parties were cooperating 
wholeheartedly in these efforts. The ZOA, the Hadassah, and occasionally the 
Labor groups, wer0 re-issuing our directives to their memberships. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT BY P.A.BBI MILLER 

Rabbi Miller said that from the vantage point o£ Washington it was possible 
to observe the ·terrific negative reaction of Araerican public opinion to Austin 1s 
speecho The spontaneous reaction of the press, of the columnists and of people 
in public life, who were almost unanimous in calling it a sell-out. has made a 
profound :tmpression. After reporting in detail about the various activities 
conducted recently in Washington, Rabbi Miller drew attention to the fact that 
the anti-Zionist force3 huve lately enlisted writers, educators and churchmen 
to create an unfavorable current of opinion. 

DISCUSSION 

Dr,, Silver, Mrs. Greenberg, Mr. Manson, and Mrs. Halprin discussed the 
stepped-up activities of the Gildersleeve-Kermit Roosevelt group and the use by 
that group of material originating with Merwin K. Hart and Benjamin Freedman. 

Mr. Cruso informed the moating of the support given to the partition 
plan by Jewish Trade Union groups and of the stoppage of work officially 
ordered by the trade union movement in protest against the policy of the 
Administration. 

Mrs. Greenberg infonned the AZEC of the Conference arranged by the .American 
Association for the United Nations which she had atten<.led. The conference 
was attended by representatives of 62 organizations, united in "The Emergency 
Committee !ro Save the United Nations and the Pe.lestine Decision". The policy 
of this body was to stress the importance of the Palestine issue in the general 
context of strengthening the United Nationc. The orgar.izntion planned newspaper 
ads, radio broadcasts, etc. 

Mr. Tuvim said that the AZEC was cooperating with this organization, not 
only nationally, but eiso in the local communities. 

Mr. Goldman said the only mass demonstration arranged by the Zionist 
movement lately was the meeting in Manhattan Center some time ago. Re felt a 
desire on the part of the Jews in New York to demonstrate on a larger scale, 
by closing shops and stores, etc. Our failure to call for action of this kind 
gave an opportunity to groups with no deep interest in our cause to utilize it 
for their own purposes. 

Dr. Gold asked that more attention be paid to enlightening the church 
groups in the Christian communities regarding the Palestine issue. 

Mr. !en-Horin drew attention to the confusion created by the similarity 
of the names used by the organization fonned by the United Nations Association 
with the "Committee to Save the United Nations and tt..e Je·.nsh Staten, fo?JDed 
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~r,, G::1ldstein, Mrso Epstein, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Wertheim. Mrsc Halprin, 

l.r 9 Neu11a~n, Rabbi Kirshblum, Mrs. Israel Gold.stein and Dr. Silver participated 

ind. discuss~.on \'ith re ,..,ard to the American Jewi~h Conference. It was felt that 

the continued ecti vi ty of the Conference was of great value. 

BUDGET 

::1r. Tu'Vim requested authority to spend an additional $100,000 to intensify 

our work until October 1948, of which $GO,OOO was to be usod for the work of 

th.e Oom:ci 1 proper. APPROVED. 

CG.aRE~FONDENCE :BETWEEN JUSTICE D:El>ARTJ1ENT AND ZOA 

Dr. Akzin re orted on rm exchange of corresi..,ondence between Mr. Foley of 

the Justice Derartruent and the ZOA. 

00!-~.fUNICATION FBOH THE LOS ANG-ELJ:}S EMBRGDtcy CODNCIL ______ ... _____ -------

A communication was read from the Los Angeles Emergency Council suggesting 

the integr ation of the work of all friendly organizati O'". S• 

Dr. Silver said that the AZEC requested additional info rmo.tion from Los 
Angeles on this question. 

REPORT OF MR. M.AN.SON_OH HIS VISIT TO PALESTIME 

Mre Monson said that he found the Yishuv firm in its re nolve to carry on. 

He had heard these words many times, but had. ne ~ er really felt their significance 

until he himself witnessed the behavior under the most dif ·~icul t circm,~tances 

of the vecy wonderful youth \'lhich he was sure had no eq_ttal an?wher·e in the world. 

The security problem there ,-,as vecy serious. One could not overstate the urgency 

of the anns needs. He illuntrated the si tun.ti on by relating his experiences in 

the training centers and at the fighting fronts. 

Replying to Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Manson said tho.t the Agency Press Department 

includes some first-rate people who are trying to do a very difficult job under 

the worst of conditions~ He analyzed the public relations problems that exist 

in '.Palestine todey and strer.sed that, in dealinf; ~ with American correspondents, 

the problem was mainly one of organization. The averr•.ge American reporter 

believes that both the Jews and the Arabs are con~t • t ly bombarding him with 

propaganda, while he is seeking primarily the "dry fnctr." concerning doily events. 

The :Sri tish have very cleverly set themselves up as a "neutral" source of infor

mation, and the commt:.niques issued by the Public Information Office in Jerusalem 

are seemingly o':,jecti ve accounts of military encagcmer.t ts. The:r are , in fact, 

distortions, but are presented in so 11 dispassionate 11 s.. wa:.,r as to convince the 

newspaperman that the Piu should be his chief ource of information., He very 

seldom covers events himself because he doesn't want to be killed. 

Mr. Manson had made specific proposru.s to t~e Age:-.cy in order to improve 

the public relations set-up and he believed that they were eing put into effect. 

Meeting adjourned 5~20 P~M~ 
n.A. 
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CO FILL. TIAL NO,. 122 

.A?'~FlC.AN ZIONIST EMERG CY CO~CIL 

MINUTES OF UEETI ~G OF EXECUTIVE CCAt.1 ITTEE 

March 30, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of t he .American Zionis t Emergency 
Council wa s held on Tuesday, ?,larch 30, 19-18, a t 8 : 15 . H., , at 342 Lcdi son .\.ve'1ue, 

NeH York Ci tyo 

PRESll1T 

Drca Abba Hillel Silver (presidi n ) , Pincha.'> Cruso , Eeinesh Epstein, Na t an 
Friede:,., Daniel Frisch 1 Dro Berl ]'rymer, Dr. Ra1hnel Go l d, Paul Lo Goldman , 
Dr. Israel Golc..stein, Mrs. Bcnjmnin Gotte mn ·· n , J nd1;e Louis Eo Levi nthal, Rabbi 
Joseph Ho Lookstein, Rabbi Irving Uller, 1: r <'. Lr t~1tm D~ Perlmnn , Lr s. David de 

Sola Pool. David Wertheimo 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, Itzhak Kail)man, Isai d 1 L. Ke en , -!i ss J e·nnet t e Leibel, 
Arthur Lourie, Elihu D. Ston~, Yehuda Tubin, Ab~ahwn Tulin, Rabbi Jerome Unger, 
Samuel Jo Zacks. 

Dr& Benj amin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P~ i." cnson, 
Leo R. Suck, Harry L~ Shapiro, Dr. B€mjamin Shwadrnn, Abe Tuvima 

• 
REPORTS OF AZEC ACTIVITIES 

Mro Shapiro reported on the r.cti vi ties of t he :Emergency Coimcil i n the pas t 
week, particularly in the fiel ds of press, spe akers ' bureau and community activi
ties. He drew attention to the concerted efforts made latel;/ to place Zionism 
in an unfavorable light, as evidenced by the editorial in 11Li f P 11 , the Kermit 
Roosevelt article in uuarpcr 1 s 11 , the Dodge article in Reader 1s Digest end others. 
All this required a special effort to enli r,hten the American public as to the 
true stat~ of affairs, which was being done. 

Mr. Tuvim reported on the prog~oss of t•., o planned mnss activities, the 
Veterons march on April 4th end the Day of ? obiliz ation and Ptayer on April 8th. 
Both demonstrations ,,:ere shaping up well. Abot1:t 40,000 veterru1s -,ere expected 
to march. and it was ho_p ed that tens of tho us ana s of peoJ)le would attend the 
demonstration. On_ the Dry of Prayer, all reli gious g rOUJ) S were coonerc'..ting most 
diligently. The ZOA and Hada.ssah we re very hel ,):ful, and he s ug~ested that the 
other constituent g1oup a be asl--ed about their wo1·k in this connection. 

DISCUSSION 
. 

Rabbi Miller informed the meeting that there was a desire on the part of 
some business people in e,,. York to participate in the Mobilization Day observ
ance on April 8th by closing their busines nes. 

Dr. Frymer reported that the LoZeOeA<i -Poale Zion, the Pioneer l·Tomen and 
their affiliated groups, had been in touch with all their branches and had 
cont cted their membership on the teleuhone to assure the success of the 
Veterans' marcho Mobilization Dey activity had not yet started, 
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Dr. Silver requested. Dr,, Frymer to ex:p l cin a reference to him in a recent 
Poale-Zion circular. .After an er.planu.tiun by Dr~ Frymer, Dr. Silver took sharp 
issue \•iith its propriety and veracity, 

~.f.MERICAfT VOTERS ] 'OR A -~E\·lISH. STATE" 

Dr. Akzin and Mrc Tavim reported tha,t an orgBni zation ho.d been fonned in 
Ne~-, Jersey under the nar1 e of 11 Ameri can Voters for a Jm-risll St nte 11 

., Son e ques .. 
tions hacl arisen as to our attitude regarding that body. 

I-iiss Leibel, DrQ Silver, Dr~ R .. Gold, Ero Wertheim, Rabbi Lookstein and 
Mro Stone took part in the diseussion. 1he sug1sesti.on was made th 2. t the Council 
disavow that organization$ It ·was felt, ho,-:ev-er, that this might constitute Dn 

inappropriate interference uith the eYei.'Cise. of their ri ghts by individual 
American citizens and tnat, since the or1-:an:ization t·:c,s entirely unconnected 
with the AZEC and with any Zionist gro;.ip, no acti on on the part of AZEC was 
called foro 

Dr. Silver expresced rec ret over the press reports of J3er6son-group propa
ganda fo'!" recruiting volunteers for Pale Dtine., He invi ted the constituent 
bodies to acquaint their membership with the hann t·hich this propaganda was 
causing the Zionist move:nen to 

The question t·ras further d:i. scn '.".: secl 1>y Bar.,bi iiiller; !Ir. Stone, 1-rr~ Goldman, 
Rabbi Gold, Dr. Silver, Mr. Hanson, li r. Tulin and r;ro Wertheim, ,-:ho asked \1hether 
the United Zionists-•Revisionist s and the Ir"~un ,-1ere connected 1th this propa
ganda., Dr~ Silver replied that as f a r as he was auD.re , this uas not the ca•·e. 

filrl?ORT A~];L DISCUSSION ON THE POJiITIC.AL SI'.11UATIOIJ 

Dro Silver reported on the latest developments in Lake Success and 
,·Tashinr~tono The attitude of the American Gove:rnrient, c1s 0videnced by 
l,iro Austin I s resolutions intTodur,ed thn.t 8fternoon in t~1e Security Cou.ncil, 
was most shocking., There ·1as re,~son to believe that this policy did not 
originate with the heads of the Coven1r'l€nt ·out that t h ey lere used by sub
ordinat E::s and by special interests intent on bringJng about an unfavorable 
solution& 

Q,uestions and commrntri \·Jere offerec7. by Dr. Ak zin, 1'1r. Tulin, Lr. Epstein, 
Dr. Goldstein, Dro Geld, Hrs. Poc ,l, Mr. Friec.el, Mr~ Lourie and Rabbi I-Iillerl' 

In reply to en inqn.i.ry by Rnb.Ji Hil.1er , Hr. Tnvim re:ported on the con
sultations with non-Zionist gJ·oups . Thour)1t was being given to a conference 
of about 150 leaders in Ne r York. 

Rabbi Miller believed that such a conf ei·ence ,-.,ould not sufficiently 
dramatize the feelings of the AmericEm Jewish Comnm.rityo He visualized M. 

extraordinary assembly of 20,000 cl.eleg1.tes in rladison Squc..,re Gardon, 1~epre
senting e -.,.~ry orgllnization, syna::;ogne,lod[:e, distri.ct, ancl chapter, t-1hich 
would iss"ue a historic declaration on behnlf of the JcHs of Americae 
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Mr. Hanson and Hro Tuvim voiced their apyirov[ll 0-f the suegest:i.on end 
proposed that this meeting be held on Hay 16th. 

VETER.AUS' MARCH 

A brief discussion took place· regarding the technical as1_-,ect of th0 
Vetercllls i i-Iarch and the Madi son Sq_uare ParL. meeting schcdul ed for .Ai).i:i] 4tho 

Meeting adjourned at 10: 30 PgMo 

• 



COm1IDENTIJ\L NO. l23 

.AMERIO.AN ZIONIST EMERG]lTCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING- OF EXECUTIVE COM! IITTEE 

April 6, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held on Tuesday, April 6, 1948, at 4~00 P.M., at 342 !,Iad.ison AveJiue, New York Oi ty. 

PRESENT 

Rabbi Irving Miller (presiding), Pinchas Cru.so, l3einesh ~stein, Na tan Friedel, Mrs. Bert Goldstein, Mrs. Benjamin CottesmDn, Miss Hadaasah Levine, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Mrs. David de Sola Fool, Numa Toreiyner. 

Ernest E. :Barba.rash, Dr. I. :a. :Berkson, F.a."obi ~hili-p s. Bernstein, Arthur Lourie, Yehuda Tubin, Rabbi Jerome Unge1 .. , Di ... I c~n ucy Schuarzbart. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, GeroJ.d Frank, Arnold !\Q I sreeli, Htl.rold P. IIanson, Harry L. Sha:piro, Dr. ]enjunin Shwadran, Joseph P. Sternstein, Abe 'l'uvim. 

REPORT BY MR. SHAPIRO on :ENERG:El:!CY com·:cIL ACTI VITIES - ·- ·~ ·-,---- ----
Mr. Shapiro reported on some of the activities of the Frnergency Council in the press, throu~ community contocts and i n the mngazine fleld. A concerted p~ aganda campaign was now being condu.cted a gai nst the Uif deci sion by the State Department, Defense Department, the major oil companies, the AJ;"abs ancl. the British. Despite this array of forces, some progess was being made in enlightening the country. Good ,·,ork was being done in Washington. 

~ splendid job had been accomplished by the communities throughout the pount·ry. M2ny large mass activities ,1ere being conducted this very treek, most of them on Thursday night following the Day of Mobili za.ti on and Prayer. The New York Veterans• Parade had generated a denand for similar demonstrations in many of the ~arger cities . In Chica.go and St. Louis similar affairs ,-,ere already scheduled to take place. In Los ,Angeles, Milwa,1kee, :Boston and Baltimore largesc~e activities were being carried on at the moment. 

In the labor field, the roale Zion had t oken the i nitiative for a mass rally of the labor movement at the Yankee Stati um on April 14th. The AZEC expected to give its full cooperation in tpis effort. 

,REPORT BY MR. TUVIM ON THE VETERAUS' PARADE 
I 

Mr. Tu.vim said that the Jewish lfa.r Veterans had estimated that 50,000 people participated im the parade. Estimates on the audience varied; most papers gave 250,000 for the march and 150,000 for the meeting in Madison Square Park. A conservative estimate of those participating in the mnrch Md the meeting, in addition to veterans, would be 360,000. In addition to the Neu York press, it was understood that Chicago papers had covered the demonstration, as did the newsreels. 
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1r. Tuvim proposed that a letter of thanl-:s be sent to the Jeuish 't·!ar 
Veterans for their ma€)1if~cent part in the demonstration on April 4th. J.FPROVED. 

r.Ir. Tuvim further expressed his appreciation of the fu.llr coo~erction which 
the AZEC received on that occ~sion from the constituent groups. 

Rabbi Lookstein expressed appreciation for the work of the AZEC staff, 

Dre Sch,-,arzbart said rep0rts from the DP camps ind.ic;;.ted the feeling that 
they were being let dotm by American Jeury. He suC;cested the sending of material 
on the pe.rade and of a mesnage that would help to lift their moro.le, 

REPORT 'BY MR. ISREELI ON DAY OF MOBII,IZATiflN l,pJ2. FRAYER 

Mrl) Isreeli said the project had ori ::,inated with the Union of Orthodox 
Rabbis who called tot;ether representatives of va1-i0us orgnniza.tions, Ur. Isreeli 
:representing the Council, for a dEJy of prayer ond intercession for Palestine. 
The Mizra.:hi was especially active in this matter, <1nd Dro Silver ,,;as also con
sulted.. The Synagogue Council of America, whic11 represents orthodox as well as 
conservative and reform congre6a,tions 9 joined in this project. As a result, over 
8,000 synagogues and 1.~00 ra1:bis in various communities uere cooperating on this 
projecto In many nei[h·uorhoods work ,-,as being stor>ped and bu.sinesses closed on 
that day at 4;00 oicloc1:o Sco:i:·es of manufacturers ~nc1. mDnufacturers' c1ssocia
tions cooperated in this rega:i.1 do Postal cards uere being distributed to the 
synagogues for the sending of protests to \'lashincton, and many communi. ties and 
synagogu.es were :printing their 01-m ce.rds. 

Many places outside Nei;! Yor1 uere even more active tlu,n Me,-, York. A parti
cularly gratifying f aature ,. as the unprecec.ented sol idarity of the c ifferent 
rabbinical g!'oUps which were coc11erating on this proposal~ The AQldah was also 
very helpful~ 

In conclusion, Mre Isreeli reported on the rab ini.cnJ. convocation and 
service held in the Anshe Chesed Synago6ue in New York with the participation 
of Dr. Silver. 

Mr. Cruse suggested that in addition to individual protests, collective 
resolutions of protest might be adopted by corigrrgati ons. 

Mrs., Bert Goldstein asked whether it w s contenplated to extend the 
religious demonstration to the churches as well~ M:r? Shapiro replied that in 
some places Christian ministers werG going t0 partici·pat.e in the Jewish services. 
Rabbi Miller said that churches might set aside a Sunday to hold spcci 1 services. 

Mr. Shapiro said that the Prayer Dey services ,1ould receive good news 
coverage and possible editorial comMont. 

REPORT ON THE POLITICAL SITUATIO BY MRG LOURIE 

Mr, Lourie reported on the political sit1ation, i eluding n review of the 
recent Security Council meetings, American proposals for a trusteeship and a 
truce, activities of the UN Palestine Commission, and the activities of the 
American Section of the J'ewi sh Agency. 

Rabbi Lookstein, Mrs. de Sola Pool, Numa Torczyner, Dr, Akzin, 
Dr. Schwarzbo.rt, Rabbi Miller, Beinesh Eps ,ein, Pinchas Cruse, Naton Friedel 
and Mrs. Bert Goldstein participated in the discussion of this repo1~. 
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Mrs. Pool asked whether the group of organizations led by the .American Association for the United Nations was still active in its support of the UN decision. Mr. Shapiro confirmed this fact. 

Rabbi Lookstein said the situation in Jerusalem should be given sorious attention. Christian sentiment should be aroused over the safety of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Shapiro informed the meeting regarding the steps taken in this mn.tter~ 

THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Mrs. Bert Goldstein thought that something should be done to in«uca.te that the march on Washington being organized by certain groups for ,A.pril 15th was not in any wey connected with the Zionist movenent. Perhaps this result could be achieved by orgnnizing some similar activity on our own. 

Rabbi Miller and Mr. Shapiro concurred in thinking that while no such demonstration could be organized prior to ,A.pril 15th, it was clear to the public that the Zionist movement was unconnected with the 11March 11 planned for that day. 

TELEGP.AM FROM JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF HAIFA 

Rabbi Miller read a telegram which had just been received from the Jewish Community Council of Raif a. It contained a plea from the parents of those imprisoned in Kenya. Mr. Lourie said that the matter had already been taken up by the Agency; the British were quite obdurate in refusing to release the detainees before their troops wero removed from Palestine on August 1st• 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST :EMERGENCY COUMO!L 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTlVE COMMITTEE 

(Jointly with American Section of Jewish Agency for Palestine) 

April 27, 1948 

A joint meeting of the Exeeuti ve of the American Zionist :E)nergency Council 
with the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency ·ras !1eld on 
Tuesday, April 27th, at 8 :15 l' .M, at the office of the Je,..rl. sh Agency for Pales
tine, 16 East S6 Street, new York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr, 1-Tahwn (}oldmann, I-Irs. Sumuel W. 
Holprin, Dr. Emanuel Neummn, r-foshe Shertok. 

Beinesh Epstein, I rs. ~oses Pe Epstein, Natan Friedel, Daniel Frisch, 
Dr. Berl Frymer, Dr. RaphL!.el H., Gold, !irs. Bert Go,_dst ein, Hrs > S['m Goldstein, 
Mrs, David B. Greenberg, Raboi N~x Kirshblum, Rabbi Irving ::ill er, Judge ',Iorris 
Rothenberg, Charles Shennan, Tirs- Dr.,vid de Sola Pool, Elihu D. Stone, Baruch 
Zuckennan. 

Herschel Auerbc.ch, Ernest Bc1rb, rash, r r. and Mrs. Harr~, Batshaw, Rabbi 
Philip S. Bernstein, Pinchas Cruso, Moses P" Epstein, Mendel Fisher, Paul 
Goldman, A. Goodman, Mrs. :Benjamin Gottesn :n, J acob Greenberg, Zvi Hennnn, 
Mrs. Arthur Lourie, Dr. J. Liebe1m;m, Benja1nin Hintz, Dr. s. Mose ., , Isaac 
Naiditch, Mrso D. Rnbinowitz, Jacob Riftin, Mrs. s. Rosensolm, Dr. I &1ncy 
Sch\·rarzbart, Urs. Moshe Shertok, 11iss Marie Syrkin, Jacquc3 Torczy.ner, Yehuda 
Tubin, Abe Tulin, Babbi Jerome Unger, Dr. Oscar Wolfsberg. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu B en-Horin, Gerold Frank , Arnold K. Is reeli, 
William Kaufnan, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :Benjamin ShwadrDn, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

Dorothy Adelson, Michael Corney, Aubrey S. Eban, Eliahu Epstein, Lionel 
Gelber, Gottlieb Hammer, Simon IIennan, Dr.. 11~ Kah any, I sniah L. Ken en, Arthur 
Lourie, Gideon Ruffer, Moiam Toff, foshe Yuval. 

UNITED NATIOMS DEVELO?MENTS 

!.tr. Shertok surve ed the day 1 s developments at the United Nations in both 
the Poli ti cal Committee and the Trusteeship Council. Reports on the situation 
in Palestine were given by :1essrs. E~ Ben-Horin, J. Riftin ond M. Corney. The 
implications of the proposals for at ruce in the Old City of Jerusalem, as well 
as of a truce of a wider character, ,,ere consideredo It we s pointed out that 
final deoi sion on these matters rested ,.ri th the Execnti ve in Palestine; and it 
was agreed that insofar as recommendations should corne from here, the matter 
should be considered at a further meeting of the Americbn Section of the Executive. 

RECOGNITION OF JEWISH srr .. TE ~y Ul~~TFJ) si.i:i. TES 

A telegram was read from the Washington office of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council regarding the problem of the recognition of the Jewish State 
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by the United States, In a discussion which followed, it was felt that the 
introduction of a resolution to that effect was premature. At the some time 
it t-ras agreed that certain preparatory work should in the meanwhile be undertaken. 

ARA:B LEGION 

It was agreed that the attimtion of the .American public should. be fooused on 
the responsibility of the UnitA4 Kingdom Government in the event of nny possible 
invasion of Palestine by the Arab Legion. It was suggested, in this connection, 
that a systematic campaign shoul4 be initiated under the auspices of an appropriate 
body. 

It was further suggested that the American :public should be enlightened on 
the detrimental effects of British policy in Pe,lestine and the Middle Eo.st on 
American national interests. 

FREEDOU TRAUT 

It was proposed that a series of Freedom Trains carrying ~~ifts of supplies 
for Palestine be organizedo Attention was drnwn to the fnct that suC'h proposal 
had previously been considered 'by the Unit·ed JeNish Appeal. and it ,,,r,,s agreed 
that a committee of the Fme :-~f 6J.1 c.:y Council, headed by Rabbi l:iJ.ler 9 ~:.cv.:~d explore 
with the .United Jeuish Appeal the possibility of positive actio.i.1 in t!'J.i3 matter. 

CELEBRATION OF DECLARATION OF J:81:.!SH STATE 

It was proposed that on May 15 or 16 a large rally be held in Neu York in 
celebration of the projected declnre,tion of the Jewish State on that date. It 
was suggested that representatives from all communities throu1~out the country 
be invited to this gathering. After discussion, it was a.greed that no definite 
arrangement should be made until it was clearly seen what the si tu.ation would be 
on May 15. In the meant,ime, the option on Madison Square Garden should be main-
tained and a. cormnittee should be appointed to prepare a tentative plan for the , 
celebrations, which need not necessarily be limited to one dayo It was agreed 
that a committee to be ai,pointed by the chairman would cooperate in this matter w1 th the staff• 

The meeting adjoumed at 11:40 P.M • 
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COHFIDEllrl.AL UO. J.25 

.AMERICAU ZIOlHST EUERGJm.JCY COuUCIL 

MilJUTES OF ?.IEETIUG OF E.UCUTIVE C01fa1ITTEE 

June a, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zion· st :Einergency Council nas held on Tuesday, June 8, 1948, at 2:00 P .;,t . 9 at 342 !:adison Avenue, UeTT York City. 

PREGE:I.H 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrso Moses P. EpstP-in, Leon Gellman, Dro H. Raphael GoldD Paul Lo Goldr11en., frso Bert Goldstein 9 Dr ., I nrael Goldstein, Mt'so David J3., G::-m.,,11ber6 1' Tuihbi :.fax Kirshblu.mp Dr .. Jose1;h Schechtman 5 Louis Segal Uuma Torczyns:c II Bn:t.·uch ZL1.c>erL1ano 

Pincha:3 Cruso, J3einesh Epstein, Dr. Bej_"l Frymer, Rabbi Wolf Gold• Dr. Sidney Marks, Isaac Haid.itch, Dr. Moz·decai NurocL:Q Abe Tultn1 Rabbi Jerome Unger, David 17ertheim. 

Drl) Benjamin A.1<:zln, Eliahu Ben-Hori!'.., Gerold FrP.nk,, Arnold K. Isreeli, 't7illiam Ka11frJan, Harold P. ·an~on._ Hurry L,, Shapiro~ Dr. ::Benjamin Shv,adran, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tl' Vim. 

Rll'ORT BY DR. SILVER ON THE POLITIC.AL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver said. that recent neeks had proa_uced a. new att ck on partition. It had been generally thought that almost every'hody inclndin.£ Britain vras reconciled to the ex1.ste11ce of the Je\7ish State. But ou.r opponents are now trying to reduce the territorial ~oou,.,,_;1ar::. eu of that state to a m1n.Lmumc In Great Brita.in this campaie;n had gainocl a g r eat ieal of lllomentum8 .And hints to the same effect were dropped by our own State Department peopleo 

The attention of the President had been dra\vn to this nen consp iracy, and a number of his aavise:cs ap_1 rioed him of its im~: lications. on his tour around the country :representa tives of the local commurd tiesr Je ;1ish or non-Je,1ish, spoke to him r-sgard1::1g the matter. We nere told that the President vm.s mare of the boundary conspiracyi and that he stated he will not permit any tampering with Israel's boundari esc 

Pr~liminary approaches have been made to the representatives of both political parties to bring about the inclusion of a proper plank on Palestine in their plD.tf orms., 

The precise terms of the truce ~, and the attitude of Israel toward it, will become known this very day. Immigration V1as a. rartic,,larly important issue. The resolution adop°l:ied by the Security Council clearly contemplated no restriction on immigration of men of military age. Provision wa.s merely made not to mobilize or train them., 
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Dr. Silver thought that the final decision on the truce would be .ode in 
I src.el o:r. the ba is of the military si tnation. The .Agency here hacl r efrained from 
giving them advice. 

on the ml~tter of .. hipping, somebody in th~ State Departmollt hrtd j-~~1:1Nl rm 
or~.er v:i thout a: ybody1 s kno-r.rledge that the 1.~arir4e 9arp shou:.d. not stop at Raif a . 
The Enereency c~u ... vi.c:51 :bnnediately sent a protest to the Seci·etary of S~ate. Ye3-
terday we heard t:1at thc~t orde:r hud been rescindedo 

Ve wee still following up the matter of the 41 detainees in Lebanon. Our 
Government 1ad protested twice; it nas on :-eeord as derJ.ounc~.ng the action of Leba
non. But thut was only a papeir pro-c est o 

THE DErAilUZS IU THE LEBAUOU 

Ursa Epstein asked what had brouc;ltt abn, t the rei1orted decision of the 
Lebanon detainees to return to the United St1tes~ 

Dr. Silver said he had no knoryledge Tihether pressure was used to bring this 
about. 

).rro Zuckerman asked r:rhether r1e had reliable infor~ation as to their deci icn. 
Dr. Silver said he had no information other than tht;1.t r1l-iich app E:'ared in the ne\7s
papers. If the .American Co::isul gave t ~~E:m no other alternative than to ret1ain in 
Lebanon or to go to America,. he certai!1ly was Tiro:11e. tle were, trying to get more 
information in Washingtone 

Dr. Schechtman wn.nted to know ~hether something was being done about the 
28 detainees who are not Americal'l ci tizeriso 

Dr. Silver said that the matter had been tal::en up both by the Council and 
by the I srneli Delee;ation in Ua.si1ington. 

BOYCOTT 

Dr. Akzin reported on the meeting of the conmittee set up to study a boycott 
(report on file). 

Rabbi Gold, Uessrs. Cruso, Tulin, ifrs. :E,p~t in, Dr • .Akzin, Uessr~. Zuckerman, 
Naiditch, Torczyner, IJurock, :7ertheim 9 Gellmnn, Beinesh ~stein, and Dr. Schechtman 
participated in a discussion of the feasibility of a boycott of British goods and 
services. 

It was agreed to await advice from Palestine on the reperc-i.1ssions of a boy
cott movement on the Yishuv • 

BUDG]lr 

Mr. Shapiro recalled that at the begin."11ing of this year he ha.d reque~ted 
that the Emergency Council ask the Funds to allot a budget in accordance with our 
last year• s expenditures and acti9n had been taken accordingly. Due to unantici
pated activities which uere carried on by the Council during the current year, 
this budget bad :proved inac.equate. 
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.Analysis of the budget reven.led t~1at in the ?½-month period ( Octojer 16, 
1946 to 1ay 31, 1947) rre had spent $426,333.01. In the some period of the 
current fiscal year, our expenditures ,;rere $514,945.29, or $88,612.28 more than 
last year. 

Early i.n the year, upon hearine; of po ~~rful a.'11.ti-Zio!li~t , ro:: 8.6o.nda b01 ·1 
unleashed against us in the co'\L'l'l.try and in the U e • , we ho.d requested a.-"'l addi tio~r'l 
$50,000 from both Fundno This had been granted') But the picture co!ltinued to 
deteriorate and ne ~ efforts had to be nade, thus leavine us with a deflcit of 
approximately $40 9 000. :B1rom all indications, we will have to keep on a'l'l. increased 
pro6 ran of activities,, I.~r~ Sha:piro tl erefore recom11ended t'· at the F .. mds be re
quested to make an additional $50t000 availn.ble to cover the $40,000 deficit a.lld 
an anticipated increased expenditure of app~oximately $10.000. 

Dr. Silver asked \'Thether that a.ppro11ri!"\tion vrould tru~e the Council through 
the present fiscal ye ( October 15, 194.8). ~r. Shapiro said he hoped it wouldo 

Mr. Segal asked whether the Emergency Council had a smo.11 committee '7hich 
was supervising the expe!lC:.itures. 

iir. Shapiro said that eve-r.y eY;Pendi ture out~ide of tl--..e routine i terns was 
taken up nith tha Chairman or the Council. Our accou.ats were audited a.'11.d checked, 
and the ]\lnds had our accou_11.ts. 

Dr. Silver recalled that the current October-. iay period incluo.es Uovember 
1947, larch 19th last, a.'11.d all the activities in the interval, as uell as the 
rally at ,tadison Square Gard :n on Ii:ay 16th. 

Mre ~7ertheim said that since all our activity ·1as of a.'11. energency nature, 
it was almost ir:ipossible to budget in advn.nce. In the circumstances, it :10uld be 
most useful to have a st~ding finn-'11.ce committee. 

Dr . Silver a."':ld Hr. Shapiro explained that such a committee was in existence 
but had not been active. The Gtaff, ho,1ever, was in constant touch with the com
mittee chairman, Nr. Frisch. 

R~bbi Kirshblum c id tha.t though the failure of the finance comni ttee to 
meet nas indefensible, he could understand that there as more interest in political 
than in financial meetings ~ 

Dre Silver said r:e would try to r evitnlize the finance conmittee a'ld see 
that it meets regularly. On a motion, it was decided to authorize the expenditure 
of an additional $50,000. 

LEI'TER FRQM H.APOEL JL\liI ZRACHI 

Dra H. Raphael Gold read a letter from the Hapoel Hamizrachi auoting a tele,.. 
gram they had received from Israel: 

llThe heroic defenders of that outpost , Kfnr Etzion, the 260 victims , 
have not yet been brought to JeTTish burial • .A.rouse the conscience 
of the world to this . Try to take every means possible in order to 
remove this shame and disgrace from the La'ld of Israel . " 

Dr . Gold dren the Council 1 s attention to the need to do everything possible 
to correct this terrible evil a'l'ld also to make known to the r:orld the extent of 



• 

• 

. . -4-

.Arab brutality and the fact that it is condoned by the British. It ~lso C?L.ec.l fr-r 
an urgent approach to the Internationru. Red Cross. Dr. Si ver said the Jev,isll 
Agency had already discussed the matter, and it would be brought immediately to the 
c1.ttcntion .of the United nations. 

Mr. Ben-Horin a.'l'ld Dr. Gold suggested that leaning Catholic prel'ttcs and 
Protestant churchmen be approached. Dr. Silver, in reply, thought such a.'t'l. approach 
would come better from the Chief Rabbinate in Falest'ine • 

C.ABLE FROM CYPRUS 

Dr. Silver s~id ~ cable uas received from Cyprus to the effect thnt the 
detainees flere going on a 24-hour hu!lger strike in p rotest agni!lst the segregation 
of able-bodied l!len. Dr. Silver ex_..)lained the no.ture of the British attitude to
f7ard the Cyprus detainees and stnted that the nwtter had been brought to the att€n
tion of the u.P. 

DISCUSS IOU 

dr . Segal asked -r,hether the press , the radio, and congressional 01) uaon were 
kept sufftciently informed. He suggest0d holding weekly press and radio conferences. 

Mr. Uanson replied that the press and radio ".7ere kept consta'ftly informed of 
the situation by the AZEC, by the Info ::: E1Lion Office of Israel, and by the local 
:Einerge!ley Committees. The latter avenue c1.s part~.cul· rly im:.orta.nt. As a result 
we were getting overwhelming support fro:n !lewspapers !ld radio. Re mentioned 
particularly the memorandum prepared by AZ~C in reply to the recent memorandum of 
the British Information Services, a.'t'l.d ,·,idely distributed to the :press through cen
tral as well as local cha.'l'lnels. 

In the magazines, on the other hand, we TTere facing a serious situation. 
The only magazine in uhich a refutation of an unfriendly article was :!.)Ublished was 
"Collier• s," which carried the Gra11ados piece. There seemed to exist a concerted 
drive to plant pro-Arub articles in the nrngazines and to prevent them from publish
ing the other side. Of course, the t1agazines are hearing from their readers and 
subscribers who are indigna11t ovor the si tuatio!l. 

Dr. Silver said that contact in Concressional circles is being steadily 
maintained. There were s everal discussions on Palestine on the floor of the Senate 
since Uay 15, and the statement nade by Senator Bridges , as chairman of the Senn.ta 
Appropriations Committee, on the floor of the u. s. Senate, might have played a 
major part in bringing about a change in :Sri ti sh policy • 

. u-. Zuckerma.'1 s,1ggested that the Emergency Council publici~e as idely as 
possible, es-;,ecially in the Anglo-.American Je :.1 ish press, the st- ter.1ent which 
appeared in the press today regarding fund collections for Inrael. He also thought 
that statements should be made by the Dnerge.1cy Council and by its constituent 
organizat~ons. 

Mr. Torczyner inquired regarcling :)ress statements of the Etzel and the Lekhi 
to the effect that their groups in Jerusalem 1:ere not receivi!lg any money from the 
Haganah. 
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Dr. Silver said it is not for the Council to go into this. We hope, of 
course, that any remaining difficulties will be adjusted. But there is in exist
ence a government in Israel, and the decisions of that government regarding 
affairs in Israel are accepted by us as authoritative. We had definite informati 
that the Irgun had been absorbed in the army of Israel, that i~s units were beinf 
financed by the government, and that the Sternists were being similarly absorbed. 
Three cables were received by the Jewish Agency to that effecto The Jewish Agenc 
will issue a statement in the next day or two on that very matter, and the ID:ner
gency Council will cooperate with it~ 

Dr. Schechtma~ said he had definite information to the effect that the 
Irgun units within the Israeli Army were receiving neither financial support nor 
arms nor food. He had a cable to that effect dated June 3rd, and a telephone cal 
received today from Paris from a man just arrived from Israel confirmed this 
statement. Re nas d.esirous, therefore, to have a definite statement from the 
Government of Isr~el on these points. Th ere is also the Jerusalem ai~ea, ,;,hich is 
not included in the boundaries of Israel. The 111Jew York Times" has reported on 
June 4 that the transformation of the Israeli Army to include Ir gun does not appl 
to Jerusalem. He felt, therefore, that the Emergency Council must distinguish 
betr,een the situation in Israel and in Jerusalem. 

Dr. Silver aclvised not to go into a lengthy discussion on the matter. He 
was certain that vrhen Israel sends reinforcements into the city of Jerusalem, it 
sends reinforcements to every fighter and every Jew in the city. 

Mror Zuckerman thought that the individual Zionist orea~izations, including 
the Revisionists, should issue a statement to clear up the situation. As to 
Jerusale~, the Chairman would no doubt make an attempt to get sufficient informa
tion to satisfy everyone of us that no difference is being made betTieen members o. 
the Israel a:-,:iny, not only in the State of Israel, but also in Jerusalem. 

Dr. Schechtman said it was not the aim of the Revisionist Organization . to 
collect money for unwarral'lted purposes, but they ~vant to be completely satisfied. 
They vould wholeheartedly agree to any statement b11sed on complete information. 
He had no reason to disbelieve the stn.te1aent of the Irgun any more than to disbe
lieve the statement of the Government of Israel. He, therefore, asked the Chairm, 
to obtain full informati0n. 

Dr. Silver snid this was a perfectly legitimate request and he would get e 
the facts. 

Mr. Zuckerman said his organization was attempting to combat the Bevin 
influence in the British trade union movenent with regard to Palestine. He sug
gested there should be no stop :tn the activities of the local Emergency Committee 
during th~ sununer months. 

Ur. 9ruso asked whether the Emergency Conncil would issue a statement in 
connection with the fund-raising immediately. prior to, or only after consultatio 
with I sra~l. 

Dr. Silver said contact vrith Tel-.Aviv was a matter of a few hours. A stat 
ment would be issued in the next day o:r two by the Jewish Agency, a.~d as soon as 
the answers to our questicns uere received, the Council would channel that staterr. 
through the local :Emergency Committees. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:20 P. u. :a.A • 
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CONFIDENTIAL No. 126 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 28, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emer
gency Council was held on Monday, June 28, 1948, at 4rOO P.M., at 342 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Natan Friedel, Dr. Berl Frymer, 
Leon Gellman, DT. H. Raphael Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Mrs. Bert Goldstein, 
Mrs. Sam Goldstein, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, 
Miss Marie Syrkin, Numa Torczyner, Mr. David Wertheim. 

Ernest Barbarash, Isaiah L. Kenen, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
Yehuda Tubin, Abraham Tulin, Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Harry Steinberg, Rabbi 
Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

REPORT BY DR, SILWI! ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver stated that the American Zionist Emergency Council had 
secured another achievement in having a most satisfactory plank on Israel 
incorporated in the platform or the Republican Party. He believed that 
this achievement would infiuence the course or action or our Government. 
There "'8re, in fact, indications that it has already had that effect. 
The Dewey and Taft forces gave strong support to the plank, while the 
opposition came from the Vandenberg-Lodge group linked with the State 
Department. Speaking most eloquently for us was Senator Ives. The plank 
was adopted unanimously, and when it was read on the noor of the Conven
tion it received more applause than any other plank. 

Not many hours after publication of the plank .in the press, announce
ment was made by the White House that Mr. McDonald would be U.S. representa
tive to Israel, and the impression is that other important acts will follow. 
Also, as a result of this veey good plank, there is an increased likelihood 
of a similarly good plank in the Democratic Party platform. 

Since the Third Party is already on record as wholeheartedly support
ing the State of Israel, no special work is contemplated for its convention, 
but a presentation will be made, or course, to the Convention on the part 
or the Council. 
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Dr. Silver mentioned that 15 1overnments have recognized Israel to 
date and that there wae some hope that Washington would soon grant de jure 
recognition. 

Certain details of the truce and the manner in which it has been 
carried out, especially with reference to immigration, "8re quite unsatis
factory. Some countries have interpreted the truce as calling for the 
complete stoppage or immigration of able-bodied men. Switzerland, for 
example, has prohibited all men and ~,omen from 15 to 60 from going to 
Palestine. A still more glaring violation of the truce agreement is the 
refusal or Oreat Britain to permit anyone to leave Cyprus. Our own 
country has taken a peculiar stand on the matter of immigration, quite out
side the frame of the decision that was adopted. We have made official 
representation on that score and we shall have to begin more strenuous 
activity on it because if the truce is prolonged the question ot immigration 
becomes very serious. 

As for developments in connection with peace proposals, it ,.,,as pos
sible to gather that a suggestion will be made for a "compact" State of 
Israel. Evidently, it was intended to cut away part or the whole of the 
Negev. There was also talk of the internationalization of Haifa, or at 
least of the Port of Haifa, of an exchange of populations, of economic 
union, of the admission of Israel to the United Nations along with Trans
jordan. 

In our ~rk in this country we have emphasized the territorial in
tegrity of Israel. The idea is incorporated in the Republican Party plat
form. We drew it sharply to the attention of the President, and he is 
reported to have expressed himself as being opposed to efforts to reduce 
the size of Israel. The matter of a loan to Israel is reported not to be 
encountering any strenuous opposition in Washington. When the Bernadotte 
report ie made public, we may have to take action rapidly. 

Word from London in the last day or two indicated that Bevin was 
considerably embarrassed and that the British were prepared, under certain 
terms, to accept the fact of the existence of the State or Israel. 

BOYCOTT OF BRITISH QQQPS 

Dr. Akzin reported on the advice received from Palestine regarding 
the effect of a boycott on the economic position of the Yishuv . 

A motion was made and carried to table the subject or a boycott. 

mouJi 

Dr. Silver reported that since the last meeting additional word has 
come trom Tel Aviv which warranted the Chairman in issuing through the 
&nergency Council the statement which had been issued by the American 
Section or the Jewish Agency on the subject or the Irgun. The information 
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received indicated that any support given by American Jews to independent 
military units or armies in Palestine is a disservice to the cause or 
Israel. Since our last meeting a most unfortunate thing has happened -
an attempt made on the part or the Irgun to run arms into the country, in 
clear violation or the truce, to which Israel stood committed. This would 
have completely discredited Israel in the eyes or the world and would have 
made future political activity impossible here or anywhere else. We all 
applaud the action taken by the responsible representatives of Israel to 
put a stop to this thing. It could only lead to anarchy and disaster. The 
loss of lives is greatly to be regretted, but there are grave moments when 
a State must take measures or the most extreme character in order to main
tain itself or go out of business. It does not yet seem clear to the 
American Jewish public that further contributions to independent funds for 
military establishments in Palestine are driving a knife in the back of the 
Jewish State. We ought, therefore, to proceed further with the education 
of our people. The American Section of the Jewish Agency decided today to 
issue another statement along that line, while announcing at the same time 
the dissolution of Americans for Haganah, which has fully served its purpose 
and is no longer needed on the American seene. Hereafter all funds for 
Israel will be contributed through the central agency, United Jewish Appeal. 
The Emergency Council ought likewise to continue with its campaign of 
educating its people all over the country to discourage Jews from sup
porting every appeal purporting to come from Israel, without stopping to 
think that the situation is so radically changed that today to support two 
or three armies in Palestine is actually to work for the destruction of 
the Jewish State. 

Mrs. Greenberg brought up the matter of a benefit concert for the 
Palestine Resistance Fund to be held July 1, with Leonard Bernstein con
ducting and Jennie Tourel singing. Mrs. Greenberg felt that if Bernstein 
understood fully that he was subsidizing mutiny against Israel, he would 
withdraw, and urged that representations be made to him. Mr. Shapiro 
reported that he had cabled Mr. Bernstein, who is on board ship returning 
to America, asking him to cancel the concert, but that no reply had yet 
been received. 

Judge Rosenblatt stated that in seeking sponsors for this concert 
a number or people had been approached, including his wife, who at first 
agreed to be a sponsor. She later asked that her name be withdrawn, but 
it still appears on their circular. 

Mr. Ben-Horin said that whereas in the past when we were facing 
certain actions of the Bergson group there was no possibility of doing 
anything because the Bergson group did not belong to any Zionist organi
zation, the recent action in Palestine and the demonstration in the New 
York office of the Jewish Agency involved not only the Bergson group but 
also the Revisionist Party. Collections for Irgun are also being con
ducted by representatives of the Revisionist Party. He felt that the time 
had arrived to ask the Revisionist Party for a very clear statement on the 
whole subject. 
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Mr. Goldman said the Revisionist Party attempted to draw a distinction 
between the situation in Jerusalem and that in Israel. The statements of 
the Agency and of the AZEO should take that line into consideration and 
should make clear that the distinction is artificial. 

Miss Syrkin thought that to brand these activities as merely separatist 
is not enough. The danger is that though the public can see it is a separa
tist activity they believe it is a useful activity. What ~e should emphasize 
is that it 1s a useless and a dangerous activity. 

Mr. Wertheim said he saw an announcement of a memorial meeting for 
the Irgunists who fell in Tel-Aviv, ~ith Revisionist leaders participatir:g. 
He saw the point of vie~ of the Revisionists in attending a memorial meeting, 
but funds will also be collected there. He questioned the propriety of 
Revisionist leaders appearing at money-raisir..g meetings for Irgun. 

Mr. Wertheim drew special attention to the need to educate the Yiddish 
press to the dangers involved in any support given to the Irgun, and suggested, 
among other methods, t~e holding of a press conference. He also mentioned 
the increasing presence of Irgun boxes in stores, restaurants, etc., and said 
that members of his organization were trying to enlighten the owners regarding 
the true situation and to get them to replace these boxes with JNF boxes. 

Mr. Tulin said he knew of several cases of people, none of whom has 
heretofore been a member of the Zionist movement, but willing now to con
tribute to Zionist causes, being misled into contributing money to Irgun or 
the Bergson group. In a few such cases, where his advice uas sought, he 
succeeded in diverting the contributions to the proper channels. Wh3n the 
Bergson group first started operating, he opposed publicly stigmatizing that 
group. But now the time has come to do so. We should use very strong 
language in advertisements, warning people not to be confused and not to 
contribute money. What the Bergson group may be planning now is to overthrow 
the government of Israel by force. 

Mr. Gellman agreed that the Council should call together the Yiddish 
editors and writers and enlighten them on what is happening. At the same 
time, he felt that we were not in full possession of the facts. Information 
received by the Mizrachi from Rabbi Fishman showed that there was a seconi 
side to the incident. Perhaps we should wait for the meeting of the Actions 
Committee. We would then know the whole truth. He agreed with the need to 
take a determined step against Irgun propagnnda, but at the same time we 
should make a thorough study of the incident, find out what happened and see 
how similar occurrences in the future can be prevented • 

Dr. Schechtman expressed regret at not being present at the beginning 
of the discussion and felt that he owed the Council a frank statement on 
the position of his party. He agreed with Ur. Gellme.n's observation that 
we did not have all the facts about the incident. Dr. Schechtman proceeded 
to give to the meeting the information he had regarding the Altalena incident, 
and asked for an opportunity to compare the conflicting versions. Answering 
Mr. Wertheim's question regarding the association of Revisionist leaders with 
the Irgun and the Bergson group, Dr. Schechtman said that the Government of 
Israel, by arresting at the same time Irgun leaders, Revisionist leaders and 
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!ergson, had caused this association. Men7 Revisionists have been arrested not for anythiDg they did but for sympathizing with Irgun. The speaker 
sympathized with the Irgun and he denied to 8.?13' government the right to arrest him because of his sympathies. This was typical of totalitarian 
governments. 'l'he speaker also took exception to Major Eban's statement over the radio a few days ago, that everybody who is for the Irgun is agaillSt the Je,rl.sh State. The speaker had behind him forty years of Zionist activity and he was for the Irgun. Beilg against the Provisional Government and 
against the truce is not beit:g against the Jewish State. The Revisionists 
would continue to support the Irgun. 

Dr. Schechtman expressed his regret over attempts to censor the Yiddish press, and expressed the fear that attempts by members of LZOA to remove 
Irgun boxes from stores would lead to physical clashes. In reply to an inquiry by Dr. Silver, he said the Betar demonstration in the New York offices of the Provisional Government was undertaken without his knowledge and consent, but that it was no tragedy. It was the direct result of the situation which was created in Palestine. He had heard that Rabbi Berlin, who is an elder statesman, said that he charges Mr. Ben-Gurion with responsibility for bloodshed and the use of dictatorial methods. If Rabbi Berlin was in a position to say such things in Palestine, one should not be surprised that young people in this country reacted in the war they did. 

Dr. Silver said it was not the task of the Council at this point to pass on the merits or demerits of what happened at Tel Aviv. The only subject before the Council, one that was raised l:afore the event at Tel Aviv, was the matter of raising independent funds to maintain an independent 
army in Pe.lestine. The Provisional Government of Israel declared that there could be only one army fighting for Israel, that independent a.rmie s are enemies of the State, and that those who support independent armies in the Jewish State support forces that will disrupt the State. Tm Chairman believed that there will be one State, one government and one army in Israel or there will be nothing. Political parties with private armies cannot be tolerated and will certainly not be supported by the Jews of America if we can educate them up to that point. It is the bounden duty of those who believe in the Jewish State and want to see it survive to exercise their utmost efforts to preserve its basic unity, especially at a time when there 1s a war on. This does not imply that we approve or disapprove of any
particular action of Mr. Ben-Gurion. The speaker has not been an enetDJ of 
Irgun 8Ild has undergone bitter attack because of his position. He had up to this moment recognized that Irgun has rendered great services to the cause. It 1s because of that that he worked so hard to bring about a basic understanding ~etween Irgun and Haga.nab. After this merger was consummated, he 
had the Jewish Agency issue a public statement that Irgun had the right to raise funds. But another part of the agreement was that as soon as the 
Jewish State was established the Irgun goes out of business. And that took place on Mar 14. Thereafter the Irgun had no right to solicit fWlds in
dependently in the United States. That part of the agreement was not faithfully lived up to. 11an1 devices were used to create the impression that Irgun must continue to collect money in the United States. That kind of game he would not play. He felt obligated to make a second statement Just as he had felt obligated to make the first statement. If anr injustice is being done the Irgun, we ought to know about it and we ought to demand 
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full justice for the Irgun. But to launch independent money.raising 
activities in the U.S. for the Irgun means to drive a knife in the be.ck of 
the Jen.sh State and cannot be tolerated. He need not advise his friends 
in the Revisionist Part7. They have able people and they know r1hat they 
want to do. But this ulliance between an important political group and an 
illegal army is, to his mind, unwise. We know the experience of countries 
of Europe that have political parties with private armies and we know what 
happened there • 

The Council would follow up what it had begun -- to educate the J'e~s 
of America to the fact that there is one army in Palestine today. It is 
neither the Irgun nor the Haganah, but the Army of Israel. In order to avoid 
confusion, the Executive of the Jevish Agency took action last week, and 
confirmed it again this week, liquidating tie Friends of the Hagamh in the 
United States. If we are going to liquiC.ate Friends of the Haganah, we are 
not going to permit solicitation and campci:;ning for the Irgun in the United 
States if we can help it. 

Dr. Schechtman said he knew and appreciated the part played by Dr. 
Silver. But it was impossible to isolate the different aspects of the situa
tion, The unification agreement was being lived up to nicely, up to about 
ten days ago. In another week or two the Irgun was going to stop collections 
in this country. We were on our way to complete identification of Irgun 
with the army in Israel, perhaps even in Jerusalem. Then came the tragedy in 
Tel Aviv. That was a tremendous blunder. Now the climate was completely 
changed. That was why he advised against making any belligerent statements 
and precipitating new crises, but to let things cool off. The Revisionists, 
as part of the Emergency Council, would not agree to e:ny statement being 
issued at present by that body on this subject. 

The Chairmen remarked that if the majority decided in favor of a state
ment, it could certainly be issued by the Council. Dr. Schechtman replied 
that the Revisionists WQuld not agree to abide by such a statement, and 
repeated his request that additional information be gathered before any 
statement was issued. 

Mrs, Goldstein took issue with the whole attitude of the Revisionists. 
They do not abide by a majority decision. That takes us back to 1931 or 1929 
when the Revisionists also did not abide by the majority and left the organi
zation. Dr. Schechtman' s statecent that the Revisionists \1111 not abide by 
a majority decision of this Council deserves to be placed on the agenda of 
the Council for further consideration. The speaker agreed nith Dr. Silver's 
statemont that the Council could not sit in judgment or discuss the two 
'sides of anything that happened in Palestine. Th3re is an Actions Committee, 
and it will decide. Actually, Mr. Ben- Gurion got a vote of confidence for 
the time being and both Fishman and Shapiro withdre~ their resignations and 
rejoined the government. But this question of tha Revisionists' attitude 
toward this body should be placed on the agenda, if not today, then at the 
next meeting of the Emergency Council. 

The speaker added that LZOA did not send people to the stores to 
remove the Irgun boxes. Thelr got out a letter and asked their members to 
go to the stores with the letter am explain the situation to the proprietors 
of the stores, but did not authorize them to lay hands on the boxes. 
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Mr. Isreeli explained the situation in the Yiddish press and made 
suggestions as to procedure. He suge;ested individual talks rather than 
a press conference as a means of making the Yiddish pross realize the true 
significance of the Irgun problem. 

Mr. Steinberg advocated advertisements calling upon the public not to 
support the Irgun. Just es the Government of Israel was met with a definite 
challenge, so this body is oet today with a definite challenge. To ignore 
this challenge would be a sign of weakness on the part of this body. 

Dr. Silver said that the Council's pri~ary interest is to bring about 
peace in Israel and to bring the fighting fo1·ces together" He thought 1 t 
could be done. The Tel Aviv i ncident hed re.-aw~aned old aniroosi ties and 
antipathies, but -t.hese have now cooled doYm a little. If large-scale 
propag&1da were started now for the Ir13un :.11 America, it would not help to 
bring the forces together in Palestine. 

Dr. Schechtman said he and the Chainnan worked together for the 
unification of the Jewish Army. and remind€d the meeti1'!g of the neBative 
attitude of the Revisionists toward the Bergson g!'oup. BJ issuing a sharp 
statement against the I:rgun :r:i.ow the Council would provoke ne ·r strife. That 
is why he advised waiting. ·A.s for the Revisionist reaction to any action, 
it will depend on the manner in uhich action is taken. If the Council makes 
its attack in an educational campaign, Revisionists will have to make a 
countar-camps.ign. It is th6 right of every part of the Zionist movement 
to be in accord with or to disapprove of certain decisions made by the Jewish 
Agency or by the Israel Government, and to sar so to the public. 

Rabbi Miller did not think that the action plam.13d by Dr. Silver 
could in any way be considered provocative. A statement has already been 
issued by the American Section of the Jewish Agency, and it is quite in order 
for the Emergency Council to give it publicity. Rabbi Miller also brought 
up the matter of a recent advertisement published by the United Zionist
Revisionist Party which he thought to constitute a tremendous disservice to 
the Zionist cause and a breach of discipline of the Emergoncy Council. The 
Emergency Council was created so that no party in American Zionism would 
take political action until it cleared first through the Emergency Council. 
At this time, for the R9visionist Party to come out with an advertisement 
calling the Government of Isre.el appeasers and serving notice that that 
party does not accept the decisions of the Government of Israel was in
admissible. Dr. Schecht~an; s distinction between the Provisional Government 
and the State of Israel was artificial. Some dey when the State is firmly 
estahlishea_. one will be able to afford the luxury of attacking the people 
who head up the Government of Israel and still affinn that one supported the 
State. But not now when the State is at war. The Revisionists in Israel 
have the right, even during the war to attack the policies of tho Government, 
but here in America for the Rovisionist Party or any Zionist party to attack 
the Government of Israel is utterly wrong. 

Judge Rothenberg agreed with Dr. Silver's analysis of the issue. 
There cannot-be two armie s fighting a war, one of them independent of the 
govenunent, The Revisionist ads were also extremely harmful. Neverthe
less • . before we publish a statement, an effort should be made b7 Dr. Silver 
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to reach some understanding with the Revisionists, Irgunists and other groups 
involved, perhaps by conferring with them. This should be done because of 
the harm which can result if these groups continue their attacks and because 
they were a strong factor in bringing about the Jewish State. 

Mr. Wertheim thought that for the Emergency Council to call in the 
people of the Irgun would only give them prestige. A press conference is 
necessary. It is not only the danger of Irgun inserting ads and collecting 
money. Already the suggestion has been made that we send an impartial 
commission to investigate in Palestine. For us there is onl1 one side in 
Palestine. It is the Government of Israel. If there is still something to 
be straightened out, it will be done there by the Council of Goverment in 
Israel. 

Dr. Silver, summarizing the discussion, said that the Jewish State 
spoke through its government. When the Jewry of Israel decide to change 
their government, that new government will then speak for it. The covernment 
has established a unified army of defense and it has repeatedly stated that 
it cannot recognize any supplementary, independent military army in Palestine 
and would regard the establishment or the existence of such an army as an 
attack on the State. We must educate American Jews to the full implications 
of that position. The most direct implication is that no independent 
campaign for independent armies in Israel can be tolerated. It is the clear 
duty of the American Zionist Emergency Council, representing the Zionists of 
America, to make the Jews of America see this. The methods to be used are 
naturally to be the legitimate methods of education which we have pursued 
right along. We are in constant contact with our Emergency Councils. We 
have already sent them one letter of information. We will send them ad
ditional letters of inf"ormation as the situation warrants. Whether a press 
conference at the moment is desirable is not yet clear. Perhaps it is. He 
was not convinced that ads in the papers are quite the thing. All of our 
groups in each community in the United States should educate their own 
constituencies. The leaders of the parties will have an opportunity to 
explain the situation to their followers. Such an opportunity will arise at 
the forthcor,1ing ZOA Convention in Pittsburgh. It should not be done in a 
spirit of bitterness. In the statement issued by the Chairman two weeks ago, 
he deliberately used no words of condemnation. Our course of education 
would be to inform our people of the undesirability and the danger of 
separatist campaigns for separatist military organizations, without using 
terms of attack or provocation, which don't get you anywhere anyhow. It 
won't be very long before American Jewry will be thinking along these lines, 
though there probably will remain some small groups which will follow their 
own line. 

As for bringing the t~o groups together, it should be done, but not 
in New York. It must be done in Palestine, and in this we can help. 

The meeting adjourned at 6110 P.?.l. 

B. A. 
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STRICTLY co:!FIDZNTIAL NO. 1 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN SECTION OF TEE EXECUTIV.S OF TiiE 

J'Zl'IISR AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

J'Uy 28, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the :cJxecutive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine ,-,as held on Wednesday, July 28, J:~h8, at 8: 00 P.M. at the 
EI!lpire Suite of the llaldorf Astoria ?.otel, New ·..,·,-::rk City. 

EXECUTIVE ME11Jtl3ERS PBESENT 

Dr. A.ii. Silver (presidin6), Dr. H. Greo:}'Lerg, Mrs. S. ti. Halprin, 
Dr. E. Neumann. 

FUNCTIONS OF Tr:E ~!ORLD ZIONIST ORGAlUZATIOU 

By vay of introduction to the discussion, Dr. Robinson restated the main 
points contained in his memo on "The Relationsb.lp of the World Zionist Organ-
1 zation and the State of Israel11 (copy on file) : In addition to the sugges
tions contained in the nemo, Dr. Robinson, in the course of analysis of the 
functions of the Foreign Office of Israel, proposed the establishment of an 
Institute for the Study of International Affairs working in close association 
vith the Foreign Office. A letter was also submitted from the Organization 
Department of the Zionist E..~ecutive dated July 8th conta.ininG a summary of 
deliberations on the subject of the functions of the Zionist Executive after 
the establishment of the State of Israel and the demarcation of its various 
fields of activity. 

An interchange of views follo\·1ed on the basis of Dr. Robinson I s 
introduction (verbatim report on file). 

RESIGNATIOU OF MR. ARTF.UR J..OURIE 

In view of the fact that as from August 1 the functions of the Jewish 
A6ency would be formally separated from those of the Israeli offices, Mr. 
A. Lourie tendered his resignation as Director of the New York Office of the 
Jewish Agency. The resignation was accepted. It ~as agreed that Mr. Gottlieb 
iiammer should be asked to serve as Acting Director pending the return of the 
Members of the Executive from the meetings in Tel Aviv. The advisability of 
the nomination of a number of deputies to serve in New York in the absence of 
the Members of the Executive was considered. It was agreed that if .MY mat
ters requiring consultation should arise, Mr. P.ammer should ~O!!sult \·11th Mr. 
Lourie who was not proceallilg ui th othe~· members of the Is:r:-a.~l i. D8:iegation to 
Paris for the forthcoming sessions of the United Nations A}>C\ eiJ1bly" 

'l'he question of a deputy to Mr. Toff i n tre r.Jatin Ame·.•ican Department 
was discussed. 
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SIGNATURE OF CHECKS 

It was agreed that in the absence of the members of the Executive at the meetings in Tel Aviv, Mr. s. Kramarsky shouJ.d be authorized to be the second signatory to checks along with Mr. Ha::Ilill e:..·. 

PROCUREl-IENT HISSION 

The Chairman welcomed the members of thP- J"~aeli Procurement Mission, who joined the meeting at this stage. Mr. J o ; z.·: t,bson reported on the sui;plies it was hoped to purchase in America for the A:.:-J1;_:; ~f Israel and Dr. Foerder reported on the civilian needs. 

The Chairman assured the mission of the r 0 ~~iness of the Executive to render it whatever assistance it could. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 midnight. 

S.H . 

. 




