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AMERICAN ZIONlST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ME~ING OF TH:'.il PLENUM 

October 20, 1948 

CONFIDENTIAL No. 37 

A meeting ofthePlenum of th£ American Zionist Emergency Council was 
held on Wednesday, October 20, at 8:30 P.M. • at )42 Madison Avenue , New York 
City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding). Pinches Cruso, Beinish Epstein, 
Dr. Simon Federbush, Dr. H. Raphael Gold, Mro., Da,rid B. Greenberg, Mrs. 
Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Dr. Judith Lieberman, Mrs. Samuel 
J. Rosensohn, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Louis SeGal, Elihu D. Stone, Baruch 
Zuckerman. 

Ernest E. Barbarash, Dr. s. Bernstein, Mendel Fisher, Miss Zelda 
Funk, A.A. Redelheim, Charles Ress, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Dr. M. 
Rosenbluth, Rabbi Jerome Unger, Leo Wolfson . 

Dr. Benjamin Ak:zin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Israeli, William 
Kaufman, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Harry L. Shapiro, Harry Steinberg, Joseph 
Stornstein, Abe Tuvim. 

MEMORIAL TO NUMA TORCZYNER 

The following statement, to be sent to the f e.mily of Numa Torczyner, 
was unanimously adopted: 

The American Zionist Emergency Council records its profound sorrow 
at the passing of its noble and devoted member, Numa Torczyner . His 
death has created a void which the Zionist movement will find difficult 
to fill. 

Numa Torczyner lived a full and rich Zionist life. The impress of 
his wise and sagacious personality }1'3-6 indelibly imprinted upon the 
Zionist movement throughout the wo,r1.d. As president of t he Belgian 
Zionist Federation from 1929 to 1940, as a member of t he World Zionist 
Actions Committee, as a leading par~icipant in the activities of the 
United Jewish Appeal, United Palestine Appeal, and the Jewish National 
Fund, his courageous and selfless loyalty and devotion have left their 
mark upon the recent history of our people's march to self-realization. 
Hie steadfastness and personal sacrifice i n beha,lf of the welfare of our 
people were carried up to the moment of his passing. During the course 
of his last sojourn in Israel he was indefati~able in his zeal to streng
then the infant State's economy and resources and to prepare the Zionist 
movement for its new role. The last months of his life mus t have afforded 
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him the satisfaction r:f being privileged to see the realization of the 
age-oJd dream of the rise of an independent Israel on its ancestral 
soil. He also had the other satisfaction, a satisfaction dear to the 
heart of a father, of seeing hie children follow in his footsteps and 
become eminent fighters for the cause which was so holy to him. 

We extend our most earnest expressions of condolence to his i mme
diate family and give voice to our hopes that they mey draw solace and 
inspiration from the thought that the attainment of shivat zion came 
within his lifetime. His untiring efforts and remarkable achievements 
on behalf of his p~ople will remain an enduring monument to his memory. 

REPORT BY MR. SHAPIRO ON RECENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Shapiro reported on the activities of the Cour.cil in the recent past 
in the field of press and radio and on its contacts 1d th the two major po
litical parties. Early in September the Council started a period of inten
sive work directed toward securing de jure recognition, economic aid, and 
the admission of Israel to the United Nations. Several memoranda on these 
subjects were issued by the Council. Leading Jews and non-Jews in many 
communities wrote to the President urging these steps, sought the support 
of newspn~er editors in their communities and of their local, State and 
national leaders in both parties. Administration ca.ndidat es were asked 
to see to it that the Administration take positive act i on, while t he 
Republican candidates were requested to issue s tatements i ndicating the 
Republican lJOSition and criticizing the Adminis tration ' s inaction. 

Following the assassination of Count Bernadotte, statements were issued 
by Dr. Silver and other Zionist leaders condemning the act . The comments 
of the press were generally fair and sympathetic t o Israel. Aft er the is
suance of the Bernadotte report on September 18 and t he immediate endorse
ment of the report by Secretary Mar shall, our work was i ntensified , with 
fairly gratifying results. The Herald Tribune and the Times, both of which 
at first endorsed the Bernadotte plan, softened thei r position on t he Negev, 
after the problem had been explained to the editor s. Dr. Silver's state
ment on the Bernadotte plan, Mr. Ben-Horin's ar ticle for New Palest i ne, and 
an Israeli Government memorandum on 11The Importance of the Negev to the 
State of Israel II were widely circulated. Many favorable articles appeared 
in the press, including a column by Suinner We l les . 

The situati on with regard to the radio is qui t e the r everse of what it 
was a year ago. Today radio commentators are generally treati ng Palestine 
news quite fai rly . 

A number of interviews were held with the President by Jewish communal 
leaders in the course of his cross-country t r i p. In many i nstances, the 
interviews were not as use ful as they might have been, owing to interfer
ence by Mr. Montor. The President's attitude, as evidenced by the inter
views, was none too promising. A f ew friends, including Mr. Edwin Kaufman, 
requested Dr. Silver not to raise the issue publicly until after Yorn Kippur . 
But in spite of the efforts of many Democrat ic lead.era, no favorable action 
f r om the President was forthcoming. 



• ... 

• 

• 

• 

-3-

From the Republ ican side, it was reported that a statement on Israel 
had been prepared and was ready for publication on the da.y Bernadotte was 
assassinated, but we.a then withheld, When the Council learned that the 
Marshall endorsement of the Bernadotte plan was made without consultation 
with John Foster Dulles, the attention of the press was drawn to the fact. 
There followed a front-page story in the Times based on an int~rview with 
Mr. Dulles. It was understood ths,t Mr. Dewey was considering making a state
ment on Israel. Such a statement might re sult in favorable action on the 
part of the President. 

DR. SILV~ 1 S REPORT ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

The situation has been dominated in the last few weeks by what might 
be called tr.e ascendancy of th~ State Departmnn t ov(!>r the President in the 
conduct of forei gn affairs. As far as Palestine is concerned, thisheeheld 
true ever since May 15. Whether Mr. Marshall is f.!'Uided in his decisions on 
Palestine by Mr. Lovett, Mr. Forrestal, or someone else, me.ke3 little dif
ference. Clearly Marshall listens to those who counsel an unfavorable at
titude towards Israel at every turn of the game. Uµ to the present, every 
approach to the Pres ident has been unsuccessful, and approaches have been 
made in the dozens, by Jews and non-tTews, by pe onle closest to the White 
House and the Democratic Party. But the situation ma:y still improve. 

Mr. Dewey, evidently realizing that the government is not going to do 
anything about Palestine, has also kept more or less quiet about it. When 
the Bernadotte report first came out, Dr. Sil er wired Mr. Dewey and Mr. 
Dulles in Paris. Mr, Dewey wired back that he had not been consulted about 
the endorsement nor had Mr . DulJe s, and Dulles wrote a letter from Paris to 
the same effect. But there was no indication by either that they were pre
pared to make m issue of that in publi c. However, the efforts continue, 
and the Republicans may still re-affirm publicly their stand on Palestine. 
Should .they do so, this would be most helpful with the Administration. Dr. 
Silver had a long talk with Mr. Dulles before he left for Paris , but he 
did not think that the time hAd come or would soon come for Dewey to make 
a statement re-affirming the posi tion which the Re~ublican Party took in 
its platform. Mr~ Dewey malf have hesitHted because of warning by Vanden
berg not to deviate fr om t he bi-part isan policy, since , if elected, he would 
need the support of the Democratic membP-rs of Congress on foreign policy. 

In Paris there seemed to be a disposition to postpone considerat ion of 
the Bernadotte report until aft6r the November elections. Judging by con
fidential repor ts from various sources, the situation in Paris seems to be 
well in hand . There is hardly any chance that the Bernad.otte proposals will 
be accepted by the United. Nations. The two-thirds vote is not there. Right 
after the assassination of Bernadotte, a stan1pede was started for the British 
and American delegat ions to rush through the report under the impact of re
sentment. After a while ·oeople began to consider the report objective 1y, and 
on the basis of its merits, it cannot hold water. Some obse rvers believe 
that the Assembly will adoL)t a re solution in general terms 9 acknowledging 
the existence of the Jewish State, calling upon Jews and Arabs to sit down 
and negotia te, and offering the good offices of the Uni ted Nations. An ef
fort is now being made to get the Jews to agree to give up the Negev south 
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of the Jlet parallel, with the Jewish part of Jerusalem to be turned over 
to Israel as a trusteeship. The Jews have established their State, they 
control the territory which they control, and if they can hold it, it is 
theirs. tis thought that after a while the invading armies may begin to 
fritter away and some modus vivendi m9¥ be worked out. From time to time 
one hears of disouseions between Israel and Transjordan. but there is noth
ing authentic. It is even said that the Egyptians have pit out fee lers. 

As far as the situation in Israel is concerned, the latest flare-up 
in Gaza indicates that the Jews are still strong and evidently gaining in 
strength. They have greatly improved their position in the last few days. 
They have given a measure of security to our settlements in the Negev which 
they did not rr&)viously have. And while we will have to continue our ef
forts indefinitely in Paris and in Washington, those positions are no longer 
as critical as they were before. Important, certainly, but not critical. 
It is no longer a matter of life and d.eath. If we can keep on sending eco
nomic support to Israel, then the thing is sett:'.ed in its main outlines. 
The only really important contribution that Washinp;ton can make under the 
circumstances is to give Israel a loan. But if the loan is not forthcoming, 
we will have to get the money elsewhere. De Jure recognition and UN member
ship are important, but the State of Israel can thrive without either. The 
important thing is to keep the State of Israel economica.lly strong, and 
that is definitely within our power . 

DISCUSSION 

In reply to a question by Mrs. Greenberg, Dr. Silver said that ever 
since the time when Dr. Bunche was operating to keep the committee appointed 
by the United Nations to implement the UNSCOP report from going a.head with 
its work, he had felt that Dr. Bunche was no friends of ours. Later events 
substantiated this belief. 

Mr. Segal felt that not enough was being done in the pre-election weeks 
to alert Jewish opinion and to bring forth action from both major candidates . 
He thought that, should Mr, Dewey be elected, the situation after the elec
tions would be worse than .before, unless the Re-oublican can.didate declared ... 
himself on Israel now. He urged more aggressive action on the part of the 
Council in the short time remaining before the elections. 

Mr. Stone related his experience indi cating that Mr. Dewey's advisers, 
even though they thought Israel should retain the Negev, were opposed to 
bringing up the srael issue in the course of the campaign. 

Dr. Silver said tre.t he became aware of this line in the Republican 
Party ten days ago. As a result the Council intensified its action. The 
Yiddish press also expressed its disappointment at the Republican tactics. 
There was still work to be done in this field, but short of pu.blic meetings, 
everything possible has been done and is being done with reference to both 
candidates. 

Mr. Zuckerman fully approved the wor of the Council bu.t believed it 
should have met more often before the elections. He stressed the need to say 
or do nothing that might embarrass our relations with President Truman in the 
next few months. 
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Judge Rosenblatt believed that all efforts should be concentrated on 
obtaining a favorable statement from the President prior to the elections. 
He thought that this might lead to a similar commitment from the opposition. 

Dr. Silver emphasized that the approaches to the President in the last 
ten days. and particularly in the last week end, had been numerous and di
rect and made by people very close to him, but thus far without result. He 
thought that what we should ask of the Administration was action, not another 
statement. A statement from Mr. Dewey would be important, first because it 
might lead to action by the Administration, and second, because it might 
possibly commit the next President. 

Rabbi Kirshblum expressed his satisfaction with the very effective 
advertisement of the Council which had appeared in the newspapers that day 
and with the work of the. Council in general. 

Mr. Steinberg pointed out that before Count Bernadotte was appointed 
mediator he had to receive the approval of the Jewish Agency and of the Arabs, 
but that Dr. Bunche was appointed to succeod him without either Jews or Arabs 
being asked whether he was acceptable to them. He questioned why the Israeli 
Government had not used its prerogative to declare Bunche not acce~table to 
t hem. 

Dr. Silver said he would pass on the suggestion to Mr. Shertok and Mr. 
Eban . 

Meeting adjourned 10:30 P.M. 

. B.A . 
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.AMERICAN ZIONIST EM'ERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

November 23, 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Tuesday, November 21, 1948, at 4:00 P. ~L, Rt 142 Uad::.Ron. 

Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dro Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Mrs. Sam 
Goldstein, Mrs. David B. Greenberg, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Morris Rothen
berg, Yehuda Tubin, Yehuda Tyberg, Baruch Zuckerman. 

Prof. s. Brcdetsky, Mendel Fisher, Mrs. J3enjarlin Gottesnmn, J. Green
leaf, Berl Locker, Dr. s. Margoshes, Dr. Sidney Marks, Dr. Ignacy Schwartz 
bart, J. Torczyner, H. Weissman. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Miss B. Cohen, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Israeli, 
William Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Harry Steinberg, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim . 

RESIGNATI01i OF MR, SHAPIRO 

Dr. Silver submitted to the Executive Committee the resignation of Mr. 
Shapiro as Executive Director of the Emergency Council upon his appointment as 
Executive Vioo-Chairman of the UPA. Dr, Silver expressed hie and the Council's 
appreciation for Mr. S~1apiro I s distirib1Uished service at the head of the staff 
of the AZEC and wished him success in his new tafk. 

On a motion by Rabbi ~iller, it was decided that the ixecutive Committee 
accept the resignation of Mr. Shapiro with keen regret and with a profound 
sense of appreciation of the services that he has rendered, and that the 
Chairman's remark$ be made part of a formal resolution to be included in the 
minutes of this meeting as follows: 

Much of the success of the work of the AZEC in these years of storm 
and struggle end unremitting effort is due to the most capable and W1tir
ing service rendered by Mr. Shapiro. The Executive Committee of the AZEC 
feels that Harry L. Shapiro has deserved well of the Jewish people by his 
five years of distinguished service in the AZEC in the. cause of the Jewish 
people and of Israel. 

The Executive Committee expresses its best wishee to Harry L, Shapiro 
in this new and tremendously important field of parallel if not identical 
servicA into which he 1.s now enter:1ng as the guid.ing profess1C'~al ~p~.rtt 
of the United Palestine Appeal. 
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Mr. Shapiro said that he deeply appreciated the opportunity to serve 
the AZEC. He was glad to work with this body for the past five years, and he 
thought the record would show that the Council had made a splendid contribu
tion to the establishment of the State of Israel. 

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dr. Silver said that the Executive Committee had to elect a successor 
to Mr. Shapiro. He thought that Mr. Shapiro's place should be filled by Mr. 
A. Tuvim, who had been Mr. Shapiro's right-hand man in the work here through 
these years, who was most intimately acquainted with the work, and who had 
served as acting Executive Director during the ~retracted absence of Mr. 
Shapiro. He suggested therefore that Mr. Tuvim be elected Executive Director 
to succeed Mr. Shapiro. 

Mrs. Epstein thought that before a new Executive Director was elected, 
the future of the Emergency Council should be discussed. The Actions Commit
tee had recently decided that the American Section of the Jewish Agency was 
to be responsible for public relations in the Western Hemisphere. That called 
for an examination of the relationshi~ of the American Section of the Jewish 
Agency to the Emergency Council and perhaps for a new definition of the Coun
cil's functions. After November 29 last tlhe Chairman had put in the hopper 
the question of the continuation of the Emergency Council. Certain~ that was 
no time to dissolve it. There was a !)lrpose still to be served. But a dis
cussion along these lines was timely now. 

Dr. Silver said he meant to bring up the question at a later point in 
the d~•s proceedings in connection with the budget. However. the Emergency 
Council would have to continue for some time. He did not suggest electing 
Mr. Tuvim for a fixed period of time, but to carry on the work until such 
time as this body decided otherwise. 

:BUDGET 

Motion to elect Mr. Tuvim as ixecutive Director seconded and carried. 

Dr. Silver thereupon formally invested Mr. Tuvim as Executive Director. 

Mr. Tuvim sai6 he hoped to do three-quarters as well as Mr. Shapiro. 

Mr. Shapiro laid before the Council a tentative budget for 1948-1949. 
Compared to the previous year, the budget provides for a somewhat reduced 
program of activities, the savings, on the basis of an entire year, amounting 
to about $200,000. (Details on file) 

• Mrs. Greenberg suggested that in future a copy of the Council's budget 
be sent in advance to the heads of all member organizatious, and asked how 
the functions were divided between the Emergency Council and the Jewish Agency . 

Dr. Silver replied that the work of the American Section of the Jewish 
Agency had not yet been fully organized since the last meeting of the Actions 
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Committee when it was called upon to take on additional responsibilities, and 
therefore only a tentative answer could be given for the present. Political 
activity on the American scene must remain solely the function of AZEC. The 
Jewish Agency, as an international body, could not participate in this work. 
It would not be the Jewish Agency that would go to see Congressmen and Sen
ators, nor could a representative of the State of Israel do that kind of 
work. Only an American organization could do this. That is the reason for 
the AZEC maintaining a skeleto~ office in Washington. In other fields, the 
American Section of the Jewish Agency, once its functions are determined, 
may still be unwilling to take on the job of the American Zionists on the 
American scene. Nevertheless, he hoped that much of the activity of the 
AZEC could now be curtailed. 

While the latest developments in Paris seem to indicate an easing up 
of the situation, we still have a long way to go before there will be stabil
ity, and until that time comes, there must be an alert organization ready to 
do the .iob whenever necessary. He hoped that there would be no further need 

for the huge expenses involved in street demonstrations or Madison Square 
Garden meetings, but at the time those were tr :,mendously important. He 
thought that the budget could be pruned down considerably in other fields as 
well. A reduction of t200,000 from last year has already been suggested. 
It would be a mistake to vote a year's budget at this time. Probably a 
six months' budget, subject to revision, would suffice. He suggested refer
ring the budget to a finance committee to work out the details . 

Rabbi Miller emphasized the importance of the work of the Washington 
office which he knew from personal experience. He believed that the work of 
the Emergency Council in Washington, not only seeing Senators and Representa
tives, but keeping in hourly touch with Washington newspa~ermen, must go on. 
He moved that instead of a finance committee, an ad hoc committee of four be 
appointed for the purpose of deciding on and approving a six months' budget. 

Mrs. Greenberg praised the work of the American Christian Palestine 
Committee and said that all who had had contact with the Committee, as she 
had, would testify to the superb work the Committee was doing. 

Mr. Shapiro pointed out that the Council's fiscal yee.r runs from October 
15 to October 15 and at the moment it is operating on a reserve set up for sev
erance pay. He therefore urged quick action on the budget. 

Motion carried to appoint committee of four to decide on and approve 
a six months' budget. 

REPORT BY MR. TUVIM OH AZEC ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Tuvim reported that since the last meeting of the Council, as a 
result of the very strenuous efforts of the Emergency Council and its friends, 

both the Democratic and Republican candidates issued statements in our support. 
Then followed another period of intense activity to bring about action by 
President Truman repudiating the position taken by the American Delegation in 
Paris in support of the British-Chinese resolution against Israel. It is known 

that the President sent a directive to Paris in this sense. The President 
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would not make a public statement regarding the step he had taken, but we in
formed our friends, especially in cities with large Jewish communities, that 
we appreciat~d what the President han done. There is no question but that 
the President:'s last-minute ac-tion rallied many voters. An analysis of the 
vote showed that it was the cities with a large Jewish population in Massa
chu~etts, ConnectiQµt, Ohio, Illinois a~d California that carrie~ tnose States for Mr " Tr-:..man. ' • 

On the occasion of Secretary Marshall's visit to Washington last week, 
the Council again was called upon to see to it that the President not be swayed 
from his pobi tion. One of our friends came away from a conference with the 
President with the assurance that his position would remain unchanged, 

Mr. Tuvim further reported that the biggest and most important of all 
conferences planned by the ACPC was now in progress , in Miami. This was the 
first time that such a conference was being sponsored locally by both the 
Jewish and the Christian community, and never before had there been such com
plete representation of organizations. T~e whole series of conferences would 
cost about $12,000, of which the Council's share ~uld be t6)ooo. 

MR. BEIGIN'S VISIT TO THE U.S. 

Mrs. Epstein raised the question of the action to be taken in connec
tion with Mbnachcm Beigin•~ visit to the United States. She understood that 
in certain cases individ~~l~ on the list of Beigin's sponsors were contacted, 
but this was not enough. Further action ,uould be taken to offset the p~opa
ganda th,,t was being spread by Beigin' s adherents. She would not recommend 
issuing statements to the newspapers but would suggest that the ;Emergency 
Council issue a circular for the guidance of our own organizations. 

Mr. Tuvim said that while the Council had received many ~equests to 
do somethtng about the matter, it had been able to do only limi te,d things, 
such as calling people lile Mayor O •Dwyer, Senator Li.+cas and a nQJnber of 
State Governors and stopping their sponsorship of Beigin. He thoµght there 
was danger, if we took any further stepsj of confusing our Chrietlan friends. 
He, personal)¥, thca.ght that since a political party in Israel was involved, 
the Emergency Council ought not to interfere but ougnt to take only such action 
as the Jewish Agency would recommend. 

Mrs. Greenberg pointed out the danger of permitting the Beigin propa
ganda to go unchallenged by us. She noted that a telegram from the ~eigin 
t~roup went to every member of the ACPC. 

Dr. Margoshes cautioned against hasty action and suggested waiting to 
see just what Beigin would do. Since he came here as a repres~ntative of a 
political party in Israel, ~•:.,rtain activities on his part must be considered 
as quite legitimate, and to fight him publicly before there was any provoca
tion would only give him the kind of publicity he was seeking. 

Mrs. Epstein said thtt since we know who Beigin is and what he stands 
for, the time to fight him is now before the mischief is done . 



• 

• 

• 

-5-

Mr. Zuckennan supported the position of Mrs. Epstein and moved for the 
appointment of a special committee to study the situation ani recommend what 
action the Council should take. This was important not only in connection with 
Beigin 1 s visit but aleo in regard to future activity by the Irgun, which would 
undoubtedly follow. 

Mr. Torczyner believed that since Mr. Beigin came here as an Israeli 
citizen, his activities here are the concern of the Israeli Mission and not of 
the Emergency Council. Beigin has fired the imagination of the American people, 
not just the Jews. but Christian Americans as well, but he will leave and be 
forgotten. It would be ·oetter not to stir up a controversy in Ar.ierica around 
him. 

Rabbi Miller stated that the problem before us was to stop the rank and 
file of the Jews from falling Victim to the propaganda which has been filling 
the pages of the press in tremendous advertisements. Ste~s should be taken to 
counteract the raising of ftmds from well-meaning Jews. Each group owes it to 
its constituents to state the facts clearly and vrevent their becoming the raw 
material out of which Beigin and his cohorts in AMerica could build a following. 

Mrs. Epstein moved that the Emergency Council and every group in the 
Council send a letter to its chapters throughout the country warning them 
against Mr. Beigin and explaining ~·~y they should boycott him. 

Dr. Silver saiq the Council ought to proceed carefully in this matter. 
It was not quite clear to him whether the Council should talce any formal action • 
Other Israeli parties have sent representatives here and nobody objected to 
their raising funds in America. Recently Mr. Sneh had come to America on be
half of his party. Formal action by the Council might serve as a precedent in 
the case of representatives of other groups in Israel. The Council could not 
undertake to sit in judgment on Palestinian political parties. He understood 
that steps were taken quietly by calling people who had been drawn in, some 
of them unwittingly, to back Beigin 1s r-e.rty. Others knew all about it and 
still waited to welcome him. Many of these have been reached as well. At 
this moment formal action would be inadvisable and premature. If the situa
tion were to change, the Council could consider the matter once more. He did 
think, however, that the American Section of the Jewish Agency should discuss 
the issue. 

Mr. Zuckerman asked why something had not been done to warn the Jewish 
press. 

Mr. Israeli replied t.ha t he had ta,l.ked to the editors and publishers 
and some of the writers, who said they admired Beigin, and there was nothing 
we could do about it. 

Mr. Zuckerman said we have a very clear duty to see that the organized 
Zionists and Jewry in general should not fall prey to the pro-Beigin propa
ganda in the English and Yiddish press. Otherwise we would help build some
thing dangerous that would be difficult to break down. He therefore recom
mended that a committee be elected, this committee to be given full power to 
draft a communication on behalf of the Emergency Council to be sent to Emerr.on
c1 comm1tte~s all over the country. T~is communication should be an answer 
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to the statements the Beigin camp is spreading to the effect that the Irgunists 
were the only ones to push the British out of Palestine . 

Mr. 'I,;:tiir. believed it unfair not to distinguish between Mr. Sneh and Mr. 
Beigin. Mro Sneh ~a1i,e from Haganah and he represents a Zionist party, while 
Beigin had stood against the discipline of the Israeli government, He thought 
it was an i:1sult to compare the two and to conclude that what we do not do 
against Sneh we cannot do against Beigin. 

Dr. Silver remarked that he did not put the two in the same category at 
all, but me:r-ely pointed o·.1.t tllat u demand had been made on the Council to op
pose Dr_ s~eh because his coming here would be harmful to the Zionist movement. 
He questioned whether we should sit here and pass judgment on such matters. 

Dr. Silver said that he had no objection to the motion that a committee 
be appointed to study the matter in consultation with the Jewish Aeency, but 
felt sure that the Council would want the opportunity to pass on the recommen
dations of the committee before it takes action. He suggested that all the 
parties be represented on the committee. Motion seconded and carried. 

FUTURE 9F AZEC 

Mr$ Zuckerman moved for the appointment of a committee to study the 
question of the further functioning of the Emergency Council. He thought 
this question now required thorough study, but did not want to make a party 
issue of it and did not want the proposal to come from his party . 

Dr. Silver supported the motion and suggested that the committee should 
include all parties. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

WELCOME TO MESSRS~ LOCKER AND BRODETSKY 

The Chairma~L welcomed the guests from overseas, Mr. Berl Locker, Chair
man of the Jerusalem Section of the Jewish Agency, and Prof0ssor Selig Brodetsky, 
a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in London. Professor Brodetsky thanked 
the committee for the opportunity to see the Emergency Council in session and 
said that he had come to acquaint American Jewry with the importance of the 
Hebrew University. 

Mr. Locker said he had learned a lot at this meeting. Some questions 
which were raised here were of interest to the Agency too. Speaking of the 
situation in Israel, Mr. Locker said that the Yiddish press did not always 
underline sufficiently the dark side of the wa1·. But there is a dark side. 
A great many lives have been lost and there have been many other tragedies. 
But generally it is a very great adventure to be in Israel now9 Palestine 
Jewry has always felt entirely at home, But now the Jews in Israel look very 
well, are very proud, very independent and very free. The war is probably won 
and we are now confronted with great problems, 
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At the Actions Committee meettng oertatn delimitations of function took 
place, and he was glad to laf that this has not led to any eatrangement betwoen 
the Jewieh Agency and the government. The iwo bodies coopera.t very oloJelr, 
Immigration is mainly the Agency's concern. It is a great task. 

Thus far. we ha~e taken in during the year about 85,000 to 90,000 people, 
the greatest immigration that Palestine has had in all the years. There was no 
year like it under the mandate. We never had more than 65,000 -- that was in 
1935. By the end of this year we m~ have 130,000, because in the next few 
weeks we have to take in 40,000 or S0,000 Jews,20,000 of whom are from Bulgaria. 
About 4,500 are coming from YugoeU\via, J,000 from Czechoslovakia. About 5,000 . ,, 
from the camps are in Marseilles. Polish Jews are coming in small numbers. 
Some thousands will arriv• from the camps in ftdd1tion to those now in Marseilles. 
On top of this we now have the problem ~f China, where some 13.000 people ar~ 
involved. Nortp African Jews ate now on the move. This creates great problems 
of finance and tre.nsportation. Though the JDC pays transportation from most of 
the countries, 1 t does not p~ for all of them, notably not for trans1>ortation 
from Arab countries. We now have the problem of transferring 3,500 people from 
Aden by air. There is the question of housing -- a very difficult question. 
It is primarily a question of money. For money we have to look to American 
Jewry, and American Jewry must be united for this purpose. It must have a 
strong United Palestine Ap1:)eal, a stron.g United Jewish Ap-r:ieal. 

Meeting adjourned S:45 P.M • 

B.A . 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

December a. 1948 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emer
gency Council was held on Wednesday, December 8, 1948, at 4:30 P.M., at 
342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Moses P. 
Epstein, Leon Gellman, Dre H. Raphael Gold, Mrs. Sam Goldstein, Mrs. David 
B. Greenberg, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Yehuda Tyberg, 
Baruch Zuckerman. 

Leo Cohen, Beinish Epstein, Mr. Gelber, J~ Greenleaf, Dr. S. 
Margoshes, Dr. Sidney Marks, Dr. Ignacy Schwartzbart, J. Torczyner, 
Samuel J. Zacks . 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, William 
Kaufman, Harold P. Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Harry Steinberg, Abe 
Tuvim. 

REPORT OF BEIGIN COMMITTEE 

Dr. Akzin reported on the deliberations of the committee of repre
sentatives of the seven parties, with Rabbi Kirshblwn. as chairman, appointed 
to deal with the question of the attitude of the Emergency Council toward 
the visit of Mr. Beigin in this country. 

After a prolonged discussion with the participation of Messrs. 
Gellman, Cohen, Cruso, Zuckerman, Epstein, Mrs. Epstein, Dr. Neumann, and 
Dr. Silver, it was decided, at the request of Dr. Neumann and Mr. Gellman, 
to postpone further consideration of the matter for a week to enable the 
Executive Committee of ZOA and Mizrachi to define their attitudes. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES AND THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Mr. Tuvim reported that, at the request of our friends in Paris, 
contacts were established here to ascertain the attitudes of China, France 
and Canada in connection with the vote in the Security Council on admis
sion of Israel to the U.N. Efforts were made to encourage favorable edi
torial opinion on the admission of Israel to the U.N., and the Council ·. 
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has already received copies of forty editor.ial1, mostly from big oities . 
At no time in the past were there such unanimit¥ and such good sentiments 
expressed in the press for our cauee. 

Consideration was being given at present to the holding of an annual 
seminar in Israel, in cooperation with the ACPC. The communities in 25 or 
30 cities would be asked to choose each one participant and to cover his 
expenses. Organizations like the AFL and CIO would also be asked to par
ticipate in like manner. It was hoped that influential lay leaders and 
representatives of church federations would participate. Within the sem
inar there would be a labor seminar, a government seminar, a medical sem
inar, a settlement e~minar, a seminar on religious freedom and worship, 
etc. The plan is still in a preliminary stage and requires further study. 

Mr. Tuvim further reported concerning the steps taken with regard to 
COMMON SENSE, a New Jersey publication full of vicio~s bias. 

Dr. Silver said that France and CA.n ada were the two countries that 
were holding up favorable action by the Security Council on the admission 
of Israel to the U.N. 

Mr. Zacks stated that during the last week end there had been con
siderable contact with the various cabinet ministers and with the Prime 
Minister of Canada, and he was hopeful that Canada would vote for Israel's 
admission . 

Dr. Silver reported further that de Jure recognition was no longer 
a burning issue, because there existed a definite commitment on the part 
of our Government that recognition will be granted after the elections are 
held. There ia no need to press for something to which the Government is 
officially committed. 

Dr. Silver stated that Dr. Jeasup's statement was an excellent his
toric document. It brought our Government back to the position where it 
was a year ago and from which it should never have deviated. The la test 
report was that the British were trying to get the Security Council to 
impose sanctions on Israel. Bunche and Ross of the American delegation 
opposed it, and according to latest reports, no action will be taken. 
There was some reason to hope that nothing would happen between now and 
the closing of the Assembly, because that would leave the November 29 reso
lution in force and the Jews and Arabs would then be called upon to nego
tiate directly. Dr. Silver believed that the representatives of Israel 
in Paris carried through their assignment in the ablest manner. They 
started out with all the cards stacked against them -- the assassination 
of Bernadotte, the Bernadotte report, tle endorsement of the Bernadotte 
report by the American Government. It looked as if they would be fighting 
a losing battle in this Assembly, but they succeeded in beating down every 
action unfavorable to them, in maintaining their status and in strengthen
ing their position. A great deal of credit is due to the diplomatic skill 
of the Israeli delegation, headed by Messrs. Shertok and Eban. 

Mr. Tuvim explained that the Council had made copies of the Jessup 
speech available to the Government of Israel and to friendly speakers. 
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BUDGET AND PLANNING 

Mr. Tuvim reported that the Emergency Council needed funds for 
operations. He read the resolution adopted by the committee appointed to 
study the budget as follows: 

RESOLVED that the budget submitted by the American Zionist Emer
gency Council for the year 1948-1949 totaling $563,865.64 be approved 
with the following provisos: 

l. That the budget passed upon shall be for a period of six months 
beginning October 15, 1948; and 

2. That the Committee on Scope, to be appointed by the Chairman 
of the American Zionist Emergency Council for the purpose of studying 
and planning future activities of the AZEC, be urgently requested to 
meet at an early date and bring in a report before three months have 
elapsed in order that the needs of tte Emergency Council may be re
analyzed at that time. 

This was transmitted to the Funds With the request that the two over
due monthly allotments to the Council for October 15-November 15 and Novem
ber 15-December 15 be urgently transmitted. Mr~ Tuvim pointed out that the 
Council was now using a fund set aside for severance, and that a new agree
ment with the union, retroactive to October 15, could not be put in force 
until the money was made available . 

The request to the Funds for an interim allotment for t\fo months was 
approved. 

Mrs. Greenberg pointed out that the Committee on the Budget had 
also recommended that the Committee on Planning and Scope or another com
mittee be set up as a permanent committee with a mandate to meet every 
month and check on items. The Committee on the Budget felt that it could 
take no important action on the budget since the whole policy of the Emer
gency Council was not before it for review. Mrs. Greenberg urged that the 
Planning and Scope Committee meet promptly and evolve a plan for the 
future. 

Dr. Silver stated that the Planning and Scope Committee was being 
organized and ought to meet within a week. 

Dr. Akzin reported that each party had been asked to select a repre
sentative to the committee. 

Meeting adjourned 6:05 P.M. 

B.A . 
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nTRICTLY CONFIDihiT I.AL NO. 2 

DIGEST OF 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

'.&MIRICAN SECTION OF THE EXECU1IVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY FCR PALESTINE 

JANUAhY 10, 1949 

A meeting of the Aneriean Seotian of the Executive ef the Jewish .Agency f ~r Palestine was held en M~nday, January 1~, 1940, at 3:00 P.~. at the r ffices -f the Jewish Agency, New Y- rk City. 

EXECU'I IVE MEMBERS PRESENT 

Dr. A.H. Silver (presiding), Dr. G ld.mann, Mr. Greenber6 , Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Lurie, Dr. Neuman, Mr. Zuckerman; 

DEPUTY MEiIBERS - Zv1 Herman, Mr. Schechtman and Advi sr.r - Mr. Gellrr.an. 
OTHERS P~.ES:ENT 

Dr. Bernard J :: seph, Messrs. G-ttlieb HamnEr, Ar thur Lcurie, Har ~l d '1ans, n and Abe Tuvim • 

CL.iCULATION OF Diu-EST OF MINUTES 

It was requested that a summary r f acti r n taken at the me etiI1Gs -f the Executive ~e prepared and circulated. 

COMMUN! CATIONS F.rlOM JERUSALE ~ 

A cable exchange between New Y-- rk and Jerusalem was read with re spe t:t t the application r f Tel Hai f-r a l ean. The Jerusalem Executive indica t ed its disappr~val rf such a l oan r r guarantee. 

INVITATION TO BEN ZVI RECEPTION 

Mr. Hayim Greenberg and Dr. Nallurn Gr ld.mann were asked t ~ repres ent the American Secti-n r f the Jewish Agency at a recepti-n in h -- n0r -.f ! , r <, Isaac ]en Zvi t o be held "n Thu~sday evening, January 13, at the Park Sheratnn Hrtel under the auspices -- f the Nati r nal Crmmittee f -r La~ - r I srael. 
MU'LTIPLICITY CAMPAIGNS 

In resp ,nse t- a request by the UPA t r, the Jerusalem Executive that the Ansrican Section be vested with full auth- ri.ty t'" handle the questl n r f multiple campaigns, the Jerusalem Secti rn prrp~sed that the AIOOrt~an Section convey inf~rmatinn and rec0mrnend.ati ~ns tr Jerusale~ and thut they wculd, t r.gather with the Gnvernment, set up a j-int cr mmittee t , : nve tl6ate and decide upon suoh matters. Afters ~e discussi nit was de~ided ~r inform the Jerusalem Executive tha.t their prr- p eal is acceptable subJect to 
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(a.) a.ny decision must 'be ta.ken by the full Executive and nr,t just the 
Jerusalem Exeoutive; (b) requests by American organizations f r, r 
certification as bona fide fund raising organizations must be referred 
in the first instance to the American Section, and, (c) that a statement 
be issued in Israel that no campaign is t o 'be started without the prior 
approval of the Jewish Agency and the Government r,f Israele 

REPORT OF YOUTH AND ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Zuckerman submitted a report r. f a meeting nf the Subcrmmittee on 
Youth and Organization. It was requested that action be patpnned until 
the next meeting. In the meantime the report sh~uld be circulated so 
that members of the Executive would have an opportunity t o study ito 

It was also requested that a r;port be obtained from the U.S. Central 
Shekel and Election ] ~ard. 

REPORT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Mrs. Halprin submitted a report in behalf ~f the Public Relatio~s Gommittee& 
Mr. Manson supplemente~ this report, A general discussi on ensued ~ No 
definite action was taken. 

REPORT BY DR. JOSEPH 

1'r. Dov Jaeph submitted an off the record r epor t on the sitra.tiou l n 
Israel. 

REPORT BY ZVI REBMAN 

Mr. Herman reported on the problem of abs orpti on of new immigration. 

UJA CHAIRMANSHIP 

A long discussion t ook place with respect to the negnt iations w:tt !:i. k1:r ') 
Morgentha.u regarding the general Chairmanship of the United Jewi s~ l ppoal 
A motion was made that the Executive of the Agency advise the U~ .. ~ t- 0 
accept without qualification the readiness of Mr. Morgenthau t o serre o 
The Chairman expressed the opini on that he could not put this mot :tvn t o 
a. vote and asked to be excusedo (Dro Silver then Je ft the meet lng and Drr
Goldmann took the chair~ The meeting went into Executive zess\ on) ~ 

After additional discussion the uatte't" was put t o a vote with ·~he :~'u i. le, ·.v:lng 
voting in the affirmative: Mr, iuckej, .. man, Mrs() Ea.lprin, Mr,., Lui~-J ,-3 _ M:::-o 
Greenberg and l)r. Gold.rm.nno Dr o Silver and Dr., Neumann were 1v )·i; p::-esbn·~ -1 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PoMo 



• • 

• 

• 

• 

CONFIDENTIAL No. 129 

AMERICAN ZIONtST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

January- 11. 1949 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist ~er
gency Council was held on Tuesday, January 11, 1949, at 10:30 A~M., at 
342 Madison Avenue, New York Cityo 

PRESENT 

Dro Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Daniel Frisch, Dr., Berl F:rymer, 
Dr. H. Baphael Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Mrse Sam G~ldstein, Mrs~ ~enjamin 
Gottesman, Rabbi Me .. x F:irshblum, Rab.ti Irvine M:lller, Mrs .. David de Sola 
Pool, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Elihu Do Ston~, Yehuda Tubin, Yeh~da Tyberg 5 

David 'Wertheim. 

Dr. Harry Levi, Harold P. Manson, Dr~ Ignacy Schwarzbart. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, ~r. Benjamin 
Shwadran, Harry Steinberg, Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim. 

PRISDIT POLITICAL SITUATION 

Dr. Silver etatef that this meeting had been called at the request of 
one of the member bodies of the »nergency Council to consider the present 
political situation. The situation looked graver two days ago than it does 
today, although it is still sufficiently grave. As soon as the new move of 
the :Sri ti sh became apparent, the Emergency Council quickly got in to action. A 
carefully draw memorandum of the facts was prepared by Dr. Akzin in cooperation 
with Mr. Manson and in consultation with Mr. Lourie and sent to all public
op1nion-forming agenciea in the country, to the ~ress and to political figures 
as well as to the local lmergency Committees. When the situation became very 
acute, it was decided to have the etor., epr~ad more fully in the form of an 
advertisement. The Council's advertisement, prepared by Mr. Manson, appears 
in this momingt s New York Times and will also appear in other papers here 
and in Washington. 

According to the latest Washington reports, Mr. McDonald informed the 
President that the Bri ti eh planes were shot down over Ia~eli territory. Our 
Government has informed the Dri ti sh Government that the ei tuation which haa 
developed reflected on the integrity of the British Government, that the normal 
processes which have been set in motion looking to~ards discussions of an 
armistice ought to be allowed to continue without interruption, and that 'the 
moving of military reinforcements by Britain was a provocative act. We were 
informed that the British Ambassador called on the State Department requesting 
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the State Department to instruct Mr. Keenan, and was told that the only in
structions Keenan had received and would receive from the American Government 
were those contained in the Jessup statement before the Security Council, which 
statement represents American policy. Mr. Dulles, in talking to the President 
yesterdq, said that the ~ritieh could be helpful by indicating to th~ Arabs 
that they should proceed along the lines which the United Nations outlined for 
annistice negotiations. In Dr. Silver's opinion, the attitude of our Govern
ment has been good. lt has acted as a check and deterrent on Bevin 1s real 
intent to precipitate a major crisis in the Near East which would have throw 
a ring of steel around the State of Israel and compelled it to accept tenns 
agreeable to the British Foreign Office. Unless something unforeseen occurs, 
we lire likely to see an easing of the political crisis in the next few days. 

The purpose of this meeting being to consider what the Emergency Council 
should be doing at the present time, Dr. Silver called on Mr. Tuvim to inform 
the meeting what instructions he has given to the Emergency Committees through
out the country. 

Mr. Tuvim reported that in the last ten da;ys the Emergency Council had 
sent out four directives. Two dealt with the Cyprus issue, on which Jewish 
attention was not sufficiently focused. Among Christians, however, there was 
a good deal of action on CYPrus. Mar..y letters were sent by Ohri stian leaders 
on this subject, many senno~ were p~eached in Christian churches, and some 
material has appeared in the press. The other two directives deal with recent 
British actions in th~ Middle East, and our friends were asked to use the basic 
ma·~erial received from us for advertisements, for letters to the press and for 
the orientation of radio commentators, editors, news writers, preachers and 
political leaders. To be most effective, the Council's directives should be 
followed up by the individual parties. The parties should re-issue them to 
their members throughout the country. 

Dr. Gold asked whether there existed any means of transmitting our 
information to the press and public opinion in Britain. Mr. Tuvim replied 
that our material goes to all the overseas press agencies and 11 certainly 
picked up by the British. 

Dr. Schechtman said that 'A'hile the Emergency Council had done well, 
the essential question was how we judged the situation. The U.S. Government I s 
firm attitude has -probe,'bly -prevented the British from making a major incident 
of the shooting down of the British planes, but it did not basically change 
the situation. There is a deliberate and consistent British effort to force 
their way into an anned conflict with the Jews. Much more menacing than the 
airplane incident is the despatch of British troops to Transjordan. The in
formation about British troop and naval movements is pa.rt of a war of nerves 
which may or may not develop into military intervention. We should not limit 
ourselves to the usual procedures that we have applied in the past in other 
unpleasant situations of a political nature. The present case is unusual, and 
public opinion in this country and abroad, especially in ~rl ta1n, should be 
aroused. There are not many ways and means left, but two ways must be tried, 
despite the dangers involved. Mass picketing of British consulates all over 
the country should be encouraged, and a bJycott of British goods should be con
sidered. Britain is the only stumbling block for Israel. That is why this 11 
the time for a warning that, should the British war on Israel be continued, 
American Jewry would resort to a boycott of British goods, 
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Mr. Goldman auggested that atatemente from the leaders of organized 
labor wo~ld be effective in this country and might also influence the :British 
Lab6r Party. He also suggested calling a large mass meeting in New York and 
similar meetings throughout the country. 

Mr. Stone said that the American taxpayer should be informed tnat 
American subsidies help pay the bill for :Sri ti sh military enterprise ill, Palestine. 
Members of Congress ought likewise to be informed of the situation. Mr. Stone 
shared Dr. Schechtman ts view that we have reached a crisis and. that it 'behoove a 
us to do unusual things() :Bringing up the matter of American subsidies tc 
:Britain would be far more effective than a threat of boycott. 

Dr. Gold s~ggested that American public opinion be acquainted more 
fully with the divisions existing within England itself on the question of 
Palestine~ Attention should also be given to the need of neutralizing hostile 
ecclesiastical influencas in England ~ 

Mrs. Pool suggested that we ask for the help of a number of organizations 
which have been helpful to us in the past, especially those that are known as 
friends of Englande She th-:>t.ght that as long as even the Israeli Government 
does business with England, tl.Lei·e was no point in urging a boycott of :Sri tish 
goods in Amerl ca. 

Mr .. Fri sch thought that either a boycott or a criticism of the Marshall 
l>lan might antagonize important segments of opinionQ The- important thing was 
to make known to the country how deeply we feel about this situationa A huge 
meeting in New York would voi ce the feelings of .American Jewry . 

Mro Wertheim said. that a'Pparently the attitude of our Government was 
now quite friendly. One should be carefnl not to jeopardize this. Opposition 
to the Marshall P3 .. an or a boycott would be dangerous. 

Dr. Akzin said that Congress was now engaged in a study of the budget 
message. Most people in Cor.gress \.Jill be looking for places to cut the budget 
in order to avoid the necessity for increasing taxes. While it would be unwise 
to place a memorandum in the himds of every Congressman, friendly members of 
Congress ought to have their attention drawn to the costly British adventures 
in the Middle East as an indication that American economic aid to Britain 
could be red~ced. 

Mrn Stone said that he did not intend an attack on the Marshall Plan 
when h~ suggested attacking economic aid to Britaino We could even come out 
in support of the Marshall Flan but decry the fact that the purpose of the 
Marshall Plan is being defeated by the Bri tteh" A coast-to--coast broadcast, 
pointing out the facts with diplomacy and w~ th sense, would bring the issue to 
the attention of the American :public(. 

Rabbi Miller remarked that there was general agreement on the gravity 
of the situation.. If anything serious weru to result, we would never fo:rgi ve 
ourselves for having done too little and t00 latec On the other hand, w~ 
must not be reckless~ There were grave consideratiom that militated against 
a boycott. An attack on the Marshall Plan was also inadvisable. But the thesis 
that because of the Anglo-Americ~~ alliance, everything that Britain stood for 
~as right, should be attacked~ Anything that causes American public opinion to 
question British policy would be felt very quickly by England, 
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As a practical step, Rabbi Miller suggested that the Chairniru;. of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council in~ite by telegrrun the important Jewish 
organizations in the country to an emergency confe~~nce a~ as early a date 
as possible to hear a report on what 1s happening in th~ British sitµation and 
to take cour~sel. The message from the Chairman 0f the Emergency Counci:;., if gi Vl'.:,n ou't to the press, would setve as a warning on the British Government and 
on the State Department that we take a very grave view of the matter .. 

Mrs. Gottesman concurted in Rabbi Millerl~ suggestion and emphasized 
the importance ,of radio in drawing public attention to the issue. She thought 
a street parade rather than a mass meeting might be helpful~ .A.t the conferences of UPA and of tho W'elf a.re Feder·ations, meeting this week, suitable resolutions should be introducedo A great many Jews were refraining from purchasing British goods, but an organized boycott would be inadvisable. 

Mrs. Pool thoug.11 t we were entitled. to know hew Great Britain is using 
American moneyo This does not entail opposition to the Marshall Plan. 

Dr. Levi said he believed that the danger in the situation lay in the impression that the situation was well in handn But the British were still in 
Aqaba in a position to shoot ae soon as they find an opportnnity. Whereas the military and political situation w~s as bad as it had been, our psychological approach here in America had changed~ As far as a boycott was concerned, 1 t 
was only necessary to give warning that, should the British intervene in a war 
in Palestine, there would be a boycott. Picketing by yo·.:..th groups and ir..- 
di-.,iduals, without any instnlctions by the Emergency Council, would make the 
British in this country feel uncomfortableo 

Mre Goldman remarked that if Britain should become openly engaged in a direct war, there would be a spo~taneous boycotto To initiate it now would be wrong. He approved Ra~bi Miller 1s proposal for the calling of a conference, 
but wondered whether it should be done in the name of the Emergency Council. 

Mrs. Pool recommended that organizations invited to the proposed con
ference should include not only those formerly in the American Jewish Conference but others as well, including fund-raising organizations. 

Dr. Silver said these unanticipated crises indicat$ the importance of the Emergency Councilo There is enough political work to do on the American scene for many years to come. He urged. that the Scope Oommi ttee bring in 1 ts 
report as early as possible so that the future of the Emergency Council could 
be decided, and also because he personally would like to be relieved of the 
chairmanship as soon as possible~ 

Dr. Silver recalled that a few months back, when a similar political crisis had developed, Senator Bridges spoke u:p as chairman of the Senate 
Ap~ropriations Committee and that threw such a panic in the camp of the British that almost oven1ight ~here was a shift in policyo It would be desirable to 
have someone in a similar position bring up the subject of aid to Britain in 
connection with British activities in Palcotine .. A discussion on the floor of 
the Senate would also be helpful. The p,:>int could be made that if American 
taxpayers' money was to be ~ent abroad, that money should be properly used and not used against the foreign policy of the United States and against the de
clared policy of the United Nations • 
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An effort will be made, of course, to persuade radio commentators to 
speak intelligently on the Palestine issue • 

Resolutions ought to be submitted at the Atlantic City and ~hiladelphia 
conferenceso 

He was dou~tful concerning the organization of a mass meeting, chiefly 
bec~use the preparations might take too l0ng and because of the expense in
volvedJ He agreed with Rabb\ Miller1 s suggestion of a conference and proposed 
Tuesday, January 18. as the dateQ The press should be informed :mmediatelyc 

Oonc11,.uing, Dre B:lv-er s::>id 1 t was his guess that Great :Sri ta:l:i would 
endea~or to sabotage th~ nsgotic1tions on Rhodes. rt might be that the Rhodes 
negotiations would drag on or even bog do\tm., We must figure on the worst, not 
on the best. 

Dro Akzin suggested that the American Christian Palestine Committee call 
a parallel conference of Christian organizations. 

Dr~ Silver called fvr a vote on convoking the proposed conference, the 
date to be either next Monday or TuesdoYQ Motion raianimously appro'V'ed .. 

Mrs. Pool suggested that the Council start now planning for the celebra
tion of the anni v-ersary of the Jewish State on May 14" 

REPORT OF PLANNING AND SCOPE co~~!TTE:ffi 
r----

• Rabbi Miller said he had ready an interim report from the Scope Com-

• 

mittee which had to be acted u-pon by the Executive Committee before the Scope 
Committee could pr0ceed furthero 

Dro Silver suggested making the report of the Planning and Scope Com
mittee the first order ~f business of the next meeting of the Executive Committee. 

Rabbi Ki rshblum remarked that the budget situation of the Emergency 
Council would be hampered a great deal unless we get as quickly as possible a 
complete picture of wha·t is going to happeno 

Rabbi Miller stated that the Planning and s~ope Committee had reached 
the stage where it could not go on until it had a decision from the Executive 
Committee on its interim report. 

Meeting adjourned 11&45 AeMo 
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Confidential No. 130 

AHERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF lIEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMi IITTEE 

March 7, 1949 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Toler
gency Council was held on Monday, March 7, 1949, at 8:30 P. ii. , at 342 
Madison Avenue, New York Cit;r. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Sol Cohen, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, 
Paul L,. Goldman, Mrs. Sara Goldstein, Mrs. :Benjamin Gottesman, Babbi Max 
Kirshblum, Dr. Samuel I1argoshes, Rabbi Irving Mill er, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, 
Louis Segal, Yehuda Tu-bin, David Wertheim, :Baruch Zuckerman. 

Pinchas Cruso, Beinish Epstein, Josegh Greenleaf, Charles Ress, Dr. 
Ignacy Schwarzbart, Yehuda. Tyberg, Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Miss Beatrice Cohen, Arnold 
X. Isreeli, William Kaufman, Dr. Benjamin shwadran, Harry Steinberg, Rabbi 
Joseph Sternstein, Abe Tuvim . 

APPLICATION OF HAPOEL HAMIZRAQ~I FOR 
BEPRESjlNTATION IN EMERGENCY. COT.n7CIL 

A letter was read from Hapoel Hamizrachi requesting that that organi
zation be accorded separate representation in the Emergency Council. In 
accordance with the by-laws, it was decided to defer action for two weeks, 
until the next meeting of the Executive. 

CELEBRATION OF THE ANNIVERSAR,J OF THE JEWISH STAT~ 

Mr. Zuckerman suuested that the Council ascertain whether the cele
bration would be held in Israel according to the Jewish or the Roman cal
endar, and that we plan the celebration for the same date. 

Mrs. Epstein thought that while it would be desirable to have the 
celebration here coincide with the one in Israel, the anniversary might be 
robbed of its meaning in this country if it were celebrated on any other 
date than May 14. 

Rabbi Miller pointed out that only if the celebration were to serve 
a specific political objective, would it come within the scope of the Council's 
activity. Otherwise it might be better for the various Zionist bodies to 
celebrate it in whatever WEJ¥ they chose. 

Mr. Cruso thought that such a celebration came rightly within the 
province of the Emergency Council's activity. Whether or not there is a 
specific political objective 1 the meet1?\?: could be managed so as to have 
political significance. 
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Rabbi Kirshblum thought the Council might adjust itself to holding 

celebrations without any political significance • 

Dr. Silver pointed out that if a celebration is decided upon, it will 

involve the Emergency Council in considerable expense, and those responsible 

for the budget will have to bear this fact in mind. 

Mr. Tuvim remarl .. ed that if the Council does underteke the celebration 

it should be understood that none of the parties will undertake a similar 

project. 

Mr. B. Epstein agreed with Rabbi Miller that since the purpose of the 

celebration would not be political, t he Council should not undertake it. 

Every party will wish to celebrate in its own wa~l and express its own views 

on the occasion. Certain affi l iates of the Revisiotists r'ave a l ready made 

pre,arations and invested some money. They have secured liadison Square 

Garden for the purpose, and it wou i d oe very hard for them to call it off. 

Mr. Wertheim suggested t hat no r..,ction be taken on the pro-posal for a 

celebration until after the report uf the Scope Committee was heard •• 

Dr. Silver remarked that tw~ !llonths was not too long a period in which 

to make preparations and asked t .. a ~ a decision be made wittout specific re

l ation to the re-organization o1 the Counci l . 

Hr. Zuckerman said the _;, 1.anned celebration referred to b the Revi

sionists was of such magnitude th~t it might do harm to a:ny celebration 

planned by the Ewt:- rb~ncy Coun<.:i l , i:;rea ting the impression that there are 

in the Uni teJ States t \oJ O g:ro·;.ps of equal importance, one--the group planning 

the Madison Square G&-r0.<:l ::1 me:c t ing, ·che other- -the entire Zionist movement. 

He therefore urg~d tlia·~ if t. hc Council does hold a celebration, it be on a 

grand scale. Un~.ess the Council plan~ a demonstration that will bring half 

a million Jews out in. the streets, it rill be overshadowed by the celebra

tion of the other group, and it might therefore be more desirable for each 

group to hold a celebration of its own. He suggested t t at the Committee 

first consider the re,ort of the Scope Committee. If the Energency Council 

is going to continue for a long time, it is worthwhile investing consider

able money in a demonstration that will give the Council the status it 

should have. If, however, the Council is to continue for only a few months, 

let every group do whatever it can. 

Mrs. Epstein stated that the future bud.get of the Council would af

fect the decision on the celebration a1d suggested that the Scope Committee 

report be considered first. 

Dr. Silver agreed to delay further consideration until after the re

port of the Scope Committee. 

REPORT OF THE SCOPE comUTTJ& 

Rabbi r~alle r , chairman of the Scope Committee, reported the,t two 

meetings were held. The parties were rep :·. ·:Hmted as follows: :1rs ., E:::>stein 

for Hadassah, Louis Segal for Poale Zi on, Leon Gellman for l-Uzrachi, 

Beinish Epstein for t he Revision1str., Pa11l Goldhlen for Achdut .da.vodah, 

Mr. Kusselevitz for Hashomer Hatza-1.r, and r.imself for ZOA. 1Ihe first meeting 



• 

• 

• 

-3-

was given over to a general discussion of the future status of the Emergency 
Council. There was unanimity of opinion in favor of some coordinating body 
in respect of those matters which are common to all Zionist parties in Aiiler
ica. rirs. Epstein of Hs.dassah wanted the Emergency Counci 1 to continue with 
some organizational and programmatic changes which would adapt it to its new 
role. Mr. Epstein for the Revisionists felt that the e~ergency had by no 
means been ended and that, therefore, the Council should continue. Mr. 
Gellman shared the view · that the emergency was not over, but felt that cer
tain changes might profitably be made in the Council. On the other . and, 
Mr. Segal of Poale Zion felt that this organization ought to terminate at 
a certain date and that a new body should be created. What that body should 
be woul d be a matter for consultations among the various parties. 

At the end of 'the first meeting, members were asked to consult with 
their organizations prior to the next meeting so that fi nal positions could 
be put forward. At the second meeting there emerged two distinct resolutions: 
One, by Mr. Segal on behalf of Poale Zion, stated that a body to coordinate 
certain activities is necessary; however, the Emergency Council having demon
strated that its usefulness has come to an end and that it is not in a posi
tion to re-adapt itself to the new orientation now called for, a termination 
date should be agreed upon and cori~ulte.tions should -oegin immediately among 
the parties looking towards the creation of a new coordinating body so as 
to avoid a vacuum. If, by the time the termination date arrives, the new 
body has not yet been set up, the termination date might be postponed. 

The other resolution stated that the Emergency Council should continue 
as the coordinating body of all the Zionist parties, that certain ~rogram
matic and organizational changes were clearly called for in the light of 
the present circumstances, that such changes can and should be effected, 
that a date be agreed upon when such changes should go into effect, and 
that it would be detrimental to the movement if this organization were 
liquidated and a new organization started. 

The Poale Zion and Achdut Havodah voted for the resolution of Mr. 
Segal. Mizrachi, the Revisionists, Hadassah and ZCA voted for the seoond 
resolution. Hashomer Hatzair reserved its position. 

At that point, the Scope Committee being divided on major policy, 
Rabbi Miller felt tha,t no useful purpose would be served by continuing the 
discussions of the Committee, but that the issue should be resolved by the 
Executive Committee. 

Mr. Goldman reported that Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion had reversed its 
stand and would support the second resolution. 

Dr. Schechtman thought that the Scope Committee had evaded the issue. 
The problem is not whether the Emergency Council is to continue or not, but · 
what should be the character and scope of any future ·body which would rep
resent a common Zionist effort in this country. When we know this, we can 
decide whether we should continue the Emergency Council or create a new one~ 
The real purpose of the Scope Committee should have been to establish what 
are the common activities of the Zionist movement in this country, whether 
political or organizational or educational or propaganda. Ia it to be a 
Zionist federation or some kind of loose combine? 
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Mr. Segal said that the Council was formed for the specific purpose 
of meeting the emergency situation in Zionism in this country and, if needed, 
elsewhere. The emergency situation is now over, and this body has to a large 
extent fulfilled its function. Recognizing this fact, we must now find the 
best method to liquidate the Council. The question of creating a body in 
American Zionism for purposes of common concern to the parties should be 
taken up by the parties themselves. It is not a. problem for the Council. 
Thb Council should recommend to the Zionist bodies that they select a com
mittee to discuss matters of organization and activities which are common 
to all Zionist bodies in the United States. But the Council should not be 
the architect for a new coordinating body. 

rirs. Epstein agreed with Dr. Schechtman that unless we have a clearer 
concept of the Council's functions in the future, it is difficult to decide 
bet~1een the two viewpoirits. The Council has changod considerably since its 
inception without going through the radical ·procedure of liquidation, and 

• there is no need for that kind of action now. At the National Board Confer-
ence of Hada,ssah, very strong sentiment was expressed by out-of-town members 
that the local Emergency Committees have outlived their usefulness and should 
be liquidated. When we consider the question of continuing this body or 
starting another, we will have to consider also the necessity of re-thinking 
our relationship to the local groups. We were created for an emergency 
which required immediate and rapid action. For that purpose we had to have 
local groups. Perhaps now it would be feasible to have merely a central 
body and work through the constituent organizations. 

Another factor to be considered in discussing liquidation or re
organization is the role of the American Section of the Jewish Agency. In 
the field of public relations, for instance, we must know what the function 
of the Jewish Agency is before we can plan the role of the Council. In the 
field of research, the Council's research program could perhaps be moved to 
the Jewish Agency. 

Rabbi Kirshblum thought that until we settled decisively the question 
of liquidation we could not go into the structurnl changes in the Council 
that everyone feels are necessary. If the Council is going to continue to 
exist, then the Scope Committee should meet aga,in and lay out a program, 
giving point by point what departments are necessary and what departments 
can be dispensed with. In Rabbi Kirshblum's opinion, it was doubtful 
whether the Council could by its own decision vote itself out of existence. 
It was created by a decision taken at the Zionist Congress in 1939 and it 
may be that a higher Zionist authority must rule on the question of liqui
dation. 

Mr. Zuckerman recalled that the Emergency Council was created when 
Dr. Weizmann called the representatives of several American organizations 
and told them it was nec;:essary to establish a central body in order to carry 
on during the emergency. But now we arc discussing the establishment of a 
permanent body of Zionist groups in America. A permanent body to deal with 
problems of interest to all Zionist orge,nizations would have a very wide 
scope of activities. To decide on what basis such a permanent organiza-
tion can be established requires discussion among the various Zionist groups 
to reach a common denominator. In the opinion of 11r. Zuckerman's party, the 
permanent body could not arise from the Emergency Council. There is need, 
however, for an organization to bridge the gap between the emergency body 
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and the permanent body~ TBe question of liquidation is not one to be de
cided by a majority. since a majority would not bind all the parties. If 
we agree that the work of the Emergency Council is already at an end, it 
cannot be decided by a majority vote that this Council should continue in 
the name of the entire Zionist movement as a permanent body. There must be 
a new beginning. The Emergency Council, however, could agree on a program 
for an intermediate body pending the formation of a permanent body. and, as 
proposed by Mr. Segal, the Council would not be liQuidated until a committee 
composed of all Zionist groups had found a wa;y to organize permanently. This 
body as it is now constituted cannot exist any longer. It cannot be expected 
to exist nationally and not to have local organizations. We must accept the 
fact that we are going towards liquidation. 

Mr. B. Epstein said there was a basic difference in the Committee be
tween the viewpoint represented by Mr. Segal and t he other viewpoint. While 
we cannot call the present position an emergency, t he purpose for which the 
Emergency Council was organized still rema i ns. If we were to liquidate this 
Council it would be tantamount to saying t hat Zionism had been realized. The 
suggestion of Mr. Segal for a Zionist federati on amounts to concentrating in 
its hands work on internal Zionist problems. The majority of the orgari.iza
tions are not ready to enter into such a federation. We wan.t to limit our
selves to a common body for external problems, and this Council shoul d be 
continued for this purpose. A change of name is to be considered. 

Mr. Wertheim stated that t he Emergency Council had not been organized 
by decision of the World Zionist Congress. It was a matter taken up by the 
Executive at the last moment, the day war was declE1.red. Since the Council 
was not created by decision of the Congress, there is no need to consult 
the Congress with regard to liquidation. The Emergency Council has written 
some very fine pages in the history of Zionism, but there is less work now. 
There is a feeling among Zionists throughout the country that a change must 
be made. When we consider the extent of the re-organization required, we 
should not be afraid to speak of liquidation. The members-at-large who 
represent no parties should have no place on the Council. If we are to 
start a new venture, let us separate it from the pa.st. We should turn now 
to our parent organizations and take up the problem of Zionist activities 
that should be carried on by a central body. It is better to build a new 
structure than to renovate an old one that has nothing left. 

~r. Cruso recommended that the existe~ce of the Emergency Council be 
ended. It was a glorious chapter in American Zionism and it should be closed 
in glory with a sense of accomplishment. To continue the Council in its 
present form would inevitably lead to a weakening of the structure and to 
deterioration. The fact that local Emergency Committees are beginning to 
question their usefulness is indicative of the trend. There are many 
activities still remaining of common interest to all Zionist bodies. We 
should be happy that the emergency is over and be glad to liquidate. Even 
if we do not call it liquidation, it will be a complete re-organization. 
Mr. Saga.l's proposal is the natural course to take. 

Rabbi Miller said that ·the Scope Committee had been instructed by the 
Executive Committee to look into the future scope of the Emergency Ccuncil's 
work. When the c~mmittee was confronted with a very definite point of view. 
put f orw.q.rc as the official stand by a party, that the Council should liqui-
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date, he felt it necessary for the Executive Committee to decide whether 
the Committee should continue i .ts deliberations. Any coordinating body must 
take on exactly those functions which the constituent organizations agree 
to give to it. It won't take great wisdom on the part o:f this or ~ny com
mittee, if told specifically that we continue operations, to so adapt this 
organization that it will reflect the passing of the emergency and the need 
fer curtailment of functions and expenditures. If it is decided that a new 
organization is needed, it won't take much wisdom to figure out w:iat func
tions thv organizations are ready to cede to any coordinating body. :But it 
is not a function of the Sco~e Committee to plan for a new body. If the 
Council is to continue~ the Sco?e Coi:mnittee can bring in a report within a 
few weeks as to \1hat we should do. 

Mrs. Epstein said. she was not of t t.e opinion that the emergency is 
over. The question t:1erefore is, are the exist::ng Zi onist groups adequate 
to deal with the problems facing us without this body? 

Dr. Silver suggested that a. moti on be made to vote on the majority 
and minority re,or.ts of the Scoj_)e Ccmmittee. He pointed out that the final 
decision does not rest with the Executive Committee but uith t he full Council. 

Rabbi Kirsr.blum moved th9,t the majority report b.t' adopted and that 
the Scope Committee, under tl1e SP.me cl1ai1'man, be reqaested to proceed and 
work out in detail a program for r e-organization of the Emergency Council, 
to be brought in as early as possib}.e for action by the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Zuckerman asked for a vote on both proposals . 

The vote was 10 for the majority report and 3 for the ~inority report. 

Mr. Zuckerman asked whother the minority would have an opportunity 
to present its point of view to the full Council and was assured that it 
would. 

It was agreed, however, that the Scope Com:nittee wo11Jd proceed with 
its deliberations without waiti11g for the decision of the full Council. 

Mrs.Epstein pointed out that in voting for the majority report, her 
organization was not committed to accepting the plan wl..ich the Scope Com
mittee would bring in. 

Dr. Silver said that he did not personally participate in the debate 
on re-organization or liquidation beca .1 se he did. not Nish to influence the 
discussion in any wa:y. In his opinion the emergency was not yet over. 
There is no complete armistice yet. there is no peace, there are no defined 
boundaries, there is an explosive Arab refugee problem. The anti-Zionist 
forces have not demobilized. Even the Jewish anti-Zionist forces have not 
demobilized, but are more active than ever. Who knows what will flare up 
in the Near East tomorrow, or next week, or next year? 

The American Zionist Emergency Council represented in recent years 
the one body to which all parties could come, pool their thinking, and act 
collectiv~ly. Tl~is organization has accumulated during these years experi
ence, contacts, prestige, a functio11ing apparat1.1s e.nd a staff that it would 
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take years to build up if ohe were to start anew, !tis the part of prac
tical wisdom to capitalize on what has been built up, rather than to scrap 
it all and start building a riew federation of parties. ~o knows whether 
such a federation will be built? Who knows whether the parties want it? 
Within the framework of what there is, one ca,n eliminate, add, change em
phasis, rebuild representation, but a vigorous and functioning institution 
in American Zionist life would be maintained. The idea that this body can
not re-organize itself is a thesis to which he could not subscribe. Why 
ean it not re-organize itself in every way in which there is s. will to 
re-organize it? If questions of party interest and prestige and personali
ties are kept out of tl:.e discussion, it will be found very simple to do it. 
As far as he was concerned, hew.as not personally involved from here on. 
He wanted the re-organiz3,tion to be effected as rapidly as possible because 
he wished to be relieved of his duties. The Zionist Emergency Council. 
dropping the word "emergency", can be a blessing to Zionism throughout all 
the future years. A program could be ou.tlil1ed for the coming six months or 
the coming year, and considered again at tLc end of a year. The situation 
is in flux. Certainly for the next year there will be a tremendous amount 
of political work that this body will be ca.lled upon to do. Every day 
there are attacks in the press on Israel and on the Zionist movement1 We 
ought to be sending to Israel key people--ministers, writers, journalists, 
editors, leaders of public opinion---to spend. a few weeks in Israel and come 
back here to give their impressions. Our enemies think they need to educate 
their people because they have a job that they want to do against us. If 
we direct our attention not towards how we can dismember this body but how 
we can re-orient it so that it can function in relatiein to changed condi
tions, we will be serving our movement best . 

REPORT :BY MR. TUVIM 01'l AZEC AC'11IV_ITIES 

Mr. Tuvim reported that while there had been less activity by the 
Emergency Council recently, some of it we.s definitely of an emergency 
nature. In all the experience of the Council there has never been a more 
concentrated attack on Israel and on Zionism than at the present time. As 
indicated in a recent memorandum. of the Council, people committed to the 
Arab point of view are traveling the length and breadth of the land and 
spreading anti-Israel propaganda. in churches, schools and on the radio. 
Additional spokesmen for the Arab cause will come out of a. seminar to be 
conducted in Beirut. What the Council is new o.oing is to inform our people 
in advance who these spokesmen are and where they a.re to speak so that our 
people are prepared to meet the attack when it occurs. It seems that all 
the latent anti-semitism is n.ow coming out in tr .. e open. 

A few months ago we faced an attack from Catholics. This attack bas 
quieted down as a result of the efforts of the Council. 

A very serious attack came recently in the form of an editorial by 
Henry Sloane Coffin in Christianity in Crist!• The ACPO immediately com
municated with the editors of the magazine who agreed to publish a series 
of letters in reply. 

The Council is now Qonducting a survey of congressional opinion, so 
that we may know the stand of Congressmen the next time we have need of 
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support by them. This survey is being carried on with the help of our com
munity contacts, which are still strong in most of the communities . 

Mr. Tuvim further reported on the projected stndy seminar in Israel, 
and appealed to each constituent group to sponsor at least one participant. 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Mr. Segal moved that the Emergency Council organize a celebration, 
on the largest scale possible, of the first anniversary of the establish
ment of Israel, on a date in May to coincide with t he celebration in Israel, 
a~d that the Chairman appoint a committee for that purpose, ~ith all parties 
represented , it being clearly understood that tr.e organizations represented 
in the Emergency Council shall not enga~e in any other program for a large
scale celebration which might confl ict with t Le plans of this body. The 
committee to plan the celebre.tion is a.lso to prepare a budget for the cele
bration and make provision for meeting the budget. Motion carrie(!. 

Dr. Schechtman se,id that while the Revisionist organization as such 
has arranged no celeGration, bodies connected with that party have made 
preparations for a celebration which are now in an advanced stage e.nd can
not be called off. That celebratirJn j_ s planned for the 14th or 15th of 
May and would not conflict with the Emergency Council celebration if it 
takes place on the Jewish calendar date. In any case. the Revisionists 
could accept no commitments in this respect. 

Mr. Zuckerman charged that among three funds to benefit from the 
celebration mentioned by Dr. Schechtman was one for the support of families 
of war victims in Israel, affiliated with the Bergson group. He questioned 
the propriety of Revisionist connection ~1th such a fund. 

Dr. Schechtman denied that his organization or any of its personnel 
had any connection with that fund and stated that the fund in question had 
no par~ in the planned celebration. 

Dr. Silver stated that if Mr. Zuckeraan's charge was true, it was a 
violation of Emergency Council policy and steps would have to be taken to 
correct it .. 

REPORT BY MR.. BEN-HORIN 

Mr~ Ben-Horin reported on his recent visit to Israel and its effect 
on Catholic-Israeli relations. He explained that the cultivation of Catho
lic circles in the United States was started some time before the events 
which led to a conflict in these relations. Reports from Palestine telling 
of the desecration of holy places and of Catholic institutions in Jerusalem 
and other places poisoned our relations with Catholics on the American 
scene and internationally. Contacts were established with Msgr. HcHahon 
in an attempt to present our views and reach an understanding. This led 
to a luncheon meeting with Cardinal Spellman where a lengthy discussion took 
place covering the whole field of Isre.eli-Catholic relations. It was for
tunate that when Usgr. HcMahon was in Israel as the Cardinal's representa
tive, Mr. Ben-Horin was also there to help smooth out the whole problem. 
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Mr. Ben-Horin found complete understanding on the part of the Israeli 
Government . its Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its Ministry of Relibion. 
for the importance of the Catholic angle in general and its importance on 
the American scene in particul ar. and an ee .. rnest effort to ·do everyt hing 
possible to eliminate any friction between the Vatican and. t he GoVGrIL'nent 
of Israel. From the moment stable government wa.s established in Israel, 
t he Government did its utmost to preserve the churches and to feed the ol d 
and infirm of the Christian communities. This made a great impression on 
Msgr. ;1cMahon and Msgr. Vergani, the representative of t he Vatican in 
Israel. When he interviewed Cardinal Tisserant, head of the Oriental Con
gregation in Rome, Mr. Ben-Horin found that his efforts wi th Msgr. McHahon 
had brought results. 

Meeting adjourned 10:20 P. ir . 
:a .A . 
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Al'IERICAN ZIO~IST El1ERGENCY aOUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 26, 1949 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 38 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held on Tuesday, 
April 26, 1949, at 8:30 P.H., at 342 Madison Avenue, Now York City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Miss Juliet Benjamin, Pinchas 
Cruso, Beinish Epstein, Ers. Moses P. Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Berl Frymer, 
Dr. H. Raphael Gold, l0ir .:, Benjamin Ea Gordon, I. M. Gottlieb, Rabbi ifax 
Kirshblun, Mrs. S4 Kramarsky, Dr, S. Margoshes, Hrs. Nathan Perlman, Mrs. 
David de Sola Pool, Abraham Ao Rodelheim, Yochanan Rndavsky, Louis Segal, 
Yehuda Tubin, Yehuda Tyberg, David Wertheim, Leo Wolfson. 

Miss z. Funk, Dr. Harry Levi, Dr. Sidney !!arks, Rabbi J'erome Unger. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Rorin, Hiss B. Cohen, Arnold K., Isreeli, 
William Kaufman, Dr$ Benjamin Shwadran, Harry Steinberg, Rabbi Joseph Stern
stein~ Abe Tuvim . 

EULOg_J OF DR. s~·.EPH~!JN _s .. WJSE AND RA]BI MEIR ~ERLIH 

Dr. _ Silver: I believe that the members of the Board of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council would wish to record its sense of deep loss and 
sorrow at the passing of its former chairman, one of the great leaders of 
the Zionist movement of the world, one who was identified with our great 
cause since its inception. The career and the services of Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise are known to all of us. Re was in every way a lead.er of his people, 
consecrated to its immortal cause. He was a great spiritual leader, a great 
champion and spokesman of the social idealism of Judaism, a great humanitar
ian, c1. man who loved his fellow IBen and one who gave of himse::.f \IJithout 
stint and measure in the fullest consecration to the cause of rebuilding 
Jewish national life in our historic home. He lived a full, rich and abund
ant life. His memory will be treasured by our people. 

TLe American Zionist Emerbency Cow1cil wisbes to place on its perma
nent record its deep sense of loss at the passing from its midst of Dr. 
Stephens. Wise, and I am sure that I express the sentiments of this body 
in sugge.sting that a proper copy of this minute be sent to the members of 
the bereaved family (adopted). 

The Zionist movement of the world during the past month has lost also 
another stalwart champion, one who lived in Israel and who served Israel with 
rare faithfulness and with deep religious devotion, the president of the 
World Mizrachi, the son of a famous father who himself achieved fame among 
our people for scholarship and for piety, Rabbi Meir Berlin. He occupied 
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many high posts in our movement and world Jewry looked to him for guidance, 
for instruction and for inspiration. I am sure that the American Zionist 
Emergency Council would like to express its sense of loss at t he passing of 
Rabbi Md ir Berlin, to place its grief on the permanent record, and to send 
pro1)er notice of i ·ts sentiments to the members of his family (adopted). 

RBPORTS BY MR. TUV!II )JJD.. rI~JT3 ~1TJ3BRG 

!':Ir. Tuvim stated thnt for the past seven weeks he had been acting as 
voluntary Executive Director of the Emergency Cou.ncil, having undertaken to 
direct the activities of the Israel Corporation of America on March 10. He 
said that until the Council designates a new Executive Director he was pre
pared to continue in that capacity, on a voluntary basis. 

Mr. Tuvim reported that t:he arrangoments for the Seminar in Israel 
and for the two celebrations of Uay 4th were being handled by Mr. Steinberg, 
who wo·uld report on both projects. Mr. Ben-Hor in would report on his work 
in the Catholic an'i the Arab fields which, for the past five or six months, 
had formed the very core of the work of the Emergency Council. 

Eleven outstand:·.ng Americans had left for the Israel Seminar on April 
20, and when they retu~~ they will be of vital importance in counteracting 
antagonistic propagand~ in this country. There are literally hundreds of 
missionaries, YUC}. directors, churchmen, etc., who are attacking Israel, 
primar·ily on the refugee problem and on. Jerusalem. Voices are being raised 
today on behalf of the Arab refugees that were silent when Jews were being 
annihilated. It ~as a happy thought, therefore, t o hold the Israel Seminar . 

Mr. Tuvim felt that the Council had received shabby treatment from 
Mr. Weisgal in tt.e rua·~ter of President Weizmann's appearance at the Council's 
May 4th celebration, and wented this recorded. as his personal view. A request 
for Dr. Weizmann to address the Carnegie Hall meeting was made to the proper 
authorities in ample time. We were told by Hr. Weisgal that if Dr. Weizmann 
remained in America after May 1, he would address our meeting. Several days 
&go we were tol~ that the UJA had sent out invitations to a dinner on May 4 
at the Waldorf-Astoria with Dr. Weizmann as a speaker. Speaking for himself, 
Mr. Tuvim considered it outrageous to treat the American Zionist movement in 
this manner. 

Another project of the Emer~ency Cow..cil, handl ed by Mr. Steinberg, was 
a .broadcast by Dr. Silver on the first. anniversary of the State of Israel on 
May 2, at 11:15 P.M., over tvABC on a national hook-up. 

The Eme1·gency Council had prevailed upon the Mayor to issue a procla
mation d.esigna.ting Uay 4 "Israel Independence Day". Copies of the proclama
tion have beea sent out all over the country, so that other communities may 
call upon the~r mayors to issue similar procle.mations. 

Mr. Steinber6 , reporting on the Israel Seminar, undertaken under the 
auspices of the American Christian Pa.lea tine CoD1mi ttee, gave details regard
ing the composition and program of the seminar. He regretted that owing to 
budgetary considerations the seminar had to be limited to eleven participants 
only. He sug6ested another seminar six or eight months hence, with about 
fifty participants. With proper cooperatton from the parties this could be 
done . 
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ISBAEL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRAT.ION 

Reporting on the May 4th celebration, 1r. Steinberg stated that some 
difficulty was being encountered in lining up the program. Because of a 
trend in the State Department against American Zionism, it has been diffi-
cult to get some of the people who have been approached. It was still hoped 
thnt Dro Weizmann would be there. Aubrey Eban will be a speaker, and Dr. 
Silver will represent American Zionism. There will be one or two speakers 
of the non-Jewish world, possibly representing the United Nations or our 
government. Both the Carneg ie Hall affair and the open-air meeting have been 
seriously hampered by the small budget. The Carnegie Hall meeting will cost 
approximately $7,000, of which $3,000 will be realized by the sale of tickets, 
leaving a balance of approxiraately $4,000 to be underwritten by the Council. 

In connection with the Madison Square Park meeting,Mr. Steinberg felt 
that the official Zio!1ist leadership was not sufficiently enthusiastic. As 
a result, people do not know enough about this demonstratior:. Since the 
Council lacks the funds to do the kind of publicity and advertising that it 
had done for similar affairs in the past, the success of t he Madison Square 
Park demonstration \\iill depend on the efforts of the individual parties. 
The speakers will include Mayor O'Dwyer, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., 
Senator Paul H. Dougltts and one speaker from each Zionist party. An effort 
will be made to have Dr. Weizmann and Rabbi Herzog appear. We are also 
negotiating for several theatrical personalities to appear. The costs of 
running such a meeting are very high and funds will have to be found. Even 
then, the parties themselves will have to take care of advertising, mail ing 
and printing . 

Mr. Tuvim pointed out that the Council had run many successful out
door meetings, and the cost was usually between $20,000 and $25,000 for each. 
With only $6,000 allotted for this meeting, it can be a success only with the 
help of the parties. 

Dr. Silver remarked that a poor attendance at this meeting would be a 
bad blow to the Zionist movement. 

Mrs. ~'pstein stated that the parties had had very little advance 
notice of the afternoon celebration, but that as soon as definite informa
tion was received, Hadassah did what it could. 

Mr. Frisch stated that he found it difficult to believe that President 
Weizmann himself was responsible for the fact that the UJA dinner would con
flict with the Council's celebrations. He felt that not sufficient money had 
been allotted for the afternoon affair. It was unwise to have the Council 
dependent upon the treasuries of the parties, and it would be better to cancel 
the meeting entirely than to depend on the parties for funds. He suggested 
that an urgent appeal be made to Dr. Weizmann to attend the meeting. 

Rabbi Kirshblum said that the Council's plans for the celebration 
were changed at a late date at the suggestion of the Jewish Agency. It was 
therefore the duty of the Jewish Agency to help the Council. It was also its 
duty to endeavor to make Dr. Weizmann available for the meeting. The assist
ance of the United Je,-Jish Appeal should be enlisted to have Chief Rabbi Herzog 
appear at the celebration. 
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Mr. Cruso r~ported that the LZOA was cooperating fully. In addition 
to sending postcards to its entire membership drawing attention to the ?Iadison 
Square Park mveting~ the party intends to hold a number of open-air meetings 
on seve1·al afternoons. Th'3 Council should not rely vL. advert i: i!'lb al~n:, but 
has the righ·~ to expect f:ront-pa~e i;t,n:·ies on the celebration in the Yiddish 
press. 11·~ 0-ouneil should send telegrP.ms to the heads of vaviou.s organj_zations 
and trade unions, It was of the utmost importance the,t Dr. Weizmann appear. 
He had spoken about it to Mr. Weisgal who promised to take up the matter with 
Dr. Weizmann. 

Mr. Wolfson suggested that the heads of the Zionist organizations send 
a joint telegram to Dr. Weizmann asking him to appear at the meeting. 

Mr . Segal stated that the Yiddish newspapers were planning special edi
tions for May 4th which they were now advert,ising ~ They should be requested 
to include in their advertisemeuts notice of the Council 1s celebrations. As 
in the past, a telegram should be s3nt by the Council to all Jewish national 
organizations informing them briefly of its plans for the celebration. 

Dr. Margoshes said that the Yiddish press would do its duty by the 
Zionist cause at this time as it had done over the years. This demonstra
tion must surpass anything that took :place tn the past. 

Mr. Segal suggested that instead of sending a telegram to Dr. Weizmann 
a delegation of the various parties call on him. 

Dr. Silver said that perhaps both things should be done. If we could 
not get an appointment we should at least have a telegram on his desk. Such 
a telegram should be sent out at once signed by all the organizations , The 
public announcement that such a telegram had been sent would assure the suc
cess of the meeting. 

REPORT OF THZ s COPE coi,n.rITTEE 

In the absence of Rabbi Miller, chairman of the Scope Commit tee, the 
committee's report was read bJ Mr. Tuvim. Its principal provisions were as 
follows: 

1. In the present work situation it is impossible to forecast the 
scope and functions of any organization for an extended period of time. 
The Council itself will have to re-evaluate from time to time the scene 
of its operations, take note of changing political, economic and social 
conditions, and adapt itself and its activities to them. What the Scope 
Committee is now suggesti~ represents its evaluation of conditions now 
and in the foreseeable future. 

a. With the political and economic structure of Israel still in the 
making. it is obvious that the Emergency Council must continue to concen
trate its energies and resources in the following three directtons: 

a) A climate of public opinion favorable to Israel and its po
litical and economic aspirations must be maintained and, wherever 
possible, intensified in order that our government may continue to 
play a helpful and friendly role at critical conferences and in de
cisions which will determine the fate of many problems involving 
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Israel. This can be done by the proper dissemination of information 
concerning Israel to press, radio, commentators, magazines and other 
channels of public opinion, and by frequent personal contacts and 
conferences with these agencies. 

o) The liouncil ffi~qt mDintain its Washington Office and continue 
the day-to-day ccnt~cts it has established with the Washington scene 
in general and the Congress in particular. 

c) An intensive educational effort must be undertaken among the 
churches and universities of this country, on which the anti-Israel 
forces have concentrated. 

3. With the above as its functions, the Committee recommends the con
tinuation of the American Zionist Emergency Council under the name of the 
American Zionist Council. 

4. Within the areas of activity outlined in paragraph two, the American 
Zionist Council, acting in behalf of and in cooperation with its constitu
ent bodies, shall determine policy and undertake the implementation thereof, 
vis-a-vis the American Jewish Community, the non-Jewish Community and the 
United States Government. In order that there be no discrepancy in policy, 
particularly in matters involving representation to government, between it 
and the American Section of the Jewish Agency, the Council will undertake 
to establish liaison with the Agency on both the lay and professional 
levels . 

5. The Council shall be made up of duly accredited representatives 
from the Zionist parties in the United States on the following basis: 
ZOA 5; Hadassah 5; Mizrachi 4; Poale Zion 4; Revisionists 2; Achdut 
Avodah 2; Hashomer Hatzair 2. There shall be no members..at..large. 

Note: Objection was raised by several members to the allocation of 
two representatives to the last-named three parties. The1e 
members insisted that only one representative be given them, 
It was decided that the Council resolve by vote this differ. 
ence of opinion. 

6. The officers of the Oouncil shall be a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. They shall be elected annually at the May 
meeting. For that purpose, the Chairman shall at the April meeting ap .. 
point a Nominating Committee to recommend a slate for election at the 
Hay meeting. 

7. The Council shall meet once a month or more frequently if neces
sary upon the call of the Chairman to determine policy and plan ita ac
tivities. 

8. Between meetings, the affairs of the Coqnc'il shall be conducted b7 
an Inner Committee to be composed of the officers end one representative 
from each of the parties in the Council. The Inner Committee shall meet 
bi-weekly or more frequently if necessary upon the call of the Chairman. 

9. The Committee recommends a budget of $305,000 for the operation• 
of the Council. 

(full report on file) 
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DISCUSSION OF SCOPE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mrs. Pool expressed doubt about the wisdom of continuing the Emergency 
Council under any name. She said the Council had done a historic piece of 
work in the three years before the creation of the Jewish State. But that 
period is over and the job is done. In seeking to achieve a political goal 
people sink their differences and wo.rk together for the common objective. 
But that is not the case any more and there is a recession of interest in the 
various organiza~ions. If each group were given a job to do. it would invig
orate them. But if the task is taken away from them in order to do a united 
Job on public relations, they would be further weakened. If the ZOA, Hadassah, 
Poale Zion and Mizrachi would each create the right climate within its own 
sphere of influence, the total effect would be greater than what the Emer
gency Council could do with depleted manpower and a reduced budget. The 
Council should become a mere consultative body,with a budget of perhaps 
$25,000, from which directives would go to the individual groups constitut-
ing Zionist life in America, the Council itself ~t assuming responsibility 
for carrying out the program. If this were tried for a while and did not 
work. the matter could be reconsidered. 

Mrs. Epstein said that she disagreed completely with Mrs. Pool's ap
proach. She said she had never wave.red in her belief that in the discernible 
future the Counoil must be continued and that it must be more than a consul
tative body. It is true that the organizations can do a great deal of work 
individually, but the two things are not mutually exclusive. There is a need 
for economy and there are other agencies which do $Ome of the work in which 
the Council once had a monopoly. It is therefore proper that the work of the 
Council be pruned down to its essentials, but to give up the essentials would 
be very wrong. 

Mrs. Epstein further suggested that the election of officers of the 
re-organized Council be held over to June instead of May, as called for in 
the report of the Scope Committee, because many people would be aw,q in May. 

Mr .. Wertheim said that while he agreed with Hrs. Pool's position, the 
question had already been voted upon and there was no point in discussing it 
now. He questioned the representation of the parties in the Council, and said 
that if the ZOA was to have higher representation than the Labor Zionist Party, 
it was not fair to grant Mizrachi equal representation with the Labor Zionist 
Party, whose membership was twice as high. He proposed either that all four 
major parties be granted equal representation of four members each, or that 
ZOA have five, Hadassah and Poale Zion four each, and Mizrachi 3. 

Mrs. Epstein stated that the National Board of Hadassah objected to 
the granting of two places each to Hashomer Hatzair and Achdut Avodah. From 
the point of view of their numbers and strength in America, the two parties 
that correspond to Mapam in Israel should not be granted four votes. The 
National Board of Hadassah also believed that on the basis of the status of 
the Revisionists in Israel it was unjustified to allow them two places on 
the Council, though Mrs. Epstein disagreed with the Board on this point. 

Mr. Segal pointed out that on the Inner Committee of the Council each 
party would be represented by one member, but that it was completely unjus
tified to give the combined parties of Hashomer Hatzair and Achdut Avodah 
the same number of votes as the Labor Zionist Party. The composition of the 
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Council should be based. on the real strength of each party as expressed in 
the t·lorld Zionist Congress. If this is not to be done, then perhaps the 
General Zionists would agree to accept equal representation with the other 
three lar·ge parties and thus eliminate an evil carried over from the past. 

Rabbi Kirshblwn said that the Scope CoIIllllittee was particularly mindful 
to reflect the changed situation. Accordingly, the Committee had been con
tinually working toward a reduction of the bud.get, and this was made clear 
in the course of the consultations with Dr. Goldmann. At the same time, the 
Committee believed there was an urgent need to maintain a united and effective 
Council. If we were to depend upon a voluntary consultative body, nothing 
would be done and each party would go its own way·. 

With reference to representation, Rabbi Kirshblum said it would de
stroy the unity and effectivt:iness of Zionist a.ctivity if ,11e disturbed the 
present formula. There may be justice in demanding a change for one party 
or another, but if . this issue became a bone of contention at this time, the 
last vestiges of unity would be a.estroyed. Hashomer Hatzair and Achdut 
Avodah might perha.ps receive three votes between them, as a compromise. 

Mr. Frisch suggested that the smaller parties be given the maximwn 
representation that was ·being asked for, thus fostering a spirit of greater 
tolerance and of more genuine understanding than had prevailed at many a 
meeting in the past. • 

Mr. Tyberg said he could not understand the reasoning behind the 
effort to reduce the representation of Hashomer Hatzair and Achd.ut Avodah. 
Nothing has taken place recently to justify a change in the formula tbat has 
prevailed lmtil now. It was a fact that the ttw groups existed as separate 
bodies in the United States, and unless and until they were united in this 
country there \-ms no justification for treating them os a single party. 

Dr. l!,rymer supported the suggestion that each of the three minor 
parties be gra.nted one vote. He said it was a disservice to the Council to 
argue tr.at it didn I t matter what a party's representation shm1ld be. If the 
Council was to play an important role in the future, representation should 
be taken most seriously, and an equitable distribution of vctes could not 
possibly allow the two small labor parties the same number of votes as the 
larger labor party. 

r,Irs. Epstein remarked that when the two small labor parties were given 
two representatives et:tch there was no merger in Palestine. But when Hapam 
emerged as one party, the status quo was affected and this new situation 
should reflect itself here. Mrs. Epstein suggested that the question not 
be decided at this meeting but that the Nominating Committee to be appointed 
be asked to give further study to the question. 

Dr. Gold said that the Emergency Council by its very nature must work 
on the principle of the widest possible coalition. It is therefore advisable 
that the widest possible representation be given on this Council to all groups 
in Zionism. Cognizance should be taken of the fact that within the labor 
movement, within Mizrachi and within General Zionism, there are now new re
alignments, all of which ought to be represented. It is premature to vote 
at this time on t~e detailed composition of the Council. To cite only one 
instance, Hapoel Hamizrachi, too• is now a separate party in Israel. Furthe:t· 
realignments may appear in other parties as well. 

• 
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Dr. Gold added that a greater danger to Zionism than the attacks from 
non-Jewish sources was the American Council for Judaism which ,..,as impugning 
the patriotism of all Zionists. The raison d'etre of the Council is that 
it speak3 for the Zionist movement as a whole. It is important for the 
Council to issue a statement to the American pu.blic explaining that a shift 
of emphasis from the politica.l to spiritual and. cultural aspects is now 
taking place in the movement, 

Dr. Silver stated that there ~as general agreement that the Council 
should be continued, at least until some time in the future. He personally 
felt that the Council would continue indefinitely since there would be con
tinu.ing need for American Zionism a.nd this body was speaking for it. There 
was coming now the battle for or ngainst assimilation of diaspora Jewry. The 
American Council for Jud~.ism wr-i.s concentrating on this issue, and American 
Zionism ought to meet the cha1 J. enc:;e. 

Certain circles in Washin~ton were also intent on eliminating Ameri
can Zionism from the picture. That would. be dangerous, for organized Zionism 
in America was essential to safeguard Israel for a long tiwe to come. 

As far as the immedi~te future was concerned, we are of course not out 
of the woods. There is no ·peace in Palestine, the Arab refugee problem and 
the Jerusalem ::.ssue are still unsettled. A lot remains to be done. 

(Full text of Dr. Silver's remarks on fileo) 

Dr. Silver stated that it seemed to be the conclusion of the body 
that the CounGil shouJd continue. There were several items in the report of 
the Scope Committee that needeu to be voted on to formalize this decision, as 
follows: the continuation. of tho Coun~il under a changed name (Item 3 in the 
report); the scope of the Council's activities (Item 4); representation on 
the Council (Item 5); officers of the Council (Item 6); time of meetings 
(Item 7); Inner Committee of tl"'.e CounciJ (Item 8); budget (Item 9). 

Items 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9 were voted in order and. unanimously approved, 
with the stipulation in the case of Item 9, suggested ·by Dr. Silver, that some 
leeway be given the Council to make minor shifts within the total budget . 

On Item 5, representation, a vote was first taken as to whether or 
not to postpone action on this item. It was voted not to postpone it. RF'.bbi 
Kirshblum suggested that the recommend4tion of the Scope Committee on this 
subject be rephrased to include the following stA.temont: 11 That representa
tion on the Council be left at the status quo, with the exception that the 
delegates-at-large are to be eliminated." Thts text was adopted, 11 voting 
for and 8 against. 

It was agreed that a Nomina.ting Committee of one representative of 
each party be appointed, and Dr. Silver requested ea.ch party to designate its 
representative to the Nominating Committee, which would bring its report to 
the next meeting of the Council . 
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REPORT BY MR. BEN-HORIN 

Mr. Ben-Horin reported on his activities on behalf of the Council 
involving contact with leading Catholic personalities in this country and 
abroad, as well as on the work done in connection with the project to re
settle Arab refugees from Israel. All these activities were carried out in 
consultation with Israeli aut~orities. He also acquainted the Council with 
certain important developments of the last two years bearing upon the situ
ation in the Lebanon. (Full report on file) 

B.A. 

Heeting adjourned 11:30 P.rI . 




