
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         4            2            98 
 
 

American Zionist Emergency Council, "D" and "E", 1943-1944. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mrs. Judith Epstein 
Hadassah 
1819 Brmdway 
New York, N.Y. 

September 14, 1943 

WOULD APPRECL TE RECEIVING YOUR REORG~ILiaTION PLAN BY AIID. IL 

KINDEST REGARDS. 

AH SILVER 
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EAST 10,TH AND ANSEL ftlAD (CLEVELAND IHII)= . 

' . . 

PLEASE FlftG IVE DELAYED ANSWEft. INLY UPIN •• ftErUftN ' flDAY 

LEAftNED IF YIUft TELEGftAM WHICH MISSED ME ENftlUTE SPEAKING 

·TIUft. WIULD LIKE Tl SEE Wlftl( EMEftGENCY CIMMITTEE DIVIDED 

AMING THftEE DEPAftTMENTS HEADED iY VILUNTEEft CHAlftMEN AND 
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CIMMITTEE WHICH MA~ES PILICY. WILL ELAilftATE AT MEETING= 

JUDITH G EPSTEIN.•= 

=(56) Tl Oft AiiA HILLEL SILVEft THE TEMPLE 



(DBAH) 

Hon. Samuel Dickstein 
House of Representative• 

September 29, 1943 

Committee on Immigration and Naturalization 
Washint;ton, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Dickstein: 

I appreciate having your letter of September 24th 
with which you enclosed a cop7 of Joint Resolution 154 which 
is bel:[\g acted on b7 the Immigration and Baturalization Com­
mittee. 

Aa you auggest, I am deepl7 interested in provisions 
that might be made to offer refuge in this countr7 to those 
who can be saved from extermination b7 Hitler. It is a 
source of aatiafaction that, aa a Member of Congress, JOU have 
taken a continuous interest in the subject and have not 
heaitated to bring the issue aquarel7 before the attention of 
the American public. It ia easential that the American people 
implement the &7D1Patey that the7 have expressed on frequent 
occasions for those who have been the first and the moat 
tragic victiaa of Hitler'• brutal1t7. 

I ahall be in Washington on October 11th and 12th and 
would be glad to see JOU at that time. 

With very beat wishes to you and ;yours for the New Year, 
I am 

Very cordiall7 70ura, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
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:rrE J .. ~rrKEAPOLIS FED~RATION : FOR JE;1,'VTSH SERVICE 

Oatober 29, 1943 

. Mr. Joseph M. Proskauer, President 
American. Jewish Committee 
11 Droadway 
New York City 4, New York 

De~r Mr. Proskauer: 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors of tha 
Minneapolis Federation for Jewish Service~ held last even­
ing consideration was given to the action of the Executive 
Committee of the American Jewish Committee in severing its 
connections with the American Jewish Conference. 

I am directed to in6~rm you that our Board is 
deeply res eutful of this actic:i on the part of the American 
Jewish Co,nmi tt ee and wishes to record its protest of this 
disruptive action, which appoars to sabotage the united 
front in American Jewr:;. 

The leadership of your orG~nization will have to 
bear heavy responsiuility for willful and ill advised action 
in this tragic hour in the life of our people. 

Our Board furthermore, vot~d to withdraw our two 
community representatives on the .A!. eric n Jewish Commit t ee, 
Messrs. Arthur Brin and I. S. Joseph. 

I wish to assure you that it is with deep regret 
that our Board found itself impelled to tako this action. 

AIG:mt 

Very truly yours, 

Rabbi Aluert I. Gordon 
President 
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THE MINNEAPOLIS 
FEDERATION FDR JEWISH SERVICE 

6 □ 7 ANDRUS BUILDING TELEPHONE GENEVA 6B31 

November 1, 1943 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silveri 

The enclosed i s a copy of a letter to 
the American Jewish Comn.ittee which is self ex­
planatory. 

CIC:mt 

a rles I. Cooper, 
Executive Secretary 
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C AMERICA'~ ZIC 1S'11 ·:T>:.RG'!iJFCY CO .r CIL 
(, 41 Fast 42nd Street 

p e York Ci y 117 
y 

November 1n, 1943 

To: Mr. ontor 

From: Kinereth Dushkin 

Approximately 70 people - half of them Gentiles - ··ere present at the orga iz tional 
meeting of the merican League For a Free Palestine. The meeting as held int, e Con­
tinental Ballroom of the St. oritz Hotel at 8:30 P.~·. on Tuesday, Wovember 9, 1943. 
Sp eakers were: · r. Potter, chairman, Lisa Sergio, radio commentator, and Dr. Johc=n 
Smertenko, former professor at Grinnell College, now director of the Emergency Com­
mittee to Save the Je ish Peo~l of Europe. 

The r'leeting was opened by • r. Potter. "We are gathered in a very soler.:m and dark 
hour as far as the Jewish neople are concerned", he ~Rio. "Fro re:port from our ,mis­
saries - like Will Rogers - e can tell you th' t the situation is just a serirus and 
hPartbreakinp; a it has been before." Hr . Potter turned from the uresent suffering 
of the Je rs in Europe to Arab activities in the Near Ea t. Concerning 1ru.ri Pasha's 
recent invitation of rab representatives to C8.iro, he tated that the object of that 
invitation is the discuss ion of the formation of an Are,b Federation , based on the 
rograr1 outlined in e ne1 book by the Prirne 1•ani ter of Ire.q. "The thesi of tr-at 

boo'.r is that Great Britain owes the Arebs a debt because of Areb services rendered in 
the last r-1ar 11 , he said. To combat such Hctivity, mericans of all creeds must be.nd. 
togetr.er in an American League For a Free Palestine for the Jp ri~h people . 

. r. Potter listed recent activities hich •'ere to the orf·aniZf;tion's credit: (1) 
oosevelt 1s letter of rebuke to Argentina concerning the sus~ension of Je!ish news­

papers; (2) the establishment of a governmental refugee agency; (3) the Carnegie Hall 
"Salute to Dehmar r and S ·eden" ; ( 4) the II soler.m pilgrimage of 500 rabbis to ashingt on 11

; 

(ti) the eek of compassion declared in 6,000 churches thro1.1 hout the country. 

The most forceful speaker of the evenin.f?: ras Lisa Sergio. Discussinc, the relationshi 
of the Jewish proble to nrld uBace . Miss Sergio declared that Hitler's nersecution 
of the Jews, 11 the first match wh1ch ignited the po rder which ble uu the worla 11 , need 
never have come to 1)ass ,-•er e it not for the element of fear. In order to rid the 
•orlc. of anti-Semitism ,e must first get rid of th .t eleMent 0f fear. Public op nion 
is the powerful channel th ough 1hich !e can disprove ''Hitler 1 ~ fundamental usycho­
logica.l lie 11 about the Jes. Public opinion was written into the Mosco Pact which 
has brought II the people and their free will" to the fore. American nub lie opinion is 
the freest in the orld; it must be made to see tha.t the solution of the Je•1ish problem 
lies in al stine, and that the bilateral treat .. r bet,een En.eland and the United Stetes 
concerninf Palestine g ives us a moral respo ... sibility. 11 The Senate has ,just voted itself 
in on internatiohal affairs", hes id. "The White P ner is ite test case. ~e shall 
lose our clear record if on thi atter of Pales tine we fs 11 do m. 11 

The final speaker was Professor Smertenko. "Although there has been a Jewish prob-
lem for 2,000 years", he said, "there ha~ never before been a Je ish freedon moverient." 
The erican League For a Free Palestine - alias the Emergency Committee to Save t he 
Je s of Europe, alias the Committee For a Jp i h Arm;r, alias the Prican Frienas of 
Palestine - • s created to meet a ecific need. Its existence is justified as a non­
sectarian or anization not engaged - sis the Zionist movement - in any of the 



- 2 -

factional controversy hich is the bar1e of J wisL life. "Basic to sevin? the 
Jews of Europe is Pal es tine; it alone can take in 600, 0 )0 re u es - no 11 , he 
sa,id. Despite tLe arl~r hittl' o rn of the Balfour DeclPration - 11 Tre.nfl_jordania 
became 1Judenrein 1 lo~ before Hitler appeared on the scene 11 - we must act no, ~s 
the nation of other countries a e acti , to attain for tre Se s of urope a 
Jewish State on both side~ of the Jorcan. 1 le must 1..-arn f ot1 the prOPrams of 
Indian and Korean nationals who ay II e are a. nation; ,, have a la'Tl.d •hich e -pro­
pose to occupy; e turn to America.n nub ic o inion for suppo t. 11 Tb.at mu~t be the 
pro r ll" of action of the ame:rican League. Other i~e, ,rhereas at the Peace Co fer­
ence the s-rnr-11 Duchv of LUYemboure , ill be repre~ented, the million .. of stateless 
and homeles Je r ill not. 

Smertenko 1s fina.l anpe 1: 

(1) "Sta d up and "' e counted. 11 Add your name to a ist of names to ee s nt to 
Congressmen by tre American League. 

(2) Appeal for membership. 
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Tl-IE NATIONAL JEWISH DAILY 

Rabbi .t~b a Hille Silv r 
% ' e 1emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear a i ~·1ver : 

183 EAST BROADWAY , NEW YORK 
TELEPHONE O R CHARD 

Do ,.,. ber 20, 
1 9 l~ 3 • 

4 - 3300 

Your criticism of t e Jewish ess a its attitude to''lard the 
◄ .ergency Conmi ttee of Rescue o European J 1s, ·1as only purtl just· f ied. 
Even in the papers vihere the et occas • ona 1 a II o d ress n, 1e a e, ne ­
vertheless , on guard that Jewish public opinion hould not be misle by 
their stunts and cheap sho nnanship, as you 1111 notice from the enclosed . 

I tal·e this op..,Jortuni ty to thank you for th t inner discussion 
of last I'uesday ni_h t . It ·ms really de li __ h tful and ex tremely info , ' ti ve . 

Very sincerclv •ro 

✓ V ;~-u/ 

V. DIIGOL, 
.[an· in· ~ • tor . 

s ;re 
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PHONE CENTRAL 4f8~ \ 

\ (> 
EPSTBN REYNOLDS fJ HARRIS 
CoNSULTINO CHEMISTS ancl bNGINE£Rs 

5 South Wahasli .Jlvenue 
Chicago 3 

CABLE ADDRESS 
E MARG O L·CHICAGO 

Leceillber 29, 19/43 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevelc.nd , Ohio 

My de r r Rabbi Silver : 

Enclosed please find copy of my reply to Mr. 
Blinken. 

It seems to me that J.[r . Blinken is ~ confused 
in connection \Yi th the pro bl ems which a re con­
fronting us . I do not kno . the 1r·a shington group, 
but I have a feeling from the nature of the letter 
that t hey suspect that the conference ~ill be in 
comJetition with their project. I 1 end avoring 
to establish a policy of cooper~tion and not of 
getting credit for · ork . 

t~r . Neumann has informed we that he is c&.lli 1 
a meeting for ~onda- , January 3, to discuss thi 
conference . It ½OUl be a visable to mobilize 
all our forces for this roject. I shall be very 

. glad to keep you a vied of a,y further develop­
ment . 

lith best regaras , I reillain 

ea 
enc. 
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• D ol •nu.in. itor 
Day 

1 a t - d y 
e York, . • Y. 

e·r, r . Din .olt 

ank you so m cl for .: ur i d 1 t t r, ~ 
or t rticlo ich ou s nt . ." I r tt.d i th 
enest int rest . 
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to t • ith o tic 
Pres ~t t e irr J 
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GROSS & BLU1v13ERG 

com SELI O 1S AT LA / 

Joel Gross 

Leo Blumberg C 

744 Broad Street 
Newark, N. J. 

ilton H. Goldberger 

. :r. Elihu Stone 

0 
p 

y 

erican i 1onist Emergencj Council 
1720 16th Street, • v. 
Washington, D. c. 

ky dear ?:..r. Stone: 

Zone :/2 

January 12th, 1944 • 

I wired you today as follows: 

"Judge William Nev corn and committee will meet you 
your offi ce Friday. Arrange Eaton appointment 
Friday afternoon." 

Judge ewcorn is a very distinguished citizen of 
Congressman F.aton's District. He has known the Congress­
man for many, many years and I have good reason to be­
lieve that the Congressman will be most anxious to per­
form in accordance with the Judge's request. Newcorn will 
be accompanied by two or three ve:ry active members of the 
Young Republican organization, to whom Eaton looks for 
political sponsorship. This delegation should be able 
to impress forcefully upon Eaton the desirability of his 
sponsoring wholeheartedly the resolution in question. 

Newcorn became active in this connect1Abn because 
of his interest in the White Paper fight. I am sure he 
would never have been involved if from the first we had 
insisted upon the Commonwealth concept. Although I have 
no doubt in my own mind that if the labels were not used 
he would not object to taking the medicine. As time has 
passed end he has been brought more closely in touch with 
Zionist thought I think he resents the labels less and 
less. He is a member of the fmerican Jewish Committee. 
It would~• politic for those~of you who accompany Judge 
Newcorn and the delegation to present the Ill8tter particu­
larly from the point ot view of American interest in the ques­
tion. You should in advance of the meeting indicate to 
Newcorn exactly what you wish hims to do and how you wish 
him to do it. I am confident that he will follow your 
every suggestion. 

Please let me know how the meeting turns out. 

I have asked Judge Ne corn to wire you, atter he 
has mede reservat1ona pn t~e tre1n 1 wlien rou may expect him 

et your ottice. 

JG/lr 

Very sincerely yours, 

Joel Gro •• 

~erket 3-1072 



THE WOMEN'S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

A D A S S A H 
1819 BROADWAY• NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-6585 

~Ps ·ma . of the Execut •. ve Ccmmi ttee 
American Zionist Energencv Council 
ERst lrbth Stre~t at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, O~io. 

Degr Dr. Silver, 

Mr h l?tt, 1_44. 

I ~hall b~ glad to serve on~ Committee to consider 
t h~ )resent status of the Politicnl Bure~u of the J.wish ~ency. 

Thanking yo~ for ~skinb me , 

jge:bj 

Si~e~ere.ly yours~ ( 
1 

,,. 

\ .\a' ~ 
:re. at~ 
~ ional President . 

---HONORARY PRESIDENT---VICE•PRESIDENTS----- TREASURER -------------!'RESIDENT, JUNIOR HADASSAH -....-....-........ 

MISS HENRIETTA SZOLD 

JERUSALEM, PALESTINt 

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENT 

MRS. EDWARD JACOBS 

PRESIDENT 

MRS , MOSES P. EPSTEIII 

NRS. SUNDEL DONIGER 

MRS. JACK GOODMAN 

MRS. SAMUEL W. HALPRIN 

II RS. ADOLPH SIEROTY 

IIRS. HERNAN SHULMAN 

11115. RAPHAEL TOUROVER 

11115. SAMUELJ ROSE SOHN 

SECRETARY 

MRS. ROBERT SZOLD 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

MRS, ELLIOT GLASSBERG 

MISS NAOMI CHERTOFF 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

111SS JEANNETTE N. LEIBEL 



Ml .,S JULLtE• N BENJAMIN 

MISS SU At. BR NDEIS 

MRS . ISRAEL B DRODIE 

MRS . LEO I DANA 

MRS ALEXANDER M DUSHKltl 

RS JOSEPH EHRLICH 

MRS MIT UR H ELLIS 

MRS HARRY P F , RST 

MISS PEAR. FRANKLIN 

DR MIRIAM FREUND 

MRS . IIARO.D BLOC ◄ 

CAMDl:N , N J 

MRS . E J. EV tlS 

DURHAM, N C. 

MRS . L. H . FRISCH 

MINNEAPOLI<; MINN , 

MRS. josEPH GINSBERG 

ORANGE, N J 

MRS . LEWIS GOLDBERG 

DRO:lKLINE, MASS. 

OBJECT IN AMERICA: 

ACTIVITIES IN PALESTINE, 

JU iOR HADASSAH 
ACTIVITIES IN PALESTINE, 

JOINT ACTIVITY WITH 
SENIOR HADASSAH: 

. 

NATIONAL BOARD 

MIIS A H FROME SON 

MISS HAtlNAH GOLDBERG 

MRS BEr;JAMl'I GOTTESMAN 

MRS DAVID D CENBERG 

MRS ARTI UR GRE[N~/ALD 

MRS EMANUEL H,\LPER~ 

MRS J J HELLMAN 

MRS CA\110 HERRMANN 

MRS SAMUEL INSELBUCH 

MRS. S C LAMPORT 

REGIONAL PRESIDENTS 

MRS JOSEPH IH,MERMAN 

EW YORK, N Y. 

MRS S O KLOTZ 

ATLANTA, GA . 

MRS WOLFE LEFKOFF 

CHAT fANOO:iA, TtNN. 

MRS SH.EPARD NUSBAUM 

ROCHESTER N. Y. 

MRS. ERNEST PEISER 

KANSAS Cl TY, 0. 

MRS . C JOSEPH RECHT 

CLAIRTL.L PA 

MRS J LAl. TERSTEI 

MRS I II LEVIN 

HR., , LOl.l., E LEVINTHAL 

MRS tlATHAN D PERLMAN 

MRS OAVIODESOLA POOL 

MRS A P SCHOOLMAN 

MRS PERRY W SEWEL 

MRS ABRAl•AM TULIN 

MRS CHARLlS E W\ZANSKI, JR. 

MRS, LESTER DAILY 

DAMON, TEXAS 

MRS LEON SAGER 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

MRS JOSEPH SCHWARTZ 

LOS ANC£LES, CALIF 

MRS. JACOB SILVER 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

MRS . ABRAHAM STRAUSS 

cu:V£L>\r-D o 

Fostering Zionist ideals through Jewisn ed..1cation. Participation in American Defense program. 

I. War Emergency Progrom; 2. Promotion of public health through development of preventive 
and curative medical instirut:ons ar,d services in cities and rural districts, culminating in the 
Rothschild-Hadassah-Univcrsit, Hospital und Medical School; 3. land redemption and afforesta 
tian through the Jewish National Fund; 4. Immigration and colonization through Youth Aliyah. 

Maintenance of Meier Shfeyah Children's Village and Pardess Anna Training Farm. 

Maintenance of Henrietta Szold School of Nur5ing; Junior Agency Youth Aliyah. • 250 
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\Ve a k you to u ·e the hundr d stamps in thi 
booklet, lo help the Emergency ommittee to av 
the Jewish Peopl of Europe, by affixing them on 
your own personal and bu ines tationery and pack­
ages and in any oth r way that may • uggest them­
selves to you. 

By using these Poster Stamps you are cre­
ating public interest in the humanitarian live­
saving effort of the Emergency Committee. 

Write for additional Poster :tamp to the 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE 

JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 

One East 44th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 



Our Program of Action! 

Read whal this Committee has already accom• 
plished, what its further plans are. 

At the Emergency Conference held in New York, 
on July 20-26, 1943, expert from all parts of the 
United States formulated a program of effective ac• 
tion that can and must be taken now to save the 
Jewish people of Europe. They urged the govern­
ments of the United States and the Unled Nations to 
adopt a plan embracing the following outstanding 
measures: 

• l. To create a Go\·ernmental agency specifically charged 
with the task of saving the Jewi h people of Europe. 

2. To seek guarantees from the Axi -satellitt' countrie~. 
through the International Red Cross, !}eutral countries, 
or the Vatican, to in ure Jews the same treatment given 
to other nationals. 

3. To relieve the starvation and di ea e which are ded­
mating the Jewi ·h people in Axis-held territory. 

-1. To insist that the Axis-satellite eountries, which now 
want to gain the goodwill of the victorious Allie , with• 
hold their Jews from Hitler's slaughter-houses and permit 
them to leave their borders. 

5. To urge neutral countries-Sweden, Ireland, Portugal, 
Spain, Switzerland, and Turkey- to grant the Jewish 
people temporary asylum. 

6. To request neutral countries to grant transit facilities 
to all Jewish people passing from Axis-controlled lands 
to any United Nations territory, regardless of whether 
the persons involved be refugees, immigrants, or 
repatriates. 

7. To obtain from the Governments of the United Nations 
temporary asylum, with the understanding that after 
the war these refugees will be removed from their 
territories if they are not wanted. 

8. To insist that Great Britain, pending this tragic emer• 
gency, open the doors of Pale tine, where 600,000 Jews 
have expressed their desire to shan their homes and 
food with their suffering brothers, thus putting an end 
to the discriminatory immigration laws that exclude 
only Jews from their own country. 

•OUR F;;.RST MEASURE IS .ACCOMPLISHEDl 
On JanuarT 22, 19H, Preaident Roonnlt appointed euch 
• Government AsencT. • • • 

l -
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YOU WILL HELP - WON'T YOU! 
We operate solely through voluntary contributions. By your support 

will be determined the speed, scope and eff ectivenes of our fight to save 
the Jewish people of Europe . 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
TO SAVE THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 
l EAST 44TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

> Every contributor of $5 .00 or more will receive 4 large 8 x 10 repro­
ductions ot the subjects used for these Poster Stamps. These are 
suitable for fram ing and are reproduced with a facsimile of Arthur 
Szyk 's signature. No other printed matter appears . 

I enclose my contribution for the Po ter Stamps ent me, to enable the 
Emergency Committee to carry on the tremendou task of securing action 

to ave human lives, in the sum of $ ................................... . 

D Please send me additional .................... Poster Stamp hooks which I will 
distribute - ( Books of 100 for $LOO) . 

O Please send me the large reproductions. 

NAME ............................................................................................................................. . 

ADDRESS ......................................................................................................................... . 

(By a ruling of the Treasury Department, contributions to this Committee are tax exempt) 
Ple11u ,,,,,., ,hec~J payable to M,1. JOHN GUNTHER, Trea111rer 

(over) 



LIVES 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO SAVE 
THE JE WI SH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 
I I!: . 44TH ST ., NEW YORK 17 , N . Y 

LIVES 

E MERGENCY COMMITTEE TO SAVE 
• THI!: JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 
• I E . 44TH ST . . NEW YORK 17 , N. Y. 

SAVE LIVES 

EMERGEN SAVE 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 
I E . 44TH ST •• NEW YORK 17 N . Y . 

SAVE LIVES 

EMERGEN SAVE 
THE JE WI SH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 
I E . 44TH ST. NEW YORK 17 . N. Y . 

I SAVE 
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SAVE 

, EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO 
, THE JEWISH PE OPLE OF E 

1 E. 4•TH ST., NEW YORK 17, 

SAVE LIVES 

M RGEN C Y C OM 5AVE 
T HE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 
I E . 44TH ST , NEW YOMK 17 N . Y . 

SAVE LIVES 

., 
SAVE 

SAVE HUMAN LIVES 

MER G EN C Y C OMMITTEE: 10 AVE 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE O l U H O Pl 
I E . •4TH T ., Nf/W YORI( 17 . N . Y . 

SAVE HUMAN LIVES 

EMERGENCY C OMMITTEE TO !>AVE 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROP 
1 E . 44TH ST Nl!'.W YORK 17. N. Y. 
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The 

4,000,000 
who atilt live. 

The Emergency Committee welcomes this oppor­
tunity to reproduce the inspiring creations of the 
virile pen and the creative heart of Arthur Szyk, in 
the form of Poster Stamps. 

The Committee hopes that generous support in 
contributions for and distributions of these Poster 
Stamps, will be forthcoming from the American 
people, to enable it to carry on its emergency mission 
for the rescue of some four million martyred humans. 

let it not be said that the two million who have 
been exterminated have died in vain. 

The grim stories of azi atrocities are true and they 
cannot be dismissed like a had dream. Such crimes 
are a challenge to all civilized persons. 

You can help us continue our emergency task in 
the race against daily premeditated, planned murder 
and premeditated extermination. 

Whatever you do, whatever you give, to aid in dil­
tributing these Poster Stamps is evidence of your 
conviction that human lives are worth saving. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

DEAN ALFANCE 

PETER H. BERGSON 

LOUIS BROMFIELD 

BEN HECHT 

WILLIAM s. BENNET 

KONRAD BERCOVICI 

Jo DAvrnsoN 
OSCAR w. EHRHORN 

WILLIAM HELIS 

CO-CHAIRMEN 

REP. WILL RocERs, JR. 
MADAME SIGRID UNDSET 

REP. ANDREW L. SOMERS 

VICE-CHAIRMEN 

DEAN GEORGE w. MATHESON 

HERBERT s. MOORE 

FLETCHER PRATT 

LISA SERGIO 

DR. MAURICE WILLIAM 

PROF. FRANCIS E. McMAHON 

SAVE HUMAN LIVES 



............................................................. 
Gentlemen: 

I believe that my friends listed below will be interested in 
joining with me in this worthwhile humanitarian effort to 
Save Human Live5. 

NAME ................................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................................... . 

CITY ............................................................................ ......................... . 
iC 

NAME ................................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................... ................ . 

CITY ............................................................................ ........................ . 
it 

NAME ................................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS .... : ...................................................................................... . 

CITY ..................................................................................................... . 
it 

NA1\1E ................................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................................... . 

CITY ..................................................................................................... . 
it 

NAME ....................................................................................... .. ......... . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................................... . 

CITY ................................................................................. .... ................ . 
it 

NAME ................................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................... ...... .......... . 

CITY 
Yes O You may use my name No □ 

over 



EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO SAYE THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 

EMERGENCY CONFERENCE 

Honorary Chairmen 
VAN WYCK BROOKS 
SENATOR GuY M. GILLETTE (la .) 
WILLIAM GREEN 
ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS 
WILLIAM K.\NDOLPH HEARST 
HHBHT HOOVER 
SECRETARY HAROLD l. ]CKES 
SENATOR EDWIN C. JOHNSON (Colo.) 
PHILIP MURRAY 
HAUISON E. SPANGLER 
REX STOUT 
SENATOR ELBERT D. THOMA~ (Utah) 
BISHOP HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER 
HENDRICK WILi EM VAN J ,OON 
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Co-Chairmen 
DEAN ALFANGE 
PETER H. BERGSON 
LOUIS 8ROMFIELD 
BEN HECHT 
REP. ANDREW L. SOMER 
MADAME SIGRID UNO ET 

V ice-Chai,-men 
WILLIAM S. BENNET 
KONRAD Bncov1c1 
Jo DAVIDSON 
OSCAR W. EH RH ORN 
WILLIAM HELis 
PROF, FRANCIS F .. MCMAHON 
DEAN GEORGE W. MATHESON 
HHBHT S. MOORE 
fLBTCHH PaATT 
A. HADANI RAFAEL! 
LISA ~HGIO 
OR, MAUllCE WILLIAM 

T,ea111rer 
Mas. JOHN GUNTHE& 

STELLA ADLER 
). ). AMIEL 
AL BUAH 
Y. BEN-AMI 
A. BEN -ELJEZU 
M. DH\.HIN 
RABBI PHILIP D. BooKSTABH 
BISHOP JAMES A. CANNON, JR, 
LESTH COHEN 
BABETTE DEUTSCH 
REP, SAMUEL DICKSTEIN 
NATHAN GEORGE HORWITT 
E. jABOTINSKY 
Ron KEANE 
EMIL LENGYEL 
). LIPSCHUTZ 
LAWRENCE LIPTON 
EMIL LUDWIG 
Gov. EDWARD MARTIN (Pa.) 
Gov. J. HOWARD McGRATH (R. I.) 
S. MHLIN 
MICHAEL POTTER 
VICTOR M. RATNER 
Cun Rius 
K. SHRIDHARANI 
JOHAN J. SMEITENKO 
lll!P. ANDREW L. SoMH 
ARTHUR SZYK 
JavJNG TAITEL 
THOMAS J . WATSON 
GAHJIL \Vl!CHSLH 
AUXWILP 

INITIATED IY THE EMERGENCY CONFERENCE HELD IN NEW YOIK-JULY 20-2', 1'43 

1 EAST 44th STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. MUrray HIii 2-7237 

Dear Fri end : 

February 1944 
The Victory Year 

Because of your deep interest in the future of 
humanity, you must be deeply concerned with the tragedy of the 
Jewish people in Europe. The four million Jews remaining in 
Europe can be saved from the fate which two million of their 
brothers and sisters have already experienced. 

You can help us in our work. Send a contribution - a 
dollar or a hundred or as much more as you can - to the Emergency 
Committee, so that we may continue to intensify our important 
work. It is our duty to focus public opinion directly behind 
President Roosevelt's new Government Agency so that its impor­
tant task of saving human lives may be strengthened and speeded. 

It is an announced policy of the Nazi government to ex­
terminate every Jew in Europe. To aid the surviving Jews, we 
are instituting an extensive campaign to arouse public opinion 
in support of this governmental action. 

Arthur Szyk has designed and donated the inspired draw­
ings from which we have made the Poster Stamps enclosed with 
this letter. Begin NOW to use these Poster Stamps on your 
personal and business letters and packages, to show all people 
that Americans will NOT tolerate this planned murder. 

This is a race against death and every minute counts. 
Remember that promptness in sending your contribution NOW will 
be a double blessing for those who need your help. 

I know that we can count on you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. John Gunther, Treasurer. 

P.S. We have prepared a limited number of large 8Xl0 prints 
of the four Arthur Szyk drawings suitable for framing. 
These will be sent to contributors of $5.00 or more. 

----------------0, •• , CommlffN o•c••= ----------------
2317 })TH STREET, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

716 WALNUT STREIT 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

139 NORTH CLARK STREIT 

Chicago, Ill. 

H71 WILSHIII 8oULIVAU 

Los An1drs, Cal. 

H~ WASHINGTON STaHT 

Boston, Mus. 

1, Nnv CAVl!NDISH STRUT 
London, WI, En1land 



This Committee Was Created to Speed the Rescue of 

the Jews of Europe .. Let's Look at tl,e Herard! 

Our Jir~t ad1ievemenl is the fact that we have proven to 

the world that the Jewish people in occupied Europe can be 

aved. It was for this purpose tlut the Emergency onf erence 

of experts in diplomatic, military, e onomic and transpor­

tation fields w:.1s called. The participants, the mo t Jistin ­

guished representatives anJ experts of all shades of American 

thought, reached the unanimous conclusion that the Jewi h 
pf"opl e of Europe could be <;aved. 

This conviction was later confirmed when the epic tOf) 

of how the Danish-Jewish population was saved came to the 

open . The majority of the Danish Jews were re ·cued by the. 
noble and humanitarian action of Sweden, who declared her 

shores open to the Jews escaping from nearby Denmark . 
What small Sweden <lid, certainly the great and mighty 

democracies could Jo on a hundred time- larger scale. 

We brought the problem of the Jewish disaster to the 
mas es of Ameri an people by nation-wide advertising in the 

leading newspapers in this country, and through national 
radio-broadcasts, books, periodicals and leaflets. 

We organized mass expressions of public opinion demand ­

ing immediate action, through a mass petition movement, 

mass rallies and dramatic pageants. 

We organized the pilgrimage of five hundred Rabbis to 
Wahington . 

We obtained the cooperation of all faiths. A Week of 

ompassion and Prayer by the six thousand Christian 
Churches wa organized . 

We initiated the movement to pay tribute lo Sweden and 
Denmark . 

We organized the protest again t the omi sion of the Jew­

ish disasters from the Moscow statement. on atrocities. 

Now, we are able to state with atisfaction that the Presi­

dent, at his press conference on November 6th. of last year, 

and Secretary Hull, in his last hi toric appearance before the 

joint session of Congress, specifically mentioned their con­

cern with the Jewish tragedy: The ring of silence around 

the catastrophe of the Jewish people was broken. 

Our offices '1nd representative~ in Washington and in 

London, in Palestine and in Turkey, are urging the respec-

ti, e go\'trnments to unJert.1ke lugt-Sl,d<: ,tetion to . ,t\'e th<: 

four million Jews in Europt's death lr,1p. 

More than that: in all our act1\'lt1es, we put forward a 

the first Jnd mo t immediate dem,rnd, th<: ( re,llion of ,\ ~pe­

l ific O\'ernmental Agemy with the t.i k of effe<..tu.1ting the 

rescue of the millions of Jewish people till ali, e in Europe. 

A hi-partisan resolution recommending uch an ,1gency 
was pas eJ in the Senate Foreign Relations Lommittee. Thi 

resolution was introduced by leaders of both parties : in the 

~enate by enator Guy M. Gillett<: and eleven of his LOlle.1gue~; 

in the House by Congres men Will Rogers, Jr., (D) of 

alifornia, and Joseph lark Baldwin (R) of New York . 

Prominent mm from all walks of American life testified 

before hearings of the Foreign Affair Committee of the 
Houst: urging this rt:solution· passage. 

The nation's press was unanimous in demanding the im ­

mediate passage of the re elution . The Senate Foreign Rela -

- tions ommittee unanimously approve~ it. 

Now, the great news breaks in Washington that the 
President has appointed a special War Board to deal with, 
we quote, "this difficult but important task." The Secre­
taries of State, War and Treasury, were appointed on it. 
This composition of the Board emphasizes the extreme im­
portance that the President attaches to it. A special full 
time Administrator will be appointed for this most im­
portant job. This job is defined by the President in 
unequivocal terms: 

''It was urgent that action be taken at once to forestall 
the plan of the Nazis to exterminate all the Jews and other 
persecuted minorities in Europe." 

Thus a great moral victory has been scored by the 
United States. This time it is not upon the field of 
battle but on a front even more bloody-where a godless 
enemy is engaged in the total massacre of the Jewish 
people of Europe. The President is to be congratulated 
for his timeliness and for his great humanity. 

It is our duty to organize public opinion directly behind 
this new body so that its important humanitarian work 
may be strengthened and speeded. 



THE EREZ ISRAEL (PALESTINE) FOUNDATION FUND 

KEREN HAYESOD LTD. 
INCORPORATED IN ENC.LAND 1921 

CABLES: KERJESSOD JERUSALEM:nu~,)'~' • BENTLEY'S CODE. PHONE 4691 tHJ5~ 

Dr • .A.bba Hillel SilTer 
342 Madleon Aftnu.e 
Jrev York City 

Dear Dr. SilTer: 

April 25, 1944 

n,rvNin n:, rv'n, 
688 ., .n c,,~,,, 
HEAD OFFICE 
JERU8ALEM P,0, ■, sea 

ADDRK88 REPLY TO 

ROOM Ital 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 
NEW YORK, N, Y, 

At the requeet ot Dr. Michael Traub. I am sending 70u 

enclo1ed a copy of a confidential report which Dr. Traub aent to 

Dr. Chai• Weizmann on March 3. 1944. 

ne:br 
Enc. 

Kindeet regarde, 

Sincerely yours. 



JOSHUA S. EPSTEIN COMPANY 

ADVERTISING 

41 5 L E X. J N GT O N AVE N U E, N E W YO R K 1 7, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and E. 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 22, 1944 

Dr. Israel Goldstein has appointed me chairman of the newly con­
stituted National Radio Committee of the Zionist Organization or 
America. The Executive Committee considers the radio project among 
the moat important ventures ever undertaken by American Zionists. 

We are producing a series or 15-minute radio programs to run at the 
same time eaoh week on the same station right through the year, right 
through the country, beginning October first. The series, "Palestine 
Speaks,• will dramatize true stories of the tremendous accomplishments 
of our people in Palestine, so told as to highlight important aspects 
of our ideology ahd program. 

It's a professional job, ot which any network could be proud. We have 
already produced and recorded six programs, featuring such stars as 
Joseph Schild.kraut, Gene Kelley, Victor Jory, Anne Seymour, J. Edward 
Bromberg, and Judith Evelyn. We have commitments for future pro­
ductions from Spencer Tracy, Edward G. Robinson, Eddie Cantor, Jane 
Cowl, Eva Le Galliene, Cornelia Otis Skinner and many others. Ben 
Grauer of 1 Informat1on Please• is the announcer on all the programs. 

All or which must indicate to you that Zionism is due to be presented 
to the public with the best means or mass education at our command. 
Furthermore, we have worked out the details of a plan tor each oity 
to use the programs tor membership, propaganda and education. Ot 
course you realize the importance or such activity at this time. 

Because this work ls 
to travel around the 
Zionist leaders hear 
of them.) 

so vital1 I am talt1ng time ott trom my business 
country ~o explain the project and to let 
the programs, themselves. (We have recordings 



JOSHUA S. EPSTEIN COMPANY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver Page •• 2 June 22, 1944 

I plan to be in Cleveland on July 11th. I would appreciate it it you 
would arrange to have forty or fifty of your top-flight Zionists meet 
at lunch to hear the programs and to discuss their use. 

May I request a reply as soon as possible so that I may lay the plans 
for the tript I look forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely yours, 

JSE:hez 

P. s. A s1miliar letter has been sent to the Presidents or the 
two other Zionist districts in Cleveland. I hope that you 
gentlemen will be able to combine your ettorte so that we can 
present the radio pr rams to a cross seot1on of Cleveland 
Zionist memberea1p.__,~~~~ 

cY-



' \ \ 

,. 

r. Joshua s. Ep tein 
'15 Lexington ftDUe 
I York 17, .Y. 

d • 

June 29, 19'4 

Perait to thank you tor your -- letter. I ry ch in rested int i-~o roJect th ZOA launched am I hope it ill be ce stui. 

Aa 7ou ro bl.y .KDCltw , the r ency Council, ot bich the ZOA 11 a ber, baa also 1nit1 tod national roadcasti?li ro0 COftrinc a r:lod ot thirteen ... eka, sirming in 11_~ to carry 
the s e or Palestine to er1c opl duri ~e 
critical months dur.lni h.ich t1ae our resolution.a 1n Co...-.-,..,.., 
likely to ooae u for action and vit-1 dee siona fecting our lo ent are likely to be armomJced. rI'h rg ncy Council oes 
not ~opo to continu 1 ts radio o Jond those thirteen eeks. I do not think t the ZOA r o r should be init ted 
before the expir tion ot --••'T'n>enoy Council national oadc ting seriea. It ould be un ise dupll tion. 

I turtherm.ore bellen tl t y ur c t e o ht t o delay 
i\s . e for special tuDda 1D the c unities ~til the rgenq Ocu.ncil ll :n cmapleted it solici "tion • . vuu.-unitiea hich • 
ban already been oached both the r ency Council th• 
Z0.l e great}¥ contued. It a"'pea.ra it ther are t o caapet1Uff agencies t 02'k. I ould therefore trongly urge t y delay your trip tor little bile lDltil th • r ency Council radio broadcast! ro eta under • I aa sure that it its ro 
1a coesatlll. the Zionis\a ot rioa will ish to continue it 
1Ddet1n1 teq atter th iration or •~-L-•·eney Council' a 
llait broadcaati •• period. 

1th all &ood 1 ea, I remain 

r cord 11¥ ours, 

AllSaBK 



DR, SILVE BAILS PAX,f.§fflE PJ,61! IN PAOCRATIC P.lRTI 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive oft e American Zionist 

Emergency Council, d with deep satisfaction t e inclusion in the Democr tic 

Party Platform ot plank on alestine. 

•The hole-hearted endors ent b;, the Democratic Party at its convention 

in Chicago ot the rights or the Je sh ople to unrestricted immiur tion and 

land ac uisition in Pale tine - rights hich ve been denied by the current 

bite Paper policy ot the lldato nd the recognition r t i.e historic s irations 

ot our people to build in Palestine a free and democratic Je ish common 1th, is 

&n act of e test politic si ficance ands te hi • It dll be a.rmly 

elcomed b j all sections of the Americ n ~eople ich have · lays enifested 

profound sympathy for the efforts of the Je ish ople tor build their n tional 

lite in their anoint home. It 11 be especia elcomed bJ too Jes of erica 

1ho 11 be re tly heartened by t s gnificent e r ssion of friendship 
" 

and helpfulness t a t e of deep crisis and t edy for Israel.• 

8The Democratic Party, under 1e lea.de ·ship of F D. Roosevelt, no 

reatfiru it loyal support of the Zionist ove ent, hich more uarter 

or. a century- ago, s so elc uently c' pioned b • anoth r eat Democr tic 

President, oodrow ilson.• 

•The action at t he Damocr tic Party, tollo na t he a· ilar not le action 

ot the Republican Party at its convention in ~hicago st mont I no uts both 

jor parti s s uarely behind the ideal of Je iah Palestine. It is no the 

declared purpose not of one politic party or another, but of the entire American 

people, hich has come to re ard this constructive solution at the basic Je iah 

problea in the · orld tod. y as one of 

hich is to tollo thi • • ar. 

important objective of a just orld ac 

-



PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. SILVER HAILS PALESTINE PLANK IN DEMOCRATIC PLA'flURM 
_________ ... _ 

Cleveland -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Ccmmittee of the 

American Zionist Er:oorgency Council, todey hailed the Palestine plank included in 

the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors "the opening of 

Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy 

as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Comrnon­

welath11 and declared that 11 1 t will be specially welcomed by the Jews of America 
' who will be greatly heartened by this ma&nificent expression of friendship and 

helpfulness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel. 11 

In a statement issued here, Dr. Silver expressed his gratification that 

"the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delano Rooeevelt 1 now 

reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist mo7cment which more than a quarter of 

a century ago was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President, 

\voodrow hil son." 

Pointing to the similar action taken by the Republicans at their eonvention 

last month, Dr. Silver asserted that 11 it is now the declared purpose not of one 

political party or another but of the entire American people which bas come to 

regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewish problem in the world tod~ 

as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which is to follow this 

War. 11 

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows: 

"The whole-hearted endorsement by the Democratic Party at its convention in 

Chicago of the rights of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigratii.on and land 

(more) 



- 2 ... 

aeq_uisi tion in Palestine - rights whieh have been denied by the current Whi to 

Paper policy of the Mandatory -- and the recognition of the historic aspiration of 

our people to build in Palestine a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, is an 

act of greatest political significance and statesmanship. It will be warmly 

welcomed by all sections of the American people which have al ways manifested pro­

found sympathy for the efforts of the Jeuish people to re-build their national life 

in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America. who 

will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and helpful­

ness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel. 

11 The Democratic Party, under the leadership of FranKlin Delano Roosevelt, 

now reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movem@nt which roore than a quarter 

of a century ago was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President. 

Woodrow Wilson. 

11 The action of the Democratic Party following the similar notable action of 

the Republican Party at its convention in Chicago last month, now puts both major 

parties squarely behind the ideal of a Jewish Palestine . It is now the declared 

purpose not of one political party or another but of the entire American people 

which has come to regard this eonstructive solution of the basic JerJish problem 

in the world today as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which 

is \:> follow this \·iar. 11 
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PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELE!SE 

DR, SILVER HAILS PALESTINE PLANK IN DEMOCRATIC PLA'iroRM 

...... _.._, ..... 
Cleveland -- Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Ccmmittee of the 

American Zionist Elll:3rgency Council, todey hailed the Palestine plank included in 

the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors II the opening of 

Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy 
as to result in the establishment there of a free and deIOOcratic Jewish Common­

welath11 and declared that 11 i t will be specially welcomed by the Jews of Americ 
who will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendsh .p and 
helpfulness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel." 

In a statement issued here, Dr, Silver expressed his gratification that 
11 the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delano Roosevel t 1 now 

reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a quarter of 

a century 8E;O was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President, 
\voodrow \w'il son." 

Pointing to the similar action taken by the Republicans at their convention 
last month, Dr. Silver asserted that 11 it is now the declared purpose not of one 
political party or another but of the entire American people which has come to 

regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewish problem in the world tod~ 
as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which is to follow this 
War." 

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows: 

11 The whole-hearted endorsement by the Democratic Party at its convention in 
Cbicago of the rights of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration and land 
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aequisi tion in Palestine - rights whieh have been denied by the current White 

Paper policy of the Mandatory - and the recognition of the historic aspiration of 

our people to build in Palestine a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, is an 

act of greatest political signifies.nee and statesmanship. It will be warmly 

welcomed by all sections of the American people which have always manifested pro­

found sympathy for the efforts of the Jeuish people to re-build their national life 

in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America who 

will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and helpful­

ness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for I sra.el. 

11 The Democratic Party, under the leadership of Fran.Kl.in Delano Roosevelt. 

now reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movem@nt which imre than a quarter 

of a century ago was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President, 

Woodrow Wilson. 

"The action of the Democratic Party following the similar notable action of 

the Republican Party at its convention in Chicago last month, now puts both major 

parties squarely behind the ideal of a Jeuish Palestine. It is now the declared 

purpose not of one political party or another but of the entire American people 

which has come to regard this constructive solution of the basic Jenish problem 

in the world today as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which 

is ':> follow this War. 11 
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