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i1 C lLS TO 

by 

LCUIS SEG~L 

JCY C Lf. ITT E •OR ZI • IST 

~valuatin0 the political situa ion it the United States , 

and realizing that ~:r.erica will play an important part in the 

final determinf-ltion of the political status in Pale:--:;tine , one 

must come to the conclusion that the opportunit, rih ch this 

country affords the Zioni.Jt, 1.overnent in influencing public 

opinion in behalf of a Jewish Palestine , still remains by far 

unutilized . 

I, therefore , wi Gh to make the follo~ing proposals to 

be included among others 7hich the Erner ency Committee is to carry 

out within the next t "J~ lve months . 

I. rran ~ements should be ma~e for conferences t,o 

be held with the leaders of the Republica~ and cmocratic urties • 

. t these conferences , the l eaders of both Parties should be 

enlightened upon : 

1 • The pr es en t, J e : i s n sit ua t ion in ....,ur ope • 

2. Jewisn achievcrients thus fur in Palestine . 

3. The ossibilities that a estine absorb 
millions of Jews . 

4. The necessity that Palectine become a Jewish 
Commonweal h . 

At these conferences , it should be tade certain 

t .at in the Convent ion lat orms hat both Parties \" ill ado t for 

he forthconinn Pres i dent ial elections , there sho be included 



a clear-cut plank on the sol ion o the Jer.'i sh oroblems a .. the 

upbuiJding of ales ine as a Je~ish :ommon~ealth. 

II. The Conven ion c! the. ~erican eder-t on o 

Labor has, at its session on _riday, c o·er 8 h, l9AZ, a o ted 

av y warm resolution supportin0 tte u buil 1 ing of Pa le stine as 

a Jei7ish Co1 mon·Je 1th. (TLis \"Jas prim.2rily achieved Ly the Labor 

Zionist l.ioveri1ent, throu h 1 s connections r:ith the 1 aders of 

the me ican Federation of Labor) . Since this reso ution is 

aJraady o ublic recor, arran~enents aho~lu be iade that a 

delegation representing the mericar. Federc.tion of Labor shoul 

be received by the State epart :e 1t , to present the adopted resolu

tion to the De artme t nn~ .ake clear ... he uosition of the. merican . 
1 ederatior. of abor in support of the Je~ish derriands for Palestine. 

III . he sar e procedure s1ot:.ld be J.Ollo·,ed •·;ith 

renar to the forthcoming Convention of he c. I . • ·:.'e have 

reasons to Believe that the c. I •• , dealin0 1ith the Jewi h 

uesti on , \"Ji 11 a opt t e .... a me policy s the mer ic an ederl,; t ion 

of Lab r adopted . 

Ii/ . Arran_, er,ents should be made to hold confere Lees 

iith the leaders of the rade Rnd Labor Councils in the lar er 

cities of the United tates, to ersuade themto use their influence 

tb,at the State Le islatures and City Councils adopt resolutions 

similar to the resolution adopted by the recent Convention of the 

merican Federation of Labor endorsing the Jewish Commonwea l th in 

Paleotine . 

11 such resolutions shoul e dispatc ed to 

the ta e Departr.,e nt and to the resident . This proce ure :vil l 
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have npec:!.al siJnificance for the fact that these resolutions 

are presented upon the initiative of he abor :ovement int e 

respective cities. 

Previous to the presentation of tle cesolutiono, 

Com,ittees of Labor le aders should be set up in the larger cities , 

charged ·~ith the responsibility of conferring riith the editors 

of local nevJspaper.;i, radio comrrentators, etc., i!1 order to create 

favorable public o inion for the resolutions . 

f. It is hiJhly important that Church loader·s be 

mobilized in behalf of the Jewish demands with regard to Palestine. 

I, therefore, recoillmend that two conferences hould be arran ed 

as soon as possib le. One, wit~ the representatives of the Catholic 

Church, and the other, with the spol~esmen of the Protestant Church. 

As a result of these conferences, the leaders of the respective 

Churches should issue statements dealing with the present Jewish 

situation in the world and supporting the demands for a Jewish 

Cominonwealth in Palestine. An effort should, also , be ma e that 

a joint dele ation , repres~nting all Churches, should be received 

by the State Department and by the President in connection with 

their position taken toward the upbuilding of Palestine . 

It would, also , be hi3hly advisable that all 

Churches should designate a special Sunday during '."Jhich the Congre

gants should be enli~htened on the conditions of the Jewish people 

and the achievements in Palestine . 

VI. fter the ground work is proper ly laid by the 

Labor Llovement , the Churches , etc., it is important that a proper 

resolution should be introduced 11 the ouse and in the Senate , call-
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ing for the endorsement of a Je~ish Commonwealth in Palestine . Said 

resolution, ~hen adopted , will have great political si3nificance in 

all future developments in connection with Palestine. 

or the purpose of such House and. enate resolutions , 

the American Palestine Committee should be properly mobilized . 

In connection with the above proposals , it is necessary 

to maintain constant contact with American journalists , newspaper 

editors , radio commentators, end all others whc help to create 

public opinion in merica . They should be informed of all important 

roblems concerning the Jewish people and the accomplishments in 

Palestine , and the political developments there. 

I , also , deem it necessary to emphasis that in order 

that the abovementioned ~ oposals , alon with the others recommended 

by the other members of the Emergency Committee , be successfully 

carried out , it is important that the E~ergency Committee become 

a normally working body , its meetings to be held regularly and its 

machinery to function properly . 

Each Party repre sented on the Emercency Commi ttee 

should be made to feel that it is an active participant in the work 

of the Emergency Committee . The branches of the various Parties 

throu3hout the country should be constant l y keep informed about the 

Emergency Committee ' s ~ork. In the larger cities , a branch of the 

Emergency Comm i t t ee shoul d be created comprising t he l ocal Zion i st 

organizations . Such committees may , receiving proper instructions , 

prove to be a great help to the Emergency Committee in carryin out 

its plans d act i vities . 

-4-
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Ac- I enter uoon . y f .fir-i'"•l d ti~ in tl e '. ert·e 1cy 
uo:.1 ittee, I feel tne need for c:. full e)~C ange of vie s i .. ith 

you ~nd other leaainb we~~dr ·nd of icers of the 
~01.1 :ii ttee •,·ho . ave devoted u.uch ti1 e and t~1ou .. t to ~ur 
~olitica l affa irs. 

It is 1:1y hope that it i1 oy oe r& cticaole in the Lee,r 

future to arrange ~n inf rral &na pr ivate ~e ting for the 

1Jurpo e of thre"hing out s~.ne of the ii. 11edic te and long 
r·e.n[e _problems ', hicn pre for s lution ... d • rri vinb at 
tne large t 00 si ole : ea ure of • g·ree1.1e t a. ong u . 

As a )reliminary to uch • . e•- ti · es c:1 d • an aid 
to ·1e i n :)reporing for it, I ·v~ould ,.., rt.-c:.tly ·o recic:ite a 
• ri tt en e}. ryre s ion Jf ".:,ur c _;L - i c.. ered vieVv s regardi1 g 
our p)li~ic 1 proble,s , ~long tN lines: 

a) . n ap~rai al of Jur .olit ical i tuation 
(, ore oarticu brly int e United ~t~tes) 
c:.. d of t .. e future prospect~ i .1. ofc:.r c. ne 
.,ay vent ire t.J __ auge t1 e.i today . 

o). he policies and uethod to be nur ued 
i n rder to overco~e ~re ent dif icultie 
and ac ieve t,e puroJ e o, the diltuore 

r grau1 . 

I realize, of cour e , t.at volw.es 11ay e vritten on 
t .. ese u'oject ; and , o y c., we i.1 1 ere , I ro not exoect 
an ex aust ive tr~atuie t f rom any ne . I :o . pe , 20 ·ever , 
you vi ll g ive ne tne oe efit of your ature tn0u

0 
tin 

su,mary form out uQ clenrly, definitely ond c ncretely 
a p si ble, oearing i n u1 i nd that sue a tc. te.Lent wi ll 
not oe for puol ic con·Q,ption but lely or f cilitatin 
t~e crystbllization of poli cy in our irner circle . 

duch tate ent, oul bed ubl y a~preciated if you 
could manage to let 1 le h' ve it i n tne course of the ne :xt WU-.t: 
~ ~ay . 

V ry 

A ~ ~il el ilver 
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RABBI LAZAR EICH ENSTEIN 

1133 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Re: bbi Dr • .Abba rtillel Silver 
The TJmple 
Cleve 1, nd t Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Sept ber 20, 1943 

WATKINS 8 - 4888 - 7-8 

CABLE ADDIIE: ■ B 

" MIZOIIIIENT" 

Yours of September 17, inviting even the hu~blest and mo~t 
inarticulate in m tters of Zionist policies to give written 
eA-pression to his considered views regarding our political 
problems, i~ the best indication of the tvpe of trul democratic 

nd yet thoroughly effective leadership that we may e.q)PCt under 
your s :oervision an . guidence,es chairman of thP, Emerg ,~nc:v Committee 
Executive and co-chairman , ith Dr . Stephen S. Wise,of the larger 
·;mergency Corr.mitt ee. 

Before creating man, God. too. consulted with all his ministering 
angels, as': inherent in the phrase "let us ma1-re man. 11 Yet, vhen 
all opinion was expressed the Lore id not ,-,ait for all to e ·ecute 

i th him the resolutions ad.Jpted but proceeded to do the j-::>b hi□self, 
as stated: "Anl Re made man. " 

nd now, after having unburdened m:tself of this bit of I dro:ish 11
, 

hich you will h-::>pefully forgive, may I SU.,:Jply my ansver t:> your t wo 
very important ~uestions, as follows: 

A)- That our p:>litical sit tion in tne United Strt 0 s is not too 
bright, goes wit~:>ut sr. • . In my opinion, it is due in very large 
me~sure to the supp,rfi cial understanding which government circles 
and public officials in ~asbington hold for our movement . They have 
all been s:>ld up t J now everyt'ing except real Zionism, just a our 
fellow Jews have not been given the true i aeological merchandise that 
is ours . The pre~ared speeches which congressmen and senators have 
been delivering in our bebalf have, unfortunately, been in t t e nature 
of ple .... sant fellows i. i 1) and accomm:>dation rather tban the expression 
of a deeper understanding :>f our people's national aspirvti:ins . There 
must be reason why we ve utterly failed in developing any semblance 
of a 'edt;e ood-li, .e attitude to Zionism on the part of our non- Je i sh 
friends. It is not without cause, I believe, that all our above- ment i oned 
influential friends manifest th ir endor sement of Zionism hen t hey ar e 
in~ company, but har dly champion our cause in the legislative bodies 
to which they belong. 
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I wonder fhether our »nergency Committee has ever taken notice of tle fact that 
every vigorous statement made in Congress in behalf of Palestine was in ired, 
~s officially recorded in the Congressional Record, by the Jewish A y Committee, 
which consists of comparatively unknown individuals but who understood the 
psychology of our non-Jewish friends, \':ho a.ppreciate the type of Zioni which 
is based on the ancient history of our people and its tradition, rather than 
being merely a movement that sees in P?lestine a major haven of refuge for 
devastated Jewry, which purpose may in the opinion of some, be achieved more 
easily in other parts of the world. 

B) As to the nolicies and methods to be pursued in the future, I should ~ugbest 
that we stop centering our attention on the easily accessible ~all fry and ive 
our fullest concern to contacts ith those ~ho hold the ower to decile and to 
act. These individuals must, of course, be seen by those 1ho stand at the helm 
of o movement and not be releg~ted to men who re professionally engaged in 
our work, as important as these may be for other essentie.l work of a dif ferent 

t i.A nature. Th'3 impor~t officials of our &overnment must 'then be impressed vi th 
\..:.)true Zionism as r. Herzl . roclaimed it before kings and rulers, without hiding it 

under comfortable nresentations , and which reflect I rael 1 s need for a homeland 
for the preservation of his eniritual heritage , which is obviously bound up with 
Eretz Israel.(This would largely refute the useudo-religiou a 1nroach of the 
CoW1cil for Judaism and brand them as forgers of historical Judaism, as they 
surely are traitors to our national aspirations, . 

The ]lnereency Committee must also come to the reali zation t~-~----~-=-~~~~~
grou_ in Zionism can and must be utilized for :political contacts in Washington in 
connect ion with circles th tare closest to their narticular annroach to Zionism. 
fizrachi leaders can, for instance, do much in seeing clergymen, the labor ~eople 
can c,ct likewise in contacts with labor leaders, etc. The policy and thought that 
o ly General Zi onists are noli tical-minded and. ble to carry out the mis<• i ons of 
the ~mergency Committee is cer tainly fallacious ~sit is W1wise. One orafew 
individuals cannot pos 0 ibly carry the entire burden of our political \Ork. 

lith very best wishes for ~n.ccess in the vigorous and real leadership that you 
h ve undertaken and are well able to give us in the most im ortant branches of 
Zionist .ctivity, I am 

1• K:hd 

s ever vours, 

~ 1(;4Q_~ 
Rabbi ,:ax Kirshblum 
Executive Secr ;tary 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

ISRAEL H . LEVINTHAL. D . D .. D . H . L. 
RABBI 

667 - 691 EASTERN PARKWAY 

BROOKLYN, NEwYORK 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silveri 

September 23, 1943 

I have your letter of the 17th inst. and hasten to reply. First of 
all I want you to please accept Jey sincere congratulations on your 
election aa Co-Chairman of the Emergency qommlttee and as Chairman of 
ita Executive Committee. I feel confident that under your leadership 
the Emergency Committee will take on new life to accomplish the great 
tasks which face us today. I must also take this opportunity to ex
tend to you my belated congratulations on the masterly address which 
you delivered at the American Jewish Conference. It was one of those 
addresses that make history and I can assure you that it will be remem
bered by all who were privileged to hear it for many years to co~. 

As to your specific request for an expression or M1J views regarding 
our political problems, I would say thiss 

Aa a whole, I think that our political status is much more favorable 
today than it was even a tew months ago. Our non.Jewish trienda and 
neighbors have heard much more about the Jewish claim for Palestine 
in the last few weeks than ever before, and I reel that it muat have 
made an impression upon them. The publicity which the Conference re
ceived and even the publicity or tha.t Emergency Conference called by 
the Jewish Army group, has done mch to arouse public interest ln the 
whole question of Palestine and Zionism. Thia does not mean of 
course, that we have won the support of our non-Jewish friends. There 
is still much to do along theae lines. Your recent conference with 
Secretary Hull was a fine achievement and I agree with you in what you 
aaid at the last meeting of the Emergency Committee - that we ought to 
try to arrange conferences with miny more or the leaders or our Govern
ment. 

The main point that seems to serve as an obstacle in winning our non~ 
Jewish friends ia1 ot course, the Arab problem. If we could only suc
ceed in enlightening them more on this problem, we would certainly 
gain many more friends. Much has been accompliahed along this line, 
but much more can be accomplished. One of the mistakes that we made 
I think, is in concentrating our efforts in getting favorable opinions 
from political leaders. I feel that it ia much more important to win 
the intellectual groups such as clergymen, professors, teachers and 
writers. A polit1c1an•• ag,roval can not be depended upon. His opin
ions will change with the wind. They are not baaed on conviction but 
rather on the ideas and principles ot someone whom he needs. Tomorrow 

he may think he needs someone else and will adopt that somsone•• opin-
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ions. The Aimrican Palestine Committee will have to concentrate on 
winning over the support of the intellectual group in the Anerican non
Jewish scene. This is a colossal task and will require a large staff 
of workers and much literature. Perhaps a special group of clergymen 
could be organized whose sole task would be to do propaganda work among 
clergymen; another special group or educators to work among educators, 
and another group of writers and artists to work among their groups. 

I am som,what troubled also by the increased activity of the so-called 
American Council for Judaism. I am afraid that we are taking this 
group not seriously enough. To be very frank with you, I am not afraid 
of what they may do among Jews. I do not think that they will win much 
support except among the extreme assimilationists, but I am afraid of 
their influence among non-Jews. After all, they will be able to dis• 
play narres of !ll8n who enjoy favorable positions in the non-Jewish world. 
Sonething will have to be dom to diac12ill thti""~thlng will hue 
to be done, perhaps, to draw away so1T8 -,.,.-their ---• In Brooklyn 
we have thus far succeeded in getting a few of the rabbis who originally 
participated in that Council, to withdraw - or at least to keep their 
names off the printed list. This was accomplished through pressure of 
men inside their congregations. I think such pressure should be used 
by Zionist leaders in some of the communities where Zionists are active 
in the Temples of the men who have given their names to the Council. 

I realize that these expressions are the result of hurried thinking 
along the problems that you posed. I shall, however, give the subject 
much more thought after the Hol ide.ya and hope to be able to be of ser
vice to you at the forthcoming meetings of the Emergency Comnittee. 

With JI\Y' veey be,st wishes to you and yours for a Happy New Year and for 
the realization of all our hopes and prayers, I am 

Cord ;ly yo';/~ 

ISRAEL ~~t;ii;AL 



LOUISE . LEVINTHAL 

606 CITY HALL 

PHILADELPHIA 

nr . Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Ternole, 
ca evela.nd, Oh o . 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

Se tember 24, 1943 . 

I have given some t ought to the contents of 
your letter of ~e tember 17th. It is, of courc,e, not easy 
to give a clear and definite ep'Jraisal of our nol t cal 
situation and of our future prospects. There a.re some 
favorable and some unfavorable factors to be cons dered . 
Wh ch of these factors will ultimately prove controlling, 
no one can predict ith any degree of assure.nee . 

The follovdn: may be regarded amon the hel ul 
elements : 

1 . rrhe many public endorsenie11ts of t ... e ec-tabl sh ent 
of the Jev,ish -ational !Tome in Palestine by all o our .. 
Presidents since •rroodro ' lson; the Joi t esolu t on 9f 

Con::;;r ess in 1922; the mer can Pale tine Corm t.te. ~r th its 
bi- partisan memberf'hi ; the recently orsan zed Christian 
Council ; the reso utions adopted by about a dozen State 
legislatures ithin tbe last year, etc., etc . 

2 . The sympathetic supoort of men like Secretary Ickes 
and Secretar, I\ orgenthau, V ce President alJ ace and , 'end ell 
illkie , Justices Frankfurter and Jackson, and many other 

truly orogressive personalities in American public life. 

3 . The support of TH'H~ ·:rroN and THE v-,rv H ... PUBLIC 
and liberal opinion generally. 

4 . Above all , the essential validity of our cas 
tbe ach evements of alest ne dur ng the past auarter of 
e century; the contribut ons to the war effort ; the fact 
that there is no feasible al ternative to Jewish Palestine 
as the solution to the nrobl em of the homelessness of our 
people , etc ., etc . 

Among the unfavorable elements in the s tuat on 
are the following : 

1. The rising tide of ant - 1 ber lism , includ ng 
ant i-uemitism. 

2 . The unfortune.tely nrevalent sus c i on on the part 
of not a ew non- Jews that Zion st prop ganda i ~ untruthful 
Hnd unrel abl e. 
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3 . The not on that Z on srr s u fair to the abs 
in Palestine, v olat n the or nci les of dem cracy in 
ignor ng the ri ·hts of t e nrn • ori ty of the present inhab
itants of the land, etc., etc. 

4. The antl - Zion st att1 .,ude of the Br t sb Embassy 
and of those n our State Deoartment wr10 are under r tisb 
influence 

5. The notion that Zion·sts have succeeded n obta n
ing endorsements from pol tic c.ns Y'J reso1 1 t THl to "pol tical 
blac .ail" 

6. The eri can Co11ncil for Judaism, 1I E Ti~,, Yn K Tr•,~ •.S, 
etc . 

I &m f rmly convinced th t des i te the man,r 
se ious diff culties we Jan succ ed in obtainln 7 the suopor 
o ou· overnment and of enli8h e e American ubl c onin on. 
To do this e need to systemRtize o r,ublic relntions v.ork . 
re s oulc. nublish an autboP tat ve staterrent, well llus
trated, of w at has a~tually been ach· eved n Palestine 
since the issuance of the ,.andate . The accusatj on made by 
our ene Lies thet our colon sts h ve never become self
sunnort ng must be met and answered by facts and gures . 
F'e mus also ubl1 h autho:-i.tativ amphlets on tr e f'utur 
ebsorotive ca acity of Palestine and on the Ar b p11oblem. 

The publicatio of such naterial is of little 
value unless its distr bution is carefull..,T olanned. Bvery 
important Amerjcan listed in "'ho'R o should rece ve our 
1 terature, but it should not be sent out by any or an za 
tion or committee. Individuals should be asked to assume 
responsibility for dlstr butinY our literatu awong persons 
kno n to them . ("r1nen, for instance, Dr . •.reizmann' article 
in l?ore n Affairs was sent ou by the Erner ency JorT"'ittee 
or the merican Palest ne Committee, most of the recio ents 
probably p8id very little tte tion to it ..... ut, on the 
other hand , hen Jacob u,ill kon , at my request, sent out 
a hundred or more co ies to a select 1·st of h s ~cu nt
ances, with a vell nr pared covering letter, e were sure 
that nearly all of the rec pients v,ould re d the rticle. 
As a matter of fact, moet of them re lied to 111 · kopf and 
e ressed the r a rovel . There are undreds of men 1 ke 
ill kopf who could serve us mila ly.) 
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r. Abba H llel ~ilver, 
3 .. 

September 24, 1943. 

The men whom y, e should utllize to meke fr quent 
contacts for u with leaders in American public life should, 
above all, sp1re confidence. It does not serve our ur
pose to have merely "brjlliant " or "cl ever " spokesmen. It 
is much more imoortant to have stra gbt-forwerd, slnc ➔r, 

trtth-speaking and trust-inspirin • re resentatives . Of 
course, the deal comb nation is to heve brilliant men who 
have al o the faculty of command n belief and con idenc, 
but such rren are rare, indeed. 

~re must persi t in our eff'orts to win over the 
su oort of non- Zion st Jews. I do not consider any non
Zion st altogether hopeles~ . ,~y own exper ence vith Jude 
~orace Stern convinces me that deep-rooted orejud.i ces can 
bed spelled if we be patient and nersevering . 

I am lookin2: for r .rd to atten in r the meet n 
which you plan to hold to discuss our general problems . 
I should. like to cl rjf and elabor te unon some of these 

V 

random and r 0 ther desultory su eestio s . 

''1th ki d person· l regards, I am 



THE WOMEN 'S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

ADASSAH 
1819 BROADWAY• NEW YORK, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-65q5 

Rabbi Aoba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

September 26, 1943 

Your letter of September 17 is a challenge to thought. I ho~e 
you will make it the subject of a full joint discussion, for an individual 
letter cen touch only on disjointed points. I am glad, however, to swn
ma.rize ray own iJjJ!lediate sugge stions on the progr8J'!l of the American Emer
gency Zionist Council. 

I shall not address nzy-self to the mechanics of or anization. I 
grs~nled with that problem for a. whole winter ~bout two years ago, ,hen I 
was chairman of the Organization Committee. At that tine the Emer e~ncy 
Cotutittee was in great danger of disintegration, and we did the best e 
could under the circumstances. The reports and the various plans roject
ed are in the files. The arrangeoents finally arrived at r epresented meny 
compromises. In general, I should say the formei aspects of our organiza
tion never satisfied the constituent parties outside the ZOA, whose re re
sentation was enlarged through the original nucleus of the Committee. At 
some proper time this matter might come up for discussion. 

We are far more deeply concerned, however, with content and pro
gram. ''lhile the political work ha.s been ursued under the s tinrulation of 
Dr. ieizmann and Dr. Nahum Goldmann and the groundwork for public relations 
has been 1 id - first, by l.r. Neumann, and then under ~- Shulman's chair-

\ 

manship - the vecy much needed rese c-.rch work has been almost completely 
neglected. The Ha.dassah Comnittee on Arab-JeYish Relations Study, which 
the Emergency Co~Jnittee voted to sponsor jointly with Rad seah, did begin 
its work. We are sending you set of its :Bulletins and such materi 1 as 
has been mimeographed. A number of the conf r nces with speciel authori
ties have not een mimeographed, but the transcripts are on file. The 
work of this Co . ittee will be greatly furthered if you as chairman and 
the xecutive Comn i ttee as a whole would take a real interest in it and 
discuss its r ports. I know that you will want tot .lk this matter aver 

with our chairman, 1rs. Jacobs, at some early date. A group of us might 
then meet with you and others whom you~ desi5-nate from the Executive 
Committee to plan the work under the new setup for the coming ye~. 
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Rabbi Silver -2- 9/26/43 

I agree with you that Arab-Jewish Relations Studies ar rt of 
a larger fre.mework ,hich may well constitute an Institute of Zionist Re
search, the basis for which is at hand in present scattered efforts. A 
survey, I believe, should be made forthrith of all vailable material, per
sonnel, etc. 

There is no need for reiterating the need for continued and in
tensified public rels.tions work. The number of co 1ittees and the integra
tion of activities can be discussed at our next meeting. The crux of the 
matter, it seems to me, is to get the right personnel for each activity. 
There's tho rub. But I am far from discouraged. I believe the Zionist 
movement is stronger toda.y than it was in many a year, and I see new and 
able forces rising and reaching toward us. I know you uill be able to 
count on their cooperation, aeon those of us who have grown up with the 
movement. 

Perhaps I may use this opportunity to indicate the committee on 
which I should like to serve. I have been steadfastly interested since 1 
1939 in the various groups devoted to yost- •ar studies and world organiza
tion. It seems to me that there would be real velue in selecting a suit
able list from the hundred end more groups so enge.ged for us to work with. 
A start has been made with a very f ew of these groups, but the work should 
be fully activated now. In view of my special interest, this is the field 
in which I should like to work this coming year. I expect to have a great 
deal of time to devote to it. 

I refrain from touching upon numerous other matters, as they will 
be fully covered, I am sure, in the current discussion:sof the ~xecutive Com
mittee. 

I need hardly rt-ipeat that you can count on Hadassah' s fullest 
cooperation and goodwill, both collectively and individually. I look for
ward to my own active service under your leadership. 

With best wishes for achievement and success in your great re
sponsibilities, 

Faithfully yours, 

~~-6?;--e_ 
Mrs. David de Sola Pool 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

201 ' est 77ili Street 
New York, N.Y. 

September 27th, 1945. 

The procedure you are initiating according to yours of Sept. 
17th is to be commended. It should help utilize and energize all poten
tial forces that can be made available for our cause. I hope the meeting 
to ,hich you allude will succeed in dealing with both the long and 
short range necessary programs. It happens that hile I recognize the 
importance of the immediate 11 short range" program, I am interested in the 
long range program because of its enduring importance and its long neglect, 
from which we now suffer. 

It is a big order yours of Sept. 17th. But then you seem to 
realize that as is stated by you. So here is my feeble effort as a suc
cinct answer restricted to 11 a" and 11b". 

Regarding the fulfilment of Zionist objectives in the ulti
mate, I have an abiding faith and am optimistic in the belief that ·.ve shall 
make some strides forward toward whatever it shall be called - a "JeNish 
State", "Commonwealth", "National Homeland", or any ne designation that 
will mak~ Jewish Palestine an entity comparable to the formula for other 
small peoples. I am not convinced that we u·se wisdom as to where we put 
emphasis at a given time and as to the choice of time for making maximum 
progress. 

Our political situation,if gauged from the possibility of 
obtaining our objective in toto at this juncture in world affairs, I do 
not consider favorable. The set of prevailing circumstances are against 
us. Arab interests and United Nations interests that lead to favor Arabs 
at this time stand in our way. In my humble judgment, our compatriots in 
the U.S.A. will cede to Great Britain the right to decision for the Middle 
East and will obtain some quid pro quo for U.S. special interests elsewhere. 

Any move that would entail bloodshed and civil strife in 
Palestine or between Jews and the Ar~b countries, I would consider no gain 
for our cause because it would not endure and , e would lose even that little 

hich ve have. 

1 Public opinion has not been built up in our favor because e 
have neglected education and were willing to resort merely to propaganda, 

\ and in my opinion not even good propaganda at that. 



Time is an essential element for us - time to build up an 
informed public that would sway opinion, do what i s necessary to win 
over Arab cooperation and work for ra~Jrochernent , and time even to 
develop "statesmen" in the real sense, to be the leaders of our Je fish 
Palestine. 

I believe any move we make forward, whether in obtaining the 
right for sizable immigration or for fostering industry or acquiring 
land, should be considered a victory for our Zionist aspirations. The 
rest will follo at a propitious time and will have substance and 
permanence. 

I am not unmindful of the tie between successful immigration 
and the eventual "Commonwealth" in the mind of the Arabs, but arguments 
for immigration in connection with refugee settlement of Jews in Pales
tine can readily be advanced even now. 

The above expression of opinion is not to be taken to mean that 
I have any objection to public expression for the Conunon~ealth idea. 
However, I believe that the leaders of the Movement ought to face 
realities in order to be prepared for any eventuality with which they 
may be faced . 

. ith very best wishes for the New Year to you and yours, and for 
satisfaction in your service on behali' of Zionism, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Rose G. Jacobs. 

RGJ/JE 




