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JUDGE BERNARD ROSENBLA'I'l' 
PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND 
41 E. 42nd St. 
New York, N .Y. 

September 14, 1943 

WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD HAVE NEW ARRANGK\iENTS 
FOR OFFICE SPACE CONCLUCED BY THE TIME EMERGENCY COMMITTEE MEETS 
NSXT t~10NDAY. KINDEST REGARDS 

AH SILVER 
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®ffice of tlfe ~nhhi 

~n~isnn t'h.enu.e 1<U.empl.e 
~trunton, Ju. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland,Ohio 

My dear Silver: 

October 18 
1943 

I appeal to you to use what influence you possess 
to wipe out the infamy which is represented in Morgenstern's 
recent statement which, according to the AP dispatch released 
to our loeal evening paper, the SCRAlTO~ TIMES, described the 
nationalist aspects of a restored Palestine State ( Zionist)as 
' sad and tragic,' and which did not scruple to denounce what 
he called 'extremeJewish nationalism as' nearly identical with 
Nazis and fascist theory.' 

I am deeply disturbed, and bitterly ashamed. What 
right has Morgemstenn to more than his private thoughts? He does 
not represent the majority of the Reform Rabbis .. does nat speak 
for any save that treacherous little ballld of Jewish America 
Firs~. How long can we afford to seat in power of this svrt a 
man who by such stateants is doing such damage to the cause of 
Reform Judaism in America? he has lived too long with his textbook 
bedouias; he has become one of them: their spokesman in our land. 

How dare he speak of even •extreme nationalists' 
( what does that mean) in the same breath with Nazis and Fascists? 
Sometimes I believe that there is a fetid decadence running through 
our Reform Judaism •. the triumph of the suicidal will not-to-live. 
This is what the 'mistiion of Israel' has sunk to in the mouth of 
its institutional protagonist: To hold up the hands of Isr~el's 
enemjes rether th&n sacrifice any part of a precious copybook 
universal m. 

Morgenstern's days are over. Let this be his last 
official statement. It is time to clear sway the debris of super­
annuation. 

If you wish to quote this letter, or othen,ise uae 
it, you are free to do so, but pleas& do not mention my name. 

With thenks , ,~ 
Efe Rosenzweig 



tob r 22, 194S 

,r • Bernard • Richarda 
310 ;est 106th St. 

• York 25, l.Y. 

y • r Friends 

• Thank )ou for our c 
1 tter. I fUI fo ard~ 
ottice in w York and I sur 
tind 1 ot them ve 1olptu1. 

nd ur our 
tions to our 

t t y 111 

reply t th ilit ry ttuch to th Ira 
Lea tion 111 ;-1 r in the ler ld Tribune. 

• 'i th all good ishea, I r in 

Ver • cordi lly yours, 

AH3aBK 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
~~HlliGTOO 

Dear Mrs. Goldstein: 

October 28, 1943 

I am not well up on this White Paper 
but I know that immigration to all lands must 
be restricted by how many peoples the land can 
support and that will have to be the determining 
factor in Palestine. 

The Jewish people can live in other places 
and the future will be open to them as to all 
others, I am sure. 

Very Sincerely yours, 

(signed) Eleanor Roosevelt 
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PAlfSTlnf fOUnDATIOn fUna 
(l'e,teH ,://~) JIIC. - i,Q'711-C FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

OFFICERS 

Honorary Chairmen 
JULIAN W. MACK 
STEPHEN S. WISE 

President 
BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 

Chairman, Board of Directors 
LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 

Yice Chairmen 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HENRY MONSKY 
MRS. DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
ELIHU D. STONE 
ROBERT SZOLD 

Treasurer 
ABRAHAM GOODMAN 

Associate Treasurers 
JACOB H. COHEN 
ABRAHAM L. LIEBOVITZ 

Secretary 
HERMAN L. WEISMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
LEON GELLMAN 
EMANUEL GREENBERG 
LEO GUZIK 
MRS. EDWARD JACOBS 
ABRAHAM KRUMBEIN 
HARRIS LEVINE 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
HARRY PINE 
SOL REITER 
LOUIS P. ROCKER 
ALEXANDER SALZMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
ROBERT SILVERMAN 
DEWEY STONE 
SIGMUND THAU 
MORRIS WEINBERG 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

and offl cers 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK C I T Y 

MURRAY HILL 2-4448 

Dr. Abba Hillel Si lver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November J, 1943 

It is with great pleasure that I :r.cite 
to inform you thnt at the meeting of the Board of' 
Directors of the Palestine Found.2ti.on Fund (Keren 
Hayesod ) , Inc. following our Annual .:.eeting, on 
ctober '?8th, you were unanimously re-elected a 

Vice-Chairman of the Keren yesod. 

The forthcoming year promises to be of 
great importance in the work of the Keren Hayesod, 
both here and abroad , and we look forward to the 
benefit of your ctive participation and cooperation 
ith us in the work that lies ahead. 

bar.sb 

With kind greetings , I Am 

Sincer ely yours, 

Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
Pradent 



IXT~ 1'8011 1D IIDIGIST or PRESS AND EVDTS• OF 

RIVIIIONIST EfdCTI0!8 IN PAJ.E§TlNE 

On the 24th October, election, ware held in Paleatine to the •Morahon• 
(10Yerninc bod7) of the Paleatine 1eot1on of the •1ew Zioniat 0rg1ui1a.tion•. 
To auch u erlent ha1 Rni11on11t influence iA Paleatine decreaae4 in recent 
time• thet the election, arou1ed nr, little public intere1t. Indeed, they- woula 
undoubtedl7 have pasted without 8.D1' public eomnent had it not been for the fnct 
that for the firat time aince the 1ece11ion of the Rev11ioniet1 from the Ziclniat 
Orcanlaation one of the Rn11ioni1t1 faction, appeal• to the Rev11ioni1t electorate 
to aupport a polie1 calling for the return of the Revi1ioni1t1 to the Zionist 
Or1aal1ation and of the Rniaioniat worker, to the General Fecleration of 1ew1 h 
Labour. Thie faction, which calla i'\aelf •s1tna•aruth• (renewal) 1a headed by' 
Dr. Lubot1ti, who ha.I reoentl.J' been conductinc conaiderable propaganda 1n the pre11 
ud on public platfonu tor theae 14eae. The other Revi1ioni1t faction which parti­
clpate4 ia the election1, thouch d1Yi4ed among th•aelve,, were un1te4 in their 
opposition to the H1tna1aruth 111t and urce4 that the ooaplete independence of 
the Rev11ioni1t Moy•ent be retaiu4. 

It election adclre11, the Bitnaaruth faction at ted that•••, i.e. the Rew 
v111on11t Mov••nt) will be able to fulfill our mission in the Yi1huv onl7 if we 
recopl1e the inatitutioa1 of the YiahaY. A• lone aa we neglect the 250, 000 
aoule who are connected with and dependent on the Biatadruth, the ReTiaionist 
movement will nner be able to conver1 it1elf from mere fact i on into a mae1 mov.., 
•nt. The f 1rat 1tep toward I peace with the ••••• of the T1 ahuY au, t co•• from ue. 
le 1111t atop our artifioial iaolation. In the tirat plaOe, all o'1r working ••bera 
llllllt join the Hi1tadruth and con1titute inside lt a ma1s dynudc political bo47. 
All our other••••••" aene tile aaae national oau.ae 1a the re1peotiYe aooial 
or1ani1ation1 appropriate to th• (the indu1triali1t1, the m14dle claaa, etc.). The 
rnolutioDaJ7 atep on our part towarda breaking through the artificial barriers 
separating Jn1 from Jewa will releue 7our activi•t foroea who will join u1. Thua, 
an• national leaderahip wlll come about in the fora of a roung activist coalition. 
la order to eetabliah such a coalitioa, our aov•ent lhould alao be prepared te 
Jo1a the Z1oa11t Or1ani1atio6. 

The election, prooee4ed in complete cal.a. The Hitna'aruth liat received fifteen 
percent ot the aeata on the Revi11on1et "Morehon•. Althoucb tbe 41atr1but1on of 
1eat1 aaob1 the varioua Revieioairi tactioa1 on the n• •11orahoa• n• publilhe4, ti. 
••ber o t .ieotora •• ae&. 

BAlg'l'I of the 26th October wrote that the Rniaionlat eleot1ona hW not arouaed 
an7 public latereat, and that the7 bad aot been felt outaide the actual polllac 
atatiou. The paper alao mention•• the taot that when it1 correapendent had aated 
one of the Reviaioaiat leader• how •&DJ voter, had participated in the eleotiona he 
had reoe1TN the aaner that th11 wa1 an 1ntll'Jl&l •tter. Baaret1 alao 1tate« that 
thoach the tactlea which ur1N the oe11atioa et Rni1loal1t l1elatioa na 1tlll 
nat, •1t1 aupporter1 are increa1in1 in a•ber1.• 

MP!tP of the 21-tla October pub11ahed an ariiole bJ" 1t1 ataff correspondeat,Reaav, 
which atat .. that the Rni1ioal1t1 were faced by' the followlac alteJ'Jl&tlTe:•llther 
th•1 return to the Zioalat Orcanlaa'tiea, lite the left Poale lioa, or ther will 10 
IIJMI•, like the •1.1. PAR!'f". Thue are the onl.J alternatlve1, and there la no 
gettiq a.., fro• the tact.• 



C OP Y OF W I RE 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
41 EAST 42 ST 
NEW YORK CITY 

THE WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DO 

NOViMBER 1 7, 1943 

REGRET VERY MUCH UNABLE TO SEE YOU ON FRIDAY 

SAMUEL I • ROSENMAN 



To: -.:iss Cohen 
? ro. :Jud e R)thenberg 

Plese have : :o: tor n • Jo in tmen 1th 

Dr. s : 1ve~ a. ~ . VelikOilSk a .. s 0 a. pos iole 

concerning a V t-ry 1m o_ ta v .... a1., r in re;u.rd to 

our c'°)use. His el hone nut er is onument 2-2225. 

Dr. Velikovsky res i d e s at r 2s . 113 t h St. 



FUNCTIONS RESERVATION CARD 

United Pclestine Appeal 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

Gentlemen: 

~ will } I { will not attend the Oneg Shabbat at the 

National Conference for Palestine in Philadel­
phia, Saturday, May 1, 1943, at 2:00 P.M. 

I {:m not} attend the luncheon* on Sunday, 

May 2, 1943, at 1 :00 P.M. Please reserve 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . places. 
* luncheon reservation, $2.00 per person. 

{
will 1 . 

I will not S attend the concluding banquet t of 
the Conference on Sunday evening, May 2, 1943. 

Please reserve .. . ...... .... . places. 
t Banquet reservation, $3.50 per person. 

Check for ......... . ... dollars is enclosed. 

Name 

Address 

City .. .. ........ . ...... ... . .. . .. . ... .. . 

NOTE: OPA regulations make it imperative that reserva­
tions be made immediately in order to assure your 
accommodations. 



r. iaurioe Ro enb rg, 
A 1n1atrat1ve cretary, 
Je is Peopl a Canmittee 
G2 ~ st 17th ~tre t, 
Ne i Yark ; , N. Y. 

y dear r. Ro enb r: 

Jam Y 19, 1944 

'lb. nk you for your kirxl l tter of Janu cy 17th 
informing e of the resolutions h1ch ,ere 
passed at your me tinge dem ming the abro tion 
or the ,.1te Pe. r d thnt these resolutions 
had been forwarded tote ritiah baaaador. 

I need ·not tell you tmt deeply appreci te 
the e.saista.noe ioh you ering in this 
etru le inst the 1n1qu1to s policy to 
liqu date the Jo 1sh National Hane in Palestine. 

r 1 t all ood 1shes, I remain 

AUS: ; 

The Temple, 
Ansel Roe.d t E. 105 th , 
Cl vela.nd 1 Ohio 

very cordially yours, 



BERNARD G. RICHARDS 
103 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

--r. A :J. l l ~ 1 "Tt=).,.. 
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PALESTlnE fOUnDATIOn fUnD 
( K_e,,,,e,,i ol,/~) J11e. - i,ctt;i • ., FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT Of THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

OFFICERS 

Honorary Chairmen 
JULIAN W. MACK 
STEPHEN S. WISE 

President 
BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 

Chairman, Board of Directors 
LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 

Vice Chairmen 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HENRY MONSKY 
MRS. DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
ELIHU D. STONE 
ROBERT SZOLD 

Treasurer 
ABRAHAM GOODMAN 

Associate Treasurers 
JACOB H. COHEN 
ABRAHAM L. LIEBOVITZ 

Secretary 
HERMAN L. WEISMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
LEON GELLMAN 
EMANUEL GREENBERG 
LEO GUZIK 
MRS. EDWARD JACOBS 
ABRAHAM KRUMBEIN 
HARRIS LEVINE 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
HARRY PINE 
SOL REITER 
LOUIS P. ROCKER 
ALEXANDER SALZMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
ROBERT SILVERMAN 
DEWEY STONE 
SIGMUND THAU 
MORRIS WEINBERG 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

and officers 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

N E W Y O R K C f T Y 

MURRAY HILL 2-4448 

J 

I • •-lo d.ng heNwllb tor ,vv cona1 
tion the itea. that JOI& est.re 1n connects.on th ur 
with eenator ilson, 

l. 

e IA • 
te aper ot l 22 

4. • msant-,u reeolution ot the 
the Houe 1n 1922, cb w 

by PM 1da\ ........... ,. ..... ng. 

I need not tell you how a,r."rll .. ,c1 tiY all 
re ot tiM etforte th t 10u rill IIAke towud ov OOMOa o u•. 

'tr 1• th• ona1 u t.1ae r OJ" action 'Which 11&1 lcNp ale ttlMI 
open • a •Jo,. tield tor Jewish 1-1 tton in Ne ot 
the retugeea. 

It •• " . leaave to ••t 10" })4Jreonall.7, 
1 a• conveJi..a8 t.o ' • Silver, Chai of the Aaaric o 
t-<lll.a•l,fJJJ07 Oouacil, -, ot your l lingn• • to l p in our 
au••• 

1th kind penoMl reg a, 1 aa 

~ 1ncerel7 • ve 

rMrC1 A. ..nblat\ 
1N•ident 
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PALESTINE FOUNDATION F I NI) 

Pruidu,t 
Bcrnar<l . Rosenblatt 

Chuir111,m, 130,,ul of DireLlors 
Israel Gol<lstcin 

l 'ice-( /,,,i, ""''' 
M rs. i\losc,, P. Ep tcin 
Leon Gell man 

olomon Goldman 
Lou is E. Levin tha l 
Lou i Lip ky 
H nrr fo nsJ...y 
H arrr A. P inc 
M rs. Davi<l dcSola Pool 
Charle · R ess 
Morris Rotl1enberg 
Abba H illd ih er 
Eli hu D . Scone 
Robert ' zold 
Da, i<l erthcim 

tcphen , . \Vi c 

Tre,1 .1111, 1 

Abraham Goodman 

Anrni11t ,, Tre,111,rer.1 

J acob I I. Cohen 
Abraham L. Liebovit.£ 

Sec/'l: I ,11 ·_1 

I Jerman L. ~ cisman 

Ad111i11i,t r,1/ i t 'C C.0111111i/fee 

Emanuel Greenberg 
\' 7illiam Greenfield 
Isaac Hamlin 
M rs. Ec.lwar<l Jacobs 
I. 1. Ko , a hk, 
Abraham Kru;nh(•in 
Harris Le, inc 
'ennour Le, inc 
Ir{ ing M iller 
Emanuel cumann 
, ol Reiter 
Lou is P. Rocker 
Robert Silverman 
Dew y tone 
Da,iJ annenhaum 
. igmund Thau 
J Tor r i W'cinherg 

an d officers 

rI A UAL I 1,'TRU 1E 'T OF T I IF JE\Vl.' 11 AGF, ( Y H)H P,\Ll '-l rI~L 

Dr. Abba Hillel ~ilver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

4 1 E A T . f 2 n J ' T R E [ T 

E \'<' YORK 17, E \X' YOPK 
M R R A H I L L 2 - .f .; -i 8 

January 28, 1944 

f 

closed herewith is a copy of a letter that I have written 
to I,ir. Josph Brady of Des 10ines, a prominent attorney who is on in­
timate terms wl t h Senator ~ilson, and who has promised to help us w.i.. t h 
the resolution. 

While I w sin Des boines l A.st week, I had a moat revealing 
conversation with Gardiner Cowle, Jr., the well-lmown newsp per pro­
prietor and editor of the Des l.ioines Register and Tribune. As you 
probably recall, he was the right-hand man of Wendell ,!illld.e on his 
t rip round the world, and he told me of an i ncident in Government 
House in Jerusalem, when iilDcie urged upon the High Commi sioner 
the importance and the duty of admitting large Jewish immigr tion 
into PalPstine. Aacilicnael countered with t he objection that even 
the United States was not admitting Jewish immigration up to the 
quota limit, Rnd that it ill behooved Americans to criticize the 
British Uovernment for failing to do its share. 

Of course, I pointed out to Cowles that the situntion was 
not at all an lagous; that we were not asking something out of pity 
or mercy, but something to which we were entitled from GreRt Britain 
as a matter of right, under the 1'18.ndate. Cowles admitted this, but 
said that he could not understand why the Jews of this country were 
not up in arms against the State Dep~rtment, which refuses to permit 
entry of refugees even within the limits of the quota system. I told 
him that this was not the time to raise an issue with our State De­
partment, especially so because he mentioned the fact that 1195• of 
the Jews were in favor of Roosevelt" for I did not v.·ant to make it appear 
as a political is ue. 

In any even~ I think it is important for you to know that the 
action of our tate Department in restricting immigration is causing us 
trouble not only for the refugees here, but for the possibility of 
rescue abroad. 

I thought you ought to lmow about this. 

With kind regards, I am 

har.sb 
ernard A. Rosenblatt 
President 



j~ aro11-Jtf arr ell l ionist ®rganization 

A. FREYMAN, AARON J. ROBBINS, 
President Financial Secretary and Treasurer 

WlLLIAM FEINBERG, 
Vice President 

·e ruar•y ..) , 19 44 

a i 1. b ... illol ilv~r 
l~vel J.J. , 

Le~r .ar.oi i lver: 

ur uant t your r~que t f ~8oru ry , 
a.l. n re i i th ., 1 1 O i .i g C ~ Of !J. 13 ·r r m 

local ~~~ra cy ~c~.itte . 

I a .. s ls 
.1.'frrell ., a ., 

for~ar ing s m. t ur e 
'J ii c also a a 1 - ca 1 ~.ner g11nc 

RABBI IDNEY RIBACK, 
Recording ecretary 

19 44, I 
., t by ur 

g city of 
'or.u i tt30 . 

.... o ... i • t1 t tr is , eet wii t ,your 
r 9 a y c 1 s er t • i o ni st Vi ct or· y, . o 

• roval, ana wit .. 

.ry t ruly y urs, 

r vt .. 11 'IT I 

1/,c 
J . obblns 



(J .I. 

Pebruary J , 1 44 

fj_ e le gram .1.~ L 

uur local ➔.mergency Uommi ttee re resenting v,=,ry Je11ish 
vrganization in nar n, a . tna.t 1s 1 .1.terested in .t'al~sti e as a 
future .nome for J0ws, endors9s and strongly urg s favorable 
consid ration of ... 1ous R0solutions 418 and 419 by .1.1ouse For .,ign 
. ffairs ' orunitt .,e. ..e i ill be forever grateful t you for your 
fforts in be olf of t 10s resolutions , icn S'3ek to rescu 

survivors of zi rs cutions and gu ..... rantee a. home for 1,he 
1/'{ 11 "'in of Je i r1 p~ople in distress . 

0 ro1 Je isn ~mergency o~~ittee 
.nur on J . Roboin , cnairman . 



Yonkers, arch 8 , 1944 

My dear Dr . Silver,-

I mentionned once to You the idea of a "Palestine Yearbook" that 

shall become the standard source of current information on ~alestine and 

Zionism . I was not able to work further on that idea because I was then 

fully absorbed in prepar · ng,at a requesttt from London,an up-to - date edition 

of Jews in Palestine" . ,, 
The present situation of our movement in America increases in my , 

opinion1 the value and the chances of this proposal . I hope that You will 

find time to read the enclosed 11 ttle memorandum , and to re·ach a decision 

on it . To issue such a Yearbook for 570S, the work on it m st be ttart d 
(#YI, L~✓i"/ 

:ithout delay-~ r 

Abraham Revusky, 
84 Sanford treet , 
Yonker s , N. Y. 

Your• s ,v th _lion's greet i gs 

and fall respects, 

Abraham Revusky 



:lliirl'J,-jixlh Annual o,.Jer 2)ag, 2)inner 

in honor of 

JUDGE MORRIS ROTHENBERG 

UPON HlS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND OF AMERICA 

March 14, 1944 
Sponsored by 

ORDER SONS OF ZION 
220 Fifth Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 3-7950 
HONORARY CHJ\lRMENDr. Abba. Hillel Silver , 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
JUDGE LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HARRY A. PINE 
ROBERT SZOLD 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 
JACOB SINCOFF 

The Temnle, 
Ansel Road flt East 106t"1 St., 
Cl evel::i.nd, Ohio 

Dear Doctor: 

The Order Son~ of Zion, the fraternal ZioniRt OrganizRtion of 
CHAIRMAN America , will obRe,..ve its 36th Anniver~ar:v At P Dinner on 

DR. HARR1s J. LEVINE April 8nd, At Hote Commoaore, W' th Rn Attendance of over 1500 
renresPntative~ from Jewish Co'TlIIluni ties thro,1;-hout the coun ry. 

VICE-CHAIRMEN 
ISAAC ALLEN 
SAMUEL BERSON 
MAURICE M. BOUKSTEIN 
MENDEL N. FISHER 
HYMAN J. FLIEGEL 
ABRAHAM GOODMAN 
HARRY GRAYER 
LEO GUZIK 
JOSEPH KRAEMER 
ABRAHAM KRUMBEIN 
SAMUEL MARKEWICH 
ISRAEL MATZ 
RABBI IRVING MILLER 
\ 1AX PERLMAN 
ABRAHAM A. REDELHEIM 
LOUIS RIMSKY 

This event iq dedicP.tec to the Jewish Nation~] Fund hich 
redeems, through the volunta.ry contributionc- of th1=> JPwish 
people, the soil of Palest ·ne for the -perme.nent and proauctive 
settlement of refugees from Nazi-occupied !:Inds . The lA.nd so 
redeemea rem~ins in neroetuity the posseseion of the entire 
J ewish peonle . 

Judge Morris Rothenberg, who w;is recently una.nimously elected 
President of the Jewi~h NationPJ F,ma will , in reco,c;ni tion of 
his magnificent lePdership t n the c~u~e of our people Rn~ to 
the ideals o f DemocrPcy, be the guest of honor . For mA.ny years , 

1.ou1s P. ROCKER AS the President of the Zio .., ist OrgA,niz::ition of America , Anfl flS {~ig~ !~~~t:if ROSENBLATTco- Chairman of tre Ameriea.n Council of the J ewish Age~cy, repre­
MRS. ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN sent ing Zionists ;:ind non-Zionists, he h.,s been our courA.geous 
IIFRMAN L. WEISMAN leader and hA.s given of his tR.1 ents a,nd gi fts to the servic e 

Secretar)1 

HERMAN 2. Q U ITTM AN 

Ho11orary Secreltlry 

BoR1s MAn.couN 

Tuasurer 

J Aeon Is1--r Km --IOR 

of J ewry and humanity. 

May I take this opnortunity of re~nect f ully inviting you to 
send a bri ef messa ,e which is to be nublished i n the special 
edition of our month y j ournal . Your message will gre tly 
heart en our members t hroughout the count ry who are devoting 
their time and efforts to this noble work. I t wi ll al so 
give recognition to J udge Ro t henberg , whose lifetime of serv­
ice to our country i~ well known to you. 

ORDER DAY COMMITTEE- . 
FOR CAMPS ~ 1 nce we a,re goin_ to press on MR.rch ?4t h , i t i,,oulo be ver y 

f orward your ~reet ing on much apnreciP.tea tf you ,ould kin~ly 
JosEI>H_ KLEIMAN or before t hat dat e . 

Cha1m11m 

SAMUEL FISHMAN 
MORRIS ELLIS 
IR YING SLOAN 

Co-Chairmen 

Resnectful1y yours , 

Sunday evening, April 2nd, 1944 Hotel Commodore 



ar"b 14, 1944 

r. Abraham Rnuaty, 
84 sanford Street~ 
Yontera, e Tort. 

IIJ' dear r. Rnuaty: . '( 
l 

Thank ,ou for your kindnea■ in sending me a 
memorandu■ on t e Palestine Year Boot whtoh J'OU 
propoee. I read it •1th a grea de 1 of interest 
and I aee ■uoh value in your proposal. I believe 
that it would be a welcome contribution to Zlonlat 
educ a t1onal m ter1'al. 

I u afraid, however, that t e Zionlat Dlergenoy 
Council 11 not the body to undertake 1te publlc&tlon. 
It should be r~f~rred to the Z1on1 t Or~nlsatlon of 
America. The erg ncy Oounoll 11, after 11, aa the _ 
n•e 1gnif1ee, an ad boo organization to oarry on a 
epeoial polltloal aot1T1ty ·for the duration, and 1 ■ 
not ohar~ed 1 t the resp ns1 bl 11 ty of the entire 
field of Zionist eduoatton and pmpat(81lda. 

I would aug~est th t you h ve a talk with Dr. Goldatein 
when he return, from En~land. so■e a t1ef otory aolu­
tion may be found. 

1th all good lsbea, I remain 

Kot cordially yours, 

AHS: EK Abba Hillel SllTer 



\ 
LAW OFFl~ES , 

B. A. ROSENtATT 
40 EXCHANGE -'E Ir- V ...-~ >. .. \ 

NEW YORK CITY ./ I ,--~ 

TELEPHONE HANOVER 2 -015110 

CABLE " ROENS " NEW YORK 
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A Long Silence • 
IS Brok-en (Continued from Page 2) 

when America is in the midst of building oil reservoirs 
in the Middle East, it would be the greatest folly to give 
Hitler effective means of propaganda to set the Arab 
world against the U.S.A." He counted up 300,000,000 
antagonistic Moslems ( an astronomical figure which must 

·include the Moslems of China, Malaya, the East Indies 
and Africa) and asked whether the American people 
"would want their sons to die to maintain order among 
Lhe Arabs." This, it was suggested, might even lead to 
anti-Semitism in the United States. 

Emanuel Neumann, of New York, replying to the 
Arabs? pointed out that the Arabs were perhaps the great­
est beneficiaries of Allied victory in the first World War, 
that the Arab world had achieved perhaps 99 per cent of 
its goal, and that Arab lands are vast and under popu­
lated. 

"What have we done to or against the Arabs? I have 
seen a revolution, not of rioting, but of economic develop­
ment," said Dr. Wise. "The coming of the Jews not only 
raised the standards but the Arabs today are free people." 

* * * 
Representatives of the American Council for Judaism 

persisted in the attempt to lead Congress into believing 
that Jews, both here and in Europe, were seriously 
divided. 

Rabbi Morris S. Lazaron of Baltimore was certain that 
Europe's Jews would not want to go to Palestine. He felt 
that "a new spirit is abroad in Europe" and that "evacu­
ees will refuse to be saved when machinery will be set up 
to take them out." 

The question of a Jewish Commonwealth was an intra­
Jewish matter and "no business of Congress," he insisted. 
This brought a rebuke from Congressman Will Rogers, 
Jr. of California, who said: "This IS a matter for Cong­
ress. The fact that the Jews are divided does not enter 
into the matter. This is a political matter for this country 
and a matter of importance for the future of democracy. 
That it is an intra-Jewish feud is of no importance." 

Rabbi William H. Fineshriber of Philadelphia asked: 
"Does the resolution mean that all Palestine citizens have 
to be Jews and Jews outside Palestine cease to be Jews 

or does it mean a mixed pattern?" 
* * * 

The American Jewish Committee submitted a memor­
andum urging abrogation of the British White Paper and 
free Jewish immigration under an international trustee-

ship responsible to the United Nations, deferring final 
determination of the "controversial" question of a Jewish 
Commonwealth. 

* * * 
Last wilncss was Louis Lipsky, chairman of the admin­

istrative committee of the CONFERENCE, who slraighteucd 
out the record, once and for all, as to where American 
Jewry stood on the issue. He described the representative 
character of the • CONFERENCE and the democratic pro­
cedures which brought it into being. 

"At the end of the proceedings," he said, "every Jew 
in the United States was convinced that this represented 
the opinion of the Jews of this country. Now, how are 
you going to avoid the impression that there are some 
who do not agree? Mr. Rosenwald testified here that he 
represented, after an effort, after an expenditure of quite 
a good deal of money, the achievements of 2,500 Jews 
who had registered with the American Council for Juda­
ism- 2,500 as against the 2,500,000 Jews who were in 
the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE. 

"If that is dissension, then the United States is a seeth­
ing maelstrom of dissension. If that is dissension England 
today, in the midst of the war, is a turbulent revolutionary 

country. If that is dissension, where a very insignificant 
minority refuses to abide by a majority rule, then of 
course we have dissension. In any well-ordered democ­
racy that would be regarded as disorderliness, not dissen• 
sion, and that is the refusal on the part of eccentric per­

sons to abide by the majority rule." 
* * * 

The situation today reflects a sharp advance ovrr that 

of last summer. Up until that t.ime, there had been a 
steady deterioration in the _ battle for Jewish rights to 
Palestine. The adoption of the Palestine resolution by 
the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE with its de­
--;nand for a Jewish Commonwealth was a turning point. 
It marked the end of the retreat. The introduction of the 
Congressional resolution fo11owed. The resolutions have 
precipitated public controversy; but on all sides there is 
evidence that the majority of Americans are joining as 
advocates of the Jewi h cause. President Roosevelt's 
declaration is government recognition of the strengthen­
ing of the Jewish position. There is little doubt that ,tltc 
problems of post-war Jewry are now high on the agenda 
of public interest and discussion. A year ago, these prob­
lems were engulfed in a deep and jndifferent silence. 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman; * Jacob Alson, *Ccdaliah 

Bublick, *Rabbi A. Simon Federbusch, *Rabbi Solomon B. 
Freehof, Rabbi Wolf Gold, *Dr. Robert Gordis, Mrs. Samuel 
W. Halprin, •Isaac Hamlin, *Rabbi James G. Heller, *Sidney 
Hollander, •H. P. Koppleman, *Max A. Kopstein, Judge Louis 
E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Judge Samuel Mellitz, •Judge 

\Torris Rothenberg, Isidor Sack, Max J. Schneider, Mrs. Albert 
P. choolman, Carl Sherman, *Herman Shulman, *Dr. Benja­
min Shwadron *William I. Siegel, *Mrs. Simon Sobeloff, 
~•Robert Szold,' *David M. Watchmaker, David Wertheim. 

*Coopted 

.. 
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In and About the Conference 
Adolph Rosenberg, president of the Union of Ameri­

can Hebrew Congregations, has accepted cooption as a 
member of the Interim Committee of the American 
Jewish Conference. 

In Chicago, more than 1,500 American Jewish Confer­

ence electors met on March 1st to hear a progress report 
on the Conference from Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. The 

meeting adopted a resolution endorsing the Palestine 
resolution pending in Congress. Judge Harry M. Fisher 
presided. 

* 

The post-war resolution ot the Conference was sub­
mitted to UNRRA when it was first organized. The Com­
mission on Post-War Reconstruction is now preparing a 

memorandum to be presented to UNRRA, embodying 
recommendations from constituent organizations. 

* * * 
The Student Association of Hebrew Union College has 

corne out with a statement demanding abrogation of the 
Palestine White Paper and the establishment of a Jewish 

Commonwealth, expressing support for and criticizing 

secession from the Conference, and urging that at future 

meetings, "no organization shall be excluded which repre­
sents any segment of American Jewish life." 

* * 
By vole of 31 to 6 the Board of Jewish Minister of 

Philadelphia has endorsed the American Jewish Confer­
ence. "We voice our deep satisfaction at the desire for 

unity manifested by American Jewry in the creation of 
the American Jewish Conference in this time of Israel's 
great emergency, and endorse the objectives of the Con­

ference" they said. "It is our hope that the American 

Jewish Conference will remain the united voice of Ameri­
can Jewr and to that end we earnest1v a1;meal that ways 
and means be found for the reaffiliation of the American 
Jewish Committee, even as other groups within the Con­
ference although dissenting from one item or another 

in the resolutions have found the way to remain within 
the Conference for the sake of unity in Israel." 

* 
More than 50 members of the House and Senate have 

written to the Conference declaring their support for 
the Palestine resolutions. The text of the Conference 

resolution was sent to all members of Congress. 

COMMISSION ON POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION 
OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Rabbi Maurice N. Ei~cn<lrath and Hayim Green­
berg, co-chairmen, *Samuel Bisgyer, *Rabbi Samuel 
Brod, *Meyer Brown, Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen, *Prof. H . .T. 
Ettlinger, Miss Jane Evans, *Israel Feinberg, *Benjamin 
Gebiner, •Samuel Goldstein, Prof. Mordecai M. Kaplan, Jaoob 
Marrus, *Mrs. Albert J. May, Abral1am Miller, *l:lerman 

Roth stein, Louis Segal, *Charles ll. Sherman, Mrs. ll<'rrnan 
Shulman, *Mrs. Archibald Silverman, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, 
*Rabbi Jo hua Trachtenberg, Mrs. Joseph M. Wrlt, Rahhi 
David Wier, *Leo Wolfson. 

A number of expi>rlH is being cooplcd by the Commission. 

Muller, Dr. Joachim Prinz, *Dr. Jacob Robinson, Samuel '-' Coopled 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
521 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Congressman Will Rogers, Jr. 
Congressman Andrew L. Somers 
Congressman Harry R. Sheppard 
Konrad Bercovici 
Louis Bromfield 
Ben Hecht 
George W. Matheson 

Dean, St. John University 
The Right Rev. Edward Thomas Demby 

Bishop, Ohio 
George L. Brown 

Dean, South Dakota State College 
Rabbi Philip Bookstaber 
Dr. Bernard Drachman 
Nathan George Horwitt 
May Lewis 
Isidor Lipschutz 
Lawrtnce Lipton 
Reverend James M. Martin 
Herbert Moore 

P,-esident, Transradio Press 
Rabbi Baruch E. Rabinowitz 
Curt Reis 
D. B. Robertson 
Irving Taite! 
Alex Wilf 

11 WEST FORTY-SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Dea.r Mr. Sa ck: 

April 17, 1944 

The war against Germany is approaching its climax. The 
onslaught from the West is imminent. In this terrible 
war the Hebrew people of Europe - more than any other -
is paying with torrents of blood, suffering, torture and 
death. Their casualties, numbering more than two million 
dead, surpass those of all the European United Nations 
combined, with the exception of Russia. Yet, this people, 
is denied representation both in any Council of the 
United Nations and on the field of battle. • 

Worse than that, they are not even being given a fair 
chance to survive. The Naz is have already moved into 
Hungary, Rumania and Bul garia . While the shadow of 
death reaches out to find Europe's Jews in t heir last 
precarious asylum, the doors of Palestine are being 
hermetically sealed to t he t wo millions trapped there. 

In view of t he situation , we , a group of Americans , responding to an 
appeal by the Hebrew Committee of Nationa l Libe ration, decided to 
launch a vigorous campaign with the followi ng three fold purpose: 

(a) To open the doors of Palestine to the 
escaping Hebrews of Europe. 

(b) To bring about the formation of a 
Hebrew Palestine Army to participate 
in the invasion of Europe and the 
occupation of Germany. 

(c) To secure recognition of the Hebrew 
people of Europe and Palestine as a 
nation with rights of representation 
in the councils of the United Na­
tions and at the peace table. 

This program is i n line with the principles of the Proclamation on the 
Moral Rights of Stateles s and Palestinian Jews, an historic document that 



- 2 -

we have decided to implement by the organization of an Ameri can 
League for a Free Palestine. 

Knowing of your deep appreciation of the inhuman disaster which 
confronts the Hebrew people of Europe today, we feel confident of 
your active support for this new freedom movement. We trust tha t 
we may count you among the members of the Sponsoring Committee 
of the American League for a Free Palestine. Enclosed you will 
find a draft of the aims and objectives of the American League as 
they will be submitted to the Inaugural Congress of the League, 
to be held in June, 1944. We would appreciate your filling out 
the enclosed card and returning it to us. 

Cordially yours, 

~ l 1f g J r:.C. 



41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: VANDERBILT 6-3780 
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PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND 

President 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt 

Chairman, Board of Directors 
Israel Goldstein 

Vice-Chairmen 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein 
Leon Gellman 
Solomon Goldman 
Louis E. Levinthal 
Louis Lipsky 
Henry Monsky 
Harry A. Pine 
Mrs. David deSola Pool 
Charles Ress 
Morris Rothenberg 
Abba Hillel Silver 
Elihu D. Stone 
Robert Szold 
David Wertheim 
Stephen S. Wise 

Treasurer 
Abraham Goodman 

Associ,ite Treamrers 
Jacob H. Cohen 
Abraham L. Liebovitz 

Secretary 
Herman L. Weisman 

Administrative Committee 
Emanuel Greenberg 
W illiaro Greenfield 
Isaac Hamlin 
Mrs. Edward Jacobs 
I. M. Kowalsky 
Abraham Krumbein 
Harris Levine 
Seymour Levine 
Irving Miller 
Emanuel Neumann 
Sol Reiter 
Louis P. Rocker 
Robert Silverman 
Dewey Stone 
David Tannenbaum 
Sigmund Thau 
Morris Weinberg 

and officers 

(1(eren 3-falf esod ), ilnc. - -r,o,~ iii' 
FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK 
MURRAY HILL 2-4448 

L~ y Jl, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have your letter and I had already spoken 
to Judge Simon Rifkind in connection vd. th t he proposed 
Legal Committee. 

Judge Rifkind is very desirous of helping, but 
feels that he ought not, as a JUdge, be an official 
chairman of such a committee . He has promised me that 
he wolll~icially work and meet with tne Cammi ttee at 
any and all times. Accordingly, I have taken it upon 
myself to invite a few people to meet with Judge Rifkind 
in the near future Rnd see if we can constitute a good 
group to serve as counsel to the Emergency Council. 

bar. ab 

You will hear from me in the next few days. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours 

Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
President 



J 2 1 

Ju e B rn rd • R nb • t, Pr s • ent 
Palestine FoWld tion Fund 
41 East 42nd t. 
Ne Yor N.Y. 

r Ju e R nblatti 

T"n y u for your k1n:l letter o~ y i1. 

I fi ........ to note r your lett r t J • 
Rif ind 111 a ist ·noffici ... lly in t '.e orlc f t.e 
c- ittee. I wo a .. reel te it if .,ou let e ve 
t e n es of t e .. >eople ......... _ . u have invited o eet 1th 
Jude Rifkind. I y i h toads e ~ddit1onal n es. 
I ill ,.ro bly see ~o t eat on on i• 

1th 11 good i es, 

fJ r1 c i, l .. urs , 

I :BK 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Emergency Committee Chairmen Date 
July 25, 1944 

Fro 1n Rabbi Irving Miller, Chainnan, Community Contacts Connnittee 

The .American Zionist Emergency Council has within the past few weeks achieved 
victories of the greatest political significance. On June 27 the Republican 
National Convention included in its platform a plank which declRred: 

"In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, 
women and children driven from thoir homes by tyrruiny, we call 
for the opening of Pn.lestine to their unrestricted irnrnigrntion 
and lruid ownership, so that in ~ccordmce with the full intent 
and purpose of the Balfour Decln.ration of 1917 ;:md tho Resolu­
tion of a Ropublicrui Congress in 1922, Palestine mr:cy- be consti­
tuted ns n free .1nd democratic Commonweal th ••• 11 

Three weeks l'.1.ter, on July 20, the Democr-:i.tic N.1.tion:\l Convention went on 
record as follows: 

"We favor the opening of PRlcstine to unrestricted Jewish immi­
gration Md coloniz3tion, ruid such a policy as to result in the 
establishment there of r-1 froe .1nd d0r:1ocratic Jewish Commonwon.lth. '' 

For the first tine in Americtm history both mr-1jor poli ticA.l p:u-ties hn.vo issued 
clear-cut, vigorous endorsements of Zionist ~ims . These pl:mks serve to empha­
size what we in the Emergency Council h~vo known for some time -- th:\t ,1ll over­
whelming majority of .Americ:ms ,1.ro with us. They n.lso indic.1.to the tremendous 
progress made in our progrAm of cduc.1.tion :.nd public rel.1.tions - for the 
r-1doption of those pl.1.nks m.,y not have boon possible v1i thout the intensive ri.cti­
vi ty carried on over A. period of m,my months in W~shington n.nd elseTihore by the 
Emergency Council md by all of tho locn.l Er:iergoncy Comnittees. 

It should be noted th.1.t the securing of these resolutions wn.s ,1. nost difficult 
task. During tho Republic.w Nationtl Convention in Chic11go, the chnirnM of tho 
executive committee, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, :md his associates put inn. ~ook 
of feverish, nerve-wracking ~ork bofore a Pn.lostine plru1k emerged from tho GOP 
Resolutions Committee. Tho co-chnirmnn of the Council, Dr. Stephen So Wise, 
and his associ~tes experienced an equally arduous eight d,q,ys durine tho Dono• 
cratic N~tional Convention. The gren.test degree of tenacity, courn.go :ind 
political wisdom ~as required in both cases. Let us be thr-mkful that our le,-:w.­
ers possessed these qualities in abundnnce. 

Tho Pnlestine planks, hm1ever tronendous their significn.nco, should be regn.rdod 
as tuo more milestonos on our ron.d to cor.ipletc victory. Hm1ever, they should 
reinforce our conviction thn.t the dn.y when P:ucstino uill bo estn.blished r-is n. 
free and democratic Jeuish Commonwe~lth is not too far distmt. I urge you to 
strengthen your Conni tteo so th,1,t it is .'3.ble to cope with the problcns uhich 
will 1.rise during tho next three or four nonths, the most criticn.l period in 
tho history of our r.iovonont. The final battle lies nhcnd :md '7ill require our 
undiminished effort. 

I would .9.pprociate having your re3ction or the reaction of sono of tho lead.ors 
of your comnunity to the subject of this coT'.lr.lunic~tion, ns well as MY suggest­
ions which you m:zy havo for our future activity. 
IM:EG 



COPY OF LETTER FROM THE 
WAR DEPARTMENT TO SENATOR TAFT 

Honorable Robert A. Taft 
United States Senato 
~ashington, D. C. 

My dear Senator: 

WAR DEF ART 1·/.ENT 
Washington 

10 October 19•±4 

I refer to your letter of September 12, 194~, regarding s.R. 
247, introduced by Senator Wagner and your self on the subj ect of 
opening the doors of Palestine to the free entry of Jews into that country. 

At the time your resolution was being considered by the 
Foreign Relations Committee the endorsement of such a proposal by 
the Congress had grave implications which would seriously have 
interfered with the progress of the war. In response to your 
inquiry I ha7e re iewed the considerations which applied at that 
time. I find that there is still strong feelin5 on the part of 
many officers in my department that the passage of such a r esolution 
would interfere with our .military effort. However, I do feel that 
the military considerations which led to my previous action in 
opposing the passage of this resolution are not as strong a factor now as thy w~ro then, 

In my judgment, political considerations nov; outweigh tho 
military, and the issue should bo determined upon tho political rather than the militnry basis. 

( signed) 

Sincerely, 

Henry L. Stimson 

Secretary of War 



.AMI!i1UCAN ZIOIHST EMERGEIJCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison ~venue 

Now York 17, N. Y. 

Evor since tho military roquostcd postpononent of action on tho Palestine 

Resolutions which wor0 introduced in Con6ro~s, tho Ar.torican Zionist Eril 'J rgoncy 

Council hns boon onorgotically working to havo thcso objoctionn romovod . Tho 

Council mo.de numerous rcprosontations to tho War Dopartrncnt, and both Senator 

Robert Fe Vlagnor and Sonator Robert A. Taft, co-sponsors of tho Resolution, 

oxortod their efforts to this ond. 

Senator Taft wrote to Secretary of 1rar Stirnson u month ago ur gently soliciti11[ 

a reply as to whether the Wur Department's objections still prevuiled in view of 

the changed military situution. 

Senator To.ft has authorized Dr . Abba Hillel Silver, Executive Conr.-dt tee Ch i:,5.-i:-­

mo.n of the Council, to make public the following reply v1hich Senator Taf t roc uj -J .r 

frcm tho Sec rotary of Vlar s 

YI.AR DEP AATMENT 
Vio.shingt on 

10 October 1944 

Ronoro.blo Robert A• To.ft 
United Stutes Sona.to 
·::ashington, D. c. 

1-:Iy doo.r Scnutor: 

I rcfor to your letter of September 12, 19 441 regarding S,R. 247, introduce d 

by Sona.tor Wagnor und yourself on tho subject of opening tho doors of Pulcstin0 

to the free entry of Jews into that country. 

At the time your resolution wus being considered by the Foreign Relo.tions 

Committee the endorser.i0nt of such u proposal by the Congress ho.d grava ir.tplicnti ons 

which vwuld seriously ho.vo interfered vdth tho pro(;rcss of tr.c wur. In ros1 o:1so 

to your inquiry I hn.vo roviewod tho considerations which uppliod o.t tho.t timo . 

I find thut thor0 is still strong fooling on the po.rt of many offieors in ray 

dopn.rtmont tho.t tho pas sago of such n rosol ution ,vould intorforo vii th our 

military effort • Howovord I do fool tho.t tho milito.ry considorutionn which lo<l 

t o rn.y previous action in -~ the pas::;age of this rosolution nre not ns 

Gtrong o. factor now o.s they were then. 

In my judgment, politico.l considerntions now oub·weigh the military, nnd tlw 

issue should be determined upon the political ruther than tho 1.1ilit nry basis . 

Sinccroly, 

(signed) Henry L. Stimson 

Socrotnry of War 



A Memorandum on the 

Palestine Yearbook 
aonfidential 

To the Zionist Emergency Council 
By Abraham Revu.sky, Yonkers, N.Y. 

Gentlemen,-

For the fourth consecutive year I am writing the Palestine review in 
the 11 Jewish Yearbook". And although LI tried to squeze in- in the lim­
ited space at my disposal- as many facts and fdgures as pos siolt'-,the result, 
for myself, was a disappointment. While other people praized the quality a.nd 
impartia•ity of my review I became ever more conscious that THE IMPORTANCE 
OF ?ALESfllE I CURRENT JE'.,ISH LIFE aNIJ THE VA IETY OF ITS ACHIEV ··~NT ' AND 
P OBLEM~REQ,U IRE CURRENT I J O MAT ION O A ruuH LARQ~R SCaLE • 

Such an information cannoe be derived from books.Although offering the 
basic facts even the best of them are unable to cope with frequ~nt changes. 
Articles and news items,however useful, have a limited scope. 

What is urgently needed is a "Palestine Yearbook 11 which shall become 
indispensable on the desk of every Zionist who may have to talk on Palestine 
in Public,and even answer questions of his friends. 

The size of the proposed yearbook shall be lim$ted to about 150 pages. 
It shall contain: 

l)Three or four articles on special subjects reflecting important chan 
ges in Palestine's life auring the year in review.Fox instance,in the next 

earbook for 5705 I would like to see ar t icles on the post-war prospects of 
falestine's industry,on possible public works in connection with a mass imm~ 
gration,on the Vi ar and the Arab economy of Palestine,etc. Such articles, as 
a rule shall be assigned by the editor of the Yearbook to leading experts in 
Palestine.An articee on an outstanding personality which may exceed the usual 
frame of 1\ehronology11 may be likewise included,as an exception,in this part. 

2) A chronology of the year divided into several major categories like 
a economic facts; 
b political facts; 
c culture and gealth activities; 
d labor movement; 
e facts on Arab life; etc. 

3) Important statistics,from Government,Agency,Histadrut souroes,on 

a figures on population (incl.vital statistics); 
b foreign and domestic trade ;communications; 
c immigration and emigration;tourist traffic. 
d prices and cost of living;incomes and wages. 
e agricultural developments,crops,settlement. 
f industrial progress, credit and banking; 
g O Education and health activities, etc. 

4) Names and description of new settlements establishe<l during the 
year; important additi~s in the industrial fields. 

'-·· , , 
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5) Description of cultural progress. Higher educational work.Press, 
book publishing,theater,music,arts. List of publications. 

6) Developments in the religious field.Religious education (Yeshiboth). 

7) Important developments and activities in neighboring countries. 

8) News on Zionist funds,budgets and activities,in Palestine and abroad, 
with special emphasis on Zionist and pro-Palestine activities in America. 

9) Necrology (Important deaths in Palestir.e,and the Zionist world). 

This program is tentative.In the course of editorial work other subjects 
may be included . 

- - - -
The need for a Palestine Yearbook exists since years.It was not,however, 

a practical project as long as it would have to be undertaken by a single 
Zionist institution,or fraction. The consoliaation of the Emergency Cpncil 
a.s a united agency of the whole Zionist movement in the Uniteo Statesm makes 
this idea,for the first time,a practical possibility. 

Sho~ld the Emergency Council consider the publication of the Palestine 
Yearbook,it 8hould be guided by the following principles: 

A. The yearbook shall with time become self supporting. It shall be there­
fo:re printed and sold by a publisher selected for thie, task by the Emergency 
Council . No free distribution shall take place,ubless for review purposes. If 
any Zionist Organization,including even the Emergency Council would like to 
present a number of copies to it sel cted friends,it will pay for them on a 
wholesale basis . -/-ot .id v'?IZ --!~r 'k. ../1'~ 6f.1 -K r • P ~ ✓- ~ /""~ .c.Q~ 

B. The initial investment of he Emergency Council sh 1 consist iO cove~~; 
ing the editorial expenses involved,and offering technical facilities for the • 
editorial work. 

To issue a worth-while yearbook much editiorial work during the whole year 
would be required. tfter the pattern for the book will be established a compet­
ent editor,well a~inted ~•z with Palestine may do it on a part time basis . In 
such a case the editorial expenses,including hon~rarium for articles ordered 
in Palestine,could be limited to 2000-2500 dollars.p::!$"per year. 

C. The further participation of the Emergency Council and the affiliated 
organizations may be limited to an obligation to sell a minimum number of copies 
to their members . On the basis of own experience I am convinced that this shall 
not involve any financial sacrifice . The book shall sell for about one dollar . 

D. After the publisher covered his expenses he shall share his profits 
with the Emergency Council.In the first year,or two,this provision may have an 
academic value but with timethis will cover the editorial expenses and may even 
brong some profit . The main cmndition for success as a trusted editorship,accept­
able to all parts of the m~vement . 

E. The Yearbook shall ·begun in English . But after a year,or two there is a 
definite possibility of issuing ,with very little additional expense,an edition 
in Yiddish.I have reasons to believe that tha sales of the Yddish edition will 
nardly affect the circulation of the yearbbok in English . 

-
~hould this proposal be accepted ,I would ask for a quick decision . It is 

late in the year , and unless the work begins at once ,it would be impossible to 
issue the first yearbook for 1944-45 ( 5705) . Just now such a book would be of 
very great value . 

With Zion •s greetings A I}_ 
c/Y,\.€/t/u--
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COPY OF LETTER FROM THE 
WAR DEPARTMENT TO SENATOR T.AFT 

Honorable Bobert A. Taft 
United States Senate 
~ashington, D. C. 

My dear Senn.tor: 

WAR DEP ART1✓.ENT 
Washington 

10 October 19 ,14 

I refer to your letter of September 12, 194~, regarding S.R. 
247, introduced by Senator Wagner and yourself on the subject of 
opening the doors of Palestine to the free entry of Jews into that 
country. 

At the time your resolution was being considered by the 
Foreign Relations Committee the endorsement of such a proposal by 
the Congress had grave implications which would seriously have 
interfered with the progress of the war. In response to your 
inquiry I have reviewed the considerations which applied at that 
time. I find that there is still strong feeling on the part of 
many officers in my department that the passage of such a resolution 
would interfere with our military effort. However, I do feel that 
the military considerations which led to my previous action in 
opposing the passage of this resolution are not as strong a factor 
now as they were then. 

In ey- judgment, political considerations now outweigh tho 
military, and the issue should bo determined upon the political 
rather than the military basis. 

( signed) 

Sincerely, 

Henry 1. Stimson 

Secretary of War 



Af.1ERI CAJIT ZIOHI ST Ei\1ERG ElICY CO illJCIL 
342 Madison ~venue 

Now York 17, N. Y, 

Evor sinco the military requested postpononent of action on tho Palestine 

Resolutions which wore introduood in Congross, tho Ar:iorican Zionist ElnDrgoncy 

Council hns boon onorgotically working; to have those objoctionfj romovod. Tho 

Council made mncrous roprosontations to tho War Department, and bo'l::h Sono.tor 

Robort F. Vlagnor and Senator Robert A. Taft, co- sponsors of tho Resolution, 

oxortod their efforts to this ond. 

Senntor Taft wrote to Secretary of War Stimson a month ago urgently solicit.i 11c 

a roply us to v,rhether the War DfJpnrtment• s objections still prevuil0d in view· of 

the changed military situation. 

Senator Tnft has uuthorized Dr . Abba Hillel Silver, Executive Comr.dtteo Ch oir­

man of the Council, to muko public the following reply vJhich Senator Tuft rocui"'i ,rl 

fran the Seor0tary of Ylar s 

Vf.Jill DEP AATMENT 
Vin.shin6ton 

10 October 1944 

Honornblo Robert Ae Taft 
Uni tcd Sto.tcs Sona.to 
·::ashington, D, c. 

My doo.r Sena.tor: 

I rofor to your lotter of September 12, 19441 regarding S. R, 247 , introduce d 

by Senator Yfognor o.nd yourself on tho subject of opening tho doors of Po.lostinv 

to the free entry of Jev,rs into tha.t country. 

J,.t the time your resolution wns being considered by the Foreign RelatioHs 

Commit toe the endorser.i.ent of such n proposal b·~ th0 Cons~rcss ho.d f;rr v0 :i.r.1pl ic:x',, .!. <"' 1.1s 

which vmuld seriously ho.vc intorfor0d vr.i th tho proGross of tt.o wo.r • In rcs11oi.wo 

to your inquiry I have roviewod tho considoro.ti ons which uppl iod ut thut timo • 

I find thut th0r0 is still strong f0oling on the po.rt of many officers in ny 

dopo.rtmont thnt tho pus so.go of sue h u rosol ution ·would intorfor0 vtl th our 

milito.ry effort . However, I cl~ fool that tho nilitur; considorutionn which lc<l 

to my previous uotion in ~{& the pas Dage of this resolution nre not as 

ntrong a. factor now ns they v,rere then , 

In my judgnent, politic al considerntions now outv.reigh the r,1ilitury, nnd the 

issue should be determined upon the political ruther than tho 1.1ilito.ry bnsis . 

( signed) 

Sincerely, 

Henry L t St1J;1son 

Socrota.ry of Wo.r 




