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.AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

DIGF,ST OF MINUTES OJ' MEETING OF THE INTERIM COMMITTD 

Thursday, June 29, 1944 - Biltmore Hotel, New York, N. Y. 

PresidinG~, Co~Chairman Henry Jt>nsky o 

Those gresent were & samuel Berson (alternate for Ra:b-bi Solozoon Goldman), Maurice 
Bisgyer, Max Bressler (alternate for Sigmund David), Saunel Caplan, Rabbi Maurice 
Eisendrath, Mrs o llbses Po Epstein, Miss Jane Evans, Mrs. Ida Cook Farber (alter
nate for Mrs o Maurice Turner), J. Geor~ Fred.man, Leon Gellman (alternate for 
Gedaliah Bublick), William Gerber (alternate for David Blumberg). rrank Goldman, 
Mrs. Samuel Goldstein 0 Ha.yim Greenberg 0 Charles P. Xramer, Sidney G. Kuaworm, 
Judge Louis Eo Levintha.1 0 Louie Lipsky, Mrso Ao Jo May (alternate for Mrs.Joseph 
Welt) 0 Rabbi I1"Ving Miller, Dro Max Nussbaum (alternate for Bono Carl Sherman), 
Herman E. Quittman (alternate for Harry A. Pine), Judge Bernard Rosenblatt (alter
natv for Dr . H. Jo Ettlinger), Miss Dvorah Rothbard, Hon. Morria Bothen·berg, 
Isidore Sack, Max Jo Schneider, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Herman Shulman (alternate for 
Mrso Samuel Halprin), Hermann Stern, Dro Joseph Tenenbaum, Meyer W. Weiaga.l,Herman 
Weisman (alternate for Daniel irisch), David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Mra. 
Stephen So i ise, Baruch Zuckerman o Guests~ Dr o Nahum GoJ dmann, Saul Spiro. 
Staffg Meir Grossman, Ann Jarcho, lo Lo Kenen, Dr o A. S. Xohanski. 

MINUTES O:h" INTERIM COMMI'rl'EE Ml£ETING 5/12/44g Approvedo 

TELEGRAM FROM THE OFFICE OF DD':&NSE TRANSPORTATION . Mr. Lipsky reported that at 
a meeting of the Administrative Conmi ttee with the Co-Chairmen, Chairmen of Com
missions and Committees, held prior to the meeting of the Interim Committee, a 
telegram had been re oeived from the Office of Defense Transportation reqnesting 
postponement of the second session of the Conferenceo 'lhe .Administrative CODIDit
tee had recommended compliance With the OoD.T o e reg\leat and the appointment of 
a special committee to confer with the O.DoTo to secure its consent to a later 
date o Co Chairman Wise reported that Mr o Monsky and he had then telephoned the 
O.D.To to explain that the Conference was not a perennially recurrent body but a 
war emergency group and that an indefinite postponement of the second session 
would mean the annulment of all Conference pu.rposea. They proposed a postpone
ment for two or three months. Thia received the 11 entire approval" of the O.D.T. 

Mr o Xramer moved 0 and Mr o Stern seconded, approval of the action taken b7 
the Administrative Committee and the appointment of a committee to deal with the 
time and place of the postponed aession, then to report its recommendations to 
the Administrative Conmitteeo 

Mro Wertheim was of the opinion that a delegation should ~et with the O.D.T. 
before a decision is reachedo He objected to a long postponement on the ground• 
that the Conference is dealing with war problem&o 

The motion to postpone was carried 0 with Mr. Wertheim and Mr. Zuckerman dia
aentingo 

REPORT OF THE ADMINIS'l'RATIVE COIA4l'r'GD; In behalf of the Administrative Committee 
Kr. Lipsky aubmi tted the following report: 

Organization. 
The reorganized Administrative Committee took over its functions on 
May 17th. It has met regularly every Thursday evening. Acting up
on suggestions from the Interim Conmittee, ita membership was in
creased by the addition of Se.m\lel Caplan for the Congress group, 
Samu.el Rothstein for the Conservative Beligioua group 0 and Jacob Pat 
of the Jewish Labor Commi ttee 0 who Joined us officially this week. 
Meir Grossman was added to the ataff and Jo S. Pearlstien resigned 
aa Administrative Secretary as of June 15tho 
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Special tasks have been aaaigned to member• of the Oomnittee: 
Charles P. Kramer to act as Chairman of Elections and Credential•; 
J .George Fredman to act aa Chairman of Administrative Jinance; an4 
Meyer W. Weiagal to assume responaibility for the arrangement• to 
be made for the second aeaaion in Chicag0. 

Contact with Deleo.tea. 
Regtilar conmunication was at once eatabliahed with the de legatee 
and the public. .An official notice of the convening of the second 
••••ion waa sent to all delegate• on Jun• 2nd. A public notice 
appeared in the form of an advertisement in six Yiddish and fift)l
two Anglo-Jewish newspapers. The format and policy of the Confer
ence Record, which appears every month, waa changed. The Becor4 
ia circulated among the delegates, local election committees, JDan7 
of the electors and also to community leaders. It ha• a circula-
tion of 12,500. The publication of the weekly Bulletin of Acti vi ti•• 
which con taina a digest of the press, was resumed. '!'hie Bulletin 
goes to the delegates and to members of the Commisaiona. 
To date, 236 elected delegate& have signified their intention to 
attend the second session; 5 are in doubt and 17 atat•d that the7 
would be unable to be present. The national organizations have 
thua far designated 48 of the 120 delegate• allocated to them. The 
election of alternate• will follow the rules preacribed for the 
first session. National organizations will elect alternate• of 
their own choice. 

Program of the Session. 
The arrangements have been completed for the holding of the eecon4 
aeaaion in Chicago at the Hotel Stevena. A local reception commit
tee is being organized. It appeared to th• Administrative Committee 
that the business of the Conference could not be completed in two 
claya. It therefore decided that the Conference should begin on 
Saturday night and continua through Sunday, Mondq and 'l\leaclay. 
jnnouncements to thia effect were .made aa soon as the deciaion waa 
reached. It ia au.ggested that a meeting of the Interim Co.amitiN 
be held on Friday morning to conaider all unfinia1-d bl.ai.Deaa ill 
preparation for the aeaaion. Except for an On•g Sbabbat, the Con
ference should not engage officially in eocial affaira or maaa 
meetings. 
Steps were taken to stimulate local meetings of delegate& in the 
larger citiea, in order to elicit in advance of the Conference 8116-
gestiona of policy and program. Such conference• have alread7 
be~n held in the Metropolitan Diatrict of New York and in Boaton. 
Arrangements are being mad• for similar conference• the firat week 
in July in Chicago and St. Louie. Delegate• have met 1nf'ormall7 
in Detroit and Philadelphia and in varioua othlr CODIIIWliti••• lroa 
th••• me• tings, propoaala to be aubmi t ted to the Conference ha'Y• 
been forwarded to the .Administrative Comzdttee. 

Qroupino, 
'?ha .Admi,niatrative Commi tt•• propose• that the aam1 rule• of pro
cedure aa prevailed in the firat aeaaion &hall be valid for tha 
second aeaaion, unl••• amended at the firat pl•nar1 ••••ion. It 
auggeata that the principle of group formation within the Conference 
be continued and that a General Committee, probably reorganize4 1n 
order to reflect new proportional relationahipa, ab.all act in a 
1imilar capacity in the aecond aeaaion. 
~• Adminiatrative Committee fGreaaw th• poaaibility of change• 
in th• group allegiance of delegat••• It waa agreed to allow for 
change• in group affiliation in order to avoid organizational con
fuaion at t:t:i. opening of the Conference. 
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.Beferring to the last recommendation, Mr. Bisgyer moved, and Mr. miS110rm 
eeconded that the group system be abolished and that in lieu thereof a Conmittee 
of Commi tteea or some other syatem be set up to effectuate the procedure• of the 
Conferenceo 

Babbi Eiaendrath expressed the view that a definite plan for reorganization 
must accompany such a JU;>tion. He pointed out that the Conference composed at 
least partially of representatives of national organizations, and that if the 
group system were abandoned altogether, certain organizations would have no part 
in Conference decisiona although they would be held responsible for them. Be 
maintained , however , that there was room for radical change in the construction 
of the American Jewish Confereace. 

Mr. Gerber l1¥)Ved, , and Rabbi Eiaendrath aeconded,that the recommendation 
made by th• .Administrative Committee with respect to the Group System aa well a.a 
th• m tion of Mr. :Bisgyer for the abrogation of the Group System and the setting 
up of another system in its place, shall be referred back to the Administrative 
CGnrnittee for further consideration by a sub-committee, to report to a aubeequ.n\ 
meeting of the Interim Committee. 

Mr o Lipsky pointed out that the latter had been conaidered three tin.a b7 
the Adro.iniatrative ~owmittee; that it was essential to the organization of the 
Conference how it is to be organized and II if we are going on a fishing expedition 
to find out bow it is to be organized, we are going to find ourselves under a 
great deal of indefiniteness and no one can tell you what is what.u 

Mrs o ~stein stated that "to have any other kind of aystem ia to recreate 
the whole dieturbanc• and conf'USion of the Conference." 

Mr. Monsky proposed that the "Interim Committee or the Administrative Com
mittee give instruction• that there shall be no solicitation of th• delegate• te 
Join on• or the other groupa, 11 and that there should be no reshuffling of groupa. 

Mr. Shulman pointed out that under the group system all groups were -ur•4 
representation, and that under any other ayatem, the majority would aeleci the 
representatives from the minoritieao He urged that in view of the time elemeni, 
the pre .. nt system be continuad unless someone comea forth with a different plan. 

Mr. Kramer urged that the Adminiatrative Committee consider t~ matter 
again. 

F.abbi Eisendrath argued for a compromiaeo He au.ggested that the delegate• 
representing th• national organizations be divided on the same bl1ia of parit7 
a.a existed when th• Executive Co.amittee functioned; that with regard to the 375 
elected delegates, the present group syatem be maintained; if there were no 
change in this regard, that an opportunity be given for realignment. When the 
groups were formed, the Zionist question was uppermoat; that thi• was no longer 
t1- ca••, and delegates might now be prepared to Join other group,. Babbi 
iiaendrath continu.d & 11 0ne of the thing& that has impeded th• progreea of the 
Conference ia the fact that there haa been an overwhe lmiRg maJori t7 of one par
ticular ori•n~tion and a amall and seemingly ptwerl••a minority ••• Nothing 
would be more wholesome and more apt to revitalize the Conference thma. the r•
alignm1nt of forces in the group• and I would not lia to aee,if the group• 
remain, that a:ny order go out expreaaing diaaPPrQval of the endeavor to realign 
th• varioua group• within the Conferenceo" 

Babbi Miller expressed th• view that it waa impoasible to arrive at BAJ 
different fol"llll.la for the purpose of preceading with the bu.1inea1 of th• Confer
ence. 

Mro Wertheim said that 11 no Democrat will be able to deviae a •11tem of how 
the minority aball feel like ti- maj~rity. He wae of th• opinion that if a Ct.m
mittee of Committ••• were aubat1tute4, effort• wQuld atill be mad• to have ti. 
groupa represented on C mmitt•••• and that abolition of the group 1y1tem woul4 
11 bring chao• and confusion." 

Mr o Frank Goldm&a etated h• would refer consideration of the qu.eatioD N 
that dalegat•• could come to th• Conference with only lo7alti•• to tho•• thiAp 
which t nd tQ a solut1Qn of Jewiah problem. 
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Mr. Zuclmrmaa felt that no better ayatem could be dni•ed than the group 
a,atem. 

Mr. Gerber poiated out that the •tter ha4 received due conaideratioll eo tha, 
there could be di■pelled thia feelillg of divisiveness and th8 log-rolling of groupe. 

The motion •That the recommi,ndation by t:be Adminiatrative Committee with rea
pec, to the group syatem a• well a• the motion of Mr. Biagyer for the abolition of 
th• grou.p syatem and ~ aetting up of another ayatem in i ta place ahall be referred 

.back to the .Adminietrative Committee for further consideration by it• au.b-comm1t,••• 
to report to a aubaeqt.ieat meeting of the Interim Conmittee.• was defeated b7 a •ho• 
of AMd■. 16 to 9. 

At Mr. Biager•• requeat, the atatement which he presented to the Adminiatra
tiv• Cemmitt•• 1• attached herete (S•• ~bit A). 

• • • • 
The recomneDdation of the Miminietrative Co11111ittee waa then adopted, aa4 aa 

amanded by the Iaterim Committee, foll.ewe a 
Zxcept aa a delegate notifies the Admil:liatrative Co.om.ittee ill writing 
not later than three weeka before the .opening of the aesaion that he 
or she wiahea to retire from the group with which he or ahe waa regle
tered, in order to join another group, the present record of regiatra
tion withill group• for the firat aeeaion remaia• valid and effectift 
for the ••cond Msaion. 
It 1• underatood, however, that an alternate aerving for ti. fira, 
time ill place of a delegate who waa pre .. nt at tbe first ••••ioa, ahall 
bav• tbe right to affiliate •1th any group he or ahe may wiah to Joia 
at u.y time prior to t1- Conference, aa provicled by the .Ad.minietrati.,• 
Colllld.ttM. 

])iriJlg the diacuasiGn, Mr. Kona)Q' auggeated that there not be an7 aol1c1~ 
tion letters from the variou.a groupa. Babbi liae11drath obJecte4. Mr. Sack foorecl 
the formation of group• on the ba11a of community-electecl delept••• rather tbaa 07 
•ational organization•. 

• • • • 
The £dminiatrative Comnittee report continued& 

Re•o lu t ion• . 
In order to facilitate the suauaaion of the vi••• of the delegate• 
1n advance of the openi~ of the Conference and up to July 3lat, it 
1• mggeetecl that the AdmiJ:liatrative Comnittee serve a• the Comit
tee for the preparatioa of resolution• to come before the Conference. 
In advance of the ope:ning of th• Conference, the Adminiatrati ve Com
mitt•• will receive aad conaider all reooDmea4ed resolution• of tu 
Cemmia1io11a on Reacue, Po•t-lar and Paleatin• aad auch a441 tional 
re1olutiona as IIJ&Y be forwarded by aay gro'tlp of at leaat te• 4ele
gat••; it being UAderatood, howner, that th• Iaterim Comd.tt•• 'l'IIA7 
witbhold. ita approval of &Jl7 reaolutioa aubaittecl b7 ~ group of 
clelegate• if, in ita Jud.pat, auch a reaolutioa go•• 'be70nd the 
purpose of the call for the Collfereac• or ia not germaa• to the ill
terea\a of th• ConfereDce. Bu\ th• refuaal of th• Iateria CODllli tt•• 
to report any reaolutiQll aball aot pr•J~ice ti:. rip, of U7 group 
of delegate• to aubmit auch a resolution direct to a atand1ag com-
mitt•• of the Conference. 
It ehould be pointed out tbat tbl rule adopted at th• firat aeaaioa 
ef the Confereac• provi4ed that ten JD1mber• of a comld.tte• (or 8117 
ten delegate•) might bring up a defeated re.1olutioa on the floor of 
th• ConfereDce by moving a resolution to that effect. 

Ur. Lipalq auue•t•d that th• figure o\l&ht to be cbangecl: "If t•• member• 
ef a ctmmitt•• of fifty c11•••Dt, th•J' have a righ\ to briiag it up, but tea 4•1► 
ptea-at.-large would meaa that an7 on• member or two member• could solicit 11pa
ture• which I thiak woul4 be invitiag a great deal tf difficult7. I woulcl tugeat 
1• place of •tr aay 10 clelegatea-at-large• that that be ma.cl• 30, or 40, or 50.• 
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Mr. Mo:Aalq remarked: 11 There iaa • t any uae 1a aervi~ notice on th• Conter
••ce that th•1 have a right to iatroduce irrelevaat reaolutiona. Thia over-eapm
•1• •• th• rigut of 10 delegate• to iatroduoe reaolutiona, relevant or othenr1N, 
it •e- to me, 1• iavitiag difficult1.• 

Mr. Lipaq aaaerte4: •J>itficulti•• are before ua. le are aot inviting tua 
beca■• that 1• th• queatioa which i■ bei:Ag put at n•r1 meetillg ot clelept•• who 
■q, 11111 •• have the ri~t t• utro4uc• reaolution•T •• 

Babbi Miller poiated out that at th• laa\ •••1•• th• Qeaeral C.mmi ,, .. hM 
t~• pewer to nullif1 the wtrk of u1 cemmittee b7 rejectiag 1\1 reaolutioR on ti. 
p-oua4 of relevaac,, a practice he called "unJuatifiable and uademocratic .• Oac• 
a committee had adopt•4 a reaolution, it• work ehould not have to be aulaittel te 
a cemmi t t•• t,r 4ec1a1on, wh8ther that ia relevant or not. 

Tlw Chair suggested that reaolutioa• be routed through the Interim Cemd,t••• 
the Iaterla Ccumi ttee tben to parcel them out to ataadi11g ctmmi tteea after ti.7 
have paaaed on relevance. 

labbi Miller aaid thi1 •uU be fairer bu.t waa •till a .. terrific brab -
th• kiad of a brake to the proceedag• of the Conference to which 4elept•• b&Te 
obJectecl.• 

Mr. Euawora atate4 tbat unless ti.re waa a General Committ• or aa lateri■ 
Cemmitwe that paa•• upoa juria41ctional ~•ti011a, "you are ••ver goiag to ge\ 
thrngh th• Cenferenc• ... le ought to provide that no reaolution oa aJl7 aubJe-=' 
aot w1 thia the Call of the Conference shall be conaiderecl, ad there o'Q&ht to be 
a Ge••ral Committee or ■om• Comaitte• to pa.as upoa that matter.• 

Th• Chair atatecl: 11 1'1 judgmlllt 11 that the wbol• matter of what diapoaitioa 
ahould be mad• of irrelevant resolution• and how recolution1 eball be ruled oa 
ought to be referred back to the .Adminiatrative Committee for 1\irther atu.47 ••• I 
think it haa become necessary for the Interim Committee of the Conference, which 
represent• the reaponaible leadership of th• Conference, to face in a very forth
right manner, ao that there will be no delusions and no deception about it, 
whether or not the aecond session of the Conference ia goiag to conaider th••• 
matter• that can fairly be said to be within the Call of the agenda,or whether 
they are going to conaider all matters, whether they are extraneoua and irrele
vant to the ~•nda or otherwise. Let•• face that issue and face it at the earlieat 
poaaible date. Therefor• I think thie o~t to be referred back to the Aclminlatra
tive Committ .. , to consider and make specific recommendation• without further d1•
C\1aa1on thia afternoo~. 

Co-Chairman liae :11 One of the weaknes••• of the f1rat •••eion of the Conference 
waa due to the fact that mm ;y delegates felt they were denied the right to bria£ 
before the Coaferenc• matter• which they regarded a• relevant; the cloture rule wae 
applied almoet indiacriminately, rigidly, and even harahlf. It will be a very grea\ 
weakneea of the Conference if delegate• throughout the countr1 are led to feel that 
ao matter what their de ir•• or decision• or hope• mq be, the Conference 1• goi1ag 
to be rigidly closed against what ita leader• imagine to be irrelevant and 1..,_ 
terial plan•, and I want, Mr. Chairman, to warn ycu against that. I don't•• wh7 
we mu.et refer that back to the Adminiatrative Commi tt••; some simple device could 
be foimd, two or three have been proposed today." 

Mr. Lipalq: 11 1 mu.at •a.y that a practical aituation confront• the Conference, 
ad what 1• moat deeirable 1• frank:Reas and directness of ■tatement on the part of 
ner7bod1 coacera•d. I waa faced at the meeting of delegate• in New York with the 
qg.eation of •~th•r the matter of th• Americq acene could be 1nclu4e4 in th• pro
grua. I ha4 to explain o •• that there are certain limi tationa • there ia a Call that 
wa• issued and certain agreements. and anything could be coneidered, but if you 
coneider certain things you have to consider the coneequencea of th• thing, that 1• 
1ou cu con11der aaything, you ~ con■ider a question that will emptf tu hall u4 
ever7bod1 will walk out on you - you ca do it if you want to, bu.t 1a all probabill
t7 who ;you are faced w 1th the aituation. you woa• t lo that.• 

Cont1au1ag, Mr. Lipsky •aid: ":Burying th• matter in th• General Coaitt•• 
where no on• lmow• anything at all about 1 t aad no on• know• of an7 reme47 aga1a1, 
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t~ 4eciaion would be fatal to th• American Jewish Conference." 
Cb.airmu Monsky: 11 Bu.t we can take the forthright poeitioa that thia Coaf•r

eRce wa• called for certain purpo••• and we owe it to ourselves to tell them what 
it 1• called for." 

Asked by Mr. Jii>nsky for hi• opinion, Mr. Lipa]ey aaid he thought th• £mericaa 
scene a relnant question. 11 Th• clef•n•• of Jewiah right• in .America in neryoa•• 1 
mind 1• tied up with the def•n•• of Jewish righte. I would not take the poaitioa 
that I would carry this thing through against the will of a eu.batantial minority ••. 
There are many of those who are in favor of thia: talciiag in the AmericaJi acene, 
out Will not do it againat the minorit7 opinion of aubetaatial value, ud wouldn't 
wut to break up the Conference oa the l:aaia of that.• 

The CAair warned again■t tbe M11Sricaa Jewiah Co11f'erence II pttb.g awq troa 
1,a original ud baaic program aad undertaldag to iDJect aew force• ot 41TiliT► 
Jl88S. 1 

Mr. Lipsky atated that tbouaa4• of J- la th1• couatr7 waatecl to aee oae 
boq repre aen ting the Jew a for the dete•ae of Jewiah right•; Mr. MOil sq aa14 tbl 
Coaference ••• not created for tlaat purpo••· 

Mr. Shulmaa moved and Mi•• Ivan• aeconded, that the two questiolll be retene4 
to tbe Mlminiatrative Committee: 1) What method should be adopted re a 11iiaorit7 
group or a dissenting group from bri11ging to the floor of the Co11ference a queatioa 
of thia kind over a deciaion of relevancy; 2) Whether or not there should be a 
atateme».t b;y the Interim Committee aome time prior to the convellillg of the aecond 
aeeaion, with respect to relevancy and the defined limit• ud ecope of con11dera
tioll at the second aession. 

Judge Bothenberg urged that tbe questiOD be thoroughly diecusaed betweea the 
conatituent organization• and that an agreement be reached between them. Be warned 
againat fightiAg an issue out by a maJorit;y aad minority vote, which might under
miae and destroy the whole Conference. 

'I'he motion waa carried Wlaaimoual.7. 
• • • • 

The Ad.mi:uiatrative Commi t\ee report continued l 
The General Conmittee. 

Thi• lead.a to the auggeation that the Interim Committee eerve aa the 
General Committee. we poillt out that the aituation in the aecond 
aesaioa differ• radically fromwbat it••• ia the firat in thi• rea
pec\. At the firat aeaeion, there did not exi•t a ataading committee 
elected b;y the Conference. At the aecond aea11on, however, the IAter
im Committee, organized on proportional line•, wlmitting ita report 
and recommendations, ia 1A a poaition to aerve u repreaentatiTe of 
all group• within the Cop.ference, except ia1ofar aa there a;y be re
aligDmenta within the groups, which ma:r cbaage the proportion•, iJl 
which caee theae cb.&Agea will have to be regiatered ill the Iaterill 
Comuittee. '?here ahould be no dif!imlt7 in havi11g the Iateria Com
mittee 1erve ae the General Comaittee for the second aeseion and be 
organized ud ready for action on Friday, September lat • 

.A.ction OP. thie P,I"Opo&al was deferred until the next meeting, eince 1 t wa• re
lated to tne prior matter. 

Other Item•. 
1'.be AdroiP.i.atrative Committee haa been conaidering the ~•atiCb of 
repreeentatioa at the Conference of orga».izationa that did P.ot accept 
repreaent.tion• at the firat aeasion, for various reuona. 'rhea• 
include the Bew Zioni1t Organization (Revi1ioniat), the Agudaa Bara
bonim and the Agudaa Iarael. It ha• alao beea giv1Rg conaideratioa 
to the problem involved in the re-applicatioa of national organiza
tion• whoae applicatioaa for memberthip were denied at the firet 
aeeeion, i.e. IRterp.ational Worker•• Order. At thil writing, it 11 
not 1a a poaitioa to make aa7 recomm1adationa. 
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The report of the Interim Comnittee, published in a single volume, 
will include the report• of the three Comniaaiona. I. L. Kenen i s 
serving as the Secretary for the preparation of these reports. 

Following the eu.1:mieaion of written reports by the Commissions, Mr Q Li p sky 
proposed that stepe be taken to "organize the O>nference eo that it becomes a 
functioning body, that CQJ1 undertake to repair certain neglect tha t prevailed f or 
some montha, by establishing that which we should have established at the v cy be
ginning. At the present time, aa you know, there ia a Commission on Rescue, whi ch 
meeta by itself under it• on Cbairmanahip and carries out its work under the 
supervision of a small Exe cut iTe Committee. 'l'he Po•t-lar Coumisaion has en 
meeting and 1• en~d at the preaeat time in atudying the program; it has not yet 
emerged out of 1 ta etudy, nor baa it formu.lated the reaulta of its etudy, because 
it regard• itself primarily aa a group atud.7ing a program, and it never conceived 
that it waa a.eked to be going out into the world and leeing what they can a cco• 
pliah with regard to- the program which baa bea agreed to. 

The Palestine Commission operate• ae an au.tonomoua unit with very s l ight con
nection with the Conference and it never come• before a reviewing body ex~pt as 
it may come before the Interim Committee with a report; when it comes to t he In
terim Committee with a report, it either report• on things that have already been 
done or it give• a vision of what ia going to haPPen, but it never regulates 1ta 
action in accordance with an7 4eciaion of the American Jewish Conference because 
it 1• under the direction of a Committee representing all the four Zionist organi
zations. 

The .Administrative Comnittee stands in between now. The Administrative Com
mi ttee has no function to perform with regard to any of theee Commissions except 
1n aofar as they mq aubmi t something, then we read something they submit , and it 
•Y be interesting bu.t has nothing to do with our action, becauae we regard t he 
Commissioaa as bei~ separate and the AdminiatratiTe Committee as having a special 
taak. 

I would suggest, therefore, in order to vitalize the Conmissions and have 
them incorporated in the Executive Branch of the Interim Comnittee, that the Chair
men of the Comniaaions be added to the membership of the Adminietrative Comni ttee ; 
that the reports of the Commisaiona be eubmitted to the Administrative Committee 
for advice end 8\1.ggestion, and that the executive action arising out of any of t he 
propoeals of any of the Commiaaiona as well a• of the Administrative Commi t tee and 
the IRterim Committee ahall be under the eupervi1ion of the Adminietro.tive Commi t
tee. In that wq we will get an executive body prepared to take over any a ction 
that 1• suggested oy a Co.mmiasion aa a unified matter. 

J'or example, if the Poat-far Commie a ion were to come to life and unde take 
action in Washington, they would have their own repreaentatiTe. The Rescue Commis
sion would have ita own representative. If we had a Zioniat representative for 
the Palestine Co.amiaeion, then that would be the representative of the Pa leetine 
Commi•aioa. The idea would be to concentrate withia the executive po•era of the 
Administrative CoDmittee, all the ~zecutive action of all the Commifsions 0subject 
of couree, to correctioa aad g,.iidance by the meeting• of the Interim Coumittee 
whenever they are to be he 14. 

Thi• •~••tioa ia made 1n the name of a group, including the Co- Cha i rm8Jl 
of the Interim Committee, a.a a mean• for placing the Ml9rican Jewiah Confe rence in 
a poaition to face the aeconcl ••••ion, atrengthened and enheartened by some acti
vit7 that will be undertwa ia line with our proF••" 

Mr. Monalq formulated Mr. Lipalq•• propo1al1 aa followaa "That the Chai rmez:i 
of the reapective Commi1aion• llhall beco• •mbera of the ~niatrative Committee 
and that they ah.all report the activitiea and the action• of their respective Com
miaaiona to the Admini1trative Comllittee, and the .A4miA11tratiTe Comnittee shal l 
imple11111nt and activate th• programa ot thoM three Commi1sion1, eu.bJect always to 
the review of the Interim Commit'8• ~• 

Mi•• mvana 11X>ved adoptioa of the motion. carried. 
pp I,tEBIM CQMMI'l'TII @;!BG, Scheduled for 1'\ieau,, AUgg.at lit, 1944. 

Meeting a4Jounecl at 5&05 P.11. 



A . MR. BI SG Ill I S STATEMENT 

Noting the reference to the contiauation of the group or "bloc• system in the minute• 
of the .Administrative Committee meeting of~ 25, I should like to suggeet reconsideration 
of that question in the light of experience. 

The group plen was not contemplated at the Pittsburgh Conferenoe, bu.t was literall7 
forced upon the Executive Comni ttee later ihrough circumat.aacee beyond their control. One 
of the major organi ~tions of the Conference sent letters to a large number of delegates, 
aski~ them to join a group under it• name. Shortly thereafter, another organization dis
patched a pledge card, requesting their adherents to sign, as auch, on the dot\ed line. At 
the time, the reasons for such competition were not evident. There waa no difference in 
ideology between the two organizations on the main iasue of the Paleatine Comnonwealth. 

Soon the country was witness to a second and different kind of election; the two or
ganization• gathered as many adherents aa possible. The Executive Comnittee, f'ac:1.ng a de -
facto situation with two large blocs already established, decided to give official sanction 
to groupings o In the Committee of Five, I protested againot what might be deemed an attempt 
at regimentation of individual convictions and against an ali~nt which would anticipate 
the results of the Conference. 

Nine blocs then came into being. The country aaw a wild ecramble by each group for a• 
many members as they co d master. Instead of the elll.lXlasis being placed on program and ob
jectives during the week before the Conference, some organizations concentrated their effort• 
on building up and aolidif'ying the groupings. A number of delegates were torn in their loyal
ties by letters, telegrams and long-distance calla to ahift from one group to another. The 
button=boling continued even during the opening sessions. The effect on the delegates waa 
unfortunate, since at the very inception of the Conference they saw a divisive and not the 
unifying influence projected at Pit tsbUrgh. :But the handicap imposed on the COnferen a, by 
reason of this procedure did not stop there. The program itself su.ffered. The groups., once 
organized, with few exceptions, naturally insisted on being represented in every panel of 
speakers. 'rh.Qse in charge of the program had no other choi oe but to place on the platform 
a series of long-winded, repetitious addresses which lasted hours on end and which did not 
point up the issues involved. The addresses in some cases were superfluous and did not riae 
out of the occasion itself. Delegates complained that they had little opportunity to ex
press themselves in the plenary sessions. Anyone who had contact wiih the delegates either 
during or after the Conference mu.st be impreased ,with the almont universale dissatiafaction 
ariaing from this procedure. It is fatuous to ascribe the complaints to the results of the 
vote on the Comnonwealth, for Zionists as well as non-Zioniata were equally vociferoua in 
their cri\iciam. The delegates felt they were attending, not a deliberative asaembl.7, but 
a demonatration . In fact, the grouping& aerved no purpose other than the comenience of ap
pointing committees easily. The ayatem actu.ily solidified diaaatiaf'action. 

Certainly the 375 delegates repreaented communities and JD8n7 of them were electid aa 
common representatives of a coalition of' organizations and not any one group. 

In the forthooming Conference, therefore, I propose that delegates really represent 
their communities and not be asked to continue their allegiance to any group. A Comnittee 
on Coumitteea, a Comittee on Program, etc. could be appointed. Thereb7, aome attention 
would be paid to geographical distribution in making the actual Conference co11111ittee aaeign
menta . The Committee in charge of' the Proceedings would be free to prepare the best and 
most effective program for the aeasiona without concerning itself with the nine groupings. 

To perpetuate a procedure which experience haa taught us to be bad, ,rould involve the 
Conference 1n further difficultiea; to face the facta and remedy the aituation would breathe 
freah life into the Conference from the aource where it ia most needed, i.e., the delegate, 
frQm the CQmuunitiea. The Conference would be enabled to preeent a more aolid united front 
to the country. 



_American J £WISH [ □ NFERENCE 
INTERIM COMMl'ITEE 
DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

HENRY MONSKY 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISH 

Co-Chairmen 

MAURICB BISGYER 
DAVID BLUMBERG 
GEDALIAH BUBLICK 
NAOMI CHERTOFP 
SIGMUND W. DAVID 
J. DAVID DELMAN 
RABBI WILLIAM DRAZIN 
RABBI MAURICB N. EISENDRATII 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
PROP. HYMAN J. ETTLINGliR 
RABBI SIMON FEDERBUSCH 
PROF. HAYIM FINEMAN 
J. GEORGE FREDMAN 
DANIEL FRISCH 
FRANK GOLDMAN 
DR. SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
MRS. SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN 
HAYIM GREENBERG 
MRS. SAMUEL W. HALPRIN 
MRS. HUGO HARTMANN 
RABBI JAMES G. HELLER 
HERMAN HOFFMAN 
EDGAR J. KAUFMANN 
CHARLES P. KRAMER 
SIDNEY G. KUSWORM 
HON. LOUISE. LEVINTHAL 
DR. LOUIS M. LEVITSKY 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
JULIUS LIVINGSTON 
RABBI IRVING MILLER 
LOUISJ.Moss 
DR. SAMUEL NIRENSTEIN 
HARRY A . PINE 
MRS. DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
DVORAH ROTiiBARD 
HON. MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ISIDOR SACK 
LOUIS SEGAL 
HON. CARL SHERMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
MRS. ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN 
HON. MEIER STEINBRINK 
HERMANN STERN 
ROBERT SZOLD 
MRS. MAURICE TURNER 
MRS. JOSEPH M . WELT 
DAVID WERTiiEIM 
BENJAMIN WINTER 
MRS. STEPHEN S. WISE 
BARUCH ZUCKERMAN 

ADMINJSTRA TIVE 
COMMITTEE 

LOUIS LIPSKY, Chairman 

MAURICE BISGYER 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
JANE EVANS 
J . GEORGE FREDMAN 
LEON GELLMAN 
WILLIAM G ERBER 
CHARLES P. KRAMER 
SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
MEYER W . WEISGAL 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

10 

5 21 Fifth A venue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

N tPiHPB§ 07 ;g APMIII&!ra@IVZ QQWJ1".rD; 

I I M I I P I ll 

The .Admini■trative Oomnitt•• 

Keet■ tomorrow 

!bur~, July a:>, 1944 

6 P. K. 

At the CoDf•r•ace Office• 

THE INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED BY 11-iE DELEGATES OF 11-iE AMERICAN 
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JMERICAN JEWISH OONFERENCE 

MINUTES OF AlldINISTRATIVE OOMMITTEE MEETING 
THURSDAY, JULY 27 • 1944 

l'RESENT: Lcuia Lipsky, Chairman; Maurice l31agyer, Mre. lllgo :Bloomfield (guec;t)1 Samuel Caplan, Mrs. Meses i:-. Epstein, Charles l-. Kramer, Rabbi Irr:ng Miller, Saaiuel Rothstein, Meyer Weiagal, David Wertheim; and Meir Groaaman, Aim JarchD, I. L. Kenan and Dr. A. s. Kohanaki of the staff. 

MINUTES OF MEnING 7 /20/44: .Approved. 

RD-ORT ON RESCUE MASS MEETING: Rabbi Miller reported on the mass meeting plnnned by the Rescue C~mmissicn to be held MondaY, July 3lat 1 4:45 l-.M., in Madison Squ~e l-ark, 24th Street and Madison Avenue. He outlined that all organizations in the Conference, as well as the fellowing, will participate: American Jewi sh COmmi ttee, Jewish i:-ecples Fraternal Order, IWO, Jewish l'eOplea COanittee, New Zionist Organizat,.cn, NDerican Federation cf Lithuanian Jews, National Organization of relish Jews, Union of Ru.:1sian Jews, United Hungarian Jews; that the principal apeakero will be: Senator Brewster, the Hon. Norman M. Littell, Dr.Wise, Mre1 Monsky and Mayer LaGuardia, in addition to representatives ot Jewish crgan-11ations; that adequate publicity measures had been provided to advertise the meeting and that it is uxpected that over 100,000 peCtJ>le will attend the demona\ration. It was the sense cf the Administrative Oolllllittee that the 11st ~f 
8J) eakers be curtailed. 

\ 

P.ALF.STINE OOMMISSION: Mr. Kenen infcnned tho OOmmi ttee he had no report tc make. The Chair reques~ed that the minutes record that. tc date, nc reply has been received from Drr Cilver, Chairman of the Palestine OOmmission. to the letter aent him and to Dro Wise on July 7th• 

POST-WAR OOMMISSION: Dr. Kohanski reported that new members had been added tc the l-ost-\Var commission. He urged that the Co-Chairmen cf the Post-\Var Oommiaaion, Ohairmen of the cub-committees and the Chairman of the Administrative committee get together ll,lld decide on policy and the direction the commission le to take -- the kind cf action 1 t is tc follow. 

The Chair pointed out 1t is important the the COD1Dission cease being a atucly greup and develop a prcgraP1 cf acticn, with the approval of the Interim or Mlministrative Committee, and 1 t was therefore important terr the Cc>DDDiaaion to present some report at the Interim Committee meeting next Tuesda.v. 

I-BOCmJRE K! THE SECOND SESSION: The Chair reportod that at the last ,Adminlatrati ve Committee meeting, tho mombere provisionally agreed that "any ten member■ in eny committee m~ brine up a minority repcrt fer ccnaideraticn in the plonum of the Conference, and that any fifty members, not members cf a committee, me)' bring up, out of a committee, a resolution defeated there and have 1 t placN before the plenum of the c«,nference". 

It was moved and carried that this decision be c"ntirmed and reported to the Interim Committeo. 

A.fter discussion, it was o.lsc agreod tc recommmd that"any new matter offerocl ae an amendment or substi tuto cf a ropcrted motion on the floor of the conference mu8' first go tc the a;:,pre>prtate ocmmi tteo for coneideration and report. n 
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It was further ~reed that the tentative position taken at the last Jdminiatrati'\e Oommi ttee meeting be CSGnfirmed, that "the Interim <»mmi ttoe shall make no statemen t in advance cf the second session on the matter cf roleTancy". 

ADDITION ro ST.AJ'F: Mr. Grc,ssman reported that after ccnversaticne he and Mr. Konen had in Washingt;c,n, Mr. Murray Frank was invitee! u, .1"in tho staff, rn trial, at a salary t'f $125.00 per mrnth, frr the pu:rprse rf keeping the Ornf erenoe infrrmed rf develrpmonta in Washlngtrn. Appff"ved. 

TIME AND I-LACE OF NEXT SESSION: .A.ftor full cliscuasirn, it was agreed tr reC"mmend that tho seC('nd sessirn be held in Chioagr- beginning Saturcla.v night, December 2nd, and orntinued thl"("ugh Tuesday, December 5th, but that the edv1o• rf the O.D.T. be srught befrre the neeting rf the Interio orcnittoe. 

AIMISSION OF ORGANIZATIONS AP~LYING roR ll:BM13ERSHIP: It was agreed that a ct"o-mi ttee crnsisting ~f Mr. Wertheic, Mr. Weisgal and the Ohair deal with the epplicatirn rf ta-se rrgMizatirns previrusly rojeoted and nrw re-applying frr meobership, and that all applicatirns frro now rrganizatirns gr tr the Qrcn1 tteo r-n Crodontials frr ornsidoratirn and reprrt. 

litEETING IN CHICAGO: The Chair askod that the ninutos rocr-ro the threo rosrlutirns adrpted by the Chicegr dolegatirn at a neoting hel~ in Chi~ rn tho aftornrrn ~ evening rf July 23rd, which was attended by 21 Chicogr delegates ana 14 frrri edjacont territr-ry. Tho ros("'lutir-ne frllrw: 

1. RESOLVED that we recrnr,onn that tho delegatos tr the socrn~ sossirn rf tho Ar.lerican Jewish Cr-nferenco anil all rf the <'rganiza.tif"ns participating in tho C<'nforence dedicate theosolves, withrut roaorvo and withrut regard frr their rrgani zatirnal autrnr-cy, tr tho creatirn r-f a unifiod instrunent which will, thl"('ugh its cc-cnissirna, crnni ttoos and rther egonc1os, cruragorusly, fearlessly and unselfishly tra.nslato intr deooa anC, aotirn tho prrgrao and tho purpr-ses rf the Aoorican Jewish Q('nforenco. (Frur nogativo vr tcs.) 

a. Whoreaa i~ is rur r-pinirn that tho crnbatting rf anti-Senitisn in the United States and dealing with prrblecs rolat..i3'\ thorev shruld be directed and crntrrlled by r-ne rrganizatirn in which all olooenta r-f Jewish life anr1 ~l r-rgani zatirns in Jewish 1,.fo are crrrdinated, er that unifiocl a.ctirn can be rbtained; and whereas tho .APorican Jewish C<'nference hr-lds the p~nise r-f being such an rrgan1zo.tirn, BE IT REOOLVED that tho cr-nbatting rf anti .. •Scni tis□ in tho Uni tea States an" dealing with prrbleas rolaterl theretr be placoC, upr-n the agenda rf the seCC"nd seseirn rf the .APerican Jewish Crnferonco. (T\"K" nogativo vrtos.) 

3. In rrner tr strongthen the activities rf the .Aoericen Jewish Or'nforonco 1 ts crnsti tuent br-dies shruln plodgo thonselvea nrt tr act indopendently in oaking presentatirns tr' rr negrtiating with gr-vemoental e&oncies rn natters pertaining tr prli tical actirn in rospect rf rescue wr rlc, ~ etwar Jewish pX'f"bleos r-r prrbleos offooting Palestine. Such presentatirna ann negr-tiatiC"ns ehruln prroooo rnly thrt"'ugh tho Intorin Qrtlr.li ttoe rf the Aoerican Jewish Ct'nforonco rr its rospoctivo croo1asirns. (Unaninrus) 

liEXT ~nTING: It was agroo~ tha.t •sincc the ,N1ninistrat1ve C("Mittoe will ne•t iie-rc-TuosC,ay, August lat, prirr tr tho Intorio Qrr.inittee neeting, the next r0s1.ll.ar neeting C'f the "'1o1n1atra.tivo Ct'nnittoc bo hel'1 rn Thursd~ evening, .\ugt'.S t 10th • 

.. \dJrurne,.,. 
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521 Fifth Avenue 

Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St . at .Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

.August 7 , 1944 

I have your letter of August 2nd and I have shown 
it to Mr . Lipsky. 

The proposal that Mr . Lipsky made , to the effect 
that the Conference should now assume the initiative in 
seeking the adoption of the Palestine Resolutions , is , I 
~elieve , backed by all segnents in the Conference . It is 
entirely cori...o istent with the action taken by the Interim 
Committee on Ui.rch 21st, when , you vrill recall , v:ith only 
one dissenting vote , the Interim Committee adopted resolu
tion expressing tl e "hope that milito.ry a, thoriti0s will soo 
find it possib e, consistent ith the realities of the situa
tion, to vrithdrav• their objections so t~ at Conr;ress may pro
ceed to eJ·press its elf on tl o se es olutions ." 

can un<l rs~and your ear t:ia.t some of the 
orge ;zations m:~ht feel constrained to issue public stater:ients 
dis 0oiating thems lves from the esolutions , in view of the 
neutral position taken by B'nai B'rith and the Union; yet I 
doubt very much whether any of the organjzations in the 
Conferen~ would dare to do this should the Confc once now call 
for action by Congress . Tone of them did , in fact , ir~n the 
Conference issued statements inv~lving the Resolutions o.nd 
carried on propaGanda in the name of the Con.:'eren e in sup~ort 
of them in February. Tone did after the Interim Commit-toe 
resolution of .larch 21 t , and ce tainly, none aould today, 
in view of the action by the political parties . Very fe·{ 
today would Hant to put them.selves in the srune class as the 
Bundists or the Council for Judaism. 

.~ . Lipsky' s proposal vras not an action taken on 
his oin initiative and without consultation. The dministra
tive Committee supported him, and I am convinced that if the 
Conference itself were to act on this matter , .!r . ~ionsky muld , 
in the discr.Arge of his <luties as Co-Chai n , eern. it both an 
obligation and a rie;ht to become active in this r egar d . 

THE INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE DELEGATES OP THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS 
ON: THE RESCUE OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JEWS IN THE 
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINE. 
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I wish to assure you that I am not motivated in this 
proposal solely by an interest in the prestige of the Conferen e . 
I am concerned (1) with the adoption of the Resolutions , and (2) 
a condition precedent to their adoption - the mobiliza ion of all 
Je~~ in support of the Resolutio s . I have felt from the be6inning 
that the Zionist position is stren[:,--bhened if action in its behalf 
is taken by the Conference rather than by the Zionists alone . 

Regardles s of their own personal couyictions or 
reservations . the non- Zionists in the Conference are +&,_barged as 
much as are the Zionists with the implementation of a Conference 
resolution on Palestine . They, as well as the Zionis~s , have 
com~lained because ~he Conference ~as not the i~s~ruracnt for 
:implementation in the past . To carry on thi:.; vork without involving 
them is to forego an advantage ·which ,;1as von last September - v:on 
largely by your O\m vigor and tenacity. 

I think the over·whelming majority of tho d legates to 
the erican Jev,ish Conference woul ,velcome ac ion of the kind now 
proposed. Just a few weeks aeo , the dele ates met i _ ChicaGo and 
unanimously adopted the follmdng rele un tr.tement : 

ttin order to strengthen the activities of the 
Anerica.n Je¼~sh Conference, its constituent bodies should pledge 
themselves not to act independently in making presentations to or 
negotiating with governmental agencies on matters pertaining to 
political action in respect of rescue work, post-war Jewish problems 
or problems affecting Palestine. Such presentations and negotiations 
should proceed only through the Interim Committee of the .American 
Jewish Conference or its respective Corrmissi ons." 

In conclusion. may I suggest th~t you call a meeting of 
the Palestine Commission at your earliest convenience? The Comnission 
has not met since May 12th. The other Commissions, as you doubtless 
know, have become muoh more active in the last few months, and I feel 
that we should meet in advance of the next Interim Conmittee meeting, 
September 12th, so that we may be in a position to make a report to 
that body. 

Cordially yours, ---
• L. Ke~ 

ILK:FSK 



AMlliICAI JEWISH CONrERENCE 

DIGEST or Mt_Nmzs or MEJL•~IHG OY THE INTUIM COIAII'r!D 

· Tuesday. August 1. 1944 - laldorf-Aatoria Hotel. Ne• York 

Presiding: Co-Chairman Dr. Stephen S. Wise 

Those present were: Co-Chairman Dr. Israel Goldstein. Co-Chairman Henry Monsky, 
Uaurice Bisgyer, Samuel Caplan, Naomi Chertoff, Babbi Maurice N. Eieendrath, 
Mrs. Moses p. Epstein, Jane Evans (alternate for Mrs. Hugo Hartmann), 
Ida Cook Jarber (alternate for ).frs. Rose Tu.mer), Babbi Simon Federbusch. 
J. George Fredman, William Gerber, Frank Goldman, Mrs. Israel Goldstein (alternate 
for D",orah .Bothbard), Charles P. Kramer, Milton Xrensky (v.lternnte for 
Dr. Izyman J, Ettlinger), Sidney G. ICusworm, Mrs. Joseph Landau (alternate for 
Mrs. Sc;a.muel Goldstein), Louis Lipsky, Dr. Samuel Margoahea, Mrs. Albert J. May 
(alternate for litrtJ. Joseph M. Welt), Rabbi Irving Miller, Berman Qu.ittme.n 
( ult ernate for H3rry A, Pine), ienJamin Samuels, Louie Segal, Hermnn Shul:nan, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman (alternate for Mrc. Sb.muel ti. Halprin), Hermann Stern, 
Dr. Joseph Tenenbawn, Mr~. A.H. Vixman (alternate for Mrs. Stephen S. Wise), 
Meyer i. Yreisgal, David Wertheim, .Baruch ZUclcerman. 

Sta.ff: I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. J.. S. ICohansld, Ann Jarcho. 

Guests: Mrs. li~o ~loomfield, Ted Cook, &bbi Adolph link, Mendel Fisher, 
J;ernard Po sta.l. 

MINUTES OF I NXERIM CO?.WI T'J.1w ~iTINO 6 /29 / 44 : Approved. 

REPOlll 01 THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEI& On behalf of the .Administrative Conrnittee, 
Louis Lipaky, Chairman, submitted the following report: 

l. The Cominittee 1e Activities 

"The enlarged Jwniniatrative Comnittee is now in a position to serve 
a.a the executive ~ency for the activities of the Conmissiona. The 
Comiasiona report to the iAdministrative Coarnittee from time to time. 
~he approved action ia tween over~ the staff of the Adminietrative 
Comnittee. Mr. Xenen aervea aa the executive officer for the Rescue 
and Palestine Commissions. Mr. GrossIDbn and Dr. Xohanaki are giving 
their attention to the Post-War Conmiso1on. The dem>netration of the 
Rescue Commission held yeaterdq ,,as organized and carried through by 
the staff of the Adminiatrative Committee heeded by Mr. Eenen and 
Mr. Grossman. We have engD.ged a repreaentat ive in laahington on part 
time to keep the national office informed. on l)Olitical matters in 
which the Cownissions are interested. 

"The weekly bulletin sent to all delegates and member• of the Interim 
Committee continues during the aU111Der. The Conference Record, with a 
circulation of about 15,000, 11 al10 continued during the aummer, 
1The Proceedings of the American J•1•h Conference• ia now off the 
pre••• It coneiats of 404 pagea, and include• a record of the Pitta
burgh meeting, the organization of the Conference and the record of 
the firet aeasion held in Bew Tork, Augu.at 29-September 2, 19~. The 
book~ be purchAlaed for $3.00. 
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"Mr• . .Ann Jarcho ia reeponaible for all corresporxlence with welfare 
funds and communities in connection with the budget. 

•.t.n initial letter baa been aent to the Britiah Board of Jewiah 
J)eputiea and to the South African lk>&rd of Jewieh Deputies, 
au.ggesting an exchallge ot information on matter• of corrroon interest." 

2. Second aession 

Mr. Lipsky eubmitted the following recomnendation by the Admi.nietrative Conrnittee; 
11 The Adminietrative Conmittee recommend• that the eecond aeaeion of 
the American Jewiah Conference be held in Chicago, beginning Saturday 
evening, December 2nd and continuing through Tuesday, December 5th, 
and that announcement be left to the Administrative Committee." 

lllTION: Mr. Qli t tman moved and Babbi Miller aeconded adopt ion. C.ABRIED u.naniiooualy. 

3. Ae!da 

Mr. Lipa)Qr aubmitted the following recomme:Adation by the -"lminiatrative Comnlttee: 
11 fhe Interim Comnittee at it• laat meeting referred to the 
Administrative Comnittee consideration of the question whether 
or not there •hould be a etatement by the Interim Comnittee 
prior to the convening of the eecoDd aeasion with respect to 
relevancy. 

•The .Adminietrat ive Committee, at a meet illg held thi• morning, 
by a majority vote decided to recomnend to the Interim Comnittee 
that it be the expreaeed aenae of the Interim Committee that the 
agenda of the comiDe'; aeasion of the American Jewiah Conference 
and all qu.eetion• presented to the Conference aball be within 
and limited to the •cope of the original a&enda ae adopted at 
the Pittablrgh Confercce, 811d supplemented at the first eession 
of the Conference - namely lleacu.e. 11 

MOTION: Co-Chairman Monsky moved aDd Mr. lramer aecomed adoption. DIJ'EA'l'il) 18 to 15. 

MO'l'ION: It was then moved by Babbi Miller tbata 

1 Thil Interim Comnittee requeata the Mminiatrative Conrnittee to 
bring to the next eeaaion of the Interim Comnittee an agenda for 
the ■econd aeeaion.• c.ARBlEI>. 

4. .Admission of the Jewish 1eoplee J'raternal Ord.er, I .w.o. 
Mr. Lipaky aubmi tt ed the followiJJt; recomnel34ation by the Adminietrati ve Conmit tee J 

1 Th• Miminietrative Committee recommend• the reconaideration of the 
application of the Jewiah aect1on of \he lntern.ational Worker• Order 
for admieeion ~• a member of the Merican Jewi1h ConfereDce in the 
category of a national J9!tilh organiaati~n. SiJ:Loe the first ••••ion, 
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the Jewish section of the I.1.0. baa established it1 autonomy within 
the federatioll of that order. UJader the circumatances, the ilmini
atrative Committee recormumda that the Jewieh Peoples J'raternal Order 
of the I .W .o. be admitted ae a Datiollal Jewish organization within 
the meanil:lg of the rules of the Conference." 

ll>TION: It waa DX>Ved by Mr. Segal ud aeconded by Dr. Tenenbaum tbai action on thi• 
recommendation be taken at the next meeting of the IDterim Comnittee. 

11:>TIOH: Mr. Weiegal offered and Mre. EpateiD aeconded a aubstitute rootion: 

11 That we proceed to voie on the recomnendation of the Jdminietrative 
Comni ttee." C.ABRIID. 

MOTION: It wae then moved and aecoDded a 

•That we recommend to the next ••••iou of the jmericau Je'l'•ish Conference 
that it admit the JeWish Peoples J'raternal Order of the I.W.O." 
CABRIU> 20 io 5. Mr. Jre4Jnlm aaked that hie vote be recorded in ihe 
negative. 

DPORI' OJ TSE POST-IAi COIIUISSIOB I llabbi Maurice I. Eisendrath, Co-Chairman of the 
Poat-War Commission, aubmit ted the followi13g repori on behalf of the Comniasion: 

1. Belationehip with World Jewiah Coyrea• 

"Jirat of all, the Post-War Q>mm1aa1on haa found itself' once again 
facing the difficulty of a pr0per modus op randi with the World Jewish 
Co~el6. 'Ae encoUAtered that difficulty when we firet undertook our 
work in the Post-War ConmieaioD. le recognized. that thie Commission 
more thaD a.DY other aapect of the Conference•• work would have to be 
coordinated with the activit7 of the lorld Jewish Colll;ress or we would 
find ouraelvea conat&Dtly comilag into conflici, reduplicating, arid the 
like. And the wish, defini\el.7, on the par\ of the Po■\-lar Commiaaion, 
waa to reach a workable agreemea\ with the lorld Jewiah Congress. Tha\ 
waa arrived at ■ome time ago, Md a fonmla ••• adopted, and all the 
naterial amt resources of the lorld Jew1■h CoRgresa were to be placed 
at the di•po•al ot ,he MaericaA Je•1•h Coaference oa the condi\ioD that 
the apherea of activity were TW'¥ logically alld very naturally divided 
betwes the two. Our agreemc\ waa predicated upoll tba propoaitioll that 
the lorld Jewi•h CoAgr••• would baw ace••• to and represen\ world Jewry 
in approach to govermnent■ other \hall that of th• URited Stat.ea, but 
ihat the .AmericaA Jewi1h CoDfereAce, Bpeakillg ia the name of Americam 
Jewry, would condud 8Jl7 negotiatioaa - .- representation• - with the 
Junericaa Goverra.men\ ud with aerican agenciea. 

"The Po•t-lar Comniasi01l 1• not quite convinced that that uadertaking 1• 
at preset 1atiafactorily being carried out, ad we feel that \here J111a, 
be a re-examinatioa of ,hi• eatire 11,uation, aD4 we urge thai ill the 
immediate fu\ure a coaferezic• be held between the World Jewiah Con.gr••• 
ud the American Jewiah Conference, •o ,ha\ \hi• w:aderatanding ma.y be 
reviewed ud implemen\ecl, ao that •• woa•, bav• the aituatioa developing where 1, waa fow::ad Deceaeary ia lbe fairly recent paat that the queation 
had to be rai••4 •• to the lor.14 J ewi ah Congr••• approaching . member~ of 
the Ameri01m Oovenunc, w1,h· regard to preblem1 affe~ing Jewry. • 
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"Therefore we urge that the Interim Comnittee give the Administrative Comnittee the instruction to effect this understanding along the line• of the previoua comnitment that was made. 

"I want to point out that thia particular failure to implement the agreement properly eventuated in the resignation of aw Co-Chairman, 
l)r. Greenberg. We have urged Dr. Greenberg to withhold pressing for the acceptance of his resignation pending what we hope will be a 88.tiefactory underetanding with the lorld Jewish Congress, but I think that perbape thi• Interim Comni ttee ought to take official recognition of thia aituation and urge the .Administrative Committee to deal with it.• 

IQlION: It •a• moved by Co-Chairman i.t>nslq and seconded by llr. Shulman that : 

"The .Administrative Cournittee shall be instructed to meet with a cormd.ttee of the World Jewish Congreea to report fully to us at the next meeting whether or not they have come to a mutual interpretation." CA.BRIED. 
Wl'ION: It was moved by Co-Chairman Monsky and aecondecl that: 

• "le urge that the resignation of Mr. Bayim Greenberg as Co-Chairmen of the Poat-War Comniasion be held in abeyance pending a solution of thie problem. t1 CARRIED. 

2. International Bill of Right• 

llabbi Eiaendrath reported that the Poat-War Comniaaion had adopted a reeolution on an International Bill of Rights (statement attached), in conaonance with the reaolution adopted at the plenary session of the Conference, and that the Comniasion proposed that the Interim Committee forward it to Under-Secretary of State Edward R. Stettiniue,Jr • in anticipation of a conference of the Big Power• being called for some time in August. 
YO':ION: Co-Chairman Monsky moved and Mr. Shulman seconded that: 

"The Interim Comnittee authorize the Poat-War Comni■•ion when it baa completed ita job, to make theae representation• to tbe United State• Government .11 CilRIED. 

3. Location and R!t;;i•tration of J>iaplaced Jew• 

liabbi liaendrath aubmit ted the following atatement adopted by the Poat-War Comieeion on the location and registration of displaced Jewa& 

"The collection of information concerning diaplaced Jews, their whereabout•, their family relations and their identification a• to place of origin, former residence, citisenahip or lack of citizenahip, end •imilar data, 11 an essential prel1minar7 •tep to their return, repatriation, reeettlement and rehabilitation. Although aeverel international and .American agencies, non-Jewieh and Jewiah, have alre9.d¥ undertaken thie work, it 1• evident that it cannot be efficiently and •ati1factorily carried out through their uncoordinated effort• or on any other tban an international acale. It 1eema adVia-, 
able, too, that the regiatration of diaplaced Je•• be carried out, inaofar aa poeai ble, under Jewish .auapicea, or with the cooperation and advice of a central J. ew iah. agency. 
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•Be it therefore resolved. that the ~rican Jewish Conference call 
together representative• of the interested Jewiah agencies to considera 

• 1. The establishment of a central Jewish regiatry in the United 
States in cooperation with similar agencies abroad; 

•a. · The establishment of contacts with appropriate national and 
internatione.l agencies operating in the eame field; 

•i. 'l'he creation of machiner;y to gather the required information; 
1 4. 'l'he preparation of a registry questionnaire; 

• 5. The participation in a world Jewish registry to be established." 

11:>TION: It was moved by Co-Chairnen Monsky and seconded by Mr. Lipalcy that: 
1 The Interim Coamittee aut.bori1e or direct the Post-lar Oomnission to initiate a call for a meeting of repreaentati ves of the various agencies active in this field with a view to bringing about a coordination of their respective activities, leaving it to my future meeting us to what our part shall be in that.• CARRIED. 

4. tmlW. 

Rabbi Ei1endrath reported that the Poat-lar 0:>mniaaion would be represented at the UBBBA conference in Montreal. 

dl!r IH1SJUM COMMI'l''l'EE MEETING a Scheduled for September 12th, 1944. 

Meeting then adJourned. 

I.L.X. 
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i' H I I I '11 I I M CO u MI ,: TE I. 

Second Seaaion; ,Mepda; Internat1oyl Bill of light•; Mlmieaion of Bew Organizationa. 

The Interim Committee of the .lmerlcan Jewish Conference. at its 111:teting on 
Tuead.ay, AUgU.at lat. oona14ere4 a •14• range of queationa pertaining to the present 
and tuture activit1e• of the Conference. 

It received the r9JOrt of the MDd.niatrative Comn1ttee. which 11 steadily 
exp&Dding lta act1T1tle•; lt went into the iatnlN connected with the second aeeeion•• 
deliberation•; it aPProvecl a atatement on an International Bill of Bight• 4rafte4 by 
the Poat-tar OOmmiaaion; it 1A1tn,.cte4 the Mlmin11trative Comnittee to go into the 
matter of cloNr cooperation with organisation• dealing with poat-war proble•. in 
order to avo14 overlapping; it apProve4 the deciaion of the Adm1n11trative Colllllittee 
to recom:Dlnd to the Ncon4 •••ion the ad.m1sai<11 of the Jewlah People I a Frnternal 
Order of the 1.1.0. 

ftle meeti~ waa at tended by th1rt7-four members and alternate•. and presided 
over by Dr. Stephen S. liae and Dr. Israel Goldstein, two of the Co-Chairmen of the 
Conference. 

• • • 
Activ1t1•• of the Ad.m1n11tra)S.Te Comitt .. , The report of the Uminiatrative Comit-
tee. preaente4 b7 it• Chairman. Iow.1 Lipalq. dealt •1th the acceleration and 1nten
e1f1catioai of ti. work of ti. Conference. Jfow aerving a• the ••cutive organ of the 
Conference. the Madniatration Committee haa eatablithe4 closer oont&ct with the 
COJ11111a1ion1. whoH peraonnel haTe been •trencthenecl b7 the addition of new membera, 
th• .AdrniD1atratiTe Coma1ttee baa acte4 upon a number of e•rgeney matters. such al 
the demonatration on llo~. 3\117 31.at. 1n Jew t 0rk Citf. The Adminiatrative Commit
tee haa enp.ce4 a repreaentatiT• 1A laahington to keep the national office informed 
of political atter■ 1A wh1cb tbl Collllld.11iona are concerned. Letter• have been 1ent 
to the loar4 of J>eputiea of lri ti■h J•• an4 to the Sou.th .African Board of Jewish 
Deput1••• aug.eating • exobanp of information on matter• of conmon 1Dtere1t. 

~llowing a thorOU&b ••ad.nation of ti. method of procedure to be adoptecl in 
re9194 to minor1 t7 repor\a comil:lg up on the floor at the aecon4 Hlaion of the Con
ference, the Adm1n1atratlYe Ooaitt•• recowncle4 the ad.option of a rule that &D7 ten 
member• ot a giTea comm1t.tN -, taJm a llinor1t7 report to the plnum of the Confer
ence u4 tha, M7 fift7 ulep.\e•• u, llllabera of a oommittee, mq tab out of 
oOIDlllt.tee a reeolmlon let••e& \!lllre aA4 baft 1\ plaoe4 on tbl _,..n4a of that Con:ter
eDoe. It alao reoowade4 ,1aa,-, _,, Mt.Mr otterel aa • -.>41D11lt to or aubati
t11,e tor a naolut.1~ NJOrtel oa '1le floor of Ul8 ConfeNDoe 11m1t fir■t be referre4 
to th• appropriate oom,\N tor ooulderation aD4 rei,ort. 

b Admfnlatratift Ooadt.tae baa appo1Dtecl a commlttH to reach • underatand.-
. ing with the lor14 Jewi•b Con,reaa concen1D1 cooperation on all mattera ot mutual 

intereat. Tlw prevS.°'11 ..,.. .. , with the World Jniah Congreaa alread7 eatabliahe4 
for the American J•i•h COn:terenoe prlorit7 1D all relation• with the AUErican Gowrn
ment. ita clepartmlnt• aD4 &411Dc1••• 

The MlminiatratiTe CoaaittN baa forwarcle4 to the M:1Srican Zioniat lmergency 
Council a propoaal that •hen actlvit1e■ are renen4, in connection with the Palestine 
Reaolut10n1, before Concre••• ■uch activiti•• be carrie4 on in th• name of the 
Am<'r\ e1.1.n .. Tmri •h ())11 terf!IT\ oe. 

10 
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• • • 
Date and Agencla of the Second Seeaion. Th• Interim Comnittee &PProved the recom-
mend.at ion that the •cond •••ion take place in Chicag0 before the end ot the year, 
but left it to the Ac1miniatrative Committee to announce the ezact date and to make 
final arrangement•. After a length7 di1cuaa1on on the iaet1ea of the second aeasion, 
which are beiDB widely debated b7 delegate• throughout the countr7 and b7 the pre••• 
the Admin1etratiYe Colllld.ttee waa inltructe4 to prepare a tentative agenda for the 
second aeaaion, and to preaent it to the Interim Conmittee at it• nezt meeting in 
September. !'he qneetion ot limitation• 1mpoaed upon the Conference•• scope b7 the 
program adopted in P1ttaburgJi and later at the first ••••ion in Jew York, occupied 
the attention of the meeting. '?he 4iacwaaion revealed considerable difference• of 
opinion. 

• • • 
International Jill of llipta. The Interim Comittee approved the statement drafted 
b7 the Post-War Oomni•aion, expreaaing the view of the Jmierioan Jewish Conference 
that, in order to safeguard the rights of Jews, the United lo.tion1 ehould adopt an 
International Bill of llighta, •mbo411ng the principle• of the lour Jreedoms and the 
Atlantic Charter. The Interim Comnittee authorized the Poet-lar Commiaaion to pre
sent the atatemezlt to the proper governmental authoritie1. The full tezt of the 
statement will be publiahe4 after it 11 presented to the Department of State. 

• • • 
Location and lle&i•trat1ou of Di•placed Jews. The Interim Conmittee approved the 
recoDJDendation of the Poat-war Comisaion that the Conference talo3 tho initiative 
in call1~ together representatives of interested Jewish agencies, to conaider co
ordination in the field of location and registration of displaced Jews which now, 
with the liberation of conaiderable territory inhabited by Jews, has become a 
pressing need. The tu.11 tezt of tbs cleciaion •111 be found below. 

• • • 
RecommenclatioQ to A4P!1t the Jewi1h People•• rraternal Order of the 1.w.o. lOllowing 
the submission ot a report b7 the Admini•trative CoD111ittee, the Interim Committee 
decided to recon:mend to the nezt Naaion or the American Jewish Conference the ad
mission ot the Jew1ah People I a rraternal Order ot the I .w .o., aa a member of the 
aerican Jewiah Conference, in the category- of a national Jewish organization. The 
Adud.niatrative Oomnittee acted on the renewed application of the Jewish Section of 
the I .w.o., which. 11.nce the firat aeaaion, ha.I eatabliahed ita autono!D1' and 
changed 1te name from "Jew1ah Section of the I.I .O." to "Jewish People• a J'raternal 
Order of the I .I .o .• The final decision reata w1 th the forthcoming aecond session 
of the jmerican Jewiah Conference. 

WCATIOI AID DGISTRATION or DISPLACKu ~s. 
The collection of infornation concern1~ dieplaced Jews, their whereabouts, 

their famil;r relations and their identification as to place of origin, former 
reaiclence, citizenship or lack of citizenship, end similar data, ia an e seential 
preliminarJ 1tep to their return, repatriation, reaettlement and rehabilitation. 
Although several international and Jmerican agencies, non-Jewish and Jewish, have 
alre~ undertaken th11 work, it 1• evident that it canmt be efficiently and 
aatiai'actoril)' caiTiecl out throu,,h their uncoordinated effort• or on an1 other 
th&D an international 1cale. It •ema adviaable, too, that the regiatration of 
displaced J•• be carried out, in IO far a• Po••ible, under Jewish au.epic••• or 
with the cooperation and ad.vice of a central Jewiah 8'9nc7. 

In cona14eration of the above, the Interim Colllllitte• of the American Jewish 
Conference. acting on the recammtnclation of tbe Jto•t-l&r Comnieaion, reeolvecl to 
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call together representative• of the intereated Jewish agenciea to conaider the 
following propo aal■ a 
1. The establishment of a central Jewish registry in the United State■ in co
operation with aimilar agenciea abroad; 
2. The eatabliahment of contact• with appropriate national and international 
agencies operating in the same field; 
3. The creation of machinery to gather the reqnired information; 
4. The preparation of a regiatry qneationnaire: 
5. The participation in a world Jewish registry to be established. 

ND YORX DEMONSTRATION DIIWTDS AQrION TO BESCUE EUBOfliN JDS. 

Whatever ~ be the practical result of the great out-door demonstration 1n 
New York City on lt>nday afternoon, July 3lat, attended by more than 60,000 citizen• 
of Hew York, the moral effect of this maas gathering on both Jewish and non-Jewiah 
public opinion waa enorm:>ua. 

The demand that the United State• and other United lations move awiftly to 
reacue the Jewa of Nazi-dominated Burope and take steps to halt further deportation 
from BungarJ has resounded throusiout the country. 

Th• meeting wa.1 sponsored by the American Jewish Conference, its sixty-three 
affiliated and eight cooperating organizations, and waa addressed by Dr. S. S. liee, 
Babbi Isaac Rubinstein, former Chief Babbi of Vilna, Adolph Held, Chairman of the 
Jewish Labor Committee, the Rev. Dr. Geza ii-karo of the Jirat Magyar Reformed Church, 
Henry Monak1', President of B•nai B1rith, former Supreme Court Justice Joaeph M. 
Proalcauer, Preeiclent of the American Jewish CoDIDittee, Aaaiatant U. S o Attorney Gen
eral Horman M. Littell, United States Senator Ralph O. Brewster of Maine, Baruch 
ZU.clcerman of the Labor Zionist Organizations, and Rabbi Irving Killer, Co-Cllairmon 
of the Reacue Co.amiaaion of the jmerican Jewish Conference. 

In hi• meaaage to the gathering, President lranklin D. Roosevelt declared, 
11 I repeat to all concerned rq earlier warning that thoae who participate 1n theae 
act• of aavager1' ahall not go unpunished." Governor Thomae I. Dewey, Rep11blican 
presidential nominee, aaid in hia maa■age: "The heart of all .America ia •1th 10u in 
today• a demon■tration again1t the extermination of luropean Jews." 

• • • 
The Declaration and Demands. 

•Meeting in the ahadow of a traged.¥ unparallelled in human hiatory, thia 
great gatheriDg of American Jew• reaffirlDII 1 ta deep faith in tbe cau■e for which 
the .A.rmed rorce■ of our nation and those of our gallant allies are aheddin~ their 
blood on all battlefield■• Aa a result of their magnificent achievements, the day 
of liberation for all the enslaved peopl•• of the world haa been haatened and i■ 
alm:) at at hand. 

Heartened aa we are by theae aig11a of approaching victory, we are nevertba-
1ea1 moved to despair 11hen we contemplate that b1' the time the war will be won, the 
largeat part of the Jewish population• in lurope may have been exterminated. lour 
million• have alreadl' been put to death and thoae who INl"five live in dan&9r of a 
si~lar fate. The openl7 avowed threat of the Nazi regim to deatroy ner7 la■t 
Jew in the territoriea under it■ control todq assume• gruaeome realityo 

Maet1Dg under the open alq in thia free City of JTn York, we call Beaven 
and Jarth to wi tneaa that civilization will have IIU.ffered an overwhelming defeat if 
Hitler 1• allowed to achieve hia purpo■e. Jor the Jew 1D nery land under lazi con
trol wa1 the tirat target of Hitler 1 • attack on that land and aubaeq,ien tl.y on civi
lization itaelf. le declare that it 1• not ,et too late to deny victory to Bazi•m 
alao on thia front and thua 1ave thouaand• upon thouaanda for the day of liberation. 
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Ill the ll... of Goel an4 Bumani t7, an4 of tho•• i4eal• for which the demo
cratic •orlcl fi&ht• tou.,. •• appeal 1D the firat illatuce to the Preaiclent an4 
the Government of the Uaite4 ltat••• an4 through th• to the United latioDI end to 
the neutral a tat••• to emplOJ' tlW toll.owing •aaurea of reacua without furth9r 
4elqa 

1. 17 mean■ of warnillp, broa4caata an4 all otblr form■ of commmication, 
th• Bunprian GoYel"Dlllllnt ucl people aboulcl be 111114• to realise that the7 will not be 
allon4 to eaoape "111 napona1b111t7 tor the crma now beinc colllllittecl on th8ir 
tern tor,: aD4 that th•J the••lT• 1111■t .._ ne17 poaaibl• effort to halt tha 
cleath march ancl protect th• J•• UD4er tmir control. 

a. ID tu lipt of Mlairal Sort~•• recent otter to the International 
Bed Cro•• to rel .... all Jniah chilclren ,mcler ta. who can obtaill foreigll vi-,a■ 
well aa aclulta •1th Paleatille Tl-, we urge the United. Bation• to adopt imma41ate-
17 all IIIIUUN■ 1N4lnc to the naouation of th•• people.· 

a. b protection of the tJn1te4 State• and the other United Bationa 
ahould be tormall7 and openq eztede4 to the helpl••• Tictiml of 1&&1 peraecution 
withill the occu.piecl territorl••• 

4. ~ropriat• 1111amrea ahoul4 be t&kn to iJMID.ce the Azl• goverDIDIIDt to 
equaliM the ■tam.a of J•• 1D laai-occupi•d territorl••• who are cleprive4 of free
dom of JDOTement, with tbat of prlaoner• of war, m111tar7 or civiliu, in accordance 
with the Geneva Conventioll of 1929. 

5. Ii.nee PaleatiD• 1• the neareat count17 of reto.ce for Jna in the Jal
ku COUD triea, it• door• ahoul4 be fulq opened to th• 07 the llan4ator7 power, and 
Turke7, which 1• the moat •ail.able countr7 of tranait, ahoul4 be in4ucecl to open 
it• frontier•. 

6. fh• United Stat•• ad th• other United latiOll■ abou14 4-clare that 
all territoriea UD4er tMir adminlatration are opa to all J•• •bo can be reaCUN 
encl ti. neutral nat1ona ahall lllmwi.•• declare that the7 will facili tat• th• tranait 
of th••• people to the atoreantioud territorlea. 

7~ lillce atanatioa coatilmAa to be o• of litlAr•• moat effecti•• weapon• 
of aatra.ction, all ••• lhould be tebD b7 tm United lationa, conaiatent with th• 
war effort, to brine food aD4 M41cwnta to the •••~• Jna uncler th• au.apicea 
of the International &e4 Oro••• 

a. All •uwea lhould be tma bT tha milltarT authoritiea, •1th the help 
of the under,rowul foroea, to deatro7 the impleJIIIIA,a, fac111tiea ucl place• where the 
1a111 have CUT1e4 out thair -• ezemtiona. 

•• aolemq uol&N that fifer, hov of 4-~ 1D illplealllllting t•• ••mre• 
incr•aH• th8 .,_-a, 8D4 n.tters.n. of thoH J- llbo are ■ till ad.er ~1• 4om1Dation 
and ad4a Dft thoa.•-4• to the death toll. 

le MDNt; Naaia as.lent. le flllllD4 IID4 contiuatq expect that ti. United 
Su.tea ad tba otur Ullitecl lation• will moT• nift:i, to ream• tho•• •ho ca •till 
be aaved, a4 pmiah the pllt7 tor their iDhDMP aria•.• 

• • • 
fhe Jftiah pr••• of tu oomtrr COJ111Dde4 th• Adrlcan Jenab Cont•r•c• 

for the 1n1tiat1Te it ha• takllll ill callilll ti. 4e1110Datration aA4 particularq tor 
it• aucceaa ill uziiting, thro~ thia demonatratio».. all ei.mata of aeriCM J•r1 
ill a Joiat effort Oil bebalt of the Jn• of hro,e. 

- - - - - - - - -
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llCOMMEND.ATIOIS OJ' THE ST. LOUIS and SOUTRIBN ILLINOIS DELEGATION. 

At the meeting of the St. Louie and Southern I llinoia delegate• to the 
American Jewish Conference, held on July 13th, it was unanimously agreed to recom
mend to the Interim CommittN of the Conference: 

1) That the Junerica Jewish Conference be headed by one peraon instead of a 
Co-Chairmanahip of three. 
2) That both the Interim Committee and the Administrative Comnittee be ao 

ealarged ao aa to give &9ographical representation of the rank and file through
out the country, in addition to the already exilting representation of the bloce. 
3) That further effort• be made to take into the Conference as many of the 
organizationa that are not within the Conference to date as are possible, within 
reaeon aad without aacrifice of the principles of the Coiiference. 

- - -- - - -
I !l B R I E J' 1 

Dr. Bobert Qordia, newly elected President of the BIJ.bbinical .uaembly of 
.America, •ill henceforth repreaent hia organization aa a delegate to the Jmerica 
Jewish Conference, and aa a member on the Interim Committee. Dr. Gordie replace• 
Dr. Louia Levitsky, outgoing Preaident of the Babbinical Aaeemb~, who wae the 
delegate at the first aeaaion of the Conference. 

• • • 
Mr. Sam Bera will hereafter represent the American rederation for Poliah 

Jew• aa their national delegate to the Conference, in place of Dr. Simon Segal. 

JUST PUBLISIJ:D 

'?Bl AMIBICd JIIISH COBDBEllCI 
Its Organization and froceedinga, Jirat Session, 1943. 

a authentic record of the Pittabu.rgh m1eting, the organization of 
the Conference and of the tranaactiona of the Jlirat S.aeion held in 
B• York, ..ugu.at 29 to, September 2, 1943. 
Include• tba diacuaaion of all the Commi tteea at the Conference, the 
adopted Beaolutiona, doCW111ntary material. liata of deleptea elected 
to and regiatered at the Conference, liat of orga.nizatioaa and ind1-
v14ualJI who aent mea1agea of ll"eetinga and a comprehenaive Inieg of 
namaa and topic•. . Cloth bound 4tl'/ page• 3.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ml8riC8Zl Jewiah Conferace 
521 1if th Ave . , I•• York, 17, 
Oentlemena 

I. y • 

Pleaae aend ml ______ _ 
AMEBIC8 JDISH CONDBISCI 

Date _______ _ 

copiea of the Proceeding• of the 
at ta.oo each. 

IID.clo1ed. 1• m'¥ check tor $ ___ _ 

·-·-------------
.&Adreaa ____________ _ 

I 
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D I G :I S T 0 1 TH lt f BESS 

SHALL IT :BE THE UST SESSIOHJ 
1 Because of eome untoward experience at the first session of the Jmeri can 

Jewish Conference O certain leading Jews in America are inclined to give up the 
idea of making any further attempt to ·build a centralized, de1I1>cratic Jewish 
leadership in Mlenica. They are inclined to regard the forthcoming se a>nd session 
of the Conference aa the last one, being of the opinion that the nain function of 
that sesaion 1• to elect a peace delegation to represent MD.erican Xlal-I•rael at a 
Peace Conference, after which tbe aerican 3ewillh Conference ahould diaaolve. 

Such an approach could be explained psychologically and might even be Juati
fied 0 on the ground that the Interim Com:nittee has, to everybody's deapair 0 been 
lacking in fighting spirit and initiative and has ~nerally been slow in implement
ing the Conference's program. However, the thought of giving up the Conference idea 
may be regarded as a betrayal of Jewiah interests in the worldooo 

To give up the American Jewiah Conference would mean to abandon all hope 
for a possible de1I1>cratization of Jewiah life in Americaoo• The .Americm Jewish 
Conference mu.st become the arena in which to carcy on a determined and cont irruoue 
struggle for Jewiah democracy .•• le must fight for the idea that the Conference ia 
not just another central organisation of Jews in Americap not a teq>orary institu
tionp but the supreme body, the Jewish parliament for Jewiah interests o •• 

The r emnanta of Jew• the world over, in their last hope, are looking to ua 
for great deeds. Let us not betr~ that hope .•• • 

David Bebelaq, Yiddiaher Kempfer, 7 o28o44 
- - - - - - - - - = 

THi NEXT STV .A!J'l'ICIPAllD. 
"With regard to the"unit7 maae maeti~ apomored by the .American Jewish 

Conference in co=operation With au.ch non-affiliates ae the .American Jewish Comnittee 
and the Jewish Fraternal Order of the I .I .O. • Dr. John Slawsonp emcut ive vice p-ea
ident of the .American Jewiah CoD1nittee, aaicla 1 1e hope that thia step in collabor
ation in behalf of the Hungarian Jews will be a forerunrer of a unified program by 
Jewish organi&ationa joined together on the hitJ:iee t humanitarian groundso• We hope 
ao too. We ahould like to interpret the aentimlnt expresaed by Dro Slawson as a 
tacit admiaaion of a grave error comnitted by the Conmittee in withdrawing from the 
American Jewiah Conference. The future action& of Dr. Slanon and hie colleagu.ea 
will indicate how 1111ch real effort the Committee is prepared to invest to,,ard the 
reali&ation of a •unified program by Jewish organization• Joined together on the 
hitJ:ieat humanitarian grounds.• Of course, good will is mandatory on all sides .1 

Independct Jewiah Hewe Service, 8.4.44 

COLI,AB>IW'ION IS lQSS Im.I . 
1 In a recent meeting for the purpoae of diacua■ ing the Hungarian ai tuation 

the .American Jewish Ooaference waa able to rise above aome of the handicaps with 
which its initial sessions were shackled, and to receive the cooperation of a nwn
oer of groupa out side the Conference. 

Representative& of the .AmericanJewiah Committee, the .At;udath Israel, the 
Reviaionieta, the Jewilh People•• Committee, and the Jewieh section of the Inter
national Workers• Order met with representatives of the jmerican Jewish Conference, 
which comprises the rest of organized Jewiah groups in the United Stateso 

.lll this means that there will be a whole range of subjects of vital inter 
est to American Jews, upon which practically every section of organized .American 
Jewry can express an opinion and pledge its cooperation. We look forward with con
fidence to the strength which comes from unity, aa the fruits of this collaboration." 

.A.mlrican Hebrew, 7.28044 
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AMERIO.AN JDJISH OONFDl:WCE 

MINUTES OF AIMINIS?RATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
THURSDAY, AUGUST lO, 1944 

PRF.SENT: Louis Lipsky, Chairman; Maurice l3isgyer, Samuel caplan, Mrs, Epstein, 
J • George Fred.man, SaJDuel Rothstein, Herman Shulman; Meier Grossman, JJln Jarcho, 
I, L. Kenen and Dr. A. s. Kohanski of the staff. 

M INUT]:S OF MEET ING 8 /1 / 44: .Approved. 

X l-ROrOSAL OF RESCUE OOMMISSION: It was reported that the Rescue Commission has 
scheduled a meeting for tomorrow, August 11th, of representatives of those 
organizations which cooperated wt th aD.c1 participated in the Mass Demonstration 
for the purpose of continuing the joint action started at the mass meetin~ -
to discuss whether a delegation should be sent to Washington to submit a prograJD; 
to look into the matter of whether it is possible to create a Commission in 
Hungary to provide food, etc.; and to continue cooperation on rescue -work. 

The Administrati vo Committee gave its unanimous approval, 

THE JDfISH REVIEW: Mr, Grossman asked authorization to make an arrangement with 
the Jewish Review for the next six months, to publish in 1 ts four-page weekly 
supplement (devoted exclusively to the activities of national Jewish organiz
ations throughout the country) re_ports in connection with the American Jewish 
Conference. 

It was moved and carried that an appropriation, not to exceed $350.00, be made 
for that purpose, 

.A.RRANGiMENTS FOR SECOND SESSION: Discussion as to whether a personal visit should 
be made to Chicago in connection with hotel arrangements for the Second Session 
resolved in tho decision that we communicate with delegate Max Bressler of 
Chicago to secure the necessary preliminary information. 

FINANCIAL REl-ORT: Mrs. Jarcho reported: that income from January 1st to 
July 31st, 1944 was $50,760.10 and disbursements $44,210.58, leaving an oper
ating surplus of $6,549.52; that the cost of the Mass Demonstration was $6,072.02 
( excluding telephone and telogrsph bills not submi ttod as yet), of which 
$2,055.00 has to date boen received from organizations which participated, 
leaving moro than $4,000.00 due the Conference. 

In the matter of the $5,000,00 note due Manufacturers Trust and Savings l3ank on 
August 24th, motion was made and carried that: 11 the Chairman is authorized to 
renew this note if, in his discretion, he deE:llla 1 t necessary". 

The Chair recommended that the financial statements hereafter refloct in some 
form that tho definite pledges made by the Welfare Fun<ts are assets. It wo.s 
suggested they be oalled nContingent Assets" or fl Accounts Receivable". 

RELEASE OF STATD&ENT RE. ]l{ERGENCY CCMMITTEE TJ SAVE THE J]IISH l'EOl'LE 
OF DJROPE: Discussion pertaining to relea,;ae of this statement indicated it we.o 
the consensus that we communicate with the U.J,A. and the J.D.C. to 1ssuo n 
joint statment or one of their own, in support, 
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Motion was made and ca.Tried that II we make an effort to secure the support of 
a statement to be issued by the Conference from tho u.J.A. (which includes tho 
J .D. c. and the U.l- .A. ) 11 • In the event this support cannot be secured by 
TuesdaY afternoon or Woanesday morning, than this statement is to be released 
by the Conference itself. The vote was unanimous with the exception of 
Mr. Bisgyer's vote recor4ed in the negative. 

60MMUNICATIJN TO CO-CHAIRMEN JJAERIC.AN ZIONIST BlERGENOY CJUNCIL: The Chair 
reported that in reply to his letter of July 1th addressed to Dr. Wise and 
Dr. Silver, as Co-Chairmen of the American Zionist Bnergency Council, Dr.Silver 
replied under date of August 2nd, stating: 

"••· .... Mr. Lipsky should have reported that I discussed the contonts 
of the lotter with him verbally and called his attention to certain 
basic difficulties involved in the request - touching the attitude of 
the non-Zionist organizations who are members of tho Conference, in 
case we agree to have the Congress Resolutions promoted from now on as 
a Conference project. I told him to inquire of those organizations if 
they would raise any obJections,for if they do, it will certainly 
embarrass us••·-·····• I have been waiting to hear from him." 

It was tho decision of the Administrative Committee that the reply to Dr. Silver 
indicates that "organizations that are affiliated with the Conference will not 
take any offensive steps." 

POST-WAR COMMISSivN AND WORLD JDfISH COOORESS: Tho Chair eta.tea that there was to be a meeting betweon representatives of the World Jewish Congress and the 
American Jewish Conference at 11:30 A.M. tomorrow, FridaY, August 11th. Dis
cussion oentereo on the business of this meeting an<l the Chair suggested that 
all appr~achos, contc.cts and relations with the .American Government, its 
Agencies, Bureaus an.a Departments shall be led by the .American Jewish Contaaoe 
supported by the World Jewish Congress; that all approaches to other govern-
ments shall be led by the World Jewish Congress supported by the .Ainerican JeWish 
Conference. But that in cases where there is disag:reeaen t. independent action raa:, be taken. 

After a full discussion, it was the consensus that the meeting should be held, no commitments oade, mm to report back to the A,3ministrative Cor.ltlittee. 

'ff .AR ».fERGENCY CONFERENCE: It was roport~ that the War :Ebergency Conference, 
postpone<\ fron last May, 1s now aoheduloo to be held on Nover.iber 11th. The 
Chair pointed out thnt holding this W81' :Ehergency Conference three weeks in 
advance of tho Second Session of the ADerlcan Jewish Conforonce is likoly to 
lead to a great deal of confusion. Mr. Shul.I!lan was of tho opinion that it 
would be in order for the American Jewi ah Conference to act as host anc\ porhaps 
invite tho Boa.rd of Deputies, as the World Jewish Congress oould only invi to 
its own organizations. 

It was agreed that the holding of the Wer liborgency Conference in advance would 
be untioely; and 1 t should be postponeC, until after tho Second Session. 

I-OST-I.AR OOMMISSION: The Chair asked that the ninutes recor(\ that Co-Chairoen 
Hayia Greenberg has withdrawn his resignation, 

The ,Mministrative Co0ttittee was infome~ that tho ~oat-Wer Oomisaion is 
aen~ing a delegation to Acting Secretary of Stato Stetliniua on Mond~, 
August 14th, consisting ot Mias Evens, Dr. Trachtenberg aru\ Dr. Xohanaki, 
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to present the International Bill of Rights. It was suggesteo that the 
Co-vb.airmen of the Fost-War Cocaission er1~/or Chairnan of the Mninistrative 
Coami ttee shoult\ be presant at this meeting. Mr. Greenberg r.laY be persunned 
to go. The Chairnan had urge<l Mr• Greenberg to becone a nenber of the dele
gation. 

Discul:sion ensued as to whether the Interio Connittoe gave the At\ninietrative 
Coan:. ttee power regaJ"r'ing inplecentation of prograos work~ out by the 
Connissiona. It was the consensus that this had alreat"-y been established 
ano dia not noet\ to be rea:t'firoed. 

NEXT MEliil'ING: The next meeting was eahedul.ed for Tl'll.rsdaY. August 24th, 
at 6 1-,M. 

Meeting adjourned. 

• • • 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
MEMBERS OF TSE .ADUINIS!I'IU.TIVE COUUI!I'TEE 

.Ann Jarcho 

Next Administrative Committee Meeting 

DATE: August 15,- 1944 

Please be advised that the next meeting of the Administrative Comnittee 
is scheduled for: 

Thursdey, Au.gust 24, 6 P. M. at the Conference Offices. 

• • * • • 

A digest of the minutes of the last Administrative Committee mooting 
(held August 10) are onclosod herewith. 

Eno. 
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UNI'rlD WOBXING COKMITTIE J O ll RESCUE 

Initiative of the Conference Bears 1ruit 

A further step toward the unification of all forces dealing with the res-
cue of European Jewry was made when, on August 11, the Rescue Commission

1 
of the Ameri

can Jewish Conference called together representatives of all organizations which co
operated with the Conference in org11,nizing the Mass Dexoonstration in New York, to dia
cucs possibilities of continuing coordinated rescue work. In addition to cooperating 
organizations which participated in organizing the Demonstration, the Vaad Hatu.lah 
(rescue organization of the Orthodox Jews) and Agudas Israel were represented at the 
meetingo 

Rabbi Irving Miller, Co-Chairman of the .Rescue Comn1ssion of the .American 
Je~ish Conference, proposed the creation of an informal conmittee, to be compoaed of 
the organizations represented at the meeting, for continued effort to rescue European 
Jewry, particularly the Jewa of Hungary. After discussing ways and means of coopera,.. 
tion, it was decided to appoint a ,vorking comnittee Which should represent all organ
izations affiliated and not affiliated with the .&merican Jewish Conference, and which 
should speak on behalf of i..merican Jewry on matters of rescue. It should alao act as 
n delegation to appear before our Government or i ta agencies aa the occasion ··m,q de
mand, . 

It waa further suggested that an office be maintained in Washington to 
carry out deciaions that require imnediate action. 

The meeting was conducted in a ap1r1t of harmony, aa all thoae present ex
pressed the deaire to create a united instrument for rescue activitiea. 

Preaent at the meeting were: Babbi Irving Killer. presiding; Maurice 
:Biagyer of B' nai :Sri th, Mrs. Judi th G. Epatein of Badaasah, Rabbi Grosofalq of Vaad 
Hatza.lah, Isaac Hamlin of Labor Zionist Bloc. Eugene Hevesi of .American Jewish Co.
mittee, Rabbi A. Italmanovitz of Vaad Hatzalah, Samiel L. Xatz of New Zionist Orge.ni-
zation, Dr. A. Leon mibowitalti of World Jewiah Congress, Jacob i,t.rrue of Mizrachi 
Organization, Lira. David deSola Pool of Hadasaah, llora .R. Rothenberg of llational 
Council of Jewish Women, G. Sandler of Jewish Peoples J'raternal Order, IWO, David 
s. Shecket of Bew Zionist Ort,Lnization, David Sher of American Jewish Com:nittee, 
Robert Silvermaii of United Palestine Appeal, Louie H. Sooel of Joint Diatribu.tion 
Commi. ttee (a.a obaerver) aDd Michael ':rreaa of Agudaa I arael o 

• • • 
A delegation of the working oomnittee, 00mpo1ed of Eugene Heveei, Babbi A. 

Kalmanovi tz, I. L. Xenen (American Jewilh Conferen 01), Dr. A. Leon Jtubowi tzld, 
B. Sherman (Jewish Labor Comni ttee) and Babbi Solom;>n Metz wellt to l&ehingtoa oa 
.Augu.et 16th to aubmit to Mr. John I. Pehle, Director of the War Befu.gee Board cer
tain propoeals on ezped1t1·~ the reecue of Jew• in lurope . 

~•o 
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S'?ADMDTT OB IBTERN.A.TIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS PDSINTED 'ro STATE DEfART~~ A statement on the International »ill of Rights, drafted by the Post W Commission. of the .American Jewish Conference and approved by the Interim Conrni ttee at its last meeting, was submitted on August 14th to the United Staten State Departmento A delegation composed of Hayim Greenberg of New Yorks Co-Ch~irman of th Poat-War Commission of the Conference, Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg of Eas-r;on, a., Jane Evans of Cincinnati, Ohio, members of the Comniaeion, and Dr o A. S . Koha skit secretary of the Collllliaeion, were received by Under Secretary of State Edward Ro Stettinius, Jr., to whom the statement was presented. Expressing the view of the American Jewiah Conference, the delegation pointed out that in order t SE:.feguard the baaic human rights of every individual, the United Nations should adopt an I ternational :Bill of Rights and create adequate machinery for its enforcement ~ The del.e gation further emphasized that such »ill of Ri91ta is a basic principle of worl security aad it expreaaed the hope that the proposals which it &ub ·tted be given due consideration by the Jbur Powers at their forthcomi~g discussions on post-war security. 
• • • 

Statement on International Bill of Right• 

Heretofore the principle of absolute independence of each state in determimng the rights of its inhabitants has permitted certain states to discriminate between one section of its population an against anotner section. It has further allowed a condition to develop in hich a givut state could deprive certain groups of its citizens of their basic human rights in violation of the standards of such rights as accepte y the 
civilized world. 

Until the rise of Nazi rule in Germany, the Jews i E ope e . joyed under Constitutional law equal rights with t e rest of the citi • zens of each atate~ In the Central-Eastern states of Europe , the Je aa members of a minority group, together with the members of other 
miDority groups. were furt er guaranteed equal status wit tne r t o the population, through a system of Minority Treaties, Declarations o 
Conventions. Am::>ng the general rights recognized in these T eaties, Declarations or Conventions ere: (a) ctate protection of life ~ liberty and freedom of worship for all inhabitants; (b) equal trca .ent oefore the law and full civil and political rights for all citizens . Each 
1tate assumed these obligations as "fundamental law" not to be changed. 
by su·baequent legislation or administration, md further reco ized 
them as of "international concern," and subject to the uperv aion of 
the Le&g\le of Nations . 

lhile these guarantees served to a certain degr e in a tually safeguarding the basic individual human rights of the Jews and other members of minority groups, several states, which were boun by thee Treaties, were still able to discriminate against t eir J i h popula tiona and to deprive them of many of their basic equal rights . This was particularly due to the fact that the international instrumentality of enforcing those guarantees was defective and in some instances inoperative. The roost flagrant breach of human rights ho.c b n per trated by Germany, since the advent of the Nazi R gime, in its b1 tal treatment of the Jewish population. 
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Thus the total disregard of civilized concepts of individual 
human rigbta on the part of some states resulted in acts of violence, 
enelavement and exterminntion against large sections of the popula
tion of Europeo Herein lie the roots of the international anarchy 
that contributed to the assault of the Axis powers on the civilized 
world .. 

In order to secure the dignity.of man and hie individual human 
rights against future violationo there nu.st be a !ill of Rights that 
shall be guaranteed by the nations of the world. Such a Bill and its 
guarantee rIJa¥ be embodied lil a universal covenant among the nations, 
or in a aeries of international covenant• among certain groups of 
natione. 

The American Jewish Conference, in seeking to safeguard the 
bu.man rights of Jews on an equal basis with those of all other human 
beings, therefore, urges that the world order which the United Bationa 
are reaolved to eatabliah have as one of ite foundations an Inter
national Bill of Righte 9 expressing the principles of the Four J'reedoma 
and the Atlaatic Charter, and embodyingg 

. 
lo J'ull and complete protection of life~ liberty 0 freedom of 

worshipD and civil rights for the inhabitants of all countriea without 
distinction of birth, nationality, l.anc,~9 race or relig on. 

211 Unequivocal equality of rights in la: and in fact for all 
the citizens of every countryo 

3 .. The inalienable right of all religioue, ethnic and cultural 
groups to maintain and foster their respective group identities on the 
basis of equalityo 

4. The establishment of appropriate and adequate national mid 
international machinery to secure the enforce=nt of these rigbtao 

• • • 

lide to Conference Statement on the Bill of Riahta 

Both the general and the Jewiah preaa gave wide publicity to the etatement 
on the International Bill of Rigita which wae 8\lbmitted by a delegation of the Ameri
can Jewiah Conference to the United States State Department o The statement urged the 
promulgation of an Internation 1 !ill of Rifjlta and the establ18.hment of national and 
international mchiner7 to secure its enforcement o The general press pu:blilhed 1ub
atantial excerpts from the atate.roon and the entire Jewiah press carried editoral• in 
aupport of 1 ts demands o 
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D I G E S 'I'__ 0 F T H E _f_ R E S S 

THE PITTSBURGH AGREEMENT .AND. MORAIS 
"There has been a great deal of loose talk lately aoout the inmorality of 

breaking the Pittsburgh Agreementoooit is being argued now that to extend the scope 
of the .American Jewiah Conference still further by including in it the problem of 
anti-Semitism as it affects the .American scene would ·be e. breach of contract, and 
that of course is imnoral, diahonest and flrnacking of da.plicity. as one of the chief 
adherents, and incidentally beneficiary of the Pi,ttsDUrgh .Agreeme~t~ put it recently 
in an off-the-record but very heated session.av 

Pittsourgi is not Sinai and consequently may be approached with an attitude 
alit;ltly less than veneration.. But granted that the sanctity of a contract does not 
quite depend on geography, what is there in the Pittsburgh Agreement that cannot be 
changed without committing a crime bordering on mral turpitude? Let 0s go back to 
history for n little li&ht on the subjecto 

The Pittsburgh Agreement was signed in the winter of 1942 in the form of a 
call for an .American Jewish Assembly .. That agreement was binding on the national or
ganizations that signed it o Agreed.. :But after the origi al call a larger number of 
organizations joined in the venture, giving it a new turn.. It is under this new con
trol that the very name of the Assembly was changed to Conference and the rules and 
regulations governing the elections were prcmu . .lgated. Then came the thousanda upon 
thousands of elector 9 who parti ipating in the elections o platforms that had 
nothil:a.g to do with the Pittsourgh Agreement~ gave still a new turn to the American 
Je um Conference. They, as e.:. as the delegates whom they have e ... ected, believed 
that the .American Jewish Conferen e would oe sovereign~ that the delegates, in session 
assemoled, cold and would make their own program~ decide on their on agenda o That's 
how the Pittsburgh eement was gradua.11.y up~lemented and fina ly, I take it, sup-
planted by the American Je ish Conference itselfo 

Th1Bi to me, is good reasoning aDd ~od moralao It certainly is good demo
c t c procedure. W t is more, 1. t is the sine qua non for the success of the Con
ference"" oOf course, mau y of those who invoke the Pi ttsblrfjl .Agreement as if it were 
a part of the Holy Writ, Ylhile hundering deprecations on those who dare pit the 
people above Pittsburgh areu 0t inte ested in m:>ra sat all. What they want tx> eave 
is not virtu but vested interests." off 

IN TASX or THE CONFERENCE - TO l3E A TRIBUNAL 
11 ••• The American Je ish Conference, after t e pyrotechnics and excitement 

of last year, has not done very rm.1ch to achieve what we understood was to have Deen 
its prime function, namely, to become a triounal for all the agreements of Jewish 
life so that o~ those euojects we could speak as a Jewish comnunity, authoritative1¥ 
as a united .American Jewish coamuuity. It ia in thia area that the Conference seem• 
to have failed. It seems to us that the very people who were m::>st responsible for 
oringing it into being are the ones who have prevented ita oecoming what they told 
ua the Conference was to neo Whether it was oecause they are unwilling to have the 
Conference encroach upon the r territory and speak out on eubjects for which they 
themselves are the authoritative spokesmen or whether it was because the Conference 
attempted to speak authoritatively on subjects where there is no unanimity and hence 
no single voice could alone speak on on tneae ~ibjects - we do not know. Bu.t the 
fact remain• that to ua the American JewiBh Conferue appears to be a ne·ru..1oua in-
ati til tion in a foggy sort of area uttering t"orth a anactowy sort of ound now and the~, 
indiatii.ct, distant as if com1ag from the "ahades11 .. 

•we make tnese ataiements not out of a desire to kill the Conference, but 
in th~, hope of stimulating diEcussion and re-eDlni.nation Which f'Ml.Y lead to a renewal 
of life and the performance of useful 1\mctions, when the Confe1·ence reassemble• 1n 
Chicago and decides to go on from there." 

Jewieh Ledger· !' Auguet 4, 1944. 
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THE INmIA'!IVE or THE CONFERENCE PRAISED BUT O O O 

. 1 The atatement on locati~egistratj.on o' di~ aced Jews by the 
Post-War Commiaaion of the American Jewish Conference is a timely and higb.ly im-• 
portant announcement. If that proposed plan is carried th.1"ough in an appropriate 
manner, a great service will be rendereda It is true !' such an undertaking requires 
enorzooua expenses, but I do believe that the Aneric8l.i. Jewish onferen{.e will easily 
obtain the required funds, once it will start that u~efu.l 111ork., 

It is 8U.pernuous to say that I was never very much in love with the .Ameri
can Jewiah Conference. Since its inception, I considered it an organization doomed 
to inactivity. I an, .bowever 0 ready at any ti~ to glve cred · t for useful work, 
when such will be done. Stillp I am not free of fear that said resolution, no 
matter ho• good, will not remain merely •on paper o" My fears stem from my con 
viction that the ~rican Jewish Conference is nothing roore than a •paper organi
zation." 

INTERNATIONAL BILL OJ' RIGHTS o COMMENTS a 

1 The memorandum on an ~"I-;;_ternational B~.ll of .Righ. s" s-.1.bmi tted to the State 
Department by the Post-War Conrnission of the .Amer can Jew eh Conference is a very 
important step .•• All work to safeguard and protect the rights of the Jewish people 
must begin now ••• 

Another mamorandum on the rights of be Jewi h people in pos war Europe 
was submitted to the State Departll2nt by the .American Je •• h Oo~i!, e o o. 

r.his shows the regre ttable pl · 't, in the Je i Gh ... ampo o Ql t ., however,, not 
enough just to regret the split o" oThe American Je'fliBh Comrni t .,ee and a).:i. the other 
groups that want common action in the truggi r he J· .. lf:.tsh in ere 1t8 mst become 
united Within the .American Jewiah ConferenoeoooHowe ·er 9 b fore that unity can be 
acllieved, ways and means must re found for a wo ka. J. cooperation between the Ameri
can Jewiah Conmittee and the other groups that are st Q outside of the Conference •• '1 

Editorial t, Morning J're heit !, 8ol5o44 

"The four main demands contained in the memorandum oo an II International Jill 
of llighta11 aubmitted to the State Departme t by the Amer" can Jewish Conference are a 
part of the principle• to be adopted by every ge ... u.1~e deD at c country 4) o oW i thout 
these rights no democratic order could be preservedoooFu.11 and complete Jewiah 
righta were always inter-connected with a broad democratic orderoooOnly in a true 
democracy can Jen find protection of life and libertyo o Jl' 

lditorial p Yorw~ d n 8ol6 o44 

1 fhe formulation of the memorandum on an "I ternational :Bill of Right_. 
aul:mi tted to the State Department by the .American Je·w h O:mfe ence is both correct 
and all-embracing .•• 

lhile the .American Jewish Commit ee deemed • ~perfluous to demand national 
and cultural righta, the Maerican Jewish -Confere e fom d it necessary and Justly ao 
to make that demand a apecific point in its statexoont o o oThe experien e after World 
War I taught us tbat unless the na ional ri s of hn c g ups are safeguarded, 
violations not only of civic rights bu a so of elemen •. ·r r hu.rnau rights are bound 
to follow... , 

Let ua hope the coming Four Power Conference wi.11 give its fu.1.1 attention 
to the memorandum of the .Americ ,JP. ish Conference :• hi b i J ly deserves o• 

Edi torie.1 11 T.1.:1.e D ;, 8 o 16.,44 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUmJ Hill 2-7197 

August 22, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th st. at Ansel Rd. 
Clffeland, Ohio 

Dear nr. Silver: 

New York 17, N. Y. 

I have your letter of &gust 14th and 
llr. Lipsky has also relayed to m.e the substance of your 
conversation with him. 

Under the oiroumstanoes, I do not pro
pose to continue the argument on the Conference sponsor
ship of resolutions. However, I hope that when the 
resolutions are revived, we can work out some method by 
which the Conferenoe will participate in their advooaoy. 

In the meantime, may I suggest that you 
oall a meeting of the Palestine Conmission, which has 
not met since May? The Interim Comnittee baa scheduled 
its next meeting for September 12th, and it ma.y be feasible 
to oall a meeting of the Palestine Commission for noon on 
Sept; ember 11th. 

ILK:FSK 

Sincerely yours, 

THE INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE DELEGATES OP THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS 
ON: THE RESCUE OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS .AND STATUS OF JEWS IN "THE 
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THB JEWISH PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINE. 
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5 21 Fifth A venue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 

August 24, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
% The Temple 
East 105th St. at lnsel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

New York 17, N. Y. 

In your note to me received today, you 
suggest that the Palestine Conrnission meeting be held 
Tuesday, September 11th. 

September 11th falls on a Monday. I 
would prefer to make this on Monday, if possible, 
pro vi ding you intend to be in the city on that day, 
since the Interim Committee meeting will be all day 
Tuesday. 

However. if you meant Tuesday, September 
12th• please let me know as so es possible and I 
shall send out notices. 

ILK:FSK 

Sincerely yours, 

I. L. Kenen 

THE INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED BY THB DELEGATES OP THB AMERICAN 
JEWISH CO FERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLE fENT ITS RESOLUTIONS 
ON: THE RESCUE OP EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JEWS IN THI:! 
POST-WAR ORLD; THE RIGHTS OP THE JEWI H PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PAL •STINE. 
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~INU·res OF ADMINIS·rRA·rIVE COHMir·rEE ~;1 EETING 
TH0RSD~Y , ~UG0Sf 24, 1944 

PRESEN·r: Louis Lipsl~y, Chairman; Maurice Bisgyer, Max Bressler 
(guest) Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Jane Lvans, J. George Fredman, 
~~.rilliam' Gerber, Charles P. l\ramer, Rabbi Irving Miller, Samuel 
Rothstein, Herman Shulman, Mcyor ':'J. Weis gal, David Wertheim; 
Meir Grossman ond I. L. Kenen of the staff. 

MINUTES OF MEETING 8/10/44: Approved. 

DATE OF SECOND SESSION OF ·rHE CONFERiNCE: Mr. Bressler reported 
that no hotel facilities were available in Chicago for December 2nd 
but that he hacl tal{en an option on the Stevens Hotel for November 
12th, good until August 31st. Mr. Kenen reported that hotels ·were 
available in Pittsburgh and Cleveland for December 2nd. ·rhe 
advisability of advancing the date of the second session because 
of the acceleration of the war v,.ras discussed. Mr. Shulman moved 
for reconsideration of the date but later withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Bisgyer moved thot the Administrative Committee proceed with 
arrangements for the second session, to be held beginning Sunday, 
December 3 and continuing to the afternoon of December 6th, at the 
William Penn Hotel at Pittsburgh, or any other suitable hotel 
available in that city. This was carri ed unanimously. 

It was the consensus of the meeting that no announcement be made 
in the press of the proposed date and place of the second session 
before Labor Day, but that an announcement to that effect go 
forward to the delegates. 

1 GREEMEN·r \I\JI•rH WORLD JE'HISH CONGRESS: Following a meeting b:3twcon 
representatives of the 7orld Jewish Congress and a sub-comrnitt8e of 
the Administrative Committee consisting of Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Bisgycr 
and Mr. Grossman, the f~rld Jewish Congruss submitted its proposals 
for collaboration. Mr. Bisgyor moved that a copy of thi~ statement 
be sent to the members of the committee and that tho matter be 
considered at the next me0ting of the Administrative Comrnltte8. 
This was carried. 

REPOR·r OF RESCUE COMMISSION: Rabbi Miller asked that his following 
report be incorporated in the minutes. He stated: 

"In pursuance of what Ir g rded as my o.uthority and duty as 
co-chairman of the Rescue Comrni sion, certain thinP,s took place 
within the past two weeks and cE:rtain things have happened as a 
result. I would like this Admir1istrati vo Cammi ttcc to take formaJ 
action with respect to these things, and if the Administrative 
Committee will feel that it will have greater freedom of choice, 
at the same time, I present my resignation. 
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n•rhis commi ttoe irill recall that en.rly in the year, the Interim Committee authorized the Hescuc Cormnission to invi to to participate in its work other Jcvish organizations interested in rescue work. The Interim Committee went a step further 2nd granted the Rescue Commission a certain measure of autonomy :i.n order that other organizations not affiliated with the Conference should feel a. greater measure of freedom in joining v1ith the Rescue Commission. 

"I did not act upon these instructions of the Interim Committee but rather upon a specific resolution passed by tho Rescue Commission, \r.rhon I invi t_ed all J·ev1ish organizations, without any exception, in New York City, to attend a conference on Monday night, July 17th at the Biltmore Hotel to discuss the Jewish situation in Hungary. ·rhe action of the Comn:i ssion authorizing rac to call this meeting specifically stated that I vns to call 'all' Jerish organiz 1. tion s, and I proceeded to do so • :i hout c. ny exceptions. Accordingly, I invi tcd also the Jeuish PfJoplos Cammi ttce ~nd the Jerri sh Peoples Fraternal Order. At that very evening I was remonstrated with by the r(;prescntatives of the Jev1ish Labor Committee who asked me what authority I had to do so o My ansv.,er vvas that I thou~ht I acted by authority of the resolution. 
11 ·rhat conferE:nce resolved upon + \.'O things: (1) to sronsor the demonstration ,_.n d (n) that follovrin t~ the demonstration a 1 Jewish organizations pnr t lcip~tibg wcr Lo be called again into confcr8nce to provide for a joint delegation to submit to tho appropriate authorities the results of the d0J11ands t:.dopted nt the dcmonstrc..tion. All Jewish organizations i th the exception of the 1 gudas Israc)l and the Agudas Harabonim particlpa tud in the demonstration. I thi.nl{ thnt the American Jewish Conf8r 8ncc received :its full h.:-i.rc of credit in the press and in public opinion for thut d monstra tion. 

"'rhen I reported to the Administr ~;. ti ve Cammi ttee thn t I ,:ras to cnll, the very next day, a rneetine of all the org.:inizations tho. t participated in the demonstration to plnn further a ction. Such meeting was called. It wns well attended. Ev ry J8wish org~LtJi zation was present, including for the first tim e , the J.D.C.J Ameri t!.'.J.n Jev;ish Committ,e and the U.P . A. It waeo truly a rcpre s mto.tivc gathering of Jewish organizations. 

"I asked that body to authorize me to appoint a committee of five or six which would symbolize that unity that v1as evident at the meeting that Friday, and that thnt committee should be of an informal cha.ract • r -- an ad hoc commi tteo -- to act on tho flungari r,r situation on such political matter~ as the committee shall ar,: ce upon. I was given that uthority unanimously. I .ppointed such ; committee, which consist(id of Hr. f''hulro1un and mys8lf repreC'unting the Rescue Commission, •1rs. Epste:i_n vho in turn appointed Mrs. I'o ::.i. _ to represent Hadassah, Mr. Pat or. the Jvwish Labor Commi tt e, 1L. Hcvesi of li.mericc.n Jewish Cor:Jffii tt c0, P. a.bbi Knlmanovi tz of Vaad Haho. tzala and Rabbi Frank el of 1 eu laS I sracl. Also, Dr. Kubowi t:z.l{i of the World Jewish Congress. The ~gudas Israel called up and ask~~ to be invited. 
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n•rhat cornmi ttee met tv.ro days afterv1ards and o..grced upon a certa.in progrnm which was to be submitted by a joint delegation to the ·;..rc1. r Refugee Board. J."in appointnient v,as made vi th Hr. Pehle. Dr. Kubo~"iitzki, Mr. Hevesi, Mr. Sherm.:1n of the Jewish Labor Co .,~ittce nnd Rabbi Knlma.novitz Hent, o.nd also Mr. Konen, Vlho pointed out to 1ifr. Pehlc that this delegation was symbolic of 'o..11' £maricnn Je½ry. A full di~cussion was hnd. A comprehensive report of thnt conversation was gotten out by r. Kenen. A memorcndura was to be drawn up in the nrune of a.11 these org['.nizo.tions. ·rhc committee 1:1e::t again Friday to consider such o.. memorandum. A memorandum W['.S finnlly agreed upon. When it was completely agreed upon (in every iIJsto.nce, the representative of the fun~rico.n Jewish Comr.1ittec \:r<Jn t b~ch to his com~ittcc and continued to go forward with co.ch stLf o.s it developed) Ivir. Pat tn behalf of the Jewish Lnbor CormT'i tt(.; U observed that this mcmorandwn w~s to be submitted in behalf of the L~Grican Jewish Conference and in cooperation with other organizations not affiliutcd with the Conference i.e. the ~gudas Israel of ~\ncrica , JJ11erican Jewish Committcu, Jc ~vish Peoples Cor.i.mittco, JG~ish Peoples Fraternal Order, New Zionist Organization, Union of Orthodox Ro.bbis and Vaad Hc.hatzo.la, and also the ..1,guci:-1s Harabonim. ':fe then listed all tho organizations of the Conference. 

"Mr. Pat den:inoed that either we strike out the Jev,ish Peoples Committee and the Jcwidh Pcoples Fraternal Order or tho J ~wish Labor Co1~ittoe would not sign the mcmorandun. I told him that I hud no right to strike out th namu of any other organization which had been called ill good f a ith to a meeting o.nd hnd. p,.1.rtj_cipated in the r2t:cting and had a.greed upon being represented and ; hi ch agreed to sicn such a r:.ier.1orandum. Mr. Pat insist8d that he Hould not sign it under such conditions, whereupon the l1t1Grican Jev,ish Cammi ttcc :-~n i. the Agudas Israel representatives said that tho situ~tion created l nc)w circurnsta.nce in which they would have to report bo.ck to their commi ttecs for approval. I said that the ;.mcricnn Jcwt ·h Conferon c0 v.·ould sign this memorandum c.nd I gave them until t omo .,ro\ to tell me what their organ izc.tions would do. 

"On ·ruesda.y, the ..1·.gudo.s Israel sent us c. telegrnr: thD., they :1rrroved the nonorrrndum c.nd would sign it. The ~'-meric n J uwish Co •• r:1i ttee also npproved the m mornndum. On the other h::.nd, the J ,v-.rish Labor Cormni ttcc mat r.nd decided thu t they -r!oul c~ not .. ,ign the n ·,,nor ndum and of course, n t thu same time, served notice that this re resent d pro.cticnlly a bre~king point with thv Conference , tl r~t its vhole relations w re jeopo.ruized ns n result. 
17
1 felt I had no nuthori ty to scratch the nc.,ne of two orgnnj_✓.:n tions or to withhold tho sending of such an inportnnt ne□oran Jurn until this .·i.dmin is tra ti v ~ Cor.1;, it t :Jc v.,:ould nee t. I ins tru c ~ec. :fr•. Renc11, ~ince I had the signn.tur .s of :-.:.11 orgnni.zt .. tions, tha t we r'? to s1 .. bm1 t the 1:1er•1orandum. It ·N1,.;.'"' subni t ted 11i thout the nanes 0f the J wish Labor Conriittee and its affiliated org:-'.nizntions. 
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"I am aware of the fact thnt this hns created a. situation which may prove to be quite embarrassing to the Conference and I don't want the ConfGrence to suffer for nny Qction on my part. I therefore rrant to put this r,n record . I would lil~e this .4·1.dr.1inistrative Committee to nprrovc tho o.ction I took, or if it chooses to repudiate it I shall be glad to resign and spare the Conferenc0 the embarrassment of this new situation. IT 

Mr . Shulman stated that ns co-chairman of the Rescue Cot1mission he hnd concurred in nll actions that had been taken. 
Mr . Kramer Bovcd that the acts of Rabbi Miller be in all respects approved . This ~as unan{nously carried. 
Mr . Disgyer moved that the ~drninistrative Committee go on record c..s co1:11:1ending the Rescue Coar.1ission for its activities, and this \ :as unnnit1ously cnrried. 

s·r.t .. :r.EJvfENr ON RE·rRIBOTION: ]\tr . Ken en r2port8d thnt a statement on punishment of war cri□innls wo.s to be sent to the Sccretnry of State in the name of the Conference. ·This stntci:.cnt was approved by the cor:rr:1ittce c..nc: Miss Evans was given the o.uthority to edit it . 
• :tGEND.:'1. FOR rHE SECOIJD SESSION: 1r. Lipsl<y submi ttcd a. proposed c.. cnda for the sec')nd session, a copy of which is nttnched . ..( .. fter discussion, Mr. Kr'lintr moved that copies of the proposed agenda be forwarded to ea.ch n~mber of tho idninistrntj.ve Comnittee and that a special comr.1i ttee be appoin tecl to be l~nown ns the Program Corrrrn i ttec which shall report at the next meeting, .:1.nd n t the sarae t:Lmc receive such recommendations as arc r.iade from the mc.obers of thL Jl.dministrativo Committee to be incorporated inn general report. This motion was c~rricd. rhe chair appointed Mr . Epstein, j_::c . Frcdm.:in and 11'ir . Shul!i1nn .:ts members r)f the Prograa Comci ttcc. 

s-r,. EI,1BN·r OJ INrERN.4tTlON.11L BILL OF HIGH·rs: Uiss Ev"'ns , at the re1 ast of the Research 8taff of the National Poac Conference, a sl{ ed that the .. ldmin is tra ti vo Committee au thori Z() the printing of 1.f.)00 copies of its sta tcmcn t on In tern a tionQ.l Bill of High ts to be distributec by thu National Peace Conf r0nce to koy iscu~sion l c~dors . Sho also asked pcraission to re-edit the stat ~ent. fbasc requests were granted. 

·rhe nccting W3.S then ad,journcd to SoptcmbGr 7th. 

as 
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PTIOPOS.:,.1s FOR COLL.li.BOR.i •rroN BE·rwEEN 1/.TORLD JEWISH CONGRESS !~D :J.[ERICJ\N JEWISH CONFERENCE 
SUBMI·r·rED BY VJORLD JEWISH CONGR88S 

It is the purpose of the proposed arrangement between the World Jewish Congress and the i\merican Jewish Conference to estcblish the closest cooperation bet1een the two organizations on a basis of mutual confidence. The following clauses are neant to be illustrative of the ways. 

The two bodies can act together in the areas of activity which they both cover, but it is hoped that with the development of cooperation, 2dditional methods of common action will suggest tht:.nsolves. 

1. There shall be a constant exchange of confidential infornation between appropriate departments of the two organizations in all mntters touching post-war plans and rescue efforts. 

2. A joint planning and drafting commission is to be set up for the consideration of post-wnr problems and the drafting of stat~,ents Qnd proposals. ·rhe conmissinn is to be composed of nn equnl nU!!lber of members from each body and is to have at its disposal the results of the studies made by the Institute of Jewish Affairs. fhe results of the work of the joint cormi ttee are to be submitted to the o.ppropria te orgo.n s of the \'lorld Jewish Congress t1nd the /u:ierico.n Jewish Conference, for their consideration. 

3. All representations which both bodies hnve ~greed shall be f rnally submitted to the 1\r.lerican Government shall primnrily be s 1bmitted by the :i.t1ericQn Jewish Conference, which s nll specify th2t these represent~tions have the endorsement of the ~orld Jewi~h Congress. Similarly ell representations vhich both bodies hnve agreed shall be fornally submitted to foreign governments and agencies in the territory of the United States sh 11 primarily b submitted hy the .forld J wish Congress, which shn.11 specify thQt th.es·· 1 cpr scnt:_i.tions have the endorser.1ent of the .1.:X:1erico.n Jewish Conference. Eve y effort shall be made to secure united D.ction in nll such rcprcsen tions, but in case of a failure to agree, each organization shall be entitled to ct on its orm behalf. 

4. The ~orld Jewish Congress retains its right to represent tho c , ,. 1..t1ni ties and organizations affiliated with it in c.,enling with all fr ~~ t gn governnents and international agencies. In all such rcprc-sfr: c,: tions reference to thl.! endorser.ient of the IunericQn Jewish Confercn ~ ~ shall be mad. unless thure is a disagreement bLtwcon th~ two Qcl:i.cs or the .L\merican Jewish Conf rcnce r(;gards it o.s unnecessary. 
5. The lfurld Jewish Congress nnd the ,~ericnn Jc ish Conference s~1all each appoint a member of its Rxecutive or l~dministrative C0t. tlittee to net as liaison officer ~1th the other bodies. It shall b thJ duty of such officurs to proMotc the closest coopcrntion bct~een the two bodies and to nrrnnge for each body to invite representatives of the other to attend its nectings on appropriate o c c 'ls ion s . 

8/24/44 



PROPOS.c' LS FOR Tflg J,.GENDli. OF THE SECOND SESSION 
of the 

-'-~iRIC;~ JEWISH CONFERENCE 

s;,.•rURDAY NIGH·r - DECEMBER 2nd 

1. First meeting of the General CoruJittce 
2. RegistrQtion of delegQtes 

SOND.,.'i.Y .!~F·rERNOON - DEC&\ffiER 3rd - 2: 00 o'clock - FIRS·r SESSION 
1. Opening of the mucting by u temporary ch~irmnn to be 

nnned by the Interim Comaittee. 
2. Sub:c"lission of Credentials Report by c11nrles P. Krruner, 

Chairmon of Corru:1i ttee on Elections. Motion to be made 
to ccccpt report Qnd to r0fer to a special Committee on 
Cred0ntinls all contests nnd claims. 

3. Proposals of the General Con11:1i ttec for the election of 
a proesidium. 

4. Chair to be taken by a menbor of the prncsidiurn. 
5. Subuission of the report of the Interim Co;nmi ttee, pre

faced by addresses of twenty to thirty minutes by the 
Co-Chairmen. 

6. Submission of the report of the Rescue Con.mission, to be 
prefaced by addresses of tw nty minutes each by the two 
Co-Chairmen. 

7. Subr1ission of the report of the Post-War Cor.u:1ission, to 
be prefnccd by an address of twenty minutes cnch by 
Hn.yim Greenberg a11d Rabbi Eisendrath. 

8. Subrr.ission of the report of the Corimission on Pc.lestine, 
to be prefaced by an address by Dr. Abbo Hillel Silver, 
Chairman. 

9. Proposals of the Generc..l Comuittce for th£: nuning of the 
cor.unittces of the Conference. 

10. 

11. 

J.ill eddr ess by , reviewing the gcnerc.l Je:wish 
situQtion ~s it nppenrs today. 
Adjournncnt. 

,!'..-.~.~ •J~~ ~VEN ING - DECF:MBER 3rd - 8: 30 P. ,L - SECOND SESSION - - - - . 
1. 

2. 

Pr8post'.ls of the Gcnero..l Committee with reg;ird to rules 
of proccdur , . 
General dcb~tc on the reports, one-hnlf 0f the tine to 
be ~rrQngcd f or with the groups, Qnd the bQl.ncc to be 
opened to the delegates from the floor . 

. ··: lQ.: Y .tiF·rERNOON - nec1~BEn 4th - 2:00 P.M. - ·rHIRD SESSION 

1. Continuntion of tho gener 1 debate. 
2. Resolutions renortod bv the Committee on Rescue of the 

Conference. Discucsin11 .:lnd ·:ction. 
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![OND.:i.Y EVENIN G - DECEMBgR 4th - 8: 30 P . L - FOUR'rH SESSION 

1 . Resolutior1 s reported. by the Cor:ini ttee on Post-Wc.r of 
the Conforunce . Discus~ion and ~ction . 

·r □ ESD.:i.y !tF·rr~HNOON - DECi1~MBEH 5th - 2: 00 P . M. - FIF·rH SESSION 

l . Resolutions reported by tho Commi ttce on P.~'. lGstine of 
the Conference . Discussion nnd action . 

2 . R0solutions reported by the Cor.rr.1i tte1.:, on Organization 
of the Conference . Discussion and nction . 

·ruESDLY EVENING - DE:CE~.ffiER 5th - 8: 00 P . M. - SIX·rH SEt)SION 

1 . R~solutions reported by the General Resolutions 
Commi tteE:. of the ConfC!'(·:ncc~ . Discuscion o.ncl o.ction . 

2. Resolution of the Fin'-~nce Corru:ii ttoe of tho Conference . 
3 . Elections 

4-. Finnl addresses o..t the closing of the Conference . 

" 

.. .._ .... 
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TO: 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
Members of the .t1.dr-1inistrn ti ve Comrr.i ttee 

I. L. Ken en 

DATE: 

I nm enclosing the ninutcs of the rnectinc of 
the ..:\dninistrn ti ve Com.r.ai ttee on : .. ugust 24th. 

8/25/44 

Mny I remind you thct the next meeting of the 
Administrnti ve Co.mni ttce will be on ·rhursdo.y, September 7th at the Conference office. 



. r. I. L. e en 
aricnn Je ish Conf rence 

521 Fifth venue 
e York, .Y. 

< e r • Kenen: 

u t 5, 1944 

The eetin ~ of tle P le tine Co sion 
i to be ld on ond y, Set ·ber 11, noon. 

ith 11 good i e, I in 

V r1 cordi lly rs, 



_AmePican J £WISH [ □ NFERENCE 
COMMISSION ON PALESTINE 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Chairman 

JACOB ALSON 
GEDALIAH BUBLICK 
RA.BBi A. SIMON FEDERBUSCH 
RABBI SOLOMON B. FREBHOF 
RABBI WOLF GoLD 
DR. ROBERT GoRDIS 
MRS. SAMUEL W. HALPRIN 
ISA.AC HAMLIN 
RABBI JAMBS G. HELLER 
HON. H.P. KOPPLEMAN 
MAX A. KOPSTEIN 
HON. LOUISE. LEVINTHAL 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HON. SAMUEL MBLLITZ 
DR. MAX NUSSBAUM 
HON. BERNA.RD A. ROSENBLATT 
HON. MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ISIDOR SACK 
MAX J. SCHNEIDER 
MRS. ALBERT P. SCHOOLMAN 
HON. CARL SHERMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
DR. BENJAMIN SHWADRAN 
WILLIAM I. SIEGAL 
MRS. SIMON SOBELOFF 
ROBERT SZOLD 
DAVID M. WATCHMAKER 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

521 Fifth Avenue 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
rhe Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

ugust 28, 1944 

I have today called a meeting of 

the Palestine Commission for onday, September 11th 

at 12:00 noon at Siegel 's Restaurant, 209 Viest 38th 

Street near 7th Avenue. e are holding it in a 

kosher restaurant in view of complaints from the 

Mizrachi on luncheons at the Biltmore. 

ILK :s 
enc. 

Very cordially yours, 

~ ~ 
I. L. Ken en 

THE COMMISSION ON PALE TINE AS ESTABLISHED BY THE INTERIM COMMITTEE OP THB AMBR.
ICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE TO IMPLEMENT THE RESOLUTION ON THE RIGHTS OP THB JBWISH 
PBOPLB WITH RBSPECT TO PALESTINE, ADOPTED BY THB DELEGATES IN NBW YORK, SEPT. 1, 1943. 



.AMERICAN JEWISH CONi'ERENCS 

DIGEST OF MINUTES or MEJ:TING 01 THE INTERIM COIIIITTEE 

Tuesday, September 12, 1944 - Biltaore Hotel, New York City 

Presiding: Co-Chairman Henry Monaky 

Those present were: Co-Chairman Dr. Israel Goldstein, Co-Chairman Dr. Stephen S. Wise, 
Maurice Biagj'er, B&omi Chertoff, David J. Delman, Rabbi Mau.rice N. Eiaendrath, 
Jane Evans, J. George J'redman, Daniel J'riach, Leon Gellman, William Gerber (alternate 
for Julius Livingston), 1rank Goldman, Mrs. Sam,.el Goldstein, Babbi Robert Gordis, 
Mrs. Sam.iel W. Halprin, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Rabbi James Beller, Charles P. ICrar!ler, 
Sidney Xu.aworm, Louia Lipsky, Isidore Margolis (alternate for Rabbi Simon J'ederbu&ch ) , Babbi Irving Miller, Dr. Samn•l liren•~eia, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Herman z. Qu.ittmai , 
(alternate for Harry A. Pine), Adolph Rosenberg, Dvorah Bothba.rd, Samuel Rothstein, 
BenJa.min Samuels, IDuis Segal, Carl Sherman, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Herman Shulman, 
(alternate for Mrs. Moses P. Epstein), Justice Meier Steinbrink, Hermann Stern 0 Rabbi M.A. Stern (alternate for Rabbi William nrazin}, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, 
Mr•. Maurice Turner, Meyer W. Weisgal, William Weise (alternate for nr. Samel N1ren8 +c ~: 
in afternoon), Krs. Joseph K. Welt, David Wertheim, Mrs. Stephen S. Wise, 
Baruch atekerman. 

Staff a I. L. Xenen, Meir Groeaman, Dr. A. S. Xohanaki, Ann Jarcho. 

Gueata: l)r. Nahum Goldmann, Oacar Leonard, Mrs. ilbert J. May, Bernard Posta , 
Mrs. A. H. Vixman • 

.REPORT OJ TSE AI>MINISTRATIVE CX>l&!IT'l'D: On behalf of the Administrative Committee~ 
Louie Lipaky, Chairman, submitted the following report: 

l. Second Session 

~IONI 

I 

MJ'ollowing the decision of the Interim Comnittee on August let to hold the 
second ••••ion on December ~5. the .Mminiatrat ive Comnit tee learned that 
arrangement• at the Stevena li>tel in Chicago were found to be inapplicable 
for the new date. Efforts were made by Mr. :Bressler of Chicago, acting 
for the Jdminiatrative Committee, to secure another hotel to serve aa 
convention headquarter•, but no other hotel was found available for the 
new date. 

1 The .Administrative Con:rnittee therefore decided to hold the aecoDi ••••ion 
of the Conference in Pittsburgh, which had been indicated aa second choi~ 
when the original decieion waa made. Arrangement a have been made with the 
William Pe11n Hotel. The 1eeaiona will begin on Sund~ afternoon, December 
ard and co11tinue through Tuesday. December 5th. 

HUtili1ing the 1ame procedure when the fir1t date wae announced, the .Admini
atrative Committee baa aent official notice• to the delegate• aaking them to 
regiater their intention to attend. Thu.a far, about aeventy delegate• have 
replied in the affirmatiff •11 

Mr. Biagyer moved that the act _iou of the Adm1n1■ trative Comnittee fixing the 
date of th• aecoDd ••••ion on December 3-5 at Pittsburgh be approved. CABRIID 'WWlim:>u1ly. 
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2. jgenda for Second Session 

"The Interim Comnittee at it• last meeting directed the .Administrative 
Committee to submit propoaala for the ~enda of the second session. A 
draft baa been prepared and copies have been dietributed •11 

MOTIOHZ 1ollowirig discussion, Mr. Lipaky moved and Mr. Segal eeconded: 

uTbat the provieional agenda reporled by the .Administrative Committee 
(see attached) be accepted in principle and form and that all matters 
here discussed are referred back to the Administrative Coimnittee for 
a further, more definite report." 

The rootion was amended to provide that the item "general debate on reporte11 be changed 
to read "general debate on reports and Conference" and that more time b provided for 
the debate. C.ARRIED. 

~. Commissions 

"The Jdminietrative Comnittee ha• had an opportunity at its meetings to review 
the activities of the three Commissions. They .made their r eport.a from time 
to time on important matters under consideration by them. The Rescue Com
mission has continued the united action Which we.a begun with the Madison 
Square Park mass meeting and th• ~iniatrative Committee has approved ita 
plans. The Post-War Oomniasion hae aul:mitted a etatement on an I nt ernational 
Bill of Rights O approved at the last meeting of the Interim Comni ttee, to the 
Dumbarton Oaks Conference, and a second statement on the punishment of war 
criminals was submitted to our Government following approva by the JM:lmini
strative Comnittee. 

1 Reporte of the activities of these Commission• and of the Palest i ne Com
mission will be made at today•• meeting. 

4. Relationship Between America.A Jewish Conference and World Jewi sh Congres~ 

1 The relationahip between the .American Jewish Conference and the World 
Jewish Oongreea was under consideration at meeting• of the Administrative 
Comnittee. A eub-coamittee of the Conference met with a sub-committee of 
the Congress a.nd the Congress then aubmi tted tentative propoeals for 
collaboration. These propoaala were discussed at a full meeting of the 
.Administrative Comnittee and referred to a special comnittee, which waa 
authorized to report to the Interim Committee today. 

5. Legislative £<:\ion 

X "At its last meeting, the .Administrative Committee voted to register 
opposition to the resolution now pending in Congress providing for 
emergency rescue •helter• in Palestiue, on the ground that this 
resolution, which i• aponaored by the Hebrew Ooinmi ttee of Nlltional 
L1beratioD, 1• inconeiaten\ with the Rescue Resolution of' the .AmericAA 
Jewish Conference , which urge• that Jf!Ns reaching Palestine shall 'be 
entitled to make their permanent home iD that country. Similar action 
waa taken by th• Palestine Comniasion at it• meeting r••terday.n 
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DPORr OJ' THE OOMMITTEE OH ADMISSIONS AND Cil:llb'TIJLS: Mr. Iramer reported in behalf of the Committee on .Admissions and Credentials: 
"I 

1. Application for admission of the Jewish Reconstructionist Foundation. 
Mr. Kramer reported that this group had made a similar application prior to the first session and that the then •xecutive Committee had unanimously ruled that 

thia was not a national organization awithin the definitions which we had laid down for such an organization... Be atated that there was nothing in any subsequent communication which would "lead me to recommend otherwise than has been recomnended, that this organization be not deemed a national organization." 

2. Applicfltion £or admission of the .American J'ederation of Lithuanian Jews. 
Mr. Xramer stated that this was • mre or less a local organization and while it may be doing a very fine work, 11 he had found nothing in the reoord o provide for ita admission to the Conference, and he recommended that, adhering to the general policy and definition of national organizations, the Interim Comnittee refuse adnrl.ssion. 

~. Application for admission of the Rumanian American Jewish J\ctive Committee, Inc. Mr. Xramer reported that this organization is local in scope and apparently is doing the same work which is done by the United Roumanian Jf!!i,s of America, which i• a member of the Conference, and that it would be "bad faith to admit this organization .. 0 
Be reooarnended against admission. 

4. Jij>plication for admission of the Jederation of Palestinian Jews of America. 
Mr. lramer atated that he had found nothing which would entitle this organiaation to the classification of a national organization. 

MOTION: Kr. Kramer moved acceptance of hi• report. C.ARRIED. 

~!QH.1 Mr. Gellman moved that the J'ederation of Palestinian Jews of America be 
admitted to the Conference. 

Chairman Monek;y ruled that the motion was out of order, in view of the 
adoption of the report of the Conmittee on .Admissions and Credentials. 

MOTION: )Ir. ~ckerman moved and Mr. Segal secom.ed that the .Administrative Oonmittee be asked to reconsider the question of whether an organization, if found to be a goocl and valid one, organized after Pearl Harbor, ~ be admitted to the Conference. 

The Chair interpreted the motion to mean that the question wae merely being referred to the Adminiatrative Comnittee without expressing the sense of the Interim 
Committee on the matter. CARBDD. 

MIBU'l'ES OF INTERIM COllAITTEE MEETING 8/1/44: Mr. Kramer obJected to the minute• of t.he previou• meeting on the ground that they contained a number of excerpt• from atatement• made at that meeting. He expressed the view that "either none of the excerpts be contained in the minutes or the entire apeeches or arguments which were made by each of the advocates for or against, ahould be inclmed.1 

Chairman Monelcya 1 Minutee ought to reflect only action taken. If there ii no ob
Jection, the minutes •111 be referred back to the Adminiatrative Committee for r&v1e1on, with inatructione that hereafter, the minutes presented to ua ought to be a recording or a report of the action taken by the Interim Comnittee, deleting all 
the debate.• 
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AGREl\fFJlT II'l'H IOBLD JEWISH CONGRESS: Mr. Shulman reported t:hat a sub-conmittee of 
the .Administrative Committee, con•iating of Mr. Bisgyer, Rabbi Miller and himself, 
had agreed upon proposals for collaboration between the American Jewish Conference 
and the World Jewish Congreaa. (See attached.) Supplementing this statement, 
Mr. Shulman stated: 

MJirat with respect to representations to our own government, it is the 
mtual feeling that where we have a complete agreement with respect to the 
proposal• to be made, aa a general rule we would indicate in our represen
tat ion• that these propoaala have the approval of the World Jewish Congress. 
We shall add other organisations aa we make further arrangements with them. 
fhere may be instances where that ia not advisable, and, therefore, it 1• 
not a fixed rule, but rather an understanding that would be followed in the 
normal course of business. 

"Similarly, where representation• are made by the World Jewish Congress to 
some foreign government, if' there 11 complete agreement and there is no 
objection voiced by ua, they ought to be free to say that the proposal sub
mitted by them haa the endorsement of the American J~ish Conferenc. 

"The American Jewish Conference, although it is not stated - it is clearly 
understood - retaittl ita own right to meke proposals, reprenentations, and 
to negotiate with Buch inter-governmental agend.es as 'C'(#j.y be established 
to deal with the problems of the peace. 

"It is necessary that the Conference deBignate a anoll committee to repre
sent the Conference, to be given 1uf'ficient authority to deal with the day
by-day work of the Conference in its relation to the World Jewish Congress, 
and, therefore, thia agreement contemplate, the appointment by the Interim 
Conrnittee, or by some other conmittee, of two or three people who would 
have such authority. That 1• not atated here, but it is a oondition of 
the agreement becauae the World Jewish Congress feels that it must have 
two or three people with wbom it can be in constant contac~ in order to 
work out the d~-by-day work.• 

ll>TION: Kr. Xramer m ved adopt ion of the report. 

Chairman Monslcy suggested that the mt ion be broad enough to authorize the appoint
ment of a Joint planning comnittee. He expressed the view that this could beet be 
done by the 1'dm1nietrati•• CoDmittee, 

Kr. rramer accepted the Bugge• tion. 

Kr. J'redman: N Mr. C~irman, fDA1 l ask as to what wi 11 be the procedure in the 
event a representation 11 made to the aierican Government and the Secretary of 
State suggests that we aen4 our repreaentation to the Britiah Government and aome 
other foreign governmenta? 11 

Chairman Monalqa "We have the right to do that.• 

Mr. lredman requested that thia be noted in the minute•. 

Mr. Shulman added that •1n international conferences, we have absolute freedom of 
action. 11 

Chairman Monalq etated that the Administrative Ooanittee will be authorized to 
appoint a working comnittee to carr7 on the dailf work in addition to the joint 
planning comnit tee. 'l'he motion •• CilRIID. 
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BEPORT 0~ Tai !?ESCUE CO!.NISSION: On behalf of the Rescue Commission. ~bbi Irving 
Miller, co-chairman, submitted the following report: 

The Coamiaaion had entered upon a new phase of its existence since the laat meet1ng 
of the Interim Comnittee. In July, it bad called "the moat eu.ccessful all-cit1 
conference held in New York in a long time" to consider the eponsorahip of a ma•• 
dem:>netration in connection with the lhngarien •ituation • .All Jewish organi1ation1. 
both within and without the Conference, had attended. The del?r)natration had been 
held in Madison Square Park, attended by at least 50,000 people, twice the capac1t1 
of Madison Square Garden. 

rollowing the demonstration, Jewish organization• had been invited to aend repre
sentative• to another meeting, at which it waa unanirooualy voted to authorize Babbi 
Miller to appoint en actions corzrnittee of tour to five people "symbolic of the 
unity of .American Israel, touching upon the problem of rescue", to meet and act 
daily on re~cue work. 

The Joint Distribution Committee had sent obaervers to both meetings. 

The rescue actions conmittee had carried on it• work, had kept in close touch with 
the aituation and had sent two representative delegations to Mr. John Pehle, execu,. 
tive director of the llil" Refugee Board, who had expressed pleaaure that unity ha4 
been achieved. 

There had been cooperation in the drafting of the memorandum to the Wcr Refugee 
Board, and later when Mr. Pehl• had eu.e,geeted that there were certain matter• 
that he could not diaclo1e to even four or five people, but that he wished that 
the group would agree upon one person to whoaa he could then 1peak a little more 
freely, there had been no difficulty in arriving at such a baais. Such confi
dential conversation• bad been held with Mr. Pehle and with Mr. Morgenthau. 
Continuing, .BI.Lbbi Miller aaid: 

"The nature of these oonversationa makes it difficult to speak fully, 
but in general I would ••1 that thia action• conmittee 8Dd the Rescue 
Commiaaion of th• Conference concerned themaelvea with the important 
taak of 1mpr•••1ng upon the .American Government \he need to carry into 
effect, at the earliest po 1si ble moment, even 1 f only in token form, 

• the a.greement Which the American and Britilh Oovermnenta made with 
HortbT of Hungar7. Hort~ had offered to evacuate certain categoriea 
from Bungar7. The ~rican and Bri tiah Government•, in a Joint atatement, 
had agreed to accept the offer and to hold themeelvea reaponaible for the 
protection and maintenance of every per1on e-.cuated from Hungary, includ
ing the reaponaibility of finding a home for them. 

111• emphasized the need for evacuating children and we mggeeted that, if 
possible. airplane• be put at the diepoaal of certain neutral power, which 
would make aeveral flight• to Hungar7 and bring out aome children, parti
cularl7 ainc• Sweden offered to take in 10,000 ianediately and Spain had 
offered to take in 500. 

1 1e were diaturbecl by indication, which •••med to be forthcoming from the 
War Refugee Board that their polic7 waa changing or at leaat waa veering 
oay from e•cuation aZMl toward the poaaibility of' ameliorating the position 
of the Jewa where the7 were. le felt that auch a policy, if actually 
followed up would be di•aatroua, would lead to further deportations, would 
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make it perhaps seem that the .American and British Governments were not 
aincere when they said that they were accepting Horthy•e offer, and that 
even for the protection of the Jews who would have to remain. since an 
evacuation of ~lf a million is of course judged to be almost impo zsible, 
it waa neceseary· to arrange such a token evacuation, and so our principal memoranclum divided itself along these three lines: (1) of arranging for 
aome evacuation of children - we put that in the first category, because 
that would appeal to the imagination of the people more readi 1y than any
thing elae; (2) of arranging for a partial evacuation of adults. especially thoae wbo had paasporta to Palestine, and we a.eked that those passports be uaed quickly end expedit ioual.1 for the sake of such a partial evaoiation; 
and (:5) we aaked that all provisiona be mode for the International Red 
Cro•• to care for those who would have to remain in Hungary. 

•The International Red Cross has been allowed to send a del egation to 
Hungary but it has told us that it waa hampered in its act ivities bcc~ase 
of a lack of funds. 

•we called the attention of the War Refugee Board to the fact ~het so e 
time ago, at the request of Dr. Goldmann on behalf of the Vrorl Jcw~sn 
Congreea, the American Government had promised and und~rtt1.ke to gi "e 
the International Red Cross the sum of four million dollars und had und r
talmn to aee that the British Government would match that sum. .r . Breckinridge Long took advantage of this to plead before the House Forei6rn Affair Comnittee, during the hearing• on the Gillette Resolutions , tha t the 
American Government was do ing all it could for the refugees , and cited 
this offer as proof of that fact. But• of course, nothing ha s been doneo le reminded the War Refugee Board of that fact and urged t hat such fundt. 
be placed at the diapoaal of the Red Cross. 

"I am aorry to aay that nothing alone; these lines has been done , M.r . hnir
man. Such evacuation hae not taken place. The latest excusec f r om t he 
War Refugee Board and the Government are to the effect that t he key i 
not in their hands; that they are willing. that Horthy may be wi lling . 
but that the Gestapo bolds the key to the gates of Hungary and that they will not be opened under any conditions, that the Gestapo is nalcing it impossible 
for a Jew to leave 8mgary ••• 

1 11th the outbreak of the war between Rumenia and llmgary, the situation 
baa worsened again for the Jewa of Hungary because during the past few 
nx>ntba, the War Refugee Board estimated that close to 17,000 Jews may have aucceecled in escaping into am,ania by their own efforts; that avenue of 
eacape 11 also closed, of courae. 

"You know the difficulties that the British are putting in the w1cy with 
respect to falestine certificates and the only encouraging thing that I can report 1• that the International Red Croas wae given the green light 
to go ahead and not let money stand in the "6.Y of doing everything that 
it poaaib ly can in Hungary. 

"I want to report that Mr. Morgenthe.u wae very helpful. v~ry generous in hia eatimate of the whole situation, exceedingly anxioue to be of aervice. 
and thanked ua for coming to him.• 
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Mr. Shulman. co-chairman of the Rescue Comnission. supplementing Rabbi Miller•• 
report I stated: 

"One of the most pressing things is to have the Conference get buay with 
our Government and the British Government, to see that the ruling with 
regard to Palestine viaae is changed and modified.. At the present time, 
those certificate& are given only to Jews who escape directly from 1fas1-
occupie4 countries. Obviously the Rumanian ai tuation, the Bulgarian 
eituation, 18 auch that it ie impossible for them to come out. 

1 There are, however. a number of Jews in Italy and in other part• of the 
world. These Jews have been described by Mr. Shertok, the head of the 
Political Bureau of the Jewish Agency, as aafe, but phyaioally and ioorallJ 
broken, and it is iq,erative that they be given the right to go to Pales
tine, not only because of what it would do for them. but aleo by removing 
them from Southern Italyo it would open up greater facilities for Jewe to 
escape through ~oelavia and other countries. 

'Obviously the present policy of the British Government to restrict the 
isauance of certificates to Jel\·s who oome out of Nazi-occupied territory 
enables them to continue thie policy of delay and thus to avoid comillg to 
grip• with the decision of the White Paper going into effect when the 
remaining certificates are used upo 

"A• far as the remaining picture is concerned, it seemed to me we muet 
all realize that at this moment the .Russian Armies are probably doing 
more toword rescuing the Jews of Hungary than any effort we can make; 
we ought to face that realistically, and of courae, it is encouraging 
to read the report today that negotiations for an armistice have been 
started by representatives of the Hungarian Government. 

"We have reason to believe, that the Na&is may be ao occupied that they 
may- not be able to carry out the r enewed program of deportation." 

BEFOm' OF FOS'l-1@ COMMISSION~ On behelf of the Poet-Wnr Comniasion, .Rabbi 
Maurice Eieendrath, co-chairman, reported as follows: 

1. International Bill of Rights 

The Coamdaaion•a atatement on an I nternational Bill of Rights had been preeentet 
to Under-Secretary of State Edward R .. Stettinius, Jr., who promiled to forward it 
to the Dumbarton Oalca Conferencep by the Sub-Committee on Political Statue of the 
Poat-lar CoDIIliBsion, consisting of Hayim Greenberg. Dr. Joehua Trachtenberg, 
Jane Evan• and Dr. Alexander s. Xohanski. It had received very favorable and 
extensive editorial comnent and had been printed and distriluted to membera of 
Congre•• and to all Embaesies r and to tY.enty-five organization• engaged epeci
fical~ in peaa9 work and post- war planning. The National Peace Conference ha4 
included the atatement in its speakers• kit going to some forty organi1ation1. 
Rabbi Eiaendrath continued 3 

"The one criticiem of the statement of the American Jewiah Confer~nce 
that I have noted was that there were two statement• presented covering 
similar ground, one by ourselves and the other by the American Jewith 
Comnittee, and the question was asked, if the i.merican Jewiah Comnittee 
could be drawn into consultation on the rescue program, w~ wa• no attempt 
made on the pa.rt of the Poat- War Comniaeion of the Conference to do likewl••T 
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"It was also alleged that the .American Jev1ish Conference timed its 
resolution merely because the resolution ~d been presented by the 
American Jewi£h Cornnittee. Tbat latter has been officially denied 
and repudiated. 

"As fe.r as the que&tion of the two statements is concerned, there 
was fundamental difference betVteen the two statements, the O;)nfc:rcncc 
statement including reference to group rights as well as individ~l 
rights, which wQs not contained in the klerican Jewish Committee report. 
That does not mean in my mind that there might not have been an o.rea in 
which COlDIIX)n agreement might have been reached and I think that possibly 
since the Rescue Commisnion has been working out a bani& of cooperation 
with other organizations, not members of the Conference, that that area 
should be explored by our Post-War Commission likewise.•• 

2. Punishment of War Criminals 

it. statement on punishment of war criminals bEl.d been forw v.rded to Secretary ot State 
Cordell Hull a.nd had rec ived 11 VJidecpread" and "on the whole, favoruble corr:ncnt.• 

The Commission had decided to embark on an active publicity and -propat._anda campeign 
to ·bring the statement on the punishment of v.ar criminals to all i;rou!)t TJorking in 
the field, specifically the peace groups t.nd the pott-v:ur plannin,,. groups, this to 
b carried on by the Conference or in concert with others who shrue the Conference 
viewpoint. 

3. Restoration of Rights to Jews 

Rabbi Eisendrath submitted a statement on restoration of rights to Jews in Europe. 
In the Post-War Comnission there had been considerable diaegreanent aroong the ex
perts on the debatable quection of what mit ht be called specific Jev:ish rights or 
group rights. The sub- conrnittee still had not reached agreement on the queotion 
of group rights so far as ihe ultimate resolution oft e particular issue was con
cerned, but they believed th· t cert&in intermediate and immedi~te concidcrationG 
should be voiced and they h&.d thert--fore drawn up the st tern nt on re6tore..tion of 
rights to Jews in Europe, which hud received unanimou~ indorsement both of the 
Sub-Comnittee on Political Status and of the Coranission. 

MOTION: Rabbi Ei sendr th moved and Mr. Lipslr.y seconded that the statement be ap
proved by the Interim Comnittee and that it e forwarded to the proper authoritlee, 
Du.ring the ensuing discussion, a rru.mber of revisions in phraseology were suggested 
and the motion was then CARRIED. The sti.tement attuched herev,1 th is the final 
draft submitted to Secretary of State Hull on September 14th. 

4o UN.RRA 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that the Comnisr.ion intended to send a delegation to the 
forthcoming session at Montreal and it was intended shortly to meet with repreeen
tativec of the World Jewish Congress to hrrange for cooperation. 

5. Restoration of Jevdsh Rights in Roumania 

Rabbi Eisendr~th report d that the United Roumanian Je~E of America. had asked the 
Conference to join in a statement to the Roumanian Government, through the State 
Deportment, regarding the rei;toration of Jewish rights in Roume.nia. They had 
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brought to the attention of the Conference that mere restoration of the Constitu
tion of 1922 would not suffice. and there must be more spe cl.fie reference to the 
abrogation of acts subsequent to 1923. Contin~ing: 

"I take it that the Interim Comnittee would not approve of a joint state
ment of the Conference or the Poet-War Commission with a member agency of 
our organization. I think the United Roumanian Jews would be satisfied if 
we issued the statement ourselves. and this is being turned over to our sub
comni ttee on Political Status to examine the matter further. I take it 
that I am oorrect in the interpretation that a Joint statement would be 
out of order .u 

Chairman llonslcy: "Unless the Chair hears comnent to the contrary, that will be 
the order ... 

REPORr 01 P.AL"ISTINE OOWISSI0Na I. L. lenen eubmitted the following report in bche.lf 
of the Palestine Comni•sion: 

"The Palestine Comnission met yesterday and received a report on the 
activitiea carried on by the American Zionist ]mergency Council during 
the aumner to secure the adoption of Palestine planks by the two poli
tical parties. 

"Jollowing discussion. the Comnission agreed that in the future work of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council, greater emphasis and scope should be 
given to the .American Jewish Conference. within the area of the resolutions 
adopted by the Conference. 

"The Commission considered legislation introduced by Senator Thomas of Utah 
and sponaored by the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, calling for 
the establishment of emergency ref~e •helters in Palestine similar to the 
Oswego free port. Because such shelters are inconsistent with 
the conception of Palestine as a Jewish Rational Bome and contrary to the 
re~cue resolution adopted by the American Jewieh Conference, which provide• 
that Jewish refugees entering Palestine ahall have a right to make their 
home in that country, the Comnission voted opposition to these resolutions. 
It recomnende to the Interim Committee that the Congressional sponsors be 
so notified in the name of the Conference and that they be urged to support 
inate~ the Wagner-Taft and Wright-Compton resolutions. 

"In connection with these resolution•. the Comniasion was informed that the 
Emergency Council was seeking the approval of the Adminietrat ion in advance 
of any action in Congress. Thia procedure waa approved by the Commission 
and it was also agreed that abould the .Adminiatration in Washington decline 
to give clearance for the reaolution, the question ahould be conaidered anew 
by the Commission of the Conference before any further action ia taken by 
the Council." 

MO.rlON: A motion was formulated by Chairman Monaq to approve the recomnendatione 
of the Palestine Commission. with the underatanding that any public opposition to 
the emergency refugee shelter legislation will be accompanied by a 1tatement that 
will avoid any misapprehension that the Conference is oppoaed to opening the door• 
of palentine to the few who might possibly be brought in under the resolution. 
CAiRIJ:D. 
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WITHDRAVJ~ OF RESIGNATION 01 HAnM Gl&INBEBG& Chairmen Monaky stated that the 
resignation of Mr. Greenberg as co-chairman of tbe Poat-lnr Conrniesion, precented 
at the last meeting, had been withdra11n and •n• no longer before the Interim 
Committee for consideration. 

h~XT MEETING 01 '?BE IN~RI~ COMMJTTEE: Kies Evana moved. that the next meeting be 
on October 24th. CA.RRIED. 

Meeting then adjourned. 

I. L. JC. 
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created in the hour of trial of the Jewi!."~ )C'Ople th t.orld ovf'r. 
The public interest in the Conferenc , stirul· ted by the nntl.on ... 1 o 1ice, 

should be augmented by a stimulus coming from the dele ·utes th!'our·l out the 
country. t ~~-~!_ght _weeks rem .. ini u~ ~~~i_ t_~!l~ -~~~'lcl .~e ... t> io~_~o_11v_ ,~n r'.. _i:u_ _':i.~ ts.::, 
bur_gh _should be . utilized b..z.ihe deleg_'"'tes _for an encr~ , _tic and COI!,~£_rtru __ CA;!l
pa.ign of _en lightenmen.L_ and cl~rificatiol.! _o_Uhe _u_££q_:E.Q._lishmen~s _o_~l}_e_ _~o_n_1~~r~1:.~ 

nd the tasks ahead. 
The material av~ilable in the Cor.ft-"r :nee .Record, the .dullet.izi hnd U e V" ri~us 

documents issued du.ring the past year $U pply adequ te mc:terial for n proper 
evaluation of the kn€rican J wish Confer nee . 

• • • 
Delegates tbrou6'1out the country sho' ld call, v:i t . out deli .. y, meet in s oi 

11:ctors, co:nr.aunal l (;o.ders, rcpre nt: .. tives of t r pr e•' and o .. ler men • 11 v:o:n"n 
()f' '-" ll s r,;nt;!nts of J~wirh life . for '""discunsion of ti1 p siti ~. uc:1ic rn,. ts 
hnd future prospects of the .kmtrican J wish Confer ' flC • This i6 n(Jt o. ly con'!:it:-
tent vdth tne delegr t :;• duty t u their conGtitu ncie'"', ·1;ut is uln') e~r. n ti i or 
the cleciring of the utmo,;pher prior to the second se. c • on in Pi t,t . ..' u ~-h . Such 
discussio:1 v,i .. l i sti nr-;Ui ,.h the Conf r nee from ordin~ry convc. t • one a.,, • 11 

r ·: & to t i. iore ti1c d a.ocru t ~ c.n'---r·· ct r o ~h~ .t.f:':f ,. • c.:..n Je,-. • t. : .. Cvt .t •rPnct-·, ,,_. i ch 
is ou~cd by ;.;,;~ , 51 0 lectorc , d o :inti J n r.l orst..~. Z '., ·ons, r prt-'r- - t • :-..:~ o 1" 
• , 225,000 Nneric ... J1 J •VJ ~. 

l 1ic"i c11 , i : ~ " r friendly or fri n ly, ~.i r,1.;l • dir.,r,i~Lt,d. f 0!:. : C ;r.1r.: S 
of the pu·• l ie F~c11s , bo t ositiv a d n gn tiv t. , s' .o•.~l • J pr r ·n t,•d. ._..., U. 
p".l lie \vi .. n Cfu"ldor , '4nd v.ide ly pu.' lici zed. 

The f t•re of t1e Conference i& in ir e r.Jlnds c;-i. :.:.c ff'
1

r, l ~f ! ... ~. ~;v. t~ 
concentrct duri r~e: tr. next ei ::;ht W<•t:k.io on the di r ,.E·:·:ir .. ntion _:· crJ:-rtc\ L.!'o r..: 
tion end on c. :;-op~r cle rification of t rl • i Ct! G co .. f rontlnc; l..::c Conf<'~·,·n .. r. 

In vi~w o th chon5es thLt havt tt;..K tl 1~:c~ i n. the COinpO~ition ,f t le In
terim Corrmitte and the i.dministr tive Cor:-_.,itte , \"i 6 iV£ bclo,, u cc:1Y; l e litt 
of the membership as constituted to do.t : 

INTEHil.1 CO..J,.II'l'TEl!:: Co-Chnirmen : Dr. I r.rael Go 1 ~ ~ t ci , Henry Moncky, Dr. 
S tE:phc·n S. Wise; Member11: Maurice Bisgyer, N .. ~omi Ch rtoff, Sivw.nd W .Davi(], 
J .J.>avid Del.mun, l~bbi V.illiwn Dra.zin, Ut..bl i itw.rice N. ·iscndr£1th,llr . !,tor.c1.1 P. 
Epstein, Prof. Hymw:i J. Ettlinger, Rabbi f>irr.on iE-clcrbuz;ch, Prof. Huyim i'ineUliln, 
J. George Frcdmrui, .Dc:Jli l Frisch, Leon G~llm:m, Fro.it Goldr:w.n, Dr. Solozr.on 
Go l~n, I.trc. Sc;.mu.el Goldst~in, Rabbi .Robert Gord ic, Hnyim Greenber6 , Ur&, Som
uel Vt. Halprin, ldrs. Hugo Hartmann, .Habbi Jamee G, Heller, Herml.lll Hoffr.wn, 
ldge.r J. KuUf'ma.nn, Charles P. Krt.me1·, Sidn~y G. Kusworm. Hon. I.Qui~ l!.:.Levint .iil, 
Louie Lipaky, Juliun Liviligaton, Dr. Sunu~l hlurroc , , la bi I1~ine Mil r, 
Dr. Swauel Nirenst in, Harry 1'. Pin , Mr , Duvid dcSole2. Pool, '1tlolph i<oB ·nbert,;, 
Dvo1·ah Bothba.rd, Hon. Morris Roth -nbcr5 , Sbluu ·l .ko t ct .in, Isidor Se. ·.r:, .Brnjo.
min Sartn.1el1, Louie Seg~l, Hou. C -rl ~h :rman, H l r cm S lmc.,:n, Dr. A v. tli 1 lt.l 
Silver, Hon. ,tcier ~teinbrink, Ht.rmbnu S crn, i(O crt ~:o ld, Dr. Joo ·ph '.i.. t: cn b :u:r1, 
V.rs. Maurice Turner, Mrs. Joseph M.\',elt, D'• 'd V,crt hf~im, Mrs. St ·pl,tm S. ',i,,e, 
B~ruch Zuckerman. 

it.DMINI1i1'l'RJ1.' 'IVE co"~\!ITTEE: Chairma_:1-1. Louie Lip1tky; Uembera: Meurice Bis •·ye1·, 
bt•muel Caplan, Rabbi Maurice N ,l,;iE ndrut , u-1 Uoce~ F .~pst<'in, Jime Evt!ns. 
J .George Fr drnan, Lf;on G lmLin, Vwillir11n G rber. Hu;;im Grt~€nbcrg, Ch£◄rleti F. 
Krwner, Sid •y G.Kuswonn, Ra oi Irvi:i , Hill r, St.rnur l othmte-in, ~fnx J .Schn idcr, 
H r~ui Sl ulmu , Dr. "-obn Hill 1 Silver, M y~r \\. V, .. is~lll, David ,,crtheim. 
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De leg~ t e_s _ 

Sam Berke• 
Rudo lf Ca 11.man 
Rabbi J. X. Cohen• 
Jacob Leichtman 
Louis Sturz 
Robert Silv frman(•for above) 
lisa Milly :Brandt 
Mr s . A . H . V iJanan • 
Mrs. A. C. Schneiderman 
Sidney G. Kuaworm 
Henry Monsky 
Maurice £ioc,Wer• 
Mr~ . I . C . Farber 
Mrs. M. Turner 
Mrs. A. V,oldJnan 
Rabbi S. 1> • .Freehor 
Rabbi James G. Heller 
Irving Fellerman 
N . Gr ten baum 
Max Ogust 
Moshe Furmansq 
Alexander Good.man 
Hon. Mark Eisner 
Morris Rivlin 
Mrs. Jllbcrt J. :~u~ 
Mrs. J. M. ?,elt 
Mrs. Karl J. Kaufmann 
Mrc. Si~on E.Sobeloff (•£or above) 
Miss Jane Evans 
Mrs. Hugo Hnr tmann 
Z.1rs. L. Roeett 
H. J. lliegel 
N. Ben Dov Waldman• 
Judge B. A. Rosenblatt 
Carl M. Dubinslq 
Sol Goldmmi 
Babbi J. H. Loolc:Btein 
Rabbi V.illiam Drazin 
Cbr,.rles Sonnenreich 
Leo Y, o lfaon 
H. P • Kopp l emann 
Michael Stav1teky4' 
S. Rot ha tein 
Mro. Samuel Spiegel 
Mi as Sur ah Kus et' 
Urs. · 1. L. Giffen• 
~ias Gertrude Sumner 

•Alternates 

(Firs~ List) 

J~11ericim Federation for Poli&h Jev:s 
J.mor. Fed. of Je~s from Centr~l Europe 
American Jewish CongreDS 

ti ti " 

II 

II 

II 

ti 
" 
" 

Americtm Jewish Congress,tomen•s Div. 
II II II II 

ti " II ti 

B •nai a' rith 
ti II 

II II 

II 11 V,omen 1 s Supreme Council 
" 
H 

II II ti II 

It It II II 

Centro.l Conference of American Hao i& 
II II 

Free Sons of Israel 
ti 

It 

II 

" 
Hashomer H~tzair 

II 

It 

0 It 

Ind .Order Bri th Sholom of .tH.il timore 
Jewish F.ducfi.t ional Org''ni zat ions 
Jewish ~riters & Journalists 
Nc:..tional Council of Jev.ish \~omen 

" 
II 

ti 

II 

II 

" 

,, 
II 

ti 

II 

II 

It 

Na.tio ml Fed. of 'l' mple SisterhoodG 
tt II n II 

" ti " II 

:B 1nai Zion 
ti ti 

It " 

Progressive Ord.er of the lest 
II II II 

Rabbinical Council or .Amflrica 
ti " II 

United Roumanian Jews of i merica 
ti II ti II 

United Synagogue of America 
" " ti 

" It It 

Nat 11 \',omen' G League or Un. ~ynago&Ue of A. 
11 II tt II II 

II ti II " 
Junior Mizrachi lomen•s Organization 
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DIGEST OF 

Page Four 

PRESS COMMENTS. 

SURVIV.AL OF AMERICAN JEWISH LIB - CONFERENCE'S TASK. 
"If the aituation of Jewry required the original convening of the Conference, 

it au.rely requires it now. Yet we venture to question whether the leaders of the 
Conference are altogether correct in assuming that a second session, similar in 
ita •cope and function to the first,ia calculated to advance to any considerable 
degree the cau••• to which it 1• dedicated. 

lhen the Conference adjourned in September, 1943. it had passed a number of 
resolution• dealing with Palestine, post-war Jewish rights, and rescue. Those 
resolution• were widely publicized; but the question then aro••: Did the Confer
ence thereby completely fulfill its function, or waa the Conference expected, 
through its Interim Committee. to press for the implementation of those reaolu
tionl? las the Conference, in other words, to be regarded a• merely an opinion 
group, or waa it to be also an action group? ... 

If' the Conference •aa an opinion group, wh,lt further need wa• there for the 
various committees and for another meeting? The consensus of .American Jewry was 
reg1ateredo It waa on the record ... If, on the other hand, the Conference •ae 
an action group, then why should its efficacy have been weakened by the continued 
functioning of tboee national organizations whoee work aervee merely to duplicate 
the work of the Conference? To pu.t it plainly: either the Conference should have 
met once and once only to obtain for certain national organizations a vote of con
fidence from the .American Jewish community, or the Conference should have been 
granted authority to act in the place of the hitherto overlapping and compet ng 
organizatio11• o But for every national organization to go along a• though there 
were no Conference, and for the Conference to proceed as though there were no 
national organization• is to add to the confusion ... 

The .Americaz:>. Jewish Conference haa a vital function to perform in this. it 
forthcoming second meeting. It ia a function in which, at preeent, ite epoke$men 
have indicated no intereat, but one in which we are certain maey of the commun -
tiea throughoui the lend would be deeply intere■ted. That function would be to 
call i11to being an American Jewish A8aembly dedicated to the creative surviva~ of 
Jewieh life in .Americao The term II ASsembly4' 1• uaed advisedly, for that bear the 
conllotatioA of permanellce .. o Such en .Aaaembly would serve aa a sort of con ti tu•
tional convention for American Jewry ~ to establish a more perfect union, an in
tellige11,, carefully planned and efficient framework for the Jewish community of 
the United St&\ea. Perhape not all the delegate• would favor thie move. Thia 
ebould 11ot deter those who are concerned with the problem from forging ahead. o. 

we call upon the delegates to the forthcoming aesaiona in Pittsburgh to give 
voice to those purposes and to work for their realization." 

The Reconstructionist, 10.6.44. 
---------

TBE 11),S& .dl) IISSS or THE AVERAGE JD'. 
•While a small minority hae wri\ten off the Conference ae a failure, the 

average J•• ia hopeful that the Conference will overcome \he obetacl•• that have 
beeJl placed 111 i\a •Y, and that 1\ Will emerge ae the reapresentative aAd author
ized agency of .AmericaZl Jf!'Rryp both 1n the protection of their interee\a in regard 
to Pale1tine, and in the rttconat.ru.ction of Jewieh life in ~•an land•. 

Should the Conference at th1• time fail to ralq the neceeaary enthuaiaam tmd 
auppor,, it 1• ollly a matter of time when a aecond effor\ will bave to be mad• to 
crea\e a similar agency for a eimilar purpo••• It 1• clear that the average Jn 
•111 no\ tolerate for much loDger the rugged illdividualism and the resultant chaol 
and confuaioll that prevail• among our national organiz&tion1. Be •111 not put up 
indefilliiel7 wi\h \he kind of leaderahip that 1• ao Jealous of it• tracle mt.rk an4 
ita exaggerated claima that 1\ will not give up• iota of it• pretenaio11e and or
gani&&tio11al pride for the greater good of the Jewiah OOIDllllAity •.• 
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The American Jewish Co11ference ain.ed to put t. d to this tri gi-comcdy. Tl e 
average Jew senses what wae at atruce and {!JJVe the Conference his loyalty @ld <:.n
thuaiasm. Not in decade• did a m:>re representative g&thering of Jewa meet i ~o 
e~rnest a mood as did the aaeembly of 501 delegE.tes at the first session of tre 
Conference. The measure of 1 ta failure is the mel:lsure of individualit;m un r iot 
on the part of our nc.tional organizations." 

Babbi saul E. White, Em£1llU-El. San.Frbncisco, 9. 22. 4~. 

THE CONnfXNCE SHOULD LrJJ> 'l'BE FIGHT AGAINST 1'lVl'I - S'F.t!l'l'ISM. 
11 While the Confere:Ace ha• waged splendid C1Wpc.igns to save the Jew6 f E ' rone 

end to restore right• and liberties to Jews in liberated countrie , it l4'.- ~ no ~ y •t 
aseumed leE:.derehip on another important front, namely, in the fight ag i ... t ·- ti 
Semitism in the United Statee. 'rhe Confer~nee, by virt~e of it! outstandtn~~ por.i
tion ill .AmericaA Jewish life, should atep for1'i'Erd to give l eader .. t ip t o tt.e .;.r v;ing 
movemeAt to combat the meziac• of pogrom• in .Amf!"ica. 'l'he reuolution an . .d at the 
firet eession of the Conference in ~~st, 1943, ca11111g for the o tlav,.u;.; J., Enti
Semiti•m "by international conference• and nntional legislation•• g,:-. e t. El Confel'
e:Aee the mandate to assume leadership in the fiyit to rid our co ,1ntry o ., h i 
faacint menace. The Co:Aference will be fulfilling its duty and will rt'.· 1 i i 1e 
hopes of the Jefiiab pe0ple thn.t one orgwiization would ar.Eume the leE.dcr~·.tip t d 
give guidance to thie imnenaely important etruule ." 

Act ion Digelit of the J. P. C., ..,cp tt:m ' 1 
1 :4.:,: - - - - - - - - - ~ 

A SUGGESTIOB FROM THE EXTBEME ORl'HODOXY. 
"The Intern&tiona.l 'Bill of Right•• for the protectioi. of livco, r .lie: tl 

frt.:edom and civic right• for the 1Dhabitentt of all t he cowtriec, wit l10,_ t dirt inc
tion of origin, nationality, lenguage. r~ce or r eli gion, as formulat~d byt e ~~er
icllll Jewiab Conference, 1• a souml one. It dem&nds II the innlienau le right of c.1 1 
religious, ethnic md cultural group• to muint~i.A and foster their re P'-'Ct ve 
group idea\it1ea on the baa1a of equality." 

Ne•ertheless. that formulation avoids ::oing into detc.ils, and doe o s~. in 
,1hb.t form the religious, ethnic and cultural groups should ob tein t he i r rii;-; 1t1 
through legialation. IA my opinion, thi• should be elaborated upon, since one a G
sumee in principle th• poeeibility of a :unified represent~tion in the dem~dG for 
Je•ish righ,a ia Europe... 'rhi• should be considered, thoue;h at tho pr(-:tent mo mr nt 
there ia :AO uniform opinioR 011 tb.t. But an undcretanding 1• in the re'4lm of p OE
aibili ty .• 

N.C.R.A.C. 'ro TRY JOR 101U>ER 1 • 

J .Rosenheim, Jet1iah Voice of Agud.ath I ere.el, 
Octob£r. 1944. - - - - - - - - - -

"There 1• a poeaibili ty thb.t hit and mice tactic• by national Jewich or ··an iz -
tio:AI could have more effect \baa if one ovurell committee waited on the l1NRIUt. of
ficials, but 1t 1• very like!¥ tlw.t what one Jewish deleg~tion am will b€ oppo~c4 
to wll.at another delegatioR come• to aeek, eo tbl.t once again a group dis f<l t1ed to do 
•hlt.t 1 t can to alleviate _the plight of suffering Jews does not lcno" which way to 
turl4., 

If the Americall Jewi•h Conference doe•n•t prove able to briag •ome coordinEtion 
into the .American Jewish group• when they appear before ruling bodies , and t he 
lPnai i;•rith, having been bumecl once,. as it ma, consider, won't t empt f ute it~~E11n, 
then pcrhap• the National Community Relation• Advieory Council might et ~ into t hi• 
field amd try to bring aome kind of order into it." 

The J•ish Poat, Ind1anapol16, 9 29. 1.t4. 





Gentlemen 1 

shall · I shall not atteod the meeting of the Interim 
Committee scheduled for Tuesday, October 24th. 1944, 
at 10~00 .M. at the Biltmore Hotel, New York City. 

NAi•.'~ 
________________ ..,..... ___ _ 

ADDBESS -------------------
REi,:.AltIS --------------------



TO: 

AMERl(;AN JEWISH (;ONFEREN(;E 
~.iE~.iBEBS OF i'BE INTERI~.1 <MtiMURANDUM 

I. L. KENb 
October 6, 1944 

DATE: 

FROM: Interim Conmittee Meeting 

SUBJECT: 

Pleaae take note that the next meeting of the Interim 

Committee will be held on Tueadat, Qctober 24th, 1944, at 

lOtOO A.M., at the Biltmore li>tel, lew York City. 

1111 you pleaae fill 1n anc1 r1turn the a\\ache4 card? 

lncloee4 are copiea of the m.1nu,• ot the Interim 

Oonmittee meeting• ot .A.Ugua\ let am September lBth. 



1 ERIC.1~N JE'NISH CONFERENCE 

MINUTES OF f~D [IlJIS·rRATIVE COMMI·rTEE MEE·rING 

THORSD.1'..Y, oc·roBER h, 1944 

PRESEN·r : Louis Lipsl{y, Cl1c: ... irman; Samuo.l Caplan, Mrs . Moses Epstein, Miss Jane Evans , J. George Frcdmnn, Loon Gellman , William Gerber , Hayim Greenberg, Charles Kramer Rabbi Irving Miller , Samuel Rothstein, Herman Shulman, David' Wertheim; and Meir Grossman , .Ann Jarcho, I . L . Kenen and Dr . !~lexander s . Kohanski of the staff . 

Hil'JU•rES OF I~DMINIS·rR.ttrIVE CO .lfMI·rTEE MEErING 8/21/ 44 : :~pproved . 
PRINTED REPORTS : Mr . Kcnen reported that it was planned to publish a boo~ of about 96 pages to contain the reports of the three Cormnissions (nor.; in prcpnrn tion) nnd of the Interim Committee, the latter to be an introduction to the r ports of tho three Commissions . l o·rroN: ·rhe Ldrninistra ti vo Committee reco!:lmends to the Interim Committee that it be authorized to prepare the Interim Committee report, to be written from o. re:;pertorial point of view . c: .. RRIED . It was apreed that a summary of th8 Interim Committee report be prepared in Yiddish . 

DELEGLTES ' REPLIES fO C~LL FOR SECOND SESSION: fhe Chair reported that to date 273 replies from communities have been received; .,53 answered in tho affirrnc:. ti vc , 16 in the n ega ti ve, and 4 undecid d . Of the ~ppointed delo6ates , 47 replied . 

REPOR·r OF CREDEN·rIJ~LS 1- 1D : .. DMISSIONS COMMI·r·rEE : Discussion on admission to the Conference of new organizations was follow d by the MOTION : Thnt all mntturs now before the CredEJnti1...ls Cammi ttco dco.ling with admission of orga.nizations be rcfc:rrod bG.ck to the Crcdc.:ntials CoPJ.mi ttcc for o. dcfini.ti~ report to btJ submi ttcd to the n xt meeting of the .1·1.dministr ti ve Cornr::i ttce. c..:i.RRIED . 
Mr . Gellman l~VED: That ncgoti~tions with ~gudac Harabbonim and the Rcvinj_onists be re-opened . Mr . Shulmc..n nmended th · motion to add ~gudc..s Israel ns wall. MOTION CARRIED . 
]Ir . Caplan moved tho. t 2 formo.l offer of re-admission be; extended to the f.u!lGrican Jc•yish Conmi ttee . ·r.ABLED . 5 to r,, . 

Rabbi I~:illcr MOVED that the Cho.ir appoint o. commi ttc .. of thrcc to study the si tuu.i:lon rego.rding the .1unericc.n J0wish . Committec.. ' s ind pendent [•ction in the fiuld of post-·,o.r problems, and to rucomrnend modus O[•crn.ndi . C4,RRIED. 

SPE.t'J<ER FOR SECOND SESSIO : It 'i , .s 1~0VLD .:i.nd c: .. RitIED th t following a clarificc..tion of the BoL ~ uf Jewish Dcputiu~r attitude to American Jewish organizations, 11 invi tc.tion be extended to Prof . Selig Brodetsky to speak o.t tho svcond session . 



<) - .,-

!i.GENDli. FOR SECOND SES'~ION: rhc Ch1.ir pointed out that many questions arc being raisod, specially by tho Jewish Press, ~ertaining to the second ses~ ion and its agenda within the scope laid_ dovm by the: Inte:rim Coinmi tti:c 2.nu. that 11c should bu prGp::ircd with decisions. _tnbbi J•;illc..,., r-ov~~o ;hLt : 11 ·rhc Chair be uthorized to call an inforri!al pr- - Conic rt;:nec meuting of Co-Chairmen, Chairmen of Com~i~sio~~~ ~nd ln additlon thcro~o, the represontativGs of GroupsJ for the pu2' 1nsc c,f oric.;nt:_1 ·cing ourselv8s on the mc:1.ttcrs which will come b,:;fo:r:~ t}10 Ccnfe:rcnce ." C.ARRIED. 
;,.PPOIN·ri:EN·r OF PL.uNl'JIN_G .. 'IND WORK ING C01THI·r·rEES: ·rho Choir designated I. L. Kcn£n 2nrl Mc.: ir Grossman to represent the Conference on thu Conf rcncc-Co.1. gr or-; s 11 vvorking" committee. It was agreed that the Con er -n ee a.nd the \'orld Jewish Congr ess each appoint five me1rbe·cs to tho Plc.nning Commi t:co . ·rho ChL..ir appointed the following to repr8'3cmt the Confc.:rcnc'--~ lTi,J s Ev~ .. ns, Mr. Hc.yim Greenberg, Dr. Kohan~k i, t r. Shulman and Dr . Trachtenberg. 

REPORT ON tlc·rIVI ·I1ItS: J1,.r .. T-~cncn rcport\..,d th2t men:or[lnda had been sent to Viscount fk.1lf[~X anc1. Sc..;cretury of 8tate Cordell Hull and thnt a letter had gone to the ~Jurica.n Fed ration of Polish Jews depr c co. ting that oy•gnnj_~.·1 tion ' s independent action during the recent session of UNRR .. 'i.. _:_ cory had been se11t to the Jewish Labor Cammi ttec aftur it was lccrn d that this o gan iz tion had submit ted an intlepcndunt n1emor~n c1-:.;1r to thl' State Department . 

''lr . Kcncn r~lso r epo:"tod thl.~.t an off-the-record r0port on rescue ma tt e.: rs v1ould be giv(m by DJ. . Joseph Schnartz of th J.D.C. at the Res cu e Commission mcoti11 1; toinorro:1 . 

REPOR·r OF UNTIR." .. )Hi:~,~rI __ G~ r.:iss 1.'.:vnns reported thnt the major vork in rnor1tre-2~- ,., 2s c1onc l):r t 10 Porld Jc• :ish Congress o.nd Lhe .. ·1mcr.L cc1n J nwjsh ConfcrL·ncu,:; nnd that the fin.:i l statemen t adopted Hc..s i,JOrd for word tha t of the ~~or l d J 0wisn Congress in which the hlGri c~n J eui h Conference hnd joined L.nd agr. d . ~iss Ev2ns pointed out thnt the important quostiorJ no 1
.: is our future attitude towards the Intcrgovcrnmcnta.l Co~iittco on Refugees . 

~t the suggestion of th0 Chair, the resolution of gr ntitu~e o.nd o.ppreciation Kohc:1.nski, the Conference representatives .:i. ccomplishment .:i ':'.t the ONRRJ' Session in 

raeetin g adopted r~ forma l 
to ]_i ss Ev:;.n s t1 nd Dr. 1\ . S . ::it UNRRJ\, for the:tr 
ontrcol . 

11EMO .,' NDUH RE FRE J CH JEF/S: :l f.!emorandum froF. M.:i.ur • c Bj_ sgycr , proposing th2t the nev1ly forninc Frl·.nch Jcv ish Co111mi ttcc c invi tcd to the second session , was introduced by !ir. Gerber. L1.ction ·t·1s deferr ed until the next .:dministr.::.tive Committl) · 1~1ecting. 
NEX·r ~:~EE·rING: ·rhursdn.y, Octo er lGtb, 1n44, 6 P. L. . nt the Confercuv ... offices . 

1 eting adjourned . 

... 



.... I 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
:Members of Administrnti ve Committee 

DATE: 

I. L. Kenen 

Oct. 12, 1944 

Enclosed nre the minutes of the ,;;.dministrati ve 
Committee meeting of October 5th, 1944. 

Please take note that the next meeting of the 
Administrative Committee will be held on Thursday, 
October 19th at 6:00 P.M. nt the Conference office. 



_American J £WISH [ □ NFERENCE 
COMMISSION ON PALESTINE 

DR. ABBA HILLBL SILVER 

Ch11irman 

JACOB ALSON 
GBDALIAH BUBUCK 
RABBI A. SIMON FBDERBUSCH 
RABBI SoLOMON B. FRBBHOP 
RABBI WOLF GoLD 
DR. ROBBRT GoRDIS 
MRS. SAMUBL W. HALPRIN 
ISAACHAMUN 
RABBI JAMBS G. HBLLBR 
HON. H. P. KOPPLEMAN 
MAX A. KOPSTEIN 
HON. LOUISE. LEVINTHAL 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HON. SAMUEL MELLITZ 
DR. MAX NUSSBAUM 
HON. BERNARD A. ROSBNBLATI 
HON. MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ISIDOR SACK 
MAX J. SCHNEIDER 
MRS. ALBERT P. SCHOOLMAN 
HON. CARL SHBRMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
DR. BENJAMIN SHWADRAN 
WILLIAM I. SIEGAL 
MRS. SIMON SOBELOPP 
ROBERT SZOLD 
DAVID M. WATCHMAKER 
DAVID WERfflEIM 

...,.,o 

521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

October 18, 1944 

TO TB&: MIHBEBS Qi TD CCloaSSION ON PAIZSTINE: 

I em encloaing a draft of the report of the 
Oonmiaaion on Palestine, which will be submitted to 
the Comn1esion for ita approval at its meeting at the 
Bilt111>re H:>tel on October 24th, Tuesday at 8 :45 A.H. 

Thia report is confined to an account of 
the developments of the past year and does not contain 
recomnendatione for future action. These are to be 
embraced in a separate report which will 1'e aubmittecl 
at the Conference. 

ILlt1fak 
Enc. 

i :c~~, 
"!. Y :·. K~nen 
Seoretar;y 

THB COMMISSION ON PALESTINS WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE INTERIM COMMITTEE OP ms AMBa
ICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE TO IMPLEMENT THE RESOLUTION ON ms RIGHTS OP ms JEWISH 
PSOPLB Wini RBSPBCT TO PALEfflNB, ADOPTED BY nfE DELEGATES IN NEW YORK, SSPT. 11 1943 . 



" AMERICA}' JE.~rrsH co JFERBNCE 

PRESEN'T~ Herman Shulman., presiding in the absence of Loui..~ Lipsky, 
\vhc, was lll, :~crnuel Caplt~n., ;h•s . . Hosus P . E1pstein, Jane Evans, 
J. George Fredman, Hayim Greenl)erg, Charles P . Kramer, Rabbi 
Irving I::j ller , Samuel P . nothstein, Da.vid ·::ertheim . 
Staff: Meir Grossman _, 1\nn Jarcho, .Dr . .:i. . 1- . J<:o1v1.nsl{i and I.L. Kenen. 

i•,1INUTES OF 11.DdINISTH;j.TIVE COMMI ·r ·rEE MEETI1JG 10/5/44: 11.pproved. 

COi·!Ii.1U ICJ.'l'ION FROi11 NLTION:.L COMI(I'I'TEE ·ro COI1IB.:1.-r ii.NTI-SEi.1I·rrs:M 
requesting Confer nee support of ConfresJionnl action outla~ing 
antj_-semitism . It vias the consensus thc. t this is outside the 
scope of the Conference and that the_orGanizution be so notified. 

CO:.z:;uNIC: rIONS FR01.~ DELEG.L' rES RE,GIO·I' ~RI JG CH;..ilGE OF GROUP 1 FFILI '~
fION follocring official notice that such ch&nges must be recorded 
before November 10th. 

David Geffen of Utica, New York 
From Congress bloc to General Zionist 

David S . Landes, of Philodelphia, Pa. 
From Con ress bloc to ~izrachi 

REPORT OF CO1•: tl•~IrTr.,E ON CftLD2JJ·rrJ~LS .:.ND ELl~CTIONS: : ;-r. Kramer, 
Chairman, rcpor tcd tho. t n cgntin t ions h:: cl be un opened v1i th the 
.L· ... gud.:i.s Israel of /!.Illeric u. and the Onio11 of Orthodox nabbis looking 
to their affiliation with the Conferen e . r,.;:j_ ... . Grossm'7~n, rho 
carried on these negotiatio11C', sto.terl. that Ra1"'bi EJ.ie:3cr Silv~r 
of the Lgudns Israel of .L·mcrico sc:-~id that t1i.s 1uestion \"'Ould be 
discussed at n meeting of tho organization thiC' week . The Union 
of Orthodox Rabbis informed l' ~r . Grossman, throue;h Ro.bbi Rosenberg, 
that it was holdin • .:1 convt.:ntion on No·.rcm er 19th, and it was 
suggested that an of.icial letter be sent to the convention 
j_nvi ting the participo tion of' the organization. 

Follov.ring discussion, it Vl::'.. S moved that the l .dministrativc Committee 
rccor.1mend to the Interim Committee: thot three s 1.;a ts bu offLrcd to 
the Onion of Orthodox R,bbis Dnd two seats to the Agudas Isrncl, 
vrith the understnnding that should the lc:ttl~r find this unacccptc.ble, 
the mL:ttcr is to be r ·. vie·:, .d :i.gr1in. I1iotion C1 .. RHIE.D with J,· 0s srs . 
Fredman and Kramer voting in the neg2tive on additional seats fo, 
~gudas Isrnel nnd askin~ ~o to h~ record -d . 

Il~r. Grossman nc..s o.uthori~cd to eontJnue the negotic:'..tions in the 
light of this motion. Ho n-:i :. 1_~() ,J ,;.'owcrcd to resume n gotintio s 
v:ith the Neu Zionist OrgD-nizo.tion, with the understanding the..t v:c: 
are prepared to allow two scats to this organization if neccssnr . 



Mr . Rrnmer J:1.oved that the .. cministr:J.tivc Co :.r.-t i.ttce rucomrnend to the 
Interim Committee favorQblc ~ction on the o.pplic~tion of the 
N::i. t ion~l i·1.~socic•.tion of Jcu j_sh Center ';:•!ork .rs :for 1.ffili ~tion 
with the Conference , tho orgonizc. tion to be r~nted ~nc s0~t . 
T;.otion C11.RTII.ED . 

r..Tr . Krc..mcn· reported th~"'- t •zi o8 of the ::-~ ?;J elected dclQg o. t cs had rc
portud to d ,2 tu, 1:rith only 19 st.::.ti:ng thJ·~ they ncrc uno..blc to 
Qttcnd tho se:cond session . 

1:r . Krcnur stated that ~ftcr October 24th c.n effort ~ould be made 
to contr• .. ct by telephone and telegro..ph o.11 de:lcg(•.tus 1 rom 1::hom no 
word h~d yet boen received . 

JJTYISH L,'.\BOR corm:r ·rTl'.iE: It '.T:-~s agreed th;;~ t .:-i comr.;itt oc o.ppointcd y 
the Ch~'.. irm.~11 should nect ,, ·i th c.. commi ttco of the J v.7i s h Lo.hor 
Co;:-, mi ttc(.; o.nd c1 i~cu('."'s its future rol.:ttionship iii th the ~·u:1c ricG.n 
Jc,•.rish Confcr .. ;:ncc . 

.t"'i.IIERI C4 IJ J zr:ISH co:r;:.,:r·rT EE: P:1.tbi ~:ilJ.er rcrortc.d thc. t follor;inr; th~: 
lr·.s t t .1.1 8ting of the ildrninistrC'..ti vc Cor.:!' i tt~u , thL: Ch: lr 11.o.d n c..1r.1cd ; 
conr,~i tt cc to consider the future: rclc.tionc:-hip of the :.n ricnn Jc ·1ish 
Cocrn i tt c:e to th8 .. J i 1..)ricnn Je,.1ish Confer en co. rho coFr" i tt ce con
sisted of I.~rs . r~ri tcj_n, j 7r . Kr::1mcr,, and hir1sclf ~s Ch irn_ n . ;.t c... 
n: t.:c ting of the coi-:1r·1i ttc.: e: , c~tt1,;ndcd 1Jy jv:rs . Epstein c:.nd R,)bbi i.:iller, 
it h o. d bo ·n ~171· c -.;d to r .:... coi:.r :,:n d tho. t c. f orr.10.l i.n vi te1.. tion c sent to 
th Amcric .:➔.n J c"i.::,11 Conmitt l:~. to rc-cntur the Conf "' rt:ncc, in a ,Jr.1uch 
ns the '"'r(•,-~s of d i. ·ngr ..; er.! ·nt ._r n~rrov:·ng :1nd the o..rtJ .... s of ngrcc
ment '"'.ru r~u h gr0ntcr thL:.n before . Pr . KrDr.-ior , v• '1n h::1.d ocn unn le 
to attend the r::.ccting, suh :i ttcd .~ dissent b\Jcr:use he f ol t the · 
.i.\.n1 cricJ.n Jewish Conn i tt oEJ \·:ould not join the Confcrcnco .:'.nd tht... t 
the public .1.iring of et di~o.3rQCLc11t, wldch ;·rould follor✓, r1ould be 
injurious to tho ConfcrcncL and ·Nould nc,t :J.dcl t o it~ prestige or 
stcturc . He suggested G.S 2n ~.ltorno tivc thG initiation of cxplor ~
tory t'"'lks . F'ollo,•ring discuC"sion, it ~.'.';~s r~ovcd by I.Tr . ,.,huln.:tn end 
s -condod by ;,:rs . 8pstcin thC'..t it be r0c01--1r:1cndod to th0 Intcri, Connitte;o that o. forr1 c l lottur of j_nvit[l.tion tor join the CcJnfvrl.:nce 
be sont to the .. "incric~n Je rri sh Cor11mi ttc:c . :i1r . Rothstein o.s1u...:d th::~ t 
no publicity b8 given ~t th-.; ti□c of the trnns~ission of th~ lett er . 
·rhis suggestion ·.r:: C1 "1..cccpt(.,d . ;J:otion C1:-RRI ~D 7 to 2 . 

INVIT~TION TO PROFESSOR ~ELTG BRODETSKY: FolloNing receipt of Q 
coLi. unic~tion to thu uffoct th~t Professor 88lig Brodutsky nf tho 
British Bo~:.rd of Jc 7ish er ltics, wr:..s cor:1i i1g to thi ccuntry in 
Dcce;;~!bcr, it W,?..S roved r.:..nc1

~ S 'condcd thrt an invit c~ tion E- sent 
inviting Professor Brndctsl, y to the second session to pr~scnt nn 
nnQlysis of the situntion of the J ewish people . It w~s agreed 
thc.t if tho three co-ch.:tirr~c.n nf the Intcrir:: Cor.u:1ittuLJ concurred, 
the invit0.tion be sent ic:-ucli t'.."• te:l: · 1 :ithout w'"'.iting for o. nce:ting r. :i: 
tho Intcri1:i Cour:iitteo . .i.'iot-Lon C.,I:RIB~D . 



, . 
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HOND.il.Y l IGH·.r ; EE·rING~ In v1:·•i: , oi' the) fu.ct thc-t r-. number cf Conf,;1,_ 
(.nee lc:..dcrs ore unablo to att 'nd tr,., inforr,.~~J prv-Confcr(ncc 
scsc-ion sch0clulcr: for ~~or1d'_1y ev'1n:Lng-, Octo Jcr 2;3r6, i. t \"Jc"'.S n.grc.:e:d 
that this 11ucting rh., po ''t. orH .. d. 1.nd ii~--1.1d for l1u8sday 87Uning, if possible . 

ROLES or P~\OCJ:i:DUTTE.: ·r11c o.tLcn tion of th(, .,_· dr. inistrnti -c Cora:1i ttcc 
wns Cc.:.llcd to the f.:.c t th~ t c.. nuubc r of propn so.ls on procedure, 
previously submitted to th0 Int0ri□ Cor~1ittoc and r ·ca~Eittcd, h~d 
not y8t bct.:n acted unon by the ;\.dr.1inistrnti vc Cor.!Li tt8C: . Con sid0r .
tion of those wn rc..f0rr c. to the inform~.1 1.1cctinJ tc.ntntivuly schudulcd for ·rucsc·-"-Y cvc.ni11g . 

E!':ERG ·NCY t.'/0 LD JLWI'=-'H CONFt.,RLNCJ.!,: It wns ngrc-.:d th~t the Ccnf JrlnC 
1. t'r1b2r~ of thc tToint Planning Cor.i;'1ittcc oct :1s .:i.. nucleus of th' 
Conf0rc.nc(• <ielcgL..tion nf observers to tr.10 for.thconin1 [t:or . ency 
Conf8rLnce of the \Jorld Jewish Congre:.ss . 

·rhe neetin g c.o j ourn cd c. t 9: 20 P . i·1. 

c'.1S 



PALESTINE COl~lSSION 

of the 

.AMIDRIO.All JEWISH OONBRENC&: 

CONJ'IDENrI.AL 

Uinutea of Meeting held Oct. 24, 1944 

PRESENT: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, presiding; Dr. Abba Abrams, Jacob J..laon, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Isaac Hamlin, Rabbi James G. Heller, 
Max J. Schneider, Mrs. Albert P. Schoolman, Hern&n Shulman, 
Dr. Benjamin Shwadron, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise, 
and I. L. Xenen, Secretary. 

ilNODS OF PREVIOUS MEETING 9/11/44: Approved. 

P.ALESTINE COMI.USSION REPORT! 

The Oom:niasion reviev;ed the draft of the Palestine Comrniasion 
Report presented by the sub-com:iittee. A number of suggestions were 
submitted and it waa agreed that a new draft of the report be prepared 
1mned1ately and distributed to the members of the Comnilsion, who were 
requested to send in all suggestions or changes to the Chairman by 
October 30th, 1944. 

iECO~NDATIONS TO SECOND SESSION: 

The sub-committee waa directed to bring to the next meeting of 
the Oomniesion its recomnendationa to be presented to the second aeasion. 

RESOLUT!OliS: 

It waa agreed that resolutions welcoming President Rooaevelt 1a 
and Governor Dewey's statement a on Palestine endorsing a Jewish Oomroon
weal th be drafted and transmitted to the Interim Committee. 

fak 
10/26/44 

I.L.lt. 



.,, 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 

Members of the Administrative Cammi ttee DATE: Oct. 25, 1944 

I. L. Ken en 

I am enclosing the minutes of the Administrative 
Committee meeting of October 19th. 

·rhe next meeting of the Administrative Cammi ttee 
will be on ·rhursday, November 2nd at 6:00 P.M. at the 
Conference office. 



_American J £WISH [ □ NFERENCE 
COMMISSION ON PALESTINE 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Ch11irm11n 

JACOB ALSON 
GEDALIAH BUBLICK 
RABBI A. SIMON FEDERBUSCH 
RABBI SoLOMON B. FRBEHOP 
RABBI WOLF GoLD 
DR. ROBERT GoRDIS 
MRS. SAMUEL W. HALPRIN 
ISAAC HAMLIN 
RABBI JAMES G. HELLER 
HON. H.P. KOPPLEMAN 
MAX A. KOPSTEIN 
HON. LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HON. SAMUEL MELLITZ 
DR. MAX NUSSBAUM 
HON. BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 
HON. MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ISIDOR SACK 
MAX J. SCHNEIDER 
MRS. ALBERT P. SCHOOLMAN 
HON. CARL SHERMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
DR. BENJAMIN SHWADRAN 
WILLIAM I. SIEGAL 
MRS. SIMON SOBELOFF 
ROBERT SZOLD 
DAVID M. WATCHMAKER 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
% The Temple 
E. 106th St• at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 26, 1944 

New York 17, N. Y. 

Yesterday, I rearr~nged e.!ld revised 
the Palestine Commissiou report in its entirety 
and we rushed out copies to all members of the 
Canmiasion so that they would have them today and 
so that they would ho.ve enough time to send in 
their suggestions and revisions by kOuday. October 
30th• when you will be in New York. 

While I aooepted a number of 
Mr. Shulm&n 1 s suggestions, I &m opposed to revising 
the treatment or the President's statem~nt and the 
events preceding lt. 

Since the report must go to the printer 
very shortly, if it is to be out on time, I would 
like to suggest that we meet on Monday for final 
approval of the draft. I will telephone you some 
time Mond~y morning. 

Cordially, 

, L. Kenen 

ILK:fak 

THE COMMlS ION ON PALESTINE WAS ESTABLISHED BY THB INTBRIM COMMITTBB OP ms AMBR• 
ICAN JEWISH CONFERBNCB TO IMPLBMENT THE RESOLUTION ON ms RIGHTS OP ms JBWJSH 
PBOPLE WITH RBSPBCT TO PALESTINE, ADOPTED BY THE DELEGATES IN NB\V YORK, SBPT. 1, 1943. 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUmy Hill 2-7197 

Ootober 31, 1944 

Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver 
% The Temple 
E. 106th st. at Alsel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

New York 17, N. Y. 

I met with Dr. Wise today and he had only a 
Tery fffW suggestions to make in conneotion with the Palestine 
Conmis sion Report. A couple of verbal o hanges that he 
suggested had been anticipated. He makes the following 
proposals, 

In t.l1e next to the last line on Page 21 he 
objects to the word "aggresaiven and I suggested that we 
might use "direotn. 

On Page 4, in the last paragraph, he asks 
that I name the delegation which went to full (whioh would 
mean a repetition since I named them in the Interim Committee 
Report whioh precedes this) and he wants the nrd "fight" 
changed in the fourth line. I suggested the word "'campaign". 

On Page 15, he suggests that the sentence 
referring to the President• s Maro h 28th statement be revi 
to reads "He a.ooepted the mill tary objection to action at 
this time as nothing more than a temporary bar." 

On Page 28, af'ter the reference to the Demo
oratio convention, he dictated the following insertion, 
beginniilg with " •••• Dr. Goldstein, all of whom addressed 
the Conmittee on Resoluti ens a)§e oonmittee meeting which 
dealt w1. th the Palestine plank On October 11th, Dr. Wise 
oonferred with the President, promised to send a ata.,te-
Dl9nt on Palestine, including an endoraementAof e Palestine 
plank, to the 47th Annual Convention of th& Zionist Organiza
tion of' America, to be read by Senator Robert F. Wagner, 
Chairnan of the American Palestine Committee." )< 

The last page would be changed aooordingJ.¥, in 
order to eliminate repetiticn. I made it clear to Dr. Wise 
that the reason I had omitted any reference to his visit to 
Preaidsit Roosevelt is that I thought it detracted from the 

nm INTERIM COMMITIBB WAS BSTABLISHBD BY THB DBLBGATBS OP ntB AMDICAN 
JBWISH CONPBllBNCB IN NBW YOaJC, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT m USOLtJnONI 
ON: 1HB RBSCUB OP EUROPEAN JSWllY; 1HB RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JBWS IN THB 
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OP THB JEWISH PEOPLE WI1H RBSPBCT TO PALBITINB. 



Page Two. 

October 31st, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silvers 

foroe of the President's message to disclose to the public that the 
message had been solioited . However, he feels very strongly that 
his name should be mentioned. I told him t hat we had reviaed the 
last paragraph to include his name, but he felt that the ~tter 
should be handled in the way that he suggested. 

Sincerely yours, 

I . L. Kenen 

ILKs f1k 

P.sJ I am enclosing a olean oopy of the Palestine Commission 
Report should you have none available. This does not 
include the correotions whioh have been made during the 
past tew days. 

' 



American Jewish Conference 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17 , N. Y. 

Conunls5ion on Palestine 

(C 

. ov er 2nd, 1 

Dr. tephen s. ise 
40 st 68th Street 

York, .Y . 

De r Dr. 1s : 

I sent on your sug estion for revi ion o the alestine 
Co 1 sion re ort to Dr. Silver. He rees on an ber 
or th ehan s that you ur ed nd hese re ein made. 

Ho ever, he does not believe that the ar rah record
in your Y1s1t to the Pre 1dent hould b inert d. 

ference to your visit to the Pr 1dent will be included 
in the final chapter, the fir t ara raph t hie 11 
read as tollo s 

he culmin tion o thi 1 ob111-
zation or ric u lie o inion in be lf 
or the c onwealth resolution came on 

ctob r 15th h n Presiden Roo el, ho 
h d rec lved Dr. ise at he ite Rous o 
Octo er 11th, sent es e to he orty
Sev nth nual Convent! no th 1on1 
rgani ation or er1ca, in which he clared 
bate orts 11 e d to effectuate he 

.. establis ent or P lestin ree d 

ILK as 

d ocr tic co 1th d led d his 
assistanc to bout 1 r alization. 

"Conv yed by n 
of the er1can 
convention, th 
eclared: 

tor Rob rt 
Pal tin C 1 

ea ge o the 

Dr, C 1 
ee, tot 
esident 

" • 

incerel your, 

I. L. ltenen 
Seer try 



AMERICJ. 

MINUTES OF •. ~ ING 
of 

,RENCE 

SUB-COMMITTEE OF PALEST JE CO! ISSION 
Fri ay , Movomber 3• 1944 

P !JSENT : Jacob Als o!'., Mrs . Samuel w. Halprin, Isaao Hamlin~ Carl Sherman, 
and I . L. Kenen, Secretary. 

REC01; ft.END_-4TION TO SECO ID SESSIO : Mr . Kenen was auth rized to draft 
resolution, t o be submitted to the next meeting of the Sub-Committee on 
November 20th, covering the f ollowing points : 

1. Recognition of public opinion and President Roosevelt's 
statement on the ev.rish Commonwealth in Palestine. 

2. Recommend acceleraticn - action now. 

3. Suggestion that the American Jewish Conference Kend ~ 
delegation to London and Palestine. 

4. Request for aid from inter-governmental bodies to help 
in the economic reconstruotion of Pale tine . 

s. Reaction to partit i on. 

There eing no furthor buainess , the meeti 1g adjourned. 
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A.MERI CAN J.E \VI SH CONlERENCE 

lElDBANDUU 

To: The Delegates to the .American Jewish Conference 
and its Affiliated Organizations 

November 6, 1944 

The office of the American Jewish Conference ha.s reooived many inquiries 
from delegates and constituent bodies who have asked for guidance on the 
attitude to adopt towards a "Declaration of Human Rights" recently submitted 
by the American Jewish Comnittee to persons of Jewish and non-Jewish faith 
for their approval 6Ild signature. 

The matter was discussed by our Administrative Committee, which 
authorized the issuance of a memorandum explaining to our delegates and 
constituent organizations the implications of the above-mentioned "Declaration," 
as far as the needs of post.war Jewry are concerned. 

Sincerely yours 1 

•. j / j ·t ' ,. . ,,/ t 
.:f--.e,-l,q/.) , -<-j ) ) 

Louis Lipsky, Chairman 
ADMmISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

···········•·*••··········· 
An Analysis of the "Declaration of Human Rights" 

of the .American Jewish Comnitt~ 

To understand the purpose of the "Declaration of Human Rights" ioeued 
by the American Jewish Committee, one must view it in the light of the objects 
of this o~~anization. According to. 1 ts Charter, "the object o,f this cor, ... 
poration []meri can Jewish Comni tte~ shall be, to prevent the infraction of 
the civil and religious rights of Jews, in any ~art of the world; to render 
all l awful assistance and to talte appropriate remedial action in the event 
of threatened or actual invasion or restriction of such rights, or of un
favorable discrimination with respect thereto; to secure for Jews eauality 
of economic, social and educational opportunity; to alleviate the ·consequ~nces 
of persecution and to afford relief from calamities affecting Jews, wherever 
they nay occur; •.• 11 

The 11 Declara.tion of Human Rights" of the American Jewish Committee comf' B 
at a time when II tho consequences of persecutions" of Jews have been the most 
catastrophic in their entire history. This "Declaration", therefore, inevit
ably has direct bearing on the object of the Committee "to alleviate" those 
consequences and "to afford relief from calamities affecting Jews •. •" Doe a 
this "Declaration" fulfill the requirements of Jewish reconstruction after 
the war? 

To rebuild the shattered liveo of the surviving Jews of Europe, 
ape cifio measures mu.st be applied in accordan cs Vii th the specific needs of the 
Jewish population, which has gone through an ordeal aa no other people has. 
The case of the Jews of Europe is a unique one and must be treated ae such. 
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The American Jewieh Cenference at its first session in September 1943, 
without dissent, adopted resolut•ions on post-war reconstruction of Eur0pean 
Jewry. These resolutions express the views of the overwhelming majority of 
.American Jewry. They point to the specific needs of the Jews of Europe, as 
individuals and as a group. The resolutions call for the promilgation of an 
international bill of rights, for the outlawing of anti-Semitism, the relief 
and rehabilitation of the Je~ish populations according to their distinctive 
needs, the punishment of those who have committed crimes against them, the 
indemnification for their lost and despoiled personal and communal property. 
The Conference has since also issued statements concerning the application 
of its resolutions to the specific needs of the Jews in Europe, the restora
tion of given rights to them and the general improvement of their status. 

If, then, the "Declaration of Ru.man Rights11 submitted by the .American 
Jewish Committee, couched as it is in universal terms, without mentioning 
the Jews at all, purports to offer a solution to the grave problems faced 
by the J ewe of Eur0pe 1 it is inadequate and misleading. By commission as 
well as omission, it goes contrary in many respects to the demands of the 
great majority of American Jews, as formulated by the American Jewish Confer
ence. The authors of the "Declaration" must state in no uncertain terms 
whether this is the sole basis for their program on the post-war rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of EuropeanJewry. 

But apart from this question, the Committee's "Declo.ration of Hu.man 
Rights," even as a statement of universal principles, contains proposals 
which not only will not meet the needs of the Jews of Europe, but may turn 
out to be detrimental to their needs. The following is a brief analysis of 
the several points of the document. 

II. 

In the preamble, the 11Declnration11 recognizes 11 the individual human 
being ns the cornerstone of our culture and our civilization." Nowhere in 
the entire text is there provision made for the b ·:1.sic rights of all religious, 
ethnic and cultural groups as such. By this omission, the "Declaration" fails 
to express the desire of the vast majority of Jews, as well as of other minority 
groups, to maintain and foster their group identity. 

In paragraph 31 the reason given for 11 international concern to stamp 
out infractions of basic human rights" (including the right to life), is that 
such infractions, or persecutiors,throw "upon the pea~-loving nations the 
burden of relief and redress." It may be interpreted that in cases where the 
peace-,.loving nations do not have this b..lrden 1 they need not be concerned about 
persecutions, A state may thus organize the extermination of a whole section 
of its population, without interference from the "peace-loving nations," since 
the dead do not need "relief and redress. 11 

The next three paragraphs of the 11 Declarat ion" deal with particular 
circumstances resulting from racial and religious persecutions and from the 
exigencies of a war of extermination. One need not enter here into a dis
cussion whether questions of redreso, the right to 11 return11 and to immigration 
belong in a general statement of "Human Rights." For, the pr0posals in these 
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paragraphs concern only the victims of those circumstances and not all the 
other "individual human beings," to whom human rights should also be guaran
teed. However. the i;roposals me.y not serve the needs even of the people for 
whose benefit they are intended. 

In paragraph 4. 11 fuir redress" is requested only for ttthose who have 
suffered under the Hitler regi1i1e." No mention is made of Hitler• s satelli tee 
and associates under wlicso regimes the Jews have suffered as much and in whose 
countries a great number of the surviving Je~o of Europe now find themselves. 

In Paragraph 5, 11 the opportunity to return" is suggested only for II those 
who have been driven from their land of birth.11 But nothing is said abouc the 
return of those who were not born in the lands they were driven from, but lived 
there for decades and regarded the r11 as their homes. The governments of Luxem
bourg end Belgium, for example, have announced that they would welcome the 
return of Jewish refugees from these countries, including non-citizens who 
were former residents. The proposal of the Connnittee asks less than what the 
Je~;s of Europe are entitled to and which some of the Eu:zo pean governments have 
already granted them. 

In the same proposal it is further suggested that those who return 
to II the land of their birt-~11 should be 11 una.ffect ed in their rights by the Na~i 
despotism." The fact that in some oountries their rights were grievously 
affected prior to the Nazi despotism and have aince been so affected also by 
other oppressors, is not taken into consideration in the Committee 1 s propo~~ls . 
Sunh disregard of re~li ty may jeope.rdize the political status of Jews in sc.r:ie 
regions of post, ... rm.r Europe. Fu thermore, there is no indication what is meant 
by tttheir rights, 11 whether those they were gJ.aran teed after the first World 
"ar or the universal ones proposed in Paragraph l. The problem of restora
tion of rights to Je~s in Eu.rope and of further improvement of their political 
status, is fundamental to their reconstruction aft£r the war, It cannot be 
covered by the phrase II their rightsit Without spe d.fication. for such a bare 
phrase lends itself to misinterpretations Which may be harmful to the Je,·1s in 
some European countries. 

In Para.€ar~..§.z_ it is proposed that t! to those who VJ ander the earth 
unable or UIJW:..lling to return to scenes of unforgettable horror shall be 
given aid and cohlfo~t to find new homes and begin new lives in other parts 
of the world. This must be made possi'ble by international agreement•" The 
whole complex problem of migration in general, and of Jewish migration and 
resettlement in particular, is far from being covered by this gener~l proposal. 
The designation II those who n1nder the eartr.:1 leaves doubt a& to which category 
or c~.tegories of per.sons it includes. ·,Iu::;t a person ba in the actual state of 
v1nndering in order to be given aid in finrling a new hJme? r;hat about the Je"s 
who find themselves in their former count-fie in EUl•ope but do not wish to 
remain there because of the n scenes of unforgettatle horr?ra they have 
experienced? Shall they not be given an ~p~o~tunity to start their liveo 
anew somewhere else? According to the Conmitt~~ ~ proposal, these Jews are 
not onti tled to "aid and comfort to find new homes .11 

that 1e more important, the propo sal raises the question 
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of "free immigration" at a time when most countries of immigration want to 
open their doors only to those whom they consider II selected" immigrants. Whe're 
Jewish resettlers who may not fall within the categories of "selected immigrants11 

will go, the proposal does not consider. Moreover, the "Declaration" proposes 
that the finding of new homes "must ~e made possible by international agreement·" 
D~es this mean that all nations should agree to admit immigrants regardless of 
their present immigration laws and policies? Such a proposal may embarrass 
scme major countries and, as proven in the past, reduce to a minimum the aid 
they might give to wanderers in finding new homes. Bather, international agree
m~nts must be reached with reference to specific groups of pP.ople and definite 
countries of immigration. The proposal submitted in the "Declaration,~ being 
so universal, may prove altogether ineffective. 

III. 

To sum up, the "Declaration of Human Rights" submitted by the 
American Jewish Committee, in so far as it may be a-pplied to the specific 
problems of post.war Jewish reconstruction, does not greatly help to solve 
these problems and in many respects may even hinder their solution. 

The general problem of safeguarding human rights has been the subject 
of study and discussion by many national organizations interested in the planning 
of peace. The Commission to Study the Organization of Peace, headed by 
Dr. James T. Shotwell, issued in its Fourth Report (May 1944) a comprehensive 
statement on the issues involved. and advocated the establishment of a 
Commission on Human Rights. ~he question of an international bill of rights 
will probably be considered by the Big Powers who drew up the Dumbarton ODks 
Statement and by all the United Nations at their future conferences. It seems, 
therefore, that a Jewish organization whose object it is to protect the civil 
and religious rights of Jews, should in dealing with the question of human 
rights, indicate how this question is related to the specific needs of Jews 
in given parts of the world. 

Attention is called to the Statement& on an "International Bill of 
Rights" and on the "Restoration of Rights to Jews in Europe," recently issued 
by the American Jewish Conference. These Statements analyze the specific 
aspects of the rights of Jews in the light of past experiences and offer 
concrete proposals as part of a more inclusive program of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of the Jewish people in the post-war e~a • 
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Text 
of the 

"Declaration of Human Ri~htah 

Submitted by the American Jewish Colli:nittee 
386 Fourth •venue, New York City 

"With the lhevitable end of Hitler, the struggle begins, not of tank and plane, but of heart and soul and brain to forge a world in which ~nity may live in peace. 
' . . 

"Thil new world must be based on the recognition that the individual human being is the cornerstone of our culture and our civilization. All that •e dlieriah ,must rest on the dignity and inviolability of the person, of h1a lacred right to 11 ve and to de.,•lop under God, in whose image he was created• 
I I ' 

"With thia creed aa our foundation, we declare: 

i. That an international Bill of H11man Rights mu•t be prOIIlllgated tc; guarantee for every man, woman and child, of every race and cret~ tmd in e,ery country, the fundamental rights of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

21 No piea of aovereignty shall ever age.in be allowed to permit 
any nation to deprive those within its borders of these fundamental 
rights on tlie claim that these matters are of internal concern. 

3. lll.tlerism has dem:,natrated that bigotry and persecution by a 
barbarous nation throws upon the peace-loving nations the burden 
of relief and redreaa. Therefore it is a matter of international 
concern to stamp out infraction& of basic buma~ rights. 

4. To thoae who have suffered under the Hitler regime because of race or creed or national origin, there shall be given fair redress. 

5. To those who have been cbfivon from the land of their birth there shall re given the Opportunity to return, unaffected in their rights 
by the Nazi despotism. 

6. To those who wander the earth unable or unwilling to return to scenes of unforgettable horror &ball be given aid and comfort to find new homea and begin new lives in other parts of the world. 
This must be made possible by international agreement. 

n Thus, anew, may we Justify the ways of God to man. Thus we may take a vital step forward on the long road to which civilization seeks to create a world baaed upon the common fatherhood of God and the comnon brotherhood of math" 
... 



__American JEWISH [ ONFEREN CE 
COMMISSION ON PALESTINE 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Chairman 

JACOB ALSON 
GEDALIAH BUBLICK 
RABBI A. SIMON FEDERBUSCH 
RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 
RABBI WOLF GOLD 
DR. ROBERT GORDIS 
MRS. SAMUEL W . HALPRIN 
ISAAC HAMLIN 
RABBI }AMES G . HELLER 
HON. H.P. KOPPLEMAN 
MAX A. KOPSTEIN 
HON. LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HON. SAMUEL MELLITZ 
DR. MAX NUSSBAUM 
HON. BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 
HON. MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ISIDOR SACK 
MAX J. SCHNEIDER 
MRS. ALBERT P. SCHOOLMA 
HON. CARL SHERMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
DR. BENJAMI HWADRA 
WILLIAM I. SIEGAL 
MRS. SIMON SOBELOFF 
ROBERT SZOLD 
DAVID M. WATCHMAKER 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

~•o 
I 

S 21 Fifth Avenue 

Dr . Ab1 a. Hi llel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Avise l Rd . 
Clevel nd 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Siver: 

Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

lfovemb r 8, 1944 

1 -:·. oall a breaJr..fast meeting 

of the Pale tir...e Commission in ad 'l c oi' the 

Interim Comnrl. ttee meeting scheduled for I{ d .. on ay, 

November 27th? 

Sinoerely, 

10 ..._ .. , 

I. L. Kenen 

ILK:fsk 

THE OMMISSION ON PALE TINE AS E TABLISHED BY THE INTERIM COMMITTEE OP TIIE AMBR.
ICAN JE I H ONFEREN E TO IMPLEMENT THE RESOLUTION ON TIIB RIGHTS OP TIIE JEWISH 
PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINE, ADOPTED BY THE DELEGATES IN NEW YORK, SEPT, 1, 1943. 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUmy Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

November 10 1944 

Dr . Abba Hillel Sil ver 
he ·rem le 

Ansel Road at E. 105th St . 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

I am enclosin a draft o he Palestine 

Coa111ission re·,ort . Will yo 1 ·r lease rend this vd th 

particular reference to the chapter on "Inside Pale0tine.u 

I rill telephone you 

changes which you may have to suggest . 

onday for any 

I . L. T{ enen 

nm INTBllIM COMMin'BB WAS ESTABUSHBD BY nm DBLEGATBS OP nm AMDICAN 
JBWISH CONPJDlBNCB IN NBW YOB, SBPT. 2, 1943, TO JMPLBMBNT m USOLtJ110NI 
ON: 1HB USCUB OP IVROPBAN JBWllY; 1HB RIGHTS AND STAnJI OP JBYI IN THB 
POST-WAR. WORLD; THE llIGHTS OP 1HB JBWISH PBOPLB WITH llBSPBCT TO PALBfflNB. 



JJi'JiIOAU JEWISH OONBRENCE 

~nday, November 27, 1944 - :Biltmore Hotel, New York City 

The meeting opened at 11 alO A.M, with llr. Henry Monsky presiding. 

Those present werea Dr. Israel Goldstein, Maurice :Biagyer, Btlbbi William Drazin, 
Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, Mrs. 11>ses P, Epstein, Jane Evans, Iouis Je.brica:it 
(alternate tor Julius Livingston), Mrs. Ida Cook Jarber (alternate for 
~s. Maurice Turner), J. George l'reclman, Daniel J'risch, William Qerber (alternate 
for Sidney G, luaworm), Jrank Goldman, Mrs. L. Golub (alternate for llrs. Samuel 
OOldstein). Babbi Robert Gordie, lathaniel Greenbaum (alternate for Hermann 
Stern), Mrs. Sa.mu.el w. Halprin, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, l,ouis Lipsky, Judge i.l>rris 
Rothenberg• SaJJ11el Rothstein, J'lora Rothenberg (alternate for Mrs. Joseph ?J, 
\\"elt), Max J. Schneider, Louis Segal, Herman SbnJrnan, iJ\l.stice Ueier Steinbrink, 
Herman L. Weiaman (alternate for Judge Louis E. Lerinthal), William Weiea 
{alternate for Dr. Semi.el N1renstein)• Babbi David lice . (alternate for 
:Benjamin Samu.els). 

Staff a I, L. lenen, Ueir Grossman and Mrs. Ann Jarcho. 

Guests f 3acdb Alaon, Helen Raebeck, :Bernard Postal. 

I. ImlU'l!ES OF ilBETINQ. OJ 00'1!. 34, 1944 - Approved. 

II. BIPORT OF TB& .ADi.aNISTBA!rIVE COMUIT'JEE - On behalf of the Administrative 
Conmittee, 2Jr • Lipelq • Chairman, reported as followe a 

A. Oommunicatione 

1, Letter from the South African Jewish Board of Deputies,· welcoming 
our offer "for the mutual exchange of information end coDSultation on oormnon 
problema.• 

_ 2, 0able from Mrs• .Archibald Silverman, urging that the Conference 
take a p~sition in opposition to the territorial proJect in Jimberle1, ,Australia. 
Beferred to the standing Committee on Po•t-lar at the second eession, 

B, Seqon4 leaaion 

1. Att~ndance - The Oonferen~ delegates who had not yet responded to 
previoua como,uJi.cations bad been aent apecial delivery letter• and telegrem1, am 
the record 1howed that of the 379 comm1nit1 delegate,, 318 hll4 atated that they 
•e oem1ng, 44 ha4 been aucceecled b;r new delegates and alternate,, am only 17 
bad not yet acted. O:f' the 124 organization delegates, 104 had been named. 'rhe 
only orpni1ation which bad not yet designated 4elegatea was the Jewiah Labor 
OoUIDlttee with 16 delegate•. 
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2. Psrticl.pation of Organizations 

a. Jewish Labor Conmi t tee ~ An anr.10,moement had appeared int he press that the executive committee of the Jew:t.sh '.i.1abo:i.~ ncmn!.ttee had voted? ~? t, ~l.Jr to withdraw from the Conference 11 if the C-t:mmunists ar.e ad..~ittet:,;. to me.ub .... r~i1:i.µ ::.n the Conference." ~he press announcement impliecl. that tha declsion of the t.Tewi6h Labor Committee was contingent upon act.ion by the Interim ~'Jmmittee ,, i.Jro Gi-,,ssman, of the Conference staff,. thAn r:a . .llaci. ~v!J."e Jacob ?a·t of the Jewish ~-:,abor 0omnittee and Mro fat sent a conrrruniuatio.r.1. 'cc Ml:'o Grossman. {See Appenci.ix A) .A~·~ion on this was deferred. unt:i.l later in the meeting. 

b. Union of Orthodox Rabbia ~ A letter inviting this organization to participate in the session was sent to the c.onvention of that body but no bn&wer had been received. 

c. No answer has been received from the Agudas Israel and the New Zionist Organization (Revisionist). 

3. Program of the Conference 

a. It had originally been intended that an address be delivered at the second session on a review of the general Jewish scene by Professor Selig :Srodetsq of the :British Board of Jewish Deputies) but Professor Brodetslcy had cabled that he would not arrive in the United States in time for the meeting. 

b. The program agreed upon by the Administrative Conmittee was in line with the agenda originally approved by the interim ~onmittee. The CoChairmen of the Commission~ had agreed on the ma11n~1· in which thair reporta would be submitted, and the Administrat~.ve ConmL. ttae suggested that the Co-Chairmen of the Interim Commit tee agree among themselves on the division of their time and the manner in which they would present the report of the Interim Comnittee-, Following d:lscussion, it was agreed th .t ail three co-chair-men wculd report 11 each to have twenty ... :f1 ve minutes o 

It was ale~ agreed to send invjtations to r.gnu~y Schwartzbart!l S.,.:j:ney s .. Silve:rIJUU). M,Po ~ and a rsp!'esentative of the palestinuu~ Delegation ar.tenc.ing the Wal.:' Emorgoncy Conference of the !iorld Jewish Congress, to be deaig:iate~ by th&t Delegat io~ each of the three epeakers to be invited to address the Conference for twenty mim1tes, 

4o Invitations to the Session 

ae 1:nvit.at!.ons had been extended. to the World Jewish Cong:-:esa to f:lf'nd observerB ·i;o the sec::;i1d session, and Dr. Nalruill Goldmann of tha World Jewish r.vn~eas anci. D!' ~ :Barnar.cl Toseph of the Jewish Agency for Palestine had ala" been in·i:1.ted. to attend. an guesi·,!le !t was not intended that they should make foi·ma .. oo.dl·esse~ at the plenary se~sions but would be in a position to give statements tc the r;tanding co!Wlittees of the 0onference. 

b 0 It was agreed to extend a general invitation to all the dela • gates attending the War Emergenoy Conference to come to the second session. 
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5. :Budgel ... fhe Adkninilltrative Comnittee bad approved a bUdget of $9,000 for the expellea of the •ession. Because of the high coat of printing: it wa• ~ecided not tG publish a daily Conference Beoord, as was done at the firet session, but in lieu of that, a daily Bulletin would be issued to the delegates each morning. 

6. lleporta ... The Report of the Interim Committee am the three Commissions had been printed and mailed to all delegates in time for its receipt 
in advance of the session. 

7. Grouping& - In accordance with a decision of the Interim Committee on June 29th, 1944, all delegates were notified of their right to change their group affiliations, providing they acted before November 10th. Only 22 changed their group adherence, but a new group, the Indepement Group, headed by Alex J'. Stanton anq. ~old Ginsburg, ':'( Philadelphia was organized. It consists of 14 members. 

Subsequent to November 10th, six delegates requested that they be recorded as members of the Assembly Bloc, which is headed by Rabbi Joshua 
Trachtenberg of Easton, Pa., am Qua Kaplan of Harrisburg, Pa. 

One delegate wired the Conference office that he was withdrawing from his present group and reserved the right to make his af:fi liation later. In that connection, there is a oorom,nication from Mr. Jefferson Peyser, in which he insiate on the right of delegates to make their decisions as to groupings after the November 10th deadline. 

The Administrative Oomnittee took the position with respect to the Assembly Bloc and l.Ir. Peyserls communication that the matter was outside its 
jurisdiction and that it was a matter which the General Comnittee will have to decide at the second session. 

New delegates and alternates had been notified of their right to register in the groups under a rule of the Interim Comni ttee, permit ting them to do so up to the opening of the session. A letter had been sent to the new del&gatea and alternates, asking them to register as quickly as possible, and informing them that unless they register on or before December 1st, when the General Oomnittee meets, the General Oomnittee will assume that they are members of the groups to which their predecessors belonged. 

lt will be easent ial that the registration of delegates• groups be completed by December let, so that the eta.ming committees 'tNJ.Y be organized as quickly as possible am announced at the Opening session. The leaders of groups had been notified of their right to make eubatitutions in the standing comnittees and only a_ few changes bad been made as of this time. 

O. Joint Planning Commit~!! 

1. Rumania - The Joint Planning Committee of the .American Jtnrieh Conference and the World Jewish Congress bad held a number of meetings. Joint action has been taken in connection with the situation of the Jews of Rumania and the 
Post-War Commission will re1?ort to the session on this. 
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2. .American Jewish Comnittee - The .American Jewish Comnittee bad oii,.. 
culated a Declaration on Human Rights, which was in conflict with the post-war 
program of the American Jevlish Conference. A number of inquiries were received 
at the Conference office and at a meeting of the Joint Planning Comnittee, it was 
the consensus that the Conference should inform its delegates and its constituent 
organizations of the shortcomings of the Committee's statement. .A. meDX>randum was 
prepared by the Conference elld. was circulated among the delegates. In thia con
nection, attention waa called to the fact that a communication bad been received 
from the Jewish Peoples Committee, whose representatives were present at the CIO 
Convent ion, adYiaing the Conference of the text of a resolution adopted bf the 
ClO, which concludes aa followaa 

"We alao reiterate our wholehearted support to the program 
of the jmerioan Jewish Conference and we endorse the Inter
national Bill of Rights proposed by the Conference, a docu
ment which urges the dorcement of the equal and national 
at ates rights of all ethnic and national groups in the peace 
to come." 

It -.s pointed out that the .American Jewish CoDIDittee• s proposal was before the 
CI O Convent ion am was rejected. 

D. The Comnissions - The Post-War Conmission had adopted a statement on the 
proposal to unify a Jewish Delegation and it was prepared to report on this later 
in the meeting. 

The Oormnission on Palestine had also prepared resolutions for submission 
to the aecon~ session. 

Ill. REPORT OJ Tl£ PAIZSTINE coi.,aussION - In the absence of Dr. Silver, who was 
called away to Washington, llr·. Itenen submitted the drafts of two resolutions which 
had been considered by the Palestine Conmission at a zmeting immediately preceding 
the meeting of the Interim Oomnittee. (See Appendix C and D) There was general 
discussion on the resolutions, at the conclusion of which the Ohair stated that no 
action by the Interim Oomnittee was called for. 

IV• JEivISH LABOR 00?.U.:ITrml • Mr. Grossman reported that there had been a meeting 
between representatives of the Jewish Labor Committee and a small committee re
presenting the American Jewish Conference about three weeks ago. At thia meeting, 
the Jewish l,abor Comm. ttee had asserted that the Interim Conmittee had no legal 
right to recom:nend tbe admission of the Jewish Pe0ples Fraternal Order, IWO, be
cause the Conference was in a state of recess. The Jewish Labor Comnittee was 
asked what were its intentions, whether it intended to participate fully in the 
Jamerican Jewish Cozference, iea whether it intended to rejoin the Interim Committee 
but it did not reply. 

It wna pointed out that the letter of t ·he Jewish Labor Comnittee to lJr. 
Grossman referre4 to one thingJ if the Ifl> will be a4m1 tted, the Conmittee will 
witbdraw from the Conference, or rather it wiil not participate in the next meetingo 
It we.a Mr. Groeamanre opinion that should the Interim Committee decide to witlxl.raw 
1 ts recomnemation, the J'ewish Le.'bor Conmitt ee would probably go th the Conference 
am. even\ual]¥ reJoin the Interim Committee, 
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~he Ohair macie it clear that at the meeting'4ththe Jewish Labor Comnit.te~ no offers had been made to that body, but that it was merely pointed out to i '~ ths:c it was hardly in a position to obJ ect in vl3w of the fact that it was not a full participant in the Conference. 

Following a discussion, the Ohair stated& 

11 I think what we ought to do is to advise the Labor Committee t oot ~he status of the Ainerican Jewish Conference with reSpect to the Jewish People ls Fraternal Order of the IWO is exactly the same as it always bas been and will so remain until the se oond session of the Conference, acting thro~ its instrumentalities, the General Conmittee or the Plenary Session, eball tru.'"8 a position with r~~ ape ct thereto. 

"iherefore, there 1sn•t any basis for their attempted withdrawal because that is prejudging the action of the second session of the Conference, anl that their letter to the Interim Comnittee will oe referred to the General Comnittee, and the second session of the Conference along with our recommend.at ion, and they are invited and will be given the opportunity of course to present 
any objections that they have.• 

Mr. Lipsky mved the approval of the statement Dlldeby the Chair am that a letter to that effect be sent to the Jewish Labor Comnittee. Following diecu.saion, the Ohair stateda 

n I think that the mot ion ought to be that the Chairman and a comnittee of two, whom he will appoint, shall be authorized to send a suitable answer to the Jewish Labor Comnittee with respect to this D8tter. One thing we have determined I we are not reconsidering our recommendation; our recomnendation stands." 

There was no objection and the motion was adopted. (See Appendix~ for the lotter which was sent to the Jewish Labor Colllllittee.) 

V. BEPORr OF TBm POS'.r-WA.R CO?&.aSSION - Reporting for the Post-War Comnission, Rabbi Eieendrath stated& 

"The nx>at important matter to come before you is the question that I introduced at the last meeting of the Interim Oomnittee, that the Conference should take the initiative in calling some manner of Council of Jewish ~epresentation or whatever it might be called, to present al unitedly as p01sible, the post-war demams or requests or plans of the Jewish comm.mities throughout the world. 

"The .American Jewish Conference, we believe, has shown an example to other communities in unifying a great part ot American Jewish life, and we feel that we are in an admirable position to take the leadership in bringing together other communities, bringing other comnunities together with u1. 
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"Considerable discuaaion has ta.lmn place 1n the Post-war Oom-
1pission and likewise in the Joint Planning Comnittee of the 
Conference and the Congress: there has been mu.ch disagreement 
as to the precise wording of whatever resolution the Post-War 
Commission should present to the second session of the Confer
ence in this regard. !rbe difficulty a.rises primarily in 
relation to the part, to do the inviting.a 

Rabbi Eiaemrath then read a draft of the statement adopted by the Post.-We.T' 
Comnission for submission to the aecoIXl session of the Conference. (See Appen, 
dix E) He explained that there was disagreement; the representatives of the 
World Jewish Congress did not agree with the formu.la reached by the Post-War 
Cormnission and 1n the Joint Planning Oomnittee, where both the World Jewish 
Jongrees and the American Jewish Conference were represented, the phraseology 
ad.Opted had beena 

"In accordance with these resolutions, it is pr0posed that the 
~wo organizations invite the 000peration of any other Jewish 
organization prepared to participate in the furtherance of a 
comroon policy on poet-war Jew11h teconstru.otione" 

"In other words, the Joint Planning Comnittee prOposed~ it was stated by 
Rabbi Eisendrat~"tbat the two organizations shall jointly or on a basis of parity 
as it were, isS\le these invitations - the Congress and the Conference. And the 
Post.-..War Comnission says that in line with the existing working agreement between 
the .American Jewish Conference and the World Jewish Congress, it is praposed that 
invitations be extended to representative Jewish bodies•" 

Jollowing general discussion, llabbi Eisendrathts report was accepted and no 
action was taken on it. 

!I• - It was agreed that an appropriate resolution be drafted extending greetings 
to Dr. Chaim Weizmann on his seventieth birthda.y0 

(Whereupon the meeting adjourned.) 

• • Ill • • Ill • • 

1'hese minutes are confined to a record of action taken encl reports sub
mitted and only such statements as are essential for a clarification of the 
record. Abstract of discussion is excluded by decision of the Interim Committee 
on September 12th, 1944a 

I .I,Jt. 

12/14/44 
J'SX 
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L.PPJ:"}JDIX 11. 

J giJI 8 H L.L~ BOR COT,'('.\:~r r r 1.: .Ii: 
175 East Broadway 

N e ·;.r York , N . Y . 

H:r . 11.'i . Grossman 
i1111erican tTeHish Conference 
521 ~ifth ~venue 
N ew Yo r l{ 7, N . Y . 

Dear r.lr . Grossman: 

November 20, 19~4 

In accordance vith our telerihone conv·ersation} I am 
hereby writing to you of the decision o~ the National 
E:,~ecutive Cor!!.i:nittee of the Jev.rish Labor Committee concern--
ing the forthcoming Second Session of the iunerican Jer1ish 
Conference . 

.. eo you v!ill undoubtedly recall, representatives of the 
Jewish Labor Committee - N. Chanirl , I . H. Goldberg and myself -
several ~.r 1eek~ ago told the committee of the f.unerican Jevvish 
Conference ~hich was com~osed o H. Monsky, D. ~ertheim, 
M. B:ic,?Yer anc you "'Self, the reasons 7vhy the Jewish Labor 
Committee is unable to agree nith the decision of the 
Interim Crnnmitt~ to recognize the coDmunist front organi
zatio:n - Jewish :::ection of the International l:·vorJ(ers Order -
as a Jevrish national body and to admit it into tl1e :11neri car1 
evish Conferenceo It is needle ·s, therefore, for rne to 

reiterate thera in this letter . 

·rhe c!uestion whether '.JC should or shoulc?. net participr:,te in 
the Second Session of the ,_\merican Jev,ish Conference \!C:.S 
thoroughly considered by the Natlon· l :t:.xec11ti vc CormYJi ttee of 
the Jc rvish La or Commj_ ttee in conne t.,ion v,i th the d 1)cision 
of the Interim C01 mittoe to open i t.s c'oors to the comnn nist 
fronJ or~anization . . ft J r at orough discussion our ~ational 
Execut.i ve Coin,..,.u. t.tee decided to inform the In ~.orim Committee 
of the :merican Je ~i;is1: Conrerence tho.~- the ,J ,.vish Labor 
Committee ~ill not ra ·Licipate in tho Con~urencc if th~ 
latter vill go in~o ~ partnershir wi~h the communists. 

Sincerely yo1rs, 

JErlISH L11.B0R COMMI rTEE 

Jacob Pat , B;[ecuti ve Sec'y, 
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Mr. Jacob Pat 
Executive Eecretary 
Jewish Labor Com~ittee 
175 East Broadway 
New York, N. Y.. 

Dear Mr. Pat: 

LPPENDIX B 

November 28, 194~ 

·rhe Interim Commi ttce of the :,.merican Jewish Conference, at a 
meeting ycsterdc1.y, considered your objection to the adi.11ission 
of the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of th0 ITTO to memb rshtp 
in the Conference and your decision not to pc:trticipate in the 
Conference if that organization is admitted. 

" { e ·1ish to point out to you that the Jewish Peoplus Fraternal 
0-rder of the IHO has no status in tho I\mr~rican Je• ·ri_ch Conference 
at this time and that situation will continue until the second 
session of the Conference, which is the only body entitled to 
act on tho matter one way or the other. The action of the 
Interim Committee, taken on l\.ugust 1st, 1944, is a recommendation 
to the second session, a recommendation motivated by the fact 
that the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order has changed its structure 
and has removed the disabllities which disqualified it last yc[lr 
under the elicibility rules of tho Conference. 

Inasmuch as thu J '.-Jv•risb. Lc'.lbor Committee, to our regret, hE~s ab
stained from participation in the In :.erim Committ,Jc, 1. re have not 
had the benefit of its counsel or its point of viei during the 
entire y8D.ro .. 

~ e note that your protests are concerned with ideological 
questions vrhich are not covered by ·.he cligibili ty rules of the 
Conference. Needless to say, the decision of the Interim 
Committee to recomrr:cnd favorable action on the application of 
the Je\iSh Peoples Fraternal Ord0r does not imply, as you state, 
the going into a "partncrshipfl with that body or its alleged 
ideology. Neither the Conference as a whole nor the Interim 
Cammi ttee enters into partnership v;i th the constituent organi
zations of the Conference; nor is either subject to a veto by 
any one of these organizations. ·rhe Interim Cammi ttee is an 
agency of the Conference. ·rhe Conference was established as a 
representative body embracing all major national Jov1ish mt1mber
ship organizations and communities throughout the country, 
irrespective of views and differences on ideological matters. 
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Your letter to the Inte1tn Committee will be referred co the 
Gener:i.l Co:r:rn itti=;e l-l.t the cecond sess·on, c...lon~ 1.'rith th0 
recornmeno.c.tio11 nrcvious_Ly i-;1.:1.de by the Interim Cor:m1ittee. :tf8 
trust tho.t notwithstending the attitude you hove t2ken, .our 
delegate rill be riresent <.,nd uill i-,articip:.ite in 1Jntb t::1c 
111eetings of the General Comrni ttee and the plenum so that your 
~osition May be presented to its b 1st advant,ge. 

Stnce :;rou believe that the issue involved is of such g·co.t 
importance to the future of the Conference, ~-ie belie·•/e th2 t. 
you owe it to the Conference and to yourself to ,resent all tho ,~cts so that the delegates may be in~ position to weigh the m&tter fairly and fully. 

In conclusion, mny v,:e ,...ny that we regret your decision. \Je 
hope that it is not final and that you will reconsider so 
that the Conference my ~o forward a e united hody, ~crvin" 
the needs of v,orld JeVJry which m .1st trL·.nsconcl. nll other con,.,iderationr.: . 

,., • n cercly yours, 

By I .• Jo K,_,TJfN 

I T K . ~-' . en ()TI 

f~ecretQry 
ILI<: f sk 

CC: .- dolph Held 
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APPENDIX C 

Draft Resolution No1ember 27, 1944 

Speaking for the millions of :~erican Jews who are represented 
in this gathering, we, the delega tes to the second session of the .tJnerican ,Jevd.sh Con f erence, hail ., with gr a tifica tiou, the 
declaration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, of October 15, 
1944s in support of the reconstitution of Palestine as a free 
2nd democratic Jewish ComMonwealth. 

We record our satisfaction that, in the fifteen months since the first session of the Conference ~ the Palestine resolui;ion adopted 
c.. t that meeting has won warm and sympathetic indorsement from all 
sections of iJnerican public opinion. lJnerica' s voice has now been heard and it has become clear that the vic~point of lmerican 
Jewry, as voiced by the Conference in that re0olution, has the 
suprort of the ,merican p0ople as a whole. 

fhe President's statement of October 15th expressing his con
viction II that the tunerican people give their support to this aim" 
and giving his pledge to "help bring about its realization" 
constitutes a clear and e:xplici t reaffirmation of .. 'unerica' s 
traditional friendship for Jewish aspirations in Palestlne, and 
strengthens our hope that the United Nations ~ill net soon to 
implement the historic right of the Jewish people to rebuild 
Palestine 2. s the Jewish Cormnonweal t h in the new world of freedom to be established. 

We trust that the United States Congress will soon be officially recorded in favor of the reconstitution of Palestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth in accordance with the platform declar~tions approved by both the Democratic &nd Republican perties in the summer of 
this year. To that end, we urge the early adoption of the roso
lutions ~sserting the objectives of these platform decl~rations and now pendj_ng in Congress. 

The time has now come for decisions Dy the United Nations which 
will servo to fulfill the commitments undertal<en by the nations 
of the vorld at the conclusion of the last world ~ar and in 
reliance upon which the Jewish p ,ople have invustod their labors 
cJ.nd their hopes and their resources to erect in Palestine, the 
foundations for their restoration and renascence, and to transform it into a land where the Jewish people may build a haven for 
their homeless and a sanctuary for their survival. 

·rhe policies nov1 persistently pursu ':ld by the Mn.ndatory Power in 
Palestine - the White Paper of 1939 ·.11i th its indefensible re
strictions on immigration and coloni zation - are a continuing 
violation of the promise of the Mandatorv pledged in the 
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Balfour Declaration and are in contravention of the trust which wa s conferred by the League of Nations upon the Mandatory by virtue of its undertaking in the Balfour Declaration. These policies retard and obstruct the orderly and progressive growth of the Jewish National Horne. and all but liquidate the rights of the Jewish people . The United Nations, pledged to the observance of a moral order among th ~ peoples of the world cannot long ~ontinue to condone this broach - a breach dictatud b~, the Nazi aggression in the decade of disorder prior to the outbreak of the war ; the Jewish people must not be asked to continue long to endure it. 

The Conference rene\!s its demands that tho gatec- of Palesti11e be opened to J ewish immigration, and that the Jewish L2;ency for Pc..lostine, recognized under the Mandate as the authorized representative of the Jewish people, be vested with authority to direct and regulate immigration into Palestine, to develop ~o the naximum the agricultural and industrial possibilities and the natural resources of the country, and to utilize ii;s uncul t ivated and unoccupied lands for Jewish coloniz~tion and for the benefit of the country as a whole. 

The measures here urged constitute t he essential prerequisites for the attainment of a Jewish majority and for the re-creation of the Jewj_sh Commonwealth. 

In pursuit 0f its objective of a Jewish Commonwealth, the Jewish people has steadfastly held before it the ideals which shall integrate Jewish Palestine within the new democratic world structure. rhe Jewish people pledges itself to scrupulous regard for and preservation of the religious, linguistic and cultural rights of the Arab population of Palestine ., and to the civil and religious equality of all its inhabitants before the law. The inviolability of the holy places of the various religions shall be guaranteed. 

In the re-creation of the Jewish Commonwealth, which must Pmbrace an undivided and undiminished Palestine, the development of that country should be assisted by the intergovernmental bodies charged with the post-war rehabilitation of peoples and countries rav ged by the war. 

The Jewish people, decimated and all but destroyed in more than a decade of ~xis fury, must be restored to a normal life in the postwar reconstruction. In that process of restoration, great numbers will seek to rebuild their lives in Palestine, and theirs ttlement in that qountry should be aided by the creation of the requisite social and economic conditions by tho United Nations. 
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The war now approaches its end and the forces of Hitlcrism are being defeated . ·rhe freedoms vvhich men have always cherished are being regained and the lights of liberty are now being rekindled in lands blacked out by brutality . But as the peace-loving peoples of the world are being restored to their native lands to live again as froe men, tho Jewish people, the first to be marked for destruction in• the ii.Xis war of extermination, counts its millions of dead but remains uncountGd in tho rolls of peoplcswhose future liberation has been guarant cd by the pledges of the democratic powers . 

~e arc on the very eve of tomorrow's peace . But there will be no peace for the Jewish people until the dny of its restoration in its historic homeland and its rebirth as u free people. 

·1e pr~y that that day is not far removed. We ask that tho~e statesmen and leaders who are vested with responsibility for the rebuilding of a civilized or'ld shall now grant rcncvvod 2.s.:iuro.nce that the hopes of the Jewish p8ople for the reconstitution of Palestine a~ a free and detnocrc.tic Jewish commonwealth shall soon be realized. 
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Ni th the adoption of the Palestine Pesolutions e.t this and the previous session of th0 :~erican Je~ish Confurencu, an obligation is imposod upon the Conftronce to undertake all possible measures looking to the implementation of these resolutions. 
nopr2senting as it docs the larg;cst Jc,Pish communi t)7 in the v.rorld, and conscious of the r8sronsibility of that community, the Conforonce riirects tho Interim Committ~:.0 or whatever continuing body is crccLted. to carry on the \l'Jork of the Confer '";nce, to .:J.ssumr.; a major p~rt in the task of re-est2blishing thG right of tho Jevvish people to Palestine and in the ro-ostablishrncnt of Palestine as a place where the Je~ish people can be restored to a free and democratic life. 

It must assist in the mobilization of the Juffish people in the United States, and public opinion in this country and throughout the world, and mtlst s uk the assistance of intcrgovernment'"'.l bodies, to :•ssurc that the doors of P~lestinu, once they are open, ~ill actually r8ccive Jewish immigrants; that the land of P~lestine and it~ natural resources, once they are freed from pros nt ndministrati·ve restrictions, shall be coloni2:ed and devE.:lorcd to the r:1aximum: ±rl short, the progrussive enlargrncnt of Jewisn social and cconomlc opportunity to m2.kG the Jewish Commonwealtr a living organism. rho future development of Pnlcstinc calls for engineering industric:~l .-~nd fiscal cnte;rpris s which challeng~: th€ viDion of the JC\Jish people - a challenge which must be met by the democratic porld. 

The Interim Committee, mar over, must furthnr nnd intensify educational and politic~l work in behalf of Jewish rights to Palestine in this country and throu~hout the world and it must present the nosi tion of tho .L\mcrican Jowi ch Confer -ncu to the heads of the leading United Nations,~s soon as practicable. 
In the performance of its duties, the Interim Committee shall act in consultction and co-operation with the Juwish igency for Palestine. 



Ji'PENDIX E 

DRAJT OF STATEL!ENr PmJRED 
BY POST-WAR C01t:1ISSION :roR 
SUBMISSION TO SEOO!JD SESSION 

The first session of the ~rican Jewish Conference went on ree1;rd. in f~vor of requesting rocognit ion by the United Nations of a Jewish r pre sei:t ~t:-.on, I ? "C the purpose of advice and cooperation on agencies that have been and will be ~ut up by the United Hations to deal with the problem of relief, rehabilitat~.on, ~~sottlement and other aspects of post-war reconstruction. 

The Conference further resolved to cooperato with representatives of European Jei.;ry and with other organizations and agencies in tho implementation of its program, and therefore in accordance with those resolutions and in lino with the existing working agreements between the .American Jewish Conference and tho World Jewish Congress it is proposed that invitations be oxt ondod to represontativo Je~ish bodies throughout the world, prepared to participate in tho furtherance of a co~n policy on post-war Jewish reoonstruction. 

It is contemplated to establish for tho period of peace settlements, a joint working body designed to coordinate and as far as possible combine r opr ,;;... scntations of post-uar jowish needs before international conferences, councils and agoncios of the United Nations. 

The proposed Joint working body shall opcrato through tho established machinorios and porsonnol of tho constituont organizations and/or through any othor machinory and porsonnol that may oo available and appropria te. Tho broad r,olicios of t his body, its mMnor of operation and ext ent of activities, inclu.c .ing t ho creation of non ma.chinory, shall bo agrcoi upon by its constituent orgn~izntions ~t tho time of its formationo 

The joint working body shall sook to ozteblish a relationship of cooporo◄ tion with tho Jewish Agency for Pal ostino, with duo considorntion of the Jcrrish Agency s special international status. 

These rocomnondations shall bo prcscn too. by tho Post-War Conmission to tho socond. session of tho .Americun J euish Co nf oronco. At this sossion, tho Jonfercnce, upon &doption of tho roconmondntions, shall ompowor its oxecut1vo orgon to bo ost c.blishod 'by tho second sossion to carry thorn into offoct. 



D coo r 3, 1944 

.r. I. L. Kenan 
eriEan Je ish Conf ranee 

521 Fifth · venue 
N or , l .Y. 

De .. r . r . . enen, 
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uch t rec 1 ve a c p of t e > CE I OF 
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a V r kindly. 

r, o-t C lly, 

BJ J er t .. r to b dilv r. 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

December 13, 1944 

TO TSE MEl.SERS OJ' THI lN'l'UIM cxnsana. 

.After coneultation with Dr, Israel Goldstein, 
l!r. Henry Uonaq and Dr. Stephen S. Wise, co-chairmen 
of the former Interim Committee, and Mr. Louis Lipslq, 
chairman of the former Jdministrative Conmittee, I am 
authorised to notif7 ,ou that the new Interim CoDD1ttee 
of the •rican Jewiah Conference will hold it a f1rat 
meeting on Jrlday, Jenuar-:, 12th, 1945, at 10 :00 A.M. 
in New York at the Hotel Biltmore. 

111110U please fill in the encloeed card 
not 1f-:,1ng ue whether you oan be present T Encloeed ere 
the minute• ot the laat meeting of the Interim 0oDD1ttee. 

lU1tak 
Inc. 

Sincerely your■, 

9~ 
I. L. Xenen 

ms INTBI.IM COMM11TBB w AS BSTABLISHBD BY ms DBLEGATBS OP ms AMBRlCAN 
JB\VISH CONPBRBNCB IN NBW YOll, SBPT, 2, 1943, TO IMPLBMBNT ITS aBSOLU11ONS 
ON: ms llBSCUB OP BUROPBAN JBWRY; me RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JEWS IN THI 
POST-WAil WORLD; me lllGHTS OP ms JBWISH PBOPLB Will{ RESPBCT TO PALBSTINB. 
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