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TO : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
DATJanuary 2 , 1945 

Members of the Interim Committee 

I. L. Kenen 

Enclosed is a memorandum on proposals for the future 

organization and activities of the 1:JUerican Jewish 

Conference for the ensuing year submitted by the members 

of the staff . 
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lELDWmUU ON FUTUBE A0rIVITIES 

' In the light of the experience of the past fifteen months, we of the staff 

have joined in submitting to the new Interim Comnittee recommendations on the 

future program and organization of the American Jewish Conference. 

I. PROGRAlI 

The resolutions ad.opted at the second session and the statements made by 

many of the delegates lead to the conclusion that it is the consensus that the 

Conference must become a more active body and mst function on a mch broader 

scale. The tenor of the speeches throughout the debate fortifies that conclusion. 

~·he report of the lndget and Finance Comni tt ee, reconrnending an approprie.t ion of 

$250,000 for 1945, as compared with the $100,000 that was spent in 1944, is typical 

of delegate reaction to the previous record. On all sides, the opinion was voiced 

that the Conference must accelerate and intensify its work within the scope of the 

original program. 

At the outset, we propose clarification of the Conference's functions in 

accordance with the following principles: 

l. ihe Conference mu.st carry on political and public 

relations work on the national and local levels. 

2. It must funct,ion as an entity on its own behalf 

without delegating its authority and its duties to other 

bodies unless the occasion demands. 

We believe that these tuo principles are prerequisite if the Conference ia 

truly to be the spokesman for American Jewry on all problems within the Oonferencets 

sco-pe, and if the Conference is to gain and merit sreater support not only for 

itself but for the program it espouaea. 
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We propose that the following projects be undertakena 

1. 'rhe early submission of all of the Conference decisions 

on rescue, Palestine and post-war to the President of the United 

States by a Conference delegation, which is now roore vitai than ever 

before in view of the wid&,epread and public impression that there is 

great disunity moong the Jews of the United States on these matters. 

2. 'rhe continuation of rescue work in a more active and 

direct manner, in view of the fact that there are still 500,000 

Jews at the mercy of the Nazis and some of these can doubtless be 

rescued if action is taken. 

3. Activity to implement the two Palestine resolutions of 

the Conference, with special reference to intergovernmental action 

to assist in the resettlement a~d rehabilitation of many thousands 

of Jews now waiting to go to Palestine. 

4. Continuation of political and public relations work to 

advanoe the post-war program of the Conference. 

5. The creation of the United Jewish Representation proposed 

in the Conference resolution. 

6. In the meantime and in preparation of the United Jewish 

Representation, the sending of comnissions to Europe and to Palestine 

and Russia, if possible, to establish direct contact with the Jewish 

communities abroad, 

7, 'l'he appointment of Conference representatives or corre~ 

pondenta in key points abroad to provide direct information to the 

Conference, 
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a. The development of public opinion - among Jews and non-Jews -

favorable to Conference objectives by radio programs. regional con

ferences. and other means. 

9. The develo,ment of closer cooperation between the Conference. 

its constituent orgaui~e,tions and the comnunities, involving r-ules 

governing the relationship of the Conference and its affiliates and 

their enforcement and closer contacts with communities through the 

utilization of field representatives by the Conference and the delegates, 

conmuni ty councils and other local bodies in the comnuni ties. 

These are the major projects which should be undertaken if the Conference 

is to carry out its ad0pted pr.ogramo 
-...--------

7.I PAST D ~FF'.1: CUllr. T.E S 

It is necessary to point to certain past disabilities as a result of which 

the Conference was not adequately geared for action. These difficulties were of a 

two-.fold nature. 

1. La.ck of Clarii;y :ln the Interpretation of the Conference• s Functio::is 

A. The work of the Conference in the past was complicated by cont.re,., 

dictory interpretations of the status of the Conferencen There was a differen~~ 

of opinion within the Interim Committee itself and within the Cvm.rnjssions over 

the question whether the Conference should be an operating boc.y or a "tiO"Jn(l:1.ng 

b~ard" for American Jewish public opiniono This difference was never ri.t3f:;.,.-.:d,~.l/e1y 

resolved and as a result~ the Commissions themselves, which were created to 

implement resolutions by the Interim Committee, had no clear understanding of 

tha work they were called upon to do and the means to be employedo 
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~. The Conference found itself assigned to carry on work previously 

done partly by some of its constituent organizations. Thus it was involuntarily 

in competition with them while its Interim Committee and Comnissions consisted 

of representatives of these very same organizations. On the theory that duplica.

tion ~f work was wasteful and therefore should be avoided, there was a tendency 

to de~egate functions to constituent organizations. This delegation was not 

alway::; formal. On more than one occasion~ work that was theoretically to be 

ca.r.ried out by a Oonf erence Commission, was in fact performed by members of the 

Co;.nmission through their own organizations. Thus the Conference was not always 

act:lve in its own right and at times became the registry of other organizations' 

activities. AS a result, it has suffered loss of prestige on more than one 

occasion, not only among the constituency of the Conference, but more serious, 

in governmental circles. The Conference was clearly intended to be a foreign 

affairs committee for American Jewry~ If it is to be in fact the spokesman of 

American Jewry vie-a-vis our government, foreign governments and the public, it 

can become that only if the organizations within the Conference are willing t ·o 

defer to it~ and if the Conference commit tees and staff, themselves, have a 

clear ma.ndat e to carry on the work of the Conference. The very confusion re .. 

eulting from a mltiplication of representations at Washin.gton which the Confer-• 

ence was designed to end, was compounded during the past year with the sanction 

of the Conference itself. 

2(1 Organizational Defects 

A. 'rb.e primary organi·zational defect during DX>St of the year was 

thf3 absence of an executive body chargeci ·w'ith responsibilitJ for the execution 

of the Conference decisions·. The .Admin.ist.rat 'ive Ck>mm.t·tee was not established 

until Mq and for a period its only function was preparation for the second 
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asssion. ln the iu,ant ime, large commissions consisting in no small pert of per .. 

sons who were not even delegates to the Conference, we~e created and their work 

was not effectively coordinated. One of them was given complete autonomy and 

was independent by resolution of the .Administrative Oomnittee and the Interim 

Committee. A aecom almost completely delegated its functionsa It was mt even 

a policy-making body or a sounding board. 

:s. The Conference was inadequately supported financially during 

the year and while it operated within its income, its program was constantly 

h~ered and on two occasions, when funds were required for urgent work, it was 

compelled to make a Special solicitation of organizations both in and out of 

the Conference. 

We review these defects so that the Interim Committee may take them into 

consideration in planning the future program. - - ... ... -- - -
III• RECOMitmND~IONS ON ORGANIZATION 

-!!.__Executive Comnittee 

If the Conference is to become an Operating body in the full sense 

of the term, it must have an executive or administrative committee vested with 

full authority, meeting at least fortnightly and responsible for the execution 

of the Conference program. The Interim Committee should formally delegate to 

the executive comnittee full authority to function in between bi-monthly meetings0 

at which the Xnterim Conmdttee would receive reports from the executive committa3, 

review past activities and determine future policies in the light of development~~ 

The executive committee should be a small and compact body with the 

c0,.cbairmen serving as ez.~officio members. In the selection of its membership,· 

consideration should be given to the fact that the executive committee is a 

functioning rather than a legislative body,. and that its membership should co ::::!: ist 
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of persona who are prepared to d- ve a priority of time and interest to the ConfeI\,. 

ence and 1 ta work and to become the active spokesmen for the Conference rather 

than the representatives of their organizations. 

a, Other Ooumittees 

Small comnittees, consisting of members of the Interim Oomnittee am 

delegates at large, should be created to consider the various phases of the work 

of the Conference, and to report and be responsible, in the first instance, to the 

exeou.tive committee. liembers of the executive comnittee sbou.ld act as the chairmen 

of the various oomnittees. The comnittees should clear on all projects with the 

executive committee and should, when authorized by that bOdy, undertake activitit3S 

proposed by or referred to them. 

we B'U.€!'8est the ,stabliebment of the following comnitteesa 

A. Oomnittee on Rescue 
:a. Comnittee • on Post-W~ 
O. Committee on Palestine 

The functions of 1;hese three comnittees are mre or less clearly 

defined. 

D. Committee on Jev,ish Representation - One of the major objectives 

during the year will be the establishment of a United Jewish Represent ation. It 

is recomnended that a special comnittee be established to consider all the aspects 

of this situation and to be empowered, under the authority of the executive com-, 

mittee, to proceed with the execution of the plan. 

E. Oonmittee on Organization - The Interim Comnittee was directed to 

appoint- a conmittee to stud.7 and make its report and recommendations to the t hira 

session concerning the structure and organization of the Conference and it will be 

necessary to appoint such a committee in the inrnediate future to begin the wor~:. 
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F. Joint Planning Committee - World Jewish Congress - It is the 

~P.inion of the staff that the present working agreement between the World Jewish 

(fongres s and the .American Jewish Conference has not, for a variety of reaans, .. 
m)rked as well as it should have. It is reconrnended that a conrnittee be appointed 

to review the agreement and to consider this problem in all its aspects as it 

affects proper coo~eration and joint responsibility for carrJlng out action agreed 

upon. 

G, Committee on Religious and Cultural Rehabilitation - The resolution 

on post-war rehabilitation provided for the creation by the Interim Committee of a 

committee or conrnission to investigate the problems affecting the religious and 

cultural rehabilitation of post-war European Jewry, and to take such action as may 

be necessary on the basis of its findings. 

H. Comnittee on Comnunity and Organization Relations - we believe 

that rules governing the relationship of the Conference and its constituent 

organizations and procedures strengthening the relationship between the Conference 

and the communities, must be adopted as soon as possible. In this connection, there 

was referred to the Interim Comnittee a proposal submitted to the Committee on 

Organization covering the relationship between the Conference and its constituent 

organizations. This Oonmittee ehould consider that resolution, which, while 

conmendable in purpose, does create some ner, difficulties which might serve to 

impede efficient operation. 

I. Committee on Jinance - This conmittee could undertake the reapon

sibility for raising the $250,000 budget, which, under the terms of the Conference 

resolution, is to be contributed both by the conmunities and the national organiza,

tions. The Finance Oomnittee would have to pass upon tbe budget, pro.-rate the 

allocations as between and among the comnunities and the organizations. The Finance 

Com:nittee resolution at the Conference recommended that at least three members of 
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the Budget and Finance Comnittee of the second session be members of the Finance 

Oonmtttee, and the 1.nterim Committee should give consideration to this proposal 0 

3,, Poli t~.ca:. Panel 

In addition to tbese ·comnittees, there should be establ1~hfd1 within 
. ' 

the Executive Committee, a panel of leaders who will be available to carry on re, 

~resentations in the name of the Conference with government officials as the need 

4. Conmunitl Participation 

A, Conference Corrmit~ees - we believe that it is important that steps 

• 
be taken to dispel the impression of some of the delegates that the commu.nities are 

not adequately represented in the Conference bodies and comnittees. During the 

year, a number of the delegates have expressed surprise that while they served. on 

standing committees at the Conference ' .s first session, they were not enlisted as 

members of the comnissions. Wj,thin the General Comnittee at the second seosion, 

this sentiment was also expressed in a motion providing that only delegate~ to the 

Conference might serve as officers of the session_ It ie desj.rable~ therefo~e, 

to place community delegates froin the comn1tteee of . the session on committ~es 

wherever possible and practical. 

l311 Interim Committee and Coo"9tions ., The same view-i)Oint was :,."ef:,..scted 

in the resolution of the Conference providing for coe>ption of fifteen meJ1"beru ... u 

the Interim Committee. The resolution stated that II in connection with the de.,i.~• 

nation of such members at large, consideration should be given to communit~es 01.1-i;, 

side of the City of Nev, York~" In this connection, an analysis of the membership 

of the Interim Committee elect ed. at Pittsburgh shows that 21 of the Interim Co::nmtt.• 

tee e.re delegates repre::;enting organizations, and 27 are commmity delegates :~ 'but 

of these commun1t1 delegates, 15 are in fa.ct the heads of national organizatlon.lJ 
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fir-d 16 are from Greater New York. It would seem desire,ble, in view of the compla5 n.~

tbat the communities are not represented in proportion to their strength in tha 

Conference; that the Interim Coml!littee give specivl consideration to the communl" 

t1.ss in making up the list of coopted members. The presence of a number of com

munity delegates would be of material assistance in solving the problem of involv,. j 

ing the communities in the Conference program and in raising func1s in the comnru.n:i-

ties. 

O. Attendance of Ou:t-of-Town i:tembers - In order to insure that the 

community delegates will in fact attend the meetings of the Interim Comnittee and 

the standing COII!lllittees, it is recommended that the Conference undertake to pay at 

least the railroad expenses of the members residing outside Greater New York. 

5. Responsibilitl 

We recom:nend that in the interest& of efficient 0J?eration, responsibi,. 

lity for each comnittee be vested, wherever possible, in a single head. We believe 

that primary consideration must be rapid implementation of ,rogram and we suggest, 

on the basis of experience, that there is loss of time and efficiency and that 

opportunity for action is sometimes lost when responsibility is divided. 

60 Staff 

'rhe enlargement of staff will be necessary under the program out lined 

above, if the Conference is to carry on its own work with a minimum of delegetion 

to other bodies. 

7. Financing 

In the interim, pending the organize.tion of the Finance Committee, and 

in order to insure that the work may be carried for,1ard immediately, it is suggestet. 

that the organizations, which are now by Conference resolution expected to contribut . 

to the Conference budget, should subscribe amounts as advances on their contribution,: 

{).AA f ~- .µ,1,,,11/, 
----~--:·.l 
Dr. A.S. ltohonek~. 
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.AMERICAN J!WISH CONFERENCE 

MINUTES OF MEEl'ING OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Friday, January 12, 1945 - Biltroore Hotel, New York City 

The meeting opened at 10:40 A.U. with Mr. Henry Monsky presiding. 

Those present were: Maurice 131sgyer, Max Bressler (alternate for Sigmund w. David), 
Sigm.md w. David, Krs. Moses p. Epstein, Jane Evans (al~ernate for Charles P. J:ramer), 
Mrs. Ida Cook Farber {alternate for Mrs. Maurice 'l'urner), Dr. Simon Federbusch, 
Prof. Hayim Fineman, Mrs. J. George J':redffl8Jl (alternate for J. George J'redman), 
Leon Gellman, William Qerber {alternate for :Benjamin Samiels), Frank Goldman, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samu.el Goldstein, Mrs. Samiel w. Halprin, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, 
Charles P. Kramer, Israel Kramer, Sidney G. Xusworm, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
Louis Lipsq, Dr. SalJllel Margoshes, Mrs. Albert J. May- (alternate for Mrs. Joseph M. 
Welt), Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Nathan D. Perlman, Herman z. Quittman (alternate 
for Harry A. Pine), Adolph Rosenberg (alternate :f'or Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath), 
Dvorah Rothbard, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Samuel Rothstein, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman (alternate for Robert Szold), Edward S. Silver, Simon Sobeloff, 
Alex F. Stanton, Hermann Stern, Robert Szold, Mrs. A.H. Vixman (alternate for 
Mra. Stephen S. Wise), &1-lph Wechsler {alternate for Prof. Hayim Fineman), 
David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Mrs. Stephen S. Wise and Baruch Zuckerman. 

Guests: Prof. Selig Brodetslcy, A.G. Brotman, Sam Caplan, Alexander Easterman, 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Bernard Postal, Hon. S .s. Silverman. 

Staff: I .L. Xenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A.S. Xohanski and Mr,s • .Ann Jarcho. 

MOTION: It was moved by Mr. rnaworm that pending the election of new offioera, 
the present co-chairmen continue. C.ABRIED, and llr. Monsky remained in the Chair. 

I. MINUTES OF MEmING OF NOV • 27 a 1944 - .Approved. 

I I • COMMUNI CM IONS 

l. J'rom Dr. James G. Heller, Uational Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, 
requesting an opinion from the .American Jewish Conference on the question of national 
budgeting. 

The Chair proposed that it be referred to the incoming Executive Com:nittee 
with power to act o He stated that there was no doubt that the consensus of this Com
mittee is 11 that we are opposed generally to the principle of a national budgeting or 
evaluation committee on the part of the Council of Welfare Funds and J'ederationa. 
~he question that arises in my mind is as to whether the Conference can improve the 
situation or be helpful by passing such a resolution in the Interim Committee, and 
I would like to refer it to the Executive Comnittee. 

DR. WISE: With power, Mr. Chairman, I add, to send a statement to the conference. 

CHAI.BM.AN MONSKY: With power, yes. · 

MB. SHULMAN: Mr. Chairman 1 ir 1 t i_s a fa.ct that the consensus of opinion is against 
national budgeting, why cannot .we- 1>-t least go on ·record as expressing our opinion, 
then leaving it ·to. the _Execut.'ive .Co'inmittee to determine ~he manner in which that 
decision or opinion is to be cor.municated to the appropriate agencies. 
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MR. ZUCUIUriAN: I think that the expression of the Chairman was that we were 
generally opposed to it; there was no objection to that. 

MR. SHULMAN: It is so intended then, is it? 

CHAIBMAN MONSKY: That is right. 

2. Re Co0pt ions 

a. From the National Women's League of the United Synagogue 
b. From the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of the I.W.Q. 

requesting that their representatives be among the fifteen additional members 
to be coopted by the Interim Comnittee. 

MOTION: It was moved by Rabbi Miller and seconded by Dr. Margoshes that 
the Chair appoint a committee of five to consider nominations for cooptions. 
CAIUUED. 

3. Statement of the Jewish Labor Comnittee announcing its withdrawal 
from the .American Jewish Conference. 

MOTION: It was mved by Mr. Lipsky that the Chair appoint a comnittee 
to consider a reply to the ·Jewish Labor Corrmittee prepared by the staff. CARRIED. 

MOTION: After discussion, it was moved by Dr. Wise and seconded by 
Rabbi Miller that a special committee of five be enabled to report on this 
matter as the first buaineos of the afternoon. CARRIED. 

4.. From Sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the Intergovernmental Committee 
on Refugees, replying to the memorandum of the American Jewish Conference 
criticizing the activities of the Intergovernmental Committee's representative 
Sir 'Clifford Heathcote-Smith. No action was taken. 

5. From John W. Pehle, Executive Director of the War Refugee Board, 
acknowledging receipt of the Conference Reccu.e Resolutions and assuring the 
Conference that the Government 11 would continue its efforts to save the Jews 
and other vict imS of Nazi oppression." No action was taken. 

6. From the Federation of Bess&.rabia.n Societies of America, asking for 
representation in the American Jewish Conference. 

WTION: It was moved by Dr. Wise that it be referred to the Executive 
Committee. CARRIED. 

7. Telegram from the canadian Jewish Congress, inviting the Conference 
to send a representative to t~e Congress . session January 14,15,16. Mr. Xenen 
was authorized to convey a mess uge to the Congress. 

III. BSPORT ON ST.AFF ACTIVITIES 

On behalf of the staff, Mr • . I(enen reported on st~ff activities since·· the 
second sessioJ;i. Jecause time was· Of the essence, the ResQlutions on Rescue had 
been submitted to the War Refugee Board, which was followed up by a visit to the 
!oard by Mr. Grossman and himself, where it was learned that the Board was 
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undertaking a number of important projects on a greater scale than in the past. 

The Conference had invited Mr. Anselm Reiss and Dr. Abraham Si lberschein, 
both formerly of Poland a.nd in this country as delegates to the war Emerc;ency 
Conference of the \·iorld Jewish Congress, to present their suggestions on rescue 
possibilities to members of the Comniesions on Rencue nnd Post-War. Later, in 
an effort to arouse public opinion to the necessity for innediate action, a 
joint press conference had been arranged by the Conference and the Viorld Jewish 
Congress. Mr. Reiss presented his views to the general press. 

All decisions of the second session have been circulated to the delegates 
in the Conference Bulletin and to the general public in a special edition of the 
Conference Record. 30,000 copies have been distributed. Copies of the Interim 

· Coro:ni ttee report were being sold to the general public and Dr. Xohanski was now 
preparing the proceedings of the second session. 

Fund raising ~ctivities were being continued by Mrs. Ann Jarcho. 

IV. .ADDRESS BY PBOD1SSOR SELIG BHODETSKY 

At this point, Professor Selig Brodetsky, Precident of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, aduressed the Interim Comnittee. (Excerpts from 
Professor Brodetslcy•s remarks are attached to these minutes.) 

V. MUHE PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES . 
A memorandum embodying proposals on the future program and organization 

of the Conference was submitted by Mr. Grossman, Dr. Kohanski and Mr. Kenen. 
(The memo17Sndum was previously mailed to members of the Interim Committee.) 

MOTION: Following discussion, it was moved by Rabbi Miller and seconded 
by Dr. Wise that the Committee first take up the reconmendations on organization. 
CABRIED. 

tt>TION: It was moved by Mr. Bisgyer that the Executive Committee consist 
of eleven persons and in addition, the Chairmen of Standing Committees; seconded 
by Mr. Rothstein, whose amendment that the Co-Chairmen be ex-officio members of 
the Conmittee was accepted by the author of the zootion. 

During the discussion, }'11:". Lipsky analyzed the duties of the committees 
and proposed that the term "standing committeec11 include five: Reocue, Po,..t-Vlur, 
Palestine, United Jewish Representation and Finance. The United Jewish Repre
sentation Committee would also include in its work that previously done by the 
Joint Planning Committee. 

WT ION; Rabbi Miller moved that the Executive Comnittee consist of the 
Chairmen of the Standing Committees, plus five members to be elected by the 
Interim Com:nittee. Motion failed for want of a second. 

MOTION: It was then zooved by Mr. Shulman that there be eatablished an 
Executive Comnittee to be an acttv• ·functioning body, · responsible to the Interim 
Committee and to report to and get :.·gu.idance from the Interim Comnittee so far as 
future policies and future activities are concerned; that the comnittee be com- · 
posed of people who will function actively in the Conference and make that their 
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primary responsibility; that the nucleus of the committee be the Chairmen of 
the various Standing Committees, plus such other number as -rw..y be decided 
upon by a sub-comnitteeo 

The Chair proposed that a special comnittee be named to bring in recom
mendations in accordance with Mr. Shulman 1s motion. 

liJOTICN: It was moved by W.ss Evc.:.ns and oeconded by Mrs. Farber that Mr. Shulman 1s motion be amended so that the entire matter be referred to the 
sub-cormni ttee without advance recommendation. DEFEATED. 

Mr. Shulman•~ motion was then CARRIED. 

The Chair then appointed the following sub-comnittees: 

Comnittee on Cooptions: Maurice Bisgycr, Chairman, Jane Evens, Hermann Stern, 
Dr. 5amuel Margoshes, and David Wertheim. 

Committee on Jewish Labor Committee: Ju~e Louis E. Levinthal, Chairman, 
Mrs. Sa.muel W o Halprin, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Louis Segal, and Siroon Sobeloff. 

Comni ttee on Nominations: Frank Goldman, Chairman, Mrs. Moses p. Epstein, 
Mrs. Ida Cook Farber, William Gerber, Mrs. Samuel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, .Adolph Rosenberg, Samuel Rothstein, Herman Shulman, 
E dVI ard S . Si 1 ver and Baruch ZUckerman. 

VI .. REPORT OF THE COLIUTTEE ON COOPTIONS 

On behalf of the Committee on Cooptions, Mr. Bisgyer proposed the following thirteen names for membership on the Interim Committee: Aaron Droock, Judge Lewis 
Goldberg, Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Hugo Hartmsnn, Mrs. Barnett E. Kopelman, Mortimer 
May, Jefferson E. Peyser, Lire. David de Sola Pool, Adolph Rosenberg, Charles 
Sonnenreich, Justice Meier Steinbrink, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum and Joseph Weinearten. 

Mr .. Gellman proposed the name of Rabbi Gold of New York and Mr. Segal pro
posed. the name of Dr. Ralph 'echsler of Newark. 

MOTION: It was moved by Dr. Margoshes ond seconded by ?lr. Shulman that a vote be first had on the recommendations of the sub-conmittee and that additional 
names be referred to the sub-comnitte for considera tion or to the Executive Com
mittee . CARRIED 

The report of the sub-cor.miittee was t hen accepted, and the ChAir stated thD.t 
additional names preE.ented wi11 b referred back to the sub-conmittee with any 
other names and they will be referred in turn to the Executive Committ e with full 
power to act. 

VII. REPORT OF TIE COMMIT 'rEE Oli THE JEWISH L/~OR COMMITTEE 

On behalf of the committee, Judge Levinthal reported that the comnittee 
recommended adoption of a .. tatement .. in reference to the withdrawal of the Jewish 
Labor Committee with some slight r~vision . MroC. Kramer voiced objection to those 
parts of the statement wlich were controversial and urged that the statement be 
11 solely factual".. Th st c1tement was revised in one particular in response to this 
objectiono The statement wan then approved With Mr. Kramer voting in the negative. 
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VIII. REPORr or T~ COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

On behalf of the Committee on Nominations, Mr. Goldman submitted the 
following: 

For Co-Chairmen of the Interim Comnittee: Dr. Israel Goldstein, Henri 
Monsky and Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

For membership on Executive Comnittee: Louis Lipsey, Chairman, 
Maurice Bisgyer, Rabbi Maurice N. Eiscndrath (Chairman Committee on Post-War), 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Jane Ev~s, Professor Hayim Fineman (Chairman Committee on Rescue), J. George Fred.man, Leon Gellman, Charles p. Kramer, Judge Nathan n. Perlman, Judge Morris Rothenberg (Chairman Comnittee on United Jewish 
Representation), Samuel Rothstein, Max J. Schneider (Chairman Comnittee on 
Finance), Herman Shulman, ·Alex F. Stanton, David Wertheim. 

The sub-committee recomnended that the chairmanship of the Palestine Committee be referred to the Executive Comnittee with power to act. 

It also recommended that those named to the Executive Comnittee have 
the power to name alternates, but that thoze alternates rmiot be named at the 
first meeting of the Executive Comnittee and rm.1st remain fixed. 

Upon completion of Mr. Goldman's report, Dr. Wise stated that he would 
be unable to continue ao Co-Chair~n because of the pressure of duties as Chairaan of the .American Zionist Emergency Council, and urged that Mr. Lipslcy 
be elected in his place. Dr. Wise•s declination and recomnendation were 
accepted. 

MOTION: It was moved by Mr. Rothstein that the report of the comnittee be anended to include Dr. Wise's name as a member of the Executive Committee. 
CARRIED. 

The Chair stated that the appointment of the members of the Standing Comni ttees will be referred to the Executive Comni tt ee, which is to report back to the Interim Comnittee, with the understanding, however, that the Committees as designated by the Executive Comnitt ee shall, in the interim, be convened and organized. 

The report of the sub-comni ttee was then approved.. 

ll)'l'ION: It was moved by Mr. Segal that the Executive Conmittee be 
charged with responsibility of defining the objectives and the purposes of 
the Committee on United Jewish Representation and to consider the advisability 
of co-chairmenships. DEBATED . 

MOTION: It was then rooved that the Executive Conmittee be instructed to define the duties and responsibilities of all comnittees and to present its 
report to the Interim Committee.CARRIED. 

The Chair stated that the matter of program, as set forth in the staff menx>randum on future activities, be .referred to the Executive Committee for 
consideration, and a. report submitt~ ·at the next meeting of the Interim 
Committee. 
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ll)TION: It wae mved by-Mr. Lipsky that the Interim Committee approve 
the principle of meeting the eJCPenses of transportation of persons who are 
members of the Committee but who are non-residents of New York, and to leave 
it to the Executive Committee to decide the method of procedure. 

The Chair proposed that the mtion read: ttThat the Interim Comnittee 
apProves in principle the recomnendation made by the staff that the trans
portation expenses of non-resident members of the Interim Committee shall be 
paid, but that the matter is referred to the Executive Committee to study in 
relation to the bu~et and that final action thereon shall be taken after 
that study bas been made and we receive a recommendation." 

Mr. Zuckerman declined to accept the amended motion, w.t the amended 
statement was acceptable to Mr. Lipslcy and Wu.ti seconded by Dr. Mar goshes and 
was CABRIED. Mr. C. Kramer asked that the record show that there was opposi
tion to the motion. 

IX. GRE.ETINGS 

Following short t a lks by Hon. S.S. Silv erman and Alexander Ebsterman, 
representatives of the British Section of the World Jewish Congress, on the 
necessity for comrron deliberation and conman action in the solution of world 
Jewish problems, the meeting adjourned. 

fsk 
1/25/45 

I .L .X. 



AMERIO.AN J.EWISH CON:EERENCE 

M.tNUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE l~ETIHG 

Io 
Thursday, J'anuary 18th2 1945 

~BES."fiJNT& Louis 1 .. ~.psky, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for Dr. Stephen S. Wise). 
Jane EYans, Jo George Fred.mans William Gerber (alternate for Maurice Bisgyer), 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Jacob Ma.rru.s (alternate for Leon Gellman), Judge Nathan D, 
)?erlman9 Judge Borris Rothenberg, Samuel Rotht3tein, Herman Shulman,. Mrs. Herman 
Shulman (alternate for Mrs. Moses p. Epstein) 0 Alex F.: Stanton and David Wertheim(' 

Guest2 Robert Silverman. 

Staffc I, L. Xenen, Meir Grossmap., Dr. A. s. Xoha.nski and Mrs,. Ann Jarcho. 

RUI.JnS ON PRO CiiIDURE 

lo Status of ex-officio memberai It was agreed that the co-chairmen of 
the Interim Conm:1.-ttee, ex ..... ,;,ff:tcio members of the Executive Com:nittee, shall have 
a vote in the Committee. 

2s permanent alternates~ It was agreed that members of t he Executive 
Comnittee desie9:1ate permanent alternates within two weeks time, 

3. Qu.orumJ It was agreed that a. quorum shall consist of ten (10) members. 

4o l'i~tr:lbutiQn of m1.nutes~ It was agreed that minutes of the Executjve 
Committee meeting~ be sent to the members of the Executive, their alternates, and 
all members of the Interim Comnittee. 

5,. Ti.me of meeting: It was agreed to hold meetings of the Executive 
Comni ttee at 5~30 i' c.:.i:. on Thursday evenings. 

D.A.rrE OF JNTERII.1 OOMMJ:~EE ?,EETING 

It was ~~·ntat ively agreed to hold the next meeting of the Interim Com
mittee on Wednesday, ll'ebruary 28th, if that date is generally suitable. 

OOI.!POSITION OF STANDING 00?,HXTTEES 

I,ists of suggested members for the Standing Committees on Palestine. 
Post .. •War, Rescue 1 Joint Representation and Finance were submitted by the staff• 

On the suggest ion of Judge Rothenberg, it was agreed that the Standing 
CrJmmittee on Joint Representation hereafter be called ncomn:i.ttee on United Jewish 
.Representat ion.n 
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After discussion., it was agreed that the lists as submitted be sent to all 
members of the Executive Qtlmnittee for their suggestions and that when the matter ia 
i.:a'ken up again at the next meeting of the Executive Committee, it be then referred 
to a sub-.• committee for further consideration. It was also agreed that the Executive 
Committee will not make final decisions on committees until the end of February, 
with the exception of the Committea1on United Jewish Representation and Finance. 

With regard.· t ·o the Comnittee on Firance 0 it was agreed that in addition to 
Ha.oz. J, Schneider as Chairman, Aaron Droock of Detroit be named as Vice-Chairman to 
handle financial matters on the national scene. 

Mr. Kenen reported that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver was unwilling to accept the 
chairmanship of the Committee on Palestine on the ground that he believed that som&
one closer to the work of the .American Zionist Emergency Council would be in a 
better- posit.ion to serve. Judge Rothenberg moved, and it was secorded and carried, 
that the appointment of a chairman of the Palestine Conmittee be laid over until the 
next meeting of the Executive Comnittee. 

It was agreed that dis ru.ssion on the program of the Conference be deferred 
until the next meetingo 

HEPORT OF TH& OOMMITTEE ON UNITED JEWISH REPRESENTATION 

Judge Rothenberg, chairman, reported that several joint meetings had been 
held with Mr. Lipsky, Dr. Goldstein, Uro Monsky and himself representing the Confer •• 
ence; Prof. Selig :Srodetsky and Mr. A.Go :Brotman representing the :Soard of Deputies 
of :British Jews; and Dr, Nahum Goldmann and Ra~bi Irving Miller representing the 
World Jewish Congress. 

The proposal discussed was that there be established a conmi ttee 1n w1.,:t.ch 
would be represented the :Soard, the Congress and the Conference, and other count:r :. 09 

having an organized representation. It would be the function of this joint body t~ 
coordinate the work and, at the proper time, to present comnon demands to into~, 
national conferences that maybe in a position to receive themr and to variouo 
governments, pending the establishment of these international conferenceso It W,';,.r . 

the opinion of the committee that representations made to the United States Govern• 
m6nt should be made by the American Jewish Conference alone, and that representa..• 
·t ions made to the :British Government should be made by the Board of Deputies of 
B~: itish Jews. With respect to international bodies, there would be an agreement 1~1 
the Jo1nt Comnittee as te what proeedures should be adoptede 

Judge Rothenberg further reported that the World Jewish Congress did not 
a.gree to the principle with regard to representation on international bodies, but 
that it would consider the matter, 

The Chair eupplemonted Judgo Rothenbergls report by pointing out that it 
is int ended1 as a. first eto:p, only to establish a formula IIX')St likely to moet with 
the approval of the constituency of the members of the joint conmittee. 

Thora was no action by the Exocut1ve OOmmittee on this matter. 
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REPORr ON RESC'CE 

Mr. Grossman reported that a joint meeting had been held with the World 
;rewish Congress on Sunday,. January 14th, and that in view of the belief that it if' 
rrctll possible to rescu.e a considerable number of people, the Congress sugge■·Ged 
the following steps: 

l. 'l!o hold a apecial demonstration in Madison Square Garden, nr-t on 
the general issue of rescue, but limited to four or five definite points - ex.change, 
tlending of food parcelSp protective passports, etc. 

2. Joint approaches to the governments of the United. States, South 
America, and neutral countrieso 

Ur. Grossman further reported that it waa planned to hold these deioon
strations o·n a nation--,wide scale, accompanied by intensive newspaper campaigns and 
advert isingo This would involve an expenditure of about $151000 which the Congre :;1~ 
suggests be shared by the Oonference and the Congress. 

In the ensuing discussion, the Chair pointed out that the United States 
Government, through the War Refugee :Board, was making an effort to do everything 
it could to effect the rescue of ,:ewe and therefore we could not now make strident 
demonstrations and demands. '!'hereupon Dr. Goldstein suggested. that a more moderate 
meeting be held, such as a meeting at Carnegie Hall or at a hotel, where a report 
could be presented, which would review what has already been done during the past 
year and at the same time, suggestions could be made with regard to the future. 

It was moved and seconded that it was the opinion of the Executive Com-. 
mittee that such a meeting, under such conlitions as may be decided upon, is 
desirable. CARBIED 7 to 5. 

Mr. llothstein moved tbat such a meeting be held solely under the auspices 
of the .American Jewish Conference• without the cooperation of the World Jewish 
C'ongresso Dr. Goldstein amended the motion to empower tlle Executive Committee to 
hvld such a meeting under the a.uapices of the American Jewish Oonf erence with the 
cooperation of the World Jewish Congress. 

Mr. RothsteinDe motion as amended by Dr. Goldstein was CARRIED, with 
Mr o ired.man voting in the negative. 

P..B180Lt1r:CON ON N.A!rIONAL :.BUDGETING 

Pursuant to action taken by the Interim Comnittee, the Executive Com-, 
i~i:t.ttee authorized the issuance of a resolution in opposition to the proposal for 
n:.1.tiona.l boo.get ing, and the appoint?m3nt of a comnittee to prepare and edit it " 
Mi.as Evans voted in the negative on this motion. 
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fl! V: OF PR.AYER AND MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT 

Dr~ Goldstein reported for the American Zionist Emergency Council that the United. Synagogue Council of .America had issued a call for a nation-wide day of :p-rayer in connection w1th an action init:tated oy the Council to a:pproach the r':=-Ern :lJ.'.;n1t on Palestineo He pointed out that · public opinion should be impacted vpurJ. the attention of the President so that in his forthcoming conference abroad, he wo·.ild consider the plight of the surviving Jewish remna.."lt·s in Europe:, the pOl.')S .. bilities of rescuing those who still can be rescued, the question uf ~afe.. guarding the civil rights of the Jews of Euro:f'e~ and also the whole que:.~t .ton of opening wide the gates of Palestine with a view to establishing a majc:i:-lty which w:l.11 constitute Palestine as the J'ew1sh Commo mealth., Coupled with this w:tll be fellcitations to the President and prayers for his safety and health. 

D~o Goldstein proposed that the Conference issue ite own statement along these lines and send its own message to the President; that it comnunicate with 1 ls constituent organizations and delegates asking them to follow a similar pro , -:.ed.ure o 

J.y tt was agreed that such action be undertaken by the Conference immediate-

Mr. Fred.man moved, and it was secon:led:, that one of the two remaining places on the Interim Comnittee be reserved for a representative of the youth groups. OJ.RRIED. 

It was moved to table further consideration on cooptions. CARRIED. 

FUTURE PROGRAM AND STAFF ASSIG~.1ENTS 

Discussion on this subJect was deferred until the next meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting ad.Journed. 

rr~:r 
j_/r:•2/45 

I. L. Xenen 
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EXCEBFTS :rROM PRO:iESSOR BRCDETSKY 0S ADDRESS~ 

"The Secretary of the Board,Mr. :Brotman, and I, have come here firstly, fore-
mostly~ in order to establish contact with the American Jewish community a •• :British 
Jewry is very smallo o., less than 400,000 o. oiritieh Jewry has one advantage over 
American Jewry in that it is rather old ... The Board of Deputies was actually con
stituted in 1760 and has been in existence since then, looldng after Jewish affairso 

What are the Jewlsh affairs to be looked &!tel"? l'e had in England,as ·of course 
we had in several other countries of Eur0pe, a couple of things which I like to call 
11 an anti-Semitic holiday. o." People who lived in England in the •so•s and '90's 
must have really felt that they were completely identical with the general non-Jew
ish populationo Since then man~ changes have taken place. I need hardly say that 
in the last ten or t.welve years we have had 1n England a aituation which is causing 
us a. considerable aIIOunt of anxietyo•• During the war itself' there have been a num
ber of occasions o •• when the Jews were the center of' conversation0 merely from the 
point of view of finding somebody to blame ... 

~his problem represents one of the most important tasks of the Board ..• Another 
in:portant task of the Board is the field of foreign policy,that is to say, the posi
tion of the Jews in Europe and in the world and, of course, the problem of Palestine. 

Now in order to show that the Board does really represent the Jews of England, I 
would like to mention the followingg the Board recently ad.opted a policy on Pales
tinea .. by a majority of 159 against 180 •• in favor of the Jewish Conmonwealth. 
There were people who said that if such a decision were adopted anti~Zionists would 
leave the Boa.rd . . . But I am glad to say that up to the present time I have heard 
nothing further. The Board still represents people who are for the Jewish Comroon
wealth and those which are against it, .which I think is greatly in favor of the 
:Board I s posit ion o. The :Board has the function of dealing ... with the po li ti cal prob
lems of Anglo-Jewry internally and externally, but it has a much more important 
status than that in the community,and that is, that it represents the constant forum 
whereby the Anglo Jewish community can express ito viewso .. 

I believe that the time has come when the Jf!RS of different countries rrru.st con
sider the various problems we have to deal with ... more collectively than they have 
done in the past . . . Two things have happened - one, that great disaster to Jewry,". 
and the second, the gi"eat effort nade last year by the Jews in the United States to 
establish thiB Conference. I think this organization of the most important Jewish 
comnunity in the woTld : s an extraordinarily vital and important contribution to 
JeW1sh life1t I thus felt that there ought to be a contact between our comnunity and 
yours. The problem f the Jews is not a problem for American Jews ~ it is a problem 
for all the United Nations, and whatever the Jews of England can do with the British 
Government is as irrq>ortant as what the .American Jews can do with the American Govern
ment. I have the impression that the views of the American Jews are not very differ
ent from those of the English Jews o 

The question now is g how can we act? It is quite obvious that the Jews of Eng
land can only go to the Brit sh Government as Jewish citizens ..• The Jews of America 
eo to the American Government and no doubt speak as citizens of the United States. 

The really importan thing is that we make sure that the f'ormlation of all the 
policies,and also the practical carrying out of any approaches,should take place as 
between a co-partnership of the Jews in different countries of the world. I would 
like to sa3 at once 0 I have not in my mind anything that would talm the form of es
tablishing a new wold organization ... I believe that the duty of the Jews in 1944 
and now in 1945 is not to discuos organization or constitution with one another,but 
to save Jews who can. be saved and settle them in ouch a way that they shall be able 
to live happily in the futureo 

What I am interes ·ed in is that we s_hould be able- to work together. It seems to 
me to be of vital impor ance that what we say to ou..T:" Government should be the same 
as what you say to yot Government; that ·the different views of Jewish bodies should. 
be para lel; we should consult with one another from time to time, not only about 
details of policy but also the methods of carry~g them out o'° 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MINUT ES Ol, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ME~ING 

II. 
Thursday, January 25th, 1945 

PBESENT: Louis Lipsey, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for Dr·. Stephen S. Wise), 
Mrs. Moses p. Epstein, Jane Evans, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Charles P. Xramer 1 

J acob Marrus (alternate for Leon Gellman), Judge Nathan D. Perlman, S8111l.el 
Rothstein, Herman Shulman and David Wertheim. 

Staff: I.L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A.S. Kohanski and Mrs. Ann Jarcho. 

MINurES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 1/18/45 - Approved. 

HULES ON PROCEDURE 

carried. 
CAUIED. 

1. QUorum: A motion to reconsider the previous decision was 
It was then m:>ved that a quorum shall consist of eight (8) members. 

2. Time of meeting: M1as Evans moved that the Executive Com
mittee meet once every other week on Thursdey nights between the hours of eight 
and eleven. CARRIED. 

A:PPOINTMEN!' OF OFFICE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Caplan moved the appointment of an Office Conmi ttee, on 
which will be included the Chairman of the Comnittee on Finance, this Office 
Committee to bring in proposals to the Executive Committee With regard to offitl! 
and administration. CARRIED. 

COOFTIONS TO INTEBIM COMMITTEE 

The Chair s tated that a communication had been received from 
t he Mizra.chi Organization of .America, recommending that Babbi Joseph H. Lookstein 
and Mr. Jacob Marrus be named as members of the Interim Cozmni ttee, and that 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein be selected as Chairman of the Palestine Committee. 

Mr. Wertheim moved that consideration of this matter be post
poned until one week before the meeting of the Interim Committee, for the reason 
that there may be add i tiona l vacancies if any of the original thirteen nominees 
decline. CARRIED . 

In addi t ion to the recomnendations for cooptions by Mizrachi, 
the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order and the Ge.lician Jews (received previously), 
Judge Perlman, on behalf' of the .American Jewish Congress Group, asked that 
Harold O.N. Frankel, Grandmast er of the Independent Order Brith Abraham, be 
considered. 

STA..'t®ING COMMITTEE ON AFFILIATIONS 

It was moved and seconded that the Executive Committee establish 
a Standi_ng Committee on Affiliations. CARRIED. 

'.I'he Chair then stated that the application for admission of the 
Bessarabian JeY18 of America will .be · referred to this committee. 
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CHAIRMAN OF PALE STINE COMMITTEE 

Mr o Wer t heim nominated Judge Louis E. Levinthal. Mro Marrus nominated Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein. 

After discussion, Dr. Goldstein nx>ved that the matter be postp:>ned until the next meeting. CARRIED. 

DilE OF INTERIM COMMITTEE MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Interim Coranittee be held on Sunday, February 25th, at 10:30 A.M. 

FUTUBE PROGRAM OF THE CONFERENCE 

The Chair introduced the subject of future program and the following discussion ensued: 

MR. LIPSKY: The .American Jewish Conference lives from day to day on an agenda created by circumstances. If the Conference is going to go ahead on that line, we shall be in a pecul i ar po sition. Our program will be determined by events. we will be reacting to even ts rather than creating them. I think it is absolutely essential t hat we establ ish a basis of operations. Most of us have lost sight of the fact that in the first session of the American Jewish Conference, we adopted a set of resolutions with regard to rescue, post-war and Palestine, which represent the totality of t he demands of the Je\\•ish people. This program, augmented by the resolutions adopted at the second session, represent the case and demands of the Jewish people that could, within thirt y days and with the proper introductions. be submitted to a peace Conference if one were held. 

As a matter of fact, we have not got that program in any complet ed form. We have t his material in our records but as a matter of fact, it is not the basis of our operations. :Being instructed by the first and second seGsions to implement t he reso l utions adopted, we should prepare the material for submission to gover nments in the form governments are used to receiving such mat t ers, and make the basis of our propaganda the action that we take in submitting the material to the governments concerned. We have not got material in that form so that it can be submitted in that manner; the program that we have to submit to the nations of the world, the necessary publicity that goes with the submission of t his progr am, the necessary elucidation that may be required in making this progrem under st andable to certain peace organizations. We must have a program in addition to the regular work that comes along day by day. 

Our regular business is to see to it that governments and the public know our program and wherever necessary, to interpret that program. Our stable business is our program; our incident al business is that which comes in by reason of the events of the day. 

We will have to build up in our research department a staff that is capable of creating the material that will be the basil of our action. Our program will have to be written up in the way that governments are uned to receiving demands from representative bodies. It will be necessary to turn our material into French, Spani sh and other languages th.at are used by the governments whose intere&t we int end to solicit. Any time we approach a government, it will serve as the b~sis for certain press action. When it comes to the business of internat ional representation, we are providing for this by undertaking to organize coordinated actio~ on the part of the Jews of the world -the Conference , the .Board of Deputies and the Wo r ld Jewish Congress and such other independent Jewi sh comnuni ties. 
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With regard to our constituency, it is important to establish a connection with the delegates who are part of the American Jewish Conference and with the organizations that elected these delegates. we now communicate with them through the Record and the Bulletin, which goes to all the delegates and some additional persons every week. It may be necessery for us to have field representatives in order to organize throughout the country regional meetings to get a better understanding of our purposes and secure support through the organs of public opinion. 

We shall have to establish a Domestic Bureau. we shall have to establish a Bureau for Overseas Affairs. In connection with the work of developing public opinion in the United States, we will have to create in the United States a publication that will serve as the recorder of the events that are taking place on the other side, that are already registered with the governments in Italy, France, Bulgaria, .Boumania. We must establish our own correspondence with regard to this matter and publish once every t,10 mnths a record of the legal status of ·the Jews in Europe. 

This is a form of act ion on which we can organ.ize: ( l) The Research Department strengthened; (2) foreign correspomence eatablished, which will be extensive, not identical with the correspondence of the World Jewish Congress, but primarily for the purpose of publishing what are the rights of Jews in Europe; (3) a publication in the proper legal form, containi:ig this action. 

DR. GOLDSTEIN: I think we ought to stress a little bit xoore the public relations aspect of the work in addition to the functional projects. We must keep the public constantly oare of the fact that there is an American Jewish Conference. I believe that we ought to try to place articles in the press and periodicals which represent the things that we have worked out as our program, and especially now, as the end of the war seems closer, discussions of these matters are going to become more and roore timely. This is an opportunity to present our case before the public through the daily press. We should hold a press conference in the near f~ture, attended by the heads of the comnittees, to keep our objectives, as well as our identity, before the public. We should establish a dignified publication, to appear every two m::>nths, which will present these matters in a way to the men who are molding public opinion and to the members of the various i1ltergovernmental bodieso • 

On the .functional aide of the program, have you done SDVthing to review recurrently the three aspects of our program, in order to see what has to be done with reference to rescue, post-war and Palestine? Have we been in auf'ficiently constant touch with the intergovernmental bodies? There is no reason why we should not be in touch with them more frequently, like ONBRA. I believe in a more aggressive public relations program. 

MR. SBULKAI: I do not find any fault with the program as you have outlined it. You can proceed along t_he lines indicate.d, of preparing in proper form the presentation of this progtam to the v~ious governments, but functioning implies much more than that. It means-being aware of the day by d~ situation that has to be dealt .with. While you are sett.ing up your program of ultimate aims, you ho.ve to, at the same time, set up that functioning machinery which Will proceed day by day to do the job that can only be done now, particularly with regard to rescue. ·p0 st-war, in my judgment, should be at the center·of the activities of the American Jewish Conference, . but·.there too, you have to set it up in such a way as to permit the carrying c;,u.t -'o~.- the program you outlined, bu.t at the some 



. .;.. 4 -

t1me,bave people devoting themselves to day by day contact with our government, 
foreign governments, etc. With regard to Palestine, you happen to have a 
functioning body taking care of the day-by-day work - the American Zionist 
Emergency Council. Here is a body that has the manpower and the budget and it 
does the day-by-day work. What the Conference should do is to supplement that 
work of the Council. 

:.m. MABBUS: The publicity angle 1treeoed 'by Dr. Goldstein 1• very important, 
and if we do the day-by-day work, • bfA.v, the men to carry that out. It is 
also important that we do not overloot the ma.n.1 local organizations who sent 
the electors to the local eleotiona, In Pl&nf coaaunities, the delegates them
selves, and perhaps other people, hAve writt,n oft the American Jewish Confer
ence as a dead proposition. I• 1hQu14 nQt p@:r~t the opinion of these individ
ual• to become the accepted thing. I believe that tome concise mel!X)randum 
should go out to the different synagogues and sist~rhoods and brotherhoods 
and fraternal ordere~ telling them from month to imnth what the .American Jewish 
Conference has done so that we create our own propaganda in favor of the 
Conference. 

MR. WEMBIIHa Our policy, first of all should have a ceiling on endorsements. 
There nust be a certain proportion. I think that comruitiees alone will not help 
us. I think: what we need ~e executives !Qr each committee - one executive 
officer, a professional man, has one commission. It 1s entirely a question of 
having separate executives for each comnittee: post-war, rescue and Palestine. 
Of course, we will not have the budget and propagruida work that the Emergency 
Council does, but there are certain political activities and approaches to be 
made and theae must be carried on by an executive. Therefore, 1 fully agree 
with what Ur. Lipsky ~ya, but we mu.st · establish our ~itteea with executives 
for each and every conmitteo Md ·undertake actlvlt1e,e of our own. 

MR. CAPLAN: The Conference will be unable to set up the apParatus requ.ired to 
execu.te the day-to-day activity and we came to the conclusion that we should 
utilize the machi~ry available for that purpose. To begin to establish that 
type of machinery would take .rm nths, if not years. Chiefly• the difficulty 
lies 1n the fact that the Conference had not achieved sufficient prestige in 
the Jmerican Jewish Communitf from the things it had been doi~ or should have 
been doing. The formula to be devised whereby the Conference would safeguard 
itself in the American field as representative of the American Jewish Comnunity, 
in performing the tasks in the three areas. It was aaked to attempt to utilize 
to the full the machinery available in all the three areas of it a program. It 
we had an adequate staff to work to see that the program of cooperation func
tions, the benefit to the Conference could accrue without the Conference 
saddliDg it self with the enorroous machinery re quired. 

MR . .RO?SSTEII: (After reading the resolution on organization referred to the 
Interim Comnittee by the second session) As a member of the American Zionist 
Jmergency Council, they have the manpower, the whole aet-up to implement that 
work. ror us to set up similar comnuni ty councils would be a duplication •. 
However, the Emergency Coµncil in turn should realize that when it wants aome
thing done, that in all matters affecting Palestine, before they act, unless 
1 t ia a aerioua emergency, that they should submit it to us and we should act 
in line with that decision if it meeta with our approval, in the name of the 
.American Jewish Conference. therefore, you will not have to set up an organi
sation throughout the country to implement the Palestine Resolution of the 
Conference. So far, we have e4,opted resolutions. which have been submitted to 
the government an~ have been getting proper publicity. le could do 1 t with a 
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much smaller staff by combining the SUl;gestions of Caplan and Wertheim. We 
should have an executive, a man in this office to whom should be assigned the 
work of each commission, but we S?ould work together with the national organi
zations, not independently of them. We should try to do it in the name of 

- the American Jewish Conference wherever possible. If the .American Jewish Con
ference goes to the government, it will be mu.ch stronger if the · Conference 
goes to the government than the Emergency Council representati·ves alone. 

MISS EVAHS: I suggest that the members o.f this comnittee give thought to the 
atatement made by Mr. Lipsky and to the various discussions around the tabla, 
and that between now and the next meeting, we attempt to crystallize these 
tho~ta so that at the next meeting, we will be in a position to bring the 
matter into a definite form. 

MR. KRAMER: We nnst arriv e at a program and put in force the machinery to 
~ry out that program. In two fields of activity, it is necessar1 to have 
an ev~ry-d~ consideration of the problems that a.rise - rescue and post-war. 
In these two fields, we have the right to act. We were authorized by the 
communities of this country. Rescue must be combined with post-war, and we 
are passing an opportunity because in these fields, in which we are unhampered, 
we merely issue statements. We need a force of capable men and women to do the 
every-day work in theoe fields. We need an over-all executive, the best man 
who can be found in this country, capable of working out this program to bring 
it ·before the public and bring it to the people we want to work with. We 
should appoint a comnittee which will, within the next two week period, stud.7 
everything that has been said here ton~ht and study the reports, and bring a 
full program at the next meeting, so that we can get the necessary money, power 
and authority and enter into the · field of wor k. 

lQDGE PEBLUAN: This Conference mu.st become a functioning body, whether we can 
get the manpower to do everything at the present time, or should we accept the 
services of other agencies to give us the manpower. The comnittee to be 
appointed should study the cost of manpower. I would like to know if this 
program were put into effect, what would it cost for the Conference to do it 
alone and what it would cost if we accepted the services of the Emergency 
Council or any other agency. 

Mi. JCRAIG:~: I ioove that a committee of five be appointed to study the question 
raised and to bring in the report at the next meeting, containing as much as 
they poasibly can report at that time. MOTION CilRIED. 

KR. LIP5ICY: We should have a line of action and that line of action should be 
wha~ we were created for, to implement thro'U@l the media of governments, the 
program that we have advanced - supported by the press, radio and public meet
ings.· If we can work out a scheme like that, it must be done as aoon as poaaible. 
It will be an organization ready to defend positions that are won and read.7 to 
represent Jews that no other organization can do. We can create here in the 
United States a peraonn~; comparable to that of the World Jewish Congress. 

1AMNT 01 RAILRO.AD EXPENSES 

.After discussion, it was moved and seconded that out-of-town 
members of the Interim Committee, whoae fares are not paid b7 any organization, 
1hould have the~r railroad fare~ paid by .the .American Jewish Conference. 
C.AIRIIJ), 1'ith Mr. Kramer, Mr. Rot'liltein and Mrs. Epstein voting in the negative. 
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BEPORT ON BESCUE MEE~ING 

Mr .. ltenen reported that Prof. Hayim Fineman and he had met 
with representatives of the World Jewish Congresc and had. informed them of 
the decision of the Executive Conmittee that this mass meeting should be a 
report meeting rather than a deDX>nstration. It was suggested that Ur. Pehle 
and Mr. MacDonald be invited to a meeting of that kind. Mr. Pehle has already 
been invited but he has not yet replied·. 

The World Jewish Congress had decided that if such a meeting 
were held, it would be held in the name ot the American Jewish Conference alone, 
and that while the Congress would cooperate, it would not be as a co-sponsor. 
Kr. Monsky was informed of this contemplated meeting and he asked Mr. Xenen to 
inform the Executive· Committee that he was very much opposed to any such meet
ing at this time. 

Mr. Xenen proposed that in order to arouse pub lie opinion 
more effectively in connection with the program, a resolution be introduced in 
Congress co n::erned with the prO~'X)sal to exchange Jews in internment camps for 
Gernwn nationals in this hemisphere. He ·submitted a memorandwn from the World 
Jewish Congress, giving additional information ·on the possibilities of exchange, 
and asked the opinion of the Executive Conmittee as to whether it is desirable 
to introduce such a resolution in Congress. 

The consensus of the meeting was opposed to the idea of intro
ducing the resolution. 

A rootion was made and seconded that the Executive Committee 
reaffirm the decisions made at the preceding meeting with regard to rescue, and 
that the sub-comn1ittee be authorized to proceed with the oreanization of a meet
ing under the auspices of the American Jewish Conference, to receive a report 
on the work of rescue during the last period, the date of the meeting to be con
tingent upon Mr. pehle 1 s acceptance. C.lt.RRIED. 

Mr. Shulman suggested that should Mr. Peble decline, Mr. Mac 
Leiah or Sumner Welles be invited. 

PH>POS~ !UR WEIZMANN MEE'l'ING 

Mr. Kenen stated that Dr. Weizmann was expected in the United 
States in March and he proposed that the Conference sponsor a large public meet
ing in his honor. No act ion was taken pending further inquiry. 

S'l'AJT REPORr 

The Chair reported that the letter to the President on the 
occasion of his inauguration had gone out as proposed at the last meeting of 
the llx.ecutive Cormnittee, and that the Executive Comnittee had given its support 
to certain matters submitted by the Emergency Council in connection with the 
appointment of Colonel Hoskino to a Middle East Post. 

REPOR? ON UNITED JEWISH REPRESENTATION 

It was reported that meetings had been held with Prof. Selig 
Brodeteky and Mr. A.G. :Brotman of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, repre
aentatives of the World. Jewish Congres_s and representatives of the Conference, 
and that as a result of '. these meetings, the followi~e statement was drawn up: 
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11 ;.. a result of discussions held in New York, 
representatives of the .American Jewish Confer
ence. the Board of Deputies of British Jews and 
the World Jewish Congress have agreed to refer 
to their respective bodies the following proposals 

"'l'.t.at a committee 1bD.ll be •et up of represent~ 
tives of these \hree bodies to work out the mean• 
whereby consultation and coordination woo~ them
selves, and a~b other Jewish bodies ~s are in 
agreement with their general policy, may be UX>St 
effectively secured and their comnon objectives 
affecting post-war Jewish needs attained! 

Mr. Shulman moved tha\ the Executive Oomittee recommend to the Interim Committee the acceptance ot this proposal. CARRIED. 

It was agreed that this proposal be made public. 

El.EC'l'JOI OJ 'rllEASUBEi 

Af'ter discussion, it was agr~ed to lay this matter over. 

The meeting then adjourned until February 8th, 1945. 

fak 
1/31/48 

I. L. ICenen 
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5 21 Fifth A venue T1ltphon1 MUrray HUI 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

January 26, 1945 

To the Members of the 
Interim Committee: 

Please take note that the next meeting 
of the Interim Cammi ttec of the Jlffierican Je vish Conference will be held on Sunday, February 25th 
at 10:30 k.M. at the Hotel Biltmore in New York 
City. Because of the heavy agenda, it is likely 
that the Interim Committee meeting will continue through the afternoon nnd evening. 

We are enclosing copies of the minutes 
of the le1.st meeting of the Interim Cammi ttee and 
the minutes of the F..JCecutive Committee m~cting on Janu~ry 18th. 

Plensc fill in the enclosed card nnd return it to this office. 

ILK: s 
encs. 

<J:;ercly yours, 

:__, ~ 
I. L. Kenen 

THB INTBaIM COMMIT11IB WAS ESTABLISHBD BY THB DBLBGATBS OP 111B AMD1CAN 
JBWISH CONPDBNCB IN NBW YORK, SBPT, 2, 1943, TO IMPLBMBNT m UIOLtrnONS 
ON· THB USCUB OP BUaOPBAN JBW&Y; THB alGHTS AND STA111S OP JBYS IN 'l'HII 
POST-WA& WOlW>; 11111 aIGHTS OP THB JBWISH PBOPLB Wini USPECT TO PALBS'l'llO. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

., 
AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE: Jan. 31, 1945 

KEMBEBS O:r THE ED!CtrrIVE jl]) IfflBIM COMUITTEES 

I .L. IENEB 

MIIU'l'ES 

Enclosed you will find minutes of the Executive 
Comnittee meeting on January 25th, 1945. 

The next meeting of the Executive Committee will 
be held on Thursday, J'ebruary 8th, at 8:00P.K., at the 
o:tf 1 ce ot the Co nterence. 

tak 
enc. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONlERENCE 

" MINUTES OF ElECU'l'IVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

III. 

'lhursda,Y, ~bruary 8th. 1945 

PRESEN'r: Iouis Lipsky, Chairman; Sam caplan (alternate for Judg-e Nathan D. Perlman), Jane Evans, Prof. Hayim Fineman, William Gerber (alternate for Maurice l3iagyer), Jacob Marrus (alternate for Leon Gellman), Salml.el Rothstein, Louis Segal (alternate for David Wertheim), Herman Shulman, Mrs. Herman Shulman (alternate for Mrs. Moses p. Epstein), Alex F. Stanton and David Wertheim. 

Staff: I. L. Xenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. J.. S. Kohanski and Mrs. Ann Jarcho. 

MINU'JSS OJ PREVIOUS MEETING 1/25/45 - Approved 

RU!ZS ON PBOCZDURE 

1. Tini! of meetin_g: It was agreed that the Executive Cormnittee meet at six o1 clock on Thursdays, instead of at eight o'clock as formerly agreed. 

2. permanent Al ternatee: Mr. Ienen was authorized to request member• of tlie lCxecutive Committee to designate their permanent alter11atea within the next week. 

MEMBJ!llSHIP OP IJICUTIVI COMMIT'l'D 

The Chair submitted a letter from Mrs. Moses p. Epstein, resigning from membership on the Executive Comnittee, because of the pressure of other work. 

It was moved to accept the resignation of Mrs. Epstein with regret and to recomnend to the Interim Comnittee the naming of Mrs. Herman Shulman in her place. ~UU>. 

D~ or THE PROGRAM COMMIT~D 

The Chair submitted the report of the Program Comnittee, which covered the following points: 

1. Relations with Government• 
2. Overseas Relations 
3. Public Relation• 

After discussion, it was m:>ved that this report, after editing to reflect the opinion• .expreesed, be approved and submitted to the Interim Commit tee • . 0,URIED . 

!he revised report is attached. 
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REPORT OF OFFICE AND ?ERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

The Chair reported that following the last meeting, he had designated 
Mr. Fredman, Mr. Gellman, Judge Perlman and Mr. Rothstein to serve on this com
mittee. Mr. J'redman had been unable to serve because of illness. The Committee, 
with Mr. Marrus acting for Mr. Gellman, had met and after reviewing the report 
of the Committee on Program, submitted the following recomnendations for staff 
assignment: 

Executive Secretary - I. L. Kenen, who shall be directly 
responsible to the Executive Committee for the over-all implementation of the 
Conference program, and whose duties it will be primarily to coordinate the 
work of the various departments. 

Director of overseas Relations - Meir Grossman, whose duties 
it will be to further the overseas relations program listed· in the program of 
activities. 

Director of Research - Dr. A. S. Kohanski, who, together with 
staff, will gather the factual material required by the Conference in the ad
vancement of its program. 

Secretary to Finance Conmittee - Mrs. Ann Jarcho, who shall act 
with the :Budget and Finance Committee on all matters of finance, and who shall be 
responsible for all fund-raising. 

The report was approved. 

BEPOBT ON RESCli: 

Prof. Fineman, Chairman of the Committee on Rescue, reported that 
he and Mr. Kenen had visited William 0 1Dwyer, Director of the War Refugee Board, 
and Miss Florence Hodel, his assistant, and had urged the following: 

1. The issuing of last-minute warnings. Mr. 0 1])wyer stated 
that such warnint;s were under consideration and fflB3 be issued by the ":Big Three11 • 
I:1 case they are not, Mr. 0 'Dwyer agreed that the warnings should be issued b:r 
Russian military authorities, or General Eisenhower, or our own State Department. 

2. rood supply 1n Switzerland. A large number of persons are 
expected to try to escape to Switzerland and the question of food supply ~ 
arise. Steps will be taken to anticipate that problem primarily by obtaining 
military food stuffs in that area. Mr. 0 1Dwyer said that the question had not 
been railed by Switzerland. 

3. Request that the International Red Cross and neutral 
countries have their representative• on the spot in various internment camps. 
Mr. 0 1»wyer stated that this was being done. 

4. Packages for internees. Measures are being taken by the 
government. 

5. Exchange. Mr. O'Dwyer stated that this was not realistic 
but that the War Refugee Board was doing what it could. 
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Prof. Fineman stated that he had received disquieting reports on 
~Jadmjnistration of relief and that if these charges were true, i t was the 
duty of the Conference to take a stand on the matter o It was the consensus 
that if' these charges were in writing and could be submitted for further 
consideration, some action might be taken. · Prof. lineman was authorized 
to proceed along those lines. 

ACTION ON H&:BBERT C • PELL 

Mr. Kenen reported that telegrams pad been sent in the name of the 
Conference to our State Department and to members of Congress, urging action 
to facilitate American participation in the United Nations War Crimes Com
mission (The text o! telegrams appears in l3ulletin No .. 48): and that the 
Conference ii sponsoring a report meeting on February 12th, at the Hotel 
Cormmdore, to which all electors and delegates in Greater New York had been 
invited. The gue1t speaker will be Herbert C. Pello Other speakers include 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, representing the World Jewish Congress on reecue, prof. 
Heyim Fineman, representing the Conference on rescue. and Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
presiding. A draft of a resolution to be adopted at the meeting was submitted. 

• Mr. Shulman informed the Executive Committee that he and other 
members of the American Zionist Emergency Council had met with Secretary Grew 

on Zionist mattere and that Mr. Grew had stated during the interview t hat t here 
had been some misunderatanding as to where the Government stood, pointing out 
that Pell• s withdrawal was due solely to the fact that Cougees had not voted 
an appropriation. He stated that he would issue a statement on the natter, 
Which he did. 

In view of Mr . Shulrnan•s remarks, it was agreed that this meeting 
be not carried on in such a way so that it would center on personalities. It 
was also ·agreed that the resolution be submitted to Prof. Fineman and the 
presiding officer of the reb. 12th meeting for considerationo 

The secretary then read. a letter from the United Galician Jews of 
Junerica, calling attention to the· fact that the Federation of Polish Jews, an 
affiliated organization of the Conference, had attempted to arrange a meeting 
with Mr. Pell as guest speaker prior to the meeting of the Conf,rence , although 
it had been informed of the Conference I s plans. 

Miss Evans DX>ved that this matter be called to the attention of the 
Interim Comnittee. C.ARIUED. 

Mr. Grossman suggested that Mr. Lipsky meet with officers of the 
lederation of Polish Jews to discuss this matter and it was agreed. 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

1. Corrmittee on B:µdet and Finance - Mr. Aaron Droock was 
appointed chairman of this comnittee, following notice that Mr. Schneider was 
unable to serve. 

2. Committee on Palestine - The secretary reported that 
letters had .been received from the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregation• of 
America, the Rabbinical Council of America and the National Council of Young 
Ierael, urging the appointment of Babbi Joseph H. Looketein as chairman of t~i• 
Committee. It was lll)Ved that act1Qn be deferred until the next meeting, C.AIRIID. 
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:3. Membership of Standing Com:iittees - It was agreed that tre lists as first submitted and revised and then added to by the mer.i>ers of 
thia Executive Comnittee, should be establiehed as the liat ot the members 
o! the comnittees, with the understanding that the committees~ enlarge 
their membership to thirty, with the exception or the Conmittee on United 
Jewiah Representation, which will be limited to fifteen, the deadline for 
additional names by the Executive Committee members to be Tuesdq, J'ebruary 13th. 

COMMITD:I ON Jl)?lISS IOUS 

It was agreed that . the Chair and Mr. Charles P. Kramer appoint the members of the Committee on Admissions. 

The meeting then adJourned. 

mg 
2/13/45 

I. L. Xenen 
Executive Secretary 
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AMERICAN JEWiSH CONlEBENCE 

REPORT OF PIOGRAM COMMITTEE 

At the last meet~ng of the Executive Committee, th~ Chair was 

authorized to apPoint a committee to submit recommendations on the future 

program of the .American Jewish Conference. The comnittee appointed by 

the Chair consisted of·Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, who designated Mrs. Herman 

Shulman as her alternate, Jane Evans, Leon Gellman, who designated Jacob 

Marrus as his alternate, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim and Louis Lipsky, 

chairman, ex-officio. 

The comnittee met on Tuesday, February 6th. Those present were 

Mias Evans, Mr. Marrus, Mrs. Shulman and Mr. Lipsky, and it was agreed 

to submit the following recommendations: 

I. Relations with Governments 

The major ~ctivity ·of the .American Jewish Conference is to 

be the formal presentation of its program on rescue, poet-war and Palestine to 

all governments. The resolutions ad.opted at the first and second sessions 

represent the views of the Jewish community of the United States and should 

be presented in forms understandable to governments, the memoranda to be 

formulated in such a wey that they will be recognized as the correct and 

all-inclusive statement of the Jewish position. In ~he submission of 

these memoranda, the Conference should engage a panel taken from its 

comnittees, alternating peraonalities and methods of approach. Thia 

activity should serve as the basis of propaganda for the program of th~ 

Conference, involving the press, quasi-governmental bodies, such as 

national organizati_ons occupi-~d With peace planning, and leaders in the 

nx>lding of public opinion. 

II. Overseas Relations 

A, General preparations should be continued looking to the 
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establishment ·of· the United Jewish Representation - the continuation of 

~egotiations with .the Board of Deputies of British Jews, the World Jewish 

Congress and similar bodies. 

B. In order that the. Conference may have accurate 

information on which to base its work in this country,. it is proposed to 

estabiish immediately direct contact with Jewish representative bodies 

that are not officially and formally affiliated with the World Jewish 

Congress, to appoint correspondents who will report on European 

• affairs to the Conference, and, as occasions arise~ to send delegations 

or emis.-ries to obtain first-hand knowledge of current devel0pments. 

III. public Relations 

It is the function of the Conference to advance its 

program in this · country by the circulation of accurate information and 

authoritative opinion both in the Jewish constituency of the Conference 

and in the non-Jewish world. 

A. Jewish Constituency 

It is proposed th~t the Conference communicate 

frequently with its constituency by means of the spoken and written word. 

1. Publications 

a. Publication of the weekly Bulletin, which is 

now mailed to the delegates of the Conference and which should. be amplified• 
. . 

to include a terse digest of the Jewish ai tua tion abroad• to be based upon· 

facte aseembled by the research staff and reports from overseas. 

b. Continuation of the Conference Record, which 

ia now aent to 25,000 electors and comnunity leaders, and which ia to 

include editorial comment and overseas newa. -
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c. Publication of articles in Jewish magazines and 

the Jewish press, written by persons who are members of the Standing 

Comnittees of the Conference. 

2. Public MeetinQ! 

a. Public meetings in New York of the Conference 

delegates and electors, to be held at regular intervals and to be in the 

form of reports to the Jewish conmunity of New York, programs to be 

broadcast. 

b. QUarterly regional meetings in the larger comnuni

ties outside of New York, addressed by Conference speakers drawn from the 

standing con:mittees of the Conference. 

c. J'orma.l contact with local community councils, 

which should be asked to supPort the Conference 1 a overseas progrwn by 

resolution and other methods as developments call for prompt reactions, 

this to be done in cooperation with local delegates. 

3. Badio 

a. Regular reports to the Jewish community broad

cast, fortnightly if possible, in New York and in such other conmunities 

aa aay be practical. 

B. Non-Jewish World 

l. The establishment of an authoritative bi-monthly 

journal devoted to overseas Jewish affairs, with a distinguished board ot 
contributing editors, both Jewish andnon-Jewish, and containing articles by 

authorities overaeaa and in this country; this magazine to be sold to the 

general public and distributed without charge to prominent public 

official• and publicieta. 

2. Informal contacts with key government officials at 

I aahingt on. 
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3. Close contact with important post-war planning groups. 

4. Preparation and pub~ication of articles for .d-gazines 

and general circulation. 

5. Utilization of radio. with specific emphasis on forums. 

6. Establishment of a speakers bureau, which will serve 

not only requests from organizations and communities for speakers, but which 

would endeavor to place Conference spokesmen on the programs of important 

local organizations, such as city clubs, foreign affairs councils, etc. 

The adoption of this program will make imperative the expansion of 

staff. It will be necessary to expand the research department and to obtain 

additional personnel to operate a speakers bureau, to maintain contacts at 

Washington, to represent the Conference in the communities, to establish 

closer contacts with post-war groups, to edit the proposed bi-m:>nthly 

publication, and to transmit information from abroad. 
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PRESS RELEA.SE from 

American Jewish Conference 
American Zionist Emergency Cou11cil 
Jeuish ... ~cency for Palestine 

Ernest Ea.rbaras~ 
1720 - 16th St., H. W. 
Washington, D. C. 1Ichi an 4480 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 11: 00 A. ~-- , FRIDAY, FEBRUAP.Y 15 

11'/~ 
JEWISH L~ERS ASK IMIIEDIATE OPENI JG OF PALESTil~ 

DELEG.;~:iroN FRESE ~s STATEl' :ENT TO EARL !WJIF.\X' BRITISH Af.ffiASSAD0R 

Washington, D. C., February 1 An nppeal to the British Goverr111f'nt to open 

the gt..tes of P~.lestine immediately so that large nUI!'lbers of ho ol e3s J ows now in 

liberated areas in Europe, mny be pemitted to enter Palestine at once ·1n.s . n e 

today to Earl Halifax, British a"'lbassador to th Unit d St ate~ , by a ;joi·,.t cor..

r.1ittee rc:prosent ing the .American Jewish Conference, tho American Zior.u~t :=mcr~;oncy 

Council and the Jevish Agency for Palesti nu . 

Pointinc ott that 11 the psychologic:11 ancl material condition oft.he Jeuinh 

survivorr, in Euroy.>e is beyond deccrir1tion 11 the statement o he Briti r.h Govr>rl"..:i1ent 

declared: 

11 ':'he worlC:. will not underst&nd a policy of in ction at a time when delay 

may mean for these people death by stLtrvation anc, disease. Th(\y 1·ilead to e 

allowed to rebuild th ir lives int~ :-a.ti mal Hofl'lP. It is inconct~ivable 

that while their own people in Pale::;tine ar waitin to receive and \ielcome them 

they sheuld be condenned to continue in utter hopelessr.ess where they are unu mted 

and do not wish to remain -- in surrounclings associated for them with recollocti ons 

of grief and horror." 

Amon.-,; those who called on Earl Halifax wore Dr, Stephen S. ~·.is , ch~irrnn.n 

of the Amorica:n Zionist Emergency Council, Hayim Groen1>erg and Eerrnan Shulman, 

(more) 
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officers of the Council. Dr. Israe l Goldstein anf Louis Lip~k~. ce-cha irmen_of thA 

Interim ComMittee of the American Jmvish Conference, ,q,nd Dr. Ndm.rn Goldmann, 

American reprAsentative of the Jewish Arsency for Palest ine . 

The memorandum further pointed out that the immigration certificates into 

Palestine still available ,_mder the Palest ine White Par,e r of 1939 uere "so ne r>li

gible in rela+, i on to immig ra.tion needs, tha.t Jeuish immi r:; r ation into Palestine may 

be regarded aG virtually stopped. 

"We bf:'15.eve that evfm as a war measure the poli cy of th8 White P:ipe r was 

short-sit)J.ted and mistaken. Its ap~0lication today is as indefensible as it is 

heartless. One result of this policy is that even when act i on is ta1-::en by the 

democrf).tic powe1~s in behalf of the refugees, that action is vi ti atod by the refusal 

to recognize that an end must be put to Jewish wanderin6 and that eve ry Jew \1110 so 

desires must be entitled to e nter Palestine as of right and to settle amone; his own 

p eople there. 11 

The statement referred. to reports that the majority of the 270,000 J cus in 

Rumania are complutely pauperized und that at least 80% of Rum;,nian Jewry wish to 

go to Palestine . 

A similar situation prevails in other liberated territol'ies, it was stated. 

As a 11 stri k inG instance of the futility ,1nd cruelty of he Whitfl Paper Policy," 

the Jewish sp okesmen pointed to the fact that some 1700 J ews who recently escaped 

from German:? ancl who hoped to 6 0 to Pale s tine, are to bo sent to tem1Jorary rPfugee 

camps in.Algiers -- "a prolongation of the individual tre,gedy of each of the:;e 

nThere is no justification for the failure to send them to Palestine . If 

ships are available to take them to Algiers, they must like~ise l) e available to 

take theM instead to Haifa •.• The removal of the refu,,.ees to North Africa ancl ,._, 

their subsea_ue,it transfer elsewhere for finr,l rehabilit a tion iu ~.vastefnl in terms 

both of human life anc1 of available resources und should be ab:-mcloncd in -::n:vor 

of immediate settlement in Palestine . 
(no re) 
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11 In the crucial d8cisions now being taken, the g_uesti0n t~s to whc~t is to 

become of E 1ro1Jean Je\try can no long0.r be i no red •.• The urri vor~ are cnti tled 

to demand thrit the home pronised to the Jewish people by the na:ions of the \· o~·lc 

a quarter of. a century at;o shall forthwith b . opened to evt~r:, J ew ,-ho ,·id e0 to 

settle thPre . '.P enc.ing the detE'r;riint:...tion of the future status of Pale,,tinc as I 
the J ewish Commonweal th, there crm be no justifier-tier. for dcl, ·,~r on t~1E ours ion 

of irr.::1edi8-te Jm,,ish immigra.tion into Pale tino . 

"Ti.me is c.ll important and the issue must be c.calt ,Jith now. We ,::r :1recl to 

His r ajcsty f c- Govcrnnont to meet this pr oblem ,-ith the same syiirit of bro .,•l' c-nd 

constructive humc.nity c.,nd with the hittoric vision of its c'ec.:.nion ·1:1hen it issued 

tho B lfour Declaration, with its 1)ro1;1ise of a restored hor:irloncl for ho Jouirh 

peo lc . 11 

T 1c Americ ... n Jewish Confor'"'nce is an over- all body onrcsonting r.1c.jor 

national Je,·1is:1 mc1:1bership organizations and Jevrizh communi tioR t l-rou '"ho ·t tho 

United States on over::;0as m<;.ttcrs! The American Zionis Emor1 ency Council s ·,,oaks 

f or he four major Zionist bodies in the Unit"cl Stat~s -- the Zionist Org' .ni~ation 

of AmericP., Hnd.assn.h, Iizrachi l'.,_'1.C'l Poole· Zion -- a nd the J m,ri::;h Are11cy for PE'.les

tine is the body officially recogni7ed under the British Mand te for Palestine 

representinL JevisL inter r-ts in tl e Je,1ish ational Hon • 

--3C--

#145 - 2/16/45 
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Memorandum 
Submitted ~n behalf ~f the .American Jewish Conference, American Zionist Energency Council; and the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

1. Rep~rts from the liberated areas of Europe reveal the appalling plight of the surviving Jews of lllrope. Not only has the Jewish population been decimated, but the psycholngical and material c~ndition of the survivors is in many cases be
yond descripticn. 

2. As rine example we cite the case r,f the Jews of Ru.mania of whom there are t~day about 270,0CC. Persecuted and robbed under the Axis, they continue today to be sill8led ~ut as pariahs in a state where a long es tablished anti-semitism has been nurtured by the pnisnn of Nazi propaganda. A representative of the Jewish Agen~y at present in :hlchare~t reports that: 
11
The maji,irity are c~mpletely pauperized; withr'lut means of existence , without f~od, without cl~thing, and in many cases ~ith~ut a place to sleep. But ab~ve all they are afflicted by fear ~f the future and a general sense of despair. At least BO% of Rumanian Jewry wishes to gr, to Palestine. When the news r eached Bucharest that fr~m 500 to 700 Palestine immigraticn certificates per n:cn th were all that \Vere available for Rumanian Jewry ( and that only unti 1 the balance remaining under the iVhi te Paper run ut in April) there was a general day r"f mnurning an.cng the Jev1s," 

3 , Everywhere amr,ng the Jews of Europe ther is an over-;-;helming demand t emigrate and begin life afreRh in Palestine. But the number of Palestine irr nigrati~n certificates still available under the Wl:it e Paper is so negligible in relation to Jewish needs, that that immigration may be regarded as virtually st pped. The conscien~e of mankind has been deeply shock d by the outrages perpetrated n the J ews. The answer however, in the past, to every plea fr action by the United Nations to save these victi~s of the Nazis, was ttat there was no p ssibility of talcing effective measures to r escue any large numbers as lcng as they wore in enemy cnntrolled territory. Today the fate "'f m~st nf th ~c who surviv is in the hands of the United Nations. The world will not understand a policy of inactir'ln at a tie when delay may mean for these people death by starvation and dis uase. Tney plead to be allf'wed forthv;ri th to rebuild their lives in tr , lTn,·•i"' r t · rr,,, r rr • It is inc1;n~eivable that while their own pe('ple in Pal t- ... t ... r.t; u...: L \.,.· t~. t:, r. rc.;c0ive and welc~me th m, they should be condemned to ccntinue in utter hrp~lcssness where they are unwanted and do n t -r1i sh t~ remain in surrcundings assl"lcia ted for th m -v1i th 
re ollections of grief and horror. 

4. \Ve believe tta t even aR a war measure the pol icy f the \Vhi te Paper was short-sighted and mistaken, Its appli ation tnday is as indef n ible as it is heartless. One result of this p licy is that even when ajti~n is taken by the democratic powers in bebalf of the refugees, that a tion is vitiated by the refusal to recngnize that an end must be put t"" Jev1ish wandering and that every J L \7 whn sn esires must be entitled to entt3r Po.lestine as of right and tn ~ettla amnng his cwn 
people there. 

5. A striking instance of the futility and cruelty of a pnlicy ~hich ignores this claim has just arisen in connecticn with some l ,7C Jow3 wh had escaped from Germany and are now in Switzerland. It appears that this gr up cann t remain in rwitzerland and is ab~ut tc be sent t tempcrary refugee ca~ps in Algiers. The great mo.jnri ty of them had eagerly lC1oked ft'lrward tr> settlement in Pales tine and 
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their disapp0intment is corres1Jondingly intense. Tt.eir removal nm-: to n temp".lra ry camp in North Africa means the prol0ngation f"lf the individual tragedy r,f enl'"!h ,...f these refugees. There is no justification for the failure to send them to Palestine. If shipR are available tr, take them t" .j.1.gi ers, they must likewise be available t('\ take them in3tead t~ Haifa. The excuse that there is a housing shortage in Palestine is an untenable cme. Admittedly, just as with every ether country in tl:..t: wnrld today, P~l£stine suffers from a shortage of housing; but the Jews of Pnlostine are anxious and. if assisted by the local .Administration, will be r eady und able tf'J prC'vide the necessary accomnf'>dations for these immigrnnts. MC"reover, ther e are large UNRRA caffips in Palestine previously used tC" acc~mmodate Pole ~, Yugoslavs, Cz e cl.s and other"' wh are now r e turning to their ov:n c"'luntries. As a tenipcra.ry ml.a ure the J evdsh immigrnnts could be h 0used in these an;ps until th ir abfnrpt ion into the general e ccnomy C'f the ccuntry. The removal of the r efug ~es to North Afrir.a and their subsequent transfer elsevihere for final r ehabilitation i ... wasteful in t erms bC"th r,f human life and 0f available res~urc es and shC"uld be abnndrned in f av('\r of in:media te settl ement in Pa lestine. 

6. In the crucial decision~ no~ being taken, the questicn ns t0 wha t is t~ beccn:e f"lf Eurrpean Jewry cnn no longer b e igncred. Eight J0•,-;s in every ten in Eurape have been butcr.ered by the Naz is. Tr-e survivors a r e entitled to demand tha t the h0me promi~ ud t~ the J e~i sh pc pl e by the nati ons f tho horld a quart er of a c entury ngr. stall forth\7ith be opened to every J m1 wr..o wishes tr, e ttl e thc)re. ) I 
Pending the determina tinn f'lf the future stntus cf Pa l es tine R S the J v;i sl: J mm n- \\ wealth, there ~a n b e no _justifi ,ation fi,r dDlay on tr.. e que :::-tinn f irr.rr.ediate J ev;i--t immigration int Palestine. Time is all important and the issue mu s t b e doalt wi th no\7. ·1e appeal t,-, His Mnjesty 1 s Government to mee t this probl em in th e srune spir i t of brNtd nnd constructive .turr.anity and with the historic vision of its de ,ision ('IVer a quarter 0f a r-entury ag('\ \VI'..en it in ued t.b.. Balff'ur D clrtrn ti0n, with it"' promi e nf a re~tf'lred l:r,~eland fr the J ewi sh pe ple. 

2/16/ 45 

• 
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G<:.mtlemen: 

I sh~ll t attend the meeting of th 
h '-, 11 no 

Interim Committee schedul d for Sund~y, F,b
r11a:.. y 25t·1~ 1'94_5 at 10:30 i .. ,.M. at the Hot l 
Biltmor, Ne ~ Yor{ City. 

Nl~E --------------------
:1.DD ES -------------------
REM.:~~S -------------------



AME RI CAN JEV, IS H CuN'.BEREUCE 

l3 UDGt1.._ ioR 1945 

Administrative Expenses: 
Salaries (Executive and 
Rent . . 
Fare and Tr ave ling . 
Printing , . 
Office Supplies . 
?oste.gc . . 
Telephone and Telegrams 
Electricity . . 

• 
It 

• 

• 

Auditor . . . 
Reporting Servi oos . 

Staff) . 
• 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• 

• 

Addi tiona.l Equipment, Furniture 
and Office Renovation . • Uiscellancous 

Dopartmont of Research: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

Library of Information - Documentary 
mat erial, Books, :i1,iagazincs, etc; 
ot~ft • . . . 

Overseas Dcpartco~i: 
Reserve for Traveling Ezpcnsos, 

hero and abroad; Fore i gn 
Correspondents and staff. • 

?ublic Relations ani Publications: 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

11 Conf ur un re R8 cor d11 and weekly "Bull etin"; 
11 Conferen03 Proceeding s1i ; other publications; 
st aff; subscriptio is and newspupers . . 

?ublic Functions; 
Pub lic meetings, Conf erences, Radio, 
Advertisements . . . . . 

C~mmun ity Relations . • • • 

Gover nm nt Relatiom 

• 

• 

tashingt on Office . . . . • . . 
Dolcgu.t ions to I nt er nntionnl Cbnf erences 

~.!eetings 
Int erim Committee and Standing Committees 
Third Session . • . • . . 

2/19 /45 

• 

• 

$37,000.00 
5,500.00 
5,000.00 
5,000eOO 
2,000.00 
6,500.00 
5,000.00 

600.00 
900.00 
750.00 

3,000.00 
1,500.00 $72,750.00 

12,000.00 
25,000.00 

10,000.00 
10,000.00 

25,000.00 

23,000.00 

31,000.00 

35,000.00 

12, 000 .00 

37,000.00 

20,000.00 
$255,750.00 



( ., 

' .. 

cash in Bank 
cash on Hand 

petty Cash Fund 
Traveling Fund 

Allocations Receivable 
Prepaid Expenses 
Furniture and Equipment 

Notes Payable, Bank 
Accounts Pay ab le 
Loans from Organizations 

A?alRI O,AN .nlWI SH OONDn:temom 

STATEL:ENT OF FIN.ANCIAL OONDITION 
DECE~~ER 31st, 1944 

ASSETS 

$ 1,is. 63 
122.90 

$ 5,665.46 

268 .53 
10,665.00 

777.65 
1,935.40 

Total Assets . • • • • • 

LI.ABILITIES 

$ 4,000.00 
6,157.83 
6,000.00 

• $ .... 19,312.04 

Total Liabilities .... $ 16,157.83 
Surplus 

OPERATING STATEUENT 
ljl/44 to 12/31/44 

INOOd 

Contributions from Organizations 
on a/c First Session 

Miscellaneous Receipts (L~terature, otc.) 
Publication of 11Conferonce Proceedings" 
Mass Ueetings: 

Carnegie Hall, 4/19/44 
Madison Square Park, 7/31/44 

Conmunit7 Fund Raising 

Commissions and Administrative 
.Research 
Public Relations 
Publications : 

Conference Record and Bulletin 
Conference Proceedings 
Report of Interim Committoo 
Roprint of Survey 

Soeond Sossion 

Deficit - 1943 
Surplus - 1944 

$1,536.90 
3,880.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 

$ 6,411.96 
6,o:56.27 

769.48 
700.00 

$ 1,950 .oo 
377.50 

1,045.12 

5,416.90 
95,944.48 

$ 57,154.90 
7,019.46 

14,246.21 

13,517.71 
6,211.38 

3,154.21 
i'' 19,312.04 

$104,734.00 

98,149.66 
$ 6,584.34 

3,430.13 

l 3, 154.2.! 

Milton Solina, J.ttornoy and Accountant 
250 wost 57th Stroot, New York City 



Please note tha.t"Allocations Receivable" under ".Assets" in the emourt 
of $10,665 refers to definite allocations ma.de by Federation and ~elfare 
Funds. In accordance with their procedure, these are being paid on an 
installment basis. 

fht.refore, there will actually be a. surplus for 1944 only when these 
allocations are fully paid. 
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Commissions and Administrative 
Administrative Committee $ 
~.:u;iiting 
Bank Charges 
Eloctri city 
Faros ['.lld Traveling 
Depreciation; Furn. & Equip. 
Grat u.i t io s 
Insurance 
Interest on N~tos 
Meetings and Functions 
UllRRA Representation
Meeting, 4/19/44 
Meeting, 7/31/44 
Messenger Service 
Miscellaneous 
Office Supplies 
Postage 
Printing 
Rent 
Rental, Office Equipment 
Repairs, Servicing 
Reporting Services 
Salaries, Exe rutive 
Salaries, Clerical 
Telephone and Telegro.ms 
Towel Service 
Water Cooler Service 

RGsearch 
Subscriptions & Literature 
Salaries 

?ublic Relations 
Miscelllo.neous 
Postage 
Newspapers, etc. 
Advertisements 
.Articles Written 
Subscriptions 
Salaries 

185~ 75 
600.00 

6080 
505.,53 

3,795.45 
483~85 
40.94 
55.00 

121.52 
1,834.94 

708.84 
1,282.41 
5,878.97 

215. 95 
376.45 

1,683.48 
2, 696.-'16 
2,495.96 
5,066.72 

~ 286.~9 
283.53 

1,117.70 
10,206.68 
13,995, 76 
3,056.22 

62.50 
112.00 

$ 519.54 
6, <'~99 c 92 

$ 7,019,46 

$ 124.34 
1, 138,05 

427.49 
1,398.96 

130,00 
12.87 • 

11,014.50 
$14,246.21 

Pub licntions 
Confol'cnco Re rord) 
Bulletin ) $ 6,411.96 
Conforcnco Proccodings 5,636.27 
Report, Interim Comnittoc 769.48 
Reprint of Survey 700.00 

$ 13,517.,71 

Second Session 
Badges and Printing $ 
Delegates Sorvice·.·Dopt. 
Gratuities 
Miscellaneous 
Office Supplies 
Staff 
Reporting Services 
Traveling 
Express age 
Rental, Hotel 
Rental, Staff Rooms 

170.70 
400,00 
104.56 

10.00 
147,88 
925.79 

2, 586,91 
909,95 

73083 
482. 71 
399.05 

6,211.38 

?.:ilton Solins, Attorney and Accountant 
250 West 57th Street, New York City 
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.AMERICAN JD'lISH CONFERENCE CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

IV• 
Thursdey, February 22nd, 1945 

FRESENT: Louis Lipsky, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for Dr. Stephens. Wise), 
Mrs, Moses F. Epstein, Jane Evans, }-rof 0 Hayim Fineman, Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Judge Nathan D. }erlman and Herman Shulman. 

Staff: I.L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A.S0 Kohanski, Mrs. Ann Jaroho, Mrso Florence 
Kaplan, and Allen Roberts. 

MINUTES OF FREVIOUS MEETING 2/8/45 - Approved 

OOMMUNICATivNS 

The Chair reported that communications had been received from 
As~istant Secretary of State Archibald MacLeish stating that rescue, relief sf 
peorles in liberated areas~ and post-war plans of reconstruction are urgent pro~ 
blems receiving the constant attention of the Department of State and other agencies 
of the Government; and from Joseph 00 Grew, Acting Secretary of State, emphasizing 
that the State Department's policy on the punis11ment of war criminals rrovid0s 
Hfor the punishment of Gerl'!lan leaders and their as~ociatos for their responsibility 
for the whole broad criminal enterprise devist.~a and executed with ruthless ciie
regard of the very foundation of law and r10ra1i ty, inclu<~ ing offenses whore,rer com;-.. 
mi tted against tho rules of war and against ninority eler.ients, Je~ish and other 
groups, and individu.als 0 tt 

The MacLeish letter was in response to tho congratulatory 
message to the President and the Grew letter in response to a telegram from tho 
Executive Committee. 

COvl-TIJNS TO INTERIM COMMITTEE 

In view of the fact that Joe Weingarten of Texas had not 
accepted a. place on tho Interin cocni ttee, Mr" ShuJ.nan nove" that the :plv.ce 
0fferea to Mr. Weingarten be declared opono CARRIED. 

There being two vacant places on the Intcri□ Cocmittee, Juogo 
r crlnan movea that the first rlace be given to Rabhi Joseph H. Lookstein. CARHIEDQ 

The following wero nooinnted to fill tho second placo: 

Ya-o Shulnan noninated Albert Eo Kahn 
Juoge rerlnan nominated Ha;rol~ OcN• Frankel 
Mr O Gol lnan nonina t cd Jacob Marrus 
~rofo Finuoan noninatod Ralph Wechsler 

Mr. Kahn was declarcct oloctoo. 

Voto: 5 
l 
1 
1 
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• ELECTION OF I-ALESTINE COMMITTEE CH.AIRMAN 

Judge 1-' crlman. 
Dro Golnst oin noninatea Dro Stephens. Wise, soconnod by 

Mr. G0llnnn noMinatoa Rabbi Josoph H0 Lookstoin. 

A vote vJas taken ana Dro Wisc was n eclaron oloctocl as Chairnan of tho Comi tt oc 
on I-al ostino, five to onoo 

Mr. Gellman then mnno tho following statonont for tho rocord: 

uwo fool that an injustice is none to our bloc, which is tho 
t hira largest in tho Anori can J 0v,1ish Conforonco. As tho Conference is cons ti tu tJ<l 
t oday,. it is as follo 1.1s: tho co .. •chairr.ion consist of two Zionists o.nd the thirrl one 
is also, in ny op:nionr a goon Zionist. I think Mr 0 Monsky is also a v ery good 
z· .onist(I Tho chairnan of tho Conn i tt ,J o on Unit~ J owish R.Jprosontation is a 
?:ionis,:, Judge Rothenb erg., Tho chairMan of tho Cor..r:,i ttoo on Rescue 1s ono of 
t.h o Labor Zionistso The .chairnan of the Oomitteo on }-ost-War is representing 
tho Reform R0li gious :Bloc~ The R,Jligious Orthorlox Bloc has no r esp onsible job 
in this ,Mi orican J o•.Iish Conf ,Jr onco 0 We felt that this office:> Jhich is a rcspon
~iblo office , shoula bo given to our bloc0 Dr 0 Wie o aoos not noon the chairoan4• 

sh ip~ He is tho chairoa.n of the Zionist ID:lcrgoncy Council and ho noes not nood 
it at nll ~ He is the 1-'r osioont of tho \lorln J o1.,ish Oongross 0 Z:,resi~cnt of tho 
lu:1.erican ,.T owish Qong1. .. oss, Chnirnan of tho Zi onist Fnorgoncy Council, and when ho 
ap:r 0ar;.; somc\vhor o 0 hu no ,)s not neo~ to bo specifi ed as tho Chairr-1an of tho 
Pal 8 S t;in o Coor:1i ttoo () Vi C n0on young a.nn new oen ann goon n ono Wo neon then in 
the ArJerican J o1.1ish Conf oronc o onn if you vJill elin:tnato our bloc 0 ana by this 
nction you h~vo none that~ r no not t..hink there is a :rlaco for us to r emain in 
tho Conferenct1 0 I on not tolling you that officially~ but if wo v;ithar aw in the 
next we ek or t 1No 1 ao not b o surprisonc 11 

:El..ECTION OF TREASURER 

Mr 0 Shulr.1an coven that Mr 0 H0ronnn Stern be ol 0cto~o CARRIED. 

REE-ORT ON RESCUE 

On bchnlf of tho Conni tt oo on Rescue, I-rof ~ Ftncr.mn rep orter' thnt 
government officials were concentrating on nensurcs to cff oct the ros~~o of larg o 
nunbors of J owe thr·ough Swi tzcrlanne 

Dro Golnstoin ro:portod that ho h..'l.n not with govcrnnent offici r'~B 
in behalf of the Conf orcnco nna han nwo inquirios anr1 urgon action in this co:~-· 
noctionc (Report on file~) 

REF-ORT ON UNITED J:E'l7ISH R:El-RESfflTATivN 

Mrr Grossnen, on behalf of the Cof.ll""\ittco, anr, in tho ~beonco of 
Ju,,go Rothenberg, suboit·t00 a. report (co:ry of which is a.ttachca.) and rca11 tho 
:proposal for coop oration subt1i tt ..,~ by tho Worl<"l Jewish Congross (corY of which 
is attachccle) 
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Mro Grossonn ·th.on statcn ~ 1:\ihen I asker' Dr. Go lno[11ln whether the Worln Jewish Congress ~vouln 'tio in fnvor of establishing a kinn of joint rcprosontation, acting as n bony for -tho c□ergonc.;yr ho answorea~ 'No 0 Wo have no intention of cntoring into an agroon0nt with the British Bo;u-~ of Deputies ana your organization which wouln l Jn.n to tho forna.tion of n bony which will act as a joint council o t The World J t)Wish Oongross hn.s in ninn an arrangenon t as follows: whon tho occasion arisosv tho three bonios cone togoti1or ann act together but that thoy have no joint instrunontali ty0 " 

Mr• Shulnnn then :proposoa tho following prograo of coo:r erati on: 

1 0 All roproscntations to tho Anorican Govornncnt woulrl b0 nano by tho Ar.1oricnn Jowish Conforonccli with tho sup:rort of tho lilorla Jewish Congross 5 

2o In foroien lonns~ tho viorln J~wdsh Congress shall mako r oprcs cntations in its O\vll namo, vJith the sup-port of tho Anoricnn J ewish Conference,. 
3o Rorre8ontations to foreign onbnssi 0s in tho Uni ton 8tatos will be □nrl e by the Worln J ewish Congr ess. 
4 0 United Nation!s ConforoncJs, wherever heln, wh ether in this country or olso1.·:horo, shoulf! be r 0prcsonton by a Joint Coor,,itteo of tho follow .... ing organizations: tho Conforonc0; tho \iorln J .:. i.1ish Congress rain tho Board of Doputics of Br~.-t,~sh Jews,, but in those cnnfercncos, while we wouln be an integral pnrt of thnt joint cor:inittoo: w:tth roprcsontation0 tho v-i orln Jov1ish Congress woul<:l pr opnrc tho nor,oranna to no su1:ni tton~ 

It was agr con thn t a special nccting of tho Exocu ti vo Conr. 1 ttco be hcln on Thurs-lny~ March lsts, to consinor this oatter 0 after 1 t harl boon g~.von consincration "by tho Oonr1i tto0 on Uni ton J owl sh Rcprosonto.tion and tho Into:rio Con•-· mi tt oc. 

DELEGATION TO HALIFAX 

Mr 0 ShulQrui rororton that roprosontativos of the ,Nnerican J owi3h Conforcnco, tho Atlcrican Zionist :Er orgoncy Council nnn tho J c:Wish Agoncy for :E-nlestino han submi ttod a. nonoranaun to Lorn Hnlifnx which noal t with tho natter of ir.migration , asking in of f eet for the a'hrogation of tho Hhi to l-npcr~ ronr1 ing a. fl ,J cision concerning thl-.:i cstablishn0nt of l:-al 1,stine as a Jevlish Conr.10nw oal-l.ih r, T.ne connition of ,:rorlr, J 0·.1ry v1ns hrought to his nttontion. It was pointoa out tha t avcilablo certificates ,aero exhaustuo nnn ir.1r;ocli nt0 action wns n ocoss~y" rr 1 ~ aol t..:gation was authorizen by Lorn Htilifax to issue e. statcnont that tho r.cr!l or rcJ•·,:n ,roulrl•bo submitten to the Foreign Office with his reconnonrlation that it he gJ.\ :.-. urgent and v0ry sympathetic attention,, 

The Chair subni tte~ a copy of a telegrao froo the American Jow:l.sh Gonr.ii tteo to Viscount Halifax, sup:rorting tho apreal r.m.ne by the dol egation to 
h ashi ngto n. 



SAN FRANCISCO 

Mr. Lipsky inforno~ tho Exocutivo OoIJI:1ittoe thnt rlans aro being 
formulated with regarn to the Uniten Nation's Conference at San Francisco on 
April 25th, where, it is assuned 1 the constitutionru foun~ations for an int0r
national f\o~y arc to bo laia 0 A co□plcte ano cor.1prehcnsivo analysis an~ presen
tation of the prograo of the Jipericnn Jewish Conference, oorivea from the ~ecisions 
of the first encl seconn sessions, is being prepnrecl 0 this nocumGn·t to ~e u.sen for 
submission to our State Depart□ent ann, in all pro'hab~lity 0 'hefore a nut1l'ier of 
emtnssies interested, a.nn for circulation in cll peacu•·•.Pl.:-mning o:rgnnizatfons. 
It is to be used as a funnamental a.ocunent for all .Aoerica.n Jewish Conference 
pro):'agandaG 

Mr• Kenen stated that it was planner' that every nctivi ty of the 
Conference between now ond AJ)ril 25th bo geare~ to the United Nations' Conference 
in San Francisco and that it be usen as an orrortunity to bring beforo the pul'ilic 
the entire prograo of tho Conference., It is intenoed to ho la large meetings in 
mony parts of the country, sponsoren ~Y the .APerican Jewish Conference, nuring tho 
perion of a week to ten neys prior to the San Frnncisco oeeting, at which the 
program will be brought to public attention. It is also planned to send oelegates 
of the lu!lerican Jewish Conference to each of tho eight norril''Gl'S of the ,Aperican 
aolege.tion to the San Frtl.!Wisco Conference, this nelegation to 'he conposon of 
1 ean ors of the .Ar.1erican Jewish Conf orence plus one or two n elegates of the hor.10 
comr.iunity of that particular □e.tub'or. 

Miss Evans inforned the Coatlittee that the woek of Arril 15th to 
22nd is being sot nside as Du.':lbarton Oaks Week 0 a:na tho t syna.goglleS and ~hurc.bJ:J 
are baS.:ag askea to empi:iasi ze Dunhal• ton Oaks on Saturday ancl Su:nnny fl Ai"' r~.1 21 an·;1 
22n~o Miss Evens urgoo that the Conference participate :tn ·ii.his :rroiect: to the 
extent that the prograr.i of the Conference also ho publicizoo on these daYs. 

l·RO!-OSAL OF AMERICAN JEt·iISH COMMITTEE 

'Ihe Chair suhn1. ttea a letter froIJ the Ancrican Jewish CoIJfli ttee, 
asking that the Aoorican Jewish Conferoncu pa;rt:lcipate in a Cot1mi ttec on l- oc1.ce 
I--roblems sponsorea hy the .Ar.ierican Jewish Conni t tee 0 Iii was a.green that it was 
neither feasihle nor aesira'ble to accept the invitation~ A araft of a .cu-rly was 
considered anC, 1 t was agroea to present a re-nraft to the Interin ooani ttee" 

ADM:(SSION OF '.E'RESS TO INT1i'..1UM COMMITTEE 

It wns agreed that this natter ~e postroned for another month. 

The meeting then adjournen. 

fsk 
2/2i/45 

IoL• Kenon 
Executive Secretary 



REPORT OF MR. GROSS~.tAN 
for tho 

COUI.UfflE ON IDlITED JEWISH EJPRDSDN!rii.TION 

l. 'J:•he Conference announced that it has approved the formation of a 
joint com:1ittee, conposed of representatives of the Conference, tho Board 
of Deputies of ::aritish Jcus and the \,orlcl. Joviish Co~ress for the purpose 
11 to Yiorl..: out the moans whereby consultation and coordination aE1011g them
selves and such ot;hcr Jewish boclics as are in agreement with their general 
policy may be mst effectively secured, and their cor.non objectives affect-• 
ing post-war Je\·:ish needs attained.II 

2. ?rof. Brodetsky reported at the last meeting of the l3oard in London 
on his negotiations with the Conferen ~ and the \"iorld Jewish Corg ress, and 
urged the Board to a:.:,prove the proposal. The Foreign Committee of the 
Board. has already ap·~roved the proposal, which is subject to ratification 
of the :aoard•s plenary meeting. The World Je,;1iah Congress inforned us that 
it has, in principle, appr ovec.l the proposal. 

3. Judge Rothen·oerg and Mr. Grossman met Dr. Nahum Go lclmann and Ur. 
Baruch Zuckerman, representing the World Jewish Congress, with whom they dis
cussed questions pertaining to the formation of a United Jewish Representation 
and a closer and more effe ctivo cooperation between the Conference and tho 
Congress. Dr. Goldmann pointed out that while the exact structure of the 
proposed Unit0d Jewish R0prosontation, if such a body is to bo formod, is a 
matter to be discussed by tho Joint conrnittco of tho thrco organizations, tho 
iorld Jcuish Coagoas is □ost al'lXious to establish, without further delay, a 
full-fled.god. partnership e.nd worlcing agreement with tho Confercnco, both in 
rcgo.rd to current activities ll.Ild tho San Frcncisco Conference. He suggested 
that there should be n full exchange ofp~11forrnation and corrospondcnco; 
dny-by-dey worlc should be dono jointly /tho mcnibers of the t~10 orgnnizo.t ions 
both in l1c\7 York r.nd Washington. ~rr.ml rcprcscnto.tions to the U, s. 
Government o.rc to be mndo by tho Conforcnco. He proniscd to subnit in 
viriting the World JE:mish Congress proposals. 

4. Ou~ oPn Cor.1r.1ittce on United Jm1ish Rcprosontation hns boon forned 
and its first nee ting will tolco place on Sun:ley, February 25th, at 9 :00 A.!-.I. 
nt tho Hotel Biltr.1oro. 

5. Tho nor; Dcpnrt1:iont of Overseas Rclc.tions hns been sot up. Co:blcs 
r1ere sent to tho Board of l10·1?Utics of British JeriS ui th a requo st, in vion 
of the forthconing Sn.n Frc.ncioco Conference, to opecd up tho decision rc
go.rding the proposed joint cor:ioitteo. Letters wore sent t.o tho Board in~orn
ing the□ of tho Conference• s recent nctivitios ond requesting then to looq, 
tho Conference fully inforncd of thoir plo.ns. Tho South .b.fricDn Jc\7ish 
Board of Deputies Vie,s notified of tho nogoto.tions thc.t hnw t[1:on placo in 
New York botuccn the roproccntntivcs of the :Boo.rd of Doputios of :British 
Jor,s, the Conference end tho Viorld Jevlish Congress. 

6. In o.ccordcmco uith tho progrcn of oxpo.nsion, tho ])Opo.rtnent of 
Ovorsoas Relations ho.s appointed correspondonts in London md in Jorusala:1, 
the first to cover the aroo. of Englnnd, FrnnCX3, l3olgiuo, Bollond and libor
nted parts of Western o.nd Contral Europe, tho other to cover Po.lostino, 
Turkey o.nd the Ba~...on countr1os. Tho corrospondonts will not net as offi
cial ropresonto.tives of the Conferonoo, but as corrospondonts of tho 
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Ovcrsons De-po.rtncnt only. Tl cir du tics \7ill consist of supplying tre 
DcpDrtr.1ont v1i th o.uthentic inforr.1ntion on Jewish life end dovolopncnts in 
their ro0poctivo D.rono. They nrc nlso to supply the Conforcncc with docu
ncntc:iry nntcrinl ncodcd for VQriouz representations to bo node on bchnlf 
of tho Oonfcronco to go-vcrnr..1ent agencies, 

7. Tho forthconing Sc!l.ri FrG.ncisco Conference requires ir:ncxlictc steps 
toviords the forr:c.tion of o. United Jcnish R0 prcsonto.tion or c.t lcnst o.n 
egrccnon t on cooporntion by the various Jcvish rcproscntc.ti~"o bodies, rnd 
tho I 1.torir.1 Cor.nittoo v1ill ho.vo o.t its next neoting to give directions as 
to tho line of policy to b0 pursued. 

2/27 /45 
dl.: 



J E W I S H CONGRESS ?ROPOS •• L ----------- -------- --------
V10.R:tnJG ~G:11.®l'r BY CLEE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS iJID TEE AMERICAN JEWISH CON----- FERENCE - • --

1) The World Jewish Congress ond the d.:cric£'.11 Jewish Conference will ct1.int .'."'.~ ... n 

the cJ.oses t cooperation in the fields of c.ct ivi ty cor:non to both, end this 

cooper.~tion will toke the form of continuous consult~tion ~nd exclk~ge of in,-. 

forrot:ton:) 

2) Cons·.1lt ['.tion end cooperc.tion will take place in the dny-to-de.y work both in 

VJashj.ngton, when the .. u:iericnn Jewish Conference shall hnve [',ppointed a perr.1c,nen·t 

rep:-:-esent c.tive in thl'.t city, and in New York. To facilit o.te this cooperc.tion, 

each orgcnization would invite the other to send represento..tives to its own 

executive end adninistro.tive bodies. 

3) Wt1e:1ffver. it is appropriate, representntions of a formnl character to 

goirernrae:: .. t c? govcrnr.:ental e.nd in ter-governrnento.l e.gencies wi 11 be rnnde by the 

two boligs togethero 

4) It ir-; :t·e~.o5~ :i.zad~ however, thD.t the Ar.lerlcmi Jewish Conference has primacy 

in 'lf~ ~~l,,:L16 of :fo::.•inal repre i:;ento. tions to the .nmerican government as the World 

Jew~.sh Cong· j&s h.;1s in Jvhe malting of forr.w.l representations to foreign govern•· 

ments and int e~ 4 goverru11ental bodieso It is agreed thnt when formal repres .:-; .a,~ 

tationz are m2.i~ by orJ.e of the two bodies under this arr c:ngement. it slw.11 

spec.i:f:i.calJ.y be stnted in the document presented that the representct ions are 

being rJaci.e w:i. th the support also of the other body. 

5) :tt: is agr.eel tl1D.t at e.11 international conferences where the Congress and 

thf3 •Jonf..,re:lc(.; R.r-e l·ep,,e!:'ented by delegations the delegc.tions llhal work 

together in the ·closest consultation. 



Bulletin No. 51 Pa,ge Four 

~?.DRitNDUl{ 
Submitted on behalf of the American Jev,ish Conference, 

the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
and the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

1. Reports from the liberated areas of Europe reveal the appalling 
plight of the surviving Jews of Eu.rope. Not only has the Jewish population 
been decimated; but the psychological and material condition of the survivors 
is in many cases beyond description. 

2. As one example, we cite the case of the Jews of Rumania of whom 
there are today about 270,000. Persecuted and robbed u.~der the Axis, they 
continue today to be singled out as pariahS in a state where a long established 
ant i-semit iAm han been nurtured by the poison of Nazi propaganda. A repr0senta
t ive of the Jewish Agency at present in Bucharest reports that: 

11 The majority are c·ompletely pauperized; without me'1D.S of existence, 
without food, without clothing, and in many cases without a place 
to sleep. But above all they are afflicted by fear of the future 
and a general sense of despair. At least 80% of Rumanian Jewry 
wishes to go to Palestine. When the ne,,s reached .Bucharest that 
from 500 to 700 Palestine immigration certificates per month were 
all t.lk-it were available for llumanian Jewry (and that only until 
the balance remaining under the White Paper runs out in April) there 
was a general dny of mourning among the Jews. 11 

3. Everywhere among the Jews of Europe there is an overwheL'ning demand to 
emigrate and begin life afresh in Palestine. But the numb er of Palestine immi
gration certificates still available under the White Paper is so negli~ible in 
relation to Jewish needs, that that immigrutionmay be regarded aa virtually 
stopped. The conscience of mankind has been deeply shocked by the outrages per
petrated on the Jews.. The answer however, in the pas't. to every plea for action 
by the United Nutions to save these victims of the Nazis, was that there was no 
possibility of talcing effective measures to rescue any large numbers ao long as 
they were in enemy controlled territory. 

Today the fate of most of those who survive io in the htmdo of the 
United Nations. The world will not understand a policy of inaction at a time 
when delay m::..y mean for these people death by starvation o.nd disease. They 
plead to be allowed forthwith to rebuild their lives in the Jewish National Home. 
It is inconceivable that while their own people in PaleDtine are waiting to re
ceive and welcome them. they should be condemned to continue in utter hopelezs
neEs where they are uuwanted and do not wish to remain - in surroundings associa
ted for them with recollections of grief and horror. 

4. We believe that even as a war measure the policy of the White Paper was 
short-sighted and mistaken. I ts application today is as indefensible as it is 
heartless. One result of this policy is that even when action is taken by the 
dezoocratic powers in behalf of the refugees, that action is vitiated by the re
fusal to recognize that an end must be put to J ev,ish wandering and th.at every Jew 
who so deoires must be entitled to enter Palestine an of right and to settle 
aIIX>ng his own people there. 

5. A striking instance of the futility and cruelty of a policy which ignores 
this claim has just arisen in connection with some 1,700 Jews who had escaped 
from Germany a.nd are now in Switzerland. It apPears that this group cannot rer.1ain 
in Switzerland and is about to be sent to temporary refugee camps in Algiers. The 
great majority of them had eagerly looked forward to settlement in Palestine, and 
their disappointment ic correspondingly intense. Their removal now to a temporary 
canp in North Africa means the prolongation of the individual tragedy of each of 
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these ref~es. There is no justification for the failure to send them to Pal
estine. If ships are available to take them to Algiers, they must likewise be 
available to take them instead to Haifa. 

The excuse that there is a housing shortage in Palestine is an untenable 
one. Admittedly, just as with every other country in the world today, Palestine 
suffers froc a shortage of housing; but the Jews of pales tine are anxious, and if 
asaisted by the local Administration, will be ready and able to provide the nec
essary acconrnodat ions for these imnigrants. Moreover, the re are large UNRRA 
c&-nps in Palestine previously used to accommodate Poles, Yugoslavs, Czechs and 
others who are now returning to their own countries. As a temporary measure, the 
Jewish imnigrants could be housed in these camps until treir absorption into the 
general economy of the country. 

The removal of the refugees to North Africa and their subsequent transfer 
elsewhere for final rehabilitation is wasteful in ter·ms both of human life and of 
available resources, and should be abandoned in favor of immediate settlement in 
Palestine. 

6. In the crucial decisions now being taken, the question as to what is to 
become of European Jewry can no longer be i~ored. Eight Je,rs in every ten in 
Europe have been butchered by t~ Nazis. The survivors are entitled to demand 
that the home promised to the Jewish people by the nations of the world a quarter 
of a century ago shall forthwith be opened to every Jew who wishes to settle there. 
Pending the determination of the future status of Palestine as the Jewish Cornroon
wealth, there ban be no justification for delay on the question of imnediate Jew-
ish immigration into Palestine. Time is all important and the issue rm.1st be 
dealt with now. 

we appeal to His Majesty• s Government to meet this problem in the same 
spirit of broad and constructive humanity and with the historic vision of its de
cision over a quarter of a ceniu.ry ago, when it issued the Balfour Declaration, 
with it& promise of a restored homeland for the Jewish people . 

. 
D I GE ST 0 F PRESS COMMENTS 

THE ROAD TO TRUE UNITY. 
"Judge Prosknuer issued a call to all Jewish groups and organizations for 

uni\y and cooperation on the basis of a minimum program ..• Zionists and non-Zionia\a 
could work together for Jewish imnigration, colonization and the upbuilding oft.he 
land of Palestine, he said, in his appeo.l ... 

If Judge Proslmuer really wan\s his appeal for unity to bring results, why 
should not he himself' and his group make the first step? The return of the Amer
ican Jewish Committee into the fold of the American Jewish Conference could have a 
grea.\ m:>ra.l effect on other groups and would really create the possibility for 
American Jewry to speak with a unified voice ... 

And is the American Jewish Committee GO sure that its approach to the Palestine 
problem is the right one, \ha\ to demand a Jewish home in Palestine is dangerous at 
\he preae.n\ m:>men\? 

The bes\ wi\ness against the Comni\tee•s point of view was its guest speaker, 
Mr. Sumner Welles, who until recently was actually the head of the United States De
partment of State." 

S. Dingo 1, The Day• NYC. 2/10/45. 

- ~ - - - - - - - -
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MINUTES OF MEETJNG OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Sunday, February 25, 1945 - Biltroore Hotel, Nevi York City 

IIo 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The meeting opened at 10:55 A.l.L with Kr . Henry Monsky presidingo 

The roll was called and the following were presentg Dr. Israel Goldstein and 
Louis Lipsky, Co-Chairman; Rabbi Abba Abrams (alternate for Rabbi Robert Gordis), 
Maurice :Bisgyer, Samuel Caplan (alternate for Dr . Stephen S . Wise) p Aaron Droock, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, M1ss Jane Evans (alternate for Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath), 
M. !Jaldwin Fertig (alternate for Si~ W .. David), Professor Hayim Finemm, 
J. George Fredman, Daniel Frisch, William Gerber (alternate for Sidney G. XUSWorm), 
Judge Lewis Goldberg, Mrs. Israel Gioldstein (alternate for Dvorah Rothb~d)p 
Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Dr. James G. Heller g Mrs . Barnett E. 
Kopelman, Charles p. Xrruner, Israel Kramer, Dr. Samuel Margcshes 9 Mrs .. Albert J. 
May (alternate for Mrs. Joseph M. Welt), Rabbi Irving Miller , Judge Nathan D. 
Perlman, litrs. David deSola Pool, William Rabkin (alternate for Mrs . Maurie~ Turner), 
Mrs. !Duis A. Rosett (alternate for Adolph Rosenberg), Judge Morris Rothenberg, 
Samu.el Rothstein, Rubin Saltzman (alternate for Albert E . Kahn), Benjamin Samuels, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman (alternate for ·Herman Shulman), William Siegal , (alternate for 
Frank Goldman), Siroon S-. Sobeloff, Charles Sonnenreich, Al.ex F o Stanton, Hermahn 
Stern, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, Mrs. A. H. Vixman (alternate for Mr s . Stephen S. Wise), 
Ralph Wechsler (alternate for !Duis Segal), David Wertheim and Baruch Zuckerman .. 

Guests: Oscar Leonard, Bernard Postal, Char lea Bosenga.rten o 

Staff: I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. ,A. S. Kohanski, Mrs . Ann Jarcho, 
Mrs. Sylvia Gilman and Mrs. Florence S . Kaplan . 

I. MINUTES OF MEETING OF JANUARY 12, 1945 - APProved o 

I I . lEPORT OF E»: WTIVE COMMITm 

On behalf of the Execu.tive Committee, Mr. Louis Lipsky, Chairman, 
reported as follows: 

1. Procedures - The new Executive Comnittee established January 12th 
had met four times and had voted to distribute the minutes of all its meetings 
to all members of the Interim Committee. 

It had been agre~d t~t: 

(A) The co-chairmen shall serve as ex- officio members with vote; 
(B) The Committee ~et fortnightly or more frequently; 
(C) That out-of-town members of the Interim Committee whose 

fareG are not paid by any organization aoould have their railroad fares paid by 
the Conference. 

2. Committee• - The Comnitteea on Palestine, Post-War, Rescue, United 
Jewish Representation and 11nence had been appointed, ex>noisting exclusively of 
delegates and alternates and an effort had been made to 1nclude persons who were 
active on the former Comni11ions as well as delegates who participated actively 
in the plenary sessions. Consideration had also been given to the recommenda
tions of the groups. The lists were being sub~itted with the understanding that 
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the Committees may enlarge their membership to thirty, with the exception of the 
Commit tee on United Jewish Repre.sentation, •hich would be limited to f i fteen. 
The list of Cqnmittees is attachedo 

3o Comnittee Chairmen - Acting under authority given it, the Executive 
Comnittee had elected Dro Stephen So Wise as chairman of the Cornnittee on 
Palestine. Mr o Max J o Schneider had been unable to serve aa chairman of the 
Comnittee on Finance and Mr. Aaron Droock bad been electedo 

4. Members.!!ip of Executive Co~i~tE:_e ... - Mrso Moses P o Epstein bad 
withdrawn because of pressure of other activities, and the Execu tive Committee 
re oomnended Mrs . Herman Shulman' s election in her stead o 

5o Treasurer - Mr . Hermann Stern bad been elected treasurer o 

60 Cooptions ~ The Interim Comnittee had coopted 13 delegates at its 
last meeti~ and had authorized the Executive lommittee to c~mplet e the l i st o 
With one exception , Mr. Joe W~ingarten, they had accepted cooption~ The Executive 
Comnittee had a.greed to coopt Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein and Mr ., Alb ert E . Kahn 
and to request the youth organizations to designate one representative o 

7o Activities 

(A) The d~ prior to the inauguration of president Roosevelt. the 
Aneri am Jewi sh Conference had sent a congratulatory message urging that the 
problems of reacue , po st-war rehabilitation and Jewish rights to Palestine be 
pl.aced on the agenda of the 13ig~Three Conference. An acknowled~ent had been 
received from Asst . Secretary of State Archibald Ma.cLeiBh o 

(B) United Jewish Representation - Inrnediately f ollowipg the last 
meeting of the Interim CoJI1Dittee, converaations had begun with the World Jewish 
Congress and the Board of Deputies of :British Jews looking to the formation of a 
United J~iah Representationo 

(C) Al though t:ne Coami ttee on Rescue had not yet been formed o 
Chairman Fineman had umertaken certain activities including the holding of a 
meeting of Hew York delegates and electors on Jebruary 12th. 

(D) war Crimes Comniasion - The announcement that Mr . Herbert C. 
Pell would not return to London as the ~rican member of the United Nations 
War Crimes Commission because of the failure of Congress to appropriate funds, 
had evoked a reaction from the Conference which in telegrams to the State Depart
ment and to Congress , had pointed out that non-participation by this country in 
the War Crimes Corrm1aa1on might weaken the psychological warfare carried on by 
our government to deter the Nazis from their crimes againat the Jews , and might 
thus imperil Jews still alive in .Axil territory o Delegates bad been asked to 
register their opinion with their Congressman o A few d111s later Acting Secre
tary of State Grew had given reassurance to the effect that crimes against Jews, 
wherever comni tted, would be punishable as war crimes and ha\ acknowledged the 
Conference telegram.. Mr. Pell had 'teen the guest speaker at the Conference 
report meeting at )Tt;W Yorko 

(E) Palestine - A plea to the British Government that- the doors 
of Palestine be opened imnediately to mass Jewish inrnigratlon had been submitted 
to Lord Halifax, British .AIDbaaaador, on February 16, by a Joint committee repre
senting the ,American Jswiah Conference, the ~rican Zionist Emergency Council 



and the Jewish J.cency for Palestine o Tm memoraIXlum !lad pointed out that few 
certif'icatea now remain, that great numbers of' Jews in Europe ftere now eager to 
go to Palestine and that a decision must soon be made to permit them to entero 
In that connection, attention had been called to the fact that some 1~ 700 Jews, 
recently released from Nazi concentra.tion camps, are to be sent to an UNERA 
camp' in North Mrica instead of to Palestineu where most of them hai expected 
to f!:P. ~e Conference had been represented by Dr . Israel Goldstein and the 
delegation had been authorized by Lord Halifa.: to say that the memorandum would 
be submitted to the Foreign Office with his re oommeniation th:-it it be given 
urgent and sympathetic consideration o 

(J) National Budgeti~= pursuant to 
action taken by the Interim Co.mmi ttee» the Sxecu.tive Committee nad authori zed the 
issuance of a statement in opposit. on to the proposal for national budgetingo 
The right of the .American Jewish C~nference to cons .i der this question hoo. been 
challenged by Babbi Joshua Trachtenberg 9 a delegate·· to the Conference on the 
ground that this was a aomestic matter and he had asked the "Cnterim Comnit tee 
to reverse the Executive Committee ns actiono 

(G) Future program "" •rhe Executive Committee had drawn up a 
program on the future activities of t he Confe.tence based on the r eport of a 
sub-committee, copies of which had been distributed with the Executive 
Cornmi ttee minutes of February 8th, 1945 0 

(H)_Q,ffice and P~!:!2Ea!.!. = The program of activities necessi
tated ·staff expansion and a eub•"'conmi'stee on Office and personnel consisting 
of J. George Jredman, Leon Gellman ~ Judge Nathan D. Perlman and Samuel 
Rothstein. together with Aaron Droock 0 chairman of the Finance Committee. had 
been created with ju.riadiction over personnel matters o Mr o Jredman had been 
unable to serve, unfortunately, because of illness . Up until now, the dutie• 
of the members of the staff' had been as•igned by the lxecutive Comni ttee, but 
in recognition of the fact that activitiea will be greatly expanded a.nu 
additional personnel will be required , the corrmittee 9n Of'fice and Personnel 
bad submitted certain recomnendations for staff as1ignment and these had been 
approved by the Executive Committee g Mr . Io L. Xenen 1• serving a.a the Executive 
Secretary of the Conference, Mr o Meir Groeaman is Director of Overseae Relation•. 
Dr. A. S. Kohansld is Director of Besearch, and Mrs o .Ann Jarcho is Secretary to 
the Budget and J'inance Comni ttee o Steps had already been taken to expand the 
staff. l(ra. Florence Strause Iaplan has been named office manager . Mr o Allen 
Roberta bas been engaged for public relations work, with special empbaais on 
radio. Mrs. Sylvia Gilman has been engaged as an editorial assistant. Rabbi 
David Sherman will work on a part =t1me basis as director of conmunity relations. 

1 '?he senice• of a number of writers and research work.ere and overseas corree
pondenta had already been acquired . It waa intended to engage personnel for a 
Washington bureau o • 

This program of expansion of activities will call for 
immediate financial support by the constituent organization• of the Conference 
and the communitie10 

(I) luture Orgap.iv.at!,<lll, and Belations with Constituent• -
Mr. Lipaq offered the f'ollowing propoaala~ 

"(a) In the furtherance of the program of the .American 
Jewi1h Conference in the field• of rescue, Paleatine and Pott-War, it eball be 
the duty of all organization• affiliated with the Conference to abide bJ the 
principle that formal or public representation• on theee matter• to thi• 
government or other government• be made through and in the name of the 
Conference. 
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"(b) All affiliat ed national organizations shall be guided by 
the policies of the Conference as det ermined by its plenary sessions, the Interim 
Coamittee and the Executive Committee . 

11 (c) When about to launch a project which falls within the 
accepted sphere of activities of the Conference, national organizations shall 
present it to the Executive Com:ii t ·tee of the Conference O The national organiza
tion may proceed to implement the task providing the Conference approves the 
project as desirable and feasible .," 

(J) ~ Francisco - Mr . Lipsky continued as follows~ 

"On April 25th, in San 1rancisco 9 the United Nations will 
meet for the purpose of setting up the constitutional foundations for an inter
national body. At this time » the precise agema of the United Nations Conference 
is not known " Nevertheless 9 it is clear that certain roatters which are of 
vital inportance to the Jewish peaple Ghould be dealt with at tMt conference . 
These involve such questions as an International Bill of Rights » the problem of 
stateless and homeless peoples , ard it is possible that the United Nations may 
then consider the question of mandated areas o 

•It is intended that the .American Jewish Conference shall be 
represented at San Francisco and represent American Jewry there . The resolution 
adopted at the first session provided g 

H 1This Conference requests the reoognit ion by the United 
Nations of the justice of the Jewish claim for repre= 
sentation , for the purpose of advice and cooperation p 
on agencies that have been and will be set up by the 
United Nations to deal with the problems of relief , 
rehabilitation r resettlement , and other aspects of 
post-war reconst uction ~o 

. "It is therefore clear that the .American Jewish Conference 
should ask the United l,lationa to grant a hearing to the Jewish people and to 
recognize the Justice of the Jewish claim for representation on all agencies 
that may be established to deal with post-war reconstruction and organizationo 
Our program for an International Bill of Rights should be embodied in the con
stitution of the United Nation• Security Organizationo Inaamu.ch as the new 
Uni tecl Bat ions Organization ia likely to become the successor to the League of 
Bations, it is conceivable that this meeting may prove to be an occasion where 
the United Nation• should be asked to reaffirm Jewish right• to :Palestine which 
were recognized by the predecessor organization, the League of Bationao 

• A program of action geared to the San J'rancisco Conference 
1• DOW being workai _ out by the Executive Committeeo 

"The question will arise aa to . the formation of a United 
Jewiah Representation at San l'ranciaco" This will be reported on by Judge 
Rothenberg. 

"Thia program of action will have relation to whatever achieve
ment ~ be accomplished by the Committee on United Jewish Representation, with 
the expectation tbat at the end of the proceeding or at the beginning of the 
proceeding, some form of united representation at San Jranciaco ahould be effected 
probably for that purpose for San rrancisco first, and then probably further on. 

•A complete and compreheneive atatemi,nt of the program of the 
American Jewiah Conference, derived from the decisions of the first and aecond 
••••iona 1• being prepared, for official submiasion to our Stat• Department and 
in all probability before a number of the emb&1eiea intereeted and for circulation 
in all peace-planning organ1 zations o It ia to be uaecl a• the fundamental documen, 
in all aierican Jewish Conference propagandao" 
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(X) ,Ainerican Jewish Comnit tee •- A proposal e~esting an informal 
conference on post-war problems bad been made by the American Jewish Comnittee. 
~he Executive Comnittee had come. to the concluaion that its acceptance is neither 
feasible nor desirableo 

AO?ION - At the completion of Mro Lipsqos report, the election of Mrs. Shulman 
to the :Executive Comnittee, Mro Droock aa chairman of the Jinance Comnittee, am 
Mr. Hermann stern as Treasurer, was approved o 

ro llowing an inquiry by Mrs o Go ldetein aa to whether alternates to the 
Interim Cocmittee would receive minutes of Interim Comnittee meetings, the 
question arose as to whether the coopted member■ might have alternates. 

Judge Perlman moved and it was secomed that the coopted members shall 
not have any alternateso 

It was moved by Mro Lipsky and seconded by Mrs. Pool that this motion 
be laid on the table o CARRIED. 

It was then moved by Mr o Lipsky and seconded by Miss Ivans that the 
same rule that applies to the naming of alternate• of rego.lar members shall apply 
to the coopted members o The Chair proposed that the motion provide that 
alternates be allowed for the 15 coopted members, those alternates to be named 
by the Executive Corzmittee "from recomnendations to be submitted by the coopted 
members. Mr o Lipsky accepted the Chair's formulationo 

It was then moved by Mr o Samuels and seconded that the zootion be laid 
on the table o The motion was ISBATIJ) o 

Whereupon , he original rootion was CilBIFJL 

IV. PRoPOSAL OF THE ~RICAN JEWISH COt.!MITTEE 

Mr " Kramer moved that the report of the Executive Comnittee to the 
effect that we do not accept the invitation of the .American Jewish Committee 
be approved and that a comnittee be appointed to draft a formal reply to be 
presented at this session of the Interim Committee o The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Wertheim and was CARRIED unanimou.sly o A draft of a reply was submitted 
by I.tr. Lipsky for the Executive Comnittee and it was referred to the Committee 
on United Jewish Representation, whose reviaed draft wae later approved. 

V • IEPQB'.r OF COMMITTEE j)N UJ[ITED JEWISJ!,,,R£,1.BiS:ZNTATION 

On behalf' of the Comnittee, Judge Roth£nberg reported as follows: 
At conference• with the Board of Deputiea of British JeWI and the 

World Jewi1h Congress , it had been agreed to submit the following to the 
reapective bodieai 

"It was agreed that subject to the ratification of the 
respective bodies to form a joint committee composed of 
representatives of the .American Jewish Conference, the 
World Jewish Congress and the Board of Deputies of 
British Jewe for the purpose of wurking out means whereby 
consultation and coordination aroor ~ themselves and su: h 
other bodies as are in agreement Ytith their general 
policy ~ be roost effectively sec: red and their conmon 
objectives affecting postwar Jewish need• attained." 
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This understanding subsequently was approved by the Executive 
Committee of the Conference, the World Jewish Congress and by the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the :Board . 

Subsequent to these conferences, meetings were held with Dr. Goldmann 
and Mro Zuckerman representing the world Jewish Congress, to work out an 
understanding on day-to-day cooperation between the Congress and the Confer
ence. The world Jewish Congress had submitted a proposal, a copy of which is 
attached. 

~e Rothenberg said that the Comnittee on United Jewish Representa,
t ion had met and ~reed to the first three paragraphe of the Wor 1d Jewish 
Congress propoaal, and proposed that paragraph 4 read as follows g 

•1t is recognized that the .American Jewish Conference has 
_primacy in the making of representations to the .American 
Government. When formal represen tatione are made by one 
of the two bodies to foreign governments and intergovern
mental bodies and agencies , it shall specifically be 
stated in the document presented that the revresentationa 
are being made with the ~upport of the other body ... 

Continuing Judge Rothenberg siated i 
"It is recommended that a joint cooperating council shall 

be established for the purpose of implemeniing the under
standings arrived at and an invitation shall be issued 
by such joint cooperating council on behalf of the 
organization• represented therein to Join the joint council. 

"Number 5 is eliminated ., 
1 Then we reconmend the establishment of a joint working 

comniitee which shall implement this underetandingo 
"le understand that the World Jewish Congrees has eetabliehed 

an office in Washington and our comni i tee thinks it would be 
deeirable if the J.merican Jewish Conference similarly should 
establish an office in Washington so that there might be d~
to-dq conferences and consultation& between the World Jewish 
Congress and the representatives of the .American Jewish 
Conference.• 

Jud.ge Rothenberg reported that up to this time neither the lorld 
J•~i•h Oongreaa nor the Board of Depu.tiea was agreeable to the establiahmen\ 
of a permanent joint working councilo So far as the Conference was concerned, 
it waa deemed deeirable to endeavor to eatablieh such a comnittee, but if we 
could not get that far, we should at least try to secure the establishment of 
a comni\tee that would act in a cooperative manner in connection with the . 
ea\abliehment of the San Francisco conferences and let. the rest take care of 
itself. 

Jollowing a lengthy discussion of the manner in which the proposed 
joint committee would operate and be con1ti\uted, Mr o Biagyer rooved that the 
Interim CoJ11nittee accept the proposal submitted by Juc!ge Rothenberg. Judge 
Perlman, with Judge Rothenberg concurring, offered an amendment that the 
entire mai\er be referred back to the Executive Committee of the Conference 
and tha\ the Conmi\tee on Representation be given power to &e\ o Motion 
CilBIJDo 

The Chair ata\ed tha\ the understanding between the World Jewi•h 
Congr•••• the Board of Depu.\iea of Britiah Jen and the .Americc Jewish Confer
ence is now being approved. by the Interim Committee o The matter referred to 
th• Execu\ive Comni\\ee and the United Repre1entation Coarnii\ee waa the propoaal 
from the World J•i•h Congreaa and the committee•• amendmento 
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VI . REPO ~ _Ql~T ..... llE.....,...F .... I ..... N.AN____,CE ___ CO __ MMI __ · __ T...._TE...,.._.E 

In behalf of the Finance Comnittee, Mro Droock, chairman, reported 
that in accordance with the resolution adopted at the second session, plans 
were being made to raise $250 ,000 for the Conference budget, of which $55,000 
must come from the national organizations and $195,000 from the communities. 
After listing the quotas fixed for the various classifications of communities, 
he appealed to those present to use their influence to see that the organiza
t ions and the communities made their proper contribution. He urged that there 
be a local Budget and Finance Comnittee responsible for departmental disburae
ments and for implementation of fund raising throughout the country, its 
chairman to be a c0:-->chairma.n of the national :Budget and Finance Committee. 

A motion approving the plan outlined by Mr . Droock and urging 
members of t he Interim Comnittee to cooperate with the Budget Comnittee in 
their several comnunities and in the organization of committees in New York 
and elsewhere was APPBOVID. 

VII . IETTEn l'liOM M:8. MAb.US 

The Chair reported that a letter had been received from Mr. Marru.e 
Which i.n substance stated that in the judfJDent of the writer, the Executive 
Committee had erred in naming Dr. Wise as chairman of the Palestine Corrmittee 
because he is already carrying the responsibility of the Emergency Council and 
the World Jewish Congress, and that he believes it was unstatesmanlike to 
name him i n place of the candidate recomnended by one of the groups of the 
Conference o 

It was moved by Mr. Samuels • that the letter from Mr D Marrua was 
presented to the Interim Committee and th.at t he Interim Comnittee, having 
authorized the action of the Executive Commit t ee which•• properly taken, 
find• no reason• to give any instructions to the contrary and passes to the 
next order of buainesa o• C.AtilU'.EI> unanimously . 

VII I o COMMI1'rEE ON .RESCUE . j ~ 
2/ 2.6 ,, ~> 

I n behalf of the tieacue Committee, Professor Fineman reported that 
meetings bad been held with officials of the War Refugee Board at which the 
Conference had urged last minute efforts to halt the Nazi extermination 
program. It bad been urged that warnings be iasu.ed by the :Big Three and by 
military authorities, that teeth be put into the work of the Commission 
on War Crimea , and that t be Red Croes take more energetic steps. He etated 
that rescue work did not end with the Nazi- occupied territoriea and also bad 
to be carried on in liberated areas, and that some understanding would have 
to be reached with the Post- war Conmit t ee on the overlapping of activitiea. 

IX. .RELATI_ONS WITH OBGANIZA.TIONS 

The propoaale submitted by the chairman of the Executive Committee 
(see page 3) were agreed to. 

X o NATIONAL :B UDCE'UE,q 

Comnenting on the protest submitted by :Rabbi Trachtenberg (see page 
3), the Chair statedi 
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ordered .. 

.. 

"I think it is eminen l.y proper to say that in the opinion of the 
Interim Comnit t ee t his is not a violation at all of the mandate 
of the convent ion with respect to ·the American scene because it 
deals with the whole q~stion of national budgeting which covers 
the entire gamut of overseas relief and we ourselves are inter
ested in t he quest ion of ·budgeting on the part ,of Federations and 
I think it should be di sposed of with that statemento" 

It was so m:)Ved by Mro B.o t h tein, and without objection, it was so 

XI. TRIBUTE TO HENRIETTA SZOLD __________ .......,_.._.._'""'._.,....ci:,ac=a·1>=,,,..,.,...,..._,,..,__~~-

Mrs o Epstein presented th foll owing resolution, which was ADOPTED 
by a rising vote: 

ILX:• 
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ttThe Interim Conmit t of t he .American Jewish Conference assembled 
for ite firs t meeting s i nce the announcement on February 13 of 
the death of Henr i etta Szold p pauses in i.\e delibe:rations as a 
tribute to her memry, to the greai crea~ivity of her epirit, and 
to her work for the Jewish people , 

"An .American j who understood all which that word implies, an ardent 
believer in the moral bases that make our life in this country 
affirmative s Henrieta Szold was alsop in the e-ame high degree, 
a great Jewess, a great Zionist, and a euperla\ive cra.fisman in 
the vineyards of Palestin for her people 1 s eake ~ 

"She was one of those rare human beings whose peraonali ties are a 
synthesis of sound intuition, keen intelligencei unflinching 
spiritual certainty~ and physical staminao In the new,..old land 
of E~etz Yisrael, there is no facet of life which ha• not taken 
some in;,rint from her d earning and her worko We who have seen 
the homeless children of Europe who turned to her wiih faith, as 
to a IIOther 0 we who were aware of the many practical enterpriaea 
of Hadaasah and of the Yi shuv for which she waa counselor, nourn 
her going~ W• hope t hat n the years to come the richnea• which 
she gave \o the p ople of Pales\ine will flower aa she would 
have wished and understood il in new hope and new life for Israel.• 

The meeting then adjourned o 

Io Lo Xenen 
Executive Secretary 
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!HE WORLD ___ __, - - -- - JErJISH - ... - -- - - CONGRESS -------.-.-~ 
v~o~G ~Gl'U&~ ;BY TijE WORLD JEWISH CONGBESS an TSE £1.ERICJ JEWISH CON-1.EHENCZ ' 

1) The World Jewish Congress nnd the ..r::cricr-n Jewish Conference will ~".intcin 
the closest cooperation in the fields ot net 1vi ty COr.n>n to both, C'.lld this 
cooperntion will tclte the form of continuous consult~tion end exche.nge of in-~ 
formation. 

2) Consultntion end cooperE-.tion wlll take place in the dE-.y-to-de.)' work both in 
i'/ash1ngton, when the .unericDn Jewish Conference shall hnve !'.ppointed a. -perl:U'.nent 
representc.tive in tlui.t city, and in New York. To fncilitD.te this cooperetion, 
ea.ch orgeJ1izat1on would invite the other to send representc.tivee to its own 
exe01tive end administrative bodies. 

3) Whenever it is appropriate, representations of a formal charecter to 
government,, governcente..l and inter-govern.cento.l agencies 111 be made by the 
two bodie together. 

4) It its recognized, however, t:J'.ul.t the .Americe.n Jewish Conference hae pl"imacy 
in '111 lllllcing of formal representationa to the .unerican government ae the World 
Jewish Congre s baa 1n the making of formnl representations to foreign govern
Illenta and intel'-governmental bodies. It 1a agreed thD.t when forme.1 represen
tations a.re me.de by one of the two bodies under thie arrf'.ngement, it shall 
specific 11.y be stnted 1n the document presented that the representc.t ions a.re 
being made 1th the support also of the other body. 

5) It 1a agreed that at e.11 international conference• whet• the Congress et/~u 

the Conference are represented by delegation• \he deleg~tiott• ad! work 
together in the dlo1e1t consultation. 
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In accordance with the resolution of the Budget and r1nance 
OoDDittee with reference to the 1945 budgetary requirement• 
of the .American Jewish Conference, based on past experience 
and the necessary expanaion of program and activities for the 
current ,ear, we herewith submit our request tor an allocation 
from your comnunity for the current 19ar. 

Sncloaecl la a copy of the proJected budget tor 1945 tor 
your guidance and information, along with other pertinent 
data. 

!he entire 1944 budget waa furnished by the Jewish coa111Unitie• 
of the Uni tecl State•. !hia year, it waa voted b7 the de legatee 
that part of our b'Udget be ahouldered by our constituent 
national organisation•. On the basia of present representation • 
aa between organization and COUIIIWlity delegates, 78~ ot the 
bu.4&9tary requirement• have been allocated to the comnunitiea, 
and~ to the national organization•. 

Thi• mean• that we must look to the Jewiah co11111Unitie1 for the 
aum of $195,000 and to the national organization• tor the IWll 
ot $55,000. Lut 79ar mazl7 commmitiea nade allocation• 1n 
accordance with their delegate repreaentation and their 
financial reaourcea. Many other commmi tie1, however, made 
inadequate allocation, reaulting in curtailment of pro,;ram 
and activitiea. 

The apirit of cooperation evidenced by your coamuni ty 1n 
making a 1944 allocation to the Conference budget 1• tul17 
appreciated. However, in view of the requirement• ot tbe 
expanded. and more comprehenaive program of activitiea tor 
1945, a• briefl7 outlined in the encloaecl data, we 
relp! .. ly request an increaeed allotment 1n the •wn 
of •'• • 

Beapecttully ~L~ 

~ 
Aaron Drooclt, Chairman 
Budget and Jinance Collllllllttee 

THB JNTBllIM COMMJTl'BB WAS BSTABUSHBD BY 111B DBLBGATES OP 111B AMBIUCAN 
JBWISH CONPBllBNCB IN NBW YORK, SBPT. 2, 1943, 10 IMPLBMENT ffl llESOLU110NS 
ON: THB llBSCUB OP BUllOPBAN JBftY; 111B lllGHTS AND STATUS OP JBWS IN 111B 
POST-W.U WORLD; 111B lllGHn OP 111B JBWJSH PBOPLB 'WJ11I llBSPBCT TO PALBS11NB. 
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SUPPIELitNTARY DATA ON THE 19'15 BUDGET 

The resolution dealing with the method of ·raising funds and adopted 
at the second session of the .American Jev1ish Conference reads as follows: 

"BE IT RESOLVED by the Budget and Finan CfJ Cormni ttee of the 
,American Jewish Conference, that the funds which wi 11 be 
required for the program of activity, administrative or other 
expenses by the ,Amerioo.n Jewish Conference, shall be contri
buted to by the communities, local or regional, of the country, 
and by national organizations of the country which are memberc 
of the Conference, in accordance with their proper and equit
able responsibility; these funds to be raised through the 
medi'Ur.l of existing instrumentality or cormnunity organization, 
or other method to be determined by the comnrunitiec, in order 
that the 81.lpport of the Conference shall come from the entire 
Amerioon Jewish conmunity in consonance with the representative 
demo era.tic character of the Conference ,u 

The Budget and Finance Conmit tee at the second session recomnended 
that the sum of $250,000 be fixed as the amount to be made available to the 
Conference for. the calendar year 1945. The statement of the Comni ttee was atl 
follows: 

"The estimated budget was based upon the experience of actual 
expenditures as reflected in the financial and operating 
statement of the American Jewish Conference for the first 
ten months of 1944; and, estimated for the remainine~ calendar 
year of 1944, will approximate $100,000. These expenditures 
covered the very minimum requirements with a skeletonized 
staff and limited soope of activities. The projected budget 
for the ensuing year is estimated on the aoEumption that the 
work of the .Airerican Jewish Conference, within the scope of 
its present program,will be expanded so that its present 
Comnissionc r:r.i.y zoore adequately discharge their work and 
responsibilities. 

This recomnendation also contemplates nececsary increase 
in staff and facilities to expedite the work of the 
Comnissions under the supervision of the Interim Committee .'1 

A, AAministrative Expenses 

These include salaries of executive ond clerical staff, printing, 
office aupplies, equipment, rent,postage, telephone, telegram, traveling and 
miscellaneous expenses. 

:B. Department of Becearch 

The Department of lesearch works in cooperation with existing 
research departments of constituent organi-.tions. It carries on additional 
independent research only when required re ccrds cannot be obtained through 
these sources or when c tu.dies must be made of uncoordinated material. 
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c. A major u:ndertaki-ng. during the year will be the elltablh,bment of 
a United Jewish Representation to coordinate and unify representations by Jewish 
bodies throughout the world before governmental and intergovernmental agencies 
and international conferences. A new Department of Overseas Relations has been 
established by the Conference for this purpose. 

D. public Relations and Pµblica.tiona 

The Public Relations Department issues a monthly publi cation, .the 
Conference Record, which is sent to the delegates, electors, press and other in
terested persona, and a weekly :Bulletin which is mailed to delegates . Other pub
lication• include the annual "Proceedings,• reports, pamphlets, etco 

E. Pu.blic Ju.nctiom 

J'rom time to time in the past the Conference has sponsored public 
functions to acquaint the public with the facts about the Jewish position overaeaa, 
and it is intended to broaden this work during the coming year, utilizing radio, 
the press . and other organs of public opinion. 

J. Co.nmuni tz .Relation& 

Thie work will be intensified so that comnunities tbrougb:>ut the 
C0\Ultry may be enabled to participate more actively in the support of the 
Conference program. 

G. Government Relation• 

It 11 intended to establish a Washington office o In addition, a 
sum has been reserved for delegation• to interna\ional conferences. 

H. )(eetiDQ! 

The comnitteea of the Conference include the Interim Comnittee 
which, during the past, met monthly, an lxecutive Comnittee which meets fort
nightly, and the Committee• on Reac,.e, Pale\Btine and Post-War. In addition 
there is a Comni\tee on United Jewiah Representation and a Comnittee on Jud.get 
and 11.nance. A committee on future organisation of the Conference is to be 
eetabliahed. Thie item provides for expenses of all the comnitteea and the 
expenaea of the third seas ion of the Conference, which must be held within 
a year. 

2/21/45 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE:Feb. 27, 1945 

MOOms OF EXECJJTIVE AND INTmIM OOMMITTEES 

I. L. KENEN 
, 

Enclosed you will find minutes of meeting of the 
Executive Committee held on February 22nd, 1945• 

The next meeting of the Executive Committee will 
take place on Thursdey, March 1st, 1945 at 6&00 
P.M. at the office of the Conference. 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

February 27, 1945 

To All Delegates am Affiliated Organizations 
of the American Jewish Conference: 

The Interim Comnittee at its meeting on Sun~, Februa~ 
25th, took action on a number of matters in connection with 
the forthcoming United Nations Conference at San Francisco. 

It has been ~reed that those phaSes of the American 
Jewish Conference program which may be pertinent to the agenda 
at San Francisco will be presented by the .American Jewish 
Conference in concert with interested Jewish bodies of other 
cowtriea. 

In furtherance of this program, the Interim Committee 
approved the establishment of a conmittee of •representatives 
of the .American Jewish Conference, the World Jewish Congress 
and the Board of Deputies of :Sri tiah Je~," to work out the 
means whereby consultation and coordination "among themselves 
and such other Jewish bodiea as are in agreement with their 
general policy may be imst effectively secured and their 
common objectives affecting postwar Jewish needs attained.1 

This prop0sal baa been approved within the last week by 
both the World Jewish Congress and the !oard of Dep.ities of 
British Jen. 

Prior to the presentatiOn at San Francisco, it is intended 
that the San Francisco meeting shall be utilized as the occasion 
for the widest possible dissemination of the entire .American 
Jewish Conference program, end in order that the viewpoint of 
American Jewry may be registered effectively on American public 
opinion, it is planned to hold large meetings in a number of 
the comnunities throughout the country under the auspices of 
the .American Jewish Conference in April. 

The Interim Comnittee ia requesting the cooperation of 
all national affiliated organizations arwi all comm.mi ty 
delegates to further this effort. 

THB INTBRIM COMMI1TBB \VAS BSTABLISHBD BY THB DBLBGATBS OP THB AMBRICAN 
JB\VISH CONPBRBNCB IN NB\V YORK, SBPT. 2, 1943, TO JMPLBMBNT ITS RBSOLUTIONS 
ON: THB RBSCUB OP EUROPBAN JEWRY; THB RIGHTS AND STAWS OP JB\VS IN THB 
POST·\V AR WORLD; THB RIGHTS OP THB J~SH PBOPLB WITH llBSP.BCT TO PALBS11NB, 



.. 

In addition to these decisions, the Interim Committee acted on a munber of other matters, to which your attention 1• directed. 

1) Jy unaniDl)US vote, it was agreed that a proposal ~bmitted by the American Jewish Committee was neither feasible nor deeirable and a reply baa been sent to the American J~i•h Cormnittee. Copies of both comnunications are enclosed. 

2) It has been agreed to intensify activitiea in the coming mon tha on all phaaee of the Conference program. 

3) A statement on the relationship of the Conference and its constituent national organizations was approved unanin¥)ual.y by the Interim Comnittee and a copy is enclosed. we truat that all the national affiliates will cooperate in the iq:>lementation of th11 polic7, which is in line with a resolution referred to the Interim Comnittee by the aecond session. 

le will appreciate your cooperation in all the foregoing matters. 

LL11 
enca. 

Very cordially yours, 

~H~~◄, 
Louis Lipsky, Chairman 
Executive Committee 



Dear t,tl' • Li pcky: 

C O P Y 

THm AJ,ERIC.AN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
386 iFon.rth J-i.venue 
Neu York 16, N.Y. 

February 16, 1945. 

The .American Jewish Committee has orgenized a Comuittee on peace 
PrC'.blems. Tht:3 per8onnel of the comni ttee is shown on the enclosed 
schedules I th5nk you v1ill agree with me that it is made up of a 
very distinguished boc.y of Jewish scholars and laymen. It has made o.n !n~erim L"i~>or-c, of which :t send you a copy. That Interim Report stre;3ses the ne•~essi ty of creatin6 , under the general pro'O'isions ot 
the nu.~oarton Oaks proposals, three Cor.m1issions~ 1, a Commission on 
the Protection of @unan R5.ghts; 2, a Commission on l:Iigro.tion: and 
3, a Commission on Statelessness. 

I think these projects will no doubt enlist the support of all 
shade~ of Jewish opinion and tha.t they are of vital importance to 
the protection of Ei.u-opean Jewry. 

I writ,e, therefo;;.,..e, to inquire whether you -r;ould come to an 
informal COi.1ference to conFJider the possibility of unified J'ewish 
8"..l.J!l;)Ort i'or these three projects. If you will indicate to me your 
willi11gt1~cs to do this, I will i r:-imediate:i.y take up wi ·th yo'.l th~ 
time and iJlace u 1 t is not my idea that this confer0n0a w~u:1.d. act 
in any fvrmal or daf:i.nitive manner, but that it would ioere·.~i' ]tt.y 
the ba8i~ fer action by all organizations, if they are so aav~~~d, 
for a common effort to achieve these results" 

i:.!r. Louis Lipsky 
Chair.man, Exa~utive CoIIInittee 
~merican Jewish Conference 
521 Fifth ~venue, 
New York l 7 N . Y • 

Yours fat thfully, 

Jose:>h :.: ~ Proskauer 
Presidet1t. 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONBRENCE 

521 J'ifth .A.venue 
}!cw York 17, N. Y. 
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J'ebruary 26, 1945 

Judge Joseph M. proskauer, president 
The MDerican Jewish Committee 
386 Jourth .A.venue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Judge Proskauer: 

The Interim CoIIlllit tee of the .American Jewish Conference bas considered your 
letter of February 16, 1945. 

At its first and second sessions, the .American Jewish Conference adopted a 
conprehensive progran covering Jewish interests in the area of rescue, post-war 
and Palestine. This program received the approval of an overwhelming majority 
of the delegates representing all Jewish comnrunities in the United States ond 
the maJor national Jewisn organizations . Al thollgh some organizations did not 
accept all parts of the program adopted by the Conference, they nevertheless 
remained within the Conference and continued to cooperate in the interest of 
unity and unified action. 

At the first session, representatives of the American Jewish Committee parti
cipated in the standing ex>mmittees and in the final vote on all questions. 
Later, to our regret, the American Jewish Comuittee withdrew from the Confer
ence. 

The Conference elected an Interim Conmittee at the first session and renewed 
its authority at the seoond. During this period, the Interim Comnittee of the 
Conference has pursued the task of endeavoring to implement the adopted progran 
and in view of the rapid approach of the concluoion of the war, is now intensi
fying i ta activities in many dire¢t ions. We regard the program adopted at the 
seaaiona of the Conference as directives to the Interim Committee. 

We have no · doubt that your proposal is dictated by a desire to unite American 
Jewry on a program for action to meet the post-war needs of the Jewish people, 
but we should like to point out to you that the Conference was established as 
the representative body of .American Jews for that very purpose, and we believe 
that such an objective can best be served through the instrumentality of the 
America\ Jewish Conference. • 

We would, therefore. welcome any proposals which you care to sub~it to the 
various committees of the Conference, which are dealing with all the problems 
to which you refer in your letter. 

It is our conviction, xooreover, that there is a greater need today than ever 
before for a unified agency representing all .Ameri <Bn Jews and we look forward 
to the time when you may find it possible to resume your place in the American 
Jewish Conference. the creation of a new comnittee or agency to serve the 
same purposes for Which the American Jewish Conference was established will 
only lead to confusion and tend to preJudice the attainment of our objectives. 

LL:a 

Vei:y cordially you- s, 

(Signed) LOUIS LIPSKY, Chairman 
Executive Coamittee 
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... S TATEl~N't' 
ON TH'S JCT.::,.~IONS 

of t1.a 
A~RIC.AN JEW:13:t C0NFEBENCE 

and ,.ts 
AF.FILI~ 0RG.ANIU.TI0NS 

Ad.opted by the Interim Committee 
at the Hotel Biltr.1ore, New York, 
February 25th, 1945. 

A - In the furtherance of the program of the 

.American Jewish Conference in the fields of rescue, Palestine 

and post-war, it shall be the duty of all organizations affili

ated with the Conference to abide by the principle that formal 

or public representations on these matters to this government 

or other governments be made through and in the name of the 

Conference. 

B - All affiliated national organizations shall be 

guided by the policies of the Conference as determined by its 

plenary sessions, the Interim Committee and the Executive 

Committee. 

C - When about to launch a project which falls 

within the accepted sphere of activities of tho Conference, 

national organizations shall present it to the Executive 

Committee of the Conference. The national organizations 

may proccoo. to implement the task providing the Conference 

approves the project as desirable and foasiblo. 

2/26/45 
DX 



AMERICAN JEWISH CONIEBENCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

ltINUTES OF EXECtJrIVE COMMITTEE !&}!TING 

v. 
Thursd9, March 1st, 1945 

PBESENT: Louis Lipsey, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for nr. Stephen So Wise), 
Jane Evans, Prof. Hayim Fineman, Leon Gellmen, William Gerber (alternate for 
Maurice Bisgyer), Dr. Israel Goldstein, Charles p. ICramer, Judge Morris Rothenberg. 
Heri:tln Shulman, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Alex F . . Stanton, and David Wertheim. 

Staff: I.L. Xenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. J..S. Kohansld, Mrs. AnnJarcho, Rabbi David 
Sheroan and Mrs. Florence Kaplan. 

MINU1$S or PBEVIOUS MEEI'ING 2/22/45 - Approved 

EIECTION 01 CHAIRMAN OF OOMMITTEE ON PJJ.ESTINE 

'?he Chair submitted a comnunication from Dr. Stephen S .. Wise, 
declining the appointment as Chairman of the Coimnittee on Palestine. It was 
moved that Dr. Wise•s declination be accepted With regrets. CARRIED . 

Mr. Caplan nominated Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, seconded by 
Mr. Wertheim, for the chairmanship. A mot ion to table, made by Mr. Stan t on 
and seconded by Mrs. Shulman, was defeated. Rabbi Look:st ein was elected , 
with Mrs. Shulman not voting. 

REPORl' OF COMMITTEE ON UNITED JEWISH REPRESENTATION 

Judge Rothenberg re-read the proposal of the World Jewish 
Congress for a world.?18 arrangement between the Congress and the Conference o 
(See previous minutes.) He then submitted the proposal drawn up by the 
Oonmittee on United Jewish Representation for the approval of the Execut ive 
Committee. After lengthy discussion, a new _draft was formulated (copy a ttached), 
it being understood. by rootion of the Exec:u.tive Conrnittee, that this agreement 
with the World Jewish Congress be provisional and subject to being super ceded 
by an agreement, if and when it is reached, between the World Jewish Congress r 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the American Jewish Conference . 

Judge Bothenberg rooved that the Chairman of the Executive 
Conmittee be empowered to appoint the necessary personnel to carry out t hio 
agreement. CARRIID. 

Mr. Grossman reported that a cable had been sent to London 
asking that the Board of Deputies of British Jews make a final decision with 
regard to the formation of a joint commit tee and that a reply had been re
ceived from Prof. Selig Brodetsky to the effect that the Board had approved 
the proposal and suggesting a meeting in April. In view of the urgency of 
the d.tter, the tbr.ee Co-Chairmen of the Interim Oomnitt~ end the Chairman 
of the Comm. ttee on United Jewish Representation discussed the proposals con-· 
tained in the cable from t-ondo n and sent a reply in behalf of the American 
Jewish Conference. Thia action was ratified by the Executive Comnittee. 
(Copies of exchange of telegrams attached.) 

Judge Rothenberg DX>Ved that a delegation be appointed and 
authorized to go to Washington to meet with all appropriate officials in 
connection with preparations for the San 1raricisco Conference. CARRIED . 



- 2 -

STA$~NT OF DR. XOHANSICI 

Dr. ICobanski submitted a statement in answer to remarks to the effect that the American Jewish Conference had ta.ken over its post-war 
program almost verbatim :from the World Jewish Congress. (Text attached.) 

NEXT MEET I NG OJ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Thursd~, 
March 8th, at 6:00 p.M. at the office of the Conference. 

FIN.ANCIAL REPORT 

On behalf of the Budget and 1inance Comnittee, Mrs. Je.rcho submitted a brief report on the present financee of the Conference am. urged 
the affiliated organization• to send in their contribution• inmediatel7 in view of straitened financial conditions. 

The meeting then adJourned. 

fsk 
~/2/45 

I.L. lenen 
Executive Secretary 
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..AMENISD DlW'T 
OF THE PROPOSAL :BY THE WORLD JEWISH CONGBESS FOR A WORiaNG ARRANGEMENT 

1. The World Jewish Congress, considering the denocratic and 

representative character of the .American Jewish Conference, recognizes the 

special posit ion of the Conference as the spokesman of the American Jewish 

Community before the American Go~errunent. Accordingly, representations to 

the American Government or it• departments or ~encies shall be made through 

the .American Jewish Conference, with the support of the World Jewish Congress, 

unless, after consultation, it is regarded as necessary, in a specific in

stance, that separate representation be ma.de. 

2. The World Jewiah Congress retains 1 ts right to represent all 

the communities and organization• affiliated with it in its aealings with all 

foreign governments. Representations to inter-governmental and international 

agencies shall be made jointly by the t?IO bodies, unless, after consultation, 

it is regarded as necessary, in a specific instance, that separate representa

tion be made. 

3. '?he world Jewish Congress and the .American Jewish Conference 

will maintain the closest cooperation in the fields of activity comnon to both, 

by im3ans of continuous consultation, exchange of information and joint action 

in the day-to-day work both in NeW York and in Washington. 

4. To fa.cili tate this cooperation, each orga."lization would invite 

the other to send representatives to its own executive and administrative bodies. 

5. The two organizations shall form a joint comnittee consisting 

of two representatives from each, for the purpose of supervising their comnon 

activities. 

6. It is understood that this agreement· shall be superseded. if and 

when an arrangement with regard to cooperation and consultation shall be arri vcd 

at between the :Board of Deputies of :Sri tish Jews, the World Jewish Congress and 

the American Jewish Conference. 

:3/2/45 
fak 
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COPY CABIEGPJJ.I FROM SELIG BBO:z:gTSKY 

N:BM3J INTL-U>NDON 144 1/39 JEB 21 
NLT LOUIS LIPSKY 
AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 521 FIJ'l'H AVE NYX 

Replying your cable Board Deputies meeting Sunday eighteenth approved proposal 
regarding Joint Comnittee STOP re also had i.mmediate discussions concerning 
San Francisco Conference which may deal matters affecting Jewish position many 
aspects we inquiring specifically concerning details agenda Francisco Conference 
and grateful imnediate information you rray obtain regarding agenda S!OP In view 
of extreme urgency and short time before :rrancisco Conference and because dis
cuasiona of arrangements by Joint Comnitte~ for consultation coordination •ill 
involve long del~ would s~est our three bodies propose telegraphically to 
other Jewish bodies on broadest basis including for example thoae cooperating 
at tJNBB.A meeting J.tJntreal as well as South ~frican Board and French and other 
suitable bodies a ·meeting in New York of representatives middle April with 
object secure greatest measure unified approach to United Nations at Francisco 
Please cable reply imnedia~ely 

Selig Brodetslq 

. 
COPY CONn:RENCS CABLED REPLY 

IL! SELIG l3RODITSXY 
WOBumT BOUSE U>NDON (ENGL.Am>) 

Without prejudice to Joint action on broader basis we suggest that British 
Board Jewish Deputies World Jewish Congress and Je,merican Jel'lish Conference 
iumediately set up provisional joint conmittee for consideration problems 
at San J'rancisco and that representatives of above three bodies meet 1n New 
York about April 10th STOP Please note Conference I s Interim Comnittee Sunday 
ratified original tripartite agreement and at same time unanimously declined 
American Jewish Oomnittee•s invitation for informal joint conference with 
them A«gndas Israel and Jewish Labor Oomnittee to consider forllfltion unified 
Jewish post-war program on human rights migration statelessness STOP we 
welcome return to Conference of any organizatiomiwhich have witblrawn but 
as representative body of .American Jewish Community Conference could not 
put itself in the position of reopening discussions or negotiation• with 
such organizations for a program different from that directed by mandate 
of American Jewish Community 

Jeb • 'i!'/, 1945 

3/2/45 
fsk 

.American Jewish Conference 
Louis Lipsky 
Morris Rothenberg 
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STA'mMENT OF DR. KOHANSJCI 

At several meetings of the Executive Committee and the lunt 
meeting of the Interim Comnittee, as well as on other occasions, statements 
have been made to the effect that the American Jewish Conference has ta.ken 
over its post-war program alloost verbatim from the lorld Jewish Congress. 

Anyone reading the Proceedings of the Jirst Session will 
readily see that a large number of delegates participated in the dis
cussions of the Committees on Post-War and Rescue and took an active part 
in the formulation of the resolutions adopted by the Conference . 

• 
In the course of the year between the First and Second 

Sessions, the Comnissions on Post-War and Rescue issued etatements and 
mem>randa on many phases of the Conference• a program. Of the three 
Statements issued by the Poat-War Comnission, two were prepared by the 
staff of the Conference on the basis of original documentary material and 
in line with the decisions of the Commission u a whole. Similarly, 
Memoranda and Statements of the Comniasion on Rescue were prepared by 
the staff of the Conference on the basis of material obtained from several 
sources. 

At the Second Session, the Resolutions on Post-war, with the 
exception of the Resolution on Restoration of Property, were prepared by 
the staff together with a Sub-comnittee of the Post-War Comnittee. 

It is, therefore, erroneous to say that the entire program 
of post-war Jewish rehabilitation and reconstruction that has been 
formulated by the .American Jewish Conference is a copy or even an adoption 
of that of the World Jewish Congress. The fact that the two programs are 
essentially in agreement does not make one a copy of the other. This does 
not mean to deny, however, that the Ina ti tute of Jewish Affc • t: of the 
World Jewieh Congress has rendered valuable advice to the Cor i'erence and 
its Oomnissiona, which was incorporated in the ·resolutions and statement• 
issued by the conference. 

3/2/45 
fak 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE: 

10:1MalilllS O ~ EXE CUTI VE AND INTERIM COMMIT'l!EES 

En.closed you will find minutes of meeting of t he 

E~ecut ive Committee held on March 1st, 1945. 

T'l e ne~t meeting of the Executive Committee will 

'\13.lre place on Thursday, March 8th, 1945 at 6 gQO 

? oMo at the office of the Conferenceo 

Mar ch 2nd » 1945 
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-.American JEWISH CONFERENCE 
521 FIFTH AVENUE NBW YORK 17, N. Y. 

BUttifIN 
Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 

OF ACTIVITIES AND DIGEST OF THE PRESS 
No. 52 17 .Adar, 5705 March 2,1945 .. 

MEETING OF THE INTERIM COMMIT'lD 

The Interim Oonmittee of the American Jewish Conference met on Sunday, 
February 25th, in New York City, to deal with a wide range of current political 
and organizational problems, and to r~ceive reports from the Executive and Stand
ing Comnittees. Henry Monsky presided. 

Louis Lipsky, Chairman of the Executive Committee, submitted a report of 
the Conference activities since the last Interim Conmittee meeting, in which he 
referred to actions .taken in the fields of rescue and toYlard the formation of a 
United Jewish Representation. He also submitted the program of activities which 
was prepared by a sub-Committee on Program, and apProved by the Executive Coimnit
tee, providing for the expansion of Conference work here and abroad, and prepara
tions for the forthcoming United Nations Conference. 

The Interim Corimittee approved all the steps taken by the Executive Committee .. 
It has been agreed that those phases of the American Jewish Conference program 
which 11JE:cy' be pertinent to the agenda at San Francisco will be presented by the 
Conference in concert with interested Jewish bodies of other countries. 

Aaron Droock: was elected Chairman of the Budget and Fina.nee Committee, 
Hermann Stern was appointed freasurer, and Mrs. Herman Shulman was named ~mber 
of the Executive Committee, replacing Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, who is unable to 
attend rooetings. 

• • • 
Considerable time was devoted to plans for the formation of a United Jewish 

Representation and closer cooperation with the World Jewish Congress, not. only 
on representations to government agencies but also in day-to-day work within the 
Conference scope. To further this program, the Interim Commit tee approved the 
establishment of a committee of 0 representatives of the .American Jewish Confer
ence, the World Jewish Congress and the Board of Deputies of British Jews,'* to 
work out the means whereby consultation and coordination "anK>ng themselves and 
such other Jewish bodies as are in ageement with their general policy may be 
most effectively secured and their cornnon objectives affecting postwar Jewish 
needs attained. u 

• • • 
There was little discussion of the American Jewish COmmittee•s invitation 

to participate in 11 an informal conference to consider the possibility of united 
Jewish support" for pr0posals covering protection of human rights, migration and 
statelessness. It will be recalled that similar invitations were sent to the 
Jewish LD.bor Committee, which witbdre\T from the Conference, the J\g\X\as Israel, 
which declined to join the Conference, and the American Jewish Congress, which 
11 an affiliate of the Conference. It was unaniIIX)u&ly decided to decline the 
invitation of the American Jewish Corrmittee (See letter on page 3). 

In hi& report on the activities of the Rescue Committee, Professor Hayim 
Fineman stressed that recent developments had confirmed the conviction of the 
people eng~ed in saving the remc.ants of European Jewry that, regardless of the 
mili,tary situation, many Jews can be saved, and that our Government ought to 
accelerate and augment the measures it has taken hitherto. 

Tribute was paid to the memor1 of Henrietta Szold, the "Grand Old ·I,ad)"1 of 
American Jewry, who became the Ii> tber of all the Jewi ah orphans brought to Pale•-

.....,,o 
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tine, and a resolution expressing the sentiments of the Conference was adopted. 
A statement on the relationship between the Conference and its constituent 

national organizations, providing for closer cooperation and that affiliated 
groups submit to the Conference all plans of ac•tivi ties within its scope, was 
apProved b7 the Interim Oommi ttee. 

Mr. Drooclc, Chairman of the Comnittee on Budget and J'inance, reported budget 
raising plane, and outlined a progam which called for financial support both by 
the Jewish communities and the national organizations affiliated with the Confer
ence. 

The following members and alternates of the Interim Oonmittee participated 
in the meeting: Dr. Israel Goldstein,, Louis Lipslq, Henry Monsk7, Co-Chairmen; 
Dr. Abba Abrams, Maurice :B1sgyer, Aaron Droock, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Miss Jane 
Evans, M. Mald.win Fertig, Prof. Hayim Fineman, J. George Fredman, Daniel Frisch, 
William M. Gerber, J'udge Lewis Goldberg, Mrs. I. Goldstein, Mrs. SaJm1el W. Hal
prin. Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Dr. James G. Heller , Mrs. Barnett E. Kopelman, Charles 
p. Kramer, Israel Kramer, Rabbi Joseph Lookstein, Dr. Samuel Margoshes, Mrs.Albert 
May, Babbi Irving Miller, Judge Nathan D. Perlman. l{rs. David deSola Pool, William 
Rabkin, Mrs. Loui~ Rosett, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Samu.el Rothstein, Rubin Saltz
man, :Benjamin Samu.el~, Mrs. Herman Shulman, William Siegel, Simn E. Sob eloff, 
Charles Sonnenreich, Alex F. Stanton, Hermann Stern, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, Mrs. R. 
Vixman, Ralph Wechsler, David Wertheim and Baruch ZU.clmrma.n. 

- - - - - - - - -
SAN FRANCISCO CON:&ERENCE: RE~UEST -~.R HEARING TO :BE SUBMITTED. 

The American Jewish Conference will ask the United Nations to grant a heari~ 
at their San Francisco Conference on April 25th to representative bodies of the 
Jewish people on measures vital to their post-war rehabilitation. 

It will request the United Nations to recognize the Justice of the Jewish 
claim for representation on all agencies that may be established to deal with post
war reconstruction and organization, in accordance with a resolution which was 
adopted by the deleg~tes at the first session of the Conference in New York in 
1943. That resolution provided that the II Conference requests the recognition by 
the United Nations of the justice of the Jewish claim for representation, for the 
purpose of advice and cooperation on agencies that have been and will be set up by 
the United Nations to deal with the problems of relief, rehabilitation, resettle
ment, and other aspects of post-war reconstruction." 

.Anx>ng the matters that will be brought to the attention of the San Francisco 
Conference is the American Jewish Conference proposal for an International Bill of 
Rights, which would embody: 

a. Fu.11 and complete protection of life and liberty for the 
inhabitants of all countries without distinction of birth, 
nationality, language, race or religion. 
b. Unequivocal equality of rights in law and in fact for all the 
citizens of every country. 
c. The inalienable right of all religious, ethnic and cultural 
groups to maintain and foster their respective group identities on 
the basis of equality. 

Inasmuch as the new United Nations organization is likely to become the auc
cessor of the League of Nations, the San Francisco Conference mey take up the 
question of mandated territories, in which event the Conference - in cooperation 
with the Jewish Agency of Palestine - would ask the United Nations to reaffirm 
Jewioh rights to Palestine which were recognized by the predecessor organization, 
the League of Nat ions. fhe Conference~ as well as the Jewish A1sency, are on 
record in favor of the imnediate opening of Palestine to large-scale Jewish inmi
gration and the reconstitution of Palestine as a Jewish Conmonwealth. - - - ~ - - - - -
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CONFERENCE DE CLINES AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTD IS INVITATION 

Following the decision of the Interim Corrmittee to decline the invitation 
of the American Jewish Committee to participate in an informal conference on a 
numoer of proposals which are already included in the program of the American 
Jewish Conference, the following letter was sent to Judge Joseph M. Proskauer, 
president of the .American Jewish Committee, on February 26th: 

st The Interim Comnittee of the .American Jewish Conference has considered 
your letter of February 16, 1945. 
At its first and second sessions, the American Jewish Conference adopted 
a comprehensive program covering Jewish interests in the area of rescue, 
poet-war and Pales tine. This program received the awroval of an over
whelming majority of the delegates representing all Jewish cormmi.nlties in 
the United States and the major national Jewish organizations. Although 
some organizations did not accept all parts of the program ad.opted by the 
Conference,they nevertheless remained within the Conference and continued 
to cooperate in the interest of unity and unified action. 
At the first session, representatives of the American Jewish Comnittee 
participated in the standing conmittees and in the final vote on all 
questions. 
Later, to our regret, the .American Jewish Conmittee withdrew from the 
Conference. 
The Conference elected an Interim Committee at the first session and renewed 
its authority at the second. During this period, the Interim Committee of 
the Conference has pursued the task of endeavoring to implement the ad.opted 
program and in view of the rapid approach of the conclusion of the war, is 
not intensifying its activities in many directions. We regard the program 
adopted at the sessions of the Conference as directives to the Interim Com
mit tee. 
We have no doubt that your proposal is dictated by a desire to unite Ameri
can Jewry on a program for action to meet the post-war needs of the Jewish 

• pe0ple, but we should like to point out to you that the Conference was es
tablished as the representative body of American Jews for that very purpose, 
and we believe that such an objective c~ best be served through the in
strumentality of the .American Jewish Conference. 
We would, therefore, welcome any proposals which you care to subm1 t to the 
various committees of the Conference which are dealing with all the prob
lems to which you refer in your letter. 
It is our conviction, moreover, that there is a greater need today than 
ever before for a unified agency representing all .American Jews, and we 
look forward to the time when you may find it possible to resume your 
place in the .American Jewish Conference. The creation of a new conmi ttee 
or agency to serve the same purposes f0r which the .American Jewish Confer
ence was established will only lead to ·confusion and tend to prejudice the 
attainment of our objectives." 

--------
si.rmmrr ON BELATIONS WiiH AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIOIS 
.Adopted by the Interim Cqmmittee on February 25th. 

A. In the furtherance of the program of the ~rican Jewish Conference in 
the fi elds of rescue, Palestine and post-war. it shall be the duty of all organiza,
tiona affiliated with the Conference to abide by the principle tbc..t formal or public 
representa tion• on these matters to this gevernment or other governments be made 
through and in the name of the Confer.ence. 
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B. All affiliated national organizations shall be guided by the policies 
of the Confer ence as determined by its plenary cessions, the Interim Committee 
and the Executive Cormnittee. 

c. When about to launch a project which falls within the accepted sphere 
of activities of the Conference, national organizations shall present it to the 
Executive Comnittee of the Conference. The national organizations may proceed 
to implement the task providing the Conference approves the project as desirable 
and feasible. 

-------
HOUSE COMMITTEE URGED TO EN.ABIE u .s .IEPRESEMATION O?l UNITED WAR CRill:S co~.n:!ISSION 

The resolution adopted at the meeting held on February 12th by the delegates 
and electors of the American Jewish Conference, Greater New York area, was forwar
ded to the Hon. Clarence Cannon, Chairman of the Sub-Comni ttee on Deficiencies, 
House Appropriations Committee, and to all members of the Committee. 

In the covering letter, the Conference pointed out that 11 the lack of Congres
sional appropriation to mae possible U.S. representation on the United Nations 
War Crimes Commission may be interpreted as indifference by the United States to 
the just prosecution and punishment of war criminals. 11 Further, the letter urged 
the C,omni ttee to vote for the appr0priation requested by the State Department II so 
that America may fully participate on the United Nations War Ctimes Comnission, 
whose work we believe must proceed without delay." 

On Tuesday of this week word came from the House Appropriations Committee 
that it had recommended the $25,000.00 appr0priation for the United War Cri.m!s Com
mission. The matter comes up in the House for final apProval on *rch 2nd. - - - - - - - - -

CQMPL'E'IE LIST OF LEMBEH>HIP OJ' THE INTERIM COIOIIT'lEE. 

At its last meeting, the Executive Comnittee filled t,10 of the three vacancies 
on the Interim Conmi ttee. It co-Opted Ba.bbi Joseph ~okstein and Albert E. Xahn, 
and has requested the Youth Organizations of the Conference to design.ate one member. 

Thus, the complete membership of the Interim Comnittee of the American Jev,ish 
Conference is as follows: 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsk;y, 
Maurice B 1sgyer 
Sigmund W. David 
Rabbi William l)razin 
Aaron Droock 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein 
Babbi Simn lederbusch 
Prof. Hayim lineman 
Mt-. J. George Fred.man, 
Daniel Frisch 
Leon Gellman 
Judge Lewie Goldberg 
1r ank Go ld.Jrim 
Dr . Solomon Goldman 
Mrs o Samu.el Goldstein 
Rabbi Robert Gordie 
Hayim Greenberg 
Mrn • Samu.el W. Halprin 
Mrs • Hu.go Hartmann 

Henry Monsky, - Co-Chairmen; 
~r. James G. Heller 
Albert I. Xahn 
~dgar J . ICaufmann 
Mrs. Barnett E ICopelman 
Charles p . X:ramer 
I sr ae 1 ICramer 
Sidney G. :tuaworm 
Judge !Duis E. Levinthal 
Rabbi Joseph 1':>okstein 
Dr. Samuel Uargoshee 
Mortimer May 
Rabbi Irving Miller 
Dr. Samu.el Nirenatein 
J'lXlge Nathan D. Perlman 
Jefferson E. Peyser 
Barry A. Pin• 
Mrs. David deSola Pool 
Adolph Rosenberg 
Mi.IS l)Vorah Bothbard 



Bulletin No. 52 Page Five March 2,19450 

Judge Morris Rothenberg 
SaimJ.el Rothstein 
Benjamin Samu.els 
Louis Segal 
Herman Slmlman 
Dr . .A.bba Hillel Silver 
Edward S. Silver 
Sinx>n E. Sobel.off 
Charles Sonnenreich 
Alex r. Stanton 

Justice Meier Steinbrink 
Hermann Stern· 
Robert Szold 
Dr . Joseph Tenenbaum 
Mrs. Maurice Turner 
Mrs. Joseph M. Welt 
David Wertheim 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
Mrs. Stephens. Wise 
l3aruch Zuckerman 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
COMPOS IT ION OJ THlU COMMITTEES . 

The composition of three of the Comnittees of the .Aimrican Jewish Conference 
is as follows: 

Committee on Post-War: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Chairman, Rabbi Sol Barsel, 
Samu.el Bisgyer, Nathan H. Brodsky, Rabbi J. X. Cohen, W.ss Jane Evans, Hayim Green
berg, Louis J. Gribet z, Jacob Hoffman, Ba.bbi Jacob Hoffman, Max A. Xopstein, Albert 
E. X:ahn, Seyxoour Levine, Jacob Marru.s, Mrs • .Albert J. Mey-, Jefferson E. Peyser, 
Dr. Joachim Prinz, Mrs. Harry Rosenthal, Albert D. Scha.nzer, wuis Segal, Mrs. 
Herman Shulman, Rabbi Irving Silman, Charles Sonnenreich, Michael Stavitsky, Mark 
Sugarman, Dr. Joshua Trachtenberg and Rabbi David Wice. 

Comnittee on Rescue: Prof. B'.a,yim Fineman, Chairman, Isaac Abelson, Rabbi Bernard 
:Bergman, Bab bi Aaron D. Burack, Louis Fabrican t, Louis I . Gilgor, Mrs. Samµ.e 1 
Golding, Mrs. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samu.el Goldstein, Judge Emanuel Greenberg, 
Ise.ac S. Heller, .Babbi Mayer I. Herman, Israel Xramer, Leo I.Dwitz, Rabbi Max Ma.c
coby, Dr. Samuel Margoshes, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Herman Z. Quittman, William 
Rabkin, Mrs. Louis A. Roaett, Ru.bin Saltzman, Rabbi Morris Silverman, Justice teier 
Steinbrink, Hermann Stern, Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, Joseph Weingarten and Rabbi Max 
Wohlgelernter. 

Comnittee on United Jewish Representation: Judge Morrie Bothenberg, Chairman, 
Maurice l3isgyer, Rudolph Callinan, BiLbbi Maurice N. Eisendrath (Miss Jane Evans, 
al terna.te), Mrs. lt)se_s P. Epstein, •· Maldwin Fertig, Prof. Hayim Fineman, Daniel 
1risch, Leon Gellman, William Gerber, Samuel B0thstein, Alex J. Stanton and David 
Wertheim. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - Chicago, Ill. · .A.ta meeting of the Jewish People's J'ro.terna.l Order held in 
Chica.go recently, Mr. H.B. Ritman, delegate from Chicago, gave a report on the 
proceedings of the Second Session, The audience, composed mainly of _manbers of 
the J .P .r .o., manifested deep interest 1n the activities of the Conference. 
- - - Haclmnsack, N .J. llabbi Irving Sil~, delegate of :Bergen County, I. Jo 
submitted a report on the proceedings of the Second Session at a apecial meeting 
called by the Hackensack Hebrew Institute, the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society of Hack
ensack, South l3er1en Hebrew Inati tu.te of East Ru.therford and the Temple Emanuel 
of Westwood, N . .J. Th• question and answer period following the report were very 
1timulating. 
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!MERI CAN JEWISH COBJ'.EBENCZ 

MINU~S or EXE a.JTIVE COIOIITSE MEETING 

VI. 

fhura4&, March 8th, 1945 

CONFIDEUTIAJ. 

PDSEIT: I,ouia Lipsky, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for Dro Stephen S. Wise), 
Babbi Maurice u. Eisendrath, Jane Ev ans, Prof. Hayim lineman, J. George Fredman, 
William Gerber (alternate for Maurice Biagyer), Charles P. IC:ramer, Jacob Marrua 
(alternate for Leon Gellman), Judge Uathan D. Perlman, Judge Morris Rothenberg, 
Samuel Bothatein, Herman Shulman and Kre. Herman Shulman. 

Staff: I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A. S. Xohanski, Mrs o .Ann Jarcho, Rabbi 
David Sherman, Mrso Sylvia Gilman, Allen Roberts and Mrs. Florence Kaplan o 

MIBUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 3/1/45 - Approved 

REPORrS 

1. Washington 

A. San Frm cisco - Mr. Kenen reported that he had made inquiries 
at the State Department to ascertain whether a hearing could be obtained on 
Jewish problems at San Francisco o He had been informed that it waa intended 
that private organizations in limited numbers would be permitted to attend the 
plenary sessions and that facilities would be placed at their disposal to permit 
them to meet from time to time with members of the various delegations, who YeOuld 
-grant inter~iews to them in regular conferences. ' Tfiere was a possibility, in 
addition, that comuiss.lona established by the conference qiight grant a hearing to 
interested partieso r~hust on quections like an International Bill of Rights 9 

1 t was conceivable that representatives of Labor, Capital. the various church 
groups and post-war planning organizations, might be granted an opportunity to 
present their ideaso 

It was clear that the question of mandates would come up, 
in view of the fact that the new security organization was assuming all the 
assets and liabilities of the League of Nations . .Accordingly, although terri
torial questions would not be on the agenda, interests of Palestine were in
volved. In this connection, he was informed that it was possible that the 
Jewish ~ncy for Palestine, as an official body under the League of Bationa 
mandate, might have some status and in any event, would probably be given a 
hearillg. It was desirable that the Conference present its plea for Jewi•h 
repreaentafion at San Franciaco, in accordance with its own resolution,to top 
officials at Washington at the earliest possible rooment. 

B. Bescue - 1rom officials of the War Refugee Board, it was 
learned that the Board was making all possible preparations in the event that 
the mass rescue of some 300,000 Jews in Axis territory could be eftected. There 
waa hope that at the last minute, such an exodua would occur. The Board had 
also intervened in the endeavor to see that Jewa now in Switzerland would be 
moved to Palestine instead of to a North African camp. 

2. Radio 

Mr. Xenen reported that Allen Robert•, who 1• in charge of radio 
work in the Conference, had arranged three programs in which the Conference waa 
participating 1n March, and wae making an effort to secure a number of programa 



• ' 
- 2 -

for jpril. Most of these programs were forums, without cost to the Conference. 

COOPEBATIOI WITH .AMERICAH ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

It was reported that in line with the previousdeciaion of the 
Executive Committee, it was planned to hold community meetings aome ttme in 
April for the pur.pose of utilizing ~ San Francilco Ccnference as a platf'onn for 1he 
dissemination of the Anerican Jewish Conference program. Subsequently, the 
American Zionist Emergency Council had decided to initiate comnunity meetings 
emphasizing the necessity for keeping the doors of Palestine open to Jewish 
imnigration, and desired to do this in cooperation with the .American Jewish 
Conference. Question arose as to whether the Conf'eren ce program could be 
projected at these meetings or whether eeparate meetings whould be held in 
the communities o After lengthy discussion, Judge Bo then berg moved that the 
Conference propose to the American Zionist Emergency Council the holding of 
meetings for the plll"pose of presenting the slogan of the opening of the doore 
of Palestine and at the same time include an exposition of tbe aims and 
objectives of the .American Jewish Conference with reference to San Francisco. 
Thia mt ion was defeated and it was then moved by Profeseor Jineman that the 
Conference 0fflr its cooperation and endorsement to the .American Zionia\ Emer
gency Cowicil for t~• meetings held on behalf of Palestine, but that we pro
ceed Wi\h our own preparations for the presentation of our program in what-
ever way we may decid.e to do on our own re"Bponeibilityo CABRIIJ) , 

Rabbi Sisendrath voted in the negative on this motion and made the 
following statemc,: 

•1 am not opposed to assisting the Flllergency Council or 
anyone else in seeking to open the gates of Palestineo However, 
in adopting \he suggested procedure, I think we are acting 1n 
complete error as far as the interests of \he American Jewish 
Conference are concerned. le are saying throughout the country 
that that 1• al.moat our primary objective. In the face of the 
immediacy of San J'ranciaco, we are ef'facing the whole of the 
program of the Arte rica:n Jewish Confer~ce o• 

Mr. Kramer concurred in thia statement o 

(PI-EASE lfO'm that on Mon~, Ma.rep 12th, several members of the Executive 
Comnittee who opposed Judge Rothenberg•• mo\ion, expreeeed a desire for a 
reconsideration 1n view of practical difficultiea in the wq of separate 
meetings in the communities within a four-week periodo Those pre,sent at the 
Jxecutive Comnit \ee meeting were polled by telephone and the great majority 
favored the ·llothenberg iroposalo) 

.AGBDMZE WITH 'l:>BLD .JEWISH CONGDSS 
Judge Rothenberg reported that the draft of agreement drawn up 

at the laat meeting of the Executive Committee waa su.bmitted to the World 
Jewi1h Congresa and that 1 t was accepted with some alight modificationo Be 
then read the new draft and moved the adoption of hia . report. C.ARRIED. 
(Copy of agreement attached.) 

The Chair appointed Judge Rothenberg and Rabbi liaendrath as 
representatives of the Conference on the Joint committee to impleuent the 
agreement with the World Jew1ah Congreaa, Mr. Lipsky to eerv• in Rabbi 
Eisendrath•• absence, and Mr. Grossman to aerve aa the ataff member. 
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UNITED JEWISH REPRESENTATION 

Judge Rothenberg submitted a cab le re oeived from Prof o l3rodetsky 
of the Board of Deputies of :British Jews (copy attached) and it was agreed 
that the Conference and the World Jewish Congress should decide who shall be 
invited to participate, the Board to be notified of any action in this con
nection. The comnittee appointed to meet with the World Jew'ish Congress was 
given full power to act. 

DATE or INTERIM COMMITm M&ETING 

It was tentatively agreed that the next Interim Comnit\ee meeting 
be held on Sund~ • .April 8th, 1945. The date was later changed to .A.pril 12th. 

LErrTER FROM AMERIC.ul JiWISH COMMI'?.rEI 

The Chair submitted a letter from the American Jer.ish Committee 
( copy attached), and it was agreed that it be filed. 

The meeting then adjournedo 

~/12/45 
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I. L. X:enen 
Executi ve Secretary 



WOBXDTG .AGREIMD'l' :BETIED .AMERI CAI JEWISH CONJERENCE 
AND WORll> JEWISH CO?lGlESS 

1. The World Jewish Congress, considering the denr:>cratic 
and representative character of the Junerican Jewish Conference, 
recognizes the special posit ion of the Conference as the apokesman 
of the .American Jewish Comnunity before the .American Government. 
Accordi?Jgly, representations to the .American Government or ita 
departments or agencies shall be ma.de through the .american Jewiap 
Conference, with the ■upport of the World J~iah Congress, unless, 
after consultation, it is regarded aR necessary, in a specific in
stance, that separate repreoentatior. be made. 

2. The world Jewish Congress retains 1 ta right to represent 
all the conmunitiea and organizations affiliated with it in its deal
ings with all foreign governmentso Representation• to intergovern
mental and international agencies meeting in .America shall be made 
Jointly by the two bodies, unless, after consultation, it is regarded 
a.a necessary, in a specific instance, that separate representation be 
made. 

3. The World Jewish Congress and the .American Jewiah 
Conference will maintain the closest cooperation in the fields of 
activity conm:,n to both, by means of continuous consultation, exchange 
ot information and Joint action in the day-to-day work both in Jrew 
York and in Washington, and as aoon as the .American Jewish Conferen oe 
will have a representative in that city. 

4. To facilitate this cooperation, each organization would 
invite the other to send representatives to its own executive and 
administrative bodies. 

5. ·The two organizations shall form a joint comnittee 
oonaiating of two representatives from each, for the purpose of 
supervising their common activities. 

3/12/45 
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COPY OF CABIE HE CEIVED lEOM PROiESSOR SELIG BRODETSIY , U>NDON 

NI4' LOUIS LIPSKY .AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

521 FIJ'l'HAVE NEWYOBI 

March 7, 1945. 

FURTHER OUR PREVIOUS CA13IE IMPIESSION GAINED RESULT OUR INQUIRIES 

THAT SANFRANCISCO CONF.ERENCE PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH MACHINERY 

ESTABLISBMElf.rS GENERAL IN'I'ERN.ATIONAL ORGANIZATION WILL NOT DE.Al WITH 

DETAILS OUR MATTERS STOP WOULD WELCOME IM1£DIATE INFORMATION RESULTS 

YOUR INQUIRIES SToP IN .ANY EVENT WE SUGGEST PROCEED BASIS PREVIOUS 

C.A13:r.E .AND DESP./aCH IIVIT.ATION J'BOM CONBRENCE :BOARD CONGBESS TO 

SUIT.ABIZ BODIES IN C.ASJ: MEETING NEWYOU NECESSARY ' STOP R!nREN~ 

BOTHENBERGS CABIE d PBOCD~ING NOMINATE OUR TWO REPRESENTATIVES 

JOINT COMMimE .AID WILL IN:iOBM YOU IMMEDIATELY NAll!S JSCII8D STOP 

WOULD WELCOME N.AMES 111PBE ~llTMIVES CONBRENCE CONGRESS AND SUGGEST· 

U>NDON IOCALE NIXT MEETING JOINT COMMIT~ STOP PB0POSE BBOTM.A.ll 

P:BOCEED USA PURPOSE MAilt.rAIN CONTACT REGABDINO JOIN'l' COlQfI'r.rJ.E AND 

OTHER MATTERS OOMU)N IN'l'EBESm STOP 
; 
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C Q. t ! 
TIE AMERICJ.N JEViISH COMUITTEE 

386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, N.Y. 

March 1, 1945 

I)ear Mr. Lipsky: 

I acknowledge your letter of February 26th and note with deep regret the re
fusal of the .American Jewiah Confe1·ence to enter into an informal conference. 
Your pooition that the American Jewish Conference must be the sole repre enta
tive of all shades of Jewish opinion, is, I think, nx;,ot unfortunate for the 
achievement of comnon objectives. To say to all groups in JeV.ifh life that 
unleGE they agree on all points of a platform containing many planks ,·:hich at 
the moment are not pressint;, they ahould have no share of the re£ponsibility 
for the achievement of generally desired ain:s, is to lose for Jewry the 
enorm>u• asset of the personnel end ability not only of the Peace Problems 
Comnittee - a list of whose personnel I sent to you - but of various other 
organizations, besides the .American Jewish Comnittee, not affiliated with the 
Conference. 

This be comes particularly unfortunate when we consider that the purpo£e of 
the discusoio n we have suggested would be solely to consolidate our strene.;th 
in urging for the imnediate present tho~e objectives upon v;hich ,·.e could all 
agree. Your suggestion that I submit proposals to the Conference has been 
anticipated. I did send you the Interim Report of our peace Problemt; Com
mittee. We shall al~aya welcome any cooperation you '{N;l.y sec fit to c9-ve to 
secure the attainment of the purposee it declares which are so vital to Jewish 
welfare. 

The unity of action on specific problems is exemplified by a precedent set last 
July when the /11Derican Jewish Committee joined with the American Jewiflh Confer
ence and other organizations in activities in behalf of the persecuted Jeris of 
Hungary. 

You are entirely right in saying my proposal for an informal conference, not as 
you GU.ggelJt for the formation of a new agency, was dictated by "a desire to 
unite American Jev1ry." That unity should be in the area of our Oi;reements, and 
the way to get it is to ait around a . table to explore how far we can work 
together. 

We ahall always be glad to discuss comnon problems with you in this npirit of 
cooperation. 

Mr. k>uis Lipsky 
Chairman, Executive Committee 
American Jev1ish Conference 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New Y0 rk 17, N. Y. 
JUlsLH 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Joseph M. Proskauer 

Joseph M. Proskaller 
President 

fsk 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE AND INrERIM COW.IITl'Elfs'TE: 

I o L o KENEN, ElE CUT I VE SE CBE:11ARY 

MINUTES 

March 13, 1945 

Please take note ihat the next meeting of the Interim 
Comnittee will be held on Thursday, April 12th, at 10:15 A.K., 
at the HotelBil\.t00re, New York City. Please fill in the en
closed card. informing ue whether you will be present. 

The next meeting of the Executive Comnittee will be 
held on Thursday, M-rch 22nd, at 6 :QO P .M., at the office of the 
Conference. 

Enclosed you will find minutes of the last meeting of 
the Interim Conmittee and minutes of the Executive Committee 
meeting of March 8th. 

The attention of co-opted members of the Interim co~ 
mittee is called to the motion empowering the Executive Committee 
to name alternates for them, based on their recomnendations to 
the Executive Committee, and they are requested to forward their 
nominees without delay. 

The attention of out-of-town members is called to the 
decision of the Executive Comnittee, providing that "out-of-town 
members of the Interim Comni\tee whose fares are not paid by any 
organization should have their railroad fares paid by the Confer
ence." 
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DR. JAMES G. HELLER 
ALBERT E. KAHN 
EDGAR J . KAUFMANN 
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HER.MANN STERN 
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MRS. MAURICE TURNER 
MRS. JOSEPH M. WELT 
DAVID WERTHEIM 
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 
MRS. STEPHENS. WISE 
BARUCH ZUCKERMAN 

Executh·e Committee 
LOUIS LIPSKY 

Chawman 
MAURICE BISGYER 
AARON DROOCK 
RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 
JANE EVANS 
PROP. HAYIM FINEMAN 
J. GEORGE FREDMAN 
LEON GELLMAN 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

March 13, 1945 

TO TI£ DELEGATES OF TIE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFEREl~CE g 

The first meeting of what is expected to be the 
begirming of an international organization to succeed the League 
of Nations will be held in San Francisco on April 25the It is 
expected that 39 states, all of whom have declared war on Germany 
or Japan, will be present o This first meeting will be concerned 
primarily with framing the constitution of the new international 
organizationo It may not deal with any of the details of the 
peace; but the formal aspects of a constitution mey- raiGe questions 
of far-reaching importance, affecting certain states or peopleso 
For e.-mple, the consideration of the Mandates system, which is 
included on the agenda, m,,iq bring Palestine directly within the 
range of issues to be discussed at the San Francisco Conferenceo 

In our view, it will not be possible for the Con
ference to pass over various aspects of the Jewish question un
noticedo It is imperative, therefore, that the American Jewish 
Conference prepare for maximum effort to have the Jewish case 
brought to the attention of the representatives of the nations 
who are to be gathered at San Francisco o It may not be possible 
to achieve a direct official approach to the Conference; we may 
not be given any hearilltg as a corporate body, but whatever ma.y be 
the road we shall have to take, the historic gathering at San 
Francisco can be made the most effective soundin6 board for the 
~rogram of the American Jewish Conferenceo 

Demanding - and even being denied - a hearing for 
the cause of the Jewish people, it will be possible to make known 
through radio, the press and comrm.mal meetings , the details of the 
official program of the American Jewish Conference in order that 
public opinion may be registered and influence the thinking of the 
nations o Even though Y1e may be denied direct o.ccess to the plenary 
session, the referral of our case to sub,,.,committeeo or to group 
assemblies within the Conference, or the submission to delegates 
of well-prepared memoranda, will be of great service to our ca.uoe o 

We caution as to ex~ssive hopes for official results from San 
FranciBCOo 

The completed agenda of the San Francisco Conference 
has not been made public. There is a likelihood, no matter how 
strictly the terms of reference may~ interpreted, that Jewish 
issues will inject themselves into the discussions, just as in the 
Inter-.American Conference in Mexico City, where such questions 
were discussed, although the agenda contained no reference to the 
Jewish questiono 

ms INTBlllM COMMl'n'BB WAS ESTABLISHED BY ms DSLBGATBS OP ms AMBIUCAN 
JB\VISH CONPBllBNCB IN NB\V YORIC, SSPT, 2, 1943, 10 IMPLBMBNT ITS USOLtrnONI 
ON: ms llBSCUB OP BUllOPSAN JBW&Y; ms RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JBWS IN 11111 
POST-WAil WORLD; THB RIGHTS OP THB JBWISH PBOPLB Wl'l1I RBSPBCI' TO PALBl'l'Da. 
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In order to present the Jewish case to the United Nations as 
they gather for the first time officially to discuss the forms of inter
national union, the ~erican Jewish Conference is called upon to take the 
first step to organize a United Jewish Representation as instructed by 
its first aeesion. 

In line with this instruction, a joint committee is no~ being 
organized to consist of representatives of the American Jewish Conference, 
the World Jewish Congress and the :Board of Deputies of l3ritish Jews, to 
make a joint appearance in official submissions and memoranda in advarJ.ce 
of the San 1ranciaco Conference and at the Conference itself, thus avoiding 
the iq,reasion of disorganization in Jewish life. through the Joint com
mit tee, which may also be aupported by the Executive of the Jewish ~ency 
for Palestine, we &hall have the largest union of Jewish forces possible 
in our d~. 

!he .American field - aa au.ch - will be covered by the activitiea 
of the jmerican Jewish Conference. The official program will be submitted 
to our State Department and to varioua other governments and will be circu
lated to all peace-planning associations. ~ aeries of comnunit7 meetings 
and radio broadc.asta are being planned to mobilize public support of our 
program. 

Jecauae of the special urgency of the Palestine qu.estion - the 
opening of the doors of Palestine now and the right of the Jewish Agency 
to be represented officially in the die01ssion of the Mandates question -
the Conference will Join with the .American Zionist Emergency Council in 
the sponeorship of mass meetings in the varioua comnunities throughout the 
country. 

J)elegates of the .American Jewieh Conference, community councils, 
and Jf!lfl8 throughout the world will be called upon to mobilize all their in
fluence for a decisive demonstration in aupport of the approved Jewish pro
gram of rehabilitation and reconstruction aa formulated by the two sessions 
of the Conference. le are dwelling now not on the past, not on wrongs, not 
on the destruction of Jewieh life, but on the positive and creative features 
of our program. le •hall demand recognition for our representatives in the 
diacuaaion of iaeue• that directly affect Jewish interest• and we shall 
atreaa the positive feature• of our program in order to make clear to the 
world that deciaive and comprehensive steps 1111st be taken without delay for 
the rehabilitation of Jewish life and the aolution of the Jewiah problem. 

le therefore comnend to your imnediate attention the accompe.DTing 
letter of directive• from the Director of Comnunity Relation• of the Confer
ence, ])avid Sherman, and hope that you will give your fullest cooperation in 
the achievement of our aims. 

LLafalc 

Cordially yours, 

~~ 
LOui• Lf paJ. Chairman 
Executive Comnittee 
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March 14, 1945 

~. I. J. Kenen 
Americ~ Jewish Conferenc 
5~1 Fif'th ~venue 
New _orK, .Y.. 
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American Jewish Conference 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Kr. Samuel Silberger 
820 Onited Bank Bldg. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear r. Silberger: 

arch 19, 1945 

Dr. Silver baa sent m a copy 
of your letter to him in connection with your yery 
interesting proposal tor an appreciation to Que n 
Wilhelmine. I shall bring it to the attention or 
our Executive Committee. 

I think we knew each other when 
I was a Cleveland newspaper man, 

ILIC: a 
af/oe 
23076 

lth personal regards, 

Very cordially y ura, 

I. L. Kenan 
xecut1ve Secretary 
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521 Fifth Avenue 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Telepbon1 MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

March 19, 194.5 

letter to r. 

letter to you. 

I am enclosing a copy of my 

Sil erger and am returning his 

ILK :s 
encs. 
af/oe 
23076 

Sincerely yours , 

fa~ 
. L. Kenen 

ma 1NTBlUM COMI01TBB w AS BSTABLISHBD BY nm DBLBGATBS OP fflB AMDICAN 
JBWISH CONPDBNCB IN NBW YOIUC, SBPT. 2, 1943, 10 IMPLBMBNT ffl USOLtn10NI 
ON: n1B R.BSCUB OP BUllOPBAN JBWaY; nm &IGHTS AND STATUS OP JIIWS IN 11111 
POST-WAil WORLD; fflB IUGHTS OP nm JBWISH PBOPLB Wffll UIPBCT TO PALBSTINB. 
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AMERI W JEWISH CONlEBENCE 

MINu.rES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITm MEETING 

VII. 

'.rhursday. March 22nd, 1945 

CqQ'IDllnIJ.L 

PRESEN'.r: ~uis Lipsky, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for ])r. Stephens. 1r11e), 
Jane Evans, Prof. Bayim Jineman, Leon Gellman, William Gerber (alternate for 
Maurice Jisgrer), Dr. Israel Goldstein, Charles P. Itramer, Babbi Joseph 11. Loolaltein, 
Judge Nathan D. Perlman, Judge Morris Bothenberg, Sanuel Rothstein, Berman Shulnan, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman and David Wertheim. 

Staff: I. L. X:enen, Meir Grossman, Babbi David Sherman, Mr•. Ann Jarcho and Mrs. 
11 ore nee S . Kaplan. 

~D?U'JSS 01 PREVIOUS WEETIHG 3/8/45 - With the addition of the fact that Mr. Gerber 
also concurred in Babb i J: i sendrath I s statement to the Executive Conrni t tee, the 
minutee were approved. 

COMMUNIC~ IONS 

1. Letter from Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, president of the .American lederation 
for Polish Jewa, informing the Conference that in connection with the San 
J'rancisco Conference, they are arranging an ttexposition of the barbarities of 
Hitler and the injuries suffered by the Jf!fla in this war• and askin~ for the 
cooperation of the .American Jewish Conference in this project. 

l4r. Xenen informed the Executive Comnittee that a reply had been sent 
to Dr. Tenenbaum asking for more detailed information. 

2. Letter from the Trade Union Con:rnittee for Jewish Unity expressing its 
support of the American Jewish Conference and asking that it be admitted as an 
affiliated organization. 

Judge Perlman moved, and it was seconded, ·that the Conference acknowledge 
with appreciation their offer of cooperation. C.ABRIED. 

PRZPilATIOIS JOR SAN J'RAN'CISCO 

The Chair reported that a letter bad been sent to Secretary of State 
Stettiniua, asking for an appointment to aee him. .l memorandum aetting forth the 
program of the .American Jewish Conference had been dratted and submitted to the 
three co-chairmen and the chairman of the Standing Comnitteea for editing. It 
will be eubm1tted to Secretary Stettinius when he receives the Conference 
delegation. 

HIPOHr 01 tJIITm> JEWISH BEPRESENT.A!rIOH 

On behalf of the Committee, Judge Bothenberg reported that at a Joint meeting 
with the lorld Jewish Congress representativea, it had been decided to invite 
lluaeian Jewry and South African Jewry to participate in the Joint Comnittee set up 
by the Conference, the Congreaa and the ioard of Deputiea of British Jen which 
will meet in New York between April 10th and 15th. A cable ha4 been aent to 
Prof. »rodetaky in London, informing him of th1• deci1ion. 
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J'Udge lu)thenberg also reported that two memoranda are being prepared for 

submission to San Francisco, one embodying specific proposals with reference to 
an International Bill of Rights and the other a general memorandum to be submitted 

by the Joint Delegation. 

On the question of cooperation between the Conference and the World Jewish 
Congress, Judge Rothenberg stated that arrangements had been made whereby Mr. 

Groamoan of this office would meet several times a week with the representatives 

of the Congress, that the Conference would have representation on the Executive 

Comnittee of the Congress as observers and that they would send observers to our 

Executive Committee meetings. 

DEIZGATION TO -sm :mANCISCO 

Judge Rothenberg moved that a panel of ten or twelve peraone be •et up to 

represent the Conference at San J'ranciaco. ~-

It waa then moved that the matter be referred to the three co-chairmen, 

who will draw up such a panel and submit it to the Executive Comnittee to, 

approval. CARRIED • 

Mias Evans pointed out that the Po•t-lar Planning Groupe were imiting amt 

planned to send a delegation to San J'ranciaco and had invited the Conference to 

appoint a representative on that delegation. 

BIPOllT ON PO~-W.AB 

Mr. Xenen reported that the State Department ha4 requeeted the .Ainerican 

Jewish Conference to act a.a ita distributing agent in the di••emination of it• 

d1acuas1Qn group literature on Dumbarton Oalc• among Jewish organizations and 

lead.era. 

A hearing bad b,en arranged by Congreesman Cell er before the House Committee 

on 1oreit;n Affairs in connection with a reeolu.tion urging the preaident to eatabliah 

a United States Comnilaion to cooperate with the United Ration• lar Crimea 

Comniasion. The Poet-War Comnittee had met on Monday and had authorized a 

delegation in behalf of the Conference. .ill affiliated organirations of the 

Conference were urged by letter not to engage in independent action but to work 

through the Conference on this legislation. The delegation to Washington con-

eisted of Mr. Maurice Jiagyer, Kr. Saul Gelb, .A.seietant Dietrict A.ttorney in 
Jew York, and Dr . .A. s. Xohanaki. 

It wae pointed out that all organizations had agreed to coordinate thie 

action. but that the Jederation of Poliah Jews bad again acted independently. 

The Chair was authorized to communicate with Dr. Tenenbaum and expre•a the 

dieaatiefaction of the Executive Comnittee. 

BIPORr 01 BESCUZ .. 
On behalf of the Committee on Rescue, Prof. lineman reported that he and 

Dr. tartalmwer of the World Jewiah Congreae had visited Earl Harrison, new American 

member on the Interaovernmental Committee, and had diacusaed the following matter•: 

l. The treatment of Jewish refugee• 1n liberated countri••• where they 

are regarded as alien•, 
2. The treatment of Jewish refugees in countr1•• controlled by Sovi• 

Russia; 



3. The situation in Spa.in - the problem of identity papers; 

4. The migration problem - Prof. lineman etated that Mr. Hilrrison 

was fully aware of the complexities of this problem and rea:,gnizes that it is 

the responsibility of the Intergovernmental Comni ttee on Refugees. 

A memoranduin will be submitted to Mr. Harrison before he leaves for 

London this Sunday. 

REPORT ON P.AIXSTINE 

In behalf of the Committee on Palestine, Babbi Lookt;tein reported that 

it had llJ't on March 20th, had organized and had decided to meet regularly 

once each rronth and zoore frequently when necessary. A sub-committee was 

appointed to . meet with the .American Zionist Emergency Council and work out a 

relationship between the two bodies, it being understood that the principles 

upon which that relationship would be determined would be complete cooperation 

on the part of the Fale stine Committee with the »nergency Council, that co

operation to be expressed in the following manner: 

That the Palestine Conmi ttee of the Conference would always be kept 

infonned of what the Emergency Council was planning and similarly, the Jmergency 

Council wo uld always be kept informed and consulted on matters undertaken by the 

Palestine Committee; 

If the Palestine Committee saw fit to inititate any kind of activity in 

behalf of Palestine, it would do that with the Emergency Council. 

J.long these general principles, the cpheres of activity of the Palestine 

Q>nmittee would be determined. 

Rabbi Loolcstein then read a statement drafted by the Comni ttee on the 

President•s recent statement. It was moved by Judge Rothenberg that the iasuance 

of this statement to the press be authorised, subject to revisions by the Chair

man in consultation with the Chairman of the Administrative Co:mnittee of the 

Emergency Council. Q\BBI:&D. {Copy of sta.tanent attached.) 

INTERIM COMMI'l'Tl.'E MEMBERS Hlf, 

It was reported t~t the final place on the Interim Committee bad been 

given to Miss Naomi Chertoff, representative of the Youth Organizations. 

On the quest'ion of permanent alternates for members of the Interim 

Coamitt.ee. Mr . Kenen "as authorized to conmunicate with the groups and ask them 

to name alternates for their representatives. 

REPORr ON FIN~CES 
'rhe Chair stated that contribution• of the affiliated national organiza

tion• mu.st be made immediately in order to permit the Conference to carry on 

its work • 
.An intensive fund- raising campaign ie being planned in New YPrk City. 

Mr . Max J. Schneider bad proposed that the three leading groups. the Z .O .A., 

the B •nai ! •ri th and the American Jewish Congresa. each assume one-third reepon

sibility of the b'Udget. A comnittee consisting of five representative• of each 

of these bo ie&, and othere, will be formed to undertake thil campaign. 

DATE or NEXT MEETING 
It was agreed-·that the Committee meet on M0ndq, March 26th, to receive the 

report of the three co-chairmen on the delegation to San lrancieoo, autbori t7 be

ing gi \1Cn to the co-chairmen \o postpone the meeting should they not ·be ready with 

the i i4 report. 
The meeting then adjourned. I. L. lenen, ExeC\liive Secretary 

3 /'i.7 /45-afo /2&J76-~ 
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I FULL TEXT OF STATEMENT 
:By the 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONl"EBENCE 

The A1te rican Jewish Conference is gratified that President Roosevelt, 
following his return from the Middle East, has reassured the Jewish people of 
his continued support for the establishment of Palestine as a free and deroocratic 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

This reaffirmation of his declaration of last October 15th strengthens 
our hope that the United Sta.tes will ~eek the just solution of the Palestine 
question to which president Roosevelt has given his unqualified endorsement. 

We re~et that Prime Minister Churchill, in his report to the Houne of 
Conrnons in Febrnary9 intimated tha.t a decision on the Palestine qu.ection 
1'w'Ould be deferred utJ.til after the war. It is our conviction that a definitve 
decision must be reachea without delay, so that rehabilitation of the war-ravaged 
Jewish people in their own national homeland may be speeded. 

Pending that decision, the existing illegal barriers to Jewish irmnigra,
tion and colonization must be removedo Under the 1939 White Paper policy, all 
Jewish immigration into Palestine may come to an end this month. This would 
be a shocking blow to masses of destitute Jews, whose only hope is centered on 
P&.lestine. 

A continuation of that unjust policy at this time can.~ot be reconciled 
with the declared intention of the leaders of the United Nations to effectuate 
a just solution of the Palestine questiono In this instance, justice deferred 
is indeed justice denied. 

We expect that the United Nations will fall heir to the responsi'~ilities 
and the obligations of the League, a.t00ng them, the recognition by the League of 
Nations of the tthistoricnl connection of the Jewish people with Palentine and the 
grounds for reconstituting their national home in that countryf1 and the under
taking of the League tbrolJl:h the ~ndatory to II facilitate Jewish immigration'' 
and to II encourage close settlement by Jews on land." 

In assuming the rights and duties of the League, it is to be hoped 
that the United Nations will speedily rectify the in,iustice that has been done 
and will implement the pled.gea that were given to the Jewish people at the 
conciUSion of the last war. 

We believe that this question must be settled at the earliest oppor
tunity. We trust that the United Nations at their forthcoming meeting in San 
Francisco will moke it possible for the Jewish people to appear through their 
accredited representatives, and that in any discussion of the mandates, the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine will be granted an opIX)rtunity to present its 
views on this subject so vital to the future of the Jewish people. 

i/23/45 
afoe/ 
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AMERI CJiN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MINUTES OF E~CUTIVE COMMI'rrEE ~Ern:G 

VIII. 
Tuesd&, March 27, 1945 

COUFI:OENTIJ..L 

PRESENT: ?Duis Lispky, Chairman: S~ CSplan (alternate for I)r. Stephen S. Wise), 
Jane Evans, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Judge Nathan D. perlinan, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Herman Shulman. 

Guest: Dr. Maurice L. Perlzweig 

Staff: I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A. S. Kohanski, Mr£. Ann Jarcho, 
Rabbi David Sherman and Mrs. Florence Ka.plan. 

§_AN FRANCISCO DELmATION 

Mr. Kenen reporte·d that he h¢ contacted the three co-chairm.Eu of the 
Conference and they had unanimously agreed that the delegation to Sen Francisco 
should consist of the three co-chairmen and the chairmen of the four stending 
committees of the Conference. This was agreed to by the Executive Comnittee. 

Mrs. Slulman suggested that Dr. Wise be asked to represent the 
Conference at Sa~ Francisco. 

Judge Rothenberg moved that Dr. Wise be consulted as to what his 
in tentions are with regard to San Francisco and that the panel elected be 
authorized to add his name in the event he wishes to go through the .American 
Jewish Conference. CARRIED. 

In addition to the panel elected, it was suggested that those membere 
of the original secretariat of the Conference who happen to be in San Francisco 
at the time, be invited to serve as advisers to the panel. It was moved that 
this matter be r eferred to the panel, w1 th authority to a.ct. 

BESOLtJrION ON LLOYD GEORGE 

It wat. moved that an Eq:>propriate resolution be issued in the 
the .American Je,1iah Conference on the death of Lloyd George. CARRIED. 
attached.) 

COWI'l"TEE iOR II V-E" DAY 

name of 
(Copy 

At the suggestion of Rabbi Lookstein, it was agreed that a committee 
be forn:i3d to plan public Conference action for "V-E" Day. The oomnittee consists 
of Rabbi Lookstein, chairman, Jane Evans and Judge Perlman. 

REPOR'I' CN MASS ?wEE'r INGS 

Rabbi Sherman reported that 19 conmunities had responded to letters 
asking that mass meetings be held in cooperation with the .American Zionist »ner
gency Council urging unlimited imnigration into Palestine and setting forth the 
program of the Arrerican Jewish Conference in the light of the forthcomin~ 
San Francisco conferencee 

A mass meeting is being planned in New York either on April 16th or 
21st, at the Waldorf-Astoria, at which Gov. Dewey, Chaim Weiznann, Sen. Wagner, 

•t;:{:,Cr LaGuardia and representatives of the Conference will be invited to apeak. 

Mr. Siulman reported that a similar meeting is being planned in 
waohington, D.C. for April 15th at Constitutional Hall, where Dr. Wise, Senator 
Saltonstall and others will oe the guest speakers. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

4/2/45-afoe /23076-dl: 
1.L. Kenen, Executive Secretary 



RESOLurION_9N THE DEATH OF LU>YD GEORGE 

The Executive Committee of the Americm Jev,ish Conference records 

its deep sorrow over the death of a great friend of the Jewish people 

and their national aspirations. 

In the death of Earl Lloyd George of Dwyfor, the people of the 

world have lost a democratic champion, wb::>se leadership and high ideal

ism in the first World War rallied the denx>cratic forces to resist and 

to overcome the forces of aggression of another d~. 

The Jewish people honor his mezoory. It was in his administration 

as prime Minister of Great Britain that there was issued the historic 

Balfour Declaration, pledging s~port for "the establishmen\ in Palestine 

of a national home for the Jewish people, 11 and it was Mr. Lloyd George 

who declared that it was the intention of that declaration that Palestine 

become a Jewish conmonwealth. 

He did not live to see the execution of that undertaking, but he 

remained until his la.st days a stnrdy and chivalrous friend and 

advocate of the Jewish cause. 

It is with reverence and gratitude that we pay tribute to the 

memry of a great man to whom all free people throughout the world are 

indebted. 

4/2/45 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
MEMBEBS OF INTJ!;RIM AND E~CUTIVE COMMITTE&S DATE: Apr:!. l 2, 1945 

Please take note that the re xt meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the American Jewish Conference 
will take place on Tuesday, April 10th, at 6:30 P.M. at 
the office of the Conference. 

Enclosed you will find minutes of the Executive 
Commit tee meetings held on March 22nd and ;_:/t.h, 1945. 

The Interim Committee wucting will be held on 
Wednesday, April 11th, at lC:15 A.t.!. at the Hotel 
Biltmore, NCTI York City. 

enc. 
as 
a!/oe 
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Interim Comnittee 

M tlNIOll or 
AMllUC.AN DEBIEW CONGBEGATIONS 

34 West Sixth Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

American Jewish Conference 
521 1ifth .A.venue 
lcw York 17, H. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

April 6, 1945 

In response to the "statement on the relations of the ~rican Jewish 
Conference and its af!il~ated organizations" adopted by the Interim Committee 
on February 25, 1945, the Union of .American Hebrew Congregations readily agrees 
with the general principle that a 

A .••••.••.• •1n the fields of Rescue, Palestine and Post-lar, it shall 
be the duty of all organizations affiliated with the Q>nf"erence to abide by the 
principle that formal or public r .epresentations on these matters to this govern
ment or other government• be made through and in the name of the Conference." 

Nonetheless, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations wishes to make 
it quite clear that in the practical implE111entation of this acknowle~d general 
principle, certain difficulties arise, especially within those organizations such 
as the UAHC that have been unable, for one rea1on or another, to ratify all the 
resolutions of the Conferen_ce or to adhere to its total program. • 

The Union of' .American Hebrew Congregations feels that as long as the 
American Jewish aonf4'rence continues to be composed of national ~mberahip 
organization■ and seeb to epeak in their name it ought long since to have taken 
official cognizance of their necea88l)' reservations. Instead, time end ~ain, 
official apoketmen of the Conference and official publication• have inaiated 
that on the Comnonweal th Resolution "there were only four negative votes," no 
official recognition having been given to the fact that several organizations 
subsequently indicated that, because of the bitterly divergent opinions within 
their ranks, they had been unable to take action on this resolution. By such 
procedures and pronouncement•, we feel that the Conference has not discharged 
its rightfu.l reaponsibility toward such of its constituents as the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregation■• 

As a matter of fact, there have been occasions when the very opposite 
reault has obtained and when mialeadiDg impressions have been fostered by 
official• of the American Jewiah Conference which, in turn, have created even 
more serious difficulties for certain national constituent• of the Conference. 

lor example, although the Union of American Hebrew Congregation• offi
cially informed the jmerican Jewieh Conference that "in view of the Widely 
divergent viewpoint• bearing on tbe question of the Jewiah Comnomrealth which 
exiat within the U-'BC, it■ lxecutive Board had found it impoaaible to take any 
poaitive action o~ the laleatine Resolution adopted at the first plenary session 
of the Mlerican Jni•h Conference ;11 nonetheleaa, at the Bearing before the Com
mi ttee on Joreip .Aftaira, the Bouse of Representat1Te• of the 78th Congres1, 
Mr. Louie Lip■Jq, at that time chairman of the Adminietrative Comnittee ~f the 
klerican Jewilh Oonferen·ce, by 1mpli~t1on, at leut, gave the impreaaion that 
the Onion of jmerican Hebrew Congregation• as a member of the jinerican Jewiah 
Conference euppC>rt• ita 'entire program. 
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Kr. Lipaky in his testimony stated that •At that time in 1919 .•.... the 
Central Conference of .American Babbi a. which is the Re form Jew iah body, waa 
officiall-1 by a majority vote 89-inet tbe Jewish NatioDal Home .•••..• At that 
time Beform Jews were not in favor of it. 

• Today an overwhelming maJority of the menl:>ers of the Central Conference 
of .American llabbis is on record in favor of this resolution, in favor of our 
poaition (the poaition of the American Jewish Conference.) At that time the 
UABC waa wholl7 against ua. • ••.•• Today the Union of .American Hebrew Congrega"'" 

, t1ona ia a member of the Jmerican Jewiah Conference.• 

Because of this misleading statement read into the official record of the 
Hearings of the United States CoDtgress, there CBn be no doubt that the Union of 
~rican Hebrew Congregations bas alteady been placed in an equivocal position. 
Aa a matter of fact, we have received a number of oonmunications from leaders 
witllin our organisation protesting against thie seeming indication or the Union I s 
adherence to the total program of the American Jewish Conference, and against 
this patent failure, on the co~trary, to indicate that the Union has not ratified 
the Palestine leaolution. 

It is au.ch procedures and the obvious possibility that they ~ be repeated, 
eepeciall7 at the Uni~ed Nations Conference, to be held shortly in Sf.Ul Francisco, 
or in other representations to our own government or international bodies that 
haa made the Union•• p0eition within the .American Jewish Conference exceedingly 
difficult to maintain. Eager aa the Union has been to cooperate in those phases 
of the program or the .American Jewish Conference with which it ie in hearty accord, 
1 t has been constantly embarraaaed by the ab senoe of any admi saion in any pro
nouncemen ta or testimony or the j,10 to the effect that there ia divergence of 
opinion within the Conference on , the highly controversial issue of the Jewiah 
Cormmnwealth. MS a natter of fact, the testimony quoted above would indicate 
the very contrary inaofar as the Union of American Hebrew Cont;regationa is 
concerned. 

Jor thia reaaon. the Union of American Hebrew Congregations :f'inda 1 t impera
tive to insist that at the forthcoming meeting of the United Nations Conference 
in San J'ranciaco, as well as in all pronouncements bear~ng on the Palestine 
lleeolution preliminary thereto, as well as in all future official representation 
or publicity on the part of the jmerican Jewiah Conference, it be clearly indicated 
that the Union of Jmerican Hebrew Congregationa - altho'\18h a member of the American 
Jewiah Conference - has taken no positive action on the Palestine Resolution. 

It aeeme to ua that it will in no wise jeopardize the total program 
of the Conference i:f' it were frankly admitted that altho~ the overwhelming 
maJority hae voted in favor of i ta complete program, there are some organiza-tione 
within the Conference - to be named apecifically - who have not taken action on 
the Palestine ie10lution. Thia, it eeema to us, would be preferable to the 
unilateral pronouncement or action that ma_y- be made imperative by the Conference•• 
continued and peraietent failure properly to represent the minority within ita 
rana. 

It ia the re1ponaibilit1 of the jmerican Jewiah Conference to take full 
and forthright cognisance of these difficu.l ties tbat diaturb the U.AllC and auch 
other national organisation• aa wiah, as does the Union, to identify themselves 
with aa much of the Conference program aa their mixed con1titu.ency permite, but 
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•hich can no longer afford to be ailent when their silence 1• everJWhere 
interpreted aa consent to the total program of the Conference. 

The Conference owe• it to the Union of .American Hebrew Congregatio:oa 
and aimilar minded group• within the Conference to end thi• ani>iguitJ to which 
thua far they have been aubjected and to make unequivocal in its publicity and 
public representation• that it ia not seeking to comnit certain of its segments 
to that part of ita program •1th which they are not in complete agreement. We 
believe thia re_queet 1• Just and reaaonable and that the American Jewiah Con
ference will henceforth take due notice of the poaition of the Union of Mierican 
Hebrew Congregation■• 

le truat that you will adviae ua of your wholehearted acquiescence in 
thia request and of your t'uture cooperation in the direction herein indi aated . 

.Assuring you of our continued eupport of those other vital aspects 
of the .American Jewiab Conference• a program, we are. 

(signed) 
Maurice !T. lisendrath 

Director 

--- .. - --
April 25, 1945 
4k 
a~oe/20076 

Yours most aincerely, 

(signed) 
Adolph Bosenberg 

President 



AMERICAN JEWISH CONDRERCI CON1Ill!NTIAL 

l(DttJ'l'ES 01 MEE1'IBG or TD IBTUill CCIOlITTD 

lednead81', .A.pril 11, 1945 - Biltmore Hotel, llew York City 

III. 

The meeting opened at 10:55 .A..M. with Mr. Henry llonaky presiding . 
. 

The roll was called and the following were present: Dr. Israel Goldstein and 
Louie Lipaky, Co-Chairmen; Maurice Biegyer, Sam Caplan (alternate for Dr. Stephen 
S. 11ee), MrOn Droock, Babbi Maurice I. Kiaendrath. Jane Ivans (alternate for 
Mrs. Hugo Hartmann), Mrs. Ida Cook Farber (alternate for Krs . Maurice 'l'urner). 
Rabbi Simon 1ederbuach, Prof. Hayim lineman, Daniel Jri•ch. Leon Gellman, Willian 
Gerber (alternate tor Benjamin SaJDU.el•l, Arthur Gilbert (alternate for Naomi 
Chertof'f), 1rank Goldman, Mrs. Samuel Goldstein, Dr. Robert Gordie, Mrs. Samuel 
I. Halprin, Mrs. Joseph Hamerman (alternate for Mra. Samuel Halprin), .Albert I. 
Eahn, Max .A.. Xopstein (alternate tor Sigmund I. Davidt Charles P. Kramer, 
Israel Kramer, Sidney G. Xunorm, Seyimur Levine (alternate for Rabbi Solomon 
Goldman). Babbi JoHph B. Lookatein, Leo Lowitz (alternate for Dr. Samu.el Margoshe1 ), 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Bon. lathan D. Perlman, Mre. David de Sola Pool, Mrs. Louie 
Boeett (alternate for .A.4.olph Bosenberg), Dvorah Bothbard, J'lora Rothenberg (alter
nate tor Mrs. Joseph M. Welt), Jud88 Morrie Rothenberg, Benjamin Sarmiels, 
l.oult Segal, Herman Shulman, Charles Sonnenreich, Mrs. S. Spiege~ (alternate for 
llre. Barnett I. l0pelman), Saul Spiro (alternate for Rabbi Jamee G. Heller), 
Alex J'. Stanton, Hermann Stern, Rabbi M . .A.. Stern (alternate for Babbi William 
Drazin), Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, Mrs . .A.. B. Viman (alternate for llra. Stephen S .Wise), 
Balph lechaler (alternate for David Wertheim), Mre. Stephen S. liee, and Baruch 
Zuckerman, 

Que1t1: Dr. Nahwn Gol.dmainn, Mordecai lonowitz, Bernard Postal, William llabk1!1, 
Max J. Schneider, Mr•. Robert Ssold, and Berman leiaman. 

Statt: I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A. S. lohanalci, llrs . .A.nn Jarcho, 
Babbi David Sherman and Mrs. 1lorence S. laplan. 

I. HJJPT1"S or QlllllG OJ' l'DBU.A.RY 25, 1945 - Approved. 

II . (X)YMU!fl CA'rIOIIS 

1. Letter from tbe Union of Jmerican Hebrew Congregation• ( copy attached) 
aaking that the position of the Union in reference to the Palestine Reeolutlon 
bf made clear 1n all etatement• which the Conference ma1 isw.e. The Chair re
ferred the matter to the Adminiatrative Staff to deal with the problem when. aa, 
an4 if the occaaion demands in a wq that -will respect the Union•• reaervation•. 

III. BIPO!l'.r OJ' 1Det7!IVI COIIIIftll 

On behalf of the Kxecu.tiTe Comittee, Ur. Lou.i• Lipek7, Chairman, aubmitted 
a report of it• activitie• ainoe the laat meeting of the Interim Committee. It 
wa• \iOVed and carried that thil report be accepted (:full text attached). 

After 41acuaaion on Kr. Lip•kJ' • report the Interim Comnittee adopted a 
•tion austaining the lzecu.tiTe Comnittee•1 action in acaepti~ the State Depart-
1Dht1 • invitation to appoint a Conaultant to the Jmerican Delegation at San 
Jruci•co. It waa then moved and carried that the lzeeu.tiTe Comnittee be 1n
a,ructe4 to inform all member organi1atlona and COJllllmi tiea ot the •1 tuation 
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aurroundi~ the aim1lar invitation issued to the jmerican Jewieh Comni ttee, and 
to urge them to make tbe proper protest to the Government in auch manner as may 
be reco111Dended. 

IV. S'li!l!EIQ'm or ·AMERIC.All J'J:DDATIOI OJ POLISH JZIS 

Dr. Tenenbaum stated the poeition of the Jederation which took exception to 
the etatement in the mi:au.tes of the lxecutive Comnittee meeting of lllrch 22nd 
cri ticieing the Jederation. The Chair declared that Dr. Tenenbaum• s explanation 
indicated that the Jederation bad no intention of violating the rule of the 
Conference; and that aince the Interim Committee was now fully advised concerning 
thi• matter, there waa no action necessary. 

It was then moved by Mr·. Sonnenreich that the Zxecutive Committee consult 
•1th nationality groupe within the Conference on questions of particular interest 
to them. C.ARRIJ:D . 

V. Bl,POE OU POST-I.AB 

On behalf of the Committee on Poat-lar, Babbi liaendrath, Chairman, reported 
a• follows: 

1. At the •~stion o! Professor lineman·, Chairman of the Comni ttee on 
lleacue, the Poet-War Comnittee adopted a motion that the work of immediate relief 
an4 rehabilitation with which the Poet-lar Connittee waa formerly concerned, 'be 
tramaferred to the Rescue Committee, it being uncleratood that aey activities of 
the leaco.e Comnittee affecting tJIBRA and the Inter,;overnmental Committee on 
llefu.&eee in a postwar aenae be referred to the Post-War Comnittee; it wa1 alao 
11¥:)Ved and carried that it be recommended to the Reecue Comnittee to coopt 
Ki•• Ivana to work with it on question• relating to tllBBA and the Intergovern
mental Commit tee on Be tugeea. 

2. Through the cooperation of Mr. Biager the State Department asked the 
American Jewiah Conference to assiet it in disaeminating educational literature 
relative to the Dumbarton Oaks Propoaale. 'rhe Conference received re quests from 
i ta conatituent organiaationa for approximatel7 .aixty thousand copies of one 
piece of literature and varying quantities of the other pamphlets, and the State 
Department baa indicated it• great satisfaction with thia aervi ~ which waa 
rendered by the .American Jewish Conference. • 

3. The Committee •tressed the importance of isauing a definite directive 
on the line the comnunity meeting• should talm with reference to th• San J'ran
ciaco Conference. 

Upon motion of Mr . Droock, Babbi lisendrath' a report was accepted. 

VI. BEPQRT ON lIN.ABCES 

On behalf of the Comni ttee on Budget and 1inance, llr. Droock, Chairman, 
aubmitted a financial report. In view of the large expenditures incidental 
to attendance at the San Jranciaco Conference, the roll of national organizations 
waa called and pledge a were made by tboee preeen t that part or all of their 
allocation• would be forthcom1DI within tbe next few d919. 

It waa agreed that atepa be taken to atimulate advance pa11Jlenta by Welfare 
luncla: and tbat the campaign in Greater Bew York be ina~ated without delay. 



. .. 

- 3 -

VII. SA)T J'BANCISCO P.ADL 

After diacu.esion it waa moved by Mr. Lipelq and seconded by Kr. Drooclc that 
the Interim Committee accept the reoomnendation of the Executive Comnittee for a 
panel of nine, consisting of the three Co-Chairmen, the Chairmen of the Committee• 
on United Jewiah Representation, Beac:ue, Poatwar, and Palestine, and Dr. Stephen 
I. liae and Berman ShuJrren. CABRDD. 

It was further moved and carried that the panel be authorized to designate 
the Consultant whose name aball be regiatered •1th the State Department. 

The meeti~ then adjourned. 

June 6, 1945 
JIK:clk 
atoe/20076 

, 

1. Strau.•• 



RZPORT BT MB. IDUIS LIP8IC! 0)J llBALJ' OJ TBE EDCUTI w: caaamm 
TO TD IITERIM COIIIIT'l'D AT l'l'S MEETIJIG 01 amL 11TB, 1945. 

• • • 
The activities of your lxecutive Committee eince the last meeting of the 

Interim Oomittee bave been concerned largeq with preparation• tor the presentation 
of the Jewiah caae to the United lat ion• in conne ct1on with the forthcoming Conference 
on Internatio~l Organization at San Jranciaoo. 

The activl tie• have been of a three-told character a 

Jirat - The organization of a United Jewiah Bepresentation ln order to 
perfect the broadest end mat representative alliance ot Jewieh comnunitiea ever 
organized to act for the Jewish people. 

Second - The regiatration of the viewpoint of the Conference with our 
government and 1 ts certification aa a representative body to epeak ln behalf of the 
American JeWiah Co.amunity at San Jranciaco. 

Third - The widest poaaible diaaemination of the Conference progi-am and 
obj e ct1ves throughout the 00untr7. 

• • • 

Jirat. - On the organization of a United Jewiah llep-eeentation, we are 
happy to report tbat satisfactory progreaa baa been a:acle .to achieve thia goal and a 
full report will be preaentecl to you b7 Judge Morrie Bothenberg, chairman of the 
Cbmnittee on United J•iah Bepreaenta1lon. 

Second. - The certification ot the Conference as an obeerver to the 
San Jranci•co conference haa eng~•d the attention of the lxecntive Comnittee aince 
the laat Interim Comn1ttee meeting and our ettorta culminated yeaterdq in an lnv1-
tation from le e-etar7 of State Stett1n1ua to deai&11ate a repreaentative to serve aa 
consultant to the .American Delegation. A copy ot the meaaage from the Secretary ot 
State 1• ava1 lab le to )'OU here toda1. 

Zarly in Karch, the atatt ot the Conference met with otfic1ala of the 
State Department and Congreeaman Sol Bloom, a •mbe1' ot the American Delegation, to 
determine whether or not a hearing cou.14 be obtained tor the Jewilh people at San 
Jranciaco and whether 11117 Jewiah organ11a\lon could be ganted etatua there. These 
1nqu.1r1ea indicated that there would be little poa1ibilit7 of formal repreaentation 
tor tbl J•l•h people aa auch at Ban Jranc1aco, but we were informed that organiu,. 
tiona auch u the Conference might be qualified to act in a conaultant capacit7 to 
ee"e the Jmerican Delegation. After much effort, in which llr. Maurice 11•aer 
rendered a valuable 1erv1ce to the atatt ot the Conference, 1 t appeared that an 
1mpre1alon had been made on otticiala of tha Department ot State who indicated to 
Conference repreaentatiTe• that the Conterenoe ilou.14, aloDB with almllar organisa
tion•, be given 1cxne 1tatu1 at Ian Jranc1eco. 

In the meantime, the Conference reaolutlona adopted at tba first and 
aecond ae11ion1 were retonmlated and reec11te4 and a COlll)&Ct atatement waa prepared 
for 1ubml■1ion to the J>epartment of State, wilh the requ.•t that it be conai4ere4 
by ~he .American Delegation at Ban Jranciaco, with epeclal ~n•14erat ion tor tho•• 
par.ti ot the program which are relevut to the Ban Jranci1co acenda. Thia memoran-
4um wu aubmitte4 to the Departmmt ot State ozi April ln4. 
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Some 200 organizations hai made application to the Department of State 

for observer status at San J'rancisco and on llarch 30th, it was learned that the 
Delegation would make the deci■ion ae to which organizations would be qualified. It 
-.s al.a> learned that only one Jewish organiz&it'ion would be on tm list. 

liepresentatives of the Cbnterence met with Congressman Bloom on Karch 
30th, on .April lat and ,-gain on Jpril 2nd, on the eve of th~ meeting of the Delegation. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein was helpful in impressing upon Congressman Bloom the 
importance of sele cticg the Conference 811 the representative of J.merican' 3ewr7 and on 
~ril 2nd, when the colllllit\ee, coneiating of Kr. Biagyer, Mr. Xenen and ID7Selt, met 
with the State Department, we also took up the qu.estion with Mr. !loom and we ·were 
asaured by him of his unqualified aupport. 

At tbat time we learned that considerable pressure had been brought to 
bear in behalf of another Jewieh organization, but it was llr. !loom•• position that 
the Conference was entitled to preference. Six members of the American Delegation 
wbo were in laehington, met 011 the m:>rning of ~pril 3rd, and deterring to the opinion 
ot Congressman !loom, · they voted unanimoualy to seat the American Jewish Conference 
aa the one body to represent the Jews of the United States. 

It. was expected that an mnouncement would be made a few hours after that 
\ 

deciaion but apparently this decision wae not in line 111. th the expectations of cer-
tain government officials and the .kerican Jewish Comnittee, and an effort was then 
made to revise it in aome way. Later it waa learned tbat pressure was being exerted 
in favor of the Comnittee from sources high in the alminiatration and the propoaal 
that was made was that instead of' granting each category of organization one seat 
a8 had been originall1 i11tended, there be two seats for each of the three faith■, 
the two Jewish seats to be divided between the Committee and the Conference. 

le have reason to belieff that officials of the State Department were 
not in eympathy with thi• propoaal and that the1 reaisted it and •re eager to make 
the announcement in accord with the decieio11 of the .Americai Delegation. Congress
man !loom also resisted the cllai:ge,o but autboritiea at laahington dedded to refer 
the matter anew to the Delegation at a meeting londQ of' this weeko 

le were informed that there was no · question about the etatue of the 
Conference. It was not propoaed to reverse that decieion so far as the Conference 
was <X>ncerned. The only question was whether the Jmerican Jewish 0onm1ttee and 
additional Protestant and catholic orgmizationa should be seated. 

On the eve of the meeting, the following telegram, signed by the three 
co-chairmen, waa addressed to the Secretary of' State Stettiniua. 

"It baa been reported that the .American J>elegation to tbe San Jrancisco Conference 
last 'l'u.eaday voted to grat observer status to the .lm!rican Jewish Conference u 
represe.utative of .American Jewry. Thi• decieio11 waa ver7 gratifying and Justified, 
we believe, by the fact tha;t the jmerican Jewieh CoDferencep repreaenting 60 na\ion
al Jewiah memberahip organisationa and elected delegate• from f!V'ery important .Ameri
can ci\y, 1• the on4' representative, all embraci12g and dem:>craticalq orgm ise4 
Jewish body in the United ltatea, eatabliahed for the specific purpo1e of' repre•nt
ing Jewish 1Ateresta in the International peace aettlemmta. 

• we are diaturbed by reports that the queation • 1 be reconaidered at a meeting of 
the "mer1can Delegatio11 \OJU>lTOW (Mondq) ad tbat an organization not wi\hiJ:L the 
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Conference and representing only a fragment or fraction of the Jelfish oomnunity 
i• preseing an application for equal status with the Con:terenceo Duty to our con
stituency and justice to you compel us to state frankly that it would r,.ot be Juat 
to grant recognition to a single organization representing only a fragment of the 
Jewish commmity and place it on a parity with the repreaent.tiv.e of the composite 
of the Jewish comrrunity of the United Stateao 

1 1e ask you to consider the followizg facts 8 

1 Jirst - In uniting ~ericaa Jews in one great democratic representative federation 
like the .American Jewish Conference, we believe we ha,e performed a service both to 
our people and to our government, by creating a eingle instrument to express the 
viewpoint of American Jewry and enabling our government to aecertain that viewpoint 
through one democratic agencyo The Jmerican Jewieh Conference was democratically 
organized and i te decision• democratically determined a The vast maJority of the 
constituency of the Conference have remained loyal to its deciaione and the vast 
majority of the organization• remain as affiliateso • 

• Second - If any •i~le organization, as distingnished from the Conference is grant
ed recognition, many of the organizations now in the Conference would be justified 
in askiDg for the aame status. .Among them are B 0nau BI rith, with 100 years of ser
vice and 216,000 member• and led by one of the signers hereof, the .American Jewieh 
Congress, led by Dro Stephen S o liae, the Union of .Amerie& Hebrew Congregatione, 
representing the reform temples in the countey, tbe Zionist Organization of .&merica, 
led by one of the signers hereof, the Central C.onferenoe of American Babbie. repre,,. 
senting .all reform rabbi•, Hadassah, the United SJD&lPgu.e of .America9 representi~ 
conservative congregatione 0 the Union ot Orthodox Jewiah Congregation•, and many 
other fraternal 0 veterans, public service, educational and religioua organization•. 

1 '.rhird - Your attention ia called eapeciall7 to the tact that the Conference in
clude• not onl;y official representatives of orthodox, conaervative and reform 
Ju4aiem but all •hades of opinion on the Zioniat q\leetiono The non-Zioniat view
point i8 repreeented in the Con:terence by organization• which have remained 1n the 
Conference out of reapect for the maJorit7 deciaion, although they did not 0 aa 
organization•, eupport the Paleetine resolution in i ta entirety. These include, 
among otherei: B 0nai B0rith, the Union of Mleri.can Hebrew Congregations, the 
lational lederation of temple Siaterbooda, ah4 'the lational .Council of Jewieh 
Women o ~erefore any proposal that apecial conaideration be given to a 
Jewitb organization because it 1• non-Zioniet cannot be juatif'ied, for .American 
Jewa who hold the non-Zionist point or view are adequately and fairly represented 
in the Conference and continue to adhere to ito 

"Jlinally, we w11h to emphaaize that tbe .American Jewish Conference 110uld welcome 
the retun of organizatio».a which have left ito It 1• our belief that Jewiah 
organizatio11a cle■iring to render a service to the Jewish people and to the govern
ment in the preparation of \be peace can met effectively malm that contribution 
through the in■trWD9».tality of the Conference, While procedure• and structure safe
guard all viewpointao 

"le truat that thia telegram wi 11 reach you ill advance of tosrrow 0 • meeting o 

Should you or the Delegation require addi,1012.al information, we ahould be happy 
to furniah it • tt 

ISBAIL GOLDS'ISII 
U>UIS LIPSEY 
BllllY MOIII? 
Co-Chairmen, Interim Comai ttee., 

.American Jewi•h Conference.• 
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Other mea.u were taken 1n addition to register the Conference•• proteeta 
against a proposal which did not square with reality and which was being maneuvered 
by preaeu.re. Parenthetically~ it ahould be atated that the Jewish press had learned 
of the decieion to aeat the Conference and editorially had cormnended it. 

The Delegation at its meeting Monday voted to ■eat both the Conference 
am the eomrr1,tee ad at tbe aame time addM a Proteatut and Catholic organization 
which •imilarl:r did not in actuality stand on a parity with organizatioDS previoualy 
eeated. 

le have been informed by the State Department that the coneultat who 1• 
to be ••med by the Conference will aleo have two aaaociates o Prior to the announce
ment ot the Delegation•• decieion, our J:xecutive Comnittee voted that a pBZlel be 
created to represent the Conferellce at SaD Jlruciaco, it• members to alternate 1D 
that c1,y. The lxe cntive Committee bas decided that thie panel conaiat of the three 
co-cbairm,.m, Kr. Koulq, Dr. Goldetein and myself, the chairman of the Conmittee 
on Uziited Jewiah llepresstation, Judge llothenberg, and tbe chairmen of the three 
conmit,ee• ot the Conf'ereDce, llabbi Maurice JI. J:iaendrath, Dr. Joseph B. Looklltein 
ud Prof. Bayim JiaemaJl. 

In addition, the Zxecutive Comm.ttee baa voted to recomnend tbat the 
panel include Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Kr. Berm ShuJmam. 

The suggeat1on ia made that the State Department be requ.eeted to permit 
alternation in the representation ot tbe Conference ao tbat different repreeeata
tivee might repreaent the Conference at diftereR\ times, ad that the pael of niae 
~ee am:,ng themeelvee which three are to act at which time. An inquiry 1• beuag 
1184• at tbe State J)epartmeat \Qd~ to determine whether thia procedure ie accep-1)~. 

The Coaterence memoraadum baa been aubmi \ted to all member• of the 
Alllericaa Delegation and will be aent to all membera ot poet-war planning orpniz► 
t1one DA all repreaentativea ot orgaaisation• at Su 1rancieCG. It will alao be 
eent \o the delegatiozi• ot all the coUDtriee represented at the conference Bild a 
tran1lation 1• being made into Spanieh •o that it may be given to the LatiR 
.American c:oun.triea. 

Third. - Parallel w1,h tbi• activity at laahington, an effort ha• 
been made to preaen t the Confereiice program to the pub lie throughout the comnuni
tle• ot the country. It will be recalled that at the laat mee\bg of the Interim 
Cormd.,'9e it wae propl>eed that the Conference aponeor meetiDga in a number of 
communltiee to present the dem&Dd tor Jewi•h repreeenta,ion at San 1ranci•co and 
\O bring to pub lie attezi tioa the poa\-war propoeala of tbe Americ&D Jewiah Ccldl9rfJld. 

Simu.ltceoualy, the aericaa Zioni•t J:mergency Qouncil propo1ed to 
illitlate mee\iaga callizag atteation to the tact tbat Ullder tbe White Paper the 
door• ot Palestine were clo•i~ and tha\ there were no longer certifica,ea avail
able to permit Jewiah imnigratloa iD'° \hat COWl \r7. Ia vle• of the tac\ tha, 
it would be imprac\ica~ to •ponaor separate meetin&ii in the CODIIIIUA1,ie• at \hi• 
time, it waa ptopoeed that tbe mee\inga be combizied and ■poR■,red Joln\17 by the 
jmerican Jewi■h Conference and local Zmergency Comn1\tee• tor t»ale•\ine. le bave 
aelced our delegates to arru.ge tor ■uch meeting■ la all the comnua1\1ea, •d ae 
ot laat aight, 55 co1111N11i\le1 have re1p0aded to our call. 

1101\ ot thete mee\isage are beliag apoa■ored Jointl7 by the Collferace 
aAd the J:aergency CGuacil. lome of' theae have already takBD place. A large 
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mee,111g waa held in irookl111 within the last fortn1gh,. A large meeting 1• being 
planned in lewark tonight which will be addressed b7 llr. llonllcy aa4 there Will be 
a meeting in Coziat1tut1oa Ball iJl laehingtoa 11.ext Sumq nig}S at which Dr. Wise 
will be one of the speaker• aDd at which Mr. Monak;y will" prealde. 

!he public relatiou etaff of the Coafer•oe baa made illteasive eftor\a 
\o aecure radio \ime in lew York an.d during ti- laa\ few weelca repreeentative• of 
\he Conference have bem inv 1 te4 to a peak on four broadcu\1 and a half a dozen 
more radio programa in ilhich ,he Conference will be ,epreaented are echeduled during 
the next ten dQa. 

One of the lew York etationa hae agreed ,o a regu.lar weekly 15-minute 
bro•cut on Satur~ evening at which time the Confennce will present a comnentar1 
on events of interest to the Jewiah people. 

• • • 
!be Letter to the Coamittee. 

!he letter ,o the .American Jewiah Coml\\ee, au,hori1ed by the Interim 
COlllli\,ee at 1 t• laat meeting, was aent and on lfarch lat the Comnittee replied. A 
cop7 of that repl7 hae been circulated to all memben of \he Interim eomn1,,ee with 
tbe minutes of \he Executive Commit,ee of Karch a,h. J•iah public opinion baa 
auppor\ed "the Conference in thi• controveray. 

Py.b 11cat1on•. 

In addition \o the mem:>randum alread7 r,fer:ried to, a number of other 
publication• are in preparatlon and the Proceedings, of \he Second Seeaion will be 
oft \he preaa before the mon\h end•. 

orggip,1on. 

All the comd.t\ee■ of \he Confennce haTe now been organized am \heir 
cu.irmen will repon here \od.ay. Jollowug hi• elec\ion a• chairman of \be 
Palee\ine eoma1,,ee, Dr. s,ephen S. li•e 4ecllne4, reoomnen41Df; the aelec\lon 
ot labbi Jo•eph H. Loolmtein in hi• place. a..bb1 Wl••'• declination wa1 accepted 
wl\h reget and llabbi Lookatein waa elec\e4. 

llpncea. 

:Ur . .Aaron Droock baa aaaumecl hia 4u\1ea u dlairmn ot \be Jinance 
Comd ,,ee wi\h fidelity and ia con\rl'bu\ing a pea\ deal of \ime and en.era ,o 
tu work, and he will alao repor\ \o 70u o~ the codl \ion of \be Conference finan
ce■, a aubJect of n\al impor\ance in new of ,i. fac\ that the Conference•• work 
canno\ 'be carried forward on ,i- large acale on which we bad planned unleea 1mne-
41a\e ac\ion 1• ,mn \o ■ilpply ,1:ae neoea1ar7 fund•• 

Kr. lfaz lchne14er la8 aalUllll4 \be cbalnan*ip ot \he Office and 
Peraonnel eo-.,,ee and 1• giving •pecial a\\en,ioD \o the problem of fund rai■ing 
1n •ew York. Kr. Hermann 8\ern who waa elecle4 ,n .. urer of the Conference ia 
giTiDC clo■e a\ten\ion to \he Conference•• admini■~a,iTe atfaira and 11 adi~ 
tor tbe Budget and Jinance Comd\lee, u an exv~ v~ilan\ guar4ian of it• 
budge,. loth llr. lle:rn and llr. Droock will repor, ,o ,ou \odq. 
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It ma1 alao be added that the staff of \he Conference baa been increased 
during tbe past mon\h and a number of valuaple persona have been added to the eta.ff 
who are contr1but1~ in IIIIIZ1Y wqe to the increase of the vigilance of the Conference 
over the ma\tere that have been entruated ,o its reaponlibility. 

I e have the aatiafe.c\ton of being able to submit here today the fact that 
Cono-eamran llein, who 11 a friend of the Conference and haa evinced a great interest 
in it. baa volunteered hie aervice in an· honorary capaci\7 ae an obaerver for WI in 
laehing\on and in all probabil1,1 will be goi~ to laabington regu.larly on our be
half to aacertain condi\iona \here and will report from \irm to \ime to the lxecutive 
Collllli\tee am \o the ' In\erim Comni\tee. 

le alao bave added to the staff Rabbi David Sherzmn in charge of 
Comnuni\y Contacte, Ur. Allen Roberie, who haa charge of the radio department and 
a number of addi\lonal members of the staff connected with the publicity departmen\ o 

June 5, 1945 
dk: 
afoe/~76 
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521 Fifth Avenue Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New Yark 17, N. Y. 

April 20, 1945 

Dear Colleague: 

We are enclosing a draft of a resolution to be presented to 
the various community meetings which are being held all over 
the country in support of the program of the American Jewish 
Conference. This resolution embodies the main points in the 
program of the American Jewish Conference and highlights 
those proposals which are likely to fall within the scope of 
the San Francisco Conference. 

May we ask you to bring this resolution to the attention of 
your congregation and its affiliated organizations and to 
urge upon them the importance of adopting this or similar 
resolutions. 

Instead of using this resolution verbatim, we might suggest 
that it would be advisable to draw up your own resolution, 
using this as a guide, keeping in mind the following three 
points: -

{l) To secure a hearing for the Jewish poople. 

(2) An International Bill of Rights . 

(3) Free and unrestricted Jewish immigration 
into Palestine and the speedy reconstitu
tion of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

These resolutions should be fully publicized in the press 
and forwarded to Mr. Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., Secretary of 
State at the State Department in Washington, D. C. Kindly 
let us know what action is being taken in your community. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, I am 

Rabbi David Sherman 
Director Community Relations 

DS:RK 
Kno . 

P.S . For your 1.nformation we are also enclosing a copy of 
the memorandum on the program of the Conference which 
was recently presented to the Department of State. 

THE INTERIM COMM11TEE WAS ESTABLISHED BY nIB DELEGATES OF THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS 
ON: THE RESCUE OF EUROPEAN JEWRY; THE RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JBWS IN THB 
POST-WAR WORLD; THE RIGHTS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE WITH RESPECT TO PALESTINE, 
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After dieposing of such preliminary questions as procedure and membership, the 
United Nations Conference this week settled down to the job: of drafting the new 
Intern&.tiona1 Organization'& charter - a charter upon which the world pine it• 
hopes for future pec.ce and security. lour principal conmissions have been appointed., 
their heads named and their terms of reference defined. . 

It is becoming increasingly ap!,8rent that the San Francisco Conference will not 
deal with a number of problems outlined in the program of the .American Jewish Con
ference and of vital concern to the Jewi s},_ people. The sv..fe-guurding of ~o,;p 
rights, protection of displaced and stateless persons, reparations and res ti tu.tion 
do not appear on the Conference agenda. For the chief task of the Conference re
mains the building of the structure of a general security organization and d.efinine; 
the functions of the executive organs to be established. 

Nevertheless, two issues of param:,unt intereot to the Jewieh world will be con
sidered by the Conference: the incorporation in some form of an Internr:.t ional Dill 
of Rights into the constitution of the United Nations Orge.n12.ation, and the future 
status of Palestine as one of the mandated territories. 

It ought to be stressed thnt not all aspects of the Palestine problem rney be 
discussed. Palestine will come up only indirectly as its stat\11 is affected by the 
establishment of an International Trusteeship for dependent and mandated areas. 

We have to recognize, ae DlmY did before the Conference opened, that the Unitec! 
Nations parley may produce no immediate tangible results affecting the Jewish poci
tion. But. while there is no promise of imnediate decisions, the presence of Jew
ish representatives in the Golden Gate City and their efforts to acquaint the 
delegates of the United Nations with our proposals and requirements, will lead the 
nations of the ~rld to greater understanding of JC\\'ish neede. What is imi:ortant 
is world awareness of Jewish problems and world determination to solve them 
equi tbb ly. 

The ground has been carefully prepared and the spade work is bci!lB carried on 
•tirelessly. Representatives of the American Jewish Conference are holding a watch-
ful vigil. ~heir task is obviously not limited to, and will not end with the 
efforts now being made in San Francisco. 

• • • 
Contrary to newspaper reports, there ia little disagreement here BZJX)ng Jew1ah 

leaders representing various bodies. Though differences in program and organisa
tion cannot be reconciled to the point of close cooperation and Joint action with 
the American Jewish Corrmittee and similarl7 dissident groups, relations between re
presentative, of Jewish organizations are. on the wbole, aatiefactory and do no\ 
impq an;y Jewish quarrel. 

Declaring that "difference• are inevitable," Henr7 llonsq told aB 1na1 B1r1th 
audience, assembled in San Franciaco in hia honor, that tbe .American Jewish Confer
ence will tr1 to minimize theae differences publicly, while not foregoing 1ta pro
gram. 

An American Jewish Committee atatement. issued in San Jronciaco, anawering 
editorial notes in our Bulletin lo. 57, declare•, ·among other things: "It baa bee 
our earneat endeavor to coordinate our work with that of all other Jewish orgenl..,_ 
tion1 within the areas of agreement. Thia endeavor baa been unfortunate]¥ thwarte4 

,....,..,o 
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by the unwillingneGs of the Americr.in Jewish Conference representatives to meet with 
us in the endeavor to work out a comnon program for the San Francisco Conference." 

The delegations of the American Jewi£h Conference and the World Jewish Congress 
are working closely and harmoniously, awaiting the arrival of two representatives of 
the Boa.rd of Deputies of British Jews. 

• * * 
A revised memorandum, Bi€1led by the ·American Jewish Conference, the World Jew

ish Congress and the Board of Deputies of »ri tish Jews, dealing with matters of 
pertinent interest to the Jews, on the agenda, was submitted this past Thursday to 
the Secretariat of the United Nations Conference. The redrafted memorandum elimi
nates the section on minority treaties, since it appears that the United Nations 
Conference agenda specifically excludes any reference to League of Nations treaties. 

The statement on Jewish demands, jointly issued to the press by the .American 
Jewish Conference and the World Jewish Congress, and which indicated that the two 
bodies are cooperating with the Board of Deputies of British Jews, whose represen-
tatives are on their way to San Francisco) had nation-wide coverage. Leadine newQ-

papers featured the ten-point p,rogrom recently publicized through Conference adver
tisements in the Ne,v York Times and the Ne,, York Post. 

Representatives of the Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish press covering the Conference 
were tendered a special reception at the home of Mrs. Eva Bloch. They were v,elcomed 
by Dr . Israel Goldstein, Henry Monsky and Dr. Mau.rice L. Perlzweig. 

l.1r. ~{onsky asked fer Jewish press cooperation on behalf of the American Jewish 
Conference objectives. It was explained that the Congress and the Conference delayed 
releuse of a statement to the press, first) because they were awaiting the arrival 
of representatives of the Board of Deputies of British Jews; and second, because the 
opening days were not most opportune for such a public announcement. 

The memorandum submitted by the American Jewish Conference to the State Depart
ment in April io being widely circulated among the delegates to the Sen Francis a:, 

Conference and members of the press. Spanish and French editions have been prepared, 
to facilit ate the acquaintance of Spanish and Jrench delegates with the contents of 
the mel'lX)rDndum. 

The delegr ... tion of the .American J eYd. sh Conference is pressing hard for inclusion 
in the world charter of an International Bill of Rifilts to protect the fundamental 
freedoms of the individual. l3esides the Je!Wiah groups, influential peace-planning 
and r~ligious organizations favor this widely discussed proposal. 

It is said to have the strong support of a section of the American Delegation 
which also reportedly favors creation of a Commission on Human Rights to enforce the 
bill~ This plan seems to find 11 t tle approval amone the prime movers of the San 

Francisco parley. One of the reasons for opposition by the great po,,ere is that it 
might affect , inferentially, the rights and position of colonial and mandatory 

powers o 

Howev er, there is reaoon to assume that many delegations will support the pro
posal in ·one form or anothero Field Marshal Smuts, addressing the plenary session 
of the Conference on behalf of South Africa, pleaded for an International Bill of 
Rights and for the establishment of a Commission on Human Rights. Roberto Jinenez, 
Panamanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, suppcrted the proposal of a charter to pro
tect the rights of the individual. 

• * • 
Representatives of the .American Jewish Conference am the World Jewish Congress 

have acted this week to safeguard Jewish rights to Palestine which may be adversely 
affected by the proposed international trusteeship plan. They appealed to the 
leader• of the .American Delegation and to delegations of other United Nation• for 
explicit assuran ci,a that the exiet ing rights of the Jewish people under the mandate 

shal 1 be fully retained. 
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Fears h~vc been expressed in JeVtlsh circles that the trustee hip plan , as 
it now stands, may prejudice the Je:wish position should Palestine be considered 
a trusteeship ba.se, in which case' England could retain control over the comitry 
indefinitelyo Leaders of the American Jewish Conference have also sho,·m concern 
over the co1:-q;osi tion of the commissions to be set up shortly to handle the Inter
nationc..l Trusteeship. 

The fu"'l composition of 11 Comnittee Number Four", which will ' consider the 
trusteeship probloL 1 ha~ not y t been announced, but it was rev aled that the 
chairman of the Com:nission will be a manber of the New Zealand Delegation and the 
rapporteur will be a member of the Luxembourg Delegation. Commander Harold E. 
Stassen has been authorized by the American Delegation to deul with all matters 
affecting International Trustceshipsv 

It appears that the U. S. Delegation submitted a four-point program dealing 
with International 'l'rustee~hips to the Foreign Ministers of the five major powers. 
Portions of this proposal may negate certain rights or assurar.ces granted under 
earlier tre&ties or agreernentsc However, Jewish representatives were assured 
thut Jewish rights to Palestine would not be prejudiced by the language of the 
Intern~tionul Trust eship clauses which were formulated by the AmericBn Delegation 
and will. be included, if adopted, in the charter drawn up by the San Frruicis o:> 
Conference ~ Altho, rrh some coun el alertness to the danger of possible ambiguity 
in the phr e.uing o"' the cla: se s, others sta e t~,t even iniidvcrten t ambiguity is 
unlikelyo 

• • 
Another problem connected with the trusteeship plan is raised by the efforts 

of the five Arnb states represented at San Francisco to obtain a seat on the 
Truotceship Commission, which is to function along the lines of the League of 
NGtions Mandu.tos CowJ-r1issiono The Arabs a.re now angline; for a ple. ce on this 
Commission, e en at the acrifice of seats on other Comnissions. 

They also demand representation on the Regional Council co tcmplated for the 
Near or Middle East. 

The Arab Delegation, assisted by a staff of public relations men, ha.n already 
beom to conduct a cleverly disguised anti-JeW1 sh campaign o While declining to 
make any binding otatement on the future of Paler.tine, they are utilizing to the 
full their ztatus as members of the Conference. Filing with the Secretari a t of 
the Conference the Pan-Ar-~b Trca ty, v,hich waG signed in Cairo on March 22nd, by 
seven Arab countries, is one of the Arab moves to secure special stu.tus in the 
discuss ion of ?.riddle East rn affairs . 

• • • 
Louin Lipsey, Rt3.1)bi Joseph H. Lookstein and Herman Shulman 1 ft New Yo k for 

s~n Fr&ncisco on Tu sday, May lsto Judge Morris Rothenberg is scheduled to 
arrive in San Francisco on May 8th and Rabbi M~urice N Eisendrath will arrive on 
the 14tha They will enable other members of the panel who have been in SEm Fran
cisc.o for two \1eel,..s, to return o 

The relationship of consultants and their associates to the American Delega
tion has never been clearly definedo They bee;in to realize that a.ctt:.ally theirs 
is a public relations job o Thie woek, at a meeting with the Americvn Delegation, 
the consultantn proteEted against the lack of concultation, streasing that on many 
questio s they face a "fa.it ac .,om_pli . 11 Du.ring the discu.osion Henry :..Onslcy anked 
whether reservations have been made in the trusteeship plan to protect the exist
ing rir,hts of the Jews in Pal stine o He wan assured that this matter was receiv
ing due considerationo The plan for International 'rru.oteeship of mandated 
territories had been submitted to the other powers by the United States Delegation. 

Alrong those newly arrived to strengthen the Jewish front in San Francisco are 
Dr. Nahum Gold.mann 11 representing the Jewish Agency, Rabbi Irving Miller, representing 
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the World Jewish Congress, Gershon Agronsky, editor of the Palestine Post,and 
Eliyahu Epstein, the latter two coming directly from Palestine. Simon E. 
Sobeloff, member of the American Jewish Conference, also present in San Francis
co, is attending both the meetings of the American Jewish Conference panel and 
the Joint Comnittee. 

Adolph G. :Brotman and Councillor A. Moss, representatives of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, arrived in New York from England early this week, and 
have proceeded to San Francisco on Thursday. They will participate, through 
the Joint Corrmittee, in consultations with the American Jewish Conference and 
the World Jewish Congress. 

• • • 
Though Jewish bodies have made their presence felt through press conferences 

and submission of memoranda, the plight and problems of the Jews have practically 
not been mentioned in the plenary meetings of. the San J'rencisco Conference. 

Jan Masaryk was the only speaker to refer to the ghosts of Europe' 9 Jews. In 
a fleeting remark in the course of his address at a plenary imeting, he stated 
that the v-orld bows its head before the 11 valiant heroes of the underground, con
centration can:pa and ghettos." Thia cursory reference was the only allusion to 
our five million dead. The first time the word "Jewt• was used publicly at the 
Conference was at the Sixth plenary session, when the Haitian 1oreit,'l Minister, 
Gerald Lescot, spoke of their plight. 

- - - - - ... - -
CON~m;NCE PROGRAM ON TBE AIR 

ir he pro gram of the .American Jewish Conference is being continuously presented 
to the Jt.mcrican public, Jewish ond non-Jewish, by regular broadcasts. 

On Ap1:AL~4th Judge Emanuel Greenberg spoke on Jewish right a to a hearing at 
San Francisco over St~tion WLIB. 

On Antl!__~ Dr. A. S. Xohanski, Conference Research Director, participated 
in a Newspaper Guild lorum on the rights of small n~tions in the postwar world. 
with Herbert C. Pell and James Shelton.over St ~tion WMCA. 

On ~i~ 26th Ueir Grossman acquainted the Yiddish-Speaking public with the 
problems facing the San Francisco Conference and proposals presented by the Amer 
ican Jewish Conference and other Jewish bodies, on Station WHOM. 

On April _28J..h the Lfu.tual Network (WOR) devoted a half hour to "A Salute to 
the American Jewish Conference... Raya Garbousova, •cellist, played ICol Nidre.and 
the station comnentator spoke on the work of the Conference Beecue Corrmittee. 

On .Ap~il 28t~ Rabbi David Sherman interviewed Rabbi Maurice N.Eisendrath. 
Chairman of the Conference Post-War Coumittee, on Jewish denende for justice at 
San Francisco, over Station WINS. 

----- ... --
NEW YORI JEWRY IN SUPFORr 01 THE CONJElENCE PBJGRAM 

The country-wide public meetings and ralliea (over eighty have already ta.ken 
place) in supyort or the program for postwar needs of the Jewish people, were 
climaxed on Sunday, April 29th, by a mammoth demonstration of New York'• Jewry. 
Over sixty thousand men and women Janmed Lewiaohn Stadium and surrounding street• 
in response to a call issued by the jmerican Jewish Conference and the American 
Zionist Emergency Council. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise presided. Am:>ng thoae who addressed the rally were 
Senator Hobert F. Wagner, Mayor Fiorello H. LaGu.ardia, Babbi Joseph H. Lookstein, 
Hon. M. Maldwin Fertig, Louis Lipak;y and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

----------
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DIGEST OF PRESS CO iMENTS -- - --·- ·- -- - -- - - - -- -·----- --- -- ____ __ ..,.. ____ -- .... - -~--- -

THE STATE DE?ART~NT Ov\"ES AN E~<PLAN.iu'ION 
- --- ..... Why-our State Department -should s'~gle OU t this small group (American 
Jewish Con:mittee) and place it on a par with the total unit of Americnn Jewry 
as a consultant at San Francisco is difficult to figure out. We have a right 
to ack - why? The American Jewish Conference represents two million or more 
American Jews; the Coranittee represents about two hundred. The Conference 
consists of sixty national Jewish organizations, anyone of which contains from 
ten to a thousand times the membership of the Committee. The Conference is 
made up of democratically elected delegc .. tes. chosen by ballot in every impor
tant Jewish community in the United States; the Conmittee 1s members are entire
ly specially selected individuals. 

If our State Department wanted to invite organizations as such, it had 
ev ery right to include the Cormnittee. In that case, it should have also in
vited B•~ai B 1rith, the American Jewish Congress. the Zionist Organization, 
Hadassah, to mcnt ion only a few. Why the discrimination? We hear so nnch 
concern expre~sed today for the rights of small nations. Are not the 5-} mil
lion Jews of ~merica, whose contribution to this war has certainly been no 
less than anyone else's. the ric;ht also to democratically choose for themselves 
official rcprc6entatives instead of having the choice imposed upon them by the 
State Department? 

We believe that the State Department owes us an explanation. Who engineered 

this deal? What was the magic "Sesame" that opened the doo~ to the American 
Jewizh Cor.rrnittee? Wha.t is the reason for dealing under instead of above the 
table? 

It is up to all of us to raise this query sharply with Secretary Stettinius 
and demand a public reply. This is a democracy. The Will of the people is 
supreme. It is better that we f ace this issue now instead of later. To remain 
quiet is to acquiesce to a blatant betrayal of our democratic ~ill as expre ssed 
through the American Jewish Conference. 

There is still time for the American Jewish Committee to set aside its own 
a.rnbitions and present a united Jewish front by re-entering the Conference and 
reflecting its opinions through the Conference's delegate, Henry M>nsky. 

Otherwise, it must accept the responsibility for creating a chasm in vital
ly needed American Jewish unity at the peace-table. 

If howev er, it insist& ~n following this suicidal course, we owe it to our 
people and to our country to make absolutely clear that only the Conference, 
not the Committee. speaks for American Jewry. We must truce the issue to the 
people, confident they will respond. We mu.st i~olate the Conrnittee by rally
ing more firmly around the program of the American Jewish Conference. 

Vie must demand that our leaders specie out. We mu.st insist that the thirty 
Chicago deleg c: .. tes make their position clear." 

The Sentinel,Chicago, 4.26.1945. 
-------

FOR_TIE -~ _Q~_A UNI'l1ED FRONT. 
"The American Jewish Conference, the official spokesman of American Jewry, 

has aligned its elf with the World Jewish Congress and the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews. Ito representatives as well as those of the Jewish Agency should 
be there (at San Francisco) not as onlookers. but as actual participants. 

To display a unity within the ranks of the Jews, the .American Jewish Commit
tee should set aside its pettiness and reenter the fold of the American Jewish 
Conference, so that we can present & solid and united front to protect the in
terests of the Jewish people." 

Young Ierael Viewpoint,NYC. April, 
- - - - 1945. 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONJ'ERENCJ: 

MINUTES or EXECUTIVE COMMITm MEETING 
XI o 

W~needaz, May 16th, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL 

P~NT.: Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chairman; Sam Caplan (alternate for Dr. Stephen 
S. Wise). Prof o Ha.yim Fineman, Jacob Marrua (alternate for Leon Gellman), Mrs. 
Louis Rosett (alternate for Jane Ivans), and Samuel Rothsteino 

Staff: Meir Grossnan, Mrs o Ann Jarcho, Bab bi David Sherman, Mrs. Sylvla Gilman 
and Mrs. Florence Kaplano 

COJ.D.ruNI CATIONS: 

lo Invitation from the JeWish War Veterans of the United State~ to two 
or three representatives of the Conference to attend the Fiftieth National MeIOOrial 
Services on Sunday, May 200 

It was suggested that Charles P. Kramer be asked to represent the 
Conference, and any other member of the Executive who may be available on that 
date. 

2. Wire from the Secretary of State in reply to the Conference's telegram 
concerning the awointment of consultants. 

3. Letter from the Central Conference or .American P.abbis addressed to the 
Interim Committee, taking objection to an alledged statement by Mr. u,uis Lipsky at 
the hearing before the Committee on Foreign Mfairs of the Bouse of Representatives, 
and asld.ng that the record be corrected. . 

Since this matter involved Mr. Lipsky, it was decided to refer the letter to 
him upon hie return from San Francieco. 

4o Letter from the National Council of Jswieh lomen, expressing the view 
that it wae 1 impropert' for the American Jewieh Conference to bold a public mass 
meeting jointly with any organization or group of organizations conposed of n:ember 
groups of the Conferenceo 

It was decided to submit this letter for the conaideration of the three 
Co-Chairmen upon their return from San Francisco. 

5. Letter from the Zionist Organization of .tmerica regarding the listing 
of the .American Jewiah Conference 1n its Palestine Yearbook. • 

It was agreed that though o:ne of the points of the Conference program refers 
to Palestine, it •ould not be advisable to identif7 the Conference apecifically a• 
an organization engaged in Palestine work. 

ACTION BE: JUSTICE DlU~ B. JACDON 

Mr. Grosanan reported that the American Jewish Conference and the Jmerican 
Jewish Congress had sent a Joint telegram of greetings and of"f'era of cooperation 
to 11r. Justice Robert H. Jackaon on hi• appointment aa Chief Cou.nsel of the United 
States in preparing and proeecuting charges at;ainst war criminals. 

It was the consensus of those members of the l:xecutive Committee present 
that in the future su.ch telegrams be not aent Jointly by the Conference and an 
affiliated orgmization, but tbat tm Conference should send its mesaage in it• 
own behalf. 
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BEPOm OH SAN 1BANCISCO - DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

•Mr . Monsky and I were the first to arrive on the scene, except for Mr. 
Xenen who had come a few dqs earliero It would have been mudl better if more 
of the members of the Exe cu.ti ve Committee were present in San Francisco at that 
tine. Whatever I might say now is roore than two weeks old and my report will 
have to be supplemented by those who remained there. 

"Mr. Monsky and I arrived in San Jrancisco a few days before the opening 
of the Conference and we found that, like the Cbnferen~ 1 tself, we too were rrore 
or less at sea. It took the San irancieco Conference about a week to organize 
itself. Mr. Kenen was overwhelmed when he came there to find how many things 
needed to be done and what a shortage of manpower there was to do it. He was 
assisted by Mr. Silverman of San Francisco. who had been engaged by the Emergency 
Council and then was t,ransferred to the American Jewish Conference. I had a 
feeling that we were inadequately prepared for the San Franciaoo Conference . 
Our memorandum did not reach the delegates aoon enough. It came to them after 
the .American Jewish Comm.ttee had presented its memorandumo Many people came 
there long before the Conference opened and there were a lot of pressure groups 
there. I do not think it is a serious loss. By this time, I am sure tla t 
everybody in San 1ranciaco knows what the .American Jewish Conference program 
ia. It was the No. 1 public relations opportunity, on an international scale, 
and we made the most of it ~ once we got ourselves organizedo 

"Mr. Monsky 1• s\111 there: Mr. Lipsky arrived the first week of Mey; of 
our staff, in addition to Mr. Kenen, Dr. Xohanski is there. The day that I left, 
Dr. Wise, Dr .Goldmann, Mr. Shulman and Rabbi Loolcstein arrived. Jane Evans, 
although not representing us officiall;y, sat in with us a number of times. 
Rabbi Gold attended our joint meetings with the World Jewish Congreee, Jewish 
Agency and llnergency Council peopleo 

• 
"'l'he joint arrangement with the World Jewiah Congress has worked out well. 

Everything was done jointlyo It is good to record that the Joint Representation 
bas worked out well and that relations were not only correct but even cordial. 

"The appearance of various groups led to co~siderable confusion - Judge 
Proskauer• s group, the Jewish Labor Comnittee, the Synagogue Council of .America, 
Mr. Bergson's group, etc. We resisted these various pressures for outward unity 
and united action because we realized that they were m:>tivated by the hope that 
the dissident members might be given some recognition in the public eye. I 
think: we were able to explain the relative proportionate weights of each of 
these organization•. 'l'he job was to make it clear that we represent virtually 
the entire Jewish community in this country and the great majority of the Jewish 
people throughout the worldo 

11 The word a consultant&' as originally contemplated by the Sta.te Department, 
was a euphemism. It was apparent that the purpose of the State Department in 
naming these conaultanta on behalf of the various groups, was to have a public 
relation• liaison, in the hope that they would bring the San J'renciaco Conference 
to the public; they would try to make the public understand its difficultie• and 
limitations. Thia group of consultants was a veey impressive croes-aection of 
.American public opiniono It wae the pressure of the consultants which impacted 
upon Mr. Ste.ttinius and the .American Delegation the point of view Which was 
e ]presaed in the newspapers this norning - greater emphaais upon human right• 
and tund.amental freedoms and the incluaion of a recomnendation for the appoint
ment of a comm11aion which would implement and aupervise the Declaration of 
Human Bighta. 
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"It still does not include specifically all the thingS we had in our 
ten-point program, becauoe specific things were excluded from tbe agenda. 
Nonetheless. eome teeth are being given to th1• Human Rights proposal in the 
form of a commiasion to deal with the matter. 

"On International Trusteeships. we found ourselves confronted by a great 
danger. beyond what we had anticipated because of the special and unique 
character of the Palestine Mandate. Whereaa all other mandates relate to the 
inhabitants of the country, the Palestine Mandate establishes an obligation to 
the Jewish people throughout the •of'ld. Therefore, it became of the utmost 
importance to be vie;1lant and energetic - to prevent the curtailment of our 
righta under the )land.ate - and I think that a great deal of work has been done 
in that direction and that the import·ant people are today keenly aware of the 
su.bJect matter of our program. 

11 1e spoke to members of the .American Delegation, beginning with Stassen. 

The l~tter was the man whom the .American Delegation sent to the press conferences 
and he was also the representative of the .American Delegation in the matter of 
International Trusteeships. We apoks to Dullea, Gildersleeve, Bloom. Mr. Dullea 

made the following etatement, to Mro Teller of the Independent Jewish Press 
Service, which in essence he substantiated in a conversation with Mr, MonalQ'. 
Mr. Lipaq am myeel!: 

1 .Ameri cs is opposed to the lumping of pre-war mandates into a general 
United Nations trusteeehip with the mandates taksn from the enelIJ1'. 

'The fate of Palestine and other pre-war mandates will be decided at a 
later date upon their own merit a and 1 t will then be determined in 
relation to Pal~stine ae in relation to other pre-war mandate•, whether 
to continue the mandate or place the country under international 
trusteeship or decide to eetablieh Paleetine as an independent Jewieh 
State. 

•America does not favor the participation 01' Arab States or any other 
states besides Britain, France. and the U. S. in making the final 
decision on the statue of Palestine. 

•.America does not entertain any position on the proposals of Regional 
Oouncils. 

'There ia no reason for concern over possible Arab representation on 
the comnittee which ia to deal with truateeehips at this Conference.' 

"le saw Mr. Frazer, Mr. Masaryk and members of the Chinese Delegation. 
We found them uniformly friendly and understanling. Mr. Frazer, the New Zealand 
Prime Minister, wh) is chairman of the Commiesion dealing with International 
Trusteeships, understood the special nature of the Palestine Mamate and ·gave 
it ae hi• personal view that we be consulted before any policy is c179tallized. 
Speaking to Mr. Masaryk, I mentioned the situation in Rwnania and Bulgaria, 
where Jews wm have certificates for Palestine cannot get ezit vi■d. He 
promised to bring tbe matter to the attention of Mr. Molotov. I alao derived 
the 1mpreaa1on from aunclry convereation• with a variety of people that lhesia 
ia not happ7 over the Pan-Arab League, looking upon it ae a front for !ritilh 
economic and political control in the Near and Middle Zaeto 
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"Generally, the outlook, I think, ia not bad from the point of view of 
coming out of San rreneiaco without m.y impairment of our present rights under 
the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate. If we ut111ze the tremendous public 
relations opportunitie• which such conferences present, we shall be winning 
many friend.a and influencing many people who will play an important part at 
future conferences arxi at the Peace Conference.• 

lEPOR'.r ON .A.CTI n TIES AT WASBING'J.'01 

Mr. Grossman reported on action taken in lashington in connection with 
Prof. Brodetsky 1 s cable describing the precarious position of Jews freed ~rom 
concentration and slave labor camps, and auggeating intervention with Allied 
military authorities for the appointment of Jewiah liaison officers. 

J.ction was also taken on newspaper reports concerning the arrest of 
Dr. William lilderman of Bumania on charges of alleged "collaboration.• 
A. wire was sent to the Under-Secretary of State, requesting 1nv~at1gation 
and, if necessary, intercession. 

The Executive Committee approved both actiona. 

The me et ing then adjourned. 

5/24/45 
dk 
afoe/23076 
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SAN 1RANCISCO PARLIY WINDUP . 

Agreepept Reached On Human Rights and Trusteeships 
• 

Significance of the Two Measures 

With the deadlock broken over safeguard clauses in the trusteeship system 
and general agreement on the promotion of human rights, the United Nations Confer
ence at San Francisco is now speeding toward oonclusion. The crisis in the Trust
eeship Committee which threatened Paragraph 5 (under which mandates may be changed 
or transferred), caused Jewish leaders to hurry back to San FrancitJco. Thanks to 
the determined efforts of the American and other delegations, the controversy was 
•o lved satisfactorily. Mr. Louis Lipsky, Dr. Nahum Goldman and members of the 
Jmerican Jewish Conference staff who had reme.ined in San Francisco through this 
critical period, have now returned home. 

One may be confident that the final draft of the World Charter will not 
change materially the sections dealit1g with human rights and trusteeships . 

• • • 
The Preamble and the Purposes of the Charter include the following refer

ences to the promotion of human rights and f''Wldarnental freedoms: 
"To re-a.ffirm faith in fundanental bunan rights, in tb3 dignity and value 

of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women of nations large and 
emall •.• to pro1I0te tolerance and live tog-ether in peace with one another as good 
neighbors," and further: "to develop friendly relations am:,ng nations based on 
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples ... 
in ( the) prom:,tion and encouragement and respect for human rights and for funda
mental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, lallgU8ge, religion or 
aex." 

1'heee general principles are buttressed by the decision to establieh a 
special Comission for the promotion of human rights. The Economic and Social 
Council is alao enpowered II to make recomnendationa on its own initiative for pro
moting respect for. and observance of. human rights and fundanental freedoms." 

It is expected that the Comnission on Human Rights will trama an inter
national bill of rights ''which can be accepted by all member nations aa an in
tegral part of their own system of law." International civil groups will be able 
to cooperate with the Commission, but will first have to consult their respective 
government•, it was pointed out in San Francisco after the adopt ion of the pro
posal. 'l'he Commiaaion, however, is not given exact functions and duties; nor 
does it possess enforcement powers. 'l'his tencla to limit the practical applica
tion ot the principles adopted and to diminish the effect ivenesa of the proposed 
Comniaaion. It may therefore be said that the general principles of respect for 
human rights baa been accepted, but that no machinery has been establiehed for 
its practical application and enforcement • 

• • • 

.,...,o 
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With all these short-comings. the inclusion of the principle of equal rights 
and or the pro.motion or fundamental freedoms is a great step forward in internation
al relations. JE#lish and non-Jewish consultants to the United States delegation at 
the United Nations Conference energetically advocated the inclusion of prote~tion 
of hwmn rights among the purposes of the new world se a,.ri ty organization, and the 
creation of a Commission on Human Bights. It was reali'1!d that the only way minor
ities. and particularly the Jewish minorities throughout the world, can gain a mea
sure or protection is thro~ the international application of law and llX)ral order. 

The reex>mnendations tor securing equality and protection of human rights were 
thus successfully brought to the at tent ion of the governments assembled in San Fran
cisco. fhe combined effort has brought some results. Much will have to be done to 
be done to make this principle live in deed as well as in word. The emphasis on 
equal righta and fundamental freedom for all, without distinction as to race, lan
gua&e, religion or aex, and the establiahment of a Comnission on Human RiG>-t•, are 
significant achie-.ements of the San Francisco Conference, in the attainment of which 
Jewish groups, among them the American Jewish Conference, pl~d a leading part . 

• • • 
The other problem that confronted Jewish representatives in San Francisco was 

the trusteeship system for "territories inhabitated by peoples not yet able to stand 
by themselves under the strenuous o:>nditiona of the modern world." This system is 
intemed to modify or replace the present mandates system and the colonial regimes 
throughout the wotld. .Among the basic objectives of the trusteeship system, as- for
mulated in the chapter on trusteeships, was the prormtion of the -political, economic, 
social and educational advancement of the trust territories and their inbs.b1tanta, 
a."ld their progressive devel0pment toward self-government or independence. Respect 
for II htanan right& and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to raoe, 
religion, language or •ex11 was aleo included among the objectives or the trusteeship 
eystem. 

Moat or the trusteeship provisions are of a general character am can only 
indirectly affect the Jewish position in relation to Palestine, which is a mandated 
territory. There waa danger, however, that in transferring to the trusteeship sys
tem territories now under mandate, rights assured to the inhabitants and to the 
peoples concerned in the mandate, might be lost. Jewish representatives were es
pecially conacioua of thil danger. They feared that the simple transfer of the 
present mandate to the truateeahip system might imp•ir Jewiah rights aecured umer 
the mamate. To prevent such an eventuality, the American delegation, acting on the 
•~stion of the United Jewish Bepresentation, which cooperated with the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, introduced a safeguard clause into tbs chapter on trusteeships, 
which reada in part1 

"ixcept aa may be agreed upon in individual trustee1hip arrangement• made 
under paragrapha 3, 4, and 6, placi?l8 each territory under the trusteeship system, 
and until 1uch agreements have been concluded, nothing in the charter shall be con
strued in or of iteelf to alter in any manner the rights whataoever of~ atatea 
or any peoplea. 11 

The Arab Delegation made numerous attempts to introduce amendment• to distort 
the meaning of thia clmee in order to abrogate the riSlt• ot the Jewiah people to 
Palestine. But their efforts were defeated by recorded vote, in Which all votee, 
ezcept their on, were regiatered apinst them . 

• • • 
Unexpected opposition came from the Soviet Delegation which demanded the 

elimination of the protective clause, ehortly after they hsd voted for it. One 
cannot 8a1' that the ltllasian stand was prompted by an intent to harm the Jewiah 
cauae. it was due to fear that thia clauae might permanently free1e the mamate s 
syatem. llulaiau oppolitlon 1temmed aleo from the Soviet poaition on 1n4epen4ence 
for colonial people• and mandated territories. The delegation• of the klerican 
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Jew ieh Conference and the Jewish Agen <:¥' for Palestine pointed out to the Soviet 
Delegation that no freezing of the British mandate was intended, md that the 
elimination of the safeguard clause might result in a aerioua blow to Jewish 
aapirations in Palestine. 'l'he Jewish representatives were assured by the Russian 
Delegation that it desire no such results. 

11th the American Delegation firmly resolved to prevent any injustice, and 
to see that Jewish rights in Palestine were not prejudiced, a solution was found 
thro~ the following addition after the words •states or any peoples•: •or the 
term.a of erlatil18 international instruments to which member states mq respective
ly be partiea. This paragraph ahould not be interpreted as giving grounds for the 
de~ or po•~nement of the negotiations and concluaion of the agreements for 
placing mandated and other territories, as provided for in Paragraph 3, under the 
truateeahip •1atem. tt 'l'he last sentence was added in order to reaaaure the Russian 
Delegation, which accepted this neW phraseology, and the entire Paragraph 5, in
cluding the safeguards, was inserted in the final draft of the chapter on trustee
ships. 

An anendment introduced by the l:QPtian Delegation providing for joint 
trusteeships by more than one state over certain areas was also adopted by the 
Trusteeship Coumittee. 'l'hia amendment might conceivably pave the way for Egypt, 
or ,m.y other Arab State, to petition the lorld Se01rity Organization. at some 
later date, to allow it to share the trusteeship over Palestine with Great Britain 
or with another Arab State. There is,hoY1ever ,no ground to interpret thia amendnent 
ae adversely affecting Jewish interests in Palestine; On the contrary, it makes 
it possible to turn over the Palestine mandate to the Joint administration of two 
triendl1 etatea, auch as Great Britain and the United States. 

The Jewish delegates who stayed in San Francisco until the very end of the 
deliberations were instrumental in preventing any impairment of Jawiah rights in 
Palestine through changes in the trustaeahip plan. In itself' this was a subatan-
t ial ac comp l i sh.men t. -

The trusteeship system doe a not obligate Great »ri tain to place the nandate 
under the control of the new World Security Organization, but it is very doubtful 
whether Great Britain will wish to continue administrating Palestine outsiae the 
Organization . . 

• • • 
No one desires to exaggerate Jewish accomplishments at San lrancieco. !To 

one denies that the po■ition of the JewiahDelegation, which had no official statue, 
•a• an unenviable one. But at the same time. it would be a gross error to under• 
estimate the po teney of the Jewish voice at San J'ranciaco. The f'acts are: '?hat 
all thoae participating in the framing of the World Charter were kept fully informed 
of J-ish wiahee; that Jewiah demands were heeded; and that, in the case of Jewish 
right• in Palestine, iq)ortant safeguards were included in the trusteeship vstem. 
The American Jewiah Conference Delegation, acting Jointly with representatives of 
the World Jewish CoJJ&T'ess and the Boo.rd of Deputies of Britiah Jews, and in close 
cooperation with the Jewiah ~ency for Palestine, has presented tbe Jewish case at 
the San lrancieco Conference with great effe ctivenesa. It has secured some of the 
desired reaulta. Above all, the experience gained at San Jrsnciaco should stand the 
Jewi■h people in good stead at the forthcoming conferences of the United lla.tione. 

... - - ~ - - -
HD YOBK BIPOR? MEETDTG 

The problems confronting the United Jewish Delegation at San lrancisco and 
the result• achieved tbro'Ul;h presentation of our point of view tQ the governments 
of the world will be presented at a meeting of delegates and electors to the 
American Jewish Conference in Greater Hew York on llondfq, June 25, 1945, at 
'a sOO P .M., at Town Ball, 123 I. 43rd Street, Baw York Cit7. . 

A first-hand report of the -event• at San J'ranciaco will be given by the 
member• of the Ameriam Jewiah Conference delegation: Henry Monaley, Consultant 
to the Amari can Delegation, Louis Lipsky, Dr. Israel Goldatein, Babb; Mau.rice I. 
liaendrath, Babbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Jµdge Morris Bothenberg and Beman Shulman, 
aeaociate consultant■• 
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PRESS COUl!EH'I' S 

. June 15, 1945. 

"!he barrage of publicity, almost daily press conferences and the trick 
questions on the subject of Palestine at this United Nation• Conference have 
been ao completely bewildering that an attempt at clarification may be in 
order. 

To the casual observer it would appear that the ranks of the Jews are hope
lessl7 divided on what slx>uld be done about Jewish war refugees am Palestine. 
Actually the trouble eeema to stem from a minority - influential individual• 
in half a dozen small group• who issue the moat handout• and make mat noiae. 

There are approximately five million Jf!Bs in the United States today. About 
two million are adults and of theae over a .million and a half are member• of 
some SO Jewish religious and fraternal groups banded in an organization known 
ae the American Jewish Conference. 

Thia conference was firat convened in New York in Auguat,1943, to unite all 
Jewish elements in the United States, presenting a united front with a single 
spokesman to atop bickering and working at cross-purposes. The conference helcl 
a second plenary session in Pittsburgh last December. 

Represented in this conference are all Jewish religious bodies, reformed, 
orthodox and conservative churches, all Zionist organizations, the Central Con
ference of .American Babbis, the American Jewish Congress, Jewish War Veteran•• 
B1 nai B'rith, Badassah and all the other national cultural, religious and edu
cational organizations. 

This American Jewish Conference therefore, speaks in the name of a vaat 
msJ ori ty of .American Jews. The Conference representatives, headed b7 Mr .Benr7 
Monsky, who ie one of the 42 official consultant• to the !merican Delegation in 
the United Batioaa Conference, have a very definite progam which the7 have been 
promoting at San rranciaco. 

It favor• an international bill of rights in the Charter, to give assurance 
that Jewiah pe0ple may have peace and aecurity in whatner country they reside. 
Also it aupPOrta lepl and orderly reconstitution of pa1eatine in a free an4 
democratic Jewish Comnonwealth, as originally eetablisbed in the Le~ of 
lationa• British Mandate for Palestine. 

The American Jewish Collference bas been emphatic and aggressive in plugging 
this program with every delegate from eveey one of the 49 United lationa. 

But the jinerican Jewish Conference 1• also well diaciplinecl and it has ac
tually perauaded repreaentativea of JDaDT of its member organization• to ata7 home 
and Dep quiet ao as not to add to the contuaion in San ~anciaco .•• 

Jewish oppoaition come• principall7 from three aou.rcea. Jirat, Jmerican 
Jew1 whose familie• have beell in the United &tatee for four or five generation■ 
and therefore bave few clirect tiea with the million• of Jewish war re~e• an4 
victima in lurope. Theae Jews are aaid to fear that if a Jewieh Commonwealth 
is created in Palestine the7 will loae their standing aa .American citizena an4 
be under pressure to become citizen• of Palestine. 

Secom, the extremely siacere and devout Jewa who do not want their reliiion 
conf'uaed with political ambition• to eatabliah a Jewiah Commnwealth. 

Third, the militan\ Jews who favor direct action, the uae of arme and amg
gling of recruit• and 1mnigrante iJlto Paleetine if necessary, t,o force the creation 
of a strong Jewish atate. 

Organizatiomll7. thi• OpP0&ition i• aaid to be composed of these principal 
eleme».ta & 

The •erican Jewish committee, headed b7 Joseph M. Proelrauer of lew Tork. who 
ie aleo consultant at Ian ~ancieco. The coDgreaa 1• small - 393 corporate 
member• - but powerful. It worka with the Jewish Coaf'erence oa everJthinc except 
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the establishment of a purely Jewish Commonwealth in Paleatine at this time. 
Agudaa Israel, a religious group of less than 30,000 ~mbera . 
.American Council tor Judaiam, 6,000 ~mbers, headed by · Bft,bbi Rmer Berger 

who 1• in Sen J'ranci•co to • conduct research. 11 

Jewiah Labor Committee ot Jaw York, the right wing. David Dubinsky branch 
of the Garment lorkera Union. · ' • 

• The Bew Zionist Organization, a small direct actio~ group which agitate• 
tor restoration of Trana-Jordania to Palestine. 

11nally, the outfit which after four changes of name is now known aa the 
Hebrew Conmittee of lational Liberation. It BUpPOrte the self-styled "Hebrew 
Embassy• 1n Washington and doesn't represent anyone except· a handful of young 
Jaws born 1n Palestine. who came to the United States in 1941 and have been 
operating high, wide and handsome ever since under the chairmanship of one 
Peter H. Bergson. 

Thia group haS been exposed a number of times, but wi'thout effect. It ia 
deeply resented by regular American Jewish groups. 11 

• Peter Uson, DA ataff oorrespondent, 
San Francisco Hews, (and other dailiea) 5/30/45. 

- - - - - - - - -
THE mSON or SAi J'RANCISCO, 

"Whatever the aigniticance of the San J'ranciaco Conference for the 110rld at 
large, f'or ua J•• it signiti" the rock upon which our unity ae a people waa 
dashed. Our grievance• are numeroua. We should have bad a eeat among the 
nation• of the world. l3ut we, 1n our own behalf. have hardly proven that we 
act aa a people with a common cause and a conmon zeal. 

The DlilDdate of the Mierican Jewish Conference to represent Merican Jewry 
could never be questioned. It waa aupported by an overwhelming maJority of' or-
ganized Jflffy. lo other elected body waa ever more representative. 11:ven 
thoae who now claim the "right" to apeak f'or themselvee were at One time repre
aented in the .American Jewish Conference. Bow, then, could thoae minoritiea 
presume to apPear before the repreeentativea of the world and claim the right 
to apealc for JflffJ at lar'9 or even in their own behalf.. 

Thoae •ho did not heed or refuaed the invitation of the .American Jew1ah 
·Conference aa well aa tboae who left it for reason• of' their own have aimply •• 
forfeited the right to epeak in the name of Jewry or for themaelvea. If the7 
do, then t he7 thereb7 aupply anmuni tion to t be en91Di1 of our people and to all 
thoae who inaiat that we are a house divided against itself. 

The .American Jewish Comnittee was not the only organization tbat foun4 it 
neceaaary to aend a delegation to San 1ranciaco. The Jewieh Labor Conmittee, 
the Agudath Iarael, and many other group• followed suit. Bo matter how dif
ferently they worded their memoranda on the general right• for the Jew•• there 
ia hardly any division of opinion on that acore ..• 

Whatever tbe cauae of each or~1zat1on•• oppoaition to Zionism, till now 
it was primarily an internal problem, a cauae tor atrite among ouraelvea; it 
had been dragged out and dangled before the e,ea of the entire world to the 
di•mq of our friend• and the delight of our enemies. The barm •• done b7 
the very fact that tm Zion1•t• were tollowe4 b7 the oppoaitioni•t• clamoring 
for a hearing, too . 

It eeema that the onl7 remecly would be a kind of Jewiah 1'a,rl1ament within 
whoae framework all m1Dor1tiea, no matter how extreme, woul4 find a place, 
bound to abide b7 the 4ec1aioa.a of the ma.Jori ty. 

Thia rl1q or mq not be the baaic idea and principle upon which the .American 
Jew111h Conference - built. The difficultiea that had confronted the .American 
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J•i•h Conference would inevitably confront also the new organization, whatever 
its name. Yet it would seem Jewish Parliamentarianism is now the order of the 
day, becoming an urgent necessity if we are to realize our aime as a people. 

San Jranciaco must be a lesson to us." 
D.L.Keckler, The New Palestine, 5/31/45. 

- - - - - - - - -
DI PW10BM JOll Aal'IOI o 

11 .l new platform for action must be found by world Jewry in the aerioua taak 
of aesuring the a:pplication of a Bill of Right• to the precarious position of' 
nearly 2,000,000 of our people who have survived the Nazi bolocauat, and in 
guaranteeing international adherence to pledges for the re-establishment of the 
Jewish national1 ty in Palestine. . 

It is clear that if Jews are to be treated on a basis of equality ever19here, 
and if' Palestine is again to become Zretz Iarael, the eacrednesa of pledgea IIIU8t 
be emphaai zed. 

American Jf!!llry, the largest and most influential Jewish corrmunity in the 
world, must take the lead in formulating a program for action and in p,.tting 1 t 
into effect. 

But first we mu.at cease to be 11 a nation of lead.era with no one to lead," and 
we mu.et face issues with a aenae of realism and with courage .11 

Philip Slomovitz,Jewish Bewa, 6/1/45. 

- -
BRITISH ms JOB CONTIJIUED .ANGJD ... AM!RICJlT J::WISH UNITY - •·- - -----

11Just as the maintenance of world peace is basod on .lnglo-American cooper&-+ 
tion, ao does the attainment of equality and i-.istice for the Jewieh peo:r ; e depend 
to a great extent upon the continued harmonious working together ef Britieh an4 
Jmerican Jewries,• declared Councillor Abraham Mose, of Manchester, J!ngland, at 
a reception for him and for Adolph G. Brotman, of London, given by the .American 
Jewieh Conference at the Hotel :Biltmore on May 31st o 

Councillor Moss and Kr o Brotman bave returned recently from the San 1rancieco 
Conference, where they represented the Board of Deputies of Jrit11h Jews on a 
Joint Jewish Committee composed also of representative• of the American Jewieh 
Conference and the World Jewish Congress. They have already returned to Znglan4. 

"In 'Ill¥ view, the 42 consu.ltant organizationa to tbe J.merican Delegation at 
San Jranciaco, and not the least of them the Jmerican Jewiah Conference, were a 
potent force at the Conference . Thia appointment of conaultanta b7 the .American 
Government was an excellent innovation, 11 said Councillor Moes. 

11 1e feel that the accomplishment• of the Joint Comnittee, which acted tor 
90~ of the Jews in the world, (outside of Soviet Ruleia) amply Justified our 
trip to Jmerica, 11 said llr. Brotman. 11Thia Joint Committee ehall continue to 
function ao tbat our 001111X>n objectives, the restoration to living deceD.C7 of 
the J•• in Europe, and the eatabliahment of a Jewiah Commonweal th in Paleetine, 
become realities.• 

Dr. Iarael Goldstein, Co-Chairman of the Mlerican Jewiah Conference, intro
duce&\ the gueata of honor. Judge Morrie .Bothenberg, of the Conference'• Oonmit
tee on United Jewiah llepresentation, emphasized the importance of the Joint 
Committee's role in securing incluaion of clau.ae 5, interpreted ae a Paleatine 
aafeguard clause, in the final truate•hip plan under the world security charter. 
•~he clauae 11 at ill being debated in San Jranciaco," he said, 1 but the Uni te4 
States am. lri tain atend firm for 1nclua1on.• 

atoe /Z!IJ76 
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ELEVfa COt FERENCE- 11 ..... ... . .................................. . 
REPORT .. OF .. THE .. PALESTI £ .. COMMISSION ........................... . 

I. THE CoNrFRFN( I: RFSOLUTION 

T JJ E ADOPTIO~ of the P.ilestine Resolution bv the Americ.tn Jewish 
C<1nfc. rcncc: on Sc:ptc:mhcr I ::-i t , 19 15 w,1-; the first in :1 series of events 

"hid1 projcc.tcd the issues of P,1lcstinc into the forcf ro~t. of discussion in 
this wuntry. The signif-ic.inu: of the Conference decision can now be 
c:,.ilu.1tcd in the light of thc action which follo\,ed the Conferen :::e an<l 
"hich ,, .1s st1mul.1ted and reinforced br it. 

The. g,1thering in e\, York in September, 19··¾3, and it5 clear and 
Jc.ci::-. i\ e pronouncement on the subject of Je\\'ish rights to Palestine, must 
h: rcg.1rdc:d 1s 1 turning point in the fight [or the assertio~ of those 
right.. in this country. It ga\'C: the: sign1l for adv.rnce and action- for a. 
11.1tion-wide progcim of c.<luc1tion and enlightenment o? the Jewi~h 
pcsition, \\'hich ,, JS climaxed on Octcb~r 15th, 191..J by President Franklin 
Delano RooscYelt's historic deJ.u.1tion identifying the American people 
with the cbjceti,-cs of the Confc.r('nce Rc.,olution on Palestine and pledg
ing h :s efforts for their realization . 

.. 1 he Palestine Resolution itsd f \\'as ncither nc\,. nor revolutionary. 
The declaration in fa"or of the Jewish Common\\'ealth was, in fact, .1 

1 u.ffi rm:1tion of the resolution adopted a quarter of a century ago, when 
1\mc.rie.rn Jews had assembled in the American Jewish Congress to pre
p.1re for the peace that ,,·as to follow the first \'{!orld War. The phrase 
"Jewish Commonwealth" was one employed by President \X/ilson on 
~Luch 2nd, l (J 19 . Tlut rc.1fiirnution of a past n:soh·c w.1s necessitated hy 
thc deterioration of the Jewish position. In the twcnty-fi"e year· between 
the t,, o \\ .1rs, the implcmcntation of the first resolution had been ohstructcd 
by a continuous ,1hridgmcnt of the rights promised in the Balfour Declara
ti 1 >ri .111d incorporated in the l\Lrnd,1te for Palestine. 

On the eve of the first ses., ion of the American Jewish Conference, 
Pale tine was in the hands of unfricndlr administrators determined to 
arrest the progress of the Je,\·ish deYelopmcnt and to congeal the Jewish 
population into a permanent minority; a policy which would transform the 
Jewish National l-!ome into a ghetto. This was in accord with the White 
Paper which was issued by the Chamberlain go\'ernment in the 19 39 era 
of aprc:i<;cmcnt and which w,1s being severely enforced. The local author
ities l1.1d iaunchcd a propaganda war to discredit the Jewish people in an 
effort to alicn~te the sympathies of the L' nitcd 1 at ions from the Jews. 
Jewish contribution to the war effort had been discouraged and later its 
m.1.gnitudc and significance had been minimized. Under discussion in the 
Middle East \\',ls a propos.11 that a statement be issued by the leading 
pc\\'Crs comm.rnding silcn:e on the future of Palestine until the end of 
the war. Tbis would ha\'e silenced protests and permitted the White 
Paper to bccomc cffcctiYe \\'ithout challenge. It had even been suggested 
in some qu.uters that the Conference itself- then on the eve of the first 
session- refrain from action on P.tlcstinc. on the ground of military 
necessity. 

Thc.se aggressicns ag.1;nst Jewish hopes for reconstruction in the 
post-wJr \\ orld dictated the reaffirmation which issued from the American 
Jc. wish Conference. But that declaration \\'.1S more than a reaction to 
c.xtcrnal stimuli. It was ,i ~-l.1rification and a crystallization of the \'iewpoint 
of American Jewry. 

That million of Americ.1.11 Jc\, s ,,·crl' interested in the de"clopmcnt 
pf P.llcsline w.1s an accepted fact, but the: extent of that interest was not 
always clear. Some had been moYcd by sentimental considerations and by 
philanthropic impulses, by an intcrc. t in Jewi h education and culture and 
rc.ligion :rnd the need for J Jew:sh center in which these might ha\'e a 
found.1tion: ,ind some by J. desire to open up ne\\' .wenues of self-expression 
for a people whose: economic opnortunitics had been severely restricted in 
,1 hazardous c.xistc.nce on the: p: riphery of a contr,lcting economy in Europe. 
And in the ye.irs , •. h,cb follo\\'cd H,tkr·s :td\·ent to power, there was grow
ing concern o,·cr the plight of Je" ish refugees and their need for sanctuary. 

But there ,ippcarc:d to be a differentiation bch, ecn those \\'hose inter
est in Palestine: w.1s pure.I:, philanthropic. cultur.11 anJ economic, and those 
,, ho .icccpteJ the cl.l· ""-'·i I Zionist position. This apparent gulf between 
ththc \\ Ii(, ,, u·c conc.c:mcd solely ,, ith Je\\ ish needs and those who were: 
c, .1,·c.rncd ,, :th Jc,._ :::-.h r ights ,,·.1') exploited by forces antagonistic to both. 
Tht: grut si~nilic.rnce oi the. Jltion of the: Conference \\"JS its recognition 
tb.1t the s.1t:st.iction of JL',, ish needs w.is predic1tc<l on the assertion and 
c. st.1bli~hmcnt of Je,, ish righ t,; .md tlut the t\, o coulJ not be separated 
in log:C-tight comp.1rtrnents. 

Implic:t, morco\·c.r. in the Confercnc.e resolution, was the recognition 
tlut t , 11(•;li.1tcry t.:_t;c~ luJ been un,n ,1iling in the past and that there 
,d., .i u! ! frr .l mDre ,1ctiYc .1ppro.1d1, not only to the Mandatory Power, 
but to the l 'niteJ ;\;,itions. 

II. RE/\(TION" TO THF RFSOIXTIO • 

Tlie Confcrc.-nce decbration w,ts a major contribution in the mobiliza
tion of ,\mcriun Jc." rr in support of Jewish aspirntions to P.1lestinc , 
It \\ ,1s. on the whole, ".um Ir rcc.c.-in·d hr the Jc\\' of this country ,111cl 
.ibroJd and ""bile, in the deb.ltc: ""hich en ·ued. there ,,·ere ine\'itably 
rcle,1sed force: · of dissent, these <:xpre::-.siom c.innot begin to compJre in 
,ignificancc "ith the n.1tion-widc affirm,ltion. of appronl. 

All but .i fc" of the 6 -1 org.rniz.itions affili,1teJ with the Conference 
,1dopteJ resolution ratifying the P.ilcstine Resolution. The American 
Jewish Committee \\ JS the only one to \\'ithdraw. giving as one of its 
rca ons, its dis.igr<:cment ,, ith rc-,pe:ct to the timeliness of the re ·oh ... tion. 
The Int<:rim Committee. in .1 :,t,1temc:nt made public on 1 O\'ember -th. 
19 i3 replied to the Committee:. ,rnd it i5 unnecessary to el.1b0rate on the 
difference· in this report. It should be noted. ho"·eyer, that the American 
Jc:""ish Committee w.1s C.:\·c:rely uitieized in m.1nr communities for its 
.1ction, .111d a number of it consti tuenl organizatio,ns withdrc:,-. from the 
Committee. including the: Rabbini _.11 A<;<;embl) of Amerirn. the Lnited 
Syn,1gogue of Amcriu. H.1d.1s-;.1.h. the Indc.:pendent Order of Brith 
A.br.!11 1 

... - ·- r-~,.,e Som of J-,r.tc.l ~he· l 'ninn nf nrthodox Je,•:ish Con6rc 
g.it1ons ?f Am~rio. the: .;\",ltion,i l \\'omen·-; Lc,1gue of the United Syn.1-
guguc nt Amenc.1 .• rnd the Gr,.111d Lodge of Brith holom, a clurter mcm
bu of the Committee. In .1ddition. more than .i score of Comm•rtec: mem
h:r') rc-signe:J. in:lud1ng Rabbi B. L. Le, intlul, dc:.1n of American orthodox 
r.,bh1s .md ()l1t of the in·c founding mc.mlxr-.. of the Committee ir I 906. 

At the Conference:, delc:g.itc:-.. of the Jc,, i::-.h Labor Comm1tt. ..... and the 
N.1tion.1l Council of Jc,\ ish \\ 'omc:n lud .1bstaincd from votin} on the 
P.1lcstine Rc:-,o luti0n. ... ub,cquc.ntly, thl' Jc:\\ ish L1hor Committ~e. ""hile 
co_nti_nuing in the: ~onferencL .rnd Lonper,1ting • in .1ll nutters ,\·hich .:trc 

,, 1tl11n the .swpc ot th<: Jc.\\ ish Libor Committee and in accordance \\"Ith 
its Jc.cisiom ... did not p.utilip.ue in the Interim Committee or the P.1lcs
tine Commi.ssion. 

Tl~e N_.itionJI soun(il of. Jc:,, i-.h \\ 'omen lClmidcrcd the -;ubject of 
P,dc.-;tmc. tor the. hr-..t t1m•: 111 more. th.rn lulf .1 centu ry at its 1-th 
t~ic.nni,ll_ rnn~·cntion in Cbic.igo in 0:0\t:mh<:r. ll) 1.1. lt ,1doptcd .1 rc,;olu• 
~1011 _c.tlli~g fo~ the .1?n\g,1tion of the \\ 'hitc P.iper. f.t,·oring unrestricted 
1111m1fr.~l1on <~t Jl ''.., _mln P.1k-,t1nc. .ind the '" unmterruptcd .111d rnntmucd 
uphuddmg ot P.ilt,tinc in the. ,p1rit t)f lhl 13.ilfour Dcd.1r.ition... (Sec. 
Append ix B-1 ) 

The g<)\"trning hodit:, ()f four nrg.1niz.1tion .... the B"n.1i B"rith. the 
l 'nion of Amc.r11...in Hehn:._, ( Pngru.!,ltl()Jl-.. . th<. ~.Ilion.ti Fedcr.1t ion of 
Tu11pk • 1-,tc.rhnod-.. .ind the ( u~tr.il ( onfcrrn ... e: nf Amcrir.111 R.1hhi .... 
rlfr.Linc.d ,.., 0rg.1niz-1ti()n, from ,ldH)n 1,n thl P.dc.-.,tinc: RL'-,olution .rnd 
rufi1rmc:d ncutr.llity. I 1..l .r\pf"'tnd1x H-2) 

A ,·i~PrPu-; in1..ior,u11c.nt of the. P.1lc.:,t1nc Rc:,nlutinn ,, .1-, rc:rordcd .1t the 
'\ 1t11H1.ll (unfrr1..11L1..: o( Orth()d11x fu\n· for P.llc.-,tinc .rnd Rc,u1e "!11th 
1111..l _in :\u-. York on J.11m.1n· 11. l'Jl 1 .. ind \\h1t.h ,,.1-.. .lttc.n1..kd ·hr 6(Hl 

r.ihh;-., .1_nd 1,-~Cl~l dck·,1:ttl, fnim .ill p.trh of thl: c..uuntf\·. spuking in the. 
n.1mc ot ,1pprn:-.:111u1L'lr I. ')(l(l (11)(1 orlht ,d()x fl'\,-.; 111 the t ·nited . t.ltc-,. 

Ill. T111 B1c,1,,1"'<, or hi°P1.r::-11,T.\TIO'\." 

!mmc:di.1tcly:lfter th~ Cunfrrenlt "l'-'ii()n rC:LL..,..,c.d .. 1 wmmittcc. rq rc:
'ilntm~ the Contcrcncl. _tt:rnully -.uhm,ttcd the rv,nlutions ,1dopted hr thl' 
(kk<g.1tt-.. to • cc..rtt.1ry ut St.tic (ordlll l lull. The wmm,ttcl to11s1..,tcd nf 
Dr Stlrhcn S. \\' 1,(-_ Dr. Sol(lm(ln B. Fnchnf. Fr.ink (~ol<lm.tn. Lou i, 
~1p-.ky. Dr. Ahh.i Hil lel .'1hu .. ind jrnl l ,.111 ... f111 the 'il'Jc.t.1riJt J\ -,hort 
timt: Liter. Dr • 1hcr, du1rm.111 oi thl P.1lc.-.tim ( ommis..,ion. J111111unL<:d 
the npcnin 11 nf .i l rn1p.1i••I) ftir the .1bn1 :.1ti(1(1 pf the. \\"hill P1r, r. 
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pearhead of th,1t alt.ilk \\'JS the American Zionist Emergemy Council, 

political anJ puhlic rcl.1tions instrumcnt.ilit}' for the four m,1jor Zionist 
bodic-;, the Zioni t Org.rniz.1tion of Americ.1, the H.1J.1ss.1h, \v' omcn \ 
Zionist Org.rniz.ition of Americ.1, the .Mizrachi Org.rnization of America, 
and the Poalc·Zion Zcire-Zion. l'ndcr the ,1u-,pices of the Council, "hic..h 
i-, he,tdld br Dr. \Xli-,c, Co·( hairman of the Jntc:rim Committee of the.. 
American Jc:.wi-;h Confc:rcnce. ,rnd Dr. ih lr, there ,, ere formed Emcrgem )' 
Ccmmittc.:c.s for Pale.: tine; in m.rny c iti"" nf the lJnitc:d St,1tes. The numhc.:r 
of local committc.:c..,; grc,, r,1pidly ,rnd h} the -;pring of this yc.u, it tot.died 
21 5. In ,tddition, manr communitic:s \\'Cre repre ented in borough, counl}' 
,rnd st1te org,rniz,1tiom. so tlut con tall w,1s e, cntu.11 Ir est,tblished with 
., I I communities in 12 st.ttc-;. 

These committec:s consistc.:d not onlr of Ziornst Ic:.1Jers, but .tbo of 
m,rny community lc:aders who ,, ere in sympathr "ith the Zioni'it program, 
hut ,, ho had not hitherto been engaged in Zionist .ictivit}'. Some 2000 
leaders in all ,, ere c.:nrolk.·d in ,tLh·,1ncing the program. 

But before the: stru_gglc: .1.g,1in-,t the: \,' bite: P,1per policy had c:n:n 
begun, JnJ ,ls if to .111ti~ip.1tc: it , the: Mand.itoq Po,,er annoume:d .1 moJi· 
fic.ttiun of 1h pol iq· on I on:mber I 0th. 19 l ,. The: M.1.rc:h , 1st. 19 1 I 

dc:adline of the: \\'hit<.: P.tplr ,,,t'i po-;tponc:d. It \\ ,ls ,urnounlc:J tlut irus
much ,ls the full '5,000 Lll'tifJC,lll'., Jud not hu:n W,l'J <luring the: fi,c: )e,u 
puiod, the c:fk{ti\L d tll' on the h.111 of Jc.·,, j.,h immigr.ttion into P.destinl' 
,,ould be dcfcrrc:d until the: {1uot,1 ,,,1-, fillc:J. The: l.111J re-;triltions run.tined 
unch 111gc:d. A-. of tlut J.1tc.., the: numhc:r of cc:rtificate-; outst.mding \\',ls 
:;1,0-8. B.1sit,tll'>, \\'hilc: this ,, ,1-; thl' fir-;l nujor rnnces-;ion on the part 
of thl' M.rnd,1tory since 191><), the \X' hite P,1pc:r poliL}' luJ not hc:c.n 
clungul .ind the attion merely rc:sultc:d in .U1 intensifit,1tion of effort 
against th.it policy. • 

At .1 meeting of the Interim Committee.. of the: Confcrcncc: on 1 o\·em· 
bcr 2 ,rd. 19 n, the folio,, ing resolution ,,-.1., .1doptc:d: 

"The Inrc.rim Commiccce of che Americ.in Jewish Conference directs 
it Palestine Commissi0n co undertake immc<liacely a program for the 
mobilization of Americ,rn public opinion, against the British White 
Papc.r of 1919 on Palestine. The Palestine Commissic.,n is authorized ro 
set up such nuchincrr .ind tc take such seeps as will reflect the decision 
of the American Jewish Conference as expressed in its Palestine Resolu
rion, m uo:e iro: urmn-c resources ~c bring .1bouc ,he ,, ;r111..lr.rnJl uf the: 
\X'h itc Paper." 
Pre,·iously. ho,, t ,·c:r, on OLtobc.r l ' th, the Intc:nm CommittLl liJd 

dc.:tc:rmincd that the Commis..,ion • might " ut ii izt the sc.:n·1tes .rnd ..,c..:ek the.. 
cooperation of c.xisting .1gencies." Accor<lingl)', at the first mc:cting of the 
Palu,tine Commission held on December 1st, 19 i 3, the Chair ".is .iuthor
ized to adYise the deleg,1tes of the action of the Interim Committee: of 

ovunber 23rd endorsing the ,, ork of the Council \\'ith respect to the 
\X/hit<: Paper, ,1nd a communication ,, ,1s then sc.nt bv the Cluirnun of the 
Cemm·ssion to the Conference: dcleg,1tcs, rc..questing them lo ·ervc on thtir 
local Emergency Committees for P.1lestine, .ind det.1iling the work to be 
carried forward. 

During this perioJ there: \\\ls considerable discussion JS to the din.:ction 
of the campaign. Ther-: \\'Cre some who ,1rgucd th.it efforts shou ld be: 
cc-nccntrated on the fight .1g.1imt the \X/hite P,tper per se anJ that for 
the time being Ji-;cu ·sion on thc ultimate politilJI objccti\'c:, a Je\\'ish 
Commom, e.ilth in P.ile'.':>tinc:, should bc <lcfc:rrcd. In support of this view. 
it \\'JS rnntcnded th.it th<:rc: ,, .1 no conflict in opinion on the i:,sue of the 
\'vhite P.1pc1, tlut ,111 scgment of Amcri.::,rn Jc,, ry could unite without .1 
dissc.nting , ·oice to disturb un.inimitr. It ,, ,l'i suggest<:d in addition th.1t 
this was the immediate question \\'hich c1llc:d fot a concentr.itcJ ,1tt.1ck. 
Thu , within the Conference, .ilthough there ,,·as only one Confcrc.:nce 
resolution .ind it <lie.I not scp.tr.lte the issues, there wt're ·ome who felt 
that two comm:ssions should be e-,t1hli-;hed, one to concern itself \\'ith 
thc \Vhitc: P,tpcr fight .ind the.. oth(,'r to de:, ot<: ih ,1ttc:ntion to ultinutc.. 
political objecti\·e •. On the: othc:r Jund. it ,, .1-, not the: \Vhitc: P,1p~r ihelf, 
for there lud been m.iny \Vhitc: P.1p(,'r-,, but the \\1hitc: P,1per p0lil}' ,, hilh 
,,-.1" under atl.tCk, ,rnJ tlut attack, it ,, .is pointed out, should carry "ith it 
the: affirm.1tion of ,1 po itivc policr lest thc:rc: should he substituted for thc 
current \'vhite P,1pc:r ,tnother document diffc:ring from it only in degree. 

These issue.., c,tmc: to a. hc..td .it a mc:<..ting c...11 led by the: Amc.:rit.111 
Zionist Emergc:ncy Council in Cle\'eland in Nu,·embc:r ,1ttcnJc:d b}' the 
lc,1der of more thJn 100 Emc:rgency Committ(:c:-. for P.dc:stinc. and during 
the course of ,1 t\, o·d,1r discussion, it ,,·,ts d<:tc:rm1nt'd br a.n o, ·c:n\ hdming 
,·ote to he ouided by the position of the Amerit.111 Jtwish Confcre1K<:. It 
\\'.l"I agreed tlut onl} those "ho subscribed to the Confc:n:ncc: resolution 
"ould be invited to sen·e nn thc:-,e LOmm1ttcc'i. 

At the mcc:ting of the P.ilc:"tine Commission of the Conference: hc:IJ 
on J.mu.uy 3rd in 1 c,, York. the: Commis-,ion votc:d: 

"The Palesr111e Commis5ion shall not do che <lay-by-d,1y wcrk, bur 
,;;h,111 do the polittcal anc.l cduc.uional "ork in order to mobiliLc Amer
ican Jc:,, ry for the: su pporc of r'.1e Conference program in relation ro 
P.ilescine. To due rnd, the American Jewish Ce,nference shall be fully 
ucd1Le:.J for the org.iniucion of mass .1uiviries in support of lcgisl,1ti\'C 
.icti('n dc..tmc:d ne:ce.s.uy co impk.menc the Paltsrine Resoluuon.'' 

ud1 legisl.iti\'e ,1ction ,, ,1s soon to bc:gin. 
IV. THr Rr ·0LcT1ox • b: Co:-..GRL 

On JJnu.ur 2 ... th, 19-1-1. Rcprc:sent.1tin:s J.ime A. \\' right ( Dc:m.) of 
Pcnnsyl\',tni,1 and R.tnulf Compton (Rep.) of Connc:cticut inlrodutc:d in 
the Hou e ::i. rc:solution calling for J rc:.1fl1rm.1tion of the: dtcLH.1tion of the: 

ixt} - e,·enth Congre:ss of the Cnited tJtc:-, on June 30th. 1922. and 
rc:solving " that the Cnitcd tatc: shall u-.e it good officts .ind tJkl 
appropriate measures to the e:n<l thJt the doors of Palestine shall be: opened 
for free entry of Jc,, into th.it countrr . .inJ tlut thc:rc: shall be full oppur
tu_nity for coloniz.1tion. '-O tlut the Jc,, ish people m.iy ultim.1tc:ly rtrnn
c;t1tutc Palestine as a frte and dc:mocra.tic Jc,, ish Common\\ t'.d th ... 

On Fc:bruJr}' ::!nJ. Jn idcntic ll re:solution ,, .ts f.ithc:red in the en,1tc: 
by en.itors Robc:rt F. \V.1gncr ( Dc:m.) of .Ne:,, York .111J Robert A. Tafl 
( Rc:p. ) of Ohio. The-.c: rc:,oh.t101b ,, c.re; introduced ,, 1th 1u,picirn1-; sup
porr. L pon rneir tntroduct1on. , igorous c:ndor:,e:-mcnts c.tme from M.ijorit} 
Floor Ludcr John\\' . McCormJck (Dem.) of :M.1., ·.ichusdts Jnd :Minority 
Floor LeJder Jo eph \X'. l\fartin, Jr. (Rep.) of M.issachuscth . .ind the: 
l<:aders of the: <:n,lte, l'nitt'd t.1te:-s c:n.ttors Alben \V. Barklc:r ( Dem.) 
of Ktntuc:ky .ind \'v.illace H. \\!bite. Jr. (Rep.) of .1'1.tinc:. 

The P,tlc: tine C0mmission of the: Conference mll on J.1nu.1rr 3 ht Jnd 
\'Otcd to -~n_dor-.,c: th~ rLsolution-. ,rnJ to urgl their support b) ib dc:k:g.1tc:-., 
Jnd 1b .1lhlt,1tcd nat10n.tl org.1niz.1tiom. The ConfLre:nLe 1,suc.J the: folio"• 
ing -.,t_1tcmcnt : 

"The Amencan Jewish Conference is highh gr,rntied wtth the Paks
ttne re:,olur1ons \\ h1ch ha,·c: been inrro<luce:-d in the enacc: anJ rn the 
House of che Congre:,5 of the L'niccd tJtb. The:se resduc1ons reflect che 
ptric of chc Palcmne: Rt olurion ,, hKh ,, J:, adopctd bv an overwhelm

ing Y0te ac the gre:ac ~.uhc:ring of the Ame:nc.rn fe,, i:,h. Conf<:n:nce htlJ 
lase epte~ber. The Congressl('n,d rt-~olucion::, " iIL 1f .1Jopted. be: of uc
mo5r s1g111ficance rn .,e:-cunn~ th<: ri~lw, 1 f rhe .Je: ,, i)h pe:oplt' in P,de:iunc 
.ind the open mg of the door of P.1k:,unc for unr<.·smut'd J(: \\ ish 1mm1· 
i-:rJ.tion. The ",1rm n:(epc1on " hic:h cht: r(::iolution:, h,t\C: ret.c:1, r<l in both 
hrJnche:, of Congres:, .rn<l Jt thl h.111ds of the k 1Jer') o t both p.1.niLs 
.1u.i-:urs well for rhur r,1,c;.,1gt The Amuic.1n Jt\\ 1sh (.onftruKe cJlb 
url n .tll 1ts dciLgJtls ,111d .di che n,monJI orgJn[.:.uiom .dhliJct:J "nh ir 
co lend chur utmo:,c upron co tl1L:,t- rL olucion .ind co m.1ke heard the 
, 01ce of Ame:nLJn Jewry .tt!.1.1n t the \X'httt P,1per .tnd in bth.ilf of the 
le" 1-;h Common,, e.1lth In the halls of Con~r(::,:,. • 
.The Co·Cluirme:n of tht: Interim Comn1ittce st:nt kttc..rs to the.. .tuthor 

of the: rc-;olutHlm .111d to ( ongre.,-;1011.tl luJLr-, who ,, UL -,uppnrtin i:.: thun. 
exprc:-,sing the Confrrt'nLL·., .1pprc:c..i.1 t1on. ~1mult.111c..nu-;Jr. the:- C onfuc:nu: 
.1 ddrL"l"IC:'d .l ple:.t tn .1 1 I munhu ... of ( nn!-! rc.:-.-.. Ill \\ hid, it \\ ,l"I romte:d nut 

th.it thl rL-.olutr nn-; c ,prv,..,ul in c..-...,Lllll thL rt: "ltilutitin Jduptul by till' 
( onfrre111..e: I.t-..t ~LptunhLr rnd "1th th1, lnmmunil ll1Pn ,,t:11t thL ll,t t1f 
thL· original PaJc..,trnL R"·.,nluti,H1 lli tht ( nn iLru1u.:. ,\t thl' -...11111.: timL, 
c11111mu111LJtinn \HrL addrL..,,cd tu till 1.:J1t11r-. lii -.1x hu1hlr1.:d k.1dinl! 
the org.111iz.1tion... .1flili.1tc:d "ith thL ( nnfrrtncL .rnd to thL CunfcrL·l1Ll' dLIL
•~.1t1•, rc11uL -;ting thtir .1c..ti, c "LIP! t>rl. 
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He.iring, on tht: H:..,nlution \\<:rt: sthedulc:d in the Hou,c Committc:c: 

on Foreign Affair!:> for Fc:hnJ.Lr)' 7th .tnd in ;1<..lv~rnt<: of thi, scs-.;ion, the: 
Confln:mc sc:nt tc:lc:gr.1nh to its .tllili.tlc:d org.rni z.1tions urging tht:m lo giH· 
c:xpr<:s!'lion tu thc:ir support . 

. M.tn)' org.rniz.Ltions .111d inJi, iJu.tls rc:spondeJ ;tnJ sc:IJom h,l'i Con
gress ,, itnes!->c:d ;lll c:mpluti<.. c:xprc:!'lsion of sud1 , o lume. Rc:prc:sc:nl.ttin 
Sol Bloom , Cluirm.rn of the: Committee on Forc: ign Affair", .1sserted llut 
of the thous.rnds of communiotion, .rnd tc: leg r.1m-, retc:ivc:d , only ten 
rtgistc:rcd opposition. 

In the he.iring-. of the Hou,c: Committee:, \\'hich " ·ere hdd Fehnury 
7th .rnd ~th .1nd whi--h \\'Cr<.: rb umcd the following ,, c:ek, the: position 
of Americrn Jewry .1-, rernrdc:d by the Conference: rcsolution w.ts gi\'c.:n 
spcci .. 11 .. 1ttention. \X/hile the issues involved wert Jisrnssed ,tnd ddut<:d 
on their merits, members of Congress \\'Crc: naturally intcrc:stc.:d in ;.1scc:r
t.1ining the vic:\\'po int of the m.tjority of American Jews, p.trticularly in 
, ic"' of the present1tion of the dissenting ,·ic:wpoints by the American 
Cu11ncil for Ju<laism ;tnd thC' Amcric.111 Jewish Committee. r n opening 
rl1<· 1lelutc:. Dr. Silver ded.Lred th.Lt he w.1-. spc.1king fnr the millions of 
Jews rcpresentc:d in the: Confcrenn:. The Confc:rc:nn: rc:.:;o lution w.1<; rL.ld 
into the record by Dr. Isr.ie l Goh.btein , Co-Chairman of the Confc:rencc.: 
Interim Committee, who <les::ribcd in det.1il the .1ction of the Conference 
.rnJ it .:; representative ch.tracter. 

.. It rhere .1re amon.g American Jews some: voicc:s uf dissc:nt, be: thc:y 
c:, u so loud. or so often repeated o~ c:manati ng from men of wealth and 
high sc,cial position. rhey muse always be evaluated in their rrue propor
ttun, JS rc:prcscnring less than 10 per ce:nr of Americ.10 J(:wry," Dr. Gold-
1,1t in said. 
Others who referred to the Conference: position .rnd the: '.ldion it lud 

t.1ken ·were Dr. \v'i .:;e, Dr. J.1mes G . Heller of Cincinn.1ti. Herman Shulm.tn 
.ind Mr. Lipsky, .ill members of the Interim Committee of the Conference. 

Mr. Lipsky w .. 1s the concluding spokesman . Meeting the arguments 
" ·hich h:id been presented in hehalf of the American Council for Judai-;m 
by Mr. Lc:ss ing Rmem\'J.IJ, Mr. Lipsky uid: 

"[ happen co be an offici.11 of che American Jewish Conference char 
conducted rhe elecriom. \'I/ e devised a system of democratic represenrn
tion, of propcrrional group representation within the Conference. We 
created a Conference which gave an opporrnnity co every group to ex
press irs cpinion. We represented, according co our calcularions-two 
and a half millicn Jew;. All the national org1nizarions with the excep
tion of rwo ,;vere included. It was rhe most impressive ceremonial act on 
che pare of the Jewish people when they voced on the Palestine Resolu
tion. And the \'Cte on rhe Palestine Resolurion was taken after there had 
been three days' Jeliberaticn in a sub-commirree in which some of these 
men, who sub e1..1uenclr did nor \'Ote. pnmcip;Hed in the debar<' Thq 
p.11 ricipatcJ on rhe floor by m.1king sucemencs .rnd decbrac1ons .... 

"Mr. Rosemv,1ld cescified here char he represented, after an eflorc, 
after an expendicure of quire a gm,J deal of money, the nchicvcmencs of 
2,500 Jews who had rtgisrereJ with rhe American Council for Judaism 
-2,500 as .1gainst rhe 2,500,000 Jews who ,vere in rhe American Jewish 
Ccnference." 
The witnesses in bc:lulf of the resolution b1sed their arguments for 

its adoption on the need for .1 re.lftirmation of the historic American policy 
on P.destinc. Its necessity, the)' argue<l , w,1s commanded by the tragedy of 
the Jn,·s of Europe, its wisdom vindicated by the grc,lt development of 
Palestine in the quJrter of .1 century following the B.dfour Dechlrntion, 
its timeliness emphasized by the thre;.1tened repudiation of the Balfour 
promisc, implicit in the \X/hite P.1per policy. 

Among those who spoke for the resolution were: Dr. C1rl J. Fric<lrich, 
Director of the School for O\·er<,e1s Administration, Harvard Uni\'crsit}'; 
l e\\'is G . Hines, legislat ive rcprc:sent.iti\'e, A . F. of L. ; Mrs. Moses P. 
Epstein, President o f Had.1ss.1h; Dr. \'va lter C. Lowdermilk, a-;s istant chief, 
Soil Conser\',lt ion Scn'ice, Dep.utn;er:l of Ag r:culture; Dr. Henry Atkinson, 
Prc.s idcnt of the Christi,rn Council on P.1lutine; R.1bbi \'\'olf Gold, honor.uy 
president. Mizrachi Org.1niz,1t ion of J\mer;c1; D.l\'id \v'c:rth~im. n1tiuul 
s<:uc:t,1ry of the Po::tlc Zion, and Dr. Em 1n ~1d Nc:um.rn n. 

The opposition to the rcsolutio.:i c..mc: r.ui nly from l\\'O smmes, the 
Amc:ric.rn Council for Jud ,1is:-;1 .rnd the "pokc:smc:n for Ar .. 1h g roups. Mr. 
Rost.ll\\".1ld propo .. cd to elimin.1te from the resolution references to the 
''Jc,, ish peopl e:." He accc:ptc:d the: first p.1 rt of the resolution calling for 
the opc:n inJ; of P:ilc:stin<:'s doors to Jew-.. I le: \\'aS willing to Juve P.tles
tine con..,t itutc:d .ts a frcc: .ind dc:moc r.1tic rnmmom,·<:alth, hut not as ,1 
" Je\\'ish " commom, c:.tlth .rnd not by the: " Je\\'ish people... His ,1dvoc.Ky 
of Jc:\\ ish immigrat ion into P.1kstinc: ,,·.1s b~1sed solely on the: proposition 
tlut the \v'hitc: Paper \\ .h .t d iscrimi11.1tion ag.1insl the J c:ws as such. 

Mr. Rosc:n\\'ald w ntedcd tlut he reprc:scnteJ .1 minority viewpoint. 
He: estimated the memhcrsl1ip of the Council at that time at only 2,500. 
But R.1hhi Loui.., \,1olscy of Phibdclphi.i, \\'ho followed him the next Jay, 
\\ ,ts nl>t "o frank. 1 o one:. he m.1int.1incd. could say where the majority of 
Amc:rion Jews tood. J k Jud rnit takc:n ,1 "st1ti-;tic'' of American Jewish 
opinion. Like: Mr. Roscm, .lld, R.1bbi \\'.'o lsc:y \\'.ts fc,uful o f the conse
<1uenccs of Jewi-.;h 1utionhood in P,llcstine. "Je\\'s,'' he <;.1id, " would be 
subject lo suspicion and prejudice .rnd." he: continued, "my pos ition in 
Ameriu he--·omes c:qui\'oc1l. " 

The Americ.111 Jc,, ish Committee: did not m.1ke .rn .ipre.u.rncc before: 
the: Congression.tl ( ommitk(:, but submitted ;1 mcmor.rndum in which it 
urgc1..I .1hrog.1tion of the Brit i-,h \\;thite P.1per ;rnd proposed .rn .1mc:ndment 
to provide "for .1n intcrn.1tion,1 I trustc:c:ship rc:spon'iibl e: to the: United 
1 .1tions." It .is1·c:d tlut "fi.u I dc:tc:rm i n.1ti on of th is rnni rm·c:rsi.1 I q ue-;tion 
r of thc Jc:,, ish Commun\\ l.tlth l he: defrrreJ." 

At the wncluding S(. s, ions of the House Committee: on fcbru.uy 15th 
:tnd I Mh. :-.poke:smen for the Ar.tb pmition nude it ( lc:.1r tlut Ar.1b opposi
ti()n to the re,olution \\ as diru:tc:1..I .1g.1inst not on lr the Jc:d .. 1r.1tiun in fa,·or 
of .1 J t\\'ish Commonwe.tlth, but .1g.1inst rcl.lx.1 tion of curbs .1g.1inst Jewish 
1mmi_gr.1tion. Thi., ~btimony .rnd the hc:lligcrc:ntly-wuchc:d protests from 
the: Ar.16 -,~.itc:s ,~·h,ch c.u~1c: l.1ter, rc-ndc:reJ untc:1uhlc: the .uguments of 
thos( "ho. tn urgmg dck-tmn of the Common\\'c:.dth d.tusc from the reso
~ution, lud cnntendt:d tlut relinquishment of politiL,ll objcdi ,·es ,,·oulll 
induce the Ar.th.-. to ,1<..Ctpt _l( .. \\ ish immigr.1tion into P.tlc-.tinc:. On the: 
~-ont~.try, _ it ,~rc-ngthcncd the- po:-. ititH1 of thmc who .bsertcd tint Jc\\'i :,h 
1n_1n11gr.1t1on into P.tlc:stinc: wuld be: prcJ1L.tteJ logiolly on the cre.uion 
ut tht: rt<Juis ite pnlitiol ttHhlitiun-.. on the .h,c:rtion th.it P.tlestine mu-.t 
in thL futurc l,LLnmc: .. 1 J(·,\i'>h ( on11n<H1\\Cllth 1nd tint 1<lmi-;-:1 r, of Jew· 
into llu~ wuntry. must lx g r.rntcd .l!'> of politit,tl right .rnJ not ,·ouch-,.1fc:J 
.1s .1 phtl.rnthwp1t or hum.rnil.tri.rn g(:sture. 

~:lws th~ dch,1tc: nn th<: resolution .. before the: Congression.d Committee: 
d.rnl ,ed .. 111 1:-.,uc: on ,, hi,h m.111r lud been rnnfusc:d. \Vhilc: the Common
,\ c~ lth. in P.1ltstine toll~>\\'CL~ Jc·". ish immigution in time, it preceded it in 
l\lpc to~ m_.is., Je:\\ 1-.h 1m1_rng r.1tl()n intu P.1le tint pre-;upposc:d .iccept.tncc: 
llt the pnnuple tlut P.d<. ,t,nc: ,, .1 ... t1> bc:u)mc: the: Jc:,, i,h N.1tion.1l H ome . 

. A~ till~ tt)11t lti...it>n t'i~ the: hc.uing-.. it ".is ind1Lllc:1..l tlut .1 grut 
~-lJt~_ntr ul C..t1n~r<.. s-.;mc:n l.1n1rc:J the .1Jopti,1n of the. rc;olut ion. Onlv 111 .1 
t<.. \\ ls1ll.lt(·d l.l'i(.'', \\ .l', thr•r(: • 11\ SU_g!,!c-.tion t!ut the re ... olut:nn-; he: .1mcndtll 
to c:li1~1in.ll<:_ thc "t)rd~ ··_1<:\\ ish ~-o_rnmoirn ulth." .is prop hc.J b\ rc:i)rc
~<..nt.ltl\ ts o~ th<.. .t\mc:rttJn ( oun,il fur Jud 11 ... 111. 

[kforc .!dinl! un th<. rc:,olut111n ... . Con~rt.·..,sion.d lc.hkr-.. lud JTIO\(:d to 
.1-,tul.lin the pn-.ition of the Fxctuti, c B~.111th nf th .. Cw, ernmcnt. Thc 
( luirm 111 oi the , en.ll<.. Forei_!,!n Rt l.1til1n-. Committc( "rutl tu the: \,' J r 
.u~d • t.ltc DLp.trtmc:nh ,olititing their opin inn. At .111 cxc--uti,c ,c:,sion 
1>I .th_L ,_en HL .. Comm1tt<.<. o~ _Fehnur.y .2 )rd. Gui. Genrgc: C. i\La-.lull. 
( h,~·I ot , t.1lt. pn:-.ented md1t.1n ohJc:dinm to .tdion .tt thi.., time:. Hi s 
te,t1mrn1} \\ .h prcccllc:d on FLhru.1ry ~th hr .1 rommunit.lt1on from 
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~<..a<:t,lry of \'Xf,u H<.:nry tim-;on ,ind one from Sc:crc:t..1.ry of St,1te Cordell 
Hull. eutt.1ry Hull'-; letter, it wJ.s reported. w,ls non-committal, rc:fernng 
n1Lrdy to the po it ion of the \X1ar Department. Ho" e\·er, he lud not of
fered ,rny objectiom to the introduction of the resolution when his advice 
",ls -;ought b} its proponenb in a<lv,rnce of the resolution ·s i~tro<l~ction. 
The objection-; of these: offa i,tb, it \\',ts k,lrncd on good ,lUthonty, did not 
go to the merih of the resolution, but \\'CCC concerned solely with the 
question of timc:linc.:ss. 

After the \'v' ar Dc:p,lrtment l1.1d recorded its objections, there suddenly 
tJ.mc a number of seemingly concerte<l protests ,lg,linst the Congressional 
resolutions from the ArJb St.1te-;. Although the Ar,1bs in Palestine were 
-,ilent .rn<l, according to ome ne\\ sp,lper dispatches from th.it country, ap
pc,trc:d to be indifferent to political de\'clopments. the neighboring Arab 
states, \\ hich owed their independence to the first \X'orld \'v'ar and which 
were perhaps the gre,1tc.st bendic.i.uies of the pe,1cc that followed that war, 
\\ ue now cng.1gc:d in a determined dfort to denr fulfillment of the pledges 
w hie h \\ ere nude to the Jewish people: in the 191-i- 18 conflict. 

The:-.e rnmmunications were r(miniscent of the intimidations of the 
puiod bc:l\, cc:n 19 .)6 .rnd 19 .,9, "hen Ar.1b .1git1tors, inspire<l by the p.iiJ 
pr<.'P•\l~,111dists of the .izi-F,1:-.c:ist nuchine, suctccded in terrorizing the.: 
l\1JnJJtory Po\\'Lr into ,l br<..,lth of ih trustc:esbip of Palestine, forcing the 
issu;ince of the Ch,1mberl,lin \Vhite P,tper of l 939. Their disposition so 
bolJly to thrc:.tt<:n the.: Unitc:d ations ,ll this time:, in the face of the 
,1-,sureJ vittory of the Unitc:d N.ttions, led many to inquire whether they 
luJ not bccn encour.1ged to pursue this course by those who favored per
petuation of the \Xlhite P.1per. 

The intcr\'cntion of the Ar..1.b States on this issue provoked resentment 
in the Halls of Congress. ScnJ.tor \XI agncr met a request to withdraw his 
rc:solution \\·ith the pointed dccl.uation that "Congre·s which for more 
than a century has been able to reach its own conclusions without advice 
from officials of foreign nations, is fully .1ble to reach a wise conclusion in 
this mJ.tter which will be in accord with the wishes of the American 
people." 

Congressman Ranulf Compton of Connecticut, co-sponsor of the 
rcsolution, concurring \Yith Sen,ttor \X'agncr's rejection of the Ir.1qi pra
te t, observed that "My first thought upon learning of the protests of the 
r: !!q>ti.in, lr.1qi }'rian and Lch.111011 Gtn ernm<: nh, 1, th. t l l1e-,e protC;sh 
may " ell h.n c been tnsptrcd hy the BritJ-,h GoYernmcnt, \\ hich 1s m con 
trol in those countries." 

This was the situation early in March and the March 31st deadline of 
the \Xlhite Paper was f.lst approaching. There was a clear necessity for 
·ome word which would at once reJssure the Jewish people that their 
hopes were not to be crushed and which would, at the same time, disabus\! 
the leaders of the Arab States of the notion that the last word had been 
spoken on Palestine in 1939. The suggc: ·tion that this word might now be 
dclaycd might in itself be: interpreted as a dc:claration of policy inimical to 
the: Je\\'S. Continued silence on the p.ut of the United Nations on the 
suhjec.t of Palc ·tine might be construed in some quarters, as acquiescence 
in the status quo. Thus. silence itstl f would become a political act and the 
forces which \\'C:re urging it in the name of militJry expedien0y were, per
hJ.ps, um, ittingly, forging politicJl policy. 

There was a clear analogy between the present situ,ltion and that of 
1939, \,hcn the threat of military disturb.ince had forced political sur
n.:n<ler. .Many now turnc:<l to President Roosevelt, who had been for mil
lions of opprcsse<l peoples the symbol and standard-bearer for their hopes 
of post-\\·Jr reconstruction. From all parts of the UniteJ St.ltcs went pleas 
to the President for a clarification of United States policy on the promises 
of thc past and the hopes of the future. 

V , TH£ PRESIDE ·T'. STATI"M [ ' T OF 1.fARCH 9TII 
It \\'J.S following this wide-spread public expression that President 

Roose\·c:lt rc:ceiYeJ Dr. \\?ise and Dr. Silver on March 9th and authorized 
them to issue, en his behalf, a statement in \\'hich the United States 
GoY<..rnmc:nt fornully as ·c:rted its non -concurrence \\'ith the Chamberlain 
\'\' bite: P.1pc:r of 19 39 and of greater signifi~amc:, renc:weJ hope that 
Jewish aspirJtion to P.destine would be rcalizc<l in the post-war recon
:-,lruction. The st,1tc:mcnt follow : 

'The President authorized us ro say rhac che American Government 
11.1~ never gi"en its ;ipproval co the \X'hice Paper of 1939. 

"The President is happy thar che doors of Palestine are roday open ro 
Jc•., ish refuge.es and rhat when future decisions are reached, full justice 
will be done co rhosc whc eek a Jewish National Home, for which our 
Gon:rnmenc and the American p<:ople ha\'e al\\·ays had the deepest sym
p.irhy and today more rhan ever, in \'iew of the rragic plight of hundreds 
of thousand~ of homeless Jewish refugees." 
The Pre: idenfs st.ttement broke a long silence, a\'erted its prejudicial 

conscquc:ncc:s .rnd opened the door to a clJ.rific.1tion of Americ.rn policy. 
At no time since the is uance of the \'vhite Papc:r of 1939 had our Govern
m<..nt fornully registered ,rny objection to it. More recently, there had been 
J tendency on the: p,ut of m,tn)' officials of our Government to abstain from 
positi\'e references to the future of the Jewish atio11Jl Home. The 
Pre: idt:nt 's st.itement, \\ hich came: Jfter all the Arab protests had been re
cci\·c:d, Jispc:llc:d the: illusion fostered by e.ir East propagandists that the 
L'nit<.:d ·t.1 tes lud .1b.tndoncd the interest it affirmed in 1922, when Con
gress un.rnimously approved the: cstablishmcnt of a Jewish ational Home 
in PJ.lestinc.:. It sen·eJ notice that the liquidJ.tion of Je\\'ish rights to Pales
tine contc:mplJted in the \'\' bite Paper must be arrested. It strengthened 
thl' position of thJ.t section of British leJ.dc:rship and public opinion which 
conc.urred with Prime 1'1inistcr Churchill's condemnation of the \X/hite 
PJpc:r as .1 ··brc:.1ch J.n<l rq)U<liJ.tion" of the Balfour Declaration of 1917. 
It relaxed tension5 creJtc:d by the intervc:ntion of the Dep.irtment of \XI ar. 

It should be: notc:d that ne\\'S of the President's tatement ,, .is censored 
in the c:.ir East for six JJ.ys and publication wa,; blnncd in the Hebre\, 
prv,s, although ArJb papc:rs \\ ere pc:rmitteJ to print criticism of it. 

A number of Congr('i'>mtn f<..lt tlut if the: Pn:sident felt free: to 1n.1k<.. 
such J. st.1tun<..nt the· h.in nn ( o:~grC;ssior-.11 .1ction \\'JS unju::,tir~LJ. 1 Iow
n ·c.r, on 1farch ~ 'th, the Home Committee on Foreign AffJirs formallr 
annuunu:d tlut 1t \\'OulJ take no action "at this time" on the: \\fright
( ompto_n resolution. " Advice .ind information gi\'en to us by those 
rc~pons1ble for the conduct of the \\\lr. haYe con\'incc:d the Committee th.it 
Jdion upon the PJ.le-,tine r<:solution Jt this time \\'Ould be unwi ·e, .. the 
Committc:c: tJ.ted . Thi J.ction follo,\ c.:J the receipt of J. ktttr from. 

lH<..tJr}· of \\"' ,1r ~tim'.>On, d.itcd 11.trch 1 ... th, which stJted: 
"Concc.rn111g our connrsJuon with respect co House Rescluc1ons 118 

.111d 119. 1c 1s ch<: tunsidc. red Judgment of cbe \\:t Jr Dep.irtmenc clue 
"trhout n:fertnc.e t0 tht' merits of these resolution , further action on 
rhem ,lt this time: \\ Ould be prejudKi.11 co the succc:ssful prosecuc1un cf chc ,, .tr .. 
C ommc.nting on this ,tction, Rc.prc.sc. nt.1ti,·<.. \'\' right. w--,pomor of th<; r(:'>Olution. Jid : ._ 

' \X~e .ire nor military scr.uc:g,srs and \\e c.innor oppose our judgment 
on mtl1r,1q m.mc:rs to the.: Judgmc.nr of our mdiun lc.ader, 
. "But rb1s muse nor be cons1derc:J .1 judg~em upon the merit<;. 

fa cmually- Jnd I hope soon- " e must dtc1dc whether er nor we wtsh 
to m.1intain che pO!,HIOn ,,e mok 1n the resolur1on of 1922 and 111 rhe 
com cm,on of I 925. 1 ht claim co PJlc::-,rme 1s .1 just one and JOY oh1e:c-
11n11 "h1ch rhc. t\r.16" m.1h co tt ,.., in\',1lid A, soon .1, th<. rndu 11r 
po-.i1ion impr<'\'<:'>. it ts rhc: obli_cJC1on of the Hou ·c. to r,1kc allirmati\'e 
.1n1011 on th<. Pak rinc. re: olut1on. • 
Th,.,_ in c. .. ,.,c.ncc. \\'J" the po-,1tion t 1kcn on M.1 rch .2 1, t hy the Jntc.rim 

( Pllln~1ttce of th_c. Amc.ricJ.n Jt\n-.h Conforcncc. . Th( prt\ iom cl.ly the 
P.1k::,t111c: Comm, .,,on Jtioptcd .1 rc-,0lution \\elrnming th<. Prc:-,1tknt·.., 

Lut h lJth .. t.1tuncnt ,llld c.·xprc.--,-,ing the hop<. tlut till ,;1ilit.tr\ ,1uthoritic.:-, 
,,<nild ,oon. wm1,tc.nt "ith thc rc.tlit1c.-. of thc. ,ituJ.ti<m. "1thdr.1\, thur 
11bjution.., '>\l tlut Congrc. ..,.., wulJ Jd on lhc. rc,olut1nn,. Thc. n.,,nlutinn 
\\ , l '\ .tdnptul hr'"'· lnttrim ( Clllll11ittcc ,111 ~f Ill I, l , , , ( ,., Arr{ n,1,-. B _ ... ) 



At ,l \\ hill' 1-IDu,L prv,s wnfcrcnc.c on l\Ltr.h 2)-{th, th<.. Prc..,idcnl ,ts
:,,<.rkd th lt hi, , iL\\ s (111 P.tlv .. lin<... ,l., 1-!i' ct' lll Dr. \\'ise ,llld Dr ~il\'lr on 
I\L1rd1 t)th. u1nforrned tu the j'll,it;,,n' uf the. \\'.tr Dlp.trtmc:nt .rnd did nut 
u nllil t w;th it. He .1c.•.t.:pkd tlic milit.1ry <>hjL~t1un to .1dion .1t th;s tit11(: .is 
,l'i ,l tc.mr'\lrll'~ h ·t. ·1 be l til ;lil I <1 ll' tll II \\',1', l I!, Ill b ... \\"1)rb: I ,>ul ;11 the: 
1 ul,;r,._ 1•1 l c n,1c1;,,11 ,, :11i t!iL neic.c.-. 

rhL m1lit.ir} h1r d"d not ~unt;nw: Ion~. Fullu\\ ;ng i11<1uirtc:-. 111.tde to 
thL \\ '.1r Dq1.11 tmcnt h:, r.:prc'-u11.ll i, L"' ,if th,: ,\m.:ricm Ziuni'.>t [mer
!.!--11 1 ( uunLil .111,I b ~l1,~to1-,, 1.urnl'r .u11..I T.tft. SL'lrt:t.tn Stim-,n11 "rote l I ,, J 

tu ~u11l1 'r '1.1ft nn (JLtuber I oth: 
• I J,1 fed r:1H the milit.1ry consi,ler,:t·t>Jb ,,hid, hd tu 111) prcvi,,.i, 

.1u1on 1,prusing till p .15s:i~e uf chis rt:,uhirion :11e not ,I) strong .1 f.tLwr 
ll\l\'. .. -. tht:y \\Lrl r1 1L11. In 111) jud,t•mu1t, r1~liriL.1l Ct>11,iJcr.1tions now 
1 1r\High the milit.iq .. ind tlic t~">llC.:~ should b1 ducrmineJ upon the 
I c!iric.d r.uhu rh.111 the milit.1ry.'' 
·1 hu.., , ~diun on thl' 1<:sulutitnb n1.1y he.- c.,p1.:c tcd in the nut lvo dist.int 

futurl'. 
VJ. Pt ' bl I( ()p1;-,.;1<1; 

The ;ntrndult;1)t1 of the. P.1k·,ti11.: 1<:,Pluti1H"- .llld tht disLU'i..,;1m·, \\ hid1 
inllmhJ 'i(nul t11 Lrl·,lt ... tl1roughuL1l tlw cm111tr} .111 .1,,.1 rc.ncs uf Jc:,\;..,11 
.11..li;l\L'l11Cnt in F.1 k-,ti11c: .rnd .1 '>jlllp1thc.tic und-..r t.md111g c)f Jt\\ i-.li .1s
pir.1tild1'> thc:rl'. ·1 he: foe u,cJ .1ttc11t1c,r1 011 the ,,,ohli.:111 .llhl hrnugiit it to 
the il'l"C'. The_, L"\(•kcd ,l 111 1'>'> d .. r.11 111-;tr.,tion {1:1 th<: j"''r1 ,if 1\m,:rion r~::)
!i( t ,,ini,·11. Edituri.1ls u1dursing tlil' t(. • 1 lut 011, \\C!L' r•ri11tcJ ;n hundr,:ds 
l'f i\.,~Kric.,111 lh.\'. ..,p.ir<.:-, . 1 l :1~:, ( nn:,1( ',lt1Ll1 lK lll1( th ... , i~~ irous .td,-i
t.lt(-, or Jt.:\\ i,h P.tle,tilll .111d th1...:r c,rr,_,,.dn , nf su!yort. g\u1 to the 
( n11f .. ~-c.n.c t1> t!1e , rnu;L.111 Zion.•,t T:nxrt:,·nq C0t1ncil ,:hl t,> l,L.1 I 
i.1:1,·1gcm, Ctmmittc ... -. f,1r P.1kst;nl. dc•·:1 <11-t,r.1tc th.it th.:; :;11Ltion, 
\', oukl li.l\ l l·un .i-1, 11 tul 1) j' .l1l ()\'e \', h ... lmins m 1jnntr in hot:1 I iou•l -; 
LL~l th.·; t O!~L I i .l , L . ·1 I l • o:umc.. • 1\1 r ~ i!ld P.1k,t~,1....' • ptl'-
1 i•,1i<..J hr the c('llllCii lll1 O,ttlbcr 12th, di:,,1.·!n L''i th it lilllre th lll 100 Con· 
g1<..s~mu1, 77 !"'er cu1t uf th.: 7~tli Clll::.!fC"I'- . .ire l'l1 rcu>rd in I.I\ or ui l L 

J<.. \\ j-,h .tspir."itiom in P.1kslinl·. 
Durin_g the p.1-.t }TH, the. 1\mcriun P.dc:,tinc.- (L1 rnnitt<:l'. the ,·chicle.

fo r the: c:xpn .. -,:,1011 uf the: '>', n!p.1tby .u~d l,!11l:d will t f ( 1risti.1n 1\mcriL 1 for 
thl' 1110\-..mc:nt to rL l:>i 1bli,h the Je,,·i-;h N.1tion.tl I lomc: in P.t11:-,t111c:, 
triplc:J its mc.mbcri;bip .rnd ib .1 <..ti, iti<:-.. h.1, l' <.., p.111dt.:,l. Tb<.. ( < m 1111tt<..<.. i-. 
I c.1Jc:d b\' u1 ~~r RoL .. rt L \\'.~~n ..... Ch 1inr, n .. rnd Su .. nor ( 11.ll l<: ... L 

_ h.111m111 !DLL<:l'> Li). I 1,cu1t•,1. Cltrnil 111 lL•dt.:s Dr. 
D.rnicl L M.trs;h, Cluirm.111_ Pr, IL--.1,r Y,'i lli ,1111 F. Alhnght. Dr. HL'ill} 1\. 
Atkimon, J. M. JJl.1l<id~. Mr-,. \\ '.1lhr Fer.~u•,llJ1. Dr. Cul J. Fri1.:dr11..11 • 

\\'illiJm Grc.c.-n. Eric t\. Johnstl 11, \\ illi.1111 11. Kiu 11 • Rcrrc,ent.lt;,•e ]l'lll1 
\\'. ]\{c.(unn .• LI.., Phil ip I\furr.ty, ~c:n.itor Cl.wd<.. Plpp~·r. Judge Fnnk. ,\ 
Pic.ird. Dr. D.lllic:I J\. PulitH~. Mis, D.1pl111c Rl h_rt, .Mt,nsignur Tohn \ 
Knn. ~<..11 tt"r Ul·ut D. Tl:n1\ . .1, ... \'-.:n.Ltor 1\rt:wr H. \. rndrn:\crg, br. C1rl 
Hum.rn \'us:, .rnJ Dr. l\Liry L. \\'oollt!y. D1r<:ctur of tl1L C.11mrr1ittc.: i•, 
. '-..,1 n Ho,, .ud i'l. Le Sourd. Ll _ 1I cluptLrs l>f ti 1c.- Amui· .m P;i!c:,t1Pc 
Cc. m:nittc<.. Ii n·l ken f ~>rmul in .1 rn1mh:r of c.itic:s. 

The.- Chri -,ti.111 Countil on IJ.dc ,tin1.:. whiJ1 i-, huJr..-J br Dr. IIcnrr t\. 
Atkinson, h.t-. du1Li!cJ ih ffl<.. r~h..:rship .lnd m.1nr tiut t11;d n~ A111c1:ic,rn 
dc.nz\mc:n .ire n ,,., .1 ·ti,dr u~i·•tLd in its r.rnl-.s, .111 nHr th._ l nitc I Sutc-_, C • 

P.1rlil uLu I) gr.it,!\ 1ng h l [ L...Ll till L. 'd.llt tv \' hid1 r•us ,lb ;n liber.d 
.ml! pro6rL-,:,iH r.!cil._s in the t ·n,,cJ SutL, h.1,·c: b ... rnmc: \\.umlr intcrl'stu.l 
in P.1k tine.. On l\Luch lJth t1·u'" , . .1-, u•m<:ncd in \\'. ·,hin6ton .l N.1tilHU1 
Cunfuull<: on P.1k:stinc, \\'hiLh ,,-.is spon:-.on:d h~ the. r\mcri, l!l Pilt.:.:-tin~ 
Comm tl<..(.', in rnupc:r.1tiun with the.- t\m..:ric.111 rc.:d<..r.ttion of L 1hor, the 
Chri:-.ti.•n Cl'llllCil on P.tk~tin-... tlic ( >ll~re-.~ uf InJustri.tl Orgmi:t:.1tio11~. 
the. l"rcl \\ 'orld 1\:-.:,uLiJt;on, tl,l l niun fo~ Dum r 1 l ·L r\diL1'l th: l'ni
t.mJn rcllu,,~hip fur ~uc.i.d Ju:,t;_ .._. .rnJ the l nitcJ (h,i,ti.111 Cou11Lil for 
Duno<..r,lL}. 

ThL :'\:.1tion.tl ( t•nfc.r-..n, c. "l'c ·ki 1.~ i,>r million:-. or J\mc:iit.lll~. id ... n 
tifiLJ ihc.lf ,, ith th1..: f1fll!!r.lm 1·f tl11.: P.tlcstin1: Rc.-s,,lutiun of the A11Kr:c.l:l 
Jt:\'. ish LinflfU1lC'. It d<:cl HL l. 

\\ 'e rult1:m our f.:1t11 .. • tl :ii1 i:-ic ,b '"-ll 1s the: ktr ... r llf tk B·lf,·m 
D ..... :.1r.ui1,n .111<l a~k for .1 n .. ,·,irnum Jc\'. 1~h immi~r.,ri"n inm P.11L,rin.: 
.,11J full orr ,rt1111:ty ftlr lll1lllll.''.,ICIOn .. nd l(. )11t)ll1iL t.1,.;\'(.')opmcnt. 

" \'\' c: rc1fl::m :ht: u,dit:ou.il r1 fa;· nt < ur l .io, (tnmenr .rnd .1sk for 
.111 dTcdi 1·1..• 11' .1,wcs ·., rb~ 1.::1d rb.tt P. lC',t111e ni. v be: rcconsrirnrcJ hy 
thC' lc.\\;,h Ill,;+·., t trt• .. ud <.kmocr.,ti1.. kwi,'1 (1,mmon" t..ilrh." 
t\d, nt;l ll ·1 f tl1c (, n ...:1 c ... si,.._1n.d 1c.-.ulutilH1S \\ ,L'> urb11c:d ··.1t tlll L,uli..:st . '-' 

l i pt 1 tun it:-·· .. 
(. irl~ I '.> O rro111i.~t·11• ( hri,ti.ui..., \\llU umc Lt)lll -5 (l.Hl1J11Ullit:L, in 

~ > '>l llv, .• 1t:1..nd, .. ,I ~ii( j,_;,lt .llll ,tl Co::f<:rcnLl, t\l -.tud:; Clll1l1>1nic. .rn~I roI;t
i .. d pruhknh in Ldc~tin~.:. Tbc ~iinncr. th.tt e:,·1.:ning \\,h .,ltend ... J by 
'l 111L ~()() r1:r~tJl1". i11Lludit1t.: Jl1,ll1)' ~l'\C:'rlll1llllt utl1ll 11-,, .md \\,h .1d
dr1.. s;..J .. unong l'thL·r, h \ lll'·Pr ... -.i,lu1t Hu1!" i\. \\'.tll.11..-... A i..llI t1nuini· 
u mm1llc<:. he~tdt:J h\ Dr. D.mic.l L 1\1 r-.h of 131 stun. ,, .1.., l n:,1k~I lll .1rr~ 
<'11th<: ( pnfLru11..1..\ ,,urk. Gt, .. ~h ul tl'c. (onfL:r<:IH.L' rt!portcd b.1d.;: tu tl1t:i'r 
ltlt...tl u1mmu111tic,. Th<.:y 11.1\'c h1.:l0,11c .1mt .l-. .... 1Jur-. of goud \\ ill for Jc,, i:,h 
P.d<..~t111e. 

Tlunk-, tu the cilurh l'f llll d I:mtrg1..nc\ Cummittcc-. for P.1k..,tinc:. 
the.re h.n <. hLL11 hundrc.:J.., uf r.h li1> pw~r.u11 .... Il1Lc.tin!.!-, .rnd forum-, un 
P.tk-,tine. M1>fL dun :,.OPU urg.111;L.1titrn, ... h.1, l .11..h>ptnl ~ym1 .1th<..ti1.. fl'•l•lu
tiun:.. nf one kinJ llf .m,>thu. ThL'ir .tdi\ itic-, m.1,.- bt l.!,1ugc:1..I b\ tl 1 L ·.1d 
tlut in une (ity .tlunc:. D...twit, murL th.111 ~2.(Hil 1iostur~!-.., .11{d l tJ_(l(iO 

ILtkr, ,lfL knu,\ n tt1 h.,, c ~1._:tn :-.L'llt to ( unt!tl','>li1L11 un the P.tle::,,tine rc-.ulu
tiun, in JJJ1tH n tu ..,,,111- ).(HIO tck .. .!r.1111~ tu the PrL,idcnt. In the -,m di 
Lllmmunitr uf Mc.riJcn. C.unn. tl1lr.: ,, cr1.: 1.2.0!HJ ktkrs . 

.t\s in ·En.~.d,uhl. \\hLr1.. th<.. 13nti-.h Lth >r P.1rt~· r1..1..ently j..,sucd .1 m ,st 
\ i~, rtiu, pn111ounccmLnl Jl1 f .. \ ,,r L f tht.: ]-:\'. i-.h r'->~;ti,Jn. ,\nll'riL.111 l.1bor 
luJu, h.1,e llli1l(; t1) the frunl in th1.: b.1ttk fur JL',, i,h rit:hh. Shorth· .titer 
the Am riun Jc.:,, i~h ( ()11frru1,L' rc1..1.:..,,1.:,L tl;l. 1\mL·ri~.cll l .:,kr.1tiPn oi 
L.1h,r ( l)Ulllil medin_l! in B\1-,t1..H1 in OdohL'!' .. ~,l11pt-..,I .1 re ... l)lul!llll ur!_!in ...: 
tlut th<.. rc..o;tridion-. lll1 Jc,,i,h :mmigr.1ti,m .uh! -,cttlu1hnl cunt.1int~l i:1 

the: Uriti:,h \\ hik P.q1c:r,,f J lJ;1J h<.: \'.ithJr.rnn .111~! tlut th..: B.dfllur Dc.: Ll.tr.1-
llon hL· ~l m,1 lemLntLd tlut Lh... hop ... .., .llld .t '>I ·r..t1un, uf the: Jc\\ i ,Ji pL1lpk 
tv I uiL.l tLuL u,, :i u1m11)1..>Jl\\ <.:.lltJ1 in JJ.il :,~!Ill l'e r1.:,tliznl. 'I he CIO in ih 
n.1tiun.tl llmH:ntilll1 in Phil.tddj hi.1 in 19 1, .1,-..1ik1..I the \,1 hit..: P.1p ... r .h 
''Ji,Lrimiruturr- unfair. u111u..,t .1111.I .1 hin<lr.1nc1.. tu the:\' .ir ufort'' .1111.l _?.tH 
1h • \\"h1..1khurtl'J '>llppurt t the ,\mcriL111 )1.:\', i-.h C, nfrru1,e. The 
l 'nitcJ Autumt b1k \\ \lrkcr ... , the: l.1r1~ ... t un:on 111 th ... \\.>rid, .d,o cun
l.kmn ... J tl1L \\ 11itl' P,1re:r .tt :t-. lllll\llll!1)11, .ind ll1.l11\" oth...r C..IO .rnd A. F. 
,>f L int<:rn.1til,n.t!..; h.1\ l' ,kt l.1rul tliLm,,._h L'> unpluti1. Lil ) un the lJU1.:~t;0n. 
In thL· ,prin_c. thLr-.. ,,.h iormc.:d ti1( 1\1.1lri .111 }-..,\ i-,h Tr.1tk l ·nion C()m
mittLL' fur P.1_lv,tilll. \\_l11(li j.., hL.tJul I\ ~1., Z.~ritzk: . ,tnd ,, hi, h '>llj'I' irt, 
tlil· dun.uh! t1..1r .t J1.:,, hh ( rnnm ,m, c.tl,h 111 P.tk tinL. ~r r. ,r<.:--11 .md i\fr 
.Murr.1~ .1r1.. 1t, ho;1t.,r.1r: duirmu1. ·1 hi, wmm1t~u: " t:fll\\ in!! r.i1•i.lh .t!I 
u•, Lr the cull!ltrr. ' 

~[ud1 prn!_.!11.:,., h,i... l LLll m.1t.k in th, L iuntr) \ (t>lk~(.., .t.1J un;,Lr,1t;(s 
.ll!d l' tt... uf th ... m,)~t impr1., ih ,1, m,JJ1.,tr.tt1l)lh llt ..,cnt1:ncnt umc on l\i 1 

1- r:1. t_l1l .1i1r1'."-·r,.~n ut· t!JL pn 1~1 :lutt,l1n t1I tl1L \\ hitc.. P .. l ... r. ,, '11:11 1.-00 
,\mu'l lP u111,u,1t:, i'TOl1.:, t>r JUlllLJ m .1 p...ti~i n ur, I'!.! Pr(, dent R,)o•c 

\(.I~[\) .ld in I h.tlf nf t'rc .. e:ntn ,if }l\\, ,11,ll P. lv,t111: ",u tl1.1t the: r ... ,, i .... 1 

p(;'lpl .. • 111 .1~ ult'm.tkl: 1..lltht1tuk P.tlc tllll .i... .1 frc..c .rnd t!Unl rJtiL °Ju•. i h 
(_1'll11lhll\\Ldtl1." : n]L ,i,:-:111..r-.. indu~kd l'>P uill Ul prl,tdu1h ,l

0hl the 
!.ltldt1 11,1.:11~htr, ,•t ~-..n tllll\Lr,1ti1.., .111) t•>lk..:L,. ,itu.,tul in l ! -.t.lt1..,. 

\ II. ()p11 "l1l1J.'.',; h )R< I 

~\Ll 1..>r 1>p}'thicion l , JL" i,li n 1til·1ul .hp1r.1ti,,:b ,n P.1k,t111e; h Cl m~. 
,h,rrn; thl' )L'.lr, frnm the. i ... ul.H,t•n=st 1\mcr1un ( u llllil fl r lud.ti,m. 
\\hi . Ii. it "ill ht.. r ullc:J. u•ul .li...rupti\C: t.1t..ti~., Jur;nc tl1c l..,,;(;n of the. 
( ont'c.r .. mc in '-=Lj tLmh ... r. }l) 1; , i,,uin; .1 ... u·u11u1i. .1tt.1Lk;11..:: fc:,,:,h 
rutiun.tii-,m in .111 ·1!' 1"'-l fu1t L1f, 1rt tl> ~Ii tr.1 t .,ttult;l:, from th ( ,· n{utn<..t.: 
.111d d1-.c.rtJit It-. rn.1 .. c..td 'n~,. Tlll ( oun-..il ~ i'll)',l(,1..1n l l1 P.tl, (Ilk h.t... hell1 
rLfLrrul t11 in the: fLj l>rt 1)1: th ( 1111...!ll, iu11Jl hL. fill.! It b1 c.-. ic-, ,lilt 1c-
1:ni, m tl1 the \'\'hitL P.1plr ., ,kl:, on th-. gruunJ th., it i., d -, .. rimin.ltl•r\. 
But it-. I , ,iti1..lll i:i i'LHd} 11lf 1t1, L. It c.,._k-, nu .dl1rm tn L r1chh for th 
J .. \,! h pcupk. fur_ ~t d 1._, Pllt IL1.ll •n,izc it-. c.x1 tcn1..c .1-. .1 j'C:tl!':L. I, h.1-. 
t .1rnul 1111 .111 .1nt1-Z11m1-.t pr11j',tt;.111ti.l l unp.ttt.:n .1m1 ni..: ll\• ..... rn,I non 
.fl\\ .... ,tnd it, ,r,1h-,mu1 in tllL lL>llllllll111t ,(, h l\( l c...rl 11:, t1k tu th<.. ( I,.) l 

iLf<.lllC'. 
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Mun: bl.1t.mtl} Jisruptin. ,, <:r<: th<: t,tttiLs of the: sm.tll group "hid1 

rLL<:ntly id<:ntific:d itself ,is th<: H<:hr<.:,, Committ<:<: of ation.tl Lilxr.1-
tion. This group, om<: of ,, hos<: mc:mb<.:r • were .1ssoci.1tu.l ,, ith the Jis
uc:Jit<:J Irgun Z\,1i Leumi in P.llc::-.tin<', which submits to no control or 
disLiplin<. b} thl'. lef.!,llly ,u1thorizc:<l Jc,, ish bodic:,; in P.1lc:,tinc:, l1J.s bec:11 
Tl,punsihlc: in rc:c<:nt }C:,us for the: n<:.ition of .1 sLri<:s of 1up<:r org.1niz.1-
l1on... , the AmeriL,lll Friend-. of J<:wi-.h P.11<:stinc:, th<: Committ<.c for .1 Jc,, -
i-.h J\rm} , the: [m<:rgc:ncr Committc:e to Sa,·c: th<: Je,, ish People of Europl, 
.111J the Am<:riL,111 L<:.t~ue for .t Frl'.<. P.ilc:stin<.. Till n.itur<: rnd identity of 
tlli-, ~roup \\.l., first brought tu light in .t -.t.1t<:mcnt issued l y the Interim 
( <1mm1ttc<. of the: onfc:rc:ncc: in Dc:cember. In May, tlK Hehr<:\\ Com
mitt(:(: openc:d .111 "Emh.1ssy" 111 \'\',1,hington, .1<.ling ,ts "trustc<:s" for thl'. 
"Htbrc.,, ation ." Thi-. adion ,,.1, condc:mnc:d b} rc:spon,ibk: Jc:wish nrg,llliz.1tion, in this country. 

The: Administr.ttin Committ<:c: of the ConfrruKc. 1-.sueJ the: folk,wing ,t.1tu11<:n t on .M.1 \ 19th . 
"1 he so-callc:J 'Hc:brc:,, Commim:e of N.1tion.1l Libc:r.1t1011· is an ir

rc.sponsib1e .1J,c:murer \\ hich comes to the Americ.m public without c.r<.:du1ti 1ls .ind men,1cc:s the cause JC prc:sumes ro espouse 
··1 he commiHee pretends to speak in rhe n,1me of lhc 'Hebrc:\\ 

n.1cio11· 111 PaJesrine, bur ir has no m.1ndate from the Jewish N.1cion.il 
As--c.mbl}, which is rhc aurhori£<.:J and <lemocr.itically-clecrcJ spokc:sn1.1n 
of the Jews of Palestine. On the contrary, lhe leaders of rhis committee 
.ire linked with an excrtmisr clique in P.ilcscine, which ,unouncs co le s 
than enc per cent of the Jews of ch.it c<.umrr . .1n<l which h.1s been out
Ltwcd br the Jews of Palestine b<:cause of its ami-d<:mocr.1tic and rerror
isttc tactics. It pretends co sec a <liscinccion b<:tween 'Jews' anJ 
"1-kbrcws,· which no Jew would be .1ble to appreciate or underst.111d, bur 
which is intended to divide and disrupt the Jewish people. The real 
< bjecc nf che Hcbre~· CommittCL is to destroy che Jc.:wish Agency fu ~ 1 • • r • 

1 I r l 1 P t r ., 'I) • 1 1 h hL 
LLaguL 1 .nions 10 ,1<.t ,, ith the: M.1nd 1tor) Po,H·r 'to ,t.curc rh<. coop-
crauon of all Jews "ho are willrng cc .1ssist in the establishment of the Jfwish National Home· 
• "The great majority of the Jews of the United States favor the escab
lishmenr of a Jewish National Home in Palestine JS chc one positiYc 
solution for Jewish homelessness in the post-war world. This was made 
ck.1r at the American Jewish Ccnference last September. 

'The bizarre ideology of the 'Hebrew Committc:e of National Libera
tion· would fragmemize the Jewish people inste.i<l of uniting them. Its 
s<.:paratist and un<liscipline<l caccics aim co undermine established Jewish 
agencies and institutions. The Jewish c.1use is prejuJice<l and humiliated 
br SLlch irresponsible: enterprises on the part of a group thac pretends co sruk for Jews." 
The Jc,,;ish Agencr for P.1lc.:stinc.: brandc:J the appearance of the 

Hc:brc.:\\' Committee of NJtional Libtr.ttion .1-'> an "unscrupulous piece.: of 
politic.11 charl.1t.1nism, •• .1nd .1ddrcssc:J .1 w.irning to ''all serious-min<lcJ 
peoplt: not to let themsch·es be misled .ind confuscJ br frc.1k bodic:s .1s
suming hi,!!h-sounding title:, .inJ c:nunci.iting policies for which none but their unrc:prc: cntativc authors .uc rc ·ponsiblc ... 

The opportunistic grr,1tions of these indivi<lu.1ls served to confuse: the 
American public. The line ch.1ngc:<l frc.:guentlr .inJ accommodatingly. At 
ont time aggrc::,si\'c and milit.1nt in their espousal of Jewish statc:hooJ in 
P.ilcstin<.:. they sudJc:nly bc:c.1111<: ant.igonistic to thc~e purposc:'i in the: 
Spring of this yc:.ir, \\'htn Congrc:..,s wJ:, cunsiJering the: P.1lc: ... tine rc:solu
tium. The} Jc:prcc.1tc.d .111 such discu. sion. Then the} launchc:J i11to th<.ir 
1.ite t euterprise, the e:,t.1blisluncnt of th<: " Hebrc.w nation·· in a "Hebrc" 
c;t.1tc.:" in P.1Jc.:..,tinc:. at thc.: s.1mc: timt stc:king tu JissociJtl'. the lkbrl'." 
n,ttion from "Amc:ric.ins of Jewish dc:scc:nt." 

Their next .1.ction ".is to sponsor in Congrc.ss re.solutions c.11ling for the: 
Lst.1blishmcnt of cmc:rgu1,y rc:f ugl'.c shcltc:rs in P.1lc:stinc: simil.:ir to the frc:c: 
port in Os,, ego. Ne:\\' York. Thc:sc: resolution ·, embracing J. humiliating 
rnmpromi:,c: .ind .t <IJ.nguous conc(:ssion inasmuch JS rc.:fugc:c:s brought to 
P.1k,tinL undtr suth .t propo'ial could he Jc:portcd at the conclusion of the 
,, ,1r. \\ Lr<: not only .1 t v.1ri.1nc.e "'ith the Rescue Re-;olutiun of the: Amcric.111 
J< \\ i,h ( t.nf Lr<. wc: hut were.: held by the P.ikstinc Commission .rnd the 
l ntu 111 Comm:ttc-.. to h: inim:c.d to Jewish right · in Palestine. The 
lnfu-;m ( ommittce .1uth1 1riztJ thi,; .tdvicc: to be communicated to the Con
~1 cssion.tl -.pomors. The "il.1tu11cnt of the Conference to the Congr<:s,mcn 
nn ~c.ptemhcr l Hh, 19 fr <kd.trcd in p.1rt: 

"\X't: sh.ire rour com·iccit,n th,1t Palcsune muse be opened at once to 
,di Jcwi h refug<.<:s who can be brought thc:re. Like }Ourself, " 'e Jrc em
pl1JticJ1ly opposed to rhe .1pp<:J.Slmem-concc:i"ed \Xlhite Paper which 
c.rcccs J wholl} uncenJblt politic.1l b,irrllr co J<:" ish immigration into 
P,1ksrine. \X'e fe.1r. howc.:,c:r. tlur .1 suggc.stion that Jewish rdugees now 
,tJmitted 111to P.tlesrinc shal l l.ttc:r be dc:ron<:J 1s a polir1cJI CG11Ccssion to 
chat policy • .1nd its c.spous.11 hr the Congress of the: UnireJ St.Hes m,t} 
prcjuJ1ce Jc.-" ish rights to Jnd in P.11<.:-,tinc.: both now .inJ in the po t-w.1r 
rc.:riod. "·uhour. unJer pnsem circum rJccs. alle, i.1ting the position of 
the J<.:wish people of Europe. Morec.,,c.:r. \\C " <'ulJ like to point out tha r 
n tn unJu the \X' h1te P.1pc:r. ther<: .ire some I i.000 cucificJtcs scill 
.,, .11l.1blc.· "l11ch could .rnJ shoul<l b<: usc.:J for th<: rcscu<: of Jewish rdup.<t.,.· • 
·1 he. ( on~rc-....mcn \\C:rt ur,~l'd to knd thc:ir ,upport to th<: \v'.1gncr-T.1.ft ,111.f \\' , i~lit -< PmptPn rv,u lt1t1c•11::, 
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\\' ,thin P.1lc:..,t1nc during the: p.ht \C.:.H the: Yishm lu-. u>ntinu<.d to 
huild r<. sulutel\ f m th<. fut~rr<.. The J~,, i..,h popul.ltinn h,1.., im ru-.ed, in
du-;tri.11 .rnd .tgriuiltur.11 rmdudion h1-, mountc:d, n~·,, wlonics h_.1~ e hc:u1 
e'>l.tbli..,hc:d ,111d Jc·\\.., Jun cuntinm.:d to pl.1) ,1 signihcrnt .rnd deu::,1\·c: p.ut 
in th<.\\ inning of th<. \\,lf. 

<. 

A Gnmth 
D<.-.p1t<. th<. r<. ,trillions on immigr.1tion. the number of Jc:\\ '> in P,11<.:-,

tmc. ro,c. trom 51-,,0llO in J,urn.uy, i 9 ~ ~ to 5X5,000 in Jun ·- l 1) i I. .m i11-
c.r<..l'il of 5N.OOO. ,l(l, rding tu th<. mmt r<:tu1t c--.;tim.1tc:-; of the. Jc:\, i-,li 
Agc:n, \ for P.1lcst1nc:. Dur':ne. 1 () l ), th<. Jc\\ i-,h i\..1tion ll Fund a<.<.1uir<.d 
1l~iut 52.000 dun.lm'i ot l.t;1d figure.., on pri\.lte ,ltttuisi tiom .U<. nut 
.l\ ,11L1hk .rnd 111.11111 nc\\ to lon:Ls \\'<. re. <.'-l thli-.hcd during thi-. peri~d. _ 

During the: thrL\.: ye.lf pt:riod of ll) l ll- 12 ,,imc.: ,_, ... Ill\\ f.llturte'> ot 
\,tnou.., 1:inds \\'Nl <. ..,t.1b lishc.:d throughnut P.llL'>tll1c.: . . rnd thi.., c.xp.rnsmn 
u'ntinuc:d durinu llJ 11. The ent ire indw,tri.ll 1>utput of J<.\\1-;h P.1lc:.,tirn.: 
durini.! I lJ l) \\,~:-, c::-.t:111.111:d .tt £P. 15.000.000 ,t'> rnmp,HcJ \\ 1th £P.9,U00.· 
(l(J() i,\ till I.L ... t yc:.u bcl"or<. tht: ,, .Lr_ 1958- _1l). 

B- ThL \\ ,ir Effort 
Th<: c\tu1t .1nd im1,url.lntc of l<.\\ i'ih P.11<:-,tinc., tontribution to thc 

\\.Lr< ttort of the: lJnitc-d N.1ti1Hl'i <..ll1 not h<: to ld in full until the: \\.U- ends. 
In J.urn,u y. I 9 1 J, it \'".ls rcpurt<.d from Jc:ni-,llc:m th .. t 1 ,,,H10 Jc\' 1..,b 111'·'; 

,rnd " ( 1~1<:n \'.l'ft: -,en in~ in the \,1ri1 m .1rmul forte.::-. nf the British Gm crn
llKlll .111,I 15.000 JL\, s \\ <.re in th<. lo<.,ll Milit.uy Polilc. In eptcmbcr 
19 1 1. the l~istcnt dunrnd of the .Jc\, i~h Ag,.:n(y for the.: C'>t.thl1shmc:nt of 

.1 Jc.\\ j..,h J\rmv fin,1ll r \\\ID fr(tm Briti-,!1 1 1thlli;t 1c:-. the: <.rc:,lti Jn (': .1 Jc:,,. :1 

ilng1de. b.1~r.d ('11 th, Jc:" i-;h B.1tt,1l;r ns ( i' t l1c: P.tlc-;tinc.. ru~in1Lnt, .1 hd.1kd 
1eto,1-!nit ion of the: principle for whtJ1 the: Jc:,\ ish ~\~..11t} had long wn
tendc:d . 

.1\ g,;eullur.1I ,111d industri.tl prndu<.tio11 mounted to r~e\\ heights .1:-, P.ll
c-;titK furn ished .1 ,.;upply h1s<. for the .umic, of the: I ·11:t::d NJtiom. The 
c,tc.nt <'f industri.d ;ld\',rncc. is C:\ idcncc.d hi' the f.td tiut fr.,r:.1 19'9 t() the 
c.Pd nf 19 12. t Ill n • 11hc:r of \\ orkc:rs c.. nu ;. J in indu-;tr\' ruse: from 19.000 

·ri t ti \.tit• u • mili• ~ ~le • ., r, ..... m £P. l, lOO 000 in 
l ') Jl) l l I I. I ()I), ( )( )() 11 l l) I '. 

-Polit11. tl T1.1h1011 
Proirrc.-.;, du1 ;n" tl'L ·ur ".t'> m.?rred h;· u,nll'lt Ix l\HC'l1 thi.: P.dc...,tin...: ... ~ .. -

Administr.1tion .rnd th<. Tc." ish u mmunitv. In the.. 'iL,•Y,n,u of 19 l ), there 
h.1d c.m.rn lt<.d from P.1lc.:-;t;nc. ex.1_Pger.1tcd IC]< rh \\ hi ... 11 ric.tured J st::itc: of 
u:lleme t<.n-.ion b<.t,\e:c·n Arths .rnd Jc:\\'s .rnd ,, h1d1 ,, <.r<. ;1pp .. u ently stim
ul.tt<.d h, ,...,wp.1g.111d i.,ts '>Cc.:kinµ lo rut ,l (.l'!.dll,; lll1 .di puli t ictl discussion. 
,L <.nd in_g to the:se d 1sp.1tdK "· Jc,\ s ,, c.rL 'ilid !ll be mning for some future 
Slllll!.f.!lc .rnJ Jc.,, i.,h e1gcm•_ • ., ,_ to c:st 16I i-.. 11 1. lir-hting iorn:: \\ .is distorted 
and impugned, for 1t \\ .1-, .llt ributc:d b) .1 dc.:s: re: to .1tc.1ui re: .tr'lls ,lll d fa( i lity 
in tlK ir u-..c for .1 rc.,·,,lt in their o._, n n.1ti1)111I iPtercst. Their interest in 
vict,;r- for th<. 'nitc.d .1. r.1 tion-, \\,L" .ll lc:u~d k l·c. ",,.cnn,~ tr·i .•• 

i\ s if li> Pivc c,ilor tt> the , ·c11orb, \he aut11L>ritic.:-, in P.destine bc:gJn J. ,:, ... 
sUll'' o ( .m~1, t ri.1 b in .1 p.11 p,1bk effort to t rc..lt<. the im 1...,r<:ssion tlut Jc-,\ s 
,\ere cng1g, d in J miH.1q: con ... pir.1<. ,· ,1.•;.unst the l rnitc-d N ,1tions. These 
pros<.tution, \\ .:re ex.1ggc.:r,1tc:J bc.:yl .. ...! .111 proportion'.-., and ,1 military 
cul!r t flll11ll ".1s tr.rnsf( rmcd into ,1 rwp.1g.U1d,t forum fo r outr.1gc:ous 
.'.-l.tndcr .ind deLrnul ion .1g.1inst the J<: ,, i·,h Agc.m \'. Although goYcrnment 
fur1..v, h td ,lttu_dl, tr.1i111.1..I 1'- '" fur gu<.rrili.l \\ .ll fare. \\ hen P.tlc:stinc: \US 
thrL 1tc11c d with 1\ 1zi im lsi;m_ JL\,·:. ~<1\\ found tu be in pos'iession of .urns 
" c. re srnkncLd liJ hmg r,risnn tc-rms lw mi lit.in · tribun-11". 

L • • 

In umtr.1:--t. it \'.,1, 1:nuv. n t1ut the .t\r.tb'i \\ <.re. bm·ing .rnd smugrrl ing 
., l '- ", 

.1rn1, .rnd stDring thun ,rn .l\' for the future:. But the: A r.1hs \\ ho \\ ere 
hroucht tc tri.d c-s_.qx-d "ith lieh~ pu111shmu1t in t1i1b conducted in ci\·il 
u, .. 1 i., \ ;th : 111:u:mu .. 1 1 ~ puhli<-ity. 

Th<. Yi..,hu, ,, .l'> subjc-1 tel..! tll .1 sc:rics of .urns sure. h~"- On N o,·embc:r 
ICith. l lJ I _) .1 group of P.11....,tini.tn .111d Po1:..,h rolilc. u,1dc.r the pretc.:xt of 

::c.1rd1ing for Polish deserkr'>. surrounded R.1nuth H .1kon:·~h .rnd in ti-... 
lut<.d ,l ..,c..1 rch for .trm'i .. ur~ ... t:nu 35 slt.lcr-.. One pf the col1>nists .1muc:i 
Vilin<.tz. \\ ,l'> kilkd in th<. :i ltcr~1tiun. OcrnPnstntions broke out, in Jc.ru
., tit n~. Tel ,h;, •. rnJ in mm, (lther r,1rts of tbc rnuntrr. The: gnvern111ent 
:-.uspu11.lu l nine Jc\, i..,h d.1ilic:s for <.lc:H.:n J,H"s he1. ,llhC' tlic.:ir ,Kc'uunt cf the 
in. idcnt diJkr<.d from the.: government rnmmuniquc. The 'iC:tlkrs "ere 
Liter r1.·lc,1 <.,I. But on Dtt<:rnl-ic.:r 8th sc:Hn sc.ttlc.rs of the\ ilLl~L of Huld.1 
,,hc.:re 1 .... 1(\\' l1.1J hcen killc:J in the di.,turbnt t'> bct\\'c:c.:n l l)~6 ,rnd ll)_:,<,,i'. 
\\eH pl.11.1:ll dl1 t ri.d h\' .1 militu,· wurt .tftcr 1 se.1reh for Puli ... h Jc-.c1tcrs 
111,t,ttilul on Oduh1.:r ·.1 rd. On bc.:<.cmb~r :2oth thq \\C:r<. sc:ntc:nce:d from 
h\lJ t,, .-.ix ,c:.1rs· i.n1"'r;s1,n•nu1t. .ud in ..,p .tL of I rutcsh .rnd .in .1ppc.:.ll to the 
mii ll.l n u'l11111 1 ndu of P.tk stinc .d I the: sc.nt<.n<.es ,, c.:rc. con firmc:J. 

D ·l\-rrnri:-.111 
Thl\:w:h1'm th1.:,l prm 1><.,lliun:-.. thL Yi-;hU\ nuint.1incJ the tfoti•1-

l iilL,I ,elf r1.,tr.1int \\hid1 h.1d d11r.lCt<:ri1.eJ it!-1 ru<.ti1'n through()ut die 
l•):;ci-l'l;l, 1\rd1 riuh_ llm\L,u. the-re ,,er<: .1 number uf bomb cxph.J
.,i1111-,. shuPti11_1~:-. .111d other tt rniri'>ltt ,td-. on th<. j',trt uf uutl.t\\ group'-, 
.lll11lllf! tl:c li1 tile:_ I r,t.'Un _z, _, .l~ L<:u111i .. 111 t:Xtrct111'>t l!,lll~ \\ hich \\ c:"rc: per
p-.tr.1lld Ill ,111 tftP1t l1l int1111:d.1t, the fll\<.:rn1~1cnt into re\ ,-.ing the: \\ 'h itc.: 
P.1p r I l>lit:. Th< \ ' 1d Lrnmi. t:XC\.ut>,<. wmm·ttL<. pf tl1L A-;scf.lth H.,· 
ni'.l.l1.1rin_1 _( J-'~ i,h :\ ttiun 11 , \.,,Lmhl.,). hitte·rly rq't di 1t<.1.l the.,<: uutr,l!~es. 
t hir.1dcn✓:1111! thr m ,l'> th,: kh l,I ... 1 :r.rng uf lun ltll '> endc:.l\ oring t() c--;t,tb
li..,lt .I fl irn 41[. tc:rwr." The Jc: ,, i,h , \ l!Ll~l\- for P.tlc.:-.tinc: Lkd.uc.J t!ut " the 
dt ::.tnd1\\. h.wd ,. :1: .. ti t mmill•. d thcs1.· trime:... j-, un,, itti,wh or nuli
t i1,u..,1~ hL~p111i!_ th~ ll1Lmie-. uf the Jl?,, i:-.h people." In thi:-. ~:uu ntry, the 
J\mLrtl.111Z11111-.t Li111.:rr~~·nty ( 1Hllllil j11:nul in thi-. rtllhlcmn,itiPn . 

. 1\ II rcr•l'l1" in the Yi,;hu\ \\L l'L olltd upun til hcl.p .lppr ·lie1hl th<. rnl
prit,. rn Od11l'cr, the. ( <.1n~11rnder in ( hi( f nf tlH ~f hldlt: E.i...tc:rn forte.,. 
(,<:n. S11 Hern uJ ( . P.t!..'.d .ind J. V. \\ '-Ii ". tl1L Oft1trr :\dmin,,,._rin...; 
ll I' I • • (' • I . . ~ "- • ,t-.1 111L 111,u1m UH, l'> u_t p,11 ..... temuH .tll<.!.:111:.,: th.tt th11-.e r .. -'P• ·1,-hl~ • 11 t_l· • 

1
1 ~ 1! t r::llr h,lh .,d,,\ .1_1h.i p,h"i\1.: :/mptt~11zc.r.., ... 

l.lfL ~tl> 11111-r:,lm 1-! 1,1c· \\ .1r dt11rt .... rn1.l .1 ... ..,,..,t1n!.! the: enemr .• , l ht:'} l,ll led 
,m th<: ic" i· h u.•mmunit\' in P.dc tint: "tu rc.:,gniz<. .1nJ di-,durgc: their 
rL•r1111 ... ibilitil.., .1!1 imrlinl .lc.cu...itilll1 .li.:.tin-, t' the Yi ... lrnv \\hith \\.l'i 

lkq,h· rv,< ntcJ in \ i," llf thL· 1ci tcr.1uJ u,11Jc-mn .. tio11 uf the terrnrs. 
::-.uh<.guuuh on Olll>h.:r .20th. the P.tk-,tillt:' ~u\unmcnt ordered the J._-
rwt.1tiu11 of 2il "l"''L tLd tcrr,lri ... h. ... 

E- P,iiitiL.d Pr,,I km ... 
,\ !1uj11r f'Lil1til,d l'n 1hkm u111f11111ti11_i.: tht: Yi,,!Ju\' llmin!.: the \C.tr ,,.1-.. 

th.it ul Jt, .. ;..,1i im111i~r.ni1111. :\ltlwul.!h th--rL· ,-.Lrc , 1.0-s Le.rtitic.ltt'> ,l\.lil
.,hl, .ll till ,;nlL lhL .t·mcn1111~11t c,t<.nc.11.:ll LIK .;\Ltrd1 ,ht de hi line.: 11f 1'1c 
\\ hitL P.11,u. the. _s.!•>\l rnm<·n , .1, r, lu ... t rnt ) er.mt ,h •,... Lt' t~ .n_ , , 
tliL r l \\ i,h ,\_!.!1.•Jl \' iur im,~11gr.111h in lil,u·.tte~I lllllntril .... i11 ~p.1in. P llr

tu~.11 :rnd 111I . It wntcndc,I tl1Lt the- c· mu th._ fL..,UHd (,1r \i,tim-, 1,f 
I l1tlc.rhm. ti> I-, n,u1<:d frnm Lire A,i, ClHlillrtv,. ThL Jc" i,h 1\ cc:t1(\"_ 
\\:1 :t111 It_-ul .111 in_1to~t.111t p.Ht in UlL ... tin_~ thL 'r'fu!) re l~IC 1,f J<.\\, frnm 
: \ x1-, terrlll11"\. m.11nt.tm1.,I th. t th, c. ,,hu h.id .drc.tlh e'>c.ipt,I till ;-..:1,1; 
~,·h mmt_ .tl'il h h:-,1u1:ht tti I'.tl. -.tinL. :\ftu u111ti11ue:d 11C'!.!ltti.ttion "i1li 
th_1. ( 11l_l_n1.d fl1c.1. h> D~. ( htirn \\\i 1 murn .llld i\Jo..,Ji< ~hLrt11k. .1 llltmher 
1 t u_nil1t,l!t.., '\t:f~• ,!.!r.tnttd tu JL"" l ut-.11.lc.: of 1\ ,:, t<:rr:t11n. The- tiit.t! 
uit~ r,11,g P.t!L-,tin1 in the i.:k, L'l1 m 1nth:. frum OdobLr 1. J ':) 1; tL Lptcmbc.r 
I. 1911 \\,t 1I.·c,o. 
r ·1 IK Cit11mrnrn e 1!th Pn,r_:r.1111 

.\, the.: \\ .1r rl u.:d1.:ll fn~m th, '\l.. .r [ t'>t, P.t!c.,t:11L J, ,, rr ,,·cnt tu th<.: 
p,il• 111\ ue11,t "· 19! J tc !c.c 1. Rq'rt -. 11t.1t1,c .\ ..,,cmhh.· ~11 c-!c.ti,rn., 
l1.t.i 1-- Lil h Id I el.tu(. uf the di-.tmh.111.c.'> hct\\L(.ll t•n6 ,11 I)');') .rnd l'11,.; 
l'lltl ruk 111 th1. \\.Lr. Ml"t ol the J'.trliL'", llllllldc,I .l r1.\\i-.li ( Cllllll1\1l1\\l dth 

I I • I . . i ,.Ill., '. 11 t lLlr 1m~_i:r.rni-.. i.\i\1rL th.111 -,o<, (if the rt1.;i-,tt-rul \llltr.., }',L rti li-
f'.llt I 111 d!L dllltnn, .rnd ot th<.,l.. m11rt th 11 s')', ,i,tt,I •11 r tire JL\\,..,1 1 

(_ 1 111lll'.'11"C.tlt!i 1~ru~r.un. 1\ \\ed, I lltr. the I Ii t.lllrut P.ik-,ti11e l"u lu ,t· 
I.on n f J..1b 11) 11l..lJ Lli.:uiu,·-. fur ;t. u•unt ii .ind .1~ ti11 nh,r<: th.in ~or; ui 
ll1c \ 1 1~c ... \\<.re. fl<. ,rd<:d in fa, 1r (If the ( t•ll1Jt1c,n,, L,dtli. 
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(i Fut urc: Ol\ Llur,mc:nt . 
1 hl ".tr h,t'> tr,1mfnrm<:d P.1lc,tinc:·., <:urnom\· from tlut of .rn ,1gncul

tur,ll wuntn intn ,l -,cmi-indmtri.ll one The: uluntr\ \ produdi, ity .rnd the. 
dtrn.rnd-, upon it h.nc: mountc:d to '>t1ch .111 c:xtc:nt tlut P.tle-,tinc: ha'> -,uffc:rcd 
from m,rnpo\\'c:r -,hort.1gc.-;. Conttnuc:d indu,tri.1liz.1tion of the:. rnunlr} l~.1-> 
hlC:n ,1 -,triking u>ntradictinn or the: rnntc:ntion tlut th<: rnunlr} ., ,1h-.orptl\ c: 
L,,p.1ul~ ,, oul~I not pc:rm:t ,ldd1tion.tl '>c:tlk·r,. But the: rc:wmtrudion p_l.111 
of th<: P.de -;tine: Adminislr.1tion, ,111nounu.:d in M.1reh, 1 l) I?, h} the H 1gb 
CoJT,miv-,ion('r .rnd by ir Dougl.l-, I J.uri..,, C ommiv-.iunc.r of ~<:eon-.tr~tdion, 
,, .1s prul;utc:d upon .1 umtimution of the. \\?hit c:_ P.1p<:r 1:nltl \', for ~t pro· 
po,cd to frc.,:zc: the: wuntr} ·-. future: ,ind it , isual 1z~d .1 , 1r.u.d '--u_rtailm~nt 
of .di indust1 i.d Jc:H:lopment. It implic:d that cc:rt.1111 of the: nc:w mdustnc:'> 
"l ulJ nut surviH·. for it indic.tltd tl1tt f uturc: de,·<:lopmc.nt ,, ,ls to he: uh
je1..t to fpr .... ign wmpetition ,rnd wnd1t10nu..l on thL: fortuitous bounty of 
intcrn.1tion.tl lin,111<.c:. The cmplu-.i., for the: future ",1" to be pLlccd on 
,1g,iudtur.d de:, c:lopmc:nt in pre.-,unuhly Ar.1h .m:.1s. ~rhc sn<.. i.11 ,, c:lf.trc. 
pl.ins of the f uturt "<:re dc:..,igned to ,lS'>l'>t the: Ar.th" ,, 1th thc Jc:,, s undcr
~, rit ing the ( mt. 

Thc Yi-.hu, \igorously re-.1dul to thi, pl.tn .111d it pointrd out tlut the 
111du..,tn.1l dl:,c:lo11<ment ~hould h.nc: hc:c:n the. prim.try comc:rn of the 
i_:m c:rnmc:nt 111d tlut P.11<:,tine industry. prinurily Jc:\\ ish. !us displ.1ycd .. 111 

~xtr.tordin.tr\' .1hilit) to supply not unly the nel:ds of P.11L-..,tinc., but ;tlso the: 
m1ilt.tr) need-. of the Middle E.1,t. \,' ith the 1rnprmcmc.nt of thc milita_n 
situ .. 1tion in the Lddk L.1,t, the Middle E.1,t Supply Ccnter r<:dmed 1t; 
crdc.r, on P.tlc.stinc: indu.;tr} by IT!orc: tl1.1n •rn< r. Dc:spitc: thi.., rnrt.1ilment 
of 11111;1.u, ordc:r,. P,1kstinc. indmtrits .1rc opc:r .. 1ting to <...tp,t<..it} .rnd thc.:re 
i, no uncmplo) 111c:nt in thc country. 

The: Jc,, i..,h Agcncy lus it.. o,, n rc:rnmtruction pl.rn for thc: future, em
hr;ic:ng .igri<.. ulturc:. industry .md wmmc:n.c. in prc:p.u,1tion of the nc:cc:s
s.1r} c~onomic. rnnditions for ,1h-,orbing .1 m.1ss Jc:\\ ish immigr.1tion .1ftc:r 
the ,, .u. The: pLrn-.. include an intc:nutional loan, ,ll1 int<:nsi,·c: agricultur.ll 
de., c.lopmcnt of the: wuntry through .utifici.il irrig.1tion .rnd mc ... haniz,1t~on 
of .tgriculturc. exploit 1tion of n.ltur,ll rcsourcc: ·, de:, c:lopment of m.umc: 
indL~stry, and the: relubilit.1tion of tbc citrus indust ry. There is a nurked 
um tr.1st bc:l\\(:C n the: pnst-\\'.tr plannin,g of the Tc:"., .rnd of the loca l 
,lllthoritic:,. Ont c.111 • for Jpumie de:, c:lopment. the other for st.itic 
reconstruction. 

The de\·clo11n1c:nt nf nc:\, ,1gricultur.1l techniqu," .rnd the growth of 
IH. 1 ' 1 ] .._1..1 L 

,,J r , Lr d lLLlllll,JJ(l', .l I uent l',('-., h.l\<.: r rtd oh 
. oktc. 1x1st e,tln L'> 1 f P.1k·stine, l ,tp.tllt} fut grtJ\\th. "lhe Lountr) h.t, 
nc,, brc kc.n politi<...tl ... tnight-j.1tkeh. It.. potcnti.ilitic-. .1-. the Je,,1sh 

:,:tion.11 HPmc: must he .1ppDisc:d in the: light of ih fHo,en e,1p,1c.ity for 
,, .. rf0rrn.tnu no\' Jc.monstr.1tcd in meeting th<: dc.m rnds imposed by the 
w:.ir. But only .1 beginning lus hcc.n nude:. The: publi(.ttion. during the 
}Clr. of "i'.1 lc. tinc:. Lind of Promise.," ,,rittc:n hr Dr. \Vatter Clay Lo,,Jer
milk, nl ttd authoritr on !:>Lil c.onsc.n .1tion. Jisclosc.:::, how Pak:stinc's oil 
fi: .;: b::: r rl .ti111cd, i"c1 rg,: ,lr(:,lS opc.ned for settlc:mcnt, an<l its industri .. 11 
plant c. xp.inded if the ,utc.r, uf P.tlcstinc ,uc diYC:rtc.d for irrigation pur
pc ses, .ind if hydro-e lutric po,, er is dc\'dnpcd ,1long the: lines of the Ten· 
nc.ssc<: V.1llc:r Authority. Tc:chni ... :,1] phnning b.t-,ed on Dr. LmHlermilk's 
propos.11 h,1s .1lre.1dy bcgun: the: Comr1ission on P.1lcstinc Sur\'eys has hecn 
.it ,,ork on thc rrojc<.t for more tlun ,1 ye .. u, u ing the most able American 
c.ni!in<:cr-. ,ls ih rnmultants ,rnd ,lLh-iscrs . .... 

1 h.1t P.1lc.st;nc: ,, ill be in .1 po,ition, properly de, elopc:J, to accept mil
l it 111-, of -,cu lcrs .1f le r the: ,, .u, is nm, ,lC<.tpted br men ,, ho h.1, e <:x.uninc:J 
the. problc.m from .rn economic .rnd seitntifi<. point of , ic:,,. Tlut P.1k ·tinc 
,, ill l'c in ,1 po-,1tion to do so. politic.1l lr, is .1 qutstion tl1.1t c.111 be .lOs\\'c:rc:d 
hy thl' l ' nitc:d N.ttiuns if the) rc.:u>gnizc.: .inc.\\ thc historic conncction be
t\\ LC.11 tht Jt" ish p'••)pk .ind thc:ir _lnl<:str,1 1 home:. 

IX. T11r Po, ITI< AL PLATF<>R. 1, 

( 1mu-...tc: nunifc.-.t.1tion of 1\meric.1·, surport for the reconstitution of 
P.:k.,t111c .1-. ., It,, i,h ( ommn1rn c .tlth c.1111c. .1t Chiugo this summer \\ hen 
for the tir'>t time: 111 bi'itory. both nujor politi<...11 p.trtics ,1<loptcd pro-P.1ks
tinc pbnl s in clcdion pL1tforn1-.;, .1doptl'd .tt their n.1tinn.1l rnn\'ention . 

1 bt Rtpuhli<..111 pl.rnk. ,tdoptc.J on Junc: ] 7 th. rc:lJ.., ,lS follo" s: 
In orde:r t.i }-;l\e rduge lO millic m of distrc:s c:~I je,, ish men, women 

:tPd d1ildrc.n dri, rn from rhc.ir home:s b) ryr,1nnr. \\C.'c..tJI for the opening 
d P.dc.srine cc, tl•eir unn:stricrcd immi,cr,1rion and l.rncl o,, ncrship, so 
rh,H 111 .KrnrJ.rncc "irh tlw full inrc:nr .llld purpo e of rhc Balfour Decl.1r
.11i1.n of 19I~ .rnd the: Resolution d ,1 Republican Congress in 19]2, 
P.destine 111a} be: const1tllt<.:d ,1s .1 frc:e .wd democr.uic commonwealth. 
\\:'c: rnnJunn th<.: f.,ilurc nf the: President re imi,;r rh.tt rhe Mand,1ron· of 
P.1kmnc: urry c,ur the pro\'i ion of rhc. B.1lfour Dcdar,Hion ,rnd ot' rhc 
M.111d.11<. \\ bile he· prucnds h' suprorr rhc:m. • 
On Julr 20th. thL Dc.motr.llil P.utr Jc:d.irc:d: 

\\ '<· Lt,·nr till opening of Palesrinc: ru unre~tricrc:d Je,, 1sh immiora-
~ . ~ 

11rn1 .rnd coloniz.ttion .. rnd su<..h ,1 roliL\ as t<., result in the csr.1blishmenc 
thut 1 \ f .1 frLc .rnd dc:mcK r.ttie J <.. \\ ish com mom, e,tlth." 
1\t h th wm'..nt 1lih. tl1L po~ilion of Amc:ri .... 10 Jc:\, n. ,l'. e-,t,1hlishcd ,1t 

lliL fir ... t , < ,.., j, n of thL Confc:rc:m<.. ,,.1-.. m tdc dc..u to tht, pl.1tforrn huildc.rs. 
·1 he 7ilH11,L dc:k-rJtiPn to the Rcpuhlil,tn C on,c:nt10n ,,,1s hc:,1dc:d h\ Dr. 
S1her. The dc.k.¥ttiun to the. D(m,,u-,Lti<. Con\'tnlion \\,l'i hc:.1dc:J bv Dr. 
\\ ' i-,e .tnd .t""llLi,ttLd ,, 1th him \\<.re i\fr. ... hulnun .rnd Dr. Gollbtc:in, -.111 u[ 
\\ hom .1ddrc:..,..,ed the ( ommitll:t on Rc'>1l!ution-, ,lt the. puhliL h<:.uing,;. 

On Ollnhr 12th. 1n .l '>l.ltemc:nt .{!I\ c:n to Dr. ... ih er in ~e,, York, 
G1nern1.1r lh,11111, F. Dc\\c:\ forthri~hll~ tndur-..c:d his p.ut)'s pl.ltform 
dcd.tr.lt1011 Pn P.1k, ti11e .ind plcd,!-!ed hi ... ,upport for the: rc.rnn,titution of 
P.1k,t111e ,t, .1 tru .Hh.! dc:mou.1tic JL" i-.,h Comm01rnealth. Go,c:rnur 
Dl'\\ L \ -. ,t.ltc:mcnt fol Im'.,: 

• 1 hc.iml} (ndor"<.· th<.: P,1k--;iinc: pl.lllk in rhe Republic.111 p.ut) pl.1r
furn1. A_!.!.1111 . I r_cp<:,tr ,, l1.1r I pre, 1ousl) !>t.1tc:d co the gre,n leader of rhe 
AmLrtL.111 Z101w,r m1' \ unL·nr .ind d,.,t1n{!t11<;hcd Amcric.111. Dr Abb1 
Hillel S1hrr. ch.n I .1111 for the r<.rnnsricu~10n of P.d<: tine .1~ ,1 frc.:<: .rnd 
durn ... r.ltiL _le" i,h u ,mmom, <...d th in .1ccord.111Lc ,, ith the B.dfour DeL
l.11 .11 ion ut l1JI- .rnd rhc. Rc-.olu1ion 1Jf rhe· RL'p11 hliu n ( ont-:r(:~-, in ] <J.:?.:?. 
I h , ... . 11,1 ',[. t<:.I {O l)r .... \ r rh.lt I r \r [l) !.!l\l' rdll!.!e (1' mil l Ulb uf 
J1'>[ fl 'll, J 1.. ' dr iH 11 tr, 111 the.. r h, ,me, h~ {~ r,11111:. J f I\ nr rll(: ,)rcning 

:: ... . ~·'"'''- '" 1ii...11 unlimict:d 1mm1gr.1uon .ind I.ind 1,~n<:rsh1p. ' 
1 h<. Ame nun ru>ple h.1, t' rime: .rnd .1g,1in d{:cl.1rcJ chem ch·cs in 

f.t\l>r nf rhc-,e princ1plo The Re:publi1.,rn p.;-rrr l1.1s ,Lt .di rimes been rhe 
1r.1dirio11.1l friend 11f the mmLmem. , 

",\., Pr<. 1,knr. I ,,mild II e Ill\ b<::>r ofliu.:~ c1• h.1,c our Go,·c:rnmc:nc 
'' 1,rkin:..: n ).:uhc:r ,, irh (,rur Bri;.1in rll .tel11c:, c. chis ,i..:rc.1t object!\ c. for 
.l [ tork- th.u h,J\'(: ,uHLrLd ',\, ITIULIJ .111J ~k-.Ln C: 0 much ,It the: h.tnd., 
ot nunkinJ:· 

X. T111 R11<1sr\JTI D!(I..\R ,\TJIJ'\, 

. l_ h1.: .tUlmin.t~i1ll_1 pf th;.., imprl,..,j, c m11hiliz.1ti11n 11t Ameriun r-uhlil 
up1111p11 lll heh.tit 1)1 till ( 1 mmon,, L dth Re,uluti1111 ,,111ll nn 0Lt111,c.r f 1th 
l 1J 11. \\hLn Prc·,i1..k11t H.1111,<.,<.:!t. \\hu h.1d nlei,ed Dr. \\'i,e ,tt the.\\ hit~ 
llou,e. on Ckt11hu llrh. ,uJt t ll1l'-......l:::l: tu the ,-th .1n11ud ( 1in,u,t1 in uf 
the Z11H1i-.t Or.!.!,tn1z.tti1,n nt ,\nlLrtL 1. in ,, hitl1 he: ded.1rc:d tlut c.:tturh 
,,1ndd ht nude t11 < tk<..tu.ttL tl1L e,t.thli,hmcnt of P.tk- ... tin c: .i... .l fn:e ,lll,l 
dc.rnuLr:llil C umm11n,, e,tlth .tnd plc.d~cd hi-.. ,t,.,i-..t.Lncc tu hrin!.! .1huut it... 
ruliZ.lll\lll. ~ 

( nmuul h~ ..."u11t11r R1)h1 rt l·. \\ ".1!.!ncr. C luirnun 11f the Amcriun 
P.1k-.t1ne (11m111itlLL. to th~ Cum,.nt:11;, the 111L""·tl.!~ nt th l Prc--..idu 1t 
dL1.. l.trul: • ' 

• Pk.1~e <.:).pre.-.-. my '-.1ti-.,f.1ui1111 tl1.1r in .11..um! \\ irh rr.1,lir ion.d ,\mer
IL . n polic_~. , n,I 1n kc.q,111~ \\ irh tht '!'Irie ot dll' four frce,lom. the: 
DtmoLr.tt 1l )"',H t\' .tr lh .luh u 1m c: nr i1 n chi, \ Llr indudc: -1 rhe follu,, i,w 
rl.1n_k i,! l h rL1tl~nrn1 \\ l Ll\or ch<.: ll[' lll i11,: ,,f P.dt:~tll1e tlJ unrc-,mu<:J 
.Ju",1_1 1mrrn_1-:r.u1011 ·'!i-1 u 1oniz.mon .. 111d ,u<..11 .1 l'olic~ .,~ ro r<...,ul r 111 the 
L,t.1bl1,h111c nt rherl: of .1 lrlL' .tn,1 dun1,u.1t1L )c,\ i,h common\, t.ilth • 

• 1 florr , ,, ill ht• m.1de r1i tind l'J' ri 1--ri .ire· ,, .,, .... 1nd me.uh 111 t l.ltuu
,t. 111 1-: rl11-; r11l1l \ ,1, ... 1.c, 11 .1, f'r.11 t il .1hle I l-.111 )\\ !11°1 \\ Ion~ .rnd .1r lt ll'h the 
_lt\\i,lt l'' 11r l1 h.1,·L ,,urkc.d .u1d pr.t~ ld lnr rht <. , r.1hl1-.,hmenc ot P.1k~t inc 
,1, •' l~t c- .111d ,km1 , 1.1:i( IL,, i,'1 l11111rno11,\ e,1hh. I .1m uHH'lllll,l 1h.u rhe 
,\mu-iun f'L1 1J' k ~1, l cl1t 11 -.tq I on ro rhi.., .1inr .111J ii rc:-1:kd Ld, I ,ti.111 
hd p [ I ) br111 •· ,lbl llC l h [L,t l1.1:.i[Jllll,. 
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Thi:. Jc.:cl.u.1tion h) the. Prv-,id<:nl. "ith its L k.u- .rnd o..pltL it I rn<~u.tg'-·, 
<.nJ<.:J un<.c.: .rnJ fur .ti! tht mi:,.ntc.:rprc.:t.ttion.., of the l' .l:i, pl1·-1tH u ut utH 

goYcrnmc.:nt \,hiLh h,t\<.: hc:.loudc.:d the iulure uf Jc,,ish P,d<.-.t:n_c. 
It r.1i-,c.:d hope:-, tlut Jc.:" ;..,1, .1-.pir,tlion:, to 1->,LIL'>tin<., .ts , PltLd b, t::c: 

delegJtL:, tu the: Americ.rn Jc.:" i-.h ( onf c. rcnL<.: lJl1 ~Lptunhc:r l , I '-) I), ,, l:uld 
be: ,1d1icH:d .rnd tlut the promisc.: nude: tu tile: Jc:,., 1-..h p..:oplc: h} ).!. 1ut1011-, 

;it the. <:nd of the. fir:.t \Vorld \\'.n ,,ould b<: !uily implcn1 uHc.:d. 
[The. ( OJJlllllHiou ,fr,ill1 lo t1(l..11"ulu/:.,c the .1,1:,1,11:,, oj ti., rc.,cirdi 
dep11r/11/{;ll/ of th, Alllerl(dlJ z; Jilli/ l:111ugc11q c' 111t1h'il .,ml th, //1(; of 

thl L,rn Fo1111dt1tio11 P.dL .1/iu ... . 1/{((/i,.1 111.llui.tl.J 
THE COM.MI SlOi\ 01 PO~'l-\\ 1\l{ . . ·····- ........................ . 

1. INTR<>IH'(TI":-.: 

I. OR•,,\ lZATl01\ AAl> PtA'l~ 

T HE COMMISSION on Pnst-\'\'.u Pwbkms of Lurnp<:.111 Je\'.'ry ''" t:-. 

formcJ by the lntc.:1im.Comm·ttc.<: in Jrnu.uy l•J I l , .. u1 l: ,1h'.)i f 1 1ur:'..'e 
. Eisendrath ,rnd Dr. H,l} 1111 Cir<:c.nhc.rg, .1-. Co-( h.~inrn.11. it... fie( l\\'O 

sc:.sions, hclJ on J.tnu.H) I llh .rnd 26th, "lfl Lk-. ot<.:d prim.u-ily l,, tr;; u . 
1z.1tional mattcr'i, :it:Lh .t:, th<: u,option of ,1dd itirnu! n,cmhcr, .111d t[,_ ti lll· 
ning of ,l progr,1111 of ,Hti,iti...:,. • 1\n 01itlinc: of ~1 prnprim \\,Ls ,1 d1~pt.:d b, 
the Commis:-.iuns .md aprn" c.:d h1 the.: lntcr:m ( 'l!11rn.tt..l·. I I~ .l .u 
Appc.nJix, p ... ) 

The Commi-.:-. it,n .1pp~>:ntcd t\\u ..,ub-wmn,it_tl,. ,. on:: ot\ P_~:!:! ·r,,f :;>1t1'1 
ttnd l?econr/111rtion under the.: c.l11irm.1nsh:p ol 1) . _!,·,lrn t Jr--· lk" c::·~. 
and the: other on lfr!i£ f d11J R, hi!hilit. 1/l(J1/ ( in r...:l.1tiun \\ :th _l ·1,~Ri~J\) 
\\ 1th Jane £yam J.S duirm.rn. 'lhc full C.omm.s:,il;n he'd ! .Ll~ 11~! '> l'll l ,l 

month, "hilc: the. sub-rnmmitlL<:s nKl in tlK i11tu;m .:t rr_,juu1: inttn·.d-,. 
2. Fl:'\(llOi'." 

After the adoption of till Pn:,t-\\ ',H Rc.::,olutiu:1 .1t t11e: fir l :-.t::-.'>i<'ll n.; 
the American Jc.:\\'ish Cnnfc:renLC., nun} imp< 'rt rn'. d. Hl ( 1"'i.1L.l'.s t•.'l\i, 
pl.Kc: on the intcrn.1tion.tl scene, \\'hid1 c.11k1..l fl ,r thc.: rvl .1 !1!.ll;,,n t'i c '.,'.1 
problem wnc.crning the: -,t.ltu.., of Jc") ;n p(,-;t-:\ ~r Eur 1r..:. ~\:; tb. ,~ 1r 
turnc:<l in fa\'Or of th1: A lies, as L1H!•- SL'd;o;~:-, ('t Ll1Ul1_ t c.:::ri-d Hus~!.lll 
territory \\'Cr<.: libcr.itc:d b} the.: Red ;\rmy" .rnd .1ftu :\on:h ,\."riu .1nd !"'-~ ... 
of Italy wc;e freed, the: po.:)l-\\ .lf p,) lil :L, or tk: t'nitc.:J -:--_J1t"n•~: 1'L:f!ll1_ to 
assume more definite.: sh.11---e. Abu sime the. ~1dicurnP:cnl t t liK ltr.< ·,-- ~.(·i. 

of the: Confcrcn,·e, thc:r~ lun: bLen ,1111-in[! the.: ir:y.···, ,nt i11~c.rn.tt;on .. 1 
e\'cnts tht establishment of l' "RRA, the. Cun fer( t1l<.:'i in Qu-:.hc-.·, i\lcs, v\, , 
Cairo, Tchc.:r.111, Brettun \X'ooJs, .111d thc. u n-.1'1,1.t1r:t (, • ·•1 'i ii:c·t~,., .i n1nn~~ 
th<: Go\'c.rnmc:nto.;-in-E::-.ik, \\'hose. ,1tt;lLa.1 .. s .nc. of l',tr:ic•1! •r i"-:p 'rt ~n~·r..: tu 

, .. 1 r in Eu rn p<:. .i\l 1 P ,· d '. l'l' '· 1 d ] ,. 11 . • , '-: 1.. t ! ' ' 
, < l 1. l ) the Alltul '\,,1ti\ 11, h> 11i... I . , _l '\ '- ·, ,1 11 l l ' .. 
Gu,ernmLnh-111-Exil<:, ,,h1d1 h.t\c ,1 ,lire I , i., 1<!111.. t ,·._ 1r111~, 1 ,,, .. ,, \\.t:

Je\\'i ·h reu,n-,tru<.tiPn iu furopL. Th:..n L .;.,:.. i ti<.: 111\·.1,iPn ui· \,'c ,.e, ·1 
Europe b) thc. Allied Armte-,, the. lihc:t.1ti<111 d h.tn~·,:. 1.>_!t;it1m .ind l t.:~
cmboure and the: Armi-.ti .. c·s "ith Rununi,t. Fin I.ind .mt! L\td ~ u-: 1 ; the. 
Dumba~ton Oaks meeting, the· !><::ond (, uf . .r,nu.: i,1 Qt•lbc: .md the. 

l. 

second s<'ssion of the Council nf L'NRRA in Ml1ntrc.:1l. 
In the light of these dc:,:c.lopmc. nt,, th<.: C(lmrni:,~.it a ,,il-1 :l, ~uh

Committc:cs considered their prim.iri, function t•i he li1.1t uf .111.1. l> zing tk: 
events in Europe and th<: dc:cl,tr.tlions .rnd pwn,11111 :.,rc.::1ts . ~ t '. ic. L1n1tL-.i 
1·,1tions, ,rnJ the: import of thc'i<.: Lb.l.tr.1.liuih Lr j~· . .-:"•1 i.i'1..•·'-,t' in th: 
post-war period, and of formul.iting the ~]'-:<..:fa J, , .. i:,h ,.!s,unds t11 t'<.. 
presented to g~J\·c.:rnmc:nt.tl .wtl10ritic., ,1l orr'Prt,.111<. mornu.i ;_ 'i h~ ror1-
mission did not fee.:! c.dlcd upnn to issu1.. st.tl<.:mcnh or nuke dcd.ualilHl:-. .ti 
eH:ry turn of c:,·cnb, bcuusc.: th\:' intcrn.,lil,n.d '.,c<:nc. \\',ts t ' muJ1 i , ,·. 
st.1tc of Aux; only recently h.1.s it he.mm<. mm< or k :,· u-yst.tili ·,~t <.'. . 

The: general polili<::i of Jewish du1Lllhh j or r, ,.,t-\\.U f ("-.l):ht rt!. (i" 1 

were: formulated by the Conference .1t its IJr,t ''-'"'-ill!l. ·r ht:~-, 1t1t·rc·'l .1ppl:
cation of these: policies tu spccifiL -,itu.ttit111:, rc(1uircd c.trdul d<.:lihu.1t:,111 . 
pl.rnning ,rnd prcpar:ition. The: .1,tion-. institutc:d h;· tliL ru..,t-\\ .tr CH~1-

rnission on cert,lin ,1-,perts of fe,, i,h rcwmtrm t;nn. lt.t,·t bc.u1 in th<: n.ttL:rc: 
of first steps in ,1 long duin of opcr,ttiom tlut .trc n,nti;rninf!; rnd will 
continue: to occupy the ,lttlntion of the Confc.-r<:ikc fnr Sl1l11l' tirnc: tn t->!11<.:. 

3. Rr:.01.t 'TI<>l'.S oF THF Fm~, S1 ~~Joi\' 01· Till Cn:-.:1-rRr"-.C.!" 

The Resolution on Rcrnmtrultiun of Po,t-\\' 1r Europe.rn Jc.:,,·,·1 

adopted by the J\mc:rilL111 Jc:" ish Confc:rc.:mc ,tt ih fir,t- sl,..,inn nJI.., url' 1 

the Unitc.·d 1 ,1tions tu gi, <.: full ,on..,idc.r.1t1on to th<.: spc.::.. :1il nc.u!s d t'.::.: 
Jc\\'i:-,h people in po:.t-w.ir Europ-:, ,rnd rcwmmcnd:. l<:rl 1i11 mc.:.1sur'-s 
to" .uJ the solution of the fol lo,, i ng problem..,: 

A. Poli1irr1L S1,1111, of Je11, m L111 op,:: Intc.rn.tlion.d Biil ui Ri.l,!ht·- -
Outl.l\\ ing of Anti-, emitio.;m. 

B. Tr,m.1it,on f m111 II "<!I ! 11 J>uc,: ImmLdi.tk .1hr1):! 1t ;t111 l'f .. : I 
mca ·urcs of Jiscrimin,1tion Jndc:•1111irir.ttion fl, r l"'r ,>rc~t_· !)uni..,'11t1_:_~ 
for "Jr crimes. 

C. Reltej. Rcbt1bJ/1,r11ir1: ~- , 1 /~ ~(1111,·u::/.',7.'l: Lih2r:t'.-- r,i J~,·:•, :"r 
Ghetto:-, .rnd concentr.ltion .uc.:.1s Attc:ntiPn t,., l1K -r~--i .J J ,., ·,·, n~·Ld , ·n 
the distribution of food, dothing ,ind mc.:c.iil.d .1ill .rnd in tl:c: i~rn, ;,· 111 d. 
shclter-Rc:turn of J<:\\S lo thc.ir forrnu o,Lup,ttions. er tl 1 l.' ·r rctr.1i11i11g 
for nc" Olcup,ttions The rc.:-c.:s;t 1bli-.hmc.nt of Jc.:\\ ish rcligiou . c.:duc.1-
tiun.1! and \\Clhrc: org.tniz.tlinm Thc.: i;t:ht nf e\lfl Jl\\ "ho dl..'..,irc.-. to 
'iC:ttk in P,11<::-.tinc. to c.:migr.tlL thu-c. .rnd to t.1h lm po..,-,c.-. ... ium \\ ith him . 

D. Jeu 11h Rtpu ,e11ta/1r,J1: " Rc.:rngnit i11n hy the L'nitcd •. tlions ul the 
justice of the Jc.:,, ish cl.tim for rcprc.-.t·nt.1ti l1n. fur the: purpose: pf° .td-. :Lc.: 
Jnd rnopc.:r.1tion. on .lg<:nl ic-. tlut h.1, c.: h<:n .rnd "i 11 he '><:t up I·_.· the: 
L'nitc.:d Nations to , . .le.ii" ith the: pruhllm-. of n.lid·. r1.luhilit.1lil 1n. rl-,lltlc
ment .• md other post·\\ ,tr r<.'roml rmtion ... 

In this report ,111 .tn.1lysi'i "ill he· m tdc.: uf the. prnh1<'rn" di -..llh'>ld .u1d 
.1<.tcd upon by the Commi'i-.;on, undu thc. foll,,\, ing ht:.1din!_!'>: I. Pul1tit d 
Status of Jc:\\ 'i in Europe: ~- Puni'>l1P1<:nl fur \\' .u ( rimes: :,_ Hllurn. lh:
pJtri.1tion .rnJ R<:settlc.:mc.nt uf Di:-.pl.tcc.:d } ... "-.: 1. fndc:mniJ:- ,tion for .rn I 
Re tor.ltion of Jc.:,, i '>h Pro pert, : ) . Jc,, i-,h Rq--r(·-.cn ti tion. Thc. l.1-.t t", 1 

item-., no" in fin.ti pre. p.H.ttion, ,, ti I not 1-e r<.:.tlh for ind u-..ion in th i-, r :· 
port. A 'iupplemcnt.1ry report "ill he: pre-;c:nt("d to the: d<.llg.ttc.-. .Lt thc. 
c.:umd 'IC.:'> ·ion. ' 

Bc:fore di-.rnssing in det.lil u,h of thc.: tnpil-, 1111..·nti11n1 d .1h,1\C. it " ill 
he: \\di to fl\ ic.,, hricth· thl" .t.ti, itic, of th1.: f>p,t \\ .1r ( rnnirn..,..,ion rn the: 
implu Knt.1tiun of it... 1~rncr.im. 

I Ac I l\'ITir" 
1.Jrior tn tll~ tornution 11f , h1.., C ommi,-.ion .. l dc.lu/1ttllll of the 1\mu

ir.~n Jc:wi-,h Confrrcncc:. rnnsi.,ting nf Dr. St<.ph_n ' .. \\ 't.,c:. Dr. Ahh.1 
~die! ih er, Louis Lip-,ky. Dr. ~ olomon 13. Frcdwf. J.me r, .tn-. .111'-i 
h,mk Goldm.tn prc:..,entcd .t .. _ t.ltcn1<:nt nf thL Org rniz.llinn of thl Arncr
il,10 Jc.:" i-.h Confcrc.ncc.: .111d It... RL ..,11lutH,1h Aduptc.d .tt the Fir-.t l-,-..ion 
to ... ecrd.ny of ~t,ttl Cllrdc.-11 Hull .tnd di,u1,,c:d ,,ith thc. .Llrlt.tn till 
n.1turc.: of the. J<. ,, i-,h l l.1im.., for thc. pn-.,t-\\ .ir u.1. Thi-, • :t.1t<.mc.nt of 0r
_gJniz.1ti0n .rnd Rc.v)lution-,·· ,,.t.., .tl ... o -.uhmittcd 1111 ;\<l\Lllll'd "'>(,. 19 I::, tu 
Honnr.1ble Dun Adic..,on , "110 ,,.1.., .,t tlut t1111<. ( lu ·rnun pf thL t1r-..t '-t:'>· 
-;ion of the. Cl>Unul ~,r l ':--..' RR,\. 111t:dln!.! ll1 :\tl.rntil Citr. Thl C1iunli1' ... 
;1ttention ,,,1s c.tllcd to the "P<.:1..ifit need-, in re:lilf .111d rc.luhiht.ttion nf till 
Jc"" in Eumpl. Alter it~ fornution. the Pt1-..t-\\'.1 r ( ummi,-..iun j'l"llLCLllcd 
to c.trry out the }"'W,cr.1111 lormul.ttld in the.- Rc...,olutinm of th<. ( onfc:rc.nc<.. 

A t.ttc.mcnt on .111 ··1ntcrn.1ti1H1.tl Bil I of Right-, ·· ,, .1-, ... uhmittLd to 
t_·n~c.r- ·c~r<.:t,uy of ... t.ltc. Ed\\.trd R. Stettrniu-... Jr.. hy .1 dc.:lc[!.tt1un l.<Hl
'>t-.ting ot Dr. Grc.:c.:nbc.r!~- Mi-.-. b .ins. Dr Tr.1d1tenhug .md Dr. r\ lu;
.rnJu . Kol1.1mk1. ALtin,l! nn lhc. L\l 1if thl Dumh.irton (),ti,-, (!lnlLru1,c. 
the: dclc:g,1tion ... tre ... -.cd the implirt nf .111 intern Hion.ll bil I uf hum.in ri~hh 
tor till -,oc.i,tl .111d pnlitiL,ll '-CLuritr of the \\llrld. ' 

Th~ prn~lcm uf th<. puni-..hniLnt of ,,.1r lrimin tb .ind till: JL" i-,h dv 
nund tor .1 JU"t .rnd .1du1u,ltc. -,olution. ".1.., prL..,cntul llll 1\ u..'.u-,t 2 'i. I ) 1 1. 

in ,t, t.1tc.mc.nt to 'c.trc.t.tn I lull. ,\ ,·t.1tt.mull on the. R ...... t11r.~li1111 llf Riirhh 
to J<. _"" in [un'.pc.:. \\hid1 i, the hr-,t -.tlp tn thl r1.: c..,l.lhl,-,hmrnt pf tlici1 
polit1t.tl ,t.ltu-, Ill I:L'.n>pC'ln u~untrie-,_ ,,.1-, ,uhm;ttcd t,1 i\lr . I lull nn ~q 1-
lc.mhcr I'· l 1J 11. I he thru ~LttlllKnh .. h \\ell .h the: RL-.11lut i11 11.., ,,i· the 
Cnnfcrultl. ,,uc .d'>n trrn-,mittc.d to till l mh.h-..il-, 11f th<. ,.ninu-. ,.,1,<;rn

mu1h 111 \\ ',1-.hin_s::t11n . . tnd tii the lll<.'mhu ... 11f hnth 11,,u..,c.-.. 11f tlie 1 ·11itLJ 
~LI[(.'> (Ull"LL,S. 

<.. 
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TO: 

' 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE: 

Dear Delegate: 

The dat~ herewith enclosed for your information will 
acquaint you with the particulars of the application 
submitted to your local fund-raising ~ncy for an 
allocation to the 1945 Conference budget. 

We are confident that your who le-hearted support of our 
application will aid materially in securing favorable 
oonsideration of our request. I lmow I need not stress 
that without the necessary finances, our program and 
activities will be correspondingly curtailed. Needless 
to say, this will result in increased suffering to our 
overseas brethren, whose plight our program and activi
ties are designed to alleviate. 

Will you kindly acknowledge this letter and l:eep us 
advised of action taken upon our request. 

AD:iS 
Enc. 

Sincerel yolr s, 

(~ 
Aaron Droock, Chairman 
:Budget and J'inance Comnit tee 
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&TA'l'El.~T ON PUNISHMENT OF Viiui CRIMIN...LS 

Submitted by the 
American Jewish Conference 

Since their rise to power, the leaders of the Nazi regime in Germany 
have repeatedly and consistently proclaimed the extermination of the Jewish 
people as a major aim. Both before and since the beginning of the war, they 
have pursued this aim with unrelenting vigor and brutality, utilizing every 
measure of degradation and despoliation, includmg forced labor, starvation, 
deportation and mass murder. This campaign of terror and annihilation has been 
C1Lrried out with unexampled bestiality in consort with Axis allies &nd associ-
ates, and with the connivance of Nazi folloY,ers and subordinates in their home 
countries and their coJ..laboratora in occupied territories. These crimes cannot 
go unnunished without destroying the legal and moral foundot ions unon ,1hich our 4 • 

civilization rests. 

?he United Nations, being aware of the ne.nifold crimes committed oy 
the A.xis po,,ers againct the Jev,ish people, have solemnly and officially affirmed 
aa their policy toward all those guilty of these crimes the exaction of full and 
Just retribution. 

Thus, the Inter-Allied Declaration signed at St. Jeines• Palace on 
January lJ, 1942, though not me.king express reference to the Je,rn, proclaimed 
that tile signatory powers 11 place among their principal war aims the punishment, 
through the channel of organized juntice, of those guilty and rcsponsio1e for 
these crimes (against civiliana), whether they have ordered them, perpetrated 
them, or in any way participated in them." 

Subsequently, in a Joint Declaration issued silln.llte.neously at London 
and Washington on :oeceml::er 17, 1942, the United Nations took formal cognizance 
of the fact that •• the German authorities ... are now carrying into effect Hitler• G 
oft-repeated intention to exterminate the Jewish people in Europe," and there
fore ,reaffirm their solemn resolution to ensure that those responsible for 
these crimes shall not esca.pe retri bltio,l, and to press on with the necessary 
practie&l measures to this end." 

In conjunction with the historic Moscow Conference, the heads of the 
government• of the United States, the u.s.s.R., and Great Britain, "•peaking in 
the interests of 32 United Nation•," iS6ued on November 1, 1943, "a oolean ~b
lic declaration." Aa Secretary of State Ck>rdelJ. Hull stated on November 18,194:3, 
before a Joint Meeting of the Senate and the House of Representative•, the 
Declaration promiaed that "due punishment will oo administered •.. to the perpetra
tors of the bestial and abominable crimes committed by the Jaai leaders cgainct 
the harasoed and persecuted inhabitant• of occupied territor1ea -- ~ainat people 
of all races and religions, among whom Hitler has reser,ed for the Jews hi• mat 
brutal wrath. u 

On March 24, 1944, thil policy was clearly and emphatic.ally reiterated 
when President Roosevelt, with the approval of Prime Minister Churchill and 
Premier Stalin, ma.de a public pronouncement calling attention to the fact tbat 
the extermination of the Jewish people was 11 ·begun by the Nazi• in the day of 
peac.e and multiplied by them a hundred times in time of war," and stating in 
parta •we •.. again proclaim our determination that none who participate in the•e 
acts of savagery (~ainat Jewa and other civilians) aball go unpu.niahed. The 
United Natioua have made it clear that they will pursue the ~ilty and deliver 
them up in order that just ice re done. That warning applies not only to the 
leaders but also to their functionaries and subordinates in Germany ond in the 
aatellite countries .. ,All w.bo share the gu.ilt will share the punishment•" 

., 
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In view of the sole.rm o.nd unequivocal .declaration of policy embodied in these and similar official statements, which leave no doubt as to the intention of the United Ne.tions to visit Just punishment upon those guilty of crimec against civilian populntiona, and notably agninot the JevJish people, the American Jewish Conference, representing the Jewish comnunity of the United States of America, urges that in carrying out this policy the United Ne.t ions take cognizance of and proper action upon the following consideratioiTu: 

1. Among the crimes to \:e made punishable under this policy, there be expressly included the publicly oonounced intent of the Axil nations EU1d their allies and as~ociates to annihilate the Jewish people, and all acts whereby they sought to ~ccomplish this aim, before and during the war, within their own Dnd occupied territories, 

2, In all trials of those guilty of crim-aE against civili:m popuJ.a-tione, criminal acts pcrfor~d against the J~wiuh people shall be duly specified aa part of the indic troent . 

~. ':Chose ch.rged with specific cri:nes eg£.1n:;;t i.'t'ldividual JOT{S 1 or with acts designed to bring aoout the ultirnate annihil~tion of Jcw1~h c:ommun1t1c~, euch as deprivation, starvation, deportation, unendurable. forced labor, and ma.~s zwrrler by whatever means, in territories occupied by the ent~my. shall be prosccutecl •1th the utmost energy anu. vigor in the national courto of the statoo where such crimes ,,ere committed, irrespective of the natiald.ity of the accused or of the victims. 

4. 1l1he prosecution of those guilty of these acts a.gidnst the Jews in Germnny and in the territories of ·her al!ies and &~sociatcn, as well al of criiOOS not confined to single territories, shall be within the jurisdiction of the contemplo.ted international court for the trial of war criminal.a, 

5. lhe United Nations ehall agree among themselve• to declare aa comnon criminals, and ahall so declare, all those guilty of these acts againGt the Jews, wid &hall require the Jt.xia nations, their allies mid a,a:ociateo, t.he neutral nations iind any other country where the crim1nnla may aeek asylum, to surrender or extradite all persona thus designated. Provi1ion for the surrender of these criminals cy the Asia por,ers, their allies and e.seociatea, aha.1 l "oo included in the tcrrne of the armistice • 

6. Bepresentativea of the respective Jewish communities ehiill lJ, couaul te4 in the preparatioll of evidence against these crlminnle, end shnll be recogni&ed in the national court,e aa am1ci, .~r~. and provision shall be made to this effect. 

7. Representatives of the Jewish people shall be oft'icially admitted aa e191c1 cur~a_E!. before the contemplated intern~tional pro,ecuting body and the international court for the trial of war criminals. 'l'he conatituting act.a of these bodiea tball contain the necessary provisions to this effect. 

8 • The Conmi saion for the Invt? et ige t ion of tar Crimea, or ouch o thel' bodJ aa may ·oe constituted for thiG purpose by the United Nations~ shall receive and give due con11deration to all suggeationa which may ·oe submitted to it by a representation of the Jesiah pe0ple, and it lhall grant auch & representation a 
!ow• \ ~~~1.. 
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lOBEWORD 

The full etory of the sufferings of European Jewry and of the con

dition of its surviving remnants hae yet to be told. In the following pages 

a brief account 1• given of the present ei tuation in the liberated countries 

of Europe (exclusive of Soviet territories). The information has been culled 

from various sources, including off'icial documents and the overseas press up 

to March, 1945. All statistical data are, of course, only estimates. How

ever, the probable errors are not so great as to change the general picture 

given in each country. 

Only some 922,000 Jews, out of a pre-war total of 5,500,000 remain 

in the liberated areas under review. Between 800,000 and 900,000 escaped 

occupied Europe to various parts of the globe. About Z, 700,000 (excluding 

Jews from Germaey, Austria, Czechoslo-rakia and lbasia) have met their fate 

at the hands of the Axis executioners. The following table gives an approxi

mate account of the number of Jews aurvi ving in each country. 

Countrz 

1. Belgium 
2. J'rance 
3. Greece 
4. Luxembourg 
5. letherland• · 
6. Poland 
7. Yugoelavia 

A. In Allied Countries 

Total 

Ho. of Jews 
in 1939-1940 

00,000 
350,000 
85,000 

5,000 
180,000 

3,300,000 
80,000 

4,090,000 

No. of' Jews 
at time of liberation 

21,000 
180,000 
18,000 

70 
9,000 (1) 

50,000 (2) 
1,600 (Z) 

279,670 

( 1) Estimate include• expected survivor• 1n areas not yet liberated. 
(2) Inclucl111g deportee■ from Western European oountriea. 
(3) In the liberated pa.rte. 
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l3 . In Former Axis Countries 

Country No. of Jews 
in 1939-1940 

No. of Jews 
at time ·of liberation 

a. :Bulgaria 
9. Jinland 

10. Hungary 
11. Italy 
12. Bu.mania 
13. Slovak:la 

Total 

Total A and B 

48,000 
1,800 

400,000 
57,000 

850,000 
69,CXX> 

1,425,800 

5,515.800 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(?) 

45,000 
1,800 

280,000 
22,000 

290,000 
·3,000 

641,800 

921,470 

What are the problems of rehabilitation of surviving European J~ry? While 

circumstances vary in each country, there are several salient feature• comnon to 

all parts of liberated Europe. The restoration of the rights of Jews has been 

legally decreed but not actually effected. llestitution of property has met with 

great obstacles and in many instances with obstinate opposition. Kost Jews have 

not been able to ge\ back to their former homes, occupation1 or to regain their 

posseseions. The great majority of them are dependent on whatever relief they 

may receive from the Jewries of the free democratic countries. Oovernmental and 

intergovernmental aid has been negligible, or nil. 

The attitude of the general population, even in countriee where it bad been 

favorable before the war and during the occupation. has changed for the woree. 

There 1• wide-spread anti-Jewish feeling throughout Europe, in many areas being 

manifested in open hostility and exceaaee. !he majority of Jf!lffs in all of liberated 

Europe, some reports indicate. want to emigrate and are looking toward Pale stiae a.a 
their only aalvat ion. 

(4) 
(5) 
(6) 

(7) 

AIZXAHDEll S. IOBABSXI 
Director of leeearch 

Increased 1n 1941 to 60,000, after annexation of Greek and Yugoslav territory. 
After aeveral annexations, increaaed to 750,000. 
Bumber changed aeveral time• after ceding and regaining territory. Hundred• 

of thousands of llumanian Jews perished in Transnistria and Hungary. 
Some 800,000 to 900,000 escaped occupied lurope. 
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·JEWS IN LIBERATED EUROPE 

Allied Countries 

BELGIUM 

1. l3 efore Liberation 

On the day of the German invasion, May 10, 1940, :Belgium had about 
90,000 Jewa. They tried to escape but more than halt were engulfed 
b7 the laai adVance. Thus at the end of , 1940, the Germane registered 43"000 
J•• 1n l3elgium. Deportation of two-thirds of their number began in July, 
1942, first to Northern Jrance and then to the last. Lists of 26,000 depor
tee• at Malines are available. 

!he economic ruin of Belgian Jewry was accomplished under German 
decrees of May 31, 1941 and May 20, 1942, the first ordering registry of 
all property am deposition of securities. and the second liquidating all 
Jewish business concerna. The German Bruaseler Zeitung, in March, 1944, 
estimated ttaryan11ed" Jewish pr0perty at 18 billion 327 million francs 
($618,000,000), excluding property of German Jewish refugees. 

2. After Liberation 

Some 19,000 to 21,000 Jews survived in Belgium at the time of 

liberation. Of these, 6,000 are German and Austrian Jewe, 8,000 Poliah" 

About 12,000 live i."'l. Brussels, 2. 000 in Antwerp and the rest in smaller 

towns. The Jewish Defense Cormiittee· of the Belgian underground, active 

during the occupation, succeeded in saving 10.500 Jews by providing false 

identification documents, hiding places, etc. Non-Jews played an important 

role in this effort. 
3. Attitude of Belgian Government 

The !elgian Government-in-Exile declared on January 10, 1942, that 
anti-Jewish legislation introduced in Belgium during the German occupation 
was illega.l because it contradicted •the principles of the !elgian Consti
tution of equality without dist1ncti9n of creed, race, or language.• Bo 
sooner were the Germans driven out than the Belgian Government radio announced 
that all anti-Jewish legislation was abolished and equality to Jews restored 
in all liberated areas. • 

4. Attitude of the P0pula.tion 

!he maJorit7 of the :Belgian population also ahowa warm syq,athy toward 

the liberated Jews. A proclamation issued by Mayor Van l>emaelbrough of Brussels 

assured Jewish widows and orphans, whose husbands and parer..ta were killed by 

Germ'1tll, that these crimes will not remain unpunished. 16.micipal authoritiea 

havo. asked the Bruaaela Jewish community to subnit an estimate of danagea 
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suffered, names of Jews deported, a list of confiscated properties, etc. Queen Mother 

Elizabeth of :aelgium has taken the initiative in creating a non-sectarian conrnittee 

to aid need:, Jews. Worse is the situation in Antwerp where the Jewish survivors found 

their possessions despoiled, their homes inhabited by strangers, mostly nemish nation

alists. who refused to vacate the premises. A Je1Vilh deputation bitterly complained 

before Mayor Camille Huysman of Antwerp, and demanded immediate action. 

»elgian Jewish leaders acknowledge that the Germane succeeded in instilling 
anti-Semitism in sections of the :aelgian populations which never before had ill-feelings 
towards Jews. According to Albert lolf. of Liege, regional chief of the Jevrish Defense 
Commit tee which represented the Je,,s in the :Belgian J'ront de L I Independence, Germa.A 
propaganda, using anti-Jewish films and radio talks, left anti-Jewish slogans in the 
minds of the Belgian masses despite their hatred of the Nazis. Jacques Albron , a Jewish 
partisan from Charleroi, states that while the Walloons assisted the Jf!!t/s in circunwen
t,ir.g Nazi pe1~secutions and evadine the Gestapo, many J'lernish collaborationists helped 
the Gestapo to hound down its Jewish victims. In Antwerp the J'lemish l3lack Brigade 
behaved worse than the Gestapo. 

5. Anti-Semitism 

It cannot be said tr.at anti-Semitic feelings and propaganda have ceased in 

:Belgiuo. Simultaneously with the re-emer6-ence of Antwerp Jews, is~ues of the Stuermer, 

J ul i u Streicher 1s anti-Semitic sheet, were posted on Pelican Street. center of the 

p rt:-r.-clr dio..11ond 5.ndustry. Secretly distributed Flemi sh leaflets accuse Cami lle Hu.ysmans, 

pr e-we..r Soc~alist Mayor of Antwerp, of a tt ccmnpiracy with the Jewish dia?OOnd merchants . . o 

t o put t hem into control of the rmmicipal government .u After the oollapse of the abor

tive von Runstedt offensive. tl~ Belgian Socialist Party's official organ, Peuple, 

reported t hat the pro-Nazi underground Ylorked out a block by block plan to "effectively 

liquidate" the sun-iving Jews of Belgium, 11 should the Nazi offensive succeed ... 

U. S. Ser.ior Chaplain L. Rabinowicz who visited Belgium in October. 1944. 
reported to the Lo11don Central Council of Jewish Refugees his fee.re of a revival 
of anti-Se:nitism in Belgium because all looted Jewish residence•, now domiciled by 
Belgians will have to be returned to their rightful owners. 

6. Needs 

Chief Rabbi Dr. Ullman of Belgium reported, October 13, 1944, to the Belgian 

Jewish Committee in London that 90% of the surviving Jews in Belgium "do not possecs 

nnything.1 Chaplain Babinowicz also confirmed that at least 15.000 were "in iamedia.te 
-

need of food, clothing and other help." 'rhe Jewis~ :Defense Comr.ii ttee in Brussels µ-o-

vioee 1 11 000 meals a day in 1oup kitchf'tlft, grants loans to enable some to resume their 
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trades. and diatributes relief to families on a per capita basis. It is also com

piling a register of deportees. In .Antwerp, a soup kitchen has been established 

and other aid is also extended. 

7. Aliens 

About tso-thirds of the surviving Jews are not Belgian citizens. According 
to George Theunis, Belgian ~bassador Extraordinary to the United States, "all Jews 
who resided in Belgium before the war will be permitted tor eturn to Belgium.11 

Mr. Theunis stressed the.t hi• goverr,.men t particularly invites Jev:s to return to 
Antwerp to resme their role in the diamond ind us try. "Jewish Residents," i o e .. 8 

•those who lived in :Belgium before the Hitler period.'' (before 1933) may return. 
but all other non-citizens are expected to leave the country at the end of hosti 
lities, and the Minictry of Justice has already started to issue deportation orderse 
Alien Jewa who before the war had a right to work in the country. still have the 
SarJe right. Others who did not have such right or who entered the a:nmtry after 
the outbreak of the war. a.re not permitted to engage in gainful occupations It 
1s estL~ated that very few Jews are affected by this regulation, 

German and Austrian Jews in Belgium are in a very precarious situation. 
Although deprived of German citlZenBhip{by Nazi decree of April 24, 1942). they 
were registered with the Belgian police as "German nationals .. (October 6, 1944) . 
They had to report weekly and could not obtain working permits, and their property, 
s ~ch a£ it was, was confiscated as "Gerr.mn property ." At the intervention of t he 
Jewish Defense Committee, these 11 Germarl' Jews werf.'I not interned, with the exception 
of a.bout 100 who were arr1-"' nted on the chal .. -;e of collaboration . 

Lr-.tely, the Belgian Gov·ernment has agreed t o consider Jewish refugees from 

Germany and Austria. an non-enemy aliens and to lift all restrictions placed on thei4 

activities. It has also been reported that the Belgian Government does not intend 

to co~el German and Austrian Jews to return to their former oountrieo" 

8. Other Problems 

Some 3,200 children whose parents had been deported by the Oermons. arc in 

particular difficulty. About half of them a.re still in Christian homes and monas

teries where they hlld been hidden during the occupation. Their foster parent~ and 

6-uardians claim the right to obtain their voluntary conversion when they become of 

age. Some families want to adopt their foster children. 

The co-called "white marriages" of Jewish women with Christian men, con

tracted to efJcape deportntion, are now a source of difficulty in cases in which 

a1m ulrr.en t 1 s requ.c s te4 . 
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FRANCE 

l. le.fore Liberation 

When Germany invaded lrance, there were 350,000 Jew• in the country, of 

,rhom 50,000 were retugeee from Bitler Germany, .Austria and Czechoalavakia, and 

25,000 from the Low Countr1ea. According to reports, some 120,000, or virtually 

a third, were deported to Germany and German-occupied Polam and "diaappeared." 

Another 10 to 15,000 are known to have been massacred in J'rance. Only fO, 000 

managed to e~cape, eome of them joining the Fighting French and the Allied 

Armies.. fhe number of Jew• who survived 1n liberated Jrance is estimated at 

100,000. 

In the occupied zone, all Jews were ordered to register before Mey 20, 
1941.. Tho economic pogrom followed the usual pattern. All Jewish-owned pro
perty was M frozen .11 Jews were barred from wholesale and retail trade, banking 
and advertising. All Jewish-o_wned concerns wer~ registered, and in December, 
1940, "arysn" commissars were appointed over them. 

In the •1rree• zone, the Vichy Gov ernment aped the Gennan pattern throug..~ 
the Jev1ich Statute, promulgated on October 3, 1940. Jews successively lost 
their political and civil rights and were barred from all administrative posts. 
On M~rch 29, 1941, the Commissariat of Jewioh Ufairs was set up to supervise 
liquidation of Jewish property 82'1d frame further anti-Jewish measures. 

In Mar~h, 19~. Daquie de Pellepoix, Vic..riy Conmisnioner for Jewish 

Affairz, boasted that in the whole of France, Jewish property worth more tnan 

l O b"i. lion frenca had been "aryanized.11 The President of the Jewish Unity 

Committee in Paris stated, after liberation, that Jew& in Paris have been 

robbed of at least 10 billion francs in property, beside• household articles 

and. furniture taken fl'om them during the occupation. fhree thousantl houses 

owned by Jews have changed hands. 

Tile 330,000 Jews of French North Africa (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia) 

had been subjected to most of the Vichy restrictions imposed in metrOpOlitan 

France. In Algeria, the JeV1a had for seventy year1 enjoyed the status of 

French c1 tizens under the Cremieux Decree of 1070. Thia decree waa revoked 

by Vichy on October ? • 1940, reducing the Jews to the status of unnaturalized 

Mu.nlima, and in certain matters (right to acquire property and business) 
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placing them in an even inferior position(> Between 1940 and 1942, out of 

2,671 Jews in .Algerie., 2 ,202 were dismissed fl•om ~he administration; prac

tising lawyers were reduced from 135 to 22; doctors from 136 to 65. The 

proportion of Jewish pupils in the universitiea was fixed at 3~ and their 

number• reduced from 525 to 97 o The proportion of Jewish pupils in primary 

and secondary schools was fixed at 14~, and in technical achools at 3~ to 

l~. The "aryan1zation1 of Jewish enterprises, begun in the spring of 1942v 

resulted by Septent>er of that year in the transfer of 47? Jewish enterprises 

to the control of provisional commissars o 

2. In Liberated North J.f'rica 

Jrench North Africa was the first rrench teITitory liberated by the 
~lied forces, on November 7 • 19420 Ten days later, Algerian Jewe requeated 
the abrogation of discriminatory laws, but met with no responaeo In December, 
jdmiral Darlan M auapended" all racial laws inspired by the Germane, but no 
practical r esulte were obtainedo Jewish requests were renewed under General 
Giraud, who eucceeded Darlan, bu\ at first no cbange of policy occurred o ID-
stead, a discriminatory rule was issued, segregating Jew• mobilized for mili
tary service in non-combatant labor uniteo On March 14, 1943, General Girau.i 
annulled a series 0£ Vichy racial laws, but left in force the abrogation of 
the Cremieux Decree. Thie Decree waa finally restored October 129 1943, in 
Algeri&o The political status of Jews in Morocco and Tunisia remained un
changedo 

Even in Algeria the formal restoration of rights brought no practical 
results, since many outspoken Vic~itee remain in high position• and maintain 
the anti-Jewish meaauresa Jewish official• have been reinstated but only a 
ff/fl have retained their posts; most have been fired under various pretext•. 

The Moroccan Jew• are subjects of the Sul taA am are under the juri._ 
diction of the Paahas and the Cadle, except in personal matters which are 
under the authority of rabbinical tribunaleo lhil• Vichy anti-Jewieh law• 
have been ablOgated, discrimination against Jews prevail• in practice. 

3o ' After Liberation in Jrance 

lleatoration of right• to Jewa went on •• hench territory wu being 

liberated" following Allied landings in Normai:d1', June 6P 19440 On Jun• 

26th, the Coneul\ativ• Aeaeat>ly empowered the Comnittee of National Libera

tioll to nullify tbe VicbiY lawa and to restore pre-war republican lawao All 

anti..Jewi•h decree, were auepended July 7th in libera\ed Bormand1, am4 

August 25th in Savoie provinceo Similar action wa1 taken by the 1rench 

lore" of \he lDterioro After the libera\ion of Pari• and the rest of 
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l'rance, ordinances were issued by the Provisional J'rench Government reuetating 

J- iD public office, in the Army, etco Among \hos• reinstated are Oeorp 

Callen, Jacque Heilbronner, am\ Pierre Seligman, Councillor• of State, Leon 

Keiss, v1ce-prea1da, of . th• Cour\ of the Sein• district of Paria, and four

,een Jewiah general•• 

4. lleetoration of Propertz 

Mu.ch nore difficult was the restoration of Jniah pr0pen7, co».fia

cate4 under Vicq law• and dig\ributed anong numeroua henchmen. A eyatematic 

caq>a1p, to prevent the return of this property to its Jewiah oWAere has bee 

conducted for a long time. Ae early aa September 30 9 1943, Ila.reel Deat, pre

tender to Laval'• place ae a German henchman, published in the Pari• L'Oeuvr• 

a long article advising • the hundreds of thousand.a of rrenchmen (for there 

are hundred of thousands) who have acquired property belongiiig to Jewe, be 

it large or small, to unite in order to defend their rights. If the7 do not 

do so they risk being awlndle4.1 The figure "hundrecla of thouaanda11 applied 

to Jrencbmen profiteering :f'rom robbed Jewish property 11 certainly exaggerated. 

But after liberation, Radio Paril (September 23 9 1944) etatecl that in Peril 

alone more than 2,000 Vichy-appointed real estate managers (some of them 

handling more than 50 properties) and at least 5DOO0 bueine11 administrator•, 

have operated confiacat eel J•iah propert iee during the occupat iono The number 

of those who have Nacquired11 Jewish propertiea allegedly in good faith 11 

con1iclerabl7 hipr. 

Anticipating oppoai tion, prominent JrencbmeD cautioned the J-. a• 
early aa the BUD1Der of 1944, that restoration to their prniou1 economic 
po1ition• would be difficult. Michael Patique, de Oaull•'• emiaaar7, warne4 
ina widely circulated article in the rrench preas that the return of Jnilh 
property would meet with adamant reaiatance. Michael Le Troquer, promine11t 
J'rench lawyer, •repor\ed" that certain element• 1n liberated 1rance would 
be 1 1rr1 tated• to eee Jrench Jewa automatically replaced in industrial, 
commercial and political positions. He found that Germm 1nepire4 anti
Jewi1h propagada had ha4 eame effect, and Wal'Jlecl Jrench am Alliecl l•ad•r• 
\o be aware of thi1 prob le. 



- 9 -

l'ot until Roveaber 14, 1944, were two ordinances regarding Jewish 

property issued. One covered restitution of Jewish de Gaullist, Aleace

Lorraine and deportee propertie■ confiscated ands till held by the state. 

According to Professor Rene Cassin, head of the Legal Advisory Comcitte• 

to the Presidenc7 of the Council of Ministers, this objective was easily 

accomplished. The second ordinance required the return of living quarter• 

to their former teDanta. There was no difficulty in returning vacant 

premiaea. But the great majority of Jewish dwell inge were not vacant. 

Many were occupied by refugees am bombed out families; in Paris alone, 

10,000 to 25,000 Jewish families were thus affected. l'hile ,he principle 

of restitution hold• in these cases, considerable delay can be granted by 

'h• Judge•. Another difficulty was that Jews could not in man;r case• pro

duce legal title to their possessions. 'rhus, the great majority of Jew• 

still remain homelees. 

The return of Jewish property bought by individual 1rencanen from 
the Vi dly Comniaeioner of Jewish Affairs. proved to be particularly com
plicated, especially in cases of industrial and comnercial firms which 
bave been exploited by the new "ownera.• Negotiable securities have been 
traded on the Stock Exchaage eo that they can hardly be traced. Oppoeition 
to restoration of property was organized in October, 1944, by some 40,000 
"buyers, 11 under the name "National Association for the Defense and Interests 
of :Buyers of Jewish Businesses.11 The Association suggested that the dis
poe1essed Jews be treated as if they had been bombed out and be compensated 
by the Government. Similar protective groups were also formed in other 
field•, such aa the "Inter-Professional Association of Merchant•, Indue
trialiate and .Artisans," and the "Association of 1ormer Administrators of 
Jewish Property,• which defended the claims of Aryans on the ground that 
'they bought J eWieh poaaeaaiona in "good faith.1 It was not until December 
29, 1944, that the J'rench Provisional Government ordered the dissolutioA 
of these organisations which II intended to preven, the r•-••tabliebment of 
Bep~lican legality.• However, the situation did not improve. !he I!!! 
York Time• Paris correspondent wrote, January 31, 1945: •Many Jewe and 
other victims of confiscation cannot recover their former homea, and dit
aatiafaction is growing.• 

--Protest against delay in restoring Jewieh property was Toiced ill 

Le Populaire, orgaa of the J'rench Socialist Party, and in a re90lution 

adopted by the political bureau of the lrench Comrmmiat Party (December, 

1944). On several etore windows in Pori• and provincial citi••• 7ellow 

stickera appeared, adorned with black naatika1 8Ad bearing the following 
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inscription in blood-red letters: •This establishment has been stolen by a 

profiteer under the German occupation.• (January 1945) On December 28, 1944, 

the question of solving the problem of Jewish property was raieecl in the Con

sultative Assembly. 1inally, in February, 1945, the Government aibmitted to 

the Consultative Assembly a decree concerning "a category of property confis

cated by the Vichy Government, or b7 the German authorities and which baa been 

ceded to acquirer• who have not al.we.ye acted in bad faith.• The original 

draft submitted b7 the Ministry of Jinance wae a reversal of the policy that 

had been enunciated b7 the ~ight~ 1r~nch and the 1rench Comnittee ot Bational 

Liberation promising full restitution to the victims of Vichy regardless ot 

the claims of the acquirers • 

The draft elaborated by the Ministry of Jinance gave tacit legalit7 to 
the statue of tbe Vichy acquirere. They could keep profits gained during the 
yeara they held the property. The original owners, on regaining their pro
perty, had to repay them for improvements ma4e. Their "acte ot administra
tion• remained valid. One section of the draft made possible an interpreta,.. 
tion b7 the court enabling them even to claim indemnit7 for dame&"• incurred 
as a re■ult of the ordinance. 

Zver7 despoiled Jf!!lli had to bring individual action tor repoaseeeion 
ot hie property, and face a long, hard and costly legal battle. The draft 
aeeme4 to be aa mu.ch concerned with the protect ion of acquirera or pro- -
v1a1onal adminiatratora • of property under the Vichy discriminatory l••• ae 
with establilhing the baaia of restitution. 

After prolonged diecusaion, the Consultative Aaaembly approTed in 

Karch, 1945, the final version of the law, which is a combination ot the 

draft• of the restitution laws submitted by the Jrench Oovernaent. and b7 the 

Jrench Socialist Party. The law provides, inter-alia, that all conti■cationl, 

aa well aa sales of property by Jews under duress, be considered void, and 

that all legitimate prof~ts from confiscated Jewish enterprises be refunded 

to the owners, while all illegitimate profit• be confiscated by the state. 

Other clauaes deal with damaged property and involuntary transaction•. The 

combined bill 1• considered an improvement over the ~vernment draft, and 

embodiel part of the 8'18gestions voiced bT the llepresentative Council of 

Jrench Jewa. 
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Zmile Terr9ine, Professor of Physiology at the Universities of Straso

bOm'I and. Iqon1, who has successfully carried out similar work in Lyons, bas 

been appointed head of the Department tor the R~stitution of Jewish Property. 

5. Immediate Neecla 

The vast majority of J'rench Jews are in desperate need. At least one
third of their number require relief, estimated at 45,000,000 francs monthly. 
Jy December 12, 1944, some 30,000 adults and 10,000 children had registered 
wlth Jewish conrnuna.l institutions for assistance. It was reported in January, 
1945. that hopeless economic conditions have forced over 201 000 Jews to leave 
Paric for amller towns. Of the :35,000 JeNIS remaining in the capitl)l, about 
8~ are une:nployed am C&llnot fir.d homes; half of them live in hostels. Con
ditions in Lyons, where over 151 000 Jews are unemployed, arc not nru.ch bet,ter, 
according to the Paris newspaper Combat. 

A request by the Federation of Jewish Societies in France that the 
Intergovernmental Comnittt?e on Refugees provide funds to help rehabilitate 

• Jewish artisans and small merchants, wa~ frustrated by a technicality 0£ 

French law bo.rring refugees from work. On the other hmid, Jewish im:iie;runts 
'1!"..0 have the right to work in France are not wit hin the jurisc1iction of the 
Int Prgoverrunental Conmittee. 

6. Anti-Se~itism 

One of the leaders of the French Rc$istance ~,iovement i r. Northern France, 

,, 
R~lend Pre, declared 1n Nov ember, 19-M, while in Cairo on his way to Buchnrest 

to £erte as French .ArnbaGr,c.dor, thnt, withi n his own experience, anti-Semi ti~m 

had no popul E.r roots in France. Ho admitted. however, t hat Nnz i propa. .a.nda 

h~ rendered Frenchraen Jew-conscious, and thnt it wi l 1 , thcr fore, be diffi

cult for French Jews to adjust themsel ves to t he new cond itions. 

The facts seem to belir out t hi s ota tem nt. Warni ng that, even in 

liberated France racial di&crimi no.tion inspired by Gerr:iany may cause t he 

.. poisoning of public life," the National Movement ~ a i nnt Racism issu.ed a 

rne.nifccto {November 18, 1944) a.&king the GOVt·rnment to guarantee the country 

against any "attempts to cre:1te division·" 'rhis appeal wa.s made in ans,,er to 

-
anti-Semitic agitiition and the d.ir,tr1.bution of anti-Jewish literature by fifth-

column elements. 

llumerou.s reports from France indicate that an anti-Semitic underground, 
connected witl. Yicb¥ 1rreccncilables, is conducting a systematic co::~aign 
~£A.inst the Jews in the country. lrenchmen in Paris and elsewhere have been 
receiving in the mails anti-Jewish litere.ture similar to that issued b efore 
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and during the occupation. In certain areas, walls have been defaced r~ 
larly with anti-Jewish inscriptions, and in O!)-e.., district a Jewish relief 
office was bombed. Some right-wing leaders in the1rench .Resistance mve
ment are suspected of backing an agitation purporting 11 to reduce Jewiah in
fluence in the political and economic life in 1rance .• A secret police 
roum-up revealed that ring leader• of an anti-Semi tic student group _Which 
boycotted lectures by Jewish professors of Jlll"ispruience and Medicine at 
Sorbonne University, were linked through a faculty comnittee to the German 
fifth-cplum. In February, 1945, Sorbonne student• dem:>nstrated in the 
atreeta of Paris, protesting against the life aentence meted out to Charles 
llaurre.a, ed 1 tor of L 'Act· ion J'ranca11e, and found gm.JliY of treason. !hey 
sang anti-Semitic songs and shouted epithets at Jewish student•. Anti-
Semi tic textbooks edited by the Vichy Ministry of I.ducat ion are still in 
use in the elementary acbools of some 1rench towns. 

The Jrench Government is conducting an energetic fight against the 

ren:manta of anti-Semitic groups in the country. In Janusry, 1945, the Jrench 

Ministry of Juatice ainounced that 18,700 Jrench national• aceueecl ot colla

boration with the enemy will be brought to trial. Of theee, 12,000 will be 

charged, among other things, with the misappropriation or Jewish property. 

7. Revival of Communal Life 

!rhe first national conference of Jewa in 1rance eince liberation 
(Paris, December 15-16, 1944) pledged i teelf to the defeat of' anti-Semi tiam, 
to the rehabilitation of Jewish victims of persecution and to reconstruction 
of the Jewish community. A meroorandum wac sent by the conference to the 
Council of' NatiOnal Resistance requesting formal affiliation and deacribing 
the Jewiah role in the reaiatance movement. The om reported that despite 
1&;&1 occupation, it had continued to conduct its trade schools, educating 
and preparing 900 Jewish student• for aelf'-sustaining work between 1941 
and 1944. 

The jinerican Joint Distribution Committee has announced that it made 
a grant of five million francs to the Jewish Consistory of rrance to help 
rebuild religious am communal instiiutione of the Jews in 1rance. Thi• 
grant will be uaed for re-opening synagogues and elementary school• ot 
Jowish education as well as for the training of Babbis and furni8hing them 
to canmunitles now deprived of spiritual leadera 0 
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GBEECE 

1. :Before Liberation 

Pre:..war Greece had some 85,000 Jews. Over two-t'hirde of them lived in 
Salonika. Janina had 4,000, Athena 300 and Cavalla and Larissa lees than 
2,000 each • 

.After the occupation of Greece by the Axis forces in May, 1941, the 
occupation authorities inaugurated a systematic destruction of Greek Jewry. 
In .Salonika more than 7,000 Jews had died of starvation by May. 1942, and 
some 50,000 had been deported to Poland. Jewish inhabitan\a of the !ul
garia-occupied Greek Aegean districts (4,269) and of Macedonia (7,141) were 
deported to Poland in Karch to May, 1943. J)eportation• were accompanied by 
Wholesale seizure and confiscation of Jewish property. The total value of 
Jewish property 1n Greece is estimated a\ 45 million dollars. 

2. After Liberation 

After Greece•• liberation, a census was organized to trace Jewish 

aurviYors. Some 12,000 Jews have registered in Athena and about 3,000 have 

so far reached Salonika from the &llltoUAdmg' mountains and Yillagea where they 

fled during the Nazi occupation. Dr. Sch•rtz, of the Joint Distribution 

Cormnittee, quotes strikingly contradictory figures (April, 1945). He eats.

mates the remaining Jewish population in Greece at 8,500, half' of them 

residing in Athens. On the island of Corfu, 170 Jews remained out of the 

original 2,000. Thousands of Jews who were with the partisans in the moun

tain• have begun to return to Athena. By January, 1945, a total of tome 

18 1 000 Jen have been traced in Greece. Inquiriea made by the Greek lega

tion at Moscow ae to the fate of the Greek JeYle deported to now liberated 

Poland brought no hope of finding wrvivors. 

3. Government Attitude 

On October 22, 1941, the Greek Government-in-Exile iseued. a decree 
declaring void. ab-iaitio and of no legal effect, all transactions throush 
which the enemy, hi• aubject1 or persona acting under hie ordera acquired 
ownership, personal rights or 8llY' other advantagea, from aei10.re ot propert1 
one4 by Greek or allied nationala. Thia decree ie, however, quite iDaut
ficient for Jewish needs. Trsnafere to Greek national• aeem not to be 
affected at all; no automatic invalidation ia provided for; problema ot 
compenaation are scarcely me1L tioned; change• in obJect, indeb\edneaa d 
other upec\a are not dealt with. A poaitive feature of the decree 11 that 
11 goo4 faith" S.a excluded •• an excuae for the acquisition of Jewiah property. 
Alexam.er Syoloe, Greek Miniater of Jinance, offic1&117 aa:uounced. tba Jewiah 
proper\7 aeised during the German occupation will be returned to it• owners. 
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4. General Conditiol'l 

The survivors are in extremely pitiful circumstances. Those emerging 

from hiding places in the mountains are completely destitute. Others who 

have saved a few possessions are liquidating them to maintain a bare exie

tence and hope to be able to emigrate to Palestine. No such emigration has, 

however, yet been organized. Upon liberation, representatives of Greek Jewry 

urgently asked for help from the Greek Government, the Jewish comnunitiee 

throughout the world and the Jo int Distribution Com.mi ttee. The then Greek 

Prime Minister George Papandreou assured them that the government would do 

everything possible to assist the ~ictims and referred to the already issued 

decree for restitution of their properties to the Jews. The Alexandria 

(~ypt) community alloted J. 10,000 for the relief of Greek Jewry and sent 

a representative to Athens to supervise distribution of relief. 

The first step towards what is hopefully described as the rebabilita.
tion of Greek Jewry was taken with the publicationo on October 23, 1944, in 
the Greek Official Ga:ette, of a decree providing for the formation of Jewish 
comnu.nal councils in .A.thens am Salonika. Each council will consist of trJI"ee 
meabers to be •elected from among ref~ees and membera of the armed forces in 
the Middle East. They are to return inmediately to Greece to lay the founda
tions for the revival of Hellenic Jewry in cooperation with the Greek Qovern
mem and the d-in Jewish relief organizationa o The council• are being appoin
ted for a six-month term of office after which election• to the councils by 
the reorganizecl Jewish comnunities are to be heldo 

The Greek civil war has severely aggravated the situation of some 
12,000 Jews in .A.then•. who were caught bet•·een the two contending aide•. 
Athens ruling circle• accused the Jews of being E.AM sympathizers and ILAS 
COD&pirators. The basi• for these accusations lies in the :fact that ill 
November, 1943, numerous young Jews who managed to escape the Bazia, Joined 
BLAS guerrilla forces and fought t~ Germua. Upon their return to liberated 
Athena, they found their families in hiding and dispossessed . Many of the 
Jewish boye who were in the EI,AS mountain unite during the civil strife in 
.A.tbena have been denounced as enemies of public order, arrested and deported 
to Africa. On the other hand, because Athena' Jewa were concentrated during 
the fighting mainly in the area controlled by the British authoritiea and the 
Greek Government, stories of Jewish "conniv&.nceM with the British and the 
•reactionariea• were planted among the EW partiaana

0 
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LUXEMBOURG 

The pre-wa.r J ewish population o! Luxembourg numbered s ome 5 ,000 persons. In 
1941 the German census indice.ted that there v.iere no JeY1s in the Duchy. The 
property of the deported and escaped Jews, valued at a billion French francs, 
has been "aryan i zed." Only 70 Jews were found in LUitembo'Ul:'g_at ~h~ time of 
liberation. It is estimated that some 8:50 had been deported, wh ile the re
mainder fled t o other countries. The Luxembourg Government-in-Exile was the 
only Allied government wh icb on June G, 194 ~. e xpressed its unequivocal con
sent to the retur n of all Ll:..Xembourg Jew i sh r e t;identn expel led by the Germans, 
regardle~s of na t iona l ity. The J ev,s were j,nvi t ed to ret'l- r n , along with all 
others who had f led duri ng t he occupa io , in a st atement issued September 
13, 1944, by t he Foreign Mlnister . 

Rest oration o:r Jewish property w:.t zimpl i f ied by a eov .tn:nent decree 

of August 22. 1941, r uling that pereonG who bought &uch property from the 

Nazis., in good f a ith or otherwise , ha-v e no r i ght to it, and confiscated 

property hac a.lre· d b een returned t o many of the rcmo.ining Jews. 

A JTA di spatch of October 19, 1944. , s tate s t hat "rec t itution of 

property confiscated f ro n Luxembourg Jews has ulread~ b een nccompliohed in 

many oases, althn1~h thi ~ nation has been f.1:ee for lit tle more than a month.14 

1' .. HI N E T ii E H L AN D S 

1. BefQ£.E!_Liberat ion, 

.A.t the last census (1930) before t he war, about 112,000 Jews lived in 
the Netherlands. During 1939-40, up to 30,000 refugees were added. It is 
estimated that. including over 40,000 "non-Aryans" not of Jewi..-h faith, there 
were about 180,000 Jews altogether b efore ?-lay 10, 1940. Those allowed to 
remain in Bolland were some 6,500 Jewish (by lazi definition) spouses of 
mixed marriages, most of whom were permitted to remove their Je,lish badges 
after being aterili:ed. Out of the 140,000 •racial Jewa, 11 about 110,000 
were deported to Poland, 2,000 were sent to Theresienstadt, 4,000 and 2,500 
respectively were in concentration camps in Bergen-Belsen and lesterbrock 
and the rest remained in hiding i n t he country itaelf. 

The German decree in October, 1941, barred Jews from almost all 
occupations, and restricted the practice of' Jewish doctors, dentiata, 
chemists, pharmacist& and la1t7ers to . Jewish clients only. Jews were ousted 
f'rom Ar18,11 firms. The total value of Aryanized or confiscated Jewish pro
perty was estimated (June 9, 1942) at 500 million guilder ($270,000,000). 
Of this aum, buaineso enterprises totalled 150 million guilder, real estate 
200 million and securities l50 million. 

2. During I.1:9.eration 

On the basia of data compiled by Dutch Jews in liberated parts of 

the countr1, it 11 eetimat~d that 2 to 6 per cent of Bolland' 1 {(!WrZ 'P!:Z 

1uryive at the time of gomglete liberation. 
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3. Attitude of the Populatiop 

Only small Jewish groups emerged from hiding in liberated Dutch towns. 

In Breda some 40 Jews survived. In Maastriclt onl1 half a dozen families 

(out of 500 Jewish pre-war inhabitants) remained. They owe their ealvation 

to their non-Jewish fellow citizens. But the attitude of the local liberated 

Dutch population towards Jews varies. In Breda, the Municipal Council voted 

a substantial sunfor the repair of the local synagogue and for aid to Jewiah 

survivors. In Eindhoven and Maastricht. a survey made b~' reliable inv_estiga

tora showed that at pre3ent Jews are regarded with considerable disfavor even 

by persons who offered them hospitality during the German occupation. Con

tinuous Hazi propaganda and certain friction between the saviours and the 

saved are responaible for this change in attitude. 

4. Be$torat1on of Propertz 

The restoration of Jewish property in Holland meets with considerable 
dif'ficul ties. The newapaper De Zuid Limburger 1n lerkerad.e was required to 
insert an article on December 30, 1944. which pointed out that while Jewish 
property sold under duress should be returned to its owners without compenea
tion, the notaries who auctioned such sales are not necessarily collaborator•, 
since they had to act under German orders. lach case should be judged on it• o,m 
merita, the article stated. 

5. llevival of Jewish Life 

The Dutch Government has decided to give f!!'lery assistance to the Jews 
of Holland, declared Albertus Burger, Dutch Minister of the Interior, on the 
eve of his return to the Netherlands in September, 1944. He stressed that 
Dutch J(fffa are covered by repatriation plans for Netherlanders driven by the 

Nazis all over Europe. 

Jewish life ia beginning to revive. J. Provisional Cormdttee for the 

.Behabilitation of Jewa 1n Holland published an •.Appeal to all Iaraelitea in 

Liberated Bolland• announcini (November 16, 1944): •we shall try to reetore 

Jewiah life, to aet up a Jund to alleviate the great distreae am to obtain 

contact as aoon aa possible With the organi1ationa which are temporaril7 

eatabliehed abroa4.... Iaraelitea in Bolland, help to build up once more 

our ancient Jewiah communi tiea aa well as their ins ti tut ion•.• 

A Central Begiatration Jewiah Bureau, working under the auapicea ot 
the Jetherl8114a B.ed. Cro11, bas been eetabliahed 1n the city of Maaatricht, 
capital of partiall7 liberated Lini)urg province. 
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POLAND 

lo Jefore Liberation 

On the eve of World War II there were 3 11 300 11 000 Jews in Poland. German 
conquest of Poland deprived the Jewe of all politi~l and civil right•. Their 
property, bot):I private and comnunal, ~as confiscated" Dr . Sommeretein, Chail"
man of the lar Indemnification Commission of the Provisional Polish Government, 
eatimatea material damag~ autfered by Jewa in Poland at 4 billion dollara. 
Kasa deportation, ruthleaa extermination, starvation and epidemic• practicall7 
liquidated Polish Jewry. 

2. .Alter :Liberation 

lhen the Be4 Army cleared Poliah territory, only aome 508000 Jews were 

found alive in the liberated areu: some of them are foreign "deported• Jewa 

(1rench, Jelgian, Dutch, etc.)o In addition, about 600 0000 Poliah Jewiah 

refugee• are now in the Soviet Union, 250,000 of them from western Polish 

areaa. !'he largest remaining Jewish communities are in Lublin •(about 15,000), 

:Locls (6,000 to 8,000) a;nd Cseatochova (7 0 000). 

3. .lttitµde of Polilh Government 

The Polish Government-in-Ssile has r epeatedl y assured (December 18, 1939; 
April 26 ad June 11, 1941; Karch 15 and Augus t 16 0 1942; June 14, 1944; JanUArJ 
5, 1945) that Jewa in liberated Poland will enjoy full equality a.DA reatoration 
of propert70 

Sarly in 1944, a Soviet aponsored Po~1•h Comni ttee for Bational Libera
tion was formed in Uo•cowo 11th the progre8'ive liberation of Polish territory 
by the Bed Army and Soviet organised Poli•h legion•, tbe :,cm. moved to Pol&Dd. 
It included two Jewiah membera 3 Dr o Somneretein (Zioniat) and Dr. DrobAer 
(8oc1&111t). Its hea4quar\er1 were eatabliehed 1n Lublia, and it waa entruated 
•1th the administration of the liberated Poli ah areaa o In July, 1944, the 
Comnittee iawed .a mu.ifeato ple41tac democratic freedom ad equalit7 to all 
citisen•. regardless ot race 0 creel or national origin0 am guaranteeing tbe 
reatoration of Jewiah proper\7. 0A January 2 0 1945, the LubliD Comnittee 
proclaimed i tMlf a ProTiaio•l Qoyernment am haa been recognised aa auch by 
the Soviet Uniono 

Aa a reault 0 the atruggle between the London and the Lublin group• haa 

b•n intenlif1e4. lach 114• iaauea atatement• asauring the J- of full right• 

ia poatwar Poled o Premier TomNs Arciasnaki of the Poliah Government 1A 

J.ondon declared tbat 1 J•• must be g1Ten eTer, chance of emplOJDlh\ 1D govern

met aid municipal aenice, in factorl••• ·m1nee aDd Oil la41 •d that 1 11l the 

futwe Polaad there mat be no barrier, no aegregatio»., no ghetto~• At t1-

uma ,1me, Gceral Bola Zim1er1k1 of tbe Lublin Prov1•1onal GovermDlllt announce4 
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that ee there will be no anti- Semitism in the new Poland ; the manifesto of the 

lational Liberation Committee bas guarimteed equal rights to all citizens of 

tbe Po lieh llepub licl) and the government will protect those rights.• !he 

Lublin regime has also appropriated a considerable sum of money for the care 

of Jewiah orphBDso 

But along with these competing assurance• there is also a caq,aip of 
accuaations 81:ld denunciations. The first Yiddish radio broad.ca.et from Lublin 
accused the Poliah undergrou».d groups loyal to the London Qoyernment of mur
dering Jewa and of handing Jews over to the Gestapo o The broadcaet alao 
aeaerted that wbeu 11Jew1ah families 1n liberated Poland returned from hide
out• to their former homes, the7 were met b7 anti-Semitic demonstration• 
organised by 0remaDta of the SoaDkowley gamg; 9• - however0 the anti-Semite• 
were • quelled before the7 could do damage o1 !o thia accuaation, tbe Jewieh 
members of the Polish Jlational Council in London replied that it was their 
on §>Vernment which revealed the anti-Semitic activitie• of extreme reac
tionar7 group• which bad alao been d1recte4 againat loyal Polee, 8ll4 told 
of Jewish part1•an group• organised and led by Polieh officers o 

!he Pro'fiaional Polieh Government ••em• to realize that reatorat ion 
of legal equality am even the fullest implementation of thia principle are 
not autficient and that the apecif1c aituatiozi of the remncts of Polish 
Jf/ff7 call• tor epecial attentiozi. Pledging in January 0 1945, that "'he 
Jft■ of Polud will enJ07 all rights not only legally but in actual fac\ 0• 

Premier Oaub~llorawaki alao atreaaed that hie Governmat is aware that the 
Jna, like the zin peaaant farmer•, must have special Oovermneat care. 1 !he 
Qo'fernma, ,• 1- added, •muat provicle the Jewa with work ud, furthermore, 
con.aiders i~ neceasar7 to provide them with 0pPor,uni tie• for e11gagi!ll; 1D 
productive work.• • 

4. llepatriation ud lmigration 

!he tiny grwp of some 50,000 Jewiah eurvivore pizi their hope• for 

the :tu,ure on the return to Pol&Dd of a large portion of the approximately 

2500 000 Polish Jewiah refugee• (from the western ereaa) in the Soviet Union . 

1, ie believed that the Soviet Oo'fernme:Gt W111 permit these people to retUR . 

It 1• questionable !) however, if the refugees themselve■ , many of whom have 

aw.ned a new life in the .Aaiatic provincea be70l'ld the Oaapia ••• will be 

williDg to return to their rui:Ged homeao !he coming monthe will reveal both 

the political po saibi 11 tiea for auch a retura and the fNlinga of the former 

refugee• themaelv•to 

OD the other hNld o it is rellabl7 reported that the ProviaioDal 

Go'fermD1at iDcline• to permit ad eYen to encourage emigration. of ,o11ah Jewt 
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~d that this attitude bas met with the approval of the Soviet Uniono 

5o Restoration of Propert·y 

The Premier of the Polish Government-in-Exile, Thomaaz .A.reiszewski, 

declared in February, 1945: "Transactions by which Jewish property was acqui 

under the German occupation are to be declared null and void and all such p 

perty will be returned to Jewish owners or their relativeso" The Polish Co 

mittee of National Liberation was reported to have enacted a decree ordering 

the restitution of Jewish property to the legitimate ownerso However, if th 

owner does not turn up and the heirs do not claim the property within a year• 

ownership reverts to the town where the property is situa.ted o Since the ove 

whelming majority of Jews in Poland have perished and since the surviving hein 

dispersed throughout Europe, will probably not be able to register their cl 

within a year , this decree 1s tantaroount to wholesale oonfiscation of Jewish 

propertyo 

60 Relief and Rehab ilitation 

In November, 194411 the first meeting of representatives of Jew18h com. 

munities in the then liberated parts of Poland took place in Lublin, and the 

delegates decided to establish a "Central Committee of Polish Jews, 11 headed 

by Dr. Emil Sonrnerstein. The new Comni ttee stated that Jews enjoy full 

equality in a free, democratic Poland and that it will devote itself to car 

for orphaned Jewish children, and reviving Jewish art and culture o 

Later, in January, 1945, •purred ·by the liberation of Wareaw 0 th• Com. 
mi ttee launched an extensive program with the following aimtJ g (1) to figr.t 
againet all manifestations of fascism ae th.• worst enemy of Po1=ond., of the 
Jewiah people and of all m&Akind; (2) to organize active participatioD of Je 
in thie fight, until the German force• of occupation are completely expelled 
frc,m Poland, and also in the struggle for the creatio11 of an indepcdent 0 
truly democratic Poland; (3) to further the productivity of the surviving Je 
and 'their active participation in the economic rehabilitation of Poland, an4 
to develop creative forcea h Poli•h J•ry baaed on Judicial and actual •qua I ; 
of right1; (4) to rehabilitate Jewiah ~tional and cultural life amd build up a 
network of Jewish schools and cultural inatitutioll■ and to promote the rehab 
litation ,of the J•wiah pres, &Ad Jewiah art in all its form■: (5) to restore 
tM Jewirah Community Co,mcila (lehillaa) as centers of economic and cultural 
and religious activi\7; (6) to devote ap•cial attention to the education of 
their childre11, th• treasure of their future; (7) \Q organize eocial ma1D
te11ance for the need.7, am\ eatabli1h c lo•• contact with J•i•h relief organ!,. 
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zations abroad; (8) to collect and publish data on the sufferings inflicted 
by the Germans on Polish Jewry as well as on Jen from other countries who 
perished in Poland; (9) to collect and publish data on the armed resistance 
of Pol ish Jewry against the Germans; (10) to obtain exact figures on the 
losses suffered by Jewish communities, Jewish organizations and in sti tut iona; 
(11) to extend local aid to Jews seeking to recover property looted from 
them; and (12) to naintain close contact with the Organizing Comnittee of 
Polish Jews within the Union of Polish Patriots in the U.S0S

0
R

0 

The Jewish Central Committee ia composed of 7 Zionists, 5 Cormro.nists and 

2 memb ers of the Jewish Labor Party "!und .. • It is recognized by the Pro

visional Polish Government, Which placed at its disposal 16 million zlotys 

fo r re lief and rehabilita.tiono The Committee's Chairman, Dro Sommerstein, 

has notified. Jewish relief agencies in the United States and Canada that 

preparations have been completed for distributing supplies to refugees and 

other needy personao 

Various Polish-Jewish and American organizations are launching 
relief campaigns for needed articles to be sent imnecliately to Polacdo 'l'he 
World Jewish Congress and the American Jewish Congreae have sent a clothing 
shipment of 10,000 pounds to Poland through Russian War Relief o 'l'he Ameri
can Federation for Polish Jews shipped 160,000 pounds of food and 25 11 000 
pounds of clothing in JanUJJry, 1945, and 330,000 pounds of relief supplies 
in April; and the Joint Distr1but_ion Committee haa sent relief suppliee and 
American and Canadian manufactured tailors I and cobblers• tools, also ua1ng 
Russian War Belief boat a. 'l'he United Galician Jewa of .America have operated 
through the JDC. Beginning with January, 1945, the JDC has sent weekly ship
ment& of 80,000 to 1209 000 pounds from '1'eheran; it has also forwarded medical 
supplies from Swedeno In Jebruary, 1945, the first transport of suppliea for 
Jens in liberated Poland arrived in Lublin from Palestine. Distribution ot 
all rel ief auppliee ia 1uperv1sed by J>r. Sommersteino 

. . 
lleanwhile

0 
the surviving Jews are beginning to rebuild aome sort of 

communal life. The first appropriation• made from the Proviaional Polish 

Government•• grant of 16 million 1lotya were used to establiah a Jewiah 

orpnanage and to reopen the uibli~ synagogue o The f~u• LubliJl Yeshiva 

has been reopenec!.and •peret 1 House,• the headquarters of Jewish cultural 

groups before the war, has been returned to the Jewish community. The first 

Kosher slaughterhouae has· a110 been opened i~ Lublin. 
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Y U G O S L A V I .1 

lo Before Libera~ion 

When Yugoslavia was dismembered by the Axis partners. 20 11 000 of the 
pre-war 80,000 Yugoslav Jews remained in the pupPet .state of Serbia, 3011 000 
in Croatia. 15,000 in Voivodina, annexed by Hungary, and the rest in Bul
garian-amexed Macedonia. Most of them were deported or killed on the spot. 
Their property, am:nmting to 70 million dollars, was confiscated or 1 aryanized . .. 
In Italian occupied Yugoslavia (Lubliana) the Jews were comparatively safe o 

2 o During Liberation 

At the end of 1944, 1 1 600 Jen were found in liberated parts of 

Yugoslaviao Of these, 600 joined Marahal Tito's forces . In Belgrade only 

20 Jews remained out of a pre-war community of 12,000 . About 1 11 000 are be

lieved to have escaped. Of the 5,000 Yugoslav Jews who fled Italy during the 

occupation, only 2,000 have thus far reached liberated territory; the others 

are either in hiding or have been captured by lasciat and German authorities o 

Some 1,200 were registered by the International Bed Cross in three Croatian 

concentration camps and a bout 800 Croatlaa Jewa are said to be at large 

3o llestoration of Rip.;hts and Property 

The Yugoalav Governmeut-in-Sxile declared that it would not recognize 
the anti~e•i•h la•• enacted during the war. It also issued a decree (June 
18, 1942) invalidating all transfer of property belonging to public corpora
tions. Transfer and disposal of private property are, on the other hand, 
considered unlawful only if the affected pereone de-.nd such invalidation and 
can prove that these tranaactiona were made without their assent . The burden 
of' proof' is thu.e placed on the owner . 'rhia complicates considerably the po•i
tiou of' robbed Yugoslav Jew■ . Many documents, also, have been wiltu.117 
de■tro7e4 b7 interested acquirers of Jewiah property. The decree doe• not 
etate whether the nullification of' the trqaf'er refer• to restitutioia only 
or whether it also provide• tor compensation f'or income and other loaae• in 
the restored property. Nor does the decree provide indmmificatioR for damage 
and losaea au.ff'ered by deported Jn• who were obliged to leave everything behilado 

Marahal 'rito ia reported to have 1aaued the following warning to the 
tugoalav populatio1u •&eturia Jewi■h property looted uncler the Gerna•, or your• 
will be conf'iacated ,,• 

The eituation of the aurviving Yugoslav Jewa ii deeperate. The Sotla 
Jewiah commmity, itself living under critical ecoaomic conditions, baa •tarted 
a campaip tor the relief of tugoalav Jewry. A medical m11aion under the 
auapicea of OS am the Joint Distribution Committee baa been granted permiaaion, 
through the Yugoelav I.eel Oro••• to work in Yuoalav territory. 
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Former Axis Countries 

BULGARIA 

l. Under Axis Rule 

According to official Bulgarian data, there were 60,000 Jews i.n 
"Greater »ulgaria, • of whom 48,000 lived in the "Old Kingdom" and 12,0100 in 
the 1941 annexed Greek and Yugoslav territories ~ 

The "Law for the Protection of the Nation, 11 published on Jan:oa~ry 231) 
1941, completely robbed Jews of their civil rights, imposed economic r·estrio
t ions and introduced Nazi racial measures in a modified form o In July, 1941, 
the confiscation of Jewish property begs.no .l 20% to 25% tax on Jewish--owned 
prQperfirwas imposed on July 13th. Only 761 Jewish enterprises out of :a total 
of 4,272 were permitted to continue, and only a few Jewish physicians, lawyers, 
engineers, mechanics, etco, were allowed to continue to practice. All Jews 
between the ages of 31 and 47 were mobilized for forced labor o All Je,wish
owned buildings were ordered sold to non-Jews by the end of 1942. In :September , 
1942, all Jewish-owned assets in Bulgaria were frozen arrl their owners were 
permitted to withdraw a maximum of 4,000 leva ($72) a roonth. All con:ccercial 
and industrial corporations where Jews owned shares were liquidated, ptroceeds 
from these enterprises to be turned over to special accounts in the Bullgarian 
National Bank. Jewish religious and cultural life was outlnwedo 

Governmental projects for deportation of Bulgarian Jewry to Polland did 

not materialize, mainly because of firm opposition in Parliament am an~ong t he 

popuiationo Some 12,000 Jf!llfls from the annexed Greek provinces, howeverr, wer e 

deported to German-held Polish areas and extenninated . All the 2.5, 000 , Jews of 

Sofia were deported to 13 Bulgarian provincial towns where they were peermitt ed 

to engage only in handicraft•. Their en tire property was liquidated byy the 

government. 

Bulgarian Jf!Jfis have escaped deportation and have been spared p~eysical 

exterminationo They have, however, been completely deprived of their c:civil 

a tat us and ruined economically. 

2. Bulgaria Q,uit1 the A.xis 

On AU8'1st 26, 1944, the Bulgarian Government announced that Julilgaria 

ha4 withdrawn from the war and. was now neutralo Article 5 of the Armiststice 

(concluded October 29, 1944) provided that "the Government of Bulgaria ., will 

iillnecliately release, regardleaa of citizenship or nationality, all per1010n• 

held in confinemento •• for racial or religious reason, and will repeal alall 
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discriminatory legislation and diaabilities arising therefromo" Article 6 con-, 

tained provision for the trial of persons accused of war crimes, and article 7 

obliged the Bulgarian Government to "dissolve immediately all pro-Hitler or 

other Jascist political, military, para-military and other organizations o" 

~o Restoration of Right• 

While negotiations for an annistice with the Allies were in progress, 

the Bulgarian radio announced on August 28th that the new government bad 

removed all restrictions against the Jews. 1'he Comni eeariat for Jewish Affairs 

was dissolved and its services trazisferred to respective Ministries. On the 

settlement of property questions, the official radio announcement stated 3 

•Con:plicated legal relations in connection with property interests of indi

viduals of Jewish descent. o .will be settled by instruct ions and legislative 

decreea.• 1'he obligatory wearing of the Yellow Star of David was abolished, 

but, according to Professor lhrenpreia. former Chief Rabbi of :Bulgaria, some 

Bulgarian Jewa refused to take off this symbol and continued to wear it proudlyo 

Jews of Bulgarian nationality who , emigrated after January 1, 1940, and lost 

their citizenehip in accordance with Article 15 of the Nationality Act, ob

taine4 the right to regain Bulgarian nationality if they returned to the 

country within six months and applied for renaturalization within the same 

periodo 

Under the new law, Jewa who resided in Sofia W:ltil Jenuar1 23, 1941, 
were permitted to return to the capitalo By November, 1944, some 15,000 re
aumacl such residence. How-ever, they found their homn occupied and their . 
poaseasions liquidated or dectroyedo While they were at first promised 
immediate restoration of their dwellings, a "decree on settling the housing 
question' 1aauecl later, permitted them to occupy their dwellings after a 
lapse of~ thirty ~. provided they bad been ezpelled on account of the racial 
lan. J'urthernx:>r.e, Bulgarian tenants occupying Jewiah buoiness premieea on 
0011tract with the state, were not obliged to evacuate those premi1e10 

4. llee\oration of Propertz_ 

On September 190 1944, the Minister of Propaganda, JCazasov, declare4 

that the government would return to every Bulgarian Jn the euma reeulting 

from the surtax of Jewi1h property (up to 70-7fl/, of its value) by the overthron 
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lascist regime o Simultaneously, however, Xazasov stated that "because of the 
stateDt financial difficulties these aroounta will be transferred into a state 
loan with definite securityo" Bulgarian government circles claimed that re
stitution of confiscated Jewish property, return of blocked Jewish money and 
other securities by the :Bulgarian National :Sank, would necessitate increased 
bank note circulation, which would cause further inflation and consequent 

depreciation of the levao 

On March 2, 1945, the :Bulgarian Government published a law provi1ding 

for the satisfaction of Jewish claima against the state arising from the anti-... 
Jewish laws of 1941 to J.9440 According to this la.w, all land confiscate« from 
Jews will be returned to the former owners, with the exception of the "lautd 
upon which (:Sulg&ri8ll) peasants haVe settledo11 1or land •which cannot be . 

returned" the law provides compensation in money. However, its value willl 
be assessed at 1942 land prices, which in terira of the present leva, will 
yield only a fraction of its true wortho The law undertakes also the rettunl 
to Jewish owners of money and rents collected by the government from the 

tenants of oonfiscated Jewiah houses, buildings, businessea, and the sale- of 
confiscated good•, shares and stock, and all other real 81Ld personal propeerty·o 
For all these the Jews are to repay the nominal sum paid to them by the pt're
vious governments. There is also provision for ~ent by the state for 

destroyed Jewish property. 

The clause• of the law which determine the method and the rate of ~ state compensation are completely u».eatiefactory. Hot to •peak of limitattiosia on restoration in natura of confiscated Jewieh lam, the goverrmmt limitee4 the am>unt to be repaid to Jews to 30 million leva (about $375,000) whereaa th.he 20~ tax on Jewish-owned properties alone ( introduced on July 13, 1941) aup-p'Po1edl7 Retted the Bulgarian treasury one and a half billion leva (about 15 mil.llion dollar• at pre-war rates). The estimated value of Jewiah-ownecl aaaeta fro-oze• in September, 1942, waa two and a half billion leva, or 25 million dollar• 1 (liquid aesets amounting to 830 milli0ll leva and f 1xe4 aaeete runnblg into , one &Dd one-third billion leva) o 

Secom, the law provides that only Jewa who are presently residing g in Bulgaria Wi 11 be paid within three months, while those who have left the country &illce 1941 will have to -.it a year. ~ fill&lly, the maximum 8UID ,..., which will be paicl 11:l caeh to each izld1 vidual Jewiah claimant is limited tcto 50,000 leva (about $625): if the amoUJlt clue sceede this limit, the balanetce will be paid in €J>Vernment bond• redeemable within aix year• o 
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5o Punishment of War Criminal• 

On February 150 1945, the Government named a special panel of the 

People's court to try persons involved in anti-Jewish activity during the 

period of 1941 to 1944c The trials will involve some 80 to 90 persons, 

notably functionaries of the "Jewish Commissariat," those connected with 

Jewish concentration camps, those who profited from the liquidation of Jewish 

enterprises and leading anti-Semi tic writers a Particular at tent ion is to be 

paid to those held responsible for the deportation to Poland (and subsequent 

extermination) of Jews from Bulgarian-held areas of Greek !.{acedonie. and 

Western Thrace and the Pirot diatrict.. Theae trials are obviously part of 

the government' e attempt to throw the blame for all l3ulgarian misdeeds on a 

handful of II J'aacist agell.ta, • and thus to wipe Bulgaria's slate clean o 

6a Anti-Semitism 

Ant i-Semitisrn bas not disappeared !rom the Bulgarian scene. As soon 

as the new Bulgarian Government announced its intention to abolish anti-Jewish 

restrictions, a protest demonstration of students, civil servants, ex-service

men all.d members of the Br8llik youth organization was staged on the main streets 

of Sofiao The denx:>nstratore carried ba:iners inscribed: •we shall not return to 

the Jews the loot confiscated from thftn!1 German aid German-controlled Julgag'ian 

radio broadcasts conduct a vellomous propat;anda against Jews au "agent• of Bol

shevism ud A~lo-.American plutocrat iaperialiama• They speculate on the 

necessity of returning looted Jewish propert7 and remind the beneficiariee that 
. . 

• the damage to Jewi•h proper\y is to be compensated by privations forced Oil 

Bulgarian peasata am4 workerso• By the end of 1944 the eituatioll became •o 

aerioua that :Bulgariu journalists meeting in Sofia voted to launch a campaigR 

of enlightenment to counteract the effects of ~ti-Semitic propaga.D.dao 
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7. Revival of Jewish Communal Life 
and Government Attitude 

With the reztoration of Jev,ish rights, Je,tish communal activity was resumed: the Jewish Consistory was revived; the Zionist organization reopeRed o fficea, and a conference of Hebrew teachers decided to reopen all Hebrew schools. Following a Zionist conference held in Sofia, October 8-10.1944. an appeal was issued by the United Zionist Organization to Jews in the democratic world to assist in reconstructing the lives of :Bulgaria' e Jews. A conference of the New Zionist Organization was held in Sotia. Cooperation with the present regime was pledged at a mass meeting of Jews in Sofia, with the president of the Jewish ConBistory presidingo A special weekly broadcast in Hebrew has been conducted since Septeni>er 25th.. The Zionists, the Jewish labor Party, Poale-Zion and the New Zionist Organization have resumed their 
publicationso 

Originally, the Bulgarian Government showed much sympathy and Ullder
sta.ming for the Zionist movement. On September 19th the Minister of Propaganda, 

Kazasov, stated: • (a) The :Bulgarian Government takes a positive attitude re
garding the foundation of a Jewish State in Palestine am feels that every 

nation deserves the r i€}:lt to have its own State. (b) The Government haS nc 

objection to and will make no difficulties for Jews who wish to emigrate to 

Palestine. It will treat them as l1ulgarian citizens with full rights, ad they 

are only required to comply with the laws and regulations obligatory for all 

citizens of the countryo• 

However, very soor.. the situation changed abruptly. On November 24th, the Ministry of the Interior notified Jf!Ra applying for permission to leave Bulgaria that. on leavi11g :Bulgaria, they Dl\lSt sign a declaration abandoning all movable and inmovable property and relinquishing all claims against the governmen\. any bank or individual. The Palestine :Bureau in Sofia was informed that youth8 mid children would not be allowed to leave the country without their pareRta. This change in th• governmell\ •s attitu:le ia reflected in atrollg aJltiZionist pressure on the Jewilh community by a small group of the Jewish J'atber-1..m. J'ront Committee. A, a meeting of repreeentat ives of the Jewiah comnunitiea ud the Jewish J'atherlud J'ront Committee (January 7-8, 1945) aeveral speakers stated that • there was no bond whatsoever between the lhllgaria Jew and the .American, .iumaniaa or HURgarian Jewao• Any common effort of world J•r7 with regard to Palestine waa atrongly repu41ate4 in resoJu tion• adopted at the meeti:Dg. 

The Indepadent Jewiah Preas Service (January 19. 1945) report• from 
Sofia that "these resolution• were passed through the pressure of a •mall 

minority which ha.I obtained control over Jewish life by a di1regard of demo

cratic procedure" and that the meetiRg "waa atormy. with eneral delegates 

riling to their feet to voice their oppoaitioa ... but were prevcted trom 
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speaking.,11 According to several reports from Sofia, the small group which is 

responsible for this attitude "disregards economio-,political conditions which 

rule out the reconstruction of Jewish economic life in Bulgariao In the 

opinion of most Jewish overseas relief or!;anizations that have surveyed the 

eituatioR, the only possible solution is the immediate transfer of the bulk 

of Bulgarian Jewry to Palestine o• On Jebru.ary 2, 1945, the Sofia Radio 

acknowledged the etrong tre:ud toward emigration to Palestine among Bulgariau 

Jewso 

The situation of 45,000 Bulgarian Jewe after restoration of their 

rights is characterized by the New York Time• correspondent in Sofia aa followeg 

•crattamen were to get back their tools to enable them to work, the nanufacturers 

and traders would have their factories and businesses restored -- all this was 

promised by the present so-called liberal government, but to this day not a 

single promise has been heldo The Government declares that all Je,,s now are 

free and enjoy equal rights with all the reat of the 13ulgarianso This is a 

farce because the only thing the Jf!Rs in Bulgaria are able to do with equal 

rights and freedom is to starve and freeze o" 

According to Dr. Jo■eph Sc:t.artz, Chairman of the European Executive 
Cotmcil of the JDC, 18 0 000 J•w• in Bulgaria are in need of relief\ l:A additionD 
epidemics of malaria, diphtheria and typhua have broken out in some section• 
heavily populated by Jewa o The JDC bas been aupplyi:ug aid at the rate of 
$500 000 m:>nthly to the Jewieh conmunity organizations in Sofia and some other 
towns. 

Al.though eager and ready to sup!X)rt the present ratherland 1ront 
regime, Bulgariu Jewa i11creaaingly resent its unwillint,i1ess, or inability0 

to cope with their rehabilitation needso AD added cause for discontent was 
the prompt drafting of Bulgarian Jews into the arnu after September 9, 19440 
Ma~ felt that since most Jewieh men had served over two years in the 1 peAalN 
labor gaiiga (aa early as &Ulllller 1942 0 eom• 8 0 500 Jewa between the agee of 
21 Gd 47 were mobilized for forced labor), their induc\ion into the arnw was 
UAjuat ified. 'rhe govermne11t, how.ver, refused to c ompromiae on this iaaue. 
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FINLAND 

Prior to the war, there were about 1 9 800 Jews in linland; 10500 were 
Finnish nationals and the rest refugeeso Throughout the war years, the Jen 
remained unmolested. Jinland waa the only German satellite which reaisted 
German pressure to deprive her Jewish citizens of their constitutional rights. 
There were no deportations or discriminations. Leading Finnish personalities 
even dared openly to criticize Nazi policy with regard to Jews. 1innish 
Minister of Social Affairs Fagerholm wrote on October 6, 1943, in the .Arbetar
bladet on the persecution of Jen in Denmark: "Nothing must prevent us from 
declaring plainly that the Occupying Power does not gain any sympathy in 1inland 
by so.ch methods as have now been employed, but just the reverseo" Similar viewa 
have been voiced by Eino Xaila, Professor of Theoretical Philosophy at Helsinki 
University, who, according to his own statement, counts himself among the pro
German elements. 

The situation of the several hundred Jewish refugees from Poland was 

for some time precarious. However, the plan to deport them to Poland was frua

trated by the action of influential Jinnish circles,including Minister Tanner. 

Many of them were originally sent to a concentration camp on an island in the 

Gulf of Finland; they were later permitted to live without restrictions any

where in the country where foreigners were allowed to reside o When 110 Jewish 

refugees desired to go to Sweden, the Finnish au.thorities provided them with the 

necessary pasaporteo 

Article 20 of the Soviet-1inn1sh Armistice stipulates: 11 Jinland under

takes to set free immediately, irrespective of citizenship and nationality, all 

persons who are under detention in connection with their activities in favor of 

the United Hations or for their sympathy with the case of the United Nat ionl or 

because of their racial origin, as well as to annul discriminating legislation 

of any kind and the limitation resulting tberefromo" 

After Finland• a change of orient at ion, the eituatioD of the small Jewish 
comnuni ty seems to be normal. There never ••• a atrong anti-Semitic movement in 
Jinl&Dd, although the Socialist newepaper Mbetarbla\n warned in October, 1943, 
that II auspicious symptoms of an ti-Semi tiem can be obeerved 1D Jinlaml., eepecially 
am:>ng the higher clasaea,• and a violently anti-Semitic newspaper tape.a Suomi 
devo,ed lU)st of its articles to 0utbur1te accuaing the Jewa of being reepon•ibl• 
for almost everything that bad befallen the countey. 
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HUNGARY 

lo Under Axis Bule 

The Hungarian Jewish population in 1939 totalled 750POOO (including 
Jews in annexed territories) o As early as May 4, 1939 0 a sweeping anti
Jewish law provided for the reduction or expulsion of Jews from the sale of 
DX>nopoly products, certain commercial occupations p colleges and universities, 
law, medicine, engineering, theatre, journalism, dentistry and handicrafto 
This was to be effected on a staggered timetable ranging from several monthS 
to five yearso The law affected 34oi5~ of the then Jewish population in 
Hungaryo While no Jews were accepted for military service , they had to pay 
special taxea, and were called up for forced laboro 

During the BUJl'lner of 1942, a special law provided for expropriation 
of Jewish-owned estates; compensation was supposed to be made in the form of 
30-year bonds bearing 3o5~ interestc Later, Jews were forbidden to rent lando 
According to a report submitted at a Hungariim Chamber of Commerce meeting 0 

$125. 000 0 000 worth of Jewiah property bad been transferred to "aryanM hands 
from March. 1938, to March, 1943t. 

Hungarian anti...Jewiah legislation grew roore and more restrictive o A 

special publication entitled Zsidok es Nemzsidok: Jogallaaa es Jogriazona_! 

(Jews and non-Jews~ Their Legal Status and Legal Relation) in 1944 listed 57 

anti-Jewish decree• passed by the Hmagatiu Go ernment " But until the epring 

of 1944, Hungary s anti-Jewieh lawe and ad.min strative practices, although 

eevere, wer not nenrly so brutal aa their German counterpartl o The Si 

tioR changed radically upon Jmngary 0a complete occupation by the Nazi• in 

Marcho The Nazi-established Gombos Government inaugurated a ne and violeut 

wave of anti-Jewiah persecutions which began n April 9 1944, with the blocking 

of Jewish proper\y 0 the interdiction for Jews of the use of public transpor

tation facilities, telephonea and wireless eets 0 the oonfiscation of apartment• ~ 

all kinda of restricti0DI iu working conditions, forced labor decree■ and the 

obligation to wear the 8\ar of D&vido The persecutions assumed more cruel 

forma in May, when deport at ion• to Gennaz:iy were started and i12tenuneRt camps 

with the moat primitive hygieRic conditione were erectedo At the beginning 

of JUAe, almoet the eRtire Buzigarian Jewiah popu.latio:a waa livi~ in conceii

tratioa camp• o Uiitil the middle of Juneg about 33511 000 Jew• had bee deported 

from Huagary, ngat of them to death camp• i12 Auschwitz and Upper Sileaiao A, 
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the beginning of July, thousands of Jews were transported to camps in the 

suburbs of Budapest, where frightful conditions also prevailedc 

Under the government, in October. 1944, of the extremist pro-Nazi 
Ferenc Szalasi, leader of the Fascist Arrow Cross party, the situation became even worse. In his first broadcast to the nation, October 7th, the new Minister of Home Affairs announced that the solution of the "Jewish question11 ,rould be 
a "merciless one .. odeserved by the Jews o" 

In November, 1944, the Hungarian Official Gazette published a decree 
confiscating all Jewish property with the exception of religious articles, pri
vate correspondence, school-books, medicines for personal use, wedding and engagement rings, food and fuel for two weeks, 300 pengoes in cash per family, 
necessary household articles, and tools for permitted work. Everything else was appropriated for the state. Transact ions undertaken to save Jewish pro
perty were declared invalido 

2. ~he Hungarian Provisional Government 

On December 22, 1944, a Hungarian Provisional Gova-nment was estab

lished in Debrecen, under Colonel-General Belu Miclos, to administer Hungarian 

areas liberated by the Red Army. According to Gabar Lengye 1, Zionist leader 

in Hungary, who spoke at the newly organised 1ree Hungarian Parliament in 

Debrecen, there are 100,000 Jews left in the liberated territory and with 

others who may still be saved, Hungarian Jewry after the full liberation of 

the countr:r may total about 280 1 000. There were 120.000 Jews in Budapest at 

the time of its lib~ration o 

3o The Armistice 

The Armistice Treaty concluded between the Allies and the Hungarian Provisional Government stipulated (Article V) that the Government of limgary muct "repeal all discriminatory legislation and disabilities arising there
from.• 

1urther obligations contained in the Armistice are: (1) The government 
•will at its own e xpenae provide all ... internees, displaced persona and refugees, including nat ionala of Czechoslovakia and Y~alavia, with adequate food, 
clothing, medical aervicea, and sanitary and ~gienic requirement•, and also with means of transportation f'or the return of any such persons to their own 
country. 11 (Article IV) (2) The government "will take all the neces&ar7 measures · to insure that all diaplaced persona and refugees within the limit• of Hungarian territory, including Jew1 and stateless persona, are accorded at least the aame measure of protection and security as its own national■." (.Article V) (3) The measures provided for in Article I of the Agreement regarding "the internment 
of national• of Germany now in lhngarian territory do not apply to national■ of that country of Jewiah origin.11 (A, Annex to Article I) 
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It may be noted that points l and 2, concerning r lief, repatriation 
and legal protection, are new and important additions, inserted for the first 
time in the Hungarian Treaty, While the other stipula tions are also found in 
the Armistice Treaties concluded with the other Axis satell ites (Finland

0 RUZ?jlnia, Bulgaria) o 

It is not clear whether the obligation to r epeal all discriminatory 
legislation also covers the period prior to the war and Na%i occupation . 

4o Restoration of Rights 

In line with the Armistice conditions, the Debrecen Government is 

rep0rted to have undertaken a broad program of restitution of Jewish rights o 

A basic decree invalidates all of the so-called Je,dsh laws O Jews who have 

lost, or have not held, lhngarian citizenilb.ip are granted six months in which 

to declare their intention of becoming citizens . The Debrecen Government 

further declared its obligation to make reatitution for all the Jewish suffe 

ings and financial losses imposed by the Germans and their Hungarian accomplices o 

5 o Restor tion of Property 

Article XIII of the Armistice states : "The Government of Hungary under

takes to restore all legal rights and interests of the United Nations and their 

nationals on Hungarian territory as they existed before thew ar and also to 

return their property in oomplete @POd order.• As for the economic rehabili

tation of the Jewish victims of racial policies it must be pointed out that no 

such provision has been included in the Armisticeo 

According to the decree of the Pro vi aional Government, Jewish property 
ia to be restored without del~, except in involved cases ~ Persons in possession 
of Jewish property, whether acquired legally or otherwise, have been ordered to 
register; failure to do ao is punishableo It wae reported that several person• 
were actually tried in Debrecen for not abiding by this order o However, the 
decree notes that in certain cases the economic condi tioa of the country will 
only permit gradual compenaation. Each d 1Bpo sseoyed person is to receive a 
dole from the government until some form of restitution or compensation can be 
provided. All inhabitants of the country, without exception, are to ■hare 
equally in the lands to be distributed by the g0vernment. Special conaidera,. 
tion will be given to those Jew• who are war orphans, war widowa, victim• or 
dependent• of victid of Nazi deportation and slaughtero Such persons will 
alao receive favorable consideration for all tre.des end occupations requiring 
a government permito Jinally, the Debrecen Government is reported to have 
declared that it will assist financially the rebuilding of danaged or deatroyed 
Jewish synagogue&, schools and other public insti\ution•o 
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After the liberation of Budapest (February, 1945), the Provisional 

Government moved to the capital and issued a proclamation exhorting the 

populace to register all confiscated Jewish property in their possession 

with the authorities. The population was also called upon to divulge the 

names of Nazi collaborators. and persons guilty of crimes against the Jews. 

The proclamation included a paragraph abolishing all anti-Semitic decrees 

in the Budapest region. 

The restoration of Jewish property will present a complicated and 
difficult task. The total value of Jewish property is conservatively esti
mated at 1.7 billion pengoes, or about 335 million dollars (German and 
Hungarian sources spoke of 20 and even 30 billion peng0es, i.e. , 4-to 5 
billion dollars). Information from Hungary reveals that few people refused 
to share in the robbery of the Jews. According to the Hungarian newspaper 
Nemerdek as early as May, 1944, over one million Magyars filed applications 
with the government for property confiscated from the Jews. In Budapest, 
over 100,000 Magyars filed apPlications with the municipality to take over 
the 28,000 apartments vacated by Jews driven to the ghetto. In the little 
town of Sopron, 3,000 ~yars filed application for some 150 confiscated 
Jewish concerns. 

6. Anti-Semitism 

Certain Hungarian elements showed sympahty with and even actively 

helped the persecuted Jews. The pro-Na~i )fagY!:roS!,& complained in the spring 

of 1943 that some Hungarian women "now go so far as to demonstrate their 

sympathies in the streets and wear the Star of David on their new spring 

suits." At the height of Jewish persecution in June and July of 1944, 

numerous Jews were saved by peasants. workers and priests. The majority 

of the Hungarian people, however, felt differently. In addition to 20 

years of anti-Semi tic indoctrination under the Borthy regime, lhngarian 

opinion had been subjected, since the outbreak of thew ar, to an unprece

dented barrage of anti-Jewish propaganda on which the Germana spent millions 

of dollars. Allied counter-propaganda has been almost non-existent. Only 

two Allied leaflets against anti-Semitism are known to have been published. 

'rhe first is entitled "I• your conscience clear?" and the seconds •Are you 

also washing your hande?• Both pamphlets deal with the individual reapoll&i-
-

bili ty of all those who introduced and executed anti-Jew1eh measures. Under 
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these circumstances, the attitude of the Hungarian public toward the Jewish 

question may well be surmised. 

7. Punishment of War Criminals 

Courts have been set up to try members of the Hungarian Fascist 

Party and active supporters of the Szalaai Government. Confiscated property 

of the Fascist organizations is to be used for the relief of Jewish widows 

and orphans whose husbands and parents perished at the hands of the Szalasi 

regime. 

8. Present Situation 

According to Gabar Lengyel '8 statement at the Free Hungarian Parlia

ment, starvation and epidemics are rampant among the liberated Jews and 

thousands of them may perish, if immediate and extraordinary steps are not 

taken to help them. 

Jewish conmunal activity is beginning to revive in the liberated 

areas. In Budapest, a Provisional Jewish Co m.,run i ty Council of 36 members 

has been formed, to advise the government in behalt of destitute Hungarian 

Jewry. 'l'he government has assigned a million pengoea to enable the Jews to 

open communal kitchens in 11 berated towns. 

It may be noted that new Hungarian legislation favoring Jf!ffa, goea 

conaiderab ly beyond that adopted by any of the other liberated countriea in 

Eastern and Western Europe. In nost of these lands even such legislation 

as has been adopted baa not been enforced. It remains to be seen whether 

the decrees of the Debrecen Government Will be implemented, 
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I T A L Y 

1. Under Js,tiB Rule 

In 1939, Italy had 57.000 Jews, 8lnone them 7,77~ foreign Jews, the 

majority (some 6,000) refugees from Germany. T'ne greatest concentration was 

in Rome (13,700), Milan (7,500), Trieste (4,500), Turin (3,786), Florence 

(2,800), Genoa (2,700) and Venice (2,000). Expulsion of foreign Jews had 

already begun in September, 1938, and by the end of 1941, according to the 

Stefani News Agency, only 3,674 foreign Jews out of the original 7,773 were 

still in Italy. In the meantime, the number of Jews in Italy was increased 

by thousands of refugees from neighboring countries. In comparison with 

German occupied territories, Italy appeared to them a haven of safety. 

Under the Defense of the Italian Race law and under several other 
decrees, Jews were ousted from important positions in almost all fielda of 
Italian life: from the army, from all branches in education, from membership 
in the Fascist party and from all governmental and a:lministrative posts. In 
economic life, this legislation banned Jews from any enterprise related to the 
eefense of the nation. Jews were forbidden employment as salesmen, appraisers, 
CSDvassers, and were barred from wholesale trade, from the stock exchange and 
from the administration of private insurance companies. They were not per
mitted to own land valued at mre than 5,000 lire or urban real estate worth 
more than 20,000 lire. An Institute for the Administration and Liquidation of 
Immovable Property was established for acquisition, administration and aal• of 
property in excess of the amounts fixed. Under the decree of May 6, 1942, over 
10,000 Jews were roobilized f'or forced labor. 

2. The Allied Invasion 

The Allied landing on the Italian mainland, September 8, 1943, waa 

the signal f'or a desperate effort by thousands of JfJ'Ra to reach safety in 

parts of Italy even at some distance from the Allied beachheads. After it 

became evident that the Germans and the Jasciats would not aoon be dr1vell 

from northern Italy, groups of Boman and other Italian Jew1 fled towards the 

region• held by the Allies. Refugees in internment camps in the south were 

• rescuad by the Allied advance. In one such camp, at rerramonte di Tareio, 

near Cosenza, there were 1,866 refugees from Yugo1lavia, Poland, Czecho

slovakia, Auatria, Germany, ChiJ:la, Turkey, Rumania and Hungary, the majority 

of them Jew1. During the fighting in Calabria, the Italian guards left th• 
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camp and some of the refugees tried to escape . The majority were found by the 

Allied armies upon their arrival and became the charges of a special staff 

service which, in coeperation with Red Cross personnel, is attempting to 

restore their health and vitality. About 2,000 Jewish refugees have found 

safety in Ferramonte and other centers. 

Other Jews were not so fortunate. In November, the Germans, together 
with Mussolini's reorganized lascist regime, b egan a vicious campaign of re
pression in Rome and northern Italy, where the bulk of Italian Jewry was 
trapped. The Fascists attributed their debacle to Jewish influence. They 
adopted Nazi laws disfranchising and expropriating the Jews o The Germans 
estimated on December 26, 1943, that they had confiscated 12 billion lire 
worth of Jewish property in parts of Italy under their control. 

The rounding-up andinternment of Jews has been proceedings ince early 
November, 1943. Soon after the Germans occupied Rome they began to seize men, 
women am children. They were hanperecl, according to reports, by Dr. carmen 
Semai, local Chief of Police, who destroyed the records of Jews . On January 
2, 1944, after two months, Swedish sources reported that 8,000 of Rome• s 
10,000 Jews had eluded the Nazis ard Fascists, many of them having been hidden 
by friends. In Trieste, all males from 15 to 65 were ordered interned. Raids 
were conducted in Milan, Turin, Pisa, etc.: Jews were dragged out of Catholic 
churches and seminaries where they had sought asylum. :By December, 1943, 
25,000 had been sent to concentration camps. In April and May, 1944, some 
12, ()(X) were deported to Po land. :By May, 1944, 70~ Jewish-owned agricultural 
enterprises involving 29,480 hectares were confiscated by the •Republican 
Fascist Government .11 On June 20, 1944, Transocean News Agency announced that, 
so far, 14~ to 3~ of Jewish property had been expropriated. 

3. In Liberated Areas 

.After the liberation of Bome, 8,000 Jews returned from mountain hide

outs where they had been concealed thro~out Nazi occupation of the city. 

By the end of 1944, 1,500 to 1,700 Jew• were reported in 1lorence, 900 (rmstly 

refugees) in Leghorn, 1,100 (almost all foreign refU88es) in Bari, 600 in 

)laplea, 260 (all foreign) in J'erramonte camp, 650 (all foreign) in a camp at 

Santa Maria di Jagu.i, 000 in P1sa, 360 1n the Lucca area, 100 in Viarregio. 

jY the end of the year, ~,000 Jews, over 500 of them foreign retugeea, were 

reported in liberated ltalz. The 1,519 Italian Jewa who found refuge in 

Switzerland have now returned to Italy. 
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4. Restoration of Rights 

A series of decrees (from December 28, 1943, to October 20, 1944) 

has been published by the Badoglio, and later, the Bonomi governments on 

the rectoration of Jewish rights. These decrees covered reinstateioont of 

Jewish public servants and the reintegration in civil and political life of 

Italian citizens and foreign Jews . 

Resentment was provoked in Italian Jewish circles in February, 1945, 
when it was revealed that Jews are barred from joining the Italian Forces 
under a Ministry of War nx>bilization decree calling up the 1920/24 classes. 
This was considered an apparently discriminatory measure. Signor Mario 
Pa.lerIIX>, Unde~Secretary of State for War, in a statement to a ~ corres
pondent, stressed the fact that so far only men who have already seen mili
tary service have been called up. M.As a result of the absurd racial policy 
adopted by Mussolini, no Jew has done military service in Italy since 1920. 
That is why Y1e had to postpone the call-up of Jews of five age groups until 
we shall be able to reintroduce general conscription ... 

5. Restoration of Propertz 

The restoration of property proved to be one of the thorniest problems . 

It was reported (JTA, August 25, 1944) that when the new Italian Government was 

still in the South, a decree prepared and signed by the King was never pro

mulgated because libera tion revealed a situation entirely unforeseen when the 

measure was fir s t drafted. The issue waa nx,re a matter of principle than prac

tical impor t ance, since Jews south of Rome hardly numbered more than 2,000. 

On July 13, 1944, Charles Poletti, Comnissioner of the Allied Military 
Government for the Bome Region, issued Regional Ordinance No. 13 creating a 
special commission to inveatigate and cettle all disputes regarding the reati
tution of personal and real property. However, this ordinance has not become 
law because it has been held that the .AMG is not competent to issue regula
tions of such character . In August, 1944, it was reported that a eeriea of 
decrees for restoration of pr0perty confiscated by the Fasciata on racial and 
political ground■, and for indemnification to the victima of Jaaciet diacri
minationa was being prepared by the Italian Government for protil\llgation at the 
earliest possible date. A special oomnission established by the Ministry ot 
Justice with the advice and cooperation of AMG experts was working on a com
prehensive, detailed law covering all aapecte of this highly complicated 
problem. It was considered likely that the first of the decrees might be 
issued shortly but that complete legislation wou.14 be poatponed until the 
entire country was liberated. 
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In October, 1944, the Italian Government announced its willingness to 

grant Italian citizenship to stateless refugees 1n Italyo At a meeting of 

Jewiah refu8t,ee in Rome, Sir Clifford Heathcote- Smith, representative of the 

Intergovernmental Comnittee on Refugees 1n Italy, strongly advised the re:tu

geea to accept thia offer and assured that the Intergovernmental Comnittee 

would handle all formalities connected with applications of stateless refugee• 

for Italian citizenahip, am that material assistance would be forthcoming to 

enable the applicants to get a new start. 

However, only 10 of the 150 refugees attending the meeting indicated 

•1111.ngneea to accept Italian citizenahip, while 3 refugee• from Belgium said 

they wanted to return to their own country. All the others insisted on being 

transferred to Palestine. Their speaker was Abraham Paperman, him8elf a 

refugee Who organized and finaDCed the flight of 800 Jews i'rom J'rance to 

lorthern Italy in September. 1944. He said t hat the refugees were deeply 

grateful to the Italia Government for i ta offer, but while he had complete 

confidence in the good intentions of the present government, he feared that 

condition■ were unstable and aucceeding government■ might cancel previoualy 

accorded rights, as bad happened in other co,mtri•o The only solution for the 

refugees in Italy waa to tp to a countr7 where they could expect real aecurit7 

and which bad ahown it• •111 ingReea to accept Jeno 

The general consenw• of opinion among the refugee■ was that the o~fer 
■hould be accepted b7 thoae haViD8 root• in Italy and who could be ab■orbe4 
into the aocial aDd economic ■111t• of the country. but that it wu no ■olution 
for moat of them who happened to be in Italy only by chanceo 

7. 5ti-Semitiam and Punisment 

!he apparently little evidence of anti-Jewiah 1entiment 1D lib.rated 

Italy confirml the confe1eion made recently by Snsa Peaata, editor o:l' Bepp.blica 

Juci1ta that the cti-Semitic camp•J,gn ha• tailed becau.ae • the pre■a did not 

fulfill it• obligation■.• Still, it ••• reported in August that the police 

were hunting tor tho•• who clan4•■t1nely plaatere4 lom• with po1ter■ warnillg 
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Jews that they Nwill p~ dearly" for divulging the names of Jaaciste wlx> 

confiscated their propertyo Student• of Rome University refU9e4 to •it on 
I 

the same benchea with Jews; anti-Jewish demonstrations were organised, 12 

Jascist students were arrested and 60 others expelled f'or one year. 700 

Jaaciste were arrested in Bome following the discovery of an organization 

that was kidnapping Jewish children to curb anti-lascist activitiee of their 

parents. .A police raid on printing ebops in llome uncovered etocka of freehly 

printed, illustrated aziti-Semitic leaflets in English, ready for distribution 

among United States aoldiereo 

!he Italian Government baa done its beat to punish those reaponeible 

for anti-Jewish pereecut ions; 196 Jascista are being brought to trial before 

Italia courts on the charge of' atrocitiea against Jeweo 

8. llebabilitatioR and Conmunal Organization 

Still auffering f'rom the general dislocation caused by the war, Bui 
domination 8lld the present political criaie, aa well as f'rom the division of 
the country into Allied and Jaacist-controlled parts, Italia Jf/lfry is elowly 
but steadily getting back on i ta f'eet. Joreip a14, principally relief 
remered by the Joint Diatribut ion Committee, ia an important factor in thie 
rehabilitation procesao 

The first example of aelf-orgmlisatioii baa been giveD b7 2,500 Jewieh 
refugee• (m>stly from tugoalavia) now 1n Southerii Italy, where they are not 
• illterRe41 but are free to leave if they desire. Kore than a thoueand of 
them have already settled 1n Bari and bave f'ound employment with the Allied 
military authorities u interpreters ~ clerlm and in other capacitie■ o 

At the begiD.ning of each Ilk)nth, two representative• f'rom each center, 

1n Bari, tbe province of Potellla and the camps at Jerram:>nte and la.ta Ilaria 

di Ba.pi, meet in a informal •refugee parliament• to discuae their common • 

problemao !hie 1 parli&mfmt1 11ot only provide• a highly •atiafactory chuuel 

for diatributilag relief act by American Jewry, but alao malce1 available a 

great •tore of perao:aal experience u4 knowledge on which to 4ra 1D. planniug 

rebabilitationo It 1a backe4 by the democratically organised Jewiah refuged 

1D the comnunitiee, who have their o,m elected repreee11tativea aad committe .. 

handling au.ch COIDDX)n intereeta a1 acboola, training farma. wood ud metal,. 

world.Ilg •bopl, 8Dd other aterpriHlo 



There are encouraging signs of the revival of social and cultural 
activity among native Italian Jews . Community Councils. communal kitchens, 
schools and synagogues are being rebuilt everywhere, and there is hope that 
this process of rehabilitatioll •ill continue. 

The JDC, Which operates here under the aegis of the Intergovernmental 
Conmittee on Refugeee, has allocated ~;90,000 for relief during the current 
year. Jews in Bome have raised among themselves a fund of 500,000 lire 
(approximately $25,000), to be matched by an equal contribution from the JDC, 
to reopen the community's philanthropic and educational institutions . .A. 
Similar campaign has been launched in Florence, where local Jev,s have already 
allocated 000,000 lire to reopen comnunity institutionso It will cost 
s.000,000 lire to repair 1lorence1s magnificent synagogue, which the Nazis 
mined. 

~ere seems to be a tendency toward a basic change in the economic 

structure of the Jewish population in Italy. On Septenil:>er 29, 1944, the 

New York Times reported from Rome that Dr. rerrucio Sonnino, head of the 

Jewish Youth Center, urged more Jtlffa to seek occupation on the land and in 

manual tasks rather than in commerce and the professions . Dr. Sonnino and 

the Zionist• have taken practical steps in this direction. They have ob

tained tracts of land outside Rome and Bari where Jewish youths are learning 

the rudiments of farm work. Many of them are preparing for Palestine. 

In the autum of 1944, election• to the Board of the Jewish CoDIJIUD.i ty 

ill Borne were planned. But in December it was announced that the Itali&Zl 

Government, on recomnendation of Colonel Charles Poletti, head of the Allied 

Military Govermnent in the Rome area, decided to postpone the election. The 

action was due to the conflict between two groups of Jewish leaders in Bome, 

each accusing the other of having had 1ascie t tendencies under Mussolini'• 

regime. In view of the excitement aroueed amo~ the followers of both groups, 

Colonel Poletti lmd the Italia Government felt that election• to the Jewish 

Cozmrunity Board were 1.Dadvieable at the time. The Jewish groups have recently 

agreed on the compoaition of the Board, which baa been formed. 
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RUMAN IA 

1. Under Axis Rule 

At the outbreak of this war, there were 850.000 Jews in Rumania, 

distributed apProximately as follows: 300,000 in Old Ru.mania and Dobrudja, 

~.ooo in Bessarabia and Bukovina, 220,000 in Transylvania and the Banat 

region . 

In sumner • 1940, Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina were ceded to 
the Soviet Union and Northern Transylvania to Hungary. On July 6, 1940, 
Rumania pledged adherence to the foreign policy of the Axis, and on August 
9th, a Je,lish Statute, based on racial principles, was enacted. On September 
5th, Xing Carol abdicated in favor of his son Michael, and General Antonescu 
became Chief of State, 11 bleasedtt by :Berlin and backed by the violently anti
Semitic Iron Guard. Under A.ntonescu•s regime several bloody Jewish pogroms 
took place . According to Professor Hudita, Minister of Agriculture in the 
Radescu Cabinet, 27,000 Jews were killed between 1940 and 1942 in Moldavia 
alone; of these 12,000 were murdered in Jassi on June 29, 1941. Under laws 
issued on October 4, and November 12, 1940, Jewish rural and urban property 
was radically "lluman1zedo 11 According to the figures su.bmi tted by the Jewish 
General Council in Bucharest to the Sanatescu Government in November, 1944, 
the following properties were confiscated from the Jews under the Antonescu 
regime: 3,178 agricultural possessions, comprising 47,455 hectares of lam 
(a.bout 117,000 acres), of which 351 were woods; 99 timber factories, 260 
mills, 152 ships, 323 varied industries; 30,691 urban properties with 
93,~35 flats. The dismissed Jewish employees and apPreutices numbered 
21,718, representing with their dependents a total of 60,000 persons. 

A decree of November 15, 1941, introduced forced labor for all 

Jewish males between 18 and 50 years of age. The Zurich Volksrecht of 

Augu.ot 8, 1942, reported that of the 98,000 Jf!!Wa of Bucharest, 28,177 were 

engaged in forced labor and that, of all Jewish males in Rumania between 18 

and 00, only 17,000 were at that times till exempt from forced labor because 

of the specialized skilled work they performed . The latter group waa taxed 

to the tune of 1,200,000,000 lei (about $6,000,000 at the April, 1941 rate 

of 200 lei to the American dollar). The Jewish population was also com

pelled to stibscri be heavily to the Rumanian war loan and waa ordered to pay 

a collective punitive tax of four billion lei, by December 31, 1943 • 

. In October, 1941, all J~ of reconquered Beaea.rabia and 85~ of the 
Jewa of l3ukov1na. as well aa of several town.a 1n Moldavia (Doroho1. Bertza), 
were deported across the Dniester River to the Rumanian occupied Ukraine, 
lmown aa Trananistria. The Council for Bukov1n1an Jewiah Affair& in Tel 
Aviv reported on Augu.st 31, 1944, that until the end of 1942, aome 200,000 
llumanian Jflffa had been deported to Trananistria. Thouaanda died of maltreat-
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ment, exposure, hunger end disease on the road to their destination. In 
Transniatria itaelt, the situation was such that only 55 000 1 ed. b 
the end of 1943. n surv V Y 

In Southern Transylvania, which remained under Rumanian sovereignty, 

the stringent Rumanian anti-Semitic laws were fully applied, 60 that Jews 

lost their positions, were drafted into forced labor, am suffered serious 

disabilities, political and personalo They were not, however, deported from 

the country, nor were any mob excesses committed against them. In :Brasov and 

Sibiu the Jewish population was corrparatively small, and peraecution was 

limited to legal discrimination. 

In Hungarian annexed Northern Transylvania, however, beginning with 

May 1944, persecution• of a far more serious nature took place. Out of eome 

150,000 Jew• in this area, 125,000 to 130,000 were deported to German-held 

Poland, packed 60 to ?0 in closed metal cattle cars without food or water. 

2. Bumania Op.it• the Ant- -
General Situation 

lhen. on Aµ,;u.st 2:31 1944, BnroaDia quit the Axis and asked the Allies 
for an .lrmiatice, the Jewish population of the oou.ntry did not exceed 2901 000. 
Some 183,000 were completely destitute and were assisted by the International 
lled Crosa, in November, 1944. The breakdown figures for the destitute are as 
follon: 17,000 deportees, repatriated from Transnistria; 90 0 000, represen
ti~ 30,000 men released from three years compulsory labor and their families; 
20,000 evacuee• from villages and 1mall town• in the frontier areas; 10,000 
evacuees from war zones; 20,000 bombed-out; 20 0 000 workers am off1c1ale who 
were discharged trom their former jobs; 6,000 Hungarian Jews found alive 1n 
Northern Tranaylvania. 

At least 70,000 Jew• are in need of clothingo In February, 1945, 

Dr. Joseph J. Schwart 1, Chairman of the European Executive Council of the JDC, 

estimated that not less than 216,000 Jewe in Rumania require assistance in 

some f'orm or another. Unlike other countrie1, Ru.mania haS food, but these 

people do not .have the Dl)ney with which to pay the constantly m:>untingprices. 

A8 an emergency grat tor the last three months of 1944, the JDC provided 

$1,000,000 through the International Bed Cro11 for relief requirement• in 

Bumania. The new budget aubmitted by Dr. Wilhelm Filder~, C~irna>. of 

the JDC Comni t tee in Bucharest, called for expenditure of $800,000 nx>nthly 

for the first three DI) nthl of thi• year e 
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Jewish leaders in Rumania have completed plans for imnediate aid to 

Jews repatriated from Transnistria and those liberated from concentration 

camps. Each family is supposed to receive 75,000 lei (aPProximately $376) 

to restore it to nore or less normal economic statueo It is estimated that 

a billion lei ($5,000,000) will be needed to· finance such assisterice. 

It is clear that even the maximum contributions that might be 
e:z:pected from Jewiah philanthropic organization• would not be auf'ficien\ to 
meet even the inmediate needs of destitute llumanian Jflflr7o 

Particularly critical is the situation of aome Jewa 1n·11orthern ~ranayl
vania, where 6,500 to 7,000 were counted in Janua:ry, 1945. Of these, 1,000 
to 1, 500 were, for some reason, exempt from deportation or were in hiding, 
while some 5,000 to 5,500 were in work detachment• of the HungariaD Affq 
(the total number of North Transylvanian Jews in this category was 18,000 
to 20,000). They worked behind the front and were able to escape as the 
ied Al'fDY advanced. 

Jews of the first category (those who remained in Transylvania) are 
in a poor, thoU8}l tolerable condition. They have been able to eave moat of 
their clothing, md even their homes. !hose who escaped from work calll)-. have 
come baclc in rags, completely e:lhauate4 both physically and mentally. They 
have found their bomes looted, their families deported. '?he majority of the 
men bave lost- their wives. In CluJ there are 1,000 Jewish rnn 811d only 00 
to 30 women; in Oradea 1,500 men and 50 to 60 women. The economic situation 
is very critical. It is practically impossible for anyone to get hie old 
Job back. Shopkeepers and artisans f ou.Dd their old eetabliahmenta empty or 
destroyed. 

. 
2. Armi•tlce 

The ~mi•tice with llumania waa sig11.ed September 10, 1944. !he 

following section• of the llwmmiazi Armistice are of particu.lar interest to 

Jewa, Article 61 1 '!he iumanian Government will liberate at once all persona, 
. 

izldeped.entq of t.heir civil status Md nationality, who are kep\ under arrest 

owiag to their activity to the advantage of the United Bationa or for their 

aympat~ with the cauae of the United Bationa, or owing to their racial 

origin, all4 will also aboliah all d11criminatory leg1alation an4 reatric\ion• 

reeulting therefrom.• Article 2a 1!rhe Government an.d the High Coumen4 of 

l1umania undertake to carry out meal'Ures for diaarmamc\ ad internmen\ of th·• 

armed forces of Ger111m1 azul lmngary whb are oii llumaniaa territory- and alao for 

the internment of civilian• of both above-mentioned power• who are living \here.• 
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AD appendix to thia .Article provides: "Measures laid down in Paragraph 2 

concerning intermneiit of German and Hungarian citizens on Rumanian terri

tory are not to apply to citizen• of these countries of Jewish nationality. 11 

utlcle 14: •The Qovermnent and the High Comnand or Rumania widertake to 

collaborate with tbe Allied (Soviet) High Commazld ill the task of detention 

of persona accused of war crimes and 1n trial of such persona.• According 

to Article 15, the Rumanian Government imnediately undertakes to disband 

all pro-Bitlerite organizations. Th~se organization• are ones which were 

reaponsible for the anti..Jewiah caq,aip. Indirectly, Article 16 dealing 

with the control of distribution in Bumania of literature, plays, etc., may 

close the door to insidious anti-Jewish propaganda from outside. 

3 . .Restoration of Right• 

M early aa August 28th, a aeries of decreee was promulgated by the 
Sataza.escu regime. which prOT14e4, illter-alit, for the abolishment of all 
intel"JUD9Jlt and conceatration camp• ill Bumania 81:ld for the release of the 
internee• without further formalitiea, aa well aa arm.eaty for infringement• 
of the racial 1- enforced by the Antonescu Governmellt. Ill a statement 
iasued October 25th, Satanescu•a roreigzi Minister asserted that sinoe all 
racial legislation had automatically become unconstitutional upou re
eetabliabment on August 30th of the conatitutions of 1886 and 1923, J•• 
enjoyed full political &Ad ecollomic rights. Be e4mitted, however, that 
specific decree• aboliahing all diacriminatory legialatioll were neceeaar7 
alld would be issued ahor\ly. Legialatioa to eetabliab machinery for the 
restoration of Jewish property was being dratted, he further announced, 
and all government departmeata had bes iDatructed to reinstate Jewiah 
employees diamieeed under the anti-Jewiah lawe, while profesaional org&R1-
&at ions had been ordered to readmit Jna . 

The proceae of careyi~ out theee decree• aDd promiaes ha• ben 
very alow. On October 22, 1944. Joaeph M. Levy, Balkan correspond•' of 
the Hew York Timee, cabled to hie paper from Istanbul: 

•11th the overthJ"O• of the Antoaeacu. regime, forced labor campa have 
beell aboliahed and the Jen who survived the hard labor retuned to their 
reapective towaa hOpi~ ,o resume their old jobs. 

1 But to their conatemation they discovered that the7 bad neither 
Jobi ll0r home a to go back to. Both had beea occupied b7 1aeyana•. Al.thou~ 
1ix week:B bave elapae4 aince the llumanian Armi•tice was signal, all appeals 
to the Qovernmellt to eraact a law forcing enployera to reinstate Jewa in their 
former Job• remaill unheeded. 

•Kven the leaders of the Communist Qd Social Democratic parties, 
the eo-called baner-bearer1 of 'Juetice tor all' ill BUZQia, refuse to 
illtenene on behalf of these Jna. Theae leader, are cour\ing ROD-J'ewiah 
ll'Ulll8Zlian wage-earaera, 1who mat RO\ be aatagculi&•,' I learned during a 
receat viait \o Bumaaia. 
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ttOstensibly, the anti-Jewish laws in Rumania have been abolished, but 
the Government is Dot taking any action to restore Jewish property and normal 
rights like those enjoyed by other Rumanian citizens. Abrogation of the 
anti-r~cial laws has freed. the Jews from concentration and forced -labor camps, 
but they are able to do little with this free~om. 

eeunable to retake possession of their homes, the Jf!!IIB are forced to 
share a tiny room with two or even three other families, or pay fab~loua black 
market rental for small apartments, which are virtually unobtainable. . The 
Government even refuses to restore Jewish institutions, such as school•, homes 
for the aged, and hospitals, some of which arc actually vacant.• 

The reinstatement of Jewish officiale,officer• &Rd professionals who 

have lost their positions '\lllder the old regime was Dot unconditional. Oil 

January 14, 1945, the Bucharest Radio announced army reinstatemeRt of •a 

number of Jewish officers dismissed 1D 1940 for racial reasons.• A decree 

published in Mon1torul Official on August 5, 1944, provided that Jewish ngi

Deera deaiting to practice their professions must submit an applicatioa with 

credentials to the J'agiDeers Corps, which can fulfill or refuse theae applica

tioDs. In November, a special commission instituted by the KiDistry of Social 

lnaurance was given power to decide Oil requests for reinstatement of all former 

doctors, pharmacists and employees who were reDX>ved from the Illati tute of Social 

Insurance for racial reasons. 

4. Restitution of Property 

In November, 1944, the Jewish General Council of !ucbareat, speaking 
for llunanian Jewry , submitted to the Bumanian Government a memorandum deman.1 ing 
radical measures for the imnediate amelioration of the ecoix,mic plight of 
Rumanian .Jews and for the practical implementatio:u of the righ\• restored to 
them by the abolition of the •arym,." laws under the terms of the Armistice. 

'rhe memora:udun denuded: (1) 'rhe cancellation of all forced sales of 

Jewiah property &1Dce August 9, 1940, whea the racist lawa were enacted iJl 

llumania •, (2) The restoration to th J f 1 e fJlf a · o a 1 urban 8:Ad rural property and 

movable• taken from them; (3) The reiDBtateme:ut of landlord•, leuehol4ertl 

and te:uuts to property or flat• previously poasesaed or occupied by them; 

(4) The cancellation of all public leases, the restitution of all mortgage 

bonds expropriated from the Jewa, mad the cancelling of all special tuea 

imposed OD the Jewa; (5) All Jewiah employees and apprelltice• with prlva\e 
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concerns. who had been dismissed under the II aryan" laws, shou ld be reinstated 

with all rights. If their former places of work have been liquidated, iden

tical or similar job,s are to be found for them in private or government in

stitutions. The same i• requested for apprentices whoDe licenses or contracts 

have been cancelled. In all cases, salarie~ are to be paid for the entire 

period, from the day of their dismissal to the dey of their reinstatement
0 

This reintegration into the economic life of the country, the memo
randum pointed out, waa demanded by the Jewish General Council not only 
because of its imnediate benefit to the petitioners, nor for humanitarian 
rea.oons alone, but because it is a serious social and economic question for 
the whole country, since all these Jews are extremely impoverished and with-
out the possibility of earning a living. This reintegr~tion is also imperative 
as a logical consequence of the abrogation of the racial la n and the restora,.. 
tion of the constitution, the petitioners stated. 

Beplying to the contention that restoring Jobs to the Je,1s would mean 
the dismissal of employees who had replaced them, the memorondum explained 
that this problem can be solved easily. They can be distributed ar:x,ng identical 
or similar state or private eD.terprises. Besides, probably 60,000 vacancies 
•111 be created by the dismissal of Germans and pro-Nazis, so that all con
flicts over the restoration of jobs to the Jews will be avoidable . 

How Jewish property waa being restored may be gaueed from the following: 

The Oniveraul (Bucharest) of December 6, 1944, revealed that 257,204,514 lei 

were contributed by the Comnissariat for Jewish .Affairs to Antonescu•s Cabi-

net from "donations and eums collected from the JeY1s." Of this sum, 189,677,888 

lei were spe11t by the former regime unti 1 Au.gust 23, 1944, when it wan over

thrown. There never was a question of returning this huge amount to the Jews. 

But the fate of the remaining 67,5261 626 lei is al o not clear. The Bumanian 

Home Service claimed on December a, 1944, that II the Presidency of the Council 

of lliniatere yeeterdq (December 7) returned to Jewish organizations accounts 

totalling 67 million lei.1 The above quoted usually well-informed Univeraul 

reported 011 Deceal>er Sth, however. that in accordance with the decision of 

the cabinet, the remainder of 67,526.626 lei will be used as followe: 

(a) over 20 million lei will be returned to Jewish organization•; (b) over 

13 million lei will be uaed for the reconstruction of the Rumanian Opera; 

(c) over 33 million lei which •were donated by various persona and inetitu-

tiona,• •111 be turned over to the Rumaniall Miniatry of Jinnnceo 

◄ 
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Worth noticing is also the report of the Hllllgarian Mag.yarorszas of 
September 7. 1944, that a deputation from the Jewish community .. of Bucharest 
presented a check for 100,000 pounds sterling to King Michael in appreciation 
0 f the fact that the Jews are again permitted to be employed in commerce and 
gover~nt positions.M The newspaper states that this sum came from f'unde 
hidden by the Jews to evade former laws requiring the surrender of such monie~ c 

King Michael "promised pardon for the concealing of the fu.mso• 

Almst four m~nths passed following the overthrow of the .Antonescu regime 
(August 23, 1944). before a royal decree, abolishing all anti-Jewish legisla-
tion and reatoring rights and properties to Jews, was issued on December 14, 19440 
However, this decree was obviously unsatisfactory. 'l'he reinstatanent of ousted 
Jewish employees was not made immediate and automatic. The decree required that 
interested Jews file requests for reinstatement within a fixed period after its 
promulgation. 'l'he payment of salaries for the four years during which Jewish 
employees had been reroved from their posts under the anti-Jewish lawa, promised 
by the original draft of the decree, was dropped in the final text. The date 
when Jews will regain possession of their former homes now occupied by intruding 
Rumanians was postponed until April 23, 1945, • in order,• aa explained b7 Minister 
of Justice Lucretiu Patrascanu, •to avoid the sudden evacuation of thousands of 
employees who are now occupying these homes.M 

fhis decree was strongly criticized by responsible Rumanian Jewish leaderso 

Abraham J. Zisau, leader of the Jewish National Party, declared: "The decree may 

satisfy lawyers, but it is not satisfactory to the Jf!l'ls, since the maJorit7 of 

them will not secure their full rights as ousted employees and as landlords and 

tenants who were ejected from their homes.M Even roore outspoken in his critici 

was Dr. Wilhelm Fildennan, President of the Union of Rumanian Jews. In a state

ment published in Renasterea Noastra of December 22, 1944, Dr. 1ilderman declare:!. : 

"In all, the decree grants the Jewish employees, landlords and tenants not right . 

but a favor which is subjected to legal procedure, fees, am to long terma of 

hearing... Instead of abolishing racial legisle.tion, the Patrascanu decree main 

tains such legialation in force.• In an article published in Sennalul, Dr. 

1ilderman stressed that the provisions of the decree are not in ke~ing w1 th the 

Constitution and the Armistice terms, and he insi~ted on inmediate reinstatement 
of Jews ousted from employment and on the reooval from Jewish apartment■ 
of Rumanians who rooved in when the Jewish dwellera were ejected under the anti-

Jewish regulations. 

On December 18th, all Rumanian papers carried the reply of Mr. Patraacanu 

to the criticism levelled against the promulgated decree. The Minister of 

Juatice said that the anti-Semitic persecution, have no greater adver■ariee than 
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the Comnuniste; but he expressed the vieVl that radical measures for indemnifying 
the Jed might be prejudicial to the war effort o "The new Rumania intends to 
fight racialism, 11 he declared . 11 The ne\\' decree in alidate all the racial laws 
and establishes equal rights for Jews . The Jews should understand thBt we are 
not only defending their interests, but also attempting to establish a basis 
for mu.tual understanding between all Rumanian citizens without regard to ethnic 
origin." Poirting out that the section of the n decree roost objected to by 
Dr. Filderman deals with certain categories of Rumani s who rooved into Jewish 
homes, the Minister contined: "Despite the cruel behavior of many of the civil 
servants who moved into Jewish properties, Jews Gtould not insist on retalia
tion if they understand the necessity of amicable relations with the Rumanian 
population. If the repeal of anti-Semitic legislation bad been enforced earlier, 
i.e.. in September, it would have been possible to effect the removal of the 
a9Proximately 40,000 C.N.R. (State Administration of Jer.iGh Properties) tenantso 
Now in the mids\ of winter their removal would ca.use tremendous trouble." 

~ for compensation due Je 1ish proprietors, Mr. Patrascarru. explained 
that the lhunanian State cannot afford to undertake compensation before the end 
of the war. J. law of retaliation, he emphanized, would do the greatest harm to 
the Jewish population itself. According to Mr. Patrascanu, the sharpest criti
cism came from the Jewish apartment-house owners, who are disappointed at not 
being able to squeeze high rents out of houseless people. Mr. Patrascanu 
ended his declarations with the hope that. with the support of the J~wieh 
masses, he will be able to crush reactionary Jews h~ after making profits 
out of their collaboration with the dictators and with the Gennan occupant•, 
try to provoke trouble and confusion. 

fhe decree gained a measure of support from leading Jewish members of the 

National Democratic Front.. According to Ou.rierul Israelit of December 31, 1944, 

Jewish Communists called a public meeting of Bucharest Jews on December 22nd am 

"advanced a very intricate political argument trying to prove that the Pa.tras

canu decree was an excellent one, in spite of the fact that it reetored to the 

Jews neither fiats nor jobs they bad been deprived of by the very legislation 

it bad come to abo liah. 11 The Curierul Israelit sharply denounced this attitude. -
Early in 1945 the Radescu Government announced 1 ts decision to expro

priate 500 Jewish-o~ecl buildings for state admi:is:rst;~:s~o:hisJ:~:~1!~e~~ 
and the liberal press of Rumania Joined in : ~r~h:se 8;opriation• constituted 
Jewish Party 1 ssued a statement ~eclaring t a Pr~ident of the Union of 
a discriminatory measure. Dr- Wilhelm Fild:r~; Ministry of rinance, pointing 
Jewish Conrnuni ties, aubmi tted a memorandum ;ous to the Government, first, 
out that the e x:propriation• were disadvantag sufficient funds to pay for 
because the Government does not at prenen; ~~:•::~ldings are housing J•i•h 
the building• BAd, second, becauae some O d lothing the destitute Jewish 
communal institutions in charge of feeding an c 
section of the population. 

b Foreign Minister Constantin Vieoianu, 
The newepaper Jurnalul, founded 1 racial character and very aur-

po inted out that the decree •is obViously of 1:tions provide for the abolitioa 
prising, considering that the Armistice regu 
of al 1 racial lawa . • 
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Yielding to the protests of Je~ish leaders and liberal opinio~the Rumanian Government rescinded the order for the confiscation of the Jewish-owned buildings o 

5. Punishment of War Criminal• 
The Rumanian Minister of Justice, w.cretiu Patrascanu, appointed a 

special Commission to draft, by February 1, 1945, a law providi~ punisbnent 
for those who committed crimes against the Jews since the beginnilag of the 
war. The draft law covers the following crimes against Jews: ordering or 
committing cruelties, establishing ghettos or concentration camp•, depor
ting people beyond the country's borders, organizing labor camps, inhumm1 
treatment of internees, issuing and practicing racial lawa. 

Not one of the three governments which ruled Rumania since the col
lapse of the pro-Nazi .htonescu regime have made a real attempt to rezmve 
Jewish disabilities or fulfill their obligations under the Armistice terma. 
All Rumanian political parties,without distinction, behaved in the traditional 
manner and bear the responsibility for the failure to rehabilitate destitute 
Rumanian Jewry. The new governmmt of Pet er Gro za has thus far not introduced 
any essential improvements in the pictureo 

6. Bepatriat ion from USSB. 

In December, 1~4, a Jewish delegation, headed by Dr. 1ilderman, viaited Gseral Sergei Vinogradov, chief of the Russian !rmiatice Conmissioza in llumania, and submitted a memorandum containizag the following requests: ( 1) That 9,000 llumanian Jews who are still in Tr8llsn1stria, where they were deported by the Germans, be repatriated b7 the Soviet autboritiea to their home tone ill llumania; (2) That Jews from Tr&.Aaylvania who were u1ed by the GeruaR• tor forcei labor on the Ger.mllll-Bus•ian fron\, ud who were taken priaoner by the &,.a ■iMI, shoul4 be releaced from u termne11t and returned to their homes. 

In 1ebruary, 1945, the Ruuanian Section of the lorld Jewiah Cozagrea• was informed by Colonel Boriaov and Colonel Gu.aev of the Inter-Al.lied Control Commiaaioa that the problem or the return to llumania or Jews from Southen lutmviDa deported by the former regime to the Soviet Uk:rame, was definitely resolved b7 the Soviet authorities. The Soviet CJovernmeza, approved the repatriatioll of these Jewa, aa well aa deported Jewa from the Old X1ngdom, at present 1a lloLdavi& or in the Okrani&J:l Republic. Comnisaions for reception and first aid will be eatabl ishc at the .Rtunanian frontier with the part icipatioR of repreaentative• of Jewish organizations approved by the Rumaniaa Comniaeion for the Implementa\ioR of the Armistice. 
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? o Mobiliza t ion of Jewish Youth 

One of the first acts of the new government .. as to " call Jewish young 
me:r. of the 1935-1940 army classes to the Rumanian Army . They had to report 

dur ing the month of October, 19440 Later, in January, 1945, the 1941-1946 

classes were ordered to report at t he district territorial center& . Rabbis 

who held office before 1940 were exempt from military service O This enlist

ment was ordered despite the fact that over 30,000 Jews between 18 and 50 

yea.rs of age had been impressed for al most three years into forced labor 

battalions. 

It was reported that hundreds of Rumanian Jewish youths refused to 8.Dner the call to eerve With the BumaniaA Army, which only recently had been allied •1th the Germans and was deepl y saturated with anti-Semitimno They pointed out that ma~ Ruma:r2ian soldiers and officers actively part icipated in the extermiaation of Rumania's J ews o To prove that their r efusal to serve with the Bunanian forces did no t imply an effort to evade mil itary service, maJlY of these youths filed pet i t ions with the Soviet Mil itary Mission in Bucharest asking to be t aken into the Red Army. These petitions have been turned down, however, on the ground that the Red Army has no r ight to recruit eTen volunteers among Rumani an citizens on Rumanian s oi l . Upon protests by Jewieh lead.era, the Government postponed conscription of Jews for a month, while the Army was to be purged of anti-Semi ti c and Fascist elementa. Jewieh reserve officers proposed that the War Mi nistry est ab lish 
separate Jewiah battalions under Jewish comnanders to avoid friction and conflict•. By the end of January, it was r epor t ed that an agreement had been reached between Jewish leaders and t he Government providing for con
scription of 25,000 Jewish youths i nto the Rumanian Army. 

a. Minoritz Status 

IR Nc,vember, 1944, Professor Vladescue-Bacoasa, IUnister of Nat1on-

alit1ee, made the following statement concerning the status of Rumanian Jews e 

quoted by Timpul of' lovember 29, 1944 : "In deDX) cratic Ru.mani a the Jews are 

not conaidered a minority or nationality; they are purely SAd s i mply 

Rumaniaae of' a different religion and t hey wil l regain under the new derm

cratic regime all the rights conferred by BwnaniSA ci t i zenship ! The draft 

ot the statute of nationalitie• prepared early i n December , 1944• forbade 

the 1nveet1gation of the ethnic origin of Rumanian citizens (Timpul, December 

6, 1944). In the bulletins issued by the official Bu.mllnian Statistical 

lABtitute, Jewa were no longer listed as a distinct ethni c group , but were 

claaa1f1e4 UDder the categorf •altiisl aedecle.rat1• (other• and :r2on-declared) o 
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t the Union of Rumania11 Jews led by All Rumanian Jewish groups. excep s tion to their new status of Dr. Wilhelm Filderman. d ecl~~e1 s;r= ~~:ncied that JcVJS be restored to the "Rumanians of the Mosa~c R~ g o~ h the had until the outbreak of the war status of a. national mino:ity w:~~h they abolition of this status. the Jews under international treaties. d under it while they have not yet gained have lost the rights they possesse , any practical results from their new status. 

9. Anti-Semitism 

Anti-Semitic tendencies have not diBapPeared in Ru.mania. Despite the 
announced policy of the new Rumanian Government and the preeence of Soviet 
troops. several anti-Jewish outbursts have occurred. .At Bucharest Universit 
anti-Semitic students refused to sit near Jews and demanded that the Jews be 
segregated on special @letto benches. A group of hoodlums. armed with pistols 
and bla~ackS. tried to cause riots in the Bucharest section. Violence !lar d 
in several Transylvanian to,Jns (in Cluj. Temesvar, Oradea Mara) when officials 
sought to re£tore o~upied Jewish homes and property. The Soviet authorities , 
while generally refraining from direct interference in the civil affairs of t he 
country, were obliged in this instance to aid the Rumanian authorities. 

The Jewish veteran leader, Dr . Filderillall. avowed that while the Jews mo. t natural ly press for the return of what is rightfully theirs. because they cann t otherwise maintain their existence, effort• to return their proper,y would unavoidably increase anti-Jewish sentiment, already deeply ingrained by the German occupation. 

The German sponsored pUpPet "Rumanian National Governmeia.t• of Boria Sima is conducting a viole~t 8llti-Semitic C8.C11)aign, identifying Jewa and Bolshevists and placing the responsibility for all the troubles in llumania on the Jews. The facts that a Jewish doctor, Ritter, haa been installed as mayor of Braaov, that the president of the local ComrmJRist party of Alba Julia ia a young Jewish Journalist and playwright. Alexandru. lelets (llein). 8Dd that a prom1na, Jewish llumanian Comnunist. Anna Pauker, the daughter of a" ahochet,• wae cloaely co1r nected with the replacement of Geueral Radescu• e Government by the lefti1t cabinet o~ Peter Grosa, have been largely ut1 lized for ant1-Jniah propaganda. Memb er• of the United Sta.tea section of the Allied Control Commission in 11uman1a who toured Moldavia early in January, 1945, repor\ed that "considerable atlSemitism is &pParent among the R'Ull'lBllien population.• According \o United States represmtatives. this phftomenon can be explained by the proportionately iacreaaed Jewish population in Moldavia due to the flight of many llumaniaaa from the area. Most to,ma they visited had at least a ~ Jewish p0pulatio11. tmgaged chiefly iJ:L commerce. Aleo the Jen beg&R to participate actively 1D the local administratioRs. uaually in the leftist parties. In J'ebruary, 1946, ti. ll'Wt1Nli81l Minister of the lRterior demalad,ed that the Union or Jewiah Community Council• issue a warning to Jewa against participation in •radical propaganda aimed at undermining confidence in the Government." Thi a the Union reJ ec,ea, 
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pointing out that Jews cannot be hel d collectively responsible for the 1 1 gr actions of iRdividuals and t hat i t was unfair to demand th t J op n ona 
take sides in Rumania's political controversies o a ewry as a whole 

lO o lmigrat ioR 

All eeriou.a observers of the J ewish situation in Rumania agree that large 

sections of Rumaaia Jewry deaire to emigrate and that mass emigration pr eseA t l 

the main solution for the Jewish problem in Rumania
0 

.Abraham L. Zi•s~ Rumanian J ewish leader SXld representative of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, declared '111 Decemberp 19449 that "the only solution to the 
problem of the 150,000 Rumaiiian Jf!llfa who are deprived of the meants of earning a 
livelihood, is emigration. About Z:0 \)0CO have alread7 made all preparations to 
go to Palestine, 8Rd their eituatiGn is deoperate because of the re~t r lctiona 
;n Palestine immigratioa.ee Dr o J llder•1>.0 who was always opposed to Zionism

11 
tated in November \hat •~o person of responsibility can have the sligp.test 

doub, of the necessity fQr unlimited imnigration into Palestineo• UI;lOn his 
return from the Balkaaa early in 1945, Eliahu Dobkin , deputy of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, reported that a.t least 8~ of the Jews survivi?l8 in 
llumaaia waat to go to Palestine and 500000 had already registered with the Pales
t111e of'flcea. U\er having toured Moldavia in January 9 1945 , J\merican members 
of the Allied Control Commissioa stated that ma.Dy Jewa "wish to leave Rumania 
since they feel the at&goni•m {ir t he Rumanian populatioJU is beyond cu.re o 11 

Edgar Snow, wr1~1ag 1a the Saturda.y Evening Pos] of August 26, 1944, on condi
tion• in Bu•aian occupied cities _of llumania, also refers to the overwhelming 
desire of the Jews to emig1~ate from iumania., A correspondent of the AmericaJ1 
Jewish Joiat Diatribution Commit tee, who is described as a tt close and reliable 
observer,• categorically stat es . that 11 the need for mass emigration from Rumania 
must be recbne4 with.• 

!he att1,w1e of the Bumaniaii Govexnment to Jewish emigr ation was formu 

lated by roreign Minister Cons tantia Visoianu, in November 9 1944, as follows: 

"lverJthiDg possible will be done to facilitate Jewish emigration, though thie 

does ROt mean that it ie in the interests of Rumania ; on the co».traryp it 1a 

llumania 81 4e•1re \bat t1- Jn• should remaiR in the countrf s as they have con

tributed largely to the progress of her national conomy 0 On the 0ther bando 

the Gover=--t 1• ut oppe .. d to Jewish emigration to Palestine and agrees that 

t ~ J iah State o 
II However. the there ia a neceaait7 :tor the establiebmeA ;. a ew 

Governmezlt 1nforme4 tbe Jewi1h Community Council of Bucharest that Jewish youths 

t be ermitted to leave the of bo th aezea over eighteen years of age will no P 

CO
me as a shock to Jewish leaders who had 

countryo Th11 &0venu11a, decision has 

been negotiatillg fer the trusfer of these youth1 to Paleat ineo 
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llo Revival of Comnunal Lif• 

Jewish social aX1Cl political life is gradually being revived. Aa early 
ae September, 1944, HI.AS-ICA reopened its office in Bucharest, the OSI renewed 
its work in Rumania, and Zionist organizations revived their activitiee. In 
Joveni>er, a conference of the Rumanian Sect ion of the World Jewish Congress 
took place. In Cernauti (Buk:ovina) two Jewish schools with a total of 1,086 
pupils opened their doors, and the formation of a rabbinical school by the 
.Aaaociation of Babbis from PQland, Hungary and Bumania, &11.d of a Y•h1va, s 
announced in December in Trausylvaniao 

The 1ederation of Jewish Comnunities is dealing with relief ad educ -tional matters. It consists of 28 members representing 7 Jewish groupa. The Zionist Organizatiou, the Jewish Party, the Union of llumanian Jewa, the Communists, th• Social Deroocrate, the Jewish Section of the lational Liberal Party &Ad the Jewish Section of the National Peasant Party have 4 delegate• each, the Chief Rabbi rnalring the 29th membero 

In August, 1944, the Rumanian Government established a G•eral Jniah Council to act as a central political represstative body for all the Jflll• of the country. The Zionist Organization BAd the Jewish Party r efuaed to participate, &Dd following growing internal disse aion, the governmeat diaaolved this body on January. 22, 19450 

SLOVAKIA 

lo yP.der Axis llule 

lhc, in March, 19:!9, the German Reich recognise the II iRdepe1ad•c•• · of SleTakia, the Jewiah population in this pUppet state numbered 69,000 aoula. lleports from official source• h Bratialava
9 published five year• later, indicated that from Karch to October 0 1942, the Jewiah pc,pulatioD had b•• reduced to 12,000, with 6,000 eugaged in skilled and professional occupations, aad the other 6,000 their dependeutlo Ou Karch 1 1944 

1 t t d th ~ I, 211 .,_. were 1u forced labor camps &lld that t~ numb;r ,.
0
:: r,:r f:.e a economic e11terprise1 waa ateadily diminiahiug

0 
By the middle 

0
~ 

1942 8011111 
54,000 to 57,000 Slovakiaii. Jewa were tranaferred to Ge • 4eperted Zaat. where they diaappeared. The Slovak Go 1"rDU1' &At ~;d~ there 5,000 Iron• for each deported Jew

0 vernmen .i--- Y9l'IDllll7 

.At the ead of a'Unlller, 1944 when the led ,._ 
• AA111Y •cored 1 ta flnt lmp01"-

ba11 l!lf,1118 I.JI BltTalcia, 119me 15,000 Jewa were still alive ill the coURtr7 
(accel'diag tg led CrGaa UlfQrmation). S&llD llach, Bltvalc Vice-l'resi4n.,, 
e.imounced at the time that Jews would no lollger be 
behave.• deporied •provided the7 aout 2,500 Jen, who were liberated f 

rom campa b cntral llnakt•, 
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and 4,000 to 5,000 from other districts, joined the partisan forces in an 

uprising aginst the puppet regime. All but a few of these Jews were captured 

and killed. At the same time, deportation• were resumed; 4,000 were deported 

in the middle of September and by the end of the month almost all the Jews of 

Bratislava were sent to an "unknown destination .• 

2. Liberated .Areas 

According to a Red Cross source, only 2 1 000 to 3,000 Jf!!Ws were left in 
Slovakia by the end of 1944. There are no Jews left in Eastern Slovakia. In 
Bumene, only 30 (out of 3,000 1n 1942) remain alive, and there are two or three 
Jews still living in ea.ch of the towns of Sekovce, Trebisov, and lledilaborce. 

All the Jews, except very few, have been wiped out in B'ungarian-annexecl 
and now liberated Subcarpe.thian llussiao In Ungvar there are 1 Jews left; in 
Berekeaa, ~; in Mind, 230; and in Sevlus, 120; these are all young people 
bet.,een 18 and 40 years of age, who were forced laborers during the Hungarian 
occupation. 

3. the Slovak National Council 

Certain parts of the liberated territory of Slovakia have been handed 

over by the Bed Army to the administration of the Sl ovak National Council 

(Slovenska larodna Bada, SRB). The SNB •et up headquarters in losice at t he 

beginning of September, 1944, in accordance with the ~eementa reached between 

ita representatives, the Czechoslovak Government and J'rantisek Nemec , the 

government delegate for the liberated territoryo The legal basis of SNR 1a 

authorit7 to act as administrative organ is the Decree on National Committees, 

Which was signed by President Benes on December 4, 1944. The two Slovak poli

tical parties, the Communists and the Danocrats, are represented in the SNllo 

There are no precise data on the policy adopted by the SIB with regard 
to the Jewieh question. According to reliable information, members of the SNB 
en route to Moscow, in 1ebruar7, 1945, stated that no automatic repatriation 
of deported Slovak Jfl#• will be permitted . Bach Jew who would like to return 
Will have to make &PPlicat ion to a apecial comm1a1ion0 which will permit return 
only 1n cases where the interested person •will be of benefit to the Slovak 
people.• '!hi• regulation - if and when carried out - would automatically 
exclude a large aection of Slovak Jews engaged in inn-keeping and anall trade 
which are not coneidered aa • contributing to the benefit of the people .• 
According to the aalDI 10urce, the Sd does not intend to give back aut~maticall7 
to the returning Jf/118 property confiacated f'rom them and •nationali1ecl or die
tributed among the Slovaka. It waa al10 reported that in the liberated areas , 
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commercial enterprises owned by Je,,.a and confiscated by the Germans will remain 
temporarily under state con t rol o A decree of the Slovak Rational Council aays: 
1 Al.l enterprises in the possesaion of persons of German nationality are to be 
~ontrolled by the state, including Jewish enterprises acquired under the anti
Jesi•h lawa or by private agreement o 1 

!hi• policy is obviously in atriki~ contradiction to the official stand 

taken by . the Czechoslovak Government, on whose authority the SNR is . acting. 

lhen.aalced, in May, 1944, what were the Csecboalovak Government intention• . 

concerning the repatriation . of Czech Jews and the restitution of their property, 

fresident .Bene• stated: 11 !he repatriation of all Czechoslovak citizens, Jew■ 

and non-Jew•, will .be accomplished by the Government. helped b,r the ~. im

mediately after the overcoming of transport difficultieao I &hall be glad to 

aee BDDng ua again, all members of our nation, without regard to creed or 

origin • . As to the restitution of Jewe to their former position, our l.awa do 

not make a difference between loyal citizens whatever may be their origin or 

religion.• 

atoe 
23076 

•••••••• 
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RELIGION 
in Present-Day Jewish Life 

MANY factors have tended to make religion of secondary importance in the 
life of our people. 

Religion, generally, has been pushed into a subordinate position in the Western 

World. Science has steadily divested it of many of its franchises. The satisfactions 
which men experienced in the increase of power, wealth and material well-being, 

yielded by science, placed the latter upon the pedestal which was formerly occupied 
by religion, whose gifts were now less prized and sought after. Science successfully 

refuted many pronouncements which were made by religion in its sacred texts con
cerning the universe, nature and man. This cast suspicion upon much else in religion. 
The separation of church and state, the growth in civil authority and the contraction 
of ecclesiastical authority, the secularization of education and, in the realm of specu

lative thought, the divorce of philosophy from theology-all these were both cause 
and effect of the diminishing importance of religion in modern society. 

Other forms of loyalty clamored for supremacy, nation, country, race, class. Each 
of these derived its sanctions and mandates from sources other than religion, and 

proceeded to construct systems of thought with little or no reference to it. 
The Jewish people left the ghettos of the Western World at a time when these 

secular movements were unfolding. The world from which the Jews emerged was 
thoroughly pervaded by religion. It had been thus pervaded for centuries. Every 

phase and activity of life was bound by its discipline. Nevertheless, the Jews yielded 
to the new temper of the age as readily as any other people. In some countries they 
not only caught up with the new secular mood of the Western World but out
distanced it in dogmatic ardor and intensity. 

There transpired among the Jewries of Western and Eastern Europe not only 
reform movements designed to revamp their religious ideas and practices, to "mod
ernize" them and to bring them into consonance with the new outlook of Europe, 
but also strong centrifugal movements away from Judaism altogether-movements 
of flight, not towards other faiths so much-these latter flights were dictated, as a 

rule, by careerism and social escalade-but towards religious negativism and indif

ference, expressed in non-affiliation with the synagogue and in a renunciation of the 
entire religious regimen of Judaism. 

This flight from Judaism was also motivated by strong political and economic 

considerations. Throughout the 19th century, Jews struggled for emancipation. 
They reached out after complete equality. They believed that their distinctive relig
ious beliefs and traditional way of life segregated them and disadvantaged them 
among men. They further believed that by surrendering them they would succeed in 

acquiring those rights and privileges which other peoples possessed. This political 

and economic motif behind the flight complex was soon rationalized into a system 
of thought, conveniently neutral and agnostic, which discounted religion generally 

and proclaimed that the scientific progress of mankind had finally outstripped religion 

3 
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and that while religion may still have a certain usefulness for the young, the ~oor a~d 
the unenlightened, cultured and prosperous folk can get along very well without 1t. 
All religious and racial differences were certain to be merged very soon in a common 
brotherhood of men, dedicated to the life of pure reason. The mighty accents of the 
American and French Revolutions and the other up-surging political struggles of 
the century reverberated through all this hopeful and wishful thinking. Thus En
lightenment and Emancipation were the Pied-Piper whose music beguiled many 
Jews away from their ancient loyalties and spiritual securities. 

The wealthy and the well-placed Jews especially pampered themselves with these 
comforting notions. The richer they became and the more important positions they 
occupied, the less need they had for religion. The upper classes which succeeded in 
reaching, if not the center, then at least the periphery of the non-Jewish world, were 
most supercilious in their attitude towards Judaism.When men are prosperous they 
find it easy to dispense with God-especially with a Jewish God. 

Fortunately not all Jews were of the same mind. Many refused to exchange 
spiritual treasures for material advantage. They saw neither the need nor the wisdom 
of it. They were of the opinion that if freedom and equality are to come to all men, 
they should come also to the Jews as a matter of ri~ht, as a restoration of that which 
belongs to them and to all men as a natural endowment, and not in payment for 
unwarranted sacrifices of religious convictions, a distinctive culture and an historic 
way of life. They furthermore suspected that the new millennium might turn out 
to be quite as much of a mirage as many others in the long past of Israel, and, on 
the basis of past experiences, they feared that should another such reaction in their 
political and economic fortunes set in, Jews would find themselves spiritually shat
tered, homeless and utterly bereft, unless they had the secured sanctuaries of Jewish 
life and faith into which to retreat for refuge and solace. Many other Jews, out of 
force of habit or because of the strong appeal of ancient ties and memories, remained 
constant. So that Judaism was not lost. 

Throughout the 19th and the early 20th centuries, wide and ominous cracks ap
peared in the beautiful facade of European Enlightenment and Emancipation. Start
ling eruptions of violent anti-Semitism occurred, at one time or another, in nearly 
every country of Western Europe. Medievalism raised its ugly head over and over 
again, either as a Magyar blood libel or a Germanic literary pogrom or a Gaelic 
"cause celebre" or an outright Slavic slaughter of Jews. The rains sadly disfigured 
the wall "daubed with whited plaster," and the foundations thereof were uncovered. 

Some Jews were quick to read these warning signs. They returned to their faith 
and their people as if to a shelter from a gathering storm. Others, however, persisted 
in their hypnosis, discounted these evidences of an underlying menace and blithely 
proceeded on their way. In the generation before the World War, Judaism in West
ern Europe touched bottom, and it languished also among vast sections of Jewry in 
the United States. 

Then came the World War which unleashed all the furies. Who can number the 
high hopes of mankind which perished upon its battlefields? What was apparently 
won, was actually sunk and lost in their bloody bogs-freedom, democracy, the self
determination of peoples, the rights of minorities and the vision of an international 
order based upon law, justice and peace. Out of the ten million graves of the need-
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lessly slain, there arose the dread ghosts of hatred, of national and racial passions, of 
arrogance and vindictiveness, of widespread want and bitter class struggle, and of a 
dread stampede towards force, violence and terror as life's sole technique. These 
ghosts are dancing today their "dance macabre" in the hearts of men and nations. 
Civilization is plunging into darkness and chaos. A paganism far more crass and 
cruel than that of antiquity is engulfing the whole Western World. 

For the Jewish people, the World War and its aftermath spelled Golgotha! A 
quarter of a century of mounting disasters and calamities culminating in the unpre
cedented horrors of recent months. Great Jewish communities, rich in history, culture 
and achievement, among whom the dream of a free, enlightened and tolerant hu
manity was most ardently cherished, have been plunged into Hell. Gone for them 
are Enlightenment and Emancipation. Gone are the dreams of human brotherhood 
and equality. Gone are the beckoning horizons of great careers and great service. 
Gone are all shelter and all security. Gone, even, the scant and tenuous security of 
the ghetto! Into exile, broken, stripped and impoverished, they must go, even as 
their forefathers before them, who knew neither Enlightenment nor Emancipation. 
From countries and homes where they had known dignity, honor, power and wealth, 
Jews, in their mounting legions, must now wander forth, bewildered and disillu
sioned into a bewildered and disillusioned world. 

For the world, generally, stands today bewildered and disillusioned. The strong 
and sure foundations upon which it had builded its life have been rudely shaken. 
That high optimism which fed upon truly remarkable achievements in every scien
tific field has vanished. Marvelous had been the vistas which opened up before the 
eyes of men in the preceding century. Men could dream then and men did dream, 
unabashed, of a glorious and uninterrupted progress for mankind, of an unending 
conquest of nature, and of building, in a world of abundance, a civilization free from 
all poverty, ignorance and war. "In the nineteenth century", wrote Victor Hugo, 
"war will be dead, the scaffold will be dead, hatred will be dead, frontiers will be 
dead, royalty will be dead, dogmas will be dead, man will begin to livel" But here 
we are in the twentieth century, and war is not dead, the scaffold is not dead, hatred 
is not dead, frontiers are not dead, royalty is not dead, dogmas are not dead, and man 
is beginning to die. The vista which stretches before our generation today ends at 
the edge of a wilderness. For twenty-five years now, men have lived in a world of 
mounting hate, intolerance, and bigotry, of revolutions, invasions, wars, of the rise 
and fall of empires, and amidst the slaughter of millions of their kind. Great peoples 
have destroyed their liberties and enslaved themselves. Millions of men cower today 
in terrorized submissiveness. The wealth of nations is being drained in preparation 
for wars which will also drain the lives of their people. The mind of man, trained 
and sharpened by generations of scientific education, is now applied to the perfection 
of the war technique. So that the discoveries which science records in our day in such 
great numbers no longer fill the hearts of men with pride or enthusiasm. They sus• 
pect that these things will not contribute either to their happiness or security, or to 
greater decency in the world. The human spirit stands today frightened, weighted 
down with apocalyptic foreboding, as if awaiting the crash of doom. 

The thoughtful among men have accordingly begun to search earnestly for some 
way of salvation-a road away from disaster. They are seeking desperately hard to 
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rediscover that vision which was somehow lost amidst the brilliant pageantry of scien
tific achievement in the last century, to the hurt and sorrow of the world. They un
derstand now what the wise men of the earth have always known: that increased 
knowledge does not necessarily mean increased goodness or happiness, that facts are 
not in themselves blessings, that "truth can make us mad as well as free," that the 
prolongation of human life is not the same as the improvement of human life, that 
the acceleration of a process does not always insure a finer product and that change 
does not necessarily spell progress. They realize now that the fault is not with science 
or education or democracy, as such, but with the interpretation which men put on 
them, with the omnipotence and autonomy which they ascribed to them, and with 
their failure to understand that science, education and democracy are means and not 
ends in themselves. 

What has been tragically missing in our civilization has been the compelling 
and coordinating belief in the great human goals which religion, and religion alone, 
has set for mankind, and towards the attainment of which science, education and 
democracy must contribute, if they are to fulfill their sole function. Mankind lost 
sight of these goals. Therefore human progress today has no clear direction. Good 
material and good tools are not enough for the builder. He must have a plan. To 
build a noble and enduring society, it is not enough to have wealth and intellect. 
Mankind must be possessed of the architectural plan, which the spiritual vision of 
man designed, and it must have the will and loyalty to follow that plan. That will 
and loyalty only the moral sense of man can provide. Without faith in God, the real
ity of spiritual vision as well as the sanctions of morality are quickly denied and 
rejected in the world. 

Mankind's way of salvation is the way which leads back or forward to God. 
In the same way, and even more earne tly, are thoughtful Jews reaching out 

today for the religious vision of Jewish life. For ours is a double measure of disil
lusionment and a double measure of misfortune. More than any other people do we 
require today the everlasting arms of a great religious conviction to sustain us. 

To thoughtful Jews it is becoming increasingly clear that there are no substitutes 
in Jewish life for religion. Neither philanthropy nor culture nor nationalism is ade
quate for the stress and challenge of our lives. All these interests can and must find 
their rightful place within the generous pattern of Judaism. But the pattern must be 
Judaism, the Judaism of the Torah the synagogue and the prayer book, the Judaism 
of the priest, the prophet, the saint, the mystic and the rabbi, the Judaism which 
speaks of God, and the worship of God, and the commandments of God and the 
quest of God. Most eloquently did Moses Hayyim Luzzatto, in his "Misillat 
Yesharim"-the Path of the Upright-define Judaism in terms to which every classic 
teacher of Israel, I am sure, would have subscribed: 

"We thus see that the chief function of man in this world is to keep the com
mandments, to worship God, and to withstand trial. The pleasures of this world 
should be only the means of affording that contentment and serenity which enables 
man to apply his mind to the fulfillment of the task before him. All of man's striv
ings should be directed toward the Creator blessed be He. A man should have no 
other purpose in whatever he does, be it great or small, than to draw nigh to God 
and to break down all separating walls, that is, all things of a material nature, be-
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tween himself and his Master, so that he may be drawn to God as iron to a magnet. 
He should pursue everything that might prove helpful to such nearness, and avoid 
everything that is liable to prevent it, as he would avoid fire. In the words of the 
Psalmist, 'My soul cleaveth to Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth me fat' (P. 63:9). 
Since man came into the world only for the end of achieving nearness to God, he 
should prevent his soul from being held captive by the things which hinder the rea
lization of that end." 

Our leaders would do well to understand this. Our people, and more especially 
our youth, require, now that Jewish life is entering again upon an age of persecution 
and martyrdom, more than the example of generosity towards our unfortunate bro
thers overseas, and more than the example of a valiant defense of Jewish rights at 
home. They require the example of the practice of Judaism, as Luzzatto defined it: 
"to keep the commandments, to worship God and to withstand trial"-the e ample 
of religious discipline, piety and sacrificial loyalty. These leaders must help us to 
rebuild our inner worl~, now that our outer worlds are beginning to crumble again. 

There have been many false prophets of "ersatz" Judaism in our midst who have 
frequently misled our people. There were those professional social-workers who an
nounced that a full complement of scientifically administered hospitals and orphan
ages and other social agencies was a sufficient "vade mecum" for the Jewish people, 
and that the synagogue and the religious school were quite unnecessary. At best they 
were to be tolerated only as a concession to those who still take such things seriously, 
and in order not to create unpleasant friction in the community. Such social-workers 
had many ready adherents among our would-be assimilated and rich Jews. 

There were certain Jewish educators who re nt d h intrusion of religion in 
their ultra-scientific curricula. Judaism, they said, wa not a religi n, but a way of 
life-that is to say, their way of life, which of course, was non-religious or anti
religious. Jewish education should, therefore, not be religious at all, only national
istic and linguistic. At best the religious note might be smuggled in, but only as a 
concession to old-timers and cranks who don't know any better. 

There were those Jewish spokesmen who offered Jewish nationalism as a sub
stitute for Judaism, forgetting nationalism as such, unredeemed by a moral vision 
and responsibility, has sadly fragmentized our world, provincialized its peoples and 
is driving nations madly from one disaster to another; forgetting, further that there 
is a widely-felt and widely answered need for religion and religiou institutions even 
among peoples, whose national life is already fully established in their own lands and 
who are possessed of a rich national culture. Amos, Isaiah and Jeremiah felt the need 
to preach religion-God and obedience to God's moral law-to their people even 
though they were established as a nation in their own land and spoke their own 
language. It is not possible to brush aside the spiritual needs of Jews in the diaspora, 
and their problems of survival as Jews in lands outside of Palestine, where most Jews 
will continue to live, merely by talking long, loud anc enticingly about Palestine. 
The upbuilding of a Jewish national home in Palestine is one great, urgent and his
torically inescapable task of Jewry. The upbuilding of Jewish religious life in 
America and elsewhere throughout the world, inclusive of Palestine, is another. One 
is no substitute for the other. One is not opposed to the other. 

Again there were other Jews who advised their people that Judaism can well be 
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laid aside, now that the proletarian Messiah has already appeared in the land of the 
Slav, riding upon a droshky, and the Kingdom of Heaven was near at hand. 

All these false prophets have had their clamorous hour among us. But their 
hour is over. Thoughtful Jews are turning to the sure and classic highways of Jewish 
life and thought. We are not likely to be beguiled again, at least the men of this gen
eration, by these prophets and their alien teachings. 

Humanity has sickened of its Godless civilization. Because the spiritual inter
pretation of human destiny was allowed to languish, other interpretations have come 
to life and are now driving mankind mad. For when God is dethroned, His throne 
does not remain vacant for long. Some false god, some Wotan, Moloch, Mammon or 
Mars soon occupies it. Because the ideal of the Imitation of God was banished from 
the hearts of men, the imitation of some Satan is now the ideal. In place of piety, 
reverence, humility, compassion, self-sacrifice, other qualities-insolence, cruelty, 
aggression and combativeness are now extolled. Because men have rejected the ideal 
of the sanctification of human life under God, they now have a world in which 
human life is cheap, in which the stature of the individual has been reduced, his 
rights usurped by the state, his labor a commodity and his life just a statistical item. 
Because the world rejected God, it rejected also Man, fashioned in the image of God, 
possessed of a sacred and inviolable personality, endowed by His Creator with certain 
inalienable rights. Because men have ignored the sovereignty of God's moral Law, 
they have a world in which men, parties and governments have set themselves up 
above all law. Where there is no longer the Law of God, there ensues the law of the 
Duce, the Fuehrer, or the Commissar before which all men must tremble. 

Now that lights are going out everywhere in the world, men are turning to the 
Light of God. 

Jews can do no less. Jews will do no less. I sense an incoming tide of faith among 
our people, a faith charged in some instances with deep mysticism. It should not sur
prise us and it would be in keeping with similar moments in our past history, if 
our age should witness a strong mystic movement among our people. Such mystic 
movements followed the expulsion of the Jews from Spain and Portugal at the close 
of the 15th century and the appalling disasters which overtook Polish Jewry in the 
17th century. The present-day expulsions of the Jews from Germany and Austria, 
the dismal plight of Jews throughout Eastern Europe, the stress under which Israel 
finds itself everywhere, coupled with the distressed mood of mankind generally, may 
give rise to a strong mystic movement which will express itself in religion, literature 
and art and in personal habits of thought and conduct. 

In a sense, the problem of the survival of Judaism is much simpler in our day 
than at any time in the past. Our leaders need no longer expend the energy which 
was expended during the last century to persuade Jews to remain Jews. The doors 
of escape from Jewish destiny have been shut. The choice confronting intelligent 
Jews today is a very simple one. They have realized that God has not placed the 
shears of destiny-to be, or not to be-in their hands. Forces which they have not 
summoned are driving all would-be escapists back upon their people. Somehow there 
has always been an element of unavoidable compulsion, of the inevitable, in Jewish 
experience. It is the "Ba'al Korcha" element, the quality of shunless destiny. It was 
under such compulsion, the Rabbis declared, that our forefathers accepted the Torah 
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at Mount Sinai ... "And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all; in 
that ye say: 'We will be as the nations, as the families of the countries, to serve wood 
and stone. As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with an 
outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, will I be king over you ... And I will 
cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bonds of the covenant.'" 

The choice today is not between survival and extinction, but between doom and 
destiny, between burden and mission. Shall we live our Jewish lives greatly or 
meanly? Shall Jews walk "darkling to their doom" or advance confidently and ex
ultingly to their destiny along the eternal road which stretches from Ur of the 
Chaldees to the distant messianic lands of "Acharit Ha-yamim''? Shall we quarrel 
with our fate and beat helpless hands against the unyielding bars of circumstances 
or shall we, by a miracle of faith, remembering that "stone walls do not a prison 
make" cease to be the unwilling prisoners of circumstance, and in the service of 
God, and of God in man, become magnificently free? 

"The slave of God-he alone is truly free." Our choice today is between the 
"01 Malkut" and the "01 Malkut Shamayim"-between the yoke of earthly king
doms, which is grievously hard to bear, and the yoke of the Kingdom of God, 
which makes all other yokes easy to bear. 

What hands shall weave the loom of our future years? Our own hands, tender 
and skillful, drawing the golden strands from our own treasures of wisdom, piety, 
passion and dreams, which all the goodly folk from Abraham to our own day have 
stored for us, or shall alien hands, rude and unsympathetic, weave the web of the 
destiny of ourselves and our children? 

Now that many doors are closing, should we not open wide to our children the 
doors leading to the treasure-troves of their own people's spiritual and intellectual 
wealth, for their future sustenance, inspiration, solace and pride? The days ahead_ 
will be hard days for them. Until the world completes the latest stage in its economic 
transformation and steadies itself again, after a long, violent period of readjustment, 
Jews, because they are everywhere an exposed minority, easily blamed and easily 
victimized, will be hammered on the anvil of every world event. The days ahead 
will be hard days for our children, but they need not be ignoble or unrewarding 
days. Give them their total heritage-the copious bounty of Judaism-the Torah, the 
synagogue, the prayer book, the noble literature and the beautiful language of their 
people. Give them the millennial companionship of their kinsmen and their kins
men's heroic faith and dreams and their matchless saga and they will be matched 
with their great hour. They will then come to understand what it is in our heritage 
that has kept us alive; what it is that laid waste the paganism of the ancient world 
and now finds itself again in mortal combat with another paganism which 
it is also destined to destroy; what it is that makes their people the brunt of attack 
whenever privilege, power and reaction make a major onslaught on the precious 
hopes of mankind, and why the ancient ideals of their people are forever the battle
cries of upstruggling humanity. They will then come to understand that it is not 
because we are weak or unworthy that barbarous governments have vowed to de
stroy us, but because we are strong, and they fear us. Not us, but the faith which is 
in us, the torch which is in our hearts and the passion which is in our blood for the 
prophetic mandates of our Jewish heritage, for justice, freedom, brotherhood and 
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peace, for the vision of Ir Ha-Tzedek, Kiryah Ne'emanah, the City of Justice, the 
City of Faith, in place of the Ir Ha-damim, the City of Blood, built upon the pride 
of blood and upon glory drenched in the blood of the conquered, the despoiled and 
the slain. These reckless adventurers of Power, who have put all ethics, all science 
and all religion in the service of a design for Power, who have made all ethics re
lative to tribal temperament and national interests and only Power, absolute, who 
have forced upon civilian life the discipline, the dumb obedience, the drill, the bar
rack room, the court martial, the censor, the espionage system, the whole code, com
plex and outlook of the military, and, by so doing, have destroyed civilian life com
pletely, these present-day heirs of the tradition of Ishmael-the "Pere Adam," the 
Wild Man, "whose hand is against every man and every man's hand is against 
him," these heirs of the traditions of Esau, the Hairy Man, the "lsh Tzayid," who 
sees life only as the hunter sees the hunted, and who delights "to live by his sword," 
-these abhor and dread the tradition of Jacob, the "lsh Tam," the man seeking per
fection through rational and moral pursuits, "Yoshev Ohalim," content to live in the 
peaceful tents of work and study, devoted to the greatness of morals instead of the 
morals of greatness ... 

And understanding this-and understanding further that they must now be
c.ome the active trustees of this classic tradition of civilization-they will, along with 
all other men of good will, feel themselves challenged. They will not be ashamed or 
cast down. They will face their world without fear or apology. They will not seek 
the world's approval-only God's. They will not be afraid of hostile voices-only of 
their own voice when silenced in fear. The insolence and naked impudicity of the 
heathens who rage will never humiliate them, only their own apostasy, back-sliding 
and fear. They will try to be worthy of their great hour of testing! 

For each young heart will say: I stood with Abraham in his lonely vigil and read 
the destiny of my people in the stars. With Isaac I built the altar of a patriarch's stern 
faith and ultimate sacrifice. At Jabbok's ford I learned to wrestle through the night 
with the dark angel of despair and to wrest a blessing at the break of dawn. With 
Joseph I dreamt the dream of sheaves and stars and climbed the steps from a dun
geon's pit to a prince's throne. I wandered with Moses, an alien prince among an 
alien people. Unshod, I knelt with him before a vision in the wilderness, and from 
within the inextinguishable fires of God I heard the Voice summoning to duty and 
freedom. I saw the lightnings and the clouds, and heard the thunder roll around Mt. 
Sinai, and witnessed the everlasting covenant between my people and its God. I 
learned how to suffer and hunger in long and weary marches to reach a promised 
land. I was with Joshua fighting at Gibeon, and with Deborah by the waters of 
Megiddo, when the stars in their courses fought against Sisera. I stood with the blind 
Samson in his agony, and heard the wild cry of his desperate courage as he pulled 
down the temple over the Philistines. I heard Samuel admonish his people to remain 
free, and not to reject God by enslaving themselves to a king. I listened to the harp 
of the shepherd king, David, and saw the great king cowering before the righteous 
wrath of the prophet, and bowing in contrition before the majesty of the overarching 
Law of God. I prayed with Solomon in the Temple which he dedicated as a House 
of Prayer for all peoples, and I learned of a God Whom Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens, cannot contain, and Whose compassion extendeth to all, even to the 
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stranger who cometh out of a far country. 
I marched with the resolute band of the prophets who came to destroy old 

worlds and to build new ones. I shuddered at the wrath of their spirit as they lashed 
out against oppression and injustice, against false gods and gilded idols, against blind 
leaders and lying prophets. I warmed at their infinite compassion for the weak, the 
denied, and the wronged. From them I learned the nature of Mission and what a 
raging fire within one's bosom and unfulfilled mandate of God may become. 

I wandered with my people by the slow-moving rivers of Babylon, and I heard 
their oath of deathless loyalty "If I forget Thee, 0 Jerusalem, may my right hand 
forget her cunning." I entered their humble and improvised synagogues, and I dis
covered that prayer and devout study are beautiful, and as acceptable to God as the 
sacrifices of the priests in the Temple, and the songs of the Levites. 

I returned from captivity, and standing with those who rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem, I learned how a people can build upon ruins. I sat with the sages and 
scribes who piously taught and interpreted the word of God, and molded a people's 
reverence for its spirit enshrined in a timeless Book. I moved among the mountains 
of Judea, pulling down the heathen altars, with the lion-hearted sons of the Macca
bees. I saw the miracle of a single cruse of spiritual oil inexhaustibly illumine the 
rededicated temple of their faith. I was the companion of the gentle Hillel who re
vealed to me the whole of the Law in the single kernel of neighborly love; and of 
Akiba who knew how to inspire a revolution, defy an empire and die a martyr. 

And then into the long dark exile I wandered with my people, into many lands 
over which cross and crescent reigned, and I walked with them the weary highways 
of the world. I was with them when they drank deep out of the bitter chalice of 
pain, humiliation, cruelty, and hate. But never did I fail to sense the stress of their 
imperious vision, their pride of a great past, their hope of a greater future, their 
superb courage, their unflinching faith. Philosophers, poets and saints never failed 
them in the lands of their dispersion, and the light of their Torah was never ex
tinguished. 

And then I saw the night lift and the dawn break; and into a reborn world, 
drenched with a new light of freedom and justice, I marched with them exaltingly. 
I heard the shackles fall from off their limbs. I saw the radiance of their emanci
pated minds and hearts. I beheld them, mounting as on eagles' wings, rising to bless 
the world with matchless gifts of heart and mind in every field of human creation. 

And now I see the night descend again, and into the dark and the storm my 
people are wandering forth again. Shall I leave them now? Can I leave them now? 
Shall I part company with this immortal band? They have become too dear and 
precious to me. The urgency of their pilgrimage is now coursing thru my own blood 
too. Their beckoning shrine is now the shrine of my quest also. Like unto the first 
pilgrim, out of Ur of the Chaldees, I, too, seized by the hand of God, am listening to 
the Divine summons: "Get thee out of thy country ... and from thy father's house, 
unto a land which I will show thee ... and I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a 
bl • " essmg ... 
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