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ROOM 704 
55 WEST 42 STREET 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

iITTEE 

. 

A 
L 

L 

\ u. ~ 
~ \ 

e1eqse /il 
EINSTEIN HEADS LIST OF CO-CHAIRMEN FOR TESTIMONIAL TO DR. SILVER 

J ~ MANY PROMilIBNT FIGURES JOIN TO HONOR ZIONIST LEADER 
,~ l4i-t \ 

New York -- Professor Albert Einstein heads the list \if~. 
of prominent leaders ""\ 

from all v;alks of life who arc acting as co-chairmen of the testimonial dinner being 

tendered to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, on March 21st in the Grand Ball­

room of the Hotel Commodore, New York City. 

The dinner, plans for which were initiated by the Zionists of Ne,v York, 

will pay tribute to Dr. Silver for his outstanding leadership of A erican Jewry over 

many years and for his great contributions to American thought and public welfare. 

Dr. cilver served as national chairman of the United Palestine Appeal fo~ seven 

years. His vigorous leadership of the P.merican Zionist Emergency Council throughout 

the past year is generally regarced as his most notable accomplishment . 

In addition to Professor Einstein, the co-chairmen include Hon. M. aldwin 

Fertig, prominent New York attorney and President or the Bronx Zionist Re ion; Ra bi 

Wolf Gold, leader of World Mizrachi; Hon. Nathaniel L. Goldstein, Attorney-General 

of Nevi York State; Professor I orace . Kallen, of the New School for Social Research; 

Fro~essor Mordecai M. Kaplan, of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Emanuel Neu ann, 

Zionist leader and former member of the Jewish Agency Executive: David Pinski, 

poet-playwright and leader of La or Zionism; Charles J. Rosenbloom, Treasu~er 

of the United Palestine Appeal; Hon. Carl Sherman, former Attorney-General of 

New York State; Supreme Court Justice 'eier Steinbrink, and Pierre van Paasscn, 

noted e.uthor. 

~ark ugarman is treasurer and Abraham Goodman, Treasurer of the Zionist 

Organization of America, is secretary of the dinner committee, which is still in 

formation. 
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E R3LEASE 

ew York-- The Tri-StHte ionist Re~ion, co~prisin almost 9000 mem era of 

the Zionist Or. anization of America ~rom Pitts urLh, ~es ern Pennsylv•nia , 

pa rts of ··,eat Vi r 1,inia and. S.1stern Ohio, h:is un9.ni!l.ously adopted a r"" elution 

deplorin5 the breach in th~ American Zion is , mov eu:ent and deir,andinl Dr. At b 

{i lel ilver 1 s recall o political lea ership . his waa announced today oy 

the newly-forrr.ed A::..l'!ric n Zionist Policy Uomr:.ittee. 

he r;o 11.x.ittee disclosed th t at a joint rr;e e in of the exl"!cut i.v e and 
• 

'ld1r.i iatr~tive corna:itte~s of the Tri-State R~ i.on held on Febru r y 11th t 

the ~'/illi m Penn Hote , Pittebur._,h, a d' scuoaion o ~' the con ,rov rs ; within he 

Zionis Or ~aniz~tion o~ America took place. JudEe Louis Levin~hal, of 

""ilad lpr.ia, wro had • i.d re ,30 ed he m,etinL nn I he Kxi,> ns:on Fund o f' he 

. c.A . ," J!.irtic' :-'J.te in he :iis cus:Jion an delivere a len ...., thy addr~ss 

criticizing Dr. ilver and defendin~ -,he z.o.A. Ad:,inistr!ltion 1 s ac ions. 

Or. ~u:·.nuel Neumann, 01' New York, :ho h'i · Bt>oken earlier on '1The olitic•.l 

itua ion in he.e r :as ," re1ut d Jude Levin h l's re ~arks a~ r~preoented 

the pro-Silver poin o • view. 

l ~}~ concl~ ion o th~ iscussion ani after oo-h si es had .e~n ; lly 

pre. ent~d, th rree inG voted un ni ouely to recall Dr. Silver to leadershi. 

2/15/ ::> 
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POR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL STAFF INSCRIBES DR. SILVER' S NAME IN GOLDEN BOOK 

- - -
New York-- The entire staff ot the American Zionist Emergency Council has 

inscribed Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's name in the Golden Book of the Jewish National 

Fund •with affection and esteem,• it was learned here today. 

In ~ recent letter to nr. Silver, the !mergency Council eteff said: 

•0n December ,0th, 1944, the entire staff of the American Zionist &nergency 

Council decided to inscribe your name in the Golden Book of the Jewish National 

Fund. 

"At a later date you will reoei•the certificate, whi ch we did want to 

reach you on your birthday, but technical delays in its preparation have un­

fortunately made this imposeible. Therefore, please accept thi e letter in its 

stead, as a token of our high regard, and with our very beat wish•••" 

, 
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Accpptancea to national \ council of Zionist Pglicy Committee aa ~t 2/19/45. 
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Oh.(lat Lt.) A.J.Feinberg 
Camp Robinson, 
Little Rock, Ark. 
(Formerly ijammond, Ind.) 

Rabbi GeEeHillel Kauvar 
Denver, Colo. 

Samuel Umanelcy, 
Meriden, Conn. 

Loui• Linderman 
New Haven, Conn. 

Jack A. Goodman, 
Indianapolia, Ind 

Lazure L. Goodman 
Indianapolia, Ind 

Louia Sutin 
Terr• Haute, Ind 

Sam w. Rivkin 
Davenport, Iowa 

Dr. Abraham G. Fleiachman 
Dee Moine■, Iowa 

Rabbi Carl anello 
Wichita, Kansas 

Herman Handmaker 
Louiaville, Ky 

Rabbi Jacob J. Gittleman 
Louiaville, Ky 

Rabbi David Raah 0 
Louieville, Ky 

Meyer Kaplan 
Alexandria, La 

Israel Bernstein 
Portland, e 

Samuel Keiaer, 
Baltimore, Md 

Joe w. Spector 
Baltimore, Md 

Joa. B. Abram• 
Boaton, Ma•• 

David Gour•• 
Fall River, Maae 

Irving Uaen 
Newton Centre, Ma•• 

Philip Slomovitz 
Detroit, Mich 

Rabbi Morton M Applebaum 
Flint, Mich 

Harry K. Goldenberg 
Duluth, Minn 

Rabbi Harry argolia 
st. Paul, Minn 

Rabbi Gershon Hadae 
Kanaaa City, Mo 

Dr. Alex Se Wolf 
St. Louia, Mo 

Rabbi Oacar Fleiechaker 
Portamouth, N,H. 

Dr. Sidney Denbo 
Burlington, N.J. 

Rabbi Max Weine 
Camden, N.J. 

Max Tieger 
Elizebeth, N.J. 

Henry Roaenbaum 
Plainfield, N.J. 

Dr. Jacob Shohan 
Weet Orange, N.J. 

Iarael Kramer 
Trenton, N.J. 

Arthur Ravel 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

Judge Emanuel Greenberg 
Brooklyn N.Y. 

Maurice Bernhart 
Brooklyn N.Y. 

Thoma• Cohen 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Loui• J. Gribitz 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Philip La■sar 
Brooklyn, N.l!. 

Kalman I. Osto• 
Brooklyn, NY 

Seymour Leibman 
Brooklyn, NY 

J.I.Rudavaky 
Brooklyn, NY 

David Spiegel 
Brooklyn, NY 

Morri• Weinberg 
Brooklyn, NY 

Morris A. Zeldin 
Brooklyn, NY 

Marcus Abraham 
Bronx, NY 

Samuel Judenf-reund 
Bronx, NY 

Arthur R. Lebenson 
Bronx, NY 

Mo••• Rubinaon 
Bronx, NY 

r 

Leo Wilaon 
Bronx, NY 

Abraham Zerman 
Bronx, NY 

lt•dor Pine 
NYC 

Leon'-• Kohn 
NYC 

Abraham Mazer 
NYC 

Dr. Se Margoehea 
NYC 
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Jacques Torczyner 
NYC 

Jacob J.Bernstein 
Jamaica, L.I. NY 

Sol Cohen 
Richmond Hill L.I. NY 

Bernard Davidson 
Lawrence, L.I. NY 

Robt J. Glaea 
Long Beach L.I. NY 

Bernard P'uller 
Laurelton L.I. NY 

Sol Low 
Forreat Hilla L.I. NY 

S.J.Perry 
Laurelton L.I. NY 

Samuel Pe Rose 
Fluahing L.Ie NY 

Rabbi Abraham Kellner 
Albany, NY 

Albert Goldman, 
Rochester, NY 

XUJIMI 
Julius Goodman 
Troy, N.Y. 

Rabbi Wm B. Silverman 
Gastonia, N.c. 

I. Papermaeter 
Fargo, N.D. 

Gershon Fenster 
Tulsa, Okla. 

Chas E. Schwartz 
Akron, Ohio 

Dre Edward M. Feiaan 
Canton, Ohio 

Dr. r.M.Falk:man 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Marvin A. Xane 
Cleveland, Ohio 

A.M.Luntz 
Oleveland,Ohio 

A.W.Neumark 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Judge Joe H. Silbert 
Vleveland, Ohio 

Sidney N. Weitz 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Lester D• Alexander 
Toledo, Ohio 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer 
Toledo, Ohio 

OeHeAltschuler 
Youngatown, Ohio 

Philip Frishberg 
Bethlehem9 Pa 

Rabbi Abraham B. Shoulaon 
Erie, Pa 

A.L.Buch 
Harriaburg~ Pa 

Dr. Samuel M Sparka 
New Kensington, Pa 

Rabbis. Newberger 
Oil City, Pa 

Prank Brown 
Philadelphia, Pa 

Jacob B Hoffman 
Phila Pa 

Jacobs. Richman 
Phila Pa 

Dr. I.A. Abram• 
Pittaburgh, Pa 

Max Engelberg 
P1ttsburgh Pa 

Samuel Goldatock 
Pittaburgh Pa 

Judge Benj Lencher 
Pittaburgh Pa 

Charles Rosenbloom 
Pittsburgh, Pa 

Elli• Brodatein 
R@ading, Pa 

ark Sugarman 
So Coateaville Pa 

Lester Cohen 
Uniontown, Pa 

Rabbi Wm G. Braude 
Providence, R.I. 

Sam Berlin 
Charleston, s.c. 

Rabbi Soloman D.Goldtarb 
Charleaton, s.c. 

Ben Arnold 
Columbia., s.o. 

Ben D. Marke 
Corpus Chriati, Texaa 

George J. Bergman 
Burlington, Vt. 

Max A. Silver 
Seattle, Waah 

Lawrence M. Brile 
Fairmont, w. Va 

N • Harriaon. 
Wheeling,•• Va 

Simon Mayer 
Charle■ton, W.Va 

Rabbi Theodore H. Gordon 
adiaon, liac 

Alex Hµmelman 
Milwaukee, Wiac 

IDIIXIMUXUIDll 
Rabbi Louie Swichlcow 
Milwaukee, Wiac 

Elkan Vooraanger 
Milwaukee. Wiac. 
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, .. _../ Rabbi C. E. Hillel Kauvar, Denver, Colorado 

Chaplain (1st Lt.) A. J. Feinberg, Camp Robinson, Little Rock, Arkansas 
( Formerly of Hammon , Indiana) ~.,,_,,, 

U. L. GoodJBn, Indianapolis, Indiana 

Sam I. Rivkin, Davenport, Iowa 

Rabbi Carl Manello, Wichita, Kansas 

Meyer Kaplan, Alexandria, Louisiana 

Israel Bernstein, Portland, Maine 

Jos. W. Spector, Baltimore, Maryland 

Harry K. Goldenberg, Duluth, Minnieota 

Rabbi Harry s. Margolis, st. Paul, Minnieota 

Dr. Alex S. Wolf, st. Louis, W~eeouri 

Rabbi Oscar Fleiehaker, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

Dr. Sidney Denbo, Burlington, New Jersey 

Dr. Jacob B. Shohan, West Orange, New Jeraey 

-
Abraham Zerman, Bronx, New York .. ,, 
Leo Wilson, Bronx, New York 

Judge Emanuel Greenberg, Brooklyn, New York 

David Spiegel, Brooklyn, Nn York 

Morrie A. Zeldin, Brooklyn, New York 

Maurice Bernhart, Brooklyn, New York 

Jaoquee Torczyner, New York City 

Samuel P. Rose, Pluehing, Long Island, New York 

s. J. Perry, Laurelton, · Long !eland, Ne1' York 

Bernard Davideon, Lawrence, Long Island, Kew York 

Robt. J. Olaes, Long Beach, Long Island, New York 

Sol Cohen, Richmond Hill, Long Ialand, New York 

I. Papermaeter, Pargo, North Dakota 

A. M. Lunts, Cleveland, Ohio 

,. 
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Manin A. Kane, Cleveland, Ohio 

Gershon Fenster, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Phillip Fr1ahberg, Bethlehem, Panneylvania 

Lester Cohen, Uniontown, Pennsylvania 

Rabbi Im. G. Braude, Providence, Rhode Island 

Sam Berlin, Chgrleaton, South Carolina 

Lawrence M. Brile, Fairmont, West Virginia 

Rabbi Theodore H. Gordon, Madison, Wisconsin 

Alex HimmelDBn, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Rabbi Louie Swichkow, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

• 
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American Zionist Policy Committee 
55 WEST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 18, N . Y. 

FOR I'wfMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. SILVER URGES ZIONISTS TO MOBILIZE BEHIND VIGOROUS, MILITANT POLICY 

Ne\'I York - In response to numerous inquiries addressed to him 
regarding Prime Minister Churchill ' s statement on the Palestine question and 
President Roosevelt's brief reference to the Jewish pToblem there, Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, of Cleveland , today made the following comment: 

"Prime Minister Churchill's statement with regard to the Palesti e 
question and President Roosevelt's passing reference to the Jewish problem there 
will come as a shock only to those who have been misled into expectin~ an imminent 
decision favorable to our cause. fr . Churchill has made it clear that no decision 
on Palestine has been taken, nor is one contemplated until the end of the ar . In 
my opinion there was never soli ground for anticipatin a positive pro-Zionist 
declaration to issue from Malta, Yalta or Egypt. I made no secret of my views, but 
always cautioned a~ainst false hopes and unfounded optimism. Repeatedly I warned my 
fellow Zionists that our battle was far from won and advocated a policy of constant 
vigilance and unrelenting militant action along our whole political front to ensure 
ultimate victory . For this I was bitterly attacked and my policy deno~~cej by those 
who thought they knew better, ~ho imagined themselves to be in the kno.v, an who 
fostered a false atmosphere of inflated expectation. They attached exa1;., 6 erated im­
portance to their personal standing in official circles. They decried public agita­
tion and the pressure of public opinion as harmful and a Congressional Resolution on 
Palestine as superfluous , untimely and inconsequential . They believed the time had 
come for our ' diplomats • to take over. Events have proved them to be hopelessly in 
the wrong. The new Zionist line they have adopted already stands defeated and dis­
credited . 

"
1 'here do we go from here? Are we to be doomed again to subs st on pled es 

while fulfillment is repeatedly deferred? It is pertinent to recall that it is now 
almost slx years since the hite Paper was issued and almost five years since 
Mr . Churchill took office . During these years Jewish blood has flowed in torrents 
but the Palest ne issue still remains where Chamberlain left it . No doubt a few 
crumbs of con elation will be thrown our way in the form of some immigration permits -
granted perhaps 'with Arab consent, • as envisage in the White Paper - in lieu of tho 
basic political solution so long overdue and so persistently postponed. 

"In the face of this new and bitter disappointment , our movement must re­
cover its sense of reality , shake off illusions and gird itself for the great struggle 
which still lies aread . ~e must rally our forces and mobilize all our resources once 
more for a united, all out effort to bring about tha realization of our historic 
aspirations . The future of Israel is a t stake . This is no time for wealmess and 
cautious ' moderation .• The moment calls for high courage and a return to a vieorous , 
militant policy." 

#9 - 5/7/45 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE 
55 WEST 42 STREET 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

TEL. L. 4-7319 

April 5, 1945 

Some weeks ago you, together with 145 other leading American Zionists, 
called on the President of the Zionist Organization of America and the American 
Zionist Emergency Council to restore unity in Zionist ranks through "the reorganiza­
tion of the American Zionist Emergency Council, the adoption of a firm line of 
political action and the prompt recall of Dr. Abba Iillel Silver to leadership." 

The Council's answer sent to you on March 26th has been called to our 
attention. That letter reveals not the slightest intention on the part of the 
pres nt leadership to heal the breach and rectify the wrong committed last December, 
despite the fact that the Zionist masses have made their wishes unmistakably clear. 
You and many others have made specific recommendations and requests. Thelen thy 
letter you have received boils itself down to a flat refusal to comply with these 
requests. Out of its plausible verbiage emerges a simple and categoric 11 No." 

The Council's letter attempts to make up for the lack of any construc­
ti -e approach to the problem by a series of statements inaccurate as to fact, parti­
san in tone and spirit and constituting an attack on Dr. Silver and his numerous 
supporters throughout the land. It is impossible to answer these statements fully 
in this memorandum. V.'e will confine ourselves to a few observations. 

1) "A Co-Chairmanship was established for the first time when Dr. Silver 
was elected Chairman of the Executive Committee." This is incorrect. During 1940 
and 1941 the Council was headed by three Co-Chairmen-Dr. Wise, Mr. Louis Lipsky and 

r'. Robert Szold. The group in control of the ZOA carried on an unceasing agitation 
directed against one of the Co-Chairmen, Mr. Lipsky, insisting upon his elimination 
from any position of leadership or responsibility in the Council. They succeeded in 
that purpose but failed to raise the activities of the Council to the required level. 
And the political fortunes of the Movenent had sunk to an extremely low ebb when 
Dr. Silver assumed the responsibilities of leadership in the fall of 1945. 

2) It would appear from the letter as if the discovery was made last 
December that the Co-Chairmanship was unworkable and the Council was faced with the 
necessity of electing a single Chairman. No su h crisis would have arisen but for 
the persistent efforts of a small group to defeat the es ential purpose of that ar­
rangement, which was to provide for the central1zed direction of the political work 
by electing Dr. Silver as the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Emergency 
Council and Co-Chairman of the Council as a whole. This was generally understood at 
the time, following a public announcement made by Dr. Wise on August 5, 1945, which 
read as ollows: 

"Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, for 
long one of the most distinguished figures in Zionism, will be summoned to leader­
ship in the sphere of political affairs by becoming the Co-Chairman with me of the 
American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs and assuming also the Chairmanship 
of its Executive Committee, the body responsible for the centraliz~d d:rection of 
our political efforts." 

This arrangement, dictated by necessity, was irksome and disappointing 
to a few individuals who made repeated attempts throughout 1944 to circumvent it by 
various expedients in order to promote their own ambitions. It is against this 
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background that one must judge the bland statement that the Co-Chairmanship "proved 
unworkable." This "conclusion" was the consummation of months of maneuvaring behind 
the scenes, designed to force Dr. Silver into a secondary position or, failing that, 
to bring a.bout his elimination. 

5) That the issue of militancy is definitely involve1 is confirmed by 
the attitude of the ereat body of American Zionists and of the Jewish press. They 
realize that militancy is not a matter of words but of the spirit: an inflexible de­
termination to press Zionist demands relentlessly against odds however great and in 
the face of opposition however powerful, as against a weak-kneed policy which re­
coils when serious obstacles are encountered. The mass of Zionists recognize that 
Dr. Silver best typifies this militant spirit so desperately needed at this time. 

4) The letter quotes a statement made by Dr. Silver at the time of his 
resignation that he was remaining a member of the Council. It conveniently forgets 
to quote another part of the same statement of December 28th in which he reserved 
the right to fight publicly for his Zionist convictions, principles and policies. 
These were his words: 11 I shall continue to e.dvocate ... a policy in vhich timidity, 
appeasement and backstairs 'diplomacy• will have no place." 

It is a significant reflection of the mentality of those who forced his 
resignation that they should wish to muzzle the free expression of Zionist opinion, 
whether on the part of a distinguished leader or the rank and file. 

5) The letter has much to say about the democratic process and the 
necessity of abiding by decisions democratically arrived at. In the light of the 
historical record, this must be set down as so much cant . The actions of the con­
trolling group in relat ion to Dr. Silver and his policies constitute the grossest 
violation of the democratic spirit which has occurred within the Zionist Movement in 
years. On October 16t h, before the internal crisis was precipitated, a National 
Convention of the Zionist Organization of America, meeting at Atlantic City, unani­
mously passed resolutions expressing confidence in Dr. Silver's leadership and ap­
proval of his policies. The Convention also unanimously called for the early passage 
of the Palestine resolution through the Congress of the United States. Yet, within 
a few weeks thereafter, a handful of ZOA leaders, in defiance of the will of the 
Convention and of public opinion, took it upon themselves to frustrate Dr. Silver•s 
efforts and to force his resignation. Following a course unprecedented in Zionist 
history, they instituted what amounted to impeachment proceedings against a great 
Zionist leader and his removal from high office. Since then, resolutions passed by 
scores of Zionist districts and regions throughout the count ry have proved beyond 
any doubt that the great majority of organized Zionist s disapprove that action and 
insist upon the recall of Dr. Silver. The latest instances are those of the Tri­
state Region, numbering about 9000 members, which passed such resolutions unani­
mously a few weeks ago, and the Ohio Valley Region, regarded as a stronghold of the 
ZOA Administration, which passed a similar resolution on March 18th after a full 
presentation of the ZOA point of view by one of its leading officers. The position 
of the controlling group is thus in clear violation of democratic principles as it 
is in conflict with the sentiments of American Zionists. 

6) The letter insinuates that Dr. Silver and his supporters - more 
particularly the American Zionist Policy Committee - are engaging in rival political 
action. This insinuation is baseless. Neither Dr. Silver nor any person connected 
with this Committee has attempted to carry on independent political action either in 
Washington or elsewhere. We have particularly avoided carrying the internal con­
troversy into the general press. The Emergency Council has had an absolutely clear 
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field, free of any interference or obstruction. We have communicated and will con­
tinue to communicate with our fellow Zionists, to foster an aler·t public opinion 
among our people and to encourage the free expression of views and judgments regard­
ing the problems confronting the Zionist Movement. This is not only our democratic 
right but also our duty under the circumstances which prevail. In doing so, we are 
encouraged by the responsive attitude of Zionist leaders throughout the country and 
the remarkable unanimity with which our views are supported by the Jewish press. 

7) The letter further charges Dr. Silver and his friends with spreading 
an unjustified pessimism regarding the political situation and "hindering the ful­
fillment of an effective program of action ... These are astonishing statements to 
come from the -Emergency Council. So far as the political situation is concerned, our 
evaluation of it is moderate indeed compared with the articles and editorials which 
have appeared in the Jewish press following the public statements by Mr. Churchill 
and President Roosevelt, the fai l ure of the negotiations with Arab leaders, the con­
tinued enforcement of the i~ite Paper and the lack of any indication of a change of 
policy. Indeed, no statement emanating from us has struck as pessimistic a note as 
the editorial "Still on the Waiting List" appearing in the current number of Palestine, 
official organ of the Zionist Emergency Council itself, from which we quote the con­
cluding sentences: "The intent of the White Paper is being achieved while we are 
waiting. The land promised the Jews will be closed to them in the moment of their 
greatest distress. In effect, for all practical purposes, the~ggment for which 
they are advised to wait with patience end confidence, will hsve been rendered a­
fain st tr.em." 

As for the accusation that we are hindering the fulfillment of an ef­
fective program of action, it is devoid of a scintilla of truth. On the contrary, 
we have repeatedly impressed upon our friends orally and in writing that it is their 
duty to carry out the directives of the Emergency Council in the sphere of political 
action. And according to our information, all Zionists are doing so to the best of 
their ability. Raising this charge bears all the earmarks of an alibi that is being 
prepared to explain the failure to achieve more substantial results than the present 
leadership has to its credit. 

8) The only "action" taken by the Council in response to the telegram 
addressed to it by 146 leading representative Zionists has been to send a letter to 
Dr. Silver inviting him to attend a meeting of its Executive Committee (of which he 
is not a member) in order to "discuss the political situation!" Dr. Silver in his 
reply did not refuse to attend one or more meetings but pointed out that this invi­
tation can hardly be regarded as a solution of the problem or even as a serious step 
looking to its solution. In addition to t he expressions of American Zionist, Dr. 
~eizmann had cabled to Dr. Wise as well as to Dr. Silver urging that immediate stops 
be taken to liquidate the controversy and to reestablish a united Zionist front. 
Lr. Silver has repeatedly indicat ed his willingness to confer with Dr. Wise in ac­
cordance with Dr. Weizmann•s cabled r equest but thus far Dr. Wise has not indicated 
a willingness to attend such a meeting . 

The time is getting short! For years we were doomed to witness the tide 
of Nazism and Fascism closing in on the Jews of Europe while the democracies moved 
scarcely a finger to save them. Are we now to witness the rising tide of Pan-Arabinm 
closing in on the Jewish National Home while we are advised to contain ourselves 
with patience and wait a little while longer? The least that a responsible leader­
ship can do at this moment is to bend every effort to reestablish a united Zionist 
front in the face of the dangers which confront us. 
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NEW YORK 18, N. Y. For Im~e iate Rolea e 

AMERICAT ZIONIST POLICY COMM .TT :.iE LAUNCHED; 
WILL PRESS FOR DR. SILVER'S POLICIES 

GROUP TO FUNCTION WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF Z. O. A. 

-- The American Zionist Policy Committee, which will function both 

nationally and locally within the framework of the Zionist Organization of America 

in order to "press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy such as has been 

exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver," was launched 

this week by a group of prominent Zionist leaders throughout the country, headed 

by Charles J. Rosenbloom of Pittsburgh. 

In a letter sent to a number of leading American Zionists, Mr. Rosenbloom, 

who is treasurer of the United Palestine Appeal and former treasurer of the 

United Jewish Appeal, listed the purposes of the American Zionist Policy Committee 

as follows: 

"(l) To deepen Zionist thought and the understandin of Zionist 

problems on the part of our lay leaders and the rank and file. 

"(2) To advocate and press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy 

such as has been exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

"(5) To strengthen the Zionist Organization of America from within by 

developing a vigorous and informed public opinion among its membership and an 

intelligent interest in national affairs. 

"(4) To revitalize the democratic principle basic to our movement so 

that the composition and policies of the national administration shall reflect 

the will and temper of the great body of American Zionists." 

Mr. Rosenbloom emphasized that the Committee's activities "will in 

no wise interfere with the political work of the Zionist Emergency Council. As 

Dr. Silver has repeatedly urged, all constructive Zionist efforts must be carried 

on with undiminished vigor." 
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ssailing the Z. 0. A. administration's action info cin~ Dr. Silver's 

elimination from the political leadership of American Zionism "after year of 

prodigious activity and unprecc ented political ac iever:i :.1t," Mr. Rose bloom 

eclared: "That such incredible things could happen in t .. e 10..y they di olnts 

to serious internal conditions which must be corr.e ted if we are to avoid major 

setbacks. The leac.eT hip of the Z. O. A. has revealed an a
4
pallin0 ineptitu'e r~· 

an incapacity to deal in a statesmanlike manner with such crises as are bo' .11 to 

arise. It haD acted precipitately and arbitrarily. It has either. mistaken t}e 

sentiments of the great bo'y of .American Zioni~ts, or deliberately ignored them." 

The American Zionist Policy Committ e is establiEhin~ offices at 

55 West 42 Street, t~ew York 18, N. Y. 

The text of hr. Rosenbloom•s letter follows: 

"
1 ·e have all been shocked and bewildered by the events of the u3t 

weeks. Suddenly and ithout , .. ming we learned that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has 
been eliminate from the olitical leadership after a year of rodigious act~--ity 
and unprecedented politic 1 achievement. 

"This blow to our movement ~as dealt by the ZOA administration without 
troubling to ascertain the views and wishes of its constituents. No attempt vas 
made to compoce differences among the lea ers and precerve Zionist unity. All 
ropocals for a cooling off eriod, 11 counsels of mo eration were rejected. 

'I'he Emergency Council vms hastily •reorganized' with a slate of officers rhich 
added no new talent, but excluded the stron6est figure in American Jewish life 
and the most dynamic and resourceful leader in American Zionism. Th s, at a most 
critical tim-, vie have been confronte with a fa:· t a compli, an open breach a. a. 
bitter controver~y. 

to seriou 
setbacks. 
incapacity 
arise . It 
sentiments 

"That such incre ·ible things could happen in the Viay they di po.'.nts 
intern 1 conditions thich must be corrected if we are to avoid major 
1he leadership of the ZOA has revealed an a palling ineptitude and an 
to deal in a statesmanJike manner ith such crises as are boun to 
has acted precipitately and arbitrarily. It has eit.er mist ken he 
oft e great body of .American Zionists, or deliberately ifnorcd them. 

11 This is but the climax of a general trend which has lonrr disturbed 
many thoughtful Zionistz. ide by side v ith the gratifyina numeric· 1 erowLh of 
our or aniz~tion, there has been going on a moral deterioration at its center and 
a steady weakening of its demo·cratic fiber . Lay leaders in all communities ha. e 
been receivin orders and assignments ~hich they have cheerfully carrie out , 
but they h e not been ncouraged to express themselves or to particip~te 
effecti ely in the hap ne of Zionist policy . 

"Vitally important osts and coJLmittees in the no..tional setup have 
1:een increo..singly filled y mere satellites or y ersons Vlho e.re considered 
' Sa.J.e .' Criticism is frO\·med ur,on and the critics eliminated . Esteemed nd 
seasoned Zioni·t leaders , such as Emanuel reumann, Elihu D. Stone and others have 
been re laced ty res-men lac.ing their standing, experience or qualifications . 
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Even our National Convention - the ultimate source of democratic authority -
has all but lost its original character of a deliberative assembly and has 
become a sounding board for a small group of leaders who occupy its platform 
year in, year out. 

"Today the impo~tant political gains we have made under Dr. Silver's 
brilliant leadership are imperilled. There is a danger that the militant spirit 
he has infused into our ranks will be allowed to die a.~d his dynamic policy 
abandoned. There is danger that when the powerful momentum he has imparted is 
spent, our movement will i ·elapse into the state of auto-paralysis and political 
impotence in which it was bogged down before Dr. Silver took over the responsi­
bility from the very hands which are now lifted against him. 

"The time has come for those of us who are leaders and workers in 
our respective communities, and are deeply concerned about the future of our 
movement to act and make our influence felt. To this end a number of us have 
decided to associate ourselves nationally under the name of the American 
Zionist Policy Committee. Its purposes may be briefly stated as follows: 

"(l) To deepen Zionist thought and the understandL~g of Zionist problems on 
the part of our lay leaders and the rank and file. 

"(2) To a vocate and press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy such as 
has been exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

"(3) To strengthen the Zionist Organization 0£ America from within by developing 
a vigorous and informed public opinion among its membership and an intelli­
gent interest in national affairs. 

"(4) To revitalize the democratic principle basic to our movement so that the 
composition and policies of the national administration shall reflect the 
ill and temper of the great body of American Zionists. 

"Our activity will in no wise interfere with the political work of 
the Zionist Emergency Council. As Dr. Silver has repeatedly urged, all con­
structive Zionist efforts must be carried on with undiminished vigor. Our 
Committee will function both nationally and locally within the framework of 
the ZOA. It will carry on a campaign of education. It will also lay plans 
for carrying out necessary reforms in our organization. 

"We have taken this initiative upon mature deliberation and after 
con ultation with Dr. Silver., who, we hope, will head our committee in an 
active or honorary capacity. 

"On behalf of my associates and myself, I invite you to indicate 
your adherence to our views and your willingness to serve on the national 
council of the American Zionist Policy Committee now in formation. 

-30-

Very sincerely yours, 

Charles J. Rosenbloom" 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

146 LEADING AMERICAN ZIONISTS DEMAND UNITY 

CALL FOR EMERGENCY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION, MILITANT POLICY AND RECALL OF DR. SILVER 

New York - - 146 leading American Zionists have called on the President of the 
Zionist Organization of America and the American Zionist Emergency Council to re­
store unity in Zionist ranks through "the reorganization of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council, the adoption of a firm line of militant political action and the 
prompt recall of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to leadership." 

In a telegram sent to the Z.O.A. President and the Emergency Council, they 
declared: • 

"We are deeply perturbed by statements of Churchill and Roosevelt in relation 
to Palestine which have been received by Zionists with feelings of keenest dis­
appointment. This blow comes at a time when we have been weakened by a breach in 
our leadership and resultant controversy and are also embarking on independent UPA 
campaign. We earnestly warn of critical situat ion developing with serious con­
sequences to our organization and Zionist cause. Prompt action required to heal the 
breach and restore to our movement its full strength, unity and sense of confidence. 
We urge Emergency Council and Z.O.A. Administration to take immediate steps towards 
(1) Reorganization of American Zionist Emergency Council, {2) Adoption of firm line 
of militant political action, (5) Prompt recall of Dr. Silver to leadership. This 
should be done in a spirit of devotion to highest interests movement at moment of 
grave emergency when fate and future of Jewish people are at st ake." 

Zionist leaders from BO states and the District of Columbia signed the telegram. 
They include 36 members of the Z.O.A. National Administrative Council, as well as 
many delegates to the 1944 National Convention of the Z.O.A. 

The signers are: Dr. I.A. Abrams, Pittsburgh, Pa.: Joseph B. Abrams, Boston, Mass.; 
Irving Abramson, Paterson, N.J.; Marcus Abramson, Bronx, N.Y.; Lester D. Alexander, 
Toledo, Ohio: O.H. Altschuler, Youngstown, Ohio; Rabbi Morton M. Applebaum, Flint, 
Mich.; Ben Arnold, Columbia, S.C.; Dr. Ilie Berger, Providence, R.I.; George J. 
Bergman, Burlington, Vermont; Sam Berlin, Charleston, S.C.; Francis J. Berman, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Oscar Berman, Cincinnati, Ohio; Maurice Bernhart, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 
Israel Bernstein, Portland, Maine; Jacob J. Bernstein, Jamaica, L.I., N.Y.; 
Joseph H. Eiben, Rochester, N.Y.; Lawrence M. Brile, Fairmont, W. Va.; Rabbi Wm. G. 
Braude, Providence, R.I.; Ellis Brodstein, Reading, Pa.; Frank Brown, Phila­
delphia, Pa.; A.L. Buch, Harrisburg, Pa.; Jack B. Cohen, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 
Lester Cohen, Uniontown, Pa.; Paul Cohen, Bronx, N.Y.; Sol Cohen, Richmond Hill, 
L.I., N.Y.; Thomas Cohen, Brooklyn, N.Y.: Arthur I. Darman, Woonsocket, R.I.; 
Bernard Davidson, Lawrence, L.I., N.Y.; Benjamin J. Deft, Lawrence, L.I., N.Y.; 
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Max Engelberg, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Dr. F.M. Falkman, Cleveland, Ohio; Dr . Edward M. 
Feiman, Canton, Ohio; Chaplain A.J. Feinberg, Camp Robinson, Little Rock, Ark.; 
Isadore Fine, New York City; Dr . Abraham G. Fleischman, Des Moines , Iowa; 
Rabbi Oscar Fleischaker, Portsmouth, N.H.; Rabbi Leon Fram, Detroit, Mich.; 
Philip Frishberg, Bethlehem, Pa.; Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Toledo, Ohio; Bernard 
Fuller, Laurelton, L.I., N.Y.; Irving Galt , New York City; Rabbi I.J. Gerber, 
Fitchburg, Mass.; Rabbi Jacob J. Gittleman, Louisville, Ky .; Robert J. Glass, 
Long Beach, L.I., N.Y.; Harry K. Goldenberg, Duluth, Minn.; Rabbi Solomon D. 
Goldfarb, Charleston, S.C.; Albert Goldman, Rochester, N.Y.; Samuel Goldstock, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Abraham Goodman, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Jack A. Goodman, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Jacob Goodman, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Julius Goodman , Troy, N. Y.; Rabbi Theodore IL 
Gordon, Madison, Wisc.; David Gourse, Fall River, Mass.; Judge Erranuel Greenberg , 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Louis J. Gr ibetz, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Rabbi Gershon Hadas, Kansas City, Mo .; 
Joseph Halbert, Atlantic City, N.J.; Herman Handmaker, Louisville, Ky.; H. Harrison, 
Wheeling, W.Va.; Robert A. Hess, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Alex Himmelman, Milwaukee, Wi8c.; 
Jacob D. Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Samuel Judenfreund, Bronx, New York; Marvin 
A. Kane, Cleveland, Ohio; Meyer Kaplan, Alexandria, La.; Rabbi C.E. Hillel Kauvar, 
Denver, Colo.; Samuel Keiser, Baltimore, Md.; Rabbi Abraham Kellner, Albany, N.Y.; 
Leon A. Kohn, N.Y.C.; Israel Kramer, Trenton, N.J.; Philip Lassar, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 
Arthur R. Lebenson, Bronx, N.Y.; Joseph Leonard, Allentown, Pa.; Judge Benjamin 
Lencher, Pittsbu~gh, Pa.; Joseph Lerner, Newark, N.J.; Max Levy, N.Y.C.; Samuel 
Leitman , Brooklyn, N.Y.; I.M. Lieberman, Jacksonville, Fla.; Louis Linderman, 
New Haven, Conn .; Sol Low, Forest Hills, N.Y.; Phil W. Lown , Auburn , Maine; 
A.M. Luntz, Cleveland, Ohio; Rabbi Carl Manello, Wichita, Kansas; Rabbi Harry 
Margolis, St. Paul, Minn.; Dr. S. Margoshes, N.Y.C.; Ben D. Marks, Corpus Christi, 
Texas; Simon Mayer, Charleston, W. Va.; Abraham Mazer, N.Y.C.; Morris Mendelsohn, 
Youngstow, Ohio; Rabbi Arthur H. Neula.nder, Richmond Hill, L.I.; Emanuel Neuma.m1, 
N.Y.C.; A.W. Neuma.rk, Cleveland, Ohio; Rabbi S. Newberger, Oil City, Pa.; Kalman 
I. Ostow, Brooklyn, N.Y.; I. Papermaster, Fargo, N.D.; Samuel J. Perry, Laurelton, 
L.I., N.Y.; Rabbi David Raab, Louisville, Ky.; Isidore Rabinovitz, Swampscott, 
Mass.; Jacob Rabinowitz, Boston, Mass.; Jacob E. Raffel, New Castle, Pa.; Arthur 
Ravel, Albuquerque, New Mexico; Jacob S. Richman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Sam W. Rivkin, 
Davenport, Iowa; Bertram Roberts, Kew Gar ens, L.I.; Samuel P. Rose, Flushing, L.I.; 
N.Y.; Henry R9senbaum, Plainfield, N.J.; Charles Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Moses Rubinson, Bronx, N.Y.; J. I. Rudavsky, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Leo F. Sack, Hudson, 
N.Y.; Albert Schiff, Columbus, Ohio; Chas. E. Schwartz, Akron, Ohio; A.L. Shalowitz , 
Washington, D.C.; Harry Sheskin, Kansas City, Mo.; Dr. Jacob Shehan, West Orange , 
N.J.; Rabbi Abraham B. Shoulson, Erie, Pa.; Samuel A. Shuman, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Judge Joseph H. Silbert, Cleveland, Ohio; Max A. Silver, Seattle, Wash.; 
Rabbi Wm. B. Silverman, Gastonia, N.C.; Philip Slomovitz, Detroit, Mich.; 
Dr. Samuel W. Sparks, New Kensington, Pa.; Joseph M. Spector, Baltimore, Md.; 
David Spiegel, Bklyn, N.Y.; Prof. I. Sternberg, Eveleth, Minn.; Elihu D. Stone, 
Boston, Mass.; Mark Sugarman, So. Coatesville, Pa.; Louis Sutin, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Rabbi Louis Swichkow, Milwaukee, Wisc.; hCax Tieger, Elizabeth, N.J.; 
Benjamin Tober, Portsmouth, N.H.; Jacques Torczyner, N.Y.C.; Irving Usen, 
Newton Centre, Mass.; Elkan Voorsanger, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Rabbi Joseph H. Wagner, 
Wheeling, W. Va.; Morris Weinberg, Bklyn, N.Y.; Rabbi Max Weine, Camden, N.J.; 
Samuel B. Wein.stein, Portland, Ore.; Sidney N. Weitz, Cleveland, Ohio; Leo Wilson, 
Bronx, N.Y.; Dr. Alex Wolf, St. Louis, Mo .; Fred Yenkin, Columbus, Ohio; 
Morris A. Zeldin, Bklyn, N.Y.; Abraham Zerman, Bronx, N.Y. 

#11 - 5/13/45 
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