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SPECIAL li__E 11 S ARTICLE 

9.4.44 
WASHINGTON SECTOR !1 ZIOHlSM' S BArri':1LE 

By B EP.lJ/1 .. RD LER..t' SR 

In the following ar'ticle a't1 Inrl.L~pendent Jewish P1~ess 
Service staff writer ~ev:te"!✓S rt : eer: s act t-vitiea of 
the reorga:1ized Amcr:~'.Jan Z\onic·~ ~ .1EY~r;enc:." Cou:1;11 
under the joint lendGJ."eh ip of ~),,..c Abba :·-I i .1-le...: ~-111ve r 
and Dr. Stephen Se 't!t/ise, and po:_nts ·co cxtPrria..L 
dangeJ'."s menacing the Zionist po8i tionr::i and the Coun­
cil rs achlevements . 

• . • The Edi tor 

Iraq's former Premier Nuri cs-Suj_d Pasha is r0pr,:i:•ted crm.ing 
to the ~ni ted States to establieh headqua~:--J·ers i'oJ: t::1e advoca y of his 
Greater Sy):la plan which :r'o_les ot~t soveJ:e::.r_;ni t~r for Pa.lestine anc1 wou1.d 
abolish th9 Jewish 1,Ja tirinc1l Homo. Arab po::..1 ti cians arc meet nr~ in Df'm­
ascus, BoiPut and Cair8, and nro sched::led to meet in Aiexnndrio. for 
the pv.x-poso of crunou:t'laging 1 by concerted. a·~tacke on Zionism, .;~hoir 
failuJ.~e to bring a'b1.: 1;_ t Jc11esloi1 nmong ti1cl~:-, e:tntcso A:,,-,a-o pa"t·ll:-1.!'1onts 
have protosted the adoption of the Pales tine p .t nnks by America: s ·0wo 
majo:-:i parties . Fort·.1ne ma ~az1-ne pointo· out the urr-sency of the United 
States de·cer..mining its Iviidd16 East; po.1:lcy, espccia1..Ly with roga~d to 
Palestine. In this corr:plex picture, Am01:--:i.oan Zlonl&m faces new t0sts , 
new obli;sntions. It is Ghe:r.of:)J:'e aporopriate to review, as the yea~ is 
coming to an end, twelve montho' ac ~lvl t .. r by the roorganizc_d Am_c:ric&.n 
Zio:iist ID'·1cJ:,gency Council under the joint chairmanship of Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver and lJ:1:- .. Stephen oo Wise . 

During 1942 and the first ha..Lf' of 1943 1 the years when t:h e 
caus e was anathema in !ashington, Of:i."' 1 oia:Ls quart e '.l'."S there grew increas-
1 ngJ..y rot i cent on t .1e subject o t '2 io ni srn, and mce sages addressed to 
Zi0nist 6 athcrings be on.me inc:r.·ensj ngly cautious, vague and non- comni t­
tal. At the s e timu repx•esentativos of the G()\re:r.~ent, or at :teast 
the Str .te Department) wex'e eng·1ged in an effo.:--t to J1scourage Senators, 
Congressmen a:r.d others from exp~"."'essin6 the1-riselves in favor of Zionism. 

Matters went so fax- thnt a joint statement was planned by 
Prime Minister Churchil:L and Pres lde:1t Rooscve. t, demanding a cessation 
of all discussion of the PJ.lestine questi "' n, a . lan ·which was fortunaiBJ.,)• 
shel vod af·c er strcnu,;us effox·ts mo.de by Zionist lenders . The effort 
was repeaccd in anot~1e'l'.' fo ... , when a . ittle .lator it was suggested by 
the St~te Dept. that th, pr~j0cted ioldlng of an American Jewish Con­
ference be " postponed" aa bl~1~1 unt~molr in view of discussions with 
Ibn Saud. By the sumrner ol' di~ the pclj_~~ical situation was nt an 
extremely ..Low ebb . The Zi•·) nis•c Fmergr,ncy Council :t.ad done some good· 
work c.1.nd a considernble aMount of' p:C'opaga:nda ·ind agitation had been 
carriod 011. The Amerlcan Pale- -cine OonaJ."'~tee had been organized as fa,:' 
back as l9·(i:l and subs equen·~ly the Cnristian Council for Palestine was 
est< b '.Lishod. Other s1gn1.ficant steps n.ad bEen taken . There was never­
theless a widesp:t'oad feeling that by far not enough was being none . 

( Continued on Page 2o) 
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Reorganiz e~ Council 

The feeling of concern and even bitterness among Z1011 i st s wa.s 
enhanced by the growth of the Bergson group. It was felt that they w ex·(_ 
thriving on the inad.0ouacies of Zionist political activity a nd wo'-:-e 
building u p for theMselv es an 1ncreasing:i.y stron g posi t i on in .7asllinr:;tor 
and t h r ou ghout the country. 

It was at this time that the American Zionist Emergency Cou n­
cil was r eo rganized with Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co-chairmano The 
Eme'.l'.'gency Council, r oo1"'ganized with a comprehensive prog:r.am of nctlvl­
ti os , and i ncreased p ersonnel, and a pennanent off ice in Washi n 0ton , 
~gtnbltshed•:~. a • new •. • procedure of Zionist presentation. 

The new program and the new policy r equired also a new bu dget 
ten t imes as large as the budget with which the work had been ca:t:iried 
on in t he past. ln ndoquate staff wna installed in TTnshington. Th:r.ouf,' 
ou t the cr)untry local Zionist Emorg 0ncy Committees were est ablished 1.n 
hundreds of comnuni ties who received const ant direction and insp ira tj_or. 
from h oadq~arters. 

Community Organization 

By Decemb :·r the first oonfe:rence of X'epres entatives of i~he 
local Einer;;ency Comm:tt te cs was held in Cl eveland. There detai lt::d plans 
and pro grams weX'e d:tscuss ed and agreed upon and t h e local leade:t's giv e:'. 
full instruct i ons to make a strong bid foX' winning public opinion and 
insuring su11port of influential cit1 zens a nd political l eaders cvecy­
wh al'.'e. A s econ d con f erence took place i n May in Washington, D.C. Ther 
had thus come into being n powerfu l machinery, r ep resenting hundY' cds 
of cor:111uni t i es, highly organized, and closely knit. 

The Palestine Resolutions 

An important step, of course, was the int roduction of the 
Pales t ine Resolutions in both houses of Congress. Through the intro­
duction of the Resolutions, and the h earings on them, one great and im­
mediat e objective was realized. The conspiracy or silence was broken 
a nd the Zionist issue was placed upon the agenda as one of the g reat 
a nd. buX'nin :-- auestiona of the day and part and parcel of the great dcbat { 
going on r egarding the shape of the poetwn.r wrld. 

The def erment of action on the Resolu t i ons precipitated so e­
thing of a crisis, the first serious crisis which the America n Zionist 
&:.c:,:,gency Council had to face since Dr. Silver assumed l eadership . 

Apart from the g:t1eat public agi t ation and education, t h e Reso­
lutions also produced the historical declaration of President Ro osevelt 
on M 1.,ch 9 that the United States Government had never approved the 
Whit e Paper of 1939 and that "full jus tice 11 would b e done to those who 
were soolcing the Jewish National Home. The stat ement was given by the 
P:residffit to ·Dre,.· Silva' and Wise ae a sort of como cnsat ion foX' the temporar· 
shelving of the Resolutions, To the present ~ Y i ~ is the only hopeful 
official statement of a public charact er which t1. e Zi onist lea rship 
has been able to obtain ·either here 01" in England. and a promissory note 
bearing t he signature of the President of the Unite1 States. 

( Contlnued on Page 3c) 
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The Palestine Planks 

The a.gi tat ion in connection ·with the CongX'ess Resolu t1nns 

also car.~ied over to the Republican and Democratic National Conventions 

held in Chicago, both of which adopted excellent Palestine planks in 
their platforms. This was the X'esult of months of cnX'eful preparnti0r 
undertaken under the loadcX'ship of Dr. Silver, who attended the Republ :_, 

can Convention. After the adoption of tho plank by the Republican C0r 

vention, cruno the plank adopted by the Dernocratic Convention, which wa . 

attended by Dr. Stephens. Wise. In both cases, however, a grnit dPal 

of' work was done by the repres entati vcs of the Emergency Council on th0 

spot. This is the first time in American history that Palestine was 
included ln the party platforms, which strengthens the Zionist posi t:tor 

immensely and paves the way for the eventual adopti0n of a Jewish Com­

monwealth Resolution by Congress. 

Thia is a brief summary of the achievements and inevitable 
fru.strations of the American Zionist Emergency Council. In consid~r-.nf 

what the Council has done in 1944 against the background of the X"~ 

stricted activity of 1942-3, one cannot omit reference to the per.son ... 

ality of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver who stood at the helm of this :r.eor en­
tRti0n of American Zionist propaganda toward more militancy in its 
prcsentati0n. 

Whatever the obstacles and impediments in the past , the Am­
ox·iean Zionist Emergency Council is faced with even more serious ones 
in the near future as the determination of a ralestine policy is placcc. 

on the agenda of Great Britain, the United States and, probably, other 

United Natir ns governments. 

Copyright 1914 by INDEPENDEN1 JEWISH PRESS SERVICE, Inc. 
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