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EPECOTAL REE¥E ANTIOLE

WASHINGTON SECTOR IN ZIONISM'S BATTLE
By BERNARD LERNTR

In the followlng article an Independent Jewlsh Press
Service staff writer reviews a year's activities of
The reorganized American Zioniss Tmergeney Councill
under the joint leaderehip of Dn. Abba Hillel Silver
and Dr, Stephen S. Wlse, and points toc external
dangers menacing the Zlonlst positions and the Coun-
cil’s achievements,

s « ¢« The Editor

Irag's former Premier Nurl es-Sald Pasha 1g reported coming
to the United States to establich headquar’ers for the advocacy of his
Greater Syrla plan which rules out sovereignity for Palestine and would
abolish the Jewish National Home. Arab pollticlans are mecting in Dem-
ascus, Beiirut and Cairo, and arec schedrled tc meet 1in Alexandria for
the purpose of camouflaging, by conceried attacks on Zionlsm, fheir
fallure to bring abcut cchesloil among tnelr gtates, Arap parillaments
have protested the adoption of the Palestine piLanks by America'’s Two
major partlies, Fortune magazine pointg out the urgency of the United
States determmining ite Middle East polley, espcclally with regard to
Palestine, In thig complex picture, American Zionism faces new tests,
new oblizations, It ig therefore apnropriate to review, as the year 1s
coming %to an end, twelve months! activity by the reorganlized Amecrican
Zionist BEmcrgency Councll under the Joint chairmanship of Dr, Abba
Hillel 8ilver and Dr. Steplhien 3, Wise.

During 1942 and the first half of 1943, the years when the
cause was anathema in Washington, Of{lclaleg quarters there grew increcas-
ingly reticent on the subject orf Zioniem, and meesages addressed To
Zionlst gatherings became increasingly cautious, vague and non=—commnlt-
tal, At the same time representatives of the Government, or at Least
the State Department, were engaged in an effort to Jdiscourage 8cnators,
Congressmen and others from expressing themselves in favor of Zionilem.

Matters went so far that a jJjoint statement was planned by
Prime Minister Churchili and President Roosevelt, demanding a cessation
of all discusslon of the Palestine questi~n, a plan which was fortunately
shelved after strenuous efforts made hy Zlonist leaders, The effort
was repeatod in another fomm, when a little later 1t was suggested by
the State Dept., thaf the projected holding of an American Jewlsh Con-
ference be "postponed" as being untimelyr in view of discussions with
Ibn Saud, By the summer oif 1543 the pclitlcal situation was at an
extremely Low ebb, The Zinnlst Emergeney Councll had done some gcod®
work and a considerable amount of propaganda and agltation had been
carried one The American Palestine Uonmlittee had been organized as fanr
back as 1941l and subsequently the Christian Council for Palestine was
establisneds Other significant steps had been taken, There was nevers
theless a widesprcad feeling that by far not enough was belng done.

(Continued on Page 2¢)
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Reorganized Councll

The feeling of concern and even biltterness among Zlonlsts was
enhanced by the growth of the Bergson group. It was felt that they werc
thriving on the inadecquacies of Zionlst political actlivity and were
building up for themselves an increasingly strong position in Washingtor
and throughout the country.

It was at this time that the American Zionist Emergency Coun-~
cil was reorganized with Dr, Abba Hillel 8ilver as co~chaimman, The
Emergency Councill, rcorganized with a comprechensive program of activi-
tles, and increased personnel, and a permanent office 1n Washington,
established: a new .~ procedure of Zionist presentation,

The new program and the new pollcy required also a ncw budget
Ten times as large as the budget with which the work had been carried
on in the past, An adecquate staff was installed in Washington, Throug
out the country local Zionlst Emergency Committees were established in
hundreds of communities who received constant dlrection and inspiration
from headguarters,

Community Organization

By Decenb:or the first conference of representatives of the
local Emergency Committees was held in Cleveland., There detallcd plans
and programs were discussed and agreed upon and the local leadewrs glven
full instructions to make a strong bid for winning publie opinion and
insuring sunpvort of influential citizens and political leaders cverye
where, A second conference took place in May in Washington, D.C., Ther
had thus come into being a powerful machinery, reprecsenting hundreds
of cormmunities, highly organized, and closely knit,

The Palestine Resolutlons

An important step, of course, was the introductlion of the
Palestine Resolutlions in both houses of Congress, Through the intro-
duction of the Resolutions, and the hearings on them, one great and 1lme
mediate objective was realized, The consplracy or slilence was broken
and the Zionist issue was placed upon the agenda as one of the g reat
and burning cquestions of the day and part and parcel of the great debat:
going on regarding the shape of the postwar world,

The defcrment of action on the Resolutlons precipliltated some~
thing of a crisis, the first serious crisis which the Amerlcan Zlonls%t
Erecrgency Council had to face since Dr, Sllver assumed leadership,

Apart from the great public agitation and education, the Resc~
lutions also produced the historical declaration of President Rooseveltl
on March 9 that the United States Government had never approved the
White Paper of 1939 and that "full Justice" would be done to those who
were secklng the Jewish National Home., he statement was glven by the
President 1o Drey Bliver and Wise as a sort of compensation for the Temporar;
shelving of the Resolutions, To the present day it 1s the only hopeful
official statement of a public character which the Tionlst leadershlp
has been able to obtain either here or in England and a promissory note
bearing the signature of the President of the United States,

(Continued on Page 3c)
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The Palestine Planks

The agltation in connecction with the Congress Resolutlons
also carried over to the Republican and Democratic National Conventlone
held in Chicago, both of which adopted excellent Palestine planks 1in
their platforms, Thls was the result of months of careful preparation
undertaken under the leadership of Dr, Silver, who attended the Republ:-
can Convention. After the adoption of the plank by the Republican Cor
vention, came the plank adopted by the Democratic Conventlon, which wa.
attended by Dr. Stephen 8, Wise., In both cases, however, a great deal
of work was done by the representatives of the Emergency Councll on the
spot. This is the first time in Amerlcan history that Palestine was
inecluded in the party platforms, which strengthens the Zionlst positior
immengcly and paves the way for the eventual adoption of a Jewish Com-
monwealth Resolution by Congress.

This is a brief summary of the achlevements and inevitable
frustrations of the American Zionist BEmergency Council, In considering
what the Council has done in 1944 agalinst the background of the re«
stricted activity of 1942-3, one cannot omit refcrence to the person~
ality of Dr, Abba Hillel Silver who stood at the helm of this reorien=

tatinn of American Zionist propaganda toward more milltancy in 1ts
presentatlon,

Whatever the obstacles and impediments in the past, the Arne~-
erican Zionist Emergency Council is faced wlith even more serious ohes
in the near future as the detexrminatlion of a Palestine policy 1s placed
on the agenda of Great Britain, the United States and, probably, other
United Nations governments,
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In order %o present an agcurate appraisal of the political and publie
relations activity carried on by the American Zionist Emergency Oouncil over the past
year, it is necessary to recall the situation which existed in erican Zionist
political life before Agust 1943, when Dr. Abba Fillel Silver was named cheirsen of
the Oouncil's Executive Gosmittee and co-chairman with Dr. Stephen S, Wise of the
full Oouneil.

Daring 1942 and the first half of 1943, Zionist political prestige in
the United States reached a new low., Messages from promineat Government officials
addressed $0 Zionist gatherings had become models of fence-straddling and vagueness,
and every effort was made $o impose silence, not only on Zionists, but on meubers of
Congress and the general public as well, It is no longer a seoret that certain
official gquarters went so far as %0 advooate She issuance of a2 Joint Anglo-American
statenent demanding a cessation of all discussion of the Palestine question., This
plan was shelved only after the most stremuous efforts on the part of Zionist leaders,

Plagued by the absence of strong centralised direction, the lack of an
aggressive poliqy, and an unbelievably small budget and program of activities, the
Anerican mergenay Committee for Zionist Affairs wae uwx_'ally the target of severe
eriticism. Particularly great was She dissatisfaction over the faot that the Washing-
ton front was being neglected. As late as 1943 the Hmergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs had no Washington Bureasu, nor could it boast of a single resident represent-
ative there. This glaring deficienay led the Jewish Agenay to establish its owmn re-
presentation in Washington, even shough 1% had been previcusly contemplated that
American Zionists themselves would conduct all polisical work in She United States.

fo add $o the already widespread fesling of gloom snd mortification
among Zionists, She irresponsidle Bergson commitiees appeared mn the sceme and attempt-
od %0 uswp leadership of American Jewry from aceredited and recognised organisations.
Naturally She popularity of these young men from alroad Soomed during this period of
Zlonist political inadequaay, for although their methods were unserupulous and their
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designs selfish and dangercus, these people were also militant, imaginative and
resourceful .

I% was a$ this poin --nqnt. 1943 «- that American Zionis$ political
activities were revitalised. Assuning leadership during the darkest period of recent
Zionist history, Br. Silver set cut %o mobilize public opinion behind the Zionist pro-
gram, Rejecting "backstaire diplomaqy” as the sole technique for achieving our goal,
he insisted on a broad, all-inclusive program of public relations which would oreabe
nationwide agitation for a Jewish Palestine. Such pressure from an arcused and educa-
ted public would produse results in the "highest places,” both here and abroad, he
maintained -~ and this conception was to govern the Council's approach throughout the
exciting months which were to follow,

Following the tremendous victory scored at the American Jewish Conference,
when Ir. Silver led the drive for the asdoption of a Palestine resolution which ine
cluded the demand for a Jewish Commonwealth, the stage was set for a program of Zion-

ist publie relations and political activity on a scale undreamed of heretofore.

To begin with, the American Emergency Committee for Zioniet Affairs (now
called She merican Zionist Energengy Oouneil) was reorganised completely. A new,
larger budget, which would cover an extensive program designed to reach out into
every state of the Union, was requested -~ snd seoured. The central office in New
York was set into effective motion with breathtaking speed. A mmber of special de-
partments, direoted by experts in their respective fields, were establighed immed-
iately. These inoluded departments dealing with Comzmmity Uontacts, Information
(Press and Radio), Publications, Speakers, Research, Intellectual Mobilisation,
Ghristian Opinion, American-Jewish Religious Forces, Special Nvents, Labor Relations,
etc. A permanent buresu was set wp in Washington, snd within a few days official
eircles begar to recognise that a new, vital, dynamic force was on the soene - a
responsible organisation, representing all major Zionist bodies in the United States,
and speaking for an overwheluing majority of the Jews of America.
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Almost overnighs there wns an end to the wavering and vacillation which &
disillusioned rank end file had come to associate with suerican Zioniet politvical
efforss,

Perhsps the most significant new development was the establishaent through-
out the country of more than three hundred local emergency cowsittees, which recalved
regular direction, guidance and inspiration from the New York headquarters. So speed-
{1y and effectively was this network of emergenqy groups established that within a few
months (December, 1943) the first conferense of hcn comal ttee chalrmen was held in

Cleveland, where detailed plans %o mobilize American public opinion behind the Council's

progran wers foramulated. fThe hundreds of editorials in papers ranging from country
journals to metropolitan dailies, the large mwbers of resolutions adopted throughout
tae country, the myriads of telegrame and letSers which bolstered the Oouncil's
political work in Washington, the rallies, the radio addresses and articles by lundreds
of Jewish and non-Jewish leaders everywhare - these and other activities attest to the
marvelously effective work done by the locsl groups. A second highly successful con~
ferense of local committee chairmen took place on May 23 and 24 in Washington.

The most important step on the politicel fromt was the introdunetion of the
Palestine resolutions in both Houses of Congress. The tecimical or strategic purpose
of $his nove was 50 set wp a specific target upon which the Council could effectively
goncentrate the fire of its propagsnda. The Council desided to take this bold and
daring step only after long and eritical deliberation, after “he exp'oration of every
possible meags of ascertaining official views, siier a systematic canvass of Cone
gressional opinion, both through the local Muergendy Committees and through the
washirg ton Bureaw, had been conducted.

Of course this involved risks, but the Gouneil had become convingced that the
risk of inaction was even greater. The stirring days of February and Narch, 1944,
when, during the hearings before the House Foreign Affairs Cosmittee, Zionist leaders
presented our aase brilliantly and obliterated the arguments of the Arad and Aaerican
Council for Judaism spokesmen -~ when Zionist public relations evoked nationwide
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sdmiration -~ those days made history.

The looal comnittees performed magnificently. From large cities and han-
lets, deozm.mmmm“mmwwm-orm
Senate and the fouse. mmummmuf.mmzmmm
several times by his constituenqgy. Wmmmmmmmww
mnu-n-m-ummucumu.pzmotwnhuon.

One great objective was realized instantly. The “gonspirasy of silemce”
-ummmpmnmquouonmwonmmhotpubncopwonu
one of the vital issuss of the hour. What is more, the American pecple becsme awvare
etthomuuofmcmtoo'a:mmm.m“mm.;lemt
of influentisl non-Jews became champions of She Jewish lintional Home.

m-mumwmumsummm»m resolutions is %00
well known $o bdear repetition here, m.mmmauum‘umu
glear -~ the resolutims are mot dead. the initiative is still in the hands of the

| mx.uummmm-uumnu. %hen the proper moment

arrives, the resolutions will be called wp for action,

MW.W“WM--MM&.&»&!“M. Apart from
mmmsdnmcmuuonamuummwpnm.wn-
solutions slso brought about President Roosevelt's historic declaration of March 9th
that "the American Government has never given its approval to the Wnite Paper of
193...a0d that when future decisions are reached, full justioce wil. be done %o those
who seek a Jewish Hational Mome.* This was She first clear-out expression of syupatly
with zlodotduiommawuwatmmnm:mowcw
began. Itmdwnluuummuim--dmmtm\v
the pudblic agitation which accompanied the introduction of the Palestine resolutions,

The same public relations program, condusted in Washington before and
during the hesrings on the Prnlestine resolntions, was largely responsidle for the
gravityingly frieudly attitude towards Zionism on the part of most political leaders
who were encountered at Both the Republican and Desooratis Hational Conventions, held
in (hioago.
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The magnificent Falestine planks included in the platforms of both major

political parties reprecent achievements of the greatest significance. On June 27,
1944, the Republican lational Convention declared:
"In eorder to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men,
wouen snd ehildren driven from thelir homes by tyranny, we oall
for the opening of Palestine to thelr wrestricted lLumigration
and land omership, 80 shat in accordaoce with She full intent
and parpose of the Balfowr NDeclaration of 1917 and the Resolu.
tion of a Republican Congress in 1922, Fulestine may be oconeti-
tuted as » free and democratic Commomvealth,..®
ihis clear-gut pronouncement made a trewendous impression on the American
Jowish comammity, and was followed three weeks later, on July 20, by the Democratie
National Convention's forthright declaration, as follows;
“e favor the opening of Palestine %o wnrestricted Jewish imui-
@rotion snd colonization, and such a poliqy as to result in the
establisinent there of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth,”
The period of intense, feverish activity spent by r, Silver at the Nepub-
lican Convention and by Ir, Vise and hie associates at the Democratic Convention was
thus rewarded. 7ith both major political parties giviig their wgqualified endorse-
ment to the Jewish people's efforts to rebulld their national life in Palestine,
Zionism hnd become o declared objective in the postwar ;rogram of the United States,
This report of activity on the politiaal front would not be complete withe
out at loast brief mention of one or two other important develo ments,
0f special significange is the funot that the lLegislatures of twenty states,
comprising more than 604 of the country's population, have adopted resolutions cone
dening the "hite iaper poliaqy and wrging swport for Jewish aspiraticag in Palestine,
Yot only legislative bodies, but groupe representing all walks of life have
Joined in equally vigorous pronouncements, For exsumple, on March 17, 1944 -~ the
fifth anndversary of the lssuance of She Vhite Ymper -- o strougly-worded petition
was submitted to the "hite House by 1700 outstanding American university professors
from 260 differsnt institutions of learning in 44 different states, This petition
made s tremendous lugression on the general publis, and attracted widesprend nows-
reper overagh.




~ir=

Space limitations do not permit a detailed desaription of the Counsil's
various departuents which isplement decisione arrived at in meetings of the IExecutive
Commdttee, Indeed, s full report ou each department alone would be required to do
Justice to the sanifold notivities which have been performed over the past year,
Saffice it to sy, that the tremendous program of public relations which has electri-
fied the Averican soene did not result from pious hopes and good intentions alone,
but that the energies of u large and devoted staff were required to make the rules~
tine question the Durning lesue which it is today. The effectiveness with which this
work has besn accomplished can best be gmuged by noting that whereas even a year ago

one pleaded for the inclusion of even passing refarence to Zionimm in lh*ublu press,

on the redio, in legislative chambers, ete., today molders of public opinion 2ften
ayproadh the Upunoil for additional information on the question,

duch has been accomplished to date, but howaver significant the victories
won by the Awerican Zionist imergenay Couneil, thay represent ni estones on a long
and diffioult road. JHow near we are to the end of tha$ road and how quiekly we shall
hurdle the obstacles which remain in our way depend in large measure upon our ability

tc plan intelligent political aotion and to exert the energy required %o attaln owr
objectives,






