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C O P Y 
Memo to: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver June 15, 1944 

From: I. B. Berkson 

You may recall that I spoke to you last reek about a difficulty 1hich had arisen 
vith reference to the proposed publication of an l!lf..<?£m~tion Bulle~in on Palesti e by 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. I am glad to be able to re
port that, with the assistance of Dr. Israel Goldstein, we have managed to hc;.ve the 
publicati n of the Bulletin postponed tmtil next fall. In the menntime, Dr. F. Er.est 
Johnson hopes to arrange for a number of conferences on the question of Palestine and 
Zionism, in which representative Jews and Christians will participate, and in which we 
will be given a full opportunity to explain our views. 

The proposed Bulletin on Palestine was definitely tendentious and unti-ZioniJt. 
Although the Jeti.sh position was stated more fully than in most anti-Zionist documents, 
the lie of argument rese bled strongly the anti-Zionist position of the Christian 
missionarJ, pro-Arab group. Jeffreis tas quoted at length. Quota ·ons from Jen.sh 
sources were used to weaken the Zionist cause, e.g., ordecai Grossman's recent article 
in the Contemoorary: Jewish Record was fully exploited to prove that the Je,ish Comnon
wealth conception was 11 ethically re ... ugnant"; lengthy quotations from RarJhael Strauss' 
article in Je··dsh 5ocial Studies were brought in to show that the Je lish Agency 1as 
taki. g upon itself economic prerogatives oroperly belonging to the State and to indi-
cc te that the absorptive capacity of Pal.e~tine had narrow limitations. ~ iss Szold 
and Miss Samoter ere quoted to imply that the Jews had failed to do enou h in t~e 
way of Jewi'sh-Arab rapprochement. Y,hile the article appeared to have a gener 1 atti
tude of friendliness to the Je ·s, it tried to make out iionism as an extreme national
ist movement in which the dri vi11g force was achievement of statehood. Ther was no 
reference to the activity of the u.£ti in Palestine, and anything th~t m~~ht weaken 
the Arab case was omitted. 

I ow Dr. Johnson personal y and he had told me sorneti e ago thn.t before the 
Bulletin was published he would consult me . I had a long discussion ,dth hi .. on F'ri
day, June ?nu, at our offices, in the company of 1 iss Edith Trotter, the research 
·;; r1!er who drew up the report. I de a straightforuara, drastic and sorne .. h· t vehe
ment criticism of the draft; then I dre • up a very detailed comrne t, paragraph by 
i,Jaragraph. At first I got the impression that they , ould postpone oublication until 
they had a chance to re-write it, but then I discov~red that the postpone et vas 
only for one wee\, and I had a f ecling that they , u.L r, ake only minor changes, leav-
ing the ge era.l tone tendency of the article unmodified. The article ,as to go 
to press on Tuesday, J e 15th. Over the weekend I wrote a perso al etter to Dr. 
John on, rLiterating the gener criticisms I had · a.de at or first meeting, ana ur -
ine hi. not to publish before he had a cl ce to re-.-,ri te the thole thing comple tcly. 
I indicated that I thought the article was poor as a piece of ,ork and that it would 
crea e a goo deal of ill- dll in the co .................. ity. I also had suggested that he consult 
Dr. Louis Finkelstein and Dr. Israel Gol stein. It appc..- s that Miss Trotter saw Dr. 
F. cclstei aturday afternoon and that he also told h .r that the article was defin-
itely anti-Zionist ;o id be considered biased. However, the coup de grace was 
given by Dr. Goldstein in a discussion which he had with Professor Johnson and !ios 
Trotter on .~ondn.y mo ing. As Dr. Goldstein told me, he gave them a very drastic 
crit· cism, in ic ted that the rticle vus in ever line ten entious, and that unlace 
publication vere postponed a great deal of harm ould come. It appe rs that Profes-
sor Johnson realized that the Bulletin would arouse a great deal of ill feel· g amongst 
the Jets, and us indicated above, he consented to a long postponement hich would per
mit a genuine cl ification of the iss e. 



Mr. g. Br~ver,an 
c/o Herman Stein Advertising Agency 
Hip4)odroae Annex 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y dear llr. r vermanJ 

June 29, 1944 

Rabbi Silver thoU& t you ould be interested 
1n the enclosed copy or a letter which he ote to 
Mr. Joshua ~stein re arding the radio pro ram or 
the ZOA! 

i th best wishes, I remain 

Ver sincerely ypva, 

BJX Secre ry to Rabbi S11Yar 

' 

.' 
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ol-merican ZioniJt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

June 50, 1~44 

Sometime ago, in a conversation with you, I gather
ed that you would be ready to read the draft report on 
Palestine which I have been preparing for the Esco Foun
dati0n Palestine Study, and I so reported to Esco. They 
put a copy of the manuscript at my disposal for your use. 
For their records, however, they asked that you write 
them an official letter requesting a copy. I prepared 
a letter for you to sign and had it placed on your desk 
with a note explaining the matter. However, after you 
had left the office following the last Council meeting, 
we folllld the letter unsigned. I consulted with Mr. Sha
piro and he suggested that Miss Cohen, who can simulate 
your signature reasonably well, affix your name to the 
letter. This was done and the formalities have thus 
been attended to. 

The Study Committee is now engaged in readiag the 
document. I understand they expect to have a meeting 
at the end of July or early in August and to confer with 
you concerning the advisability of publishing the report. 
Could you read the manuscript lwhich is about a thousand 
pages) during the month of July? It would expedite mat
ters if you were ready to discuss it with the Committee 
before it meets. Will you please let me know whether I 
should send the manuscript on to you to Cleveland? 

Kind regards. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ibbung 

Yours sincerely, 
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The Editor 
Christian Science Mcnitor 
:So ston • Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

July 7, 1944 

Your Washington correspondent in his dispatch of June 28th states that 
the plank in the Republican platform in supPort of Jewish claims to Palestine 
on the basis of the :Sal.four Declaration "totally disregards the equally binding 
treaty which the British signed during World War I with King Hu.ssein of the Hejaz." 

This statement is sing11larly inna.curate and misleading. The so-called treaty 
with King Hu.asein was in fact not a treaty, but an interchange of correspondence 
in 1915 between Sir Henry McMahon and Huaaein, who was at that time not King of 
the Hejaz but the Sherif of Mecca. Unlike the :Bslfoo.r Declaration which was 
approved by the :British War Cabinet after very full discussion and was given 
the utiooet publicity, and su.bsequently received the endorsement of fifty-two 
nations of the Leaglle as well as the approval by unanimous Resolution of the 
United States Congress, the text of the McMahon correspondence was kept secret 
for years. It was not officially disclosed until 1939. It is implied in your 
correspondent's note that the VcN.ahon pledge a plied aleo to Palestine and that 
to that extent it detracted from the effect of the :Balfour Declaration. This 
so.ggestion was contradicted by the foLlowing facts: 

1. Sir Henry McMabon himself in a letter to the "Times" of July 23, 1939, 
declared: 1 ! feel it rq duty to state, and I do so definitely and emphatically. 
that it was not intended by me in giving this pledge to King Hu.sseim to include 
Palestine in the area in which Arab independence was promised. I also had every 
reason to believe at the time that the fact that Palestine was not included in 
m:, pledge was well understood by King lhasein." . 

2. Colonel C. E. Vickery, a master of .Arabic, was sent from Ce.iro in 1920 
on an official mission to inspect the original text of the letter as actually 
received by the Snerif. In referring to this visit he wrote: "I read the letter 
through very slowly •.. 1 t was qu.i te evident that Palestine was not included in the 
proposal.a to the Kin, •.• I can aay roost definitely that the whole of the King'• 
demands were centered around S7ria, and only Syria. He stated moat emphatically 
that he did not concern himself at all with Palestine and had no desire to have 
suzerainty over it or for successors." 

3. The late King Feiaal of Iraq, aon of Hussein, who was the Arab apokesD&n 
at the Peace Conference, specifically excluded Palestine from the territories in 
respect of which he demanded Arab independence. 



• - 2 -

AlthOllgh Arab prop88andisteha.ve long sought on the basis of the 
McMahon pledge to establiah a claim to Palestine in addition to the 
vast territories where there right to independence bas now been recog
nized, a long series of British official statements starting with that 
of Mr. Winston Churchill in 1922, has made it emphatically clear that 
the British Government considers these claims to be entirely without 
substance. This stand was confirmed as a result of a. full investigation 
conducted by the Lord Chancellor in 1';139 when he held tbat II the corres
pondence as a wbole •.. not only did exclude Palestine, but should have been 
understood to do so." 

It is in these circumstances a little astonishing, to put it mildly, 
that the State Department, as suggested by your correspondent, should 
adduce this correspondence as a basis on which to seek to weaken the 
effect of the promise of the Balfour Declaration; a promise which, as 
testified by Mr. Lloyd George, Mr. Winston Churchill and others, was 
intended to give to the Jells the opportunity of establishing in Palestine 
a Jewish Commonwealth. 

ld 
9/7/44 

Yours very truly, 



c.. .. 

NCYI' FOR PUBLIC'ATIONl J 

Copy of the letter from Professor mwa.rd P. Cheney, Professor lmieritus, of the 
History Department, Uliversity of Pennsylvania -- one of the most renowned 
historian.a and teachers in the lhited States. (J.B.) 

Note! 

July 10, 1944 

Dear Dr~ Billikopf: 

It is a shame that I have let so much time pass before aclmowledg
ing the book of Mr. IDwdermilk - "Palestine: land of Promise", you sent 
me last month, especially as it is so faecinatinS a book, and as you 
accam.pa.n:led it with so pleasant a letter,. You will ea.y, I have given 
but a r~r proof that I have fotmd it fascinating when I let it go 'lm

acknowledged so long, but it ie true nevertheless. It ie just the 
kind of a book and the kind of testimony I like; based an actual obser
vation, - observation of real, objective land, its products, its possi
bilities, and best of all the hunan triumphs in solving these problems, 
utilizi.ns these possibilities and mking its contribution to solving 
the still larger and sadder problem, - the future of the Jewish race. 
In a word, I have been alternately saddened and cheered by each success
ive chapter, as I have read the lucid and real1et1o, and 1n places 
eloquent descriptions of the separate sections and varying periods, 
each with its glimpse of some other culture., - moat of them now gone 
forever. - ----

Yours, 
E. P. Ch ey 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte was former President of Swarthmore 
of The Institute for Advanced Study., Princeton, N. J., 
Einstein is carmected. 

College, and is now President 
l!f)c hich Professor Albert 
with 

~, 23, 1944 
Dear Billikopf: 

Muly' thanks f r your letter of Mly 19 and for your kir.dnees in 
sending me Icwdermilk's book. 'nle fact is that I have already read it 
and canaider it the most impreesi ve justification of Zionism I have 
ever seen. With your permission, I shall not return the boo, but 
shall place it 1n the Institute Library as a gift fro you, since there 
are several members of our faculty vho are interested 1n the subject 
and I should like to make it available to them. I can easily see how 
Jewish work 1n Palestine pursued along the lines wwd.ermilk recommends 
would be ab essin8 t o the entire Near :EB.et. 

With kindest regards, I am 
Affectionately yours, 

FRANK AYDELO'l'l'E 
Jacob Billikopf 
805 Bankers Securities Bldgt 

• 

.... 
• 

-• 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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July 12 1944 

l LT 
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! (Pale:?st • ne) 

Y RS ~V~ .. T . P l-iPHLET o.;s OF LARO" R ISSU~D Y 00 OIL 

1FOR • ·p;_ "LY THIS ARTIC L P. T 1 T'"'H KwD 

SY IL\11i,R O ?- YSt."LF ,JrnOR r AD ERTEt T R'..,G • . .:.,AU OL ,SS 

Il r GHT UR OTHE. P P O DA 
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dmerican ZioniJt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

July 12, 1944 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

I am sending you the Esco manuscript by 
express, adding also the last three chapters. 
As a matter of fact, you might v,ish to read 
the last three chapters first. I have tried 
to work in a swnmary of the situation. You 
may note that the Study does not include any 
recommendations on my part. I take it for 
granted that you understand this is a rough 
draft and will be gone over again before pub
lication. 

You said something in the ball when I met 
you about my not coming in to see you yester
day. Please understand that I am always anxious 
to have a chat and most happy to receive an in
vi ta tion when you come. The next time ypu are 
in New York please think of me, and if you have 
a half hour to spare, command and I shall appePr. 

Best regards. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ibb:mg 

Yours sincerely, 



July 13, 1944 

likopt 
.ls oci tian 

e iti B g. 

dar Bil ea 

~ y uch or ending a y 
or rofe sor Sin r' letter. I am on 
h ou 1 1 t tit 8 d no e J 1 • 

It ould ~ r s i u 
could obt n p rmigs!Jn 
t ve h l atter ~bl , 
•pa1 stin • 1~h r ch 

oplo. I roteseor Si 
~ I r ~ ~ 
r t .t ve a.de his 

Pl n a u c 
• e c us 1 t r. 

For t ti 
yin in Cl veland. 

or f • , t et 
It a been v r difficult 

v n thinldn~ o oin for 
exioo. 

1th 11 1ood ia 1 

very s, 

dlC 

• 

• 

l 
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Hon. V,ce P1t 1tdn11 
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EDMUND J. KAUFMANN 

JUDGE Lout E . Lt VINTIIAI 

Louis LIP KY 

BERNARD A. Ro ENBLATT 

Juoc;r MORRI ROTIILNBI RL 

DR. ABBA H1LLI l ILVI R 

RoeCRT ZOLO 

DR. Tl PHEN W1 I 

V1u-Pre11de1111 

DR. JA 11 s G Hr LLLR 

Ch,111111,111 . ,,t'I Ad111111. (1111110I 

ABRAHAM GOODMA 

T,eaJllrer 

SIMON IIETZI R 

Exu11111·t 011n/01 

EXECUTIVE 

ROBLRT M . B1 RN Tl I 

MAURIC.I M BoUKSTI IN 

RABBI BARNI TT R BRICK IR 

SotComN 

A, K EP TIIN 

JACOB fl HMAN 

DANIEL fRI CII 

ABRAHAM Gow THN 

RABBI IMO ,RrFNIII R~ 

JoELGRo s 
RABBI J RAfL H Lt VIN1 IIAI 

IRVING O LtPKOWIT/ 

RABBI )RVINC. MILLI R 

EMANUEL I llMAN 

HARRY A . Pt I 

Loui P. R Kl R 

BERNARD HULMAN 

HCRMAN HULMA 

Lou1 E. SPILGLLR 

RABBI MILTON TMNIII R(, 

DEWEY 0. TONI· 

ELIHU 0 . TONll 

HER.MAN L. WEISMAN 

172() - 10~1:i H'f'HEBT. N.v\': 
"\V \.SllINGT<J"N.D.C. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 19, 1944 

Only tod y I learned that at the last meeting 
of the Emergency Council you made refer~ to the 
brief sp ce that as given in the Ne7r Palestine-

CABL A ODR E S5 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEYS CODE 

Ne vs Reporter to the adoption of the alestine plank 
by the Republican National Convention. To keep the 
record straight, I ant tom e it clear t ton the 
day the Palestine _lank was adopted, the News Re orter 
issue was already in Dress and that over the protest 
of the ~rinters I stopped the presses in order to 
insert the item. 

The pages of the News Re orter issue are wide 
open to you and to the Amer c~ Zion ·.st Emergency 
Co ell for statements nd ne s items. 

Assuring you of my high esteem, I remain 

Cordially yours, 

~~~ 
Erneut . 8 rb r sh 

EEB:es 



r. mast E. Barabash 
Zionist Or aniz tion of ric 
1720 - l""th Str et I • - • 

as ington, D.C. 

•i de a-. l ra sh& 

Jul· 21, 1944 

T°nank you for 19. I 
to kno of our action 1th ref r nee tot' rintin 
report ot t Palestine plank adopt b the publican 
Convention ·n the es Reporter. I h v al o ritte t our 
office in York to ate sure that tl e ·a \.8. orter f the 

ew P lestine receiTes regularly not alone the routine r le ses 
or the Zioni t Emer~ency Council, ut spec al ticlea a out its 
activities d plans. The or1 oft F,merQetc CouAcil is the 

vrk ot the Z0.l and the ZOA should be credited 1th the c.iev 
ents oft e Emer ency Cowicil for it i e olitic s 

it is of the other Zioni8t oupin s . 

I sure th t you re a eli"hted a I i 
excellent lank on a f Je ish Co on e 1th le . s 
inclooed in the Democr tic P • tform ste • This should 
played up in the New P lestine and in all Zionist > riodic l8 

s a Jor ;,oliti 1 a ieve ent . 

The ction of oth political rties 111 no ve 
for the t P estine resolutio a in Con res. 

the e lan s no· incl ed in bot: p t s, nd 
t e Presid nt n rch 9th to Dr. ise and me, 
a outs c ie e ents t e uionl t re cy Council 
so fr. L 's er bot it in our public tiona a it s 
of buildin up Zi t or le nd confi ence in our techni ·aa 
and leader hip. I hopi t re ill be other si ificant 

c 1°ve enta for lon. 

0 t co i 1 our , 

!Sa IC 



Fro , 
AME IC~ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COU CIL 
342 Madison Ave., N. Y. c. 

JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE .ADMISSION TO THE 
UNITED ST.ATES OF ALIENS WHO ARE RELIGIOUS OR RACIAL 
REFUGEES (s.J.RES. 85) INTROuUCEO BY SEN.ATOR BARBOUR. 

SPONSORS: NAT IO fil DEMOCRATIC CLUB 
NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CLUB, INC. 

Mr. Harry L. Shapiro 
}Jnerican Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Ave. 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

Referring to your letter of July 21st, I am a vice chairman of the 
Executive Committee and a member of the Steering Corrmittee of the »nergenc7 
Committee to save the Jewish People of Europe. I am not connected with any 
other organization of a sin.ilar character or with any organization having 
to do with the Hebrew nation or with Zionism. 

While I have known Dr• Stephens. Wise for nearly forty years end regard 
him highl.J personally, I know that he commits errora of Judgment. For instance, 
recently he and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver were asked by Senator Albert w. Hawkea 
of New Jeraey, or possibly oy those speaking for Senator Hawkes, whether Sena.tor 
Hawkes should continue to sponsor Senate Joint Resolution 15 introduced by the 
late Senator w. warren Barbour, and they advised that the senator should not 
sponsor this resolution, of which I enclose a copy. I have never been able to 
get a01one to explain to me the basis for this advice. Senator Barbour before 
introducing the resolution cot a good deal of expert advice. He was, as you 
know, very friendly to the Jewish people. The dela7 caused bf Senator Barbour's 
death ana the comparatively long period of time during which I thought Senator 
Hawkes waa going to sponsor this resolution make it impossible to pasa the 
resolution in this Congreaa and the fault is very largely that of or. Wise 
and or. Silver. One thiDg the resolution accomplished waa to take this 
question of human misery out of the present campaign. The fact that these 
two clubs had Joined in a statement had a good deal to do with the respective 
planks in the Repuolican and Democratic platforms. 

As I am a Presbyterian and have no specific interest in the 
Palestinian question, and in addition am not at all familiar with the pros 
and cons of what aeema to be a highly controversial question, I return the 
three documents which you sent me, which documents I have not read. 

Thanking you nevertheleaa for the opportunit7 given me of 
having done ao, I am 

IK 
7/27/44 

Very trui, yours, 

Williams. Bennet 



• 

hlf' ..... 

.... 11 .......... ... an 
ttSall 
••Teft. lwToaft 

., .... 
I uw 10w i.tlar d ~ • al '-" -• ._ ._tale ••J ~- • 

JI te Ml 
U. Nlallft r:unfl'i. 

··- ' ,aJla.ia ........ ' " .... ta .. --"··· wt. ,.. ----1 ............ WU •-- ure ...... Jill. 

tell Id Iller , J -..iira 

1e1, ,,.. ., ·-----·••t1 II' .... ,... .. ... 
•• a ..S. 11111111111 '~ re- .... 
• ..... 
Pal.NU:.. 

:a.... ..,.. 

......... , 
.. .... ..i __ ,_ 

1-l-1, , ..... ....--1• Sa l.aldl UI• 

t :'IMlllnP 

la11N ..... _. .... _ 
t 

• 

-



J 

STATEMENT MADE BY MR. MACKENZIE KING, PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA, 
IM THE HOOSE OF COM! ONS, FRIDAY• AUGUST 4th, 1944 CONCERNING 

THE PALESTINE ~UESTION AT THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE IN 
LONDON, APRIL 1944. 

I can answer my hon. friend at once about the conference. 
I would say to him that, during the meetings of prime 
ministers, the matters pertaining to Palestine did come 
up. They were not on the agenda, but I took care to men
tion that. immediately before leaving the House of Commons 
in Ottawa, I had been asked if I would bring forward cer
tain representations that had. been made by hon. members on 
the floor, and I did so. The conference had many matters 
to consider. This was a large question that required con
sideration from ma..~y points of view and it wa not possible 
to have it fully discussed. However, I did carry out the 
underte.kin~ that I ~ave the house before I left. That ie 
all I can say about it, because such pa.rts of the proceed
ings of the conference as it has been thought advisable to 
have made public have been made public, and I am not in a 
position to s~ anything about matters that have not been 
made public. 



CANADIAN PALESTINE COM ITTEE 

Suite 23-26- 74 Sparks St. 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 

Dr. Abba hillel Silver 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, l?, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Montreal, 

Suite 1501- 302 Bay St. 
AD. 3182- TORONTO 

7th August, 1944 

You will be interested to know th t the Public Rel~tiona Committee of the 
Zionist Organization of Canada, headed by Mr. S.J. Zacks and the riter, arranged 
for a delegation representing the Zionist Organization and the Canadian Palestine 
Committee to wait upon the Under-Secretary of External Affairs at Ottawa to renew 
our reque~t for f vour bl~ 0Rnadian intervention in the Palestine situation. 

We tried to obtain a report from the Department on wh t had transpired in 
London following our Prime Minister's promise last March to see that Cttnadian 
views against the White Paper would be br~ught up at the London conference. WP. 
were informed by Mr. Robertson, the Under-Secretary, that Mr. King had brou~ht 
the matter before the conference but that for security reasons the publications 
of the discussion had been deferred. Subsequently, on the.t day, Mr. King made 
a statement in the House on the matter during the course of a discussion on Palestine 
which our Committee had arranged through several sympathetic members. You will find 
enclosed a textual copy of the statement merle by Mr. Kine in the House on August 4th 
concerning his attitude at the London Conference. 

We also took up with the Department the rumoure of impending partition stating 
our ppposition thereto. We used as the baeie of the brief presented by us the 
memorandum which the Emergency Committee presented in Washington on July ?th. We 
also stressed the importance of immediate action in view of the Hung .rian situation. 
Mr. Robertson was not aware of any impending declaration of policy connected with 
the date of August 15th. He promised to communicate immediately with the Prime 
Minister and with London and Washington. 

That evening the House of Commons was discussing the estimates of the 
Department of External Affair• nnd two of the members, Mr. Arthur Roebuck, X.C. 
(Liberal), and Mr. Stanley Knowles (C.C.F.), made two important speeches urging 
the Prime Minister and the Government to do what they could to have additional 
visas issued to help to eave the Jews of Hungary. A newspaper report of these 
remarks is attached herewith for your information. We will have the speeches 
re-printed when the official text appeare in Hansard. 

HB:JS 
Encla. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry Bataha.w. K.C. 
Co-Chairman 

ot 
Public Rel~tions Committee 
276 St. Jamee St. WA•~ 
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Dear llr. Barlaa • 

lrllt.ab anu., 
aaau. 

12th Mi&UI, 19-M 

I prom1•ed to intOl'lll 7011 of wbal baa been done a1-&\ tile fu.rkl8h ,ran1ll •laa• 
tor Jftiab retac•••· 

2. la•lraotiona baTe been ••' lo tbe hrklah CODnla al llug •• Ooututsa an4 
JQdapaat. The fm"k:iab Oori-1 al Budapea, ia aathorb-4 lo granl hrklah tranail 
Yl ... on a-pplioatlon lo M7 na'ber of applioant pro•lded tbat one or other of 
the followinc document• 1• hel41 

a) ••lo• tamt.grallon Yi a 1 ued e: t r 19-U, 

b) One of Dr. Gol41Dg• • letter• cert1f71 that the holder baa 'been 
graa\e4 a ,a1eatl.nlan ilamigrat ion cerl1f1oate ( I do not auppo1e 
tbat nen; ot tbeae will aohalq be • ilable), 

o) A S.111 oertifloale on the terma pr:) o3ed by u1 or an dore(!Jllen, 
on a child'• puapon a.a arranced 1n Jpril 19'3, 

4) A cerilflcate lo \be efiec t t th hold.er 1 A Jew, ianod b:, 
Mr. raua or hl1 n.cce aor shou.ld he g1Ye hia po t. 

3. Silllilarl.7 the !arkiah Conaula at. Bour1as or Ccn1\an1 
11p to 400 •t.••• ner7 ten daya to people ba ing document 

'n••· 
grant betNell tb• 

of 8l1J' t th 1e toor 

4. lor the moment tnn1port wll be e b7 the Vt a" or "Plrl.ne•, u4 tu 
Jalcarian GoTernment ba•e been ln orme4 o! w t t .irks a.re doiD&• X em l Mia 
baa agreed. lbal U eltber or bo\h o 1. i 1 -~, ... -.. b o • di1abled or other-
wile prnented tr• oomlmltnc to tr eport refuge , the arrllllili( .. ent • will " 
ao4U1ecl. I • pet that you 1bould kee in ind t p<.>1 11>111t7 tha\ aaolher 
1hip wq ha•• to be •ul>eli,uled. •' abort notioe, u 1 t t f0J. ahould be prepared. 
,o ncp1I tbe %MIile ot a 1ube,1Wii • ip i need oe, e cannol tell whal ,-, 
happ•. 

a. liailarlJ' the M lni•t17 of ,he Interior baye been aaked to admi' benoetorUa 
inlo 'flark.,- wl,hou\ reference \o &nJr:ara arq refac•• rlYlnl •' !a.rk.,-• 1 land 
tronller wl\hov.t !arlcleh •1••• proYldecl t t the.T hol. t.n oan pro4uoe, \o \be 
troa,s..r u.\borllle1, one or o\ber of th four Intl ot 4ooaaela deeoz-1"4 
a'bffe. 

•• Prnl4ecl ,her.tore \ha\ 70u oan ce' \b n- to your oorreapan4•\• la the 
three ooun\rln oonoened and arrance for t.b lo 11,ue oert1tloalea \o 1•u1M 
Jen, eftalra ahOll14 proer••• t ~oua'bl.7. •• ocnml on 1• ot oOIU"ae to •• tbal 
the l11u of the oer\ltloa\ • 11 car.de4 ou\ aa,1at \01"1}1-. 

Toa.re 11uoerel7 • 

Ob. Barla1, I• 
o/ o 'J> u1por\ Oon\rol Offloer, 1 a,a'bul 
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LA PAZ , August 14 , 1 . ' 
CASILLA 

Americ _n Zionist :c;ne rgcncy Council 
3~? l~dieon Avenue 
re··· -v·ork 17, .Y. 

Dear Si rs: 

We have the pleasure to remit to you here •i th 
a resol ltion, t,•hich was c3cce9ted in the olenc1ry session 
of A1gust 7th at the First Zionist Con£"ress of Bolivia c.:nd 

.rl"' ich declo res : 

"The First Zionist Congress of Bolivia united in 
L2 Paz in th --- days bet1yeen Au€:.nst : th 2n~l 'i'th of 
l /"") 44 resolves to exp es-, its a))recic:ition to The 
American Zionist Zmcr genqy Council for its merit 
orious e forts ---nd steps tc=-.1 ~en in f a vour of the 
Jewish Conrnon --:-eal th in Erez Israel and pro~'lises 
to do everything possible within the limits of 
its modest po':.rer s in order to collabor te in 
this urgent t ask ." 

Inforrdng . ou of t~ Lis resolution , -:e are gla.d 
to h .. ve the op .:-· ortuni ty to express t ..,·ou our fervent 
ishes for the s,,ccess of everyt'.i :: c- you do or the best 

o-f our corm 1.on cause. 

"e ~re taki~g this occasion to inform you, 
that 1• e sent off at the sa~1e time c n ~ by or . in, .. ry mP il 
c:t c PY of the o • f i cial report o our con ress. 

hs ; ef 

IK 
f'/?9/ 44 

ie reMa in with Zion's Greetin s 

Tr11ly yours , 

F Dl!JRACIO ZIO TI STA .. IDA DE BOLIVIA 

Hanns Sus z B . 
Eon. Se cretary. 

Bern ru.o Zisfai 
President 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To Rabbi .Abba Hillel Silver 

From I. B. Berkson 

MEMORANDUM 

D111e August 14, 1944 

RE: Correspondence from Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, President, 
Central Conference of American .Rabbis, concerning the 
right of Liberal rabbis to perform marriages in ~alestine. 

ccording to the Order in Council of 1922, which serves as the basic 
constitution of Palestine, marriage is considered a religious affair and comes 
under the jurisdiction of the religious dignitaries of the various churches 
who hav~ sole authori~y. This applies to oslems, the Christian communities 
as well as to the Jews. 

For the Jews the government recognizes the decisions of the Rabbinical 
Courts which are subject to a Rabbinical Council as finally authoritative. The 
Rabbinical Council is composed of two rabbis - one for the Sephardic community 
and one f or the Ashkenazic - and six rabbinical members. The Rabbinical Courts 
have: 

(i) exclusive jurisdiction in matters of marriage and divorce, alimony, 
execution and confirmation of wills of Je ish Palestinian subjects; 

(ii) jurisdiction in any other matter of personal. status of Jerish 
persons, \Yhere all t e parties to the action consent to their jurisdiction; 

(iii) exclusive jurisdiction over any case as to the constitution or 
inter al administration of a wagf constituted before the .Habb nical Court 
according to Je· ish Law. 

From the above it will be seen that all marriages must e performed 
in accordance with Orthodox Jewish law. It is not a case of depriving Liberal 
rabbis of any rights. The system in Palestine is inherent in the whole con
ception of religious law at present in vogue in Palestine. It could not be 
changed without implying a radical transformation of conceptions. Of course, 
all this applies only to marriages performed in Palestine. It has nothing 
whatsoever to do with the right of Refo ed rabbis to perform marriages in 
the United States, ~d Fx eeboi!1-s eta tement t,ha:t, there is- "the definite i· mp.~· iJa-- -

tlon that D1B-rriages ~ y Lib..eral or Reform rabbis are invalid" is 
--;:---._ /\n...l"!Snl!tA.-- fa~.. \J ~ - - 7 

It~e noted tliat there are many Jews in Palestlne that dislike 
this system which glves ontrol of marriage and divorce to the Rabbinical 
Courts. 

IBB:sr 
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i,A-merican Zoni:5l Gmergencv Council 
I 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

HQdQ88ah, Women's Zionist OrgQnizQtion of America 
MizrQchi OrgQnization of AmericQ 
POQle Zion-Zaire Zion of America 
Zionist OrgQnization of America 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

August 15, 1944 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

I'd like to take advantage of your in
vitation to come to Cleveland and have a 
"schmoos" with you at your leisure. Will 
you please wire me whether next Tuesday or 
Wednesday, August 22nd or 23rd, would be 
convenient'l I should like to know as much 
ahead of time as possible so that train re
servatiPns can be made. 

lours sincerely, 

y~~ 
I. B. Berkson 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ibb&mg 
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001nicIL FOR JUDAISM, INC. 
o ; 
p / 

y 1001 Keystone State Building - 1321 A.rch S~ 
Telephone RITtehnhouse 8357 Philadelphia. 7, Pa. 

President 
Lessing J. Rosenwald 

Phil~delphi~, Pa. 

Vice-Presidents 
Rabbi Louis Binstock, Chicago, Ill. 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas, Tex. 
Ralph W. Mack, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Rabbi Irving F. Reichert, San Fr,mcisco, Calif. 
Rabbi Louis Wolsey, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer 

D. H~ys Solis-Cohen, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Executive Director 
Rabb 1 .dilmer Berger, Philadelphia,Pa. 

Board of Directors 
Mr. y; S. Novik 
Radio Station WNYC 
New York City 

De r Mr. liovik: 

August 29 , 1944 

~e are informed that the Zionist OrgRniz tinn 
of erica or one of 1 ts aff ili •3.tes haG approached or is 
auproaching your radio station for erie of bro~dc ~. ts 
dealing ,. 1th Zionisr.i. 

• 
No doubt you know th~t this subject is a 

-political issue on which there is considerable contr versy. 

• 

Our organization, composed of .Americans of Jewish fait, is 
opposed to the Zionist program. There are countless Americ s 
of Christim faith who are similarly opposed. 

We are confident of your desire to maintain 
your station in the public interest; and a.re accordingly 
requesting you to plea e notify us if you a.re providing 
time for this broadcast, and to acco'rd ua an equal amount 
off ee time to present the other side. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elmer Berger 

Rabbi ~lmer Berger 
THI ERICAN comroIL FOR JUDA! t Il-JC. 

EB:SG 



C 
0 
p 

y 

1 ~PH F. BASS, NC. 

Hil on & Sou h:unp on S eets 

OSTO , l '- SS. 

Rabbi Abbn Hillel Silver 
Chairman, eric .n Zionic:: EmPr f~ency ouncil 
342 H di on vP-nUP. 

York, .Y. 

Derr RP.bbi Silver: 

U ll <:'. t 2 9 , 1044 

?' in lfu_ of OU!' '1.St cnn er~, i0n ~t P ,,mou h, I h , ve c:: ~"b ished 
the roper co tact I o r t' e os t0n n ~1. ·)e , h i ~ tir Science .~oni to • 
. r. Jo -.:ep 1 rin, of tlle Jewis1 Aa.voc r, t , is verr f1'1 endly i h th editor 

of this R'PP' ruid has aPree . to do h t c to 1)lPin < t ter o -
4 the editor, if w will furnish him i th ei h r t P. nrune of th arti le 

a out which ·e _o e d Jhi h , unf,vo r ble t P~le ~tinP; or h d~ e 
oft Pi~ e in which ed. If ~o cotld urnisn me wi h thi~ coy 
I b live e cnn a good job tow rs ~e:tin thi rPr tr. ight ned 
out in 01r f vor. 

'it1 kinds pP .on r rd. 

R 1 h F. as 
8/ 1/44 
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Zinni.st r e.,. e:nc:r O\lncil 

D r q_lph: 

C 
0 
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T E JE'IIS' ADVOCATE 

Bo ton 14 

t'-l sa.chusetts 

S nt~mber 
th , 
Third 
1944 

I h~ve iven you le te r, witj. 1 nccomnAnyin~ Pnclosur s, a 
c· eful recd·n~; Al~o mv very best thouFht. I t must be n P. tood 
th hP. CYn:.n1.0n~ of corre~-oon1len s :!"e v,::,ry fri:>au~ t y n')t tho P of . 
the ni:> ·•r1,; .""~r . ~: f mil ~r · t:r with .hi n n n r, it 
edi tori 1 1ri ters, • te :_10 iciec: ,...nrl ee r::- 1 :il ., ti 11 conf thP 
t. temen • Ther ?.rP t o ug - s tions : 1. Ju t 1 t it. ~--1.c:c: . 2 . 

, rite a lPtter t h _,dito:i .. o 1 Cnric:ti., ciPnCP .,.onitor, on ~ 
or . r St ~~t, Boi:ton, .~ _ us~ttc:, referrin to th ie tch and 

;ointi ng o t loei ~lly ,nd or erlv (thou~ bri fly) the er or 0f the 
.~y of the corre pendent . A ,1:r. iohn J . Anthony e~ye: "ThR.t 1 my 
av1 ce to you" . 

Very cord i 11 , 

(Si.on ,d ) Jose h Brin 

,ir . Al ph F. B . 
Bo ton 

... . 
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R p~ F. BASS, !J;C. 

Hilton & Sou h m"'.)ton Street 

BOSTO , 11.ASS. 

R" b j A' n. ·1v r 
~ ~rr;;ency ou.nci 

342 on ue 
Yor~, ~r. Y. 

DP. ~ R bi S.lvcr: 

I h ve rec ived a lPtte frri.u Jop_ ryh B in, thP na ine e i or 

of the Jewish dvn ~ e, which i~ tt c ed, and beforP pro e din to 
w0 r the nrtic e in the Chri ian Sci . 'onitor c: Jm 2 I woul 

like to lmov if y repr~~ n ~tion of an: kind h e bP nm d o th 
edi o . I f ,:::o thP P is nothin f,l h I c,n o, but if not I ould 
likP t~ do RQ .r.Brin wU ~ ~StB An ~end ch Q lPtter sho~in~ he e ro 
of th a of th~ c0rre non 1 . I f I do c:io ould :,o lease h: ve 

som .one en~r the roner kind o l t er to ri et~ the dito of the 

ChristiM Science 'oni r . 

Sincerelv your, 

:G nh F. 



WILLIAM $.BENNET 

NEW YORK 5 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

44 Wall street 
September 6, 1944 

East 105th st. at Ansel Road 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Referring to yours of August 2, 
1944 and subsequent correspondence, 
Mr. Albert w. Levitt writes me that his 
recollection about your connection with the 
opposition to Senator Hawkes s ponsoring 
S.J.R. 85 differs from mine. As the matter 
has ceased to be of any practical importance 
I do not see anything to be gained by 
pursuing it further and express my regret 
that I put yo u to the necessity of writing 
a longhand letter during your vacation. 
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Prepared by: Dr. I. B. Berkson 

NOTE O MEETL1G 'WITH FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

RE: INFORMATIO BULLETIN ON PALESTINE 

September 151 1944 

The origin of this meeting is described in the enclosed note sent to Dr. Silver in June. The meeting, in which representative Jews and Christians were to participate, was finally arranged for September 13th. About a week earlier Dr. Johnson telephoned to me and indicated the persons whom he was inviting. As I heard the names they were: 

For the Arab side: Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Professor Ernest Hocking, Dr. Wilbert Smith (Secretary of the International Commission of the Y.M.C.A. in Cairo and the Near East), Professor Philip Hitti, and a Mr. Baroudi, a Lebanese Christian. 

On the Jewish side, in addition to Dr. Israel Goldstein and myself, he had invited Dr. Richard Rothschild, who was to represent the American Jevish Committee, Rabbi Maurice I. Eisendroth of the Reform wing, and a certain Rabbi Bernard Heller. The last named is a graduate of the Hebrew Union College, but inclined toward conservatism. He is not a practicing rabbi and can hardly be called representative. I therefore suggested that instead of Bernard Heller either Philip Bernstei n or J aines Heller be invited. The former had an important engagement, and so Professor Johnson consented to invite Dr. Heller. Mr. Lourie, with whom I was in contact, made sure by wiring Holler and also writing asking him to come. I also suggested that someone be invited from the Christian Council. Professor Johnson seemed reluctant; said that he had ascertained that Dr. Voss was not going to be in town. After consultation with Dr. Voss, we suggested Dr. Atkinson, Dr. Harlow or Dr. Albright and urged that it would be desirable to have two, or perhaps all three, in order to have opposite numbers to the anti-Zionist Christians present. However, the only one available was Dr. Albright. Lourie and I in consultation made additional efforts, at the urging of Dr. Goldstein, to get a stronger representation of the Christian Council, but we found nobody available at that time. 

In the meantime, Dr. Goldstein had learned that Mr. Wallach of the American Council for Judaism had also been invited. Professor Johnson claimed that he had mentioned the name to me over the telephone, but I either did not hear it or the mention of the name failed to impress itself on my consciousness. I was at the time concentrated on the idea of getting a stronger representation £or our position; and I did not think it was within my province generally to tell Professor Johnson whom~ to invite. However, Dr. Goldstein felt that it was not proper that the Jews should appear divided before the Arabs, and also that it was not fitting that we should sit together with Mr. Wallach who has an unsavory reputation among us. While I did not feel so strongly about the matter as he did, I told him I would join him in talcing the same attitude before 
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Professor Jolmson. However, Professor Johnson felt that he had gone to 
a tremendous amo'Wlt of trouble to arrange the meeting, that he had ac
cepted all our suggestions for invitations, and that he did not see his 
way clear to rescind the invitation extended the American Council. As 
a compensation, however, he was ready to invite an additional person to 
represent our point of vie, and at the suggestion of Professor Albright, 
v.rith whom he had talked the matter over (they had happened to meet at a 
conference) he invited Mr. Neumann, whom both Dr. Goldstein and myself 
welcomed as an invaluable addition. In the light of this I said that I 
would consent to attend, being invited as an individual and not as a re
presentative of any organization, but Dr. Goldstein thought that he had 
a greater responsibility as President of the Zionist Organization and 
would have to consider the matter. 

The meeting took place at two o•clock on Wednesday, September 13th, 
in the Board Room of the Protestant Episcopal Church House, 281 Fourth 
Avenue. At the last moment some of those invited found it impossible to 
come for one reason or another, and the meeting consisted of the following: 

For the Federal Council 

Dr. F. Ernest Johnson, Executive Secretary of the Federal Council 

Mis. Edith A. Trotter, Assistant to Dr. Johnson 

Dr. ilbert Smith 

Dr. Conrad Hoffmann, Jr., of the Board of National Missions of 
the Pr sbyterian Church 

Miss Glora M. Y!ysncr, also of the Board of National Miosions 

Representing the Arabs 

Profe sor Philip Hitti 

Mr. Barou.di 

Rabbi Elmer B rger of the Americcn Council for Judaism (Mr. 
Wallach es ill) 

Rabbi aurice I. Eisendrotb 
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Dr. I. B. Berl:son 

Rabbi James Heller 

Mr. Arthur Lourie (substituted at the last moment for Mr. 
Neumann who found it impossible to attend) 

Dr. Israel Goldstein finally decided not to attend; Professor Hocking did not appear; and it was explained that r. Rothschild was ill. 

In opening the meeting, Dr. Jolmson explained that some months ago 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ had planned to have an 
Information Bulletin devoted to Zionism. It was felt among them that the 
Christian Council for Palestine, which is pro-Zionist, afforded an opportunity for a presentation of the Zionist side of the case. They thought, 
therefore, that their Bulletin should lay the emphasis on the pre entation 
of the Arab side of the case. (Comment: This seems to me different from 
what Professor Jolmson had indicated originally when he firE>t told me 
about the Informat~on BulJ~~J.n. At that time, I gained the impression 
that the Bulletin as designed to be an objective statement of the case. 
I.B.B.) Then he indicated that re might discuss the questions which he 
had outlined in the notice of the meeting sent to us, a copy of which is 
attached herewith. We never got further than the first question, though 
most of the other problems were introduced in the course of 1hat turned 
out to be a very informal discussion. 

Vle think that our side presented the Zionist side quite well and had 
the better of the argument. Albright did not maintain a "Commonwealth" 
point of view, but he was very helpful in emphasizing the achievement of 
the Je\ts in Palestine and the possibilities of further development. He em
phasized the danger of Moslem-Arab dominance and pointed out that this was a danger not only for the Jews, but also for the Christian minority in Palestine. However, despite the strong argument put up, it was clear that the opposite side had a fixed point of vie strongly antagonistic to any further 
Jewish developJent in Palestine. Miss Trotter, for instance, suggested in the interests of "equality" that immigration into Palestine should be pro
hibited for both Jews and Arabs. It was quite evident that the Federal 
Council was seeking a solution on the basis of no further Jewish immigration 
into Palestine whatsoever . While we may not have influenced them to change their basic attitude, nevertheless it v,as clear that we had shaken their belief that they could support a restriction of immigration on economic grounds or on the ground of displacement of the Arabs. 

We also succeeded in disabusing them of the idea that their point of 
view ould receive support from any part of the Jewish community in the 
United States. They had stressed the differences amongst the Jews as a 
justification for their own perplexities . In this connection the presence of Dr. Berger of the American Council for Judaism helped rather than bin-
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dered. In the course of the discussion Professor Johnson had turned to him 
to ask how much backing the Zionist point of view had. Dr. Berg r tried 
to indicate that no one knew; that in view of the fact that the Zionists 
had an organization to propagate their point of vie, it was probable that 
the anti-Zionist feeling in the country was far larger than it appeared to 
be at present. He seemed to indicate that anti-Zionism would grow in the 
future when people 'Wlderstood that the Zionists were aiming to establish 
a Jewish State in Palestine. His presentation was not in itself convincing. 
In addition to the excellent statements in reply made by Dr. Heller, Rabbi 
Eisendroth, who indicated that his own group was opposed to the Commonwealth 
formula, declared in very clear terms that the majority of organized Jews 
in the country favor the Commonwealth position and that even within his own 
group there was a division of opinion. He pointed out, too, that Reform 
Judaism had for many decades carried on an anti-Zionist program and made 
it clear that the movement in Reform Judaism, both among the rabbis and the 
laymen, was in the Zionist direction not only in the vague sense of the re
ligious affiliation, but in the cleerly political sense of Zionism. His 
presentation was restrained, well balanced, but very forceful and made a 
strong impression, particularly since it came from the Reform group. 

Toward the end of the meeting Dr. Heller pointed out that the publica
tion of a Bulletia by the Federal Council along the lines indicated by 
their representatives at the meeting would lead to disappointment and in
dignation on the part of the very great majority of the Jewish community. 
He praised the Federal Council for the B letin on "The Mass Murder of Jews 
in Europe", publinhed some months ago, and said that it had aroused a great 
deal of favorable comment among Jews, and th t the effect of this imprcs ion 
rould be completely destroyed by an anti-Zionist and pro-Arab Bulletin 

which implied the prohibition of Jewish immigration into Palestine. It ap
peared to me that if anything will have an effect on them it is this line 
of argument. They are ready to appear a.s anti-Zionist, but do not wish to 
appear as anti-Jewish. 

I called up Dr. Goldstein this morning (September 14th) to report on 
the meeting, and he took it upon himself to get in touch with Dr. Johnson 
and to find out what he is going to do about the Information Bulletin. Our 
idea, of course, is to counsel that it should not be published as the best 
way out of an embarrassing situation for both sides. 

Septe.mber 14, 1944 



COrFERENCE ON PALESTINE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

September 15, 1944 

1. The general groement among Jewish groups with reference to the Vfuite P!'.\per of 1959 
seems to rest on very different grollllds : 

(a) the desire to speed immigration; 
(b) the desire to remove what is regarded as unjust discrimination. 

mat agreement is there as to strategy? 
What should tho British Government be asked to do? 

2. Do · the terms "national home," "Commonwealth," "state," etc. mean to all practical 
intents the same thing? 

5. Row important in the controversy is historic connection with Pulestine? 

Hovl can either Arab or Jewish claiL1 be maintained on this ba.sis, as against t he other'? 

4. Is it not cl~ar that the long-continued debate over the McMahon-Hussein corres9ondence 
comes down to this: There was less a. misunderstanding than a strategic prepration for 
later moves , with w&ming given on either side that the points in disagreement ~ere 
not, conceded, that their determination was being merely postponed. 

5. How important is the element of refuAe in the Zionist claim? 

(a) Is there reason to expect any exten·~ive Jewish. migration after the war? 
(b) If the consideration of ~efuge is of primary importance, why is any other 

location than Palestine excluded? 
( c) If this consideration is not of pr ry importance, why is the v;hole matter 

considered so urgent? 
• 

6. What is the ans,er to the charge that it is hypocritice.l for the United States to 
support the tionist program against Arab opposition while sho ing no eagerness to re
ceive Jertlsh immigration here? 

7. ~bat concrete proposal is there for winning Arab support for the Zionist program? 
Is the Arab opposition abating? 

8. Is it not true that the Arabs have gained much as a result of the developments car
tied out under the Zionist program? 

9. What of the proposal to internationalize Palestine? 

10. A serious student of the Palestine problem - an outsider - is almost inevitably puz
zled by the mixture of political and religious elements in Zionism. Rabbi Silver has 
snid that Zionism is a secular movement. The British Royal Commission declared that 
it was a nationalist, not a religious, movement. What is the truth of the matter? 

11. There is some evidence that a compromis solution ma.y be sought by the British Govern
ment. If so, is American Jewry prepared to propose or to accept a compromise, and if 
so, what? 

12. What, if any, compromise proposal would the Arabs accept? 

·---
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

3-42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

T o Dr. Abba Hillel ilver D111e September 15, 1944 

From I . B. Berkson 

I am sending you herewith a note on our meeting with the Federal 

Council of the Churches of Christ held on 'T .. e esday, September 13th. 

Copy to Dr . Israel Goldstein 
Rabbi James Heller 
Mr. Arthur 1'ourie 
Mr. Emanuel Neumann 
Mr. Harry Shapiro 
Dr. Abba H. Silver/ 



ol-merican ZioniJt Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of AmMica 

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

a,.,_. 

,) 

'S)"" . J..' 'lo'- ~ J9 ...Q. S;,2 "-«-

~<'Gar-'(' ~ 

(:>~O'--' -u)o. ~ 

~--0 . 

~ 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 



THE EREZ ISRAEL (PALESTINE) FOUNDATION FUND 

KEREN HAYESOD LTD. 
INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND 1921 

CAI LES: KERJESSOD JERUSALEM:nu::,,~51:)5 • BENTLEY'S CODE. PHONE46tlfU>5t> 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohl o 

Dear Dr. SilTer: 

September 22, 1944 

n"~K,n M:)~?n 
188 ., .n 0,5,e,,,, 
HEAD OFFICE 
JERUSALEM P. 0. ■. 1183 

• 
A00REII REPLY TO 

ROOM 1100 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

On October 11th, 1944, the annual Zionlet Conference will take place in 
Paleatine. Thie Conterence 1• 1poneored b7 the Keren Ha7eaod, and it baa 
become a traditional feature in the lite of the Ti1huv. In tact, it bae 
become the"Zionl1t Con.gr•••" ot the Yiehuv, to which delegate• come from 
all over the country. The ■ember• of the hecutive of the Jevieh .&cene;r 
give their report• at thie forum. 

°'1r He&d Office in Jeruealem baa a■ked ue to approach ;rou for a m•••ace 
for the Conference. We ,heretore would very much appreciate 7our sending 
ue auch ••••age to be cabled to Jen1ale■ - or it you prefer to cable the 
••••ace d.irectl7, k1n417 let ua know when it hae been aent. 

Vi th llaD1' t:banlr:1 and kind regards, 

Sincerel;r youre, 

~~~/~ 
kb:ne:br 
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I send ., ou t ' ca sion 
of ur Con_erenee eet n n f o o e 
ost d ci ive •e s 1n the h • our people. 

K ren Hayaaod s been inni ir. port 
and response.from ric n Je J s t l e conv cti 
gr a of t he tre ea:lous ... nd nspir ,· role ich 
the iBhuv ;,la ad int rec e r our p 
and int e r f · r t· e lib~ration r nk1nd rm 
tlazi-Fa_ciat t ra.nny. Stop eric .n public timent 
ovor elmin l im our hist ric c use s videnced 
b the recent heart~ endorsement in t l.e pl tfort:18 
of both J or • oli tic -1 p rti • !e tand i th you 
wilted n ope and loyalt~. 

ABB ·~ILLEL SIL R 



Sept mber 29, 1944 

Dr. I. -B. Berkson 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
542 adiaon venue 
Ne York, N.Y. 

Ky dear Dr. Berkson& 

I ru ve not ov.;rlooked .,' t'> r letter o£ 
Au~ust 15. I could not re 1 to it until the 
matter of resi~n· tion was out of the way . 

I should of course be v -•rJ haJ)Y to have 
you c e to Cleveland at your conver~i nee so that 
e cmld have leisarely •schmoos.• I ill not 

be in New York before October 12 and t. en only for tae 
day. I shall then o on to Atlantic City. Pe . ..aps 
1e can find few h urs in • tlantie Cit:,r tor a • llc. 

Should ou 1 1sh to c e tv C,lavel ~ before Octob ... r 12, 
I •111 t ,e :-lt1d t s e you a."'l) \y ex::! t October 6 en 

I 8.111 scheduled to b in Chica o. 

I lave Leen reading your P lestine ' tudy and 
have been kin some no es al o along. 

ith all go 
ear, I rem in 

SiBK 

is es for er 

Very cordl~lly v ura, 



c:A-merican Zioni~t Cmerg,encg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

October 4, lt144 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

Thank you for your letter of September 
29th. I'd like to meet you in Atlantic City, 
if possible, and any time that you suggest 
after October 12th I will try to arrange. ~ 9 -~ 

would be nice if you could make it in the(af
temoon so that I could go and come back on 
the same day. 

With very best regards, 

Cordially, 

~~ 
I. B. Berkson 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ibbung 
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c:American Zion~t Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hedassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Miuachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Amsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

October 8, 1944 

I am sending you the Outline that I promised. 
This seems something like carrying the coals to Newcastle, but 
perhaps there may be a suggestion here or there. I weave some 
facts into the story that you may wish to use even if you dis
card the rest of it. You may note that I have included some 
of the other material which I sent you on Friday in the present 
Outline. 

My main idea is to avoid laying emphasis on the 
negative aspect, the att~ck against the enemies of Zionism, and 
to wild up toward a positive statement of' the Zionist progrwn 
today. It is a rough draft, of course, and I have paid no at
tention to style, nor have I attempted to make it consistent 
in style. In some places I have let myself go beyond my usual 
prose into something that sounds like a speech. This I hope 
you will pardon. 

The paragraph on the State Department (page 6) 
I have put in parentheses, to indicate my particular l ack of 
self-confidence at this point. The attitude to be taken toward 
the State Department is a matter of major policy which I regard 
beyond my scope, but the thought occurred to me and I set it 
do~n nevertheless. 

IBB:PK 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

P. s. In the excerpt I sent you Friday from the Esco ~·oundation 
Palestine Study interpreting the meaning of the Jewish Common
weal th, a bad err.gr crept in due to the omission of a line in 
copying. From the version you have, it would appear that the 
Jewish Commonwealth is in harmony with the principle of consti
tutional parity, which is, of course, the direct opposite of the 
case. I am sending you a corrected version herewith and I wish 
you would deJJtroy the other one • 

I.B.B. 
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1IE STERN UNION TELEGRAM 

Y JEROSAIEM OCT. 10 

NLT .ARTHUR WURIE 

342 MADISON .A.VE NYX 

(RECEIVED OCT. 12, 1944 - 6 P!!) 

CONFIDENTI.U. COLONI.AL OFFICE GRAN'l!ED 10200 CERTIFICJ.TES FOR NmXT HALF 

DAR BEGINUING OCTOBER FIRST INCLUDING 3200 CHILDBEN FROM FRANCE 

SWITZERLAND BELGIUM STOP MOST CHILDREN PRE SENT LY SCATTERED .AMONG 

CHRISTIAN FABMERS ~ MONASTERIES THEIR IMMEDIATE TRANSFER PALESTINE 

MOST VITAL MAIN DIFFICULTY TRANsPORTATION STOP PLEASE CONT.ACT APPBOPRIATE 

.WTHOBITIES. VIEW OBTJ.INilfG JMERIC.AN SHIPS .A!ID FACILITATE MILITARY 

.AUTHORITIES FOR WBARCATION FRENCH PORTS STOP CABLED SAME HJ.DASS.AH 

ORGANISATION NEW YOBX 

DAVID DNGURION 

10/13/44,.SJ 



Rabbi A. ~ilver, 
342 Mau1son Avenue, 
1-Jew YorK. 

Dear Dr . Sil er, 

rrHE ZIO. 1ST l~D"ERA'l'ION 
ot 

~reat Britain & Ireland 

75 Gr. Russell Street 
London 11 • c. 1 

12th October 1944 

One 01 tne leau1ng .l:)r.i tish delegates to the forthcoming 
Congress ~onference 1s ~orman Jacobs of Manchester, whom I should like· 
to intoa.uce to you in a very s~ecial way. and anything tnat you can do 
to bring him into contact with leaa.1ng men of ffa1rs 1n your coun-cry 
would be ot inest1m" c r• l'f' :· 1 tis f ure work 1n En .;l sh Zionism. 

Norman PCO. is the Vice-Pre 1 ent of the Zionist 
Federation and one of the leaciers of the United Palestine Apneal of 
Manchester . .tie is in fact the "boss" of m.ncnester Zionism. 

By ori ';in a Sout,h African Jew, he has distin~ished himself 
in our ranks for his con,c1entious ~evotion to duty, for his matchless 
e:ftic1ency, ana. for his active and alert arrnroach to Zionist ana Jewish 
problems . 

ioung, but mature, Mancunian, but comprehensive in outlook, 
be has succeedec in the course of a decade and a half in u restorin~ 
M ncne~ er to its nivotal and key nosition in En~lish Zionism which it 

· occu_ied nrior o the :Balfour Decla.retion. He is naturally anxious clurin 
his visit to America to acaua .t himself with the technique a well as th 
ideol gical background. of erican Zionism ~nd American .Jewish life in 
eneral. You are probably also ware that he is now the Chairman of the 

Political Committee of the Zionist Federation, nd that he occunies a lead.-
in position in the :Board of nuties and in some of its nr1ncinal Committees, 
whil tat tne same t me holding the no ition of ice- hairman in the 
M nchester Jewish Re resent tive ouncil. 

With kind re~ rds, 

Yours sincerely, 

L. :Bakstansky 



/ 

coy 

Miss £liz8beth F. Vilkomerson 
220 Broadway 
Lew York City 

1'i.y dear 11 i s Vilkomersons 

October 17, 1944. 

I want to take this oooortunity to ackno ~edge 

na thank you for the copy of the Resolution sent me 

·ith your letter of October 15th. 

I know that you will be pleased to learn that 

I intend to call a me eting of the Foreign ffairs Committee 

immediately after elPction for the purnose of renorting 

thi Resolution to the House. 

\. ith best wishes, I am 

incerely ours, 

(Sgo) Sol Bloom 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Mr. Harry L. Shapiro Date October 261 1944 

From I. B. Berkson 

You may recall that at our recent staff meeting I suggested that we publish 
a series of four to eight page statements on some controversial issues, par
ticularly with reference to Arab claims. Jmong those I had in mind were 
leaflets on the following: 

The Hussein-McMahon Understanding 
War Services of the Arabs 
Statements of the Emir Feisa.l 
Effect of the Jewish Development on Arab Life in Palestine 
Arab Intransigence and "Political Zionism" 
Arab Government and Treatment of Minorities 
Conditions in the Near East and the Problem of Self-Government 
The Arab Attitude Toward the United Nations and the War 

As in the case of material prepared by the Research Department for the He rings, 
each leaflet would contain a brief summary statement of the situation and be 
followed by docwnentary evidence taken from non-Jewish sources to substantiate 
the position. 

I have found such material invaluable in answering various statements and in 
the general preparation of material. Unfortunately today we have to retype 
each statement as neededJ printing such statements would facilitate the work. 
These .leaflets could al.so serve for instructing our people throughout the 
whole country on a number of issues, and for providing them with data. 

Some months ago I took up the question of publishing such leaflets with Cbaim 
Greenberg. The idea was to publish them in a booklet similar to the green 
covered pamphlet, The Broken Pledge, gotten out by them last year. I received 
no reply from him, but last week I had another talk and he has indicated to me 
that he would be glad to get out such a pamphlet if we provide the material. 
It would be gotten out by the Jewish Frontier Association. The Jewish Fron
tier has a very good reputation in academic and general circles and I think 
it would be a good thing if such a pamphlet bore their imprint. If so desired, 
full credit would be given to us and a statement made that the material was ob
tained from the Research Department or the American Zioniet Eaergency Council. 

Both of us felt, however, that before proceeding with this I should have formal 
authorization from the Emergency Council. It was thought that some people might 
take objection to our giving this material. to the Jewish Frontier instead or 
publishing it ourselves. I am therefore writing to you to ask you whether it 
will be all right for me to go ahead on this with Dr. Greenberg. I do not know 
whether this matter will have to be taken up with the Executive Commlttee; per
haps it will be sufficient to have Dr. Silver• s approval. In any case, would 
you please give me a written repl)'1 

ibb1mg 
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NLT DAVID BENGURION 
JEWISH AGENCY 
JERUSALEM (Palestine) 

October 26, 1944 

REGARDING REFUGEE CHILDREN REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED SYMPATHETIC 

RESPONSE BUT PROBLEM TRANSPORTATION THIS TIME PRESENTS GREAT 

DIFFICULTIES CONTINUING EFFORI'S SI'OP ASSUME MATTER BEING ACTIVELY 

PURSUED ALSO LONDON 

Rl'HUR LOURIE 
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CO?IGR.SSS OF THE UNITED ST.ATES 

Committee on Foreien Affairs 

House of ReprApentatives 

. ashington 

Oc o r 31, 1944 

~ dear Mr. Lourie: 

Your letter of the 27th, with reference to the 
refugees who ere depor ed from Palestine . to Mauritius, 
has Just been forwarded to me here in New York. 

I am taking thie roo.tter up imnediP-tely and s 11 
do everytning possible to help. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed Sol Bloom 

r • .Arthur Lourie 
American Zioni~t Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, • Y. 
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to migrate in-to Pale ·, i ne end oe allon Ci to se t tle there; 111hether igra-
tion should be limited by economic or other e:.msl er ti. :m ; ; hat- r . uch 
11mi tations, if any, s hould b l mpo: co. oy t he Ar·· ::>s or t her th\-3 J Ci slo 
should rest in other ~- .:1daJ or hetber t e J a ,s • hou.ld b13 cry:., talJ. i zed s "' 
static minority in Palestine .;.ubJeet to an ArE..b maj orit · . The underlyi n CT 
1 a& ;:,f tl~e I:ht J,t,1j,~ n ..; QI!lS to oe t r t t.:~3 tr,.)uo e ~rls es n re y o t of t.he 
fact th6..t the lioni ~ts - or so:··e z, onists - reg .rd t e ~vdntue.l e t- t 'b lsh
.1~ent of t h e Jetilsh St ta t..S an b olute, but it ls c~e!l.r t h~'" lle t.. jor 
problems would be the same today even :~ f th.is u.1.timate aim re a. ni u . 

4. Tha1· Jhould have been :i.n che Bulletin s ;..ue :ndi c t ion 01.' 11·1at out-
3UUldln C ri st.iaJ s thi nk ti.b ~ ut tha Z oni t;t 1ue ... tlon rui • t~ e .?cl. tine is-

/ sue. There is othl.1g • t r fleets L18 Crlr t 3tio.n .; usol nee l 1~pli in 
/ the phraf3o, "Ju.stica to tba J w", d to t , l ea r :terre to y Balfv 4r 

•hen_he sa1 d that C1.risten om "wao t . ind ul of t, ,!8 service 1.J y Lthe 
Jew.1/'lllid rendered to the t.re t re igious of the orld." The Chr i stian 
mind does recognize • certain "historical connection" o .. th• Je .,; 1 t h Pul
esti n • Tt is sans ) f C iste. dom' s b i 6a i n nte ea into tL e 3a ..... ~our 
Declaration, .nd though an ir!'ponderab e, l:, t.. ~enu n Lu tor u t t 11 

.ec .. ;s t l e situation. 

5. It is sur,;,ri s in that t Bulletin q )s no ref ereno to tne hris
tian lnterent in Pales tine, &s the crad e o . Chris ti · 11 ty w1 s c u1 try 
in which t1ere is a vi ta.l Christiw1 iut r .: t. today . Tna Bµlletin seams to 
vie •1th complac n.:.y tre :,os •i ility o i1osl m o:nintlt iou n P J, t ~ne. Tl e 
-,rob le;n3 th~ t face t .t ...,1 rls Uan .ninori ty in. Pale Jt .:.ne re 1ot co id r d in 
the l i i t of t .. e tendanc of Ar~tb nati.onali to dav,3lo? ~ ;. Oi : extr ist 
li. e!ll. ln t • • connectL.>t , t 1 comc>l ete sup pres 1011 i.J.ly }res .u. tat on of 
the t rroris tio acti ~itl s o_ ~1~ . ufti of J r~3al i s zin. 

6 . o c n s l aer~ tivn 1 s iv n t o the c i s 1 •J :)ri 1 tic 
o icy in U e o~r ~ s t in i t r lla.tion to P rob l e.n ru, to Bri-

tish vacillatlous in impl ~1 lti g the ~d te t t er · r. e ,JJt r the nee · s ot 
t e pire. oreo :er, t ia no r fer r.ce to i,;h erl .... an co. 1 ... or-
ial zmd oil lnter s i a N r Th se . &ter i. ~ue.:; t l o • .r o~-

vious y major f actor" iri 1e hole .... •ro b~ J' a~fect in i i rect 
ways th a.tti tuct .; S ..s.n.d ctl vi ti ~s Christian mi $ io rl b s -, 11 • s 
,:-,ho e o e c irectly eoncer .ed • .l th uch . tt r ~; . In · rac nt .1.e ~t r r tt u 
to the r ew Yorjc Tlr ~Uh Profe~ sor Dodd or the Univer"' i ty J. eirut, .i' ter con
sider · nu al stine issue from the . oint f v· •of t .u stl n of ~r b 
inde end ~.moa, ref rs to t . ee o .uot ~Ua. : oni~ln t e .t:i.rab ln te 11 ~ht 
of oil uestion in Sau • i Ar&bio.. 

7. Summariaing, there seem to be ·nvolv d fur ,.ues tio.us -
eelf co plexs 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Mr. Arthur Lourie Dt1le November 21 1944 

I. B. Berkson 

I am sending you herewith copies of the three letters and memoranda I worked up in connection with the Federal Council Bulletin. Iou recall that the American i1onist Emergency Col.Ulcil was to make its own formal protest in the form of a .letter. This, it seems to me, shouJ.d be brief and make reference only to the different types of defect, without going into any detail. I take it that you will compose this letter yourself, using whatever material you wish from what I am submitting. 

Do you think th.at any of this material should be circulated among the members of the Executive Committee? If so, will you have the arrangements made? 

ibb:mg 



Hon. Franoe1 p. Bolton, 
Hanna Building, 
Cleveland, Ohi~. 

l..A.W 0FFIC.EB 

EZRA SHAPIRO 

540 13tJAJlOIAN l:ltJILDINCil 

CLEVELAND, □HI□ 
-

CHERRY 3737 

ovember 6, 1944. 

My dear Congressman Bolton1 

We want you to know, e were very happy to he r £ran your 
••oretar~, Mr. atertield, t . t you uthori,ed him to Btat t t you 
intend to follow the orrioial poaition or the Republican rty on 
th lestine question. Thia was reoently anno nood by r0ver11 r 
De yin hi re11 statement or Ootober 12th, wherein ho tated that 
he "henrtily indoraes t P le tine plank in the P. publican ty 
pl tform." nd t the i "tor the reoonatitution of Palestine 
free and democratic Jewish oommomr•alth in acoordanoe with the 
B lfour Deol r tion or 1917 o.nd the resolutio of the .... epublioan 
Con resa in 1922". • ·e r alize .. o valuable your opinion and &.&siat oe 
in this atter oan be beoau e or t resmi1e o• o ycur position in 
Con.gr s and particularly o th Rouse Foreir,n Aff .ira itt•e• 

, e would have enjoyed sieetine; w1 t 1 .. ou ain. e r li z , 
howeve~4

: ho ery bu y you must ha Te been in reoent w •k• 1 since o r 
return fr a.bro d. 

y we expr •s th hop that the lestine re10lution, ow 
pending before Congre••• will be 1peedily p eaed, e1poci&lly in view 
of Seor tary of r Stia1on•1 ithdraw&l. or ilit ry obj otiona 
thereto, aa set forth 1 hi• reoent lett r to S or o rt T rt. 

'lfith b st ishee, I 
' 

EZ a 



• 

November 8, 19~4 

Dr. Samuel icCrea Oavert 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ 

i!l. .Amerca 
297 Fourth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Cavert: 

I have just read the Eullctin on Palestine issued by 
tho Research Department of tho Federal Council of Churches. 
As President of the Zionist Organization of America, I wish 
to convey to you my fonnal protest against what I consider 
to be an inadequate and unfair statement of tho mnjor issues 
involved in the Palestine question. 

Prior to going into the issues themselves, may I point 
out a tendency in the Bulletin to underestimate the strength of 
Zionist opinion among Jews in the United States, and to over
estimate the strength of the anti-Zionist view, The presont 
rnembershi~ of the affiliated Zionist organizations is well ovor 
300,000 members. The figure which you use, taken from tho 
American Jewish Yearbook of 1943-1944, c.g, 207,000, includes 
only "constituent" organizations of tho Zionist Organization of 
America. It does not i!l.clude the "affiliated" organizations, 
nor the t11,o important wings - the Mizrachi (Orthodox religious 
Zionists) and the Labor wing. On the other hand, the '.Bulletin 
states th~t the American Council for Judaism has enrolled about 
5,000 mernbers, a figure twice as high as that reported by Ur. 
Lessing Rosenwald at the Congressional hoaringo last February. 
It mey be that tho membership of the Council has erown; in that 
case current fie;ures of the Zionist membership shoul~ have been 
ascertained, and not those of last year used. Even in accordance 
with fi~res given, the anti-Zionists represent a negligible 
percentage of the Jews. Nevertheless, a considerable amount of 
space is devoted to the statement of their position. 

Now as to the issues themselves. 
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1, Tho Moaning of the :Balfour Declaration 

The first :paragraphs, under the caption The Balfour Declaration, C. a:• :f' 3, 
column 2) are calmuated to give the impression that the original meanin:; of t he 
Balfour Declarr.ti :..;n was interpreted as "authorizing only a Jewish cultur .1 cm~~or." 
Thero mey have been some individuals who wished so to concoi vo tho mat tor• but the 
indubitnblo fact is that official statements by those who were responsible :or 
issuing it, and the public press generallv, interpreted the 3alfour Declarati ~n 'S 
sienifying the ultimate establishment of a Jewish State. On the vnrJ day thr-.t the 
Dcclar2.tion was first published (November 10, 1917), Cyril P. Scott, the editor of 
the Manchester Guardian, gave the following explanation: "What it means is th~t, 
assuming our military successes to be continued and the whole of Palestine brought 
securely under our control, then at the conclusion of peace our deliberate policy 
will bo to encourage in every way in our power Jewish immigration, to give full 
security, and no loubt a large measure of local autonomy, to the Jewish immiGrants, 
with a view to the ultimate establishment of a Jewish State". 

. . 
There are many otatements to the same effect made by highly ~laced persons. 

Lloyd Georr,e, who was Prime Minister at the time, has given tho follouing exposi
tion: 

"There has been a good deal of discussion as to the meaning of tho 
wora-~ 'Jewish National Homo' anf ... whether it involved the scttin6 up 
of a Je,iish National State in Palestine. I have already quoted the 
words actually used by Mr. Balfour when he submitted the Doclar~ti un 
to the Cabinet for its approval. They were not challenged at th 
time by any member present, o.nd thern could be no doubt az to what 
the Cabinet then had in their minds. It was not their idea that a 
Jewish State should be set up immediately by the Peace Treaty with
out reference to tho wishes of the majority of the inhabitants. 
011 the other hand, it was contomplated that when tho time arrived 
for according r epresentative institutions to Palestine, if the J ews 
had meanwhile r esponded to the opportunity n.ffordod thorn by the idea 
of a National Home and had become a definite majority of the inhabit
n..~ts, then Palestine would thus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The 
noti. on that Jewish immigration would have to be artificially re
stricted in order to ensure that the Jews should be a permanent 
minority never entered into the heads of nnyo!'le engaged in frn.r~ing 
the policy. That would have been regarded as unjust and as a 
fraud on the people to whom wo wore appealing.n 

There is incontrovertible evidence that the same view was taken by those 
who formulated American policy. Thia is indicat ed in President Wilson's well
known pronouncement, made on March 2, 1919: "I am perouaded that the Allied 
nations, with tho fullest concurrence of our Government and our pooplo, arc agreed 
thnt in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jo ,,i sh Co:rrunonwoal th." That 
this was a well considered state:nont is indicated by tho fact that less than two 
months boforo, in January 1919, Ghe body of American experts at the Peace Con
ference, known as the Comrnissicn of Inqtiry, made the following recommendation: 
"That the Jews be invited to retu1~ to Palostine and settle there, being a.~surcd 
by tho Conference of all proper assistance in so doing that mey be consistent 
wt th tho :protection of the personal (especially the religious) and tho J>roporty 
ri ght s of tho non-Jewish population, and being further assured that it will be 
the policy of the League of Nations to recognize Palestine as a Jewish state as 
soon as it is a Jewish state in fact." The view of this Commission is pn.rticula rly 
significant because its recommendation for Palestine was p~rt of an organic plan 
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for the settlement of the Near East problems in which full provision ,·ras macie, in 
Syria, Hesopotamia and Arabia, for the Arab aspiration for independence. It is 
also in J)oint to ncntion that the Commission was well aware of the fP.~ct tl :.Lt tho 
Jmrs in Palestine a.t that time were as yet in the minority. The Col!lmission 
reco{;Ilized that: "It is rl[;ht that Palestine should become a Jcuish state, i: 
the Je •1s, ooing given the full opportunity, make it such. It w?.s the cradle anci 
home of their vit~l race, which h~s made large spiritual contributions to manJ:in&, 
and is the only lanr .. in ,-,_,hich they CM hope to find a home of their own; they 
beine in this last ros):)cct unique among signi.ficant peoples." 

In striking contrast to the falluro to state the official American view on 
lfoJ.four Declarll.tion, the Bulletin brings in a referenco to the Report of the Kini:;
Crune Commission, despite the questionable character of this document. The Kine
Crane Report was uased on an investigation conducted in a.n atmoophorc of intrigue 
an( .. prop~n.nda; tho valid.ity of the method of investigation has been disputed: the 
conclusions coincidcc renarkably with the resolutions of the Syrian Arab Congress 
held in Damascus auring the investigations; two of the three experts associated 
with the Commission disagreed with the recommendations. The Report wn.s delivered 
to the Ancric~n Delegation in Paris in its closing days and was later filed with 
thP. State Depurtmcnt That the King--Crane Report had no effect on American policy 
is evidenced by the fact that the Sixty-seventh Congress in 1923 unBnimously pussed 
its Resolution favoring the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people in tenns of the Balfour Declaration. Incidentally, the late Richard 
Crane, '1ho we.s thC' dominating fieure in tho Col!l!!lission, was a woll-known anti-
Semi to. Arnbc:.~sador Dodd, in his Diacy:, says of him: "Jews arc anathema to him 
and he hopes to s00 them put in their plncc. His advice to me, of course, ,-,ns: 
'Let Hitler have his 1u;r'" · 

2, The Palestine AdDin:tstrc?.tion and the Jewish Agency 

In the section on The Palestine Administration an effort is r.iude to de
scribe the JC\·1i s~1 .. ~c:;Gncy as aspiring to act as a government side by side with tho 
British Government , Before giving tho view of tho Royal Commission - which 
indicates that t .. c Jewi sl: Agency was acting in a.n advisory capacity in hannony 
with Article IV of t e l:andate - the :Bulletin devotes t\10 long paragraphs to 
rei teratin;; the clw.rgcrn rw.r." .. e by the Hili tary Administration, over a quarter of 
a century 8{;o, to the eitect that th~ Zionist Commission, at thnt time in char-:e 
of Zionist ,-,ork, ,1c-.s exe··cJ.sinc governmental fu.nctionse It is well known that 
the Uili tary Adm.tnistration dnrin6 the :British occupation, 1918-1930, was bl tterly 
opposed to c.n:y i , ~,lomentation of tho Bn.lfour Declar, .tion. While it introduced 
Arabic as the language to be usod in Government departments - Turkish had been 
tho lan~age before - the ltilitary Administration refused to accord a similar 
privile~c to Hebrew. It tried to prevent land saler. on the excuse that the land 
registrles hc.d been carried awey by the Turks, a.~d to prohibit immir,ration bec~use 
the country wa~ poor and infesteo. w~th malaria. Sir Ronald Storrs, by no ~o~ns an 
a.rc'.9nt friend of Zionism, has written: "For one reason or another, every circum
stance ·or step to impler.ient the Balfour Declaration evoked a swelling chorus of 
protest against a.n attempted clepurture from the I,aws and Usages of War,," Paul L .. 
H2 _na states, in British PoJ.icy in P~luctine: "In Palestine .... where it was evident 
tha.t the Arabs objected strone·ly to ·•.)oth Zionist imnigr .tion and French control 
but wore willing to accept Eri tish aesistance and euidance in attai .. in~ their aim 
of a nni ted Syria, some officials co.nnot have failed to hope that events, ii' loft 
to themselves, would present the world with a fai t accompl1 in which both :E'r['.!lcc 
and tho Zionists would disappear from the Near Znst where Dritish domin~ncc would 
be c.ssurcd~" 



Dr. Cavert - 4 - November 8, 1944 

The Royal Com"lission was nn official :Sri tish body and vould naturally 
defend a ~ritish administration; fairness should have compelled t~e writer of tho 
:Bulletin to quote come of the evidence refuting the charges of tho l•tili tar-, Acninis
tration. In tho cXJ')osition of tho Royal Commission 1s view, moreover, some of tho 
quotations arc cut in a wa;,, that makes them convey an erroneous im:prcrrnion, c..n for 
instence in the reference to a "separate Jewish Judicature." In the context it is 
clear that the reference is not to a new institution created by the Zionist Com
mission, but to a development of tho "Peace Courts, an ancient Jewish system of 
arbi tration. 11 Those courts reflected. the Jewish religious tract! tion and were by 
no means governmental institutions. The other references arc similarly subj.ct to 
correction. There a.re also errors in the previous l)aragraph whcro self-government 
is discussed. It is not true that the failure of the efforts to ~evelop self
governing institutions was due to the impossibility of "reconciling Jews to minority 
representation." The fact is that in 1922, when tho Let;islativc Council wae first 
proposed, the Jews agreed to participate dospitc the fact that they were a small 
minority; the Arabs boycotted the elections because tho Legislative Council !mplied 
tho rccogni tion of the :Balfour Dcclarv.tion, and gave the :Sri ti sh Adr.\inistration a 
preponderating voice in final decisions. 

3, The Role of the Mufti and Arab Intransigents 
There is an inexcusable omission of any statement on the subversive activi

ties of the Hufti of Jerusalem and of the Supreme MosleM Council, despite the ver-✓ 
drastic criticisms of the Royal Commi~slon. The Royal Commission explains at con
siderable length how the Supremo Moslem Council was used by the Mufti of Jerusalem 
to promote trouble in Palestine. It relates how Haj Amin al-Husaini, an e:.;:-officer 
of the Turkish AI"fly, not well qualified for reli 6ious office, and instigator of the 
riots of 1920, was, with the aid of the :British Administration, raised to the 
position of 1.:ufti of Jerusalem, later to become President of the Supreme Itoslem 
Council. It points out further that the :-Iufti so entrenched. himself as President 
of the Supreme ?~osle~ Cour1cil that no reform of its statutes could be made which 
would have the effect of diminishing his power. It also reveals the intercon
nections between tho activities of the Arab Higher 0ommi t toe, which fomented t.10 
disturbances between 1936 and 1939, and the Supremo Moslem Council. In its con
clusion it declares that tho Supreme Moslem Council under the Mufti was no "!lore, 
nor less, than an "Arab impcrium in imperio. n (Report of the Palestine Royal 
Commission, p. 181) The wri tor of the :Bulle tin o.P,Po.rcntly did not care to expose 
this aspect of the si. tue.tiona the reference to the Supreme lfoslem 0ounci l is 
confined to a line or two which asserts that it was established in an effort to 
equalize the powers of the Jewish Agency, a statement which is incorrect in fact 
and misleading in implication. 

Dy this oMis~don, and by failure to tell tho story of Ho.j Amin al-Huse.ini, 
Mufti of Jerusalem, fomenter of riots in Palostino, orgo.nizor of the Rashid Ali 
al-Gailani pro-lrazi rebellion in Iraq, and now in :Berlin .. s a collaborator of Hi tlor, 
the !ulletin conceals the real cause of tho conflict in Palestine. Tho real c~use 
of the conflict in Palestine \-ra.s the intransigence of the Arab politic. l leader:; -
all members of the effendi class of the landed aristocrucJ - who resorted to violence 
and to collaboration with the Axis in order to remain politically tominant in Pales
tine. At their first Congress in Haifa, in 1920, the Arab leaders protested ago.inst 
the admission of Hebrew as El?l official language and went so far as to sey tha.t tho 
Jews had no place as officials in the Government because "Palestine, the Holy Land, 
belongs to the Christian and Moslem world, end tho administration of its aff ... irs 
should not be ontrusted to non-Mosloms or non-Ohristiano." In 1923, when the 
British offered them an Arab Agency Analogous to the Je,,ish Agency, their reply 
was: "The Arab owners of the country cannot see their wa;y to accept a proposal 
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which tends to place them on an equal footing with the alien Jews, 1 In 1936, be
fore the Royal Commission, Auni :Sey Abdul-Hadi, leader of the Nationalist Party, 
revealed his attitude toward the Jews in the following remark: "~To do not accept 
the fonnula laid down by the Jews, that there should be no domination by Jews over 
Arabs or by Arabs over Jews. 1 Auni :Sey Abdul-Hadi and tho Mufti cxplr..incd that tho 
400,000 Jews nt thn.t time in the country were al.rendy too many, To tho Chnimr-.n 1 s 
question I some of them would hn.vc to be removed by a process kindly or pru.nful, ~~s 
the case may be" the Mufti answered: "Ye must leave that the future;" that is, when 
the Arabs should have become masters of the country. The Bulletin takes no account 
of· Hoslem int ransigcnce either in Palestine or elsewhere and fails to mention the 
fact that where the Arab Moslems havo become the control~ing factor, as in Iraq, 
thoy have followed n policy of regimentation and crushing of minorities, as they 
did in their act of injustice to the :Sahai community, in their attempt to deprive 
the Kurds of minority rights, and in the massacre of the Assyrian Christians in 
1933. 

In marked contrast to this, the attitude of the Zionist Organization has 
always been concilia~ory. Tho Twelfth Zionist Congress in 1921 declared "the 
dotennination of the Jewish people to live with the Arab people on terms of unity 
and mutual respect, and together with them to make the common home into a flourish
ing community, the upbuilding of which may assure to each of its peoples an 
undisturbed national development.n In 1931, ton years later, at the conclusion 
of tho Soventeonth Zionist Congress, Nahum Sokolow, who for a time succeeded 
Dr. Weizmann as President of the Zionist Organization, spoke in the same vein. 
He said that it would be part of the progra~ of the Zionist Executive: "To take 
active measures in the economic, social and political spheres with the view to 
furthering friendly relations and establishing a rapprochcr.iont between the Jev:s 
and Arabs in Palestine, starting from the basic principle that without reference 
to numerical stron~th neither of the two peoples shall dominate or be dominated 
by the other." Despite the continued truculence of the Arabs, the Jewish rcpre- . 
sontatives before the Royal Commission in 1936 reiterated their general position 
and went so far as to state that if the basic principles of the Mandate with 
reference to immigration and land sales wore maintained thoy, on their part "wore 
preparod ••• to adhere to the principle of parity if a legislative Council were now 
established, and if the present Jewish minority were given an equal number of scats 
thereon with the present Arab majority, the Jews would never claim more than that 
equal number, whatever the future ratio between Arab ::.nd Jewish population mey 
beco~e.• To all of these offers of conciliation there was no response on the part 
of the Arabs. They refused to sit down with the Jews in the Round Table discussions 
in London as long as the !alfour Declaration and the Mandate were not wholly 
repudiated and immigration and land sales immediately stopped. 

4. The White Paper 

In presenting the 1939 White Paper the !ulletin gives much space to the 
!ritish Government's legalistic exposition, but fails to bring out the main point: 
that the White Paper aimed to crystallize tho Jews as a minority in Palestine and 
violated tho repeated assurances of all previous !ritish Governments that tho 
:Sal.four Declaration would not be repudiated. The human - rather, the inhuman -
aspects of the White Paper are not brought out: namely, that it came on the eve 
of the darkest hour in Jewish history when Jews were boing ruthlessly exterminated 
by tho Nazi fury. It gives no indication of the fact that tho !ritish Administra
tion in Palestine carried out tho 1939 Whito Paper to the last lotter, at times 
with shocking brutality, ~nd with tragic results, as in the case of the explosion 
of the Fatria and the sinking of the Struma. In stating t~e character of the 
Zionist opposition to the White Paper, the impression is left that the main 
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objection was that the White Paper Made the achievement of the Jewish state im
possible. It makes no mention of the more fundruncntal objoctionsl that it 
curtailed Jewish immigration nnd land sales o.nd condemned the Jews to become~ 
minority in what would eventually be an Arab stnte. The judgment of the Permanent 
Mandates Commission is given indirectly as an argument cited by the Zionists; not, 
as it was, a direct condemnation of !ritish policy. The !ulletin does not s~p 

anything about the outraged opposition that the White Paper evoked in the ~ritish 
Parliament, where the leaders of all the parties united to condemn it as a betrayal 
of !ritish honor and as another act of appeasement of Hitler a.~d Hussolini. Like
wise, nothing is said about the indignation aroused throughout the Jewish world and 
in the greater part of the Christian world against the White Paper. In fact, the 
impression is left that the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
associated itsolf with tho essence of the 1939 White Paper. 

s. The Jewish Commonwealth Pro,ram 

The Zionist organizations of tho world, supported by an ever-increasing 
majority of Jewish public opinion, f9rmulated their aims in terms of the Jewish 
Commonwealth in accordance with resolutions adopted at an Extraordinary Conference 
of Zionist Organizations in May 1942. This formulation of aims, which became known 
as the !iltmore Program, was later incorporated by the Palestino Commission of the 
American Jewish Conference, a body in which the major Jewish nationwide organi
zations, both non-Zionist and Zionist, were represented. The gist of the Jewish 
Commonwealth program mey be stated as follows& Jewish mass immigration into 
Palestine; the right of an auth.ori tative Jewish body to develop the economic 
potentialities of the country; the establishment of a democratic commonwealth 
after the Je-rs shall have attained a majority. The Jewish Commonwealth program 
guarontees equality of all citizens, non-Jewish and Jewish :'.like; provides for 
cultural and religious autonomy for the non-Jewish communities and proposes to 
develop Arabic as an official language and an Arabic educational system parallel 
to the Jewish system. It mey be noted that even here where the !"ulletin gives an 
extensive excerpt from the Commonwealth program, it leaves out the paragraphs -
which appear both in the !iltmore Program and in the American Jewish Conforonce 
resolution - in which the desire and readiness for full cooperation with tho Arabs 
both in Palestine and neighboring countries is reiterated. 

There is an issue which goes beyond all this. The main trouble with the 
!ulletin does not lie in its inaccurate statements of fact, in its biased intei
pretations, in its serious omissions, or even in its failure to relate the dis
turbances in Palestine to the policy of extreme intransigence of the Arab political 
leaders, howovcr grave thoso defects may be. Tho :Bulletin fails to consider the 
essence of the issue: every people in the world has a homeland; the Arabs have 
several homelands in many countries that strotch from North Africa through Egypt, 
Arabia, Syria and Mesopotamia. The Jews need a homeland whore they mey preserve 
and dovclop their cultural and spiritual traditions, and where they mey find a 
haven of refugo from persecution and discrimination in other lands. Palestine, 
their ancient homeland, a tiny country in the vast Arnbinn territories, is the 
only place where such a homeland cP.n be established. The Jews nre willing to 
invest the capital and perform the hard labor necessary to develop Palestine's 
neglected natural resources; they are re~ to share the benefits of such develop
ment with the native Arab p01m.lation. 

To open the doors of Palestine to all Jews who may choose to go there must be 
a part of any plan for postwar reconstruction. The Jews of the world are determined 
to bring into being the Jewish National Home in tho spirit of the original meaning 
of the !alfour Declaration. In this we believe we have tho sympathy of the groat 
majority of the Christian world t.nd of the liboral conscience of mankind. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Israel C½lnstoin 
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Mr. I. B. Berkson 
Aoeri .>:.n Zionist Em.er ency Council 
342 ""adison Avenue 

ew York, N.Y. 

Lt ·· dear 1r. Ber<son: 

November 15, 1944 

Under .at of October 26 you · rote to 
u-. Shapiro c ncernin t he yublication of a eries 
of r ur t o el -: ht ~Je etateinents, L,articularly wi ... h 
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So tit ~~e tr 
Jewish Frontier -: uld like to 
I , ould apJrecicLte it tr .)~U 

oroi ress bas beefi ~e 1n t hi • 

ue tho.t the 
th ;.ise p3.:, ./·ll ts. 
et .. ,e kilo 1:.. t 

~ rection? Ir they 
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will in icate 1n ~~L-c. ;amr1"1let t t:i • t t e t riu.l las 
been au~ •lied to 1 t b,l the Resc;.i.rch Department of the 
Americ&n Zionist &ner6ency COWlcil. 

ith all good .-.is , .. s, I remain 

V ry cordially ~ours, 

S1BK 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver November 15, 1~44 

In the meantime I have not been able to do very much of t e Esco Re
port . I meant to truce two days a week from the Emergency Council, but 
with the present pressure of work that gets reduced to one day. After I 
get done with the pamphlet for the Christian Council I am going to take 
the drastic step of a complete separation from office work for a month or 
six weeks until I get the Esco business finished. This will be best for 
the Report and for my work at the Council. 

V(hat shall we do about o~r dream of a long talk together which is 
now becoming somethi...'1g of a messianic hope? Shall we fix it some day the 
first week of December? P~ease name the day and I shall try to fit it in. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 Street at nsel ~oad 
Clevelarid, Ohio 

ibb:mg 

Yoi.lrs sincerely, 

I. B. Berkson 
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of.'merican ZioniJt Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organizotion of America 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

November 15, 1~44 

I have your note of r ovember 15th about the pamphlets on Arab cl ims. 
I am taking the matter up again with t e Jewish Frontier. I believ that 
we shall reach some satisfactory arrangement with them; if not, I suggest 
that ~e publish the series ourselves. In the light of my recent talk with 
you, however, I am giving preference, as far as my time i concerned, to 
the preparation of the pam1 hlet for the Chri~tian Council on PaLestine 
hich will serve as counterpoint to the Bulletin recently issued by the 

Federal Council of Churches. 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a very brief editorial from the Chris
tian Ce,n tury along expected lines. I thought vf writing to th m on behalf 
of the Research Department, pointing out that the Bulletin was not a balanc
ed presentation and enclosing Dr. Goldstein1 P and my own letters. Ho~ever, 
I understand from Mr. Shapiro that you do not think it advisable to give 
publicity to our letter to the eder -- 1 Council. Pleuse let me now heth r 
you object to the circulation of these letters ( copies of which I enclose) 
to selected persons who may wish to use them in writing to the Federal Coun
cil or to tho Christian Century. Do you now some Reform rabbi of high stand
ing who has good connections with the Christian Century and who would be will
ing to 1ri te to them? V~e would, of course, furnish the writer with ome 
material . 

I have gotten in touch ith Dr. Loui Finkelstein, asking him to write 
to the Federal Council; I am sending material but I am not sur v,h t he 
will do. I am also writing to the Reconstructionist, and perhaps to Dr. Gam
oran and Dr. Brickner, to see whether they would join in making a criticism. 

I had a long tn.Lk with Neumann, but he is a amant in bi refusal to come 
into th American :t.ionist Emergency Council. Particulf:.I'ly in the li ht of 
the loss of his services in keeping up contact, I think it is necessary to 
give ver s rious consi eratio to the whole problem of keepin in touch with 
riter and the academic world generally. The v1ork of intellectual mobiliza

tion was to ave been perfor ed by· committee under the chairm ship of Dr . 
teinberg last year, but as you cnow, he fell ill ana hi · health wi 1 not per

mit him to do anything. In any case, the importance of this vork requires a 
professio al wor~er. e have neglected the task of the formation of academic 
opinion for twenty-five years anct I think it is time to start. Shapiro, Imrie 
and I have been discussing this and we are agreed that a serious att ·ck on this 
problem must be made. I am jotting down a few of the main lines of orka 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - 2 - November lb, 1~44 

1. Keep in touch with leading personalities - publicists and lectur
ers who talk or write on the Near East and Palestine, or who might be in
duced to do so. Neumann has been keeping in touch with Hanna, Friedrich, 
A.J.bright, Buell an some others. It i of the utmost importance to eep 
in contact with such people continuously. 

2. Keep in touch with organizations and periodicals dealing ith poli
tics in general and with foreign affairs in particular, such as t e Council 
on Foreign Relations, the Foreign Policy Association, the Co ission to Study 
the Organization of Peace, the International Conciliation group of the Car
negie Endowment. ie shou..Ld make a very carefully selected list of the out
standing publications which deal ~~th political affairs, such as Foreign Af
fairs, The Annals of the American Academy of Poli tic al and Social Science, 
The Journal of Politics, etc. e should send selected mat rial to them from 
time to tie and try to find a way to get som articles written. 

3. ve should work up a selected list of research institutes ·hich deal 
ith postwar reconstruction, send them selected mate ial ad keep in touch 

with them. Here, it appears to me, the important thing is not to send a 
great de of material, but to send to each organi~ation such dat as they 
wo d find useful in their own work. I have in mind particularly the Fed-
eral Council of Churches, the Board of National issions of the Pre byterian 
Church, the Uouncil on Foreign helationR, t'e oreign Policy Association, the 
Commission to Stud t e Organization of Peace, und the International Concilia
tion group of the Carnegie Endowment. 

4. If the co ttee of which rs. Pool is chairman - which I under tand 
is designed to keep in to ch ith organizations and groups dealing ith post
war reconstruction - is to be effective, it wiLl be necessar to give her 
con iderable help. e have passed the stage where volunt ry committees, un
aided by expert service~ stenographic help, typir1g, etc., can be very effective. 

5. A very important aspect of thi work woul be to organize small circles 
of university professors - mostly Jewish, but including some non-Jeis - it 
whom e woul keep in touch. Literature ·oul be sent to them from time to 
time and talks or lectures given once a year. I understand that the Ameri-
can Je ish Uommittee is beginning to mobilize such groups. There are many 
Jewish professors who feel they would ~lice to be in contact with Je~ish en
deavor and who today find no means of doing ~o on level which they would 
appreciate. 

Ail the above leads in one direction - that we must have a special pr
son or even a small department lhich wil make it it bu,..iness to de iith 
all of these, a d si1nilar, aspects of the problem. Just ow this work sho ld 
he coordinated with t e ot'1er departments is a matter hich should be gone 
into careful~y, I would suggest that on your n •xt trip to Ne York you 
call a meeti g • th ,ir. Shapiro, 1,!r . Lourie, r. Lowenthal, ~r . . son, my
self and a y ot ers you thin1< desirabLe, to have a thorough discussi n of 
this whole issue and come to a decision. 
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taco, T xas, Nov mber 2lst,1944. 

rtabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver, 
19810 Sgaker, 
~leveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi and Friend:_ 

While I sent you an Air Mail Special on th 
13th from Dallas,T xas, where I chRnced to have 
b~en at the time, failed thus far to have been 
rewarded wit· .. ~ your merited reply. May I hope for 
better result from this one,postmarked f r om my 
home place? 

~inceraly, ( . 
A. Berkman 

1723 Nor,th .ti' irth str •t • 



ALBEN W. BARKLEY 
KDffUCKY 

CONFERENCE OF THE MA.IORITY 

November 21, 1944. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Permit me to acknowledge your very cordial letter 
congratulating me upon my re-election to the Senate. 

I deeply apprec~ate your message and I hope I may 
continue to merit the confidence placed in me and 
that I will be able to render greater service than 
ever before. There will be grave problems which 
will arise for consideration and dete~m.nation within 
the next few years and I hope that we may be able to 
solve them all to the best interests of the people 
through the cooperation of all elements of our 
population. • 

Thanking you for your message and with all good 
wishes, I am, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



., 
SOL aLOOM, N. Y., CHAIIIMAN 

LUTHER A. JOHNSON, TDC. CHAIILU A. EATON, N. J. 
JOHN KEE, W. VA. EDITH N. IIOGEIIS, MASS . 
.Ill.MES P', IIIICHARDS, S. C, RO■EIIT ■. CHIP'PP'IELD, ILL. 
JOSEP'H L. P'FEIFER, N, Y. JOHN M. VOl'lYS, OHIO 
P'ETE JARMAN, ALA. FOSTEII STEARNS, N, H. 
W. O. ■uRGIN, N. C. KARL E. MUNDT, S. DAK. 
WIRT COURTNCY, TENN. 1 IIARTEL J, JONKMAN, MICH. 
THOMAS S. ~DON, ILL. FRANCES P. BOLTON, OHIO 
HOWARD .I, Md MURRAY, WIS. JAMES W. WADSWORTH, N. Y • 
.I. W. FULBRIGHT. ARK. CHARLES L. GERLACH, P'A. 
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. ANDREW C. SCHIFP'LER, W, VA. 
JAMES A, WRIGHT, PA. 

■oYD CIIAWP'ORD, c:L£IIK 

My dear Rabbi: 

Olnngrtss nf f~t ~niith ~taits 
@mmnifue 01t Jf oreign J\ffuirs 

~st nf ~prtsenhdifres 
~u.lJinston 

OV mber 2E, 1944. 

ThankA very much for ,,our k nd let er 
of congr tulatlons upon my reelection to t~e Con ress. 

Assuring you t~at y0ur k nd expresstons 
are inde d aporeclated and th be ~t wishes, I am 

Ra bi A bA 
ClevelRr.d, 

SE:V 

- 11 
Ohio 

S lver, 
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COPY T.SLBGRA l Dec . :::. , 1944 

Dr . Abtb HilJel Silver 
notel 1,illiarr: Penn Pittsburgh, Pa . 

I l,. AITI!-.G T, REC~'l\E TE .t'hil'Ti.'D hE-'ORTS Ffo, .. 1 TiL .r' Ui-3LIC ..11tLi T1R o~ THE 
r LESTI1'~ REJOLUTIO' 1u ,D I HOPL TH1·J.T YUU 11 ILL BE AbL~ Tu MC, IV.1:, 1' 1.. IN 
Tn1 .8 FCR THE lL•:•EhI C1 N JE1

• ISH GONGhE0S I, ETL.iG TOv:URH0 1. . I K~O Tf-L..T YOU 
. ILL BE LE1-SED TO L~.ARN TH1-iT TJ.E L ITU1 ''I O ::N .ASHINGTON ,, ITH REF' .H~:NcE 
TO T 1~i: f'ALE TJ.I· E REoOLUTIO 110 rtEPOH.T~;D uUT BY Th~ FOREIGN AFF1,Im, CO .. u.1 ITT.e.E 
IS THE uAi:11£ AS .vr.:'~ YOU ERE: h·..,t1.~ I r· .1Y ,JFF'IC · ON FJ.ID1Y . I HAVi. 1Vr~i.Y 
REi i.SON T0 B1LI.t Vi Ll\JD iiOPE Ju,D fR.JiY TnLT . l:.. , ILL BE 1.BL1 TU H1,V "i- .~ i1.U L:CS 
CO.,.t.ITT11 RE.r'O cT F1iV0.8ABLY A RULE 0U Tll1.T THIS RESOT,UTION { tflY B.r::; Br!..?Oh.Tr:D 
TO TdB HOUSE OF .. 2.t>RLSr:I~T1-i.TIV.1:!.:S nND .F'nVJR.i1.BLY PAS,_mD UPON bEFOltE THIS 
CONGREb/:i 11.DJOURN0 . P .J1..SON1,1.,LY I C1-dil OT SEE ANY RE1.SON A. iD Ci 1.i\JOT T Hil' K 
OF A RiJiSON . HY Th.8 CONGRESS StIOULD ·~ OT F ' VO BLY PASS T.iIS H~..::iOLUTIO • 
I ',1 .8.l~T T I T.l.~··E TElS OPl10.RTUNITY OF TH111JKD JG: YOU 11.l D YOUh J,...,._j 1CI1,T/S ... .,0 
Tl ri, 0RE1 T .A3JIST1NC.S 'i' ri.H.T YCU hAVE ~IVEN TO li 1 NOT OJ.'.JLY IN T E 1ll!~1dtl11JG0 
BUT IN TI ,E RE1>0RTL.,G CJF THIS REciOLUTION FROiv ThE' 1.-0RLIGN AFFJ' IRS 

INDEbT REGr1RDS . 

SOL BLOorv, l,IC 
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Thia ii a full-rate 
Telqram or Cable-
pam unlae itl de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre
ceding the ~ 

WESTERN 
UNION 

A . N . WILL I A M S 
PR i.Sf O E N T 

1220 ✓ 
SYMBOLS 

DL • o., Letter 

NL•Ntahc~ 

LC •Oelen.cl C.W. 

NL T •C.W. Nipc lActn 

Shlpa II ■ -

Tbe filin& time ahown in the date line on telqrams and day le tters ia STANDARD TIME at point of ori1in. Time of receipt ia STANDARD TIME at point of datination 
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CARTER GLASS, VA., CHAIRMAN 

KENNETH MCKELLAR, TENN. 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. 
ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. 
MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD. 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. 
PAT MCCARRAN, NEV. 
JOHN H. OVERTON, LA. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. 
JOSEPH C. o •MAHONEY, WYO. 
HARRY S. TRUMAN, MO. 
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I. 
FRANCIS MALONEY, CONN. 
DENNIS CHAVEZ, N. MEX. 
JAMES M. MEAD, N. Y. 
BURNET R. MAYBANK, S. C. 

GERALD P. NYE, N. OAK. 
STYLES BRIDGES, N. H. 
RUFUS C. HOLMAN, OREG. 
WALLACE H. WHITE, ,;1., MAINE 
CHAN GURNEY, S. OAK. 
C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL. 
CLYDE M. REED, KANS. 
HAROLD H, BURTON, OHIO 
JOSEPH H. BALL, MINN. 

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK 
JOHN W.R. SMITH, ASST. CLERK 
• 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland 22, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

December 9, Jl.944 

'1'he Congressional Record has been sent to you regularly at your 
request and I shall be glad to continue this service if you wish it. 

To help us check our mailing list and to express your wish for 
the Record,please fill in and return the fonn below, not later than 
December 15, 1944. There are many applicants for the Record ~horn. I 
cannot accommodate within the allowance of Records made to me, so 
that if you do not find it of substantial value to you, I am sure 
that I can find some one anxious to have it. 

With best wishes for progress in 1945, 

Yours sincerely, 

U. S. Senator from Ohio 

HHB :rb 
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cAmerican Zion~t Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

December 13, 144 

Dear Dr . &i lvcr, 

I am sending you be rewi th copy of 
a letter ~,hich I wrote t o •• rs . Jacob 
in connectio with her coIIL Wlication to 
you of December 6th, copy of hich I 
unuerstand ha been forvmrded to you . 

Your sincerely, 

I . B. B r ' ·on 

Dr . Abba Hill l Si~ver 
The Temple 
1~ t 105 &treet t Ansel Road 
C~evelaI d , hio 

ibb : mg 



C O P Y 

Decoaber 1 # lu4 

I ve ~\wt. -u.r ~ett r t Dec mber 6th e.d _r _ . ..,-
ed to Dr. J.bb Bill()]. Silv r• aaki.cli !or hi approYal in 

iti of • Eaco Pu t.ine t "¥• I tb:Suk thi wo 
be W1 ·i from wiy point 9£ v· e • 

t , I o~ t llhe; Dr. wilv 1 c t r e-
• rOD.Ei ill t,y f ap 1·ov the aat rial <.>r th otfici 
Zio - t r ani;;at.ivllS ithout au.bait.tine 1 to th lxecu.-
tie Co ittee ror pproval. I cone 1 ot tt r 
~to ditfcrcU7. 1 ~ho ht e r ui.itting the 

Study U) Dr. Silv r pruAl.loA&9'6 il ni t bu e i w-
i .1 • illd be t ' on ill to cu d ra ion l>y the Kaeo Com-

ers tood t.hat • t ho ati point of 
vie t.h MWM~cript o cl pro • ot be p1ib.li bed 1· 
di tribu.ted- but thi i atill tar cry £ro ak:Sag 
or . rov: in writi , rrom t otf'icial Zioni t 

or &nizati • • 

t ... sw.• to 'tui te in co tr 
tb i tion ea by co be oro• that ,ra.i■-...tatio 
or any de!1.nit.e point of vie d b inconaiatent th 
1.t. ch • It on thia b ia, finally, that ou 
ur1ed t.ha t I do not • •7 r.:0111118Dd tiona. But ol>-
ri. sl t pr t.ion or tficiM.l. Z1 1'1 polut 4,1f 

71.e. 1i ore 1n the nature r pro qand te-

ib 

t or t p int or Tie• or an indivi al. 

Finally, I 
cord u the 

certainl7 ot &OiAI to !..lt 
tbor of a cen· ... •-A u cri t. 

inc rel ur, 

I. B. B rkson 

1 f on 
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1r1aco, 'l1e:xas, .Uecember 18th, 1944. 

Dr . Abba Hillel ciilver, 
'I'he Temple, 
East lOfith ~treet at Ansel rtoad, 
Qleve land, Uhio • 

.. uy Dear 1'.riend:-

~our long delay~d favor of t h e 15th,at hand,t h is 
laet C8Y of Chanukah,for V'hich the .t.i.allel Wf3_~ intPndcd . 

•··th reference to your r .. a:v ing writ ten to ~-1ende 1 }' ish 
on tre fifteenth of ~overnber, haven't thus ier had t h e ~~11 
grace of hearing from him,although of yor us~d to hear 
from him qU1ite often,a1;d unsolicited, v·hen •~ataonal r'und 
1ork w~s required in this territory. 

Thanking you for your effor ts in my be· _alf, I r me 1. 

iours most cordially, 

1723 iort h J. i.t'th utreet. 
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ISRAEL BERNSTEIN 

PORTLAND, MAINE 

Jan u: i ry :5 , 1 g.i:1,5 

Deur Dr . ilver: 

'.l7oge ther t,i th tJ1ous·rnds o t r~nk and i'i le .!- r:.erica.n 
Zloni:Jts I rot';ard your rc:sie;n~ttion as a great 
tr~ edy . If it, ere vosslble to convene a e1ass 
r uo t...., 0 athering of Zionis~s, JOU would be rec lled 
by acclmnation to the lone le'1dershi) of ~unerican 
Zionis n. You brou~l t into the riove .. 1ont for the 
rirs t ti1Le fl co .:imard t at \Jas intelligent , f11ir, 
constructive a~d t'orthright . Statistics undoubt-
edly nrove this . ~rlor to your day, the leadership 
1.J s truculent, intrdns.i.f;e.nt and cnrver-rninded . 
J e .. ny lH::o myself: profound believers in Zionism 
did. not care to assocL te themselves with th se 
who held the reins . no·;J your resignation le'l ves 
us b~1ildered , con ~sed, and u tlecided as what to 
uo next . If 1;10 ~1i tlw1--aYJ into our old shell, we 
can not be bl~rnea . 

You .!lU,.:>J , t,1erei'o:c ·, reco:1siaer ~ nd l'CuWl10 nctive 
diroc tio:r . o e· 4.1. in; for I ·tine, •:;i th Jhose .7ov1ish 
le· dor....,hi·o _ ·rtvo oeen activel ht mti '.i.vd in recent 
yours, .L co..:.1 )romice you cordi:11 anc enthusiustic 
SLlpport. 

Kesp,,c tf'ully ;"t;_" it ......_r_u_1_1_y_, _____ _____ ~ 

R~bbi bb~ tlillel ~il er 
Clevel · nd 
Ohi o 
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Chargetotheaccountof. _____________________________ ~ 1111 ____ __ __ __ __ _____ __ __ __ _ _ 

J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED " WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206-

TELEGRAM ORDINARV' 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI 0 N OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LETTER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

Patrona 1hould check cla111 or urviee 
dsired; otb...,; .. the m-1• will ti. 

tranamitted u • t.ele,ram or A . N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARL TON J.C. WILLEVER 
ordinary cablegram. PRl!:SIOENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE·PRll:SIOl!:NT 

Send the /ollowing telegram, ,ubject to tltc temu on ba~ hereof. which arc laerchg agreed to 

lJ VID BEN GURION 
JE.,ISH AGENCY 
JE us~ LEM 

1-8-45 

CHECK 

ACCOU NTING INFORMATION 

TIM E FILED 

WANT A REPLY T 
"An1wer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may ~ 
Included without charge. 

1·iE YORK TivlES CARH.IES TODAY CABLE FR ,'vi AINE ,lCCOH.MACK -tUOTE "DAVID BEJ GURION 
Af\D OTHER OFF'ICL-\.LS OF T E JE1VISH 1 GENCY TAKE THE VIEN TH aT THE .t'RE !DENTS iiDVICE 
;:;1 • ULD BE rIEEDED UN UOTE CAN NOT BELIEVE THkT ;JITHOUT FULL t<NOilLEDGE F SITU TION 
aEHE AND ISoUES I VOLVED IN CONTROVERSY THhT YOU D OFF CL LS Ji. ·ENCY V OULD TAKE 
.t'OSI'rION ,iOtJLD Ar'PRECIATE C1lBLED LY f HETilER ~1cco JACK T TE.~ ENT 1~LJTHORI ED . 

ABBA HILLEL SI VE 
Te Tern l e -- Cleveland 



Cl.Ass OF SER. VICI! 

Thia is a full.,..re 
T clcgram or Cable
gram unless ta de
ferred character is In
dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre
cedln& the address. 

WESTERN 
• UNION 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRll:81011:NT 

1201 SYMBOLS 

DL • Day l.etttt 

NL • Nlaht utter 

LC • Ocfrrred Cable 

NL T • Cable Niaht uttrr 

Ship RadlOlf'llm 

The filing time shown in the date line oo telepama ud day letters ill STANDARD TIME a.t point of orion. Time o( receipt ii STANDARD TIME at point o( deatination 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECUTE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS RF.RVICE 



.r . Israel 
P rtland, 

Januar 15, 1945 

ernstein 
aine 

1 l , de r 1,ir. Berns eina 

It ·, indeed ve / thou htful of yo to 
.rite to ,e, d I deeply a ;>recia.te the s ntiments 
express in our 1 tter. It . liS h en ver • h art nin 
to oe to receive so mm.,' x re sions, fr Zi iste ull 
over t e countr , , of c fi enco and t...:' r vul. Tl. 
J._ is reDS ~ rt·c 1 ly .•s be fin end underst n 

0 it 1 g 
COJ:U'!lunic tin ~ith 

1: h ,s, and 
e, I reuuin 

kin· 

.ost ..: ordia.11 ' yours, 

for 

• 
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JEH.US.ALE1if VIA i~ACKAY J·ru~ . 12 

NLT RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVErl. 

THE TEMPLE 105T I & ANSEL RD . 

1- 15- 45 

·JA NOT SHO,,N Gil.BLED dTATEdENT G1-!.THER ~1HS . fi. I E !V CC OR:11 ICK JEHU SJ LEM 

DID NOT ~UOTZ EITHER VIE OR ANY OTHER l\ E B-8.c-q JE\HSH AGEHCY IN FORl' 

INTERVIEW BUT rvEl ELY GAVE HErt IIvIPHE.':iSI ON VIE•.~ s HELD JiE.H.E .::i'J.10? 1,RITINLi 

YOU FULLY MY OdN VIE', iS ,vH OLE lvlATTER REGARDS 

DAVID BENGU 1.ION 
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CLASS OF StRVICE WESTERN ( 3 8) SYMBOLS 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable, 
gram unless its de, 
ferred character is in, 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre, 
ceding the address. 

UNIO 
A, N , WILLIAMS 

PRESIDENT 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME ut I>Oint of origin. Time of receipt is STAN 

H .'. 2 8 I , TL D UP L I CAT.: 0 F T L .: PHO f ~ D Ti: L i: TI A' ~ CD 

Jc RU S LE ~. I ·., A CV A Y 51r J ? 

1'LT RB I ABBAHILL LS LV- = @1 
TH - T . Plc. 05TH AfJSEL D = 

NLT -Cable Niaht Lener 

"/ S OT SHO . .' C ABL -o ST AT- i.1 c. T GATH R .RS A ~:. '"CCOR,., IC+< 
' 

JtRUSAL i~. DID N T .LJ TE EITH:..R . t OR A1 

J '! I H G- CY I BUT 

( OT I~R 

L' G 

R 

f . PR :-S S I O I V I '/ S H 7 L D H • R - STD P :.1, T ~ l G YU FULL' fi Y 
J TTER R :GARDS= 

AVID Bc:1 GURI01. 

THE COMPANY WIT,L APPRRCIATE BUOOESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



ol-merican ZioniJt Cmerg,encg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women 's Zionist Organization of America 
Mi:r:rachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

J · uary 15, l 45 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

I hoped to the last moment that it would 
end differently. The whole busines has left 
me quite depressed . I have been debating iith 
myself as to what to do. In any case , you know 
I ~as not quite sure as to how long I ought t o 
continue my connection with thi work . I have 
t old the Cotm.cil infonnally that I am staying 
on f or two or three months . In the meant ime, I 
will see ho things shape themselve . 

Have you had a chance to read any more in 
t he Esco mwiuscr i pt? I should very much like 
t o get your criti cisms and your dvice as to 
manner of publication . 

If you get to New York I hould l ike t o 
see you . ie never carried out our plan of hav
ing that l ong t alk . 

Vith best regard and go~ wishe , 

Your ... sincerely, 

/ c? ~ / __ ~ ~ 
I . B. Berkson 

ibb: mg 



SALES OFFICE 
166 LINCOLN ST 
BOSTON , MASS 

Tl!:L , LIBE:RTY ◄645 

F'ACTORIES 
COLUMBIA ANO WINDSOR STS. 

CAMBRIOGE,MASS, 

TEL. KIRKLAND 9210 





SAL.ES OF F ICE 
186 LINCOL.N ST. 
BOSTON MASS. 

T E L . LIBERTY -4645 

-~ 
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SAL.ES OFFICE 
l86LINCOLN ST 
BOSTON , MASS: 

TEL . LIBERTY '1645 
3 FACTORIES 

COLUMBIA AND WINDSOR STS 
CAMBRIDGE,MASS. • 

T E L . KIRK LAND 9210 

------=-A=-. R. HYDE & s SERVING THE TRADE FDR MORE T o N s Co. ~k, ~~=ER CENTURY-----
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SALES OFFICE 
IB6LINCOLN ST. 
B O S TON . MASS. 

TEL . LIBERTY ◄ 645 

A. R. HYDE & SoNs Co. 

FACTORIES 
COLUMBIA ANO WINDSOR STS. 

CAMBRI D GE, MASS. 

TEL. KIRKLAND 9210 

-------------SERVING THE TRADE FOR MORE THAN QUARTER CENTURY---------------

~~~~ 

JP-~~ 
•• aM.d.11.. r, 

t<l.:J 

432 CoLu MB IA S T R EET 

~~ 
• 

• 

J. o 9 if. Pa.ML 



Janu r 25,145 

r. L. . Brila 
F irmont luminum Co{tlpany 
Fairmont, '. Va. 

y de r Ir. Brile1 

Thank 3·ou so muc f r yo r i<indhes:- n sending 
a a co ot your iotter which you addre sed to the 
eric Zi nist Emer ency Council. I read it ell 

as our delightful oe th eanest interest. 

I deeply a_ >reciate tne ntiments ressed in 
our letter. It has been v r eart in, to me to 

r ceiv so m·n x.re sions, rom Zi nists 11 over the 
c witry, of c nfidence nd a, rov 1. T} J ish ress 
particul rly hau, en .fin an erst in. 

lit~ l ~ood ishes. and 
for communicatin ·1th . e, I re 

th· MCin you 

ost cordially rours, 

S1BK 



Charge lo the account of _____________________________ __.,_-;.-:.-:..-:..-_·-:.,-_-_-_-_-_-_-... -
1 CLASS OF SERVICE OESIRED '°" 

WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206-

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI 0 N OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LmER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

Patron, ahould check clua or atn1ce 
deoirod: olbOTWiN th• m-1• ,nll bo 

tnnamitted aaa tAlecn,mor A. N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARL TON J. C . WILLEVER 
ordinary cablesnm. ,.l'tl!:91011:NT CHAIRMAN OP' THE ■OARO P'll'tST VIClt•Pl'tltSIDENT . 

SenJ the /ollowlfl/$ telegram. ,ul,Ject to the temu on ba~ hueo/. u,luc/t arc hereb11 a1reed to 

Janu&ry 25 , 1945 

i rnPst E. Barb~r ~sh 
,,&.Shi 0 ton , D .c. 

T' E LA T lSSUE v.B' THi 1~E. P.tlLE TD 1 C01iTAI 1 S A 'IA 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

WANT A REPLY 7 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

FJ:1'.TURED BY Ti·ff PRESlfJEl'JT C1F ThB IONL-'T ORG.t-u,IZ.t.TIO. {. .. RICA G nGEluH G 11E 

, .. Y HESICa 1,TIU FR !1I T.1.u~ Al· E lGad t,lUI~I~T E.. • Ei Cl CCUfCIL 1-J~D l VI NG HL .... V d"lO 
uF' F.1.CTS L 1,D .... ,G Uf TU DEF\.,1 .. E ·T UF U Pi Li., TiiJ.t. h.t!. OLUTIObiS Ir cm GRE::s . 
1..,!~11..tG.'£ ARE .ADE Alu I ·sT . E. Y OF DR. GuLDS'l'.t.1 S 0'T'1-1TK 1'fT F.. E FALS~ OR 
IL1;.C~UPJ1TE . Ii~ JU.-3TICE TO ... E HO AM A VI CE-PREbIDE1 T Ult., L'.:OA Ju D · .. HOSE POLICI ES 
Ti.~ , .. ~ •• rc~ .. N ,,IUi~lbT 00 1VEi TIUN I .AT.Ll . .NTIC CITY LJ-iST OCTUBI:. Ul 1,.tI1,0U0LY Er no · ED 
.t'.flJIJ lELIEV ll G Tl 11.T : • t'11L.r,STI E , I HE.::, IN ALL F14Iti.NE ~ tT 'u TO t'RK;b T OTILH 

IDE vF Tr,£ CO!-iTROV=E.::,Y IN RICH , IONISTS OF iErtICA ARt: DEE.PLY GOi~C1Rl ED I RE UE 'T 
TH.ttT YOU u r T .w E Et.t.UAL Sf l CE I Tilt, 1 ""AT u IN E.11RLY I.] 'U uF ,E.,,. 1>14LEt:i1'I11E TO 
Al 8 ER DR. GOLD )TEIN . KI NDE0T HEG.t1RD ' . 

AH SILVt:R 
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COPY • 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

1720-16th Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

January 28, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have your telegram of January 25th . 

In res onse to the re~uest of Zionist groups a few 
days ago to publish a resolution backing up the administra
tion in this controversy, Dr. Goldstein advised me that 
The New Palestine ought to consider this controversy as 
closed in view of the fact that the Administrative Council 
has heard both sides and has voted on the matt er. He also 
said th&t "the im ression he gets from many Zionists is 
that they are sick of this controversy and resent its pro
longation." 

I conveyed your re uest to Dr. Goldstein. He re
iterated the view expressed by him a few days ago as in
dicated above , but said that inasmuch as a re uest comes 
now from a vice-president of the organization, he would 
submit it to th , next meeting of the Executive. 

EEB:vff 

~~ith armest personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Ernest~. Barba.rash 



CHARGE '1'0 THE CCOU1 1' OF: 
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s 

ORDINARY MESSAGE UNLESS OTHERWISE ARKED 

ORDINARY ORDINARY 

l'"ULL RATE CODE (COE) 

- ,_ 

URGENT URGENT 
CODE (COE ) 

-
DEF RR 0 NIGHT CABLC 

LETTER 

SEt~DER SHOULD MARK 1TH AN X 
TH CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 

CONNECTING IN THE UNITED STATES WITH THE POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY 

Jeraaal• 

ADDRESS: 67 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 

Jaraary ao. 1M6 

IIIZRAIE CllGAD SA!I <a llSS BROAJJIAT •• YORI 

BIDARI> JOBBPB •• YOU DBLBD CBAJDI WBlZIIAI Rll:JDJOT BE SJIALL IIVITE 

S!IPHIII MSE IUAIL GOLmtBt• .dD IIRS. JIADASSA JIALPERI• •• YORI ARRIVE 

JERUSALPJI PARUCIPATB aJEVTIYE ■DJ.'I•OS POLITICAL QtJlmTIOIS STOP RABBI 

JUDA B Sllld JBRDSALJII DRmARBD IIECUTIYB IP l[l"JJ,KL SILVER •• TOBI .Al WILL 

REPRESlllTATIYES IIIZRACHI ILL ~o •or BE IIVITED •KtTHER OF us WILL p~ 

TICIPATE SUCH •mTillGS ACT ACCORmlGLT. 

10 1 °1 PHONE A M 5!. LL 4•3250 OR ANY PO TAL T L GRAPH 0 

OR REP PHON BOWl ING GR N 9 - 800, 





---

ALESTI E 8 ~': U 
Zionist Organiza ion of Am(;rica 

41 42nd • Y. 

ME, OR IiDUM 

Tis Dr. Iar el Goldstein 

'FMM, Dr. 5. Bernstein 

I■por\!M 

lebruary 91 1945 

A cable receiTed by ue toda7 from Istanbul etat e th- t they 
nre unable to ap;:rove certificates £or peopl melding in Hussian 
territo17, since 1amigration frca there ia not permitted. Thi• 
aeana that applicants residing in Beaaarabia, Bucowina and prnctically 
the hole of Poland are excluded. 

On th• other band, they i ntora ue that th91 are recommending to 
the ~alestine Our au n Bucareet our applicationa c ncerning pereona 
roeiding ln Rouaania proper, that office now having been empowered to 
o ~leot auch pro1pectiv i•igranta. 
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Fe1 ru , 194 

e ldi B rrett 
in sly Dr. 

• 7, C liforni 

Barretti 

o uch ... or ~,our 
in "d dil1 .e • 
le 1 i addres5 
Pre i t •s de 
It i n e::ca r • letter . 
1- rn h· t it t t he attention )f 

.r ~id nt b~ • - er. I vat , on he 
liberty o for rding .. o,1r c nic tions t t 1 

1c-n Zi ni r ncy Council of r, i r. 

'1th 11 ood is es, I re, in 

a 



I . B . BERKSON 

39 CLAREMONT AVENUE 

NEW YORK 27 , N . Y . 

arch 8, 1 45 

Der Abba Hillel, 

r e . Jacobs sent me a copy of your le t t r 
to her of Februa 8th, in which yoll give your 
re~ction tote co Pales ine &tudy. ThanKs 
a lot for our good stutement. I appreciate 
it very much. 

It's been on y mind for some tine to ask 
you ;hether ~ ve a cony of t1e ad ress •ou 
de ·vere at the Biltmore Conference aftEr your 
ret rn from England. I thi it wac- a fo ce
ful tatement and . erhaps I can find sentence 
in it that I cou e. T r was a short ex-
cerpt from in estine but I don't 
fc 1 that it was y repres ntativ of 
the ch cter of our t ~. 

I am now in proce~s of making the final 
iev·eion of the e· or and ho pe to h v it o t 
of my hands by the end of th mon h. 

If yo do get to Ne·, York in the near fu
tur I still anxi us t see you. 

Siner ly your, 

Dr. Abba Hillel ~ilv r 
The Tem le 
Eat 10b Sr tat Ansel oad 
Clev 1 ct, Ohio 

bb: 1g 
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IN LCD LONDO VIA RCA .' AR 11, 1945 

1LT RA I A RA HIL EL SILVEP 

TE TEMP AS L ROAD AND E 105 T CLE E 

Y A ~RIB T OL Z ONI T COLLEAG 
HILLEL SILV OCCASIO P I CTIO HO 
E D iOJU A R E TO OUR CE AUE IN 

11 '3 ws OF OUR :7r,w. A IT I OUR A HOPE T P ~T HE 
' C E FOR Y O GIVE OF H ST TO T 
C N VOU S ~SE CRUCIA ~O HE D OF THE 
HOUR I f' LI.. C T S HO H PO I CO RI UT ION 
TO UR EYTERNA ST D PULL 
T~G . 80 THAT OUR TR LL GAI L S O AT 

T OF ONG AND I ER TIONS 

SE IG BOD 



M rch 6, 1945 

T Honor ble lben • 
United Stats Senate 

shin .on , D.C. 

·J dear en tor rkle: 

rkley 

ay tell you ho very h ppy th t you re 
able to ttend m r te$t1mon11 di.nar 1 s ledne y evenin 

nd ho much you contributed to the ucce s nd tot s 1rit 
oft e occasion. It AS r cious of you to c e, rl(j Ir el 
dee~l ind bted to ou. 

I sorr tat you were incon enianced re urad 
bee use of our t rdy arri~ 1 due tot fr iuht rec·. I had 
hoped to have the ... rtunit of c· ttin th ,1ou talldn 
over nwn th in e here your coun el would be o t 
valuabl. r a Im ave t Mt opportunity hen I vi it 
, shin ton. 

•1th a~ l good i hes, I rem in 

,oat cordi lly our , 

A.HSI 



ALBEN W. BARKLEY 
KENTUCKY 
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'It 1s " Pler,s ure to Se,.ve You, ·, 

H.il~on and Soul:hompl:on Sl:s. 
TELEPHONE : HlGHLANOS 1230-1231 

Dr. Abba Hillel ilv~r 
The Temple 
Clevland , Ohio 

ear Dr. Silver: 

~ TISSUE-CORDAGE-BOXES 

~ Jjoston, 7llass. 

May 14, 1945 

,e h~re in New ~ngland are trying to 
implement our Z onist activities by ma ing a drive 
for funds ~~ich will be at the disposal of he ew 
England Zionist Emergency Council (primar ly) , the 
New ~ngland Zionist R gion and the z. O. A. Expansion 
F nd . 

In the course of our campaigning , we 
have come 1 contact with three 1nd1viduals who refuse 
to participate in our activity because of th inter al 
differences which exist w thin or ranks . 

,,e would like to have a l ne from you 
giving us your support and blessings which will in 
effect gain the cooperation of ,hese and other i~d1v1 -
duals who might us the excuse of internal differe nce 
of opinion as a pr text for not participating in this 
fu~d raising effort . 

I look forward to a reply from you at 
your earliest convenience . 

RFB:fg 

'li th Zion I s Gre tir. s , 

Q~ 
Ralph F. Bass 

~~ ~ . 2 j,"-•tAI
-½~,- ~~' 
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WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206-

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LITTER RATE 

SERIAL DEf(RRED 
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TELEGRAM LITTER 
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ordin•ry cabl-. ,.RE:SIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE: BOARD FIRST VICE•f'RE81OENT 

Send the /olloUJlflM tele,ram. ,ubject to the lenn, on ba" hereof. which arc he,J,JI ai,eed lo 

' 

l 
\ 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTINQ INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

WANT A REPLY 7 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 
or slmllar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

T 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or able, 
gram unless i s de, 
fcrrcd character is in, 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre, 
ceding the addre . 

WESTERN 
UNIO 

A. N. \NI LLIAMS 
PRESIOE"NT 

1201 SYMBOL~ 

NL - N, ht Leet« 

LC D<fcrrcJ Cable 

NLT - Cablc Night Lcmr 

Ship R doornm 

The filing time shown in the date line on telecrallld and day letters is STA DARD TIME at point of ori.gm. Time of reoe1pt ia STA.NDARI> TIME at polllt of dc:itinatioo 

• n C - \/ J -· -
DI I A -1 A H I L ._E - :' I 

• -, '-IC 
• t · -

·A IV ED YE'"' l EI L .Y 
11.~ I '.' l • H YO 

f YO' TC __ E r .. E 

=D VI 

J / 

\IC -\I t.. • ,-

E ·p• ,.. L::, 

FC 

LEA. 

l 
. 

I 
J..i . 

IEF 

, ,' I E 

DEf JG IR I , 

:) r, 
I 

I 

I u I l OF .. A! D 
, I c-· ! ,, I \ii="' . . L.. I ·- - • " "- f 

I - G "' ('\ . ) 0 = 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUOOESTIONS FROM ITS PATR-NS CONCERMINO IT8 SERVICE 

. . 

I I 



... . . . 

y de r Dr. C v rt, 

t 

• h c 
re ion. 

T 

tJ. 

y 
.t..1 
I 

I 

l:,!l 
it 

f gi 
~ 

"'I. 

er 

r 
t, 

r not to pub 
i t. p , r 
0AplOring 

l 

t, tnc 

, 
I to 

d unt i t 

til r 

wl 
on 

• fro 
cl 

• 
' rcu r e 

Q 

r 

CV h 

y « , r , 
1 
I 

y 

ti-Zig 1 t 
t t. ,. 

to 

lua 
~, I 

1 t 
r· 

t co. 

t, critJ. 

C 

l 
t 

• 

i ' 
i 

, 
t. 

I 

• 

r 

, 



. .. 

- -
only brie1 tio 1 e o • • • It 

., £unctio t c n 
b. t I y int o t r -r t 

.... ric Co cil ro ._........ tbo Zion! ... n it 

en t minori t1 , 1 t, larg r -
ion in t t s c Counci e 

th i l t J i h 

C c in ~Uloll&ILI' or th, is 
t, Q ion, al-

bil f ..- e. d di -

pro cmo. ...-____ t, ne, iiiiiiaiio................ the 

r c t t - it e exception ..._ .. __,_ ty 

~d ~dl~rh i -~ 
of tion J h deyeJ.o t 

1 

'1' fir t r r , 
colwm ) c cula 

• lo eclar Uo 
-~T~ r.• th e y 

r, bl.it t e 1 u 
po i l f 1 

1gn:1.r 
t t : De 

tor r 
e llo auv&-1144 i that, 

to v.,.£,1;--'l,4 •tin• 
\ll" er 11 clua.ion o d b-

ll to c in r po r J 
curi t:r • bt e f local 

r t, , i th vi t • l'11M11~•t 

r ere 
Ll Geor1, 

iti . 

"There 
•Je 

• Bal 
• T 

r coul 
\, th t, 

ce Tr u. 
t, • 

for c 

tiO AQa!IO B l~IU ,ini 
• l 6l e 

p
and 

-~ll'-A •• It 
1 the 

.w,.-.w1-

• 



- .... 

1 
b 

bo 

r C 
l d 
l t 

'Lt 

- -

artifici l r st let 
& ei:m.i:w.cut c.Lwrity v r 

_ .. _ 1 lie T. t 

a the J.c w 

vld 

a.r 
a-
! ct 

x-

11 • 

I 



T 

t 
vaic 

- .. -
tor t ... ct, ·u. I cti.o o ....;;;...;::.=::;.;:;.;::;;......;.;::;.:;:.::;;..=:;;..;;.;;; 

. ~ l d ci 

er! t, nc 
t ri n . 

o le ht th J -
c t.y it cl IV of 
o lon • a.r r ? re t. e 
r ion~ u rt ry , 
Gioa, t t t oni t 
ctJ.on • It ia ll ..,.""'""" 111-

l ccu tian, 191 rly 
e four De t ro 

we .. _.._, ..... t 
lli 

trie 
e rri 
r z 

' p ~ C 
fro 

i lCI 

8-

, r, 

J .lif J • 
ot 

d Y o 
" h 

'1Y8 
rr ct, 

- -~-~ It 
lop • _....,_. t 

............ _..E. J 

e C 

int on er . t-

J 
T 

1\> 

-

-
tion of 

r cpon r ti ... , 



- ... 

l 

Su?rc~ 

Co M!il, 
Ro 

in t . I 
·s J,.r,ay1 .not 
r 1 to, , 

tion ot 
Co· cil. 
i :i t 0 

B 
u.f 

ill Q..1,.,1..-.. 1 robe 
o H 
t· 
li 

y C 

- v -

ic critic1 u 

it ri • t, , 

l 

0 -

rb 
r 

ll

V-

, 



a 
•t.n 
of 
into 
it 

t. 
th 

n 

-6-

co,. tr· t to thi h t 

I 

r 



The 
rity 
Co 

Co fr 1 

ic.1 
Pale 

0 

B 

Th i 
0 

C 

t 

l 
errito 

• a 
Yelop 

b afit 

- 7 -

to • I f ct, t· 
re Chri tin Arcric 
t r. 

e 6 

u 

I 
inco 

c , bo 

-
fol-

rit&ti 
t b-

, 

c-

C -



.J . , 
Cop7 of letter from I. B. Berlt10n, Director, Baaearch i.part•nt, to Dr. "I. 
lrneat Johnaon of the J'ederal Council of the Cba.rcbea of Cbriat 1JL .bllrica. 

October 26, 1944 

Dear Dr. Jobnaon. 

I haYe 70uz letter of October 6th and baTe since reoe1Ted eeftral oopi•• 
of the J3alletin on Paleatine, tor which I thank JOU• I han read 1 t \broup 
w1 th ao• care. It i a in ao• reapecta a good deal better than the orig1n.al 
document that I aaw. lnerthele ••, candor ooapel • me to •a:r that to -, mind 
it a\111 ae•• that, deapite 70ur effort, 7011 haTe failed of ,our parpoae of 
aToiding "b1aa, inaca.arac7, aablpit7, or Ul'lintentional implication.• .Al
though no •~licit Terdict 1 s rendered, there 1• a definite orientation which 
aeeaa to haTe affected the aeleotion and arranpment of material: there are 
aipificant olliaaiona, forced interpretatioaa, and in one inatanoe at leaat -
i.e., the reference to the diaplaoement of the fellah - a mialeading atate
ment of fact. !he clniationa fro■ a balu.ced and obJeotive anal7aia aoCWlll.
late to gi Te the cloownat an anti-Zioni at tepclen1. 

To uJce a full aDqlaia. it would be neoeaaar7 to go oTer mat of the 
paracrapha and to repeat what I wrote in mJ' for1111r ori t1oiaa. I do not intend 
lo trouble ,ou acain with e:D.7 leaglh7 diaoa.asiozi, bu\ I am liat1nc a few point• 
to aubatantiat• 1lfT opinion that the lhl.1e,1n do•• not give a fair preaezitation 
of the iaau.•• inT0lTed. 

1. Introdp.ctioa,. 'fhe Nl•t1n geta off to a bad atari b7 gS.TiDg the 
reader tbl illpreasion thal marine the firat World• the Britiah 
0oTenu18n, •d• d1.,.tr1oa1.17 oppoaed promi••• \o the .Arab ziationali at• 
and to the lead.era of the Zioniat Jiff ement with referenoe to Palestine, 
and tbat th••• confliotinc proai.aea are at ~• heart of the \rouble. 
!he prom1 ... were not, in tact, oon.fliotinc, aiace Paleatin• ••• u
olucled fro■ the llrit1ah pl•dce•· lbr• oaretull7 read, the paracraph 
-, be under■to o4 aa aa,inc that tm contl.iot ar-1 ... out of th• conflict 
of aiaa of \he ho croupa who ,m.d,eratood the promieea in contradictory 
••••• •enrthlll•••• the gaeral impreasion 1 • created - and thi • 
iaprea ion ia carried thrCQCh in the diaouaaloa on ti. 1 .Ancl~Ara) 
Ple4&e• - tlaat two oontracl.1otor7 pro~ ... were -.de with refar•oe 
to Pale1tiae, eaoh of equal Tali di t7. t• clo not indicate ,hat ti. 
JalfOIU' Deolarattoa waa a piblio doOIJ.llllnt, that it waa incorporated 
in the lim4ate approTed 'b7 ti. Leape of lationa, while the pl•d&e 
to ,he uaba, through lluaaia, waa a Morel u4-ratand1nc, the nature 
of which 1a moh in question. '!he reader atarta with a preJu41oe4 
mind-ae\ which 1• no\ adequatel7 oorreoted in the later 41aous6::>n. 



, 
Dr. r. kn• at J ohneon - 2 - October 26, lk-i 

2. !h• jnglo-Arfb ll•dc! · Th• at& te•nt oa the prom••• aade to 
th• Arab• throap Jlo.eain 1• ao form.lated aa \o ci,Te the .1rab claim 
a:,re Night than an obJectiTe ooaai•ration of ti. •terial warrants. 
lor 1nataaoe, ill atat1Dc ti. ophion of the Britiah repreaen\at1Tea 
on the 1939 Cn--S t,ee, JOU break up tha qa.otation.a ill .uch a wq a• 
to aaa 1 t ••• that tba llaill OCllcluaion of the re:port wae: 11fhat th• 
lanpage of the acr•emnt ••• not ao apeoific and umd. atakabl• as 1 t 
was thouchtto b• at the ti•.• .la a matter of ta.at, the British n
pre .. ntat1Tea un.an1aoa.a17 con.olu•d that: 1 0a a proper coaatnotion 
of the Correapond•oe, Palestine ••• in. faot e-,1114e4. 11 !be Lord 
Chancellor states in ~finitift tenu: 1 !be Correapondmoe aa a 
whole, and partioularl7 th• reaenatlon in respect to lrenoh interests, 
1D Sir Hem-7 ~Mahon' a 1e,ter of \he 24th of Oc\ober 1916, not onl7 
had uolud•d Palestine but ebould ho• been un.deratood to do ao, haTinc 
in Ti•• the unique poaition of Paleatine. 11 You fail to atate that Ml. 
the :Brit 1 ah officer• oonneo te d w1 th \be negot 1 at ion a w1 th Huaain, with
out exception., han atated 1n tha 110at poaitiT• teraa that the British 
intended· '° eD:lude Palea\ine, and \hat Huaain underatoo4 thia quite 
well. 

Your conoluaion: 11 Caretul readinc ao.cgeata leaa a milWldera\and
iq than. atrategio preparation for later a>Tea, w1 th fair warning g1 Tell 
b7 eitb8r aide,• doe a not, in rq opinion, atand up uncl•r exa■1aat;1on. 
Toa. make a point of atatinc \he Sherif'• npl7 that there would be no 
oonoeaaion wbateTer of Arab land to lrance. Bu.\ 70u fail to atate that 
in the nut letter th• llritlah told Jllaain in the 110at definitive teraa 
that there would 'be no reoonaicleration of the Sherif'.• deaanda in thia 
reapec\ after the war, aa he had aaked. lurtber, JOU nec].ect to indicate 
\hat finall7, in reaponae to th• Br1t1ah letter, lllaain (in hia letter of 
J'ebruar7 18, 1916) indioat•• that he accepted the Britiab. terma . 

.All the eTiden.oe inclioat•• that 11>.aain lmew - and a.creed to - at 
leaat thia 11110h: Paleatin• wOllld not b• included 111 \he .lrab etate, 
that a speoial r•gi• would 'be .. , up in Paleatine, and \hat Jewiah 
iamicration w0\1l.4 be enooarapd. Bone of th• doOWDimta whioh 7011. quo\e, 
or an7 of tu proolamationa 1•••4 4uriq the war, JUDtion Paleatin• 
in their promi••• \o facilitate Arab independ.enoe. 'l'h• JDglo-l'renoh 
d.eclaratio• - the moat iapor,ant of thea all - apeoifioal.17 •ntiona 
SJria an4 lleaopotamia, 'but not Paleat1ne. ~ the oth8r hand, at \1-
Peao• Contereno• 1e1Nl, head of the .&rab delecation, ezplicitl:7 atated 
that: 1 P&leat1n•, tor 1ta uniTeraal character, should be left on one 
aid.• tor 1mtual oonaicleration of all partie1 interealed.. 11 !hen th.er• 
ar• the h1aal-le11■-n .Acz"•-n\, \he letter to 1•11.z l'rakfllrter, 
ad aeTeral atate•nta ■acle to the pr••• b7 leieal. All thia eTidelloe, 
llhioh inclioat•• tbat PaJ.•aline •• llff•r included ill th• area of Arab 
inupendence, 70U pa•• oTer in a1lcoe. 
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3. The Balfour D olaration. Can 70u 1erioual7 olaim bt 7au.r 
treatment of the Balfour Declara\ion ia fair to the Zioniat oaae, 
or hiatoricalq aocurat•T 'fhere ia alnmd.ant eTidenoe to allow that 
th• proml.catora of tba Balfour Declaration enTiuced the ulti•t• 
eatabliehaent of a Jewiab COIIDIOn .. al.th if the Jewa took adTantage 
of th• oppormnit7 offered. Dua ia olearl7 i.Dd.ioated in the P•· l 
COllmiaaion Beport, whioh q110tea a definitiTe atatement of Mr. L107d 
Georp 1 •• 1lbo •a Pri• Minister at the ti11111. You do make aoM 
antion of the fact that Churohill te&tified that nen the 1922 
White Paper - generall7 oonaiured aa a whiltled down interpretation 
of the Bri tiah pl•dce - clid not prohibit the ultimate eatabli abroent 
of the Jewiah Sta e. lnt before 7ou do thia ,ou ha.Te two lone 
parao-apha in whioh ,cu build up in the mind of the read.er an 
imprea ion that the Declaration waa cen•ral 17 interpreted aa 
authorizinc oal.7 a Jewish cultural center, or ciTiDC the Jewa aome 
special position comparable to m1Dorit7 righta ata"1a. 

In pre .. n,1nc the Arab•' Cap, ,ou make a full, atraightforward 
presentation 1D their own teraa. !hia la as it should be. Bu.t to 
ha't'e aohieTed a balanced statement, th re mhould ha•• been an equal.17 
full pre entation of the Zionist• oase in \heir own terms. It 1• 
true that there are a few •nunoea bare and ,11ere • lost in the •se 
of .,ou.r own 1aterpretationa, and TOU do -.lee aoae a\at• nt of the 
Zioniat poai tion under Jewiab A.tt1 tud•• o U:4 Ziopip. :But there 
hould haTe been a atat••n\ of the Zionla\ po tlon on the Bal.tour 

Declaration and the elate, on the •aninc of 1hiatorical oonnectiOD•, 
on t1-ir oonoeption of tbe r lat1oa of tbt Jewish coJ1U1W1it7 to the 
Arab oomuanit7 in Palestine, etc. 

"· '1'h Paleatine Jliatratiop. In diaousaing the ai~tion in 
Paleatine, nowhere do TOil make it clear that under the term 1 ind► 
pencleno•" the Arab poli tioal leader a demand abaolute rule oTer tbl 
cmntr7; that the7 ba'Ye taken the position that the7 are the •oaera• 
of tbl countJ"7 and that the7 ahould enrol• the same kind of rule 
in PaleatiDe a in S7ria or in Iraq. .Auni Bq Abdul-Ba41, leader 
of the I•,itlaliata, atated definitel7 ,efore tile Pal.eatin• Bo7&1 
Coromiaaion that: • e do not aocept the formla laid down b7 ti. 
Jewa, that '-her ahould b• no domination b7 Jewa OT r .Arab• or b7 
Arabs OYer Jews." (Minute of Jwidenoe, p. 314). 

You :Yoid sn7 mention of the ao\1T1t1ea of the lllatti of Jen.aalea 
and 70u aq no\hiq aboa.t the Sllpr Moalem Coanoil of whioh the lllfti 
waw Pre1ident. While 7011 dilate on the Bo7al Coanlaaion•• opijion aa 
\o tu ezoeaaiT• influaoe of the Jnillh .&ceno7 - ariaiDC out of fW'lo.--
tiona perfor111d b7 pa.rel7 peaoefQl •tiled• ader ,u teraa of the lla4at• -
70u are atracel7 aileat about the Peel r-o-ntaaioa '• Tina on the SQ.pre e 
lb1l•• Council ia foaenting diacord aDd Tioleno• in Paleatine, and 1011 
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fail to atate their oon.oluaion.: •'fhe exiatenoe of \he Sllpr•• Moel• 
Ocnmoil need not, in 1, .. 1t, haYe led to the deTelopaellt of an .Arab 
\priua ill iprio. Jilt th• tunctlon.a whioh the 111:ftl has contriYed 
to ~cam] ate in hi I per eon and hi• uae of ~h•• haTe had that effect. 
He 1 • aow mch a pawer iD \he land that, lllPJ)Orted. \7 the •atiODal 
Oolllll\ tt••• 1D ti. different to1111• of Paleatin•, u '8a'3' truthfull7 be 
d••cribed aa \he 1-ad. of 19t a third parallel Go'Yel'Dabt. 11 

Your •tateJll81lt: 'Th• Sa.pr•• llo•le■ Coun.cil waa later eatabli ahed 
in an effort to e('lal.1s• thi• 11"1ation• 1a entlrel7 incorrect. !he 
Sipre• llo•l• Comicil was eatabliod in December 1921 for th• parpoae 
of oontrollinc and ■anac,nc the wyt (clmrch) propert7, ad for Rper
Tiatng the lfoal•• religiou oourt1. JlaJ Mdll al-Ha.aaini, who beo-
the 111.fti of Jeru■al• 'b7 a qua\ionable prooecmre and waa later elected 
Pr••ident of the Sapr- Molle• Cotancil, u•d the Co11D.oil to build up a 
poll tioal ■enhiae. ID 1933 'he Arab• were offered an .&rab .&&eno7 analogous 
to the Jewiah Jc9nc7, but the7 retu .. cl it, arrogantl7, with the ct.clar&
tion: 1 'fba aab on•r• of tu oow,.t~ caan.ot ... their wq to aooeptillg 
a propoaal which tad• to place thl■ oa an equal footing w1 th the alien 
Jna.• 

5. !he Ditplaoemgt of the :telly. '!M worst thi ia the paper, 1n 'llfl 
opinion, 11 70W •entenoe (page 5, OOl'Wlll 2): 1 Popalar re .. ntment arises 
from the faot ,hat ule of land to J•w• 41aplaced ,ha fel!•b· .. • The 
charge \hat ,he •al• of land to tm Jew• diaplace• \he fellah waa intro
c.tu.ced before \he Sbaw Collllliad.on b7 Ml.ea lewton, a retired llng].iah 
mi1aiona17, l»ltterl7 oppoaecl \o ,i. lioniat progaa. .&. 111b•quen\ care
ful inTe1\1gat1on -.de 'b7 \he Bri\iab, who w re at first inolilled to 
aocept the aocuaation, indioa\ed \ha\ IM f8111111••• or \bree-fiftha of 
o:ae peroen\ of the Arab n.ral popllation of Pal.eat~ oeued to l»• 
cul\iTatora a• a reru, of .Ara'b •al•• of land to Jew,, and had turned 
to other occapatioae. The Qoye,-nJMD\ proTicled funcla for ti. re .. ttlwnt 
of th••• 41 ap,laoed Arab OUl. tiTa\ora 11114er mperior ooDdi tiona, lnlt 0D17 
Wt of tu ll'Uiaer of fallili•• aooepwd the GoYel'Dllllll\ ofter, the remainder 
hannc .. cm-eel what tu7 nidentl.7 ooaaidered other preferable e111plo,-nt. 
(Orta\ 1r1,a1p. IP:4 Paleatia•; 191~1939, Bo7al Iaatitute of International 
Affair ■, London, 1939, p. M . 

Coun\er'balanci~g \he negllcibl• peroentace of fam111•• who oea••d 
to be Olll,1Tatora, Jewiah deTelopaent ha• made 1\ poadbl• for maJL7 
ad41 tional f-111•• to 0'11 \1Tate \he 1011 ao ,hat, ill the balanoe, 
while ti.re 97 haft bNa oa■•• of indiTiclual displaMIIIID,, on ti. 
whole there are a crea'9r nml) er of f•lltb1P totq nl ,1Tat1Dc thl 
1011 oa a hipr atanclar4. You fail to •n,ton alao lbat \he ooaad. aaion1 
of in.Te.tlption ho• aonera\ed \he J••• fro■ aD7 'bl- 1D the di aplaoe-
•nt of \he Arab• ancl th&\ clefeo\a 1a the adalnl •\ration of the l• which fome:dy 
pend ttecl .&.ru lancloa•r• \o diapoaae•• their teneata on aale, ha.Te now 
been rem4iecl. !he .Arab tenant la \odq tu beat pro\eo"4 in. ti. .-11. 
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Yo omit al., reference to tm fact that one of the maJor can ea 
of poverty amnc the Arab ~tiTatore i• the high anrage debt to .Arab 
landowner■ a■ a reaul t of an aocWllllation. of um.rioua intere•t charge a. 
You ~ no g81l1lin.e analy 1 s of the aocial. problems f ao1ng the fellah. 
and ,ou. leaTe the impreasion that hi• difficaltiea are cm.e largel7 to 
Jewiah purohaeea of land. On the next pace (m1d4le of col111111 1) 70u 
-• to ooalradict thia illlpr aslon when 70U state the Partitioa Co11-
lliaaion' • view. Bllt 7011 ban al.readT bia•d tbl Iliad of the reader 
w1 th 7our more direc, atat••nt on th• prnioua pag • 

The 1a.u is not whether the llll.letip, •w111 wholl7 aatiafy 8117 group•; 
\he qa.tt tion ie whether it tiatlea the ori teri of a balanoed, obJective 
aa4 ooa,petent alysi of the Pal• tin• ai "1.ation. OTer and above the 
oritiolsma already made, there 1a a tundaeen.tal critio1• of ,,oar entire 
approach to the probl•. You repre at 1 t ee1•1:, aa a oonn1ct between 
Mabe an Jew and 7au:r 1 anal.791a11 1a, to a large extent, •rel.7 a at teant 
of Yarioua point ■ of Tie•• with aome interpretation. !ha Bulletip. doe, not 
iJldicate any first-hand lmowledp of the eituation in Paleetine; 11 doe not 
&O into the baaJrcround of eocial oonditionae 1 t fail• to relate the Pal a tine 
probl• to the economic and political probl-■ of the lear ket pneral.17. 
In fine, 1n -, eati•tion the )9,Jl•\ip doe ■ not ••' the orclinar7 requ.in
Jllltllt a of a &Pod piece of reaearoh. 

I do aot wish to close without thankillg 70u for 7aa.r oourte 7 in k••Pinc 
• iJl touch and qtertaininc cr1t1c1ema. 

Dr. -, . ~meet Johneon 

Tour a inc erel7, 

I. :B. '8erk110n 
Director, Be•arch Departmant 

lederal Council of the Clmrohee of Chrlat 
397 \h .&."feuue 
Hew York 10, In York 
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