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TO PERMIT JEWISH REFUGEES IN BRITAIN TO JOIN JEWISH BRIGADE

e Y &
London, September 19 (Palcor) ~- Certailn categories 6F Jewish refugees
in Britain and also volunteers from among the refugees in Italy and
those interned on Mauritius Island will be permitted to Join the Jew-
1sh Brigade Group whose formatlon was officlally anncunced by the
British Govermment, the Palcor correspondent learns, Conferences with
regard to the Brigade are now in progrese between Secrectary for War
Sir James Grigg, and Dr. Chaim Welzmann, president, and Moshe Shertok,
chief of the political department of the Jewish Agency.
3 The officlal announcement of the War Office with regard to
the Jewlsh Brigade Group reads:

"His Majesty's Govermment have dccided to accede to the re-
quest of the Exccutive of the Jewlsh Agency for Palestine that a Jew—
1sh Brigade Group should be formed to take part in active operations,
The Infantry Brigade wlll be based on Jewlsh battalions from the
Palestine recgiment, and a necessary concentration of forces is taking
place for training them prlor to thelr dispateh to the theatrcs of war,
Supporting and auxiliary units to complcte the group are based on
exlsting Palestinlan units, and on units under preparation and will
Join the Infantry Brigade ag soon as practicable. Detalls of the
scheme arc belng discussed with the Jewlish Ageney which has been in~
vited to co~operate in its realization.'

: The Jewlsh Agency issued the followlng statement followlng
the Govermment'!s announcements

"We arc dceply gratified at the government's decision that
a Jowish Brigade Group be formed for taking part in active operations,
The Jews throughout the world, enslaved and frec, willl welcomec the
announcement by Britailn with satisfaction, The entry of a Jewish
fight1n$ force in battle agalnst the enemy of the Jewish people for

mankind's frecdom will symbolize the status of Israel in the fight for
a better worlde The composition of the force will glve concrecte ex-—
pression to both Jewish unity and the central place of Palestlne in
Jewl sh l-ifO.“

After referring to the Jewilsh Agency's cfforts since 1939
to have Britain form a Jewish army or Fighting Force, the Agcnoy
points out that "in the meantime the Jews dld their duty. Apout
one million Jews fighting in thec armices of the Upnited Natlons and over
thirty thousand Palestine Jews having voluntecered to dischargec thelr
national rcsponsibility, served in many campaigns, remalining, however,
scattercd and anonymous,

"The formation of the Brigade Group," the Jewlsh Agcnoy
states, "comes at a lato stage of the war, but it is an acknowlcdge-
ment of the services rondered and (Continued on Page 2)
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British approval of the plan to
put an all-Jewish brigade in the
field alongside Allied fighting
forces was hailed here today by
leaders of prominent Jewish or-
ganizations.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr.
Stephen S. Wise, co-chairmen of
the American Zionist Emergency
Council, voiced the hope that the
“recognition thus accorded the
Jews as a people in the armies o
the United Nations will be a pre-
liminary to Jewish representation|
at the peace conference and in the
councils of the nations in all mat-
ters affecting the future of Eu-
ropean Jewry and of Palestine.”

Indorsement also came from the
New Zionist Organization of
America and Louis Lipsky, presi-
dent of Bnai Zion and a member
of the World Jewish Agency for
Palestine.

At the same time the Mizrachi
Women’s Organization of America
commended President Roosevelt
and Secretary of War Stimson for
the War Department’s order pro-
hibiting discrimination in the
armed forces. \

The American Jewish Confer-

Jews as soon as European areas
are liberated by the Allies. y







See Step as Move to
Seat at Peace Table

British approval of the plan to}
put an all-Jewish brigade in the|j
field alongside Allied fighting
forces was hailed here today by
leaders of prominent Jewish or-
ganizations.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr.|
Stephen S. Wise, co-chairmen of]|
the American Zionist Emergency !
Council, voiced the hope that the
“recognition thus accorded the
Jews as a people in the armies of
the United Nations will be a pre-
|l liminary to Jewish representation
| at the peace conference and in the

ters affecting the futdre of Eu-
ropean Jewry and of Palestine.”

Indorsement also came from the
New Zionist Organization of
America and Louis Lipsky, presi-
dent of Bnai Zion and a member
of the World Jewish Agency for
Palestine.

At the same time the Mizrachi
Women’s Organization of America
commended President Roosevelt

nd Secretary of War Stimson for

e War Department’s order pro-
hibiting discrimination in the
armed forces.

The American Jewish Confer-
énce appealed to Secretary of
State Hull for the restoration of
all rights formerly enjoyed by
Jews as soon as European areas
are liberated by the Allies.
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FORMATION OF JEWISH BRIGADE GROUP ANNOUNCED BY BRITAIN; WILL FIGIIT ON WAR FRONTS
e el

e

LOWDON, Septe 20¢ (JTA) =-- The British Gevernment announced today that o Jew=
ish Brigade Grcup will be fomed end will be assigned to active operctionss The
formation of the grcup follows repeated demends by the Jewish Agency for Palestine
for o scparate Jewish fighting force to participete in the liberation of' Burope from
the Germonse

{fhe British Information Service hos said that the strength of o pre-war
brigade was about 3,000, but that they have been greatly enlarged since the warse
The present figure cannot be divulged for reasons of military securitye A brigode
is larger than o regiment, but smeller then o divisions) ‘

An infentry brigade, the announcement said, will be based on the Jewish
infontry catralions now attached to the Palestine Regimente The necessary concen-
tration of troops for training is now taking place before the unit is sent to a
theatre of wars

Supporting and ocuxiliary units which will complete the group 2re now being
fermed, the Government revealed, and they will join the new infantry brigade as soon
as it is practicebles Detcils of the scheme are being discussed with officiels of
the Jewish Agency, which has been invited to cooperate with the military authoritiese

ROSH HASHONAH SERVICES IN PARIS REVEAL JEWISH TRAGEDY THERE; SYNAGOGUES CROWDED

PARIS, Septe 20e (JTA) =- The extent of the tragedy which has befallen the Jeve
in paris was dromatically emphasized hcre on Rosh Hashonah during the portion of the
synegosue services when the prayers for the dead were reciteds

Almost every Jew of the 25,000 who survived the Germon terror grimly recited
Kaeddish, since there is not a single Jewish family in Prris todey which has no leade
The Rosh Hashonoh services were held in six of the larger Paris synagogucs ond in o
nurber of tiny court-yerd SyRa&gogucse

Some of the synagogues - aspecially on Rue Copernic, Rue Notre Dame end Rue
de Nazoreth = still showed the damages coused by bombs planted by members of the
Doriot anti-Semitic Popular Partye But the grect temple on Rue de la Victoirc pro=
sented thc same spectacleo &s in peace time, exoept for the fact that hundreds of
American Jewish soldiers orowded the temple this Rosh Hashonahe The services were
conducted by Chicf Rabbi Julion Weill assdsted by Reve iHenri Mendele

No special services were held in Poris for Jewish men in the armed forccse
All of them participeted in the civilion services under arrangements made by Chaplain
Judch Nadich of New York who preached in the six larger Jewish templese In one of
the military hospitals 500 wounded as well as the Jewish menbers of the medical staff,




6 November 1944,

MEMORANDUI{ FOR EXECUTIVE TO THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR:

Subject: Enlistment in the Jewish Brigade
Group (British).

l. In furnishing a statement of the existing policy in regard to
enlistment in the Jewish Brigade Group (British), G-1 assumes that this
Brigade Group is an integral part of the British Amy. If this assumption
is not correct, the policies stated below will not apply.

2¢ 2. The answer to your specific question concerning the
existing policy which would apply should individuals
serving in the United States Army request discharge
for the purposc of enlistment in the unit mentioncd
above is contained in subparagraph b below.

b. Any British citizen or a citizen of any cobelliger-
ent nation with which the United States has reciprocal
transfer agreements, if reasonably available and if
acceptable by thc Armed Forces of his nation, may be
discharged from the Army of the United States to enlist
in the Armed Forces of his country. However, unless
the individual who desires to enlist in the Jewish
Brigade Group (British) is a British citizen, discharge
and enlistment would serve no useful purpsse as he must,
under the agreements, enlist in the Armecd Forces of his
country. The fact of Jewish ancestry would have no
bearing on thc matter. An American citizen of Jewish
ancestry now serving in tho Armed Forces of the United
States would not be released to enlist in the Jewish
Brigade Group (British).

3. Other policies in connection with the Jewish Brigade Group (British)
arc as follows:

a. Residents of the United States:

(1) American citizens, regardless of ancestry,
subject to the Selective Training and Service
Act are not authorized to enlist in thc Armed
Forcos of ony nation if they arc within the age
limits for induction and arec acceptable to the
Unitcd Statcs Armed Forces.
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(2) Americon citizens, regardless of ancestry,
who are outside the present induction ages or

who are not acceptable to the United States Armed
Forces, may request permission to enlist in the
Armed Forces of cobelligerent nations and may bo
so authorized by thc War Department end the
National Headquarters of Selective Service.
Separate action is taken in each individual case.

(3) Non-citizens of the United States, regard-
less of ancestry, who are subject to the Selcctive
Troining and Service Act may, if citizons of co-
belligerent nations with which this country has
reciprocal agrcements, request service in the
Armed Forces of their own country. This is
granted provided the individual is accepted for
service by his country., If the individual is
outside thec present induction age limits or is
not acceptable to the United States Armed Forces,
he may request permission to enlist in the Armed
Forces of cobelligercnt nations and decision will
then be made by the War Department and National
Headquarters of Selective Service. Separate
decision is made in each individual casce.

b. Non-rcsidents of the United States:

American citizons, regardless of ancestry, while
subject to the Selective Training and Service Act, may
enlist and in some cocuntries are subject to compulsory
military service, if acceptable to the country of
residence, in the Armed Forces of that country.

S+ G. HENRY
Major General
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1






