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VOlln~E XI - Number 125 Weaneedny, !eptem~er 201 1944. 

TO PERMIT JEW'I SH REFUGEES IN BRITAIN TO JOIN JEVVISH BRIGADE 

London, September 19 (Palcor) -- Certain categories or Jewish refugees 
in Britain and also volunteers from among the refugees in Italy and 
those interned on Mauritius island will be pennitted to join the Jew
ish Brigade Group whose fonnation was officially anncunced by the 
British Government, the Palcor correspondent learns. Conferences _with 
regard to the Brigade are now in progress between Secretary for War 
Sir James Grigg, and Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president, and Moshe Shortok, 
chief of the political department of the Jewish Agency. 
,. 

The official announcement of the War Office with r egard to 
the Jewish Brigade Group reads: 

11 Hie Majesty's Government have decided to accede to the re
quest of the Executive of the Jewish Agency tor Palestine that a Jew
ish Brigade Group should be formed to take part in active operatj_one. 
The Infantry Brigade will be based on Jewish battalions from the 
Palestine regiment, and a necessary concentration of forces is taking 
place for training them prior to their dispatch t o the theatres of war. 
Supporting and auxiliary units to compl et e the group are based on 
existing Palestinian units, and on units under preparation and will 
join tho Infantry Brigade as sonn as practicable. Details of the 
scheme arc being discussed with the Jewish Agency which has been in
vited to co-operate in its r.oalization.u 

The Jewish Agonoy issued the following statement following 
the Govornment 1 s announcement, 

11 We arc deeply gratifio<l at the government's decision that 
a J ewish B~igade Group be formed for taking part in active opor ~tio ns. 
The Jews throughout the world, enslaved and free, will welcome the 
announc ement by Britain with satisfaction. The entry of a Jewish 
fighting force in battle against the enemy of the Jewish people for 
mankindf s fre edom will symbolize the status of Israel in tho fight for
a better world. The composition of tha force will give concrete ex
pression to both Jewish unity and the central pL9.ce of Palestine in 
J cw1 sh lif o. 11 

After referring to the Jewish Agency's efforts sinoe 1939 
to have Britain form a Jewish army or Figliting Force, tho Agonoy 
points out that "in the meantime the JGWa did tho~r duty. About 
one million Jews fighting in the armies of the United Nations and over 
thirty thousand Palestine Jews having volunteered to disohargo their 
national responsibility, served in many campaigns, remaining, however, 
scattered and anonymous. 

11 The fonna tion of the Brigade Group," tho J ew1 sh Ag0noy 
etatca, 11 oomos at a lo.to stage of the war, but it is an acknow:t.odgc-
ment of the servioes rendered and ( Continued on Pago 2) 

Copies of this Bulletin have been filed with the Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., where the re1i1tration of J. L Teller doin1 
busines■ a■ Palcor News Arency, as an agent of Palestine Corrcapondence Bureau of Jeruulem, Pale1tine1 i1 available for public inspcc• 
tion. The fact of re1i1tration abould not be con1idered u approval by the United State, Government ot tile content■ of tlai1 Bulletin. 
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British approval of the plan t 
put an all-Jewish brigade in th 
field alongside Allied fighting 
forces wa hailed here today by 
leaders of prominent J ewlsh organizations. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver a.nd Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, co-chairmen of 
the American Zionist Emergency 
Council, voiced the hope that the 
"recognition thus accorded the 
Jews as a peo:gle in the armies o 
the United Nations wlll be a pre
liminary to Jewi h representatio 
at the peace conference and in the 
councils of the nations in all mat
ters affecting the future of Eu
ropean Jewry and of Palestine." 

Indorsement also came from the 
New Zionist Organization of 
America and Louis Lipsky, presi
dent of Bnai Zion and a member 
of the World Jewish Agency f r Palestine. 

At the same time the Mizrachl Women's Organization of America 
commended President Roosevelt 
and Secretary of War Stirn on for 
the War Department's order pro
hibiting discrimination in the armed forces. 

The American Jewish Confer
nee appealed to Secretary of 
tate Hull for the re toration of 
11 rights formerly enjoyed by 
ews as soon a European areas re liberated by the All1es. 
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~!~~Jf.~~atulat!t~~~s~g!: 
ment upon its announcement of t!Je formation of a Jewish brigade 
for active war service. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, co-chairmen of 
the American Zionist Emergency 
Council, said the move consti-

tuted recognition of "the justice 
of the Jewish claim to fight un
der their own flag against the op
pressors of their people" and 
urged Jewish representation at 
the peace table. -

Col. Morris J. Mendelsohn, 
president of the New Zionist Or
ganization of America, said the 

action aabeen firs proposed"" y or gade should be enlat'ged to an 
his gro p and added that the army. 
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New Zionist Organization of 
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of the World Jewish Agency for 
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L The American Jewish Confer
ence appealed to Secretary of 
State Hull for the restoration of 
all rights formerly enjoyed by 
Jews as soon as European areas 
are liberated by the Allies. 
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FORMATION OF JEWISH BRIGADE GRCJUF AlilfOUNCED BY BRtTAIN; WILL FIGHT ON WAR FRONTS 

101 DON, Sept. 20. (JTA) -- The British Government o.nnounced today thut a Jew
ish Brigade qrcup will be fcnmdo.nd will be o.ssigned to active opcr-tions. The 
form1:.tion of the ['l"C up follows repented demands by the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
for u sc, po.rate Jewish fighting force to purticipv.te in the libern.tion of Europe from 
the Gor nm.ns • 

(rhe British Information Service ho.s said tho.t the strength of o. pre -·uo.r 
brigo.dc Vias about 3.,000., but thut they have been greatly enlarged since the wa.r. 
The rreGent fi gure connot be divulged for reo.sons of milit n.rv security. A brigo.de 
is ln.rgc r thun o. regiment., but smo.ller than o. division.) • 

AD info.ntry brigc.de., the announcement said., will be based on the Jovd.sh 
info.ntry ca:Lr.ulions now o.tto.ched to tho Palestine Regiment. The necessary concon
tro.tion of tro ps for training is now tc..king place before the unit is sent too. 
theatre oi' vm.r • 

Supportin,. o.nd o.uxilinry uni ts which will complete the group 1.rc now being 
fcrm ·d., th~ Guvcrnm0nt reveo.led, o.nd they will join the new infantry brigade o.s soon 
o.s it is ructicuble. Detcilu of the schome arc bciug discussed with officio.ls of 
the Jeviish Agency., which has beer. invited to coopero.tc with the militnry nuthorities. 

ROSH HASIIONAH SEPVICES I N Pli.RIS REVEAL JEVITSH TRAGEDY THERE; SYNAGOGUES CROWDED 

Pli2 IS, Sept. 20. (JTA) -- The extent of the trngLdy which hc.s befallen the Jeve 
in po.ris wo.s drur.10.tico.lly empho.sized h(; rc on Rosh Ho.~hono.h durir:g tho portion of the 
syno.go:.,uc s rvices ·whGn thE:: prayE:lrs for the dead wore reci tc.,d. 

Alnost evE:-ry JeVJ of tho 25,000 who survived the Germun terror grirrily reci tod 
Kaddish, since there is not a single Jewish fo.mily in Pr~ris todc.y which llo.s no lco.de 
The Rosh Rashono.h s E: rviccs we:-e held i r ... six of the lo.rger Pc.ria syno.Gosuc., s o.nd in o. 
number of tiny court-ye.rd ay1JBgoguos. 

Some of the synagoGueD - espeoio.lly on Rue Copernic., Rue Notre Do.me and Ruo 
de No.zo.reth - still showed the do.m.ages co.used by bombs planted by rriembE.,rs of tho 
Doriot o.nti-Senitic Popular pc.rty. But the greet temple on Rue de la Victoirc pre

sented tho s!l.t'lc specto.clo as in pence time., exoopt for the fa.ct thnt hundruds of 
Am.erico.n J~wish soldiers crowded tho tomple this Rosh Ho.shono.h. The services were 

conducted by Chief Ro.bbi Julio.n Weill o.ssisted by Rev. Henri Mundel. 

no lilpeciul scrviceo wore held in Fo.ris for Jewish men ir.. tho armed forces• 
All of then po.rticipc.tod in tho ci vilio.n services under o.rrnnger.ier:ts no.de by Chnplo.in 

Judc.h Nc.dich of New York who preo.chcd in the six 19.rgor Jewish ter.1plos. In one of 
tho military hospitals 500 wounded as woll c.s the Jewish members of the mcdico.l stuff• 



.. 

C 
0 

p 
y 

6 November 1944. 

MEMORANDUU FOR EXECUTIVE TO THE ASSIST.ANT SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Subject: Enlistment in the Jewish Brigc:.de 
Group (:British). 

1. In furnishing a s~atement of the existing policy in regard to 
enlistment in the Jewish :Brigade Group (:British), G-1 assumes that this 
Brigade Group is an integral part of the :British Anny. If this assumption 
is not correct, the policies stated below will not apply. 

2. ~ The answer to your specific question concerning the 
existing policy which would apply should individuals 
serving in the United States Amy request discharge 
for the purpose of enlistment in the unit mentioned 
abova is contained in subparagraph b below. 

b. Any Eritish citizen or a citizen of any cobelliger
ent nation with which the United States has reciprocal 
transfer agreements, if reasonably available nnd if 
acceptable by the Armed Forces of his nation, may be 
discharged from the Army of the United States to enlist 
in the Anned Forces of his country. However, unless 
the individual who desires to enlist in the Jewish 
Brigade Group (~ritish) is a British citizen, discharge 
and enlistment would serve no useful purpcse as he must, 
unner the agreements, enlist in the Armed Forces of his 
country. The fact of Jewish ancestry· would have no 
bearing on the matter. An .American citizen of Jewish 
ancestry now serving in tho Armeo. Forces of the United 
States would not be released to enlist in the Jewish 
Brig~de Group (:British). 

3. Other policies in connection with the Jewish ~rigadc Group (Eritish) 
arc as follows: 

~ Residents of the United States: 

(1) American citizens, regardless of ancestry, 
subject to the Selective Training and Servi co 
Act are not authorized to enlist in the Armed 
Forces of o.ny nation if thoy arc within the age 
limits for induction and arc c1.cccptnblc to tho 
United States Armed Forces. 
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(2) Amoricoo citizens, regardless of ancestry, 
who are outside the present induction ages or 
who are not acceptable to the United States Armed 
Forces, m~ request permission to enlist in tho 
Armed Forces of cobelligorent nations and may be 
so authorized by the War Department .end the 
National Headquarters of Selective Service. 
Separate action is taken in each individual case. 

(3) Non-citizens of tho United States, regard
less of ancestry, who are subject to the Selective 
Truining and Service Act mey, if citizens of co
belligerent nations with which this co,mtry has 
reciprocnl ngrcemcnts, request service in the 
Armed Forces of their own country. This is 
granted provided the individual is accepted for 
service by his country. If the individual is 
outside the present induction age limits or is 
not acccpt['.blo to tho Uni tcd Stn.tes Anned Forces, 
he rn 2.y request permission to enlist in the Anned 
Forces of cobelligeront nations ruid decision will 
then be made by the War Department anc. National 
Head.quarters of Selective Service. Separate 
decision is made in c~ch individual case. 

b. Non-residents of the United States: 

.American citizens, regardless of ancestry, while 
subject to the Selectiv Training and Service Act, rncy 

enlist and in some countries are subject to compulsory 
military service, if acceptable to the country of 
residence, in the Armed Forces of that country. 

' . 

S. G. HENRY 
Major General 

Assistant Chief of Staff, G--1 




