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• AMERICAN -:z,oNIST. EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Loeal Emergency Committees Date September 26, 1944 

From Herman Shulman. 

The American Palestine Committee, which today has a membership of more 
than 4,000 -- m~st of them non-Jewish leaders of public opinion -- is 
launching a mass membership drive to enlist the support of the American 
public behind its p~ogram of mobilizing non-Jewa in favor of Jewish 
aspirations in Palestine. 

Gontident that your assistance will be invaluable in carrying on this drive, 
we are turning to you with the following request: we urge you to arrange 
a meeting of leading non-Jewish personalities in your community for the 
purpose of forming a local American Palestine Committee chapter, provided, 
of course, that you have not already established such an organization, 

As the aim of the American Palestine Committee is to secure a mass enroll­
ment of non-Jews it will no longer be possible to limit the membership of 
the American Palestine Committee to the top leaders in your community. It 
should be the purpose of every local campaign to secure membership from 
the rank and file of American ci ti2:enry. Apprised of the program and 
objectives of the American Palestine Committee most business and prGfeesionEl 
mon will assume membership in tho American Falest1ne Comnittoe. Your local 
American Palestine Committee chapter can be instrumental in securing the 
mass enrollment of service clubs such as the Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, Exchange, 
etc. provided one of your leading chapter ma~bers visits these clubs, dea.­
cribes the A.~erican Palestine Committee and requests the club to enroll as 
a body • . 

In connection with the proposed membership campaign attached are four items: 

1, An outline of organization and suggestions for activities 
of 1-.cal chapters of the American Palestine Comr:ii ttec., 
This is a suggested guide for the OJ)erntion of your local 
chapter of the .American Palestine Committee. 

2. A list of the present membore of the .American Palestine 
Cor.unittoe in your state. Those menbors can be used as 
a nucleus for the development of your chapter. 

3. A booklet entitled "The Amortcan Palestine Committee -
What It Is," which can be used during your campa\gn to 
acquaint prospective members with the Aoerican Palestine 
Comr.i ittee. 

4. A membership f~m which lists a number of members now 
affiliated with the American Palestine Committee and a 
statement indicating that the signer has accepted member­
sh\p. Please note that a campaign worker can secure 
twenty or ~ore members on the same blank. 
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In order that you may be equipped with material to launch your membership 
campaign you sheuld order as many of the membership forms and the booklets, 
11 The American Palestine Committoe - What It Is , 11 as you deem desirable for 
your needs for tho local campaign. Please order the□ fror.i the ,American 
Palestine Oomitteo, 41 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 

As members aro socurod during the process of your campaign, plea;c forward 
their namos and addresses to Dean Howard M. LeSourd, who is now the director 
of the American Palestine Cor.unittec. He will then send to each new member 
a lotter of acknowledgment and suitable educational r.1atcrial. 

Needless to say, tho continued sympathy and good will of tpo .Anorican public 
aro cssontial to the succesaful prosecution of our drive to bring about the 
repeal of the White Paper policy and to secure the establishrlont of Palestine 
as a free and democratic Jewish Comnonwcalth. 

Now, especially when definitive pronouncenents on Palestine become □ore 
r 

in":linent as United Nations forces speed on to victory, we r.iust bend ovocy 
effort to give expression to this countrJ's traditionally friendly attitude 
towards the Zionist program. This can best be done in tho wcy outlined 
nbovc, nnd wo feel certain that you will c[•,rry out this highly signific['.,nt 
task with a groa t degree of speed and cffocti voncss. 

HS: SHH 
Enco. 



OUTLINE OF ORG,&WIZJhTION 

AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTIVITIES OF 

LOCAL DIVISIONS OF THI AMERICAN fALESTINE COMMIT~~i 

At a recent meeting of the National Executive Board of the .American 

Palestine Committee it was decided to inaugu.rate a greatly intensified program 

of education with respect to the Jewish National Home in Palestine. As part 

of this p~ogram, a special effort will be made to expand the present morribership 

of the Committee, as well as of the Christian Council on Palestine which co­

operates closely with the .American Palestine Committee. 

By way of explanation, it should be noted that the Americnn Palestine 

Committee is intended for lnyroon, while the Cbri st inn Council on Palestine is 

intended primarily for clorgymen of all denominations. :Both organizations n.re 

in basic accord on the pi-ogram with reopect to Palestine. 

In order to utilize the potentialities of our present and futur e members, 

local organizations 1m1st oe set up throughout tho co-witry, to be known as 

Divisions of the A.I:oorioan Palestine Committee. 

The local organization should consist ofs 

l. A chairman. 

2. As many vice-chairmen as may seem advisable so as to allow 
roprcsentation for leaders in the field of oducation, the 
church, industry., labor, civic groups, ,vomeu•s groups, etc. 

3. A secretary. 

4, An Executi~e Committee, including the officers, and at least 
twentY'"'five of the most prominent people in tho commmity. 

5. Standing coJnIDi t tees, each of which uou.J.d be charged with a 
separate f11.nction of the local Division. Tru::re should bu 
a.t least three Comroi ttees, as follows, 



-
(a) Membership. The duty of this committee would. be to enlist every 

possible person in the colllmlnity as a member of the Americnn Palestine Committee. 

This work should be carried on t11rough representatives affiliated nith all types 

of local organizations. 

(b) f~[I.In. This committee should arrange to havo the vital question 

of Palestine presented to as many local organizations and groups as possible. 

Thay should also enlist local speakers who are willing to prepare themselves to 

give effective addresses on behalf of tho cause of re-establishing a Jcuish 

Commonv10rtl.th in Palestine. This comrnittcu should bo in constant touch with the 

Club Program service of tho American Palestine Committee \Jhich would provide 

necessary background material as well as national spcnkors on important occasions. 

(c) Pt1blici~tions" This committee would endeavor to have editorials and 

newspe.per stories appear in local papers, aB well as to have articles inserted in 

magazines and journals serving the partic'1lar area for which the particu.lu.r 

division of the American Pales; inc Coznrn•;.ttoc is a natural center. This committee 

would also cooperate in the distribution of the literature of tho American 

Palestine Committee. 

( Sinco tho re may be a certain ov r-•lapping in the nc ti vi ties of tho so 

commi ttoos and since close cooperation would be of the utmost importanc , tho 

threo chairmen should m~ot with the local chairman or one of tho dcdignatud vice­

chairmen froq~cntly to discuss th0ir plans and activities). 

Such a locnl organ::.zation should include in its rncmbu1~ship 311 of tho 

local mon:ibc.lrs of both the A-norican Palu stino Commi ttco and the Christian Council 

on Palestine. The area ~cvcrod by the Division may be determined by ouch 

divisional orgnnizat:i.on,. upon 0o~llsul tatlon with Nntional Hvndquarters. 

The Division orgari~nt~ons should be represented in all nutional and 

region.al conforenoos that m£.Y be c.rrang~d. 

81544 
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THE AMERICAN p ALE TINE OMM ITTEE i the 
vehicle for the expre ion of the sympathy 
and good will of Chri tian America for the 

movement to reestablish the Jewi h ational 
Home in Pale tine. It membership, which now 
numbers 4,000, repre enting every tate of the 
Union, consist of public spirited men and women 
from all walk of life. Included among these are 
60 Senator , 200 Congressmen, 26 Governor , a 
well as many out tanding leader in the field. of 
education, journali m, radio, indu try, commerce 
and labor. 

There ar no dues or finan ial oblig-aLions of 
any kind. The Committee pre ent an opportunity 
for service in the cau e of justice, humanity and 
world-rebuilding. 

THE CORNERSTONES OF OUR PROGRAM 

The merican Palestine Committee believe in 
making Pale tine the Jewi h ational Hom for 
the following rea on : 

1. The .Jewi h people hav every moral right to 
r turn to the land with which they have been 
identified e er in e Biblical times. Th Jew 
were exiled from Pale tine by force. They 
never relinqui bed their an ient titl to Lh 
land. 

2. Thi moral right has, in our own time<;, b en 
tran lated by th ivil iz d nation of th 
world into 1 gal commitm nl. for th slab­
Ii hment of a .J wish Pale. tine. 

(a) The Bal four Declaration, i u d b , 
Great Britain in 1917 favored "th e tnb­
lishm nt in Pale tine of a ational 
Home for the Jewish people." 

(b) Th Mandat for Pal stine, approv db 
52 rn ·mb rs of th L agu of aLiom, 



charged Great Britain with responsi­
bility to facilitate the establishment of 
a National Homeland for the Jews in 
Palestine. 

(c) In 1922, this policy was unanimously ap­
proved by the Government of the United 
States in terms of a joint resolution of 
Congress, signed by the President of the 
United States. 

(d) America and Great Britain entered into 
a convention in 1924 under the provi­
sions of which no changes could be made 
in the Palestine Mandate without Amer­
ican consent. America was never asked 
nor did it give its consent to any changes 
in the Mandate. 

3. The tremendous strides in the development 
of Palestine, associated with Jewish coloniza­
tion there in the past 25 years, the settlement 
in the face of most unfavorable conditions of 
over half a million people in a derelict coun­
try, and it conversion into a flourishing agri­
cultural and industrial center, have evoked 
the admiration of free and liberty-loving 
people everywhere. The achievements of 
these settlers bear eloquent te timony to the 
unbreakable bond between a people and its 
home. A people for whom no sacrifice has 
been too great in the furtherance of its task 
is pleading for the opportunity to sacrifice 
and build further. 

Moreover, the Jewish development in Pal­
estine has brought benefits to the Arabs as 
well, raising their standards of health, edu­
cation and living in Palestine. The Arab 
population in Palestine in the past 25 years 
ha practically doubled, whereas the Arab 
population of the purely Arab countries in 
the Middle East has remained tationary. To 
quote the statement of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, 
in the House of Commons in 1938: 

"The Arabs cannot say that the Jews are 
driving them out of their country. If not a 
single Jew had come to Palestine ofter 1918, • 
I believe that the Arab jJofntlotion of Pal­
estine today would still hove bnn around 



tl,e 600,000 figure, instead of over 1,000,000 
as al jJresent, at wliich it had been stable 
under I he Turl<i It rule. It i b •cause the 
Jews wlio have c01ne to Palestine bring 
modern liealtl, .wruice and otlier advan­
tages, that Arab men and women wlio 
would have been dead are alive today tltat 
Arab children ioho would never ha 1e 
drawn breath have been born and groit 

strong.'' 

4. Througholll the war the Jew of Pal ·tin 
have made a ·plendid contribution in farm, 
in factor and on th battlefield to th cau ·e 
of the United 1 ation •. t the am time ther 
ha been laid in Pale tine the founclati n f r 
a liberal and demo ratic commonwealth, 
which ha a ignificance far be 1oncl th bor­
der of that country. The J ewi h ational 
Home ha ind cl b n a world-san ·tion d 
exp riment in demo racy. It ontinu cl up­
building mu t b a vital part of a ju t world 
order wh n th pre · nt confli t i o,·cr. 

OUR OBJECTIVES 

\Ve urge th impl 111 ntation of the l ar int Ill 

and purpo e of th afor m ntion d do um nt 
whi h were de igned to provide a hom land, in 
the full ensc of the w rd, for the .Jewi h I ·opl ' . 
. p cifi ally, we all for the opening of th ' gat 
of Pal stine to unrc ' tri ted .J wi h immigTation , 
for the right of th .J wish p ople t pur has and 
olonize land ther , and, when th Jew , have at­

tain d a numeri al majority in Pale tin , f r the 
•c; tabli 'hment of a .J wi h ommonwealth. 

Th right of all minoritie will b guaram • ·cl 
and r p ct cl in this ommonwealth. Th • mi­
norities shall b , ntitlcd a of right to maintain 
their ultural and r ligiou tradition in Pal tin , 
in the ame wa that people of all r ligion. and 
national ba kground. are given ompl ·t qualit , 
b fore th law in m rica. 

,vhat we mean b) the t ·rm "Jewi ·h 111111 n-
w 0 alth" i that in Pale tin , the .Jewi hp opl , b ' 

• contrast with th ' untri of thei r di p r ion, 
will ·a!-! to Jive a minority life. itiz n of the 
J wi h homeland th will be fre to appl _ their 



talent to the advancement of civilization. We want 
to help in making possible conditions in that land 
which will permanently guarantee the open door 
for other Jews who may choose or need to go there 
in the future. 

AN OBSTACLE BARS THE WAY 

The British White Paper of 1939 virtually pro­
hibit further Jewish immigration into Palestine 
and forbids additional purchases of land there by 
Jews. 

The White Paper was i sued by the Chamber­
lain government as a gesture of appeasement to 
certain Arab leaders who, influenced and sup­
ported by Hitler and Mu solini, sought to whip 
up their people again t the British and the Jews. 
Part of a di credited policy in a wider field of 
international affair , it survive today as a last 
orry reminder of the Munich era. 

The Pale tine White Paper constitutes a denial 
of Jewish rights and a violation of international 
law. It illegality ha · been affirmed by the Perma­
nent Mandates Commission of th e League of Na­
tion , who e function it i. to supervi e all Man­
dates under the League. 

\Vin ton Churchill, speaking in Parliament in 
1939, termed thi document "plainly a breach and 
repudiation of the Bal/ our Declaration ... " 

Pre ident Roo evelt, in March 1944, declared 
that "th e American government has never given 
its a pjJroval to the TVhite Paper of 1939." 

HOW THE AMERICAN PALESTINE 
COMMITTEE WORKS 

1. Through a national organization, with head­
quarters at 41 East 42nd treet, ew York City, 
and through divi ional organization in cities 
and tates which carr on locall a well-defined 
program of edu ational a tiviti . (For an ut­
line of a local organization pleas write the 
national offi e.) 

2. By giving tangible, tim l • an l eff ti\' uppon 
to all measures that call for the fulfillment of 

• 
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solemnly-accepted commitment for the e tab­
lishment of a Jewi h Homeland in Pale tine. 

3. By helping to inform the public on matters 
affecting the progre of th J ewi h ational 
Home in Palestine. Thi will be achieved by 
di tributing literature, cheduling p aker and 
making available motion picture and other 
program materials. 

WHAT MAKES OUR TASK ESP EC I ALLY 
URGENT NOW 

It i too late to do anything for approximately 
4 million Jews already ma a red b the azi . 
But for tho e who remain, the ivilized world owe 
the duty and the obligation to provide the oppor­
tunity for a new life in a home of their <?wn. 

Pale tine is the only countr in thew rld that i 
both ready and capable of ab orbing a large-scale 
influx of these refugees who are threatened with 
annihilation. o other countr i prepar d to do 
that. 

The American people, who ha\'e alwa been 
sympathetic to per ccuted minoritic and who 
realize the ju ti e in the cau. e of a Jewi h Pale -
tine, mu t today, more than ever befor , r double 
its efforts to break down the barrier et up by the 
\Vhite Paper o that the uprooted, haras ed and 
tortured Jew of Europe ma be enabl d to ent r 
Pale tine . 



OFFICERS 

HON. ROBERT F. \\',\ , ER, hair111a11 
C. '. • nalor from i cw Yori... 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

DR. 0 .\NIEL L. ;\f R II, hairman 
Pre ident, Bo. to11 11iver it) 

PROF. WILLI..\\[ F . • \LBRI Il r 
Joh11 Hopkin 11iver ity 

DR. llE:\RY .\ . . \TKIN ON 
lwinnan, Chri tia11 Cou11cil 011 Pale tine 

J. M. BLALOCK 
President, olumbia, . . " late" 

\CR . W.\L T R F RC O:'\ 
olumni t, crijJJJ -Howard new paper 

PR F. .\RL J. FRIEORI Il 
Harvard 11iver ity 

WILLIA;\[ GREEN 
P,e. ide11t, Ameri an Federation of Labor 

ERi .\.JOH ,' T N 
Pre ident , hamber of Commerce 

HO • . \\'ILLI.\M 11. Kl~G 
Wa lti11gto11, D. . 

HO'.\.'. JOH~ W. \f C R\lA K 
Majo, ity l .eader, . . Ilouse of Representative 

PHILIP \I RR 
Preside11t, ongre of lrzdu trial Organizations 

HO r . LA DE PEPPER 
U. . enator from Florida 

HO,'. FR \XK .\. Pl RD 
. Di t,irt owl, licl1iga11 

DR. D.-\ , ' IEL :-\. P LI. 
Editor, "Tlte hri tian H erald" 

DAPH 1 E ROBERT 
Pre ide11t, atio11al A ociation of Women Lawyer 

M . I ,'ORJ II , A. RY.-\ 
alional ,atholic Welfare 011fere11ce 

HO , . ELBERT D. 'I II MA 
. . e11ator from tah 

HO . . \RTII 'R JI. V.\ , 'DE, BERG 
nator from tichiga11 

DR. .\RL HER\L\'\ . \'0, 
Executive enetarv, Cini lian otrncil 011 Pale. tine 

DR. MARYE. WOOLLEY 
Pff.1idc11t Emrritus, Mt. Holvok College 

DR. H WARD \f. Lt OlJRD, Dir ctor 
Dean , racluat . hool , Bo ton ' niv r,it 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, N. Y . 
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AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE 

Prof. William M. Albright 
Dr. Henry A. Atkinson 

41 EAS''f 42nd STREET 

• 
OPPICEllS 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Philip Murray 
Hon. Claude Peppel' 
Hon. Frank A. Picard J. M. Blalock 

Mn. Walter Ferguson 
Prof. Carl J. Friedrich 
William Green 
Eric A. Johnston 

Hon. Robert F. Wagner 
Cb_.,,,_, 

*Hon. Charles L McNary 
C o-Cblli""""" 

Dr. Daniel L Marsh 
Cb,.;,,,,,.., Ex,c111iv, Com,,,;11-, 

Dean Howard M. LeSourd 
Director 

Dr. Daniel A. Polios 
Miss Daphne Robert 
Monsignor John A. Ryan 
Hon. Elbert D. Thomas 

Hoo. William H. Jung 
Hon. Joha W. McCormack 

Hon. Arthur H. Vandenberg 
Dr. Carl Hermann Voss 

The American Palestine Committee, inaugurated April 30, 1941, is the vehicle for the expression of the sympathy 
and good-will of Christian America for the movement to reestablish the Jewish National Home in Palestine. On Septem­
ber 21, 1922, this movement received the official sanction of the government when the President of the United States affixed 
his signature to a joint resolution adopted unanimously by the Senate and House of Representatives and reading as follows: 

ttRESOLVED by the Senate and Ho#se of Representatwes of the United States of America in 
Cong,ess assembled, 

THAT the United States of Atnef'ica fllflors the establishment in Ptlleslins of II National Home 
Jo, the Jewish people, it being clearly #ndMstood that nothing sha/,l be Jone which may p,eju­
t:lice the cwil and ,eligious rights of Christia• and till othe, non-Jswish ,om1n#nities in Pa/,es­
tine, and that the holy places and ,eligio#s buildings and sites in Pa/,eslins shtlll be Adequately 
p,otectet:l." 

The policy approved in this resolution has also received the public endorsement of all the Presidents of the United 
States since 1917: Woodrow Wilson, Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
and represents the traditional policy of our government. 

Today, by reason of the inhuman persecutions of which millions of Jewish people are victims, the fulfillment of 
this policy is an urgent and tragic necessity. In the past twenty years, moreover, Palestine has demonstrated its capacity 
to absorb large numbers of Jewish immigrants. In 1920 the Jews in Palestine numbered 83,000; today there are more 
than 550,000. During this same period the Arab population in Palestine increased from 600,000 to 1,100,000. Since 1933 
Palestine has given refuge to 300,000 victims of persecution, a number exceeding those who have found havens of safety 
in all the rest of the world. The record of Jewish heroism and achievement in the Holy Land has been among the most 
inspiring works of free and liberty-loving people in the Old World in the last two decades. That Palestine could accommo­
date millions of additional inhabitants is attested by competent expert evidence. 

The American Palestine Committee participates in this great effort through educating public opinion on its imme­
diate importance and significance and supports through its collective and individual influence all proper measures that 
may be taken for its furtherance. 

My signature hereto testifies to my approval of the objectives of the American Palestine Committee and my acceptance 
of membership. 

• Deceased. 

NAME STREET 

--------

SPEED IS IMPORTANT! DON'T DELAY! 
As soon u apa,cea on this form are filled out, return it immediately to the 
American Palestine Committee, 41 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 

Do not hesitate to send in partially filled out forms, for additional blankt are available on request 

CITY 
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Partial list of many nationally known members of the American Palestine Committle 

United States Senators 

John H. Bankhead 
Alben W. Barkley 
Theodore G. Bilbo 
Homer T. Bone 
Owen Brewster 
Styles Bridges 
C. Douglas Buck 
Harold H. Burton 
Hugh A. Butler 
Harry Flood Byrd 
Arthur Capper 
Albert B. Chandler 
Dennis Chavez 
D. Worth Clark 
Tom Connally 
James J. Davis 
Sheridan Downey 
Allen J. Ellender 
Homer Ferguson 
Walter F. George 
Guy M. Gillette 
Carter Glass 
Theodore Francis Green 
Joseph F. Guffey 
Chan Gurney 
Carl A. Hatch 
Albert W. Hawkes 
Cad Hayden 
Lister Hill 
Rufus C. Holman 
Samuel D. Jackson 
Edwin C. Johnson 
Harley M. Kilgore 
William Langer 
Scott W. Lucas 
Francis Maloney 
Patrick A. McCarran 
Kenneth McKellar 
James M. Mead 
Abe Murdock 
James E. Murray 
Joseph C. O'Mahoney 
John H. Overton 
Claude Pepper 
George L. Radcliffe 
Robert R. Reynolds 
Richard B. Russell 
Tom Stewart 
Robert A. Taft 
Elbert D. Thomas 
John Thomas 
Charles W. Tobey 
Harry S. Truman 
James M. Tunnell 
Millard E. Tydings 
Arthur H. Vandenberg 
Robert F. W-agner 
David I. Walsh 
Alexander Wiley 
Raymond E. Willis 

Representatives 
Hon. John W. McCormack 

M,,jority Leader 
Hon. Joseph W. Martin, Jr. 

Minority Leader 
and almost 200 additional 
members of Congress 

Governon 
Hon. Homer M. Adkins, Ark. 
Hon. Thomas L. Bailey, Miss. 
Hon. Raymond E. Baldwin, Conn. 
Hon. Robert 0. Blood, N. H. 
Hon. John W. Bricker, Ohio 
Hon. J. M. Broughton, N. C. 
Hon. Prentice Cooper, Tenn. 
Hon. Thomas E. Dewey, N. Y. 
Hon. Dwight H. Green, Ill. 
Hon. Bourke B. Hickenlooper, Iowa 
Hon. Spessard L. Holland, Fla. 
Hon. Lester C. Hunt, Wyo. 
Hon. Olin D. Johnston, S. C. 
Hon. Sam Huston Jones, La. 
Hon. Harry F. Kelly, Mich. 
Hon. Edward Martin, Pa. 
Hon. Herbert M. Maw, Utah 
Hon. J. Howard McGrath, R. I. 
Hon. John Moses, N. D. 
Hon. Matthew M. Neely, W. Va. 
Hon. Herbert R. O'Conor, Md. 
Hon. Sidney P. Osborn, Ariz. 
Hon. Leverett S.ltlODstall, Mus. 
Hon. Henry P. Schricker, Ind. 
Hon. Sumner Sewall, Me. 
Hon. William H. Willis, Vt. 

Jurists 
William Hawley Atwell, 

U. S. District Court, Texas 
Sam G. Button, 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
N.M. 

Armstead Brown, Chief Justice, 
Supreme Court, Fla. 

Allyn Larrabee Brown, 
Supreme Court, Conn. 

Jesse W. Carter, 
Supreme Court, Calif. 

Roy H. Chapman, 
Supreme Court, Fla. 

Charles E. Clark, 
U.S. Circuit Court, Conn. 

Leslie R. Darr, 
U. S. District Court, Tenn. 

Vince A. Day, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Charles S. Desmond, 

Court of Appeals, N. Y. 
Armistead M. Dobie, 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, Va. 
Francis J. Good, 

Supreme Court, Mass. 
Frank Burris Goudy, 

Supreme Court, Colo. 
D. Lawrence Groner, Chief Justice, 

U. S. Court of Appeals 
William L. Hart, 

Supreme Court, Ohio 
Arthur D. Hay, 

Circuit Court, Ore. 
Francis G. Hooley, 

N. Y. Supreme Court 
Joseph C. Hutcheson, 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, Tex. 
Robert H. Jackson, 

U. S. Supreme Court 
Bolitha J. Laws, , 

U.S. District Court 
Walter C. Lindley, 

U. S. District Court, 111. 
Stanley Matthews, 

Court of Appeals, Ohio 
George W. Maxey, 

Chief Justice, Supreme Court, Pa. 
E. Howard McCaleb, 

Court of Appeals, La. 
Marshall F. McComb, 

District Court of Appeals, 
Los Angeles 

Herman E. Moore, 
U. S. District Court, Virgin Islands 

Alfred P. Murrah, 
U. S. Circuit Court, Okla. 

J. F. T. O'Connor, 
U. S. District Court, Calif. 

John J. Parker, 
U.S. Circuit Court, N. C. 

Ferdinand Pecora, 
N. Y. Supreme Court 

Orie L. Phillips, 
U. S. Circuit Court, Colo. 

Chas. S. Reid, 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court, Ga. 

Henry D. Ross, 
Supreme Court, Ariz. 

J. Foster Symes, 
U. S. District Court, Colo. 

Martin I. Welsh, 
U. S. District Court, Calif. 

Thos. P. White, 
District Court of Appeals, Calif. 

A. Lee Wyman, 
U. S. District Court, S. D. 

College and University Presidents 

Dr. Frank P. Graham, 
University of North Carolina 

Dr. Clifton D. Gray, 
Bates College 

Dr. Roswell G. Ham, 
Mount Holyoke College 

Dr. Franklin Stewart Harris, 
Brigham Young University 

Dr. Rufus C. Harris, 
Tulane University 

Dr. Ralph D. Hetzel, 
University of Pennsylvania 

Dr. E. 0. Holland, 
The State College of Washington 

Dr. Hamilton Holt, 
Rollins College 

Dr. Paul Klapper, 
Queens College 

Dr. Winfred G. Leutner, 
Western Reserve University 

Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, 
Boston University 

Dr. Cloyd H. Marvin, 
George Washington University 

Dr. Ernest 0. Melby, 
Montana State University 

Dr. John S. Millis, 
University of Vermont 

Very Rev. James H. Moynihen, 
St. Thomas College 

Dr. John L. Newcomb, 
University of Virginia 

Dr. E. E. Oberholtzer, 
Universitv of Houston 

Dr. Charles ·N. Pace, 
Hamline University 

Dr. Marion Edwards Park, 
Bryn Mawr College 

Julian Street 
Clarence Sti;cit 
R. T. Van Ettisch 
Pierre van Paassen 
William Van \Vyck 
Franz Wedel 
Margaret Widdemer 

Publishers 
Barry Bingham, Louisville, Ky. 
Manchester Boddy, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Norman Chandler, Los Angeles, Calif. 
J. E. Chappell, Birmingham, Ala. 
Gardner Cowles, Des Moines, Iowa 
Josephus Daniels, Raleigh, N. C. 
Frank E. Gannett, Rochester, N. Y. 
Harry B. Haines, Paterson, N. J. 
Palmer Hoyt, Portland, Ore. 
John S. Knight, Akron, Ohio 
Herbert Moore, New York, N. Y. 
H. C. Ogden, Wheeling, W. Va. 
Mrs. C. G. Wyckoff, New York, N. Y. 

Commentators 
Boake Carter, New York, N. Y. 
George H. Combs, New York, N. Y. 
Stanley Dixon, Des Moines, Iowa 
Quincy Howe, New York, N. Y. 
John B. Hughes, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Paul M. Jones, Tampa, Fla. 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., Washington, D. C. 
Sidney A. Moseley, New York, N. Y. 
Bryce Oliver, West Haverstraw, N. Y. 
Lisa Sergio 
Raymond Gram Swing, Wash., D. C. 
Lowell Thomas, New York, N. Y. 
Wythe Williams, New York, N. Y. 

Dr. F. D. Patterson, Other Leaders in American Life 
Tuskegee Institute James F. Byrnes, 

Dr. John L. Plyler, Director,Office of War Mobilization 
Furman University Hon. Fletcher Bowron, 

Dr. C. I. Pontius, Mayor, Los Angeles, Calif. 
The University of Tulsa Dr. John Stewart Bryan, 

Dr. D. S. Robinson, Winter Park, Fla. 
Butler University Hon. Wilbur S. Cross, 

Dr. George N. Shuster, Ex-Governor, Connecticut 
Hunter College Hon. Thomas L. Cummings, 

Dr. Robert G. Sproul, Mayor, Nashville, Tenn. 
University of California Hoo. William T. Devin, 

John J. Tigert, Mayor, Seattle, Wash. 
University of Florida Melvin Douglas, 

William Pearson Tolley, Hollywood, Calif. 
Syracuse University Hoo. John B. Gage, 

Raymond Walters, Mayor, Kansas City, Mo. 
University of Cincinnati Henry I. Harriman, 

Dr. R. B. von Kleinsmid, Ex-Pres., Cham. of Com. of the U.S. 
University of Southern California Hon. Edward J. Jeffries, 

Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, Mayor, Detroit, Mich. 
Leland Stanford University Dr. Franklin W. Johnson, 

Dr. Clement C. Williams, Pres. Emeritus, Colby College 
Lehigh University Hon. Joseph J. Kelly, 

Dr. Charles F. Wishart, M B ff 1 N Y ayor, u a o, . . 
The College of Wooster Hon. F. H. LaGuardia, 

Dr. Louis C. Wright, M N y k N Y ayor, ew or , . . 
Baldwin-Wallace College Hon. Frank J. Lausche, 

Writers, Editors, etc. Mayor, Cleveland, Ohio 
Hon. Joshua Lee, 

Louis Adamic Civil Aeronautics Board 
Irving Bacheller Katharine F. Lenroot, 
Margaret Culkin Banning U. S. Children's Bureau 
Allan C. Bartlett Hoo. John MacVicar, 
Henry Bellamano Mayor, Des Moines, Iowa 
Morgan Blake Hon. John J. McDonough, 

Dr. Howard L. Bevis, Everett M. Boyd Mayor, St. Paul, Minn. 
Ohio State University Louis Bromfield Eddie Rickenbacker, 

Dr. M. L. Brittain, Van Wyck Brooks New York, N. Y. 
Georgia School of Technology William T. Evjue W. S.S. Rodgers, 

Dr. Charles E. Bunnell, Dorothy Canfield Fisher Pres., Texas Co., New York 
University of Alaska Carter Glass, Jr. Hoo. Angelo J. Rossi, 

Dr. H. C. Byrd, Harry Hansen Ex-Mayor, San Francisco, Calif. 
University of Maryland Hon. Dow W. Harter Leo S. Rowe, Director General, 

Dr. Harmon W. Caldwell, Burnet Hershey Pao American Union 
University of Georgia Dr. Stanley High Emil Schram, President, 

Dr. O. C. Carmichael, Clark Howell N. Y. Stock Exchange 
Vanderbilt University Langston Hughes Hon. Cornelius D. Scully, 

Dr. Harry Woodburn Chase, Samuel Guy Inman Mayor, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
New York University Ralph Jones Frank A. Seiberling, 

Dr. Frank Cody, Richard Lloyd Jones Pres., Seiberling Company, 
Wayne University Helen Keller Akron, Ohio 

Dr. Thurston Davies, James Kerney, Jr. Hon. Harry Slattery, 
Colorado College Freda Kirchwey Rural Electrification Administration 

Dr. Herbert Davis, Dr. W. C. Lowdermilk Hon. Alfred E. Smith, 
Smith College Percy Mackaye Ex-Governor, State of New York 

Very Rev. J. J. Dillon, Dr. Thomas Mann Hon. James Garfield Stewart, 
Providence Colle,e John C. Manning Mayor, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dr. Clarence A. Dybtra, Jacques Maritain Hon. Maurice J. Tobin, 
University of Wisconsin George Madden Martin Mayor, Boston, Mass. 

Dr. Dixon Ryan Pox, Elsa Maxwell Joseph P. Tumulty, 
Union College Ralph McGill Washington, D. C. 

Dr. S. C. Garrison, D.r. Reinhold Niebuhr Hon. Claude R. Wickard, 
George Peabody College Mrs. Cora Fremont Older Secretary of Agriculture 

D.r. Harry D. Gideonse, Channing Pollock Wendell L. Willkie 
Brooklyn College Harry T. Saylor Matthew Woll, 

Very Rev. W. F. Golatka Gideon Seymour American Federation of Labor 
St. Mary's Univenity William L. Stidger Dr. Mary E. Woolley 

More than 1,800 leaders in the Christian clergy and laity are members of the Christian Council on Palestine and 
are therefore not listed here. The Christian Council on Palestine is in basic accord with the principles of the American 
Palestine Committee and cooperates with the Committee to enlist the support of the non-Jewish community for the cause of 
the Jewish National Homeland in Palestine. 

The address of the Christian Council on Palestine is 70 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. Its officers are Dr. Henry 
A. Atkinson, chairman; Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, executive secretary; and Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, treasurer. 



---AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE\~~EW_ YORK 17, N. Y. 

To. 

From. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 17• 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

URGENT .AND IW'QllTANT 

The Time is Getting Shortl You are asked to act Immediately}! 

SeveraJ. weeks ago I sent you a memorandum asking that you canvass 
the Republican and Democratic candidates for the United States 
Senate and the House of Representatives. Full directions were 
included in that memorandum. 

Thus far we have not heard from you. 

THE ELECTION IS ONLY A FEW WEEKS AWAY. It is imperative that 
you act immediately to obtain the necessary endorsements for 
our program from the candidates in your district, 

Additional blanks are herewith enclosed to obtain candidates 1 

signatures. 

Please act quic~..ly and send in the signed statements. 

This is a highly important and confidential assignment which 
should be carried out speedily and effectively. 

HLS:Hl3R 
Encs. 



. ' -

1944 DEMOC;aATIC ANIJ, REPUBLIC.AN __!bATFORM~~~N Pp;ESTINE 

THE BEPUBLI CANS SAID: 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women and 
children driven from their homes by tyranny, we eall for the opening of 
Palestine to their unrestricted immigation and land ownership, so that 
in accordance with the full intent and purpose of the Ealfour Declaration 
of 1917 and the resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine 
may be reconstituted as a free and deDX:>cratic commonwealth. 

THE DE!IDCRATS SAID: 

From the Platform of the 
REPUBLIC.Al.1 NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago 1 

June 27, 1944. 

We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and 
colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment th~ru 
of a free and democratic Jewish commonweal th. 

]l-om the Platform of tho 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CCNVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
July 24, 1944. 

I FAVOR THE OPENING OF P.ALESI1 !NE TO UNRESTRICTED 
JEWISH IMi/iIGRATION .:illD COLONIZATION AND ITS ESTABLISHlviENT 
AS Ji FREE .bND DEMOCRATIC JE~t'I&'H OOMY.cnn.E.ALTH i:J:JD r-ILL DO 
EVERYTHING lN MY po: .. 'ER TO FACILITATE THE FINAL EXECUTION 
OF THE IN'rENT AND PUR?O $ OF THE ~vORLD \vA.R ONE PLEDGE OF 
THE .it.LLIED NATIONS TO TEE JE\~ISH ?EO?IB. 

Signature ____________________ _ 

CANDIDATE J!~R THE UNITED S'I'J1.~ S SENATE 

District of State --------· ----------



" . -

1944 DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PLATFORMS AGREE ON PALESTINE 

THE REPUBLICANS SAID: 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women and 
children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening of 
Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so that 
in accordance with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declarat~~n 
of 1917 and the resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine 
may be reconstituted as a free and democratic commonwealth. 

THE DEMOCRATS SAID: 

From the Platform of the 
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
June 27, 1944. 

We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and 
colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment there 
of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. 

From the Platform of the 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
July 24, 1944. 

I FAVOR THE OPENING OF PALESTINE TO UNRESTRICTED 
JEWISH ~MMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION AND ITS ESTABLISHMENT 
AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEWISH COMMONWEALTH AND WILL DO 
EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO FACILITATE THE FINAL EXECUTION 
OF THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE WORLD WAR ONE PLEDGE OF 
THE ALLIED NATIONS TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 

Signature. ____________________ _ 

CANDIDATE FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

District of _______ State. ___________ _ 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 

342 '94ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

• 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emerg0'llcy CoIIllllittees Date October 19, 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The historic effents of the past week, which augur well for favorable defini­
tive action on the Palestine question, constitute some of the most signifieant 
gains we haTe ruade since the American Zionist Emergency Council, under the 
leadership of Dr. Stephens. Wise and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, began its 
program of inten3ive political work on the American scene. 

On October 14, 1944, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Exccutii .. c Comnitteo Chairman of 
the American Zionist Emarguncy Council, was authorized by Senator Rob~rt A. 
Taft to make public the following l~tter which Senator Taft had rccci~ed from 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson: 

11 My dear Sena tor: 

War Department 
Washington, D. C. October 10, 1944 

11 I refer to your letter of September 12, 1944, regarding s.R. 
247, introduced by s~nator Wagner and yourself on the subject of 
op~ning the doors of Palestine to the fre~ entry of Jows into that 
country. 

11 At the tixw your resolution was being considered by the 
Foreign Relations Committee tho endorsement of such a proposal 
by thu Congress had grave implications which would S6riously have 
interfered with the progress of the war. In response to your 
inquiry I have reviewed the considerations which applied at that 
time. I find that ther~ is still strong feeling on the part of 
many officers in my departroont that the passage of such a resolu­
tion would interfere with our military effort. However, I do fe<l 
that the military considerations which led to my provious act~on 
in opposing the passage of this resolution are not as strong a 
factor now as they were then. 

"In iey jud.8ment, political considerations now outweigh the 
military, and the isG\le should be doterminod upon the political 
rather than tho military basis. 11 

(Signed) Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of War 

On October 12, 1944, Governor Thoma.a E. Dewey made the following statement: 

11 I heartily indorse the Palestine plank in the Republican 
pa.X'ty platform. Again I repeat what I previously stated to the 



great leader of the .American Zionist movement and distinguished American, 
Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer, that I am for the reconstitution of Palestine 
as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in accordance with the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the resolution of the Republican Congress 
in 1922. I have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to give refuge 
to millions of distressed Jews d.riv0n from their homes by tyranny I 
favor the opening of Palestine to their .unlimi t0d immigration and land 
ownership. 

11 The American people have time and again declared themselves in 
favor of these principles. The Republican party has at all times been 
the traditional. friend of the mo~ernent. 

11 As PrE;sident I would use my best offices to ha~e our government 
working together with Great Britain to achieve this great objective for 
a people that have suffered so much and deserve so mu.ch at the hands of 
mankind." 

( Signed) Thomas E. Dewey 

And on October 15, 1944, the following declaration by President Franklin Delono 
Roosevelt was transmitted to the Convention of the Zionist Organization of America, 
through Senator Robert F. Wagner: 

"Knowing that you are to attend the Forty-Seventh .Annual ConTention 
of the Zionist Organization of America, I ask you to convey to the dele­
gates assornbled my cordial greetings. 

"Please express my satisfactj_on .that, in accord with the trndition[u 
American policy and in kebping with the spirit of thu Four Freedoms, the 
Democratic Party at its July Convention this year included the following 
plank in its platform: 

1We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted 
J~wi sh immigration and colonization, and such a 
policy as to reffi1lt in the establishment there of 
a free and democratic Jewish comrnonvwal th, 1 

11 Efforts will b~ made to find appropriate ways and means of effoctu­
ating this policy as soon as practicable. I know ho,v long and ardently 
the Jewish people have worked and prayed for thu establishment of Pales­
tine as a free and democratic Jewish commonweal th. I am convinced thnt 
the American peoplo give their support to this uim and if re-elected I 
shall holp to bring about its realization." 

(Signed) Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Thus, within a matter of days, we obtained pronouncements which all of us had been 
working to secure for many months. The declaration by the President repr0sents the 
high-water mark of our activity to date. Speaking in the nam3 of the Council, 
Dr. Silver hailed this utterance as a 11 rnagnificent and historic statement, 11 We 
have also received definite assurances that action on the Palestine rusolutions 
will be resumed n~xt month, just as soon as Congress re-convenes -- and there is 
evory reason to expect that the resolutions will be passed overwhelmingly. 



While I do not doubt that you are already making plans to do so, I would suggest 
that the heartening developments noted above should serve to determine the character 
of the Balfow- Day meetings which some of you are planning for November 2nd. 

The keyno_te of your rally should be; Let us have action now leading to the impl~ 
mentation of these _magtlificent pledges. Our expressions of elation that the Chief 
Executive of the United States as well as the Republican candidate have spoken in 
such unmistakable terms should be joined by our urging that these utterances shnll 
be effectuated speedily. 

It is very important, too, that letters of commendation go forward immediately to 
the authors of these statements. I feel confident that this will be carried out 
in the same effectiye manner that has characterized your previous efforts along 
these lines. 

It should be noted that these great strides forward towards the realization of our 
final objective have been achieved as the result of a carefully planned and 
vigorously prosecuted program of political activity and public relations which 
the Council launched only a short time ago. A large measure of credit for these 
accomplishments mst go to you for the trill.y outstanding work you have done in the 
local communities. In the past, you have carried out DJ.l instructionn and all 
assignments with great skill nnd devotion. I hti.ve no doubt that you will contime 
to serve our cause with undiminished vigor during the coming months, nnd thut we 
shall soon see the complete fulfillment of OUT aims. 

HLS: Mm' 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 20,. 1944 

F . Harry L,. Shapiro 
rom 

We have just published a book entitled n AMERICA. AND PALESTINE"• whic-h includes: 
(1) an imposing collection of favorable statements to Jewish aspiration.& in 
Palestine of more than 77'/o of the present meni>ers of the House of Representa­
tives and the Senate, (2) a brief history of the t;o.ditiona.l Juoorican policy 
with reference to Palestine, (3) ~ collection of documents dealing with Jewish 
claims to Palestiner (4) a colleetio~ of ~tateroonts of important members of 
the .American Government, governors, ~ors and oth&rs. 

This volume is not to be considered literature. It was prepared for the express 
purpose of indicating to men in high governmental posts the opinion of gover~­
ioont officMals and others relative to official .America's position on Palestine. 

1l'bere will be no general distribution or sale of the volume, but under separate 
cover we are sending you one or more copios. One volume is to be tho propertz 
of your local Exoorgeney Committee. lf we send you additional copies, cards 
will be enclosed to indicate for whom these books are intended. In all likelf.-
hood there will be a volume for your Cong;essman or senator, , 

l3eoauso II AMERIC.l AND PALESTINE" is primaril,y an instrument to stinula.te pub-
lici ty for our cause, it should be used in that manner. In order to gain the 
maximum result for crenting o. beneficial public opinion, please do the follo•ing: 

Formal Pre sen ta tion of 11 ,A.MERICA ANP PJ.LESTINJu to Congressmen and Sep.n\or:s 

Your committee should arrange a. dinner, luncheon,. or rooeting o.t whieh 1ou. and 
other prominent Jewish leaders will present the book in a forma1 wq to the 
official who is to receive it. Other guests whom you might in~1te to the 
IW eting are your governor, the mayor of your cit~• prominent political l oe..ders~ 
church leaders, prominunt representatives of managem&nt and labor• all lo~al 
members of the .American Palestine Comnittee and the Christian Council for 
Palestine. It is imperative that the ~oting be helct before Elect.ion Day, 

Pµ.blicity 

Please make the necessary arrangements to have the presentatio~ coTered by your 
local newspapers, Prepare an advance release containing the essence of tbe 
remarks to be made by the recipiont o,f the book (your guest of bonorl and the 
chairmnn of the meeting. Have pres& photograpbeirs present to take pictures of 
the preQeDtation. A delegation from your committee should visit the editors 
of your newspapers to impress on them the unusual importoa,e this docwnented book 
ha.a for our cause. Try to induce them to write editorial columns on the subjeat 
and urge them to stresu thct it is the duty ·of the .American Government to use 
its influence in order to bring about a decision now for the reestablishment 
of a free, democratic Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. Indieate to yO\lJ' edi­
tors that this is a most newsworthy subject in view of the strong statements 
ma.de by PrGsident Roosevelt and Governor Dewey within the last few days. 

I should like to heor from you as soon as possible as to the arrangements you 
are making to publicize "AMERICA A.?-fl) PALESTINE", and I am eager to lenrn the 
result of your efforts after the meeting has been beld. 



• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

• I 

; MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The project which is the subject of this memorandum will spearhead our most 
intensive campaign to dnte. It is extremely important for our future political 
activity that we cnnvass all candidates for the United St~tas Senate end 
Housa of Repreaentativos who arc up for election this Novombor, and obtain 
fro~ thom endorsements of our progrnm. 

Ine.smuch as both the Democratic ~nd Republican Parties havo included in their 
respective platforms planks which clearly fr.i.vor tho opening of Palestine to 
unrestricted Jewish imnigra.tion md colonizc.tion, so that o. free and domo­
cra.tic Jewish Comnonwenlth trn.y bo ostablishod there, it should not bo difficult 
to obtain affimations of this progrru:1 from tho candidates for Congress. 

I fool quite confident th~t you will lmow how to approach the co.ndidatos in 
your district. Thero is, however, one specinl instruction which we urge you 
to follow carefully. You should not contact tho co.ndidatos ns representatives -of any of our orgrnizations, but should appronch then as individual voters 
vnd as constituents. In other words, candidntos of the Domocratic Party 
should be spoken to by De~ocratic voters, and Republican candidates should 
be 1;1et by Republicans. 

In your Congressional district, the candidates are 

-------------------------------------' 
-------------------------------------· 
The enclosed forms, which you should ask the candidates to s~gn. contain the 
Palestine planks of both parties. 

It is most desirable that you or your represontativo visit tho above candidates 
personally to secure their endorsenents, but if this is not feasible, we aro 
enclosing a suggostod lotter which night bo used, Plonso note that if you 
use this lotter, it should be written on the personal stctionory of local 
citizens, Naturally, you ncy alter tho lotter ae you sec fit, particularly 
if noro thnn one person coI!lr.lunicntes with tho crndidates in this wey. 

After you have obtained tho signatures of tl1c candidates to tho attached 
foms, plocso forward these immediately +.n our New York office. Please bear 
in mind that this activity should be completed and the signatures obtained 
not later than Septemper 20th, I 
I feel certain that you will cnrr? JUt this highly important and confidential 
assignmont in an efficient ruid c:foctivo manner. 

HLS:HH 
Enos. 



, 

(SUGGESTED LETTER TO EVERY CANDIDATE FOR THE 

HOUSE OF BEPUSENTATIVES AND THE UNITED ST.ATES SENATE) 

Dear Candidate: 

As you are aware, the Republican and Democratic National 
Conventions, each without a dissenting vote, adopted platforms 
favoring the establishment in Palestine of a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

This action pledges both major political parties to the 
execution of the intent and purpose of the !alfour Declaration, 
promulgated during World War One, with the approval of the United 
States, Great Britain, and forty-nine other allied and aasociated 
nations, for the purpose of finding a solution to the tragic 
problem of the Jewish people of Europa. Because the Jew has been 
the greatest victim of Hitler's savagery, the need for this solu­
tion 11 greater tod.q than ever. 

Tho unanimous action of the two major Political parties 
in adopting almost identical platform pledges is proof that the 
American people have come to regard this constructive solution 
of tho ba.eic Jewish p:roblem of the world tod.ey as one of the 
important objootivos of a just world poaoe which, all of us are 
agrcod, should follow this war. 

Because we are confident that you too are in accord with 
these party pledges of elemental Justice to tho Jewish people, we 
are requesting your signature to the attached statement. 

Ver:, sincerely yours, 



' • 

1944 DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PLATFORMS AGREE ON PALESTINE 

THE REPU LICANS SAID: 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women and 
children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening of 
Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so that 
in accordance with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917 and the resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine 
may be reconstituted as a free and democratic com.~onwealth. 

THE DEfOCRATS SAID: 

From the Platform of the 
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
June 27, 1944. 

We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricte Jewish immigration and 
colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment there 
of a free ~"1d demo era tic Jewish commonweal th. 

From the Platform of the 
D OCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
July 24, 1944. 

I FAVOR THE OPENING OF PALE3TI ill TO UNRESTRICTED 
JEWISH D IGRATION AND COLONIZATION Al D ITS ESTABLISHMEI T 
AS A FREE AND D OCRATIC JEWISH crn ION' rEALTH AND HLL DO 
EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO FACILITATE THE FINAL EXECUTION 

' OF THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE WORLD WAR OE PLEDGE OF 
THE ALLIED NATIONS TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE. • 

State ----------



-
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1944 DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PLATFORMS AGREE ON PALESTINE 

THE REPUBLICA!S SAID: 

In order to give refuge to millions of distres~ed Jewish men, women and 
children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening of 
Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land omership, so that 
in accordance with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917 and the resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine 
may be reconstituted as a free and democratic commonwealth. 

THE DEM0CflATS SATD: 

From the Platform of the 
REPUBLICAU NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
June 27, 1944. 

We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and 
colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment there 
of a free and democratic Jewish common1ealth. 

From the Platform of the 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
July 24, 1944. 

I FAVOR THE OPENING OF PALESTL. E TO UNRESTRICTED 
JEWISH I IGRATION AlID COLONIZATION AND IT~ ESTABLISHMENT 
AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEWISH CO .0 ~VEAL~H D WILL DO 
EVERYTHI GIN MY POWER TO FACILITATE THE FINAL EXECUTION 
OF THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE V OP.LD W .R OUE PLEDGE OF 
THE ALLIED i ATIONS TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 

Signature _____________________ _ 

CANDIDATE FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA'rIVES 

District o State ------- ------------
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AMERICAN ZIO~IST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, t'4EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To•· Chairmen of local Emergency Committees Date October 20, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The following telegram has been sent today to the Governor of your State: 

ON NOVELfBER SECOND JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL COMMEINJRATE 
THE TWENTYSEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE :S.ALJ'OUR 
DECLARATION, WHICH PLEDG&D TH£ BEEST.A.BLISHMENT OF THE JEWISH 
NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE. DURING THE PAST FEW M:>NTHS 
AMERICANS FROM ALL ~,ALKS OF LIFE, INCWDING AN OVER~1HELMING 
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF BOTH HOU~S OF CONGBEss·. HAVE 
F.E.Al!"TIRMED A~RICA t S TRADITIONAL POLICY OF FRIE.NDSHIP FOR 
JEf,ISH A.SPliATJONS IN PALESTINE. LAST mK PBESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
.AND GOVEliliUR ~~ v.EY DECLARED THEMSELVES IN FAVOR OF THE REEST~ 
LISHMENT OF P~7.JESTINE AS A JEWISH COMLDN~EALTli. IT WOULD BE 
Ji,l)ST FI'l'rIUG. T-;:-tW.J\E:EOBE, IF THE SENTIMENTS OF THE .A.MERIC.AN 
PEOPLE ON THiS ~IDJSTION WEhE TO BE GIVEN WIJ.lfil E){PBESSION ON 
NOVEMBER SCCOJ.T.0 3 AND fJE EEsPECTlULLY .4DDRESS OUR$ELVES fO YOU 
IN THE HOPE Tii.aT YOU wILL SEE FIT TO PROCLAIM TH.A.T DA.Y G,UOTE 
PALESTINE DJi.Y UNG,UOTE IN YOUR s1rATE, OR THAT YOU ivILL lS&JE A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT 011 THE BALFOtm DECLARATION'S ,ANNIVERSARY, 
&JCH ACTION UN YOUR P.A.R!r WaJLD GIVE ADDED HOPE TO EUROPE•s 
UPROOTED .A.ND atJNTED JiWS WHO LOOK TO PAIESTINE FOR SALVATION. 

IW1RY L • Si.AP IRO 
DiaECTOR, ~lCAN ZlONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Y.u'.JlI SON A VENUE• NYC 

lt is of the utmost importance that every effort be made by le6,d.ing Zionists of 
your comm.mi ty to effectuate favorable action by your Governo~ through letters, 
telegrams and personal contacts which should au.ggest and urge tho desirability 
of declaring Uovember 2nd, which is l3alfour Day, as Palostine Day in .your State. 

If tho Governor of your State is o. RePl,lblioan, mu.ch should be made of Governor 
Dewey•e wbolehoarted and all-inclusive Zionist Declaration of Octobor 12th, as 
well ap the Palostine Plank in tho Republican Platform. In DeDX)cratic states 
quote from Pr~~ident 1s Rooaevelt 1s stirring affirmation of a froe and democratic 
Jewis~ ComIIX)~w~alth and the splendid Palestine Plank in the Dezoocratic Platform. 

Naturally. should your Governor accede to our request, the •1deat possible publ1-­
city should be organized tn the press and radio along the lines wggested in e.ri 

earlier memo referring \o Balfour Day meetings, 

HLSaHH 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To, Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 20, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

We have just published a book entitled n AMERIO.A. AND PALESTINE", which includes: 
(1) an imposing collection of favorable statements to Jewish aspirations in 
Palestine of moro than 77% of the present members of the House of Representa­
tives and the Senate, (2) a brief history of the traditional .Ai:oorican policy 
with reference to Palestine, (3) n collection of documents dealing with Jewish 
claims to Palestine, (4) a collection of stateioonts of important members of 
the .A,n}rican Governioont, governors, mayors o.nd othors. 

This vol'Wlle is not to be considered literature. It was prepared for the express 
purpose of indicating to men in high governmental poJts the opinion of govern­
ment officials and othors relative to official jmerica1s position on Palestine. 

There will be no general distribution or sale of the volume, bu.t under separate 
cover we are sending you one or more copios. One volwoo is to be tho property 
of your local Eioorgoncy Committee. If we send you additional copies, cards 
will be enclosed to indicate for whom these books are intended. In all likeli­
hood there will be a volume for your Congressman or Senator, 

Because "A.MERICA AND P.ALESTINE11 is primarily an instrument to stinula.te pub­
licity for our cause• it should be used in that manner, In order to gain the 
maximum result for creating a beneficial public opinion, please do the following: 

Formal Presentation of "AMERICA AND PJ;LES;INE11 to Congressmen and Senp.tors 

Your committee should arrange n dinner, luncheon, or rweting nt which you and 
other prominent Jewish leaders will present the book in a formal wq to the 
official who is to receive it. Other gu.ests whom you might invito to the 
iweting are your governor, the mayor of your city, prominent political. leaders, 
church leaders, prominunt representatives of management and labor• all local 
members of the American Palestine OoD1Dittee and thtl Christian Council for 
Palestine. It is imperative that the ~oting be held befor0 Election Dny. 

Publicity 

Please make the necessary arrangements to have the presentation covered by your 
local newspapers. Prepare o.n advance release containing the essence of tba 
remarks to be made by the recipiont of the book (your guest of honor) and the 
chairmnn of the meeting. Have press photographers present to take pictures of 
the presentation. A delegation from your committee should visit the editors 
of your newspapers to irriprcsa on them the unusual irr;oortnnce this clocumentod book 
has for our cau.se, Ti:-y to induce them to write edj t.~,.:d ru. colWills on the subject 
and urge them to streso t:1c.t tt is the du.ty of the A.mer.icnn Government to uae 
its influence in orde~ to b~ing about a decision !!2.1!. for the reestablishment 
of a free, democratic Jew:i.a~ Commonwealth in Palestinu. Indieate to your edi­
tcrs that thi a is a mo st newsworthy subJec•t in view of the strong statoroonts 
ma.de by Pr~sident Roosovelt and Governor Dewey within the last few days. 

I should like to heor from you as soon as possible as to the arrangeroonts you 
are making to publicize II AMERICA A..rm PALEST INE11

1 and I am eager to len.rn the 
result of your efforts after the meeting has been held. 
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~ AME~CAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local llnergency Committees Date November 10, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Like Jews throughout the world, Americnn Zionists have been shocked. by tho 
assassination of Lord Moyno, l3ri tish Resident Minis tor in the Uidd.lc Et:i.nt. 
This outrace, porpctratcd by two Palestine Jewish torroriots, has :producr,d 
mortification in the Yishuv and e.mong Jews throughout the world. Our posi­
tion on the acts of terror which have been committed in Palestine by a small 
group of misguided extremists, is unmistakably clear: We denounce such 
activities and associate ourselves \·rith Palestine Jewry in its determination 
to root out this evil. 

l3ocause these outbreaks, coming at this particulo.,r time, cons ti tutc o. very 
serious a.anger to our c~usc, it is essential thnt you become acquainted with 
the real facts in the si tu~.tion, so that when asked about the Po.1.est-tne terror­
ists, you mcy be nble to supply ac~1rate infonnution. 

These young extremists number at most 1500. Lot no ono doludo you into believ­
ing that largo numbers of Pru.ostinc Jewish youth o.rc associc.tcd with the Irgun 
Zcvni Lcu.~i CJ1d the Stern group. Perh~s tho most concise cxpl~ation of 
thcso terrorist nets was offcrod at a y,ross conference here by Dr. l3ernard 
Josr:ph, Ronora.ry Lego.]. Adviser to tho Jewish Agency for Po.1.ostinc, who h""s 
just arrived by air from Jerusalem. Dr. Joseph said: "Unfortunately, the 
terrible sttffertng our people had undergone and the persistent failure to 
open the gate3 of Palestine to Jews fleeing from persecution, had unnerved 
a small group of our young men who ha,d resorted to counsels of despair. They 
hac. adopted terrorism as their method. The Jowioh public bodies in Palestine 
had repeatedly condemned these terrorist acts and had decided to do evorJthing 
in their power to eradicate this terrorist wave from their ~idst. Their task 
had not been mu.cte ea.sicr by the manner in which this difficult sit11atie,n hn.d. 
been ha.~dlod by tho authorities. But we wore dotennincd to persevere in our 
deci.sion to put a.n end to this misguided criminal folly which the Jewish con­
muni ty of Palestine abhorred and for which they should not be hold reo1onsible." 

Palestine Jewry 1s attitude on this terribly disturbing question was bost ox­
prosr.od by the Vaad Leumi, the Jowish National Council, which said in a resolu­
tion a~optcd on October 251 1The Jewish National Council records with anxiety 
that all efforts of persuasion and moral proaourc exorcised by the Zionist 
movement's institutions, tho Chief Rabbinical Council and other public bodies, 
and the Hcbrow press, have failed to halt the wild terror. The Council pro­
claims, with its full responsibility and prerogatives, that if 'tho terror, 
from whatever quarter, does not cea.se, tho Yiahuv will. immediately do everJ­
thing in its power to put an end to it.• 
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Following the assassination of Lord Moyne, the Jewish Agency and the Vaad Leumi 
issue~ a joint statement which declared: "Terrorism in Palestine is calculated 
to wreck the chances of our political. struggle and to destroy our internal 
peace. Jewish Palestine is called upon to cast out mombors of this destructive 
band, to deprive them of all refuge and shelter, to resist their threats, a..~d 
to render all necessary assistance to the authorities in tho prevention of 
terrorist acts and in the eradication of the terrorist organization. Our vorJ 
existence hero is at stake.• 

This viow was echoed by the American Zionist Emergency Council, which said: 

1The Zionist Movement in America has learned with horror of the 
foul assassination of the :British Resident Minister in the Middle 
East, Lord Moyne. While there is still no official confinnation 
of the identity of the criminals, reports that Jewish extremists 
m~ have been responsible for this crime raise in acute form the 
problem of effective action against a handful of deluded and half­
era-ral youths who in recent months have perpetrated a series of terror­
ist outrages in Palestine. 

"The Jewish representative bodies in Palestine and the Hebrew prP-ss 
there have been unequivocal in condemning these crimeo in the. strong­
est J>ossible tems. Tho American Zionist :&nergency Council associates 
itself with the attitude of Pal.ostino Jewry in its determination to 
root out this evil from their midst, and it is confident that the 
Jews of Palestine will continue to do all in their power to help the 
authorities to apprehend those responsible for these outrages. Tho 
Jewish National Home is founded on justice and international law, 
and acts of terrorism which stand in diametrical conflict with tho 
moral Md spiritual aims of our Uovomcnt can do nothing but sorvo 
the purposes of enemies of the cause. 

11 On behalf of American Zionists the Council tenders to the family 
of the late Lord Moyna their sincere and heartfelt sympath7.n 

For your additional information, the London Daily Mail has declared editorially: 
"It goes without s~ing that the acts of the Jewish terrorists whichmve aroused 
the horror and execration of Jews throughout the world have been disowned rlll.d 
condemned by the Zionist Organization and ell othor Jowish bodies. It would be 
ns logical to blDmo tho Jews ne n wholo for those outrages ns it would hnve 
been to hnve indicted oll Arabia for crimes committed, in former years, by 
Arab terrorists." 

HLS:MBP 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chai nnen of Local Emergency Commit tees Date Nove~ber 14, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached is the text of an editorial which appeared in the New York Fost 
of Sat-urd.ay, lfo...-emb r 11, lr44. 

HLS:MBP 
Enc. 



EDITORIAL from 
NEW YORK POST 
lfovember 11, 194-4 

THE MOYNE .ASSASSINA~ION 

The fight for the Palestine homeland, promised the Jews by the !alfour 
Declaration, then c.cnied them 'by the White Pa;per of 1939, haz been marJ-:ccl by M 

assassination. 

The killing of Lord lfoyne, :Sri tish Minister in the l!iddlo East who in 1942 
d.ecried "sentiment,1 o:ppeals" . on 'behalf of Europe's Jews and called further Jewish 
immigration into Palestine "a disastrous mistru:e," has been condemned by all re­
sponsible Jewish organizations in Palestine and A.~erica. 

The!r have, for some time, boon waging their ow::i. co.r.1paign a.grdnst the few 
fanatical extremists. 

:But the course of the decent Hebrews who com:pri se 99 r)ercent of the porru,lo.­
ti on has been m~de more and more lif:icult by Britioh intransigence. 

During the years since 19Z9, the Jews of Palesti.ne have foue,ht tho :Srltish 
policy of botreyal and duplicity, but ~lways with dignity and honor, never once 
deserting .the side of :Britain in her fleht for survival. 

Even while England clo~ed Palestine's doors to the refugees fleeing Europe 
and~ left hune.recls of thous?...nc.s of Je\Js with nowhere to go but the murc .. er 0a.'!lJ )S of 
Poland, Jewish Palestino, in the words of Fortune Magazine "kept its pledge to holr 
win the war ••• " 

400 of Six Hundred Thousand 

If virtue deserves r..ny reward, then surely this e:r.:am:ple of turning the 
other chflek should. But to this claJ' it has not been rewarded.. In fa.ct Je\'rish 
reasonableness seems to be rewarded by increased l3ri tish truculence. 

So a few youn~, hot-ht'.:laded Jews, 400 out of Palestine's 600,000, he.vo re­
sorted to terror. 

We deplore tho assassination of Lord I!oyne as we deplore all such terrorism. 
:But we know th~1-t deprecation of terror will not end the terror or remove the cause. 

~here never would have been a. terrorist bnnd in the first place if the 
l3ri tish had not C:.eliberately abanctoned the democratic process in their dealincs 
with Palestine. 

If now the J3ri ti sh sho:uld use the assassination as an excuse for rnorc 
intransigence, to further post::.>ono the dey when they must sit down and talk tho 
Palestine question ov0r, thoy ,,~ould only bo invi tine; more violence. 

We detect the possibility of provocation in Foreign Secretacy Eden's 
annou~cement to Cornmons that he contemplates issuance of a White l'a:r.>er on terrorism 
in Palestine. Whether it would be Eden's intent or not, the totnl offoct of the 
paper would be to say to the world that the Jews are fightine for Pnlestino with 
guns, knives and grenades. 
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Nothing could be further from tho truth, nothing could be more calculu,t ,:d 
to prejudice the issue and make an honest settlement impossible. Throui;;hout tho 
Arab uprisings of 1921, 1922, 1929, 1936-1939, there was no ta.lk of ~,. White 
Papers, though 1,566 lives were lost and at least $20 millions in property de­
stroyed. 

A Cloud of Dust 

In these inflamed times, a White Paper such as Eden proposes would become 
a weapon in tho hands of those in the :British government who want to settle the 
Jewish problem unilaterally, with :British beyonets. A White Paper can only try 
to hide the real Palestine problem behind the shroud of Lord Moyne. 

The problem calls for settlcr.iont, not for more obfuscation and postyoncmcnt . 
. If the Dri ti sh persist in their present course, they invite more terrorism, even 
civil war. 

If they want ~- precl:'dent, we rer.-iind them of their six-hu.ndrct.-yon.r war with 
Ireland in. which continued repression anc. denial of the dor.iocratic process finc1l: y 
led to a."l eXJ)losi0n, the echoes of wl1ich ar0 still rin~in~ in i mperial cars. 

Tho :Brl tish as a people havo us oc'. tho democratic process at h or,10 ef f ort­
lessly and admirably. lie invite them to tr"J this in Palesti -,,e. 

Let them seek a solution in concert with the Jews to whom the l3 n.lfour 
Declare tion promised a Palestine homeland.. Let thorn sit c:'to\om and. talk it ov,:r. 
Thorc arc statesmen on both sides anc1. they can achicvo ogroemcnt. 

A little democracy will go a long w~v in Palestine. 

* • • • • 



r. Esra Sha_piro 
GuardiaD Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 

M: d r Ezra 

November 24, 1944 

Aa you will note tram the Jewish Revi w•s edit rial 
or th1a wee , th edi tori~ls re still l>e n ,"lri t ten by 
Taelitt or the Br son group. -vidently ll th re_r sentationa 
made to !ir. .. ertheimer ot the J e ish Rt:!vi w and Observer UlV& 
been ithout a~ il, and th.a offer of tie Inde~e dent Jewieh 
?ress Service to rovide t.~e Revia~ and Observer with dit rials, 
etc. r tis, ' v been raj cted. 

I think the l?Uittar oslla for acti • Toh vein t e llrt 
or Cleveland a Jewish paper ·whoee od.tor 1- a.re ritten by a 
represent~tive r the roup hostile tot a Jewlan ~enoJ, the 
Zionist movement, on 1c~ has been co amned b;r ev ry r on:sible 
Je ieh body ere and in P lestine, is an ano ·loua it tion. 
I ould sug )est that .., ou c ll together for eting, the Pr aidents 
r the rioua Zionist roupa in the c ty, 1 the Rabbis, in the 

ver3 ne r future at hioh this m~tter should disc ed. 

i th ul good .,isha , I r in 

Ver,1 cordially .,'ours, 

HJa 
P.S. • SidneJ reitz h s ~rr~n ed for a luncheon under the 

uspicea ot the Je ish 1elfare Fund Committee for ror asor 
Roth on Thursday, Deoembor 7th. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

"342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Elt\ergency Committees Date November 27, 1944 

From Harry L. Shap1 ro 

On Saturdav evening, November 25, Lessing J. Rosenwald, presidt1nt of the 
American Council for Judaism. aired the views of his organization over the 
Columbia ~roadcastin~ System. This broadcast represented another attempt by 
Mr. Rosenwald and his grour to _discredit the views of an overwhelMing majority 
of Americ3n Je~s and to create the imJ,r~ssion that the Council for Judaism 
speaks for our people. It is of the utmost importnnoe that letters and tele­
grams go forwR-rd ir.unediately to those radio stations which carried Mr. 
Rosenwald I s address, so that the network mq understand that ?•ir. Rosenwald I s 
remarks constitute an affront to tho Jews of America. You c:m help uo 
obtain ro.dio time to refute Ur. Rosenwald 1s damaging remarks by doing the 
following: 

Ascertain whether or not the o.d.dresn was carried by yo,1r CBS station. If 
so, have as many wires and letters of protest as possible sent to the local 
station or to the Columbia !roadcasting S1stem office in New York.. You must 
urge that an equal amount of time be afforded a leader of American Zionism -­
one who has a right to apenk in the namo of the Jews of America. 

The followinc quotation indicates how Hr. Rosenwa.ld has perverted Zionist 
ph.!losophy. This, as well as the actual facts as presented in Emanuel 
Neumann's statement on the Jewish Conunonwool.th (quoted on the following 
pnge),may be used by you as aourco ffl6terial for letters of refutation. 

Hr. Rosenwald said: "We oppose tho establishment of Palestine or nny 
locality as a Jewish state or commonwealth. The procedures involved in 
such on establishment call for a preferred status in immigration to those 
of one religious faith and nn arbitraey and indefinite postponement of self­
government. We regard these procedures as fundamenta'IN undemoeratic, and, 
therefore, destructive. Such proposals will, we believe, embroil Jews now 
in Palestine in continuing civil strife. What is more, they will place in 
jeopardy the equalit1 of status of Jnws everywhere who are integrated in their 
respective homelands and do not wish to be parties to a Jewish state or common­
wealth, and that means tho vast majority of the Jews of tho world. Our empha­
sis, thcroforc,is on tho attainment of the status for Jows of full equality 
of citizenship, its rights and its responsibilitins. In Palestine it would 
mean that Jews would be Paleotiniamof Jewish faith, just as vo, in this 
country, arc Americans of Jewish faith." 

Onco again Mr. Bosonwald and his small group have emerged with the all-too­
familiar red herrings. He expresses concern over the "undemocratic" o.spects 
of Zionist aspirations. Out of the fear and escapist philosophy which 
motivate his own thinJcing, he conjuree up bogeymen to frighten freedom­
lovinr, peoples w})o mq be moved by the tragic plight of European Jewry to 
act favorably on the only permanent solution to the Jewish problem -- the 
Zionist solution. 
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To set the record straight, let us quote once again from that invaluable doc1.1r.1f'!'lt 
conteining the testimony on the Palestine resolutions delivered before the i~ouso 
Foreign Affairs Committee. On Page 315 of that book, the meaning of tho tonJ 
"Jewish Commonwealth" is set forth succinctly and impressively by Mr. Emanuel 
Neumann, who says: 

"By a Jewish commonwealth we certainly do not mean a state which is exclusively 
Jewish, We do not mean to drive the existing Arab population into the desert 
or cast it into the sea. On the contrary, those who choose t·o do so a1·0 to 
remain. Moreover, their civic and personal rights shall b~ inviolate. There 
shall be a full and complete equality before the law. Not only that, b1.1t tha 
Arabs shall have every right ana. possi bi.li ty to preserve and develop their 
cultural and religious heritage. Their language shall be recognized and their 
traditions respected. And in addition they shall share fully in the economic 
advantages o.nd. opportunities and the prosperity which will come with t:10 
modernization of the country and the devolopmcnt of its resources. 

11 Indecd, thi!:: has already boen the c&so in a subctantial measure. If, then, 
we are asked what do we mean by the adjective 1Jewish as applied to the future 
commonwealth of Palestine my answer is that it is a short and abbreviated way 
of saying that through the repatriation of large numbers of European and other 
Jews, the Jewish people will attain a nunerical maj.ori ty in Pr..lestine and there­
by permanently guarant<:>e the open door for others who may follow; so thu,t Pal­
estine shall never cease to serve as n sanctuary and homeland for any and nll 
Jews from whatever part of the world who mny choose to go there in the future. 
It will also b0 a Jewish commonwealth in the vital sense that in that country, 
in that little corner of the world, the Jewish -r.eoplA, no longer livinr; under 
minority conditions but as a majority, will be free to awly their talent, their 
industry, their genius and leave the intangible impress of their civilization 
upon their ancestral land as in the days of tho kines and the prophets. 

11But the develoJ)ment of this Jewish commonwealth shall toke place under dcm0-
crn.tic institutions and in a democratic spirit. The Jews will preponderate and 
lead. in the development of the country without dominating or oppressing the 
minority. Jew unc. Arab devoted to their respective cultures nnd trar.itions 
shall cooperate as free and equal citizens and jointly contribute to the ?ros­
pcrity and welfare of a common single unitary state. The Arab citizens of the 
Jewish com·nonweal th will be as favorably situated as are the French-s eaking 
citizens of the British DoMinion of Canad.a. It will be a free and clcmocratic 
Jewish state composec. of Jews, Moslems, Christians and, if th~re are a.11y, 
Buddhists, as well -- compatriots, all. All shall be eli~ible to public 
office, even the highest." 

W'ould r;r. Rosenwald call that undomocratic? Or is he . perhnps concerned, not 
with the problems and the status of our persecuted people, but with incuring 
the continuation of the "status quo" for the comfortably situated me□bers of 
the American Council for Judaism? 

HLS:MBP 



LAW' □FFICEB 

EZRA SHAPIRO 
54D GUARDIAN Bun.DING 

CLEVELAND, □HIO 

CHERRY 3737 

November 28, 1944. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland., Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi: 

In reply to your letter of November 24 relative 
to the Jewish Review and Observer, I discussed the entire 
matter with Mr. Saul Danaceau who, you know, is Chainnan of 
the Zionist Emergency Council. He will take this matter up 
at the coming meeting of the Council, which takes place on 
Thursday night, November JO. I hope some effective decision 
and program of action in this regard will b ronnulated and 
executed. 

EZS:A 
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'Arab Menace' Held Fallacy 

But What la Now Called Bogy May 
One Day Become Real 

To THI: EDITOR or THs Nsw YORK TIMI:&: 
The so-called "Arab menace," ao 

often put forward to justify a policy of 
appeasing the Arabs in Palestine and 
elsewhere, has never been so fallacious 
as it is now, when the Arabs are more 
in need than ever before of the sym­
pathy, money and political support of 
the Allies, especially after the "neu­
tral" role their leaders and rulers have 
played in Great Britain's direst need. 

Those who have open eyes to see and 
alert ears to hear know very well that 
the whole power of the Arabs is not 
drawn from their own strength but is 
borrowed from the support given to 
them from outside. more particularly 
from British circles at the Colonial Of­
fice and the Palestine Administration 
who have learned nothing from all th; 
blunders committed during the last 
twenty-five years. And it was again a 
blunder of the late Lord Moyne to 
think that by uniting all Arabs in a 
confederation of states he would 1'1'ft' 
thP Arab cause, which he so much had 
at heart, a great puah forward and at 
the same time blend all their forces 
into one formidable ally of Great 
Britain. 

It is known that one of hi8 principal 
aims in forging such a union was the 
liquidation of the Balfour Declaration 
and the settlement of the Palestine 
problem in accordance with the wishes 
of his Arab friends. But his efforta 
have utterly failed, and the continuoua 
talk about a political or economic con­
federation of Arab states 11 no more 
than a lot of 'lot air blown about by 
oratorical gasbags and will under prea­
ent conditions never materialize. 

Failure Predicted 
In this connection a speech recently 

delivered by a prominent lawyer of 
Beyrouth, Yusuf Alaauda, at a lawyers' 
convention in Damascus 1,. very illu­
minating. He said that all the efforts 
to form a confederation of Arab states 
are doomed to failure and will remain 
an empty dream aa long as the advo­
cates of such a confederation consist­
ently emphuize at the same time the 
irrevocable condition that the complete 
independence of each of their countries 
in everything affecting the inner and 
foreign policy should be maintained. 
He a1ao auerted that an Arab union 
cannot be reached before all the irrec­
oncilable contruta in systems of gov­
ernment, in religion and in culture pre­
vailing in the different Arab land■ are 
eliminated. an undertaking. of courae, 
which will take renerationa to achieve. 

Deoember 30,1944 

In view of all these failures, the 
Arab leaders had to recognize the dif­
ficulties and obstacles on the way to an 
Arab unity. But the most activf 
among them have soon realiZed that to 
achieve at least the one aim-namely, 
to get rid of the Jewish question-there 
is only one front on which all Arabs 
could be united, and that is an anti­
Jewish front. As a matter of fact, all 
their efforts are now striving toward 
this • goal, using all the tactics and 
threats l.J?, the best Nazi style. 

It must, however, be pointed out that 
these leaders are by no means repre­
senting the views of the majority of 
the Arab populations who lived on the 
best and most friendly terms with the 
J ewa for generations, and that they 
would never have dared to adopt and 
propagate such a hostile 1cheme 
againat the Jews if they were not en­
couraged by Lord Moyne'a policy and by 
another "united front"-namely, that 
of all European "pro-Arabs, .. especia.lly 
in Palestine, Lebanon and Syria, 
among whom, unfortunately, there are 
also some American sympathizers and 
adviaers. 

Dan1en Foreeeen 
It i1 hardly neceuary to atre11 the 

dangers involved in auch a "united 
front" not only for the Jews but alao 
for the W eatern peoples and the inter­
uta of this country. Indeect, the "Arab 
menace," which is being used u a de­
terrent bogy to deprive the Jews of 
their rights to Palestine, may one day 
turn into a real menace to democracy 
itself if the present reactionary ele­
ments be allowed to carry on their 
campaign. 

It may happen that whJ'n they feel 
1trong enough they will use the same 
"united front.. acainat the very same 
people who are now feeding their am­
bitions, just u the Nazis have done 
with the appeasing democraciea, and 
u it wu the cue with the Mufti, who 
began, under the protection of the Pal­
estine Administration, with his anti­
Jewish campaigns and finished by en­
gineering a rebellion against the Brit­
iah, in Palestine first and later in Iraq. 
and is ■till now diueminating from 
Berlin hia polaon among the Araba and 
the Indian Muslims a1&inat Great Brit­
ain, and more particularly agatnat thl• 
country. 

• 

lt would be, of course, utterly unfair 
and unjust to put the blame of the 
misguided and harmful policy of the 
Colonial Office and the Palestine Ad­
ministration on the whole English peo­
ple. That policy has been and is still 
being severely criticized by all right­
minded Englishmen, by Members of 
Parliament and of the House of Lords 
by prominent political leaders and 
clergyinen, because they all realize the 
regrettable consequences of that policy. 
Now it falls to the Americana to join 
hands with them in order to undo the 
evil done, and to initiate a new, fair 
and loyal policy of peace anci justice 
for all concerned. 

But to achieve this purpose, both 
Americana and British must be on the 
alert to avoid the mistakes made by 
the Colonial Office and the Palestine 
Administration-in that they have allied 
themselves with the most reactionary 
Arab elements. Henceforth, the demo­
cratic and liberal Arabs, who were will­
ing to cooperate with the Jews in Pal­
estine, but have deliberately been 
pushed uide and alienated, should be 

brought to the forefront to take the 
lead in the destiny of Palestine. 

Only by pursuing such a policy can 
the real menace which is lurking from 
behind the widely propagated "united 
front" be averted in time, so that it 
shall not become a platform for spread­
ing religious and racial hatred in the 
whole of the Near and Middle Eaat, 
and sowing political mischief under the 
mask of defending the Palestine Arabi. 
The· American and British peoplea 
have not only political and economic 
interests in the Arab world, but have 
also a moral and cultural misaion to 
fulfill; they have still all the political 
and material means to exert a whole­
some influence on the Eut, and there 
can be no doubt that they will have, 
by doing so, the wholehearted support 
of the peace-loving Jews and Arabs in 
the Holy Land, and far beyond it, u 
well as the applause of richt-minded 
peoplu of all clauea, all race■, and all 
creedal throughout the whole world. 

A. 8. YAHUDA, 
Profe11or, New School for Social Re• 

search. 
New York, Dec. 21, 1Hf. 



Abroad 
American Boys Find Tel-A "·iv 

Like a Home Town 

By ANNE O'HARE McCORMICK 
B1 Wtreleu to TD Nsw You TtMu. 

TEL•A VIV, J~n. 5-Forty per cent of 
the Jewish population of Palestine lives 
in Tel-Aviv. One of the world's young­
est cities, better planned, more modern­
istic than the Florida boom towns it 
resembles, it i1 suffering today from a 
housing shortage aa acute as that of 
the oldest cities in ravaged Europe. 
This i1 because a large proportion of 
the refugee, of war years have found 
melter here. 

These Zionists created by HiUer are 
euily di.ttinguishable from Zionists by 
conviction. The original setUers built 
their dream of new Zion with auch 
fervor into 1chool1, boulevards and 
cooperative houses that their joy and 
triumph pervade the town like the 
bright atmosphere here of these cryatal­
Une winter days. 

Certainly, the first impre88ion pro­
duced on the viaitor from the sad Janda 
on the other side of the Mediterranean 
ls that here at lut are people who want 
to be where they are and are tollowin1 
a way of lite that satiafies them. 

Tel-Aviv bouts that it is the tint all· 
Jewish city in the world. It is so com• 
pletely Jewish, indeed, and within its 
expanding limits so independent, that it 
doea not reflect fairly the problem of 
Palestine u a whole. Largely ■elf-ad­
ministered an<' self-taxed, it doea not 
feel, u mixed population1 ordinarily do, 
the close pressure either of the Arab 
majority or the mandatory power. 

Almost in spite of itaelf Tel-Aviv i■ 
coam.opolitan and international. Jn a 
lively little reataurant attached to the 
Jarden of the hotel, American and 
Britiah officer■ on leave enjoy the but 
meal■ procurable thi■ aide of New 
York. In the evenin&' they dance with 
Wac■, Red Cr011 or local pl■, to the 
muaic of a tint-eta■■ three-piece 
orch•tra. The genlua ot the place ls a 
plump, ■oft.voiced, warm-hearted Ru1-
li&il whom '1'817bodY call■ "Kama 
Wela.'' 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 1945. 

She ii a personality as well u an 
expert restaurateur. She ran three 
restaurant1 in Berlin until 1933, when 
she 1&W the handwritfog on the wall, 
left the Nazis to "liquidate" her eatab­
lishments-whleh they did-and came 
to Tel-Aviv with £5,000 to start over 
again. 

Mama Wei■ treated us to a kummel 
-"Paleatinian and very good," she ex­
plained-and talked at length of Zion­
ism, the world and the future. She, as 
a Zioniat, is thrilled by Tel-Aviv and ita 
proofs of what urban Jew• oan make 
grow on barren ground, bt.."t as a auc­
ce1sful busines1 woman before she 
came to Palestine she i1 le81 ljrical 
than the Zionis~ who escaped from the 
dark ghetto• of eastern Europe. She 
described herself u Russian. 

The eye1 ot Mama W eia were not the 
only eyes wet with tear■ u a violin 
sang songa of old Vienna. In that room 
in ·Palestine, where the Zionist dream 
cornea true, one felt a wave of home­
sickneu tor a Jost world. Maybe only 
the older generation or recent immi­
grants are pulled by in1tinct and emo­
tion to the countrlee they have left. 

"You don't look back," they say, and 
it would be strange if a generation 
brought up here or reecued from the 
horror of Hitler's Europe should elect 
under any circumstance• to return. 

Certainly, these half-articulate no■-
talglu, of a aectlon ot the old for the 
oountriea they ■till feel they belong to, 
of a ■ection of the young for another 
land of promise, are element■ in a lit• 
uation that becomes more complex the 
nearer you approach it. Even in thil 
100 per cent Jewish community it i1 
evident at first glance th• problem ia 
not a ■tmple antithe■t■ between Zion­
tat and Anti-Zionist or between Arab 
and Jew. It hu aa many tentacle■ a.a 
an octopu1, each as ■ore u an exposed 
nerve. 

There 11 one new element, tor in­
■tance, in the reaction of American 
■oldier■ to a personal view of thl■ prob­
lem country. Palestine ln general, Tel• 
Aviv in particular, i■ a leave center for 
thouaanda of officer• and GI'■ from all 
part■ of· the Middle Eut, Africa and 
Italy. The m&tn leave camp w within 
a few milea of Tel-Aviv. Boy■ on fur• 
lourh flock to thi■ town. where they 
•• American movte■ in clean Amert• 

can model theatres meet girla who 
speak Englilh, and stroll on atreeta 
that look like Main Street. 

In the peculiarly warm and affec­
tionate atinoaphere of a Jewish house­
hold they are entertained by scores of 
motherly women like Mama Wela. 
"Don't ask me to discuH politics," she 
saya. "My only policy is to aerve good 
food, good drink and make the dough­
boy1 happy.'~ The doughboys like it. 
They like Tel-Aviv. The ao-called "Arab 
world" ian't their world. They feel 
alien and uncomfortable in its strange 
sights, aounda and smells. Here they 
feel at home. "It sure feels good to see 
something like an American town," said 
the inevitable boy from Texas, mailing 
postcards in the Tel-Aviv postoffice this 
morning. "This ia the best place I've 
seen since I waved good-by to Old Lady 
Liberty." 

The reeult of this experience is like• 
ly to make these soldiers strongly 
Zionist when they get home. It may 
be argued that the■e pauing penonal 
emotion■ are unimportant beside hard 
realitte■ and irreconcilable intere■ta 

interwoven in the Pale1tine problem. 
So they are, but the problem would not 
be nearly so hard to solve if it were not 
alao a conflict of emotiona. While feel­
ings are violently engaged on all sides, 
anything that swings the balance of 
sentiment in the United States cannot 
be ignored. 

The first thing one di1cover1 here is 
that the attitude of America will have 
a powerful influence in deciding the 
future of Palestine and, by extension, 
the wish for this is the keypiece in the 
puazle-the future of thia reaUeas and 
troubled part of the world. 
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AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

January 17, 1945. 

COPY 

Dear Fellow Member: 

From all indications, President Roosevelt will be 
leaving for a conference with Mr. Churchill and Mr. Stalin 
within the next week or ten days. It is probable that 
amon the crucial matters which they will discuss will be 
the future of the Jewish people of Europe and the fate of 
Palestine. 

In regard to these questions the voice of American 
public opinion may be decisive. We must let our President 
lmow that the time has passed for palliatives and half mea -
ures so far as the tragic problem of the uprooted Jews of 
Europe is concerned. The doors of Palestine must be opened 
wide to Jewish immigration and every Jew who wishes to do 
so must be entitled to return to his ancestral home and to 
rebuild his life there. 

The conscience of humanity has been shocked and out­
raged by the horrors perpetrated by the Nazis on the defense­
less Jewish people. The time has now come for constructive 
action. Christians in America must l t the leaders of the 
United Nations know that they are 1n favor of affording to 
the Jewish people the opportunity to achieve, at long last, 
nationhood in their ancient homeland. 

ILL YOU THEREFORE TAKE A FEW MINUTES RIGHT NOVI TO 
WRITE OR WIRE PRESl ENT ROOSEVELT. 

Urge the immediate opening of Palestine to Jewish 
immigration and its reconstitution as a free and demo­
cratic Jewish Commonwealth. The time may not recur for a 
solution of the tragic and age-old problem of the dispersed 
Jewish people. 

We must act now and Ye look lo you for immediate 
suppotl.:_ Write or wire the resid nt ~.Y~ 

IIML:BI 

Si..~cerely yours, 

/~At-~~ 
~ 

Howard M. LeSourd 
Director 

• 



AMERlt;;AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 IAADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Janua:r.r 17, 1945 

From Arthur Lourie 

This is a call to our Local Emergency Committees throughout the country for 
immediate action. 

The long awaited conference bet1,,•een President Roosevelt, Mr. Churchill and 
Mr, Stalin is likely to take place in the nearest future, possibly uithin 
the next ten days. Among the crucial matters which will come up for dis­
cussion 1-·ill probably be the future of the Je,..,ish n.tional Home in Palestine. 
The decisive hour to which all our work during the past montns and years has 
been directed is now approaching. 

We must let the President knou how American Jev:cy in its overwhelming najori ty 
feels on this issue. We must act and act quickly, for decisions are being 
made at this very hour. The time has passed for half-Measures as far as the 
tragic problem of the uprooted Je,-•s of Europe is concerned. The dQors of 
Palestine must be opened wide to Jewish imnigration and every Jew who wishes 
to do so must be entitled to enter and settle in Palestine as of ri&ht. 

WRITE OR WIBE IMHEDIATELY THEREFORE TO: THE PBESIDENT, THE WHITE HOUSE, 
WASHUTGTON, D. C. 

Prepare the letter in your o,..m style and make a personal plea that the gates 
of Palestine be opened to free Jewish immigration to the end that in ac­
cordance with undertakings originally given ~alestine stall be reconstituted 
as a free and democratic Jewish Connom•.realth. In addition to personal 
messages, as fTlany telegrams as possible shoulc1. be sent on behal! of Jewish 
communal and other ore;anizecl bodies, ' • 

We cannot exaggerate the need for speed in this matter and ask you to spare 
no effort in complying ,-,i th this urgent request. 

BEQ,UESTS SiiiILAR TO THAT ADDRESSED TO YOU .A:BOVE HA\G ALSO G-O~;E OUT TC !~EMBERS 
OF T!IE CHRISTIAN COUMCIL AND OF THE Al~RICAN F.ALRS.Til:E COII:~IT~ TH:!tOUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. Copies of the letters are herewith enciosed. In order to 
follow up the matter anl to ensure the dispatch of a maximum number of messages 
also from non-Jews in your community, we would ask you to ret into touch with 
these in~ividuals and urge upon then the iMportance of actin~ on the request 
already ad.dressed to them, and of getting others to send appropriate com­
munications to the White House. A special effort should be ~ade to get 
messages to the President from the central labor organizations in your com­
munity, in line with the favorable resolutions adopted by both the A.F. of L. 
and the C.I.O. 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - - - -
( over) 
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DAY OF PRAYER 

In ada.ition to comr.mnications to the Presia.ent, it is propo~ed to give 
eJr:::)ression to our sense of the historic importance which a.ttaches to 
the forthcoming r.1eeting of the leac.ers of the United Nations by devoti:i.g 
the services and the sermon on Saturday, January 27tl1. to this problem . 
A sI-)ecial call will be i ssueo. on this subject ·oy the Sy:i2gocue Council 

of Arrieri ca. It is im·""Joyt ~g}_Jh~_L~~ed i~!°:..~ .. E-.Er?-J:g~~f!;.! ~ . .?~._!!!§-§.e in 
comr.111.ni ties all over 1.:;he c:o:J i_~~" SJ}ecial prayers will "be offered for 
the succ~sr. of tl1e f01··.:;h J0::11ng '"'lee tin,'.: , so vital to the f u ture peace 
and welfa.::·c of a) l l-:rnn.2~1i t;y. . 'EMph.:'...sis will be plc'.ced on the anxiety 
with uhic~. tncso a.el1 bora.tions are viewed by Jews evory-,rhere and their 
hopes that from them will emerge a new e r a in Jouish history through 
the reconstitution of the Jewish Common1 • cal th in l'alestinc . 

I t is cssentlal that tl e u~st~:o_ublicitl be £iV£n on pr~ss a~ i;e_dio 
to tho imJ:)ortr.ncc and solcl:ln:i. ty \rhi ch Jm-:s attach to this occc.1.si on . 

We rely on ever~, one of our constituent com~i ttees tl1roughout the 
cou.ntr:r to r:i ako of this an impressive and moving dcmonst _re.tion. 

Please let us know what l)lans y0u arc makin,~ and d.o not hesi tatc to 
call on us for any assistance we can render • 

. AL~ CK 
Encs . 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ON PALESTINE 

70 FIFTH A~., NEW YORK 11, N. Y. - ALGONQUIN 4-2720 

January 17, 1945. 

COPY 

Dear Friend: 

One question above all others is put to us ceaselessly by those who are committed 
to our program. That question is: "What can I do?" In this crucial hour we answer: 
"Write to the President." 

President Roosevelt is soon to meet with the leaders of the United Nations in a 
conference which will probably exceed Teheran in importance. Among the most pressing 
international problems on the agenda is the urgent issue of Palestine as a haven of 
refuge for the Jewish refugees and as a Jewish national homeland as the culmination 
of age-old aspirations and as a fulfillment of a number of international commitments 
during the pa.st quarter of a century. 

The time is now at hand to act and act quickly, for decisions are being made at 
this very hour and we want the voice of Christian America to be heard. May we ask 
you to: 

?!rite immediately to: President Franklin D. Roosevelt, The White House, 
Vlashington, D. C. Prepare the letter in your own style and make a personal plea that 
the gates of Palestine be opened to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization 
so that the Jewish people may be restored as a nation in their ancient homeland. 
Emphasize the fact that this is a matter of Christian concern. 

We cannot exaggerate the need for speed in this matter. The plight of the 
Jewish people in Europe is unutterably tragic. We ask you to spa.re no effort in 
complying with this urgent request or ours. 

Sincerely yours, 

HENRY A. ATKINSON, Chairman ,.--emc HERilNN VOSS, Secretary 



.r 

, 
AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

January 17, 1945. 

C O P Y 

Dear Fellow Member: 

·From all indications, President Roosevelt will be 
leaving for a conference wlth Mr. Churchill and Mr. Stalin 
within tho next week or ten days. It is probable that 
among the crucial matters which they will discuss ,,ill be 
the future o! he Jewish people of Europe and the fate of 
Palestine. 

In regard to these questions the voice of American 
public opinion may be decisive. We must let our President 
lmow that the time has passed for palliatives and half meas­
ures so far as the tragic problem of tle uprooted Jews of 
Europe is concerned. !he doors of Palestine must be opened 
wide to Jewish immigration and every Jew who wishes to do 
so must be entitled to return to hia ancestral home and to 
rebuild hls 11.fo there. 

T'..e conscience of humanity has been shocked and out­
raged by the horrors perpetrated by the Nazis on the defense-• 
less Jewish people. The time has now come for constructive 
action. Christians in America must let the leaders of the 
United Nations kl'lo\V that they are in favor of affording to 
the Jewish people the opportunit:, to achieve, at long last, 
nationhood ii t· L ii• ancient home and. 

WILL YOU T IBREFORE TAKE A FE,V 1JI1 UTE.:> RIGHT UOk~ TO 
WRITE O "IR!., PRESIDE! T OOSEVEL1'. 

Urge the immedie..:.e openin of Palcetine to Jewish 
immigration ancl ita reconstitutio as a • ee and demo­
cratic Jewlsh Commonv1ealth. '11he time m!!.y not recur for a 
solution of tle tragic a.~d ag -ol prob em oft' e dispersed 
Jewish people. 

'3 must act, now _nd we 100:<" to _you or immediate 
support. ~1·csi~er t ,!&~1L. 

fl.:BI 

Since ... e y yours, · 

/LJ~.£,4 
~ 

Howard M. LeSourd 
Director 
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AM&JllCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 '4ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local E~ergency Committees Date Janua ry 17, 1945 

Arthur Lourie 

I am instructed by the Executive Com~ittee of the .American Zionist Emergency 

Council to se;id on to you the encloser.. commu..11.ice.,tion with rega rd to the 

recent reorganization in the leadersh i p of the C'm.1nc5.l~, Pl~E'se note that 

this is for your own information and .ts not for nublicu.tion since in the 

interests of unity i.·:e wis~1 to ~mt an end, if possible, to a continuation of 

this controversy in the ~ublic press . 

We wish to emphasize that all forces previously represented in the Council 

continue to be r e:r. resented on that body. It is the dctcr:nination of r.•11 its 

members thnt the co,1ncil shalJ go ahead united in the fulfillment of our 

constructi.vo prog:-um so vj tal to the f utur-:1 of our people and directea. to 

the r eestabli. shment of Palestine in the nearest future L.S a Jewish Conmon­

woalt .. 1. 

A!:. ':'K 



• January 16, 1945 . 

The American Zionist Emergency Council was reorganized on December 28, 1°44 
in order to make possible the full and harmonious cooperation of all Zi onist 
parties in the United States. The reorganize tion was effected through a majority 
vote wh~ch the minority, as disciplined Zionists, accepted. In the interest of 
continuing this vrinciple of unity and discipline the new administration of the 
Emergency Council will avoid tnking part in factional controversy. The Zionist 
cause requires our complete and unswerving devotion at this ti~e and we would 
consider ourselves remiss i~ duty if we dissipated our energy in internal divisions. 

However, in the light of the fact thc).t erroneous impressi ons have possibly 
been created by incorrect facts, in wh i.. ch connection we must Mention the improper 
and unauthorized statement on stationery of the E~ergency Council of its former 
o.irector, 1.:r. Harry L. Shapiro, we feel that the local committees should lmow how 
the majority of the Council views the situation ':rhich has led to the p res ent 
internaL-reorganization. We shall limit ourselvP-s to a brief statement on the 
main issue. Whatever supplementary comment may be thought necessary by the 
incli vid.ual parties will be made directly by them. 

After Secretary Stimson had announced that the War Department had wi t:1drawn 
its opposition to the passage of the Palestine Resolution, it became ure ent to 
d.otermine whether we should press for its presentation before tho t ermination of 
the 78th Congress. At a meeting of the Council held on October 30th, two point s 
of view were voiced~ Some me~bers were of the opinion that the propitious 
atmosphere created by the party planks and the President's message should be 
utilized for pressing presentation of the resolution immediately after the 
elections. Others felt that the crowded agenda, the short "''Orkin period remain­
ing, and the need, if possible, of improvine the wording of the resolution to 
bring it in line with the President's statement on Zionist policy, all point ed 
to the wisdom of postponement and reconsideration of the resolution during the 
next Congress. ?~oreover, it was the majority opinion of the Council thut we h ..... d 
reached a stage in our political affnirs when it was more imperative to seek 
implementc.tion of the President 1 s announced policy and most important to meet 
,,ith the President prior to his attendance at the meeting of the "Big Three." 
This was the position taken by Dr, Wise. 

There was unanimous agreement, however, that the repetition of the experi­
ence of last March must be avoided at all costs and that the passage of the 
resolution should not be urged unless we were certain that we would not be faced 
with the opposition of the Executive branch of the government. The very wording 
of Mr. Stimson's letter pointed to the need of clearing with the State Department 
in advance of any decision. It was the consensus of opinion that a econd f ailur 
of Congr ess to take favorable action on the Palestine Resolution would not only 
be a serious political defeat, but "''O'tld reduce the value of the achievements 
already attained through the inclusion of pro-Zionist planks in the Democratic 
and Republican platforms and the President's historic endorsem8nt of a Jewish 
Commonwealth in his mes~age of October 15th, Steps were therefore taken at once 
to ascertain the position of the State Department and of the Executive branch of 
the government. 

Early in ·ovember we were informed that President Roosevelt and the Sta te 
Department asked that the matter be left pend.ing a little while longer. At a 
meeting of the Emergency Council on November 21st it was decided that efforts 
be made once more to obtain clearance from the Executive, it being understood 
that if renewed efforts to obtain the approval of the Executive failed, the 
resolution should, for the time being, be left pending. 



• 
- 2 -

Dr. Silver proceeded to Washington to explore the situation. HowevPr, 
befo~e the clearance of the State Department was obtained he proceeded with 
ac ivities desi . ned to serure the passage of the resolution. In the meantime 
information received by Dr. Wise indicated that the attitude of the Executive 
anc State Departments remained unchanged and that the resolution, if JJressec1 , 
would in &,11 likelihoof.. again be deferred. It is pertinent to "!'.)Oint out in this 
connection that within the last few days the President has inc1.ic , teC: to the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee that he wants no resolutions on forcien policy 
before his projected meetine with Mr . Churchill and Mr. Stalin. It is obvious 
that his request that the Palestine Resolution be left pend.ins a little while 
longer Wc'..S in line with his general policy affecting other int0rnational questions. 

In view of the ureency of the si tu2. tion, Dr. Wise Cf'llcd a special :1eeting 
of the Council. Jr. Silver, ,-,ho wa.R in Washington, was notified anc.. ~opt in 
touch with the rroceedings by telephone. A s-r1ecial comr:1i ttee was appointed to 
go to Washinc ton to dissuade Dr. Silver from pressing the resolution for reasons 
given earlier in this mer:1orandum. Dr. Silver, supported by the "izrr...chi, con­
tinued his linr of action until the Palestine Resolution wa.s tabled by the S nate 
Committee d"J.e to the intervention of the Secrctar:r of State. 

As a resnlt, Dr. Wise resiened in protest against what he considcrod "tho 
arbitrary action" of tho Chairman of th(' Exe cu ti ve Com'7i t tee und what ar) cared 
to him the contravention of democratic procedure. At a mectin of the Rmergoncy 
Council on Decrn:-,ber 20th, Dr. Silver defended his action at great leng.th, as 
being in harmony with the basic position of the Erwr ency Council. A proposed 
motion that Dr. Silver had contravened decisions was tabled. A motion was then 
me.do C['..lline: on r,,11 officerR to resign in order to ponni t reor _anization of the 
Council. When a vote to table failed of pas age, Dr. Silver stated that this 
represented a r 1,udiation of his 11osition. He thereupon re i:-;n'Jd, sayi n that 
his resi nation was irrevocable. Reorganization of the Council tten folloued . 

It sho,1.lcl be pointed out that a large majority of the Co"J.ncil connidered 
I 

reorganization essential, even without reference to the matter of the Pale s ine 
Resolution. Two of the t;roups within the Council hac for months been pres!=: ing 
for the establi~,hment of a small implerr1ente. ion committee. This comr.1it ee, they 
proposed, should concern itself -- in cooperation with the co-chairman -- with 
the day by day affairs of the Council and with ma~~ing out concrete step~ to be 
ta.ken for carr:.ring out the general line of action enunciated by the Council. It 
is clear that in political work the method ofttimes req11iros ~s much at ention 
as the formul a tion of policy and that the ;->rocedur followed i"' likely to affect 
fundamentn:i,.ly the nuccess or failure of the endeavor. Unfortunately, Dr. Silver 
had not been wtlling to set up the type of permanent comnittce pro~osed by the 
two groups . 

It is of the essence to mak . clear that at no time were there any dif­
ferences as to fundamental Zionist policy . At no time vrorc there questi ons of 
11 maximal 11 or 11 mini.:1al" goals . The only problem debated ,,ra"' tl1c most effective 
manner of i~!,)lementing obj8ctive s in r egard to which there wa cor.1plet c a ree­
ment. The American Zionist Emergency Council, as now r e constituted, repre cn ts 
as before all Zionist parties . Those who wore in the minority in their evalu­
ation of the recent controve rsy have participated loyally in the reorganizati on 
so as to ensure the continuance of a uni tect and cnoreotic working body. In 
this spirit we now call on all local coT'fll:littcos to follow the central organization 
in a policy of untty and complete concentration on the important ta ks b efore us 
in promoting tho program of the Jewish Commonwealth, 
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• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date JanuarJ 17, 1945 

Arthur Lourie 

This is a call to our Local Emergency Committees throughout the country for 
immediate action. 

The long awaited conference beti,.reen ~resident Roosevelt, Mr. Churchill and 
Mr. Stalin is likely to take place in the nearest future , possibly within 
the next ten days. Among the crucial matters which will come up for dis­
cussion 1.-,ill probably be the future of the Jeuish Nati onal Home in Palestine. 
The decisive hour to which all our work ciurin6 the past months and years has 
been directed is now approaching. 

We must let the President knm·1 how American Jewry in it s overwhelming rna jori t y 
feels on this issue. We must act and act quickly, for decisions are being 
made at this very hour. The time has passed for half-Measures as far as the 
tragic problem of the up rooted Je -rs of Europe is concerned. The doors of 
l'alestine must be opened wide to Jewish i:nnigr ation and every J ew who wishes 
to d_o so must be enti tlec".. to enter and settle in Palestine a.s of right. 

WRITE OR WIRE IHI~DIATELY THEREFORE TO: TID1 PF3SIDEl!T, THE i'THITE !IOUSE, 
,a.sHIUGTON, D. C. 

Prepare the letter in your ovm style and make a personal plea that the gates 
of Palestine be opened to free Jewish immigra tion to the end that in ac­
cordance with undertakings originally given l'alestine shall be reconstituted 
as a free and democratic Jewish Comnom•real th. In addition to personal 
messages, as many telegrams as possible should. be s ent on behalf of Jewish 
communal and other organized bodies. 

We cannot exaggerate the need for speed in this matter and ask you to spare 
no effort in complying with this urgent request. 

REQ,UESTS sr:-iILAR TO THAT ADDRESSED TO YOU ABOVE HA~ ALSO G-0.1.~ OUT TO I:Ei•IBERS 
OF THE CHRISS:IAN COUNCIL AND OF THE ~tERICAN PALES.TI17.E COit :ITTEE THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. Copies of the letters are herewith enclosed. In order to 
follow up the matter anC:_ to ensure the di spat ch of a maximum number of messages 
also from non-Jews in your community, we would ask you to r et into touch 1i th 
these individuals and urge upon then the importance of acting on the request 
already addressed to them, and of getting others to send appropriate co~­
~unications to the White House. A special effort should be made to get 
messages to the President from the central labor organizations in your com­
munity, in line with the favorable resolutions adopted by both the A.F. of L. 
and the C.I.O. 

( over) 
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DAY OF PRAYEE 

In ac1f_ition to comr.1u.nications to the :President, it is J>TOJ.>03ed to give 
ex:9ressi on to our sense of the historic 5-rnportance ·vrhich attaches to 
the forthcoming r1eeting of the lead.e:r:s of the United 17ations by c_evotiJ1g 
the services and the sermon on Saturday, January 27th to this :problel'!1 . 
A S:)ecial call will be i ssuec3_ on t h is subject b~r the Sy:is.gocue Council 
of A'78rica. I t is im~""lortant tl1at im:"lediate arrange1"1er..~s be mad.e in 
comr:iuni ties all over the collntry. Special prayers will be offered for 
the success of the forthconing ""'!eetin,: , so vit al to the f u ture peoce 
and welfare of all hum.?ni ty.. Em.:rh2.s i s will be 1)1~1.ced on the anxiety 
with uhi ch those deliberations are viewed by Jews evcry,.rhcre and their 
hopes that from them will emerge a new era in Jouish history through 
the r e connti tut ion of tho Jcwi sh Common1•1oal th in l>alestino . 

It is csse:n.tin1 that t~1c utmost publicity be given on pres s and raclio 
to tho i rnJ1o rt c:'.ncc and nolomni ty which Jo~•·s attacl1 to this occ£>.sion. 

We roly on every one of our consti tucnt com:r1i ttecs throughout the 
cour1. tr;r to nal-::c of this an imr r cssivo anC::. movi!1g domonstrc:ti on . 

Pleas e let ns know wl1at l)lans yr:iu arc makin;~ and c.o not hcsi tatc to 
c2ll on us for ary ass:s tanco we crm render • 

. AL: CK 
:Encs . 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ON PALESTINE 

70 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 11, N. Y. - ALGONQUIN 4-2720 

January 17, 1945. 

COPY 

Dear Friend: 

One question above all others is put to us ceaselessly by those who are committed 
to our program. That question is: "What can I do?" In this crucial hour we answer: 
"Write to the President." 

President Roosevelt is soon to meet with the leaders of the United Nations in a 
conference which will probably exceed Teheran in importance. Among the most pressing 
international problems on the agenda is the urgent issue of Palestine as a haven of 
refuge for the Jewish refugees and as a Jewish national homeland as the culmination 
of age-old aspirations and as a fulfillment of a number of international commitments 
during the past quarter of a century. 

The time is now at hand to act and act quickly, for decisions are being made at 
this very hour and we want the voice of Christian America to be heard. May we ask 
you to: 

Virite immediately to: President Franklin D. Roosevelt, The White House, 
Washington, D. C. Prepare the letter in your own style and make a personal vlea that 
the gates of Palestine be opened to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization 
so that the Jewish people may be restored as a nation in their ancient homeland. 
Emphasize the fact that this is a matter of Christian concern. 

We cannot exaggerate the need for speed in this matter. The plight or the 
Jewish people in Europe is unutterably tragic. We ask you to spare no effort in 
complying with this urgent request of ours. 

Sincerely yours, 

~-' ~/ 
~JI~ 

HENRY A. ATKINSON, Chairman .--CARL HERMANN VOSS, Secretary 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Comm~ttees Date 

From Arthur Lourie 

January 18, 1945 

Enc osed herewith are two new reprints from the New York Times, available 
for distribution in your community: 

AL:CMH 
Encs. 

1) 1' 'Arab 1-!enace' Held Fc)llacy", by Prof. A. s. Yahudn; and 

2) 11 Abroncl11 , by Anne O'Hare J;, cConnick. 

• 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To . Date 
Members of American Zionist Emergency Council 

From Arthur Lourie 

Jruiuary 18, 1945 

Enclosed herewith are copies of two -memoranda, a.n.ted Jn.nu: ... ry 17, which were 
sent to Chainnen of Local Emergency Committee. 

AL:CLD 
Encs . 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local. Emergency Cotlr.littees Date Jc.nuary 19 , 19£1 5 

Arthur Lourie 

Please note on Page 1 of the Memorandum dated Janua ry lS, 19~5 dealing with the 

reorganization of the Council, the last two sentences of paragraf'h 3 shoulC: 

read: "!'°oreover it was the opinion of many on the Council that we had reached 

a stage in our political affairs when it was r.1ore important to see -: i m_,_;lementa­

tion of the President I s announced policy a."lCL imperative to meet wi tl the 

President prior to hi z attendance at the meet inc of the ":Bi i; Three". 

AL:CX 
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·AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To -· 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Januar:, 19 , 19~:5 

Arthur Lourie 

In our memor~ndum of Janua~, 17 we informed. you that a special call for a 
day of lJ rayer on Saturday, Ja.nuc1.ry 27, was to be issued by the Synagogue 
Council of America. This call was sent out; and additional appeals were 
issued b~r both the Rabbinical Assembl~'" of Ar.1eri ca , the Rabbinical Council 
of America, as well as by the United Synagogue of America, t;1e Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, the Women 1s League of the United 
Synagocue of America and other national bodies . 

]y this time, the rabbis all over the country have received an appeal to 
devote Saturc1.a::;,, Januar-r 27 , to services and sermons, emphnsi zine; the vital 
stake which Jeus all over the worlcl have in the forthcor.iing meeting of the 
Presia.ent of the United States with the leaders of our allied nations . 

We indicated in our previous memorand.u.11 that emphasis should be placed. on 
the anxiety with which these deliberations are viewea. by Jm:s evcr:ri:1he1·e 
c1.nd. t!1eir hoJ1es that from them will emerge a new era in Je"..•ish history 
through the reconstitution of Palestine as a Jc,,rish Comnon,,calth . 

It is our fervent hope that steps have been taken by your Co~□ittee to 
insure the carrying out of the di r~cti vc and. that contact h.:..s been 
established uith the rabbis of your col11!!lnnity. 

We enclo~rn a form of prayer which has been submi ttcd to the rabbis over 
tho si nc .. turos of Dr. Stephen s. Uisc, Dr. Israel Goldstein, and Rabl:)i 
Wolf Gold. It would be very helpful if :rou were to follou Ul) this direct 
contact with tho rabbis and hel:n to insure the successful culmination of 
tho plc:,,n for t he day of prayer. 

We shall look forward eagerly for \·rord from you with regard to tho outcome 
of thj.s effort, as well as infonnation about what has been clone ,., ith 
reference to having tclccrams and messages sent to tho President by 
Christians and Jews alike . Again .we impress upon you the urgency of 
havin~ these messages sent before the Presi~ent leaves for his conference 
with 1-Ir. Churchill and Ur . Stalin. 

AL :TLF 
Enc. 
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[-;UGGES TED PF.AYER 1CR T~...J-Al3~TH £F JANUARY 6-27 

0 God, Thou gr~nt F.;Ove r nor of all the world and G1Wr<lj an of n:1.t,ionn , 

w i nvo] , Thy bl ,::;si e upo n t.h . l':rc:Ji d ,Ht. of 1,11c tT1ii tod State. ;,.n l r: y Thon 

th ,. t hir; rn-l .:•u~u.ration into office may b the harbingor of a wiGC' r ... ncl fr1itf tl 

adrn i i :.t rr ti on and m,J.rk th , bc{"i nn inr- of an u ra of ndu ri nr ,,JC(' . B Thou 

with hi.r, aG he r-mb:irk"G nron hi;. :-;n re <1 m 3nion to con r witl the' other l :.wc•r::; 

of th , F"rc .. a lib rr,tinr; nations, to uid i!l th aahicv •n nt of cp, dy victory 

a d in the pl:.mnin ~ and c;tablinhr.i8nt of a worlcJ orcl ' r of ,jur; , i t;, :nd ri ,l tco 1::;-

nf•S i;. Gr;nt him fortitud and vi r;o r, Gu:::;t:1Ln him in h ,11th , r 1irird hi r.i fro , 

d,J eer and ro cr,t h m i hard~hlp in hi::; f:oin for ·h ,ind in hir; cor,in,; b, • ,· , 

·in f~lorify hie nccuvorn w ,h nobl ac orn!)l nhm ,n r.. 

0 ChDmpion of th oprrnr,c ~t , bn"'tow Th~, spirit 'lT> n hP rounr.ilc ''Jf th, 

~rat 1 :rlcra of hn U itcd at on~ . Sr n~th n wt hin h m he rcnolvo"' to 

yram y itnr1 ~radica .: pprr] ::;r;ion , o h0,al h ,roundr, of r ;1nlrlnd , to 

!:lh r the 0f f Ir:racl . Awn.v.<m T ou 

h , hr ~,.rt:; f he r,r,olr r;M n of fr ~t~dom 1,o he rli;-h of' ·he ,n r ri vou~ly 

Gt rick vie i m~ of h , fo· of hu.r:1:nity . B hold , hr•y ar b:i.nl r:hPd from th ir 

h 'n ;, , < ri vr!n ·1i thou fl') d , ~;hcl nr or h pc nf~ riln.cP: of th , ~arth, 

f th .., b 'rc·:w"d 

: d th , wr .. 1 of Lh doomed tir he "oulr of ho rr ... ri lri; c1er:. to op n vr ry 

0 C' .r, hi ld re I:.ra 1 . h,·.r r alizo thu.t the 

rrJrld rLJ..l 1' ow r10 r,c :<; • 1 ( 11 w! o n.rn c)nn a.vrJd ',.r . o t f rLO, il rll 

v' o :1.r,., h0m.1',r; (1 aro "ivr.n rr•f11r• ·1. 1 un il :,11 \rho :1. , downt,ro den :r~ r., or ,d 

t,o h111:n rlitn: y, n.n inlnut ,y h:w va l,h d fro. thP, fac , of he oarth . 
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0 Lord God, stren~then the sense of justice in the~s of ~ 

are charged \-1::. th the fashioninG of ~- nei1 world, that they may rea.f'f'1r'm the 

pledge of ·the restoration of Zion made to the peo-,le of Is.ra0l by the nat-i-0-ns 

of the world, that they may see ancl espouse our right to establish a Jewish 

dom!!lonuealth in a free and undivid.ed land of Israel, whither our uprooted and 

hom eless brethren may go unhindered anc: unafraid, to rebuild their lives and 

to restcre their ancient heritage of faith, freedom and righteousness. 

In the name of the multitudes who have died for the sanctification of 

Thy Name, ,,,hose graves arP. not marked and whose ashes not gathered, we implore 

~hy grace upon the creat spokesmen of freedom. Gird them with fortitude and 

steadfastness to achieve the deliverance of humanity and Israel and to enhance 

the est~blish~ent of Thy kingdom on earth. Praised a rt Thou, O God, Who hearest 

our prnyers. Amen. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
~ -~ 

~<t2"MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Date 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

March 13, 1945 

- . 
Since our preceding memorandum of March 6, two items in the 
New York Times, dealing with Palestine, have attracted wide attention 
{ sec copies attached). Th9 following ,-,ill clarify, for your infol"­
mation and guidance, the attitude of the Zionist Emergency Council 
in regard to these reports. 

Tho essential need of tho Jewish people remains tho establishment 
of Palestine as the JO\·rish Oom□onwcalth. Only the Commom·rcalth 
would put an end to the basic problem of the homelessness of the 
Jews as a people and would make possible the rehabilitation of.the 
more than a million Jews in various countries of the Old World, 
shaken by tragedy n.nd facing a future without hope. 

As concerns the position of the Arabs in the Jewish Commonwpalth, 
full oquali ty of ci vie and religions rights for ull tho non-Jewish 
inhabitants of the Jm·1ish Commonwealth, irrcspoctivo of their numbc'rs 
at any given time, has boon rcitcrat 0.d by Zionist spokesmen over and 
over ngain as an int ocrD.l pn.rt of tho Zionist progrnnh Ml communal 
autonomy in rcgc.rd to religious. educational and social institutions 
would c.lso be ::1.ssurod4 This is fundc..mcntnl in our thinking o.nd needs 
no further crnph~sis. 

It is obvious thc.t the n.chievcncnt of the Jewish Oomnonuec.lth connotes 
largo Jewish inMigro..tion r.nd such prep.~rr.tory stops in Pl',lcstinc, 
including the necessary i',drnihi strati vc conditions o..s will r.1ckc l)Ossi­
blo speedy progress in tho desired di:rocti on.. In order to ini tic.to 
without dcley tho rescue of the trr:pp0d Jewish mnssos, to contribute 
to the relief of r['..Ci[',,l tension in tho O+d. World, [!lld to cut o.s short 
as possible the present st~tc of \mccrtninty in Po.lestinc, these 
ncnsurcs Must be innu..~rn.ted imr.1odil".toly. 

This fund['J:lcntcl posttion of Zi r. nisn reMnins unchnngod, ['..Ild should 
be our ['.nswcr to ::.ny runors. suggestions, or propose.ls \-Jith which 
1-10 mey be conf ronto~. It remnins the bn..si s of our donc.nds ~.nd should 
eovcrn our .'.".J?l)C['.ls to public opini0n r~nd our negotir-.tions ,'Ii th tho 
Powers of the world. 

It is inpossiblc t -1 s~, for the noncnt, to whnt extent the o.ttr'.chcd 
report fr 1m Jcrusnlon is bnsod on fnct or, if it be correct, to gnugo 
the noti~os of those pron~ting the rc,ortcd pl~n. Spccul~tion on 
either point would be futile. Wh~t is inport~nt is for us to realize 
that r:1['.ny such schoncs will be proposed :f'ron vr.rious sides w:t. th a. 
view to sidctrncking 0ur intcgrnl Zi onist progrr!!l , nnd 1-,c r.1Ust be 
prcpn.rcd to nr.int~.in our position vis-n-vi s nll such schcnos. 
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It should be specifico.,lly cnph~sizcd. tho,t insofo..r o.,s the .::',llogocl schcne 
of the Foreign Ministers of Aro.,b-spca.king Stntes contonp:}.o,tcs o.n 
arbitrary linitntion on Jewish innigrntion or n.bnndonncnt of the h ope 
for a Jewish Connonwenl th, it is conpletcly unncccptl'..blc. It i :~1 ; res 
tho esscnti['.,l ne·cds of tho JO\·Jish people nnd therefore flies in tho 
fnce of a basic rcnlity. 

On the ()thcr hnnd., the very :'..ppoarn.ncc of tho report indicc.tos th['.t 
even the Dost intrn.nsigcnt opponents 0f Zionis~ co..n no longer close 
their eyes tli the need f')r speedy larcc-scnlc Jewish i;.1:-.1igr.::-.,tion into 
Palestine. Insofar ns British opposition to the irv1edintc opening of 
Palestine to Jewish i :-,1nigrruits was oxyil[tincd. by tho fo['.r of Ar['.,b revolt, 
this repnrt shows, n.s we hrwc ['..lwr~s ;,1;;.intaincd , tho.,t such fonr is 
utterly baseless. For the Faroign Ministers of tho Ar2.b countries 
~.re hero st[.'.,tcd. tn be romly to r~eroc t o tho entry of o.,nother 300,000 
Jewish in:-iigrQ!lts. Our only ren,cti0n t o the report should therefore 
be that n0 shred of ['n excuse rcnrdns for kecpine P.!:llestine closecl to 
further inniernti 0.n penc:1.ing n c1_ccisi ·'.'> n ns t0 tho c ou."'ltryls I>Olitic['.,l 
future; c.nd. thn.t wl).ile c'..iccussions nrc continuing with reference to 
the future stc..tus of Pc,lcstinc • lnrge-scG.le in;i igr.'.;,ti on of Jews shoulc: 
be resuno~ ~t ~nee. 

In the li cht of the ['..bovc cutlino our n.ction rennins unchCT1.gecl ['.Ile: is 
directcc: to: the Jewish Cor-r:10m.,r0,[',lth , i:-1r10cli t'.tc nnss i:1nic;r.::.ti on nnd 
o. c1.ocision c.t the cnrlicst p0ssiblc :v::-10nt , We rcpc:1t fror.1 our lnst 
ocnornnc::tun tho o..ction rm \·rhich y 0ur crrnpc ro.tion ir1 req_ucstcC:.e 

.AL:CK 
Encs. 

( n) A nu.,bc r :) f no..s s c:0;1nns t r[·.t i ons ~.re being plr.nnec1. by the 
Council in c0n,juncti ,,n with the A."1cricc.n Jewish C0nfcrcncc 
in nnjor cities throuch ou.t tho c .)untry. if your city is 
one in which such [', c'.c:.10nstr['.tion is t o to.kc Tll [',cc. you will 
be rcccivine further instrncti 0ns sh0rtly. 

(b) A Gt['.,tc:-1cnt to be si:-;noc1. b~r .::-.s n['.ny St:.ito Goyc rnors c-,s 
l)Os si blc is boinc; propr.rct ['.nt will be sent out t o key 
chr.imon in tho respective sto.tos f or action. 

( c) The k10ric;:m Pa l es tine Conni ttoc n.nc~ the Chria•irm Council 
f -- r Pr•,l cst inc l'.rc to be ::1nbi li zcc1_ in supr:errt of t he 0bovc 
objectives . 

( c') Newspnpcr n!1c'_ r o.l.i 9 C(•: non t t~t ·, rs :ius t be seen c.nc1_ Gi vcn tho 
noCCSS['.ry inf '"' r:lr.ti on s o ['.S t r, 0btn.in r.11 possible publici­
ty for '1Ur (c:1nnc1.s • 



From New York Times, Sunday, March 11, 1945 

ARAB COMPROMISE ON ~WS REPORTED 

Christ 1.ans Would Hold Balance of Power Under 
__ Plan for Equal Palestine Populations 

:By Julian Louis Meltzer 

J erusalem , March 10 ... The Foreign Mini st ors of Arab States, who a.rafted the 
constitution of the proposed Arab league at their recent Cairo confLrcnco, arc 
understood to have decided to recommend a compromise soluti0n on Palo Gtinc for 
acceptanco by the Palestinian Arabs, according to a well-infonnod Arab source 
here. 

The com:promise is s-:-id to include the principle of equal politico.l and 
civil rights for Jews and Moslcms, leaving to Chri Btirui Aro.b resident s of 
P['..lcstino the power of veto. The Arab Foreign Ministers would be prc11:1red 
una_c r this plnn to obtnin agrOCJllcnt from Palestine Mosloms to early Jewish 
immigration of 200,000 to 300,000 IJersons,· This, they feel, would provide 
some rclie"lf for Jewish refugees, 

Under such a plan, Moslem leaders argue, the 700,000 JewiGh inh~bitc..nts 
woild be increased to 1,000,000 within a short period, equal to tho foslcm 
popu.ln.tion. Thero arc about 150,000 Christinn Arr.bs, who would thus hold the 
b .lance of power. 

A local Ar~b politic~l observer said tho Arab renction might ~t first be 
n.crimonious, especially among younger elements who hold violent n :J.ti onnlistic 
vim·rs , but that th'-1 g ·mornl feeling ul tim::,.,toly would bo to acGcpt the p l:.'.. n , 

:Britn.in then, he saitt, would turn oYcr it~ Pr.lectine mroidn.tc to a _ro rrrmncmt 
Uni tcd Nn.tions authority that would emerge from the San Francisco tc.lkse 

The nain Zionist complnint against th0 co::rpromisc plan is tho..t it is 
designed Hololy to me1."'t tho PrLlosti no problem without remedying tho world 
J0wi sh situation. While s01:1 e Zi onists bclif've thP.t nurvi ving J ewish cor1..·:nmi tics 
in Europe ,-.ill improve after tho war ~nd th0. urgency of Jewish mir;rLl.tiun 
problm:rn will be r emoved, Zionist lenders like D,.vid :Ben Gurion, ohain:r.n of 
tho Jowi3h Agency executive here, ns:;crt that the need for Jowish ::i.igro.tion 
wi 11 persist . 

I 
While accepting the -principlu 1)f poli ticP.l pr.ri ty with tho Arc..bs, the 

Zionists innist that Jewish i,:'ligrn.tion into P['.lostiny r:ust be unconditione.l 
n.nd unlir.1it0n. They declare the Jews nocd Po.lestinc ns a roho.bilitation center 
and us un ~roa in which to rcg~in political statehood. 



From New York Times, Monday, March 12, 1945 

AJmOAl) 

Arabs Propose Comnrornise on Palestine 

]y Anne O'Hare McCormick 

The New York Times correspondent in Jerusalem reports that at the meeting 
held recently in Cairo to draft a constitution for the proposed league of Arab 
states the Foreign Ministers recommended a compromise solution o~ Palestine to 
the Palestinian Arabs. The first point of interest in this recommendation is 
that it comes from the Arabs. ]efore the Cairo meeting there was no evidence 
that the Arab leaders were ready to offer any pGsitive suggestion for the 
settlement of one of the thorniest of post-war problenm. ~elr~eompromising 
opposition to any extension of Jewish immigration into Pe.1.estlne and t~e uncom­
promising stand of the Zionists for unrestricted immigration and a Jewish state 
combined to create a deadlock from which there seemed to be no wa;r out• 

The s~cond point of interest is that the suggestion is made by the Arabs 
at the very moment when they are getting down to business in organizing a \Ulited 
Arab front. Until now seasoned observers in the I-riddle East never believed that 
the Arab states could get together, even in the loosest tonn of federation. 
And it will b~ loose; in discussing tho prospects in January, members of Arab 
govenunents made it very clear that their separate •1ndependenceW was their 
first concern. 

Nevertheless, the project is going forward. The Arab nations are clos~r 
now than they have been in modern history. There will certainly be some form 
of Arab union. Pan-Arabia is set to be a political f actor in the new world, 
Former doubters finally admitted this, but added that only one tie binds these 
disparate nations, and that 1s their common opposition to Zionist expansion• 

Yet tho first thing the Arab Ministers do when they begin to organize ie 
to offer the only constructive suggestion they have ever publicly put forth o~ 
the Palestine question. A month ago the Palestinian Arabs were standing finnl;y 
on the :Bri t1 sh Whi to Paper and declaring they would fight any ext ensi01~ of the 
immigration quota when it expi rod in June. :fow the Foreign ?!ini st ors propose 
that up to 300,000 more Jews be admitted at tho earliest ~ossiblo datoa 

This is news, indeed, and news of great significance. Not only docs it 
indicate a change in Arab policy inside Palestine, for when the Ministers s~ 
they "would be prepared to obtain agreement" from Palestine r~oslcms, 1 t means 
that agreement has been secured. It follows too clo sely on the mect1ngs of 
President Roosevelt and Primo Minister Churchill with tho Arab loaders not to . 
be a sco_uol to those talks, especially since it fits in with the :British desire-­
not so. evident in times past but pushed ha.rd lately by Lord Gort and Sir mwa:rd 
Grigg--ta get Jews and Arabs to settle the question among themselves. Ana. since 
the United States, in pledges from both parties, ha~ assumed dircet responsibil­
ity in the settlement, tho President is also anxious for a solution that mi ght 
satisfy the Zionists without antagontzing the Arabs. 

The :proposed. ple.n won I t do that. According to Mr. ?191 tzorl s ro1Jort, it 
provides for equal politic~l and civil rights for Jews and Moelems by bringing 
the Jewish population up to 1,000,000, to match tho Mosloms. It would establish 
tho J?ari ty advocated by Dr. Judah Magncs, though whether parity is to be main­
tained by his fonnula of balancing the higher Arab birth rate by' more Jewish 
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immigration is not disclosed. The Christian Arabs, about 150,000 in number, 
arc not included in the equation, which gi vcs them the balance of po\rnr. In 
the event of a solution on these lines, or pres\lJI1ably any lines that could 
be c.grccd upon, the British are said to be ready to turn over the Pclestine 
mantnte to a permanent United Nations Authority. 

The Zionists will uncloubtcdly reject the plan as it stnnds. It c'.c!lios 
their a_emand for unlirni t~d immigration, :prevents thorn from ever becominG a 
m['..jority, and blocks their central aim of setting up~ Jewish nation and ma.ccing 
Palestine a Jewish stutc. For this aim they hnvc :planned , toiled, ngit~tcd, 
invested vast sums and vaster energy to transform the stony hills of their 
Promised Ln.nd into a garden, Hitler helped them by mcl{ing Europe into something 
worse thnn hell for Jew~; but aside from tho victims of Hitler, the settlers in 
Pc:.lcstino cpnsti tuto perhaps the happiest and most satisfied colony on this 
sad and wni,-woary earth. 

But the elements of the situation arc chan6ing, The Arabs are changing, 
ns this initiative signifies. So arc the relations between the !!iddlc East and 
the we~tcrn world. In no foreseeable time will the lot of the Jews surviving 
in Europe,.and those who elect to go back. be what it was in the last h~dcous 
decade. The victors will sec to that n.s stornly as they sec to tho c_iso.nn~ont 
of Gcrmnny. If we arc goi~g back 'into such conditions and such a world; the 
wnr t 1ill be lost n.ii.d Palestine will be no safer than CzcchoslovoJda uas, or 
the Uni tcd States would be. r:orcovcr, the Je1,;s from eastern Europe t·.rill not 
be pcrnittcd to ornigr~te to P['.,lostinc. 

These consideration$ hnve nothing to do with the Zionist cc'..sc, one 1.:1ey or 
tho other, but they might induce the wiser lcnlcrs to study tho Arn.b pro~osnls 
as o.. be.sis for-discussion. Tho .A.rn.bs hr.vo strcnr;thencd their J)osi tion by t~J<ing 
the ini ti.-:.ti ve, rnd the plon gi vos ther.i r. pormr.nent mo.jori ty by yiuttinG the 
Christi-m Arabs into ['., s:pccia.l cntogorJ •. But if tho princi:9lc of compromiGc 
is r-.ccc1)tcd , and the problem can be solved. by clirect nogotin.tions bot ,con 
.A.rubs nnd Jews, tho terms ccill pc changed. The crux of the rnc.ttcr is tho..t the 
c:-rds 0rc evidently str.ckoc: for a compromise, rmd this alters the p osition of 
all the parties to tho dispute. 
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'7'imerican Zioni.Jt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America A r,ALL TO .ACTIO 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

!larch 16, 194.5 

Throughout the entire course of this war, the democratic peoples have looke 
forvJard to the day when the United Nations will eather around the peace table and 
establish a blueprint for the future. The war is not yet over, but in San Fran­
cisco on April 25th will be held an important forerunner of the ultimate peace 
table meetings. Forty-five nations will be present. They will frame the con­
stitution of a new international organization to succeed the League of Nations. 

Vlhile actual details of the peace will not be settled here, momentous deci­
sions will be taken, decisions affecting virtually all the peoples of the world. 
~e must make our voice heard at this Conference, and we must ring to the atten­
tion of the world the grave urgency of the Jewish case. Next month all Jewish 
immigration into Palestine nill cease. An intolerable situation, one that cries 
out for justice to the very heart of humanity, will be created when these dooru 
shut in the face of our despairing brethren. This is the time to act. History 
is on the march and we dare not fail. 

The duty of the American Zionist Emergency Council to mobilize public opin­
ion behind our cause ia clear. A series of mass meetings will take place in com­
munities throughout the country, and we call upon chairmen of local emergency com­
mittees to carry out this campaign with all the vigor at their command and to use 
all their influence in support of our program to obtain a hearing at the San Fran­
cisco Conference. An accompanying memorandum from Arthur Lourie, Political Sec­
retary of the Council, outlines how your committee can do its part. 

recisely what form our specific demands will take is now being v10rked out. 
But the important thing is that in addition to achieving a hearing in San Fran­
cisco, we arouse public opinion behind our demand for opening the gates of Pales­
tine and its reconstitution as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

In conclusion, a word of warning. It seems San Francisco will not be the 
final tribunal on the Palestine question. 'J.'he vital decisions will be taken else­
where. But we must make the San Francisco Conference a sounding-board for our 
cause. The world should hear us now. In all justice, the case of the Jewish 
people must be heard in this historic prologue to the future. We urge you to 
toke immediate action. 

W/G:F!im 

Stephen S. Vlise 
Chairman 

Sincerely yours, 

Hayim Greenberg 
Chairman, Executive Committee 



• At.(ERICAN ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. COlTFIDENTLU, 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date March 15, 1945 

From Arthur Laurie 
Political Secretary 

Follm··int.: our previous memoranda, and in confonni ty with the accompanyi~ 
letter of Dr. Wise and Mr. Heyir.i Greenberg, we now wish to give you detailed. 
and s~ecific instructions as to what immediate action should be taken in your 
community regarding the San Francisco Conference and our demand to be heard in 
sup~ort of unrestricted Jewish immigration into Palestine and its reconstitution 
as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

It is imperative that the e~ergency committee meetings discussed in our e&rlier 
memoranda be held as soon as possibles more specifically, sometime luring the 
three-week period Aprill to April 21. The American Jewish Conference is co­
operating with us in sponsoring these all-important mass demonstrations and 
with this ~)owerful united Jewish front we must proceed now to mobilize public 
opinion behinl us. 

This meetine in your city must be successful. It must be well attended. It 
must b~ launchel with the widest possible publicity and when it finally takes 
place, it must be without question the biggest event of its kind in your com­
munity. 

We suggest you take the following steps immediately: 

1. Contact the American Jewish Conference delegate in your area and with 
him fonnulate concrete plans for your r.ieeting: ,1ace, date, time. 

2. Invite the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council o~ 
Palestine, if such committees function in your community, to arrange meetings 
under Christian auspices and if not , to join with your committee in having 
outsta~ding Christian speakers address the meeting. 

3. Your local committee should act at once as follows: 

a. Secure a centrally located meeting place on an afternoon or 
evening between Aprill and April 21 on a day when no other 
mass meeting or competing affair is •cheduled. 

b. Invite outstanding speakers to address the meeting: spe~kers 
well know in your com."lunity such as jurists, legislators, 
clergymen of all faiths, business and civic leaders, etc. 

c. Contact radio commentators nnd directors of radio stations in 
your city and acquaint them with the purpose of the meetin~ 
and its program. Stress the fact that this program h~s popular 
support; that the meeting itself deals with a subject of great 
newsworthiness at this time, particularly in view of the recent 
Middle East talks of Roosevelt, Churchill and the Arab rulers. 



• 

- 2 -

d. See your newspaper publisher. Thi$ is best done oy 2.rran:;in.::.; ~or 
e. comr:iittee of influential business leaders to call upon hi :·! an(. 
emphasize their interest in this meetL1G. If it is n()t fea.G~.ble to 
visit the publisher, have someone of p rominence cc:11 upon "vJ1e ec1..i tor. 
At all times stress the fact that this rneetin~ is nm·1s -- becaus e it 
isJ Palestine is in the headliner. toda,:' a.s it has never been before. 

e. irave someone visit colrnnnists and editorial writers. Stress t:1e 
tremendous human and. social implications of our ca.use an(. tl:.e fact 
that the entire problem of rehabilitation of pco·{;J.es is inv-01··.-ed. 
Columnists and cdi to rial writers are f()revnr in need. of ma.tcrlal, 
and tho l'alentino question is a s:pringboard for which the~, will be 
grateful . 

f . Enlist the aid of ministers and. church organizations, stress the 
overwhelming humani ~arian asr,ects of this caus0. Inc'oed , i~ is 
almost 11:ipossi ble today to discuss current events, the post-war 
world, the cours e of the pen.ce, without touchi ng uuon the ::ida.1e 
East ancl Palestine. 

g. Place posters ana. placards advertisini:; the meetinr in public :;laces 
such as store windows, billboarcls, etc.; youth orr~cnizations, the 
YMHA's and YHCA 1s, colle::;e ~ulletin boa rds, etc . 

In b ).:-icf, utilize every -possible mccliu.:n of publicity to enlist air. for the ;.1e cti~~- , 
interest in its program, ancl attenc:•.1nce when it takes 1Jlace . 

Enclosed heretith is the follo1inR: 

1 , Suec;ested Press material - a sam'Y1le rel c ·.se ancl a follou-up release. 
2 . Sugr;ested news)?aper and mag,:.a.zi~e editori ;:ls. 
3. Sugcested material for use of columnists and comment a tors. 
4 . Sug6esti ons for advertisP,nents, throw-a\/:iys, etc . 

The above material is for your ,:.uidance anc'!. should. not be used. verba t .!.:1 . Ue Hi sh 
to avoic. "canned" nE.:.tion-wide J,Ublicity . 

We shall senc~ you u. sugi:;estcd. resoluti on to be submitted to your meetinG• 

If you need any further aid, let us know. Please direct your rcquoztG to 
Mr . Ys o.~"e Hassan, Director of Special Services an<l. Events of this office . 

It is of the r;reatest im..,1ortance tha.t we hear from you im!'nediately. ':1he voice of 
the Jeui sh peo7",le must be heard at th ,':\ San Frnnci sco Conference. We count on you 
to c[1,rr; th1·our.h with all tho enerp-y at your comnand. Our leaC:.ers ri1 i..st fO to 
San J).·ancisco _anne4....!ri th_ natiqnn.l public su11:vort . 

AL:FBP 
Encs. 
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THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE .AND 
SHOULD NuT BE TURl'iED IN VER.BAT IM. 

HASS r:E'.IDTING TO DE11AND HEARIUG FOR JEWS 

AT SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 

TO URGE I lllEDIATE OPENING OF PALEST I::]) TO EUROPE I S SU?.VIVI:7G J".J\'IS 

Decla rin6 that spokesmen for the Jewish people r'\ust be given an opportunity 

to snbmi t their case for the Tiostwar reconstruction of the Jm,ish pco·)lc n.t t11P 

fort hcor, i ng San Francisco Confere'!lc<' on A:r)ril 25th, 1:r. , len.d.inr, --------
:·!1e;r:-:bc1' of the (nnme of community) Je\lish Com"'luni ty, today annom1ccc. P. 1,1n.Bs 

meetin6 to be held April , unc;_cr tho auspices of the A.'71cricr...n Jm·ris:1 Ccmforcnce, --
c,nc.1 the (nane of community-) Zionist Emergency Committee. 

!~r. , who is Chai rrnan of tho Cammi t tee n.rrcnci~1 : the meet----------
i nt· ,-,hi ch will be held in .{prune of h~ll), said th ·.t t .1e ass embl" will co.11 for the 

rescttlcmoa~ of Europe 1s dis1)osscssed Jeus in Pn.lestinR and the roconst:.tution r,f 

th8.t cou_r1t ry as the Jewi c;h Comnonweal th. 

":3er,inning next month, no r.10re Je,,.rs ·will b,) permitted to rec"·,ch c. haven in 

Palestine bccauce of the infnmous Ohan'Jorlain ivhi te Paper, 11 ::r. ---------
e:::pl 2inecl. "In simr,le justi.ce to the Jev!ish ~)cople, first victi n::; in the :;true:,le 

for cl..em ocrD-cy, the doors of Fa.lestinc must be :rep t open for those J ouc ,:·1 1 have 

survi ye cl thA horrors of l~azi sn. All thE. t kenps t hcY1 ali vc now in tho :10· e of 

rc0-cl1ing Pal e tine. 11 

Ho declnrcd that the r:10otlnc , which will b 0 addrcssN· by ou.t str.nc".ing 

nc.tional figures and spokesncn of £ill f r., i ths, 1ill strc3s the f~ct thv,t tho 

question of movinr~ Europe's dispossessed Jni.rs to Fr:lo.tlne ia u.n intco;r o.l part 

of the entire problem of rehabilitE!.ti.on of peo les. 

At t;.1.-3 San l1rancisco Conference, it is plannec. to present an overall program 

to meet the needs of the war-ravag ed peOJ)le. This progrnm, which hc.s been formu­

lc:..t.ed b~" t!l~ American .Jewish Conference, a body reJ:)resentlng the c·eat majority of 

(more) 
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the Jews of the United StHtes, in adc!.ition to the reconstitution of Pc.lestine as 

a Jet.rish Commonweal th, calls for a Bill of Rights to safeguard minorities every­

uhere, mea.sures for rehabilitation, indemnification of victims of lJc'..zism and 

punishment of war criminals. 

11 It is ironic that the Jews, who wore the first victims of :~azi ag2:ression 

a.ncl Hhose casualties proportionatel:r are creater than eny other r,eo~qle, will not 

hf'.ve an official place at the San Frr,ncisco Conference 1:1hile last minute Allies 

who hac_ ne-.r-er bP,en c~istinguishecI. for their loyalty to the Uni tec1. N:.,.ti ons arc 

invited participa.."'1.ts at the i;.,orl c"'.. parley . 11 

Loc rtl delegates of the A.'":1erican Jewish Conference are : 

Eer.1bers of the _i_n,a:ne of comr:1un~. t~,r )_ Zi o:1i st Energency Cammi t tee n.rc: 

--30--
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SuG6ested follow-up release to local newspapers 
after first release has been turned in. 

THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE A.ND 
SHOULD NOT BE USED VERBATIM. 

__ (.._n_am_e_o_f_s __ -r_e_ak_e_r ... )_ TO ADD~SS RALLY 

DEMANDING THAT JEWS SHOULD 13E HEARD AT SAU FRA.lTC ISCO CO~TFERJ:.JCE 

Mr. _________ will hea0. a list of distineuished sJ1eakers who will 

address a giant mass meetinbt (day and date) at (no.me of hall) •dema~c.inr; Jewish 

representation at the San Fr8ncisco Conference, it was announced tod~y. His 

nubject will be _____________ . Earlier, he ,dll speak over Sta ti on 

on· . ----------
In disclosing Ur. _________ 1s acceptance as ~1rincipal spcr1.ke r, 

Hr. ________ , Chairman of the Arr..::.ngcr.10nts CornMittce, st,!.tcc. that the 

meetin;::; will be held under the auspices of the Am cricnn Jm-lish Conference and the 

(name of comrnuni ty) Zionist Ernerbcncy Corn!'!l i ttee. He declared : 

11:fr. ________ has long made clear .his sympathy with the !1li ght of 

the Jeuish victims of Hitlerisrn in :Europe, and his conviction tha t the doors of 

Pales tine must be opened and Palestine itself reconstituted as a Je,,!ish Cor.imon­

weal th." 

Other speakers, a.s nnnounced by l!r. will include: --------
-----· 

A resolution will be introduced at the meetinc demanding tht·.t the Jewish 

people, greatest sufferers of Nazism, be given the right to present their case 

in the same manner given other peo~lesat San Francisco, ::r. _______ _ added. 

"The point here seems to me to be one of sim11le fair play ," he an::;crted. 

11 3'orty-five nations will meet in San Francisco. They n.re establis~i-n:; the basis 

for an international organization thnt will shape the future. 

"Nations which declared war a ,ainst the Axis only within the +a.st fortnight 

have been invited to attend, They will take prrt in the proccecin6s . They w~ll 

(more) 
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be on hand to protect their interests. 

11 Even tho Arab nations, which at best were grudgingly neutr01 ruia_ a.t worst 

literally had to be coerced to remain 'noutral, 1 have been invited• ]ut the 

Jeuish poople have been ignored. Any discussions that m~r take :•?lace nbout 

Palestine and post-war reconstruction of devustated Europe will a~pure~tly be 

unilateral discussions -- with the Jews told later what will hap:pen to t .. 1em. 
, 

"In the name of ordina!"J justice, we demand a chance to be heara_ at San 

Fro.ncisco, to present our case for the rehabilitation of the Je,.rish i)eO:._)le, the 

opening of the doors of Palestine to the remnants of European Jewr.r and the 

reconstitution of Palestine as a Je .·ish Commonwealth." 

--30--
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THIS IS FOR YOUR GUID.IU10E AND 
SHOULD NOT BE 'A!Rl'{ED IN VERB.A.TIU. 

EDITORIAL 

Oh the evening of __________ , a mass meeting dedicated to one of 

the great humani~arian projects of our time will be held at _________ _ 

under the auspices of the American Jewish Conference, and the (name of comn:upity) 

Zionist Emergency Committee. 

Men and nomen of all faiths and creeds will join in urging that the Jewish 

people have a voice at the United Nations parley at San Francisco, .A.pril 25. They 

will plead, as they have done so often before, that the gates of Palestine be 

open to the pauperized Jews of Europe and that Palestine, so long the spiritual 

haven of a tragic race, be reconstituted as a Jewish CoIDnDnwealth in accord with 

the Balfour Declaration. This Declaration has been endorsed by 52 nations of the 

world. It had been affirmed and re-affirmed by every President of the United States 

since its prormlgation. 

If e~er there was desperate need for Palestine to be open to the victims of 

the world's monstrous eruelty• it is B.Q.E, If ever there was a time when this plea 

should be heard, it is &£!!. when the fir st of the peace table meetings takes place 

at San Francisco• and a blueprint of the world of tomorrow - a world in which all 

minorities will be given the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness -­

will be drafted. 

The justice of the Jewish case is underlined by the ironic fact that dele­

gates of the Arab nations will be present in San Francisco to protect their 

interests in the Middle East and Palestine. In the narne of ordinary decency and 

fairness. the Jews should be permitted equally to be heard and to protect their 

interests. 

Justice, after all, is indivisible. 

* 

3/16/45 



• THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE AND 
SHOULD NOT BE TURNED IN VERl3ATI1''1. 

EDITORIAL 

One of the great tragedies of our time has been the brutal, calculated and 

alrmst incredible mass extermination of the Jewish people. It is a tragedy of such 

enormity that the human mind finds it difficult to encompass it. 

Throughout this terrible war. all men of goodwill have looked forward to the 

day when the victors will gather around the peace table and forge a new world, dis­

pensing justice to all peoples. All this simply heightens the fact that represen­

tatives of · the Jewish people -- the same people that has be en almost decimated in 

the last ten years -- have not been invited to present their case before this 

preliminary peace tribunal. 

While it is true that actual details of the peace will not be settled at 

San Francisco, decisions of far-reaching importance will be taken. If mandates 

are discussed, it is hard to believe that the subject of Palestine will not be 

' discussed. Whatever the case, the Arab states have been invited to attend and 

thus be present to protect their interests in the Middle East. 

In common decency, the Jews should be given the opportunity to have their 

voice heard as well. Their case is made the stronger by the fact that next month 

Jewish immigration into Pale::;tine will cease under the terms of the British White 

Paper issued by Chamberlain in an era of appeasement. How can one look on unmoved 

at the spectacle of the remnants of a tortured and pauperized European Jewry plead­

ing to enter the Promised Land, and watch the gates of Palestine clang shut at the 

moment of their greatest need? 

To protest this conspiracy of silence. a mass meeting is being held at 

__________ on __________ . 

We hope that the Powers-that-be will at long last recognize that the Jews 

who have been attacked and nnrdered as Jews have the right to speak and be heard as 

Jews when decisions are taken affecting their future . 

3/16/45 • • • 
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THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE AND 
SHOt:LD NOT l3E TURNED II VERl3AT IM. 

EDITORIAL 

.Among the profound problems of the world today is the rehabilitation of 

peoples. No pen could paint the sum total of mass horror and agony visited upon 

the little peoples of the world by Hitler and Japanese fascism. Particularly 

singled out for a CaJ.vary of their own have been the Jews of Europe. Their casualty 

lists of 5,000,000 exceed that of any other people. 

Today, small Palestine has contributed more than 30,000 Jewish soldiers to 

the Allied cause -- fighting in the Jewish Brigade and in units of the British 

Army -- a voluntary enrollment (for there is no conscription in Palestine) e~uiVBr!­

lent to an enlistzoont of 8,000,000 Americans. Jews are fighting on every dem:,cratic 

forefront of the world. 

All this makes even more hard to understand why the Jewish people have not 

been imri ted to the April 25th San Francisco Conference to which, ironically enough, 

delegates of the Arab nations have been invited. In all fairness, if it is deemed 

advisable to ha~e Arabs present to protect their interest.sin the Middle EaEt and 

Palestine, it should also be deemed advisable to have spokesmen for the Jews present. 

A mass meeting to ask that this simple right be accorded the Jewish people --

as has been accorded other peoples -- will be held the night of ____ . _____ _ 

under the joint auspices of the American Jewish Conference and the (name of com­

mmi ty) Zionist Emergenny Committee. 

Speakers of all faiths will urge that justice be done to a sorely tried 

people. We join with the Jewish community in demanding that in the name of common 
. 

decency, the Jews should be permitted spokesmen at San Francisco, that the doors of 

Palestine be open to the survivors of European Jewry, and that Palestine, in accord­

ance with the terms of the mighty Balfour pledge of Great Britain, be reconstituted 

as a Jewish Commonwealth, 

• • 
3/16/45 .. 
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SAMPLE MATERIAL TO BE SENT TO 
EDITORIAL \tRITERS. COLUMNISTS AND RAI)IO COMMENT.A.TORS 

In connection with the mass meeting to be held A.pril _______ under 
auspioes of the A.merican Jewish Conference and the (name of com.rr.unity)Zionist 
Emergency Committee at __________ , we are submitting below some facts 
and general material. on Palestine and the Jewish question. We trust that they 
may be of interest to you and that you may find it possible to make some use of 
them. 

Sponsored by organizations which represent the vast majority of the 
Jewish people of the United States, this meeting is being held for a three-fold 
purpose: 

1. To demand a hearing for the Jewish people at the San 
Francisco Conference April 25. 

2. To plead that the doors of Palestine be open to the 
remnants of European Jewry who are now in an appalling 
condition. 

3. To demand the reconstitution of Palestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth in accord with the Balfour Declaration. 

As you lmow, the San Francisco Conference will devote itself to the 
fornulation of an international organization to deal ,·Ii th post-war problems. 
Among the forty-five governments which have been invited are included several 
Arab states. Certain of these are noteworthy not only for their systematic 
failure to cooperate with the United Nations in the war effort, but also for 
their long standing pro-Axis sympathies. 

Although the agenda of the San Francisco Conference has not been 
announced, indications are that the question of mandates -- and thus directly 
and indirectly that of Palestine -- will be raised. It seems to us, there­
fore, both as a matter of logic and a matter of elementary justice, that 
spokesmen for the Jewish people should be there to submit their case. 

The Jewish people feel that having been an ally of the United Nations 
de facto, if not de jure, it should be afforded the opportunity to be heard 
at San Francisco and thus be given the sane right to protect its interests as 
other nations. 

At the San Francisco Conference, the Jewish people plan to present an 
overall program to meet the needs of war-ravaged nations. In addition to the 
reconsti"1tion of Palestine as a Jewish Common\'1eal th, the program calls for a 
Bill of Rights to safeguard minorities eTerywhere, measures for rehabilitation, 
indemnification of Tiotims of Nazism and punishment of war criminals. 

Under the terms of the White Paper, the last immigration certificates 
will be used up next month and the doors of Palestine will shut completely 
upon the Jews. Palestine, in which more than ~500,000,000 has been poured 
by the Jews and which has been ,1atered by the blood and sv,eat of millions of 
their brethren, becomes the one land in the world which they are not permitted 
to enter. 

• • • • • 
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The existence of a Jen·ish Commonweal th in Palestine will not only provide 
a permanent home and security for hundreds of thousands of homelese and uprooted 
Jews, but will also serve to remove the stigma of "r.anderers 11 from the Jewish 
people and eliminate the fundamental disability under which they live as compared 
with other peoples. 

'lhe defeat of the A.xis uill not normalize Jewish life in DJ.rope. Today, 
liberated European Jer1·ry has been pauperized and in many countries y;ill have little 
chance of returning to social and economic equality. Palestine alone offers them 
the possibility of a normal existence. Palestine alone will welcome them not as 
aliens, not as transients, not as refugees, but as incoming citizens, 

At least 4,000 , 000 additional immigrants can be absorbed by Palestine 
without disturbing the present inb.abitants, according to Dr. Walter O. Lowdermilk, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture authrrity. Palestine today has a population of 
1,800,COO. It is' interesting to note that Massachusetts, considerably smaller in 
area, supports a population of more than 4,000 ,0uO . 

As a result of the Allied victory in World War I, the .A,t'abs received 
sovereignty over more than 1,200,000 sq. mi. The Jews have only tiny Palestine to 
elaim as their omi: in area lesR than 1/100 of the .A,rab lands. 

The story of Jewish Palestine's contribution to the Y:ar effort is still 
one of the best kept secrets of the war. Thousands of Jewish soldiers have died on 
the battlefields of Greece, Cret e , Libya, Ethiopia and Egypt, and today 30,0uO Pal­
es tinian Jewish soldiers -- equivalent to a voluntar.y enrol~nent of 8, 000 ,000 
.Americans -- are fighting in the Jewish Brigade and in British uni ts. 

As a result of Jewish medical and sanitation efforts, the Arabs in 
Palestine enjoy the lowest mortality rate in the entire Middle East, and the Arabs 
of Palestine are the best paid in the Middle East. 

Agrieulture and food production has been expanded to an extent that 
Palestine now constitutes a major source of supply for military and civilian needs 
in the entire Middle East. 

3/16/45 



' . .Auspices of 
AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

and 
(nap of comnunity) ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

PROGRAM: -·---
( CHAIRMAN) 
SPEAKER 
SPEAKER 
SPE!KER 

11 I know how long and ardently 
the Jewish people have worked 
and pr~ed for the establish-
ment of Palestine as a free • 
and democratic Jewish Comzoon­
wealth. I am convinced that 

WE .lSK 

I -- That the Jews be heard at the san 
Francisco UnitGd)Jations Conference 
April 25·, to preaent the oase for 
a people ubo haYe suffered 5,000,000 
dead und who were the first victims 
of Nazism. 

II -- That the gates of Palestine be 
opened to the survivors of European 
Jewry who have no other haven. 

III - That Palestine be reconstituted as 
a Jewish Comzronwealth. in accord 
with the mighty pledge of Great 
Britain endorsed by 52 nations of 
the world and re-affirmed by every 
President of the United States since 
its promulgation. the ..American people giTe their 

support to this aim." .. President Roosevelt 

at 

Wednesday, AP R I L 0 l 9 4 5 

8:00 P. M. 

(you set the date) 

A D M I S S I O N FREE FREE .1 D M I S S I O N 

OE~AIN YOUR TICKETS (If you print tickets) 
at 
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AMERICAN ZI ONIST EMERGElJCY COUNCIL 

Constituent Or .::;anizations 
Hadassah, Women 1 s Zioni st Organization of .America 
Mizracni OrbDni zation of Ar.ierica 
Po ale Zion- Zeire Zion of .Ancrica 
Zionis t Or5anization of America 

I 

342 Madicon Avenue 
Ne17 York 17, M. Y. 

Murr ay Hill 2 - 1160 

March 26, 1945 

At a meeting of the American Zionist_]inergency Council last Monday night 
cons ideration was given to a telegram addre~sed to the Council fror:1 New· York 
nnd r eceived at this office on March 12tn • . The telegram calls for unity in 
the Zioni s t move□ent here , the reorganization of the Council , militant action 
and the r eturn of Dr , Silver to leadership , Your name appears among the s i gna­
tories to the telegram. 

This reply is being written you at the direction of he Council and in 
accordance with the views expressed at that meeting. It is not propos ed to entar 
here into the rights nnd wrorigG of the events which led up to Dr . Silver ' s 
r es i gnat ion, Suffice it to say that \1hile a genuine diff er ence vdth rer~ard to 
tactics and procedure existed within the Council I there was never any quest ion 
of 11 mil it ant II or non- militant act ion. Every c;roup rep r esented in the Council 
and every individual r epr esenting these groups is deeply concerned with the 
a c:1 i evement of our goal £Q.R and not in ::;ome distant future , and is anxiou:; t" 
take all necessary and appropriate measures to that end. At the same time there 
·Nas a diff eren<00 i n judgment as to the steps to be taken at a given moment for 
the furtherance of our aims and since the view of the majority, r eached after a 
f ull and free discussion , v;as not that of Dr. Silver, he tende red his r es i6nn-
t ion as Chairman. 

It ::;llould be not ed that there have been three elections of officers in th$ 
Emergency Council since its incep tion, A Co- Chair Qanship waG established for 
t~e first tine TThen Dr. Silver wns elected Chairman of the Executive Committ ee. 
Unfortunately it proved un~o r kable and the Council was f aced, in the li~ht of 
its experience of the result::; of divided responsibility, with the matter of 
electing a single chairman. In the existing Gituntion it v,as the judgrient of 
a majority that Dr, Wise should serve as that chairman, Thin.action implied 
no disparagement of Dr . Silver ' s g r eat gifts nor any l ack of r ecognition of the 
splendid services render ed by him during his tenure of office. In political 
1 if e , hovmver , it is no uncommon occurrence that a leader who has :;erved gr a tly 
unde r one se t of circurnntances is repl aced by another when conditions call for 
a change. To pren ent the i ssue a3 on of militancy versus non-militancy is 
untrue to the f acts and conf~3ing to the public, and constitute3 an unwarrant ed 
i mput ation on those who with vigor and courage hitherto led the fight in behalf 
of t:1e J eHish nat ionnl cause. Moreover I in t ems of real iGt ic net ion , vie would 
ank w:i.1at is meant by the term 11 mil i t@cy"? In all Dr. Silver 1 s st at ements since 
h is r es i ~nation no hint ha3 been g iven by him of a 3pecific program of action 
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differ ent from tha t pur~ued by the Council in fulfillment of our objectives of 
unr ,.,tricted J ewish immigration , an inmediate decision on the e 3t abl i:;hm8nt of 
a J ewish Cor:rrnoni:rnnl th and J ewish reprenentation a t t:1e forthcoming int ernational 
conf rences . 

That nll Zioni0ts should, particul arly at this time , bend their united 
efforts to t~1e ac} i evement of our common goal i'"' obvious and the r cent reor­
gan izat ion of the Council need not nnd should not hav b een mad a que::ition for 
disunity in Zioni nt rank3 e Indeed when the Council was reorgan ized Dr. Silv8r 
announced publicly that he would remain a member of tl1e Council and v, uld con­
tinue loyal coop eration. That asGurance was warmly welcomed by all and en­
couraged the hope of continued cooper ative thought and action. In a movement 
3uch as ours , and indeed in any democratically con tituted body, this i'"' obvi­
ously as it should be . Majo r ity action rnunt govern, subject alway,.. t the con­
dition that 11e minority is entitled to the opportunity no to express it,.. point 
of view that it may influence the action of ti1e majority and hope eventually by 
constitutional process itself to become the majority. But a majority deci ion 
'"'llould not bo _;e rr.iitted to become the cuune of bitter int rnal rifts and of 
public controverny of a character damaging to the highest inter st3 of the w~ole 
movem nt . 

In tl1in connect ion ,e would comr.1end D.."' an xample f r om t 11e pa~t the oc, -
c an ion w~en in 1931 Dr. ~~izn ann , as Pr eG ident of the orld Zioni3t Or½an i zat ion, 
was defeated by a maj ority in the Zioni:.t Con ·ress . i r, Weil ann , though ou t of 
ffic e , n v ert eless cooperated loyally ~ith the succeeding admini ~ rati n 

'-lntil at a subsequent Congres::; he wan once Dbain r t urned to J.eader,..1 ip . 

It i s deeply to b re r:·r tted t!1at innte d of si il arly ad.11Pring o the 
pr c e::;np,::; of democratic action .nd, a,; or· •inally indic ,ted by Dr. SilvPr 
h irnr· elf, of coop r a ting in th wor1':: of th Council while ~eeking in due c ur::; 
through • e Plec ive orP-ans of the Zioni '1t Orsan i zPt ion to ob a in endor~ r.i nt 
for hirr:~elf o.nd i1is nolicie , Dr . Silv r cmd ~1i~ follo 1err hav8 n w mb ar }~ don 
~ ctivitiAs ,·,hich if continu .d r.13.y be cons r u d by a publ ic , n.l:r ady confu::; d , 
a s r 8prer. ,n ing a :;eparat i 3t politic.u action. 

Dr . Silv r han he opportunity through menbership in the C uncil tn bring 
to b ar h i:-; influence and ide n pon the action of th C uncil . II1n co oper '1-
t ion in it~ vork ·,ill be Wcll'mly ,el corne d. But ti1e CDmJ)nign • t Dr r, nt being 
c ncuct d on b half of Dr . Silver from on off ice sp cially ~tnbli:;l1pd for th 
pur \)Qne i~ such ,., to create confus ion d desp n c:' ncy ong Zioni :::; tr-; thro •• -
out the country and to dirrupt and parulyze Zioni 5t work at a mor, t critical 
time . 

Thu"' Dr. ,..ilver 1 follO\♦,ing the ntatement,.. of r . Roo3evolt and Lr. 
Churchill , vii th0ut connul tat ion vii th the officers f tho .Amr ricon Zionis t 
Emer6ency Council of Vhlich he re ains a memb r , without exerci3ing hi~ right to 
come to m ting"' of th Council , n.nd without f ull l-:no•,1led e of the f acts , is u d 
a c- n. ement to the pr 3'" which could o ly be calcul at d to cau3 an exa,g1,;erat d 
an d ·mju. tified pes'"imiGm in tl1e rank~ of Zi ni3ts everywher • A stre of 
p artisan li erature and press rel eas a emanating from t~1e office of th .Am rican 
Zioni"t p olicy Committ e ha s kept Zioni'"'to in n. ::-t te of con"tant nnd unllenlt~ ✓ 
turmoil , & fl eeting them from th ta~ks t hand and hind ring th fulfillm nt 
ofan effpctive prof;r81!1 of action. By l e t er and t 1 phone and t leb om Zioni t--
thro hout the co mtry e be ing urged t expres"' al arm a t present d v lopm nt 
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and to demnnd Dr . SilvLr 1 s iMnE:.diate ret.:.rn . Lit le ,.-,ondcr tha.t der t:ese 
circ·Jm~tc\11C 3 Zionist::; c:..re confused and disheartened \/h n they 3hould be 
see!:in_ to \/Ork to:;; t:1er . Action of the l:ind i1 re de:;cribed indePd mal:e =, 
difficult , if 1iot impossible , unit d and fruitful mrk by he admini;;tration 
in authority for tl1e time bein6 • 

The . erican Zionist Dnergency Council regards its elf as an arm in thi.., 
country of t i1e J e\7iGh J:.gency for Palestine. We are pursuiI)f; a policy the 
'J.l tirr1ate respo~sibility for wi.1ic}1 rests wi th t~1e Executive oft he JP\1i:-h 
A:-;ency. ror do 7e intend no,1 or in the future to conduct an independent 
politic· line. It vJOuld indeed produce chaos and mean the end of t' e Zionir-t 
mover::ent were bro.. chec of the movement in various countries tr, act in any 
o t er nanner . It is our vie,1 t: at t~1e 1 ine which •,7e r at present pur:-uinc, 
in coordination r✓ ith the iforld Zioni::;t leadership , i3 t~1 correct one t thic 
time . ntil t:hat line is changed n > individual r ,-- ro p , hov,ever 5 ifted r 
po 1 verful , can engn,£e in nn i110ependent political campaic:;n without producing 
conGequence:; of a seriou"' c:1aracter. 

Tile vould repeat once more : Dr . Silver 1 ::; clor-e c llabora ion in uorl: 
·:,ill be wa . ly •7elcor1ed. He has all t :1e pos::ibilitien v1itl1in the T:1ovement 
to bring hi~ i~fluP-1 ce to be in r ~ard to the d velopnent of action and 
policy. We t:1er efore aG1: , t:i.1row;h :tou, thnt Dr . Silv r be n ·1 d D.€:;nin to 1 d 
hi::; t;r eat abilitieG to o ,vork as a part of th .Er:'.erc; ncy Council . The 
Chairman of the Cow1cil hr.ts written ~eparu.tely to Dr . Silv -r n'"' .. t.:inf; nir.t to 
a tend m etil16S of t:1e Council in order to :;hare in it~ work and to .:;ive r, 

tl·Le b8nefit of hi3 :1elp und advice . It in t ..... e ~incere denire of all !"'ember~ 
of the Cn.mcil ti1nt i1e ,1ill "e hiG r,ay cl .ar t o collabornt with hin c lle .. _ u.c: 
in thiG cr·J.cial period in Zionint :1ir,tory. I iG in thin direction t:1,\t ·m 
believe t :1n.t yo~ir influence ::; :1ould be brought to ~ ear. 

Your~ :;inc rely 

• LERI CAN ZIOHI T E.11ERGE1 CY COUl:TCIL 

By: .Arthur ouri , 
Politicnl Seer t~ y 

L : CK 
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,.. .A.MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date 

From Arthur Lourie 
Politictl Secret~rJ 

-\pril 3, 1945 

lle are enclosing a suggested resolutio drawn . in collaboration with the 
American Jewish Conference, to be presented at 'Jo'l,lr eom,munity meeting. We suggest 
that you do not use this resolution verbati~. U e simply as a guide, bearing 
in mind our demand to be heard at San Francisco in connection uith our plea that 
the gates of Palestine be opened to survivors of the European tragedy and the 
reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jeuish Commonwealth. 

Resolutions similar to this should be adoy, ted by as many Jevi sh nnc1 non-Jewish 
organizations in your community an possible. We urge you t9 :publicize as fully 
as possible these resolutions, and when passed the text sho··.16. be sent to 
The President, The Whi t o House, w·ashington, D. C. ? ... n.r .. to ~1r. Ec1.uard R. Stettinius, 
Jr., Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
AL:FBP 
Enc. 
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Ai\tERICAN ZIOUIST EMERGEUCY COUNCIL 

nrn.:rt of Resolution 

I 

As Ar:iericans and as Je,,,,s, we greet the Conference of the United _To.,tions 

about to assemble in San Fr~ncisco to lay the fo"..llldati ons of a lasting peace and 

we join in pr.3Yer with all li bert:,r loving Americans that a new world orde1· will 

realize the aspirations of civilized Men eve~('vhe re for a worlc:l. society th2.t shall 

respect the ~.igni ty of man and. assure to all peoples the right to live in peace 

and sccuri t:r• 

In view of the fact th~t in the peaceful ana. orderly reconstruction of the 

wo~lcl c:-.ncl its organi zc1.ti on :or peace and security all peo,les are to :1av e 2, voice 

i?1 the c.ete1'"I!lination of their own future, we ask that that ri eht be gro.nted also 

to the J e ·Iish peo1Jle so that they, like [·11 others, shall Je heard in tl1e councils 

of the nations throueh their accredited re'Dre ~~entati v s. 

II 

In order to protect individual hUI!lan rig_hts against arbitrarJ violation, 

we asl: the.t tho nations of the worlci_ embody in the charter of tlle new societ:r to 

be formec. cm International Eill of Ri gl1ts uhich shall guarantee: 

1 - Full and. co□plete protection of life and libertJ for the 
inhabitants of all countries, tithout distinction of birth, 
nati 0nality, language, race or religion. 

2 - Unequivocal equality of ri:;hts in ln.u end in fact for all 
the citizen~ of evez:, country. 

3 - The inalienable ri t of all rolir,ious, ethnic nnd cultur~l 
grou:1s to maint 2in and. fost r-r their respecti vo grou:r i C:enti­
ties on tho basis of equE'.li t:.r . 

III 

lle asl: that all the rights formerly granted to t~e Jewish :people in Th..1.rope 

be restorect to the:-:1, that all discriminator.r laws ruid practices be abroi a.tec. and 

that destitute Jewish survivors be aided to rehabilitation and resettlenent by 

the Unite~ Nations. 
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Ue ask that an end be ,,ut to the unbearable status of statelessness; tha.t 

all property confi seated and stolen by the Nazis ana. their collabor<-,tors be 

returned to their original owners; that war criminals be punished for all misdeeds 

comMitted in their O\•rn countries and e.gninst their ovm nationals anc1
. against the 

peoples subju&ated and enslaved in occupied lands. 

IV 

'::he homelessness of the J eNi sh pco:>le, its lack of a terri to 17 , •here it may 

live 2.s c. matter of right and not on su.ffera!lce, must co:ne to an end; 211c~ for that 

purpose enc. to achieve that enc. , the reconstruction of Palestine as a Je .rish 

Commom·1e0lth is imr;erative. 

After the First World War, the solution of the problem of the homelescness 

of the Jm·rish people through the reco_nstruction of Palestine as a Jev•:sh Common­

wealth uas recognized and approvecl by 52 nati 0ns of the world. , including the 

Unitec'. States. On the basis of the covenant enterecl. into with the Jewish :people 

by the Le ·y;u.e of Nations, the Jewish J.1 eoplf-l set it self to the tn.sk of recreating 

and rebuilcl.in~ its historic h0Melr.u1r.. T.1at undertaking was illegall:r inter ,.:"lted 

anc the efforts of the Jewish people thwarted. b;r the trustee appointee. tL11der the 

l-1andr.te for Palestine. Toclay there is ·,"\rer,ented to the world the bC\'rilto1'1. : .::; 

spectc.cle of a peo_ le persecuted. ancl huntec"'., denied entrr=t.Tlco into its m1n co1i_ntry 

and forcec~. to become \ anc:.erers, stateless ant hor.10lcss. 

Unc.er the terms of the Chumbcrla.in ~•lhi te Paper of ~.93S , the C:.oors of 

Palestine a1·e now swingin6 shut to all Jewish iMmieretion and a policy of a:9pease­

ment promulgc:.ted at a time when the der.iocracies we.re yielding to a~gression, now 

comes to a _ shocking climax precisely when the democracies advance to tri ti.m::.)11 over 

aggression. 

i'Te as~: that the doors of Palestine be openec1. at once to the hunc~.reds of 

thouscnds of Jeiish wanderers who are strivinc to reach a haven of peace end 

security 2~d a sanctuary for national reconstruction. 
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V 

He ~rtened by the assurances given to the Je,ish p ople ~y t:.e le~~c ~s of h e 

Uni tee. • ations and the ,-ride-sp r ead endorsement of J ewi sh aims exnres 3ecl b., l e.:: clers 

of r eli c io 1s c.nd labor anc1. liber al !".l en everywhere, \':e ask that these a ss 1r"'.. .ce r. be 

t r anslater. without delay into terns of r e :1,li ty . 

At this mocent of decision, ~~en a world of freedom and justice is ~ei~g 

constructed b:r the a r c.--.. itect,; of t:1c p eace, a just solution of the J euis:1 i)roblcm 

c~nnot c.,c·~.in e postrioncd . Its r.eferr.1cnt cruelly r'.nd needlessly prolonGS the 

sufferin:;s of t :1e Jm;i sh peo,1le , prejuc' ices the ac:.ievement of their moro.l E'.S::._) i ra­

ti on • viol c'..tes the plede,es .~iven to the;1 anC:. stnnds in crass contradicti on to the 

univers ,·.l strivine for justice ant. hur.ictni ty -rhich is to ,e the b~sis of the inter-

n ti onc.l or6n.niz tion to b f ouncleC in San ?:·uncisco . 

* 



•· -.A~ERIC.A.N ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

Date April 3, 19~5 

You have no doubt read the shocking statement of the Duke of Devonshire, 
Colonial Under-Secretary, made in the House of Lords, declaring that many 
European Jewish survivors do not wish to go to Palestine and that the 
Colonial Office has rejected a demand of the Jewish Agenc~/ for extra 
imnigration certificates into Palestine. 

We c>.ttach hereto a copy of a cable just received by us from Ur. lfoshe Shertok, 
chief of the Poli ti cal Department of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalcr;1 , uhich 
we urge you to read with the utmost attention. 

It is not necessary for us to emphasize the urgency of the situation as 
described by Hr. Shertok and the plea he makes that we "undertake a major 
effort to prevail upon the British Government to funde..mentally change its 
immigration policy by enabling immediate large-scale admission" so that 
the surviving remnant of European Jewry ne spared and the rise of tension 
in Palestine, resentment in America and despair in Europe be prevented. 

Wear~ faced with a crisis: Now, finally, we must 9rganize all our re­
sources, all our facilities and power to mal:e this 11 major effort" begged 
of us. Therefore, this is a renewed call to action. ~f you h~ve alre~dy 
organized mass meetincs, proceed with your plans ,-,i th the greatest vigor. 
If you have not organized them, begin to do so at once. A meeting in eveT"'J 
community is imperative. 

l'TE HJST HOLD AS HAl.TY HEETINGS AS ;·TE CAll. EA.CH MEETING i'.iUST ADD ITS VOICE 
TO AN APPEAL WHICH THE WORLD DARE NO':' DENY. HOW MORE T:?'.AlT EV}JR 1'TE l ITJST :BE 
HEARD AT SAN FRANCISCO. WE UUST 'U'EN THE DOORS OF P.ALZSTIUE 1TOi'T. WE HUST 
FIGHT FOR A J:JWISH COMi:OUwr.ALTH NOW. 

Don 1t 1·1ait for us to supply you with speakers. Get your oun Congressr.ien, 
your own Senators, your own Mayors and your own churchmen. 

i'le are launching a nation-wide advertising campaign. At this moment one 
of the country's largest advertising agencies has prepared for us and for 
you a number of half-page and full-page newspaper advertisements drar,1atiz­
inb our campaign and our cause, as no other means could. These will be for­
warded to you for insertion in your local papers within the next fe,r days• 

This fight is the fight of all of us. 

AL:LD 
Enc. 
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11 COLONIAL OFFICE REFUSAL GP_1\ET r :-1!GRA'!'I01T PERl-:ITS FOR :BZRGEi.IB:JLS: SUR­

VI 0~ i'ffi0 ESCAPED 110 SWITZ:E~w r:=rc ':..:?JS IMPLACA:BLE RIGOR P~S~JT ESTRICTIVE 

POLICY. sn~CE OUR APPLICATI0lT FOR :SERGE13:ELSE1" REFUGEES Fu1t':'F71B TBAi'TSP0RTS OF 

Sui. TIV0RS FRO I THERESI:El STAD':' OTliERS ARB.IV.Em S11ITZEPJA!ID, .ALL PRESSr~G .A.Dl:ISSI0U 

p,;J.,JJSTET::J. PRIOR ARB.IV.AL THESE GROUPS UE HAD ~0C.n.TED FROM REHAL.n G :a:i.L:JJCE 

OF C:C~IFIC!.TES STILL AVAILABLE UHDER l!HIT.E PAPER A THOUSAND CZRTIFI0AmJJs FOR 

DISTRI:BU'l'I0U AMONG TWENTYSIX THOUS.Um REFUGEES n:r SWITZEBL.AlID. THIS T!I0US.AJ.11> 

REDUCED TO SIX HUNDRED AS PA.RT OF GE1JE.i."9..:.t REDU0TI0 :r TO wcm PROVISI0}'!' roR El!TRY 

PJJFUG:JES FRO!~ lL1.trr.ITrus WHOSE RE~umT GOV'.E...'tllt-~JT OFFICI,~LY .APPR0ViJD ]UT INSIST3D 

l:US':1 ::3] DEDUCTED F'R0U '1THITE PAPER :3.AL.ANCE. UHEri THIS C0.in.iU1 IO.: TED TO P-cri:::STL::E 

O!TICE GENEV.t ITS R:!JACTI0 r l3Y CA.13LE 3/14 WAS FOLL0~·:Il!G Q,U0':L'E YOURS ~/9 CAUSED US 

~~ .J.IJLZ C0lTS':'E:Rl!ATI0~J STOP AnE::l IiJJEsoar:BABLY HA.RD lTORX o-rs:g, l-:A:.Xl!EKS 1'.7E 

' co:tPL:::TED DIS':1RI:BU?I0N CERTI?ICATES £.":!J Ui1IDERT00K ALL STEPS ':10 0ET.b.I:T T:ct.ANSIT 

s.i;.s S'!IOP SW1SS.At ~HORI:1IES FL'LLY SUPP0RT!ID 0u"R EF::?0RTS STOP PRES:::i.JT RIIDUCTim 

0]1 
•• Lf,;!'.:JADY SMALL JUJL00A':'I0N WILL VZRY GBA'V'EL "I P BEJ UlHCE P0Sir:'I0U PJJFlJ'G::CS 

H3~ s TOP WE DECLINE A~·ry RESl'0 SIBILITY F0?. cc SEQ;cr.J· ·c~ RESULT I.:. G FR0i-i R:mUC~I0l~ 

Q,uom.:. lJ'HQ,U0TE THIS ~-~CTI0 T ILLUSTR..;,J'.IES LTiilltAN EF:rnCTS ?RES:J iT PBOcrEDtJ~ OF 

TRYil"G 1 ·.AXE DWI1IDLI JG 13.1.L.U;CE OF WHITE PAPER 0E:aTIFICATES '1IBICH ON APBIL FIRST 
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PROBli.ELY ONLY 4000 GO ROUl:rD .ALL CO't.Jlr:1? .. IES STOP OLS APPLICA~IOlI :a'OR 10300 ORIGIU.ALLY 

IlTTENDED AS INITIAL SYMBOLIC 1-!EASURE Ii!MEDIAT:?.:LY RELIEF UO't'T FIGURE LtJDICROUSLY 

.Al!ARCHROMISTIC STQP OUTCRY FOR CERTIFICATES IUCR:EA.SING WEEKLY nr SCOPE .AlID INTEUSIT? 

STOP 't'lITH ARRIVAL YESTEBDAYS TRAUSPORT LID rUT OU EMIGRATION FROl-! IT.ALY v[IEKJ uo 

SIHGL:Z PEEUT LEFT FOR DISTRIBUTIO?r STOP YOU FULLY AW~:£ POSITION :3ALi:AiTS iCSTERU 

EUROPE STOP SINCE DAVID 13E1rGURIONS DjilpARTURE :RECEIVED AUTI-i:SNTIC lillPORTS POSI~IO:t:r 

POLIS!I BEMlWrr FROI! ZIONIST :EliISSARIES Lt'"'.3Lil-T 1i"HO :EG.ACHED J3UCHARDST H1DESCRIJ3Al3LE 

DESTI'J:UTION WHILE FIERCENESS OF RAGiliG A1;T!SEHITISM IlIDIC:":i:m BY FACT EEW G:SNTIL:JS 

U!!O UlIDER NAZIS lJE..."qE Il~TRU:-!ENT.t'.L SAVHJG crnws NOW' ]EGC-IlTG THEIR PROTIJGES KEEP THIS 

S~CBET LEST THEY BE EXPOSED PUBLIC WRATH S::10P l-rt:JBDERS SURVIVDJG JEUS BY HAZIFIED 

POLES OCCURilTG FBEQ,U:E1TTLY S~OP OUR ~P..ES:lJTATIVE EHUD UEBEF.ALL JROUGHT FRO?-! 

ISTAi.i:3u1' REPORTS POSI':'I017 BUDAPES1 .AFPALLilTG DESTITUTION CHILD HOP..T.ALI~Y STOP 

l3UDAP!lST 01U,Y PLACE ~THERE H'L1:!GAP.!Al: J.!'.lWS SAFE 3ECAUSE C017CElTTRA.~:iJD BtJ"I1 SS:BAY 

SURVIVORS EMERGING FRO!: HIDEOUTS r1; PROVIiTO:CS :BEn;G KILLED BY MT1:1IS:1!ITES :BRO.AD 

DAYLI~T STOP OUR UNABILITY PROVIDE CER~IFICA':'ES EV'Jl; IU S:-1.ALL PART ::..~GJS STR.'..IlT 

HUH.Al:rLY Ul;]]k'JW3LE STOP on OTHER H.Alm PALES':'I:m C01~I1:UII:G IM FULL :11-l'LOYlIEJJT 

PRODUCTI017 BAJ)LY 1JJ3DS ADDITIOlTAL LKaOUR FORCE tffiICH UlT .. \.V.'1-!l.1..:SL:S. 3\G:: COl:S~RVA~ 

TIV':!J ESTIIrATES SiIOW TElr5 THOUSANDS U...-0.:·:2P..S ABSOP.B.A.."'3LE IlT IlTDUST!lY 1-IIXED F.AK!Il:G 

P.EVIVE' G CITRUS BUILDIUG IlTDUS~P..IES ALSO SC!m-ms F.EADY FOR ACCOl~ODATIO!T 20000 

CHILD:RmT STOP HOUSiliG l'RO]L:El-t PP..ESE17TS no IMSUPERABLE DIFFICULTI:JS t:r GOVERJ.TI!El!T 

ASSISTS ADEQ,UATELY BY AUTHO:?.ISING INPORTS STOP EVEl; ID:D.E.8. DIFFICULT:CST COlID!TIOlrS 

POSITIOlJ ICFUGEES PALESTI:1E IUFilTITZLY PP.EFERA:9LE PRE~El:-T S~.ATE COi7GDSTIOlT OR 

ROOFLESUESS ~UROPE STOP EXEOtJ~IVE JEWISH AG~lTCY AFTER TJL!.JY co:-sIDERilTG POSITION 

.ALL ASPECTS URGES !IAJOR EFFORT PRZVAIL GOVE~J?-~"T F"JJ:~ . .;.r.:E!TT.ALLY CH.'.J.TGE n-n:IGRATIOl 

POLICY 3Y EUA.BLilrG nnrEDI.ATE LARGE SC.ALE ;J)?.IISSIO!! VIEW SP.A.RIHG ~BER DETERIORA­

TION BEMN.AllTS JEWRY P.lUJVE1:TI17G RISE T.81TSION PALESTI .. T: DESPAIR EUROPE. 

"EXECUTIV:3 JEWISH AG:EMCY :FOR P.ALESTillE" 
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AMEklGAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist Emergency Council Da~ April 6, 1945 

From Arthur Lourie 

Enclosed for your infonnation are copies of two memoranda dated 
April 3, which were sent to Chairmen :>f Local Emerg ncy Committees,. 

.AL:CSS 
Encls. 



AM(RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
,, 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Ch2.irmen of Local Emergency Committees 

Date 

Art:1ur Lourie 
Poli ticD.l Secretary 

As we h:::-.ve previously informed you, in connection with our presP.nt eme1-
genc:r , a number of very effective half-page and full-rat;e ne,-:sno.;1er acts 
are beinc prepared for us by one of the countr.1 ' s largest advertising 
agencies. These ads -- texts and mats -- which are being written c;ratis 
for us -- uill be on their way to you uithin o. few d:'..ys, but due to our 
limited budget we are able only to allocate money for their insertion in 
Wnshinc;ton and New York newspapers . 

Hm·rever, it is impe r ative that newspapers throughout the count~J carry 
these advertisements . They wi ll dramatize our Cc~'llpaioi anc. o ,.r cause as 
no other means could. The r efo r e , ,,rn cn.11 upon you to see how you cn.n uncler­
,-,ri te t~1e insertion of these 3.dvertisementg in your own ne\-1sp2-iJe rs . 

F:"'om some of you we have already recei VC'd requests for advertiscr.1ents and 
word t~'!p.,t you have already purchased space in your ne -rspapers . Tl1is is 
to than:: you and to urg13 action by those of yon who have not yet t ~ ..... ·:en s·'-1.ch 
actio!l. r:ay we remind you tho.t by buying advertising space in your loc~l 
ne,-r spape:cs , you help ma;ce them receJ)ti ve to any publicity materi ~l you give 
tllcr .. o.nc.l gain their support for your meeting and for o 1r cause . 

We have here a unique opportunity to present our case before the country in 
a most effective manner . Remember, these advertisements, combinin r; the 
br:, ins c..:1d experience of the best copy-wri tcrs of our dny, are being -_-:, re­
no.rec!. at no cost to us . The least we can do is to take o.dvanta;·e of this - ----- ,_..,. 
op:oortuni t y . 

Ple2,se let us know immediately •rh['.t ~"OU can d.o to c:trran,i-;e fo:r the insertion 
of those advertisements in your 0\ n cor.mmnity • 

.AL : FP:a 



· ,. AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Members of American Zionist Fmergency Council Date April 1~, 1945 

Arthur Lourie 

Attached for your infonnation are copies of two telegrams sent April 12 

and April 13 to all Chainnen of Local Emergency Co itte s. 

AL:CSS 
E:ncs,. 



~MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDU~~ 

To Members of American Zionist Emergency Council D April 12, 1945 
ate 

From Arthur Lourie 

Attached for your information is a memorandum, dated April 11, sent to 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

AL:CSS 
Enc. 



COPY OF STRAIGHT WIRE SEUT TO CHAI:mmr PF LOCAL ]2,1E1tGEMCY co:· ;rTTEES 

APRIL 13, 1945 

VIEW TRAGIC DEATH PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT l'!ITHHOLD ACTION PREVIOUS TJJLEGRAH 
UHTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

ARTHUR LOURIE 



COPY OF WIRE SEl\TT TO CHAIRHID! OF LOCAL ZEERGEUC:! co·n!IT~S 

APRIL 12, 1945 

ABSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE YOU APJWrGE HAVE SENT I!-t -IEDIA'l1ELY AS i-rA:'.Y ~'TIR:JS AS 

POSSIBLE TO \ffiITE ROUSE A1ID BRITISH AMBASSADOR WASHIUGTO} :EAPr.JSSI:~G 

trRGEl:JCY ri.n~EDIATE OPEHING GATES OF P.ALEST~IE UPROOT:sD J:Ir.·TS 1!1ICSiJ T:a.AGIC 

SI~UAC:IOU Ilr Lil3E'.RATED COU:~RIES DE!Al{DS ACTIOU !ORTRWITE. SEZ J!IiISH 

AGETCY CABLEGRAM MAILED YOU Al'R!L THIRD. IKFO:aI1;.A~IC1'T REA.CHI~~G t;S I:JDIC,ATES 

THIS I-~'1'TER UT!IOST Iil'ORTA:TCE AUD OU?RAGED PUBLIC OPiiHOlT 1:UST :S:J F3GISTZRED 

BY FLOOD OF TELEGIW!S AlID wr:':::ERS ESPECIALLY n~ VI:81·1 DA:~GING V:TOU:.J):cl) 

ST.A.TE: G:(! BY Dtr.tCE ~F DEVONSHIRZ nr HOUSE OF LORDS. us:s YOUR o~·r..: ~"""!ZT 

I; 1PEASIZE YOUR .APPE~ Il! YOUR om; 1·1.:....Y JTJT T.c',.KE nt~DIATE .A.C'!1IOH. 

ARTrnm LOURIE 
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• AMiRICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

T.o 

Frvrn 

MEMORANDUM 

Chaim.en of Local Emergency Com~it ,ees 

Arthur Lourie 
Politicol Secretary 

00.;.::'FIDENT IAL - -· 

Date Apri l 27 , 194.5 

In connecti on with thP San Fr,:.ncisco Con::r-r0 ce, rJn.r.y offi cinl drlcc.ations 
representing the Arab states h ave come to this count i:· nnd n. r e li ,:oly , both 
durini=' and after t'.1e. Sun Fr'.·ncisco Conf P-rence, to visit riff eront ci tics 
f or ·purposes of ~:1ti-Zionist pro-paga.nd;.,.. tle would, ask yc,u t0 wn.tch out for 
any rrieetin1.; that mi,Jht be or~ani zed or thei1· behnlf in your mm co1,11u.ni ty 
and to take aJn.:ro:priate action with ~1 view to hn.vine- the :ionist "'ide 
adeo_ue~tely represented. Fler ~e i·· cp ·1.c informod of n.ny such :tcti vi ty .. 

Anart fro:n the Arab dele~ati 0ru·, Amer: ,an propa,cruiclistn on their beJ,alf 
hr-ve been More active of lat~ . !n p ... :.rticuln.r, Dr. John l3~~den:a of Cairo 
University, has b e en addrr;sr.~.r.,£'" ~uri.ences in cif~ercnt cc""!tor:. To quote 
one report •1hich we haYe r ceived , "Dr. Badeau is o.dr0it ::ln u unus 1.:-.,lly 
A.dept at dod~ing and twisting quest:ons and facts." l'l<''·H~c be p re-1J'l.r od 

for him if he co .. cs to tour comrnun • ty . unc let ur-; have a r 0port of 1.:.is 
~ddress. 

For your guid~ce I enclose n coJ,~" of i. 1 t t:•r cent on "half of the 
.American Pal~"'tin~ Com!littoe to the oecrct , r1 of a chib in Pitt sbargh 
which had boen adrlresr ed by Dr. Badeau. 

AT. C!"' 
-"""-' • -· 
Enc. 
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April 19, 1945 

Dear Mr. 

!-!rs. Blenche Shepard . Di rector of the Club Progrnn Servi ~e • hrl.n }rn.s sed 
on to me your lett.er t.o her of April 5th .with reference to the adC::.ress 
by _r. John S. Bad.e .:1-11 and. I hope I may be permi ttec:1. to reply. 

1:::,y I deal , first wi :h your concluding )"lara.";rar,h with refe 1·ence to promo ting 
freer migration into our own as "ell as other countries. So f·".. r as the 
United Stat es is co:1.cerned • h0\·1ever regrettable, it remains o. f c.:~ct that 
t ~e prospect of obtn.ining an nmencbnent of o•.1r immi ~ration laws such as 
:ould permit a. substantia.1 inmigration of 1."rews into this country is so 
remote ns to make the rroposal meaningless as a rcn.listic co.:.trib i.tion to 
the :")roblem. You are possi bl/ ClHare of he ve.r;r e. :phn.tic r0:1oluti ,1n on 
this subject of the Veternns' OrfF~nization an(l tr.ere is n ..., ,~_nubt that their 
v:iev is shared also by larie sections of OT>inion in this count1·y• Even the 
>'."'re: •t labor organizations, whi.ch have b <"P":. wamly r.ym11athctic to th~ re­
establishment of the J cYish Nc.tion:~l Homo are stron ~l;y o·-~~oor;cc'. to inr:1igra­
tirn into this country. IndE:ed, on the basis of a. n:1tior ric.c tou~· ,. ich I 
h :wo recently r:1ad.c , ~ believe that a pro:pu.';anda c;.1mpaisn c.i rect cc' ~ownrds 
l:tberalizing the immigration lnws would. have as its first result '"" strong 
re~ction by way of a widespreacl increase in n.ntt-SemtiHm here . 

As to immigration to other co,lntries, as you no doubt knnw , Prc~iclent 
Roosevelt \ as res-ronsi ble in 1938 (;Lnd al so in 1943 for two int 0rnn.tional 
conferences, at Eviun and Bemudc•., which scoured the maJ) in the hope of 
finding places of refuge for the tortured Jews of Europe. Ther;o con­
ferences created a good deal of fanfare but their practical nchie-vcment 
was absc,lutely nil. Only the other -~..,,Y a South Afr' cnn friencl of r:dne 
we.z telling me how 1n 1937 a boatlo~c" nf 500 Jews from Gerr.w.ny ?..rri vtng 
in that lar .,e and uncler-popu.lnted cm.· , tr!r war; received with such hos• 
tility that the government fort>.wi th enacted le isla.tioti. virtually 
prohibiting fur her Jewish im~i&ration. The position in the South 
.American countries is not !"luc .. 1 better. It is imJ;ossible therefore to 
lnll one I s conscience n~· lonr,er with vague hopes of finding t <=,rri tori es 
to ·1hich Jewc mcy emigrate. One is driven to th€ inescapable conclusion 
that the u_r1dertakin nt the end of the lant , a.r to estc:1. lish a national 
home for the Jo·1ish pee.le to which such of them l: '"' nay wish to .:;o shall 
be entitled to enter as of ri{~ht, in th~ onl~,. enswcr. 

The Jews in Palestine have shown what, if given the opportunity, t:1ey are 
able to do. Their colonizine achievement tl.or is unique in the history 
of migrations anc settlement. Nor hns this been done at the expcn3e of 
injustice to the loc 1 Arab population. Th~ lattrr have br;n0fi tee. ~reatly 
from Jewish develo-pnent. and their stundards of li vtne toa.c.J" aro vastly 
sup rior to those of the follahi.n in Egypt where, as Dr. :S tler~u ,-,ill know, 
last year in the upper l"ile Valley alone 175,000 died from n. coi;1bination 
of malnutrition and malaria, 
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Coming to what Dr. Badeau described as the "actual political and psychological 
situation," it is of vital importance to remember that while anti-Zionist Arab 
leaders lee. by the notorious Mufti of Jerusalem have, ever since the last ·1:1ar, 

held out dire threats of what would happen if Jewish settlement should continue, 
the Arabs todsy accept a.s an accomplished fact the 600.000 Jews now in Pales­
tine, as against the 80,000 in 1920. even though they opposed at each suc­
cessive stage the increase to the present numbers. If the proposal for the 
establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth were carried through with determination . 
and speed, the Arabs would in the end likewise accept the accomplished fact 
of the existence of that Commonwealth. The Arab countries of the Middle East 
are for the most part sparsely populated and greatly underdeveloped. Their 
governments are unstable and the masse s of their population live in backward­
ness and poverty. The Jews in Pales ti . ! can serve, and have a.lreacly begun to 
6.o so, as a creative and civilizing influence for the whole of that region, 
Any solution, ho1·1ever, coo be premised only on a. strong firrnly rooted Jewish 
national entity in Palestine. 

Civilization owes it to the Jewish people to see that the great work initiated 
at the end of the last war with the endorsement not only of the League of 
Nations but also of our Govermnent anc't people, is brought to a successful 
conclusion. 

}Icy I say in conclusion that I understand Dr. :Badeau, who is making speeches 
in many centers in opposition to Zionism, in all the years that he wa~ in 
Ee;3rpt did not feel 1 t necessary to see something of the remarkable work of 
Jewish Palestine next door. Had he clone so, I feel he would have found there 
a useful corrective to the threatening words to which he epparently gave heed 
in Cairo. He would have seen the splendid constructive achievement of people 
who, but for the support given the Zionist idea by the nations of the world 
twenty-five yea.rs ago, would certainly have fallen victim to Hltler 1s con­
centration camps. Would that it had been millions and not hundreds of thou­
sands who had thus been saved. 

Yours sincerely, 

EHLtLCX Howard H. LeSourd 
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' • AMERIICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainna.'1 of Local Emergency Comr'li ttees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretn¾r 

Date April 27, 19~5 

We have recelved. request~ from e1- nt: .. -riber of Local E.iner:;enc:r Cc "! i ttecs in 
connection ;;ri th their sche .uled 1"ass Meet in s for the text of a new Re$olution 
which sha.11 deal sr,ecific~lly with our Zionirt o jecti vez , r'..TJ.d a drnft tc}:t 
is encloser. for your lnfornation and. une if co de. irec•. 

If your meeting is tµider joi'1t aus:oices ,.rith the Ar.1~ric~ J0-ris)1 Conference, 
you will at the smne time ·1ish to :~ass an adc1itional Reaoluti on v}1ich will 
de::..l s ecifically with the Conference objecti v Js . ( Text of thi r ·"solution 
was sent to you with my menorand un of A_ ril 3rd) . 

Copies of the Resolutions should be. sent to : The Pr side~1t , The l i to House, 
1·:-ashington, D. C.; The Secretar.r of State , Department of Sto.te , Washington, 
D. C. ; • nd The :British Ambassador, The British Err:bassy , t·Ta h~ngton, D. C. 

AL: LD Enc . 
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USOLUTION 

ADOPTED AT RALLY FOR JEWISH RIGHTS 
LEWI SOHN STADIUI1, l~W YORK CITY 

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 1945 

We greet the Conference of the United lTa.tions about to assemble in San 

Francisco to lay the foundations of a 1~.r· ting peace; we join in p1·a.yer with 

all libert)r-loving Americans thf:l.t th~ aspirations of civilized mankind_ for a 

new uorld order that sha.11 respect the dignity of man and assure to all peoriles 

the right to live in peace and security may bP- realized. 

tlHEB::.A.S • the soluti.on of the problem of the homelessness of the Je,-,s as 

a peo~le is integral to the establishment of a just and durable peace :md the 

nations of the world gave international rcco{.,~i tion at the end of the last 1:;ar 

throt1 ~~h the B:-tlfour Declaration nnd the Mandate for Palestine to the ri ,,•1t of 

the Jewish people to re-establish their national home in Palestine . 

WHEREAS. the situation of the survivors of ~rope:m Jewry whose full 

t ragecly has been revealed by our 11 beratine; forces continues calami tons , c'Jld 

UHEREAS. great numbers of th(' ~(' survt\rors, homeless anc uproot cc , and 

living una.er conditions of physical and moral den rad.at~.on seek the right '"l.'11.d 

opportunity to begin life again arriong their ovm people in their o\•m l:u1d, and 

1'TII!m:EAS, i~oring the humanitarian needs of the situation as well as 

the rights intf'rnationally guaranteed to the Je~ri~h people anr .. these s 1rvivors 

of the nzi holocaust are still today prohibited entry into Palestine . and 

groups of them are even being transferred to new detention camps in orth 

Africa, and 

WHEREAS, the recent request of the Jewish Agency for P lestine for 

additional immigration ccrtificatos has been rejected by the British Govern­

ment thus prolonging ""1.necessarilythe individual tragedy of every one of 

these persons. 

(more) 
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TH3BEFORE, l3E IT RESOLVED that ti:1s gc1,thering urgos: 

1 . The abolition forthwith of all present restrictions c: ... nd 

linit tir)ns on free Jewir;h im•·1iP"ro.t ion into Pnle stine 
, :> 

an on the right of JP-\•'S to • ,p,cha.se and settle on the 

land there. 

2 . The imMediate announcenent by the reuponsible Power~ of 

their determin~tion to reconstitute Palestine as a free 

and deir.0cratic JE'Fi sh ComT"ionweal th in consona.,'1ce with the 

underlyin& intent an~ pur ose of the Ealfour Decl~r~tion 

and the Ha.nda.te for Palestine .. 

3. The grant to the J0wish Aguncy for Palestine of re
1

re­

sentation and a voice in all intcrna.tionnl conferences, 

including that at San Francisco, in all matters ~hich 

may affect the future st:•tus of Pale tine and J0wish 

ri ts or interests there. 

We also urge that the Jews in libcrn.ted ·areas w)"o desire to emigrate 

to Palo tine and to rebuild their lives in the J wish Ta ional Hone be given 

all possible o.s istance to that en by the Great PoverE. 

:BE IT FURTHER RESOLV'"'~ t 1a a co;~ - of thin esolutton shall be sent to 

the Presitle .t of the United St·t~s, to th~ Secretary of State, ad to the 

Emb:1 si s in Wa.shin~ton of G oat Bri tn.in , the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics and the Republic of France. 

• • • 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
• • 

• • 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist Emer0 €ncy Council Date April 30 , 1945 

From Arthur Lourie 

Enclosed for your infonnation are two memorand.F ... with attachments, d[l.ted April 27, 

se~t to Chairmen of Local Energency Committees. 

JJ.i:CSS 
3;ncs . 



5,000,000 Je,rish-Dead! 
1,500,000 BEGGING FOR LIFE! 
What is to be done with the living? What is to be done with the broken Jews 

of Europe who have finally escaped from this Gethsemane? They plead to 

enter Palestine: Palestine will welcome them as nowhere else in the world. 

Palestine has work for their hands, sustenance for their spirit. In Palestine 

alone they will be among their brethren/ not as refugees, not as a liens, but as 

citizens among fellow citizens. In Palestine alone they can rebuild their shat­

tered lives with dignity, and draw new strength from the ancient land into 

which the Jewish people have so long pe:>ured their energies, their hopes .. 

But if NOT· Palestine -... 
Sholl YOU doom them to be keepers of the 

cemeteries of their dead? 

Shall YOU doom them to walk amid the dust 
and ashes of their dead? For the dust of ·1heir 

p,arents, the ashes of their children, flll the very 

air they breathe in the chornel house of Europe. 

Shall YOU doom them to live, homeless and 

uprooted, in lands where the virus of Nazism 

hos poisoned even innocent hearts of children? 

We Appeal to the Conscience 
of Humanity ... 

That the Jewish people be heard at San Francisco 

to present their case. 
That the gates of Palestine be opened to the , 

survivors of European Jewry who hove no 

other haven. 
That Palestine be reconstituted as a Jewish 

Commonwealth in acc.ord with the mighty 

pledges of the democratic nations. 

* * * * * 
We Demand ACTION Now! 

,G.IANT MASS RALLY 
Lewisohn Stadium, 136th _St. and Amsterdam Ave. 

. . 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2:30 P. M. • ADMISSION FREE! 

----~----SPEAKERS:--------. 

Senator Robert F. Wagner Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
Abba Hillel Silver Hayim Greenberg 
Stephen S. Wise Louis Lipsky 

Sponsored by 
American Jewish Conference • American Zionist Emergency Council 

IN CASE OF RAIN the Rally Will Be Held in the GREAT HALL, 

City College, 139th Street and Convent Avenue 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Commit t ees Date May 15, 1945 

From Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

We enclose for use in connection with any mass meetings still scheduled 
in your communit;y- , the mat and proof of an advertisement entitled, "The 
Ashes of the Dead S-peak"; and a circular entitled , "Promises, Promises, 
Promises -- i'Then Will They Ee Kept?" 

This attached material is not part of the nationwide advertising campaign 
announced earlier. In connection ,.,ri th that campa.ign, we have a series of 
six 1,000 line informational advertisements on hand. These have not been 
sent to you because, in the conside~ed opinion of the A.~erica.n Zionist 
Emergency Council Executive no~ in San Francisco, these advertisements 
can be used much more effectively in the very near future. The question 
is simply a question of timing. Ue are not i.:maware tha t there is need 
to let the .American people know the case for Palestine now, but it is our 
belief that the need for these same advertisements may be much greater 
very soon. We want to use our ammunition then, not nm-,. 

For your information, we stress that th i s advert ising campaign was con­
ceived and put into operation before President Roosevelt's death. His 
death necessitated a complete rewriting of the advertisements which were 
then in preparation. Then came a i::eriod of daily watchful waiting to see 
the direction taken in Washington and later in Sa..~ Francisco; and the 
decision since made by those of us on the scene in San Francisco that 
this nationwide advertising campaign should be temporarily held up. 

At such time as it is deemed advisable to launch this campaign, you will 
be notified and the apPropria.te material s c nt to you. 

AL:FLD 
Encs. 
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~1URR,\Y lllLL :.?-4017 

May 18, 1945 

The American Christian Palestine Committee, expressing 
widespread Christian conviction, believes that every effort 
must be ma1e now to fulfill the international promises made 
to the Jews concerning their national homeland in Palestine. 

The Nazi regime in the course of its monstrous campaign 
of systematic murder and torture has almost annihilated the 
Jewish communities of Europe and for millions of Jews, the 
end of the war in Europe comes too late. Horrible disclosur s 
concerning the Buchenwald, Maidenek, Oswiecim and other prison 
and concentration camps have shocked the civilized world. 
Hitler waged his war against the helpless Jews of Europe with 
a barbarity and determLr1a.tion ~ hich we in this country have 
only now begun fully to realize. At this moment we must do 
all Vie can to insure justice to the remnant of European Jewry 
and make impossible a repetition of this tragedy. 

Therefore, we ere asking you and the other members of 
the Senate to sign the enclosed letter addressed to President 
Truman as a current reiteration of our traditional national 
policy. The party platforms of both Republicans and Demo era ts 
affirm their support of the opening of Palestine to unrestrict­
ed Jewish immigration and colonization so that in accordance 
with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration, 
Palestine may be constituted as a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth. 

Your support through the signing of this letter will be 
greatly appreciated by Americans who are deeply concerned 
about justice for the Jews and the peace of the world. 

For your convenience an addressed stamped envelope is 
enclosed for the return of the signed letter. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, we are 

Howard M. LeSourd 
Co-Director 

Helen Gahagan Douglas 
National Secretary 

Carl Hermann Voss 
Co-Director 
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:MURRAY BILL 2-4917 

Lay 1, 1945 

The American Christian Palestine Com~ittce, expressing wide­
spread Christian conviction, believes that every effort must be 
made now to fulfill the international promises made to the Jews 
concerning their national homeland in Palestine. 

The Nazi re~ime in the course of its monstrous campaign of 
systematic murder and torture has almost annihilated the Jewish 
communities of Europe and for millions of Jews, the end of the war 
in Europe comes too late. Horrible disclosures concerning the 
Buchenwald, Maidenek, Oswiecirn and other prison and concentration 
camps have shocked the civilized world. Hitler waged his war 
against the helpless Jews of Europe with a barbarity and determina­
tion which we in this country have only now begun fully to realize. 
At this moment we must do all we can to insure justice to the remnant 
of European Jewry and make impossible a repetition of this tragedy . 

Therefore, we are asking the members of the House of Repre­
sentatives to sign the enclosed letter addressed to President Truman 
as a current reiteration of our traditional national policy. The 
party platforms of both Republicans and Democrats affirm their 
support of the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigra­
tion and colonization so that in accordance with the full intent and 
purpose of the Balfour Declaration, Palestine may be constituted as 
a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Honorable John W. McCormack, Democratic leader, and the 
Honorable Joseph Martin, Republican leader, have already affixed 
their signatures. Your support through the signing of this letter 
will be greatly appreciated by Americans who are deeply concerned 
about justice for the Jews and the peace of the world. 

For your convenience an addressed stamped envelope is en~losed 
for the return of the signed letter. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, we are 

Howard M. LeSourd 
Co-Director 

Helen Gahagan Douglas 
National Secretary 

Carl Hermann Voss 
Co-Director 



Dear Senator: 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

Washington, D. C. 

Nay 18, 1945 

The American Christian Palestine Committee is request­
ing the Senators to sign a letter to President Truman, in 
which it is urged that immediate steps be taken to open 
Palestine to Jewish immigration and pave the way for a 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

We have considered the reintroduction of the resolution, 
which we offered in 1943 and 1944, but we have decided that 
a letter of this kind to the President is better at this time. 

In the war in Europe, which has happily come to a close, 
the United Nations had no more vigorous and sacrificing Allies, 
in proportion to their numbers, than the Jews of Palestine. 
They gave their lives and their wealth to further the war 
against Hitler. Now that the peace is in the making, it 
appears that the Jew again may be made a football of power 
politics, but this, in the interests of the welfare and 
freedom of mankind, must not continue. Palestine as a 
homeland has been promised to the Jews, and they nee1 and 
deserve it now. 

We feel that this subject should be brought as force­
fully as possible to the attention of the President, and 
urge our colleagues to sign this joint letter. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Robert F. Wagner 

Robert A. Taft 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To - Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date May 21, 19•t 5 

From -- Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

IMPORTANT -- NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

Following our memorandum of Mey 1st entitled "Basic Memorand un Organizing Christian 
Action on :Beho.lf of Palestine ,rt we present a report of what wus cione in Boston, 
culminating in the American Christian Palestine Conference held there on April 9th. 
We submit it as an exam!)le for your informG.tion of what excellent work can .be 
done in this field. 

Immediate opening of the gates of Palestine, its reconstitution a.s a free and 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth, and a demand that the Jewish case bo heard at 
San Francisco, were urged by more than 800 outstandjng leaders of the Christian 
community of Boston at the American Christian Palestine Conf€rence held April 9th 
at Hotel Statler. The Conference, called by the American Palestine Committee and 
the Christian Council on Palestine, took place under the sponsorship of Governor 
Maurice J. Tobin of Massachusetts; Senators Leverett M. Saltonstall and David I. 
Walsh of Massachusetts; Congressman John u. McCormack, Majority Leader of the 
U. s. Houoe of Re~resentatives; Archbishop Richard B. Cu3hing (Catholic); Bishop 
Lewis O. Hartman {Methodist); :Bishop W. Appleton Lawrence (Episcopalian) and 
Charles Francis Adams. 

The Conference was divided into three sessions: an afternoon forum which began 
at 2:30 P.U., a women's forum and tea which began at 3:00 P.M., and a dinner 
meeting which began at 6:30 P.M. Hore than 40~ of the Conference participants 
attended all three sessions. 

Speakers at the Conference were Dr. Carl J. Friedrich, Profes sor of Government, 
Harvard University; Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk, author and assistant of the Soil 
Conservation Bureau, U. S. Department of Agriculture; Dr. Vendel 1 Phillips, 
Pastor of Christ Church, R_ye, N. Y.~ Dr. Curl Hermann Voss, Executive Secretary, 
Christian Council on Palestine; Mrs. Walter Clay Lowdermilk; Mrs. Charles E. 
Wyzansky, an organizer of the Youth Aliyah movement; Congressman John M. Coffee 
of Washington; Dean Howard M. LeSourd, Director, American Palestine Committee; 
and Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Director, Commission on Palestine Surveys. 

The interest in the Conference and the response of the comm~~ity itself was 
remarkable, in view of the fact that the .American Palestine Committee and the 
Christian Council on Palestine concentrated their efforts on a selected cross­
section of less than 2,000 Boston Christian leaders. The attached resolution 
was adopted and copies were sent to President Truman, Secretary of State 
Stettiniue, all members of the delegation at San Francisco, and to Senators and 
Representatives from Massachusetts. 

Newspaper coverage was excellent, In some newspapers the Conference and its 
demands made the front page against the competition of war news from Europe. 

At the close of the Conference, the entire attendance constituted themselves into 
the American Chrl.stian Palestine Committee and a elate of officers was elected to 
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follow the progrrun adopted by the Conference. Governor Tobin of Massachusetts 

accepted the chairmanship of this co!IlT!littee. 

_____ .,._ 

The reaction of the Jewish community of Boston to the Conference w~s splendid. 
The prestige of the Zionist movement was consider~bly hei ghtened in Eas ton as a 
result, and a few of the Jewish gu.ests at the Conference (they were limiteo. to 20 
in numb~r) later offered to finance completely c.ny meetings that might be held in 
the futu.re under the sponsorship of Ch:r- i sti 3.n and non-sectarian gro ups, so hat 
our p rograr.1 could be carried out aR widely as possible . 

At ; FBP 
.3nc. 
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Americ Christian Palestine Committee 
85 Devonshire Street 
:Sos ton 9, l~assachusetts 

tcclP-ration Adopted by the American Christian Palestine Conference 
of Boston Meeting at Hotel Statler , Boston, April 9, 1945. 

Presented by the Rev. David R. Hunter, Chairman of 
the Findings Committee whose memb8rs are the 

Rev . Donald Lot_u'Qp, Mr . John McL'lren, 
Dean Jesse :B. D:...:,7i:,. and Miss Lucille Ea.ven . 

We meet on the eve of the f0r£s;_r1g of the peace . 

C 
0 

p 
y 

As American citizens, as C.r.i.:..1 istians i.·rho hold th r~ t the rnlfa7te of humanity 

is the :prof'ound goal of true cit i Z'J:r. 1. <.: . . 1 J . .f. and t'.ho str-nc.1 rer.dy to suyiport the leaders 

of thf: United Jl'o.tions ir.. tr..ei h1.• turic task to ostt::.bl.:.s'1 a social orC1.er in ,..rhich 

all pco,,les, large ar.1.d zmall, may li e in ea.ce ar..d securi t~ , ve have bathe red 

here today in this .American Chris i n~ PLlesti . e Co!lference . 

We believe that ono of the fundar .. ont:il problems f acing the world todey is 

the -problem of rehabilitating the peoples who h3.ve bee crushed by Fascist -:,.,~ 

gres3ion . We hold that one of the challengin~ i s es of our time is the ho~elcsc::r>s~ 

of the Jewish people . Rehabilitation for these surviving vicLi::1s of :Ii tlcrism 

must be the first task in the United Nations' reconstruction 0f aociety. 

Out of the crucible of the last World War and in recognition of the 

historic connection of the Jm· ish people with Palestine came the promise of the 

civilized worlcl enbodied in the :Balfour Declarati ,~ n . Tr_at pro;;iise, macle by (}rea.t 

Britain aft or consultation 11th the United States an..d other Allied nations, w .. s 

incor:por ted. in the League of 1~a.tions Mal"date for Palo"' tine which designated 

Groat :Britain ~s the trustee chargci with th0 obligation for its fulfillment . 

In reliance upon tho.t colemn covenant, the Je, .. ish people returned to 

Palestine to join those of their brethren who he.c"'. never left the land of Ierael . 

There they worked a. modern miracle . A land mA.de derelict by centuries of nee;lect 

became an oasis i n the midst of waste . They tun1ed marshes into fertile fields , 

made barren hills fruitful with forest and orchard , drove cut pestilence d 
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disease, and brought to a people struggling in the morass of medieval feudalism 

all the blessirl89of the Western world. 'lhey created in those great vastnesses 

of feudal reaction the sole bastion of democracy in the Middle East. When the 

second World War erupted, that bulwark held firm against the enemy. 

The contribution by Jewish Palestine alone to the cause of the United · 

Nations is one of the glorious chapters of this war. 'l'he enlistment in this war 

of tens of thousands of young men and women from Palestine represented in pro­

portion to the population the largest voluntarz enlistment from any country in 

the world. 

l3ut this promise, upon the basis of which the Jewish people poured out 

their lives, their treasure and their vitality was, through political expediency, 

gradually whittled down. In 1939, as a last capitulation to the forces of 

aggresqion, the policy of appeasement whoee seed was sown at Munich reached the 

f11ll flower of infamy in the Chamberlain White Paper. It was issued as a gesture 

r.f appeasement to certain Arab leaders who, influenced and supported by Eitler 

and Mussolini, sought to whip up their people against the !ritish and the Jews. 

Recognized as the last relic of the Munich era, this a.ct reversed the very 

objectives o! the Mandate for Palestine. It wag never assented to by the United 
. 

States whoee assent to any modifi.oation ~f the Mandate is required. It was• ip 

the words of Winston Churchill, a "plain breach of a solemn obligation.ff 

Now as we meet in sight of victory in this second World t'lar, we ask the 

civilized world to right this wrong and fulfill this great promise. At this 

moment of decision when the world of freedom and Juatice is being constructed 

by the architect• of the peace, a just solution of the Jewish problem cannot 

again be postponed. 

We ask that when the democratic leaders of the world meet in the councils 

of nations, the Jews be given an opportunity to be heard. No decision with regard 

to Palestine can be valid without a Jewish re12resentation in the deliberations 

which c\ftermi&e that decision, 
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We ask that peno.ing the final peace the gates of Palestine be oy,e:r..ecl now. 

The broken remnants of European Jewry may thus rebuild their shattered li v-es 5.:'J. 

Pnlectine where they will be welcome as nowhere else in the world. 

In e.ccord with America's traditio:r.al policy of support for Jowish as1"'irn­

tions in Palestine, reaffirmed and reenforced by the platforms of both major 

political parties a.rid by an over~helming majority of the members of Congress, 

we respectfully ad.dress ourselves to the President of the United Ste.tes with the 

earnest plea to use his good offices, as pror:iised by him in his historic statements 

bGfore ~nd after Yalta, in assuring early and definitive GCtion on Palestine. 

In pursuan.ce of our convict:t.ons here stated, we now organized ourselves 

into the Americnn Christian PaJ,estine Com,-,li ttee of :Boston a.rid dedicate ourselves 

to the task: of achie..,ing justice for this tracicnlly ·oetrB.yecl people . We call 

upo!l our members to bend their efforts, ina.i vid1wlly and collectively, to this 

end. 

We call upon our members to urge upon the organizations to ,.,.,h i ch they 

belong -- civic, political, an.d fraternal -- to join with them in ay: ].)ealing to 

the President, to the State Department, to their chosen representatives in Con~re~.s , 

and to the American delegates to the San Francisco Conference, to suwort them in 

this great campaign for human lj.heration. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

Date May 21, J.91'1c5 

Under the auspices of the American Christian Palestine Cor.unittee a letter 
has gone forward to the Senators and Representatives of the United States 
Congress requesting them to sign a letter to the President which urges 
that immediate steps be taken to open Palestine to unrestricted Jewish 
immigration and to establish Palestine as a free and democratic Je1ish 
Commonwealth. 

Copies of the letters and enclosures are attached hereto. 

To buttress the activities of the A,nerica.n Christian Palestine Committee 
and to ensure a majority of signatories from both Houses, Chairmen of 
Local Emergency Committees throughout the cow1try can cooperate in making 
this a successful undertitking by: 

1. Seeing to it that several influent5.al members of each 
community write personal letters to their Congrescmen 
stating that they understand that the A~erican Christian 
Palestine Committee has sent snch a letter and urglng 
them to join the other members of CongreGs in signing it; 

2. Calling a special meeting of the Local F.mergency Comr· i ttee 
at which a resolution should be passed urging the Repre­
sentatives and Senators to sign. The resolution should 
bear the names of local committee menbers. 

Please do not publicize this project in any wey at present . As soon as 
the results are tabulated we will send you a full report and directives 
for further action. 

AL:CMH 
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Dear Mr. President: 

m HE victorious close of the war in Europe makes it 

timely and urgent to address you now on a subject which may well be the 

testing ground of our determination to achieve a stable peace based on justice 

and equality. 

The story of the monstrous atrocities perpetrated by the Nazis needs 

no repetition. The Jewish people were deliberately singled out for wholesale 

annihilation, and in this suffered beyond all other peoples. Civilization owes 

it to the Jewish people to see that the great work of reconstituting Pales.­

tine as the Jewish Commonwealth initiated at the end of the last war, with 

the endorsement of the League of Nations and of our Government and peo.­

ple, is brought to a successful conclusion. 

Every President of the United States since Woodrow Wilson has re.­

affirmed the support of the American Government for the restoration of the 

Jewish National Home. The United States Congress, as early as 1922, en.­

dorsed that policy. The approval was reaffirmed by the American.-British 

Convention of 1924. The two major American political parties in 1944 de.­

dared at their respective national conventions their support of this policy, 

and thirty,three of our States representing eighty.-five percent of the Ameri.­

can population have similarly gone on record, through resolutions adopted 

by their respective Legislatures, in support of Jewish aspirations in Palestine. 



All efforts to find refuge for the uprooted Jews of Europe have been 
fruitless. It is apparent that the undertaking at th end of the last war to 
establish Palestine as a national home for the Jewish people is the only answer. 

The Jews have shown what they are able to create in their ancestral 
home, both as colonizers in peace and as allies in war. Their record in both 
respects is superb. They have established a sound economy. Their achiev-­
ments in industry, agriculture and public works are proof that the land they 
are so admirably reclaiming can absorb all who seek a home there. Their 
single--minded devotion to the Allied cause, and their contribution of blood 
and toil which in Palestine is out of all proportion to their number, consti-­
tutes an outstanding chapter in the history of our common struggle. 

Mr. President, we believe that the time for action is now. We respect, 
fully urge, now that hostilities in Europe have ceased, that all powers of our 
Government be exerted toward the immediate fulfillment of that policy to 
which America is so deeply committed. We earnestly request you to use 
your influence with the Government of Great Britain, the Mandatory for 
Palestine, to open forthwith the doors of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish im, 
migration and colonization; and we hope that you will urge all interested 
governments to join with the United Stat s toward the end of est blishing 
Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth at the earliest 

possible time. 

To the attainment of these ends - which have the endorsement of 

the American people - we pledge you our support. 

Respectfully yours, 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The project which is the subject of this memorqndum will spearhead our most 
intensive campaiGJl to date. It is extremely important for our future politicc..l 
activity th2.t we cruivass all candidates for the United StP.tos Senate c..nd 
House of Reproeentativos who arc up for election this Novombor, and obtain 
from thg~ endorsements of our progro.m. 

Inasm'\l·m as both tho Democratic P.nd Ropublican Parties hn.vc included in their 
rcspo,.,tivc platforms planks which clearly fnvor tho opening of Palestine to 
unror.trictcd Jewish imnigre.tion ond colonizntion, so that n free ond domo­
cra.tic Jewish Con1.t~onwenlth □['.y be established thcro, it should not be difficult 
to obtain affimations of this progr~n froo tho candidates for Congress. 

1 fool quite confident th~t you will lmow how to approach the candidates in 
your d\strict. Thero is, however, one spocinl instruction which we urge you 
to follow cnrcfully. You should not contact the candidates as r0proscntativcs 
of nny of our orgrnizations, but should appronch the~ as individunl voters 
~nd as constituents. In other words, cendidntos of tho Domocratic Party 
should be spoken to by Denocretic voters, and Republican candidates should 
be net by Republicans. 

In your Congressional district, the candidates are 

---------------------------------------' 
--------------------------------------· 
----------------------....---------------· 
The enclosed foms, which you should ask the candidates to sign, contain the 
Palestine planks of both parties. 

It is cost devirablo that you or your roprosontntivo visit tho above candidates 
personally to secure their endorsenents, but if this is not feasible, we arc 
enclosing a S\lggcsted letter which night bo used. Plcnso note that if you 
use this lottor, it should be written on the personal stntionory of local 
citizens. Nature.J.ly, you ney alter tho lotter as you sec tit, particularly 
if noro thrm one person comnunico.tes with the crndidntoe in this wey. 

Aftor you have obtainod tho signatures of tho candido.tos to tho attached 
foms, plonso forward these immediately +.n our New iork office. Please bear 
in mind that this activity should be completed and the signatures obtained 
not later than September 20th., 

I feel certain that you will carr? Jut this highly important and confidential 
assignment in an efficient mid o~foctivo manner. 

HLS:HH 
Encs. 



(SUGGESTED LETTER TO EVERY CANDIDATE FOR THE 

HOUSE OF :REPRESENTATIVES AND THE UNITED ST.ATES SENATE) 

Dear Candidate: 

As you are aware, the Republican and Democratic National 
Conventions, each without a dissenting vote, adopted platfonns 
favoring the establishment in Palestine of a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

This action pledges both major political parties to the 
execution of th~ intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration, 
promulgated during World War One, with the approval of the United 
States, Great Britain, and forty-nine other allied and associated 
nations, for the purpose of finding a solution to the tragic 
problem of the Jewish people of Europe. Because the Jew has been 
the greatest victim of Hitler's savagery, the need for this solu­
tion is greater today than ever. 

Tho unanimous action of the two major political parties 
in adopting almost identical platform pledges is proof that the 
American people have come to regard this constructive solution 
of the basic Jewish problem of the world today as one of tho 
important objectives of a just world poaoo which, all of us are 
agreed, should follow this war. 

Because we are confident that you too are in accord with 
these party pledges of elemental justice to the Jewish people, we 
are requesting your signature to the attached statement. 

Very sincerely yours, 



'4. RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From· 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Comrni ttees Date October 19, 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The historic effents of the past week, which augur well for favorable defini­
tive action on the Palestine question, constitute some of the most signifieant 
gains we haTe made since the American Zionist Emergency Council, under the 
leadership of Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, began its 
program of intensive political work on the American sceno. 

On October 14, 1944, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Executii"c Comnittet; Chairman of 
the American Zionist Eroorguncy Council, was authorized by Senator Robert A. 
Taft to make public the following l~tter which Senator Tcd't had rccci~ed from 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson: 

11 My dear Senator: 

War Department 
Washington, D. C. October 10, 1944 

11 1 refer to your letter of September 12, 1944, regarding s.R. 
247, introduced by s~nator Wagner and yourself on the subject of 
opening the doors of Palestine to the fre~ entry of Jews into that 
country. 

11 At the tizre your resolution was being consid~red by the 
Foreign Relations CoII1Inittee tho ondorsemcnt of such a proposal 
by thu Congress had grave implications which would s£riously hav0 
interfered with the progress of the war. In response to your 
inquiry I have reviewed the considerations which applied at that 
time. I find that there is still strong feeling on the part of 
many officers in my departIWnt that the passage of such a resolu­
tion would interfere with our military effort. However, I do f (jc l 
that the military considerations which led to my previous action 
in opposing the passage of this rusolution are not as strong a 
factor nor, as they were then, 

"In iey judgment, political considerations now outr,eigh the 
military, and the isSlle should be determined upon the political 
rather than tho military basis. 11 

(Signed) Henry L, Stimson 
Socrctary of War 

On October 12, 1944, Governor Thomas E. Dewey made the following statement: 

"I heartily indorse the Palestine plank in the Republican 
party platform. Again I repeat what I previously stated to the 



great leader of the .American Zionist movement and distinguished American, 
Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer, that I am for the reconstitution of Paletitine 
as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in accordance with the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the r esolution of the Republican Congre ~s 
in 1922. I have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to giv~ r~fuge 
to millions of distressed Jews d.ri'Vtm from their homes by tyranny I 
favor the opening of Palestine to their unlimited imr1ligrntion and lund 
ownE,r ship. 

"The .American people have time and again declared themsel '7es in 
favor of these principles. The Republican party has at all times been 
the traditional friend of the mo~eroont. 

11 As Pr&sident I would use my best offices to ha":"e our government 
working together with Great Britain to achieve this great objective for 
a people that have suffered so much and deserve so much at tne hands of 
ma.nkind. 11 

(Signed) Thomus E. Dewey 

And on October 15, 1944, the following declaration by President Franklin Del3!1o 
Roosevelt was tran~mitted to the Convention of the Zionist Organizuti0n of America, 
through Senator Robert F.· Wngner: 

11 Knowin~ that you a.re to attend th~ Forty-Seventh .Annual Convention 
of the Zioniut Orgnnizntion of .Am0rica, I usk you to convey to th6 dule­
gate s assembled my cordi.'.:11 greutings. 

11 Pleo.sc express Ir~ satisfaction that, in accord with the trndi ticnlQ 
Ancrican policy a..r1d in .1:cee;;ping with the spir1 t of the Four Freedoms:> the 
Democratic Party at its July Conveution this year included the following 
plank in its platform: 

1We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted 
Jc:wi sh immi6ration and colonization, aJ1d such a 
policy as to rt: ~.11 t in the establis1 mcnt there of 
a free and democr atic Jevli sh comznonwcal th. 1 

"Efforts will bw made to find appropriate ways and mcons of effuctu­
ating this policy as soon as pr, cticabl~. r knov ho·,; long and ardently 
the Jewish people havu worked and prayed for thu ustnblinhm~r.t of Pules­
tine as a f'rue and democratic Jcwi sh eommonwoal th. I nm convinced tha t 
the Americnn peoplG give their support to this nim and if r~-elected I 
~hnll hulp to bring about its realization." 

(Signed) Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Thus, within a matter of days, we obtained pronouncements which all of us had been 
working to secure for many months. The declaration by the President repr~sents the 
high-water mark of our activity to date. Speaking in the nmoo of the Council, 
Dr. Silver hailed this utterance as a 11 raagnificent and historic statement. 11 We 
have also received definite assurances that action on the Palestine rusolutions 
will b~ resumed next month, just as soon as Congress re-convenes -- and thor~ is 
evory reason to expect that the resolutions will be pasoed overwhelmingly, 

, 



- 3 ... 

While I do not doubt that you are already making plans to do so, I would suggest 
that the heartening developments noted above should serve to determine the charactE-r 
of the Balfour Day meetings which some of you are planning for November 2nd. 

The keynote of your rally should be: Let us have action now leading to t~~ _ _j_mpl2;:_ 
mentation of these. magnificent pledges. Our expressions of elation that the C1:.ief 
Executive of the United States as well as the Republican candid.ate have spoken in 
such unmistakable terms should be joined 'by our urging that those utterances shD.11 
be effectuated speedily. 

It is very important, too, tllat letters of commendation go forward immediately to 
the authors of these statements. I feel confident that this will be carried out 
in the same effective manner that has characterized your previous efforts along 
these lines. 

It should b~ noted that these great strides forward towards the realizatiun of our 
final objective have been achieved as the r~sult of a cnr0fully planned and 
vigorously prosecuted program of political activity and public relations which 
the Council launched only a short time ago. A large measure of credit for these 
accomplishments must go ·to you for the truly outstanding work you ha~u dono in the 
local communities. In the pastt you have carried out all instructions and all 
assignments with great skill and devotion. I hc1.vu no doubt that you will contiruc 
to serve our cause with .undiminished vigor during the coming months, end that we 
whall soon see the complete fulfillment of our aims. 
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f-MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 19, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The historic e .. ,.ents of the past week, which augur well for favorable defini­
tive action on the Palestine question, constitute some of the most signifieant 
gains we haTe made since the American Zionist Emergency Council, under the 
leadership of Dr. Stephens. Wise and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. began its 
program of inten3ive political work on the American scene. 

On October 14, 1944, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Ex£:cuti, .. c Conrnitteo Chairman of 
the American Zionist Ererguncy Council, was authorized by Senator Robert A. 
Taft to make public the following 1~tter ~hich Senator Taft had rccoi~od from 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson: 

"My dear Sena tor: 

War Department 
Washington, D. C. October 10, 1944 

11 I ref er to your letter of September 12, 1944, regarding S, R. 
247, introduced by s~nator Wagner and yourself on the subject of 
opening the doors of Palestine to the free entry of Jews into that 
country. 

11 At the tire your re solution was being cont>idered by tbe 
Foreign Relations Comudttee tho endorsement of such a proposal 
by the Congress had grave implications which would s~riously ha 0 

interfered with the progress of the war. In response to your 
inquiry I have reviewed the considerations which applied at that 
time. I find that there is still strong feeling on the part of 
many offic~rs in my departzoont that the passage of such a resolu­
tion would interfere with our military effort. However, I do f t;cl 
that the military considerations which led to my provious action 
in opposing the passage of this resolution are not as strong a 
factor now as they were then. 

"In iey judgment, political considcrati0ns now outueigh the 
military, and the issue should be determined upon th political 
rather than tho military basis." 

(Signed) Honry L. Stimson 
Socrotary of War 

On October 12, 1944, Governor Thomas E. Dewey made the following statement: 

11 I heartily indorse the Palestin~ plank in the Republican 
party platform. Again I repeat what I previously stated to the 
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great leader of the American Zionist movement and distinguished .American, 
Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer, that I am for the reconstitution of Pale~tine 
as a free and democratic Je·.vi sh commonweal th in accordance with the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the resolution of the Republican Congress 
in 1922. I have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to giv0 refuge 
to millions of distressed Jews driven from their homes by tyranny I 
fa;vor the opening of Palestine to their unlimited imr11igration and lund 
own0r ship. 

"The American people have time and again declared themsel~es in 
favor of these principles. The Republican party has at all times been 
the traditional friend of the mo ement. 

11 As President I would use my best offices to ha":"e our government 
working together with Great Britain to achieve this great objective for 
a people that have suffered so much and deserve so much at tne hands of 
mankind." 

( Signed) Thomas E. Dewey 

.And on October 15, 1944, the following declaration by President Franklin DelDno 
Roosevelt was trun~mitted to the Convention of the Zionist Organization of .America, 
through Senator Robert F. Wagner: 

11 Knowing that you are to c..1.ttend thu Forty-Seventh .Annual ConT<.mtion 
of the Zionist Org.'.lnizntion of .America, I ask you to convey to the dl;le­
gates assombled my cordial greutings. 

11 Please express my satisfaction thr1..t, in accord with the trndi ticn·w. 
An.crican policy and in Ke~ping vii th the spi1~1 t of thu Four Freedoms 11 the 
Democratic Party at its July Convention this year included the following 
plank in its platform: 

1 We favor the opening of Palestine to unre ~tricted 
Je\vi sh immi6ration and colonization, and such a 
policy as to rusi.11 t in the establismm~nt there of 
a f'reE;; and democratic Je,,i sh cornrnonwcal th, 1 

11 Effortn will b0 mad<:: to find appropriate ways and means of effl;ctu­
ating this policy as soon as practicable, I know ho·,1 long and ardently 
th Jewish people havu worked and prayed for thu ustablishmt:nt of Pales­
tine as a fruo and dcmocrutic Jewish commonwual th. I am convinced that 
the Amuricnn peoplo give their support to this nim nnd if r~-elocted I 
shnll hulp to bring a.bout its realization." 

(Signed) Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Thus, within a matter of days, we obtained pronouncements which all of us had been 
working to secure for many months. The declaration by the President repr~sents the 
high-water mark of our activity to date. Speaking in the naxre of the Council, 
Dr. Silver hailed this utterance as a "magnificent and historic statement." We 
have also received definite asouranc~s that action on the Falestinu rusolutions 
will be resumed next month, just as soon as Congress re-convenes - and th~r~ is 
ev0ry reason to expect that the resolutions will be pascad overwhelmingly. 
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While I do not doubt that you are already making plans to do so, I would suggest 
that the heartening developments noted above should serve to determine the character 
of the Balfour Day meetings which some of you are planning for November 2nd. 

The keynote of your rally should be: Let us have action now leading to t~e im..Jl.!£:: 
mentation of these.magnificent pledges. Our expressions of elation that the C!.1.ief 
Executive of the United States as well as the Republican candid.ate have spoken in 
such unmistakable terms should be joined by our urging that those utterances shall 
be effectuated speedily. 

It is very important, too, that letters of commendation go forward immediately to 
the authors of these statements. I feel confident that this will be carried out 
in the same effective manner that has characterized your previous efforts along 
these lines. 

It should be noted that these great strides forward towards the realization of our 
final objective have been achieved as the result of a carefully planned and 
vigorously prosecuted program of political activity and public relations which 
the Council launched only a short time ago. A large measu.ro of credit for these 
accomplishments must go to you for the truly outstanding work you ha~u done in the 
local communitie s. In the past, you have carried out o1·1 instructions and all 
assignments with great skill rod devotion. I hn.ve no doubt that you vdll centime 
to serve our cause with undiminished vigor · during the coming months, end thu.t \ IC 

~hall soon se e the complete fulfillment of our aims. 

HLStMBP 
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