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TO THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

BY MEMBERS OF THE 

FACULTIES OF AMERICAN 

SCHOOLS OF HIGHER LEARNING 

"Legal right no less than mo~al obligation·" 



7-he arguments in favor of the Christian ·upport 

of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine seem to me unan werable. From the many I should 

like to emphasize three. 

The fir -t is the humanitarian. 'The hi ·tory of the Pas -over Scandal gives some con

ception of the ordeal to which the Jew , have been subjected from the early days of the 

Christian era, an ordeal of horror which ·eemed incredible in a ·o-called civilized world. 

But even that record pales in the light of the experience of today. The atrocitie • of the Nazi 

persecution of the Jews have never been equaled in human hi ' tory. The "Old avage" 

has u ed every weapon placed in his hand by the "New Civilization" to make more ex

qui ·ite the torture inflicted upon the Jewish race with the intent of it · complete extermina 

tion. That in it ·elf place , a responsibility upon all of us who are worthy of the name 

"Christian," a re -pon ·ibility which we dare not evade. 

Palestine offers a place of refuge, a consideration of the utmo ·t importance if we would 

stay further ma acre of a great race. More than that, it offer ' a home. It is difficult to under-

tand the point of view which ignores the "historical connection of the Jewish people with 

Pale ·tine" and the grounds for recon tituting there their National Home. One of the 

extraordinary facts in history ha , been the persi ·tence throughout the centuries of thi • 

thought of Jeru alem. In no other in tance ha , the life of a people been ·o clo ely bound 

up with that of a city. 

The fact that not all Jew · could or would be a part of that city ha · little bearing upon 

the question. It chief significance lie · in the fact that it i • a great sentiment which would be 

a ource of in ·piration for the future of the race. 

For the econd rea -on why the Chri tian should support the project of a National Home 

in Palestine I would ·tres gratitude. It is curious that the common ·piritual heritage of 

Jew and Christian is so often forgotten. In the ·e days of terror the Christian turn for 

strength and inspiration to the New Testament and-to the Hebrew Prophet. Word written 

thou ands of years ago are -tartling in their under -tanding of modern problems and in the 

way in which they "speak home to the heart." If there were no further reason for the interest 



of tl:te Chri ' tian in the J cwi ' h problem and it - wi ' C ' OJ ution, his indebtedness to the Hebrew 

Prophet would be 'ufficient. 

The third empha 'i ' has to do with the rehabilitation of a di 'traught world. Among the 

problem which will face humanity at the close of the war none will be more difficuJt. Inex

cusable a the failure to live up to the Balfour Declaration has been, the Declaration has in 

part fulfilled it ' purpose. It ha , made the pJan of the Jewi 'h Commonwealth more than a 

blueprint. \,\That ha · been accompli ·hed in Palestine within twcnty-fi e year · has prove :i 

the practicability and wi ·dom of thi , conception of Pale ·tine as the Homeland of the Jewi~h 

race. 

Furthermore, in thi • age of world crisi • it repre ·ents "a fundamental contribution to the 

social and political progre ' S of the world," pos ·ibly of inestimable service in other phases of 

world rehabilitation. 
::vlARY E. \YooLJ.EY 

J>resitLenL Emeritus 

lount 11 olyol<e Co/Lege 

~th pain one reads that there is need for this 

Petition of rights and that again the J1;w i • denied entrance into the Holy Land. The Balfour 

Declaration 'anctioned so uni ersally seemed to be a binding covenant. half million Jew~ 

believed in the pledged word of reat Britain, the guarantee of the League of ation , and 

the unanimou , Re oluti n of Congress. 1 hey returned to their ancient patrimony. Many 

thou -and ' would foHow if the Briti ·h \\ hite Paper did not quarantine this anti -Axis Jand. 

What power politics ha · ~hut the door of thi: promised land to the chosen people in 

their terrible martyrdom: What \Var ad antagc can there be in keeping the Jews a minority 

in their ancient home? Mu 't the rab, who watched di ·intcre tedly when the \1zi blitz 

rolled into Egypt, be appea ed for the wealth of Indiar 

The integrity of the guarantee of the League of ation • mu ·t not be impugned. 

Resolution of Congre • • ·hould not appear an idle, political ge ·ture. 

Great nation · have re ·pon~ibilitie •. Maj oritie • can not safcJy permit minoritie • to :uffcr. 

~mall nation · cannot protect their own o ereignity. Minorities cannot maintain their own 

freedom. Yet do ed door ·, despi ·ed minorities, and devastated littJe nation · breed unrest 

which i • contagiou • beyond in ·ulated frontier '· Peace may die in the conge ·tcd and oppressed 

·tate • and among minoritie • who refu ·e to ·uffcr mor . 



Liberal men and God fearing peoples mu ·t stand firm for peace with victory over 
statism, racism, mercantilism, reaction, and bigotry. Men die that otl er men may live. They 
do not die for one freedom, but for every freedom. And no freedom is greater than a latch 
key to a people's home even though it be so small as a token hearth. 

And for freedom and covenants arrived at by honest nations, the United ' tates hould 
stand. 

RICHARD J. p RCELL 

Professor of flistory 

Catholic University of America 

dr is indeed a privilege to join with ·o many 
hundreds of American educators who, commanded by a pa ·sionate -en ·e of social justice 
and social re ponsibility, direct thi , appeal to our President on behalf of a Jewish Pale ·tine. 
This cause has always been clo ·e to my heart-just a ' it ha · been alive in the thoughts of 
the Jewish people for the la t two thou ·and year-. 

I have had the good fortune to travel through Palestine and to observe its amazing agri 
cultural and industrial rejuvenation, brought about by the Zionist movement, a nationali -m 
whose aim is not power but dignity and health. The Hebrew University on Mount Scopu 
is a real citadel of learning and re earch; the entire Near East and the forces of the United 
Nation today draw rich benefits from its work. 

The tragic events of the past decade have made only too clear the vital need for rebuild
ing Pale tine as a new center of life for the hundred , of thou ·and , of innocent men, women 
and children whom the common foe has hunted from their home ·. 

By taking its place once more in the vanguard of the ·truggle for a Jewish Pale tine, 
the American Government will add greatly to it · long li t of achievement · in humanity' 
eternal trife for ju tice and equality. 

This is the intent and purpose of our Petition. 

ALBERT E1 STEI 

Institute of Advanced Studies 

Princeton University 



TO THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

RESPECTF LLY S ' HMITTED HY MEMBERS OF TII E 

FACULTIES OF AMERICA SCHOOLS OF HIGHER LEARNI G 

J n an hour when the people of the 

United Nations look forward with growing confidence to the early pro pect of 

victory and peace, we, faculty members of American chools of higher learning, 

respectfully draw attention to a problem of far-reaching human and political 

implications. 

tEHE Jewish people of Europe was the fir t target of the Nazi aggre sor. Un-

protected by a government of its own, this people, which has contributed so 

rnuch ·to the progress of our civilization, has undergone a ruthless process of 

slaughter resulting in the extermination of more than one-third of its number. 

This gigantic catastrophe has re-emphasized the national homelessness of the Jews 

and their need for a land to which they may come as of right and not on tolerance. 



JN 1922, fifty-two nations endor ed the pledge of Great Britain and the League 

of Nations "to facilitate the establishment of a national homeland for the Jew 

in Palestine." This policy, being the basis of the l\!landate for Palestine entrusted 

to Great Britain by the League of Nations, was unanimously approved by the 

government of the United States in terms of a joint re olution of Congre , adopted 

at that time. 

J N the intervening decades the progress made by the Jewish National Home ha 

been among the mo t remarkable achievements of modern times. More than 

a half million victims of prejudice and int~lerance have been enabled, without 

infringing on the right of any other people or religious group to remake their 

live in dignity and self-reliance on their ancestral soil. 

~HE British White Paper of May, I 939, condemned by Mr. Win ton Churchill 

a "a plain breach of a solemn obligation," threaten the doom of the Jewish 

National Home by clo ing the Holy Land to further J ewi h immigration. 

DE are convinced that the e tabli hment of a Jewish Commonwealth will 

represent a fundamental contribution to the ocial and political progre of 

the world. On the basis of legal right no le than of moral obligation, the govern

ment of the United States is entitled and i cal1ed upon to intercede on behalf of 

the J ewi h people. 

DE respectfully petition you to u e the influence and power of your high office 

to the end that the door of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews 

into that country, and that there hall be full opportunity for colonization, o that 

the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Pale tine a a free and democratic 

J ewi h Common wealth. 
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LEO WEISZ 
TIMOTHY P. WHITE 

111 ount JI olyoke College 
MARYE. WOOLLEY, President Emeritus 

Simmons College 

MORRIS FRIEDBERG 

Smith College 

S. RALPH HARLOW 

Tufts College 

H. H. CHAKMAKJIAN 

MYRON J. FILES 

VAN JOHNSON 
KENNETH 0. MYRICK 

WILLIAM HOWELL REED 

CLARENCE R. SKI ER 

WILLIAM F. WYATT 

Wellesley College 

KATHERI EC. BALDERSTON 

Westfield State Teachers College 

EDWARD J. ScANLO , Pre ident 

Worcester Polytechnic 1 nstitute 

ZELOTES W. COOMBS 

MICHIGAN 

A Lbion College 

JOH L. SEATON, Pre ident 

LMIL LEFFEN 

Central llJichigan College 
of Education 

C. L. A SPACH, Pre ident 

Detroit hzstitute of Technology 

PAUL HICKEY, President 

Ferris 11lstitute 

M. S. WARD, Pre ident 

University of Grand Rapids 

PAUL F. VOELKER, President 

lllichigan College of llJining and 
Technology 

GROVER C. DILLMAN, Pre ident 

Jl,f ichiga,z State College 

CARL B. ANDREWS 

HARRY C. BARNETT 

STANARD G. BERGQUIST 

WILDA BOLLES 

H. M. BYRAM 

JOE A. CALLAWAY 

ROSWELL G. CARR 
C ARLES W. CHAPMAN 

}ES IE FREMONT CLARK 

HENRY T. DARLINGTON 

GEORGE P. DEYOE 

C. B. DIBBLE 

E.E. DOWN 

C. S. DUNFORD 

MABELLE s. EHLERS 

F. w. FADIAN 

0. W. FAIRBANKS 

WALTER R. FEE 

L. . FOLTZ 

J. J. GARRISON 
CARL s. GERLACH 

DuA EL. GrnsoN 

IRA A. GOULD 

IRMA H. GROSS 

VERNO G. GROVE 

ERNEST B. HARPER 

BRUCE E. HARTSUCH 

J. G. HAYS 
WILBUR 0. HEDRICK 

FRANK . HEWETSO 

GUY H. HILL 

. R. HOFFER 

CARL A. HOPPERT 

L. C. HUGHES 

MARY LEE HURT 

HARRISON R. HUNT 

GOMER L. JONES 

WILLIAM A. KELLY 

R.H. KELTY 

E .. KING 

E. E. KIN EY 

E. P. LAWRE CE 

. A. LAWSON 

.. LEE 
T. A. MERRIi.i. 

HARLES W. MILLER 

LoRl G. MILi.ER 

EDWARD A. ORDHAUS 

BURR K. 0 BOR 

JAME A. PORTER 

BERNARD R. PROULX 

STANLEY S. RADFORD 

K. C. RANDALL 

TOWN ENDRI H 

CLIFFORD . Rix 
J ME E. ROBERTSON 

Ru ELL A. RUNNELLS 

EDw ARD K. S LES 

Al.EX DER CHUSTER 

J. W. HEEDY 
. . I ,ERFOO 

A. J. M. MLTII 

MR . . H. PURW.\Y 

. H. SPURWAY 

H.J. STAF ETH 

E. H. TEWART 

WILUAM R. SUR 

ROMEOJ. TAT 

J. F. THADEN 

G. M. TROUT 

ORION I.REY 

GEORGE WALLACE 

R. M. WARRE 

CHARLE P. WELLS 

University of 111ichigrm 

JOH MARK LY CH 

HARRY M. M ORMICK 

PRESTON W. LO SON 

ARTHUR EVA WOOD 

Wayne University 

DAVID D. HENRY 

HAROLD ILVER 

MINNESOTA 

Duluth State Teachers College 

ABOR V. HARVANIK 

llf acalester College 
L RE CE E. FICKEN, Acting Pre ident 

l niversity of llli1111esotn 
GEORGE P. Co GER 

Er.10 D. MONACIIE I 

LEO G. RIGLER 

Saint Cloud State Tenclun C'ollege 
D. S. BRAINERD, Pre i<lent 

Saint John's University 
ALCUIN DEUTSCH, President 

MISSISSIPPI 

A It-om A. & 111. College 
\VtLLIAM H. BELL, Pre i<lent 

Belhaven College 
G. T. GILLE PIE, Pre ident 

111ississippi tate College 
B. P. BROCKS 

HERBERT HElLBERG 

GEORGE SACKHEJ'M 

CECIL SCHWARTZ 

RUFUS H. NYDER 

MISSOURI 

niversity of Kansn City 
L RE CE R. DECKER, Pre ident 

.ll1aryville C'ollegl' 
ODElDE MOUTON, Pre ident 

.ll1issouri r/1001 of 11/i,us 
CuRTI L. WILSON, Dean 

ortheast ]IJissouri State Teachers 
College 

WALTER H. RYLE, Presi<le11t 

Pnrk College 
WtLLIAM L. You G, Pre. ident 

tepltens College for Jf/ omen 

J MES M. WOOD 

Tarkio Colfrge 
M. EARLE OLLI , President 

A. W. MARTIN 

MONTANA 

1l ontana late College 

R.R. RENNE, Acting Pre ident 

A. W. TRAND 

111 ontantt tale niversity 
ERNE T 0. MELBY, Pre ident 

E. w. LEAPHART 

NEBRASKA 

University of Nebraska 

DR. A. S. Run ITZ 

ebraska Wesleyan University 

BENJAMIN F. SCHWARTZ, Pre ident 

Uniori College 
E. E. Cos ENTINE, Pre ident 



York Collrge 

D. E. WEIDLER, President 

NEW JERSEY 

Alma lf/hite College 

ARTHUR K. WmTE, President 

ARLAND WOl ,FRAM 

B/oo111/ield College 

Jo EPH HUNTER, President 

University of Newark 

GEORGE H. BLACK, President 

ew Jersey tale Teachers College 

CLAIR . WIGHTMAN , Pre ident 

H. A. PRAGUE 

Princeton 

IRENE A .DELALE 

ALBERT E1 TEIN 

HETTY GOLDMAN 

ERICH KAHLER 

E.A.LowE 

JOHN VON EUMANN 

niversity 

Rutgers 11iversity 

VIRGl lA \V. AME 

DONALD C. DORIA 

Jo EPH M . G1 BURG 

ZORA KLAIN 

CARROLL C. PRATT 

FREDERICK . ROCKWELL 

NEW MEXICO 

niversity of e'U.' 111 exico 

JAME F. Z1MMERMA , Pre · ident 

NEW YORK 

A I/red l niversity 

J. EL N OR WOOD, Pre ident 

Barnard College 

T. GAYLORD ANDREW 

HELE PHELP BAILEY 

LOUl EM. OMER 

A DRE !DUARTE 

LUCIA . Fl HER 

GRACE SPRINGER FORDE 

JULlU HELD 

MlRRA KOMAROV KY 

FLORE CE L. LoWTHER 

JOHN A. MOORE 

EDWARD MULLl 

HELEN Hu PARKIIUR T 

H. w. PUCKETT 

GLADY A. REICH RD 

Ac E R. WAYMA 

LOUlSB TABENAU 

ISABELLE DE WYZEWA 

Brooklyn College 

HARRY D. GIDEON E, Pre ident 

JOSEF ALEXANDER 

LEON ARD E. ARN UD 

RAMIRO ARRATlA 

M. J. BENARDETE 

RICHARD BOYCE 

Jo EPH BRE LER 

BENJAMIN BRICKM N 

MARY CARDOZO 

\V1LEY J. CAR ATHAN 

B. R. 0 FIELD 

Jo EPH H. DAvm ON 

EDWARD I. FENLON 

OL IL FURTH 

BERNARD D. . GREBANlER 

LEO J. HE Kl 

HOWARD w. lltNTZ 

LEO KATZ 

MARY LEE H. KETTLER 

PHlLlP M. KRET CHMA N 

DOROTHY LA HER-SCHLITT 

MAURICE LIEBERMAN 

J. LOFT 
MAX A. LURIA 

F. w. MARO EY 

PERCEY MATENKO 

IRVlNG MARK 

J.E. Ml ALL 

J. H. EUMANN 

Lou1 R. OsH1N 

MIGUEL PIZARRO 

HELE POPE 

LILLIAN C. PROE 

MELVIN REDER 

MADELINE R. RlBINTO 

H .\RRY LOCKOWER 

IIAROLD TEI 

MAURICE J. VALE CY 

REUBE W ALLENROD 

FREDERIC M. WHEELOCK 

JOH WHYTE 

BELLE ZELLER 

A AR. ZOLLINGER 

University of Buffalo 

ARI.O . At.DEN 

Wu.LARD H. Bo NER 

RICHARD M. DRAKE 

IIARRY M. GEHMA 

SEAVER R. GtLCREA T 

PHILIP HALPERN 

D. LEARY 

O1.IVE P. LE TER 

IIARRtET F. Mo TAG E 

JUI.I PARK 

EMMA E. PETER 

ARTHUR L. WooD 

Buffalo tatr• Tearlun College 

HARRY W. Ro KWELL, President 

City College of City of cw York 
Doicntoicn 

Ro E E. At.DERMA 

AER 
LY 

LIN KY 

R. 
IPO 

WILLIAM BUR 

] M R 

BER 01.ENK 

ALE HAIKELI 

RODE , 

WtLJ.lAM 

M RION J 

EPHRAIM 

J ME A. CURRAN 

. M. DEi. 0 

GEORGE B. DtCKSO 

Bo . ORE LER 

LLARD OYER 

ERKLEILLA 

KE ETH EVE 

R NDOLPH F ARIE 

WILLIAM L . FINKEL 

DE ET. Fl NE 

T. FITCH 

E. J. FtEI.D 

CHARLE B. FOWLER 

At.BERT . FRIE D 

R. . FuTLo 

G. . GARRISON 

JOHN 0 . GEMMILL 

MYRO GORDO 

RALPH GORDON 

FRANK C. HARDY 

. W. IIAYTER 

WILLIAM IIElFETZ 

A.HOM 

EARL B. HUME 

JOH H. HUTCHIN 

CL . .\RK R. JACK ON 

MtCIIAEL J. Kll,EHM 

MURRAY KLEtMA 

llowARD E. Ko H 

EUGENE H. KNOERR 

JAME W . KNOWI.E 

MICHAEL KRAU 

K . KRET H 

KE ETH KROi.i. 

ROBERT K . KRUZEi. 

IIARRY w. LAEDI.ER 

M. LEBEL 

II E RY LEFFERT 

J ULlU LENGL 

J .. LEWI 

J .\ME LEBE 

LEO , J. LlEDREI II 

Ru ELL D. LOCK 

11.\RLE MARTI 

J. MARTET 

GORD MEI.YIN 

(;EORGE ME .\KER 

. M. MtDDI.EOR0OK 

JO EPH Mit.KMA 

MAX Mt fOAI. 

PAUL, ENENERTH 

BE J \Ml 

PmLCP 

IMO 

LlNCOL OREN 

JACOB . O1.EA 

BER H RD O TROLi: N K 

Roy Ou LEY 

COi.EMA . PAR 

\V.L.PAY E 

Er.uOT 1-l. Pou <;t.R 

M. D. POTTER 

£1.1,1 L. R E I.Y 

ROBERT L. RUBE TEI 

lfEROERT RUCKER 

R. K. TR NATT,\ 

0. ' IIERWl 

L.\WRE CE W. IIERRETT 

MAX IIIFFMAN 

A. HOCKET 

H EROERT ' PIRO 

FR..\ K A. THOR TO 

II. ALA TOHE 

Jo11 R. TUR t.R 

. WALTMAN 

IIARRY WEING RT!: 

B. C. WRLGHT 

P UL ZILCNER 

MAX ZlMERE y 

City College of City of 
l ptown 

II. . WRIGHT, Pre ident 

ABR H M ABR MOWITZ 

MERV'! w. ALI. WORTH 

P. M. APFELOAUM 

E. w. ARAPHA 

ALFRED E. B RTZ 

Ru Et.LL. Bmou 
THOM H. 8EMOY 

JOHN L. 8ERGSTRE ER 

ew }' ork 



City College of City of ew }'ork 
U ptoU'll (Cont'd) 

HOWARD G. BOHHN 

0 CAR liUCTWAR 

IRVING A TER 

ANSELM COFOLA 

DANIEL T. O'CONNELL 

LEONEL ECHTMA 

DAVLD EDELMA 

ABRAHAM EPHRO 

WILLIAM ELKI 

E. J. GOLDFARB 

WILLIAM M. GIRDE 

HYMA E. GOLD 

MORTO GOTI' HALL 

HE RY B. HA TEI 

ALBERT J. HEMIS 

R. S. HOLZMA 

ROBERT j AHRLING 

0 CAR 1. j ANOW KY 

SAMUEL Jo EPH 

ELLIOT ]UNI 

J ULlUS KAIKOW 

C.H. KENT 

PAUL KE El.MAN 

Y. H. KRIKORIAN 

SIEGFRIED KRAUS 

FREDERICK KUHLE 

DAVID LEWI 

SEYMOUR LIP ET 

SOL LIPTZI 

l. A. LEYT 

JAME T. McLAu 111.1N 

EL P. MEAD 

HARLES MERLIG 

HOWARD T. MULLlTZ 

BARNET AIMAN 

WILLIAM EIDLI GER 

VICTOR L. ICHOLS 

EMYTH Po T 

ROBERT H. RA D,\LL 

DR. FRITZ REICHE 

s. A. RHODE 

MAURICE B. Ro AL KY 

EDWI . RoEDDER 

Lou, FuRMA ' 

A. K. CHMIDT 

j. ALWY CHAl'IRO 

HENRY EMAT 

FREDERICK . ETHUR 

JOHN D. HEA 
HARRY M. ' HULM.-\ 

CHENLArrE B. SMYR OFF 

E. B. SMITH 

GERHART AENGER 

JAME Ro TEVE 

HERBERT TAUB 

HE RY T. l'DEGROVE, JR. 

HARRY W GREI H 

\V LTER A. M I BUGER 

FRA K J. WELL 

G. EDWI WHITE 

W LTER L. WILLIG 

LAWREN EA. WILL 

HAROLD WOLF 

ROBERT J. WOLFF 

ALEXANDER WUNDHEILER 

MARK w. ZEMA KY 

Columbia University 
THEODORE ABEL 

QUENT! ANDERSO 

. w. BARON 

PAUL H. BEIK 

G. A. BETZ 

MARTI BUCHB D 

ROBERTL. 
H .IIRRY J. 
WILLIAM 

RICHARD V . CHA E, JR. 

ERNE TO C. DACAL 

MARG.\RITA D. DA L 

HARLE R. DAW 0 
A GEL DEL Rio 

JOH DEWEY 

G. L. Fo TER 

ICIIOLA GOLD CHMIDT 

Lou, II. HACKER 

\Vll .. LIAM HALLER 

MILTON HANDLER 

G EOR ,E HERZOG 

FRED W. HOUSEHOLDER, JR. 

S .\MUEL M. KAUFMA 

PAUL R. KLINE 

OTTO Ku EBERG 

ICHOLA KOPELOFF 

PAUL LA G 

IIOWARD LEVI 

R .\LPH LI TO 

REI HARD H . LUTHI. 

ROBERT . LYND 

l AAC MENDELSOIIN 

ROBERT K. MERTON 

W11 .. I.IAM J. MITCHELL 

WILLIAM P. MONTAGUE 

DOUGLA MOORE 

(,ARD ER MURPHY 

GEORGE T. RE NER 

GEORGE . 'EWA RD 

JIE RY . H RP 

MARIO A . PEI 

j. L. HERE HEF KY 

BER ARD PIVACK 

PERCIVAi. M . YMO ' D 

HORACE TAYLOR 

ARTH R w. THOM .\ 

MARK VAN DOREN 

j EAN EV ARNEY 

J. ' . WECHSLER 

AIIRAHAM \VALD 

ROBERT . \VOODWORTH 

Cornt'/1 l nivasity 
\\1. A. A DER 0 

B. HR DflELD 

J.P. BRETZ 

IIELE D. BULL 

EDWI A. BURTT 

FRA KP. Bu ELL 

llARRY API.A 

E. M. IIANEST 

RAJ.Pit W. URTI 

FRA Cl E. DART 

F. 0 . ELLENWOOD 

R. A. EMER 0 

F .. FREEMA 

G. E. GR ,\ TH ,\M 

Lou, G TTM .\ 

H . B. HARTWIG 

J LlU M. H .\ T'I G 

MARY F . HENRY 

GLE N w. HERR! K 

(,R T . l-IOPKI 

M . L. jEMCO E 

II \RI.EV HOWE 

w. A . HURWITZ 

E. LEO ARD JE EM 

ll. LEVI E 

HOWARD P. LIDDELL 

T. L. MARCU E 

DOROTHY P. M RCU E 

C RI.ETO . MURDOCK 

A.G . 

]OH IEDERHAU ER 

E. WILi.i M OL ND 

A. OLIVER 

]. p Pl H 

FR K H. RA DOLPH 

L. D. Rieu 

I I .\ROLD E. Ro A 

IIENRIS.SACH 

R. LAN I TO H .\RP 

LLOYD P. ' MITH 

GEORGE IIOR LEY ' MLTH 

E. UNDERVILLE 

GEORGE J . TIIOMP 0 

JOH N.TII .. TO ,JR. 

C. E. TOWNE D 

JOHN W. TRI CHK ,\ 

II. P. WELD 

RALPH K. \VHITE 

II . A. WLCIIEI.U 

FORRE TB. WRIGHT 

Fordham l nivt•rsity 
' YI.VE TER JOH IIEMLEBE 

I I untcr Collrgl' 
GEORGE M. ' 11u TER, Pre -ident 

v, E TAIT.\ 

M .\TTIIEW G. H .\CH 

Jo EPII C. BAILEY 

ADELINE . BARTLETT 

DORA . BA KOM 

ELI.EN E. BREN AN 

Ac; E M. II. BYRNE 

GRACE J. ,\I.DER 

EDITH CAPPEL 

GR ,\ EM. 'ARHART 

MARGUERITE D. l) ,\RKOW 

LEE EMER O DEET 

I . EFRO 

M .\RY . Er TEI 

IIOXIE . F.\IRCIIILIJ 

M \RY M. FAY 

MARTIN J. FREEMA 

llENRIE"ITA V. FRIEDM .\N 

KATHERI EH. GATCH 

FR El)ERlCK L. G J E D.\H L 

BERTHA(,. (,OLD 

Ct. .\UDI E GRAY 

Eu .. , OR H . GR.\DY 

LEO G RK0 

] .\ 'Oil II MMER 

E. A. IIA LEY 

II HE E 11.\RTU G 

Al.I.ENT. 11 .\ZE 

J\1.IJERT W. IIECKM ,\ 

LE TER ' . IIILL 

11 ERIJERT R. I H 

. II. I GENHUETT 

M \RG ERITE E. Jo E 

G TIIER KEIi . 

DOROTHY L. K1,.uR 

Ro 1,. K1E I.ER 

1111 .. DEGARD K0I.IJE 

Fl.OR KOTI..\R K' 
Lil.I.I ,\ 8. L .\WI.ER 
A 1,. ' .Looi' 

IIEuN II. Lo 1,. 

' . L RIE 

HER ICE L. M \CI.E \ 

J ,\CO ELI A. M \C •. \ GH'I ON 

R .\YMO D M ., DO 

BERTHA M. 1.\ HE 

A ED. MARKEY 

Ct.AIRE McG1.1 HEE 

A CY G. M11.I.IGA 

K TE MOLi OFF 

HARRIET B. MOORE 

RUTII L. MORITZ 

E THER E. 1 EI. 0 

JI El.A( E EW 'T.E D 

DOR I E. PLUGCE 

.\TH A REfCII 

II. RY 

CIIREIBl:.R 



II untcr College (Cont'd) 
BES IE A. SHEMl 

DORA SHUPACK 
AGNES M. SMALL 
JANEBLl sTAYL0R 
HENRY D. THOMP ON 
MARGARET C. TlLLEY 
GEORGE WA K0VlCH 
ELIZABETH A. WEBER 

• Run1 G. WE1NTRAUB 

PHil.lP WEINTRAUB 

Louis WEISNER 

JEAN T. WILDE 
MARION WITT 
MARY A. WYMAN 

Iranian Institute and clwol 
of Asiatic Studies 

BERNHART GEIGER 

Jewish Institute of R eligion 
N. w. BINDER 
BERN ARD FIELD 
SIMON HALKIN 

Gumo K1scH 
LA WRE CE W. CHW ARTZ 

HENRY SLONlM KY 
CHAIM TcHERNOWITZ 

J eicish Theologiwl e11anary 
MAX ARZT 

HILLEL BAVl.l 

BOAZ COHEN 
MOSHE DAVI 
11. L. GIN BERG 
LOUIS GINZBER(; 

ROBERT GORDIS 
ISRAEL GOLDFARB 
SlMON GREE BERG 
MORDECAI M. KAPI.A 

SAUL LIEBERMAN 
ALEXA DER MARX 
AN AG. ' HERMA 
ALEXA DER ' PERBER 

SHALOM SPIEGEL 

Long ls/and College of 111 edicine 
'MURRAY B. GORDON 

7ational Institute for 1 l u11u111 

Relations 
JAME F. BE DER 

cw chool for ocial Research 
. E.A Cll 

LESLIE . Du 
EPHRAIM FI CHER 

A. PIRE 
H. M. KAl,LE 
THERE E MARIX 

JOHN A. F. MAY RD 
EMILY M. Ro E THAL 

PAUL CHRECKER 

S. L. YAHUDA 

New York School of Social Jl'ork 
CLARA A. KAISER 

ew York University 
WILLIAM B. BAER 

J. H. 8A NON 
J. W. G. BARLOW 
MARY E. BAR !CLE 

MAURICE BAUDIN 

ALBERT BILLHEIMER 

JONAS BORAK 
\\I ARRE BOWER 
FRA Cl E B. BR .\DI. EY 
IIENRY BRENNECKE 

MANUEL 8RU SALY 
0 CAR CARVILi. 
R. ANTHONY CASTAGNARO 

DAVID H. COLI 
CHARLES H. COi.VIN 

JEAN P. COOLEY 
THOMAS W. DAVIS 
DAN w. DODSON 

ORMOND J. DRAKE 
CHARLES A. DWYER 
BEATRICE EDI o 
Wll.LIAM F. EHRET 

J AAC K. ELLIS 
C'HARLE E. FALK 
GEORGE A. FI CK 
STA LEY M. FORMAN 
CHARLES A. FRITZ 

BE JAMIN GAMZUE 
RAY F. HARVEY 

J.M. HAYWARD 
\\f. ECIL HEADRICK 
0. M. lIELFF 
FLORE CE R. HERMA 
E. HERMAN HESPELT 

SIDNEY HOOK 

ROD \V. I-IORTO 
PllILLlP JAMES 

HE RY P. JORDAN 
AURILIA . KAPLA 

ABRAHAM l. KAT H 
Mil.TON R. KONVlTZ 

S .\MUEL KUTSCHEROFF 
MORRIS E. LEVEN ON 
IRVING . LOWEN 
HILDA G. LUTZKE 

R. I. MAIRE 

MARGUERITE MARVIN 
BR CE McCuu.oucn 

E. GEORGE P .\Y E 
IIERM ., D. Po TER 

LOUI II. w. RABE 
\;\' 1 TIIROP R. RA EY 
(' ,\TIIERI E F. REIGHARD 

M. II. ROBERT 

ER ST RosE 

URT ACH 
GOTTLIEB C. L. CH UD,\RIJ 
MARIA ll. HAM0 
HELE P. OUTH 

ROBERT K. SPEER 
C'. JI. PR .\ ,UE 

HORACE W . TUNKARD 
LUKE I. TITO E 

OLIVER TOWLE 
ATWOOD H . Tow E D 

ADA A . URIEi.A 
G. B. VETTER 

]AME 0. WETTEREAU 
II I. . WHITE 

. B. WILLIAM ON 

CHARLE A. WILLEY 

Do M . WOLFE 

Queens College 
PAUL KLAPPER, President 
ADAM AITCHISON 

ROBERT B LL 
J RAEL BAROWAY 
A TO BE EDETTl-PI HLER 

Buco BERGENTHAL 

HUGH Bo E 

LEWI E. BRETT 
ARTHUR B. BROW 

I .\BEL BR G.\D.\ 

HELEN B DCE 

J 011 N CA TELi.i I 
MAURICE HAZl 
THELMA CLARK 
T. FREEMAN OPE 
HEE CORBA 

H. A. CORBI 

LEO ORT! E 
JOHN DEAN 

HUGH A. DICK 
VERA DRE! ER 

J . E. EATON 
JOSEPH M. FELD 
CHARI.ES FRIE 

ATHALIE T. GARD ER 

JOHN COHEE 
MARGARET A. GRAM 
Ko RAD GRIE 

HARLE H ,\YWOOD 

CARL G. HEMPEL 
' HESTER T. H ,\LLE BACK 

LOU! HECKE BI.EIK ER 
ALFRED HEUTNER 

BANE H HOFFMAN 
ARNOLD 1 EN BERG 

BEATRICE F. JACOBY 
EDWI B. KNOWLE , JR. 
MARGARET KEILY 
DONALD KlRKPATRI K 

MAURICE KRAIT HIK 
LESTER G. KRAKEUR 
HARRY KURZ 

ANNETTE H. LA D,\U 
HAU.ER LAWTON 

IIAROLI) LENZ 
EVERETT LLOYD 

Jo EF V. LOMBARDO 
M. LUNTI 

JOSEPH MACHI.I 
WILLIAM MADDE 
P .\UI. MILA 0 
M 1\RGARET P . M1 TO 
EOITH H. NAGEi. 
MERVINE. () ,\KE 
ROBERT R. p AR () 

AT E On P1C11 u .R 
KOPPEi. . Pl 0 
D . .\VID POWER 

JOH PERRY PRrrc11E·rr 

\\111,BERT PRONOVO T 
Loi Ro 1 ,NOL 
KAROi, RATH ,\ 
(;REGORY RAZR.\ 

DOROTHY RIOJ.\RD 0 
HARRY N. RIVI.I 
ELIZABETH (,. C 1..\ 

A AM. CHI.I l GER 
11 ER BERT CH ELER 
Ro ALEA A 

HORI CHWARZ 
ETHER K. ' 11ELl)O. 

MAURICE HAZI 
ELEA OR M. I KEI. 
Ro E ORLEAN 

ELl, E MITHER 

MILDRED M. ULI.IVJ\ 
Hur.o WEN ON 
LEWI PAUi, ToDo 

A. TUDI O 

RUTH H11.1. lJ EEM 
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AN 
ZIONISM 
AFFIRMATION 

OF JUDAISM 

A Reply by 757 Orthodox, Conservative and Reform 

Rabbis of America to a Statement Issued by Ninety 

Members of the Reform Rabbinate Charging That 

Zionism Is Incompatible with the Teachings of Judaism 

THE SUBJOINED REPLY was prepared at the initiative of the following Rabbis who submitted it to 
their colleagues throughout the country for signature: Philip S. Bernstein, Barnett R. Brickner, 
Israel Goldstein, James G. Heller, Mordecai M. Kaplan, B. L. Levinthal, Israel H. Levinthal, Louis 
M. Levitsky, Joshua Loth Liebman, Joseph H. Lookstein, Jacob R. Marcus, Abraham A. Neuman, 
Louis I. Newman, David de Sola Pool, Abba Hillel Silver, Milton Steinberg, and Stephen S. Wise. 

W E, THE UNDERSIGNED RABBIS of all elements in American Jewish relig
ious life, have noted with concern a statement by ninety of our colleagues in 
which they repudiate Zionism on the ground that it is inconsistent with Jewish 

religious and moral doctrine. This statement misrepresents Zionism and misinterprets 
historic Jewish religious teaching, and we should be derelict in our duty if we did not 
correct the misapprehensions which it is likely to foster. 

We call attention in the first place to the fact that the signatories to this statement, for 
whom as fellow-Rabbis we have a high regard, represent no more than a very small frac
tion of the American rabbinate. They constitute a minority even of the rabbinate of 



Reform Judaism with which they are associated. T~1e over':'helmin~ majority of A~er
ican Rabbis regard Zionism not only as fully consistent with Judaism but as a logical 
expression and implementation of it. 

Our colleagues concede the need for Jewish immigration into Palestine as contrib
uting towards a solution of the vast tragedy of Jewish homelessness. ~fhey profess 
themselves ready to encourage such settlement. They are aware of the important achieve
ments, social and spiritual, of the Palestinian Jewish community and they pledge to it 
their unstinted support. And yet, subscribing to every practical accomplishment of 
Zionism, they have embarked upon a public criticism of it. In explanation of their 
opposition they advance the consideration that Zionism is nationalistic and secularistic. 
On both scores they maintain it is incompatible with the Jewish religion and its univer
salistic outlook. They protest against the political emphasis which, they say, is now para
mount in the Zionist program and which, according to them, tends to confuse both 
Jews and Christians as to the place and function of the Jewish group in American 
society. They appeal to the prophets of ancient Israel for substantiation of their views. 

TREASURING the doctrines and moral principles of our faith no less than they, 
devoted equally to America and its democratic processes and spirit, we nonetheless 

find every one of their contentions totally without foundation. 

Zionism is not a secularist movement. It has its origins and roots in the authoritative 
religious texts of Judaism. Scripture and rabbinical literature alike are replete with the 
promise of the restoration of Israel to its ancestral home. Anti-Zionism, not Zionism, is 
a departure from the Jewish religion. Nothing in the entire pronouncement of our col
leagues is more painful than their appeal to the prophets of Israel-to those very prophets 
whose inspired and recorded words of national rebirth and restoration nurtured and 
sustained the hope of Israel throughout the ages. 

Nor is Zionism a denial of the universalistic teachings of Judaism. Universalism is not 
a contradiction of nationalism. Nationalism as such, whether it be English, French, 
American or Jewish, is not in itself evil. It is only militaristic and chauvinistic nation
alism, that nationalism which shamelessly flouts all mandates of international morality, 
which is evil. The prophets of Israel looked forward to the time not when all national 
entities would be obliterated, but when all nations would walk in the light of the Lord, 
live by His law and learn war no more. 

Our colleagues find themselves unable to subscribe to the political emphasis unow 
paramount in the Zionist program." We fail to perceive what it is to which they object. 
ls it to the fact that there are a regularly constituted Zionist organization and a Jewish 
Agency which deal with the mandatory government, the Colonial office, the League of 
Nations and other reco nizcd p0litical bodies? But obviously, even immigration and 
colonization are practical matters which require political action. The settlement of a 
half million Jews in Palestine since the last war was made possible by political action 
which culminated in the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Niandate. There can be 
little hope of opening the doors of Palestine for mass Jewish immigration after the war 
v,ithout effective political ac6on. 
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Or is it that they object to the ultimate achieven1ent by the Jewish con1n1unity of 
Palestine of some form of Jewish statehood? We are not so bold as to predict the nature 
of the international order which will emerge from the present war. It is altogether 
likely, and indeed it may be desirable, that all sovereign states shall under the coming 
peace surrender some of their sovereignty to achieve a just and peaceful world society. 

Certainly our colleagues will allow to the Jews of Palestine the same rights that are 
allowed to all other peoples resident on their own land. If Jews should ultimately come 
to constitute a majority of the population of Palestine, ,vould our colleagues suggest 
that all other peoples in the post-war world shall be entitled to political self-determina
tion, whatever form that may take, but the Jewish people in Palestine shall not have 
such a right? Or do they mean to suggest that the Jews in Palestine shall forever remain 
a minority in order not to achieve such political self-determination? 

PROTESTING their sy1npathy ho h for the homeless Jews of the world and for their 
brethren in Palestine, our colleagues have by their pronouncement done all these a 

grave disservice. It may well be that to the degree to which their efforts are at all effective, 
Jews who might otherwise have found a haven in Palestine will be denied one. The 
enemies of the Jewish homeland will be strengthened in their propaganda as a result of 
the aid which these Rabbis have given them. To the Jews of Palestine, facing the gravest 
danger in their history and fighting hard to maintain morale and hope in the teeth of 
the totalitarian menace, this pro'louncement comes as a cruel blow. 

We do not mean to imply that our colleagues intended it as such. We have no doubt 
that they are earnest about their finespun theoretical objections to Zionism. We hold, 
however, that these objections have no merit, and further that voicing them at this 
time has been unwise and unkind. 

We have not the least f car that our fellow Americans will be led to misconstrue the 
attitudes of American Jews to America because of their interest in Zionism. Every fair
minded American knows that American Jews have only one political allegiance-and 
that is to America. There is nothing in Zionism to impair this loyalty. Zionism has been 
endorsed in our generation by every President from Woodrow Wilson to Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, and has been approved by the Congress of the United States. The 
noblest spirits in American life, statesmen, scholars, writers, ministers and leaders of 
labor and industry, have lent their sympathy and encouragement to the movement. 

Jews, and all non-Jews who are sympathetically interested in the plight of Jewry, 
should bear in mind that the defeat of Hitler will not of itself normalize Jewish life in 
Europe. An Allied peace which will not frankly face the problem of the national home
lessness of the Jewish people will leave the age-old tragic status of European Jewry 
unchanged. The Jewish people is in danger of emerging from this war not only more 
torn and broken than any other people, but also without any prospects of a better and 
more secure future and without the hope that such tragedies vrill not recur again and 
again. Following an Allied victory, the Jews of Europe, we are confident, will be restored 
to their political rights and to equality of citizenship. Ilut they possessed these rights 
after the last war and yet the past twenty-five years have witnessed a rapid and appalling 
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deterioration in their position. In any case, even after peace is restored Europe will be 
so ravaged and war-torn that large masses of Jews will elect migration to Palestine as a 
solution of their personal problems. Indeed, for most of these there may be no other 
substantial hope of economic, social and spiritual rehabilitation. 

THE freedom which, we have faith, will come to all men and nations after this war, 
must come not only to Jews as individuals wherever they live, permitting them to 

share freedom on a plane of equality with all other men, but also to the Jewish people, 
as such, restored in its homeland, where at long last it will be a free people within a 
world federation of free peoples. 

Of the 7 5 7 Rabbis listed below, 214 are members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis (Reform); 247 are members of the Rabbinical Assembly of America (Conservative); and the rest are affiliated with the Rabbinical Council of America (Orthodox) or the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. The total represents the largest number of rabbis whose signatures are attached to a public pronouncement in all Jewish history. 

A 
MICHAEL AARONSOHN, Cincinnati, Ohio 
MOSES J. S. ABELS, North Bergen, N. J. 
H. ABRAMOWITZ, Montreal, Can. 
ABBA ABRAMS, New York 
SAMUEL J. ABRAMS, Brookline, Mass. 
H. ADAMS, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MORRIS ADLER, Detroit, Mich. 
JACOB B. AGUS, Chicago, Ill. 
MICHAEL ALPER, New York 
DAVID B. ALPERT, Boston, Mass. 
PHILIP R. ALSTAT, New York 
MURRAY A. ALSTET, New York 
ZWI ANDERMAN, Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
CAMILLUS ANGEL, Miami, Fla. 
NACHMAN s. ARNOFP, Chicago, Ill. 
MORTON M. APPLEBAUM, East Lansing, Mich. 
DAVID ARONSON, Minneapolis, Mino. 
MAX ARZT, New York 
AA.RON M. ASHL~SKY, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
GARRY J. AUGUST, Gary, Ind. 
A. N. AvRunac, Newburgh, N. Y. 
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SIDNEY BALLON, Columbia, S. C. 
R. M. BARISHA.NSKY, New York 
SAMUEL BASKIN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ALBERT G. BAUM, Alexandria, La. 
JOSEPH M. BAUMOL, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HAROLD BAUMRIND, Milwaukee, Wisc. 
SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisville, Ky. 
RUBIN H. BENDELSTEIN, Bayonne, N. J. 
JUDA BENENSON, New York 
SAMUEL BENSJON, Miami Beach, Fla. 
JACOB D. BERGER, Cleveland, Ohio 
BERNA.RD BERGMAN, New York 
MOISE BERGMAN, San Diego, Cal. 
SHOLOM BERGSTEIN, New York 
HENRY J, BERKOWITZ, Portland, Ore. 
SAMUEL BERLIANT, Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
EPHRAIM BERMAN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
JEREMIAH J. BERMAN, New York 
MORTON M. BERMAN, Chicago, Ill. 
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P. BERMAN, New York 
SAMUEL A. BERMAN, Jersey City, N. J. 
M. BERNIKER, New York 
PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BERNARD L. BERZON, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MORRIS BESDIN, New York 
ABRAHAM BICK, New York 
JESSE BIENENPELD, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ALBERT T. BILGRA Y, Providence, R. I. 
BENJAMIN H. BIRNBAUM, Chicago, Ill. 
SAMUEL BLINDER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
JOSHUA BLOCH, New Hyde Park, N. Y. 
LAWRENCE A. BLOCK, Huntington, W. Va. 
HERBERT I BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
MAURICE J. BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
SAMUEL M. BLUMENPIELD, Chicago, Ill. 
A. H. BLUMENTHAL, Houston, Texas 
RALPH H. BLUMENTHAL, Wilmington, N. C. 
BENJAMIN BOCK, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ELI A. BOHNEN, Buffalo, N. Y. 
BEN ZION BOKSER, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
DAVID BoNDER, Newark, N. J. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER, Harrisburg, Pa. 
S. BoRODKIN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ABRAHAMS. BoRVICIC, Dorchester, Mass. 
}A.COB BoSNIAK, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDB, Providence, R. I. 
I. BRAUN, NewYork 
BARUCH BRAUNSTEIN, New York 
}EHUDAH BRAVER, Kansas City, Mo. 
SIMON BRENNER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, Ohio 
M. L. BRILL, Bethlehem, Pa. 
BENJAMIN I. BRILLIANT, Louisville, Ky. 
ARTHUR BRODEY, Hattiesburg, Miss. 
ARTHUR T. BUCH, Scranton, Pa. 
GEDALIA BUCHBINDER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
JACOB T. BUCHBINDER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ALEXANDER BUDIN, Rockaway Park, N. Y. 
I. BUNIN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
A. D. BURACK, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ALEXANDER J. BURNSTEIN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM BURSTEIN, New York 
ELLIOT M. BURSTEIN, San Francisco, Cal. 
MORDECA.l BURSTEIN, Kansas City, Mo. 

C 

JUDAH CAHN, New York 
JONAH E. CAPLAN, Astoria, N. Y. 
DAVID I. CEDARBAUM, Elmhurst, N. Y. 
J. CHAMEDES, New York 
MORRIS B. CHAPMAN, Camp Polk, La. 
AARON R. CHARNEY, Bayonne, N. J. 
M. R. CHARRICK, Baltimore, Md. 
ELIAS CHARRY, Philadelphia, Pa. 
J. CHASHESMAN, Chicago, Ill. 
B. L CHA YET, Boston, Mass. 
PA.UL CHERTOFP, New York 
A. CHINITZ, New York 
ISRAEL CHODOS, Indianapolis, Ind. 
N. CHODOS, New York 
F. CIECHANOWITZ, New York 
ADOLPH COBLENZ, Baltimore, Md. 
RUDOLPH I. COFFEE, San Francisco, Cal. 
BERNARD COHEN, Los Angeles, Cal. 
BEZALBL COHEN, Paterson, N. J. 
DAVID COHEN, Pasadena, Cal 
HARRY A. COHEN, Norwich, Conn. 
HERMAN M. COHEN, St. Paul, Minn. 
J. X. COHEN, New York 
}A.COB M. COHEN, Tarrytown, N. Y. 
MEYER COHEN, Asbury Park, N. J. 
MORTIMER J. COHEN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
MORTON]. COHN, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
NATHAN H. COLISH, Houston, Texas 
SAMUEL COOK, Altoona, Pa. 
SAMUEL COOPER, Charleston, W. Va. 

D 

B. L. DAINA, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
JUDAH DAMESEK, New York 
JACOB DANISHEPSKY, Bayonne, N. J. 
MAX 0. DAVIDSON, Perth Amboy, N. J. 
DANIELL. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
MOSHE DAVIS, New York 
AARON DECTER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
MORRIS V. DEMBOWITZ, New York 
N. H. DIAMOND, Paris, Tenn. 
FREDERIC A. DoPPELT, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
BERNA.RD DRACHMA.N, New York 



NAmAN DRAZIN, Baltimore, Md. 
WM. DRAZIN, Savannah, Ga. 
MAX DROB, New York 

E 

NACHMAN H. EBIN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
EMANUEL ECKSTEIN, Cleveland Ohio 
M. ECKSTEIN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISAAC C. EDREHI, Philadelphia, Pa. 
BERNARD C. EHRENREICH, Chicago, Ill. 
M. H. EICHENSTEIN, St. Louis, Mo. 
DAVID M. EICHHORN, Spartanburg, S. C. 
HERMAN E. EISENBERG, Chester, Pa. 
IRA EISENSTEIN, New York 
SIMON EISENSTEIN, Vineland, N. J. 
LEON H. ELMALEH, Philadelphia, Pa. 
LOUIS ENGELBERG, Cleveland, Ohio 
BENJ. H. ENGLANDER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
DAVID ENGLANDER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HENRY ENGLANDER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
HARRY H. EPSTEIN, Atlanta, Ga. 
LOUIS M. EPSTEIN, Brookline, Mass. 
SAMUEL EPSTEIN, Dalton, Ga. 
MITCHEL s. ESKOLSKY, New York 
M. ETTER, Harrisburg, Pa. 

F 

JOSEPH B.FAIN, Portland, Ore. 
MAXWELL M. FARBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
A. HERBERT FEDDER, Laurelton, N. Y. 
SIMON FEDERBUSCH, New York 
MEIR FELMAN, Bridgeport, Conn. 
LOUIS FEIGON, Galveston, Texas 
ABRAHAM H. FEINBERG, Youngstown, Ohio 
AooLPH J. FEINBERG, Hammond, Ind. 
LOUIS FEINBERG, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN, Hartford, Conn. 
NATHAN FELDMAN, Omaha, Nebr. 
LEON I. FEUER, Toledo, Ohio 
ALVIN I. FINE, Wilmington, Del. 
ISADORE FINE, Canton, Ohio 
S. Z. FEINEBERG, Flint, Mich. 
ABBA M. FINEBURG, Camp Shelby, Miss. 
MORRIS H. FINER, Tulsa, Okla. 
MEYER FINKELSTEIN, Beverly, Mass. 
JESSE JOEL FINKLE, Newport News, Va. 
HENRY FISHER, Rochester, N. Y. 
MOSES FISCHER, Detroit, Mich. 
EPHRAIM FISCHOFF, New York 
PHILIP FLA.TOW, New York 
J. FLEKSER, New Haven, Conn. 
JEROME D . FOLKMAN, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
MAX L. FORMAN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
CH. Fox, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
LEON FRAM, Detroit, Mich. 
JACOB FREEDMAN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Jos. H. FREEDMAN, Nashville, Tenn. 
HIRSCH L. FREUND, Cambridge, Mass. 
ISER L. FREUND, San Jose, Cal. 
ERIC FRIEDLAND, Pontiac, Mich. 
MARCUS FRIEDLANDER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN, Syracuse, N . Y. 
ISRAEL E. FRIEDMAN, Minneapolis, Minn. 
JACOB J. FRIEDMAN, New York 
S. FRIEDMAN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
SOL B. FRIEDMAN, New York 
THEODORE FRIEDMAN, Buffalo, N. Y. 
MORRIS FUHRMAN, Pittsfield, Mass. 
MORRIS B. FUNK, Revere, Mass. 

G 

JOSEPH GABRIEL, New York 
IRVING GANZ, Johnstown, Pa. 
JOEL S. GEFFBN, Troy, N. Y. 
T. GEFFBN, Atlanta, Ga. 
MAX GELB, White Plains, N. Y. 

EDWARD E. GELBER, Toronto, Can. 
DAVID L. GENUTH, Cleveland, Ohio 
lSRAEL GERSTEIN, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
J. GERSTEIN, Waterloo, Iowa 
SAMUEL GERSTEN FELD, New York 
SEYMOUR GEWITZ, Bradley Beach, N. J. 
ESER GINSBURG, New York 
ARTHUR GINZLER, San Antonio, Texas 
JOSEPH GITIN, Chapel Hill, N. . 
R. B. GITTELSOHN, Rockville Center, N . Y. 
JACOB J. GITTLEMAN, Louisville, Ky. 
SAMUEL GLASNER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
CHAIM GLATZER, Newark, N. J. 
NATHAN GLUSTEIN, Winthrop, Mass. 
H. RAPHAEL GOLD, Dallas, Texas 
JOSEPH GOLDBERG, Knoxville, Tenn. 
LEWIS GOLDBERG, Wheeling, W . Va. 
MORRIS M. GOLDBERG, New York 
MORTON GOLDBERG, Toledo, Ohio 
MOSES l. GOLDBERG, New Orleans, La. 
HAROLD GOLDFARB, Cleveland, Ohio 
ISRAEL GOLDFARB, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
SOLOMON D. GOLDFARB, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MARVIN J. GOLDFINE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
CHAIM GOLDIN, Roxbury, Mas. 
JUDAH GOLDIN, Champaign, Ill. 
MORDUCH J. GOLINKlN, Worcester, Mass. 
ALBERT A. GOLDMAN, Camp Pickett, Va. 
I. B. GOLDMAN, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
I RAEL M. GOLDMAN, Providence, R . I. 
M EYER J. GOLDMAN, Weehawken, N. J. 
YEHUDA D. GOLDMAN, Chi ago, Ill. 
ALBERTS. GOLDSTEIN, Sheppard Field, Tex. 
DAVID A. GOLDSTEIN, Omaha, Nebr. 
ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York 
MORRIS GOLDSTEIN, San Francisco, Cal. 
E. H. GOLOMB, Baltimore, Md. 
MORRISS. GOODBLATT, Philadelphia, Pa. 
HENRY GOODY, Greensburg, Pa. 
ROBERT GORDIS, Belle Harbor, N . Y. 
ALBERT A. GORDON, Paducah, Ky. 
HIRSCH L. GORDON, New York 
J. D. GORDON, Norfolk, Va. 
JULIUS GORDON, University City, Mo. 
MORRIS GORDON, Youngstown, Ohio 
SAMUEL H. GORDON, alt Lake City, U tah 
THEODORE H. GORDON, Madison, Wisc. 
LEIZER GORELIK, New Haven, Conn. 
PAUL GORIN, Chicago, Ill. 
BENJAMIN H. GORRELICK, Albany, N . Y. 
EZRA G. GOTTHELF, San Francisco, Cal. 
MILTON L. GRAFMAN, Birmingham, Ala. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, ew York 
SOLOMON GRAYZEL, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 
LOUIS GREENBERG, New Haven, Conn. 
SIMON GREENBERG, Philadelphia, Pa. 
WILLIAM GREENBERG, Allentown, Pa. 
WILLIAM P. GREENFELD, Waterbury, Conn. 
M. GR.uENSTEIN, West Palm Beach, fla. 
JULIUS A. GREENSTONE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ABRAHAM H. GRIS, New York 
AVERY J. GROSSFIELD, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BENJAMIN L. GROSSMAN, Roxbury, Mass. 
JACOB B. GROSSMAN, New York 
LEWIS B. GROSSMAN, Mount Vernon, N . Y. 
DAVIDS. GRUBER, Schenectady, N. Y. 
JOSEPH H. GUMBINER, Tucson, Ariz. 
SIDNEY S. GUTHMAN, Chelsea, Mass. 
MORRIS A. GUTSTBIN, Newport, R. I. 

H 

LOUIS J. HAAS, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
GER HON HADA , Kansas City, Mo. 
HERMAN HAILPERIN, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
JACOB L. HALEY!, Los Angeles, Cal. 
ABRAHAM E. HALPERN, St. Louis, Mo. 

HARRY HALPERN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
PERETZ HALPERN, Rockville Centre, N. Y. 
P. S. HAMBURGER, Dorchester, Mass. 
LOUIS HAMMER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MELBOURNE HARRIS, Cleveland, Ohio 
BERNARD HARRISON, Los Angeles, Cal. 
GUSTAV N. HAUSMAN,New York 
NISAN HEIFETZ, South River, N. J. 
ABRAHAM HEFTERMAN, Manchester, N . H. 
HIR H HEIMAN, Minneapolis, Minn. 
A. M. H ELLER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BERNARD HELLER, New York 
}AME G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
'OLOMON HERBST, Chicago, Ill. 

A. M. HER HMAN, Detroit, Mich. 
J. HERSKOWITZ, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
JOSEPH HEVESH, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MICHAEL HIGGER, New York 
ABRAHAM P. HtRMES, New York 
M. HIRS HSPRUNG, Columbus, Ohio 
MAYER Hm H, an Francisco, al. 
JACOB Ho IIMAN, Pottsville, Pa. 
BENJAMIN HOFFSEYER, Brooklyn, N . Y. 
JACOB] . HONIG, Petersburg, Va. 
EDWARD HOROWITZ, Brooklyn, N . Y. 
Mo ES HOR WITZ, New y ork 
SAMU EL HOROWITZ, Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. 
ABRAHAM HORVITZ, Madison, Wisc. 
JACOB HURWITZ, Philadelphia, Pa. 
B. LEON HURWITZ, Freeport, N. Y. 
ARIO S. HYAMS, Asbury Park, N . J. 
Mo E HYAM ON, New York 
JULIUS HYATT, Peoria, Ill. 
IRWIN I. HYMAN, Syracuse, N. Y. 

I - J - K 
!DEL !DELSON, New York 
P. ISRAELI, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM H. lSRAELTAN, Sunbury, Pa. 
HARRY . JACOBS, Newark, N. J . 
ROBERT P. JA OBS, A heville, N. C. 
ABRAHAM I. JACOB ON, Haverhill, Mass. 
HARRY JOLT, Lincoln, Nebr. 
MAX KADU HIN, New York 
CHAS. KAIIANE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BENJAMIN M. KAHN, tate College, Pa. 
MOSES W. KAHN, Chicago, Ill. 
CHAIM KAPLAN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HARRY KAPLAN, Columbus, Ohio 
JACOB H. KAPLAN, Miami Beach, Fla. 
L. KAPLAN, Chicago, Ill. 
M.A. KAPLAN, Brooklyn, N . Y. 
GEDALIAII KA.PROW, Buffalo, N. Y. 
MAX KAPU TIN, Danville, Va. 
MORDECAI M. KAPLAN, New York 
HYMAN KARALITZKY, Brooklyn , N. Y. 
MEYER KARLIN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
CHAIM KARLINSKY, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
A. M. KARPEL, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HARRY W. KATCHEN, Flushing, N. Y. 
JACOB KATZ, New York 
SAMUEL A. KATZ, Indianapolis, Ind. 
SAMUEL H. KATZ, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HARRY M. KATZEN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
G. KATZMAN, San Francisco, Cal. 
LOUIS KAUFMAN, Nashville, Tenn. 
REUBEN KAUFMAN, Paterson, N. J. 
C. E. HILLEL KAUVAR, Denver, Colo. 
ISRAEL J. KAZIS, Wilkes-Darre, Pa. 
NATHANIEL M. KELLER, New Brunswick, N. J. 
HARRY B. KELLMAN, Vineland, N. J. 
JULIUS KERMAN, Lorain, Ohio 
MORRIS N. KERTZER, Iowa City, Iowa 
J. KESSLER, Arverne, N. Y. 
MEYER KIMMEL, New York 
JOSHUA KLAVAN, Washington, D. C. 

5 



.EDWARD E. KLEIN, Berkeley, Cal. 
JACOB KLEIN, Cleveland, Ohio 
JOSEPH KLEIN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
PHILIP KLEINMAN, Portland, Ore. 
SAMUEL H. KLIBANSKY, Sc. Louis, Mo. 
MAURICE KLIERS, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ALEXANDERS. KLINE, Port Arthur, Texas 
HERSCHEL KOENIG BERG, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
EUGENE KOHN, New York 
JACOB KOHN, Los Angeles, Cal. 
s. JOSHUA KOHN, Utica, N. Y. 

TATHAN KOLLIN, Richmond, Va. 
ELIAS KOLNIAK, New York 
J. KOPSTEIN, Canton, Ohio 
MILTON KOPSTEIN, Cleveland, Ohio 
A. J. KOSLOWSKY, Woodmere, N. Y. 
JACOB KRAFT, Wilmington, Del. 
SAUL KRAFT, Atlanric City, N. ]. 
SIMON G. KRAMER, New York 
SOLOMON KREVSKY, Allentown, Pa. 
MYERS. KRIPKE, New London, Conn. 
ISAAK KRISLOV, Cleveland, Ohio 
A. L. KROHN, Phoenix, Ariz. 
LOUIS KUPPIN, Quincy, 111. 
A. Z. KURTZ, Rochester, N. Y. 
MICHAEL L. KURZ, Norristown, Pa. 

L 

MANUilL LADERMAN, Denver, Colo. 
H. A. LANDES, Revere, .Mass. 
ALTER F. LANDESMAN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HYMAN I. LANDAU, Cambridge, Mass. 
LEON S. LANG, Philadelphia, Pa. 
SAMUEL LANGER, Ozone Park, N. Y. 
PHILlP A. LANGH, Oakland, Cal. 
ARNOLD A. LASKER, Holyoke, Mass. 
HARRY LASKER, East Liverpool, Ohio 
MEIR LASKER, Philad lphia, Pa. 
ABRAHAM 1. LASSEN, C..hicago, Ill. 
MAURICE A. LAZOWICK, Chicago, Ill. 
ISRAEL LEBENDIGER, Liberty, N. Y. 
STRUL LEBOVICS, New York 
AARON H. LEFKOWITZ, Cumberland, Md. 
LOUIS LEIFER, Asheville, N. C. 
NATHAN LEITER, Maspeth, N. Y. 
WOLF LEITER, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ARTHUR LELYVELD, Omaha, ebr. 
ISRAEL MEYER LiiSIN, Dorchester, Mass. 
JACOB M. LESIN, Dorchester, Mass. 
ARYEH LEV, Washington, D. C. 
Mo ROE LEVEN ' Des Moines, Iowa 
JOSEPH LEVENSON, Norfolk, Va. 
IRVING M. LEVEY, Brockton, Mass. 
SAMSON H. LEVEY, Selma, Ala. 
S. GERSOHN LEVI, Montreal, Can. 
HERSCHEL LEVIN, Springfield, Mass. 
JOSEPH B. LEVIN, Newark, N. J. 
LEIZER LEVIN, Detroit, Mich. 
OSCAR LEVIN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL I. LEVINE, St. Joseph, Mo. 
LEE J. LEVINGER, Walla alla, Wash. 
BURTON E. LEVI SON, Duluth, Minn. 
B. L. LEVINTHAL, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
LOUIS M. LEVITSKY, Newark, N. J. 
REUBEN LEVOVITZ, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM J. LEVY, Philadelphia, Pa. 
FELIX A. LEVY, Chicago, Ill. 
M. H. LEVY, Toronto, Can. 
SAMUEL LEVY, Perth Amboy, N. J. 
THEODORB N. LEWIS, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MENDELL LEWITTES, Dorchester, Mass. 
MORDECAI H. LE\X,TO-E', Brooklyn, 1 . Y. 
LEO LICHTENBERG, Wichita Falls, Tex. 
B. A. LICHTER, Pimburgh, Pa. 
GEORGE B. LIEBERMAN, heeling, w. Va. 
JOSHUA LOTH LIEBMAN, Bo ton, Mass. 
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LEON J. LIEBREICH, Trenton, N. J . 
EMANUEL L. LIP CHITZ, New York 
PHILIP L. LIPIS, Camden, N. J. 
EDWARD Lr SMAN, New York 
PHILIP LISTOKlN, Highland Park, N. J. 
AUGUSTUS F. LOEB, Plainfield, N. J. 
JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN, New York 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
LOTHAR LUBASCH, Elyria, Ohio 
NATHAN LUBLIN, Craterville, Pa. 
RUDOLPH LUPO, Los Angeles, Cal. 
MAURICE LYONS, St. Louis, Mo. 

M 

MAX MACCOBY, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
REUBEN]. MAGIL, Harrisburg, Pa. 
M. MAGNES, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WM. S. MALEY, Jamaica, N. Y. 
JEROME R. MALINO, Danbury, Conn. 
ALDERT N. MANDELBAUM, New York 
HUGO MANTEL, Cambridge, Mass. 
H. N. MANUEL, New York 
EMANUEL MARCUS, Middle Village, N. Y. 
ISAAC MARCUS, Highland Park, N. J. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JOSEPH H. MARGOLIES, Malden, Mass. 
JOSEPH MAYER MARGOLIES, New York 
MORRIS D. MARGOLIS, Jacksonville, Fla. 
JULIUS MARK, Great Lakes, Ill. 
S. H. MARKOWITZ, Elmira, N. Y. 
ALBERT L. MARTIN, Bridgeport, Conn. 
L. .MARVIT, New York 
C. DAVID MATT, Philadelphia, Pa. 
AARON MAUSKOPF, Macon, Ga. 
.MORRIS MAX, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MAURICE M. MAZURE, Greenville, S. C. 
CH. MEDNICK, Chicago, 111. 
RAPHAEL H. MELAMED, Elizabeth, N. J. 
S. FELIX MENDELSOHN, Chicago, Ill. 
JACOB 1. MENDilLSOHN, New York 
LOUIS D. MENDOZA, Norfolk, Va. 
JOSHUA 0. MEREMINSKY, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM J. MESCH, Birmingham, . .\la. 
MOSES MESCHELOPF, Miami Beach, Fla. 

HAIM MESKlN, New York 
SOLOMON H. METZ, Washington, D. C. 
Mt.x MEYER, Flushing, N. Y. 
ISIDORB S. MEYER, Bay Shore, N. Y. 
A. ELIHU MICHELSON, Charlotte, N. C. 
JRVING MILLER, Far Rockaway, N. Y. 
ISRAEL H. MILLER, Chicago, Ill. 
JOSEPH MILLER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MEYER MILLER, St Louis, Mo. 
URI MILLER, New Orleans, La. 
ABRAHAM E. MILLGRAM, Minneapolis, Minn. 
JACOBS. MINKIN, New York 
E. H. MINSBERG, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
SAMUEL K. MIRSKY, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
JACOB L. MOINSTER, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ISRAEL MOLOTIN, ew York 
SAUL MORGENSTERN, Liberty, N. Y. 
CHAIM E. MOSESON, New York 
SOLOMON I. MOSESON, Albany, N. Y. 
DAVID MOZESON, New York 

N 

JOSEPH R. NAROT, Atlantic City, N. J. 
ZEV K. NELSON, Norwich, Conn. 
A.H. NEULANDER, Richmond Hill, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM A. NEUMAN, Philadelphia, P:.1. 
ABRAHAM NEUSTEIN, New York 
JACOB J. NEWMAN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
LOUIS I. NEWMAN, New York 
BENJAMIN NOTELEVITZ, Louisville, Ky. 

IMON OVECK, Baldwin, N. Y. 
WILLI.AM NOVICK, Mamaroneck, N. Y. 
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THE FACTS ABOUT 
PALESTINE 

America and the Palestine Mandate 

On November 2, 1917, the British Governn1ent, 
in a statement known as the Balfour Declaration, 

pledged itself to facilitate the establishment in Pales

tine of a National Home for the Jewish people. Be
fore the Declaration was made, Great Britain sought 
and secured the approval of the United States of 
America.1 Mr. Lloyd George, Mr. Winston Churchill, 
General Smuts and others have testified that th 
intention of those who framed the Declaration was 
to afford the Jews the opportunity to establish in 
Palestine a Jewish Commonwealth.~ In 1919 Presi
dent Wilson confirmed this interpretation and also 

American interest in its fulfilment when he said that 
'the Allied Nations, with the fulle t concurrence of 

1 Mr. Lloyd George arli· m ntary D bat , Hou c of Com• 
mons ov. 17, 1930; Vol. 245, o. 15 p. 78. 
Bak r, "Woodrow Wil on and \V rid Settl ment' • Vol. 7. 
)p. 256 and 305. 

;! Great Britain: Pale tine Royal mmission, p. 24. 

3 . 



4 THE FACTS ABOUT PALESTINE 

our Government and people, are agreed that in Pal
estine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish Com
monwealth." 3 

At San Remo, on April 25, 1920, the Allied 
Supreme Council allotted the Mandate for Palestine 
to Great Britain, for the express purpose of puttin~ 
the Balfour Declaration into effect.4 In correspon
dence subsequently between Secretary of State Colby 
and the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
the United States Government claimed, and wa 
accorded, the right to pass on the terms of the Man
date.5 The draft of the Palestine Mandate was sub
mitted to the United States Government, and, at its 
requ~st, minor alterations were made in it. At the 
same time, in the interests of the Jewish National 
Home, the United States expressly gave up certain 
economic rights which it had in Palestine. On 
June 30, 1922, Congress adopted a Joint Resolution 
which was signed by President Harding on Septem
ber 21, 1922, favoring the establishment in Palestine 
of a National Home for the Jewish people. Finally, 
in 1924, the terms of the Palestine Mandate were 

8 London 1 imes, March 4 1919. 
• R olution adopted by th principal Allied Power at th 
Con£ rence of upremc oun ii of the Allied Nation at San 
Remo. 

r. D partm nt of tate, " fand t for Pal .'tin ," Wa hington, 
1931, p. 39. 
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ratified by the treaty of December 3, between Great 

Britain and the United States. That treaty cites the 

terms of the Mandate in full. Article I states that 

"subject to the provisions of the present Conven

tion, the United States consents to the administration 

of Palestine by His Britannic Majesty pursuant to 

the Mandate recited above." It is also provided that 

"nothing in the treaty shall be affected by any modi

fications which may later be made in the terms of 

the Mandate unless such modifications shall have 

first been assented to by the United States." 6 The 

Mandatory further was placed under obligation to 

furnish to the United States a duplicate of the Annual 

Report to be made by the Mandatory to the Council 

of the League of Nations. 
It is clear that the assent of America as one of 

the Allied and Associated Powers was regarded as 

necessary for the validity of the administration of 

Palestine by Great Britain, and that America, for her 

part had not relinquished the right to a voice in the 

disposition of Palestine to which as an Associated 

Power she was entitled. 
Continued American interest in the Palestine Man

date and in the development of the Jewish National 

Home has at different times been expressed in public 

• See also letter from Mr. Hugh to Lord Balfour. January 
1922, "Mandate for Pale tin " toe. cit. p. 60-61. 
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statements by every President, from President Wilson 
to President Roosevelt. Beyond the general American 
interest, however, is the special interest of the five 
million Jews of America-the largest Jewish popu
lation of any country in the world-. -in the future of 
the Jewish National Home. Article IV of the Man
date made special provision for the recognition of a 
Jewish Agency as representative of the entire Jewish 
people. American Jewry is largely represented in 
that Agency. It has in the course of the past twenty
five years sent large sums to Palestine by way of gifts, 
and has made large investments there. That the over
whelming majority of America's Jews are wholeheart
edly in favor of Zionist aspirations was conclusively 
shown at the (September, 1943) American Jewish 
Conference, at which 480 out of 502 delegates, rep
resenting all Jewish communities throughout the 
country as well as the leading Jewish national organ
izations, voted in support of a program for the rees
tablishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 

The Palestine White Paper 
Palestine, which had become waste and neglected 

under the Turks; made rapid progress under the Man
date. The Jewish population increased from about 
80,000 to over half a million, and with the growth 
of the Jewish National Home great advances were 
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made in industry and agriculture. Improved hygienic 
conditions and an expanding economy, directly attrib
utable to Jewish immigration and development, 
resulted also in a remarkable increase of the Arab 
population (largely by excess of births over deaths, 
though also by immigration) from about 600,000 to 
over a million. To quote the statement of the Sec 
retary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Malcolm Mac
Donald) in the House of Commons in 1938: 7 

"The Arabs cannot say that the Jews are driving 
them out of their country. If not a single Jew had 
come co Palestine after 1918, I believ,e that the 
Arab population of Palestine today would still have 
been round about the 600,000 figure ( instead of 
over 1,000,000, as at present) , ,at which it had 
been stable under the Turkish rule. It is because 
the Jews who have come to Palestine bring modern 
health services and other advantages that Arab 
men and women who would have been dead are 
alive today, that Arab children who would never 
have drawn breath have been born and grow 
strong." 

Despite the economic benefits enjoyed by the Arab 
population, political agitation, fomented from Axis 
sources and led by the pro-Nazi Mufti of Jerusalem, 
resulted in 1936 in a period of tension and distur• 
bance. In May, 1939, the British Government issued 
the Palestine White Paper. Essentially it was a capit-

,, Great Britain: Parliamentary Debat , Jiou of Common , 
Nov. 24, 1938 • Vol. 341 .. o. 13, p. 1994. 
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ulation to Arab demands to put an end to the Jewish 
National Home. It provided for ( 1) total stoppage 
of Jewish immigration into Palestine after March 
1944; ( 2 ) rigorous restrictions on land purchase by 
Jews; ( 3) the ultimate establishment of an inde
pendent Palestine State, in which Jews should con
stitute not more than one-third of the population. 

The Permanent Mandates Commission, at its last 
• meeting before the war, held the White Paper to be 

inconsistent with Britain's obligations under the Man
date. In Parliament, Mr. Winston Churchill, sup
ported by Mr. Amery, Sir Archibald Sinclair, and 
lvir. Herbert Morrison, all of them members now of 
the British Government, denounced the White Paper 
as "a breach and a repudiation" of Britain's pledges, 
and prophesied that it could not stand. 

The main reason for the White Paper was clearly 
indicated immediately prior to its issuance at a confer
ence held at St. James' Palace between representatives 
of the British Government and of the Jews and Arabs. 
War with the Axis powers was impending; as be
tween Hider and the Allies, the Jews could have no 
choice, and Britain knew that Jewish support could 
be assumed; the Arabs, on the other hand, were at 
least a doubtful factor, and it was hoped by aban
doning the policy of the Jewish National Home to 
gain their good-will. The White Paper was thus 
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another aspect of the pre-war policy of which Munich 
is the classic instance. 

In the result, the White Paper did not, in fact, 
operate to win the Arabs for the Allied cause. In 
Iraq, at a most critical period in the war, the Prime 
Minister, Rashid Ali el-Gailani, headed an Axis
inspired revolt. Egypt at no time moved a finger 
in the defense of her own soil. Syria and Palestine 
seethed with pro-Axis sentiment as long as the Nazi 
cause was in the ascendant. The Mufti of Jerusalem, 
the former Prime Minister of Iraq,. and a I rominent 
member of the Egyptian Royal family are even today 
conducting pro-Nazi propaganda from Berlin. 

Whatever the original justification of the Palestine 
White Paper as a policy of expediency, the situation 
coday is fundamentally different from that when it 
was issued. Our major lines of communication no 
longer run through the Arab territories, and the Arab 
threat ( which, to judge by the ease with which the 
Rashid Ali coup was suppressed, appears in any case 
to have been much exaggerat d) has certainly greatly 
diminished. Even if appeasement was justifiable in 
May 1939, the need for further appeasement no 
longer exists. On moral grounds, the Arabs have no 
claim upon the United Nations. They did less than 
nothing to make possible the victories in Syria, North 
Africa and Ethiopia and the United Nations owe 



10 THE FACTS ABOUT PALESTINE 

them nothing. In each of these lands, on the other 
hand, lie scattered the dead of Jewish units from Pal
estine. Approximately 30,000 Palestine Jews have 
enlisted in the armed forces of the United Nations
a number equivalent to an enlistment of eight mil
lions in this country. 

Jewish Post-war Immigration to Palestine 
It is uncertain how many of the seven to eight 

million Jews living in Europe at the beginning of the 
war are likely to survive. We can only assume that 
the numbers will still be considerable. That this 
Jewry will be uprooted and destitu.te is certain. Socially 
and economically it will have lost its position in the 
European body politic. The Europe that will emerge 
from the war will be a bitter, scarred and poverty
stricken one, and very many of Europe's Jews, particu
larly among the younger generation, will assuredly 
wish to begin a new life for themselves elsewhere
for the most part undoubtedly among their own peo
ple in Palestine. 

For years the possibilities for Jewish immigration 
in lands other than Palestine have been canvassed. 
These hopes have been frustrated by political obstacles 
in lands with a developed economy and by the fact 
that in countries with a primitive economy there is, 
in addition, need for a lengthy process of development 
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before any large-scale immigration can be under
taken. In Palestine there is a large Jewish com
munity anxious to receive immigrants; there is long 
colonizing experience; and there is a well-developed 
economy within which the newcomers may readily 
be integrated. Practical considerations, no less than 
those of morality and of sentiment, lead to the con
clusion that the solution of the problem lies along 
the li~es of the full implementation of the provisions 
of the Balfour Declaration. 

Palestine, west of the Jordan, comprises an area 
of 10,000 square miles. Its population at the end 
of the last war was about 650,000, its population 
today is 1,500,000. Belgium, Holland, and Sicily 
( the last named mountainous and without important 
industries), are all comparable in area with Palestine, 
but each has a population several times that of 
Palestine. It is clear that area is only one element 
in determining the absorptive capacity of a country. 
Account must be taken of many factors, including 
not only the material resources of the area in question 
but the energy and creative ability of its inhabitants. 

The possibilities of Palestine's further agricultural 
development have been investigated by experts on 
a number of occasions. These include the late Dr. 
Elwood Mead, Commissioner of Reclamation in the 
Department of the Interior; Dr. Walter C. Lowder-
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milk, Assistant Chief of the United States Soil Con
servation Service; Dr. Julius Fohs, and others. At 
present less than 1 ½ % of the total area of the coun
try (350,000 metric dunams 8 out of 26,300,000) is 
irrigated. For lack of water, the entire southern half 
of Palestine is almost unpopulated. The reports of 
the above experts indicate that it would be possible 
to increase the irrigated area tenfold, that is to say, 
to between three and four million metric dunams. 
This would make possible an increase in the farm 
population alone from its present total of about 
800,000 to at least 2,000,000. 

Palestine's industry in the last twenty-five years 
has developed from nothing but a few handicrafts to 
the production of an astonishing range of articles, 
including textiles, leatherware, chemicals, electrical 
equipment, metalware, glassware, cement, and many 
specialized products. Though Palestine lacks coal, un
limited fuel is available in the form of the oil pumped 
from Iraq to Haifa. In addition, the remarkable rift 
formation of the Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea 
gives scope for a great hydroelectric power develop
ment, already realized on a small scale in the Ruten
berg works. Furthermore, Palestine is rapidly becom
ing a principal commercial center for the entire Near 
East. Its geographical location is such that, in the 

• :\ d1111a111 is equivalent to one-fourth of an acr . 
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words of Professor Arnold J. Toynbee, it has "a posi
tion in the twentieth century world . . . not incom
parable to the position of Great Britain as an entrepot 
between Europe and the Americas." Haifa has be
come the third largest harbor in the Mediterranean, 
and in Tel Aviv a Jewish port city with a population 
of 200,000 has sprung up where thirty years ago there 
were merely sand dunes. 

On the basis of the increased agricultural popula
tion already suggested, there is no reason why Pales
tine should not maintain a total population of four or 
five millions. As long ago as 1930, when develop
ment was far less than it is today, Lord Samuel, on 
the basis of five years' experience as High Commis
sioner of Palestine, said: "I am confident that with 
proper agricultural and industrial development Pal
estine could ... support a population of three mil
lions." This is twice the present number, and is clearly 
a conservative estimate. It is the view of Dr. Lowder
milk, on the basis of a careful investigation of Pales
tine made during a government sponsored study of 
land use in the Mediterranean countries, that, granted 
a full utilization of the Jordan Valley Depression for 
reclamation and power, at least another four million 
persons could be absorbed, in addition to the 1,800,-
000 Arabs and Jews already in Palestine and Trans
jordan. 

' 

I 

I 
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The question is sometimes put as to whether Pal
estine can ever become self-supporting in view of 
its negative trade balance. Coincident with the 
growth of Jewish immigration and settlement in 
Palestine, the country's trade figures have consistently 
shown a considerable excess of imports over exports. 
In the normal course of events, dependence upon such 
heavy imports of capital would be dangerous as in
volving a large addition to the external debt and 
problems of future repayment. But the case of Pal
estine is unique in that the great bulk of the capital 
imported is being provided by the immigrants them
selves or by Zionist .funds from abroad. As the Pales
tine Royal Commission pointed out: 

"The most singular feature in the economy of 
Palestine is the vast amount of capital which has 
been invested in the country, for which no remit
tances for interest and sinking fund are required. 
This feature sharply differentiates the Jewish 
National Home from other communities which 
have been created by a process of colonization and 
are burdened by charges on the capital obtained 
from overseas for their development." 

On the basis of this capital influx, assets of a per
manent and constructive character in the shape of 
new farms and faaories have been and are being 
created which, as they come into production, will 
serve increasingly to establish a self-supporting society 
capable of maintaining itself by its own exertions. 
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Between 1933 and 1942 Jewish industrial· pro
duction in Palestine has increased in value from 
$20,000,000 to $80,000,000. So far as agriculture 
is concerned, in the past twenty-five years over three 
hundred Jewish settlements have been established 
throughout the country. Most of these were founded 
with the help of Zionist funds. Their produetion has 
increased greatly as compared with only a few years 
ago. 

Output of Jewish Agricultural Settlements, 1937-1940 
% Rise 

1937 1940 Over 1937 

Eggs ....... ,. .. . . . . . 36,401,71.3 59,259,287 62.8 
Potatoes (kgs.) . . . . . 2,038,554 7,581,448 271.9 
Tomatoes (kgs.) . . . . 2,938,717 5,586,822 190.1 

Very significant, too, is the fact that the settlements 
have begun to make repayments out of income on 
the monies borrowed from the Zionist funds. Dur• 
ing the years 1922 to 1928 the sum total of these 
repayments averaged only about $2,000 a y ar. But 
for the single year ending September 1939 the e 
repayments reached the sum of nearly $400,000. 

The Arab Question 

Palestine is one--and it is among the smallest 
--of the various countries inhabited by the Arab 
people. The Arab lands of the Near East, exclu-
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sive of Egypt-Transjordan, Iraq, Syria, and Saudi 
Arabia--cover an area of approximately one million 
square miles-a hundred times that of Palestine. 
They are undeveloped and much underpopulated, and 
the Arabs have there a task of development and civi
lization which may well occupy them for a century to 
come. The Jews, on the other hand, have only Pales
tine which they may claim as their own. They have 
come there to stay, and they have come not only for 
the purpose of creating a home for themselves but 
in the faith that they will be followed by others. 

The restrictive policy of the White Paper will do 
nothing to eliminate friction in Palestine--on the 
contrary, as that policy begins to make itself felt, th 
prospects of friction will materially increase. Neither 
the Jew in Palestine nor the Jews abroad will accept 
a situation in which the former will be left, as were 
the Assyrians in Iraq, a minority in an Arab state. 
The solution lies in the increase of the Jewish com
munity in Palestine with all possible speed to a point 
where it will be able to fend for itself. As long as 
Jewish immigration continues there will be Arab re
sistance. But the creation of established facts will lead 
in due course to the strengthening of the forces mak
ing for peaceful collaboration. The example of South 
Africa, where a generation ago, Briton and Boer were 
engaged in a bitter struggle and where today, despite 

i 
u 
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difficulties and setbacks, the forces making for unity 
are clearly beginning to prevail, is not without rele
vance. As was seen after the last war by the late 
King Feisal, the Jews in Palestine can serve as a 
creative and civilizing influence in the whole of the 
Near East. In that development lies the best hope 
for the future. But it can be premised only on a 
strong, firmly rooted Jewish national entity in Pales
tine. 

The world is now entering upon a time of ulti
mate decisions, when the fate of peoples will be 
decided for generations to come. The Jewish tragedy 
emerges today starker and more acute than at any 
time in Jewish history. Despite expressions of good
will on the part of the United Nations, little has been 
done to save European Jewry. The answer has been 
given that th circumstances of war make it difficult 
or impossible to do more. But as the prospects of 
victory for the democratic peoples become brighter 
a . rost-war issues more insistent the fate of the 
Jewish people, the first of Hitler's victims, can n 
longer be ignored. The time has sur ly come for a 
clear reaffirmation of the right of the Jewish people 
to reconstitute the Jewish Commonwealth in Pales
tine in accordance with their historic needs and in 
conformity with the underlying intent and purpose 
of the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate. 
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Edgar Mowrer 
On World Affairs 
London vs. Zion 
___ By Edgar Ansel Mowrer __ __ 

The quarrel between the British Government and the 
Zionist Jews of the world will burst into flaming crisis on 
Apr. 1. Occasion: the formal ending of further Jewish set
tlement of Palestine (save for 30,000 residual permits from 
past years) under a clause of the MacDonald White Paper 
issued in 1939 by the British Government. 

The Jews dispute not only the ican Governments from throw 
ethics of the White Paper but its ing their own countries open 
legality. According to them temporarily to all Jewish refu
Great Britain as a Mandatory gees who could get there, as 
Power h .. d no right to limit Jew• Sweden did to the Danish Jews. 
ish immi~Tation without the per- This go for "forbidden'' Pales
mission of the League of Nations tine. Instead, British authorities 
and of the American Government, turned th Struma back to Nazi
the two other parties to the man- domina tcd Roumania and the 765 
date. refugees on board were" drownen. 

The complications of the ques- * * * 
tion can perhaps be brought out 
by an imaginary discussion 
around seven salient points be
tween (non-Jewish) Pierre Van 
Paassen (for the Jews), Aubrey 
Morgan of the British Informa
tion Servic s, and this writer 
(uninvolved). Van Paassen's 
points are "digested'' out of his 
recent book, "The Forgotten Al
ly." Morgan's specific answers 
are from an authorized letter. 

• * 
1. Van Paa s n The United 

Nations are pa sively permitting 
the extermination of the Euro
pean Jews when they could be 
saving a large number of them. 

Morgan - The British an<.1 
American Governments are doing 
all in their power to put a stop 
to this massacre and to assist in 
the escape of its victims. 
The Tragedy of the Struma 

E. A. M.- I-Iow come? Nothing 
prevented the British and Amer-

2. V. P.- The Jews' natural 
perhaps only) haven of refuge, 

Palestine, was deliberately cut 
off by the British White Paper of 
1939. 

Morgan- The door of Palestine 
is not closed to Jewish refugee . 
Even now there are more immi- ,, 
gration certificat~ ... available than 
there are J'ews able to take them 
up, and for this reason the period 
of validity of the certificates has . 
just had to be extended. 

E. A. M.-Yet these certificates 
were not used for the 765 refu
gees of the Struma; for those of 
the S. S. Patria, which sank in 
Haifa harbor while taking on 
Jews whom the British were 
deporting from Palestine; for the 
1,500 Jews who were deported 
from Palestine to Mauritius 
Island, and for several thousands 
more who might have escaped 
from Nazi-dominated Europe had 
they been sure of a welcome. 



3. V. P.-Palestine, including 
Trans-Jordania, was promised 
only to the Jews, and the Arabs 
so understood it. 

Morgan - Palestine was not 
promised to the Arabs because 
they already had it. The Bal
four Declaration lays down that 
"nothing shall be done that may 
prejudice the civil and religiou 
rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Pale tine " 
Whence Came the Right 

E. A. M.-What gave the M n
datory Power the right to ex
clude the Jews from the major 
part of the promi d territory a 
a gesture of app a cm n to th 
Arabs? 

;jl 

4. V. P.- Ho tility b tw n thr 
Jew and the Arab is not inherent. 

Morgan - Many hara ea offi 
dals in Jerusalem and Whitehall 
must have wished that this wer 
true and many a British soldie1 
has lost his life becau. e it is n t. 

E. A. M.-But Freya Stark, on,· 
of the great Briti h authoriti on 
th Arab world, ;tgr s with Va1, 
Paas en, only is inclined to lay 
on the J ws more of the blam 
or lack of cooperation. The r al 

question is, were the British in 
Palestine to act as "umpir " b • 
tween Arabs and J ws or to h lf 
stablish a J wi 11 Common 

wealth, a Win ton Chur hill on <' 
. tatP<i? 

5. V. P.- Briti h Co mal offi 
·ials in the '20s d lib ately fo. 

cnted native uprisin in Syria 
nrt Lcb non again t t . Fr nch . 
Mo ·g n- Thi • pi ce of highl 

ubiou anci nt hi tory • inc 
bl of proof and app co 
tent both • rtio1 
t the Brit no\ 

po Syri e an 
ith the all ppo 
n to ind Pale 
('. 

* • 
6. V. P.- The Jewish conhibu

tions to the war effort w re "the 
b . t kept seer t of the war." 

Morgan- There have be(!n fre
quent references by Briti h com
manders and British statesmen 
to the magnificent contributions 
to the war made by the Jews of 
Palestine. An official paper en
titled "Britain, the Refug e and 
Pal stine/' gives account of the 
J wish war effort a1mo t as de
tailed as that giv n by Van 
Paas en. 
Not Widely Circulated 

E. A. M.- The paper in que tion 
s ems to have had small circu
lation in this country. British of
ficial documents habitually refer 
to "Palestinians" rath r than to 
"Jews" (although Arab help had 
b n n gligible) and th Palestin 
Admini tration has ought to 
prevent J wish fighting units 
from flying the J wi h !lag 
long \. ith ·the Union Ja k. 

• 
7. V. .- The r a on !or th 

British "s trange policy of delay, 
obstructionism and, yes, cruelty" 
toward the Jews Ii s in British 
Imperial plans for the futur . 

Morgan - This again enter 
the realm of p culation. But 
the facts r fute it. The a ump
tion that Britain i oppo d to 
th industrialization of Pal tin 
i in conflict with the admitted 
fact that industrialization ha~ 
taken place and with British Co
l nial policy gen rally. 

E. A. M.- Many p ople b 1i v 
that Bri ain's obj ctive i the s
t, bli hm nt of an Arab F d ra
ion und r Briti ·h au ·pie , that 

the J w in Pal stine arc a com
plicating f c or and that this, to

th t \ ith thee p di n ·y policy 
of 1939, led to th Whit Pap r 
Emitation of furth r J wi h • t • 
I m nt in P, 1 tin<' . 

K A. M.- E id •n ·1. ( th, • ,. 
ch rge was ubmitted to Am ri· Ti ·onlr ver y in ol~ th 

ncwspap rm<'n in P ris by U. S. A. 1 gally and emotionally. 
J· r nch .,o crnmcn of f.h \ "at I it 1 st it b come plosiv ·J 

"- ~....-, . .,,.__,, ~ ... -·" -



The WRIGHT-COMPTON RESOLUTION in 
the House of Representatives (HR 418-419) and the 
WAGNER-TAFT RESOLUTION in the Senate 
( SR 247) call on the United States to "use its good 
offices and take appropriate measures to the end that 
the doors of Palestine shall b~ opened for free entry 
of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full 
opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish 
people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a 
free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth." 

URGE YQUR CONGRESSMAN AND SENA
TOR TO SUPPORT THESE RESOLUTIONS. 

American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 
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ReJ>rinted from the 
A J>ril issue of THE PROTESTANT 

A LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR OF 
THE PROTESTANT 

Dear Kenneth Leslie: 
Those letters, of which you sent me copies, wherein you are 
asked why THE PROTESTANT does not support the en
deavors of the so-called uEmergency Committee to Save 
the Jews of Europe," which calls itself a non-partisan, non
sectarian body, are of a similar content and tenor as a 
number of inquiries I have been receiving myself lately. 

I generally reply to my correspondents that I know both the political motives and the personnel of that Committee rather intimately since they are both identical with those of the now defunct "Committee for a Jewish Army" with which, as you will recall, I was associated for a short time in the capacity of National Chairman. 

The actual directors of both these Committees, and of two others now in process of formation, viz. the "National Jewish Council"-and the "American League for A Free Palestine" are the self-same individuals-four or five young men who were sent to the United States as a "Palestine Delegation" by a small political group in the Holy Land known as the Irgun Zevai Leumi, or, in English: the "Nationalist Military Organization." This numerically insignificant group in Palestine is modelled, structurally and ideologically, upon the erstwhile Social Revolutionary Party of Czarist Russia, or, if you wish for a nearer and closer prototype: the Macedonian Comitadjis. The Irgun is proscribed in Palestine because of its fascistic methods and its advocacy and employment of terror as a political weapon against Jews, Arabs and Britons alike ... 



In a dispatch from Jerusalem, dated February 25 of this year, the New York 
Times reported an increase in terroristic outrages in Palestine. The dispatch 
attributed the rise of violence to a renewed activity on the part of the Irgun. I 
say "renewed,. because during the tragic period of disturbances in the Holy Land. 
back in 1936-1939, the Irgun made its very name obnoxious and infamous to 
all sincere friends of Palestine by subtracting itself from national Jewish discip
line. In those years the Jewish Community of Palestine with one common accord 
decided not to retaliate, not to kill Arabs in retaliation for the almost daily 
murder of Jews and the destruction of Jewish property by Arabs acting under 
the inspiration of Axis agents. The Irgun alone abstained from this noble and 
truly Christian resolution. It is common knowledge that the Irgun did kill and 
did commit acts of violence. There were even rumors that certain members of 
the Irgun made attempts to establish contact with the Nazis in Germany with 
a view to bring about concerted action against the British in the Near East. 
These rumors were denied by the Irgun itself. 

The aforementioned dispatch to the New York Times ran as follows: 
"Jerusalem, Feb. 15-Political terrorist activity has been showing a 

marked recrudescence lately in various parts of Palestine, probably in the 
mistaken notion that it will bring about pressure on British authorities to 
change her present policy drastically in favor of extremist Jewish national
ist demands. 

"The authors of these outrages-of which the latest was the explosion 
of two time bombs placed inside British police vehicles at Haifa yesterday 
-belong to a tiny fanatical group calling itself Irgun Zevai Leumi 
(Nationalist Military Organization) whose anarchist acts have been con
demned by the remainder of the Jewish population as harmful to the 
Jewish cause. Twenty dissident revolutionaries recently escaped from a 
detention camp near Jerusalem and are believed to have joined their 
associates belonging to an even more extremist faction, whose leader, 
Abraham Stern, was shot dead during a police encounter in February, 1942. 

uArab papers have joined the Jewish press in demanding the appre
hension and dire punishment of these lawless elements." 

I resigned from the "Committee for a Jewish Army," which was set up by 
the Irgunist delegation, not because of outside pressure or because I was dissatis
fied with the salary, as has been alleged ( for there was no salary or any other 
kind of remuneration involved at any time). I resigned, I say, because I came to 
the painful realization that the Committee's directors, the four or five Palestinian 
Irgunists had not mended and showed no intention to mend their ways in this 
country, as I had at first hoped they would and as they had promised me faith
fully and repeatedly. I had accepted the National Chairmanship in the first place 
because I believed it but right that the Jews of Palestine, who were fighting so 
gloriously in the British Armies in the Near East should have a military force of 
their own, should fight and die under their own flag and in their own name, as it 
were, and not as unknown soldiers. 

I still believe this should be so when I consider that at least a quarter of 
General Montgomery's forces at the height of the campaign in Lybia were Pales
tinian Jews and that at present no less than sixty Palestinian Jewish units are 
fighting in Italy. When Iraq, the country which called in Hitler's Luftwaffe to 
stab Britain in the back, is made a member of the United Nations, and when 
Egypt whose armies did not lift one finger to resist the German invader and 



whose Chief of Scaff was arrested at a moment when he was on the verge of fly
ing over to Rommel with Montgomery's secret campaign plans in his pocket, is 
treated as a loyal Ally, I think the Palestinian Jewry should at least be given 
recognition of its valor and the country of Palestine recognition of its immense 
industrial and agricultural contribution to the common victory by being per
mitted to call its army its own. 

Moreover, the constitution of an army made up of Palestinian J ws, would, I 
think, go a long way towards spiking those Goebbels-inspired whispering cam
paigns in this country of America according to which the Jew leave the fighting, 
the suffering and the dying to others. The world would know that Jews do fight 
and have fought magnificently in this war. 

On the strength of the promise of the Irgunists that th y would not inject 
the methods and tactics of their Palestine society into American affairs, I 
accepted the Chairmanship of the (tCommictee for a Jewish Army." I was to be 
deeply disillusioned and I was placed in a most embarrassing position vis a vis 
of many friends and eminent personalities who had sought to persuade me to 
disassociate myself from the Irgunist Committee. 

In spite of earnest and repeated remonstrances and protests on my part, the 
directors of the .. Committee for a Jewish Army" insisted on bringing into that 
organization a number of persons notorious for their reactionary past in 
American public life. They also r fused to collaborate with established Jewish 
and non-Jewish bodies and organizations of a progressive, reputable and demo
cratic character. Like the Irgun in Palestine, the Irgunist directors of the .. Com
mittee for a Jewish Army" wanted to play and did play a lone hand. 

The real reasons for my resignation were always carefully hidden or totally 
misrepresented by the directors of the uCommittee for a J ewi h Army" so that 
many people till this day are and remain und r the false impression that I am 
still an active supporter of the Committee or of one or more of its various off
shoots and prolongations. This illusion was furthered a good deal by the repro
duction in the Irgunist periodical The Answer of articles and statements from 
my pen which had appeared elsewhere but which were presented in that 
publication as original material. 

I never had any connection with The Answer and I stopped the sale of my 
recent book by its editors. 

With the .. Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" which is one of 
the offshoots of the Army Committee I had not relationship whatever either. 

I am nor, it goes without saying, opposed to saving Jews from Europe, and I 
have all my days been one of the most outspoken and militant non-Jewish advo
cates of the establishment of a free and independent Jewish Commonwealth in 
Palestine. My books Days of Our Y ears, The Time Is Now, That Day Alone and 
The Forgotten Ally are a public r cord to testify for me. 

But I cannot, in conscience, support a °Committee to Save the Jewish People 
of Europe," which has neither the means, the facilities, nor, I declare, the 
intention to save Jews. 

To speak bluntly, that "Committ e to Save the Jewish People of Europe" is a 
hoax, in my judgment a very cruel hoax perpetrated on the American public, 
Jewish and non-Jewish alike. That Committee and its directors have but one 
aim in view: to increase the prestige of the outlawed political group in Palestine 
known as the Irgun and the glorification of the Irgun's self-styled .. dynamic" 
missionaries in this country. 



It is so easy to make a noise and create a fuss and gather a few f~llowers, ~s 
the Irgunist directors of these leagues, committees and councils are doing here in 
America, so easy when one has neither responsibility nor standing. By what they 
do here in America they hope to make an impression in Palestine ~nd to ~r
suade Palestinians that at least in the U. S. A. the Irgun is constructively acuve 
and has public support. At present the Irgunists take credit and proclaim from 
the housetops that they are responsible for President Roosevelt's appointment_ of 
a Committee on Refugees. This is, as Ludwig Lewisohn aptly remarked, like 
Chan~ecler in Rostand's play crowing from the dungheap that he has made the 
sun rise. 

The ttCommittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" has been abandoned 
by many liberals and is today almost homogenously made up of reactionaries on 
the one hand and on the other hand of well-meaning persons who are distressed 
over the woes of Israel, but who do not know the backgrounds, the origin, the 
ambitions and the real objectives of the Committee's parent-body and its ultimate 
objectives. 

I commiserate the more with these charitably-minded persons since I was 
once a victim myself, and I deeply regret that some have entered the ranks of the 
Irgunist organizations in America in a belief that I was to be one of their fellow
members. The explanation of the commendation which certain prominent men 
have given to the Committee's work is simply this, that the Committee has 
managed to attract their attention by the noise it makes with its vulgar, high
pressure tactics of publicity. If people knew what was really involved they 
would have kept the Committee ac a considerable distance. 

In the Jewish field, the Committee goes counter to and combats the inter
nationally-legally established "Jewish Agency for Palestine., which is the body 
that represents the national interests of the Jewish people in the community of 
civilized nations. All the Irgunist Committees: the Committee to Save the Jews, 
the League for a Free Palestine, etc., seek to disrupt established Jewish organiza
tions, such as the Zionist Organization of America by means of typically facile, 
fascist charges and accusations of "bureaucratic inefficiency," "ruling cliques;• 
.. d I" r· , gran mogu s, etc. t 1s so easy. . . . 

You are perfectly right in your decision not to have anything to do with the 
"Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" or with the Irgun's next item: 
the "League for a Free Palestine." They are both sponsored by the same Pales
tinian body through its delegation here in America: the fascist, terrorist Irgun. 
The Jewish people in this hour of their supreme anguish when three million 
Jews have been killed by Hider and when the doors of Palestine remain closed 
to the refugees, undoubtedly need our sympathy and our help. But that help 
cannot be given by supporting the deliberate confusionists of the Irgun either 
here or in the Holy Land. 

PIERRE VAN PAASSBN . 

• 
Issued by 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison A venue New York 17, N. Y. 
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LETTERS 
The Irgunist Hoax 

Dear Kenneth Leslie: 

TO THE EDITOR 

Those letters, of which you sent me copies, wherein you are asked why THB 
PROTESTANT does not support the endeavors of the so-called ''Emergency C.Ommittee 
to Save the Jews of Europe," which calls itself a non-partisan, non-sectarian body, are 
of a similar content and tenor as a number of inquiries I have been receiving myself 
lately. 

I generally reply to my correspondents that I know both the political motives and 
the personnel of that Committee rather intimately since they are both identical with 
those of the now defunct ··committee for a Jewish Army" with which, as you will recall, 
I was associated for a short time in the capacity of National Chairman. 

The actual directors of both these Committees. and of two others now in process 
of formation, viz. the "National Jewish Council" and the "American League for A 
Free Palestine" are the self-same individuals-four or five young men who were sent 
to the United States as a "Palestine Delegation" by a small political group in the Holy 
Land known as the Irgun Zevai Leumi, or, in English: the 'Nationalist Military Organiza
tion." This numerically insignificant group in Palestine is modelled, structurally and 
ideologically, upon the erstwhile Social Revolutionary Party of Czarist Russia, or, if 
you wish for a nearer and closer prototype: the Macedonian Comitadjis. The lrgun is 
proscribed in Palestine because of its fascistic methods and its advocacy and employment 
of terror as a political weapon against Jews, Arabs and Britons alike. It is no exaggera
tion to say that ninety-five and three-quarters per cent of the Jewish population in 
Palestine have no truck or trade with the Irgun. 

In a dispatch from Jerusalem, dated February 25 of this year, the New York Ti1U1 
reported an increase in terroristic outrages in Palestine. The dispatch attributed the 
rise of violence to a renewed activity on the part of nhe Irgun. I say "renewed" because 
during the tragic period of disturbances in the Holy Land, back in 1936-1939, the Irgun 
made its very name obnoxious and infamous to all sincere friends of Palestine by sub
tracting itself from national Jewish discipline. In those years the Jewish Community 
of Palestine with one common accord decided not to retaliate, not to kill Arabs in 
retaliation for the almost daily murder of Jews and the destruction of Jewish property by 
Arabs acting under the inspiration of Axis agents. The lrgun alone abstained from 
this noble and truly Christian resolution. It is common knowledge that the Irgun did 
kill and did commit acts of violence. There were even rumors that certain members of 
the Irgun made attempts to establish contact with the Nazis in Germany with a view 
to bring about concerted action against the British in the Near East. These rumors 
were denied by the Irgun itself. 

The aforementioned dispatch to the New York Times ran as follows: 
"Jerusalem, Feb. 15-Political terrorist activity has been showing a marked 

recrudescence lately in various parts of Palestine, probably in the mistaken notion 
that it will bring about pressure on British authorities to change her present policy 
drastically in favor of extremist Jewish nationalist demands. 

''The authors of these outrages-of which the latest was the explosion of 
two time bombs placed inside British police vehicles at Haifa yesterday-belong 
to a tiny fanatical group calling itself Irgun Zevai Leumi (Nationalist Military 
Organization) whose anarchist acts have been condemned by the remainder of 
the Jewish population as harmful to the Jewish cause. Twenty dissident revo
lutionaries recently escaped from a detention camp near Jerusalem and are be
lieved to have joined their associates belonging to an even more extremist 
faction, whose leader, Abraham Stern, was shot dead during a police encounter 
in February, 1942. 

"Arab papers have joined the Jewish press in demanding the apprehension 
and dire punishment of these lawless elements." 



I resigned from the "Committee for a Jewish Army," which was set up by the 
Irgunist delegation, not because of outside pressure or because I was dissatisfied with 
the salary, as has been alleged ( for there was no salary. or any other kind of remunera
tion involved at any time). I resigned, I say, because I came to the painful realization 
that the --Committee's directors, the four or five Palestinian Irgunists had not mended 
and showed no intention to mend their ways in this country, as I had at first hoped they 
would and as they had promised me faithfully and repeatedly. I had accepted the 
National Chairmanship in the first place because I believed it but right that the Jews of 
Palestine, who were .fighting so gloriously in the British Armies in the Near East should 
have a military force of their own, should fight and die under their own flag and in 
their own name, as it were, and not as unknown ~ldiers. 

I still believe this should be so when I consider that at least a quarter of General 
Montgomery's forces at the height of the campaign in Lybia were Palestinian Jews and 
that at present no less than sixty Palestinian Jewish units are .fighting in Italy. When 
Irak, the country which called in Hitler's Luftwaffe to stab Britain in the back, is made 
a member of the United Nations, and when Egypt whose armies did not lift one finger 
to resist the German invader and whose Chief of Staff was arrested at a moment when 
he was on the verge of flying over to Rommel with Montgomery's secret campaign plans 
in his pocket, is treated as a loyal Ally, I think the Palestinian Jewry should at least 
be given recognition of its valor and the country of Palestine recognition of its immense 
industrial and agricultural contribution to the common victory by being permitted to 
call its army its own. 

Moreover, the constitution of an army made up of Palestinian Jews, would, I think, 
go a long way towards spiking those Goebbels-inspired whispering campaigns in this 
country of America according to which the Jews leave the fighting, the suffering and 
the dying to others. The world would know that Jews do fight and have fought mag
nificently in this war. 

On the strength of the promise of the Irgunists that they would not inject the 
methods and tactics of their Palestine society into American affairs, I accepted the 
Chairmanship of the "Committee for a Jewish Army." I was to be deeply disillusioned 
and I was placed in a most embarrassing position vis a vis of m~ny friends and eminent 
personalities who had sought to persuade me to disassociate myself from the Irgunist 
Committee. 

In spite of earnest and repeated remonstrances and protests on my part, the 
directors of the "Committee for a Jewish Army" insisted on bringing into that organ
ization a number of persons notorious for their reactionary past in American public 
life. They also refused to collaborate with established Jewish and non-Jewish bodies 
and organizations of a progressive, reputable and democratic character. Like the Irgun 
in Palestine, the Irgunist directors of the "Committee for a Jewish Army" wanted to 
play and did play a lone hand. 

The real reasons for my resignation were always carefully hidden or totally misrep
resented by the directors of the "Committee for a Jewish Army" so that many people 
till this day are and remain under the false impression that I run still an active supporter 
of the Committee or of one or more of itS various offshoots and prolongations. This 
illusion was furthered a good deal by the reproduction in the Irgunist periodical Th• 
Answer of articles and statements from my pen which had appeared elsewhere but 
which were presented in that publication as original material. 

r never had any connection with The Answer and I stopped the sale of my recent 
book by its editors. 

With the "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" which is one of the 
offshootS of the Army Committee I had no relationship whatever either. 

I am not, it goes without saying, opposed to saving Jews from Europe, and I have 
all my days been one of the most outspoken. and militant non-Jewish advocates of the 
establishment of a free and independent Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. My books 
Days of Our Years, The Time Is Now, That Day Alone and The Forgotten Ally are 
a public record to testify for me. 

But I cannot, in conscience, support a "Committee to Save the Jewish People of 
Europe," which has neither the means, the facilities, nor, I declare, the intention to 

save Jews. 
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To speak bluntly, that "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" is a hoax, 
in my judgment a very cruel hoax perpetrated on the American public, Jewish and 
non-Jewish alike. That Committee and its directors have but one aim in view; to 
increase the prestige of the outlawed political group in Palestine known as the Irgun 
and the glorification of the Irgun's self-styled "dynamic" missionaries in this country. 

It is so easy to make a noise and create a fuss and gather a few followers, as the 
Irgunist directors of these leagues, con;unittees and councils are doing here in America, 
so easy when one has neither responsibility or standing. By what they do here in 
America they hope to make an impression in Palestine and to persuade Palestinians 
that ·at least in the U.S.A. the Irgun is constructively active and has public support. At 
present the Irgunists take credit and proclaim from the housetops that they are respon
sible for President Roosevelt's appointment of a Committee on Refugees. This is, as 
Ludwig Lewisohn aptly remarked, like Chantecler in Rostand's play crowing from the 
dungheap that he has made the sun rise. 

The "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" has been abandoned by 
many liberals and is today almost homogeneously made up of reactionaries on the one 
hand and on the other hand of well-meaning persons who are distressed over the woes 
of Israel, but who do not know the background, the origin, the ambitions and the real 
objectives of the Committee's parent-body and its ultimate objectives. 

I commiserate· the more with these charitably-minded persons since I was once 
a victim myself, and I deeply regret that some have entered the ranks of the Irgunist 
organizations in America in a belief that I was to be one of their fellow-members. The 
explanation of the commendation which certain prominent men have given to the 
Committee's work is simply this, that the Committee has managed to attract their atten
tiop by the noise it makes with its vulgar, high-pressure tactics of publicity. If people 
knew what was really involved they would have kept the Committee at a considerable 
distance. 

In the Jewish field, the Committee goes counter to and combats the internationally-
legally established "Jewish Agency for Palestine" which is the body that represents the 
national interests of the Jewish people in the community of civilized nations. All the 
lrgunist Committees; the Committee to Save the Jews, The League for a Free Palestine, 
etc., seek to disrupt established Jewish organizations, such as the Zionist Organization 
of America by means of typically facile, fascist charges and accusations of "bureaucratic 
inefficiency," "ruling cliques," "grand mosuls," etc. It is so easy! ... 

You are perfectly right in your decision not to have anything to do with the "Com
mittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" or with the Irgun's next item: the "League 
for a Free Palestine." They are both sponsored by the same Palestinian body through 
its delegation here in America: the fascist, terrorist Irgun. The Jewish people in this 
hour of their supreme anguish when three million Jews have been killed by Hitler and 
when the doors of Palestine remain closed to the refugees, undoubtedly need our 
sympathy and our help. But that help cannot be given by supporting the deliberate 
confusionists of the lrgun either here or in the Holy Land. 

PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 

reprinted by 
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We, the undersigned Rabbis of all elements in Amer
ican Jewish religious life, have noted with concern 
a statement by ninety of our colleagues in which they 
repudiate Zionism on the ground that it is inconsistent 
with Jewish religious and moral doctrine. This state
ment misrepresents Zionism and misinterprets historic 
Jewish religious teaching, and we should be derelict in 
our duty if we did not correct the misapprehensions 
which it is likely to foster. 

We call attention in the first place to the fact that 
the signatories to this statement for whom as fellow
Rabbis we have a high regard, represent no more than 
a very small fraction of the American rabbinate. They 
constitute a minority even of the rabbinate of Reform 
Judaism with which they are associated. The overwhelm
ing majority of American Rabbis regard Zionism not 
only as fully consistent with Judaism but as a logical 
expression and implementation of it. 

Our colleagues concede the need for Jewish immigra
tion into Palestine as contributing cowards a solution 
of the vast tragedy of Jewish homelessness. They profess 
themselves ready to encourage such settlement. They 
are aware of the important achievements, social and 
spiritual, of the Palestinian Jewish community and they 
pledge to it their unstinted support. And yet, sub
scribing to every practical accomplishment of Zionism, 
they have embarked upon a public criticism of it. In 
explanation of their opposition they advance the con
sideration that Zionism is nationalistic and secularistic. 
On both scores they maintain it is incompatible with 
the Jewish religion and its universalistic outlook. They 
protest against the political emphasis which, they say, 

is now paramount in the Zionist program and which, 
according to them, tends to confuse both Jews and 
Christians as to the place and function of the Jewish 
group in American society. They appeal to the prophets 
of ancient Israel for substantiation of their views. 

Treasuring the doctrines and moral principles of our 
faith no less than they, devoted equally to America and 
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its democratic processes and spirit, we nonetheless find 
every one of their contentions totally without founda
tion. 

Zionism is not a secularist movement. It has its 
origins and roots in the authoritative religious texts 
of Judaism. Scripture and rabbinical literature alike are 
replete with the promise of the restoration of Israel to 
its ancestral home. Anti-Zionism, not Zionism, is a 
departure from the Jewish religion. Nothing in the 
entire pronouncement of our colleagues is more painful 
than their appeal to the prophets of Israel-to those very 
prophets whose inspired and recorded words of national 
rebirth and restoration nurtured and sustained the hope 
of Israel throughout the ages. 

Nor is Zionism a denial of the universalistic teachings 
of Judaism. Universalism is not a contradiction of 
nationalism. Nationalism as such, whether it be English, 

French, American or Jewish, is not in itself evil. It is 

only militaristic and chauvinistic nationalism, that na
tionalism which shamelessly flouts all mandates of inter-

national morality which is evil. The prophets of Israel~ 
looked forward to the time when all national entities 
would be obliterated, but when all nations would walk 

in the light of the Lord, live by His law and learn war 
no more. 

Our colleagues find themselves unable to subscribe 
to the political emphasis "now paramount in the Zion
ist program." We fail to perceive what it is to which 
they object. Is it to the fact that there is a regularly 
constituted Zionist organization and a Jewish Agency 
which deal with the mandatory government, the Col
onial office, the League of Nations and other recognized 

political bodies? But obviously, even immigration and 
colonization are practical matters which require political 
action. The settlement of a half million Jews in Pales
tine since the last war was made possible by political 
action which culminated in the Balfour Declaration and 
the Palestine Mandate. There can be little hope of 
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opening the doors of Palestine for mass Jewish immigra
tion after the war without effective political action. 

Or is it that they object to the ultimate achievement 
by the Jewish community of Palestine of some form of 
Jewish statehood? We are not so bold as to predict 
the nature of the international order which will emerge 
from the present war. le is altogether likely, and indeed 
it may be desireable, that all sovereign states shall under 
the coming peace surrender some of their sovereignty 
to achieve a just and peaceful world society. 

Certainly our colleagues will allow to the Jews of Pal
estine the same rights that are allowed to all other 
peoples resident on their own land. If Jews should 
ultimately come to constitute a majority of the popula
tion of Palestine, would our colleagues suggest that all 
other peoples in the post-war world shall be entitled 
to political self-determination, whatever form that may 
take, but the Jewish people in Palestine shall not have 
such a right? Or do they mean to suggest that the 
Jews in Palestine shall forever remain a minority in 
order not to achieve such political self-determination? 

Protesting their sympathy both for the homeless Jews 
of the world and for their brethren in Palestine, our 
colleagues have by their pronouncement done all these 
a grave disservice. It may well be that to the degree 
to which their efforts are at all effective, Jews who might 
otherwise have found a haven in Palestine will be denied 
one. The enemies of the Jewish homeland will be 
strengthened in their propaganda as a result of the aid 
which these Rabbis have given them. To the Jews of 
Palestine, facing the gravest danger in their hiscory and 
fighting hard to maintain morale and hope in the teeth 
of the totalitarian menace, this pronouncement comes 
as a cruel blow. 

We do not mean to imply that our colleagues intended 
it as such. We have no doubt that they are earnest about 
their finespun theoretical objections to Zionism. We 
hold, however, that these objections have no merit, and 
further that voicing them at this time has been unwise 
and unkind. 
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We have not the least fear that our fell ow Americans 
will be led to misconstrue the attitudes of American 
Jews to America because of their interest in Zionism. 
Every fair-minded American knows that American Jews 
have only one political allegiance-and that is to Amer
ica. There is nothing in Zionism to impair this loyalty. 
Zionism has been endorsed in our generation by every 
President from Woodrow Wilson to Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, and has been approved by the Congress of 
the United States. The noblest spirits in American life, 
statesmen, scholars, writers, ministers and leaders of 
labor and industry, have lent their sympathy and en
couragement to the movement. 

Jews, and all non-Jews who are sympathetically inter
ested in the plight of Jewry, should bear in mind that 
the defeat of Hitler will not of itself normalize Jewish 
life in Europe. An Allied peace which will not frankly 
face the problem of the national homelessness of the 
Jewish people will leave the age-old tragic status of 
European Jewry unchanged. The Jewish people is in 
danger of emerging from this war not only more torn 
and broken than any other people, but also without any 
prospects of a better and more secure future and without 
the hope that such tragedies will not recur again and 
again. Following an Allied victory, the Jews of Europe, 
we are confident, will be restored to their political rights 
and to equality of citizenship. But they possessed these 
rights after the last war and yet the past twenty-five years 
have witnessed a rapid and appalling deterioration in 
their position. In any case, even after peace is restored 
Europe will be so ravaged and war-torn that large masses 
of Jews will elect migration to Palestine as a solution 
of their personal problems. Indeed, for most of these 
there may be no other substantial hope of economic, 
social and spiritual rehabilitation. 

The freedom which, we have faith, will come to all 
men and nations after this war, must come not only to 
Jews as individuals wherever they live, permitting them 
to share freedom on a plane of equality with all other 
men, but also to the Jewish people, as such, restored in 
its homeland, where at long last it will be a free people 
within a world federation of free peoples. 
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50 -FA about the 



THE MIDDLE EAST 

Area 

( square miles) 

Egypt 
Iran 
Iraq 
Saudi Arabia 
Yemen 
Aden and Protectorate 
Persian Gulf Territories 
Syria and Lebanon 
Palestine 
Transjordan 

Tota l Middle East 

Fer Comparison 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
Euro pf' 
United States 

363,200 
630,000 
116,000 
927 ,000 

74,000 
112,000 
92,200 
60,000 
10,400 
30,000 

2,414,800 

285,246 
93,997 

2,085,000 
3,026,789 

Population Population 
(estimate!) {per square mile) 

16,000,000 
15,000,000 
5,000,000 
6,500 ,000 
3,500,000 

648,000 
810,000 

2,537,500 
1,500,000 

300,000 

51 ,795,000 

14,932 ,941 
47 ,000,000 

400,000,000 
135,604,000 

44 
23 
30 
7 

48 
b 
9 

42 
142 

10 

21 

52 
500 
190 
44 
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50 FACTS about the 
MIDDLE EAST 

THE BACKGROUND 

The Middle East-stretching from the Mediter
ranean Sea almost to India-is a vast region 
with a population of more than 50,000,000 cov
er· ng an area of 2,414,800 square miles, mor 
than two-thirds the area of the United Sta tes . 

1. 

Eigh~y-eigf hf t pe
1
r cent odf the Md iddle East Eregion 2. 

consists o our arge in epen ent states- gypt, 
Iraq, Iran, and Saudi Arabia. N ine per cent 
consists of small independent territories closely 
connected with Bri tain for many years, and 
three per cent consis ts of British and former 
French mandated territories-Palestine, Syria, 
and Lebanon-with a small British colony, A den. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

For countless centuries, the Middle East has 
had a profound spiritual influence on history. 
Modern civilization owes much to the ancient 
civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Syria and 
Palestine. One of the main keys to the migra
tion of peoples is the "fertile crescent" of the 
Middle East. From this region came three religi
ons of mankind-Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam . 

The Middle East is the center of the Moslem 
faith which imposes a distinctive way of life 
on its followers. Through the Moslem tradition, 
the peoples of the Middle East are connected 
westward with the 14,000,000 Moslems of North 
Africa and eastward with the 105,000,000 Mos
lems of Afghanistan and India. 

The Moslem faith was spread by the conquering 
Arabs who, from the eighth century onwards , 
carried their faith and their empire through the 
Middle East and North Africa into Spain, Italy , 
other parts of Europe, and eastward towards 
India. The Arabic language and traditions are 
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important cultural and 
political links throughout 
the whole of the Middle 
East today. 

6. Since Biblical limes, 
the Middle East has 

been the crossroads of the 
strategy and commerce 
of the world, as well as 
being an important cen
ter for the diffusion oi 
barnina. In modern 
times, ihe region has 
assumed new importance 
for sea, land, and air 
traffic, and for the de
velopment of natural re 
sources. 

7 The Middle East 
• countries have vast 

desert areas with fertile 

Minaret of Haider Khano Mosque 
in Baqdad. 



8. 

9 

strips intensively cultivated. In the countries 
there are sharp differences in outlook between 
settled townsmen and Bedouin nomads. Not 
until the nineteenth century did a "modern" 
ruler-Mohammed Ali in Egypt-impose cen
tralized control in a whole territory. 

Externally, the countries of the Middle East 
have put aside political differences for a grow
ing unity of purpose. Iran and Iraq concluded 
a four-power pact with Afghanistan and Turkey 
in 1937. Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Yemen are 
signatories to a treaty of " Arab brotherhood." 
Federation of some of the te rritories has been 
discussed. All territories have concluded alli
ances or treaties with Britain, some of very long 
standing. 

Britain's modern interest in the Middle Ea st goes 
back to the days of her early trade with India 
in the eighteenth century. With the develop
ment of Australia and New Zealand and of 
commercial interests in the Far East during the 
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British planes 
over the Suez 
Canal. 

nineteenth century, it became vital to Britain 
to defend the Middle East as a lifeline of sup
ply and communication . 

Tdhl e Estrategic importance to Britain of the Mid- 10. 
e ast lies in four main factors: The Suez 

Canal, which shortens sea routes by thousands 
of miles; the military-especially naval and 
air-bases in the area; the oil supplies; and the 
airports which British companies built there be-
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11. 

12. 

fore the war in developing air routes to India , 
South Africa, and Australia. 

Commercially, the importance of the Middle 
East lies in its oil reserves, in the chemical 
products of the Dead Sea, and in Egyptian 
cotton growing. In some cases these products 
have been developed or purchased by British 
companies, in other cases by non-British com
panies, or on a joint basis. In peacetime, the 
oil is exported to many countries of the world, 
on a free market. 

EGYPT 

Egypt, a key country of the Middle East, is 
three times as large as New Mexico in total 
area, but consists of a narrow strip of irrigated 
land along the 960-mile course of the Nile River, 
surrounded by desert. During Britain's connec• 
tion with Egypt, the irrigated area was greatly 
increased by the construction on the Nile of 
some of the greatest dams in the world; and the 
population of Egypt increased from 8,000,000 to 
16,000,000. 
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Chomfmercially, Egypt is important because of 13. 
er ine cotton growing, and minerals and oil 

have also been developed. Strategically, Egypt 
has a dominant position on the Suez Cana l. 
Britain first "occupied" Egypt in 1882 to protec t 
the Canal and trade at a period of great insta
bility. In the years which followed, Britain 
helped build up Egypt through the successful 
regulation of the Nile, and through western 
methods of education, government , and ad min
istration. 

Britain recognized Egypt as a sovere ign in - 14 
dependent state in 1922. In 1936, the Ang lo- • 
Egyptian Treaty of Alliance gave Britain twenty 
years to terminate her maintenance of milita ry 
forces in Egypt, and kept the Sudan (south of 
Egypt) under joint control. With Egypt as 
headquarters for all the crucial Middle East 
campaigns, these military clauses proved of 
decisive value to the United Nations, not only 
in the military struggle but in dealing with 
problems of the civilian populations of the 
Middle East. 
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15. 

16. 

17. 

ARABIA 

East of Egypt is the vast and largely unde
veloped Arabian Peninsula, half as large as 
all Europe, and with a population of about 
11,500,000. A great part of the peninsula is 
ruled by King Ibn Saud, who has unified the 
four territories of the Nejd, the Hejaz, Asir, 
and El Hasa under his patriarchal rule, and 
asserted his authority over the desert tribes. 
Britain reaffirmed her recognition of Ibn Saud's 
independence in the Treaty of 1927. 

Ibn Saud's prestige extends beyond his vast 
territories because of his control over the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina, to which millions 
of Moslem pilgrims flock regularly. 

The oil reserves of Ibn Saud's territories in 
Arabia are thought by experts to be vast, 
though estimates vary. A United States com
pany holds concession rights for all areas 
believed to have oil prospects, and areas of 
considerable value have already been proved. 
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King lbn Saud vi Arab::: . 

Apart from the independent state of Yemen, the 

small coastal areas of Arabia not under Ibn Saud 

are either under British protection or in simila 

close connection with Britain. They include the 

British colony of Aden, at the entrance to the 

Red Sea, and the Aden Protectorate ; the narrow 

strip adjacent, the Hadramaut; and the small 

sultanates and sheikhdoms along the western 

shores of the Persian Gulf. 
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20. 

In protecting the small independent Arab terri
tories of the Persian Gulf, Britain is continuing 
a policy going back a hundred and forty years , 
during which time she has patrolled the Persian 
Gulf to abolish pirates, slave trading, and gun 
running, and has made these waters safe for 
navigation and trade. Her special position in 
the Gulf is recognized by treaty with Ibn Saud. 

The Persian Gulf territories have considerable 
strategic and commercial importance. The Brit 
ish naval base at Bahrein and the airports, de 
veloped before the war by Imperial Airways , 
have been invaluable in the Middle East cam
paigns in supplying Russia and in the struggle 
against Japan. Bahrein and Kuwait have con 
siderable oil reserves, the former developed 
exclusively by American companies, the latte r 
developed jointly, with American companies 
holding a half sha re. 

., 
f 
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IRAN 

East of the Persian Gulf, Iran-formerly known 

as Persia-is a sovereign state almost two and 

a half times as large as Texas and with a 

population of about 15,000,000. Riza Shah Pah 

levi, who ruled Iran from 1925 to 1941, instituted 

many far-reaching progressive changes on lines 

similar to those introduced by Kemal into Tur

key. Iran and her neighbors, Iraq, Afghanistan, 

and Turkey (allied in a four-power pact), con

stitute an unbroken land mass stretching frorr. 

Europe almost to India. 

21. 

Iran, famous in earlier days for its fine carpets 2 2. 
and artistic products, relies today for consid-

erable revenue on its oil reserves, developed 

by a British company in which the British Gov 

ernment has a large interest . With a production 

of more than 10,000,000 metric tons of crude 

petroleum in 1939, Iran ranked fourth among 

world oil producers, though producing only 

one-seventeenth as much as the leading coun-

try, the United States. 
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23. Axis activity in Teheran, capital of Iran, in the 
early part of the war made it necessary fo r 
Britain and Russia to send armed forces into the 
country in tho summer of 1941 when the whole 
Middle East was in danger. The present Gov
ernment of Iran cooperates with the United 
Nations, and at the Teheran Conference in 
Deccr.,b er, 1943, between the United States, 
Ru ss ian and British leaders, an assurance of 

Oil ref iner y at A badan . iran . 
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complete independence for Iran was reaffirmed. 

IRAQ 

lraq
1
, west ofCir

1
~nf an~ nordthhof Arabia, 1

1
• s ~lmostf 24. 

as arge as a 1 orn1a an as a popu ahon o 

about 5,000,000. Formerly part of the Turkish 

Empire, Iraq was liberated by British forces 

during the last war and later put under British 

mandate. Britain developed Iraqi education, 

industry, social welfare, and self-governing in

stitutions, and granted full independence to 

Iraq in 1930. 

B
W_he~ thedst

1
age for in

1
dedped:1de:1ce wasJ re

1
a
1
~hed, 25. 

nta1n an raq cone u e a treaty 01 a iancc 

"on terms of complete freedom, equality, ancl 

independence." Britain, pledged to defend haq 

from attack, was allowed to maintain her "es-

sential communications" and to establish ai r 

bases in Iraq and naval access for strategic 

purposes-factors of paramount value to the 

cause of the United Nations during the present 

war. 
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26. 

27. 

Apart from the short struggle in 1941, when 
German officers reached Baghdad and tried to 
organize a revolt there which failed, Iraq has 
cooperated in the fight against the Axis, and is 
today a member of the United Nations playing 
her full part. Her oil resources at Kirkuk are 
worked by an internationally-owned company 
in which four major oil groups, one being 
American, hold twenty-three and three-quarters 
percent each. The oil is carried in pipelines to 
Tripoli and Haifa on the Mediterranean coast, 
and in 1938 totalled about 4,000,000 metric tons . 

TRANSJORDAN, SYRIA, 
LIB.ANON, AND PALESTINE 

The four territories, Transjordan, Syria, Lebanon 
and Palestine, form a geographic group stretch
ing from the fertile coastal strip of the Eastern 
Mediterranean to Iraq and the Arabian Desert. 
Formerly under Turkish rule, they were consti
tuted mandated territories in 1922, Transjordan 
and Palestine being mandated to Britain, Syria 
and Lebanon to France. 
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Transjordan, roughly equal in area to Indiana 28 
and with a population-largely nomad-of • 

nbout 300,000, was established as an independ-
ent Arab state in 1922, with an elected legis-

lative assembly. Its constitution provides for 

a British resident adviser, and the country has 
made good progress, especially in health and 
education. The small frontier force, officered 
largely by British, has seen service during the 
wa r. 

Syria and Lebanon, under frnnch mandate sincde 29. 
1922, were on their way to receiving indepen -
ence when war broke out. Following the 1941 

campaign in which British and free French 
forces rid Syria of Axis sympathizers, the French 
authorities, with British support, proclaimed the 
independence of the Syrian and Lebanon Re-
publics, and elections were held there in 1943. 

Palestine, smaller than Maryland in area, has a 30 
unique place in the history of Judaism, Chris- • 

tianity, and Islam. Under the Balfour Declara-
tion, made in 1917 while Britain was liberating 
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31. 

Palestine from Turkish rule, Britain stated that 
it favored the establishment in Palestine of a 
Jewish National Home, while respecting the 
civil and religious rights of the non-Jewish in
habitants. This Home was established, and the 
development of Palestine has been valuable in 
the Middle East war effort. 

The Mandate for Palestine, given in 1922, called 
on Britain to facilitate Jewish settlement and 
to develop self -governing institutions. In the 

A Jewish settlement in the Valley of ]ezreel. 



----, 

II twenty years which followed, the Jewish popu
lation of Palestine rose (mainly by immigration) 
from about 84,000 to 482,000; the non-Jewish 
(mainly Arab) from 668,000 to 1,132,000. As a 
percentage of the total, Jewish population rose 
from eleven percent to twenty-nine percent. 
The many riots in this period were connected 
basically with the claim of the Arabs of Pales
tine, that, at this rate, they would ultimately 
become a minority in their native country. 

I I 

In 1937, the British Government ailempied to 32 
meet the problem by proposing the partition • 
of Palestine into Jewish and Arab Stales, with 
a British enclave. The details of putting such 
a plan into effect proved insuperably difficult 
at the time, and a subsequent round-table 
conference, called in London after further 
sustained riots, failed to yield any agreement 
between the parties concerned. In 1939, there-
fore, the British Government put forward a 
plan for a self-governing Palestine, setting 
75,000 as the limit for further Jewish imrni-
grahon without Arab consent, and proposing 
that Arab and Jewish Palestinians be given 
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33. 

34. 

increasing responsibility in controlling gov 
ernment departments, with a view to full in
dependence being achieved within ten years. 

The Jewish upbuildina of Palestine has been 
remarkably successful: desert land has been 
made to bloom, industry has been developed, 
health and education have gone forward, He
brew has been revived and a Hebrew Uni
versity established. At the same time, the Arab 
population of Palestine and surrounding terri
tories has made great progress. There have 
been discussions of the possibilities of federa
tion of the four contiguous areas-Palestine, 
Syria, Lebanon, and Trans jordan. 

STRATEGY OF VICTORY 

In 1940, when her own pos11Ion was precarious , 
Britain threw her resources into the defense 01 
the Middle East, striking a blow at the Axis 
which has been decisive for the outcome of the 
war. 
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In defending the Middle East from falling into 
enemy hands, British and Empire forces fought, 
from 1940 on, in Libya, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Somaliland, Greece, Crete, Malta, Iraq, Iran, and 
Syria. 

The threat to the Middle East countries came 
from the Italian Empire in Africa, an area twelve 
and a half times as large as Britain, held in 
1940 by 1,000,000 Italian troops later reinforced 
by eight more Italian divisions and five German 
divisions. In capturing Tripoli, the last strong -

35. 

36. 

Bri tish tanks ready to strike c t El Alamein. 
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38. 

39. 

hold of the Italian Empire, British and Empire 
forces of the Eighth Army advanced nearly 
1,400 miles in less than three months. 

When France fell in 1940, the British and Empire 
forces which were left to defend the Middle 
East appeared insignificant. In his first cam
paign in Libya, General Wavell's striking force 
never exceeded 30,000 men. In eight weeks he 
had taken 130,000 p risoners . 

The small British and Empire forces which lib
erated Eritrea, Somaliland, a nd Ethiopia from 
Italian rule destroyed an army of 300,000 men. 
Part of the victorious force advanced 1,725 miles 
i n fifty -three days to take Addis Ababa, capital 
of Ethiopia. 

In 1942, with Japan surging forward from the 
East and Germany from the West, the stand of 
British and Empire forces at El Alamein was a 
major factor in preventing any possible joining 
of Axis forces across the Middle East area. From 
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the first day of the Eighth Army's break-through 
on October 23, 1942, the Middle East ceased to 
be an area for defense and became the base for 
attack and supply to the West, the North, and 
the East. 

A keypoint in the defense of the Middle East 40 
during the present war was the tiny island of • 
Malta-a British colony-which held out for 
three years with the enemy only fifty-eight 
miles away and the nearest British base a thou -
sand miles across the sea. Malta had more than 
3,500 air alerts and 1,200 actual raids . It took 
the offensive itself as an air base during the 
North African campaign, and became General 
Eisenhower's headquarters for the liberation of 
Sicily . 

TRIUMPH OF SUPPLY 

Vh adst supbpliebs fromhBritainhandMthdedUl niEted States 41. 
a to e roug t to t e i e ast over 

hazardous sea routes. With the Mediterranean 
closed until 1943, the sea route from Britain was 
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42. 

a journey of 11,000 miles. Up io April, 1942, 

more than 3,000,000 ions of military supplies 
were landed in Egyptian ports alone by this 
route. 

For urgent Middle East supplies, Britain pio
neered an air route across Africa. Adding to 
pre-war British airports, new construction under 
difficult conditions was undertaken, developed 
later on a large scale by the Americans. These 

Vital Allied supplies to Russia via Iran. 
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I 

airfield s aYe als::> vi tal routes to India and China 
for the war against Japan. 

Through the defense of the Middle East, a mos! 4 3 
important supply rou te for Russia was made • 
possible across Iran. British engineers, joined 
later by Americans, quickly increased the traf-
fic capacity of the railroad. Locomotives and 
specially built freight cars were sent from 
Britain in 1941. The road system was modern-
ized. A new factory for assembling trucks was 
turning out two hundred a month as early as 
the end of March, 1942. 

In contrast with Nazi methods of plundering 
occupied territories, Britain organized the Mid
dle East Supply Center in April, 1941, to stimu
late local production and satisfy civilian needs 
in the Middle East and beyond. This agency, 
controlled jointly by Britain and the United 
States since the summer of 1942, has had to 
cover an area larger than continental United 
States with a population of 83,000,000. New 
1c1ethods that have been introduced will be of 
permanent value to the whole region. 
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47. 

To increase food production, the Middle East 
Supply Center has arranged for extensive sur
veys and the importation of agricultural ma
chinery. The area under cereal crops has been 
increased by more than 2,000,000 acres. In 
addition, the Food Supplies Section has been 
handling bulk cargoes of foodstuffs, since 1942, 
at the rate of 1,000,000 tons and to a value of 
$96,000,000 a year. 

To combat locust plagues in the Middle East, 
an organization was set up under the general 
direction of the Anti-Locust Research Center of 
London to send tried poisons to all Middle East 
countries and to conduct new experiments. 
British, Russian, Indian, and Iranian entomolo
gists concerted plans in Iran. Aircraft tracked 
down locust swarms and sprayed poison dust. 
From Ethiopia to Iran the program has been 
highly successful. 

The Middle East has been stimula~ed to new 
industrial developments. Processes perfected in 
Egypt produce chemicals in Iran for dyeing and 
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tanning . Lignite mining has been developed in 
Syria and Eritrea to provide a substitute for 
coal. Fertilizers are produced from by-products 
of oil refining. Pharmaceutical products have 
come from Palestine where industries, largely 
developed by Jewish refugees, have greatly 
increased during the war period. 

Thhroughout the whar aMnddmost particularly since
1 

48. 
t e opening of t e e iterranean in 1943, oi 
from the Middle East has been supplied in 
increasingly large quantities for the armies, 
navies, and air forces of the United Nations. 
All oil from British sources is supplied under 
British "Reverse Lend-Lease" or Mu tual Aid. 

In sdupplying the Middle East with civihliadn 49. 
goo s, commercial trade is the normal met o , 
with most cash imports coming now from the 
United States. This has changed the pre-wa1 
commercial balance, for in 1938 United States 
exports to the Red Sea area were only 
$24,000,000 as compared with $65,000,000 worth 
from Britain . 
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50. The economic development of the Middle East , 
and its increased trade with many countries ol 
the world, will help to raise its standard of 
living after the war, and to secure, in the 
words of the Atlantic Charter, "improved labo1 
standards, economic advancement, and social 
security for all." 

Brit ish mobile clm ic tours Syrian villages. 



Production of Crude Oil and Natural Gasoline in 
t;,e Middle East and in the Rest of the World in 1938 

Middle East Metric Tons Total World Production Metric Tons 
Iran 
Iraq 
Bah rein 
Egypt 
Saudi Arabia 

Tota l 

10,358 ,000 
4,368 ,000 
I , 135,000 

226,000 
67 ,000 

16, 154,000 

United States 
Russia {incl.Sakhalin) 
Venezuela 
Netherlands Indies 
Rest ( incl. M. East) 

Tota l 

The Suez Canal 

170,432 ,000 
30, 112,000 
28 , I 07 ,000 

7,394,000 
44,231 ,000 

280,276,000 

I. SEA DISTANCES FROM BRITAIN VIA SUEZ CANAL & CAPE 

Plymouth to Bombay 
Plymouth to Sydney 
Plymouth to Hong Kong 
Plymouth to Singapore 

Via Suez 
b,200 (Mil es ) 

11 ,200 
9,500 
8, 100 

Via Ca;,e 
10,500 (M iles) 
12,300 
12 ,800 
11 ,400 

2, SHIPS PASSING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL IN 1938 

Nationality 
British 
Ital ian 
Germ a n 
Netherlands 
French 
Other countries 

Total 

l' rinkd in t ·.~- .\ . 

~ 1 .'i.'i 
FF~fE-.'i(I ,, I' 

No. of Vessels 
3,028 

984 
499 
476 
260 
924 

6, 171 

Net Tons 
17,357,743 
4,625 ,818 
3, 134,597 
3,028 ,324 
1,747,825 
4,523,880 

34,418 , 187 

Tonnage 
Percentage 

50 
13 
12 
9 
5 

II 
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IF/wt i Zionism? 

Zionism is the expr ssion of the Jewish people' desire to live its own life again 
through the creation of a publicly secured, legally assur d home for the Jewish 
people in Palestine. 

ff/hat do th Zioni t mo ement imply? 

Zionism se ks to remov the fundamental disability under which the Jews liv , 
as compared with other nations, through the r alization of its program to creat 
a Jewish National Homeland in Palestine. 

Why hould the J wi ·h peopl in i t upon building their 
National llorn in Pal tine and not lsewh re? 

The history of the J wish people is inextricably interwoven with Palestine. It 
was in Palestine that Abraham proclaimed to the world th unity of God. It was 
in Pal stine that the great J wish prophets preached the ethical concept of 
br therhood and human relationship, accepted by the entire civilized world today. 
Palestin is th only country which is capable of awakening Jewish enthusiasm, 
Jewish inspiration, and the Jewish will to create. 

The right of the Jews to Palestine has been sanctioned by 52 nations of the world 
that were signatori s to the Palestine mandate, which recognizes the historic con
nection of the Jewish people with Palestin . The Mandate also embodies the 
Balfour Declaration, pledging Great Britain to facilitate the establishment of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine. This Declaration received the approval of 
both Houses of the United States Congress in a joint resolution adopted on June 
30, 1922. 

To what <'. 'tent i tlz Am rican publi and Governmt'nt 
intere t d in the upbuilding of th J t ; h Homeland? 

Ev ry President of the Unit d tat , since President Wilson- Wilson, Harding, 
Coolidge and Roosevelt- has voic d approval of the establishm nt of the Jewish 



Homeland in Palestine. They have publicly expressed themselves to 
this effect. 

s re ently as May, 1939, President Franklin D. Roosev It wrote: 
"Jewish achievem nt in Pal stin since the Balfour D Iaration 
vindicates th high hope which lay behind the sponsorship of the 
Homeland. The Jew,sh d velopmenl in Palesline since the Balfour 
Declaration is not on ly a tribute to the reativ powers of the 
J wish people, but by bringing gr al aclvancem nt into the a red 
Janel has promoted th well-b ing of all the inhabitants thereof. 
"I shall personally watch with d ep sympathy t he progress of 
PalesLin ." 

In addition to the joint resolution passed by both Houses of the United 
States Congr ss, favoring the establishment in Pal stine of a National 
Home for the Jewish people, America has a sp cial inter st in the 
Palestine Mandate through the American-British Palestin Mandat 

onvention of 1924 . The provisions of th Mandate were not the ex
clusive produ t of th League of Nations, th Governm nt of th 

nit d States participating in drafting it. 

flow many Jew can /lalt•s tine ab orb? 
A cording to estimat s approved by expert authorities, Palestine i::; 
apable of a commodating approximat ly fiv million Jews. This figure 

would be increas d to ighl million were Palestine lo include, as il 
did originally, the territory on both sides of th Jordan. 
Belgium, for exampl , with a t rnlory not mu ·h larger than that of 
Pal stine w st of th J rdan, supports a population of ov r ,000,000. 

llow tcoulcl the ational ./ea i ' h Tlom elarul 
soft<' thl• Jewi h problem ? 

onsideration must be giv n to th fact that ther is suffici nt area of 
land to b acquir d in Pal stin to mak possible the s ttl ment of 
additional millions of J ws. In oth 'r words, if the Zionist movem 'Ill 
a omplish s nothing ls but sav th liv s of upward of four mil
lion J ws, now hound d and p rs ut d, this alone would b sum i nt 
inc nlive for m rican J ws to giv their supp rt to th Zionist 
mov ment. 

Do<'s Zionism propos,• ti,,, emigration 
of all J, ,w to /'ale tine? 

No. Th Zionist Organization has n ver claim d that Pal stin will 
absorb all the seventeen million Jews throughout the world. Zionism 
is a voluntary mov m nt, s king to solv th J •wish qu slion through 
th establishm nl of a J wish Hom land in Palestine, which will 
command th r spect of all th nations. Th J ws wh in th 

nit d Stat s of Am rica, wh r lh y njoy th bl ssings f fr dom 
and qual rights, can be t h lp in the r alization of Zionism by con
tributino- th n ce:'.iary finan ial m ans for th upbuilding of Pal 'Stin 
and supporting the fforts of th Zionist rganization of Am ri a 
to lee p th doors of Palestin op n for larg masses of J wi h immi
grants. This support can b st b manif stcd through enrollm nt as 
a member f the Zionist Organization of Am ri a. 
In America, Zionism aims at the regeneration of the J ws throuoh a 
campaign of ducation and national J wish a hi v m nt. 
Sokolow, in his History of Zionism, prophetically sums up th aims 
of Zionism in th following words: 

"J ws ar not anxious to acquir military power: they rej ct 
and cond mn the id a of ubjugating any other p opl . n th 
other hand. they hav grown tired of th ir rol of a horn I ss 

hosen P opl , and would pr fer to be a s lf-supportino- 'small 
nation:' wit_h a qui t sp?t of earth for thems Iv s. Th y ~ant to 
b~ umte<;I 1~ a? ~rgam c?mmunity, to f I ntirely at horn , 
with their mst1tut10ns, national language, literatur and pr ss. 

Theodor Herzl 
/11 ,m t1dd1e1J before the 

5th Z1011iJt Co11g1e11 

"Zionism is the only humane 
and at the same time the only 
practical end to solve the im
m1grahon problem. 
Part1c1pat1on m the Z1on1st 
movement means nothing which 
is not in tho clearest and high
est !01m in unison with the 
ratriohsm of a true American . 
!low quickly or slowly the 
schemes we have prepared will 
enter into opc•rat1on we cannot 
say ... we can lay the instal 
lotion but we cannot apply the 
power ThP pnwer m11st bt> sup
plied by the Jewish people." 

Dr. Weizmann 
(" tJbfrJ m , 011 ,ie, 110 11 wllh lh<' 
me111beuh1/1 tflo,1 of the ZOA 

Deeply grate!ul to Amencan 
Jewry for dlective pohhcal 
wo•k in beh::i!f cl Palestine. 
Ur Jent that Z1omst 01gamzation 
01 America continue stand 
guard and o:<ert 1001 efforts 
our peoples ~ause Urge all 
Amencan )ow,. enroll as mem 
bors Zionist Orgamzat1on and 

1 10lly to our '.lid and struggle 
for maintainirg our rights in 
Palestine solemnly gua,anteod 
by nations of world. 

l'l\1t ~ti 
" -i .• ~ 

!, I '•' 
., 

_,;ti' 

Prof. Albert Einstein 
"The rebuilding of Palestine is 
for us Jews not a mere matter 
of chari ty or immigration: it is a 
problem of paramount import
ance for the Jewish peopl . 
Palestine is hrst and foremost 
not a refuge for East European 
Jews but th Incarnation of 
national solidarity." 

That, neither more nor I ·ss, is what Zionists look to as lh , goal 
of their efforts." 

Ts Zin11ism inrn11 .~ist,•11t tl'it/1 pntrintis,11 in otl1<'r ll'nrds. 
does membership in th e Zionist Organi=ation by nn American 
citiz<'n imply any innmsi .-,t1•m·y or di .-, /o_n,lty to tlw uited .~tat,•s? 

This qu stion can best b answ r d by quoting th words of Mr. 
Justice Louis D. Brand is: " L t no Aml'rican imagin that Zionism is 
inconsistent with patriotism. Multiple loyalti s are objectionable 
only if they ar in onsisl nt. A man is a lwtt<•r <'il1zen of Lh<' lJ111lt>d 
States. for being also a loyal citiz n of his stat and of his city ; 
for bcmg loyal to his family, and to his prof('ss1on or tradt>; for 
being loyal to his coll g or his Iodg . gv ry I nsh-Anwncan who 
contributed toward advan ·ing horn rut was a bl ttcr man and a 
bett r American for the sacrifi h mad . l•~v ,·y nwriean .Jpw who 
aids in advancing the J wish setll m nt in Pal slim\ though h f els 
that n ither he nor his d s en lants will V<'r liv, th •r will lik wis<· 
b a b tter American for doing so .... Th r is no im·;msisl ney b -
twe n loyalty to America and loyalty to J wry. . . . m riea's fun
dam ntal law s eks to mak r al th brotherhood o( man. That 
brotherhood b am th J wish fundamental law mon than tw(•nty
five hundr d years ago. Am rica 's insist nl d mand in lh, tw 'ntil'th 
entury is for social justice. Thal also has b n th Jl'ws' strivmg for 

ages. Indeed, loyalty to Am rica cl mands rather that aeh J\ m('l"i<'an 
J w b om a Zionist, for only through th nnobling cff<'ct of its 
strivings can w d v lop th b st that is in us and giv to this cotmlry 
the full b n fit of ur great inh ritan • " 

ITow has ] et i h l'ttll'm<1nt in /'ale tin 
afl •ct,,d the t cl/am of the Arab ·? 

Opposition to th upbuilding of th J wish Hom •land has h<'Pn raised 
by c rta.in 1 m nts f Pal slinian Arabs who claiml'd that tlH' pl <lg • 
by the British ov rnmenl to facilital<' th stabli. hm nt of a .!<•wish 
National Hom land confli ts with promis s whi h th Gov l'Ilm nt 
alleg dly has giv n to th Arabs during th, war. Th s, promis<'S n n• 
suppos d to hav b en contained in a 1 lt r which Sir Ilc•nry M •Mahon, 
the th n British High ommission r for Egypt, wrot in 191:-i to 
Huss in, th Sh rif of M cca. Th full t xt of this I ttt'r publish<'<! 
by th Briti h ov rnm nl prov s that Pall'stin was spccili<'ally x-

lud d fr m th t rritori s promis d to th Arabs. ir II nry 1C'Mahon 
hims If, in a I tt r dat cl as r c ntly as July 23, 1937, in th London 
Times, mphati a lly d Jar d that th promis to King Huss •in for 
ind 'P ndenc did not includ Pal slinc. 
Th official Arab attitud towards th f a J wish 
Hom land in Pal stm was made known during th onf r ' nct• 
in 1919, when Emir F i al, h ad of th Arab D l gation, wrot to 
Professor Frankfurt r und 'r dat of March, 1919, as follows: 

"The Arabs, speci~ll~ the ducated among us, I ok with cl p st 
sympathy on t h Z1omst movem nt. ur cl putation h r in Paris 
is_ fully acqua!nte~ with the proposals submitted yesterday by the 
Z1on1st organIzalIon to th confer n • and w r g-ard Lh m as 
moderate and prop r . We will do our b st, insofar as w ar 
concerned, to h Ip in th ir attainm nt; we will offer th J ws 
a h arty w I come horn . " 

Of signifi an is also lh pa t of fri ndship which was on Jud d 
b tw n Emir F isal and Dr. haim W izmann. Th w II-known 
Lawr n of Arabia was a o-signatory to that tr aty. 
The Arab population in Pal stin has ben fit cl in num rous ways 
from J wish s ttl ment in Pal stine. s a r sult fforts 
th Arab njoy the low t mortality rat of th ntir ar East. 



The rate of wages paid to Arab laborers in Palestine is the highest as compared 
with any other country in the Near East. 

What interest have American Jew in the 
upbuilding of Palestine? 

This question was effectively answered in a Memorandum submitted to the recent 
Palestine Royal Commission by American Zionist leaders: 
American Jewry has a special stake in the Jewish National Home. It has been 
called upon to take the lead in the movement of Jewish national reconstruction, 
and to assume heavy responsibilities in connection therewith. The Jews of America 
have been eager to do their share in the fulfillment of the centuries' old Jewish 
ideal, and they have sought at the same time to lighten the unbearable suffering 
of Eastern European and German Jews by making it possible for many of them 
to settle in a reconstructed, economically rehabilitated Palestine. 
After the issuance of the Balfour Declaration, the traditional attachment of the 
Jews to Palestine found practical expression in many ways. Palestine was in a 
state of general desolation resulting from centuries of neglect. Vast areas 
had to be reclaimed, swamps had to be drained and malaria, trachoma and 
other diseases had to be conquered. For these tasks large sums of money and 
much human sacrifice were required. American Jewry, through many organiza
tions and groups, principally the Keren Hayesod ( Palestine Foundation Fund) 
and the Jewish National Fund, contributed heavily to Palestine upbuilding. 
Since 1921, contributions to the Keren Hayesod, which is the financial instrument 
of the Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency for Palestine, by Jews through
out the world, aggregate the sum of close to $33,000,000. This money has been 
expended in Pal stine for colonization, urban and rural development, immigra
tion, education, sanitation, health and social and cultural activities. More than 
250 Jewish colonies and agricultural settlements were established or aided 
through their initial stages by the K ren Hay sod, 50 new settlements having 
been established in 40 months sine pril, 1936. An a dditional 15 s ttJ ments hav 
been established since then. 

lf7liat is the Jewish National Fund? 
The Jewish National Fund, or Keren Kayemetb L'Israel, was founded for the 
express purpose of purchasing land in Palestine as the inali nable property of 
the Jewish p ople. Such land is taken off the market and can never be resold. 

What ha th Jewi h National Fund accomplished? 
Sums aggr gating $ 0,000,000 have b n contribut d by Jews fr m very part 
of the world sin e 1902, wh n the J wish National Fund began its operations. 
The Jewish National Fund has acquired approximately 500,000 dunams f land 
in Palestin . Much of this land was swampy and dis ase-breeding and was ma l 
hospitable by drainag and oth r am lioration work . More than 240 a ricultural 
settl ments have b en tablish d on th land of th Jewish National Fund, hous
ing an agri ultural populati n f m r than 95,000. 

Why should every J w be a memb r 
of the Zionist Organization? 

American Zionism must pr par f r th eventuality wh n it will b all d to 
present the J wish a e b for th forth ming p ace confer nee. 
Joining th·~ Zionist Organization of America repr sents the identification of the 
Jew with the d stiny of his people. It brings him into a position where he may 
join in solving the Jewish probl ms of the day. The Zionist Organization is the 
association of those Jews in every community throughout the land who, by cul
tural equipment and Jewish training, are b st fitted to provide leadership to 
Jewish life today. 
Membership in the Zionist Organization of America means participation in the 
rebuilding of the Jewish National Home and the promotion of Jewish progress. 

, so 



PALESTINE 

AND THE ARAB WORLD 

FACTS AND FIGURES ON THE AREAS INVOLVED 

''No race has done better out of the fidelity with 

which the Allies redeemed their promises to the 

oppressed races than the Arabs. Owing to the 

tremendous sacrittces of the Allied nations, and 

more particularly of Britain and her empire, the 

Arabs have already won independence for Iraq, 

Arabia, and Transjordania, although most of 

the Arab races fought throughout the war for 

their Turkish oppressors. Arabia was the only 

exception in that respect. The Palestinian Arabs 

fought for the Turkish rule." 

David Lloyd George, "Memoirs of the Peace Conference," 
Volume 1, p. 723. 



PALESTINE AND THE ARAB LANDS 
This area was freed from Turkey in the last war. 
Palestine constitutes less than 1 % of the total territory. 

S A u D 

R A B 

(\ 

PALESTINE 

is only 20% larger than Massachusetts. 
Because of intensive industrial develop
ment, the population of Massachusetts is 
4,316,000, over 2½ times that of Palestine. 

I 

I 

Area;,. 
Square Milu Potulatto11 

Palestine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,SOO 1,600,000• 
Syria and Lebanon. . . . . . 58,000 3,600,000 
Iraq . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140,000 3,800,000 
Saudi Arabia. . . . . . . . . . 900,000 6,000,000 
Yemen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7S,OOO 3,S00,000 
Transjordan . . . . . . . . . . . 35,000 300,000 

Total ........... 1,218,SOO 18,800,000 
• Jewish Population, 550,000, 

A 

SAUDI ARABIA 

is over three times the area of the im
mense State of Texas. Texas, which is 
generally recognized as underpopulated, 
has a population of close to 6,500,000. 



AS A RESULT OF THE ALLIED VICTORY IN WORLD WAR I 

THE ARABS RECEIVED SOVEREIGNTY OVER MORE THAN 

1,2tJtJ,tJtJtJ s~ 
This territory is more than 1/3 the area of the continental United States. 

It includes six large Arab states: 

SAUDI ARABIA, the huge oil-rich territory that is the ancestral home of the Arabs. 

YEMEN, the most fertile part of the Arabian peninsula. 

IRAQ, site of the Mosul oil fields, a large, well-watered land which in ancient days was 
the seat of the empires of Assyria and Babylon, supporting a population believed to 
have been between 17,000,000 and 25,000,000. 

TRANSJORDAN, three times the size of Western Palestine, with far better soil and 
water resources. 

SYRIA and LEBANON, temperate in climate, in Hellenic and Roman times the home 
of a large and highly civilized population. 

THE JEWS RECEIVED ONLY 4 'P~ 
It involved PALESTINE, their never-forgotten historic homeland. 

Its small area of 10,500 square miles west of the Jordan can be the salvation of the 
Jewish people. Jewish achievements in Palestine during the last two decades have 
proved this. 

At the beginning of the Christian era Palestine had a population of 4,000,000. With 
the aid of modern technology it can support far larger numbers. 

Dr. Walter Lowdermilk, the noted American agricultural expert, in his recent book 
"Palestine, Land of Promise," proves that in the Jordan Valley alone room can be made 
for at least 4,000,000 new immigrants, without in any way disturbing Palestine's 
present total population of 1,600,000. 
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THIS WAS THE PROMISE TO THE JEWS 
Issued by the British War Cabinet with the approval of President Wilson 

Incorporated in the League of Nations Mandate for Palestine 

Confirmed by the joint resolution of the Sixty-Seventh Congress of the United States 

7o 

November 2, 1917 

Dear Lord Rothschild, 

I have much pleasure in conveying to you on behalf of His Majesty's Govern

ment the following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations, which has 

been submitted to and approved by the Cabinet: 

His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of 

a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate 

the achievements of this object, it being dearly understood that nothing shall be done 

which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 

Palestine or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

I should be grateful if you would bring this Declaration to the knowledge of 

the Zionist Federation. 

Yours Sincerely, 

ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR. 

The Chamberlain White Paper of 1939 must be made null and void. 

The doors of Palestine must be opened for free immigration of Jews. 

There must be full opportunity for land purchase, colonization and indus

trial development 10 that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute 

Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNOL • 342 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

~11 


	ms4787.006.002.0137b.pdf



