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At our meetin .cm October SOth, e discussed he Resolutions. i- t. couclusion 

of the eting I stat , • e • ll not. o llhead .it.h t1 resolut1 n ·itho t .. lly 

cunvaasing e itu tion. It t he an • r _ o the State De 

:>uld not reco.; end roc-eed1 

as 1ou ill rec l, not b 

inu s - Oct. 3) T 

desire not to off end the J t 

t u , I 

w s . ro pted, 

nt r the 

Pre 1 ... nt, ',ut to >rot ct o· rselv s ac;tainst t: e 1d.r. o sur rise .h ch .-;ca,s j ped 

on us l '· t sprin • ted to d ub • s re before e "O'led. In ,..__ discu ion 

h r ised e t ue .ion 

lon r ir or nt r.ce • t1 e Pre ident' a"'· te nt .. f 

tu.t!. t t: . :J re-o' i n, or discussi n n \;On~re s oul -iv 

un o;> )Ortuni y to t • ck u • S e el t : · t ve 

. Ot rs ... lt 

• tion in Con .,ress 

.anc it 

t e next Concre s; so. obj ectad to t, e Reaolu ion s 1 t no re s .l8C us __.f t a 

ord •ult tely" nd tho :.:.ht t ·.at ,e could t r resolu ion, erha s oint 

re olu ion, in then Congre s. •hil t t,es ~inions • ... r pres od, t c .sensus 

s ·.·, t e h uld <:Ne head -1th the ?.,esol~tic)n rovide t o co • .... t • • e r a.a 

far 8 tr. t e De he ide t .er c cern d. cted 

o~_posi tion 1n vi of G.ll t.~ t had tr· n pir in t. pr cQU,J~ months. ht . t 

s meetina l re orted ( n • I .uoto ·r inu. ... S 0 t ,.t e ~1 " ) " tin 

t i ci · • tion r recon 1 e • i on o,. t : ol tion h n on res rec n n , 

re cy Co cil e n ~ ·ed tr st he 

or t :... 
J.~ • Hou e rein rr ir id .,, t C es. T oc&.l 

r ency com.cdt 898 in C unities • , icl t .se n ed. 

to a .}r ch e id to ing Ui) 0 t rece nd to 

u est t ~ t e rly tion 011 t.he reso u ion. . n Cor re rec ,V • ' 
u • 

des1r ble. Te results so fr ar • • ounc 1, on cto ·0th • e 

a f·lly into ol tiOII wee Oinc 

4 



on mld ul cont in .. _ al in t n n 11 v r ,,, c~un r.i. It i 

even ~- impli ti.on · t :, .. ., t t .. 1 cil t . .. tin ct oh r ,. 0th rder84 

11 ot our e.ctivi tie:§ 1n b;nalt tg ued. It ely 

ir ctoo .., 

t her 

e x .. lore t~Le i or the t te De r e!.t n l ~ in, 

c::>n ensus of o:>inion t t • ! tne rti nt at tu: 

be neuativ, e u1d en n t . roceed ""t· s. t t:U ch 

""ctivitiee in o t 10 resol··ti n e Ow 0 ~ ,C ti1.u r 

ven c id r s , 1 o t _:>on e 1t. 

Dr. e, Dr. Gold: on Stett on 

e to av fo rd l 

bJ ct n , 

r t•s • n ~te. t. 

be no o j 

no o ini 

~ is b: t ch 

1 to ,..etr: er • lse 

t o e 

.1..as 1 ion 

on g&-ve 8 ch )X'Q 8t it 

t m eti o th 

u 

Th 

,;> ce t 

l t, t - t h 

n 

n 

t t 

t t t I r t r 

1 

>r a. e1 re '" s 

fr r rt r 

to •i. e 

not 

ob 

int rv1 

tte , d f w ,e .ell 

ctio l. t . e 

1 t 

no 

cti in . 

. 
9 

r 

th 

in 

1 tro , t F t . nt, 

l tt - t, en 11 i t in r ct an iven. 

fund to 

V r 

0 

b th. 

in vi 

i vi• 

uld 

1 d 

It a 

t :. r 

r e 

• It 

•• 
on 

t, 

1 

n rt 

0 '• 



I arguod at this eting and so did ot. er,., tr~ t trort s· ul i medi tely 

be de to re ch the President d V e him t c n e hi i tion 

would be r v y istnter re d it , s m r to our use. 

Dr. • ise op o ed such t:.eti • Th Presi ent should not be rras ed ••• rther-

m re, t e res d nt as lo· VU3 '" t .e c 1untry lmost . edlate ./• II s e 

up th ~ t • er •. th Churchill. Con res · ,uld d • ourn in a d ys. be n 

assured tL t ur solution c uld n t , ev- t 

davs f is C ress. In bot..'} f t ese ~ t er , Dr. is P. :mis o • 

At this •etin >, d h re t • in I iuot fr t inutesa foll ed 

a length di cussion, a d 1t ,. 

th Preaid t t o u n •or 

• t t · eetin • 

t obtain cl ar ce rr 

There ., o}~~ion take 

In tiler rds, t r ey Co cil, upon s CJ 

e , , t 

:t,o ooxe t, .a ragolu~ion .3helvect iust becuwse t e -nt w1d tJ o President._ 

. r o c te t to t it o 

t u t. The/ anted : rsu al v nfl ence to be bro . t to b . r t 

t C e its nd. 

Dr. ise yie 1d relue tl.y ·n isted t t nl er ho 

n hou.ld c 

o carry 

• I sted .. t e d • r. o th s a.is ion 

8 C 1 utive C,"' .... LLttt..e r lt cons r ... w , u 11 rec ll, to 

nvi t., . t C tt d a et t t . r ! y ot r .o 

mi ·ht be u to e e re i ent. Dr. 1 e t n 

c t•ptuously referred to~ n tor T rt snot ve~ 1 rson to the 

Pre81:ient. It ' cle r to :-. • t Dr. , ise yieldi t . r ure ot 

opinion l t it tl re l(J"t to , no e m t tfort would e 
# 

to urge the re ident hi ind. Pr ta aoon be t•:> ulti ~ 

1nd"4. tt1e cue. 
Aa or •. ber nat, re ore, our Council eel on t o t sa (a) Dot 
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to 0 sol •1 n t·1 t rr 1 It, ( ) ersuade 

the t.;ind t ·r en 1 l t. Un ' t 

.. t in n 0 ... t r • I ct n 

ct r b.,· n fri 0 u in 

• t vu-h r ner rl to 

r C 
' lon r 

I te 1 

r ceived. It .. t S l t r 

t ti - r tt th t l nt , 

l'9tter C.a t r. w 

it l t id . t t. ~r i 8 1 

D ·e r t .. t r C ir tr r )l;t t C. I l r • 

t , D ven C n ct .. t 1 ep 

pl ce, et in 0 i our t. 

' 0 !lp r r t•1 t i. I ' r r lution 

in r., n rriv ov_ ber ~7, 1 

i t. I did no 0 V r 7 to r or th in. 

I r 0 t i cti n Cou 11 t r t r n 1 1 one 

r t i • u Co ncll 

d ti l 1,. 1 n 

rl in ctu r. I r in o C r ti r 
t e C 1 1n l ic I 0 C t n n C i i i n 0 t 

oluti • 

fvn t n t l C i r r Co t o· l ... int r.. 

V l":j C n re t to l • 
t e nv • V 

C 1 1. " 1c , 

r1nted pini n or rl tour dr re ot ;,r t 0 te. 
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The rras1 n •~ l tt r ~ Oct ber 15 .~s u c ed ·it le t~t 

,, gner t . • t t ·1e i i n cl ar for Co ures i n- l ac i . Th 

ZOA c llad edy eti t • p 1 t· n . .. .. n o utio. C 

i n f e 

m Blo 

announced, n t,1 heels 

of his Co it ter~ on th 

the ,'r .. ident • s .t nt, th t e eetin 

• aft r Co~_ra~., reeonv ne - r ve ber 15. 

. ll this ~ ro g.cmd re lectod in t e Co e s . D it r C'" v n • 

Con re tors ·r s t for ction; t ey ere e • et c lo, d od 

nd urr·c1 n ona 0 h.cv to ':I• Tel , s .. c· 11 t t ,e rs o 

en:t ~ re el tion itt IJ, ho h d bee critic, 1 or the ,. rA 1 ent' acti n 

int "'rin { . en follo , ere nt of ct!on b t. t ur 

sol t .Si 

1 · • red t 'h. r -· 

the S n. te CO!mt tee 

n r i te tl-r. c·lled 

eferr • 

lo 

r u t: r 1 lay. 

H s nt a lon • 

Celler r r 11 

th -~11.,. 

ed a 

. s ' et fr 

... r b t.1 s 

o d r 

r • 1 a 

to Dr. 1 

in 

t 

r 

V 

t .>rest 

·), 

ri 

f r 

elf 

' 

1 tin. H 

n h 

r s or e ·or 

n 

.:. re 9 

, f-... in t 

o con 

-J d no 

tt. our 

• 

- itori ls r ch 

B th .;,e tors , T· t, n r ?d th • ol g r 

1th both t. e it .. s tter or or. r C tted t 

~d t . 1r sponaorshi t e I o uti 1 u ed, r vor bl.; t · , during 

ted t ed our obll ·tion t,, th 

J lab o 1. dy on ~9.•,!.J.JZ-.._.,....,......, , ritten ' "I V l 

ret rn to rtlceed 1th 

p in tor T ft s ors ot 



e res l tion. Ile r s nted t.1e 

It .,. s hi. ho l i.J. e ~t rt r t h 

r r ;:.it s n i thd in·7 th ,ir 

'lit · ,/ 

j eeti 

.,.., .. tie res l · n la t S rin • 

s oon · s e r co 1v ned, 1e 

be an ?ressing t or : re olution , ju t as e 1 did, incl i •c- ~:1e l 6 tc t 

Y u y rec .... ll t ha. t at t : 1 VEU1ber ,1 eetin ... I tol :i ou t or ... t 
Ch§ir;nan 9£ • e ~Jenn t e Foreign 

lM4d ak,eadz taken ·\W t l mu,:t ,§r .~ ith Sen t Cona l y h.a·d nvi 

1 im to . ear fore t l "' rei;ro el tions (.;o.. ttee on t he 2' rid,, T~ 

lre ·dy i n motion. The i n l · tions Co ttee u d t c f vor bl:; 

on our :t'esolu ion one d ,i after ·., e had dec;ia,dgg to try and c ..qt;t, the ai d 9f the 

ly u t of courtesy t o en tor ,u .er, . no ent r ,,u.s. n ton, 

1 s t he t eetin .. - st. o ed t o ti f ollo ing ek , ove ber ;:, • 

C n ·ress • n Blo kne of thi c nte t>l ted e t g or +., e J.· r eiim r rs 

Co=uittee for ., n d · • , nd o 10 ed to . e .. c 2" d, t h • id 

not .. ish t e e et head of h • ~ rior t ~ c i n to •fl shi ton, 

had • lr •.}d rran :red ve nd rse: n ,s 0 1 t t ' ne 

s G verrm .,1;t oc ent t ave ont ex_ens. 

I rrived in r a.shin ton, s I ii~dic · ted, o t l f 7. • 

c uld be du t o r ~c 1 and e:x~l.L\in nin s t t l 

unhble t re ch ~en tar 

the d y rt r our ee 

re ch y u. by tele one. 

hi to aee he Chief 

· nrorm e b'f l r 

t ti ff ct: •"8c 

tr n l.y u e yo t 

d ;er uade to ive co t o 

r tele?hon r sult of c v r •t in 

l .stln ,• r rint 

er t • A t 

been 

D. i ·e n 

s n re, cou d ot 

ur e 

••• le se 

Bl .• Dr. 

i e ne er reol19d t this f nel • ori :in l r 11 ise "&8 

dis1 clln t o d 

anyt ,in could 

yt .i.in t hel ch e t l8 Presi e t' 

done, it ·1ad to bed n• qw.ckly, tort d a ot t 

ed. It 

re :t, 
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Con ress . re runnin ut, it coul b , t one fr th e in , hin ~on. 

On t V tJ t I rrived, I 

i tr eside'-.. t. T ., s~r prise, he told t .. d 

.lrel.:.dy e t h-4 e e "°Ood and r ident in ~rt a " 0 1e hi 1," s 

'l ' tit - t ret:i ber . . t i.) .. 

Blo· . ardlJ ev r ·t ~e .. I 

to h .c...r f .. i t1. re O.r. su_ch l tlo 

··th hi , sid n : 0 Oht . Tho . ~ toL i 

t t;.ll '_..~ch red n t.e 1Ti .s" t o t : to rd 

. 1 still . a th .r bs' unf v r ~le e•c r sLe 's 

t ,~to 0 ct r 15. u ~ ... uot t s .... s .1 t t .. Jrinci 1 in ' 

t rt ... ent: "On Octob r 15, th r .~ide.t } d id so you 

c nnot ;:ret that; the De ocr tic 11·· tfo . 
d ;I dee r wO n so, ' U 

t ··et '"roun· t .t.• .. e did not need r n li p t, es id. "It i 

non r tl .ir ine .. ·.nyh • 111 r 1 a · in; I h d 

:to "U t to t.• Bl .. r ed uch of t 1i in t le ho c nve.r tin .•i 

Dr. ·1se n rtern ft r sol vion ct on . r l ;, by . 

t I~o .,e • 

I ... t i 1 t 
1 r tle ru s C I re r u r n n , , 

lo ' 1 r oft. tr.. t io .. h 11 but t h bJ c ion 

D ,· r nt d "th Pre d 8 ,1 uell" 

S ) 0 n b t d f flt e n l"d ·th our 

n, I cert nl t, n t o d l _:. • id kn:) t ~ e 

ti t t 0 )0 s 0 r ~s n b ll 

oun fr u 1 wlt r le. Con lo I 

r • cti n oer in sin th t t r 0 1 ht 

t t t.1e uld ot I " d t, it • r C i n 

'111 re aitin tor en 11 ~ht. t. e ot. , it not duty 



Sent r ; re .re 1n r r it. 

I received 1 auch d iroction r t e Cow cil. It not nt·1 ihur ·y, Dec 

.~ut or1zed ting) VO,, to th·t. e Council ( t , irregul r 

e.n: en· tors : ner nd or"11 lly t c_ ion 

f r iled • ti n t..t tn r 

Dece r 9, and ·; s tin ly reverqeq b. h cti n 

ond .. min ce her ll, in i. ~in ton. , 

Blo e t e .ed • t. t .. C t 11 

sol1:tion in his 6 

be c r red t niti s • He 

his reaolv to .o .!n ln::r t ,.4 r 

. t core • · t hi re t ·ro l tter toll 

I ;. eked u . 

y m~ , f vor bl cti did e p ce i 

Co ttee on I na d , ber i9. 

o cil 

t 4J·~ee i . l v Co il on 

e 

t. 

b 

t ~e uld 

u in 

h " on 

:n rvi w in 

1 f·ir 

I r1 t r ·c na or t 1~ t d in fr d attar ur ti 

on Hav ber l. I coul . not re ch fi clu 1 . s er 

not tell e .! h , 1se and .:>hu c C t.; D • 

un· 't.J , r 26. r orted co tin • .. e . X b 

le h .. e t, n. t en • 
}0 n to 

tett n • • d i hi coi 

rr previously. . n I tin 11:, did t to e t 

in n t , h cert.ainl 0 rt in t 

hi.a tor (1'f l obj ct ns. ut e .e rt. le d o into t 

eat r n te 0 i tion Co t e t n t 0 :)re "' for 

hi eolu.ti • 

It D u eated. t t I thou .ve • ked :t C ♦ to rer cti V 

'l'his was certain& mission nor mandate in ten.l tJ r t.o a 

• 

ber a, 
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hether I c uld ?9rs de th 8t te De r ent he Pr Sid t to i.,, -:dr th.ir 

obJeetiona to the ~ ge oft· e resol•tion. F· iling . t, tho Council ould 

t ~en 
, 
. ve to dec1 e hat t do,. since t e lr r ort £ t·. ... r • ·ant's s roval 

i <i 0 close the tter star a~ the Council concerned. I a n t y t •. 

t e op rtunit, t cont ct e .,_ rte t> te D ··r nt or ho ?r id nt. I . 

not to s,. ~ r. Stettinius until D c r 4. Until I } l tl chanc to , rs de 

the. f led, I c uld not o, nor did tho c -uncil o li<w>ate o o, t tl 

embers r t! e ..>en te For ign li~l tion.s Co .ti ttee 'e1 l:ld t ...,·1e to oat· one ction 

on our ?ale t ne solu ion r l • ch t e J ; o ~ ric~ l ad 

ere not Jt ess;y:.g for t ' i res tion. T e pre ure c: e 

fr011 t · e Se · te Co t te 1 t e r · ch ~ s mu :nt r st int tin 

f es luti t l· ·•t i ( ) 
1 r ucce sive occa i ns ✓ consi er it ~nsi t 

tie • 

before 1 t n; · de by the ecr ·tlir~t or citt..te .a 

by t 1e .lsdmini tr·1. ion inti. Bven ·.n t1 

as u re t o , _ l "r 1st t µre sure fro the St te 

ft 'en te C tte i 1n 

t 

r nee 

>r ·ht 

. reui at, 

'r bi in hich 

the st ted th v 'ey ould h v voted f r t L. resol tion • •re it t r r t · ia 

insisten e or tie ~t te De . ent ·n ►1e r sident • 

On th t y, ·ovec r 6, r. 1 p on er•s seer· ry 

Th 

oo,tpone 

u . ill r 

thr e hich h bee _ pointed 

nd - not, to ge ve tore 

rs l tions. 

ner to h hia re ol ti 

at cro 

by t, • Council, ur 1n t .e •n tor t 
hill to wi w h o J t1cm to t.. e 

ur resoi.uuons . it tee. 

• T. 

0 • 

ch 
e o t, 

rs 

1 ion f e C 

he Pr 

for th 

. cl r li 

p 

eol.ution. 

• t ur 

n,·ic t 

tt. 
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the ..-1ctim ot . o op )08 •1 ... orces pu lin~ h in different irection . H s 

telephoned a score of tim e b i>e t>l 1n Ne·;· or' all in .e f the 

rgency Council or of Zionists. He ffled d con • e end 

cwae ctuu.lly ick • nd took to his ed. I aa i nr o ed ut • t t ,e fin l 

meetin or the Fore1 t moon, Decem r 11, 

hen o r reaoluti n a fin lly h.el ed., , • •• rdly t tered firt e ords. Thi 

s unli'.'.te t l e rlier eeti ~s 1 n he s )O e u v gorousl f r .i res lu ... i n nd 

OUJ1Ced tu t l. uld )ress f r : u resolut1 n ; n if 8 re , i t: nt 

cue out 1n ubllc decl r ~tion g • st it. 

On :e nes y morning, ·ove 9, t den te Fore l · i ns Co ittee 

et t -:> cons er ur re olu 1 n. This • , e et b en • stponed rr 

t . ee befo e b cnuse er•s 

d een invited to ttend . e Ut f C 

res 1 ti e tr . pl in of t he r t O • 

f e reaol 1 - ho d w t as intr ced , • ction 

n it in t l e 1 prin , bsc e or t .1 ntervention r + , r De 

obJecti u had n 

pre 1 ent1 1 

been re oved, fin lly bo t.h politici l 

1 endoi·sed t J tj ·ish Co on e t h . U 
' 

0 

· s,. s or f the 

he 1 tor; 

n ef rred 

nt, h 

ti 

b se 

oth 

t 

one r the 

tes 

, h X?lained in det il ov er.t 'D Ood 

• he J " ,I on ec.lth, and rad e ffici 1 s i.J ued . • t e J ·ish 

enc r on h 8 J ct. H 1 0 6 ted t r· t t : e rd "lt t • 1 to 

miaun r .... din I d uen tor denburg t ~ n g ted • t t , ord.8 " 0 on 

r ctl bl • - . e ido.tic ord ed b • t h re -dent in St' te t on 

October 15, ahould be substitu ed. 

Durin t rlendly d. scu 1 n hi 1 ensu ,- Se utor 0 11 c vor to 

ea ' blish De r a.rt h obj ction to • cti n t t . 8 • 

e or t Orll re sed r t indi i na e t DJ rt nt 
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object in vi r t. record of Pre ide I o 

~o e of the $en· t rs i i ted ti •t t J t De .. ) rt•,. 1 t 

for t :1e Pr si e t ~ t t· President a.s s bJ ctin_; •. 

.JiDU lar t t e Oll ~........... t ey re ubJ ech,ed to lu t S rin -

vi 

t · 

n 

oT 

ing 

s 

rest r~ed fr ctin .,. u n the le ti c s l i on vo l.,, c us t lit ry 

c n ider ti~~, nd os t i ult eously , the r sid n t • it:.self . • ·d 

s~- t ent t :J t ' Zio1 .. ists h • ch c , l •,}tel; .:.. nored t\ d. iter..,. 

bllc 

ref ed 

o be victimized ecot d ti e. It the State De ru.e t i· d v llo 1'"c sons 

for • tin ction er rred, Secre r / of ..,t, t Stettinius s!loulr co in on 

afore the Co ttee •nd cce Jt fnll ub ic ros on 1bil • t . He 1ould te l • e 

t ·~ resolutio . ould b defer ed • e Co . ttee t fir t VO to 

d 1 .. th t resolution ediu ""., ly. ub n t·, ... res 

contin ed inist ce, in r · er t· tit · ould not -~r di c:;ur u ,:.> tute 

De rt nt, VO ed 11-5 to el y cti n ,.. r 1th the der 

1 

.:.>t t r in r n, and ls ··1th 1 t C tor, or er 

to en vor t ~ th sr Si' e t ' t ob fr, i clarific inn of 

re orted o _,o lti n. t the C ttee r...d.J.J rn d, th o >ini n 

n t or t , e 

On r 1, 

conf re ce r r 1 lf nd 

ot to r r re • Co 

bv t i re rted 

P. • Dece r 4. n e 

ld d btodly rov ut t ' eotin of 

ber 6. 

er lled rt.":'1 1 t o n e r 

• 

rug .. ni 

Thia c: 1 er nc 

r C iv f 

o t o t 

t 

.:>te t tniua 

r 1 nt 

l' ,~o 

er • l o decided. to pers 1 1 ett rt t r 

~ ta Co itt •• 

t. i: 1 • l ter 

eton ·t 

till not • er 

, Dece b i. Thi e r rat ct c n ct, l o h 

1 on , t t~ re ident, b any ri d or tl resol tion. 

r 



Th.is : s th te of r irs .. I arrived Pitt b rgn t · r.:d tl e 

aric • Je ish Conference, on t urd evening , 

fire, .end! • · ord fr tetti iua Wl ro 1~ fr · t ' e rew ~ nt to 

uenu .. or w• ' n · r• S l tt. r. Sen t r hi"m8l" id ~e itin 

det 

Ea.ppoint ent ~ th 

ed ,.. o ti.Ct nd ad de StettiD.iu.s -Olxl • no • The Sen ·· te Co ·"1ttee 

ita determi.n.&.ti n v •r y cl ... ·•.r. T e Co,mtt e 

bJ e. The H se F orelgn Affairs Comm! t tee 

r.ot ,, ing res d r pr ~dad 

alre:..d • cted fli orably. Ita 

fiction h d been ·r.nly iled bi t. Jawi µre , b · t J . i h i)Ub ic 

b., m.o t of t ... l ers oft. e -ioni t . irties. .. 

It t, ti upon my arrlv .... l itt h, v +u vn , to 

call t , t. the mambera of the Iuter tteo, ' ich . o ,.ad 

·reed ' 8 OD.Sult our .. rr ir ~ et. t 8 # . 
C Co ell • r 

t 1 , e t co-c' irmen the vO ·-- ell arid t re f 

icy. T ~ 1! disc e d on V riv . 1 l u ld "'ein 

~ d d r1 t d ~ C 11 meetin ,.,f t e i xcc ti 0 it 1 Di t 

Orpnisa on of erica t dis cu not nly th reaol be opt 

b t.. 1 se Co :t tee b-..1 t eve thin 1 c lse conn c ed ... th t l .e 

th tt r or t gr en ·ht, • , 1 D • .-;11v r l d con ve ""' c ion 

0 Council, tc. tc. Dr. Goldstein • e t Int riJa 

-

Co e nor Co oil had et i cu ed .e 

or e Council~ :ho u closest t t he lOl•~ • i11· .... t1on, 

cuti e 

no in the 

cit~· t 1 e his co t t inf or ti n o t . ubject v ill to 

ov lo th r ct 1 t, t t re a t.J be a re ort b e, 1 t • ou first v to 

be 1 en t the r enc Council. 

th lla of t 

or r a, tr • t ~ o nr r, t1o i into tiOD, well 

r aolu.tl p roY b t ComaJ.ttee. 1 C 

1 nda 

critici • or th 

r n4 ' 
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Zi nist ur:m... Dr. G 1d tein intended t.o s rv bJ c· Uin~ uc et11 · , uch 

t e nd • ce .:. r reds -)f de e t , on-Zi nists, re 

tl i red nat.r r Zionist C ve! ti . t ror t r e ric n J • sh eec,and 

here n thin. but i c:1ief co re&llt ty nd ill-c .a ered 

t . I difficult t 

t he i µre::;si~n t • t t . is 

pas ed by t. ., n.,use ttee t pr d 

resolu on ne, n ..... t di t, r lJ ..; ible, Dr. ilv r .... s 

n been s clo l · id .t • .fied , i t :~e res l ti : . ihe : ind... r o o tn 

deleg te-> ·ere by t!1 • JU le pro 1 t 

j ri t ·· c. · eel ed t esolu in evid c b the 

ich it rec iv hen t 

dre ... s, nnd by elf in addre s 

.. .... t 1ce, b~ 

j' ni 1t. 

in 

re ol·t1on s ssed by the H s if cours • exc le o e. 

Yn i l • :re 8 l t e C.urc: ill t 

resolv o ooe.n e do f ?ul .> t ne f r t • fr e e 

t~e full o;Jortu:n t · for c l nlzutio s t ·~ t t .. e J ·, pl 

r con .. t t ~a ? l tin r d r e ver t1c co• one lt, 

... e orld over uld celebr·te t .. us 01 · :t • 

Dr. 1 '18 ·~e elephon d r. Bl o n t· . tion 

tol hi n e ov r t lep .o. t ,l t . . rs .. , 
indeed i ·a. ,T >r side .. t r f • zr·c lo ' io , 

·ell ... . Li .. e J i h enc - B res l i in lie • 

t tement, ' Je 1 es elc ed t rtily. 

It in such a.n utomo hr t l • elf" n I rrived he 

.,1111 J; enn on t rd • Di ~ht. I .felt t • t r ·ir bu81nes , 

deli te c fid nti l good de l of it , t etin 

Convention could on c t.ribute t or• d c n.tu ion. I 

8 

nt 

s so 

the 

I 

, 
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to re t 1 1 te .. t the Inter Co "tt e, I ed .r. f .. >iro t 1n i .,e 

C 0 ni :.ht. 

• Jhapir re orted ,is . a toot red, Dr. G 1d .nn • not 

ir t o c l 

ming. • J o..,e;;>h invited i, the , oet g a e b r of t : e J is 

I invited .r. 

m.yselt, tot to 

r. Llps·y 

n bee use e htid beon ·)ointed, to et er ·ith Dr. ,1 t:.nd 

influenc to be·r ~ the Pre ider t c.Jn e ht 

e-e esent fort 

revi s r told ·r . .. iro tl t he t th tin , di no or.: , nd 

Dr. Gold n final ate. ed ref ed to co e beca. s h nted 

ti . of tl e El r..., c~ Co ci.i.. I r ~ rd.eel t nt rebu r and an 
himself 

unre· so ·~ble ,titude f r ne t a~s r • Dr. i e / d been l· r ins., 

in • rrlng o t t 

ti. In teri Co 

e t . ereb'J, bet 

ou 1d con ider ur e t 

.eti s o , .. ncy Co ncil, 

r s r C , nc 1. I felt • 

\a mi. ·;ht . • c to • r p ~t, d tollo in • t, • 
a me tin£ 
re ,u sied/or e E,.,.,.ecutive. I c uld then . L"'1d c ted. o h" .. fl 

such etin t rt1cular ti n.d ?l ce u ir hle. I t 

ber f th ttee t e asent l f,cvs. I told th o h - ~ing 

n r I e e to e th ot tt nu t n xt • I told i of •he ch . 

l tter t • ner ent tot Pre ident d t t e r lt1 for n 

ns er. l tol 

deter 1n 

ild rumor 

r eent s 

th t th 

b the 

in t. 

lon 

cy Co ell 

.ction .~ 

int en te C 

ttitude o w n t 

r 

re ong t e onr ren • el• te • 

r the er er:cy CoWlc l. In t c t. 

ho the ere 

som of the 

those 

ove rl-tt t r d 1 Presi ent - l o h 

en 1-c o itive in th P. 
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Althoug I did not see t isd r cu Un tl 1 . e tin the 

E r ency Council 1n l e w tt1n ... f th t ric• n Je ish Cont r c nd in the 

atmosph re ere ted b t e ZO tin c· led b:· Dr. ol n ·n - .re 

bo u 1 "ti, te d fferenco or opini · . on ~~t core - I evert eles nted 

t~ inf rci t e leaders or 11 the arties of~ .' t tr s>·r1n. 

during ti ... ·y. , I Uy .:. th a o"" t.. e le ders r the ZO , P 

n th 1 zroehi. I bad nvi ted rs. ,;,tein ancl : r • ·1 l )rin o 

Hadass to et i th e. 

Council. • 

• E.>s ein efused. ..e n 

did not co • 

etin o tn 

gly, 

Dr. ise tne called gn qthori;ed meeting o the Council for., .d•y 

eve ng. con tit •tion cle rly o de th t no s_>ec-t 1 t • of e 

C ell c lied r. thout hr d ys notice. T . e -· l ys o nd 

erge cy 

ufficient re sons for s c c 

~a~ st 1reciritous ctio d 

etin •s .en part f t he e 

titJtion l ?rovis ons, f . r t e rotect n or , iz tion 

in ~ t o rush 

In ver r hi""h-

lso int o ·r- a- C 11 "'Uick 

n ti on are una 1 t o t tend, 

l ir ugh C rtein ich "' • ,.,j' rt l.;..rl , . r. 

eel '!', nn r, d 

0 

in t ... r s • , Dr. ds oc d d 

t call such eetin ._I, of cou.r e, o t nd 1.t. Tn etin~, I 

suspected, sult in n thin exce. t a r .. ues t I et ith t ~ d o the 

our ~ti s t:, c .sider ":.t houlc! do e in c e ne res· e t 1 t~ in 

his o.& osi ti n. I a ould ve been ha to eet ith t J1 Iii.els rti 

even _ _."',_ uld. n ve c r ori ed 

Counci 1 eti > ich no leg 1 s •• r in y :, , b t I le v r or 

shin ton t var;, e918ll1n adiut ly after rep rt to the ric e iah 

Co, fer C • OU ill rec 1, I bed rr tr O in. 

I rr1 ved in ·• s~ 1 ton ond ornin red elt tor our • nt e 

th tt1n1ua. is a t be l8 declaiv int rvle • This a fir t 

p raonal intenin hich any ot .w tt.1 h·· t Stett1DJ. th1 ubJect 



since our eetin' on ove ber 9, n arl 

in o ::>osin > t .... :re olution, hut h , cti n ou 

lo . 1 b unc er 

int r:Jr t , t t 

d wo1 torso 11d ubl, r • , 
gn r re 

~e ill 

t as ve s nt to hi elf in uch 

she 

t lea.rs 

• t o -h St ,.,tinius t t 

t :. a tir 

res l ion ic i. 

. o s ·: ich bud bee 

be h 

·ner • n 

U I 

F 

DO 

'I TI 

i 

l r 

) 

YT GIV 

C ITTEE • UL 

C IDE! C • I Tf! .;. 

ESSI 

. ' 

-. 

• 

ri 

, ctio - t!tl ore es ci ly, 

Si t t re e ire Zi n!. t 

01· ly unit in 

in 1 f r V 

11 t t l d 

t.. r i nt ina1 tad 

ti 

eco 

C uld 

ed to 

in1 1 o fie to 

Dr. 'is w·· out 0 1 tor 

e t t e Co cil: •Ir VL., y 

I .. 

UC OLD 

IF H .,V u ILL 

IV I S~OCI 

; r1 ITT 

0 Il.I 

T CO ITT T 

I~ OR Y U r.o· . ILL 

I ·c T LE UT ULT 'U' T.W .IT. B.• 

• 
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Thia, ot cours, . ~ t e co 1 t r,1ve 

t e J a or erica ould uickl.y reconcil 

Thi tol the e ident t . t 

elves t t h Pr si~ 

th t Dr. i , Ch~ r.. 
him. 

titude 
if he ~r isted in o~ osin tie resoluti na, 

eric n Zi nist " r ency Council, could c unted on t o defend✓ vo si red 
t 

in retro ?ect, t cle· r t. h t Dr. i 1JSe 1 , te r; a led t1 f te of t e alestine 

Resol·tion ... urdless or . t e 1 

ck . s bro 

e C uld. 

.'e roe . ) ed., or 

h nor 

on , 0 1 r Ce;:,.9C •• s • ur 

e ut our e· ely 

e, nd e p 0 1 ent ,as 

on tt, Jot • th his o· co .Jti tuo cy. T 's ositi n 

ur ent t • nd. I traced 
t. ah o_ th . l st ten onths. I re to te tiniue he Pr . inent 's 1 tter 

f ct r 15, r .ich e t rd, ut ic1 n , r r • H for 
copy 1. t. I e ct..1 1 i ~ s er r t b sur t in cop it 

. P rhaps t . Pr i nt, e tho ht, i not ea re r it 
inc t :e el ctio. i visers m .. not l , v r r is h 

' I reseted. it, h s n 0 1 --.h to , s r blc. H cul i . ediately 
c unic to • t tb r si nt. But I r # red t· • t our c se ,. •• lo t. I t en 

V orn , on to Stet t niu , t · 

0 er. Onl 

o, 

or 

h 

ce r 5, 

na edne s, reve 

e CU tn 

It Dr. ise' 

in the 

tin 

• h 11 a in a 

1 

unit front 

t c Presid nt . D. 

v rJ eve o our critic_ 

our ivisi confu ion 

nt t roceed un rt 

hich co tribut 

't tos. Bu Dr. 

l ot r t .. clu 

nt • 

ic t Pre 1 t . nt 

rt £ lli nis 

kt r th 1 ic 

I h u horiz t on 

1th vt + iniu, e os our 

c un el, oun~ to 

on t 11n dci h cided on. 

rely t " t e e t or our r solution 

1 I r r ilit or 

1 U 0 r ic t 1 r· , 



-
te tini told • .. nd t to t h 

Pr i dent ore se ic.~ he • c cteri ed sun ssur 

t 

h nt • ny repre ntr ,i e. 

0 ttee 1"1et I 

•• .end· y, D ce r , id 

e· r. rr t , re any t ·t i n ines t t I • rr 
t et.u h o d ords. 

.. 1 tins , 
C it e s d ·' 

.. eciure o 1 S 0 • It not t rifled 

,1 h int tt r. .1 0 rec led t f llo t . oft e 

C ttee n 0 r 23, V r y Ror i m. 1 ti C 

ece" ved t l r· s r l t r Q ) a , ~e 1 d ,e 

4 1 ' ·i • n y fr t e ric J ~ ce, c.11 in i 4 

. n .... ur v r bl ct1 n n t 1e r l tin. Th tel r .- 0 r. l r ~ l 

1, te n, s t 0 D ce r 5 (;,l se te t ) 0 n . it h t nta 

dootion 

b,y t h c~rclud ur C ' ction uld 

e ;,l r ci ... t 1 re l dcr ' 
i .n • :>i ion 

both tr • This Dr • G 1 tein l ed t h press • • 

ct. d- f u s C s, t 

or 11 t ' t in ~ nit s 

l def r c 1 nl r 

d 1n bur. on wund , C r I . 

l olun cts t · Ziorwt • r up . 

Cl rly lt C nc to ct r l'dl s 

0 t . 
ff 1r res c ive vie rll r. ol 

ot • lt i l cc rd.in B se 1 

t. t t vr ber t t.he Fore l 1 t,tee, t n 
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ct·. • lly ·.ent far beyond ythin th t I hw:i done, or / c n ets 11 te to 

• I , of , urse, n t re>ro ct 1c the ~or ction on ~ o 

ing t he ~e · t rs to ct. ._ cl ur d cl ion 

inst takin r uch steps and if t ~t decl ion ,. 8 b d uru::.lt r bl, t : en 

cle ·rl • t ho e :din o uch te.a.e r s b . the ? id t o 11 

either " viol tion o tl e decisions :r c; rev, r c1l. I n t l· 

do hi best in · l c tad Zionist ho . s been tr:, ing t 

situ.tion; t i~Ts!e t et t t . e dit g o t hese tel r s i ~ ads or 

rat fie· ion on t1 e roupa after consult· ti n . 1 tl ti eir .......... ,..,,ci t s c n ti tut 

t eir part or t osition I took ad t.e cour3e I .· s f oll .n . Tl leg~ 

olution had re • t~ r or rec rd. is no ,ti ound t. If t 

s .ed. 11 of us w uld hured t ie er it or t c.c V .e t. 0 t.'.• t it 

. s bee ; rJ eferr J 'e s t Jti is <f c ur d ferent. 

t 18 etin t .te C itt wt t·n1 ... 

111 t ) th 

e 0 rc: ng ·ue tion record rt • l tf 

or th,., r esid n ·,.1ich dt tinii.;.s c uld ,.ot n er. 

the re id t • o,. sad to t ·, .ea :.ire • .le h of 

of the - tter -

te ould ct in d· 

ct1 n. -rr rts 

6en·tor . r l 

di clo e it, 

e 11 pl ··0 r •• 1 ... 

In lt? ant· 

en t 1n tl tex 

r ce1v fr h Pre id nt, u..i Sen t r 

""ena.tor Clar 

o s very 

B d th 

l 

0 rt! 1 

n r l 1 ti e. 

s ed Co. r soi ~ 

la et r nich 

r r r to 

r· t h id nt 1 

t 

October 15 s te nt. • • t ccurred 1 ~ t . 1 suaa.nc or t . t \., t 

h s cl r ,. c' un ed t e 't t1on1• he ked. . r. tettini it out n7 

8 t.i.st C r:J aw r. ~ •tor ollette, or tac 1n, e t ent 0 C in. 

H rec· ll h · t, la. t ;..,rin • , t 8 t.e • rohi 1ted r ctin ot 

mi.lit y obj otiona or the De ant, s laittad t. bG er ra..U, • 
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Chier of~ rr, but •t d a later, the Presider.t issu d "' t . e t t Dr. 

Silver Dr. e Wld L.e ~lde us loo 11 t. o • e7s. • er, ·,· o 

en --. ..... ~red or eve l ys b-J e· or • te le hone c ll in r rt have 

t t he' C ·ttee v e. T C it • him ruck- t r c,., stood t . • . le i 1 ted 

bout t o vote • ~1en one n tor, 0 11 'J; sture, .. ed. .. t the 

Commit el its vote r r t o days, until iday rnin0 , Dec r 8, to iv 

e resi ent one or o; 

re s ns r r re ~u stin 

i ty ? SU it n ri t , bl·c, 

hould ot v te n t ho reso tions . 

It " s on 

Committee d 

re urdless 

Ot r tor ade s 1 

It s rett~ 

s l o cl t t t l ; ch 

• id.in t • t t e Co tt.ee ad· ourned. But 

-~~-• ~r, in t .1e )res ec or t tini , 

s t t., it ny, •• uld insist 

t nts . 

is e no ubl ic 

public ->uld 

to refr in fr t • Tl 5• te D rtm nt d r. Conn lly, 

t . e 

t 

t t. It 

lso 

t · e Presi l t th n thou ·1ht the elves t anot. er y to chiev heir d - the 

one l&. t yo n t o th , an · th t 

tru,ir resoluti<m un ,er or1;1sure tram t e President, 
Te i ni ta ere ass t rol r c 11' re.. ioni 

on r•s l tionl ot in t uch 1th Dr. • a, r bly o 

ly rly 

Sen tor 

t .. 

y o in, for by ... ur:Jd y no 

t • t hi recsol ion uld 1ot ass t! e C ............. 

' ioni ts r 'I r ould , h rd r • On t 

t def , t . 1r 

or 

r ing 

1 

d Y, t tiniu:J tel on en tor . r ed h y 

le rd r Dr. ise t iats ir or t 1 r solu 1 n. 

I o no t i iso. Dr 1 idn1t 9 pri 

e or it. Dr • . ise r t r\Zlnin of the Council's t ir, 1 n ring 

ti tact tlw till t • C of t ~ ecuti , t t I d nit er otr red. 

1 " ,nrh it. r u steel, t t lon • I C i , 



I was t 1 st n o the res. nsi le 1; 0 .... 1t ..:. c l h d or t .., AW r nc C cil. 

As soon s t h re u .at s made of Dr. i , h lo n 

1th it. ••1 

me tins, 

t • o.led~e, r consent, 

temoo , l t 

eeticls 1.lleg lly c nvo ed in viol i n r t )1e 

.;uin cQlled 

n Thur 

l 

i ... •. C 

- b tn 

ro sions. t 

these ti s .... t -. s voted t o send a r!elea i to ·tashin•rton o E, rr or 

deferment of . r solutio • 

rri ed in . s t tt e 

instructed t ::> see me before t . ~ ,ent t .J t ~-. .;,1tol t o 8 I long 

it' • ·othin ·- s done until t:e~ h d en t .o • 

t . irty o• cloc· 

.,.. in 1.1rgin 

t~ e ornin 7 , Dr. iwe • 

to a ford fe et • 

• re !.d tele on d n . t r : 

I tried t • '..e 1 t clea.r t t · e co 

colo w' l ·, tr le ltmder f h y ou.ld o 

tee ... • t i 

.. ,. r 

not p res. ons ble r r es 

fr it. ·e houl, not se e 

Je a Zi niats t 1 Jit ble 

t e res lut ion. The ~e te 

• ht f 

bl role of c 

to re u st the elvin of resoluti n ich e ~ 

on the r Cun p ople eric Con 1r . It • 

res.,:,on 

to 

to s f r defer nt. Ir t .,e t u: t it n 

ic t • St tiniws • 1r h i t t Pre 

res onsible or pr sing r olution, t t th matter 

o r d • 

I told t. ea, x·urt! or, t t en te Comm.it te 

The re sol tion 1 s not our pri te ·ro rty. y t. r 

ul be c · ittin 

butt.. do • 

1,4 

. - r 

r in 

Ci 

. ar n urgin 

ut nr our 

ry, it 13 • cie . 

t t r ot 

• J .. ... en o tot 

to ct. 

e inter ated nit, a ell 

t i eir con titu ncie to do 

t1 ·e tors e elna ho be n ur ed b 

t t e re rd as ti 

Aa fun r 1ndi t1011 ot O r 

e Pr id t•a po 1t10D d t t • 

ire to d 

t.1 no to c 

act. 

• could to et 

0 0 

y 
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t sh lTe t solu"ti a or . 
V. t in t re nt 

Congress • rt r t 1e ct • ct 
r er C i .. , st t s C L 
a e e 0 r c. :th 'te t niu uae 1th ita ol tion inc 1 Co ~t e ... ad lre . 

0 1 .. 
e t -- en erta de vi 

i vi rte r ident• on, t d fr 

lt r, ti , 

solu 1 , 

Se e 

I 

T e C 

io 

t . 

t 

cti 

io h 

Frei 

er ndin 

ttee ich t 

nap oin ent 

d it, th t 

no yet 

, ion 

t t ul not c 

on. 

Council etin 

i t inius 

cl r t 
e not r 1n r C t 

C ltt 

fr t' 
t ttini t s t 

in no oai ion to 
• • r t ro ed 

C tt e c e rn , 

tel phone Co 

lr to tr t h r 

Co itt 

t s 

on t . e 

re e c 

• OU 

8ti 

cla, 

0 t t 

d. t or 

did buair. • Conn ll 

C t Gr • be 

i ted to 

I 

t 

t 

d 

B 

t t t 

c' 

" lan 

t 

i 

n 

t ., 

out ' 1 

••s ion 

ti ctoril. Ot er 
C 

l r C ttee 
doors, re tu r o t • 1 nista 
Je at el 8 i4n 1t 0 t t.ey ted 

a y r t,o 
• 

C n 

r 

0 t t 

floor of e 

und 

J1 

t.o ht ell 88 

e it lt. 

, 1 

h 

n r C 1 

no t t 

e 

Dr. 
' h 

, t 0 t 

t 

OU d 

T e 

urin r n ly 

ei houra 

t 
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arter th s e ZionJs, le··ders • d nt ttec t er s •ing c in on h 

res luti· nl 

to ?rop f'! ls ..,,nd counter-aro osti.ls and .. ~lt-h arted u . estions b .. our Co ttee 

for ro in0 and not drop?ing t e ·hole matter, ·hile in th ~dJ ini 

of the United 't tes er itin im ti .Uy to ~ct nor reso uti • 

tors 

v nator 

• re "' anding by hil.e your re res ntr... ti ves re in t h n xt r • yin in so e 

c ::>nfused er t ~reve t AC! not to • rev nt 1.c ion on t . rosoluti,on. Your 

co it e • ct : Uy vi ted b ,. Connally t..) co e int th eetin ,, of t .;)en t 

Co ittee d to tell t 

they did not cce t t 

• ~ t t .ey hlJ.d told hi • n l,J • t r 

invi tin. 

F rt tely 

The ·enate Co itte flu Uy ot do· t J h 1 in a of c· . ideri our 

resoluti n. Stettinius .ho 

t, r e tcd .... 

ex~ac ed d.d ot "' -- • 

rom t e rrea nt. In t 

1tner id 

t. ent 

ch s fin<-411 i u. b . t.1 .;; .... t D t1' rt .nt t. e b,.., sul:ai tted, t • 

ollo· in ·o y, ·~tin3 th t the t te D . • rtmo .t ragu.rded uction on o r re lutlons 

s undesir ble c· use r th int rn'"' r, 1 itu ti n. This • d no i re ion on 

e C ttee. uen tar Conn-lly :-,ro.,>oaed thut t ,e res l ... 1on b bled. This 

s defeated 11-8 - t second time t ...... t the C ittee voted r or bl" to • 

t th olnt, d r re 'en tor r could ov~ for d:rec ote n his 

resolution, .:>enator V td enber ro ooed ub titut . This ub tit te l 1 ted. 

referenc th • 0 •J ieh• 1n t e hr e "Je ish ) opl n d 

c-..uae r 1 h• .. del t c nf sion~ , ich t :ren l C 

e o t . in ensive .ich 

Leesing en 1d nd 1 

on ~ove ber · g, 

up d d on the S n t ra in t 1 interlm, llnd C&U e 

divided 1n their Ut>port or the , n r-T rt Reaol ion, o ,,rt 

concl ion ta•• t red-do • resoluti • ht bet. e 81 t 

t th 

a out. tor 

1th.• 



everybody. ev - l e11 tors 

do th 11 e ,i th , itch 

borne ·n 

end ent 1 

nd th t ? to this 

0 

-·4-

var t · h Y· denber, s~ 
8th 

ting of Dece ber/ther ee 

0 

• It 

0 1k ..L 

or t 9 Ju-tifl s !"l ~ t! e ~ en t s .. 
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meeting as I had been away from nzy" pulpit for two successive Sundays and 

mu.st, out of deference to rcy own duties at the Temple, occupy my pulpit 
i--s 

·" ~hi.s.i week-end. Perhaps Mr. Lourie did not fully understand me, but this 

w.as taken to mean that I had consented to a special meeting of the plenum 

of the Council. Why m:, consent was necessary in the first place, I <X>uld 

not understand, since ~etings had been called by Dr. Wise during the 

week not only without my consent, but in opposition to rrr:, clearly expres~ed 

wishes. In any event, I pAssed on through Mr. Lourie the request that no 

\J-.J'·~) A j 

action should be taken since we wt ~~ meet on Monday in Washington and I~ 
,, 

~ then hav e the opportunity to participate int~ deliberations. 

A meeting was accordingly held on Saturday night which I understand 

lasted to the wee hours of the morning. Attempts, I understand were made, 

" to put through resolutions to repudiate me ~ my action Actually no 

action was taken. 

On Monday morning» the hocutive of the Zionist Emergency Council root' i,. 

·1a t 

meet.ing of the E rgen· y C • cil' ·o 1: ove mb 21 t. At this meeting I gave 
....,~ . - .• ,., 

a tentative report. I Apersua.d the-v,:-....~· not to l 

' 
objection to the passage of our resolution. I need not now re-state the 

rea sons which I gavev The Executive Committee agreed and, in so doing, 

reversed the decision taken at the unnuthorizod meetin~ of the Council, 
' ... f 

~--»--- - ~r . .. .. ' (; ~ ... .,/ ,.,.., .r ., xv-, ..... ~•v., ~ 11 ,,., •• 
December 7th., In~tead~ our Executiv NQO~."LAA to req est ~tettinius 

(an appointment with him had previously been made by Dr. Wise) to issue 

a statement (a) thnt his appearance before the Senate Foreign Affairs 

Comnittee in opposition to our resolution is in no wise to be construed 

as 1ndicnt1ng that the State Department is not in accord with the line 

of clear policy laid down by the President on October 15th, and (b) 

iaa• tex~ le Aot befor~ me) that if we a&reed to the 
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deferrment of our resolution the Stnte Department would raise no ob

j 8ctions to it w en it wo~d be re-introduced in the ~ext Congress. 
~ .. -tl ' ~ .. ·-- .... ,· 't_ ~ v.,v~_...,-r.t·· .. 

I /\~n~- op o-sec:-the second part 1and ~~-wan inal ly agreed to 

eliminate 1 t. It was then suggested that I accompany Dr. Wise to the 

interview ,with ~tettin1 ~ { l)r , Gold8t ~in and . Mr. Shu-l,~n Jo1.ned t h,
1 

• _J,,., 

9 v1\ •• ~ .... (_ -·✓- ~:/'- ·•~',A .. 'l /. ~ \1--1.. \l'vt )A Vul · 1 tl. "'- ,\, , . 'r, :- I) 

deleg,9.tion.A Mr. Stettinius thought favorably of the suggested state- / ·~ •\ 
\ / t, /. ,J.. 

• if 

ment and said that he would take it up with the President. Dr. 'i/iae IL>--1 ,,~ '\. 
I l~•.~-\c {.. ~ • t 

said that he would send him a corrected draft of the suggeE;ted statement. ,.._ r 1 
?;;.JI,')-, f / 

I , , 
I I • ; \ , • 

It was now an hour or two before the scheduled meeting of tb.e Senate 1 t~: -·· 
' i~ 

Foreign Relations Committeee The Committee met at 2:30. The version ~ee~ 

a.n by Wagner and Vandenberg was presented, and while the committee waa 

discussing it~ Mr. Stettinius made a second appearance before it. He 

brought a personal plea from the President not to act on the resolution. 

He read, too, a telegram which had been sent to the President on November 

19th, from a group of Moslem societies in Cairo. A copy of this telegram 

Mr. Stettinius~ at the request of the President, forwarded to Dr5 Wise and 

to me on December 13th. It had evidently made a great impres~ion on tbe 

President, for echoes of it are found in his letter to Sena.tor Wagner. 

The telegram reads as follCMs: 

11 To the President of the United States 

Franklin Dv Roosevelt~ 

The White House 

Washington. 

1. The Arabs~ who are anxious to maintain cordial relations with 

\ America, do not wish to attach great importance to certain declaratiims 

regarding Palestine which were made during the recent political campaign, 

for the7 realize, on tbe one hand, that these declarations were made in 
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Mr. Stettinius made a second appearance before it. He brought a orson~l plea 

from the President not to act on the resolution. He read, too, a telegr· .m i·hich 

had been sent to the President on November 19, from a. 2,roup of ·.oslem societies 

in · Cairo. A copy of this telegram tr. Stettinius, at the re uest of the President, 

forwarded to Dr. ¥ise and to me on December 15. It had evidently made a. great 

impression on t he President, for echoes of it are foun in his letter to Senator 

t:agner. 

The telegram reads as follows: 

"To the President of the United St~tes 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

The TI'hi.te House 

ia.shington. 

1. The A1--abs, who are anxious to ~int~in cordi&l relations ith erica, 

do not ·dsh to attach great importance to certain d c rations re ~rding Pal stine 

which ere made during the recent politic .. l c~paign , for 1.-he v re~li r.e, on the 

one h&.nd, thr.. t these declarations were made in abnormal circumsteJlces, and they 

consi er on the other hand, that the decl~rations contradict the spirit of justice 

s onsored by you alld by the 1 ble mericc..n N tion, ands. e prejudicial to the CL..i:Se 

of peace for hich America is fighting. Moreover, they are co lt rary to the right 

or Arabs to live freely in their own cwntry . 

•The Araerican political campaian is now aver~ hnd rabs ex~ect you, 

'r •. ?resident, to dispel their f ears, res ore their faith in American justice, 

and d1·aw clo~er the bonds of t.riendship planted by raericun schools ~nd nurtured 

bj Americ n teachings and doctrines int' e liiddle East. 

"2. No country in the orld has suffered a greater injustice han Palestine. 

From time iJlllllemorial it has been an Arab coW'lt •• Je s entered it as inv ders 

and only occupied it tor a short time; for they ware constantly at ar with the 

aboitlilles, and other inTad rs soon drove th out until the Ar bs, more than 

thirteen centuries ago, finally liberated the country d settled it. 
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a dozen other worthy causes, but hnving no intention of pressing for 

them vigorously on the international scene. Engrossed as he is in a 

global war, ha cannot be counted on to go out of his way for us unless 

he is goaded and prodded into it by the pressure of public opinion and 

by a real and earnest insistence on the part of a determined and not 

easily appeased Jewish comnunity~ 

The President wishes to let the Palestine issue ride as long as 

possible, perhaps until the end of the war not only in the West but 

in the ast. In this he probably shares the views of Churchill. In 

soma vague way he hopes some day when he meets Ibn Saud to make sorm 

~uid pro quo~ arrangement whereby the Jews will get something nice"-

in Palestine_ He does not know at the moment when he will meet Ibn 

Saud and what he will ask of Ibn Saud when he meets him» as far as 

Jewish Palestine is concerned. When the meeting finally takes place. 

if eve 9 the President is likely to be guidedt I am afraid, by the ex

perts in the Near East Division who as you kno\v are bitterly anti-Zionist. 

The President is still greatly impressed with the united Arab opposition 

to our Movemont and the fact. as ha wrote to Senator Wagner, "that there 

C(..M."' 

a.re a half-million Jews in Palestine be-s,idee ~ rn1JJ1oA wbo-want 

to. gQ tJJe;r:e •. iL _l1Jhn~~a...~.good..-ba.cl .. ansl..1Jl41.f!erent • $n the other side 
o.,,....... t.: r'-.'!-: 

there are seventy million Moslems out to--c .. ut--thefr-t§'oa.t--
"- .. ,\ .P~ , . . ,_., ~ .. l. . . r . _ .l~ ~- - .,, • 

:. .. e 32 : (::aottor.) 1 ctually we huve nevP.. d an opportunity to sit down w· th the 

H::;·a.~t and o discuss wit. hi:. &.deq ately t .. e Palestine question and t .. e po

litico.l realities of the ituatio .. ',7e had expected to have such an oppo tunit· 

in .t.ur)lst . But t didn't come off. mhe .1 st attei~t to do so we raade in October , 

r..t your di ection . The pur ose \;e i1c.d in 7; ·net , the purpose which I cer~cd ly had 

in rnind was not me ely to scc\U"e unot e i.ess·e;e, hov,ever good, to a Zionist 

.... ~ther i~ ,.,. . but to attempt at long last to co:1e to grips ,vith the problem of official 

;olicy ~Jd to explore wit~ tl U;"esident the directions in which he mi ht be in-

d ced to move. Tnat plo.n also~curried through no fault of mine. I will refer to 

tr.e re si 1e nt lul me' s al¼;<' a 11 t tle later on. 
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8 1 t ill, I liev , 1n t e st ............ ¥sis, foll • Churchill's 

1 ad. Re s not 11 ly t e the ini ti or ~ _ ond Churchill. rortunatel.y 

hurchill co • to t el s ron 1 the o osition to our c use 1th.in 0 
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our lt - for it cl it he ere willin, ould ost s u 
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bands - do ot er el r r a. e ·ill n t • rov t l it ion 

11 critici o t 

id, 1 

r sid t, b hieldiI "' j s ii tyiri h on 11 occ i 

to count u n in 1 hi, 

ti.on did v ry lit le, ne.:t o n t .11. , 

ith 

ing 

• 

o 1 . Ii 

1c y ra 1D J.ield resc e re e h 1, in 1te t r t 

c or de, b t e J a o£ rica c 1 icized v r Hon ut h. • y 
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it .icult to • t Zionis opt 1 i r atti e? In 

need tor fran r, r r 11 tic 

rel ti hip 

n re ti shi hich 

o C to old-t a .. ion 

Pre ide t and 

ht n ve co lon 

n rupt 

Zi iata o 

ob t tor 

t b th n 

OUr onl 

£ llti l 

h • fi 

tea•nahip, 

re ident nd 

\ . Z1 i D t c ot a pron ia t ilure 

D t 

ot 

ta -

1 lit 

in ton ich 

not • 

rlaor r ~ 1 • t t 

tor 1ia Ma1a1atr 1 
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to act for fi•• lon ~ s n ~h inf u. 1hite P per, 

·-bout. his ukase to t • .) te not t o et on a re ol ut1on . c 11 .or tbe 

free entry ot Je s into i> 1 ~stine nd f r a Je ish C • on • c.i.lt , t .t t JeJ ve 

autmit to his J ivi s, t ·1 t t he Zi nis e r1 ,,ht to 

m hat ie 1n the Pr ei dent's an in t he illd of t ie ~ ... te r C • 1th 
.:-, 

r rerenca to Je iah pir tiona in ~ale tine. Tl '-"' ho · i& r full 

or l:ms, propo "'ls wvl e w ter- ropo .. ls. So far ve d not fr 

Government but t o off"ici l µrohib tiona t a.in t a _iro-Zionist re ol ion in 

Con: ress on '1e one hand., 

Conrres e1 orset 

i . 0 

T e ···ho s tour litict1.l te 

s illin .. to h v 

s o •. e t >r i ent 

ur 

s -•t-teapered, to x lain a hia ever.,' error i on t 

our ca e, 0 :y • ~nd •nay• l en.ever h •y • r • • are, in 

humble jtxigm.ent, terri lly in e • T cr i cize ti: Pres·dent 1 nra t 

s 

t at tac him. He is bein cri tlcized by fri s d r e era t ts rt r 

fr ·uently r r hat 1e7 re ... ~ ..... JOllciea or d .. _:,o ts, or 

pol ti' l is a. So 1 r. Churchill cri ticiz r . t17. 

and ill lmd more atten iv e t it 

hat e li to 

orcJ.ly due us. 1'h re ident muat t re le a cri , ic Jud nt 

to s· tisfy, an a . r is1 e· 

the Jewa in the Unit ~ ta 

unc r 

non..Jewa, as · e 1, nt t 

to Jewish Palestine, cwnt upon t h resident bee u ot 

8 • tl 

utaoat t • • th· 

.. on81bilit hich ne s vol td117 aae 

tice is one. 

e 111US t, al way a in ind t the Preside tis ntl 

ot 11 Ilda tr• all rtera 

accue itJ it is hi• ily bre • ONOftr, 

• 
:) rt t 

1 J tice 

to do hia 

Jeot to 

1a 

o• 



st t the c s tl.y t,u:. t ... se re sure en L inn ·••nc n o cco nd 

his action . 
s tten tr ite resul~.t . se v-, ri~• t i • 

n t r· l; th. t i h • Thi.a i true • lso in t t r Do ot 
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id t • n 1 ted, 

t t I 
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to or' r r 1t 1t el cted, 
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fro= G rnor e , hich torced t .e or t he ?reside an 

osi tion t ice, with • nd othe pendi ' close on t o 

tor i n r ''hi OU$ ♦ chi v '· 

r r . ic red ..; t e Zi ··n st Con tion letter t "en t 

no letter, b t ompo ite of t t le ·,r ·• , c • ie r i c .,ou · • 

de i b e to • .. 11 s 

ested bv force fr 

ch h ile r pur es or o 

litic- tri h, s obvi sl y 

re id t. T t .. it.rt 

• r vi e his 

400, in el .onic 

.. n .. r lt. T e 

ed to 

, i s .ost 

i det r in op~osition he :>ul .. ve referred n t ve i s sued it, is e idenced 

ix eeks tr to , -- v the Congre a of t '.o nit .:.; • te orse t o ition 

. • c. ' 10 ublicly took 

T t tir r>is 

of Dr. ise 

October 15, · l 
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t of h on h 
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or 0 t 1 cu t h t! 
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tha interview to 

led e or th 

ar ~ 14. This done _ti ut ·no ·l :re n • th out the 

r . ency Council, o of s tl., re nt 11a 

r ct. t resident on Fe , ssib t t t ot 

our r lut.i n en ff nt. 

Furt' rm.ore, . ile e re • to see 1 re i nt o Zi ni t 

rs , Dr. oAol..\J. ... ......,.4n, nd I s "Ulle :th e of Dr. i e, n JO i ting 

· th J e e--.- to ve non-Zionists le hers o t . meri 

incl. ed in t 1i ti ;.;.:ri 3,. e ece1v 1 t .,er fr en r 

• .. t on, 

on Feb 

e t t : :e r&->itlent, s tin tr t t · · . re ident • · ad • reed o r ceiYe 

14 Dr. ,ii e, Dr. Silver, D • r. Bl tein, 

tt e 

• eld. T e 1 t t -r , nt n a : •1 un rs n C rence 

t s en r .u •· ted o~ t • resid t in ord r 

l tit ettl ..__ ...... L>r. ti n int 

le·se noti f y ur bility t tten t 

T e C uncil vo t~ · t .e should n t t 

i CU 'S ti eo nu CC e>r 

of t re 0 ~ t 1.,. in. ill you 

.tme?• 

ch etin.., • r..d t 

fin lly c ll oft to t· rr s t 0£ v --r ne. or· in t cro -

urposes, led ors l in vor ble 1t, ti • • ' di ., t t 

t th Pr ~id t until . rch 9 t eeti 

def r_ nt or ctio on ur luti 

. rt nt. Thu , in r ctic lly 

y , . e d llty or 

I a ed 

co-c. hi 

dlnn- . t 

ould v std 

int ot r. 

Dr, .; i , Dr. Go 

b c uae or t • l 

lie t r 1 

hip or t 

1 t.1 

i irection ) t e poll 1 l ork 

• Th r c 
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, r. Li 

n t } 

te into ich t .. politic 

. u ted, tollo i e 

·rit rven on o the 

vlt o o e 

n C f 111 s tion. 

1 Co cil, and 

t cl r 

r cy Co cil 

ut hi ing 

1n e e nc ot 

r hi , 

• 11 • 



I t--1ce declined, . o 1n r ti nucleus of op ,osition to 

th Council. I ·• finally rsuaded to d t .,h s 11 up fo tl 9 e of the 

cause, to e it ver ' el to r. ,i e in lett r 

. hich I dre aed to on July 29, 194 , r - hich I 0 

11 ot you am Dr. ei nn proac ed ~ SO· t .. t.."ie .uest 

to tu.ke y r t~ ? dir ction o t : ie poll l , r y u lt, 

s nuny t s ve felt ri ht on ~ t ~t t. ~re nas en ion, 

in e r ei cy, OT r- Jin und cross-. ur;,o es in our ~li•ic t 18 

s it tion c :Lled • l te re rs i ti L-D ·ove • 11 ! r eer. r li on ot 

t.or tJ. Both OU" Dr. '"' i ell • Li k d th rs s·ed e 

0 .• e rt .is or. I d lUTed kno g 0 t .e dete d Si.A. on 

of co rol th • istru. ion r the z • I "OU t t 

* ile I llin tv r· ht for Zionis, I . n t • 1111n t rt ·i~ht 

th 21 nists r t10 pr vile ot :ervi tl OU 0 t· • 
overt r· n t. roun th·t you y ur elt r vi y enc y 

0 rr 1 iliti s, r tired ••• • 
y t rd y v r t ·1e t 1 hone t t ·o ve be ra ed 

to re i t er ncy Co· tte, I 

•1 r • It it t tint in 1n . t t t, n .ther 

I n r l • oul tin .l u. iJs Y ur 

ervice d 11 t 

y 

t in t. 0 " rd 

reor ani 1 n. 

but in AA pacit,Y, I 18 uld 1 t . no er it 1 , 

1n .. in '1 p t t r r . re ad to a, I ill Dr. ise 



or t e litic 

for dr ting e or a.I17one l e, im•· •h t fa.r of ZO 
is concerned, I never ou.gh th t office, an; I tind op. r niti st r Zionist 

ervic i t r field • ••• 

, 1 43, Dr. ise , Dr. ~old tein n I s , .. ne 

D Dr. tudy a tin •th it t e c ncurr n e or 11 ies, Dr. bba. 

illel Silv r, C r tJ e United lest ne 

of oll ti... l art ire tv 

Coam.ittee tor Zi nist r ir , ass ing 

r .. onaible r r th 

e 1, fr lon o ~ o t 

s 1 in th 

_ric 

f 1 s 

r 

r C 

cu 1 

o or oli cLl • 
Co itte , t .. 

efforts,• Dr.· i e full r 1 cti n. 
le und stood lly th t I 

r • t i.. ould r in t ,e 

bet e ... ot ited 

8 

e thorit 

t a 

r le of t 

e µ liti.. .. 1 f1 . ich is 

.. ol t l d tr c U n f ur . r. • 

Untortun soon t r or n D h 

res lt n ille ... to it, Dr. i e ev h ind 

ro sively durin r, 1 1 , 

t urds .. nd, t ct 8 though ! econd 

I n ver C pted Dr. iae's or • l 1 • 
in t. 8 Co cil, I do no now. Th ttit zo otr ci ls .o a.lo 

repras 1 cil to l on t ' u. 
It acted 8 0 1tion bloc r t oldl , cov rtly. 

t th 'i 1 tl• C l 

r r ? t r ell. r ol ti Co the 

Convention > red a ol C l nis ion. 

I c·lled tor on tinua t1 t d C succ• tul re or r DC7 

Council •un4 • N t l ere p.• ta ub••~u t u.n-, Dr. 1d in 



demanded t,l elWn.tion r- t 

thkt r 1uest, h s id, 1n the 

in e· Yr.,. I st ted, o cour e, 
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ords und r th 

e or Dr. ise it 

t far I 

re en 1 dcr P•" e de 

h e 0 n b· tele;,ho 

a con ... rn , I int to 

hol tric 1 ot u sin 1 t e er-:- C C uncil is d , 
nd "':, t, 

present 1 

course, I uld 

rship.• 

e tot e elimin tion of tie • rds " 

The ZO n1 r tum had a difticul t th >l 

Con 1 tion to ut h th re ol tin ,1th u th rd , "un· er t· 

r the 

or he 

le .. d r hip." I ; raonally h to ate r rd and th el s t to th 

omi sion or t ord Bu I nd ... ri ' e 11 ong in t • 

r. G ldatein .d . 
• 

1 .. 1 rec 11 t fl h hie' r d th ZOA Co.ve 1 n tl ntic 

ity b,.)ut • arm lr ort hich tl r t o e 1n d sc. u.le 

at the v ¥r or the Con ent.io en t 0 .. , 
in rder to re ·ll C . of t. Dr. old ld t · e 

fr t: ele t s bu ole aer· bl ir r ult or t 

bi tared d enven ed polic • r er , bellttl • na c ·ed. t • ,liCh 

Dr. Gold tein .d hi fri nd .iad g OD thr bout r. 

It i cl r, r, h t this boc c not loner c ntin 0 rat 

on t 1a or .e 111 t orae. 

I uld s g at t t t te r present in 11 . rtiea p ointed to 

loo into t is 1 tu ti clo ely, to • ret 1 tudy of our or 1 1 1 

th an e e to t1e re tr ff1c1 cy er run ti n . of 

ur Council, .d t br n in re rt for our co aid ~ ti n. This, 1 rd 

or vi 1m 0 
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' 

·./ c~ ,1' 
of surprise which was jumped on us last spring. We wanted to make doubl7 

sure before we rooved. In the discussion that developed at these 11Eetings 

there were some who raised the question whether we should proceed with the 

Resolution at all; some felt that the Resolution was no longer important 

since we had the President's statement of October 15th. OtU!rs felt that 

the re-opening of discussion in Congress would give the opposition in 

Congress an opportunity to attack us. Some felt that we would have a 

better chance with the.next Congress; eome objected to the Resolution as 

it now reads bees.use of the word "ultimately" and thought that we could 

get a better resolution. perhaps a joint resolution, in the next Congress. 

While these opinions were expressea., the consensus was that we should move 

with the Resolution provided the coast was clear ag far as the State 

view of Secretary of War Stimson's letter removing the milita17 

d v ptrt7 P,latfprms and t~ P;esiden~ s own 
- IJ .f' /'. u ~ --t b '. ~ 

tatement. /\Stettilliu had no opinion of hie own, but said that he would 

onsult with the President. It is altogether fals• to suggest as bas been 

uggested that I or either of tbe other two members who called on Stettinius 

romised him that we would not press for the Resolution if the State Depart

nt or the President registered objections. If aDT one gave such a promise, 



At . this meeting , and i:1ere again I quote from the minutes , 11 there 
follow ed a leob thy disl.!ussion , and it ·,1as finally dei.,;ided that 
efforts be made onl! u more to obtain cleara?.',!e from the -residerit 
throu6h Sena to1· 1}ag ner , and per ha s oth8rs ., ft a, 15. J ag:eiftl-1d to liaY0 

i~~t~oL..,1;D~r~-~ ~lV1~·s~J-~~__,.,1·~~~·~::;::~~::~:::~;;~::~::z:~~~~~HH7ffl~n o 
a~ti op yd tt, P9t§&l d ta an a1)p1 
other a~tion taken at this meeting . 

In other ~·,ords , the ~mer ge nl.!y Couni.,;il, upon sel.!ond thought 1 ·,.•as 
not satisfied to have the resolution shelved just because the state 

Department and the President had indiuac ed their obje~tion to the 
re s olution . They were not cootent to let it go at th·:itc Th t"3 Y 

wanted persuasive in ... l ue nl.!e to be brought to bear upo n the Adminis

tration to l.!hange its mind . 
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it was done before or after the interview and not by me. 

On Wovember 15th Stettinius telephoned to Wise who transmitted the 

information to a meeting of the Executive Committee and of tbe full Council 

on November 21st, that the President thought that we should not proceed 

with action on the Resolution and that the matter should be left with him 

for a little while longer. 

There followed a discussion. It was clear that the Council was not 

satisfied that Stettinius 1 reply definitely closed the matter. On the con-

tra17, it was felt b7 quite a few that a mistake had been lll8.de in going to 

Stettinius in the first place to ask whether there was~ objection. We 

should have assumed in view of all that bad transpired - the party plat

forms, the President's statement, Stimson's letter - that the green light 

had in fact been given. 

I argued at this meeting and so did others that a stro~ 

be ma.de to reach the President end to urge ~ him to cha.Dge his mind. His 
a--

opposition would be gravely misinterpreted and was unfair to~ Ca e W~ 
'J • ' • ,I\) 

Dr. 'fise opposed such action. Tbe President(l!'• ■114&, 1ra11 leaving tbe ~ 

country almost imnediatel.7. He was sure to take up the matter with Churchill. ~ tlti 

-. Pm-iee:r ■e•e,, Congress w uld adJourn in a few dSTs. He had been assured that 

our Resolution could in 8Zl7 event at be acted upon in the closing days of 

this Congress. In both of these matters, Dr. Wise was misinformed. 

1,-....grqe~ t~~-... ,....,. t _..ahQuJ.d be. made to reacm tbe 

Ba•""M. Dr. Ii se ~a:t!i .,.__"""'""'.,,, Wagner should be seen to carry out 

this mission and suggested that he and Mr. Shulman should contact Wagner. 

I as Chairman of the Executive Conrnittee felt constrained, you will recall, 

to invite 11\YBelf in on that committee and to state that there may be others 

who ml.gll.t be asked to see tbs President. Ia-. Wise ~objected to 



this and contemptuously referred to Senator Taft as not a ver7 likely 
to~ 

person to see the President. It was clear that Dr. Wise was yielding 
tb s "''~ " -.~ 

onl7 to~pressur ~that if the matter were left to him, no &-nest 

effort would be me.de to urge the President to change his mind. Prolfs 

soon began to multiply that this indeed was the case. 

As of November 21st, therefore, our Council had agreed on two things: 

(a) not to press our Resolution until we got the green light, and (b) to 

try to persuade the President to change his mi~d and give us the green -------~ .... ~ ,....~,.- ,,,_.,.,, ' 

light. Unfortunately, the President was not in Washington and could not 

be reached. In fact he has not been~ ci ntacted by any one of us 

or by any friend of our Resolution to this day. Everything has passed 
_9~· ~' {~--. I 

through the hands of Mr. Stettinius. Wagner tried to reach the President /\ 

Oil Weanlsua••*ag Bay, but the President was n~ longer in Washington. Instead 

he talked to Stettinius who gave him t he same answer which we had previously 

received. It was not until December 2nd, eleven days after the meeting of 

our Com:nittee, that Wagner wrote a personal letter to the President, a letter 

which I helped him draft, in which he explained the situation as he aaw it 

and appealed to the President to withdraw his objections, and it wae not 

until December 4th that he received the reply Jct "l' le:m of 'l"!lYttlH' to 

which I shall allude later on. 

But b7 December 4th certain events connected with our Resolution bad 

AnV~ already taken place. Things hai: been set in motion without ~ ~ - - --
• ~ 

\Jil'gi:ftt! e!P ps: odat:as on ~part._ aa szov »9il•• 1aggne••ll1 The gossip has 

been spread abroad that if I personally bad not pressed for the Resolution 

in Washington when I arrived on lovember 27th, the Resolution would have 

remained quiescent. I did not go to Washington on November 27th to press 

for the Resolution. I ry out the instruction of the 

~~---...-<4...~ ~~~ 
Council to try to bring V111,e"4i~.....-,; n the President to change his mind. You. 



must remernber that the 

of the re~on~Jderation 

~Wfl.l~~·the l1nutes of 

Council had begun to stimulate action jn~ 

of our Resolution early in October. Jif '':; ~ 

of the Counc11-~Jillr'"wt-H
~ 

t:tae weeonnd'~ a --.:. ........ 

~ 

the Resolution when Congress venes, the Emergency Council n 

engaged in stiDlllating 

Senate Foreign Affair 

conmunities in w 

interest of the members 

The local emergency co 

members reside had been a approach them 

again and to ring them up to date on recent 

that action on the Resolution when 

opments, and to suggest 

reconvenes would be 

des received so far e gratifying". 
fJ u..J\l,\,,j ... llJ 

Before lection we requested our Conrmmity Contact people to inter-

view every Congressman and Senatorf a.nd to get them to pledge to vote for 

our Resolution as soon as Congress reconvenes . We sent to every Congress

man and Senator our book "Arr:erica and Palestine•, which contained the 

printed opinion of nearly four hundred members of the present Hou~e and 

Senate. The President's letter on October 15th was accompanied with the 

state1113nt of Senator Wagner that the way is now clear for Congressional 

action. The convention of the z.o.~. called for speedy action on the 

Palestine Reso. ution. Congressuan Bloom announced, on the hee15of the 

President's statenent, that be would aumroon a meeting of his Committee on 

the d.87 after Congress reconvenes - November 15th. 

All this propaganda. of ours was reflec~ the Congress when it 

reconvened. Congressmen and Senatora were waiting for action; they were 

expecting action, and good and sufficient reasons wO\lld have to be given, 

eapeciall7 to the rmmbers of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, who 

had been t,v1.. . e a.l of tbe President I s action ln the trlD(!, '/\ s to •11¥ 



~ ~ 
action, so consistently' and persistently called for by the Jews of America, 

should now be deferred. 

Congressman Bloom was stopped from moving forward in his Conmittee by 

our request (e; delay. Nevertbeless he found himself hard-pressed by fellow 

CongressIMn .ad fl.a sent a long telegram to Dr. 'Wise which contained an 

attack made on him by Congressman Cellar for dilatoriness in regards to 

the Resolution. He was being embarrassed. Editorials reached him from the 

Yiddish press of New York urging inmediate action. Both Senators Wagner 

and Taft, who sponsored the Resolution, were eager for action. With both 

of them it was a matter of honor. They were conmitted to these Resolutions 

and their sponsorship of these Resolutions had been used
1

favorably to them 
~----... r ~ " I 

during the campaign. They WaDted to discharge ~obli ation to the 

Jewish people.~ t 

You may recall that at the November 21st meet ing I told you that Senator 
~ • • · - - • a&r .__...,..._ F, r 

Taft had already taken up the matter w1 th" Connally, and that Connally had 
I WWWS• .... - •-•-·-

invit;d him to appear be:&ore the Foreign Relations Committee on the 22nd.~ 
~ ()~~ ~ 
In ••►•• werr&H-,:'b.e Foreign Relations Committee was prepared to a ct f avorably 

~ r 

on our Resolution~ day after we ,-...-i the President. Only 

out of courtesy to Senator Wagner, who •as absent from Washington, was the 

meeting postponed to the foll owl ng week , 'November 29th. 

Congressman Bloom knew of this contemplated meeting of the Foreign 

lffairs Cormni ttee scheduled for Wednesday, the 22nd and postponed to the 

29th. He did not wish the Senate Coumittee to get ahead of him. Prior to 

nu coming to W8 s!11ngton, he had already arranged to have the Congressmen• a 

endorsements of the Palestine Resolution vbich eared in our publication 

• rica d Pale 

I arrived in 

what a.in things ... 



~i Liio ..;o-sponso~· ~f thG resolution . Ha 
t v of tn;j r:0s01-ut1on last bµrin 6 • It ·,1as ne 

thv ~i~itary until he obtuin0 ths l~t~er frou 
Stir,sor. ,;i th ranin ,, tn,::;ir obj8~t,iuns . , s SOJD 

t • _.:, p V ~ t ) 1 ~j l -

• k pt ai'tvr 
Ga ~ i••_; tar:,' 01' '.lr:... 1' 

's Con 6 r~s~ r~~on-

vene , 1.__ be~an pr~ss in6 for his resolution , jus t 
..;lu in~ thJ J .... leg_..tes at the Convsntion or thJ 'l. O as ·t1d all dij , in

- at. tlJnt· ~ City . 

/ 
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personally been unable to reach Senator Wagner by telephone. I had 

wired to Dr. Wise on November 22nd, the day after our ID:3et1ng, to this 

effect:"Because of strike here, could not reach 7ou by telephone. Strongly 

urge you to contact :Bloom iamediately and urge him to see the Chief and 

persuade him to give clearance to Resolutions ••• Please inform me by 

telegram or telephone results of conversation with :Bloom." Dr~ Wise never 
I L,J,~ W>:1.,/.i-o~r..tJ. 

replied to this telegram of mine. I(), original feeling that be ae,i ae-

t.a;e.,;iorP-to do anything to help change the President's mind was confirmed. 

If a.D7thing could be done. it had to be done quickly, for the days of the 

~ 
present Congress 

1
ere running out, and it could best be done from the base 

in Washington. 

On the very d~ that I al'rived, I went to see Congressman Bloom to 

urge him to get in touch with the President. To DI' surprise, he told me 

that he had already made what to him were good and sufficient inquires 
A 

•down the hill",as he put it -- presumably at the State Department. It 

should be remembered that :Bloom hardly ever budges without consulting 

the Stata Department. I was amazed to hear from him that what he had 

learned there was of such little influence with him,that he brushed it 

aside as of no moment. They bad told him something about an 1 tem which 

had appeared in the •Times" as to the Vactican•s attitude towards Pales

tine and souiething about the Arabi' unfaYorable reaction to the President's 

statement of October 15th. He quoted himself as having said to the prin

cipal in the State Departrrent ,,-a ■77 at', etettill!U8', 11 ••ll••• •►•• 

October 15th the President had said so and so, and J'OU ca.Dnot get 
) 

cannot get around that. n He did not need any other green light, said, 

"""I i!D111W1li' :£erJaiJ:4 , •JJab lae ieeol~G.1 n. It is none of their business 

&JJTbow. Militar7 reasons were something else ag1dn1 I had to submit to 



It has bean suggo stJd 
thJ.t I should hav 0 asksd the l.!Ommit tee to defer ac ti-::>n . Tbgrv This 
was l..!ertainly not my mission nor mandate in Washin ~~ ton . I ~,as thuro 
to see whotne r I l.!ould persuaje th~ Stat~ Departm~nt and ths rDsi 
dent to withdraw th.:.;ir obj~.:<.:tions to ths passat;s of ths resolution . 
Failing in that, the Counl.!il would th~n have to decide what to do , 
sinc e the first rsport of the Pres i dent ' ~ disapproval Jid no t ~los e 
the matter as far as thu Coun ~i l via~ con,:sr·t ed . I haJ not yst had 
the opportunity to contact uithar the ot~to Dopartm0r1t or thJ rasi
j en r, • I was n o t t o s .J -J ? ~r • Stet ti n i us u n t i 1 De\.! e r.1 b -Jr 4 • Un ti 1 I 
haJ had tha chan~ e to p8rsuade them and failod , I co uilid not go , nor 

id tha Coun~il obligatJ rod to go , to th0 memoJrs of the 3ana~s For -
eibh R6lations Committ e-::; and ask t hE.Jm , ' • •• • 1 
o t ~ ct ' sid~nt • s a~tion 

, , oo .., t, 1'..-in 1 n ) . 'al -:s tin 8 R,J3 olution for ·Nhi1.:h 
e Jews of Am':: riea had so pJrsistuntly r es.;od up to th -J vs r/ l~st . 

'Ne we r 2 not r 8 sing for thJ r::.;~olution . T n prJ sur8 ~a.mo i'rom tr1s 
ena t e Committoa its~lf whi~h was so much int ~rJst_ - in ths r hlestine 

Res ol ution th~t it :. ;;.; t on four SU<.!l!Jssi ve oc.:~asions to c.: ons i :l ..J1· it 
alIDd i t i n s i st Gd ti mo and ag 8. in on •• ppr ov in g our r a~ ol u ti on i n spite 
of tv"10 personal appsarar <.! CS b0for2 it !:lnJe by th.; 0.jc.:rotary of .stat 
and in spite of oth~r pr~s surs brought by th3 Administr~tion ~ga inst 
1 t , Ev~n when the r 0solution ~,as fina lly postpon J • as ci r esult of 
the p 0 rsistent pressur d from the Stat s Dupart ~~nt • n tho Presi ent , 
two-thirds of the m~mb2rs of ths Ssnato Committo: si~na1 a round 
r obin in whi ~h thsy stated th· t thsy ',1ould na vs vot .::d for tho r B so 
lution 'Ners it not for this insist0t1 <.: 2 of tho Stat J Depar·tmont and 
the Presidant . 
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w~ 
that. 11 Bloom repeated much of t :rJ., dl0 ·:or. Wise on Wednesday afternoon 
after the Resolution was acted upon favorably by the House Committee. 

If the responsible Chairman of the Foreign .A.ffairs Committee, I 
reasoned, a loyal member of the Administration who knew all about the 
reported obJections of the State Department and of the President and 
one to whom Dr.Wise had previously spoken abrut deferrment, felt •001& 
tJl,ele.,e-, free in hi8 own mind to mve forward with our Resolution, I 
certainly was not the ll8l1 to dissuade him. I did not know at the time 

e er ne was resi en s oppos on,;. Congressman Bloom's 
res,ction certainly gave the definite impression that the reagons were 
not go weighty- that they could not be ~ercome. As I saw my dut7, it 
was not t,a •••'•*• er to res for action while we were waiting for 
the green lig • the other hand, it was not rrq duty to check or 

it. I received no such direction from • It was not '\mtil 
to discoy,rve actipp when Congressmen~- s were pressing for 

Thursd&.f, December 7th, that the Council at an irregular and unauthorized 
meeting)voted definitely to ask Senators Wagner and Connally to shelve 
the Resolution, and even this decision failed of re-affirmation at 
81\other rump session of the Council on Saturda7,December 9th, and was 
fQJ1ally reversed by the action of the Executive Council on Monday morning, 
December-11th, in Washington~ 

Bloom was somewhat concerned with the fa.ct tba.t he might be blamed 

~ 9,;:f ~_!j..l't!~~a~s'C it.,~'\.-~t~.;~u; ~ook it up1 0......-~ 
He wanted ~o back him up in hie~· to go forward and in sharing 

I wrote 

~ 

fa orable action did 

Affairs Comnittee on Wednesday, Bovember 29th. 
~ - -I tried to reach Senator agne our meeting on 

-
November 21st. I could not reach him. He was in seclusion and his secre-

tary would not tell me his whereabouts. Wiae and Shu.loan saw Wagner in 

J A lantic Ci~¥ on Sun~. o m,b a6th eported to me t)ler 
·, l I ? • ~ ti J O 

versation the next dq by telephone~t Washi,ton.
1

, When I finally- did get 

to aee the Senator o . Tuesday, November 28th, ... $1t -''•""• he certainly had 
~w, . 

no plans of aeei• the President to persuade him to reOk>ve his objections. ~,.,9 .,...,--

But he was nevertheless determined to go into the meeting of the Senate 

Foreign Relations Coamittee the next morning and press for his Resolutio t 



. 

~~ (, 

•~esd~hulDBn telephoned Wagner's secretB17 

in Washington and gave him a long line of rea8ons why the Senator should 

use his efforts to of our resolutions b7 the 
. . . __,,.,- .. 

Senate Co'!llnittee.7'We were working at cross purposes• Wise and Shulman 

pressing Wagner to have his resolution shelved, and I, following the 

clear line indicated by the Council, urging tbe Senator to get iu touch 

with the President to persuade him to withdraw his objection to the 

passage of the resolution. Wagner found himself the victim of two oppos

ing forces pulling him in different directions. He was telephoned a score 

of times QI! ••a b7 people in New York all speaking in tbe name of the 

Emergency Council or of Zionists. He was baffled and confused. Toward 

the end he became actua.117 sick and took to his bed. I was informed that 

~ 

at the final !ll!teting of the loreign Relations Committee on Monday afternoon, 

December 11th, when our resolution was finally shelved, Wagner hardly 

uttered fifteen words. This was unlike the earlier meetings when he spoke 

up •igorously for his resolution and where he announced that he would press 

for his resolution even if the President came out in a public declaration 

against it. 

On Wednesday morning, lovember 29th, the Senate roreign Relation• 

Conmittee met to consider our resolution. This •as the meeting that had 

been poatponed from the week before because of Wagner• a absence from the 

city. Senator Taft, who had been invited to attend the meeting out of 

courtea7 to him as a sponsor of the resolution, made a strong plea in 

behalf of the resolution. He traced the histor7 of the resolution -- how 

and •bJ' it was introduced, why action had been deterred on it in the spring, 

because of the intervention of the War Department, how tbeae obJectione 

had now been removed, and finall7 how both political parties and both 



presidential candidates had endorsed the Jewish Cournonwealth. Upon 

request of one of the members, he explained in detail what the Zionist 

Movement unde~by the Jewish Comnonwealth, and read the official 

statement issued by the Jewish Agency on the subject. He also stated 

that the worl "ultimately" has led to misunderstanding, and Senator 

Vandenburg then suggested that the words "a.s soon as practicable" --

the identical words used by the President in his statement on October 

15th, should be subetituted~During the friendly discussion which en

sued, Senator Connally endeavored to establish that the State Department 

had objection to action at this time. Whereupon some of the Senatore ex

pressed great indignation. Haw could the State Department object in view 

of the record of the President's own endorsement six weeks ago? Some of 

the Senators insisted that the State Department was evidentl7 speslcing 

for the President and that the President was subjecting them to another 

~milar maneuver to the one which they were subjected to last spring when 

the Senate was restrained from acting upon the Palestine Resolution avowedl7 

because of military considerations, and almost simultaneousl7, the President 

himself me.de a public statement to the Zionists which completel7 ignored 

the military. They refused to be victimized a second time. If the State 

Department bad any valid reasons for wanting action deferred, Seereta?7 

of tate Stettinius should come in person before tbe Committee a.nd accept 
f 

.-(;,'\AN~-

full responsibilit7. He should tell them •l>T these resol~ions should be 

deferred. 
cJq_,.. ft w f fl,: 

The Committee at first voted 9-6 to d# z11e,ei'tbe resolution 

, immedia~e;,-. S~quent]Jr~. -~d. a _ the result of Coual 7•~ con,tin d . 

~~ence,..-ittlf"Coiiiiifl,~oted 11-5 o delq action for a week, with the 

understs.nding that Stettinius mu.st appear in person, and a.l~o with tba 

instruction to Senator Wagner to endeavor to aee tha President and to 

obtain from him a clarification of bia reported opposition. After the 
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Committee adjourned. the opinion was expressed by Senators that the 

resolution would undoubtedly be approved at the next meeting of the 

Committee on Wednesday, December 6th. 

On FridSJ' Dec,,mber 1st• Wagner called the Ste.te Department to 
. . • ~ . J 

arrange for a onferenCEt · with Stettinius •rd g 5¥, We wanted to 
... > 

C 

pers~.de Stettinius not to appear before the Comnittee. and ..-o, t~o1J8h 

him, to pass on to the President our feelings about hi~ reported opposi

tion. Thie conference was set for 12:30 P.M.. Mondq. Deceni>er 4th. In 

keeping with the directive of the Senate Committee• Wagner also decided 

to aend a personal letter to the President. This letter was sent on 

Saturday, December 2nd. This was the first direct contact, although 

still not a personal one, with the President, by 8li1' friend 

tion. 

the resolUi-

Thie was the state of affairs when I arrived in Pittsburgh to attend 

the American Jewish Conference, on Saturday evening, December 2nd. The 

Senate Resolution was hanging fire, pending word from Stettinius and a 

repl7 from the President to Senator Wagner's letter. Senator Wagner and 

I were waiting for our appointment with Stettinius, Monday noon. The 

Senate CoDIIlittee was determined to act and had made its determination 

very clear. The Committee was not being pressed or prodded b7 me. The 

House Foreign Affairs Committee had already acted favorably. Its action 

had been warmly hailed by the Jewish press, and by the Jewish public and 

b7 most of the leaders of the Zionist parties. 

It was °'1' intention upon m_y arrival in Pittsburgh, on Saturdq 

evening, to call together the members of the Interim Comnittee, which 7ou 

will recall 119 had agreed was to~ aft'aira between meetings of 

the Emergenc7 Council -- that is, the two co-chairmen of the CoUDcil and 



-11-

the representatives of the Jewish Agency. To rq amazement. I discovered 

upon my arrival that Dr. Israel Goldstein had durifl8 the day called a 

meeti.Jlg of the Executive Codmittee of the Zionist Organization of .America 

to discuss not onl7 the reeQJ.ution which had been adopted by the House 

Comnittee, but eve~. ~ hing elpe conn'?ctt with the pen ng ,resol tions, 
' ~~ d?M.:J1c.c--t { -

the natter of the green light,• etg. etc. Dr. Goldstein knew full well 
/'-> 

that neither the Interim Committee nor the Council had as yet discussed 

the natter, SJld that I, the Executive Cbairman of the Council, who was 

closest to the whole situation, was not in the cit7 to give bis comnittee 

information on the subject even if I were willing to overlook the fact 

that if there was to be a report b7 me, it would first have to be given 

to the Smergeney Council. 

When I arri~ed, I found the halls of the William Penn buzzing with 

all kinds of rumors, fragments of information and misinformation, as well 

as criticism of the resolution which had been approved by the House Com

mittee. I cannot understand wmt Zionist purpose Dr. Goldstein intended 

to serve by calling such a meeting, at such a time and place, where mmdreds 

of delegates, many of them non-Zionists, were gathered not for a Zionist 

Convention but for the American Jewish Conference, end where nothing but 

resolution paseed by the House Committee, to spread the opinion among the 

delegates that the resolution was a bad one, and to discredit, if possible, 

Dr. Silver whose name bad been so elo■el7 identified with the resolution. 

The minds of aome of the delegatea were actua.117 poisoned by this subll• 

propa,;anda. J'ortunatel.7 the overwhelming maJori t7 welcomed and acclai•d 



the resolution as evidenced by the reception which it received when it 

was read twice, by Mr. Kaufmann in his opening address, and by nvself 

in my address on Sunday night. 

The resolution as pa ed by the House is of course an excellent 
w,-0-.A.ILII. w 

one. ere Church 11 to announce tomorrow that England bas resolved to 

open the doors ~f Palestine for the free entry of Jews and to grant them 

full opportunity for colonization so that the Jewish people~ ultimately 

reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth, the Jewish 

people the world over would celebrate that day as a national holiday. 

Dr. Wise when he telephoned Mr. Bloom on the day the resolution was 

good one, as so indeed. it wass..~1'~[11ii;:..i&e,_,.,_NWI.CM~~.,..aQ,l,ir1aJt.aJl.a...,&&i.Jt.e...me,.. __ . 

t9e .Dl:Jt IIIQ:£'.Ai.R~• ~ .. e,,a]]1~ tbat aeeijn~ iD nJII' Meeae• 

n• 

such an atmosphere I found IQ"self when I arrived at 

the William Pann on Saturdq night. I felt that more discussion of our 

business. delicate and confidential as a good deal of it waa, at improvised 

meetings at the Convention could only contribute to more harm and confusion. 

I wanted, however, to report immediately to the Interim Colllllittee, and I 

asked Mr. Shapiro to invite the members to a meeting that very hight, 

although it was close to midnight. Mr. Shapiro reported that Dr. Wise was 

too tired, and that Dr. Goldmann was not yet in the city. I therefore 

requested Kr. Shapiro to call a meeting for Sund,q morning. Yr.Ja1eph 

wa1 invl ted to the meeting as a member of the Jewish Agency. I invited 

lolr. Shulman because he had been ~o~t9~•_:ogether •1th Dr. 'fiae Bild 

IIQl'self, to try to bring~n ~eaident to chsJlge his mind. 

Mr. Lips)ey and Dr. Goldmann were present for the Jgenc7. But Dr. Wise, 
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who had prefiousl7 told Mr. Shapiro that he •a• coming to the meeting. 

did not come, and Dr. Goldmann finally stated that Dr.Wise refused to 

come because he wanted a meeting of the Emergency Council. I regarded 

that as 

assume~ 

~ U,J\l,#-J~,_..~,.': 
an unwarranted rebuff and .,.._,i!f1o~!t1Mi.e<J~ 

~ · hi.:.Self .. :-rl.1argll1,- instrumental in working out the 

arrangement whereby, between meetings of the Emergency Council, the 
~ Interim Comrni ttee would consider,._ urgent -_,■l'lle of the Council. I 

felt that he might have come to hear JD1' renort, and following that, if cL:f' ( £ . 

he wished to~lr~quested ~ a -~etTng. I ~ then have indicated 
• I 

to him•~ I regarded such a meeting at that particular time and P~':;_~ 

as undesirable. I gave the members of the Interim Committee eillt- th;~ 

I told them of the meeting which Wagner and I were to have with Stettinius 

the next dq. I told them of the letter that Wagner had sent to the 

President and that we were waiting for an answer. I told them of the 

attitude of the Senate Committee and how they were determined to move along 

with the resolutions. I corrected for them some of the wild rumors that 

had been spread mong the Conference delegates. Ione of those present sU&

gested a meeting of the Emergency Council. In fact there was nothing that 

the Emergency Council could do. We were still following the position 

defined b7 the Emergency Council on Boved>er 21st -- to t r7 to persuade 

the President -- although in the meantime action had taken place positively

in the House Committee, and tentatively in the Senate Committee, which we 

could not control • 

.A.1 though I did not see the wisdom of calling a formal meeting of the 
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piring. .Accordingly, of the ZO.A., 

Poale Zion and the Mizra.chi. I had also invited Mrs. Epstein and Mrs. 

Halprin of the Badassah to meet with me. Mrs. Epstein refused. She 

wanted a meeting of the Emergency Council. Mrs. Halprin, too, 20: • 9'vJ.. 

came. 

Dr. Wise then called an unauthorized meeting of the Council for 

Sunday evening. Our constitution clearly provides that no apecia.l meet

ing of the Council can be called without three days notice. There are 

alwqs good and sufficient reason for such constitutional provieione
1

for 

they protect an organization against precipitous action and also against 
~ c,.t\ hA-'-¼-

over-zealou.s .~ ... t:-ee~-SE who may ,-il eff quick meetings when a 1ua~l 

..,.er of the members of the org zation are unable to attend, in order 
~~- ,~ ,.- p ~~~ 

to rush through a certain kind of In a very high-banded manner, 
f 

and against nv express wishes, Dr. Wiae proceeded to call such a meeting. 

I, of course, refused to attend it. The meeting, as I suspected, resulted 

in nothing except a request that I meet with the heads of the four parties 

to consider what should be done in case the President persisted in hie 

opposition. I should have been happy to meet with the heads of the 

parties even. though I should not have recognized their mandate from an 

unauthorized Council meeting which bad no legal standing in Ill" eyes, but 

I bad to leave for Washington that very evening imnediatel7 after 11\Y' 

report to the American Jewish Conference. As you will recall, I rushed 

from the platform to the train. 

I arrived in Washington Mondq morning and prepared m_rself for our 

interview with Stettinius. This was to be the decisive interview. Thie 
VM-\-o~ -~ 

was the first personal interview which &n7one of us with Stettiniua 

on this aubJect since our meeting on lovember 9th, nearly a month previously. 



If lagner and I could persuade the Secretary of State that the President 

was naking a colossal blunder in opposing the resolution, that his action 

wouJ.d be seriousl7 misinterpreted, that Congressnsn and Senators on the 

Hill •er~~ of a •double~at Senator lfa;sner ~_J; ~t 

as a grave personal embarrassment" nasmuch as be had state /\ en be read 

the Presidential letter on October 15th that that clears the way for 

Congressional action -- and more especiall7, if we could convey through 

Stettinius to the President that the antire Zioniat movement and the entire 

Jewish people of America were solidly united in~== action on this 

resolution which had now been banging fire for over ten months, and that 

their hopes which had beenlliised high by all that had transpired would 

be dashed to the ground if it became known that the President insisted 

on a second deferrment -- we might succeed in changing the President's mind. 

complete give-away. This told the President that the Jews of 

, America would quickl7 reconcile themselves to the Preeident•e attitude 

if he persisted in opposing the resolutions, and that Dr. Wise, Chairman 

~ -4'"" ~.:M .w,us i,L,-,., •• ,__ ~ .,,_ ~ ,t'- ·r~--• ~~ciyi _Zionist Emergej._cy C~uncilQ,. could be co~~ed,.. ~'!a to de:(Rnd. F- •~ 

him. Regardleas of what we said from there on, our case was lost. Out" ~~ 

back was broken. We proceeded, of course, ~o make out our case as effectively 

as we could. Wagner pleaded thai his honor was at stake, and the President 

was putting hi1'1 on the spot with his own constitu.enc7. The Preeident•a 

position aeemed altogether unreasonable. I gave all the arguments at rq 

comnand. I traced the histor7 of the last ten months • . I read to Stettinius 



-16-

the President's letter of October 15th. of which he bnd heard, but 

which he had never read. He asked for a copy of it. He called in 

his secretary to be sure to obtain a copy of it immediately. Perhaps 

the President, he thought had not been made aware of it since the elec

tion. His advisers may not have refreshed hig memor7. The case, as I 

presented 1 t, he was kind enough to say, was unanswerable. He would 

inrnediately conmunicate with the President. But I ~that our case 

was lost. I had seen that very roorning, on my wq
9
to

1
sto.t 

( ¥9 ) I } l 'r 
repl7 which the President had went to Wagner Only a atrong, united . • 

front on tbe part of Zionist and Jewish leadership,!show of st;ong 
02J.. il-t' ~;(h 

»es1staaee •i a determination on our part to ciewa ~re entitled 

to, might have ~rsuaded the President. Dr. Wise's unauthorized telegram, 

critical meeting with Stettinius, exposed our nakedness, revealed out J _ • _, 
~~1a~-ic,~ 

division and confusion of counsel, and ma4e the ~~ea1~ent eenftdeat that 
-to~-.. ,L • dowi ;;e foFw~ unperturbed on the line which be 

the Congress of the United States. But Dr. Wise's grave responsibillt7 

for defeating our resolution does not rest exclusivel7 upon this tragic 

telegram, as we shall see in a moment. 

~ ~ ~ Se!tlJ:iua :;._~dc.• that immediateq transmit to 

residen Of 1u th,as, l(e~d ua ~ that 

" he would not appear before the Senate 1oreign Relations Committee, nor 

would he send 8117 representative. 

Bu.t when the Senate Coamittee met on Wednesday. December 6th, Stettinius 

did appear. If there is &Dl'ODe here that imagines that I had the power to 

call off the meeting on December 6th, he is naive be7ond words. Tbe Senate 
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Foreign Relations Comnittee ha,s a mind and a procedure of its own. It 

had resolved not to be trifled with in this matter. It should also be 

recalled that following the meeting of the Committee on November 29th, 

every member of the Foreign Relations Committee had received telegrams 

froj the Presidents of the ZOA., Hadassah, the Mizracbi and tbe Poale Zion, 

!UldF Yonslq for the American Jewish Conference, ea.ch in ih own w,q 

urging favorable action on the resolution. e e.legram of Dr. Israel 

Goldstein, sent on Decembe~ened wit~ the statement: •we earnestly 

urge you to report out favorably the Palestine Resolution for adoption 

b7 the present Congress" and concludes 11Your comn1 ttee 1 s favor able action ... --- ••• . 

would be deeply appreciated as fulfillment President's magnificent message 

to last Zionist .Organization Convention and overwhelming ~Ilf:3rican o 1...,...,__ 

J ... ~ , 
as express,ed_Xlc~t~~ _in both party platforms 11 • •~ ~ 
}U9....,J ~ -~ ~ - /'/~ • 

Please bear these facts in mind - - as of fuesday, Deceni:>er 5th, the 

Presidents of all the Zionist parties in t he United States were officially 
• 1 

urging the Senate Foreign Relations Cournittee to act, not to defer action. -
fhis, in spite of the rump me;ting of the Council held in Pittsburgh on 
Sund"3' evening, December 3rd. ~ 

At the meeting of the Comnlttee on December 6th, Stettinius was 

visibl.7 embarrassed and 111 at ease. He was hard-pressed b7 the Senators 

who asked very searching questions based on the record of the party plat

forlll8 and on the statement of the President which Stettiniua could not 

a.newer. ill that he cou1Asq w s that the President was oppo ed t 
.,,, ~ ~ - o-h- (-.l._.-.. Ql.) 1,,LJ\o,,1......-:a. R •··k. ~ ~ el.\~ ' nu...,.-.," ' 

-----· measure. He had 'Plans o his own tor the handling of the teJf"' lftorts'"' 

were made by Senators to obtain the text of the letter which Senator Wagner 

had received from the President, but Senator Wagner refused to discloae it, 

insisting that it was personal. Senator Clark read the Prea1dent 1B October 



b, ~ 

of the heads of the Zionist 
Clearly they felt called upon n the circurnstances to take that action regardless of what uight have been 

t eir respecttve views earlier. olitical situations are fluid and cannot al as be dealt ~ith accordine to rigid formulae. B sending these telegraas toe ery member o the Foreign Rel · tions Committee, the signer actually nt far beyond anything tat I had done, for my contacts were limited to a few key perso~s. I am, of course, not reproaching them for acting on own sug,:~estion an urging t e enators to t. But i~ there as a clear decision against t ing such steps and if that decision was binding and unal ter :bl , then cle 1- the s nd • ng uch 
telegr ns by the Pre iden s of the or e.nization was either a violation of th e d cisions or a revers 1. I not a la er but only a Zionist who has been trying to do his est in a ver difficult nd co1=i.pl cated si tuE-tion; but it does s e. to me that the sending of these teleg s by the heads of the groups a ter con ultation 1th their ssociat s constit1t d a rat : ication on th ir part o~ th posit·on 
I took and the cow se I as following . These telegrams ar a atte of record, and there is no gettin around it. If the Reso ution han passed, allj ~ u d h v 

shar ,ol~redit for that achieve en. ,.ow that it as been def rred, the sit a
tion i of cours diff rent. !n a a si 1gflw sca]:)829dlt :.:act so :fowRl. 
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~dgll' ·cloeurne11t~"'t ·«~uea'.""beTore '" tm ~leetic,a for ta .purp.oae, of getting 

"{Otes en4...a9'""111tdi:ag whe,t ·it ad,. i(Wha.t has occurred since the issu..

ance of that statement that has so clear~y changed the situation", he 

asked. Mr. Stettinius was without s:i:r:, satisfactory answer. Senator 

Lal'ollette, of Wisconsin next went into action. He recalled that last 

spring, the Senate was prohibited from acting because of milita17 objec

tions of the War Department, submitted throU&h General Marshall, the 

Chief of Staff, but "two days later, the President issued bis statement 

to Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise and he made us look like monkeys.• Senator 
Q a.,,,t, 

Wagne:J who had been badgered for several days by New York telephone,1\in 

an effort to have him back-track, stood firm. He insisted that the 

Comnittee vote. The Committee was about to vote when one senator, as 

a good will gesture, asked that the Coumittee delay its vote for two days, 

until Friday morning, December 8th, to give tbe President one more oppor

tunity to submit in writing, which would be made public, his reaaons for 

requeating that the Senate should not vote on the resolutions. 

It was on this understanding that the Committee adjourned. Bu.t as 

the Committee adjourned, Senator Wagner, in the presence of Stettinius, 

stated that regardless of the President's statement, if any, he would 

insist on a vote. ~~ 

Itwas~t the President would issue no public statement. It 

was al~o clear that only such a public statement would persuade the Com

mittee to reffain from voting. The State Department and Mr. Connally, 

and perhaps also the President then bethought themselves of another wq 

to achieve their end -- the one last wq open to them, and that •a• to --get the Zionists themselves to witbiraw their resolution under pressure 
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from tbs President. The Zionists were to assume the role of collabora-
. - • - \ 
tionlst~to defe t their own resolution~ Someone got in touch with 

OL~~~,Fi,... 
Dr. Wis on Wednesday:. B)rThursday nte!I! tdng, Senator Connall.7 was in-

ft I\ ~ 

forming Senator Taft that his resolution would not pass the Committee 

because Dr. Wise and the Zionists of New York would soon be heard from. 

On the afternoon of the same day, Stettinius telephoned Senator Wagner 

and asked him whether he had alreac\7 heard from Dr. Wise and the Zionists 

~~ 
in New York about withdrawing iiN resolution. I do not know what was 

said to Dr. Wise. Dr. Wise did not take the trouble to apprise me of 

it. Dr. Wise had taken over the running of the Council's affairs, 

ignoring the fact that I was still the Cbairman of the Executive, that 

I had neither offered 11\7' resignation, nor had it been requested, and 

that as long as I remained Chairman, I was at least one of the responsible 

political heads of the Emergency Council. 

As soon as the request was made of Dr . Wise. h• lost no -t1DII to 

comply with it. Without 1111' knowledge or consent, he again called a 

meeting, - ln ,fact two meetings, one on Thuredq afternoon, the other on 

Thursday evening -- both meetings illegally convoked in violation of 
~°'-~~ 

iii \Jo-. ~~n~t~p~i~e;e £et~t1d to 11e.-wt 

~ne-.r SDd Oomtail:7, in so man, •••iu, ,t;n defer 1::tiea oa tae :c•aolllil.en. 
~--vtJ... ~ 

comnittee wee sent do•n t~ Washington on 7rid.a7 morning. iectzat(Jl 

to seem before they went to the Capitol to persuade me to go alons with 

them. Bothing was to be done until they had spoken to me. :But by eight 

o'clock in the morning, Dr. Wise had alread.7 telephoned Senator Wagner 

again urgin.g hi• ~o· aak for deferrment. 
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I tried to make it clear to the committee that it would be co.,_ 

mitting a colossal and tragic blunder if they would do what they ..t ~ ~ 
ii.~-
lleee eent dowa :&e ae-. We were not responsible for pressing the resolu.--
tion. The Senate Cournittee was pressing for it. We should not assume 

in the sight of the .American public and our own fellow Jews and Zionists 

the pitiable and unenviable role of comiDg to Washington officially to 

request the shelving of a resolution which we had spent nearly a year 

in urging upon the American people .J% the American C()D&rBs8. I~ • -~8 

not our duty nor our responBibility t o ask o~ment. , It 18 suf-

ficient to indicate to Mr. Stettinius and through bim to the President, 

that we are not responsible for pressing the resolution, that the matter -
h and has been· out of our hands. 

I told them, furthermore, that the Senate Comnittee was determined 

to act,....e,aclr..:not:Maa tlaat \lie; wocz½cl ea, oz ie •elli i Nftaln tfflun. The 

resolution· was not our private property. Many other groups and indi

viduals were interested in it, as well as the Senators themselves who 

had been urged by their constituencies to do what they regarded as a 

fine hWDanitarian act. 

As a further indication of our desire to do all that we could to 

meet the President's position and at tbe same time not to compromise our 

own by making a formal request to shelve the Resolutions or by having 

them die in the present Congress after the House Comnittee had acted 

and our people were eagerly expecting further action, I suggested that 

perhaps some compromise could be worked out whereby an agreement would 

be reached with Stettinius that the House would go forward with its 

Resolution since its Foreign Affairs CoJJIJlittee had alread7 voted it out 

and that we would then undertake to persuade the senators that in view 



Comnittee for dropping the whole matter, while in the adjoining room , ... 
Senators of the United States were waiting impatiently to act on our 

resolution. The Senators were standing by while your representatives 

were in the next room trying in ~-~ner to prev~~ tion 
• /' 

on the resolution. Your comnittee was actuall7 invited b7 Connally to 

coim into the meeting of the Senate Conrnittee and to tell them what 

tbey had told him and Senator Wagner. Fortunately they did not accept 

this invitation. 

The Senate Committee final ly got down to the business of considering 

our resolut i on. tet tinius , w~ ., · .... s expectri , -dW aet es■ rs 
/) 1 

i d ~,.. 

dent. Instead of which a. statement was-...\, the statement which was 

finally issued by the State Department the following Monday, stating tba.t 

the State Department regarded action on our resolutions as undesirable 

because of the international situation. This made no impression on the 

Conmit ee. - ~; ~~~ t ~~- • 
Senator ConnallT prios~hat e reso utio~be tabled • . This 

• I ~ I 

was defeated 11-8./\.At this point, and before Senator Wagner could move 

for a direct vote on his resoluti6n, Senator Vandenberg proposed a sub-

stitute. This substitute eliminated reference to tbe word •JewighH in 

the phrase "Jewish people" and "Jewish Comnonwealth"• ant 1n •*•• 111@1rd1 

1 t •a.a an imprar•••• en t.be 01 lglna:I: 1 a sel:•t•. Because of all the 

delB7s and the confusions which bad taken place since the first meeting of 

the Comnittee on November 29th, because of the intensive campaigning which 

Lessing Rosenwald and his group did among the Senators ln the interim, and 

because some of the Senators had become convinced that the Zionist leaders 

themselves were divided. in their support of the Wagner-Taft Resolution, 
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of this ~reement and in view of the President's position, the Senate 

might defer action on the ground that hearings 
M,. ~ ~ ~~~,,.,,...,--. 

not yet been held before that bod71or l'that the Senate Foreign Relations 

Comnittee might vote out the Resolution,with the understanding that it 

would not come to the, flo~r of the ~e .... r.te for final action..-4 ~ ~ . 
- .... . -' ., '\ 

The Corrrnittee w ch . sent down thought well of these suggestions 

and an appointment wae ma.de with Stettinius to see him imnediately. As 

I understand it, the Committee made it clear to Stettinlus that the 

Zionists were not pressing for action, that pressure came from the Senate 

Conmittee itself. Stettinius informed the Committee that as far as the 

House was concer.ned, he was in no position to say aJ1Ything. A.s far as 

the proposed suggestion to the Senate Conunittee was concerned, he himself 

thought rather favorably of the idea -- said that he would telephone 

Connally, a11d as I understand it, suuested that the Committee should 

go to the Capitol and see Connally. But Senator Connally refused the 

~ suggestion out of hand. He told our people"t~t was not the wq the 

Senate Cormnittee did business. Connall7 was confident that he had tbe 

resolution on the slcids, since there had been an at;reement reached with 

Dr. Wise, and the very presence of the Committee i~dicated to him that 

his plan and that of the State Department was working out quite aatis

f'actoril,7. Other members of the Senate Comnittee, which was in session 

while your conmittee was hovering outside its doors, were fully aware of 

what was going on. The Zionists were divided The Jews themselved didn't 

know what the7 wanted after high-pressuring t em
1
to act in ehalf' ~f t_he¥Qg.a,

4 ~--dk.. ~ oN'a. C.,1/~ 4A,.-tt.- 0-~ -~ 
resolution • .."-,,..1. ,,...,"-" ~-~h Y-9-"''- ""'Y'°) ~ oi,.. $, ~t;::; I. 

Senator Wagner and Senator Connally were called out of the meeting 

t lit t 1 d t 1 Aftd~s e., stiona bv vour o sen o propoaa s an coun er-proposa s - ~ ~ 

" 
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Conmittee for dropping the whole matter, while in the adjoining room , ... 
Senators of the United States were waiting impatiently to act on our 

resolution. The Senators were standiJ18 by while your 

were in the n8'tt room trying in ~-~ner 

representatives 
~ 

to prev~- action 
/' 

on the resolution. Your comnittee was actually invited by Connally to 

col!W3 into the meeting of the Senate Comnittee and to tell them what 

they had told him and Senator Wagner. Fortunately they did not accept 

this invitation. 

The Senate Committee final ly got down to the business of considering 

id A o~. tet tinius , w· ~ , s expectri , . d.W ■el ■ e■ s: 

t s >miss wt\it 1:td-m tbe requested formal stateme from the Presi-

finally issued by the State Department the following Monday, stating that 

the State Department regarded action on our resolutions as undesirable 

because of the international situation. Thi s made no impression on the 

Conmit ee. Senator Connally pr,.~os~ that e reso utton,;2>~ .. :abled. _This 
- ~0---- - -· ~ • ~ ~ ~ ...... ,-. ~ t / fj,-..,Vfl \ 

was defeated 11-8. AA.t this point, and before Senator Wagner could move 

!or a direct vote on his resolutiin, Senator Vandenberg proposed a sub

stitute. This substitute eliminated reference to the word MJewish" in 

the phrase "Jewish people" and "Jewish Oomnonwealth"11 ant 1n •*•• ••8•r4e 

1t •1110 •• l.~rf'Rlo••• en t,be 01tgl'hal 1ue•l•t•. Because of all the 

dela7s and the confusions which had taken place since the first meeting of 

the Conmittee on Bovember 29th, because of the intensive campaigning which 

Lessing Rosenwald and his group did among the Senators in the interim, and 

because some of the Senators had become convinced that the Zionist leaders 

themselves were divided in their support of the Wagner-Taft Resolution, 



some of them ca.me to the conclusion that a "watered-down" resolution 

might be the ea.siegt way out for everybody. Several senators who had 

previously told Wagner that they would go down the line with.him, swi 

over to the VBA4j\nberg u~at;ltute. Jt ~ 

~~ ~•~~ • JL 
e telegram which the heads of the partt'les sent to the Senators 

asking that the word 11Jewish11 be retained before 11 Comnonwealth" had, I 

am afraid, the opposite effect. It served to point out to the Senators 

the major point of conflict and disagree~nt and ma.de them more war• of 

it. The point had up to that time not been raised by 8J1Yone but Senator 

Austin ...... • 

Another unfortunate thing about the telegrams was that Dr. Goldstein 

chose to make his telegram public. This served notice on the Jewish 

public that the Zionists of .America had accepted the lying interpretation 

which Lessing Rosenwald had placed on the resolution, as it was adopted 

by the House F~reign Affairs Committee, as a victory for the Council for 
, p~ . 

Judaism Ii was public acknowledgment of a Zionist defeat, when in reality 

it was not a defeat at all but a great victory for our cause. Lessing 

Rosenwald 1s group which had suffered one defeat after another durin& the 

past year, and for whom this action in Congress was the final and crushing 

defeat, naturall7 seized on the straw of the elimination of the word "Jewish• 

before"Coamonwealth", to try to rehabilitate itself and to show to the 

world that it had scored a vietorj. Tbe Zionists, through their President, 

by accepting Rosenwald 1s utterly perverted interpretation, fell into a 

t~ee;rern. I a 

ttrt1·«.. 
~ 

Tbe Vandenburg subati tute was carried 10-9. ~ the closeness 

of tbe vote, it was agreed that Senator Vandenberg and Senator lagner should 



meet together sometime before 2:Z.O Monday afternoon and in the meantime 

see if they could work out a phrasing of the resolution satisfactory to 

all. 

I reported this action &l taa QeaaM9•• to your Conmi ttee which had 

come to Washington. I told them that it may yet be possible to get a 

phrasing of the resolution which would be satisfactory to us. We agreed 

that it would be desirable to call a meeting of the Executive of the 

Emergency Council in Washington for Monday morning prior to the final meet

ing of the Senate Foreign Relations Comnittee. I requested Mr. Lourie to 

call auch a meeting. 

That same afternoon I met with Senator Vandenberg, who was not fully 

aware of all the iq>lications of his substitute motion. He felt that the 

word 11Jew11 aJld 11 Jewisb11 appeared six times in the preamble and in the 

resolution, and that to him it appeare~ so~Q~~ .:oo 

S8'1"•ed readily to the suggestion that the1f~;oiuti 

rovocative. But be 
.... ~ ...... t 

shouldread~"Resolved 

that the Senate re-affirm the action of Congress on June 30, 1922, and in 

conformity therewith, advises the President to use his good offices to 

the end that the doors of Palestine shall be open for free entry of Jews 

into that countr7 and that there shall be full opportunity for colonization 

so that they may as soon as practicable reconstitute Palestine as a free 

and democratic commonwealth. N He asked me to inform Senator Wagner that 

this revision was entirel7 agreeable to him. There was still the prospect 

that in further conference the word "Jewiah• might be substituted for •they•. 

That same afternoon I was called by llf. Lourie who said that Dr. Wise 

wanted . a meeting either on Saturda7 or Sundq evening to talk over the 

situation. I told Kr. Lourie that I had no objection if our friends wanted 

to talk over what had transpired. I pergonally could not attend such a 
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meeting as I had been away from~ pulpit for two successive Sundays and 

mu.st, ou.t of deference to~ own duties at the Temple, occupy~ pulpit 

week-end. Perhaps Mr. Lourie did not fully understand me, but this 

was taken to mean that I ha.d consented to a special meeting of the plenum 

of the Council. Wey nv con•ent was necessary in the first place, I a:>u.ld 

not understand, since meetings had been called by Dr. Wise during the 

week not only without my conBent, but in opposition to ID1' clear]Jr expressed 

wishes. In any event, I passed on through Mr. Lourie the request that no 

action should be taken since we ~et on llondsT in Washington and I ~ 
~ then have the opportunity to participate in the deliberations. 

A meetiD8 was accordingly held on Saturday night which I understand 

lasted to the wee hours of the morning. Attempts, I understand were me.de, 
Ot;ll 

to put through resolutions to repudiate me my action. Actuall7 no 

action was taken. 

On Monday morning, the Esecutive of tbe Zionist Emergency Council met ·. 

a tentative report. 

objection to the passage of our resolution. I need not now re-etate the 

reasons which I gave. The Executive Committee a&reed and, in so doing, 

reversed the decision taken at the unauthorized meetinf of the Council, 

December ?.thJ . , In~tead, our Executive resea:1e4 to reqfest teiti~iu.a 

- ·----
(an appointment with him had previousl.7 been made b7 Dr. Wise) to issue 

a statement _ (a} that his appearance before the Senate roretgn Affairs 

Conmittee in opposition to our resolution is in no wise to be construed 

as indicating that the State Department is not in accord with the line 

of clear policy laid down b7 the President on October 15th, and (b) 

iand:....here tae o•a.8,••il lloxt le aot before. •) ...that if we agreed to the 

.. 



deferrment of our resolution the State Department would raise no ob

d be re introduced in the_p.ext Congress. 
-. . 1t ~~'l,(u. 

~~--~f75m:roi"ecltitif second part ,and k m1 .- i:Hall,- a.greed to 

eliminate it. It was then suggested that I accompany Dr. Wise to the 

interview with Stettini s. Dr.Goldst~in and Mr. Shulman joined t 
9 V\ ~ ~ , ~ . W t ~ ., .. ~ _ 

dslegation,/<llr• Stettinius thought favors.bl.¥ of the suggested stat , 

ment and said that he would take it up with the President. Dr. Wiee 

said that he would send him a corrected draft of the suggested etatement. 

It was now an hour or two before the scheduled meeting of the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee. The Committee met at 2:30. 

QD by Wagner and Vandenberg was presented, and while the committee •as 

discussing it, Mr. Stettinius made a second appearance before it. He 

brought a personal plea from the President not to act on the resolution. 

,/ He read, too, a telegram which had been sent to the President on November 

19th, from a group of Moslem societies in Cairo. A copy of this telegram 

Mr. Stettinius. at the request of the President. forwarded to Dr. Wise alld 

to me on December 13th. It had evidently ma.de a great impres~ion on the 

President, for echoes of it are found in his letter to Senator Wagner. 

The telegram reads as foll01rs: 

"To tbe President of the United States 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House 

Washington. 

1. The Arabs, who are anxious to maintain cordial relations with 

\ America, do not wish to attach great importance to certein declaratiims 

regarding Palestine which were made during the recent political campaign, 

for they- rea.lize, on the one hand, that these declarations were made in 
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abnormal circwnsta.nces and they consider, on the other hand, that the 

declarations contra.diet the spirit of justice sponsored by you and by 

the noble American Nation, and are prejudicial to the cause of peace for 

which .America is fighting. Moreover, they are contrary to the right of 

Arabs to 11 ve freely in their own country. 

HThe American political campaign is now over, and Arabs expect you, 

Mr. President, to dispel their fears, restore their faith in Americen 

Justice, and draw closer the bonds of friendship planted by American 

schools and nurtured by Ameriean teachings and doctrines in the Middle 

F,ast. 

"2. No country in the world has suffered a greater injustice than 

Palestine. From time imnemorial it has been an Arab country. Jews 

entered it as invaders and only occupied it for a short time; for they 

were constantly at WaJ' with the aboridines, and other invaders soon drove 

them out until the Arabs, more than thirteen centuries ago, finally libera

ted the country and settled it. 

11 3. Palestine is, by the will of God and the patriotism of its people, 

an Arab country and will forever remain so. Seventy million Arabs, supported 

by three hundred million Moslems, are determined to redeem it with their 

lives. Neither the Balfour Declaration, nor the declarations of statesmen 

and the power of Zionism employing various measures of force and coercion 

can change the course of histoey or dissuade Arabs from defending Palestine 

and checking the tide of Zionism. 

11 4. Arabs have always sympathized with Jews in their afflictions in 

past, mediaeval and modern times, and history bears witness to this fact. 

But Zionism has met this kindness by conspiring against Arabs and attempting 

to wrest Palestine from them. This has naturall7 led to feuds and bitter 
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feelings which have left no hope of reconciliation or mutual understand

ing. 

115. The project of installing Jews in Palestine will undoubtedly 

lead to permanent conflicts which will not only cone to an end by one 

people destroying the other, not only in Palestine but in the whole East 

as well. This fact is worthy of your attention and the attention of all 

those who are anxious to establish universal peace and tranquillity in 

the future. 

11 6. Arabs cannot believe that Democratic Ametica is capable of 

helping usurpers, encouraging injustice, sacrificing her reputation, 

repudiating her mission in this world, discarding her friendship with 

the Arab world, and foregoing the moral and material interests which she 

has in Arab and Moslem countries, all for the sake of a race which is 

widely scattered in the world, and which onl7 r elies on the power of money 

for the realization of its designs. 

"For the above reasons, Arabs meeting in Congress hope that you will 

uphold them in their own country and that .Zionism will be given no support 

by you, 7our Government or your people. 11 

ff (Signed) 

THE ARAB UNION SOCIETY, 
Fouad Abaza Pasha, President 
Assad Dagber, Secretary General 

THE YOUNG MEN'S MOSLEM ASSOCIATION, 
Dr. Dardiri, Secretary General 

EXECUTIVI COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
.iRII PARLIAMENTARY UNION CONFERENCE, 

Mohnmed J.ly Allouba Pasha, President. 

EL-IKH\YAN AL-MUSLIM:Im, 
Hassan El-Banns., President. 

MJSLEM SOFIE SECTS, 
Shaikh El-SaYed Ahmed Al-Balcr1, Pre1ident. 

HIGHER COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE OF PALESTINE 
Hamed El-Meligui Bey, Secretary General." 



Stettinius stated to the conmi ttee that the State Department •IIM: 

assume full responsibility for the deferrment of action. This had the 

effect of persuading some of the Senators, and a resolution to postpone 

action for the time being was· carried by a vote of 11-8. It is signi

ficant that in this vote of 11-8, the ~ilWrii"-Uil.......,il,.Mo,,lr(iHI had to include two 

votes of absentee members, one that of Senator Glass, who has not been 

in the Senate for nearly two yea.rs. 

How the members of the Committee actually felt a.bout the whole busi

ness is indicated by a Round Robin which twelve of the Senators -- seven 

Democrats and five Republicans, constituting two-thirds of the Senators 

who actually participated in the Segate Foreign Relations Conrnittee meeting, 

signed the very next day. This declaration read as follows: 

"Although the Senate Foreign Relations Comnittee, at the 

request of the State Department, postponed action for the time 

being on the Palestine Resolution, we wish to record our own 

personal approval of the Resolution which calls for the f~ee 

entry of Jews into Palestine and full opportunity for coloniza

tion so that the Jewiah people may as soon as practicable re

constitute Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth." 



Suppose what had transpired in the last few weeks had not taken 

place. Suppose nothing had been done in connection with our Resolu.-

tions in the House and in the Senate. What would have happened? The 

Resolutions would have died in the present Congress. It is naive to 

assume that nobody would have ma.de any inquiries as to wcy the Reso-

1 utions were not aeted upon. The whole country had been stirred up 

to the very la.st days of the present Congress to demand and to expect 

action. As I indicated earlier, to the very last days telegrams and 

petitions were pouring into Washington, many of them from the hands 

of Zionist leaders, pressing for action. Some satisfactory explana-

tion would have bad to be given. What could we say? That we regarded 

the President's statezoont on October 15th and the political platforms 

as sufficient and there was no longer any need for the Resolutions? 

Then wey in the world did we lceep on pressing for the Resolutions after 

October 15th with the full lmowledge and approval of the Zionist Emergency 

Council. Why did the ZOA Convention in Atlantic City, following the 

President 1 s sta.tement • ask for Congressional action? Wey did we ask 

Congressmen and Senators all over the country to pledge themselves 

before election to vote for our Resolutions? No, that explanation 

would not hold water. We would then have to s~ that the State Depart

ment and the President bad requested us to defer action and that we 

complied. This would have called forth-.. indignant inquiries as to 

w}q the State Department and the President asked for deferment; the 

same indignant inquiries which are now being ma.de and on top of it the 

Zionist leadership would have been roundly- condenmed for having consented 

to such action. 



-

Our enerrd.es certainly would have made maxinn:un c apite.l of the 

situation. Congress, in spite of all the urging and pronpting of 

the Zionists, refused to act. The Arabs would have hailed iha.t as 

a great triumph, for they bad appealed directly to CongresA not to 

act on our Resolutions and Congress colll>lied with their r 

Anti-Zionists in the United Sta.tes would have~~~•* .. ~•lrftflll!l:W 

earn o••at ef this major defeat. 

But how do we stand now as the result of what has transpired in 

the last few weeks? There was no" rejection of our Resolution by the 

Congress of the United States. 
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~: Prior to that moment, we had the pre-election promise from the President, which unfortunately many persons here and abroad had discounted as an election promise. The Arabs bad done so publicly and repeatedly. No, as a result of what happened in Washington, we are entitled to take the position that there ia now a new connitment by the President through the Congress of the Un ted States, on the basis of which that bo~ was persuaded not to take action of it own. His intervention could be Justified only on that assumption. If wisely and skilfully utilized, thi1 development can be used as a most effective means to urg the President into action. ithout such urging he ha not moved in th paat and le not likely to move in the future. 



rJp y O t S ·rogues 
l!.s.~~~~ ... ~'.Tt~~it"""t;1inj~- l;:) ri::iI\,;rT'vd. to .bo I 0-J:1bdr of 

th s com::1i ttas 'Nhi \.! h l.! ". ll~d upon Mr . stcittiniu5 to r~ qu~st th ·. t 
st?i.t 2msn t . Th~ r-Jply of Mr . Ststtinius 'i /~1.s not giv~n iri ,;riting to 
the C ounl! i 1 , but or·.-~lly to Dr • Goldrx. nn ' '. nd. Dr • Ji s -J vl h J h·tp .. .J n Jd. 

to b8 l.! ?.ll ing on tho 33...:rct -. ry of st· .. t3 on ,~noth r · r.iission . Dr· . 
Goldm....:.nn ssnt m::,; the follo,;ing r.1 .... oor ... ndum 2. f .:_;v1 d.· .ys 1. tur: 

'' .1r . st s ttinius l! ·.~ lled Dr . Wis,.,.. ~~ nd r.1s into his ro )□ bufor-... 1. .... -Jtine1; 
with ths d.sleg.:J.tion . H;:3 told us th~. t hJ had b0on in toueh ,ii th th-3 
Presidsnt 2.bout tho sts.tamsnt vlhil!h v1c h~.:d su6gusL.;d hs should issu8 . 
He said. th:~--t the Fr os ident vr:1s in !L vury b (:..j ood but: :· .us,:,; 'i>'S h:....d 
g~ne 2.he·~~d with tho Resolution ·~ nd inst1J·.d of ~l!qui us \.!it1 L i o his ru
ques c to hold th0 u:1ttsr up for tho tirJ0 being , h:~.d sought to bring 
pr2ssur-J to be .~r through the .Ssn;~te . H~ f:Jlt th .t th:.; Zionists h ::-~d 
1 o s t c o of i J s n I.! 8 i n hi CJ , ·u1d Mr • st 8 t t i n :. us said th· : t i n th 8 I.! i r <.: um -
S t ·.:. n ~ 3 S i t VL. S j if f i <.! U 1 t t O d i S I.! U S S S U I.! h q U -J S t i On S V Ii th hi '.11 rt t th i S 

tirn2 . It v1ould not b-8 possibl e./ for hi:i (Mr . S . ) to issu.J tht3 lstt0r 
suggested . '' 

I was surprised :1.nd disturb .. d by this r:;port for in e1y tv;o pr 0vi ous 
cont :t \.!CS wi th Mr - ststtinius til e r s 'il~.s no indi1.; ~.tion v1h· ··. tso0vur 
gi von th .t th8 Pr.::sidJnt iv:::.s in q v 0ry b-::1.d □ood or th'='.t h b fJlt th''.t 
the Zionists h~d lost <.!onfidJn~s in hi □ • • 

h--~ t II in H . ~onv ¥-r • .. info.vr: tion" 
- .-...,._....., ... .,.""".~ ...... ~ .... - : s ·t-...:r2 ":m n • 

1qt ·· i- , ho 1-ed -- o. 

In prap2r2tion for my offici~l report to the Ernergenl.!y Counl.!il , whi~h 
w~s to be given on Dsl.!Jmb ~r 20 , ~nd in ordsr not to do ~ny injusti~e 
e i thar to thJ 0Bl.!r0t ... ry of St::~ts or to th~ Presidont , I f.1'~Ja inqui1·i ~~ 
as to nheth ·::; r this r:-Jr:1O1• .:~nduu of Dr . G~ldm::.nn ...:orr J ...:tly rcprJs-:.;ntod 
wh::it Mr . stattini us h ~1d S~\id , :·~nd 'Jlh,:,, thsr p-..3rh:~µs he h·~d bo0n r.1is
quotsd, or misund-..:1·stood . 

I rat:ei V0d ~1 r::.Jply to thJ effu t.:t th~~t Dr . G.Jldc .. nn I s t:1..;:..10r~.ndu1.i 11 ·,1"'~s 
not qui tG in :..c<.!Ord~n~3 1di th ths SE,h:rot itry I S rd~Ord • r:;:'h:... S-31.!l'v t ·.ry 
told Dr • '.'✓ iSJ tti ·. t no h.~d bc::...n i n t -Ju <.:h ·,iith the Prcsi 0nt .s hu h:"'.d 
off,:;red to do rug::~ rdin 0 ths stEiteuunt 11hi~h Dr , ·.- ✓ isu ~i. nd Dr . Silv-...r 
h .. d rJqUuSt8d hi..1 to r.1 ·Lk8 . Th.:. r.:.; .c.;tion th:~t Mr • .Stvttinius obt··-invd 
w ,s th ·~.t the FI•t:Jsidunt fslt th·.t this group sh ould h~~v.., <.: onfid,-:;nc.:o in 
his h:lndling of th-J [.1:!ttJr :tnd th:lt it \/OUld not bG r.ppropri ·. tc for 
Mr . St.attinius to issuo tho st~.te □ent . l~r . St8t tinius 1sksd Dr • VJis ...: 
if h 0 ·;,ould bo go.Jd e n ough to give this inforr.1.ti.)n to Dr • Silver • " 

This, of 4-!ourse , is r'. radii.:nlly difft::rant v;_;rsion f'rJr th:it of Dr . 
GolJm~nn •s . There is nothing h 8ru nbout the PrJsident being in~ 
very b·1d mcud , or feeling th--~ t the ~i oni sts h ~.d lost e onfid0n~e in 
him , But R~.1'9~~-----~...__..;.i;,...Q~W~~~~~~~.z.._~ ...... ~lrC::to-rrr!rl'ttr....,..-.-:,,: 



As far as the President is concerned, future events will show that 

The President, by his action forcing Congress to postpone our 

Re~olution, has publicly assumed a solemn and grave responsibility towards 

our cause in the sight both of Congress and of the .1merican people. In 

so many words the President told Congress, thrOU&h his Secretary of State 

who spoke in his nane; "Leave the entire matter to m,J Don't do a.eything 

yourself l I will take care of the matter fully! You can trust me to 

look after the interest of free Jewish imnigration into Palestine and of 
I 

the Jewish Coarnonwealth when the proper time comes". to this moment 

a pre-election promiae 

had discounted as an 

election promiae. 

President to the Congress of on the basis of which that 

bo~ •as persuaded not action of is clear that this 

greatq atrengtbens position vi9-a-vis the Presi if wisely 

exploited, 

to prod t 

will 

this latest development as a most effe 

into action, without which prodding be has no 

It is therefore tactically false on our part to unload all the re

sponsibilit7 for the deferrJDent on our resolution unto the State Department, 

which as we ell know is quite innocent in the whole matter. On the contrary 





it shou.ld be clearly and widely stated that it was the President him

••lf who asked for the deferrment on the ground that he felt that · such 

action at this time would embarrass him. He may have been wrong in 

thinking so. Some of us believe that he was wrong. :But that was hi• 

judgment. He bas promised -tcrCongress _to look after our interest• at 

the proper time. and because of this promise Congress was persuaded, 
~ against it~1'111, to postpone action on our Resolution. The President 

has asked that we have confidence in bim. We ■ball now eagerly and 

earnestly wait for the fulfillment of that promise. We would feel out

raged if we were let down, but we do not expect to be let down. 

This ia cl•arl7 the line to follow in our press and in our propa

ganda -- not to heap abuse on the State Department or on Mr. Stettinius 

who, as we know, acted only as the mouthpiece of the President. lor to 

shield the President by spiriting him out of this drama in which he waa 

the chief actor, nor by flagellating ourselves or attempting to 1acri

fice this or that Zionist leader as a scapegoat for sins which we did 

not connit. 

What has transpired in recent weeks should help further to clear 

awe3 in ou.r OW1l minds, as the responsible leaders of our Movement, 

certain delusions about the President which some of us have chosen to 

entertain and some of us have so a11siduousl7 cultivated throughout the 

years. 

The President is not sold on Palestine. He does not understand 

our Movement. I doubt whether he has read a single memorandum which we 

have sent to him. He ent•rtains towards our Movement the same attitude 

of general good will and uninvolved benignanc7 which he entertains towards 



a dozen other worthy causes, but having no intention of pressing for 

them vigorously on the international scene. Engrossed as he is in a 

global war, he cannot be counted on to go out of his way for us unles 

he is goaded and prodded into it by the pressure of public opinion and 

by a real and earnest insistence on the part of a determined and not 

easily appeased Jewish conrnunity. 

The President wishes to let the Palestine issue ride as long as 

possible, perhaps until the end of the war not only in the lest but . 
in the aast. In this be probably shares the views of Churchill. In 

some vague way he hopes some day w~n be meets Ibn Saud to make some 

~uid pro 9Jl01 arrangement whereby the Jews w11J!,#get something nice• 

in Palestine. He does not know at the moment when he will meet Ibn 

Saud and what he will ask of Ibn Saud when he meets him, as far as 

Jewish Palestine is concerned. When the meeting finally takes place, 

if ever, the President is likely to be guided, I am afraid, by the ex

perts in the Near East Division who as you know are bitterly anti-Zionist. 

The President is still greatly impressed with the uaited Arab opposition 

to our Movement and the fact, as he wrote to Senator Wagner, "that there 

are a half-million Jews in Palestine t.t11etMF rn1JJ1on •1:» YaDt 

there are 
'\.,,A.. \,4 

fl8JD8s." 

Moslems out to cut 

fuel to the 

We 

to talk 

portunity to sit down with the President and 

tion. The 

• and the political 

we made in October 

obtaining anot r message for a ion1st convention. I 

of the situa.

direc

into 

to this 

FW 32: (Bottor. ) ct ally we have never had an opportunity to sit down with the 
President and to d iscuse wit him adequately the Palestine question and the po-
li tlcal realities of the situation. e had expected to have such an opportunity 
in August. !ut it didn't come off. The last attempt to do so we made in Octobe , 
at your direction. The purpose we had in mind, the purpoae which I certainly had 
in mind, was not erely to secure another mes age, however good, to a Zionist 
gathering; but to attempt at long last to come to grip w1 th the problem of official 
policy and to explore with th~fresident th directions in which he might be in
duced to moYe. That plan al ~arri d through no fault of mine. I will refer to 
the presidential sag a little later on. 



~uagg a ltttle lateP cm. 

The President will,I believe, in the last analysis, follow 

Churchill's lead. He is not likely to talce the initiative or go be

yond Churchill. Unfortunately Churchill has cotm to feel strongly 

the oppo~it ion t o 01ir cause Jithi~ his own tlabi et, hi.A own r:\l" n 

within military circl s . e is turning for support and reinforcement 

to the United States and to President Roosevelt. One of the rea~ons, 

you will recall, which moved many of us at one of the meetings of our 

Emergency Council to want Congres~ional action was the revelation in 

Dr. WeiznBnn 1s letter reporting on his last interview with Churchill 

how eagerly the Prime Minister was waiting for American show of support. 

President Roosevelt's present grasp, or lack of grasp of our problem 

and his unwillingness to move energetically in our behalf - for it is 

action in Congress, action which could do nothing but strengthen his 

hands -- do not auger well for us. We will not improve the situatiin by 

stifling all criticism of the Pre~ident, by shielding and Justifying him 

on all occasions. This, I am afraid, is whut he has come to count upon 

in all his relationE ... the Jewhh people. His Administration did!~ ~/ 

~ Qo nothing
1
during these tragic yea.rs in the :field of rescue and refugee 

help, in spite of the great clamor which we ma.de, but the Jews of America 

ctiiicized everyone but him. Wey should it be difficult to get the Z1onist8 

to adopt a similar attitude! In my humble judgment there is need fo1· a 

franker, more realistic and down-to-earth relationship between the President 

and the Zionists of the United States -- ~ new rel~ionship which might 
G. ~-~ .<.,- ~ '3,. ....... ~ ~ ~ ~l) cJ.. 

have come long Si;O but :rJ. ~d-=ra.shioned and b .... ~,.,rr;~:"11:h a lanut r 
Washington which went by the name of political action and statesmanship ___ ~_ 70-f; 

I .. 
\ 
I 



j,,.}L:,o.J.xtWY' 
Our only hope lies in makill€ the President

1
,rea ize that the 

Zionists do not and cannot approve his failure and that of his Ad

ministration to act for five long years on the infamous White Paper, 

that they are very unhappy about Jlits ukase to the Senate not to act 

on a resolution which called for the free entry of Jews into Palestine 
, -'() 

and for a Jewish Commonwealth, that they f\submi t / to his Judgment with 

jr:a••• ■ad misgiViJ18~ that the Zionists have a right to know what 18 

' 
in the President's mind and in the mind of the State Department with 

reference to Jewish aspirations in Palestine. The hour is late, the 

air is full of plans, proposals and counter-proposals. So far we have 

Those who BaJ' that our political strategy is to keep the President 
-QJlJ\..cn. 

alW83's sweet-tempered, to explain away bis every Mw&a .. • and bad Judgment 

in relation to our cause, and to sq117ea11and11 D81" 11whenever he says"yea"or 

"nq~ are in nv humble Judgment terribly in the wrong. To criticize the 

President is not to attack him. He is being criticized by friends and 

b7 members of his own party frequently for what they regard as wrong 
I w ,: I, 

policies or bad appointment,
1
or political -&lundera_. So is Mr. Churchill 

criticized by his friends frequently. The President will gain respect 

for us and will lend a more attentive ear to Uf if we grow in independence 
~ ·~~ 1 ,~ 

and in ~~nsistence on what we believe morally due us. The 

President must be made aware that there is a critical J'lltlca-nt to satisfy, 

an appraising eye and an uncompromising determination on the part of the 



Jew• 1n ,m lllited State a aAd aon-Je••. as ell, who want to ••• full 

Juatlc• ,o Jewlah Paleetlne, and count upoa the Prealden, becauae ot 

\he g rave conrnllraen,a he hu raa.de end th• re1rnonalblllt7 which he baa 

Yoluntar117 aaaumed to do hie utmoet to ... that thl• Juatlce ia done. 

The Jew11h and Anglo-Jewish pres~ abould be urged ,o malnlaiD. ■uoh 

a arltlcal a,tltwi• nol aloae \owarda what h ha ppeaed in recent ••eka, 

but aleo ~b&t will happen ln the tmure. '?mr-e -., be aA ead. to 

pol_!,ll~al idol worahlp and to ,actlca ot apoloeetlc• aD.d ahleldlng. 

e must always be in mind th t the President· cons antl subject to 

o lictin
0 

pressures o all ind fror a 1 quarter on all subje t • is a -

c s omed to it; it i h's aily bread. !oreover, e e as red by o 

hi m bes th' t he con antl takP.~ th r s ure nd in"lu nc 'nto 

hi tion is often the compo ite re ltant f variou pressures. is 

na ur al ; h t 1 s hum n. n • s is true al o in h t at ~ r of • al tine . o not 

deceive youroel ve . p t fro1 s h pres ex rt frou1 t · m to time, th r 

ar always ot e pr hich o adv rs e tin 0 in on form or n-

ot er. s, iti ... h inf u nc r -Z st, J is _t.,·on 

and the Pr 's letter of Dece1ber ~r r cl· 1 ct. t 

i tu t on. . yone reall th" tha if Zion p w r r .mo , 

ld 
0
ain b] it? Or old not the in v abl t co b'n d con-

tin o p s ure rol ou a v r ar e o d p f rth 

a ~ ~om pro-Zion· · t 1 ne? 

I t e ly that ther .. b no ul de ta..."1.d-

I do not a ac t at deal t th him tac tles ly. 

s U1' a w m a i t fro t r. e to t rne ~ t b 11 

elycons ' dee t es rod. It1:us b leitmate..._t,{~ 

no on ill o action b ongr ss, rep t n in b-

ha t the m elf aid only f e ee~cs earl i r, could be 

re arde by any r pe • on ing nrea on. :bl r n ro r • On the 

cont ary, t e vet by the ins ton not r onabl in the ci UI -

c • Int. s atter it i ho are t gri v party, not th id n, 

r . oo v 1 t a a rea onab e an ust hi lf recognize thi to b true. 

i th only positi n hi c n t as lf-r ect ng men nd r presenta-

tiv o~ a elf- sp ctin5 mov m nt . 

ABl10I 
12/11/fA 
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What bas transpired in Washington in the last few weeks points up again 

the consequences which flow from dual or multiple leadership in our Emergency 

Council. I am persuaded that had the conduct of our affairs been left in rrq 

hands and had the members of this body remained united behind me, we could 

have accomplished both objectives, persuaded the President to change his 

mind, and had the resol tionslopted by he Congress of the United States. • 
0 ' ; 

/~ I t ,- ,: -~........ u,... ' . "' • .,., .. \ ,. " ' . V i"~'" ...... :ll' 

Ueavage and cross-currents in our ra.nks/md tQe competition; for control and 

prestige led to serious crises in our Council before. 

Last Auguilt I felt constrained to send in my resignation to this body. At 
. 

that time it was the case of Dr. Goldmann carr~ on independent political work, 

forestalling us and getting in our way. In October it was the case of Dr. Wise 
tl.-t,; w~-- r:f >, 
who ~~fagain without the authority of the Emergency Cowicil, in fact in clear 
-~5i.....:-

-eowztervention to the instruction of the Emergency Council which was that the 

ZOA should not request a message from the President for its Convention but that 

the contemplated interview with the President should be devoted to a serious 

discussiln of Palestine, the threat of partition, etc. A request for an inter

view with the President had been made by Dr. Wise a.nd nvself. Dr. Wise on his 

own, and without my knowled&e, arranged for a private interview with the Presi

dent at which time he requested a statement to be read at the ZOA CONVENTION. 

As reported in the papers the following morning, the statement which he received 

from the President was a thoroughly bad one. It read that the President, 

AB a candidai!, gives his full support to the Democratic Party plank, with 

emphasis on the words "as a candidate", upon which the President insisted, as Q 
,_ learned later on. It was only by quick thinking and quick action that I 

obtained that very day a full endorsement of the Jewish Commonwealth and a promise 

to work for it if elected, from Governor Dewey. whieh forced t be hand of the 

President and made him revise his position twici with Mr. Shulman and others 

spending close on to $4oo. in telephonic comnunications with Senator Wagner and 

the lhite House to achieve the result. Tbe letter to Senator Wagner which was 



' 

~ 
~ead at the Zionist Convention wasl\no letter.a.tall. but a composite of telegrams, 

coopies of which you may be interested to see. This letter which was hailed 

and for purposes of our propaganda, it was most desirable to bail as a great 

political triumph, was -nothing more than a pre-election promise wrested by 

force from an unwilling President. That his heart wa~ not in it, that he would 

have preferred not to have issued it, is evidenced by his determined opposition 

six weeks later to have the Congress of the United States endorse the position 
~ 

which be publicly- took on October Ji5lh. ,.,4, e,,. ~ -Ii, S,...J;;. \v',.,..,.... i ~- V 

That entire episode was the product of unauthorized and independent action 

on the pa.rt of Dr. Wise and a few of his confidante. It was Plso secretive, as 

far as I was concerned. Dr. Wise informed me neither of his going to the White 

House, of what he waa going to discuss with the President, nor after the meeting 

what :00 had discussed with the President. Dr. Wise to this day has not given 

an explanation to the Emergency Council of wey m went in countervention to the 

Council's instru.ctiln, and what transpired, nor why he did not inform the Executive 

Chairman of what had transpired. At the meeting of our Executive on October 12th, 

some of you expressed your indignation at this procedure but not those who are 

today so much agitated at what they regard a contravention of a Collilcil decision. 

There the matter rested. No actionwa.s taken. 

A similar unfortunate situation which led to considerable embarrassment 

occurred in J'ebruary of last year, hen at the instruction of the Emergency Council 

as of January 13th, an appointment was requested with the President. Such an 

appointment was finally arranged for us for Wednesday, February 2nd. We were 

at that time greatly disturbed by reports which reached us from London of an 

imninent announcement of a new policy for Palestine based on partition. But . 
Dr. Wise who had a lecture tour scheduled on the Pacific Coait, asked General 

Watson to postpone that interview to February 14th. This was done without UV 

knowledge and without the knowledge of the Fatergency Council, some of whose 

membera greatly resented this fact. ~ ~ ·" Q~ ,:~._ f><e5it/e'Yt~ ,.,, /!9e.h. z. Cl..s 

C\<r,."\f'( ,fo,sil,~ t~c. fAt(. 'f tvr -re.~o[uft'o11 1tt1'Jli h-a.-e b~~rr -AiffrtR.,,f. 



Fu.rthermoret while w planning to see the President on Zionist 

affairs, Dr. Goldmann, knowledge of Dr. Wise, was negotiating with 

Judge Rosenman to have non-Zionists and members of the American Jewish Com

mittee included in this appointment. On February 3rd, we received a letter 

from General Watson, .lide to the President, stating that the President "bad 

agreed to receive on February 14th Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldmann, Mr. 

Monsky, Mr. Blaustein, Mr. Proskausr, Mr. Held." The letter went on to Sa.¥ 

1 I understand this conference has been requested of the President in order to 

discuss the continuance of immigration into Palestine and the settlement of 

the refugees therein. Will you please notify me of your ability to attend at 

this time?tt 

The Council voted that we should not attend such a meeting and the meetill8 

was finally called off to tbe embarrassnl3nt of every one. Working at cross

purposes, we had entangled ourselves in an unfavorable situation. We did not 

meet with the President until March 9th at a meeting which I requested, follow

ing the deferrment of action on our Resolution as the result of the intervention 

of the War Department. Thus, in practically every important activity of ours 

during the year, the duality or multiplicity of leadership resulted in confusion 

and frustration. 

When I assumed the chairmanship of the Executive of this Council, and co-

chairmanship with Dr. Wise of the full Council, it was w1 th the clear under

standing that the :pa:;\.lKea.l le:ed~la•p ut blle work of our Emergency Council would 

be vested with me. Tbere could not have been ai:q doubt about this thing in the 

mind of Dr. Wise for he had twice appealed to me in tba presence of Dr. Weizmann, 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lipsky and others to assume that leadership, because of the 

low state into which the political work of our Movement had fallen. I twice 

declined, knowing of the nucleus of opposition to me which existed within the 

Council. I was finally persuaded to defy this small grou.p for the sake of the , 



cause, to assume the leadership. 

which I addressed to him on July 

1J'r allkly, rDY_/ar Dr. 

matter than ~Dr. Gold 

.. 

I ma.de it very clear to Dr. Wise in a letter 

29, 1943, from which I am quoting: 

arn more concerned with your position in the 
r. ' 
h you and Dr. Weizmann approached Dr3 some 

months ago with the request to take over the direction of the political work 

of our Movement. You felt, as many of us have felt right along, that there has 

been an unfortunate confusion, in efficiency, over-lapping and cros s-purposes 

in our political work and that the situation called for complete reorganization 

and above all for centralization of authority. Both you and Dr.Weizmann as 

well as Mr. Lipsky and others asked me to take over this work. I demurred 

knowing of the determined opposition of some of the men who today control the 

administration of the ZOA. I told you that while I was -illing to fight for 

Zionism, I was not willing to start a fight with Zionists for the privilege 

of serving the cause. You appealed to me to t$e over the work on the ground 

that you yourself are heavily encwnbered with many other responsibilities, and 

are tired.( You offered me :,our lo:,el cooperation which I knew would be forth

coming, lmowing the whole-hearted support which you had given me as chairaen 

of the UPA, an office which you also asked me to take over from you ••• ) 

"When you. told~ yesterday over the telephone that you have been persuaded 

to retain the chairmanship of the Zionist Emergency Committee, I was somewhat 

bewildered. If it was your intention to remain in that important post, neither 

I nor anyone else would have considered supplanting you. The office 1s yours 

by right of service and achievement in the Movement. :But I a~s-wned all along 

that you earnestly wished to be relieved of it. It was on the basis of that 
_,_ ........ ..__ 

underetandin that I participated in the discussions in the last few months 

looking towards a reorga.nizat ion. If now you feel that you wish to retain that 

office not in an honorary, but in an adtive capacity, I wish you would let me 
. . 

know definitely, and in making nu reply to the draft letter addressed to me, I 



..__ V - ·c r O'-' I ~ 
Alre~.dy ::it th-3 Zionist Convantion in .\tl·~ntil.! City h-J .n r is littl-..: 
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h6'" rtJdly enj:.,1·s..J~ r.1y :"'..dcinistr .ti:)n, ~ ~· .. ll0d for -.. . ..;,:mtiuu ~~ti.Jn 
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t _:t , of eourse, I would ugr0J to th.J eli..-~inr1tiJt1 .J f th,.; ·;1 r s 11 unJur 
the pr-3sont la~.--ership . 11 

Th0 zo.:l .' ·1r~1inistr·. tion hr~j :1. dif1. icult tir .• e :.t th8 p ..... 0nr~r:,- s..,s:::iion 
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.'.:!. nJ. bvg th8 dolug:-·t ... s t.J .... gr-:: .... to th .... :::> .. issi.JU f .,h,)S8 ·;1nr'" .J . But 
I anJ' my fri.:njs kn .v, ~. 11 ~.:lon~ t1h~~ t vr~s in th:.; :11irJJ of Jp . GJldst . .;in ~nj his ~liqu J . 

13) • ny v1ill r~l.!··.11 tho fight ·ahi 1.:h r·.~·v ·.t th-..: ~O ~ vonv __ ntion in 
! tl _nti~ City • .. b::iut ~y ~nnu:1.l r8port ·.rhi~h th ...... td:. i;1is c1·. tion ,;•:s 
d 2 t Jr□ i n,.:; d to s I.! h ~ J u l J • . t th 0 v -... r y v nd of th 0 C on v __, n t i on h ._:; n :.: J s t 
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thv y,., ·· r ., 



will say that Dr. Wise is head of the political em:,rgency work of the Movement 

and there is no need. for drafting me or anyone else• and that as far as the 

Presidency of the ZOA is concerned, I never sought that office, and I find 

opportunities for 11\V' Zionist services in other fields •.•• 

"I think the situation o 

be most shapply defined or it 

faced quite f a.nkly, and attitudes should 

11 lead to increased co fusion and bitterness 

which might culminate in another disastro s convention 1 e that of Pittsburgh 

and Detroit." 

So that when on August 9, 1943, Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein and I signed an 

agreensnt in Dr.Wise's study stating "that with the concurrence of all parties, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, for long one of 

the most distinguished figures in Zionism, will be sumnoned to leadership in the 

sphere of political affairs by becoming the co-Chairman with me of the .American 

Emergency Conmittee for Zionist Affairs, and assuming also the Chairmanship of 

its Executive Comnittee, the body responsible for the centralize~ direction of 

our political efforts", Dr. Wise knew fully what I meant by leadership He 

understood fully that I would not assume the role of a vice-President to him or 

that he would retain. the same authority in the political field which was his 

before he and others invited me to assume the political direction of our work. 

Un.fortunately, as soon as the reorganization of 
.o.v ~~~ --,-

results and new life was infused into it, Dr. Wise. his mind and progressively 
I 

during the year, bepn to re-assert his prima.:rz position, and towards the end, 

to act as though I was a secondary and almost negligible officer • I hav.e never 
' 

accepted Dr. Wise's unilateral interpretation of his role and mine in this Council, 

~ and I do not now. 

~ It 1s clear, however, that this body cannot~ longer continue to operate 

on tbat basis or we will be going steadily from bad to worse. 
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I would suggest that a conmitt ee representing all parties be appointed 

to look into this situation closely, to make a careful study of our organiza-
\· 

tional structure with an eye to ~ 1 
~ 

and
1
smoother functioni g 

of our Council, and bring in a report for our consideration. This, I regard 

as of vital importance. 
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