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THE AMERICA-FIRST PLATFORM

When Hitler first came on the German scene, many persons here
looked upon him as a crackpot who would be laughed off the stage
by the German people. Even when he came to power after a national
election in Germany, there was still a tendency both here and in
Europe as well to discount the international implications of the event.
Subsequent events, tragic events for the whole world, showed how
wrong that approach was.

Today in America, in the midst of a war to destroy Hitler and
all he stands for, we are witnessing a spectacle which, on the basis
of past experiences, we cannot ignore. We refer of course to the
recent convention in Detroit of the America First Party. There, at a
duly constituted American political party convention, a plank was
passed calling for the solution of the Jewish problem in the United
States. The plank was so deftly drawn that, were it not for the fact
that we know who the elements are comprising the America First
Party, we might almost pass it by as harmless. But the resolution, it
must be remembered, was really intended to conceal the official pur-
pose of the America Firsters. Their true intent was disclosed in a
rejected resolution, offered by a Chicago delegate, calling for the de-
portation or sterilization of American Jews. According to press reports
this resolution was violently applauded by the delegates. But Mr.
Gerald K. Smith, clever politician that he is, realized that a less out-
spoken plank would better serve his purpose. Hence, he over-rode the
less clever anti-Semites by sanctioning a resolution which said that
the America First Party recognized that there was a Jewish problem
and that it would proceed to solve it “honestly, realistically and cour-
ageously.” .

Thus in the midst of a national eampaign in which both major
political parties have pledged themselves to create a better post-war
world, we find a political party in America raising the Jewish issue.
This is dangerous stuff. We cannot afford to ignore it. i

THE MAYOR OF JERUSALEM

The sudden death of Mustapha Bey Khalidi, the Arab mayor of
Jerusalem, leaves the vice mayor, Daniel Auster, the acting mayor—
and presents a situation of much interest.

In the city of Jerusalem the Jewish population has for long ex-
ceeded the Arab population, yet never has the Mandatory government
seen fit to name a Jew to the post of mayor. It is of course no matter
of world shaking importance who is the mayor of a city, but it does
look like discrimination when in a city largely Jewish, no Jew is ever
given the high post. Such a condition of things cannot but bear out
the frequent contention that the British mandatory government has
been less than just to the Jewish inhabitants.

The Jewish vice mayor, Mr. Auster, is now the logical successor
to the post of mayor. He has long been connected with the Jerusalem
government. He is a man whose competence has been thoroughly
tested. A new High Commissioner goes into office in Palestine this
month. If Mr. Auster is ignored—if an Arab is again named mayor
of Jerusalem, it cannot but confirm the feeling among the Jewish
population of Palestine that the British have never acted and do not

|
|
!

propose to act in the spirit expected of a government which promul- |

gated the Balfour Declaration.

Give Their Money, Too

SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND
Men of the Jewish faith with the
_Eighth Fighter Command are do-
Ing more than fighting for the
liberation of Europe. They have
sent checks totaling $2,021 to the
United Jewish Appeal in New
York for rescue work.

Terror Renewed
In Palestine

Four Policemen Wounded
In Bomb and Gun Attacks

JERUSALEM (WNS)—A group |
of armed terrorists, believed to be
members either of the “Stern
Gang” or the Irgun Zvai Leumi,
two Jewish extremist organiza-
tions, last week attacked the Jaffa

had been placed along the road
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BETWEEN YOU AND ME by Boris Smolar

Political Talk

wl.'r.H ALL_ SORTS OF INTERNATIONAL
poht.w‘1 negotiations in progress here and in London,
we 168N from none other than Sumner Welles
that s€rious consideration is being given to the
purposal of settling refugees in Angola. . . . It will
be rembred that Angola was offered for Jewish

: settlement in 1911 and that this
offer led to a split in the Zionist
movement. . . . Mr. Welles is of

4 cept Switzerland has met its re-
% sponsibility with regard to ad-
- mitting refugees. . . . ! As former
 undersecretary of state he cer-
tainly knows best, especially since
he still held that post when the
Bermuda conference took place.
... Mr. Welles does not hesitate

BORIS SMOLAR
to say that the number of Jewish refugees admitted
to Palestine was pitifully small. . . . This attitude
reflects more or less the present mood of Wash-
ington officialdom, even though certain persons
in the Negr Eastern Division of the state depart-
ment are inclined to be more pro-Arab than pro-

Jewish. . . . As to Sumner Welles’ final opinion
with regard‘ to the solution of the Palestine prob-
lem—an opinion expressed after his book, “Time
for Decision,” was published—it is best for us to
quote exactly what he says. . “Many Jewish
1'efuge§S," he asserts, “should find a permanent
place in Palestine, if the bars to immigration a
lifted and if Palestine becomes an autonor
state, under an international trusteeship,
tuted after an agreement with the Arab
the Near East.” . . . Mr. Welles also bel§
many can find security and an opportuffity for a
lprosperous existence if the Angola and similar
projects materialize.
* % 3k

Propaganda and Facts

WE WERE A BIT SURPRISED TO LEARN
that a J:wish National Home has already been
established in Palestine. . And we learned it
from no pther source than the British Information
Servicesfn New York which is an agency of the
British fovernment. This agency has now
released & pamphlet entitled “Fifty Facts About
the Middlt East” in an effort to acquaint Americans
with the countries of the Middle East. . . . ! And
what do wr read there about Palestine? . .. We
are told that Palestine, “smaller than Maryland
in area,” was libérated from Turkish rule by Brit-
ain, which sta®d that it favored the establishment

the opinion that no country, ex--

there of a Jewish National Home. . . . “This Home
was established,” the British propaganda booklet
asserts. ..o Americans are then told that “many
riots” took place in Palestine between 1922 and
1939. . . . These riots “were connected basically
with the claim of the Arabs of Palestine” that if
the Jewish population continues to grow there, the
Arabs “would ultimately become a minority in their
native country,” the booklet explains. . . . It adds
that in 1937 the British government attempted to
meet the Arab-Jewish problem by proposing thé
partition of Palestine into Jewish and Arab states,
with a British enclave, but nothing came of this
proposal. . . . Therefore, the British Information
Service goes on to explain, the British government
issued i‘s White Paper in 1939 setting 75,000 as
the limit for further Jewish immigration into Pal-
estine without Arab consent.

It is worthwhile noting that while terming the
Jewish upbuilding of Palestine as being “remark-
ably successful, the booklet has nothing to say
about the Arab contribution to the upbuilding of
Palestine and to the war effort. . . . It admits that
the Jews have made desert land bloom, have de-
veloped the industry of the country, have gone for-
ward in health and education and have contributed
to the progress of the Arab population. . . . But
it concludes by reporting that the merging of Pal-
esfine, Syria, Lebanon and Transjordan into a fed-
tion is now under discussion.

* %k 3k

Storm on the Horizon

THERE IS A GOOD DEAL OF INTERNAL
strife within the American Zionist Emergency
Council. . . . Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of

the Council, insists that Dr. Nahum Goldman not
make representations to the state department in
behalf of the Jewish Agency as he does from time
to time. . . . Such representations .should be made
by the Zionist Emergency Council which is a body
of the American Zionist groups established for this
purpose, Dr. Silver argues. Supporting Dr.
Silver are the Mizrachi and the Zionist Laborites.
... The Hadassah representative in the Emergency
Council seems to oppose Dr. Silver’s views. .
The situation has reached a point where Dr. Silver
submitted his resignation. . . . Many leading Zion-
ists are trying to prevent a break in the ranks h
of the committee, since this would inevitably lead w

to a serious split within the entire Zionist move- m
ment in the United States. . . . ! As these lires are ga
written the ecrisis is at its height, since Dr. Silver is

is determined to withdraw from leadership if his Thd

the joint sponsorship of a group of ¢+ —
social scientists and the American |

Jewish Committee.

In a discussion which lasted two
days, the assembled psychologists,
psychiatrists, anthropologists, so-

work and public relations experts
pooled their experience and train-
| ing in various scientific fields in
an effort to measure and diagnose
active and potential anti-Semitism
as it exists today in the United
States.
*x X X

Some of those who participated
| pointed out that
Ifrustration and the compensatory
| “need for aggression” very fre-
quently find an outlet in anti-
Semitic feelings and attitudes
when favorable environmental and

divisional police headquarters and |
two police stations on the Jaffa-|
Tel Aviv boundaries with bombs|
and gunfire, wounding four con-|
stables, two of them seriously.

Before attacking the police sta-
tions the extremists sought to di-|
vert the attention of the police by
indiseriminate shooting and by
placing bombs at crossroads and
railway crossings. As the police
answered with fire the terrorists
threw bombs and other explosives|

at the buildings. One Arab police- |

man was taken to a hospital in a
dangerous condition. A Jewish con-
stable was seriously wounded. |

The police is reported to have
arrested six suspects. ‘

A police investigation conducted |
immediately after the shooting dis-|
closed, according to an official |
communique issued by the police|
authorities, that warning notices
in English, Hebrew and

Arabic!

from Tel Aviv to Neveh Shaan |
a.nd Abu Kabir. The notices were |
srgned with initials of the nation- |
alist military organization, the Ir-|

other conditions are present. To
{ counteract this kind of irrational
prejudice, it was suggested that
present methods of defense,, such
as appeals to fair play, justice and
reason, should be supplemented by

ciologists, economists and social |

gun Zvai Leumi, which has admit-|{a program addressed to the emo-
ted responsibility for a series of‘,tions, since it is at the emotional
shootings and bombings since last | level that prequdice takes root.

Students of anti-Semitic

| January as part of a campaign

against the British White Paper

| closing the doors of Palestine to

Jewish immigration.

The revival fol-

of terrorism,

lowing the recent attempt to as-f
sassinate the retiring high com-|
missioner, Sir Harold Mac Michael, |

1s viewed with anxiety by the Jew-

| ish population in Palestine. It is

feared here in Jewish circles that
continued acts of terrorism by ir-
responsible Jewish groups might
stiffen the British attitude toward
the solution of the Palestine prob-
lem and give the Arabs a weapon
for anti-Jewish propaganda at the

{ forthcoming Pan-Arab conference

at Alexandria, Egypt.

pro-
paganda indicated at the Confer-
ence that this propaganda was
largely composed of “stereotypes,”
which are slogans of images which
appeal to the emotions. Typical of
these “stereotypes” are represent-
ations of the Jews as avaricious,
satanically cunning, lustful and
subversive of the established order.
Counter-propaganda should op-
pose this conception of Jews as
being all alike, and should indicate
| that Jews, like other people, differ

!
|
|
|

from each other in character,
| temperament, outlook, ete.
¥ x x
It was Stressed that humor,

| properly directed, is one of the

of prejudice, since the replies col-
lected in these polls, which are
dictated by the conscious mind,
do no. indicate the potential anti-
Semitic tendencies of the individ-
ual. Moreover, since there is a
taboo in accepted public opinion

after be a United Nations’ trustee-
ship, with a group of at least two
major- powers combining with a
minor power. He criticized severly
Great Britain's mandate over Pal-
estine, mentioning the British
white paper, which excludes en-
trance of Jews in Palestine as

against anti-Semitism, many peo-
ple refrain from admitting the
feeling even when they have it.|
In addition, it was thought that

“placing property rights above hu-
man rights.”
e el it ot

terms are not accepted. ble
ball
{ ; 2= SR, R t]liil
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Psychology of Anti-Semitism CellerUrgesEndto .
- . ’ a1
Di d by Sociil Scienti fs'Brn‘ams Mandate proc
,scusse y OC’a C'en ,s Asks Dumbarton Oaks Meet }‘uolflile
The Causes of Racial Prejudice and Counter-Measures ’ To Change Palestine Plan way, t
To Be Taken To Overcome Problem Studied By Experts | (. cyingTON (WNS) — A you o
New York. (JTA)—The psychological causes of anti-Semitism and | suggestion that the Dumbarton war
the appropriate counter-measures to be prescribed for this social plague | Oaks conference put an end to Guild
were discussed at a closed Conference on Research in the Field of Anti- | Great Britain’s sole mandatory compa
Semitism, held recently at the Hotel Biltmore in New York city under | power over Palestine was made Colon
e AR ————— | last week in a letter by Congress-
most effective channels of appeal | ;man Emanuel Celler, New York Books!
| on the emotional level. This is well | Democrat, to Edward R. Stettin- -
known to anti-Semitic propagan- | jus, Jr., under secretary of state, a fort
dists, who have used the physical | and chairman of the Post-War that
characteristics of the Jews, cari-| Peace and Security Conference at comi
catured into grossness and un-| Dumbarton Oaks. A copy of the® the 4
pleasantness, as a continual ob-| letter was sent to Andrew A. liter
ject of ridicule. This weapon may  Gromyko, the Soviet ambassador. Hee
be turned against the demagogues, | Stating that the “mandate sys- L5
as in Charlie Chaplin’s “The| tem that emanated from the Acto
Great Dictator” and Walt Disney’s | League of Nations turned out to bool
anti-Nazi projects, which were | be a dismal failure,” Representa-
recommended for study. tive Celler suggested that in the of ¢
| The subconscious element in future the mandate over any coun- by ¢t
| anti-Semitism was given as one | try be intrusted to a condominium of A
e eq] | TEASON for limiting the validity of of two or more states. He recom- Sem
psychologica polls or public opinion surveys mended that the mandate here- cent

the polls are not flexible enough

Nominates Carusi
WASHINGTON—President

to measure different types of ? ; t
roups and individuals 2oosevelt has nominated Ugo Ca-
S - - o - » . ® =
. & & rusi as commissioner of immigra-

The Conference was informed
that, according to experiments re-
cently conducted by the Institute
of Social Research, people with
pronounced anti-Semitic tenden-
cies are also usually anti-demo-

cratic and inclined to accept the

tion and naturalization. Carusi has
served as executive assistant to
five attorney generals.

through the press, radio, pam-
phlets, etc.,, which are imperson-
ally directed towards the mass of
the population, but also by reach-

fascist point of view. This recog-|i,o the leaders of various groups,
e : s 1 " £ .
nition implies that the fight such as labor, business, churches,

against anti-Semitism, may link

people as closely as possible with|

the fight for democracy and all its

women’s organizations, ete.
The Domestic Defense Coordi-
nating Committee of the American

implications, the conferees de- jewish Committee has assumed
clared. the task of integrating the results
It was also the consensus of | of\ the scientific studies into the

opinion that prejudice should be
only

combated not by appeals

general working program of the
Committee,
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Eight Compete
In Sweetheart
Dance Contest

Eight Kansas City girls are vie-
ing for the honor of being selected
as the A.Z.A. “Sweetheart” at the
tenth annual Yom Kippur dance
to be held Wednesday night, Sept.
27, in the arena of the Municipal
Auditorium. Johnny Coon and his
orchestra will play for dancing.

The eight contestants for
“Sweetheart” title are:
Bernstein, daughter
Mrs. Lou Bernstein;

the

of Mr.
Betty

and
De-

Audrey |

" LEONARD TIBER
Dance Chairman ’

Witt, daughter of Mrs. Lillie De-|
Witt; Carolyn Galitzky, daughter |
of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Galitzky; |
Shirley Klevatt, granddaughter of |
Mrs. Rose Klevatt; Shirley Laner,;’
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard |
Laner; Marjorie LaVine, daughter |
of Mr. and Mrs. Ted LaVine; Do-
lores Weiner, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Albert Weiner; Evelyn Yaf-|
fee, daughter of Mr. Joe Yaffee. |

The dance is being sponsored by
Chapter No. 2 of A.Z.A. and the

and Maurice Apple, respectively,
are presidents of the organiza- |
tions. The affair has a two-fold |
purpose. Proceeds will go into the
Boosters and A.Z.A. war service |
funds. Chanukah gifts will be pur-|
chased from these funds for A.Z.A.
and B’nai B*rith
ice. Secondly, the dance is
to seleet the “Sweetheart.” Helen
Brenner was chosen last year,
Shirley Peltzman in 1942 and Ev-

elyn Green in 1941.
— ’,k
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Hungary Reneges
On Its Promise

Authorities Continue to
Arrest Jews for Deportation

STOCKHOLM (WNS) — Hun-|
garian authorities and gendarmes
are arresting Jews in Budapest for |
deportation despite the recent|
promise given by Regent Horthy
of Hungary to King Gustav of
Sweden that Jews would not be|
deported, according to reliable in-
formation reaching here.

Perturbed by the report that cat-
tle trains with Jews were seen
leaving Hungary to unknown des-
tinations, the Swedish government
is preparing to make an official
inquiry for the reason of the re-
sumption of the mass-deportations.
The belief is current here that the
withdrawal of Rumania from the
war had prompted the Nazis to
exert more pressure on Hungarian
authorities for the removal of the
Jews.

(The Hungarian Information
Office in New York this week an-
nounced that it had received a
cable from its London office con-
firming the report of the resump-
tion of mass-deportations of Jews
by Hungarian authorities. The ca-
ble stated that it was not true that
“these deportations are being car-
ried out only by the Germans.”)

- ——

WASHINGTON—The treasury
department has given a citation
to the Zionist Organization of
America for “distinguished service
in behalf of the war finance pro-
gram. The ZOA _sold 65 million

dollars in bonds within 30 days:

of the Fifth War Loan.

In response to a plea from

serving “somewhere in the Southwest Pacific,” for a Torah to be

used in religious services, Will

Street, the Bronx, (right above) presents a Torah to Rabbi
Nathan Witkin of the National Jewish Welfare Board. The
Torah is on its way, through regular Army channels, to Chaplain
Martin M. Weitz, whose jungle synagogue is attended ragularly

by Seaman Gross.

/—-

Page Three

—

"Royal” Creations in Furs
The LATEST STYLING in

FUR COATS — JACKETS — SCARFS

“ROYAL" creations are
outstanding in styles and
values.

Convenient Terms
Cash — Layaway —
or 10 Months to Pay

For FUR VALUES
Ted Rosenberg Al Finkel

210 E. 11th St.

his son, Seaman Louis J. Gross,

iam Gross, of 227 East 203rd

Decrees Restoring Confiscated

B’nai B'rith Boosters, Ruby Zet'flProperfy fo be Issued in Ifa,y )
ROME (WNS) — The special+ =

commission of the Italian Ministry |
of Justice, which has been study-|
ing the problem of restoring to|
Jewish owners the property taken|
away from them under the Mus-|

5 & . ) ] e : B,
seling sEie,—has-submitted its| Pecame American citizens, or who !
findings and drat f proposed de-| Pecan citizens By joming thel
crees for approval by Allied legal American army, would st have
experts. It is estimated here that /| P€e€! nsidered Italian tizens.

- 5 m 3 P : +} 4
approximately 30,000 Jews had he new measures provide that
persons who had voluntarily ac

been deprived of their property by
the Fascist regime. i
It had originally been planned to |
defer the enactment of the resto- |
ration measures until all of Italy
has been liberated. But Italian eco- |
nomic experts advised the authori-|
ties that the restoration of the
property at this time would speed
the revival of Italian trade and in-|
dustry and facilitate the rehabili-|
tation of the Jews in Italy. _
One of the thorniest problems|
the authorities faced was the ques-
tion of the disposition of property
that had been deliberately trans-
ferred by Jews to non-Jews as a
means of avoiding confiscation un-
der the racial laws. In such cases
the claimant will have to prove
that the transaction was not a
bona fide one, but that it was
made solely with the intention and
understanding of avoiding confis-
cation.
The Italian Ministry of Justice
is expected to issue within the
near future a set of decrees and
instructions pertaining to the man-
ner in which claims are to be sub-
mitted for consideration and the
'manner in which claims to owner-
ship are to be proven.
Simultaneously it was disclosed
that the Ministry of Justice had
revised an earlier decree, under
which Italian citizenship was to
| be restored to all persons who lost
the privilege under the Fascist ra-
cial laws. The revision is intended
to correct a provision which would
| have established a status of dual

citizenship for many persons af-
fected by the old dec: se. Under the |
old decree for example, several |
hundrd Italian Jews who had emi- |
grated to the United States and;

quired citizenship in other coun-
tries can become Italian citizens
again only by making application
therefor and by relinquishing their |
adopted citizenship.

At the same time high officials
here expressed doubt that many of

Open Thursdays and Saturdays Until 9

UALITY

P i

Almost overnight, it appears,

everyone has become quality-conscious'
The woods are literally full of stores
screaming to the high heaven that
they are ""returning’’ to quality.

We are, therefore, doubly proud

because we have never left it!
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; Main at 19th
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4 % >

the stranded stateless Jewish refu- |
gees here would avail themselves
of the offer to become Italian citi- |
zens. .
These officials based their npin-‘l
ion on the fact that life in Italy
for years to come will be so hard
as to discourage the settlement of
people who are seeking means of
economic existence. There are be-
| tween 2,000 to 3,000 stateless Jews |
in Italy. I

- ‘_,¥__,A___.
Name Commissioner

London. (JTA) — The Colonial
office announced this week - that
Field Marshal Viscount Gort has
been appointed high commissioner
for Palestine and Transjordan,
succ.eoding Sir Harold MacMichael. |
He is governor and commander-in-

chief in Malta, { |
: Viscount Gort, who becomes the |
sixth  high commissioner since |

Britain assumed the mandate over
Pa!gstine. was Chief of the Im-j
perial General Staff at the out-
break of the war and later com-
manded British troops in Krance
until Dunkerque. He was governor |
of Gibraltar before being sent to |
.\Ia]t~a. As chief of the ;:(-m-ra]‘1
staff he visited Palestine during |
vtl};)ig.Arab riots in the winter of

All Fathers
want to do everything they can
to give their sons and daughters
the best possible start along the
|} highway of life, and unquestionably
, one of the finest aids in that direc-

tion that any young man or lady

BUY NOW AND SAVE!

While We Still Have the Merchandise

K. C. Monument Co.
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15th St BE 0863
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can have is a policy of life insur-
ance, written for him at an early
age.

Call

Emanuel Spack

New York Life Agent
Vi 2090 LI 2146
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MEETINGIN A CRUCIAL MOAMENT IN AMERICAN ZIONIST HISTORY,
JOIN IN EXPRESSING COMPLETE DEVOTION TO YOUR EFFECTIVE
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INJURY IF YOUR ENERGETIC PERSONALITY AND LEADERSHIP ARE
REMOVED :AT THIS TIME, WE URGE YOU TO ATTEND THURSDAY'S
MEETING IN PERSON. WE BELIEVE THAT YOUR PRE ENCE THERE
WILL ENHANCE THE ALREADY GOOD POSSIBILITIES FOR A COMPLETE

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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JOIN WITH STAFF IN URGING YOU TO ATTEND COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY NIGHT STILL SEE FAIR CHANCE WIN VICTORY YOUR
PROPOSALS BUT FOR THAT YOUR PRESENCE INDISPENSABLE
EARNESTLY ASK YOU CONSIDER NOT HANDFUL OPPOSITION BUT
MASS OF ZIONISTS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY DEPRIVED OF EFFECTIVE
LEADERSHIP BY YOUR W ITHDRAWL THIS CRITICAL MOMENT AND
VITAL INTERESTS OF THE MOVEMENT WHICH WOULD BE SACRIFICED
IF NO POSSIBILITY OF COMPROMISE YOU SHOULD F IGHT RATHER
THAN LEAVE THE FJELD TO OPPOSITION BY DEFAULT THERE ARE
GREAT DAYS AHEAD DO NOT RELINQUISH LEADERSHIP WHICH 1S
YOURS:

EMANUEL NEUMANN®

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE




LEO R. SACK

September 15, 1944

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohic

Dear Dr. Silver:
Congratulations}
I am glad that you have met the enemy and they are

yours. I don't know all of the details of the amistice but
I am sure the terms were satisfactory to you, else they

would be looking for another Generalissimo. I hope you will
now be able to go forward with renewed vigor and energye

It would have been nothing less than tragic to the
movement, in my opinicn, bad the leadership been changed at
this time because insofar as I can ascertain, there is not
one in that group who is capable of doing the job that you
have done,

May I thank you for your very gracious note and ex~
press the hope that the New Year not only will bring joy and
happiness to you personally, but will see the triumph of the
cause for which we all are so devoted,

Ve i 1y, yours,




The American Zionist Emergency Council meeting tonight at 342 Madison
Avenue accepted the resignation of the Chairman, Co-Chairman and Treasurer with
appreciation of the services they have rendered, and then proceeded to a re-
organization of that body and the election of new officers.

Dr. Silver's resignation was accepted with an expression of appreciation
for his devoted services and his pledge of continued membership and service in
the Emergency Council was welcomed. Dr. Stephen S. Wise was elected the chairman
of the American Zionist Emergency Council. Mrs. S. W. Halprin was elected
Treasurer. In addition, the Council recommended to the Executive Committee
the establishment of a Committee on Implementation of Policy, to be composed
of a chairman, the heads or designees of the organizations represented in the
Emergency Council, and the chairman of the Council and the chairman of its
Executive Committee. In accordance with constitutional provisions, the
Executive Committee will at its next meeting elect its own chairman and the
cheirman of the Committee on Implementation of Policy, thus completing the
reorganisation of the American Zionist Emergency Council. Before adjourning,
the Emergency Council issued the following statement:

"The American Zionist Emergency Council desires to make it clear that

the controversy referred to in the public press does not involve any difference

with respect to fundamental Zionist policy or maximal or minimal Zionist
program, but is rather one of procedure, methods of implementation and the
authority of its officers. The American Zionist Emergency Council will go
forward with continued vigor and determination for the realization of its
objective =~ unrestricted Jewish immigration into Palestine, full opportunity
for Jewish colonization snd the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and
democratic Jewish Commonwealth. For this it will seek the active support of
the executive and legislative branches of the United States Government and the
good will of the American people."

December 28, 1944




At the time that I announced my resignation as co-chairmen of the American
Zionist Emergency Council and as chairman of its Executive Committee on December <O
I stated that it was irrevocable. I regret th.t so much controversy huas developed
over it, but I must insist upon the position I have taken, despite tne urging of my
friends that I reconsider my decision. My policies do not appear to have the support
of a sufficient majority of the membership of the Council as now constituted to warrant

my cont inuation in office.

My action has been prompted particularly by the position taken by the representatives

of one of the groups, the Zionist Organization of America. Despite the fact that the
National Convention of the Zionist Organization of America at Atlentic City, on
October 16, approved my policies by a unanimous vote, the present reoresentatives of
the Zionist Organization of America on the Council are committed to an attitude and
a course of action which make it impossible for me to carry out those policies
effectively.

I am deeply grateful for the consistent and loyal support which I have had from
the Poale Zion and Mizrachi Parties, from the Jewish Press, from the rank and file
of Americ.n Zionism znd the locul Z4ionist Emergency Councils everywhere.

I remain, of course, a member of the American Zionist Emergency Council and will
eagerly give the movement whatever help and counsel I can. My resignation will
leave me free to devote myself more effectively to Zionist education among our people
and the exposition of the Zionist program among the generzl public. As a private in
the ranks, I shall continue to advocate the classic Zionist program, which aims at
the re-establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonweslth and
a policy in which timidity, apeasement and backstairs "diplomacy" will have no
place. It is & source of great satisfuction that the last sixteen months of my
administration have been marked by substantiul progress for the Zionist cause in

our country. 1 trust that whatever differences of opinion have been in our movement --

and no great movement is quite free of them -- will in no way interfere with the

future progress of our historic cause in the days to come.




oAmerican Tionist Emergency Council

342 MADISON AVENUE
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Mr, Philip Slomovit:
The Jewish News

2114 Pencobrcot Bldg,
etroit 26, Michigan

Dear Mr, Slomovitsg:

I happen to have geen your letier of Februsry 20th to Mr.
Hayim Greenberg, and while I do not want to comment on the
general content of your letter there ig one matter of fact on
whiich I would ask your indulgence. You refer to the project
for securing the paesege of resolutions in the various state

leglrlatures, Tils projeci w tuaily iloitisted some time
in 1947 by Mr. Herman Shmlman, as Chairman of the Public
Helationeg Comnittee at that time, prior to the appointment of
Dr, Silver gs Chairman of the Executive Committee, The matter
s not of great importance, but I thought that for the record
you would wigsh to have the facts.

You will be glead to be:-r, If you already do not koow, that
in the course of the lsst few days North Carolina, Wyoming, and
yesterday North Dakota followed Michigan in passing pro-Palestine
resolutions, I enclose a copy of today's releace on the subject.

With kindest regards

Yours sincerely

O/‘ - - -
C(‘{ '(w \} ‘ Wtf
Arthur Lourie
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TO SEMD TO ZO0& PRESIDENT ZIONIST EMERGENCY
WAKT PUBLIC FOLLOW'NG TELEGRAM SIGNED BY
ZIONI3TS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY, QUOTE™ WE ARE DEEPLY

PERTURBED BY STATEMENTS OF CHURCHILL AND ROOSEVELT IN

RELATION TO PALESTINE WHICH HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY ZIONISTS it
‘BITH FEELINGS OF KEENEST DISAPPOINTMENT, THIS BLOW COMES AT 1L

WHEN WE HAVE BEEN WEAKENED BY A BREAGH I UR

1P AND REEULTANT gouraovzqs AMD ARE LSO susnwxnée |
DEPENDENT UPA CAMPAIGN. WE EARNESTLY WARH OF CRITICAL !
10N DEVELOPING WITH SEREOUS CONSEQUENCFS TO OUR
ANIZATION AMD ZIONIST CAUSE. PROMPT ACTION REQUIRED TO
EACH AND QESTORE T OUR MOVEMENT ITS FULL
JNITY AND SENSE OF GONFIDENCE. WE URGE EMERGENCY |
7O0A ADMINISTRATION 10{. AR
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Mr. Arthur L. Lourie

American Zionist Emercency Council
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, X, Y.

Dear Myr. Lourie

1. The Zionist Council of Detroit, representing ALL Zionist

parties in the city, at a meeting last nichs, after lengthy debate,

adopted a resolution deploring the crisis in the American Zionist
Emergency Council and decided to call upon the Council to recall
Dr. fbba Hillel Silver to active leadership in the Cougoil.

2. The Zioniet Council last nicsht elected Benjamin M, Laikin
8360 LaSalle Biwd., Detroit, %o succeed me as president, as I have
alresdy served 30 months--two terms of one year each being the
established precedent. I remaig in charge of Agerican Palestine
Committee and Christian Council for Palestine activities,

Please see to 1t that the first point in this letter is

brought to the attention of the American Zionist ey Om;:y’ ‘
, Yours cordially, m

' |
Philip Slomovits




My, Rarry shapire

Anoviean Zlonist Falicy GCormittee
68 W, 40nd Strect
Bew York 18, N, Y.

Danr Harsy
e enclosed spoaks for 1tedlf,

It was not o pood and not an easy victory. It required
moch debatej Grohnd s cronies were thewe but some of omr people
217 not show upi Fras was not prasenty I bad %o make a finad
plon for agtioni Kay was eplendid,

Grobn Peceived o tie vola on a substitute propom:d
andl mr vote licked 4%, Then we won 8 %0 7. Not so goofl, Now
the fight 49 on dafors the 0 distriet '!*wnr.‘.v night, I'11
ee: you inforned,

Lower$hall g article sppenrs in Ml 4n our current
issue, Several copies will de malled %o you. It involwed an

expence of four extre pagese-s 11¢tle over (200=but I an
#Aad to have Yoesn a'le to deo 4%,

Best resnis,

Yours

Philip Slorovite




April 6, 1048

Rabbd lLeon ram, President
Zionist Oprganization of Detroit

Dear Mabbi Frams

My position in support of ¥r, Kay's resolution wur tlhat UooI"
Silver Lo recslled to the leadorship of the Zionist

¢il is well mowm, It ia, therefore, &« sourve of deep rogn‘ to
me that 1 shall be unable %o attend ‘oniu'l meeting to outline my
views in supno»t of ths resclution., An emergency call to Was

ton where I have arranged for s meeting with Senator V.ndonborg

&« Zlordst Deleogation nooessitates my zoing out of the ocity this
evening.

"nrlng the thirty montha of my presidency of the Zienist Council of
Detroit, I have ooocassion to learn methods and proocedures in
Ziondst Policy. iy sssocietes and 1 on the Zionist Council hawe
loarned the meaning of firm sction under Dr. Silver as compared
with the weakness which preceded his uuhtnt“utun and which has
again set in, The crisis which was bruhl the moat de-
plorable intemal conflict lhad put an 0 that firwmess widoh
s neaded to pyotest tThe Lionist positien,

Those who know anything at all about the conflist whieh has set in
in our ranks know thnt the purge of Dr, Silver wes preceded by s
purge of some of the ablest men within the Zionist zation,

and that the entire issue was one of selfish political motives tuh
ought not %o be tolerated in our movemens,

¥e had begun s militant policy of guarenteeing the security of the
fioniet Novement., The o tion of Dvr, Silver tntnln.: E pu-ld
of despeir whioh gave enoouragement to the Apabs who have gone 8o

far as to threanten Jewish life; and has snoouruged the omlud
Zionisim in & hostile State Dourhoni—-h %o of the

have roceived from both politicel parties the overwhe m
of our Congress,

It is impossible in a drief note to state even a fraction of an
faportant case, but I offer you sssurance that as the person whe wes
slosest to the nnuoml ploture for thirty months, I have had oooa~
sion to learn which side is nilitently and dete able to

& good fight for our cause and whish s vacillating and

m'ﬁ. to F‘th bv

I strongly urge the adoption of Nr, Kay's resolution and if a proxy
vote 1is possible in its support, I vest 1t in you,

Sincerely yours,

@ Philip Slomovits
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ER\QlLiég)HAS DEFINITELY DECIDED TO ACCEPT THE NOMINAT ION AS
PRESIDENT OF THE ZOA., IN A LETTER TO EMANUEL NEUMANK WHO
URGED MIM TO ACCEPT THE NOMINATION, DR. SILVER SAID: ™ |

HAVE COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT | SHOULD NOT DISREGARD THE
PEMAND OF MY FELLOW ZI1ONISTS SO EARNESTLY AND REPEATEDLY
EXPRESSED. AT A TIME LIKE THIS FRAUGHT WITH SUCH FATEFUL
CONSEQUENCES TO OUR PEOPLE SONE OF US HAS THE RIGHT TO
NITHHOLD AUGHT THAT HE POSSESSES IF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE MOVEMENT wzbuvsuruou ASSEMBLED CALL UPON ME TO SERVE §
SHALL HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO ASSENT. | ALSO FEEL THAT ) OWE
IT TO YOU AND TO YOUK ASSOCIATES AND ALL WHO HAVE soon 50

| LGVALLY AT MY SIDE Dualue DIFFICULT AND CRITICAL DAYS 10
Aslut BY YOUR COLLECTIVE JUDGEMENT" MR NEUMANN IN HIS LETTER
*v% llvsx “ THERE 1S LITTLE DOUBT THAT YOU ARE VIRTUALLY THE !

é;;UNlNlUOUS CHOICE OF THE ZIONISTS OF AMERICA FOR THAT HIGH
* OFFICE. THIS, MY DEAR DR SILVER 1S MORE THAN A VINDICAT ION OF

YOUR POLICIES AND YOUR BRILLIANT LEADERSHIP. IT IS THE
£X’RESSION OF A PROFOUND CONVICTION THAT THE SUPREME INTEREST
‘QOF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTUKRE REQUIRES 1“‘7
f;YOU ASSUME THIS ADDED RESPONISIBILITY Y=

q@“{MWMLAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE waows compmasne s seaves

”ng*'v'ﬂ‘ B g v ) pw’ar( TR e
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FINAL RESOLUTION ADOPTED

The Program Committee reco.mends to the Executive Committee of
the American Zionist Emergency Council for favorable action the following:

1) All approaches to the American Government or its officials
on matters related to the program of political activities of the American
Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives of the
Movement only with the prior approval of the Executive Committee of the
Council.

2) Dr. Goldmann, as a member of the Executive of the Jewish
Agency, has assented to this view and jas agreed to act in conformity
therewith and in fullest cooperation ‘& the Emergency Council and its
co-chairmen.

3) It is agreed that the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council,
and Dr. Goldman confer betygen meetings of the Zxecutive Committee of
the Council with the view JEScarrying out the porposes of this under-

’Eﬁgniiggﬁgnd achieving the fullest measure of cooperation between the |
Tepresentative of the Jewish Agency in the United States and the /
Emergency Council. /

o’

-
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The “rogranm Co mittee reconsends t- the “recutive Comittee
of the Americen Zionist Esergency Council for fuvorable sction
the followings

1) A 11 spproaches to the imerican Governuent or its
efficials on matters relating to the yrogram of politicsl sctivities
of the imericen Zionist Esergency Council shell be unlertslken hy
representatives of the Novemenmt enly with the srior s prov:l of
the Executive Coumittee of the Council.

2) Dr, Golduanm as & member of the Executive of the
Jevish Agency has assented with this view and hus exyressed his
desire to act in conformity therevith and im fullest cooperstion
with the Fuergency Council,

§) Whenever matters related to the ,rogram of the solitlesl
activities of the Energency Council are twrought to the attention
of Dr, Golduamm im his copmeity s & meuber of the Uweoutive of the
Jevish Agency betueen meotings of the Execulive of the fnergency
Council «hich call for en L medi:te ay rouch to the Avericanm
Governnent or to its officials, Dr. Goldsann shall consult -ith
the co-cheirmen of the Dmergency Council, aud ‘ogether they shall
asgree on _rocodure as to who shall meke the approsch and in vhet
manner,

4) The officers of the Jewish igemcy in London sn® in
Jerus:lem shall be informed of t:is sction of the Amsric.n Zionist
Esorgency Council und shall be re ucsted to cormumicete in the
future “irectly with the ivericen Z“ionist “usergency Council on
all matters wideh relate to the politicel activities of the
Council,
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1. All approaches to the American government or its
officials on matters relating to the program of political activities
of the American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by
representatives of the movement only with the prior approval of the

Executive Committee of the Counecil.

2. To further the implementation of paragraph 1, between
meetings of the Executive Committee the co-chairmen of the Emergency
Council and Dr. Goldman and Mr. Lipsky on behalf of the Jewish

Agency Bureau will consult with respect t?,::7

. o P i .
T N ot - ——————

{f;z all emergéﬁcy maﬁférs or courses of action
not previously detergzgéd upon by the Emergency Council or
its Executive Committee which involve approaches to the
American governmentiiﬁgl_;>

Egii?wgii“;;tters relating to the program of
activities of the Emergency Council which come to the

attention of Dr. Goldman and Mr. Lipsky requiring

immediate action,

in order to determine what immediate steps should be taken concerning

such matters, by whom and in what manner.

3. Dr. Goldman haséas éd to the foregoing and has agreed
to act in conformity therewd#th and in fullest cooperation with the

Emergency Council and 4fs co-dhairmen.

'1%% It is understood that nothing contained herein shall

o

be deemed to limit or restrict freedom of action of the American

Zionist Emergency Council.




In the interest of achieving effective coordiration of

Zionist political activity in the United States and obtaining the best

resulte therefrom, it is hereby resolved that all approaches to the
American Government or its officials shall be undertaken by represent-
atives of American Zionism,or by representatives of the Jewigh Agency,
only with the‘prior approval of the Executive Committee of tue American
Zionist Hmergency Council. The representatives of the Jewish Agency
are requested to work in conformity with this view,and the offices of
the Jewish Agency in london and Jerusalem shall be informed of the

viewpoint of the Council with regard to this matter,
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People have forgotten the history of the establishment of the
Agency Bureau in Washington.

Dr. Weizmann had become greactly dissatisfied with the work of the
Emergency Committee as indeed had many other Zionists. He insisted upon
its re-orgenizetion. He could not accomplish his purposes. He asked me,
esrly 194%, at meetings attended by Dr. Wise, Mr. Lipsky and Nahum
Goldmann to take over the direction of the Emergency Committee ond the

)k political work of our Movement. I demurred knwing of the determined
opposition to me within the Emergerncy Committee. I told both Dr.
Weizmann and Dr., Wise that while I was willing to fight for Zionism I
was not willing to start a fight with Zionists for the privilege of
serving the cause. When Dr. Weizmenn realized that the re-organization
of the Emergency Committee could not be accomplished, he decided to
exercise his authority as President of the World Zionist Movement and
announce such a re-orgenization on his own authority, 2 plen in which
Dr, Wise, Mr. Lipsky, Goldmenn and others concurred. A meeting was
set for March 31, when this re-organization was to have been announced,
but on the day before the meeting was cslled off.

Subsequently, negotiations began with Shertok and the Jewish
Agency looking toward the establishment of a political office in
Washington which would be controlled by a political committee of American
Zionists. I was asked to be chairman of that commitiee, tul & determined
“opposition on the part of those forces within the Zionist Emergency
Committee, of whose opposition I was aware, made itself manifest. The

Political office was established in May, 1943, without the politicel
committee being announced, but, as it was put, "in cooperation with
Mr. Louis Lipsky and Dr. Wise," What this cooperation implied, was not
defined.

When it became clear to some of my friends that the work of the
political re-organization which, they, together with Dr. Weizmann, and
Dr. Wise believed imperative was being sabotaged by & handful of people
who did not represent the true sentiments of American Zionists, it was
resclved to challenge the control of this group. It wes then that the
"Movement to Draft Silver" for the presidency of the ZOA was initiated,
with the opposition backing the candidacy of Dr. Goldstein.

As a result of prolonged negotietions which went on throughout the
summer of 1243, an agreement was reached and mede public -— that I was
to assume the leadership in the sphere of politicuzl affairs of the Zionist
Movement in the United States by becoming Co-chairmen with Dr. Wise of
the Emergency Committee, and Chairmen of its Executive, as well as Chairmen
of the political committee, if such were to be called into existence, which
\Lﬁsuld supervise the work of the political office in Washington, of which

Dr. Goldmann was the director.

Early in the process of the re-organization of the Emergency
Committee, it was agreed that the Executive Committee of the Council should
function as the political committee. Goldmann's political office in i
Washington should thus have come under direct suthority of the Emergency

Council, as it was originally intended.




P> IS

< g But Goldmann by then had conceived of himself as the head of an
/ independent political bureau in Washington subject to no American control,
] responsible not to the Emergency Council but preswebly only to Jerusalem.
He has maintained this attitude ever since.

Had Dr. Weizmann succeeded in achieving the re-orgenization of the
Emergency Committee early in 1943, he never would have established the
political bureay/ in Washington. The explenation which was given by
Mr. Sheftok to the public when he announced the creation of the Washington
bureau was that®the public in the United States knows little concerning
Jewish aspirations and achievements in Palestine and that there was need
for better presentation of the Zionist cause before the United States
Government.'” The Emergency Council since its re-organization in
September has done quite satisfactorily in both directions. It is eguipped
to do even better. There is no need for the Agency Burezu in Washington
to carry on either of these two activities. It should limit itself to

\\ transecting business with Latin America and such other activities as do
\ not come within the program of the American Zionist Emergency Council.




[urm’c '/'JJ

It has been agreed by the Program Committee that all the
approaches to the American Government or its officials on
matters related to the program of political activities of the Emergency
Council shall be undertaken by representatives of the Movement only
with the approval of the Executive Committee of the Council or of
such sub-committee as may be designated by it.

Dr, Goldmann as a member of the Executive of the Jewish Azency has
assented to this view and has expressed his desire to act in conformity
therewith and in fullest cooperation with the Emergency Council.

It is suggested that the co-chairmen of the Council alone or
with additional persons designated by them confer with Dr. Goldmann
with a view to the procedural implementation of these decisions.

In view of the action taken the Committee expresses the hope
that Dr. Silver will withdraw the resignation he has tendered which
should not be made a matter of record.
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The ‘rogram Co nittee recortends $- the "recutive Coucittee
of the Awsricen T“iomlst Zuergeney Council for fuvornble setion
the followings

1) A 1} sgproeches to the iserican Covernuent or its
officials on zatters relating to the rogrsa of joliticsl sctivitles
of the ivericsn Tionist Tuergency Coumcil sbell be untertaken by
represantetives of the Hoveuemt enly =ith the rior a urowl of
the Txecutliwe Comittee of the Council,

&) Dre Goldvnnn as & mesber of Lie Tvecutive of the
Jarish Agengy has acsvented «ith this view and les e ressed his
desire %o act in conforgity thorevith and in Dullest coopar:tion
«ith the Tuergeney Council.

g) Ghenever matters reloted to the .rogras of the solitiesl
cctivities of the Suergengy Council are ‘wought o tue attention
of Ore Coldsarm im his cujselity as a weuber of the Fxecutive of the
Jesiah Azency betueen meotings of ths Fxeeulive of the “verpency
Counell «ideh call for e L nedi:te sy voueh to e Averican
Covernuapt oF to its officials, Dr. Goldoann sball consult ith
the co=choliruen of tue Tnergency Council, «xd together ey shall
sgifee on  secedure 28 to who shall nere the syproseh nnd in vhed
Hanner,

4) The officers of the Jewish Jgeney in London zu’ im
Jorus lem shall be inforued of t:is sction af the Ansric.rn Sionist
Tunopgengy Council «nd shall be re ussted 4o exmunicute ip the
future “irectly with the imericen Jionist Tuergency Council on
all ssttars «'deh relate to the politicel activitioes of the
Council,




At the time that I announced my resignation as co-chairman of the American
Zionist Emergency Council and as chairman of its Executive Coumittee on Deceumber 20
I stated that it was irrevocable. I regret th t so much controversy has developed
over it, but I must insist upon the position I have taken, despite the urging of my
friends that I reconsider my decision. Iy policies do not appear to have the support
of a sufficient majority of the membership of the Council as now constituted to warrant
my cont ‘nuation in office.

My action has been prompted particularly by the position taken by the representatives
of one of the groups, the Zionist Organization of America. Despite the fact that the
National Convention of the Zionist Organization of America at Atlantic City, on
October 16, approved my policies by a unanimous vote, the present representatives of
the Zionist Organization of America on the Council are committed to an attitude and
a course of action which make it impossible for me to carry out those policies
effectively.

I am deeply grateful for the consistent and loyal support which I have had from
the Poale Zion and Mizrachi Parties, from the Jewish Press, from the renk and file
of Americ n Zionism und the locul Zionist Emergency Councils everywhere.

I remain, of course, a member of the Americun Zionist Emergency Council and will
eagerly give the movement whatever help and counsel I can. My resignation will
leave me free to devote myself more effectively to Zionist education among our people
and the exposition of the Zionist program among the generzl public. As a private in
the ranks, I shall continue to advocate the classic Zionist program, which aims at
the re-establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth and
a policy in which timidity, apeasement and backstairs "diplomacy" will have no
place. It is a source of great satisfuction that the last sixteen months of my
administration have been marked by substantial progress for the Zionist cause in

our country. I trust that whatever differences of opinion have been in our movement

interfere with the

and no great movement is quite free of them —— will in no way

future progress of our historic cause in the days to come.






