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President Franklin D. Roosevelt authorized Dr. Stephens. Wise and 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, on March 9, 1944, to issue the following statement: 

"The President authorized us to say that the American government 
has never given its ap~roval to the White Paper of 1959. 

"The President is happy that the doors of Palestine are today open 
to Jewish refugees .and that when future decisions are reached, full 
justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home, for which 
our government and the American people have always had the deepest 
sympathy and today more than ever, in view of the tragic plight of hundreds 
of thousands of homeless Jewish refugees." 
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Th de9Perate plight or •8.D7 •111.iona ot rafuaee• or all 

nat1onal1t1ea and oreeda baa aroused th ooapaaaionate interest _ 

or the Allerioan people. The ar Refugee Board wae created b7 ae 

in order to• cure the illlledi.ate re•cue ot •• ■any' refuge•••• can 

atill be aaYed.. 

he attention or the world he• eapeoial.17 been directed 

to the terrible o laa1tiea wb.ioh have OTertaken the lewa ot &.urope. 

Bitler•• prograa, designed to aoc0111pliah their 0011plete •xte!'llinetion, 

haa r ady reaul.ted 1n the death, under condition• ot incredible 

brutalit7, of ■illion• ot ••• woaen and children. 

Blandreda ot thou.sands, perbapa •illions, ot those who will 

81lrt'1Ye will vieh tor the opportunit7 to rebuild their shattered 

11Yes ong their own people in Pale1tine. ortunatel.7, that oount17 

h • a1.r .. d7 deaonetrated it• oapaoity to baorb large nubera or Jewe 

•• the reeul.t ot the r-rk•ble pioneertna etrort ot Jewiah settlers 

during the laat aneral decades, •••i•ted by the generoua aaterial 

contribll~iona ot their tellov J eva throughout the world. Thia IO:rk 

ot upblilding, vhioh haa been a aapiricent ex•ple ot what oan be 

achined onl7 bJ ■en dedicated to an ideal, ha• been ot benefit not 

onl7 to the Jewtah bllt alao to the Arab inhabitant• ot the oount17. 

0Gr people and our OoYer1111ent haYe long had the deep at 

e7■pat~ for tbe age-old aspiration ot the lewiab people to recon-

1titute their tional Holle 1n Pal atine. Ye oan nner tor1et that 

our Oovernaent w•• consult d and pve its run aupport and approYal 

to the Balfour Deolar tion. Thi• vaa later oonriraed b7 tbe • aotion ot 

the Ooncr••• ot the United Stat•• 1n a Joint Reeolution unantaoual.7 

adopte on June 24, 1922. The Mandate tor Paleettne, wh1oh waa 

ap rowed b7 the 11 ••bar nation• ot the Leap• ot ationa, we• allO 



oonti.rlNd bJ the rltiah- en.oan Con• ntion ot 1924. By thie 

agre•ent our Oo•emaent gaYe 1ta u•ent to the designation ot Oreat 

Britain a1 the Mandato17 Power charged with the obligation to 

taoilltate the 111111grat1on ot Jeva into Paleetine and their oloae 

aettl•ent on the land. 

The new polio, vhioh vaa announced under the Britiah lfhite 

Paper of 1919 would prohibit in the near future all tlirtber levieh 

illlaig:ration into Paleatin• and place• drae\io r triotlona on Jewish 

lan uroba• and aettl•ent and.perpetuate• a ainorit7 atatua tor 

Jewa their ow ational Holle. Thia policy ha• never been aooepted 

by our OoYemaent. (It is-, o:>ttlSml'I hope, shared, I beline, by 

Prlae Miniater Oburc:ihill, vho• deep and •JJIP•thet1o interest in the 

upbullding ot the Jewtah National H011e 1• a aatter ot reoorcl, that 

the door ot Palestine will be opened tor he tree entr:, ot Jewa 

that 0011m~17 end that there 1hall be full opportwut7 tor oolon1•tion 

and econ 10· dnelopaent 10 that thq ■aJ oont!nue the upbullding ot 

their at1onal Holle 1n aooordanoe with the intent and purpoae ot the 

Balto«r Declaration and the Mandate tor Paleatine. 

he di•tingu.iabed Britiah and Aaer1oan atat•~• who participated 

in the fr 1nl ot th••• hiatorio doomaat• baYe aade it indubttabl.7 

clear vhat their intent and purpo•• were. Preaident wuaon atatecU 
I ' 

"I aa p reuaded that the Allied Ration•, with the t\ll.l.eat conOIIITe.DCMt . 

ot ov Oldl Ocwernaent and people, are ap-eed tbat in Pal••~in• shall be 

laid the foundation• or a Jewieh 00111J1onwealth. • Thi• r•ain• the fixed 

purpose or the Amerioan people. 



, -
f I 

I I 

Draft 13 - 8/17/44 

Message to the President of tbe United States. 

The American Palestine Committee, founded b7 Senator Robert F. 

Wagner and the late Senator Charles L. Mcl&r7, SJ1d coq>r.ising senators, 

congressmen, state governors, educatora, and other leaaers of American 

public opinion to the iwmber of more than 4,000, through its hecutive 

Colllld.ttee urgea the Government of the United States to take action to 

avail itself of the opportunit7 which has arisen for the imnediate res-

cue from12reecution of maD.1' thousands of Hungarian Jews, •n, women and 

children. In countey after countey of ltazi occupied Eu.rope, the a laughter 

b7 the Bazia and their satellites of their Jewiah inhabitants has been 

pursued with systematic and ruthless brutalit7. Todq tbe fate which has 

befallen ,tbe Jewa of Gerlll8.D1', of Poland, of Csechoslavalcia and of the 

Baltic countries, also threatens the Jews of Hungary, the largest remain

ing Jewish cnJ11DUoit7 in Europe. 

The Government of lhmga17, in response to an aroused world opinion 

including that of our awn people and Government, has ahown itself ready 

despite lasi pressure• to permit the departure of all Jews in poaeeeeion 

of imm:lgration certificates tor Palestine, and of all children up to the 

age of ten with visas for unoccupied Europe and overseas. But even these 

concessions will be useless unless 1omediate action 1• taken to g1 ve 

effect to the prospects of rescue thus opened up. We therefore respect

fu.117 urge that the following eteps be taken Without del&T• 

1. That the GoverDIDl9nt of the United States aaeume the Wtia

tive in formulating fortllrith an effective reecm program which will faci

litate the removal of Jewa from lfallcar7, alao if possible from other Bitler 

do lld.nated landa, b7 all available meall8. 



2. fhat the Government of the United States uae its good 

offices to aecure the immediate grallt by Great :Britain, irrespective 

of previous policies, of immigration certificates into Palestine for 

all Hungarian Jews who can be rescued. Pending their per1181lent settle

ment in Palestine rescue camps should be established for them there, and 

we urge further that our Government be empowered to finance the transpor

~ation of such refugee inmigration and to provide all facilities as~ 

be in its power to offer. 

The oppress•4 Jews of EuJ-ope look to you, Mr. President• for aalva

tion; tbey look also to non-Jewish ~ricans like ourselvea for auch aid. 

ae we m,q give them in tbeir distress. We are confident that under your 

leadership a rescue program can be carried out which will provide thie 

tortured people with new life and hope. 



/ 
COPY OF TELEGRAM 

Hon. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

August 18, 1944 

The .American Palestine Committee, founded by Senator Robert F. Wagner n.nd tho lute 
&enator Charles L. McNary, and comprising numerous senators, congressmen, governors, 
educators and other leaders of .American public opinion, to the number of more than 
4,000, through its executive council urges the Government of the United States to 
take action to avail 1teelf of the opportunity which has arisen for the imJ'llediate 
rescue from persecution of many thousands of Hungarian Jews - men, women and children. 
In country after country of Nazi occupied Europe the slaughter by the Nazis and 
their satellites of their Jewish inhabitants has been pursued with systematic and 
ruthless brutality. Todey the fate which has befallen the Jews of Germany, of 
Poland, of Czechoslovakia and of the Bal tic countries also threatens the Jews of 
Hungary, the largest remaining Jewish community in Europe. 

The Government of Hungary, in response to an aroused world opinion including that 
of our own people and Government, has shown itself ready despite Nazi pressure to 
permit the departure of all Jews in possession of immigration certificates for 
Palestine, and of all children up to the age of ton with visas for unocrupiod Europe 
and overseas. But even these concessions will bo useless unlessimnediatc action is 
taken to give effect to the prospects of rescue thus opened up. Wo therefore re
spectfully urge that the following steps be taken without delcy: 

l. That the Government of the United States assume the initintive in fomulnting 
forthwith an effective rescue program which will facilitate the removal of Jews fro~ 
Hungary; also if possible from other Hitler dominated lands, by all ava.ilablo meons. 

2. That the Government of the United States use its good offices to secure the 
immediate grant by Great ~ritain, irrespective of previous policies, of imnigration 
certificates into Palestine for 8:11 Jaws who can be rescued from Hungary and other 
Nazi dominated countries. 

And we urge further that our Governr.1ent assist in financing the transportation of 
such refugee er.iigration and provide all facilities as mcy be in its power to offer. 

The oppressed Jews of Europe look to you, M"r. President, for salvation; they look 
also to non-Jewish Americans like ourselves for such aid as we m~ give them in 
their distress. We are confident that under your leadership a rescue program cen 
be carried out which will provide this tortured people wit~ new life and hope. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COM:UTTEE 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York Ci tr 
By its Executive Council. 
Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, Chairman 
Dr. Howard M. LeSourd, Executive Director 
Prof• William F. Albright, :Sal timore, Md. 
Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, New York City 
J.M. Blalock, Columbia, S. C. 
Dr. Carl J. Friedrich, Cambridge, Mass. 
William Green, Washington, D. C. 
Mias Daphne Robert, Atlanta, Ga. 
Dr. Carl Hermann Vo11, New York City 
Dr. Mary E. Woolley, Westport, N. Y. 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

November 14, 1944 

In pursuance of a resolution adopted by 
ncclamation at a recent meeting of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council, representing the 
organized Zionist movement in America, we desire 
respectfully to convey to you the vor✓ warm good 
wishes of the Zionists of this countey on the 
occasion of your re-election. 

We know that under your great leadership 
the grave problems which confront humanity will 
be faced with wisdom and courage. In common 
with our fellow Americans we offer to you the 
expression of our wholehearted loyalty and 
devotion in the tasks that lie ahead. 

Yours sincerely, 

·Stephen S. Wise 

Abba Hillel Silver 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

, ✓ ' 
Cl.Ass o, Sta.Via 

Thi, la a (ult-rate 
Tdecram or Cable
rum unleu Its de
'ferred character Is in• 
dicated by a auitable 
aymbol above or pre
cedinr the addreu. 

WESTERN 1220 

UNION .( 00) 

"' • B . WMITll 
PIUl:8101:NT 

NEWCOMB CAAi.. TON 
CHAIR ... AN or THE ■OA"'D 

.J. C. WILLl!VER 
,r1AaT VICIE•P,.1£'9\01:NT 

.I SYMBOLS '-

OL•Day Letter 

LC•DcfenedCable 

NLT•Cablc Nlsht Letter 

' Ship ltedtocr•,. 

The filinc time -~own in \.he date line OD ~lev•ma and dar let.ten is ST~ DARO TIME at point of ~isia- Time ul ~t • ST AN DARD TIME at pqint of deatinat.i~; 

NH71 123 GOVT-THE WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC 13 1200P 
HONORABLE ROBERT F WAGNER-

-530 EAST 86 ST-

DEAR BOB: 
KNOWING THAT YOUR ARE TO ATTEND THE FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL 

/ CONVENTION OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, I ASK YOU TO CONVEY 
TO THE DELEGATES ASSEMBLED MY CORDIAL GREETINGS. 

PLEASE EXPRESS M SATISFACTION THAT, IN ACCORD WITH THE 

TRADITI ONAL AMERICAN POLICY AND IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE FOUR 
FREEDOMS, THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AT ITS JULY CONVENTION THIS YEAR INCLUDED 
THE FOLLOWING PLANK IN ITS PLATFORM: 

"WE FAVOR THE OPENING OF PALESTINE TO UNRESTRICTED JEWISH 

IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION, AND SUCH A POLICY AS TO RESULT IN THE 

ESTABLISHMENT THERE OF A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEWISH COMMONWEALTH." 
EFFORTS WI LL BE MADE TO FIND APPROPRIATE WAYS AND MEANS OF 

EFFECTUATING THIS POLICY AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE. 

I KNOW HOW LONG AND ARDENTLY THE JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE WORKED AND 
. PRAYED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PALESTINE AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC 

JEWISH COMMONWEALTH. I AM CONVINCED THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE GIVE THEIR 

SUPPORT TO THIS AIM AND IF REELECTED I SHALL HELP TO BRING ABOUT ITS 
REALIZATION. 

WITH CORDIAL REGARDS AND BEST WISHES

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT. 

ISSUED BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH TRADE UNION COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE 
248 245 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

I 



Since the publication of "America and Palestine," two notable 
statements on Palestine by the Democratic and Republican candi
dates for the Presidency of the United States have been • issued. 

Statement by President Roosevelt 
In a Letter to Senator Robert F. W' agner 

"Knowing that you are to attend the forty-seventh annual Conven~ 
tion of the Zionist Organization of America, I ask you to convey to the 
Delegates assembled my cordial gre tings. 

"Please express my satisfaction that,, in accord with the traditional 
American policy and in keeping with the spirit of the Four Freedoms, 
the Democratic Party at its July Convention this year included the 
following plank in its platform: 

'We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestrict d 
Jewish immigration and colonization, and such 
a policy as to result in the establishment there of 
of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth.' 

11Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and means of effec
tuating this policy as soon as practicable. I know how long and ardently 
the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the establishment of 
Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. I am con
vinced that the American people give their support to this aim and 
if re-elected I shall help to bring about its realization." 

October 15, 1944 



Statement by Governor Thomas E. Dewey 
"I heartily indorse the Palestine plank in the Republican Party 

platform. Again I repeat what I previously stated to the great leader 
of the American Zionist movement and distinguished American 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, that I am for the reconstitution of Palestine as 
a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in accordance with the 
Balfour Declaration of 191 7 and the resolution of the Republican 
Congress in 1922. I have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to give 
refuge to millions of distressed Jews driven from their homes by tyranny 
I favor the opening of Palestine to their unlimited immigration and 
land ownership. 

"The American people have time and again declared themselves 
in favor of these principles. The Republican Party has at all times 
been the traditional friend of the movement.. 

"As President I would use my best offices to have our government 
working together with Great Britain to achieve this great objective for 
a people that have suffered so much and deserve so much at the hands 
of mankind." 

October 12, 1944 

ERRATA IN "AMERICA AND PALESTINE" 

As a re ult of nece ary la t-minute change in chapters 15 and 16, names 

listed in the Index a appearing on pages 413-427, will be found on pages one 

or two lower in number than the Index references. 

Page 43 line 15 should read 1922 instead of 1944. 



STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
TO 

SENATOR ROBERT F. WAGNER 
October 15, 1944 

"Knowing that you are to attend the forty-seventh annual 
Convention or the Zionist Organization or America, I ask you to 
convey to the Delegates assembled my cordial greetings. 

"Please express my satisfaction that, in accord with the 
traditional American policy and in keeping with the spirit or the 
Four Freedoms, the Democratic Party at its July Convention this 
year included the following p~ank in its platform: 

'We f avor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted 
Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy 
as to result in the establishment there of a free and 
democratic Jewish commonwealth.' 

"Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and means of 
effectuating this policy as soon as practicable. I know how long 

and ardently the J wish people have worked and prayed for the 
establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. 
I am convinced that the American people give their support to this aim 
and if re-elected I shall help to bring about its realization." 
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