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BY-LAUS

AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTZZ FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

ARTICLE 1

NAIlE - The name of the Organization shall be the AIITRICAIT FIERGENCY
COIRIITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS.

ARTICLE J1

PURPOSE AID FUIICTIOWS - The AIERICAI Z!I[ERGZNCY CO:ILIITTZE FOR ZIONIST
AFFAIRS (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) shall engage in such
activities as it may deem advisable in the interest of the Zionist cause,
more particularly in the field of public relations; while framing its own
policies in relation to the work it carries on, its activities 'shall be those
vhich are of common interest to the four American Zionist Organizations
represented in its composition.

ARTICLE I1I

Section 1 - .(ZIBIRSHIP - The Committee shall consist of the following
twenty-six persons:

(a) Five members designated by the Zionist Organization of America;

(b) Five members designated by Hadassah, the "Jomen's Zionist
Organization of America}

(¢) Four members designated by Poale Zion}

(d) Four members designated by :fizrachi Organization of America;

(e) Bight members named at large as follows:

Dr. Solomon Goldman Judge ilorris Rothenberg
Dr. Israel Goldstein Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
lirs. Rose Jacobs ilre  Robert Szold

Hr, Louis Lipsky Dr., Stephen S. Viige

Section 2 - llembers designated under groups (a) (b) (e) anrd (d4) shall
ordinarily be designated for a period of one year, but each c¢f the organiza-
tions concerned shall be entitled to change its represenvatives on giving
two weeks'notice. Tach of the said groups (2) (b) (ec) (&) shall te entiiled
to designate alternates to attend meetings cf the Committee and to vote in
the place of any of their duly appointed representatives.

The Zionis® Organization of America shall be eatitled to nominate
three alternates:

Hadassah, the 'Jomen's Zionist Organization of American, shall be
entitled to nominate two alternates;

Poale-Zion shall be entitled to nominate two alternates; and

ilizrachi shall be entitled to nominate two alternates.

idotice of appointmwent of such alternates shall be filed in advance with the
Secretary. Alternates shzll further be entitled to attend any meeting of the




Committee as observers without vote. If any member designated by any of the
four Organizations herein before referred to shall ceasec to be a member of
the Committee, he may be replaced by the Organir=a‘ini which designated him.
Group (e) members shall be nermzaenb mbems AL 4ia Comuities ant saall
serve throughout the Commitiee!s -zlstence 1 v reder of the Committee
shall fail to attend thrue -uc.es ive moet.pgs, vithisus an escuse ancent-
able to the Committee, his seai may ve deciared vacant by the Commi“tes.

Section 3 - The Committee may by resolution invite representatives
of other Zionist groups to attend its sessions as observers withou’ vote,
Representatives of all Zionist groups entitled to sglt at Dmergency Committee
meetings in the capacity of observers may submit writter arplications for
full membership., All members of the Commiitee are to ve given two weels'
notice of such application, which may be approved by a majority vote of the
members of the Committee.

ARTICLE IV
OFFICERS - The officers of the Committee shall consist of a
Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and such other officers asg the

Committee shall, from time to time, elect.

ARTICLE V

Section 1 -~ MEETINGS - Regular meetings of the Committee shall be
held at least once in every month. OSpecial meetings may be held from time
to time as may be determined by the Committee, or upon call of the Chairman
OT upon vritten request of seven members of the Committee. Notice to all
members shall be sent three days in advance of each special meeting.

Section 2 - A quorum shall consist of ten members.
ARTICLE VI

Section 1 - OFFICE COMMITTZE - Between meetings of the full Committee,
the business of the Committee shall be conducted by an Office Committee Lo be
elected by the Committee and to be composed as follows: +uwn members represent-
ing the Zionist Organization of America; two members representing HudAacsak,
the ‘Jomen's Zionist Organization of America; one member representing Poale-Zion:
and one member representing :lizrachi. The representatives of the four Ongani-
zations vhich shall compose the Office Committee sholl be desiginatezd by the
respective groups (a)(b) (c) (d) from among the members of the Lommittes. In
addition to the six thus designated, the following shall elsc be menhers of
the Office Committee, to vit, the Chairman and the Treasvrev of tae Connittee,
and three members of the Committee to be elected by the Commities. The
Office Committee shall elect its own Chairman end suco other officers as it
may see fit,

Section 2 - A quorum of the Office Committee sholl coneisi of
five members,




Section 3 - The Office Committee, acting uader authority from the
Committee as a vhole, shall have power to open a banking account or accounts
in the name of the Committee, to engage executivec and other employees and
to enter into such other contractual obligations as shall be necessary to
carry on its work provided the Committee shall have no power to bind
members personally in respect of any obligation uudertaken by the Committee.

Section 4 - The Committee and the Office Committee,respectively,
shall have power to pass rules from time to time for the regulation of their
respective procedures.

ARTICLE VII

FINAWCE - The expenses of the Committee shall be met out of funds
supplied to it from time to time by American Zionist organizations o1
agencies and/or other Jewish groups or institutions organized anc operating
in the United States under the laws of the United States or of the several
states; it may also receive contributions from individualg. The Committee
shall not conduct any business undertaking nor operate with a view to profit.

ARTICLZE VIII

AMENDI{ENTS OF BY-LAVS - Any amendment of these By-Laws shall be
effected either:

(a) By unanimous vote of the Committee at a meeting of which at

least one week's notice in writing shall have been given to
members of the Committee together with notice in writing of
the proposed ameadment; or

By a resolution adopted by a majority vote at a meeting of
vhich one week's notice shall have been given and which
shall further have been ratified in writing by 2/3 of the
total membership of the Committee.

If, following notice of a proposal for an amendment of the
By-Laws, any two of the Organizations (a) (b) (e¢) (d) referred
to in Article III, Section 1, notify the Secretary in writing
prior to the meeting at which the said proposal is to be
considered, or, alternatively, inform the Chairman verbally

at the said meeting,of their opposition to such amendment, no
actlon shall be taken on the said proposal.

February 20, 1942




MURRAY HILL 2-1160
Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs

41 EAST 4%n0d STREER)

ROOM 1121

MNEW ¥YTORE §139

May 21, 1942.

To the Members of the Emergency Committees

At a meeting of the #merican Bmergency Committee for
7ionist Affairs held on Nay 5th it was unenimously resolved
to amend Article VI Section I of the Constitution to read as
follows$

NOFFICE COMMITTEE - Between meetings of the full Committee,
the business of the Committee shall be conducted by an Office
Committee to be elected by the Committee and to be composed as
followst three members representing the Zionist Organization
of America; three members representing Hadassah, the Women's
Zionist Organization of Americaj two members represehting

Poale Zions and two members representing iizrachl. The rep-
resentatives of the four orgenizations which shall compose

the B8ffice Committee shall be designated by the respective

grouns (a) (b) (¢) (d) from among the members of the Committee.

In addition to the ten thus designated, the following shall

also be members of the Office Committee, to wit, the Chairmen

and Treasurer of the Committee. The Office Committee shall

elect its own Chairman and such other officers as it may see f£it."

In terms of Article VIII of the Constitution, an amendment of the
by-laws of which no previous notice has been given, if passed by a
majority vote, requires to be ratified in writing by two-thirds of
the total membership of the Committee.

You are requested to signify on the attached cerd whether or
not you desire to have ratified the amendment above set out.

Arthur Lourie.




CONFIDENTIAL # 62.
MINUTES OF MEETING

AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

August 26, 1943.

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs
took place on Thursday, August 26, 1943, at 500 p.m. at 41 East 42nd
Street.

PRESENT

Dr.Wise (in the Chair), Miss Benjamin, Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruso,
Mrs. Doniger, Mrs. Epstein, Miss E. Franklin, Mr. Furmansky, Rabbi Gold,
Dr. Goldstein, Mrs. S. Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin, Rabbi Feller, Mrs. Jacobs,
Mr. Jaffe, Rabbi Kowalski, Miss Leibel, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Mereminski,
Mr. Neumann, Dr. Perlzweig, Judge Rosenblatt, Miss Rothbard, Juage Rothen-
berg, Mr. Rothsteih, Mr. Segal, Mrs. Shulman, Mr. Shuiman, Dr. Silver,
Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim.

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Magida,
Mr. Weisgal.

Mr. Montor, Mr. Shetzer.

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION AND ELECTION OF CO-CHAIRMEN

Following an introductory statement by Dr. Wise, Mr. Lipsky sub-
mitted an amendment to Article IV of the Constitution of the Emergency
Committee which (after correction) read as followss

"The officers of the Committee shall consist of a Chairman, a
Co~Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer and such other officers as the
Committee shall, from time to time, elect."

Following a discussion, the proposed amendment was unanimously
approved. The secretary was instructed to write to all members of the
Committee in order to secure a two-thirds ratvification of the proposed
amendment. It was also unanimously agreed that the Office Committee be
called henceforth the Executive Committee.

Mr. Lipsky then nominated Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as Co-Chairman of
the Emergency Committee together with Dr. Wise. The motion was seconded
and Dr. Silver was unanimously elected as Co-Chairman of the Committee.

The meeting of the full Emergency Committee was then temporarily
adjourned and a meeting of the Executive Committee was convened.
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MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND FLZCTION OF CHAIRMAN

Dr. Wise read the following telegram which he had received from
Judge Levinthals

"REQRET URGENT WAR LABOR BOARD CASE PEEVELTS MY ATTENDANCE
EVEROENCY COMMITTVE MEETING TODAY STO0®  INFORMID FULL AGHEEMEY
REACHED IN ACCORDANCE TOUR PRCPOSALS STCP TEEREMIE RABULIL
SILVER(S SULGCESIION HY BE ELFCTED TODAY SUBJECT Z0A EXEGUTIVE
RATIFICATION SATURDAY EVENING SHOULD I MY OPIIICN BE aDC?TED
STO®  TO FACILITATE XFFBUTUATICN LF ACGRIEMENT I BEREBY TENDER
MY RESTGNATION CRATRMAN C(FFLCT COMMITTEE EFFECTIVE AT
COMMITTEZ 'S PLEASURE™

Judge Levinthel's resignation was accepbed anc . Wize sas
suthorized on behalf of the Comopittee to exprass to him The warn
appreciation of the Committee for the manner in which bhe hoc connaeted
its affairs during his tenure cf offics.

Dr. Golds*ein then nominated Dr. Silver as CThairman of the Exec—
utive Committee and paid a waem tribute te nim and to De. Wise. He be-
lieved thet h2 spoke for those present in sayling that they all looked [or—
ward to working with him towards the fulfiliment of cur common ain to make
Palestine a Jewish Commenwealth.

Mrs. Halprin asked whether the nomination meant that Dr. Silver,
if elected, would reside in New York. She fell that the men who was to
head the Executive Committee should be present to gutdz and direct it., We
wanted Dr. Silver here in New Yorlk,

Dr. Silver replied that he had given full consideration to thre
amount of work that would be involved. He realized that his presence would

be required in New York and in Washingbton and he plained Lo give to the work
all the time it required.

Dr. Silver was unanimously elected %o the Chairmanship of the
Executive Oommittee.

RESUMED MEETING OF EMERCENCY COMMITTEE

The meeting of the Evecutive Commit*ee was adjourned and the
meeting of the full Emergency Committee was resumec,

CONFERENCE RESCLUTION
A discussion tock place on the hasis of 2 draft Pales

prepared in the cffice, to be submitted to the American Jewweh
The resolution was remitted to the drafting committee.

tine resolution
h Conference.

STATEMENT BY DR. SILVER

Before adjourning, Dr. Silver made a statement in the course of
which he expressed his great appreciation of the consideration which had
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been shown him in sélecting him as Chairman of the Executive Committee and
Co-Chairmen with Dr, Wise of the Tmergency Committee. He said that he knew

what his new pogivish enteiied, that it meant, for example, many nights

spent on traing coming and goingz, bt he was ready to make the cacrifices that
might be needed, Kz did not, indeasd, regard ‘hem as such. There weze many‘who
had to make sacrifices. He plannzd to give all the time that would be required
to his new work. X2 hoped it would not become necescary for him to uproot
himself completlely from (leveland, but he was neverihel ac ready tc mrve %o the
East if it should in the e1d bHezome necessary. Ho exprassid the Lono taat the
members of the Comiittee wiuld basr with him ené Lelp aim 2% the wrh. £3 sdded
that those whe knrow him ¥now thas Lig bark is worse ihan his bite, Yo liiced to b
frank and he liked others va e '

5
fran when discvsasing Zicnist problems.
Because of his living outsids New York it might act be ncsesible, perhaps,
to have as many mectings as they had been accustomed to, and it migh%t be :
necessary to crowd more work into fewer mestings, He felt confident, however,

that they had not galled him %o the Chairmanship just %o »reside over meetings., He
hoped that he would be zble to do something to s2¢ our work more ceniralized and
better coordinated. H: planned thoroughly to acquainrt himeels with the work of

the Committee and to work out some definite lines of cooperation with Dre Joldmann
and the Washington office. He intended to leave a great part of the responsibility
for certain work to the people engaged to do that work. If a man was czpas’le and
did his work well his every step should not be locked to, dub he must be Z..ven the
necessary authority and confidence,

Dre Silver went on to say that we were on the eve of great decizions and
he hoped that we would be sble to make use of' the help and ability of alle The
work should not be done by just a few, but as far es possidble everyone should
find a place and take a part in itc,

Dr. Silver concluded by referring to the hopes entertained by Mrse Silver
and himself of settling in Palcstine a®ter the war is over,

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 Pom,
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American Zionist Emergency Council

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America

April 6, 1945

To the llembers of the Amcrican Zionist Emergency Council:
Please take notice that at the next meeting
of the Amnerican Zionist Emergency Council, which will

be held llonday evening, April 16th, at 8215, at 342

dadison Avenue, New York City, theo following amencment
to Article IV of the Constitution will bde nronosed for
acoption on the recommendation of the Administrative

Committcos

"Article IV shall rcad as at present with the
addition of the following scntence!

'Elections of officers shall take place
annually at a meceting of the Council of
which at least two wecks notice shall be
given and which shall be held not lator
than December 1st of cach year,'"

Yours sli/ﬁigly,

A Tertp
Arthur Lourie ~




American Zionist Emergency Council

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America
Poale Zion-Zeire Zicn of America
Zionist Organization of America

April 19, 1945

To the Members of the American Zionist Emergency Council:

At a meeting of the Emergency Council on ifonday niht,
April 16, it was moved that Article IV of the Constitution be
amended to read as follows!:

"The officers of the Council shall consist of a
Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and such
other officers as the Council shall, from time

to time, elect. Elections of officers shall

take place annually at a meeting of the Council

of which at least two weeks notice shall be given
and wvhich shall be held not later than Decenber 1lst
of each year. There shall also be an annual
election of a Chairman of the Executive Committee,
and a2 Chairman of the Administrative Commit:iece if
any, wvhich shall toke place not later than December
1st of each year."

As the vote on this motion was not unanimous, amrovel
in writing of the proposed amendment by a two-thirds mejority
of the membership of the Council is required for ratificotion,

Please indicate on the enclosed card whether or not rou
favor ratification.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur Lourie




American Zionist Emergency Council

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America

June 26, 1945

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Atlantic City, New Jersey

Dear Dr, Silver:

At the request of Mr, Bmanuel Neumann, I am sending
to you herewith the By-Laws of the American Zionist
Imergency Council.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

J. M., Alkow






