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‘#Igeport to the President on Plight of Jews

In Concentration Camps of Occupied Germany
Civilized World Owes It to Survivors of Nazi Blight to Provide Them
with Home, Says U. S. Member of Intergovernmental Committee
for Refugees, Adding, “Greatest Sufferers Should Be Treated First”

Following is the text of the report of
Earl G. Harrison. who was sent to Eu-
repe by President Truman to inquire
into the condition and needs of those
among the displaced persons in the lib-
erated countries of Western Europe and
in the SHEAF area of Germany (with
particular reference (o ihe fewish refu-
gees) who might be Stateless or non-
I(’/i(lll’l.(llﬁll'. His report to the President
follows:

Pursuant to your letter of June 22.
1945. 1 have the honor to present to vou
a partial report upon my recent mission
to Europe to inquire into (1) the condi-
tions under which displaced persons. and
particularly those who may be Stateless
or non-repatriable, are at present living.
especially in Germany and Austria: (2)
the needs of such person: (3) how those
needs are being met at present by the
military authorities, the Governments of
residence and international and private
relief bodies. and (1) the views of the
possibly non-repatriable persons as to
their future destinations.

My instructions were lo give particu-
lar attention to the problems, needs and
views of the Jewish refugees among the
displaced people. especially in Germany
and Austria. The report. particularly
this partial report, accordingly deals in
the main with that group.

On numerous occasions appreciation
was expressed by the victims of Nazi
persecution for the interest of the United
States Government in them. As my re-
port shows, they are in need of attention
and help. Up to this point. they have
been “liberated™ more in a military
sense than actually.

For the reasons explained in the re-
port their particular problems to this

time have not been given attention to
any appreciable extent: consequently.
they feel that they. who were in so many
ways the first and worst victims ol
Nazism, are being neglected by their
liberators.

Upon my request the Department of
Staie authorized Di. Josepi J. Schwariz
to join me in the mission. Dr. Schwartz,
European director of the American Joint

EARL G. HARRISON

Distribution Committee, was granted a
leave of absence from that organization
for the purpose of accompanying me.
His long and varied experience in refu-
gee problems as well as his familiarity
with the Continent and the people made
Dr. Schwartz a most valuable associate:
this report represents our joint views,
conclusions and recommendations.

During various portions of the trip |
had. also. the assistance of Mr. Patrick
M. Malin, the Inter-
Governmental Committee on Refugees.
and Mr. Herbert Katzski of the War
Refugee Board. These gentlemen, like-
wise. have had considerable experience

vice director of

in the n~fu;_'c~c- inatters. Their assistance
and cooperation were most helpful in
the course of the survey,

I: Germany and Austria
Conditions

(1) Generally speaking. three months
after V-E Day. and even longer after
the liberation of individual groups.
many Jewish displaced and
other possibly non-repatriables are liv-
under guard behind
fences in camps of several descriptions
(built by the Germans for slave laborers
and Jews). including some of the most
notorious of the concentration camps.
amid frequently unsanitary
and generally grim conditions, in com-
plete idleness, with no opportunity. ex-
cepl .~l|r|‘v|)lilinl|5|). to communicate
with the outside world. waiting, hoping
for some words of encouragement and
action in their behalf.

(2) While there has been marked im-
provement in the health of survivors of
the Nazi starvation and persecution pro-
aram, there are many pathetic malnutri-
tion cases, both among the hospitalized
and in the general population of the
camps. The death rate has been high
since liberation, as was to be t'xp('('l(‘d.
One Army chaplain, a rabbi. personally
attended, since liberation, 23.000 burials
(90 per cent. Jews) at Berger Belsen
alone, one of the largest and most
vicious of the concentration camps,
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where, incidentally. despite persistent
reports to the contrary, 14,000 displaced
persons are still living, including over
7,000 Jews. At many of the camps and
centers, including those where serious
starvation cases are, there is a marked
and serious lack of needed medical
supplies.

Humiliating Garb

(3) Although some camp comman-
dants have managed. in spite of the many
obvious difficulties, to find clothing of
one kind or another for their charges,
many of the Jewish displaced persons,
late in July. had no clothing other than
their concentration camp garb—a rather
hideous striped pajama effect — while
others. to their chagrin, were obliged to
wear German SS uniforms. It is ques-
tionable which clothing they hate the
more.

(4) With a few notable exceptions,
nothing in the way of a program of ac-
tivity or organized effort toward rehabili-
tation has been inaugurated, and the
internees, for they are literally such.
have little to do except to dwell upon
their plight, the uncertainty of their fu-
ture and, what is more unfortunate. to
draw comparisons between their treat-
ment “under the Germans™
liberation.”

and “‘in

Beyond knowing that they are no
longer in danger of the gas chambers.
torture and other forms of violent death.
they see—and there is—Tlittle change, the
morale of those who are either stateless
or who do not wish to return to their
countries of nationality is very low. They
have witnessed great activity and effi-
ciency in returning people to their
homes, but they hear or see nothing in
the way of plans for them and conse-
quently they wonder and frequently ask
what “liberation™ means.

This situation is considerably accen-
tuated where, as in so many cases, they
are able to look from their crowded and
bare quarters and the German
civilian population, particularly in the
rural areas, to all appearances living
normal lives in their own homes.

see

(5) The most absorbing worry of
these Nazi and war viclims concerns
relatives, wives, husbands, parents, chil-
dren. Most of them have been separated
for three, four or five years and they
cannot understand why the liberators
should not have undertaken immediately
the organized effort to reunite family
groups. Most of the very little which
has been done in this direction has been
informal action by the displaced per-
sons themselves with the aid of devoted
Army chaplains, frequently rabbis,
and the American Joint Distribution
Committee.

Broadcasts of names and locations by
the Psychological Warfare Division at
Luxembourg have been helpful, although
the lack of receiving sets has handi-
capped the effectiveness of the program.
Even where, as has been happening, in-
formation has been received as to rela-
tives living in other camps in Germany,
it depends on the personal attitude and
disposition of the camp commandant
whether permission can be obtained or
assistance received to follow up on the
information. Some camps commandants
are quite rigid in this particular, while
others lend every effort to join family
groups.

(6) It is difficult to evaluate the food
situation fairly, because one must be
mindful of the fact that quite generally
food is scarce and is likely to be more
so during the winter ahead. On the other
hand. in presenting the factual situation.
one must raise the question as to how
much longer many of these people, par-
ticularly those who have over such a
long period felt persecution and near
starvation, can survive on a diet com-
posed principally of bread and coffee.
irrespective of the caloric content.

In many camps, the 2,000 calories
included 1,250 calories of a black. wet
and extremely unappetizing bread. |
received the distinet impression and con-
siderable substantiating information that
large numbers of the German population
—again principally in the rural areas—
have a more varied and palatable diel
in their requisitions with the German
burgomeister and many seemed to accept
whatever he turned over as being the
best that was available.

(7) Many of the buildings in which
displaced persons are housed are clearly

unfit for winter use and everywhere there
is greal concern about the prospect of a
complete lack of fuel. There is every
likelihood that close to a million dis-
placed persons will be in Germany and
Austria when winter sets in. The outlook
in many areas so far as shelter, food and
fuel are concerned is anything but
bright.
II: Needs of the Jews

While it is impossible to state accu-
rately the number of Jews now in that
part of Germany not under Russian oc-
cupation, all indications point to the fact
that the number is small, with 100,000
probably the top figure: some informed
persons contend the number is consider-
ably smaller. The principal nationality
groups are Poles, Hungarians, Ru-
manians. Germans and Austrians,

The first and plainest need of these
people is a recognition of their actual
status, and by this I mean their status as
Jews. Most of them have spent years in
the worst of the concentration camps.
In many cases, although the full extent
is not vet known, they are the sole sur-
vivors of their families and many have
been through the agony of witnessing
the destruction of their loved ones. Un-
derstandably, therefore, their present
condition, physical and mental, is far
worse than that of other groups.

While SHAEF (now combined dis-
placed persons executive) policy direc-
tives have recognized formerly perse-
cuted persons, including enemy and ex-
enemy nationals, as one of the special
categories of displaced persons, the gen-
eral practice thus far has been to follow
only nationality lines. While admittedly
it is not normally desirable to set aside

(Continued on Page 9)

A view of the

notorious Dachau concentration camp.
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Postwar Immigration Plans of Other Countries

Many Nations Still in Process of Formulating Policies,

Analyst

Finds, Adding Prevailing Trend Is Toward a (,.u-elul Selectivity

By J. OWEN O'NEAL

Research Analyst in the Research and Educational Services Ofhece of the

With questions of postwar immigra-
tion policy under consideration here in
the United States, it is of interest to know
the attitudes of the other countries that
may expect to receive immigrants now
that the war is over. It is true that few
if any countries have definitely com-
mitted themselves on their future immi-
gration policy, but newspaper editorials,
reports from private organizations, and
statements from Government officials are
available from a number of sources.
Although not necessarily indicating
what kind of policy will be adopte d,
such information shows the prevailing
attitudes toward immigration in the
principal receiving countries.

To judge by prewar migration. the
principal countries of immigration in
the immediate future, aside from the
United States, are some of the British
Dominions and the countries of Latin
America. Notes are given below an
the countries for which reports are
available,

British Dominions

Canada—In Canada there has been
considerable unofficial and semi-official
discussion  of postwar immigration
policy. The view generally expressed is
that Canada has land and opportunity
available for a considerably larger
population, and that an increase in the
number of inhabitants would be to the
advantage of the Dominion in the long
run. There are, however, some notes of
caution. For example, it is pointed oul
in a pamphlet prepared for the armed
forces Ly Canada’s Wartime Informa-
tion Board, that the real question is:

“Can we look forward to an expand-
ing economy with full employment? 1f
f0, we can invite immigrants knowing
that when they get here jobs will be wait-
ing for them in our factories and on our
farms. If people from Europe are
brought in under these_conditions, the
standard of living will not be lowered.™

A related thought is expressed in
another report, where it is stated that
the wayv to increase the pupuldlmn of
Canada through immigration is not to
launch schemes for .shmuldtm;z migra-
tion or land settlement, but rather to
maintain a higher level of prosperity
that will attract migrants.?

In editorial comment® a distinction is
drawn between the long range of desir-
ability of immigrants for the develop-

* Reprinted by permission of the Monthly Review of the U.

U. S. Immigration and Naturalization Service*

ment of the country and the immediate
problems of the postwar period. It is
recognized that the first duty will be the
re-e mplu\nu nt of returning servicemen
and women, and that immigration can-
not be allowed to interfere with this
process. By implication it is suggested
that the long-run immigration pnlu\
may well (h\mgv from that in the im-
mediate postwar years.

Considerable interest has been ex-
pressed in the settlement in Canada of
British servicemen, numbers of whom
have indicated a desire to migrate to
Canada after the war. It is reported that
about half of the applications for emi-
gration to Canada received at Ontario
House in London are from men in the
RAF who had been in Ontario for train-
ing, and that a considerable portion of
other applicants are men with engineer-
ing and technical training. The number
of agricultural workers making applica-
tions is negligible. Some twenty thou-
sand British people are reported 1o have
applied for permission to go to Ontario
after the war, and the number of appli-
cations is said to be rising at the rate of
five hundred per week.”

As in the United States, immigration
policies in Canada for the postwar
period are still under discussion. Opin-
ion appears to be generally favorable
toward immigration, especially toward
that of British nationals, but question
is raised with respect to immigration
during the transitional period following
the war.

Positive Immigration Policy

Australia—Australian  opinion with
respect to immigration has doubtless
been consider ahl\ influenced by wartime
experience. In 1943 Prime Minister
Curtin announced the Cabinet’s decision
to establish a committee on immigration
to Australia after the war. It is reported
that the decision to form this committee
was influenced by the view that Australia
could not expect “to hold indefinitely
this large continent with the small popu-
lation it now possesses, and the fact that
because of the declining birth rate the
natural increase is negligible.”™ It was
the assignment of this committee to ob-
tain factual information and to report
to the Cabinet on the better absorption
of British industrial workers into factory
industry in Australia, on assistance to
migrants, on the collection of informa-

tion concerning employment opportunity
for migrants, and on means of facilitat-
ing lhv immigration of ex-servicemen
and women.” It has been reported that.
with the end of the war, the government
of Australia intends to embark on a
positive immigration policy. Under this
policy spec ial emphasis would be given
to the movement of British servicemen
and selected children from Britain and
Furope. Mention has been made of pro-
posals to bring 17,000 children immi-
grants to Australia, and of conversations
with representatives of the British and
other governments with regard to ob-
taining suitable adult immigrants.® In-
formation pamphlets prepared for dis-
tribution to the armed forces cite the
estimate that 20,000,000 people could
live in Australia (present population
approximately  7,000,000), and state
that the Commonwealth will welcome
immigrants after the war.”

New Zealand—Few statements have
heen noted regarding the plans of New
Zealand for immigration after the war.
A former Governor General, Viscount
Bledsoe, is credited with the opinion
that New Zealand has sufficient capacity
to enable it to take in 5,000,000 immi-
erants within the next ten years and
10,000,000 within the next generation.'”

Union of South Africa—The Union of
South Africa presents a population
markedly different from that of the
others. The populations of Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand are pre-
dominantly white and of British origin,
but in South Africa only a little more
than 2,000,000 out of a total popula-
tion of ten and one-half million are
white. Of the whites only 31 per cent.
were reported as of British origin in the
1921 census. According to this census
about 57 per cent. of the white popula-
tion was of Dutch origin. This diversity
of origins may influence pr('f('rem es
with respect to the national origins of
immigrants. At the same time, the
opinion is expressed that “it is widely
accepted in South Africa that it would
be desirable for its white pnpulalmn to
be doubled within twenty-five years.”"

The Union’s special needs with re-
spect to the occupational distribution of
immigrants were indicated by the Direc-
tor General of Supplies, Dr. H. G. van
der Byl, who stated that “if South Africa
is to carry out the big industrial schemes

S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.
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now contemplated in postwar years the
country will have to import skilled arti-
sans of almost every class. It will be
utterly impossible to carry out the pro-
posed program with the labor available
at the moment.”*?

Latin America

Advance indication of the position of
the Latin American countries with re-
spect to immigration was given by the
Inter-American Demographic Congress,
held at Mexico City in October of 1943.
Among the resolutions adopted by the
Congress were several relating to migra-
tion. Two resolutions were concerned
with the health of migrants. Another
recommended that the American Gov-
ernments adopt measures to promote the
assimilation of immigrants, and espe-
cially that provision be made for the
education of immigrants in order to
facilitate their adjustment. It was also
recommended that each Western Hemis-
phere Government include consideration
of immigration policy in the planning
of its postwar program.

Mexico—Mexico has already indi-
cated the direction of its immigration
policy. The new immigration decree
published in the fall of 1944 is said to
have been based on conclusions reached
at the Demographic Congress. By this
decree nationals of Spain and of Western
Hemisphere countries are accorded fa-
vored treatment, their immigration being
subject only to the restrictions imposed
by hemispheric defense and security
laws. Nationals of other countries, how-
ever, are to be admitted only after close
examination of each individual case.
Migrants coming to Mexico with the in-
tention of investing capital will be re-
quired, as heretofore, to deposit funds
with designated banks, the deposit to
accompany their application for admis-
sion. For Western Hemisphere and
Spanish nationals the required deposit is
equivalent to $4.000, with $500 as a
guarantee of good intentions. For other
immigrants in the so-called investor
category, the requirements range from
$10,000 to $20,000, with $2,000 as
guarantee. Preference is to be given to
petitioners who intend to reside perma-
nently in Mexico and who indicate a
willingness to marry natives of that
country. The admission of technicians
of any sort is to be authorized only when
there are no available specialists of like
training in the counfry.’®

It should be noted that the 1944 decree
is not a departure from the immigration
policy of the immediately preceding
years. The regulations for the year 1941,
issued by the Mexican Department of
Interior'* and continued with little or
no change in subsequent years, gave
preference to citizens of Spain and the

Americas. It also gave preference to
bachelors and to aliens declaring no
race prejudice. The same financial re-
quirements were imposed on investor
immigrants as in the 1944 decree. The
admission of technicians and members
of the learned professions was restricted.
It therefore appears that for the present
at least Mexico is continuing the existing
control of immigration with little or no
modification.

Brazil—In Brazil a commission has
been appointed to study migration prob-
lems and to propose legislation regulat-
ing immigration to that country. Among
the proposals of this body, the Commis-
sion on Immigration and Colonization.
are the following:*

1. The abandonment of the quota
system, and the selection of immigrants
according to their occupation or profes-
sion. Certain nationalities, however.
may be preferred as being most readily
assimilated.

2. The adoption of educational mea-
sures to expedite assimilation.

3. The restriction of permanent im-
migration to white people of the follow-
ing calegories:

(a) Farming or agricultural technicians.

(b) Husbands and wives of Brazilian-born
citizens.

(c¢) Parents of Brazilian-born children. and
children of Brazilian-born. parents.

(d) Competent technicians thought to be po-
tentially useful to the country.

(e) Persons transferring to Brazil capital in
the amount of $20,000.

(f) Persons who by reason of fame or
knowledge are of exceptional value to
the country.

It is further proposed that agricultural
settlement be promoted through the crea-
tion of colonization companies and the
establishment of agricultural colonies.
In order to facilitate assimilation, the
proportion of aliens in these colonies
would be limited, as would the fraction
of the colonists belonging to any one
nationality.

It is apparently the intent of the Com-
mission on Immigration and Coloniza-
tion to hold immigrants on the land and
to prevent their concentrating in cities.
The Commission recommends that ad-
mission to Brazil be refused to aliens
whose professions would require them
to live in a city.

In addition to the work of the Com-
mission, certain of the states of Brazil
have independently interested themselves
in postwar immigration. It is reported
that the Secretary of Agriculture of the
State of Minas Gerais has appointed a
special commission, charged with out-
lining plans for settling 100,000 Euro-
pean immigrants after the war.®
Although incomplete at the time of re-
port, the plans apparently call for the
immigration of 20,000 families averag-

ing five persons each. The announced in-
tention is to provide technical assistance,
medical care and sufficient equipment,
livestock, land and housing for each
family unit. There has also been discus-
sion of the possibility of bringing 200
Dutch families to the State of Rio Grande
do Sul,'” and between 1,000 and 2,000
families of refugees from the Baltic
countries to the State of Sao Paulo.

Other Latin American Countries

Only scattered information is avail-
able concerning the attitudes and inten-
tions of the other Latin American coun-
tries, insofar as postwar immigration is
concerned. It is reported that the Argen-
tine National Academy of Moral and
Political Sciences has undertaken in-
quiries into postwar immigration prob-
lems, but it is not known what conclu-
sions have been reached. An official
Committee on Refugees has been estab-
lished in Venezuela for the purpose of
encouraging immigration.’ Chinese ex-
clusion laws have been repealed in
Nicaragua'® and Ecuador.?” Recent
legislative decrees in Costa Rica, Hon-
duras and Salvador have removed spe-
cial restrictions on the immigration of
Chinese nationals.”!

Although thinking and planning
about postwar immigration may have
progressed further in many of the coun-
tries than is indicated by the reports at
hand, it appears that the immigrant-
receiving countries are still in the
process of formulating their immigra-
tion policies. Certain of the countries
appear to be genuinely interested in at-
tracting immigrants. Elsewhere restric-
tive tendencies are in evidence. In gen-
eral, the prevailing trend of thought in
the countries that may expect to receive
immigrants in the future appears to be
toward an increasingly careful selection,
with primary emphasis on the immediate
needs and interests of the receiving
country.

! Neal. Arthur, and Callaghan, Morley. Millions

of Immigrants. Canadian Affairs Information Board,
March, 1944,

* Cartwright, Stephen. Population, Canada Prob-
lem. Canadian Institute of International Affairs,
1941.

* Windsor (Ontario) Star, March 17, 1945,

* New York Times, June 18, 1944,

SPEP. People for the Commonwealth. PEP Re-
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¢ Commonwealth government. A digest of de-
cisions and announcements and important speeches
by_ tllluj ll‘rimc Minister, No. 66. October, 1943.

. d,

8 New York Times. December 13, 1944.

9Thid, May 15, 1944,

19 People for the Commonwealth.

1 Ibid.

12 [bid.
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UNRRA Plans All-Jewish Camps

Separate Establishments Seen as the Most
Effective Way of Aiding Jewish Internees
By SOLOMON DINGOL

The work of Jewish organizations in
behalf of Jewish concentration camp
inmates would be more effective if co-
operation were keener and more con-
sistent and if efforts were made to avoid
duplication.

This is the observation and opinion of
Fred K. Hoehler, UNRRA Chief of the
Displaced Persons Division, recently re-
turned from Europe, where he visited
camps harboring most of the internees.

The number of displaced persons in
the various zones of Allied occupation
as of July 29th of this year is broken

down as follows:

Dritich 2000 - ......... 1.083.434
American zone ........ 728,197
French zone .......... 151,209
Allied-Austrian zone .. 88,672
[t is significant that of the “liaison

officers” representing these interned peo-
ple. 184 are French, 155 Russian, 122
Polish, 88 Belgian, 61 Dutch, 33 Italian,
23 Czechian, 4 Greek, and 3 Luxem-
bourger—but there is not a single rep-
resentative of the Jewish internees.

For the Jewish internees, therefore.
there is no bridge between them and the
Army aulhont\ under whose jurisdic-
tion they now live: they have no voice to
serve as their spokesman. This is, ob-
viously, a highly undesirable situation
and an analysis is in order.

Not Anti-Semitism

To intimate anti-Semitism would be a
grave miscalculation and an injustice to
the top commander of the American
armed forces in Europe, General Eisen-
hower.

His order compelling the Germans to
see with their own eyes the Nazi-made
corpses at Dachau and Belsen, his com-
ing to the Yom Kippur services of Jewish
internees to give them words of cheer
and hope, reveal his sympthetic and
humanitarian character. And if further
indications of General Eiserhower’s
broe” outlook are required, one can
point to the naming of Judge Simon H.
Rifkind as a special consultant on
Jewish problems in Germany on the
General’s staff.

Nor can one infer anti-Semitism in
the United Nations Relief and Re-
habilitation Administration. American
UNRRA appointees are in the main
social workers among whom anti-Sem-
itism finds short shrift. They come in

contact with deep human suffering and
pain, on a mass scale, and among nor-
mal people this can only evoke com-
passion, not hatred.

Mr. Hoehler, however, could not deny
that “anti-Semitic incidents” have oc-
curred in camps and that the lot of
Jewish internees is a sad one.

I asked Mr. Hoehler why the Jewish
internees have no representation, why
Jewish organizations are not given the
opportunity to provide Jewish internees
with their most elementary needs.

Mr. Hoehler replied that Jewish or-
ganizations were indeed being permitted
to enter the camps, and if their work is
not evident or of no value to the in-
ternees, then responsibility must fall
upon the Jewish organizations them-
selves.

“Why can’t the Jewish organizations
unify themselves and work together in a
coordinated fashion, with a common
program and representation rather than
duplication of the work of one another?
Why must they send people to the camps
regardless of their competency, and
request that only their people be per-
mitted entry, and in the main accomplish
very little for the morale and material
welfare of the refugees?”

Could Be of Great Help

All UNRRA work in the camps is
now being done by 316 UNRRA teams
and 36 teams from private organizations
representing 11 different nationalities.

If all of these organizations agree
among themselves on their task, they can
be of great help to the internees. Should
they, however, work at odds, and each
organization go scurrying to the Army
officials with individual requests so as
to get newspaper publicity on their great
achievements, then they will only in-
crease the confusion among the internees,
make themselves ridiculous in the eyes
of the officials, and give a distorted pic-
ture to non-Jewish internees who re-
sent the “tremendous” efforts being made
for the Jews!

For the chief obstable of the Jewish
internees is that here, too, as every-
where else, they are a minority:

In Lueneberg camp, for example,
where there are thousands‘upon thou-
sands of internees, there are only 600
Jews.

Four hundred Jews live among 8,000
Poles in Luebeck, among whom quite a
few are infected with anti-Semitism.

In Brunschweig camp 350 Jews also
live among thousands of Poles.

Hollandorf camp numbers only sev-
eral hundred Jews among 20,000 Polish
and Ukrainian internees.

The best way to help the Jewish in-
ternees would be to establish separate

camps for them, to which could be trans-
ferred Jews from the large camps in the
British and American zones. They would
then be rid of their anti-Semitic neigh-
bors, and Jewish organizations would
also be able to work more effectively
among them. UNRRA is seriously con-
-|dvnn" such a plan,

The U. S. Army is planning to with-
draw from the camps around the first
of November, at which time UNRRA
will take full control of them. Then,
UNRRA officials feel. it will be possible
to apply this plan.

How long does UNRRA intend to
maintain these camps? How long can
hundreds of thousands of p(-uplv be
confined in (dllllh without a home being
found for them?

I posed precisely these questions to
Mr. Merril Rogers, chief of UNRRA’s
Bureau of Information.

“We are sending people home as
rapidly as we can,” Mr. Rogers replied.
“Of the 6,000,000 displaced people we
took over from the Nazis, there now re-
main with us only 2,000,000. Four mil-
lion have been returned to the lands of
their origin.

“Among the internees, however, there
is a sizable number of stateless people—

a million, perhaps—who have neither
hunw nor land to return to. We shall
have to care for them a longer time, untii
the United Nations Organization, which
was established at San Francisco, will
find a solution and agree on what to do
with them.

“UNRRA can maintain them only so
long as the different countries provide
the funds nec essary for their upkeep. No
private group will be able to do this.”

The London dispatch on the shocking
conditions of Jewish internees came as a
surprise to UNRRA in Washington. No
one in the U. S, capital city knew about it.

UNRRA Director Herbert H. Lehman
told me categorically that he doubts
whether a highly placed UNRRA offi-
cial made such a report, for the official
would first of all have reported the facts
to him.

“The only official of importance who
recently visited the camps was Mr.
Hoehler, and Mr. Hoehler told me that
he made no such statements. He ad-
mitted to me that there had been certain
anti-Semitic occurrences, but that the
guilty ones were immediately isolated
from the camp workers, and that the
conditions of the internees is now greatly
improved. However, all of them still
long for a home, for freedom, for a nor-
mal life. And so long as those things
are denied them, lhey will feel themselves
miserable outcasts.”

Regrettably, it is not within UNRRA’s
hand to grant them those vital things—
precisely what they need most.
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HIAS At Work

American Jewry, as the largest and
most influential Jewish community in the
world, has undertaken as its special re-
sponsibility the care of the surviving
Jews of Europe. We, Jews, have wept
over those who were butchered by the
Nazis; we have highly resolved that
those who remain shall be completely re-
habilitated, and shall be enabled.
through our help, to start their lives
anew, under conditions of dignity.

European Jewry has two immediate
needs—one is the need for relief, for
food and for clothing: the other is to
settle in places where Jews can.earn a
living, can secure justice, can be free
from discrimination, and thus can lead
once more a normal life.

HIAS has been made the trustee of
American Jewry, its agent and its instru-
ment, to meet this latter need of the
surviving Jews of Europe.

Nazis Did Thorough Job

Victory has left the Jews a migratory
people. Of those who were deported
from their old homes by the Nazis, most
died under the whip and club of the
torturer, or in gas chambers or crema-
tories. Those who survived cannot in
many cases return to their old homes.
For the Nazis did their job thoroughly.
The Jew’s source of livelihood in his
old home is too often gone, and a her-
itage of anti-Semitism was left by the
Nazis even in defeat.

Thus there are three types of essential
migration through which the Jews are
passing: some deportees will seek to re-
turn to their old homes, some will seek
new countries in which to settle, and
finally, some who succeeded in escaping
to havens of refuge during the war, and
who had hoped to remain in their new
homes permanently, will wish to return
to their former homes because their ex-
pectations in their new domiciles were
not tulfilled.

Whatever the reason for migration,
whatever the type of migration, the diffi-
culties that face the individual Jew who

must migrate are simply staggering.
HIAS offices in Europe must secure nec-
essary travel documents, identity papers,
exil visas, transit visas, passports, for
the individual immigrant. Afidavits must
be executed. Voluminous correspondence
with the intending immigrant and his
family must be carried on. In order to
bring these services right to the doorstep
of the prospective immigrants, HIAS has
not only reopened its pre-war European
offices, which were located in practically
every country in Europe, but has opened
new offices in sections where there are
large concentrations of Jews,

Supplemental Help Needed

But the immigrant not only needs tech-
nical assistance—he needs financial as-
sistance as well. For while the Allied
Nations have promised that they will
help in certain phases of repatriation, it
is clear that supplental financial help
will be needed. and HIAS has already
given its assurances to the various gov-
ernments concerned that it will provide
such help. An example close to home
was the Fort Ontario Shelter for Ref-
ugees. Here the Government of the United
States made provision for the needs of
the shelter inhabitants, but this pro-
vision had to be and was supplemented
by HIAS. And some of those who were
at the shelter, and who are either reemi-
grating, or are planning to join rela-
tives in other countries, have already
been helped with respect to transporta-

tion by HIAS.

During the war many Jews sought to
emigrate to Palestine, and HIAS pro-
vided necessary technical assistance and
participated in covering the transporta-
tion expense of many hundreds of them.
HIAS expects to continue these services
at an accelerated pace.

During the war, too, HIAS enabled
refugees to reach safe shores in North
Africa, Portugal, Spain and Switzerland,
where HIAS offices continued to guard
their interests. In the Far East, the HIAS
office was the only one to function, ren-
dering service to refugees and acting as
the instrumentality for other agencies,
including the International Red Cross.

Since many European Jews hope to
come to the United States, reopening of
American consulates in Europe since the
war has caused a sharp increase in the
volume of work of the HIAS American
headquarters, as well as the European
offices.

But there are services connected with
immigration which begin long before
the first active steps for immigration are
taken, and continue after the immigrant
has arrived at his destination.

Before immigration the first thought
of the scattered Jewish families of Eu-
rope is reunion, and to get in contact
with their relatives abroad. HIAS Lo-
cation Service has received more than
150,000 inquiries concerning members
of 40,000 families. And HIAS European
offices have supplemented the regular
location machinery by making direct in-
quiries in their various zones of opera-
tion. Already more than 10,000 Euro-
peans thus inquired for have been lo-
cated, and the number is growing every
day.

Where relatives are located they de-
sire to be of immediate help to their
suffering brethren abroad. Under license
from the United States Government
HIAS acts as a forwarding agency for
Americans sending money, and food and
clothing packages, to relatives abroad.
Thus suffering is eased, while plans for
migration go forward.

‘To Smooth His Path’

After an immigrant arrives at his
country of destination, he needs help to
become adjusted to his new country.
Wherever he may go, there he will find
local HIAS committees to welcome him,
to smooth his path, to give him assist-
ance until he is settled, and to speed the
process of integration into his new land.

In South and Central America, par-
ticularly, to which many are now turning
their hopes for the future, HIAS com-
mittees have extended their activities.
They intervene with their respective gov-
ernments on behalf of the immigrants,
and they have done much to create a
favorable public opinion toward enlarg-
ing immigration possibilities in these
countries.

In the United States, of course, HIAS
with its experience of 60 years, con-
tinues to carry on the activities on behalf
of immigrants. Boats bearing Jewish
passengers are met on arrival. The im-
migrants are helped to clear through
the immigration authorities, their cases
are taken up in Washington where neces-
sary, and they are sheltered by HIAS
until they leave for their ultimate des-
tinations.

That then is the job of HIAS: to re-
unite scattered families, to locate rela-
tives, to act as agent for American Jews
seeking to help their relatives abroad, to
give Jews technical and financial as-
sistance to migrate, and to guard their
interests in their new countries.

e
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On the Rescue

Front

Warmhearted Gls Helping Displaced

Persons Locate American Relatives
Show Sympathy Neot by Words, But by Exercise

Of Skill and Initiative,

The American soldier’s warmhearted-
ness, initiative and efficiency combine to
speed up the locating of American rela-
tives who are sought by displaced people
in Europe, according to Abraham Her-
man, president of HIAS. The organiza-
tion conducts a Location Service to put
members of families which have been
dispersed by the Nazis in touch with one
another.

Mr. Herman cited a letter from an
AMG officer concerning the plight of
eight Polish girl refugees as typical of
the letters his organization frequently
receives from soldiers abroad.

“The clipped military language of
some of the communications serves to
heighten, rather than conceal, the evident
emotion of these soldiers at the horrors
which these victims of the Nazis have
suffered,” Mr. Herman said. “They
show their sympathy not by words alone,
but by conducting skilled intensive ques-
tioning of those lhe\ are seeking to lwlp
so that all pertinent facts that will assist

n locating their relatives are elicited.

Eight Girls

“The amount of information crammed
into this one letter is amazing, and has
already enabled us to locate two relatives
of the eight girls,” Mr. Herman said.
“We expect that the others will be
found soon.”

Mr. Herman added that the data sup-
plied in the letter graphically pictured
the ruthlessness with which the Nazis ex-
terminated whole families.

The eight refugees were found by the
AMG officer in a captured concentration
camp located in the outskirts of Zwodau,
Austria. The officer’s letter to HIAS
describes the cases of the eight girls as
“urgent,” for “in each instanece they rep-
resent the sole surviving members of
their branch of their families.” They
have been shifted about from place to
place, and “during the last three years
they have been in at least five concentra-
tion camps.”

The youngest of the girls, Estera Brum,
20. was born in Lomza, Poland. Her
father, mother, two brothers and two

sisters, according to HIAS’ Army in-
formant, were executed at Katowice. Her
23-year-old sister was also an inmate of

Says HIAS President

the Zwodau camp and still survives. The
sisters asked the Army officials to locate
two brothers. Hersch and Chaim Brum,
in Paraguay. A check at the HIAS Loca-
tion Service showed that an aunt in
New York, of whose existence the sisters
were evidently unaware, had filed a
tracer for the family some time ago.
She has been notified that the two sisters
are still alive.

Cousin in New York

Twenty-two-year-old Jaspa Weismann,
born in Hmlu(nk Poland, was one of
eight children. HIAS' informant states
that her father and mother. three sisters
and a brother., were executed at Kato-
wice. The whereabouts of the other
brother, Abram, 19 years old, are un-
known. Miss Weismann asked the Amer-
ican Officer to help her locate Meyer
Isidore Rosenberg. aged 10, residing
somewhere in New York City. Mr.
Rosenberg is said to have a wife, Minnie,
one son and three daughters.

Mr. Rosenberg is also sought by his
niece. Leah Weisenfeld, 30, born in
Bialystok, Poland. Her father, mother,
two sisters and a brother were executed
at Katowice.

The father., mother and brother of
Helena Buchweiss Lichtenstein, age 23,
born in Bendzin. Poland, were executed
at Maidenek. Her husband. Mordecai,
was last seen in Maidenek. but his fate
has not been definitely established. The
whereabouts of a brother, Wolf, are un-
known. Mrs. Lichetenstein asked the
Army officer to locate a friend of her
family, Jacob Lever, who is presumed to
be a resident of New York City.

The husband of Guta Weisman Brot-
lieb, 23 years of age, was last seen at
Maidenek. The \\heredlmuts of her
father are unknown. Mrs. Brotlieb seeks
to locate an uncle, Jacob Halbfish, “who
has two daughters and a son, and who
came to the United States from Warsaw
in 1928.”

Maria Kazanowska had a brother,
Moses Blumstein. “last seen at Maidenek,
and presumed dead.” She seeks to locate
an uncle. Solomon Kazan, of the Bronx.

Hela Levenson Cimerman, 26, born
in Lipno. Poland. knows nothing con-
cerning the whereabouts of her father.
her two sisters, and her husband, all

victims of the Nazis. Mrs. Cimerman
sought a cousin, an executive of a New
York knitting mill, who has been noti-
fied, and has already sent her assistance.
HICEM Arran-rvs I*mwr.nlmn of
226 From Paris 1o Palestine

The recent departure from Paris of a
group of 226 emigants bound for Pales-
tine has been announced by the Paris
office of the HIAS-ICA Emigration As-
sociation, which overcame many compli-
cations and difliculties to make all neces-
sary arrangements.

Fvery emigrant had a reserved pLu e
on a |'an~-ln Marseilles express train,
with children and elderly persons ac-
commodated in first and second class

cars. “Thanks to the sympathetic co-
operation of the French authorities.” the
Hicem report states, “every emigrant had
hot beverages and a sufficient quantity of
food on departure and while en route.”

The 220 emigrants are part of a group
numbering about one thousand. com-
posed, besides them. of 335 from Bel-
gium, 360 from Switzerland. 90 from the
Philippeville camp. and 90 from German
(-ump~

At a farewell party tendered the de-
purl(-«s in Paris by the Hechalutz, the
Hicem representative was “enthusiastic-
ally acclaimed.” The work of Hicem and
the humanitarian attitude of its personnel
were praised.

Sisters Sail on First French
Ship Going to South America

Three Jewish emigrants to Paraguay
were aboard the S.S. Groix. the first
French vessel sailing to South America
since the liberation of France, it is an-
nounced by Paris Hicem, which suc-
ceeded in making arrangements for the
emigrants.

Two of the emigrants are sisters, for-
mer inmates of the notorious Nazi con-
centration camp at Auschwitz, and the
only survivors of a family of 57.

Hicem managed to place the emigrants
aboard the Groix, despite the fact that
it had been reserved exclusively for mil-
itary and government officials.

Admission of Oswego Residents
Urged by Rep. Dickstein

Calling for the closing of the Oswego
camp, Congressman Samuel Dickstein,
chairman of the House’s Committee on
Immigration and Naturalization, has pe-
titioned the United States Government
to set about releasing the 980 refugees
of the Fort Ontario shelter. Mr. Dick-
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stein, criticizing the State Department for
delaying the release of the refugees,
stressed the need for action without d(‘la\
and pointed out that no new legisation
was required to acc ()ll]')lhh it.

“Existing laws give ample authority
to our Government to permit the admis-
sion of these persons.” Mr. Dic k%l«in
stated on the basis of the findings of :
special sub-committee he headed dll(l

which investigated the Oswego situation.

The first step, he said. ought to be
the shutting of the camp, for the investi-
gating committee has asserted that the
center is “inadvisable, unwarranted and
should be discontinued.” Closure would
save $6000.000 a year and all that is
needed to give the Oswego residents the
status of illegal aliens—in which ca-
pacity they could stay here for a short
time under bond—is a ruling to that
effect from the Attorney General.

Several Jewish organizations are pre-
pared to pledge a million dollar bond
and aid these persons until they can pro-
ceed to Canada and return legally, in a
matter of davs, under quotas which have
been open since the war.

Nazi Atom Bomb Plant Used
To Shelter Jewish Refugees

A group of 104 Sephardic Jews who
embarked at Toulon for repatriation to
Greece, Aug. 17. on the steamer Ascanius.
were unwitting witnesses to the grim race
between the United States and Germany
for the secret of atomic bombing, when
they found shelter in a German atomic
bomb laboratory, according to a cable
received by HIAS from its European
affiliate, the HIAS-ICA Emigration Assn.

Domiciled in Greece, but claiming
Spanish nationality, the group was de-
ported from Greece by the Nazis in
April of last year, and imprisoned at the
notorious BergenBelsen Concentration
Camp. Since that time they have been
under the care of four governments and
the United Nations Relief and Rehabil-
itation Administration, and are now com-
pletm" their modern Odyssey under the
supervision of the HIAS-ICA organiza-
tion.

On the basis of their Spanish na-
tionality, Spain succeeded in having them
shifted to another, and pumumal)l\ less
fearsome German prison camp. Their
comparative safety was short lived, for
they were put aboard an eastbound death
train, destined for an extermination
camp.

The train was captured by American
troops who found shelter for the group
in the immense Nazi meeting hall near
Wolfenbuttel, but soon after the hall
was set ablaze in an artillery battle.

Again American troops came to the
rescue, and transported them to a huge

enclosure at Hitlersleben, now known to
have been the scene of Nazi experimental
work on the atomic bomb. At that time
it was just another temporary haven to
this group of harassed and driven Jews.

Three weeks later, the group suc-
ceeded in joining a train carrving liber-
ated Belgian prisoners of war, and were
lmll~pnlted to Brussels. They were cared
for by the Belgian government for ten
weeks while awaiting repatriation.

UNRRA then directed them to Mar-
seilles, whence they were transported
with the assistance of HIAS-ICA, who
provided them with technical and finan-
cial assistance. The French government
supplied the group with food and lodg-
ing for 19 days.

American trucks carried them to Tou-
lon, whence they embarked for Tarranto.
Italy, to be transshipped for Greece.

Stowaway Refugee Saved
From Deportation by HIAS

The harsh letter of the law was miti-
gated. and justice triumphed. when
young lIgnac Schreckinger. war refugee
with a record of thrilling escapes from
the Nazis, was permitted to enter the
United States. This will enable him
later to adjust his immigration status
and avoid depm'lalion as a stowaway.

HIAS, by intervening in the refugee’s
daxe. $id foo ating neldhw- who d‘ne(‘d
to look after his welfare, helped to }nm“
about this result.

Schreckinger, who is 21 years of age.
and a native of Poland, was left the sole
surviving member of his family after the
Nazi  massacres and depmtdtmn-
Throughout the war he was confined in
concentration camps. In 1943 he es-
caped, and managed to secure employ-
ment on a farm, using the identity papers
of a non-Jew which had been given him
by a friend. After libération by the
Allied armed forces he was given an as-
signment as interpreter by “the United
States Army. and was highly commended
for his work.

With all his near relations wiped out
and no home to which he could return,
Schreckinger’s  heart turned to the
United States, where he had two uncles.
He had no visa. no passport, no one of
the very many documents that immi-
grants nowadays require. The lad never-
theless crossed the Atlantic in the hold
of a freighter, and arrived in New York.
Denied admission to the United States
because of the lack of necessary docu-
ments, the lad’s story so touched the
United States District Attorney that he
decided not to prosecute him under the
provisions of the United States Stow-
away Act.

Meanwhile. HIAS filed an appeal in
Washington. and contacted Schreck-

ILJA DIJOUR

Dijour Leaves for Europe
On HIAS Survey Mission

[lja M. Dijour, executive secretary of
the HIAS-ICA Emigration ~\s-u( ‘1ation,
left this month aboard the S.S. S. Argentina
for Germany to make a lhm(m"h sur-
vey for HIAS as to the needs and facil-
ities for repatriation and emigration of
Jewish camp internees. Mr. DnJoun is
an outstanding authority on emigration
matters.

Carrying credentials to the Intergov-
ernmental Committee for Refugee.- in
London, and to high Allied military
officers in Europe, Mr. Dijour will make
his permanent office in Paris as secretary
general of HIAS-ICA, with which he has
been connected for the past 21 vyears.

A testimonial dinner was tendered Mr.
Dijour a week before his departure by
the Society of Russian Jews. the So-
ciety of French Jews and the Yiddish
Scientific Institute, at which leading rep-
resentatives of American Jewry discussed
immigration problems.

Among the speakers were Abraham
Herman, president of HIAS, Solomon
Dingol, vice president of HIAS, and
Isaac L. Asofsky. executive director of
HIAS., all of whom expressed confidence
in Mr. Dijour’s ability to fulfill his mis-
sion ably and with distinction.

inger’s uncles in the United States—a
Mr. Henry S. Ingber, in Wichita, Kan-
sas, and Mr. Eugene Blazer in Omaha,
Nebraska.

The appeal was successful and the
boy was paroled for six months, during
which time he will be permitted to ad-
just his immigration status and enter the
country in accordance with the immigra-
tion laws. He is now living with “his

uncle in Wichita.

;.
!
|
!
i
i
i
i
!
3
1




T e e

October, 1915

RESCUE

9

Report to the President on Plight of Jews
In Concentration Camps of Occupied Germany

(Continued from Page 2)

particular racial or religious groups
from their nationality categories. the
plain truth is that this was done for so
long by the Nazis that a group has been
created which has special needs. Jews
as Jews (not as members of their na-
tionality groups) have been more se-
verely victimized than the non-Jewish
members of the same or other nationali-
ties.

When they are now considered only
as members of nationality groups, the
result is that special attention cannot be
given to their admittedly greater needs
because, it is contended, dmn" so would
constitute preferential treatment and
lead to trouble with the non-Jewish por-
tion of the particular nationality group.

Thus there is a distinctly unrealistic
approach to the problem. Refusal to
recognize the Jews as such has lhv effect,
in this situation, of closing one’s eves to
their former and more barbaric persecu-
tion, which has already made them a
separate group with greater needs,

Anxious to Leave

Their second great need can be pre-
sented only by «lw ussing what 1 found
to be their wishes as to future destina-
tions.

(1) For reasons that are obvious and
need not be labored. most Jews want to
leave Germany and Austria as soon as
possible. That is their first and great
expressed wish, and while this report
necessarily deals with other needs
present in the situation, many of the
people themselves fear other suggestions
or plans for their benefit, because of the
possibility that attention might thereby
be diverted from the all-important mat-
ter of evacuation from Germany.

Their desire to leave Germany is an
urgent one. The life which they have
led for the past ten years, a life of fear
and wandering and physical torture, has
made them impatient of delay. They
want to be evacuated to Palestine now.
just as other national groups are being
repatriated to their homes. They do not
look kindly on the idea of waiting
around in idleness and in discomfort in
a German camp for many months until a
leisurely solution is found for them.

(2) Some wish to return to their
countries of nationality, but as to this
there is considerable nationality varia-
tion. Very few Polish or Baltic Jews
wish to return to their countries; higher
percentages of the Hungarian and Ru-
manian groups want to return. although

some hasten to add that it may be only
temporarily. in order to look for rela-
tives. Some of the German Jews, espe-
cially those who have intermarried, pre-
fer to stay in Germany.

(3) With respect to pn»ilil«' pl;u'«‘.x of
resettlement for those who may be state-
less or who do not wish to return to
their homes, Palestine is definitely and
preeminently  the first choice. Many
now have relatives there while others.
having ¢ xperie need  intolerance  and
persecution in their homelands for vears,
feel that only in Palestine will llu\ he
welcomed and find peace and quiet and
be given an opportunity to live and
\uul\. In the case of the Polish and the

United States. where lhc‘y have relatives,
others 1o England, the British Do-
minions. or to South America.

Thus the second great need is the
prompt development of a plan to get
out of Germany and Austria as many as
possible of those who wish it.

Otherwise the needs and wishes of the
Jewish groups among the displaced per-
sons can be simply stated: Among their
physical needs are clothing and shoes
(most sorely needed). more varied and
palatable diet. medicines. beds  and
matresses. reading materials. The cloth-
ing for the camps, too, is requisitioned
from the German population. and
whether there is not suflicient quantity to
be had or the German population has
not been willing or has not been com-
pelled to give up sufficient quantity. the
internees feel particularly bitter about

Dachan

Baltic Jews, the desire to go to Palestine
is based in a great majority of the cases
on a love for the country and devotion
to the Zionist ideal. It is also true, how-
ever, that there are many who wish to go
to Palestine because they realize that
their opportunity to be admitted into
the United States or into other countries
in the Western Hemisphere is limited. if
not impossible. Whatever the motive
which causes them to turn to Palestine,
it is undoubtedly true that the great
majority of the Jews now in Germany
do not wish to return to those countries
from which they came.

Need Prompt Plan

(4) Palestine, while clearly the choice
of most, is not the only named place of
possible emigration. Some, but the num-
ber is not large, wish to emigrate to the

ovens,

the state of their clothing when they see
how well the German pnpul.llmn is still
dressed. The German population today
is still the best dressed population in all
of Europe.

II: How Needs Are Being Met

Aside from having brought relief from
the fear of extermination, hospitalization
for the serious starvation cases and some
general improvement in conditions un-
der which the remaining displaced per-
sons are compelled to live. relatively
little beyond the planning stage has been
done. during the period of mass repatria-
tion, to meet the special needs of the
formerly persecuted groups.

UNRRA. being neither sufficiently or-
ganized or equipped, nor authorized to
operate displaced persons camps or cen-
ters on any large scale, has not been in
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position to make any substantial con-
tribution to the situation. Regrettably
there has been a disinclination on the
part of many camp commandants to util-
ize UNRRA personnel even to the extent
available, though it must be admitted
that in many situations this resulted
from unfortunate experiences Army of-
ficers had with UNRRA personnel who
were unqualified and inadequate for the
responsibility involved. Then, too, in
the American and British Zones, it too
frequently occurred that UNRRA per-
sonnel did not include English-speaking
members, and this hampered proper
working relationships.

Under these circumstances UNRRA,
to which has been assigned the responsi-
bility for co-ordinating activities of
private social welfare agencies, has been
in an awkward position when it came to
considering and acting upon proposals
of one kind or another submitted by well
qualified agencies which would aid and
supplement military and UNRRA re-
sponsibilities. The result has been that,
up to this point. very few private social
agencies are working with displaced per-
sons, including the Jews. although the
situation cries out for their services in
many different ways.

It must be said. too. that because of
their preoccupations with mass repatria-
tion and because of housing, personnel
and transport difficulties, the military
authorities have shown considerable re-
sistance to the entrance of voluntary
agency representatives, no matter how
qualified they might be to help meet
existing needs of displaced persons.

IV: Conclusions, Recommendations

1. Now that the worst of the pressure
of mass repatriation is over, it is not un-
reasonable to suggest that in the next
and perhaps more difficult period those
who have suffered most and longest be
given first and not last attention.

Specifically, in the days immediately
ahead, the Jews in Germany and Austria
should have the first claim upon the
conscience of the people of the United
States and Great Britain and the military
and other personnel who represent them
in work being done in Germany and
Austria.

2. Evacuation from Germany should
be the emphasized theme, policy and
practice.

(A) Recognizing that repatriation is
most desirable from the standpoint of all
concerned, the Jews who wish to return
to their own countries should be aided to
do so without further delay. Whatever
special action is needed to accomplish
this with respect to countries of recep-
tion or consent of military or other au-

thorities, should be undertaken with
energy and determination. Unless this
and other action, about to be suggested.
is taken substantial unofficial and un-
authorized movements of people must be
expected, and these will require con-
siderable force to prevent, for the
patience of many of the persons involved
is, and in my opinion with justification,
nearing the breaking point. It cannot
be overemphasized that many of these
people are now desperate, that they have
become accustomed under German rule
to employ every possible means to reach
their end, and that the fear of death does
not restrain them.

(B) With respect to those who do not,
for good reason, wish to return to their
homes, prompt planning should likewise
be undertaken. In this connection, the
issue of Palestine must be faced. Now
that such large numbers are no longer
involved and if there is any genuine
sympathy for what these survivors have
endured, some reasonable extension or
modification of the British White Paper
of 1939 ought to be possible without too
serious repercussions. For some of the
European Jews, there is no acceptable or
even decent solution for their future
other than Palestine. This is said on a
purely humanitarian basis with no ref-
erence to ideological or political consid-
erations so far as Palestine is concerned.

It is my understanding, based upon
reliable information, that certificates for
immigration to Palestine will be prac-
tically exhausted by the end of the cur-
rent month (August, 1945). What is
the future to be? To anyone who has
visited the concentration camps and who
has talked with the despairing survivors,
it is nothing short of calamitous to con-
template that the gates of Palestine
should be soon closed.

The Jewish Agency of Palestine has
submitted to the British Government a
petition that 100,000 additional immi-
gration certificates be made available.
A memorandum accompanying the peti-
tion makes a persuasive showing with
respect to the immediate absorptive ca-
pacity of Palestine and the current,
actual manpower shortages there.

Would Aid Sound Solution

While there may be room for differ-
ence of opinion as to the precise number
of such certificates which might under
the circumstances be considered reason-
able, there is no question but that the
request thus made would, if granted,
contribute much to the sound solution
for the future of Jews still in Germany
and Austria and even other displaced
Jews, who do not wish either to remain
there or to return to their countries of
nationality.

No other single matter is, therefore, so
important from the viewpoint of Jews
in Germany and Austria and those else-
where who have known the horrors of
the concentration camps as is the dis-
position of the Palestine question.

Dr. Hugh Dalton, a prominent mem-
ber of the new British Government, is
reported as having said at the Labor
party conference in May, 1945:

“This party has laid it down and re-
peated it so recently as last April * * *
that this time, having regard to the un-
speakable horrors that have been perpe-
trated upon the Jews of Germany and
other occupied countries in Europe, it
is morally wrong and politically inde-
fensible to impose obstacles to the entry
into Palestine now of any Jews who de-
sire to go there. * * *

“We have also stated clearly that this
is not a matter which should be regarded
as one for which the British Government
alone should take responsibility, but as
it comes, as do many others, in the inter-
national field, it is indispensable that
there should be close agreement and
cooperation among the British, Ameri-
can and Soviet Governments, particu-
larly if we are going to get a sure settle-
ment in Palestine and the surrounding
countries. * * *”

If this can be said to represent the
viewpoint of the new Government in
Great Britain, it certainly would not be
inappropriate for the United States Gov-
ernment to express its interest in and
support of some equitable solution of
the question, which would make it pos-
sible for some reasonable number of
Europe’s persecuted Jews, now homeless
under any fair view, to resettle in
Palestine. That is their wish and it is
rendered desirable by the generally-
accepted policy of permitting family
groups to unite or reunite.

(C) The United States should, under
existing immigration laws, permit rea-
sonable numbers of such persons to
come here, again particularly those who
have family ties in this country. As in-
dicated earlier, the number who desire
emigration to the United States is not
large.

Need Humanitarian Example

If Great Britain and the United States
were to take the actions recited, it might
the more readily be that other countries
would likewise be willing to keep their
doors reasonably open for such humani-
tarian considerations and to demonstrate
in a practical manner their disapproval
of Nazi policy, which unfortunately has
poisoned so much of Europe.

(3) To the extent that such emigra-
tion from Germany and Austria is de-
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layed, some immediate temporary solu-
tion must be found. In any event there
will be a substantial number of perse-
cuted persons who are not physically fil
or otherwise presently prepared for
emigration.

Here 1 feel strongly that greater and
more extensive effort should be made to
oet them out of camps, for they are sick
of living in camps. In the first place.
there is real need for such specialized
places as (a) tuberculosis sanitaria. and
(b) rest hnmcs for those who are
mentally ill or who need a period of
readjustment h(‘fme living again in the
world at large dn)\\hvn'. Some will
require at l(‘dbl short periods of training
or retraining before they can be really
useful citizens.

But speaking more broadly, there is
an opportunity here to give some real
meaning to the policy agreed upon at
Potsdam. If it be true, as seems to be
widely conceded, that the German people
at large do not have any sense of guilt
with respect to the war and its causes  and
results, and if the policy is to be “to
convince the German people that they
have suffered a total military defeat and
that they cannot escape responsibility
for what they have brought upon them-
selves,” it is dificult to understand why
so many displaced persons, particularly
those who have so long been persecuted
and whose repatriation or resettlement
is likely to be delayed, should be com-
pelled to live in crude, overcrowded
camps, while the German people, in
rural areas. continue undisturbed in
their homes.

As matters now stand, we appear to
be treating the Jews as the Nazis treated
them, except that we do not exterminate
them. They are in concentration camps
in large numbers under our military
guard, instead of SS troops. One is led
to wonder whether the German people.
seeing this, are not supposing that we
are following or at least condoning Nazi
policy.

Too Small a Scale

[t seems much more equitable, and as
it should be, to witness the very few
places where fearless and uncompromis-
ing military officers have either requisi-
tioned an entire village for the benefit
of displaced persons, compelling the
German population to find housing
where they can, or have required the
local population to billet a reasonable
number of them.

Thus the displaced persons, including
the persecuted, live more like normal
people and less like prisoners or crimi-
nals or herded sheep. They are in Ger-
many, most of them and certainly the
Jews, through no fault or wish of their

own. This fact is, in this fashion, being
brought home to the German people, but
it is being done on too small a scale.

At many places, however, the military
government officers manifest the utmost
reluctance  or ill(“\'pu\‘ili(m if not
timidity, about inconveniencing the Ger-
man pupllldllull They even say that
their job is to get communities working
pmpul\ and mum“\ again, that they
must “live with the Germans while the
DPS (displaced persons) are a more
temporary problem.”

Thus (and 1T am ready to cite the ex-
ample) if a group of Jews are ordered
to wvacate their temporary quarters,
needed for military purposes. and there
are two possible sites, one a block
flats (model apartments) with conveni-
ences, and the other a series of shabby
buildings with outside toilet and wash-
ing facilities, the Burgomeister readily
~uu('(‘d~ in |wl~|m(hn" the town mavor
to allot the latter to the displaced per-
sons and to save the former for return-
ing German civilians.

This tendency reflects itself in other
ways, namely, in the unpln\mvnt of
German civilians in the offices of Mili-
tary Government when equally qualified
personnel could easily be found among
the displaced persons whose repatriation
is not imminent. Actually, there have
been situations where displaced persons,
especially Jews, have found it difficult
to obtain audiences with military gov-
ernment authorities, because ironically,
the have been obliged to go through
German employes who have not facili-
tated matters.

Eager to Work

Quite generally, insufficient use is
made of the services of displaced per-
sons. Many of them are able and eager
to work, but apparently they are not
considered in this regard. While appre-
ciating that language difficulties are
sometimes involved, | am convinced
that, both within and outside camps.
areater use could be made of the per-
sonal services of those displaced persons
who in all likelihood will be on hand for
some time. Happily. in some camps
every effort is made to utilize the ser-
vices of the displaced persons, and these
are apt to be the best camps in all
respects.

(4) To the extent that (a) evacuation
from Germany and Austria is not im-
mediately possible, and (b) the for-
merly persecuted groups cannot be
housed in villages or billeted with the
German population, T recommend ur-
gently that separate camps be set up for
Jews. or at least for those who wish, in
the absence of a better solution, to be

in such camps. There are several rea-
sons for this: (1) A great majority want
it; (2) it is the only way in which ad-
ministratively their special needs and
problems can be met without charges of
preferential treatment or (oddly vnnugh)
charges of “discrimination™ with respect
to Jewish agencies now prepared and
ready to give them assistance.

In this connection, I wish to empha-
size that it is not a case of singling out a
particular group for special privileges.
[t is a matter of raising to a more normal
level the position of a group which has
been depressed to the lowest depths con-
ceivable by years of organized and in-
human oppression. The measures neces-
sary for their restitution do not come
within any reasonable interpretation of
privileged treatment and are required by
consider rations of justice and humanity.

There has been some tendency at spots
in the direction of separate camps for
those who might be found to be stateless
or non-repatriable or whose repatriation
is likely to be deferred some time.
Actually, too, this was announced some
time ago as SHAEF policy, but in prac-
tice it has not been taken to mean much,
for there is (understandably if not car-
ried too far) a refusal to contemplate
possible statelessness and an insistance,
in the interests of the large repatriation
program, to consider all as repatriable.
This results in a resistance to anything
in the way of special planning for the
“hard core,” although all admit it is
there and will inevitably appear.

While speaking of camps, this should
be pointed out: While it may be that
conditions in Germany and Austria are
still such that certain control measures
are required, there seems little justifica-
tion for the continuance of barbed-wire
fences, armed guards and prohibition
against leavine camp excepl b\ passes,

which at some places are illiberally
granted. Prevention of looting is given

as the reason for these stern measures,
but it is interesting that in portions of
the Seventh Army area. where greater
liberty of movement in and out of camps
is given, there is actually much less
plundering than in other areas where
people, wishing to leave camp tempo-
rarily. do so by stealth.

Insufficient Cooperation

(5) As quickly as possible the actual
operation of such camps should be
turned over to a civilian agency—
UNRRA. That organization is aware of
weaknesses in ils present structure and
is pressing to remedy them. In that con-
nection, it is believed that greater as-
sistance could be given by the military
authorities, upon whom any civilian
agency in Germany and Austria today is
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necessarily dependent, so far as housing,
transport and other items are concerned.
While it is true that military have been
urging UNRRA to get ready to assume
responsibility, it is also the fact that
insufficient umpmatmn of an active
nature has been given to accomplish the
desired end.

(6) Since. in any event, the military
authorities must necessarily continue to
participate in the program for all dis-
placed persons, especially with respect
to housing, transport, security and cer-
tain supplies, it is rec .ommended that
there be a review of the military per-
sonnel elected for camp commandant
positions. Some serving at present, while
perhap~ adequate for the mass repatria-
tion job, are manifestly unsuited for the
longer-term job of working in a camp
composed of people whose repatriation
or resettlement is likely to be delayed.
Officers who have had some background
or experience in social welfare work are
to be preferred, and it is believed there
are some who are available. It is most
important that the officers selected be
sympathetic with the program and that
they be temperamently able to work and
to cooperate with UNRRA and other re-
lief and welfare agencies.

7. Pending the assumption of respon-
sibilitv for operations by UNRRA, it
would be desirable if a more extensive
plan of field visitation by appropriate
Army group headquarters be instituted.
It is believed that many of the conditions
now existing in the camps would not be
tolerated if more intimately known by
supervisory officers through inspection
tours,

8. It is urgently recommended that
plans for tracing services, if on open
postal card nn]\. be made available to
displaced persons within Germany and
Austria as soon as possible. The difficul-
ties are appreciated, but it is believed
that if the anxiety of the people. so long
abused and harassed, were fully under-
stood, ways and means could be found
within the near future to make such
communication and tracing of relatives
possible. I believe also that some of the
private agencies could be helpful in this
direction if given an opportunity to
function.

V: Other Comments

While [ was instructed to report con-

ditions as 1| found them. the following
should be added to make the picture
complete:

(1) A gigantic task confronted the
occupying armies in  Germany and
Austria in getting back to their homes
as many as p()bhlhl(‘ of the more than
6,000,000 displaced persons found in
those countries. Less than three months
after V-E Day, more than 4,000,000 of
such persons have been repatriate
phenumenal performance. One’s first
lmpressum. in surveying the situation,
is that of complete admiration for what
has been acomplished by the military
authorities in so materially reducing the
time as predicted to be required for this
stupendous task. Praise of the highest
order is due all military units with re-
spect to this phase of post-fighting jobs.
In directing attention to existing condi-
tions  which unque~lmnabl\ require
remedying, there is no intention or wish
to detract one particle from the preced-
Ing statements.

A Prediction Confirmed
(2) While I did not actually see con-

ditions as they existed immediately after
liberation I had them described in detail
sufficient to make entirely clear that
there had been, during the intervening
period, some improvement in the condi-

tions under which most of the remaining

displaced persons are living. Reports
which have come out of Germany in-
formally from refugees themselves and
from persons interested in refugee
groups indicate something of a tendency
not to take into account the full scope
of the overwhelming tasks and responsi-
bilities facing the ‘military authorities.
While it is und(l.stdndahlv that those
who have been persecuted and otherwise
mistreated over such a long period
should be impatient at what appears to
them to be undue delay in meeting their
special needs, fairness dictates that, in
evaluating the progress made, the entire
problem and all its ramific: ations be kept
in mind. My effort has been, therefore.
to weigh quite carefully the many com-
plamh made to me in the course of my
survey, both by displaced persons them-
selves and in their behalf, in the light
of the many responsibilities which con-
fronted the military authorities.

(3) While for the sake of brevity this

report necessarily consisted largely of

ceneral statements, it should be recog-
nized that exceptions exist with respect
to practically all of such generalizations.
One high-ranking llllllldl\ authority
predic tod in advance of my trip through
Germany and Austria, that I would find,
with respect to camps containing dis-
placed persons, “some that are quite
good, some that are very bad, with the
average something under satisfactory.”
My subsequent trip confirmed that pre-
diction in all respects.

In order to file this report promptly.
so that possibly some remedial steps
might be considered at as early a date as
pmsll)lt‘ I have not taken time to analyze
all of the notes made in the course of
the trip or to comment on the situation
in France, Belgium, Holland or Switzer-
land, also visited. Accordingly, 1 re-
spectfully request that this report be
considered as partial in nature. The
problems present in Germany and
Austria are much more serious and difhi-
cult than in any of the other countries
named and this fact, too, seemed to make
desirable the filing of a partial report
immediately upon completion of the
mission.

In conclusion, T wish to repeat that
the main solution, in many ways the only
real solution, of the problem lies in the
guick evacuation of all non-repatriable
Jews in Germany and Austria, who wish
it. to Palestine. In order to be effective.
this plan must not be long delayed. The
urgency of the situation should be recog-
nized. It is inhuman to ask people to
continue to live for any length of time
under their present conditions. The
evacuation of the Jews of Germany and.
Ausiria to Palestine will solve the prob-
lem of the individuals involved and will
also remove a problem from the military
authorities who have had to deal with it.

The Army’s ability to move millions
of people quickly and efficiently has been
amply demonstrated. The evacuation of
a relatively small number of Jews from
Germany and Austria will present no
great pml)lem to the military. With the
end of the Japanese war, the shipping
situation should also become sufficiently
improved to make such a move feasible.

The civilized world owes it to this
handful of survivors to provide them
with a home where they can again settle
down and begin to live as human beings,

HIAS

425 Lafayette Street
New York 3, N. Y.

Return Postage Guar~nteed






