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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

F rom 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. ilver Date e te or 2 , 1 ... 

! , • I r eli 

I a th e~·ch f ..... t ·r e e n , rou '.l d J. L. ,,,el e1 . Yo 
crisp n. er ·;ill n t . actl.· )e bal~arn to 1··r . .. 1 er ' ounded 
in .:)cent her rt. ut i i .. to .; e. mi lion th ~s 

• 



. • 

li: 

e c G c·1 

Oct b r 9 5 

, 



Jsnuarr 17, 1946 

American Zi onist Emergency Council 
542 lla.dison A?enue 
:N York 17, R. I. 

dear Ur. Israel11 

I h ve I:l'"'de numerous corr ections in the text so tba t 
I have had the artiole re~ed. I hope that it vdll 
raach you in time. 

~1th ell good nshea, I reuiaill, 

AHSaGR 
Eno. 

ost cordially yours, 



J .:..ri • , l 4 

ol • Isreell 
• n Zionist .,.., sr e ,cy Council 

... on "~ .ra uo 
ri< 17, .Y. 

e ,..,r :.:r. Isreeli: 

I received Sun I s co~· or · "T' e D " .,:1ic: 
e.nt ins ·the ddress e ivered t the d ini tr ti e 
Co ittee .e tin~ t; e ZO. I find t· o criticis to 
...... : e of it: irwt t 1 t it is full of t y~oi;r . hicul e ror • 
T: .re 3 O' ld ~ e better roo -readin0 • econdl· , t he 

te- nt h t it s .,ri tten es eci lly for t ,e n lie 
pa..,e of "T e D )'• is slew:n • 

'it all ·shes, I re in 

Ver., C rdially r rs I 



AMERICAN · ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaasah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mlsrachl Orqanization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist OrgonlzaUon of America 

Dr. !bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Maren 22, 1946 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

.A.ttached is 10ur article for the ,rewiah Morniy 
Journal. I tried to cover with d1gni ty but also •i th 
firimeea all the aalient points of the problem. 

I read the article together with Mr. Manaon, and 
he~di.d not find a word of criticiam! a&reeii,g with the 
Rbetance and form. 

I would appreciate it if yoo.. could return to me 
the article at J'C)Ur Yer, earliest convenience. 

.AII:LD 
Enc. 

Yours respectfull7, 



llr. mold 1. Isre111 
Anlerloan Z1oldat F.alergenas Counc1l 
S42 Madi 801'1 ffGUe 

!OS 11, ■• J'. 

-, dear 1riendt . 

rah 25. 1946 

I ret.umin herewith t.be exoellct article wbiob you serit •• 
It mcw.d be pllbliebed at the earliest moment. 

J. t• ueationa preemt t.hauelvea. Jm I the peraDD to e1p this 
art1olat B7 doing, I would becoae the pr1no1pll object ot 

attack of the Jloale Z1GD.. But I 1111st b~r in d th t I alao 

Cll41run or t.he -Juric Zionist rsfll<V Council and that our 
poll tical acU:dtiea require msximm ~ "1 thin our ranu. 
the approach.in elections h ve alreaq made t.hemaelffa talt 1n tbe 

•ersenGT Council only al 1gb t.1¥ aa 7et. As Presid t ot th• ZO.l, 
I wlll, or course, have to assume raaponaibilltJ' £or the general 
lln• and oempe1p prop mida or the ZOA. I --•ueation, bo\7.-rer, the 
taotiael. nsdom ot publishing an article over my o aipature at 
t.h1a tlae, an article -dab is polemical 1n nature. before the 
pom. t1an or tbe ZDA has been pl ced otn.c1-a11,- betore the Ala rioan 
Jenab Id>llo, d before a number or our Gerieral. Zionist leaders 
have hsd occasion to reinforce end ad'90 te the poei tion take b1' 
th 20£. 

I am derlng wbeUler this particular article abould not be signed 

by a0119C)lle el.-IJ.pa7q, se, Lnlntbal., QQldetain, etc. Arter 
t.he oapnign wn1!'nla up bit, t.hen an article over wq o sign ture • 
would, I bel.1eN, be 11Dre t1JN.17. It I wmaa to publllh a article 

t this ttae, 1 t would hnve to be or a gmeral ch racter and non­

polad.aal 1n nature. 

I haft su e ted to Tarmmba>m that th ZOA engage t.be serri.cee ot 

a jomna.Uat like 11r. juerbach, o would look after our illtereat 
1n the Iiddilb Pren. t d0 1ou think or the aw eetion7 Is 

• l.erbach a General Z1aa1atf It not, oan )'Oil ~-•at 8011e01le elN? 

llost cordially JOQrs, 

.tBSaGll 



P.S. I ha e indioated on the a t plao ere, 1n IV 
Judgment, alight rnia1an 1.a lndioatect. I VIOWd not refer 

t 8113 t1u tot.he eatJ.on ot "ethic. or waw.d I reter 
to the numerical 1Deigniti ce or the Poal• Zion. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

\ . 
MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date April 5, 1946 

From Arnold K. Israeli 

CONFIDENTIAL 

I "•ish to report to you about a discussion I had yesterday with David 

ertheim which clarified for me -- a..~d I am sure it will do so for you 
the atmosphere in which our Shekel and Elections Campaign is developing . 

• 1r . Wertheim was in my office and I felt this was an opportunity to dis­

cuss with him the rumors that labor Zionists are spreading in the coun­

tr~ about your adverse attitude towards labor. 

I will give you the discussion in detail . 

AKI: "Chaver Wertheim, don 1 t you think you and your group are making a 
grave mistake by spreading rumors throughout the country to the 
effect that Dr. Silver is an enemy of labor? Don't you think that 
in the end he and his group may really become antagonistic to 
labor because of those tactics? I talked to Dr. Silver and to his 
closest collaborators a number of times about their attitude towards 

labor Zionism or labor in Palestine , and I didn't notice any un­
friendly feelings on their part touards the Hi stad.ruth or the labor 
members of the Agency." 

Dn: "It will be the greatest disaster for the movement if Silver should 
become the dominant figure in the Agency or in the World Zionist 
Executive . We were instinctively right when we voted in the Emer­
gency Council with his enemies. We reverted ourselves afterwards 
but only for the American scene. The question of Dr. Silver 's 
leadership on a world scale is a different story altogether." 

AKI: "Wey!" 

D~: "You see, the Zionist Organization of the ·orld is probablJ living 
its last days. It may take another year or a feu years and the 

politic 1 status of Palestine will be settled. The Zionist Organi­
zation will then virtually disappear as an active factor. The 

Yishuv will t.;ike ptters in its hands. The Zionist Congress will 

not be able to impose upon the Yishuv its decisions. And when we 
say Yishuv, it really means Histadruth. It has nov 150,000 members. 

Their number fs steadily on the increase. This is the future gov-

Grnment of Palestine. To increase now the influence of General 

Zionist leadership in Palestine is absurd and dangerous." 

AKI: "You mean to say that you do not want General Zionists in the higher 

councils of the Agency?« 

DW: "Yes, if Dr. Silver wants to move to Palestine and live there he can 
be an active member of the Executive; perhaps in charge of political 

activities, but not the President of the organization." 
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AKI: 11Vlhy not?" 

DW: "Because he will not want t o be the figurehead that Dr. V, eizmann has 
been,leaving to the Executive the actual :ork. He Vi ill want to be 
active, and everywhere. That, we cannot agree to." 

AKI: "hat would you propose?" 

DVi: "We would insist upon Dr. Weizmann -to remain i n the Presidency. He 
has learned to work with the Hist adruth and no changes need be made. 11 

AKI: "Do you mean th t you can sidetrack the vital ~.merican Zionist Organ­
ization which is furnishing to the Agency t he ost oney and backing 
it with political influence? How long ill American Zionists agree 
t ~ supply all that and stay out from the highest leadership in the 
movement. They will not always want to be the huers of wood and 
carriers of water in the movement." 

DVv: "American Je11rn will give money and will help Palestine no matter who 
is at the head." 

AKI: 11 \Vhat would you do if General Zionists were to have t he majority at 
t he next Congress? Is it worthwhile to antagonize the American 
leadership of General Zionists?" 

DVI: 11}1ever mind, Hadassah will not vote for Silver." 

AKI: "I believe ou ought t think twice before alienating the most active 
group in Zionism at this moment. It doesn't matter when the political 
status of Palestine will settle, but it will take years before the 
Jews are a majority in Palestine and meanwhile, the r orld Zionist 
Organization will function even more actively than now and will be the 
mainstay of Palestine in every respect particularly with respect to 
finances and political backing. You ought to think twice before you 
provoke such a radical split in Zionist ranks. You are making enemies 
of friends and perhaps denying Palestine the help that you yourselves 
couldn't muster." 

DW: 11It isn•t we, reall y, it is the Gene al Zionists who are at fault at 
tlie present moment. Read in today's papers Lipsky's statement to the 
effect th~t things have changed in the Palestine situation and, there­
fore, a new leadership is necessary. Read what r eumann bas said in 

Palestine bringing Silver to t he fore and talking of nevi leadership. 

(

Read what Frisc , what Goldstein said at the Silver dinner. There is 
no doubt they all want to dislodge the Histadruth and take its place. V 
They all talk about the new leadership and about the self-assertion of 
General Zionism. This means -- Silver as against the present leader-
ship in the Agency which is intolerable an~ would be disastrous." 

From this discussion, you can draw your own conclusions. As far as I am con­
cerned, I understand now more fully the crusade against you. It is expected 
to do away with the World Zionist Organization and supplant it by the Hista­
druth which expects to get the help of Jews anyr a.y; General Zionists or no 
General Zionists. 

AKI:MH 



\ . 
.AMJmICAN ZIONIST DIERG:g,CI OOUNCIL COPY ----

1 542 IIADIOON AVEIUE, ND YORK 17, N. I. 

' ' . 
; 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date April 5, 1946 

From Arnold K. Isreell 

CONFIDENTIAI, 

I wish to report to you about a discussion I had yesterday with David 
Wertheim which clarified tor me - and I am sure it will do so for you -
the atmosphere in which our Shekel and Elections Campaign is developing. 

Mr. Wertheim was in my office and I felt this was an opportunity to dis­
cuss with him the nunors that labor Zionists are spreruUng in the countr,­
about your adverse attitude towards labor. 

I will give you the discussion in detail. 

AKI: 0 Chaver ivertheim, don't you think you and your group are making a 
grave mistake by spreading rumors throughout the country to the 
effect that Dr. Silver is en enemy or labor? Don't you think that 
in the en<.i he and his group mq really become antagonistic to 
labor because of those tactics? I talked to Dr. Silver and to his 
closest collaborators a number or times about their attitude towards 
labor Zioniam or labor in PaJ.estine, and I didn1t notice any un­
friendly feelings on their part towards the Histadruth or the labor 
members of the Agency. " 

DW: "It will be the greatest disaster for the movanent if Silver should 
become the dominant figure in the Agency or in the World Zionist 
Executive. We were instinctively right when we voted in the Fmer­
gency Council with his enemies. We reverted ourselves afterwards 
·but only ror the American scene. 'lhe question of Dr. Silver's 
leadership on a world scal.e is a different story al together. n 

AKI: "Why1n 

DW: "You see, the Zionist Organization of the World is probably living 
its last days. It may take another year or a few years and the 
poll tical. status of Pal.es tine will be settled. The Zionist Organi­
zation will then virtually disappear as an active factor. The 
Yishuv will take matters in its hands. The Zionist Congress will 
not be able to impose upon the Yishuv its decisions. And when we 
sq Yishuv, it reaJJy means Histadruth. It has now 150,000 members. 
Their number is stescUly on the increase. This is the future 
government of Palestine. To increase now the influence ot GenereJ. 
Zionist leadership in Palestine is absurd and dangerous." 

AKI: "You meen to say that you do not want General Zionists in the higher 
councils or the Agency?• 

DW: "Yes, ir Dr. Silver wants to move to Palestine and live there he can 
be an active manber or the Executive; perhaps in charge of poll tical 
activities, but not the President or the organization." 
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AKI: ''Why not?" 

DW: "Because he will not went to be the figurehead that Dr. Weizmann has 
been, leaving to the Executive the actual. work. He will want to be 
active, and everywhere. Th.at, we cannot agree to." 

AKI: "What would you propose?• 

DW: 11We would insist upon Dr. Weizmann to remain in the Presidency. He 
has learned to work with the Histadruth and no changes need be made." 

AKI: "Do you mean that you can sidetrack the vital American Zionist Organ­
ization which is furnishing to the Agency the most money and backing 
it with political infiuence? How long will American Zionists agree 
to supply all that and stay out from the highest leadership in the 
movement. They will not always want to be the buers of wood and 
carriers of water in the movement." 

DW: "American Jews will give money and will help Palestine no matter who 
is at the head." 

.AKI: ''What would you do if' General Zionists were to have the majority at 
the next Congress? Is it worthwhile to antagonize the American 
leadership of General Zionists?" 

DW: "Never mind, Hadassah will not vote for Silver." 

AKI: "I believe you ought to think twice before alienating the most active 
group in Zionism at this moment. It doesn't matter when the political 
status of Palestine will settle, but it will take years before the 
Jews are a majority in Palestine and meanwhile, the World Zionist 
Organization will function even more actively than now and will be the 
mainstay of Palestine in every respect particularly with respect to 
finances and political backing. You ought to think twice before you 
provoke such a radical split in Zionist ranks. You are making enemies 
of friends and perhaps denying Palestine the help that you yourselves 
couldn't muster." 

DW: "It isn't we, really, it is the General Zionists who are at fault at 
the present moment. Read in todey 1 s papers Lipsk;y 1 s statement to the 
effect that things have changed 1n the Palestine situation and, there­
fore, a new leadership is necessary. Read what Neumann has said in 
Palestine bringing Silver to the fore and talking of new leadership. 
Read what Frisch, what Goldstein said at the Silver dinner. 'lhere is 
no doubt they all want to dislodge the Histadruth and take its place. 
They all talk about the new leadership and about the self-assertion or 
General Zionism. This means - Silver as against tbe present leader­
ship in the Agaicy which is intolerable and would be disastrous. n 

From this discussion, you can draw your own conclusions. As far as I am 
concerned, I understand now more tuJ.ly the crusade against you. It is expect­
ed to do awq with the World Zionist Organization and supplant it by the His­
tadruth which expects to get the help of Jews eeywq; General Zionists or no 
General Zionists. 



r. Arnold?:. Isreell 
American Zionist »ziergeney COUnoll 
542 disoc A~ue 

York 17, • Y. 

dear rriend: 

April ll, 1946 

I am deeply gratehl. to you tor tbe various amoranda 
which ,ot1 sent me. !hey have been extranely helptul • 

. en I 1n 8'I York next ..,...m:: I should like to have 
a bit ot free time 111 th you, m • call tallc over the 
many 1 teas and ai estions oon tained 1n your memo da.. 

i th all good shes for a very happy Pesa.ch, I remain 

ost cordially yours, 

AHSaGR 



, 
'AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver October 30, 1945. 

Frona Mr. Arnold K. Iareeli 

At my luncheon-conference with Mr. P. Novick, editor of the Morning Freiheit, I 
wanted him to clarify the following pointsa 

1. For hom does the Freiheit speak and ho formulates its policies. 

2. What are the relations of the Freiheit-group to the Communist Party here 
and to Moscow. 

3. Where does the Freiheit's Palestine stand differ from our aims, where is 
their agreement with ua. 

4. What does he know about loscow•s attitude twards us. 

The Freiheit belongs to a separate and quasi-independent group organized in the 
"Freiheit Association11 • The leaders are members of the Comparty but the Freiheit 
is not a party organ. 

The policies of the Freiheit are formulated at the annual conferences of the 
Association. There ill soon be such a national conference where Zionism will be 
thoroughly discussed. Zionism is not the Freiheit•s policy all the way, although 
there are in the Association many outright Zionists. At the next conference their 
voice will surely be heard. The leaders of the Freiheit Association differ from us 
in our belief that Zionism will solve all the Jewish problems. They are for Jerlsh 
statehood in Palestine, but this is, in their view, not a panacea to all Jewish ills, 
not even entirely to Jewish homelessness. They believe that there is a possibility 
of having close Jewish settlementa in several areas, for instance in Biro-Bidjan. 
They may in various places assume different forms. They agree that the peculiar 
Palestine economy and the "personality", so to speak, of the Yishuv tend to Jewish 
statehood there, and they are for it. lbt the immediate Commonwealth demand while 
the Arabs are still the majority is utopistic and they cannot go with us all the way. 

Here I asked Mr. Novick, wherein does the Freiheit 1s stand on Palestine differ from 
that of the American Jewish Committee or of the American Council for Judaism. The 
answer was• the Freiheit believes in a world Jewish people, in a future, if not 
immediate, Jewish state in Palestine, in the necessity to foster the Iishuv as a 
j~el of our people, while the others are assimilationists. 

A great deal of the interview as devoted to Russia. I wanted to know& 
a. Who 1n Russia has an opinion on Palestine; 
b. Is that opinion official; 
c. What ate the relations between the Freiheit and those quarters, 
d. What does he know about the stand of the Moscow government. 

Officially Moscow expressed an opinion on Palestine only through the Einigkeit Com­
mittee, which is a body fostering Jewish unity throughout the world. It is not direct­
ly a govennment nor a Oomparty institution, but its activitiee have the consent of both. 
It is understood that the pronouncemente of the Committee could not be contradictory to 
the wishes of the Government. 
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The Committee has enunciated its Palestine policy in a manifesto which as printed 
in Russia and reprinted by the "Freiheit" in its issue of ovember 16th ,1944, 
(I will get a copy). The manifesto favors open doors, the abo ition of the White 
Paper, some recognized form of statehood, but in agreement and in cooperation rlth 
the Arabs, with some Arab circles at least. The Freiheit takee its cue from the 
Einigkeit Co~mittee in oscow. 

Our discussion then turned to the attitude of the Soviet Government. There were 
no discussions on Palestine in the officia1 Soviet press outside of the Einigkeit 
magazine. But as far as he knows, Russia is not disinterested in the ~alestine 
solution. The government merely ants to be very careful, not to evoke undue 
suspicions,and desires to enter the scene gradually. oscow does not uelieve 
the present ruling class in the Arab countries, but there are no other politically 
conscious classes in the Arab countries as yet. Therefore, it would be best for 
the Jews not to provoke any ·war-like reactions at present and meanwhile to cultivate 
the masses. This, one can say, would please Moscow most, and from this viewpoint 
it will be looked there very favorably upon opening the doors of Palestine and not 
so favorably upon the demand for the immediate proclamation of a Jewish Common~ealth. 




