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IIEKORA.IDUX 

RE1 1~ NEW YORI. CITY• A CENTER FOR LATDT AMERICAN ZIONIST VISITORS 

2~ TIE LilI?l AKER.IC.AN DEPARTJIEBTS 

3~ TBE TlfOFOLD DUTY OF ZIOll'IS'l L'4!.AIBR.Sm:P TOWARD L.lTIB AVmICil 

JEWRY 

l. ~'W YORK CITY, A CENTER FOR LA.TIB AlafhlUCAN ZIOBIST VISIT<ES 

Hew York City reoeives a constant stream of Latin aerican 
Jewish Tisitora. Zionist and non-Zionists who oan be easily won over 
for our work~ In the past two years, the La.tin .IJllerioan Department 
ot the Jewish ~:noy for Palestine availed itself of this opportunity 
to stimulate au' guide political and other Zionist &ctiTities in the 
Latin 411,erioan countries~ (See ..Appendix A) 

j.t the tine the reaOTal. or the. Latin aerioan Department trca 
•ew York to lr&shi:ngton wae deoreed• there exi ate d in l'ew York the Keren 
lllYeeod Latin Alaerican DepariiieiiE whioh r8Jl8.ined a valuable contact with 
Tisi ting Zi'oniats~ The Xeren Ha.yesod ia now definitely oloeing 1 ta llew 
York office~ Latin Jaerioan Jews oan.ing to Bew York City - they seldc:m• 
if enr. go to any other city, and least of all to Washington - will 
henoef'crth have no contact whatever with any official Zionist body, let 
alone with a. representative especially concerned iith their needs and 
problem2'' 

2~ THE LATIN .IIIERICAll lEPARTIIEITS -
a~ The Latin Aaerican DLTisio:n of' the recently created World Ccn

aittee t~ Palestine• located in Waehi:ogton, D.c., is carrying on to 
the fullest extent the politioal work tor whioh the Latin aerioan 
Departlllent ot the J 9wish Ag-encl had been created origi111.lly in !few 
York City. in B0vaaber• 1943; 

• Note I It was f'el t from the very inception of this work 
that it would carry greater weight if it were pro
moted by a non-Jewish Zionist body• ottioially,at 
leaat. and the plans tor creating such body were 
fol lowed out immedia.teq atter the oreation of the • 
first two pro-Palestine oClllllittees in Latin Azn.erioa; 

b. the present La.tin Aa:lrioan l)epartment of the Jewish ~enoy- in 
Washington was informed at the tirst atatf' m.eetil:)g held on Wed •• Jan~ 16. 
1946• that it is to engage in Zionist organisaticmal and cultural work. 
but that it is not e:xpected to dO IIUOh until *al"tier the !ioilit o;r.•···· 
because there are no aeam and no people to go down to those coun ••• 



z 

c. I deem it worthwhile to call to your attentim. that the recently 
created I,atin oerioan Depe.rtment ot the AJaerican Jewish CCIIIJlittee.UDder 
the directcrahip ot a noted Argentina eduaa.tor. Kr. K. Yagupsk;y. is loc
ated in llew Tork City where it can and wi.11 have close contact with Jews 
ccming f'rcm Latin j}nerica. Moreover• the aerican Jewish Committee seeaa 
to tind enough people to send to those countries as emissaries and it is 
openillg regional ottioes in Latin oerica. 

3. The twofold Duty of Zionist 1,eadership toward Latin •rican. Jewry 

Zionist leaders are no doubt aware how importaat it is to make Zion
ism a force in the life of those coornnm1 ties tor their own sake and to 
harness their human and ma.terial resources for the good ot fJie movement. 
Zionist leaders. ao poignantly aware ot the irreparable loss our movaent 
sustained on the EUropean front. will surely not permit themselTee to OTer
look the Latin .jJDerican r4servoi:r ot more than 650.000 Jews~ That these 
Jews haw been to a very great extent overlooked by our Zionist leadership• 
is cama.on knowledge~ (See Appendix B) 

.&lthough Latin American Jewry is overwhe]mingly Zionistio in its 
sentiments. the chaos created by the zeal of misguided emissaries of a 
certain instituticn has reduced Zionism in those countries to tragic in
signif'ioanoe am impotence. It is my oonviotian. based on tiret-hand 
knowled€J3 and experienoe. that even if the Latin aerioan Department of 
the Jewish Agenoy for Palestim were instructed to go ahead full steam 
now. it is most improbable that it could enlist the cooperation of the 
iiicellectuals and rally the masses on that continent by means ot corres
pondence• in many oases with the very same individuals who paralyze all 
local Zionist initiatiw and prevent the emergence of a wide and popular 
Zionist movement. such m.O'V8Dlent can be created and developed only by 
the follm.ng steps s 

a~ A Zionist leader. Mly accredited by the Jewish Agemy. should 
visit immediately as J1W2Y ot the countries as possible. especially £i-gen
tina and Brazil• and enlighten the leaders in those countries and put an 
end to the eanf'usicm which preftils there. 

b; A1l experienced organi~er or two should be sent to those countries 
for several •OJJ.tha to launch Zionist maaborship drives and to train the 
local people in Zionist organizational 110rlc. {They lack in many oases 
the mo st rudimentary knowledge.) 

o; A Zi:oniat regional offioe should be opened in A.l"gentina, it poaaible• 
with a permanent director and a paid staff. 

The work oarried on energetically and persistently by the Latin .Amer
ican J»partment ot the Jewish £gency 111 Rew Tork. during the last two years, 
has brought about a general awakening and aa urgent demand tor orientation 
and organizatica. Zionist leadership must now avail itself of this •oocl 
ot preparedness. ~o wait _till after the Zionist Congress would be a dia
servioe to Zioni• and unfair to Latin aerioan Jewry. 
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rm case ot Lilla, Peru, will serw to illustrate the iaportance ot • personal contacts with Latin aerioan Jewish Tisi tore to this country. 
The Lilla "Zionist F8 derati~" waa J)Ot in a poeition to undertake the taslc of orea'tin& apro P&lest1ne cClllllittee in their country and therefore reocanended a non-Zionist with proper "ocmtaots• tor this 190rJc. The nonZionist rejected the •itten request ot 1he Latin aerioan Departaent ot the Jewish Agemy on the ground that he knew little or nothing about Jews and still less about Ziom•• and because his beginning of an interest in things Jewish had already put upon him. an unusual burden ot ccwrnnnal duties and resp0ll8ibilitie1. 

Jlontha later, the Latin American Depe.rtaant in New Yark was inf'ormed that the gentleman was in a q,api tal in. Iew York. When he rec0'98red he• he kept his pr<llliae and oame twice to the Latin Aaerioan !>epartm.mt and allowed himself to be informed and persuaded to undertakB the worlc at first proposed to him almost a year prier to his Ti.sit to Hew York~ Be returned to his country, rallied the Zionists around himself, created the pro Palestine Ccmmi ttee among whose membel'II are the president oft lB Senate and ainistere ot the Cabinet, he opened an ottioe tor the COllllli ttee and sent a mo st capable and energetic gOTermnent ottioial as a delegate to. the Warld Christian Con.tereb.oe far Palestine that was held in Washing t on. n.c .• No"f8:lllber 1-2, 1946~ 

APPEBDIX B 

Not in years ha8 a Zionist leader 'risited the Latin aerioan oountriea on behalf ot an. otticdLl Zionist body~ Al though the holding ot the First Latin AJnerican zioilit ConveiE1011. waa decided upon as early as August 29• 194', not a single Zionist leader honore'd the Connntion with his preseJ1Ce during the aeaaiom of Karoh 10-16• 1946e 

Jl•bera of the Zionist &.oti0Jl8 Committee and of the Jewish ~emy who toured those countries did not do so under the auspices ot aey Zionist body a.1 suo~ Indeed• a member of the Zionist Aotions Committee refused to appear at the reoent Balfour Day Rally in Buenos Aires ( a oity of ecae 300• eoo Je118), and hie sponsors dellanded tba.t hie name be eliainated trca an_y further Zionist publicity tor that ajar Zionist function. 

In lrazil, oertain foroea are still engaged in. iapresaing upon Zionists and tm people in general that Zionia. is not l;'f and that the gOTermental pre•• release of .tpril 5, 1946 i e ill•w• e no higher Zionist authority has ahown to/date ~ interest in that rge and prosperous Jewish oaa.muni ty • and no z'ionist leader or oomadttee has been sent there to •t aright the a·o-oalled Zionists who oppose the reetoraticm. ot the Zionist Jll0"8•J:Jt thare. 

Latin. aerioan Jews do not know how to interpret this utter unconcern on the part ot the higher Zionist instaaoea with regard to the si tuatica created in those countries, especially sinoe those directly responsible for "the oontueion md paral1,a ia ·or Zioniat effort purport to aot in the name of high Zionist authari ties. 




