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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From · 

MEMORANDUM 
Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees 

Date 
August 20, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

At his press conference at the White House on Thursd~, August 16, 1945, 
President Truman commented on the Palestine question and his stat roent 
has attracted widespread attention. 

You may- not have read a full account of the President's statement. We. 
are therefore submitting for your infonnation a detailed report of what 
took place at the press conference. 

The President was asked whether anything about "the Jewish National State" 
was discussed at Potsdam. He answered that he had discussed the matter 
with Mr. Churchill and Mr. Attlee and that they are still discussing it, 

The next question was whether the matter had also been taken up with 
Generalissimo Stalin. The President answered in the negative, and added 
that there was nothing that Stalin could do about it. 

The third and final question was: What was the }.merican view on Palestine 
put forth at the Berlin conference? The President answered that the Ameri­
can view on Palestine is that we want as many Jews as possible to be let 
into that country; that then the matter will have to be worked out d.iplo. 
matically with the Bri tisll and the Arabs so that if a State can be set up 
in Palestine, they m~ be able to set it up on a peacoful basis. The 
President added that he has no desire to send 500,000 America.n soldiers 
to make peace in Palestine. 

The Zionist reaction to the views expressed by President Truman is con­
tained in a statement issued by the Jewish Agency for Palestine in London. 
where Zionist lead.ere from all parts of the world had just concluded the 
World Zionist Conference. 

The full text of the Jewish Agency's statement issued on August 17, 1946 
follows& 

"The Jewish Agency for Palestine is gratified to learn that the 
proposal to establish Palestine as a Jewish State 1s under active 
consideration. Jews eveeywhere appreciate· the recognition by the 
American Government of the justice of the Jewish desire to bring 
to Palestine as many Jews as possible and re--establish a national 
state. 

"The Agenc7 muat point out that the Palestine issue primarily con• 
cerns the Jewish people, the Arabs of Palestine and the Great Powers. 
Arabs of states neighboring Palestine have no other status in Pales­
tine than all other members of the United Nations. 
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11 The question of Palestine is one of the many int ernational problems 
whose solution must be conceived in justice and equity, and carried 
out with determination. The notion that large military forces \\Tould 
specially be required in the case of Palestine, has, in the conviction 
of the Jewish Agency, no relation to the realities of the situation. 

"If the future of Palestine is now under consideration by the (froat 
Powers, the Jewish Agency representing the Jewish peopl0 in matters 
Palestinian, must claim to be a party to all discussions anc1 negotia­
tions on equal footing with any nati onal gove:rnr.1ent. 11 

You will be receiving additional information from us on this important 
matte ro A round-up of p~e~s opinion on President Truman's stat ement will 
be sent to you after ali ·r.b':, necessary material has been g~.tl erod. In the 
meantime, p:':. ease be gui11.t d r ;r the above informati 0n in attemi>ting to evalu­
ate the sigrn.ficance of the President I s utterance. 

HLS:MiJf 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees August 20, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The next six or seven months may be a most significant period in the 
history of our movement. Decisions may be made during this time which 
m~ determine the future political configuration of Palestine. It ~1111 
be necessary that the political work of our movement be coordinated as 
never before and that the central group, the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council, have the full cooperation of every local committee throughout 
the nation. The degree of our effectiveness will greatly influence the 
expected decisions in our favor. 

In order that the Emergency Council mEcy" be helpful in furthering this 
cooperation it has been decided to revise our administrative plan by 
expanding the Department of Community Contacts, and Mr. J.M. Alkow 
has been selected to direct the program of this departmont. Under his 
direction, representatives of the Department may be sent to certain 
communities in order that they m~ bring necessary confidential infonna­
tion to the committees and be helpful in advising on procedures and 
activities. 

I am certain that ~pu will give Mr. Alkow the cooperation of your 
committee at all times. In the past Local Emergency Committees have 
done a sple·ndid job and I hope that this excellent record mey be main­
tained in the coming critical days. 

Regards. 

HLS:J:.m 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date August 21, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

It 1s extremely important that there be a correct appraisal of President 
Truman I s statement with regard to Palestine in the press throughout the 
country. You will be rendering our cause a great service if you now make 
every effort to obtain editorial comment in your local newspapers along 
the lines indicated in this memorandum. Do not submit the memorandum to 
iour editors. Give them tyPewritten copies of the outline only. 

OUTLINE OF EDITORIAL 

1. Believers in justice ever-jWhere are deeply gratified by President Truman's 
announcement that the proposal to establish Palestine as a Jewish State is 
being given active consideration. This pressing human problem, the solution 
of which is a matter of life and death for the Jewish people, cannot be 
side-stepped, and President Truman's expressed desire to deal with the ques­
tion without delay gives new hope to the shattered remnants of European Jewry 
who look to Pal.est ine as their only salvation. 

2. In declaring that the American Government desires to let into Palestine 
as many Jews as possible and re-establish a national state there, President 
Truman has reaffirmed the traditional American position on Palestine. Our 
historic policy of supuort for Jewish aspirations in Palestine has been 
repeatedly expressed by '1Very American precident since Woodrow Wilson, by 
a Joint Resolution of both Houses of Congress, and by forthright declarations 
in the 1944 platforms of both the Democratic and Republican parties. In re­
cent years, as the staggering blows to the Jewish people increased in in­
tensity, the American people have insistently demanded that Justice must at 
long last be done to the Jews, and that the historic pledge contained in the 
Bal.four Declaration and in the Palestine Mandate be fulfilled. 

3. Those who arc well acquainted with Middlo Eastern affairs are puzzled 
by President Truman I s assertion that he has no desire to send a half millio'n 
American soldiers to keep order in Palestine. Experts on the Arab world 
have time and again pointed out that no active Arab resistance would follow 
a United Nations declaration in favor of a Jewish Commonwealth. Any impres­
sion which may have been created that a decision on Palestine favorable to 
the Jews would require the intervention of the American and British military 
is thp result of political. propaganda spread by those responsible for the 
infamous policy of the Whito Paper of 1939, which prohibits Jewish immigra­
tion into Palestine. 
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Is it r easonable to sup~ose that the Arab countries will oppose by force 
a d.eci sion taken by the Great Powers? In this connection it is well to 
point out that no more than two British battalions were required to put 
dotm the Ir&q revolt of 1941; that during tho disturbances of 1936-1939 in 
Pclcstine, when terrorists were receivi ng aid and support from Hitler and 
Mussoli:ii, order ,1as re--established eyonly one British di vision aided by 
Jewish settlement police. 

The Arab states, relying as they are on American economic assistance and 
friendship, wit!1out which their existence would become highly problen~.tical, 
cannot seriously conte~plute the use of armed force against us. Even if 
Arab lea.ders considered embarking on such a suicidal project, they could 
muster ver-J few troops with little training and equipment and no de sire to 
fi cht. 

Arab leaders -- the same individuals who actively supported the Axis in 
t his war urld who proclaimed their allegiance to the United Nati ons only 
after the Germans were beaten beyond recovory -- intent upon halting the 
wave of progress which would inevitably follow the establishment of Pales­
tine as a Jewish State, and promoted by those forces responsible for the 
~lhite Paper policy, are now engaged in an all-out effort to terrorize the 
democratic world into denying the just claims of the Jewish people. It is 
to be hoped that the rantings and idle threats of a few feudal chieftcllls 
will not be t3.ken seriously by those charged with the responsibility of 
creating a new and bet t er world wherein all men may be given the opportunity 
to live in freedom and security. 

HLS:ME? 



• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 10, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The following round-up of Jewish press comment on President Truman's 
recent statement with regard to Palestine will supplement the information 
on this subject already sent to you. 

The initial reaction of the Jewish press was to hail the f act that tl1e Presi­
dent had "kept his word" and had placed the Palostine question on the 
agenda of the international conferences. The statement was generally 
regarded as a declaration by the American Govemmont favorabl e to Jewish 
aspirations in Palestine. 

Later comment was more reserved, however, and Jm1ish edi torinl writers 
and columnists found a great deal that was objectionaqle i tl the statement. 

On August 19, the Jewish Morning Journal declared: "When the President 
emphasizes that he is opposed to sending an anny to keep peace in Palestine, 
he hints that he sees danger ahead •.. This alone can have an adverse effect. 
If the Arabs should be made to feel that the world is afraid of them ... 
they will continue their efforts to frighten Britain and America •.. Vis-a­
vis the Arabs, evidence of power and a clea.i-cut decision arc undoubtedly 
necessary, inasmuch as they have boen incited and encouraged to opposition ••. 
The Jewish State must not be placod under a question mark. I t should be­
come a 'must, 1 an obligation on the part of Britain and America, a matter 
of historic justice to a people which for thousands of years was maligned 
and robbed of its due. 11 

The Jewish Da.y of August 19 declared: "The l3r1 tish Government never con­
sulted the Arab states about Palestine until 1939, when it resolved to 
introduce the White Paper policy •.• Britain needed support for its action, 
and from whom could it obtain that support if not from the Arabs? Thus 
was born the Arab-Jewish Conference of 1939, to which were invited not 
only the Jews and the Arabs of Palestine, who are directly concerned with 
the economic and political future of that country, but also neighboring 
Arab princes who have no stake in Palestine." 1he editorial expressed 
disappointment over the fact that President Roosevelt followed this 
pattern and dealt with Ibn Saud, and that now President Truman seems to 
place great emphasi1 on the Arabs of the neighboring countries. 

·Jacob Fishman, in his column in the Jewish Morning Journal on August 21, 
said that the Arabs will "talk business" only whon they lmow that tho 
!ig Throe do not fear Ibn Saud's threats. "President Truman should be 
made aware of this," said Mr. Fishman. RI believe that his feeling 
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towards us is one of good will, but his false illusion (about the need for 
sending American soldiers to keep peace in Palestine) will not produce good 
results." 

--------------
SCATTERED COMMENT IN THE GENERAL PRESS 

The New York Herald-Tribune of August 18, carried an editorial interpreting 
President Truman's statement as a declaration calling for "the fulfillment 
of the Balfour Declaration I s promise of a Jewish nati ·mal state," and added 
that "the President I s stand ••• is the only one which Ar.ierica.ns, i n all con­
science, could approve." 

"The consensus here is, we believe, that the White Paper was urong, was an 
e~'J)edient of appeasement, and should now be corrected. This is the time 
to correct it. This nation, moreover, is directly concerned~ ccause of its 
adherence to the Balfour Declaration embodied in the mundatc ~ranted to 
Great Britain by the League of Nations in 1917, an adherence specifically 
backed by Congressional resolution. The fact that its fulfill~cnt has oeen 
delayed and, in the turmoil of the last fow years, jeopardi~cd han dism,1ycd 
men of good will here as elsewhere," the Herald Tribu.~o said. (This editorial 
has been widely reprinted by other nowspapers throughout tho count~•.) 

The Youngstown (Ohio) Vindicator on August 17, 1945 discussed the question 
of relations with the Arabs raised by President Truman's stata~ent, and 
concluded: 

"Now that the war is ended, the l3ri tish do not have to be so careful of 
Arab feelings. And Victor l31enstock, European editor of the Oversoas News 
Agency and an export on tho Middle East, wroto recently th·1.t the Arabs 
'will accept any settlement of the Palestine problem which they feel the 
:British are determined to impose, especially if that solution hr:.s the 
approval of the United States and the Soviet Union.'" 

HPM:MH 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

IMPORTAUT * * * CO r.FIDEl'TIA,t 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Dnergency Committees 
Date 

September 11, 19·'\5 

Harry L. Shapiro 

We are calling on you to carry out one of the most important tasks ever assir,ned to 
our Emergency Committees and are confident that you will spare neither time nor 
energy to insure its successful execution. It is no exaggeration to state t:~at the 
manner in which you do this work will affect the future of our over-all effort. 

There are strong indications that an important decision on Palestine m~r soon be 
taken in London. The question is now under discussion there and, needless to say, 
the hostile elements in the British Government and other opponents of our cause are 
bending every effort to influence the decision against us. The same is true about 
our enemies in this countw, who have intensified their activities in WashiLgton, 
where they are making repeated attempts to confuse the issue and to counteract the 
strong pro-Zionist sentiment which has been created mainly through your untiring 
efforts over the past few years. That these elements have net with a measure of 
suc_cess is clear from President Truman 1a recent statement, which reflected the new 
11 linen 'being sponsored by the ~ri tish Colonial Office and. the Arab rulers: that a 
decision on Palestine favorable to our cause will result in Arab uprisincs and tho 
sending of 500,000 American soldiers to make peace in Palestine. 

It is imperative that official Washington, more especially the President of the 
United States, be told in clear and unmistakablo tonns what the foeling of the Jew­
ish people of America 1s on the question of Palestine. The deep disappointnent 
shared by all of us over the negative charactor of our Government's attitude on 
Palestine must be com.~unicated to Washington imnediately. The Jowish people feel 
let down and demand nothing loss than the fulfillment of the pledges made repeatedly 
by the lead.era of our Government during the past two years. These pledges endorsed 
Zionism's just demands: unrestricted Jewish immigration into Palestine an·l the 
reconstitution of that country as a free and dcmocrn.tic Jewish Commom·,calth. Our 
leaders in Washington must know and understand that we are insisting on our full 
program and will not be content with any now "gosture," such as the admission of 
a limited number of Jewish ref~ees into Paleetine. We are insisting on a :r,ormanont 
solution of our problem and do not Jllean to relax our demands for a Jcn·rish St,~! -

The above sentiments should be communicated immediately to the President through 
your elected representatives in Washington. Have laacling personal.it ies in :tour 
community, both Jews and non-Jews, wire and write your Congressmen an~ Senators 
!!lthout delay that, 1n view of reports of an imminent decision on Palestine, they 
now exert their influence on the President in behalf of our cause. The~~ should bo 
asked to convey to the White House the sentiments expressed in your letters nnd 
telegrams. Urge them to inform President Tl'Utlp.n that the Jews of this ~ountry are 
calling for the fulfillment of tne pJ.odgo cI a Jowish Commonwealth made by both the 
Democratic and the Republican Parties and by the late President Roosevelt, and not 
merely for a new immigration quota. 

We are sure that you will appreciate the importance of the task outlined in this 
memorandum and that you will lose no time in taking the steps indicated by us. Use 
the information contained herein and the facts included in the other mel'.:loranda which 
we have sent you recently (especially those deoline with Prosident Trum:in 1s recent 
statement) in the preparation of your letters o.nd wiros. 

Please keep 'us posted on any steps taken in your community. We know thnt you will 
not fail us. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. CONFIDENTIAL 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local !lnergency Committees Date September 18, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

By the time this memorandum reaches you, you may have read Jewish press reports 
that President Truman has written a letter to Prime Minister Attlee of Gr3at 
Britain, suggesting that the British Government issue 100.000 immigration certi­
ficates into Palestine for European Jews; and also the statement issued by 
Dr. Silver end Dr. Wise as joint chairmen of our Council. 

'l!he text of the statement by Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise follows: 

11 The Zionist movement iil America. together with all Americans of good 
will. welcomes with great satisfaction the news that President Truman 
has written a letter to Prime Minister Attlee of Great Britain, re­
questing that immigration certificates in the amount of 100,000 be 
issued to Europe 1s uprooted and homeless Jews. If this official 
suggestion of the President is followed by the British Government, 
it will be the first groat humanitarian act in many years on behalf 
of suffering Jewey, and we shall be proud to know that it cane about 
through American ini.tiative. 

11 The demand for an immediate issue of 100,000 certificates was pre­
sented many months ago by the Jewish Agency for Palestine to the 
Churchfll Government in London. Recently, as a rosult of-the London 
Zionist Conference, it was again submitted to the new Labor Govern­
ment• Here, the American Zionist Emergency Council requested the 
support of the United States Government for this demand. It is 
credibly reported that Mr. Earl G. Harrison, American representative 
on the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, was dispatched by 
the Government on an official mission to Europe, and upon his return 
he stated that at least 100,000 Jews in Europe must be provided with 
an immediate haven, and that Palestine offers the best haven possible. 

"In conclusion, let us sound a word of caution. This measure, even 
if consummated, is no solution of the Jewish problem. The problem 
still remains to be solved by political decisions, re-establishing 
Palestine as a Jewish State, which is the unalterable goal of the 
World Zionist Organization." 

THE STORY BEHIND PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S LETTER 

The unorthodox manner in which the report of President Truman's letter to 
(r. Attlee was made public surely did not escape your notice. A great deal of 
indignation has been aroused by the fact that it was Mr. Guy H. Gillette, on 
behalf of one of the :Bergson-sponsored paper organizations, the American Lel'.gue 
For A Free Palestine, who released the news. Indeed, as you will see from the 
following account of the developments, this act of the :Bergson group was not 
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only cheap sensationalism, but might prejudice the successful consu.'nnation of 
the negotiations on this vital matter. It is clear, of course, that by this 
maneuver the Bergson group sought to create the impression that it is bringing 
about Governmental action on behalf of uprooted European Jew'T'J and that it ls 
responsible for any favorable steps that m~ be +.aken. This is another in the 
series of unscrupulous acts perpetrated by a small group of OP!-'ortunistic ad­
venturers. 

In their statement to the press Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver refrained from d.caling 
with this aspect of the matter. They had to be guided, above all, by· considera­
tions of Zionist policy. 

Here, ho ·rover, we ca,n tell you the storJ as it occurred. As menti oned in our 
statement in the press, the demand for 100,000 certificates was submitted by 
the Jewish Agency to the Churchill Government in a memorandum of June, 1945, 
and later to the Attlee Government. A fortnight ago, the Colonial Office offered 
the Jev.rish Agency 1500 certificates as the balance of the White Paper quota. 
The Jewish Agency refused to accept those certificates, informing the British 
Government that it could not consider this since an application for 100,000 
certificates had been in the new Government• s hands for two months. The Je 1ioh 
.Agency also stated that "in general, the war now being over, the Jewish Agency 
cannot possibly be party to, or enter into discussion of any arrangements based 
on the White Paper of 1939. 11 

The American Zionist Emergency Council has mnde various approaches to the White 
House and on Capitol Hill in ordor to gain the support of the President and of 
the Government for the demand that 100,000 immigration certificates be issued. 
The figure demanded by the Jewish Agency tallied with the figure r ecommended 
by Earl G. Harri son, who went to Europe on a mission of inqui T'J on behalf of 
the Government. Thanks to Mr. Harrison's report and Zionist urgins , President 
Truman, to our great satisfaction, decided to intervene officially with the 
British Government. Wo were informed of the developments, but we had to avoid 
giving the whole matter premature publicity. Fu.rthe-rmore, we have learned from 
an unimpeachable source that the President himself had no intention of making 
public his letter to Mr. Attlee at this juncture. Presid.ent Truman evidently 
meant to publicize it in the usual manner at a tlhite House press conference 
when he felt that the time was ripe for this - as soon as he was assured that his 
request was granted. We have learned that certain White House circles were 
greatly disturbed and resentful over the premature and unauthorized statement 
of Mr. Gillette. 

This may give you an idea of some of the difficulties we face in our work. It 
is not enough that we must plan daily to win the sympathy and understanding of 
American public opinion and the circles which shape Government policies. There 
is alweys the danger that some sensationalist group will 11 jump the gun" and, for 
the sake of a newspaper scoop. run the risk of antagonizing those very circles 
on whose support our entire enterprise may depend. 

The reported letter by President Truman to Prime Minister Attlee Has r>rimarily 
a humanitarian gesture on behalf of the homeless Jewish refugees of Europe. It 
mey be, of course, that an effort will be made to~ this, not merely as 
an emergency measuro quite apart from the definitive solution of the Palestine 
question, but to treat it as a final settlement or"solution." It is even con­
eel vable, though we hope not likely, that the ·•· rant of certifi cat os at this 
t_ime may be coupled with other ncasures dotrimental in character to "offset" it. 
We ·must, therefore, be on guard against an over-enthusiastic reaction to any 
announcement thnt nay be made along the lines indicated by President Trur:ian's 
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letter; for nuch will depend on tho reception we accord such a step. If it is 
received exuberantly, the Governnents concerned :;ia;; feel that we are satisfied 
with this action ruid may be inclined to let it go at that, Fith, perh -.. 11c , the 
addition of another limited quota of Jewish im . !grants. If, on the ot::er hand, 
our reaction to such an announcement is reserved, ann indicates t o the British 
and . .American Governments that while we are grateful for such e, .el .. gcncy allocation 
of certificates we have, nevertheless, not been diverted from our ma~ior Zionist 
objectives, then the inclination of the British and American Gove rnr:ents to deal 
more fully and quickly with our political demands will be incrc3.1 cd. 

~re ,-rill continue to insist on our full Zionist program. And it is our unqualified 
demand for a Jewish State that must be repeatedly, even constant1~, cull d to the 
attention of our Government. We hope that the facts contained in this memo .:andun 
will malr:e you fully aware of the significance of the request we ma.c"..e of you in 
ou1· communication of Septembor 11th. President Truman must know that we are call­
ing for the fulfillment of the pledge of a Jewish Commonwealth, a.~d not me r ely 
for a now immigration quota, however large. We urgo you, thorcforo, to bond 
every effort to carry out the task outlined in our earlier memorandum. 

HLS:MJ3P 



• • AM~RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Comm1 t tees DaJe October 12, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached is a copy of a letter sent by Dr. Abba Hlllel Silver to the 
delegates who attended the ]ational Emergency Zionist Conference held 
at Washington, D. C. on October 4, 1945. 

Please have your committee inspire a number of letters to one or more 
of the twelve Senators \·ho aided our cause in recent d~rs ( see page 2 
of letter). This would be very helpful in encouraging their future 
assistance to our movement. 

At the present time many communities are conducting mass protest 
meetings. If your community has not yet conducted such an activity, 
may I urge that you do this immediately. The results of these demon­
strations are most effective in developing a broad, favorable public 
opinion for our movement, and also may influence the future actions 
of the Executive branches of our Government. 

Attached also is a copy of the resolution which was approved at the 
Washington Conference. 

HLS:NF 
Encs. 
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ol-merican Zioni.Jt Cmerg,encg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

(C O P Y) 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

October 10, 1945 

I am taking this opportunity to express, on behalf of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council our gratitude for your fine efforts in connection 
with the National Emergency Zionist Conference held in fashington last 
Thursday, October 4th. To journey to the nation's capital on short notice, 
especially in these times, is a personal sacrifice; we were, therefore, 
heartened by the magnificent turn-out and by the spirit of the gathering 
I think you will agree that the results of your trip compensate for what­
ever inconvenience was involved. 

During the few days that have elapsed since our Conference, we have 
attempted to appraise the results of that meeting and to determine its sig­
nificance in relation to the activities now being carried forward by the 
Zionist movement in this country. 

I am happy to advise you that the Conference met with complete success. 
It was an event of great political significance, judging from the reaction 
of official Washington to your conferences with the membership of both Houses 
of Congress on that d.ey-. Seldom have our country 1s elected representatives 
received such a striking indication of public opinion on a particular question, 
a.nd you are to be commended for the efficient and able manner in which you and 
the other delegates carried out this important assignment. 

We have been successful in our efforts to focus the attention of our 
Government on the Palestine question as one of the burning issues of the o.a.Y• 
Through our historic rally in Madison Square Garden and the other great out­
pourings of humanity which are taking place throughout the country, we are 
demonstrating that American public opinion, both Jewish and non-Jewish, is 
overwhelmingly in favor of the opening of Palestine's doors to unrestricted 
Jewish immigration and the re-establishment of that country as a Jewish State. 
Now that Palestine is high on the list of international problems requiring 
prompt attention, it is our responsibility to keep alive this nationwide 
interest. This can be done in a number of ways, and I am including a few 
suggestions that may prove helpful to you in the immediate future. 

Your program of education in relation to the membership of both Houses 
of Congress must ~e continued. The contacts you have established over the 
past years, and on Thursday, must be maintained and developed. To that end, 
mq I suggest that you immediately send letters to your Senators and Repre­
sentatives expressing thanks for Thursdey's interview. Through continued 
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correspondence with the members of Congress you will be in a position to 
answer any questions that mq arise in the future. You should alweys keep 
them informed of expressions of public opinion in your community with regard 
to Palestine and send them all significant editorial comment that furthers 
our aspirations. Needless to sa_y, our office will alw~s be happy to supply 
you with any information that you mq require in the preparation of this 
material. May I urge you, too, to send copies of all such correspondence 
to our New York Headquarters. 

As you know. a number of our country's leading Senatore made vigorous 
speeches on the floor of the Senate last Tuesdey, October 2nd, in which they 
assailed the British Government I s policy on Palestine, and demanded the 
opening of Palestine's doors to unrestricted Jewish itmnigration and the ful­
fillment, without deley, of the pledge of a Jowiah Cocmonwealth. Those men, 
who have espoused our cause with enthusiasr.i and detemination, should be 
further strengthened with the knowledge that their efforts are gratefully 
received by the Jews of Aneri ca. 

Will you, therefore. see to it that a substantial nUI!lber of letters 
from your coinr.lu.nity go forward to the following menbers of the United States 
Senate who championed our progran so adr.lirably on the floor of the Senate 
and in statements to the press: 

(D) Alben w. :Barkley - Kentucky 
(R) Owen '.Brewster - ? aine 
(R) Homer Forguson - Michigan 
(D) Joseph F. Guffey - Pennsu-lvania. 
(D)' Edwin c. Johnson - Colorndo 
(D) Brien McMahon - Connecticut 
(D) Janes M. .ead - ew York 
(D) Janes E. Hurray - Montana. 
(R) Leverett Saltonstall - Massachusetts 
(R) H. Alexander Smith - New Jorse,,r 
(R) Robert A. Taft - Ohio 
(D) Robert F. Wagner - Nev, York 

Whilo we have accomplished nuch ,..,1 thin the past few weoks, our real 
task is still before us. We are now in the oost moncntous period in the 
history of our movement, and every de¥ - every hour -- is vital. I am 
confident that you will continue this all-important work with undiminished 
vigor and that, together, we will meet the historic responsibilities of the 
hour. 

I remain with all good wishes and kindest personal regards, 

Ver., cordially yours, 

AHS~SMH Abba Hillel Silver 
Chairman, Executive Committee 
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RESOLUTION OF THE ATIONAL ZIO IST Ei:fERGE CY CONFERENCE 

WASHINGTON, D. C., OCTOBER 4 , 1945 

We, the delegates to the National Zionist Emergency Conference, represent­ing the sentiments of the ove1-whelming majority of the Jews of America, assembled here in Washington, D. C. this fourth dlcy' of October, 1945, adopt the following resolution: 

1e condemn the policy of the British Government in excluding the homeless and uprooted Jews of Europe from the Jewish national home, its continued applica­tion of the illegal White Paper, and its repudiation of solemn pledges to the Jewish people. 

fe applaud the forthright action of President Truman in urging upon the :British Government the immediate admission to Palestine of 100,000 surviving Jews from the concentration camps of Europe. We respectfully urge him to stand firmly and to insist upon this emergency measure as a first step in the solution of the problem of Jewish national homelessness. We call upon all men of good will throughout the country, Christians and Jews alike, to give their full and articu­late support to the President in the stand he has token and to make public nffinna­tion of their views in favor of Palestine as n Jewish Commonwealth, with full equality of right and status to f'.ll inhn.bi tan ts of the lnnd. 

Reports have reached us th '!.t the l3ri ti sh Government is deploying its mili­tary and naval forces against the Je\•rish refugees struggling desperately to enter the promised lnnd nnd that it is preparing to cru.sh Jewish national ~spirations by a:nned might. We warn against the inevitable consequences of the course the l3ri tish Government is pursuing. l3y its heartless policy, by its repeated failure to honor its international comnitments, by its utter disregard of the official attitude of the United States Government and its defiance of American public opinion, 1 t is sacrificing American friendship and good will. 

We apneal to the people of England and to the British Labor Party to recall their government to a sense of its international obligations before it is too late. 

We pledge ourselves to throw all our resources into the struggle which has been forced upon us. With the help of Almighty God, we shall fight on relentlessly till justice be done. 

* • 



- AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 17, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

-
Yesterdey, 17 Representatives spoke on the floor of the House in behalf of 
a Jewish Palestine. An additional 34 Representatives, who were not given 
the opp~rtunity to talk because of lack of time, were pennitted by the House 
to have their speeches inserted in the "Congressional Record." 

The following is a list of the 51 Congressmen who spoke for our movement: 

(R) James c. Auchincloss - New Jersey 
(D) H. Streett Baldwin - Maryland 
(R) George H. Bender - Ohio 
(D) Overton Brooks - Louisiana 
(R) D. F.mmert Brumbaugh - Pennsylvania 
(D) Emanuel Cellar - New York 
(R) Ralph E. Church - Illinois 
(D) John M. Coffee - Washington 
(R) Paul Cunningham - Iowa 
(D) Thomas D1Alesandro, Jr. - Maryland 
(D) Hugh DeLacy - Washington 
(D) J~hn D. Dingell - Michigan 
(R) Everett M. Dirksen - Illinois 
(D) Mrs. Elffily Ta.ft Douglas - Illinois 
(D) Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas - California 
(D) Clyde Doyle - California 
(D) Herman P. E'berharter - Pennsylvania 
(D) George H. Fallon - Maryland 
(D) Michael A. Feighan - Ohio 
(D) James P. Geelan - Connecticut 
(R) Angier L. Goodwin - Massachusetts 
(D) Martin Gorski - Illinois 
(R) Robert A. Grant - Indiana 
(R) Charles A. Halleck - Indiana 
(R) T. Millet Hand - New Jersey 

(D) Franck R. Havenner - Calif. 
(D) Ned R. Healy - California 
(R) Christian a. Herter - Mass. 
(D) Chet Holifield - California 
(D) Walter B. Huber - Ohio 
(D) Ed. V. Izac - California 
(D) Estes Kefauver - Tennessee 
(D) Augustine B. Kelley - Penn. 
(D) Horman P. Kopploma.nn - Conn. 
(D) Thooas J. Lane - Mass. 
(R) Earl R. Lewis - Ohio 
(D) John W. McCormack - Mass. 
(R) Gordon L. McDonough - Calif. 
( D) John 1-,r. Murphy - Penn. 
(D) Donald L. 0 1Toole - ew York 
(D) Ellis E. Patterson - Calif. 
(D) Philip J. Philbin - Mass. 
(D) Alexander J. Resa - Illinois 
(D) John J. Rooney - New York 
(D) Adolph J. Sabath - Illinois 
(D) Lansdale G. Sasscer - Md. 
(R) Joseph E. Talbot - Conn. 
(D) John H. Tolan - California 
(R) Richard J. Welch - Calif. 
(D) Samuel A. Weiss - Penn. 

(D) Mrs. Chase Going Woodhouse - Connecticut 

This activity in the House of Representatives is most likely one of the 
benefits of the American Dnergency Zionist Conference of October 4th, dur­
ing which Zionist delegations from all parts of the country visited their 
Representatives and Senators. 

In order to maintain the present good-will of these Congressmen it would be 
helpful to have a substantial number of letters of appreciation sent to the□• 
If your Representative participated,he should certainly receive a word of 
thanks and encouragement. Those Congressmen who come from neighboring dis­
tricts would also be glad to have your ¥ritten approval of their outspoken 
efforts. 

Regarc.s. 

,, ,.... .. . ~ ... 
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A~~ICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 t~ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 23, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Because many members of Emergency Com ittees have not had 
the opportunity to read the exchange of correspondence between 
Ibn Saud and President Roosevelt and the state~ent of the State 
Department on the occasion of publishing President Roosevelt's 
letter, we are sending you full texts of each of these. 

In addition, there is a statement of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and 

the text of our Memorandum submttted to the State Department in 
response to its statement. Please read these documents care­
fully and preserve them because they will probably be the basis 

for a possible letter campaign which we may have to carry on 
shortly. 

Dr. Silver's statement and the Emergency Council Memorandum to 
the State Department speak for themselves. 

Regards. 

HLS:MH 
Encs. 



March 10, 1945 

His Excellency, Mr. Roosevelt 
President of the United States of America 

Your Excellency: 

This is indeed a happy occasion for us to join with you in rejoicing at the 
triumph of those principles in defense of ~hich \ ar was declared and to remind 
those great personalities in whose hands, after God, the fate of the world order 
rests, of a right which has existed unquestioned since the dawn of history. 

This right men now seek to destroy by injustice unparalleled and unequalled 
in history. Such is the right of the Arabs in Palestina which the spokesmen of 
Jewish Zionism wish to scorn and abolish by the use of various fonns of lying 
propaganda, invented, concealed and employed by them throughout the world. 

They have acted unjustly and are making hostile preparations against the 
Arabs, some of which are known, although much remains undetected. They are pre­
paring to create a fonn of Nazi-fascism within sight and hearing of the demo­
cracies and in the midst of the Arab countries, as well as in their very heart 
and in the heart of the East which has proved itself loyal to the Allied cause 
in these critical times. 

All people have the natural right to live in their homeland, a right 
guaranteed to them by natural law established by the principles of humanity 
which the Allies have proclaimed in the Atlantic Charter and on numerous other 
occasions. 

The Arabs have a natural right in Palestine which needs no explanation. 
We have on a separate occasion mentioned to Your Excellency, as we have many 
times to the British Government, that the Arabs have inhabited Palestine since 
the beginning of history and that they have throughout the ages been its masters 
and enjoyed an overwh·elming numerical superiority. 

• 
We would now make a brief reference to Palestine's history, ancient and 

modern, up to the present day, to make it clear that Zionist claims in Palestine 
are not based on historical facts. 

The earliest recorded history of Palestine begins in the year 3500 B.C., 
its first inhabitants being the Canaanites, an Arab tribe which emigrated from 
the Arab peninsula and had its firet abode in the lowlands• hence the name 
Canaanites. In 2000 B.C. a section of the Jews under the leadership of the 
Prophet Abraham emigrated from Iraq (Ur of the Chaldees), settled in Palestine 
and then immigrated because of famine into Egypt where they were delivered into 
bondage by the Pharaohs. 

The Jews remained scattered there until their delivery from exile by the 
Prophet Moeee, who brought them back to the land of Canac:1 n by the southeastern 
route, either in the time of Rameses II, i.e. 1250 B.C., or his son, Munfitah, 
1225 B.C. 
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If we aoo~pt the text of the ~ible we find that the oa~~ue~r of Palestine 

waa Jc1hua, the eon of Nun, \'tb0 oro111d. wiilh hie Army and captured the city of 

Jericho from the Oe.naanites with great cruelty a.ad barbarity: witness his words 

to his Army: 

"Burn ye all that is in the city and slay with the edge of 

the swcrd both man and woman, young and old, ond ox and sheep, 

and burn the city with fire and all that is therein." Jeshua 

Ch. 7 vs 21-24 , 

Thereafter the Jews split up into two kingdoms. One, the. Kingdom of the 

Israelites with its capit al Samari a (Nablus), laoted 250 years end thGn fell into 

the hands of Shalmaneser, King of the Ass; rians, in the year 722 B.C., and was 

led into captivity. The other, the Kingdom of Jud.cll, with its capitol Jerusalem, 

lasted 130 years after the Kingdom of Israel had perished. 

It was later destroyed by ebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, who burned down 

the city and the temple with fire, and led the people into captivity to Babylon 

in the year 580 :s.c. 
The captivity in Babylon lasted seventy years, and then the Jews returned to 

Palestine by order of Cyrus, King of the Persians. 

The Greek conquest followed in 332 B~C .• under the command of Alexander the 

Macedoni , their rule continuing in Palestine for a period of 272 years. 

The Roman conquest took place next in the year 63 B.C., under the command of 

Pompey. their rule lasting in Palestine for 7CO years~ 

In the year 637 A.D. the Arabs occupied Palestine, and their rule lasted 

continuously for 880 years. 

The orders of the Caliph to the conqueror were: "You shall not act treacher­

ously, dishonestly, commit any excess or mutilation, kill any child or old man; 

cut or burn do,..,n palms or trui t trees, kill any sheep, cow or camel, and shall 

leave alone thoge whom you find devoting theriselves to worship in their cells." 

This was related by Ibn-al••Atheer, the f ai11ous historian. 

Palestine then passed under the rule of the Turks in A~D. 1517, during the 

reign of Sultan Saloem tho First, and their rule ).asted for 400 years. The Arabs 

were the inhabitants and participated with the Turks in tho government and 

administration of the countr✓• It was then occuped by the ]ritish whc are still 

there. 

This history of Palestine. an Arab country, shows that the Arabs ere 1ts 

first inhabitants and tha they dwelt there f~r a period of 3,500 years before 

Christ and have remained there since Christ until the preaent dE:.Y• 

They ruled 1 t alone or with the Turks for a. period of about 1,300 years, 

whereas the dieJointed reign of the Jews did not exceed 380 confuoed and sporadic 
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1n that country with the original inhabitants, the Arabs. 

The Jews were merely a.lions who had come to Palestine at intervals and had 
then been turned out over 2,000 years ago. 

The permanent rights of the Arabs in Palestine rest on the following: 

(1) The right to dwell there. This they have done since the year 3500 B.C~ 
without ever leaving the country. 

(2) The natural right of life. 

(3) The existence therein of the Holy Land. 

(4) The Arabs are not aliens in Palestine, and there is no intention to 
bring any of them from other parts of the world to settle there. 

The historical claim of the Jews is, however, a fallacy. As alread¥ men~ 
tioned, their brief and sporadic rule gives them no right to claim that they own 
the country, for to occupy a country and then leave it entitles no nation to 
claim and demand ownership thereof• The histor-.f of the 11.orld is full of such 
examples. 

The solution of the problem of the persecuted Jews in the world differs from 
the fictitious problem of Zionism. For to provide homes for the scattered Jews 
is something in which the whole world can cooperate, and here Palestine has borne 
more than its full share. But to bring these scattered people, put them in 
countries already occupiErl. and do 8'tla:y with the original inhabitants is an act 
unparalleled in human history. 

We state frankly and plainly that to help Zionism in Palestine not only 
means to endanger Palestine but all neighboring countries. 

The Zionists have given clear evidence of their intentions in Palestine and 
in all neighboring countries. They have organized dangerous secret military 
formations. It would thus be a mistake to sey that this was the action of a 
group of their extremists and that it had met with the disapproval of their 
assemblies and committees. 

lTe declare that the actions of the Zionists insicle and outside Palestine are 
based on a program agreed upon and approved of by world Jewry. 

These people began their vile work by wronging the Government that had 
treated them kindly and sheltered them, namely, the British Government. Their 
assemblies declared war on Britain and organized dangerous military formations, 
which at present hold in Palestine all the arms and military equipment they 
require. 

Their members have carried out vari0us attacks of which the ~ost shocking 
was the attack on that outstanding figure, so kind and charitable toward all men 
and with the greatest sympathy for persecuted Jewry, Lord Moyne. 

The proof th~t all Jews aided and abetted their vile deed is to be seen in 
the demonstrations and efforts made by Jews everft:here, demanding a light sentence 
for the criminals in order to encourage others to do the same. 
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This, then, is the wey they behave with the Government which has treated them 

eo kindly. Whnt ,-,ould be the position if they were able to reali zo their objeete 

and make Palestine entirely their own country, in which and near which they could 

do as they pleased. 

If the matter were left to the Arabs and these aggressors it might perhaps 
be easy, but they are protected by the :Sri tish Government, the friends of the Arabs. 

The Zionists did not respect the sanctity of this protection but plotted mischief, 

beginning first with Britain and threatening the Arabs after Britain with similar 
and more dangerous plots. 

Thus, if the Allied Governments, ,.rhose friendship the Arabs are aware of, 
wish to see the fires of war break out and bloodshed between Arabs and Jews, their 

support of the Zionists ~nll surely lead to this result. What we and the Arab 
countries fear from the Zionists are: 

(1) That they will carry out a series of massacres as- between themselves and 
the Arabs. 

(2) That the Zionists will be one of the main causes of dissension between 
the Arabs and the Allies. The la.teat proof of this is the case of the two Jews 
who killed Lord ~oyne in Egypt. Had the Jews been able to hide the criminals, 
a dispute would have occurred between the British Government and Egypt. 

(3) That the ambitions of the Jows are not confined to Palestine alone. The 
preparations they have made show that they intend to take hostile action against 
neighboring Arab countries. 

(4) Supposing that the Jews obtain their independence somewhere in Palestine, 
what is to prevent them from coming to an agreement with a:ny power that mey be 
hestile to the Allies and to the Arabs? As it is, they have begun taking hostile 

action against Brita.in wile under her protection and mercy. 

Such factors should no doubt be taken into consideration in regard to the 
establishment of peace in the world when the problem of Palestine is discussed. 
Not only is the gathering of Jews in Palestine based on no historical argument 
nor any natural right, and is in fact absolutely unjust, but it constitutes at 
the same time a danger to peace. to the Arabs and to the ~iddle East. 

The crux of the matter is that the formation of a Jewish State in Palestine 

will be a deadly blow to the Arabs and a constant threat to ~eace, for disturbed 
conditions are bound to prevail between t he Jews and the Arabs, e,nd if the patience 

of the latter is one dey exhausted and they despair of their future then they will 

be obliged to defend themselves and future generations against this aggression. 
No doubt the Allies. who are working to uphold peace and respect for men 1s righ\s, 
are aware of this. We have no doubt that they are dissatisfied with this uneasy 
situation which threatens peace in the Middle East. 

We did not wish to bother Your Excellency or your Ministers with this matter 
during the present titanic struggle in which you are engaged. Confident that the 
Allies will treat the Arabs fairly, however, we would have preferred the Arabs to 
forbear until the end of the war had it not been for the provocative and offensive 

acts committed by the Zionists who, regardless of war conditions a~d the pre­
occupation of the Allies, seek to bring everJ form of pressure to bear on them 
to adopt a policy which is inconsistent with the principles of right and Justice 
which the Allies have proclaimed. 
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That is why we wished to explain the true rights of the Arabs in Palestine so 
as to refute the flimsy arguments of the Zionist party, counter their aggressive 
tactics, and set out the facts in order that the Allies may fully understand the 
rights of the Arabs in their country, the country of their fathers and forefathers. 

The Jews should not be permitted to exploit the forbearance of the Arabs or 
their de ■ire to avoid any embarrassment to the Allies, to obtain concessions to 
which they are not entitled. 

All we ask is that the Allies should fully realize the rights of the Arabs 
and for the present prevent the Jews going ahead in any new matter which may be 
considered a threat to the Arabs and to the future of every Arab nation, in order 
that they, the Arabs, ma.v be assured of justice and equity in their lands. 

{ith highest respects, 

Your friend, 

A:BDUL AZIZ .AL SAUD 



TEXT OF STATEMENT OF UNITED STATES STATE DEPARTMENT AND 

LETTER OF PBESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO KING IBI SAUD 

The Department of State has recently received a number of inquiries as to 

whether it was true that the United States Government had on various occasions 

expressed the view to Jewish and Arab leaders that they should be consulted 

before a decision is reached respecting the basic situation in Palestine. In 

response to these inquiries Secretary of State, James F. Byrnes, made the follow­

ing reply: 

"On several occasions this matter has been the subject of oral 
and written discussions with vario-.is Jewish and Arab leaders. The 
substance of this Government's position has been that this Government 
would not support a final decision which, in its own opinion. would 
affect the basic situation in Palestine, without full consultation 
with both Jews and Arabs. 

nAt a press conference today President Truman referred to his 
exploration with Prime Mini st or Attlee of ways and means of alleviat­
ing the situation of the displaced Jews in Europe. including con­
sideration of Palestine as a possible havon for some of these homeless 
Jews. There is general agreement that it is our duty to take energetic 
measures to assist these unfortunate victims of Nazi persecution. 

"As the President pointed out tod~, this matter is still under 
consideration. We shall continue to explore every possible means of 
relieving the situation of the displaced Jews of Europe. 

"Should any proposal emerge, which in our opinion iould change 
the basic situation in Palestine, it would be the policy of this 
Government not to reach final conclusions without full consultation 
with Jewish and Arab leaders. niis policy was stated, for instance, 
in a letter which President Roosevelt addressed to King Ibn Saud on 
April 5, 1945, and the text of which I have been authorized to make 
available." 
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The text of President Roosevelt's letter of April 5 1 s as follows: 

"Great and Good Friend: 

"I have received the communication which Your -1ajesty sent me, 
under date of March 10, 1945, in which you refer to the question of 
Palestine and to the continuing interest of the Arabs in current 
developments affecting that country. 

"I am gratified that Your Majeoty took this occasion to bring 
your view on this q1estion to my attention and I hnve given the most 
ce.reful attention to theoo statenents which you make in your letter. 
I am also raindful of the ~emorable conversation which we had not so 
long ago and in the course of which I had an opportunity to obtain 
so vivid an impression of Your M jesty 1 s nentiments on this question. 

11 Your Majesty will recall that on previous occasions I coP1II1uni­
cated to you the attitude of the Americnn Government to ,,a.rd Palestine 
and made clear our desire that no decision be t aken with respect to 
the basic situation in that country without full consultation with 
both Are.bs and Jews. 

"Your Majesty ~ill also doubtlessly recall that during our recent 
conversation I assured you that I would take no action, in my capacity 
as Chief of the Executive Branch of th::.s Government, which might prove 
hostile to the Arab people. 

"It gives me pleasure to renew to Your Majesty the assurances 
which you had previously received re arding the attitude of MY Govern­
ment end my own as Chief Executive, with regard to the question of 
Palestine and to inform you that the policy of this Government in 
this respect is unchanged. 

"I desire also at this time to send you my best wishes for Your 
Majesty's continued good health and for the welfare of ·our peopl~. 

His Majesty 
Abdul Aziz bin Abdur llahman 
al Faisal Al Saud 
King of Saudi Arabia 
Byadli. 11 

"Your good friend, 

FR~NXL L D. ROOSEVELT 



October 23, 1945. 

STATEMENT BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Why are the n1lers of the Arab States permitted to meddle in the aff airs 

of Palestine? Why are their ministers in Washington permitted to threaten the 

security of the Jewish National Home which has been guaranteed by international 

law and which is being administered u.~der a mandate which does not recognize 

the right of any Arab State to detennine its status or its progress? 

These spokesmen of foreign Arab States have ~een threatening violence 

and war. The American Government should clearly indicate to them that it does 

not intend to be intimidated or blackmailed in the currying out of its own 

policies. The Arab peoples of the Near East are far more in need of the fri end­

ship nnd help of America than America is in noed of theirs. America has become 

great and prosperous without the aid of these Arab States, while these Arab 

St ates are likely to remain backwnrd, impoverished and disease-ridden without 

the help which friondly America and other free peopl0s can give them. 

They are not mrucing friends for themselves in America by spr eading the 

kind of infamous lies such as King Ibn Saud st tcd in his lotter of April 5th, 

or by violently resisting the rights of other people to life and liberty which 

rights were guaranteed them by the nations of t he world, and which have been 

app roved by the Congress of the United States, by ev .ry President of the United 

States since Wilson and by the American people as a whole. 

President Truman has asked Prime Minister Attlee to make it possible for 

an immediat e migration of one hundred thousand Jews to Palestine. This is in 

keeping with the terms of the Mr.ndnte under which Great Britain undertook to 

facilitate Jewish immigration to that count17. President Trumnn was dictated 

by the highest humanitarian interests to help rescue Lt least that many of the 
• 

tragic survivors of the Naxi slnuehter. Why has Great Britain rejected this 
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request of the President? Why is the British Labor Party permitting a shocking 

r opudiati on of its own co1nmi tments made as recently as four months ago? Pr side t 

Truman has indicated that he is not inclined to press his request on Great 

Britain. Why not? Is the matter of such little imrortance? Ic Palestine a 

colony of Great Brita.in, or are six million Jewish dead not enough? -~ust the 

remainder of the JeHs of Europe perish in order to maintain Great Britain's 

imperial interest in the Near East? 

Who will suffer by the admissi on of one hundred thousand Jews into Pales­

tine? ot the present Jewish settlers of Palestine. They are prayerfully waiting 

to receive them. Not the Arabs of Palestine. Their conditions have been bettered 

and their standard of living has b een erently i proved with eve~J influx of 

Jewish settlers into tho countr:r. There is room in Palestine for at least 

another three million people. 

But who will suffer if the Pres5.dont I s request is rejected? The hundred 

thousand innocent men, women and children wh o have gone through the several hells 

of Europe in recent years, who are doomed to an inescapable fate if they remain 

in that wa.I'-ravaged and hate-ridd.en continent, ruid whose only hope for survival 

is Palestine. 

Is 1 t not tine for tha conscience of the p eo .le of America and Great 

Britain and of the remaining free ~eoples of the world to mnke itself heard? 

• 



Text of Memorandum submitted by the 
American Zionist Emergency Council to the 

State Department on the occasion of the meeting of 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. Wise 

with Secretary James F. Byrnes - October 23, 1945 

1. The exchange of correspondence between President Roosevelt and King 

Ibn Saud which has now been made public and the statement by the Secretary of 

State of October 18 raise issues of fundamental importance in regard to the 

implementation of American policy on Palestine. Viewed in the light of the 

unequivocal and firmly established policy of the American Government and people 

as expressed in a long series of public and authoritative acts and pronounce­

ments, that statement and correspondence, it is submitted, call for immediate 

clarification. 

2. In March 1919 President Wilson, who was directly associated with the 

issuance of the Balfour Declaration, stated that: 

"The .Allied Nations, with the fullest concurrence 
of our Government and people, are agreed that in 
Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish 
Commonweal th." 

Every President since that date has given his support to the Jewish National 

Home objective. Most recently, in statements issued by President Roosevelt on 

October 15, 1944 and March lo, 1945, that is to Sa¥, almost contemporaneously 

with his correspondence with King Ibn Saud, the late President expressed his 

support for the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. In addition 

to these pronouncements by the heads of the Executive branch of the Government, 

the desires of the .American people as to the policy to be pursued in Palestine 

have been repeatedly expressed in the clearest possible fashion. On two occasions, 

in 1941 and 1945, a majority of the members of both Houses of Congress joined in 

a declaration favoring the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Ooomonwealth. 

A similar declaration was made on July 4, 1945 by the Governors of 40 out of the 

48 states of the Union. Further, the legislatures of 33 states, representing 
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85% of the population of the United States, have recently gone on record in 

favor of the Zionist objective. In the summer of 1944 the national Conventions 

of both major political parties adopted declarations favoring the opening of 

Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization and, in the words 

of the Democratic platform, "such a policy as to result in the establishment 

there of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth." The late President RooseYclt, 

as well as President Truman, were elected on that platform. It must be recalled 

finally that our government's support of the Jewish National Home, is recorded 

legislatively in two Acts forming part of the supreme law of the land, namely, 

the Joint Resolution (No. 73) unanimously adopted in 1922 by the 67th Congress 

of the United States; and the United States-British Convention on Palestine, 

ratified by tha Senate on February 20, 1925 and proclaimed in December of that 

year. 

3. The policy therefore to which our Government and people stand deeply 

committed is clear and unmistakable. Of this fact, however, neither the letter 

of President Roosevelt nor the statement of Secretary :Byrnes tal:o any cognizance 

whatever. It is tru~ that in neither instance is the traditional American 

position in fuct repudiated. Nevertheless it is deeply disturbing thnt it should 

not have been found necessary to make affirmatively clear that American policy 

on Palestine has already been established by the public pronouncements of the 

Presidents of the United States and otherwise - a policy which is predicated 

upon the right of the Jewish people to rebuild their ational Home through free 

immigration and the close settlement of Jews on the land. That omission can 

only lead, and has already led, to serious doubts and misunderstandings. It is 

not conceivable that the law of the land, the will of the American people o.nl 

the repeated pledges of the heads of our Adminietrat!on publicly made, should 
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thus be disregarded in official correspondence. The issues raised by the publi­

cation of this correspondence cannot be ignored and places upon our Government the 

responsibility of indicating in clear and precise terms ,\rhether or not it abides 

by, and proposes to act in accordance with, the policy so long and firmly es­

tablished. 

4. President Roosevelt's letter refers to assurances previously given to 

King Ibn Saud regarding the attitude of the United States with respect to the 

question of Palestine. The exact nature of these assurances is not disclosed, 

but 1 t is respectfully submitted that whatever their tenor, they would not be 

valid if inconsistent with the publicly stated objectives of American policy or 

with the terms of the Palestine Mo.ndate. 

5. At the srune time, it is deeply to be regretted that President Roosevelt's 

letter, while assuring King Ibn Saud that no action would be taken by our Govern­

ment that might prove hostile to the Arab people, failed to point out that the 

policy of the Jewish National Home, envisaging as it does free Jewish immigration 

into Palestine and the ultimate establishment there of a democratic Commonwealth 

under the auspices of a Jewish majority, could not be conceived as hostile to 

the Arab people. The desire of the Jews to live in friendship and good neighbor­

liness with the Arab countries and with the Arab inhabitants of Palestine is well 

known,and neither Je"viish aspirations in Palestine nor the declared policy of this 

country in support thereof,nor yet the conduot of the Jewish people in Palestine 

resulting in great good to the Arabs can be construed as hostile to them. 

6. The occasion will be taken separately to deal in det ail ~~th the 

contents of King Ibn Saud 1s letter and with the Arab claim to Palestine, a matter 

which had been considered fully by the Allied Nations in connection with the 

territorial settlements made at the end of World War I and the issuance of the 

Balfour Declaration and the Mandate for Palestine, It is doubly regrettable that 
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the reply sent by President Roosevelt to that communication failed to repudiate 

its baseless attacks and ite vilifications of the Jewish people, It is painful 

t o observe that such calumnies as that the Arabs have reason to fear 11 a series 

of massacres" at the hands of the Zionists, that the latter "are preparing to 

create a form of Nazi-fascismst and that it is the intention to 11 do away with" 

the inhabitants of Arab countries, should have been allewed to stand unchallenged 

by one who knew how false those statements are, 

7, It is sufficient to say here with regard to King Ibn Saud's letter 

that the Arabs have neither legal nor moral title to the sovereignty oYer 

Palestine. While they conquered the country over 1,300 years ago, Arab rule 

ceased as early as 1071. Throughout the centuries the role of the Arabs in 

Palestine has not been cre~tive but destructive. In the eroded, poverty-stricken 

and disease-ridden country which within the last few decades the Jewish people 

set out to reclaim, it was difficult to recognize the land of milk and honey 

described in the Bible. In the twenty years between the two World Wars the 

Jews have done much to repair the ravages of the previous 1300, They have 

conquered deserts and swamps, revived agriculture and industry and established 

in Palestine a sturdy, self-reliant community. The Pan-Arab claim to Palestine 

is an attempt to add yet another to the immense, but for the most part thinly 

populated and undeveloped territories of the independent Arab states. This 

expansionist appetite has recently manifested itself also in the demands put 

forward by the Arabs for Erl trea, the Sudan and Cyronaica. The great mass of 

the people in the variou& Arab states are kept down in ignorance and fanaticism, 

in dirt and wretchedness by a ruling class which shows little or no interest in 

the improvement of their miserable lot. As regards the ethnic claims, about 

75% of the Arabic-speaking people in Palestine today are themselves recent 

immigrants or the descendants of persons who emigrated to Palostine in com­

paratively recent times. If Palestine exists as a separate concept, it is 
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because of its immemorial association with the Jews and Jewish History. At no 

time was there a Palestine Arab State. It was the Jewish people which produced 

in Palestine the civilization and raligious culture which, along with that of 

Greece, molded the civilization and the spiritual life of the \·hole· Western world. 

a. In general, it is desired to protest against a procedure which seems 

to accord a right to the various Arab states to be cons~lted in the affairs of 

Palestine. The right of our own Government as one of the principal Allied nnd 

Ascociatod Powers in the first World War as well as by virtue of the United 

States-British Convention above mentioned, to participate in the futur e dis­

position of Palesti:ie is obvious and unquesti oned. Tho right of the Jewish 

people to be consulted is likewise clear and undeniable and is legally confirmed 

by the League of ~ations Mandate which, in recognizing the right of the Jewish 

people to reconstitute their ational Home in Falestine, authorized also the 

recognition of the Jewish Agency for Palestine as representing the interest of 

all Jews in the establishment of the Uational Home. The Arab states are in 

this matter without legal standing of cmy kind and we submit that their attitude 

in recent years is certainly far from giving them a moral voice in this issue. 

9. We feel constrained, at tho same time, to make a frank statement of 

our views with ror,ard to the course of action pursued by the Executive branch 

of the Government and the State Department in particular, over a period of years. 

Despite the unbroken chain of pro-Zionist acts, pror.1ises r..nd pronouncements to 

which we have referred, the policy they express has not been trr~nslated into 

action. On the contrary, numerous acts and omissions have emboldened the Arab 

leaders to allege that the American Government wns, in fact, withholding its 

support from the Zionist cause, and that the pronouncements made here from time 

to ti~e were meant for home consumption. We have consistently disregarded theso 

allegations as unwarranted aspersions upon the good faith and political integrity 

of our Government. 
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10. We are now compelled to revi e,,, the si tuv.tion in the light of the 

r ecent corresponde11ce. We must recall that so far as we are aware , the GovernMent 

took no effective action to protect the interests of the J e•, i sh ationo.l Hon e , 

ut the time of the issuance of the British White Paper in 1939, or to rectify 

that wron in the years which followed. The Government did not energetically 

intervene even when opening the doors of Palestine becane an urgent hurJunitarian 

necessity been.use of the wholesale slaughter of the Jews of Europe, It appears 

further that our Government failed to advise its representatives abroad, particu­

larly in the Near East, that it was definitely oornnitted to the policy of the 

Jewish rational Home and to instruct them to be guided accordingly. The St .. te 

Department has, on vorious occasions, aP] ointed to positions of importance in 

the Near East, persons kno,:n as rvowed opp0nents of this policy, and has had 

to rely in turn, upon reports and advices emanating from them. On two occasions 

the Executive branch exerted its influence to prevent the adoption by Congress, 

of o. resolution reaffinninb the tracl.i tion2l Americnn Policy on thi.s subject. 

Above all, our Government has f ailed to utilize the fluid political conditions 

created by the war and the process of political reorientation o.nd re-organization 

under wey in the Near East, for the purpose of insuring the st atus of the Jewish 

ational Home in the context of its Neur Eo.st policies. 

11. On the other h .. nd, our count rJ h.:1s gi vnn ~onel'ous s .. pr o rt to Arab 

aspirations, It was among the first to rocobnize tho indcpondoncc of Syria 

and Lebanon. It has cncouro~ed Arab Stltes to mc.J{c last-minute declarations 

of war ag inst Germany on the ove of the San Francisco Conference, Qssuring them 

places of honor among the United ations, irrespective of their ~ar records. 

Nor has it withheld its support from the Arab Lec..guo despite the fnct th · t the 

League has decl red its opposition to Jewish aspirc.tions and has proclaimed the 

liquidation of the Je,ish Nctional Horne as on0 of its major objnctives. 
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12. The one gm.tifying positive act in rela ion to Palest inc hnn b en 

P--:esident Truman I s recent request to Prime Minister Attlee, the outcon c of which, 

however, is still uncertain. We take grateful note that the stntement of Secret ~zy 

Byrnes indicates that measures to fa.cili tate immigration into PaJ.e~· tinc of s -:.b-

st ru1 ti l numbers of the surYi vors of European Jewry should, and can be undertaken 

fortl i th, and that such i mr-. igration does not affect the "basic situation" in 

Pal estine. The "basic situation," is in fact that established b;, .. the I-!andate, 

which calls for the facilitating of the innnigration of Jews into Palestine and 

their close set t lement on the l and. ve therefore earnestly ; ope that our Govern­

ment will continue to pres3 for the immediate adnission of 100, 000 Jow~ from 

Eruope in line with President Tru:n:u11s request. But the stat ement of the Secretary 

is silent regarding the attitude of the Government in relation to the "basic 

situation." The only light which 1 t sheds on that issue - which is the crux of 

t he whole matter - i a the s t r1 tement that "it ~ ould be the policy of this Government 

not to reac.l-1 final conclusions without a full consultation with Je ish and Arab 

l enders." This is a point of procedure rather than a definition of poli c~r. 

Moreover, the statement indicates an intention to ait until "any proposals 

ernergo, 11 rather than to act on its own initiative in conformity with established 

American policy. 

13. The point has now been reached, a which :nbiguity and delay are no 

longar feasible. Millions of American citizens, ~ho have o. strong moral and 

humanitarian interest in this problem, look to tho Administration for iJ:11:1ediate 

and forthright uction, which ~ill once and for all dispel any possible uncertainty 

regarding its present position and future intentions. re cannot believe that tho 

menacing words of the spokesmen of countries -,hioh did not lift a fingor in their 

own defen~e during tho war and which were, indPed, either activelj or passively 

hostile to the democracies, should be alJ.owed to deflect our country from a Just 
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course of action. The request is made on behalf of masses of suffering humanity 

who cannot wait. It would be cruel to deny their last hope for individual and 

national rehabilitation; bu.t it would be the very refinement of cruelty to keep 

them further in suspense, or to feed them with promises which turn to ashes in 

their mouth. 

• • 



• -J.MEIUCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL • 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local ]}nergency Committees 
Date 

November 15, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

We are sending you texts of the following important documents: 

1. The statement by British Foreign Secretary Bevin announcing 
the formation of an Anglo-American Joint Commission of Inquiry 
on Palestine. 

2. The statement on the Commission by President Truman. 

3. The President's letter to Prime Minister Attlee in which he 
requested the immediate entry of 100 9000 Jews into Palestine. 

4. A press release of the .American Zionist Emergency Council which 
contains our initial reply to the setting up of the Joint Com­
mission. 

Today I sent the following wire to the Chairmen of Local Emergency Co?lll:littees: 

IMPERATIVE YOU HAVE THE GBEATEST POSSIBLE Ntll-mER LETTERS AND WIRES FROM 

]O'm .JEWS AND NONJEWS SENT TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN ALONG FOLL01·TING LINES BUT 

REW'O~ED: Q,UOTE WE ARE OUTP.AGFJ) BY STATEHEllT or :BRITISH POLICY Olt PALES­

TINE MADE :BY :EUREIGN SECRETARY :BEVIN AND ARE SHocnm :BY ANNOUNCEMENT THA.T 

OUR GOVEBNMENT WILL BE PARTY TO BRITISH GOVERMMENT 1S LATEST DEVICE TO 

:BLOCK JUST AND SPEEDY SOLUTION OF PALESTINE Q,UESTION. JOINT AlrGLO-AMERIC!N 

COMMISSION OF IMQ,UIRY CLIMAXES :SRITAIN1S POLICY OF BETRAYAL OF SOLEMN 

PROMISES TO JEWISH PEOPLE 0] PALESTINE AND WE ABE APPALLED THAT OUR GOVERN-

MENT HAS BEEN MANEUVERED UlTO SUPPORTING THIS POLICY. SURELY YOU, MISTER 

PRESIDENT, WHO RA.VE T.AXEN POSI~IVE STEPS TO OPEN PALESTINE TO EUROPE'S 

HOMELESS JEWS' DO NOT No~r \(!SH TO SHARE RESPONSIBILITY FOR :BRITISH POLICY 

AIMED AT PROCRA.STINATION AND AVOIDING FULFILLMENT OF OBLIGATIONS. YOUR 

REQ,UEST OF PRIME MINISTER ATTLEE THAT ONE HUND:RED THOUSJJID UPROOTED 

EUBOPEAN JEWS :SE ADMITTED TO PALESTINE I MMEDIATELY WAS MA.GUIFIOENT FIRST 
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STEP. BUT BY ACCEPTING LATEST BRITISH SCHEME YOU HAVE RECEDED FRO •I YOUR 

ORIGIN . .\!, POSITION. WE URGE YOU l OT TO JJJLOW THIS r.10CKER7 TO ...,!VERT YOU 

FBOi.f YOUR ORIGL.TAL RIGH PURFOSE OF OffiTL ~G PALESTINE Il-fl~DI ":::1,7 TO E!JRO:P:E 1S 

J3~-:S' I,Q"Y OF WHOM CAfn;roT POSSIBLY SURVIV".E nus \'~IMT3R. TH3 RIGETS F Jz.TISH 

FEOPLE TO P .. .J'.JESTI IB HAVE BEEN I TTEK:A':'IOlALLY GUARANTEE B ENTIRE CIVILIZED 

WORLD n CLUDI ;J"G OUR GOVEENHE.:.JT. WE tJRGE YOU t AISTER PBESID]r:r' TO DEFE.1ID 

THOSE RIGh"TS UliQ,UOTE FULL TEXT OF BEVI -i ;J:~D T Dl-L'-..N ST.A~E:·iE1.TS BEI TG FOir.·lARDED 

TO YOU TODAY. 

HARRY L. SH..~ rao 
. .:J-IBRIC.d.N ZIOlTIST El ~RGEFOY COU.-!CI'L 

This telegram a.11.d the statement of the Er:iergency Council will provide you with the 
official lll!lerican Zionist reaction to this latest maneuver. :3ecause of this new 
delaying tactic, it will be necessary for us to carry on a program of militant 
action on en intensified scale and at an aecelerated pace. In addition to ·flood­
the 1' 1i te Eouse t-·ith messages of protest us req_uested in the above teleeraM, your 
com...~unity must im.~ediately develop a mass demonstration where the f eelings of the 
Jews of your city will be dra.Matized. 

The Yishuv has reacted qu.icl-lJr and. correctly to this new ste].J to thwart Jewish 
aspirations in Palestine, and has called a general strike. We, in America, mus t 
do all in our power to back ther.i upl row 1 t is more essential than over before thc:t 
favorable editorials appear in local ne\·1spapers and that the people of your city 
let the President know how they feel. 

Within a fe ·r days another statement will be issued by the Emergency Council 1hich 
will be a comprehensive an~lysis of all that is involved in the setting up of the 
Joint Commission. 1ith it will come a progr~~ of action. 

In the mean time, \·re arc certain that ·ou 1..rill cooperate by ca rrying out i nicdi a tc­
ly the requests contuin~d in this mc~orandu.~. 

HLS:MH 
Encs. 



TEXT OF FOBEIGN SECBETARY :SEVI1'1 1S STATEt:ENT on PALESTINE 

MO'VEMBER 13, 1945. 

His Majesty I s Government have been giving serious and continuous attention to 
to the whole problem of the Jewish community that has arinen as a result of l r..zi 
persecution in Germany and the conditions arising therefrom. It is unfortunately 
true that until conditions in Europe become stable the future of a laree numb er 
of persons of many races, who have suffered under this persecution, cannot finally 
be determined. The plight of the victims of Nazi l)ersecution, among whom were a 
large number of Jews, is unprecedented in the history of the uorlo.. His :.rajesty I s 
Goverment are taking ever,; step open to them to try and impi•ove the lot of these 
unfortunate people. 

The Jewish problem i,s a great human one. We cannot accept the view that the 
Jews should be driven out of Europe ond should not be permitted to live again in 
these countries without discrimination and contribute their ability and talent 
toward rebuilding the prosperity of Europe. Even after we have done all we can 
in this respect it does not provide a. solution of the whole problem. 

There have recently been demands made u~on us for large-sc?le immigration into 
Palestine. Palestine, while it mey be able to make a contribution, does not by 
itself provide sufficient oppol;'tuni ty for grappling with the whole problem. His 
Majosty 1 s Government are anxious to explore every possibility which will result 
in giving the Jews a proper opportunity for revival. 

The problem of Palestine is itself a very difficult one. The mandate for 
Palestine required the mandatory to facilitate Jewish immigration and to encourac.;e 
close settlement by Jews on the land, while insuring that the rights and position 
of other sections of the population are not prejudiced thereby. His Majesty's 
Government have thus a dual obligation, to the Jews on the one side and to the 
Arabs on the other. 

The lack of any clear definition of this dual obligation has been the main 
cause of the trouble which has been experienced in Palestine during the past 
twenty-five yes:l,rs. His Majesty's Government have ma~e every effort to devise 
some arrangement which would enable A~abs and Je~s to live together in peace 
and to cooperate for the welfare of the country, but all such efforts have been 
unavailing. Any arrangement acceptable to one party has been rejected as un­
acceptable to the other. The whole history of Palestine since the mandate ,as 
granted has been one of continual friction between the two races, culminating at 
intervals in serious disturbances. 

The fact has to be faced that since the introduction of the mandate it has 
been impossible to find common ground between the Arabs ond the Jews. The differ­
ences in religion and. in language, in cultural and social life, il1. weys of thouP-ht 
and conduct, are difficult to reconcile. On the other hand, both communities lay 
claim to Palestine, one on the ground of a millenniur.i of occupation and the other 
on the ground of historic association coupled with the undertaking given in the 
first World 1·Tar to establish a Jewish home. '!he task that has to be accomplished 
now is to find means to reconcile these divergencies. 

The repercuasions of the conflict have spread far be ond the small land in 
which it has arisen. The Zionist cause has strong supporters in the United States, 
in Great Eritain, in the Dominions an elsewhere; civilization has been appalled 
by the sufferings which have been inflicted in recent years on the ~ersecuted 
Jews of Europe. 

I 

' 
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On the other side of the picture the cause of the Palestinian Arabs has been 
espoused by the whole Arab world and more lately has become a matter of l:eon 
interest to their 90,000,000 co-religionists in India. In Palestine itself, th~re 
is al\'ays serious risk of disturbance on the: part of onn community or the other, 
and such disturbances are bound to find their reflection in a nmch wider field. 
Considerations not only of equity and of humanity but also of interna+ional amity 
and ,-rorld peace are thus involved in any search for a sol\ltion. 

In dealing with Palestine all parties have entered into commitments. There 
are the comnitments imposed by the mandate itself, and in addition the va1~ous 
statoments of policy which have been mude by His Majesty's Government in the course 
of the last twenty~five years. Further, the United States Government themselves 
have undertaken that no decision should be taken in respect to what, in their 
opinion, affects tho basic situati on in Palestine without full consultation with 
both Arabs and Jews. Having regard to the whole situation and the fact that it has 
caused this world-wide interest which affects both Arabs and Jews~ His Majesty I s 
Government decided to invite the Government of the United States to cooperate with 
them in setting up a joint Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, under a rotating 
chairmnnshi-p, to examine the question of European Jewry and to make a fu1·ther 
rovie,-_r of the Palestine problem in the light of that examination. I am glad to 
be able to inform the House that the Government of the Uni tod States have accepted 
this invitation. 

The terms of reference of the Com.mi ttee of InquirJ will be as follows: 

(1) To examine political, economic and social conditions in Palestine as they 
bear u-pon tho problem of Jewish immigration and settlement therein and the well­
being of the peoples now living therein. 

(2) To examine the position of the Jews in those co1ntries in Europe whe r e 
they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist riersecution, and the practical 
measures taken or contemplated to be taken in those countries to enable them to 
live free from discrimination and oppression and to mnl~e estimates of those who 
wish or rnll be impelled by their conditions to migrate to Palestine or other 
countries outside Euro-pe. 

(3) To hear the views of competent witnesses and to consult representative 
Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such problens are affected by 
conditions subject to examination under paragraphs 1 and 2 above and by o~~er 
relevant facts and circumstances, and to make recommendati ons to His Majesty's 
Government and the Government of the United States for ad interim handling of these 
problems as well as for their pe:xmanent solution. 

(4) To make such other recomr.iendations to His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of the United States as may be necessary to meet tho imr. 0diate n eds 
arising from conditions subject to examination under -paragraph 2 above, by remedial 
action in the European countries in question or by the provision of facilities 
for emigration to and settlement in countries outside Europe. 

The procodure of the committee will b~ determined by the committee them­
selves and it will be open to them, if they think fit, to deal sim\1.ltaneouzly 
through the medium of subcommittees with their various terms of reference. 

The committee will be invited to deal with the mattors referred to in their 
terms of reference with the utmost expedition. In complying with tho seconr.i and 
fourth paragraphs of their terms of reference the committee will presumably tako 
such steps as they consider necossary in order to inform themselves of thy chal"­
acter and magnitude of tho problem created by the war. They will also give 
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consideration to the problem of settlement in Europe and to possible countries of 
disposal. In the light of their investigations they will make recommendations to 
the two Governments for dealing with the problem in the interim until such time 
as a penn3llent solution can be submitted to the appropriate organ of the United 
Nations. 

The recommendations of a Committee of Inquiry such as will now be set up will 
also be of immense help in arriving at a solution of the Palestine problem. The 
cornmi ttee will, in accordance with the first and third paragraphs of their terms 
of reference, make an examination on the spot of the political, economic and 
social conditions which are at present held to restrict immigration into Palestine 
and, after consul ting represent e.ti ve Arabs and Je\·1s, submit proposals for dealing 
with these problems. It will bo necessary for His Uajesty 1 s Government both to 
take action with a view to securing some satisfactory interim arrangement and also 
to devise a policy for permanent application thereafter. 

This inquiry will facilitat e the findings of a solution which will in turn 
facilitate the arrangements for placing Palestine under t:n1steeship. 

So far as Pnlestine is concerned it will be clear that His Majesty 1s Govern­
ment cannot divest themselves of their duties and responsibilities under the 
mandate while the mandate continues. They propose, in accordance with their 
pledges, to de~l with the question in three stages: 

{1) They will consult the Arabs with a view to an arrangement which will 
insure that, pending the receipt of the ad interim recom□endations which the Com­
mittee of Inquiry will make in the matter, there is no interruption of Jewish 
immigration at the present monthly rate. 

{2) After considering the ad interim recommendations of the Committee of 
Inquiry, they will explore, with the parties concemed, the possibility of 
devising other temporary arrangements for dealinb with the Palestine problem 
until a permanent solution of it can be reached. 

(3) They will prepare a permanent solution for submission to the United 
Nations and, if possible, an agreed one. 

The House will realize that we have inherited, in Palestine, a most difficult 
legacy and our task is greatly complicated by undertakings, given at various times 
to various parties, which we feel ourselves bound to honor. Any violent departure 
without adequate consultation would not only afford ground for a charge of breach 
of faith against His Majesty 1s Government but would probably cause serious reac­
tions throughout the Middle East and would arouse widespread anxiety in India. 

His Majesty's Government are satisfied that the course which they propose 
to pursue in the immediate future is not only that which is in accordance with 
their obligations but is also that which, in the long view, is in tho best interests 
of both parties~ It will in no wey prejudice either the action to be taken on 
the recommendations of the Committee of Inquiry or the terms of the trusteeship 
agreement, which will supersede the existing mandate and will therefore control 
ultimate policy in regard to Palestine. 

His Majesty's Government in making this new approach wish to make it clear 
that the Palestine problem is not one which can be settled by force and that 
any attempt to do so by any party will be resolutely dealt with. It must be 
settled by discussion and conciliation, and there can be no question of allowing 
an issue to be forced by violent conflict. 
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We have confidence that if this problem is approached in the right spirit by 
Arabs and Jews, not only will the solution be found to the Palestine question, 
just to both parties, but a great contribution will be made to stability and peace 
in the Middle Ea.st. 

Finally, the initiative taken by His Majesty 1 s Government, and the agreement 
of the United States Government to cooperate in dealing with the whole problem 
created by ~azi aggression, is a significant sign of their determination to deal 
with the problem in a constrQ.ctive wa;, and a humanitarian spirit. But I must 
emphasize that the problem is not one which can be dealt with only in relation 
to Palestine; it will need a united effort by the powers to relieve the miseries 
of these suffering peoples. 

Throughout there has been the closest consultation between the SecretarJ of 
State for the Colonies and myself ia this matter, which concerns him since the 
mandatory status of Palestine brings that territory within the responsibility of 
the Colonial Office. But it is also of deep concern to me since the problem is 
clearly an international problem. 

It is the intention of the Government that the problem shall be continued 
to be handled in close collaboration between our two departments in order that 
the particular question of Palestine and the wider international issues which 
are involved may be haxmonized and treated as a whole, as a great human problem. 
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TEXT or PllSIDENT TRUMAN'S STATEME ;iT OM P.ALESTI?m 

NOVEMBER 13, 1945 

Following the receipt of information from various sources regarding the 
distressing situation of Jewish victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution in Europe, 
I wrote to Mr. Attlee on August 31 bringing to his attention the suggestion in a 
report of Mr. Earl G. Harrison that the granting of an additional 100,000 cer­
tificates for the immigration of Jews into Palestine would alleviate the situa­
tion. A copy of my letter to Mr. Attlee is being made available to the presn. 
I continue to adhere to the views expressed in that letter. 

I was advised by the British Government that because of conditions in Pales­
tine it was not in a position to adopt the policy recom.mended, but that it was 
deeply concerned 'li th the situation of the Jews in Europe. 

During the course of subsequent discussions between the two Governments, 
it suggested the establishment of a joint Anglo-American committee of inquiry, 
under a rotating chainnanship, to examine the whole question aud to muke a 
further review of the Palestine problems in the light of that examination and 
other relevant considerations. 

In view of our intense interest in this matter and of our belief that such 
a comrni ttee will be of aid in finding a solution which will be both humane and 
just, we have acceded to the British suggestion. 

The terms of reference this committee has agreed upon between the two Govern­
ments are as follows: 

l. To examine political, economic and socioJ. conditions in Palestine as 
they bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration and settlement therein and the 
well-being of the peoples now living therein. 

2. To examine the position of the Je\•1s in those countries in Europe where 
they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution and the practical 
measures taken or contemplated to be taken in those countries to enable them to 
live free from discrimination and oppression and to make estimates of those who 
wish or who will be impelled by their conditions to migrate to Palestine or other 
countries outside Europe. 

3. To hear the views of competent wi tnessee and to consult reprosentati ve 
Arabs and Jows on the problems of Palestino as such problems arc affected by 
conditions subject to examination u11dor Paragrphs land 2 above and by other 
relevant facts and circumstances and to make recomnendations to Fis Majesty's 
Government and the Government of the United States for ad interim handling of 
these problems as well as for permanent solution. 

4. To make such other rec0Inr.1endations to His Uajesty' s Govornoent and the 
Government of the United States as may be necessary to m~ot the immediate needs 
arising from conditions subject to examination lmder·Paragraph 2 above, by 
remedial action in the European countries in question or by the provision of 
facilities for emigration to and settlement in countries outside Europe. 
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It will be observed that among the inportant duties of this committee ill 
be the tas_{ of examining conditions in Palestine as they bear upon the problem 
of Jewish immigration. 

The establishment of this comr!littee will make possible a }_:)rornp t review of 
the unfortunate plight of the Jews in those countries in Europe \•1here the;r hc:.ve 
been subjected to penecution, and a prompt exaoinatiQn of questions related to 
the rate of current im.1J1igration into Palestine and the absorptive capacity of the 
country. 

Tho sttuation faced by displaced Jews during the coming winter cllows no 
del~ in this matter. I hope the committee will be able to accomplish its in­
portant task with the greatest speed. 



TEXT OF PBESIDE.Lrr TRUMAN'S LETTER TO PRIME lUNISTER ATTLEE 

AUGUST 31, 1945 

y Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Because of the natural interest of this Gov~rnment in the present condition 
and future fate of those displaced persons in Germany who may prove to Je state­
less or nor~repatriable, we recently sent Mr. Earl G. Harrison to inq_uire into 
the si tu:1tion. 

~r. Harrison was formerly the United States Commissioner of Inmigration and 
Naturalization, and is now the representative of this Government on the Intei­
governmental Committee on Refugees. The United Kingdom and the United States, 
as you know, have taken an active interest in the work of this committee. 

Instructions were given to Mr. Harrison to inquire particularly into the 
problems and needs of the Jewish refugees among the displaced persons. 

Mr. Harrison visited not only the Americ'.tn zone in Germany, but spent some 
time also in the British zone, where he was extended every courtesy by the 
Twenty-first Army headquarters. 

I have now received his report. In view of our conversations at Potsdam 
I am sure that you will find certain portions of the report inte:&.·esting. I a.11, 
therefore, sending you a copy. 

I should like to call your attention to the conclusions and recommendations 
aypearing on Page 8 and the following pages - especially the references to 
Palestine. It appears that the available certificates for immigration to Pales­
tine will be exhausted in the near future. It is suggested that the granting 
of an additional 100,000 of such certificates would contribute greatly to a sound 
solution for the future of Jews still in Germany and Austria, and for other 
Jewish refugees who do not wish to remain where they are or who for understand,. 
able reasons do not desire to return to their countries of origin. 

On the basis of this and other information which has come to me I concur 
in the belief that no other single matter is so important for those .._,, 10 have 
known the horrors of concentration camps for over a decade a.sis the future of 
immigration possibilities into Palestine. 

The number of such persons ,-ho wish immigration to Palestine or ,1ho would 
qualify for ad.mission there is, unfortunately, no longer as large as it was 
before the Nazis began their extermination program. As I said to you in Petsdam, 
the American people, as a whole, firmly believe that immigration into Palestine 
should not be closed and that a reasonable number of Europe's persecuted Jews 
should, in accordance with their wishes, be permitted to resettle there. 

I know you are in agreement on the proposition that future peace in Europe 
depends in large measure upon our finding sound solutions of problems confront­
ing the displaced and formerly persecuted groups of people. No claim is more 
meriterious than that of the groups who for so many years have known persecution 
and enslavement. 

The main solution appears to lie in the quick evacuation of as many as 
possible of the non-repatriable Jews, who wish it, to Palestine. If it is to 
be effective, such action should not be long delayed. 

Very sincerely yours, 

!I A R:'RY ,; TRTJMAN 



PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Asso,w,tl Orgaiz41io,u: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zioo 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. SILVER AND DR. WISE ASSAIL JOINT ANGLO-AMERICAN 

COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY ON PALESTINE 

------
U. S. GOVERl-n.IBNT HA~ FALLEN INTO CAREFULLY PREPARED TRAP, STATEMENT SAYS 

New York -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephens. Wise, joint chairmen 

of the American Zionist Emergency Council, tod.ay issued the following comment on 

the statements on Palestine and on Jewish emigration from Europe made yesterday 

(Tuesd~, November 13th) by British Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin and by President 

Truman: 

(1) The statement by Foreign Secretary Bevin, yesterday, on Palestine and 

on Jewish emigration from Europe brings to a climax the self-stultification and 

the betrayal of pledges which ha,e characterized the policy of the British Labor 

Government on the Palestine issue since its assumption of office. 

(2) As recently as April 1945, the National Executive Committee of the 

British Labor Party reaffirmed its support for the Jewish National Home in the 

following terms: 

"There is surely neither hope nor meaning in a Jewish National 
Home unless ,. e are prepared to lot the Jews, if they wish, enter 
th~s tiny land in such numbers as to become a majority. There 
was a strong c~se for this before the ·rar, and there is an irre­
si sti ble case fo :r: it nouo 11 

This m~ be compared w·. :·r. ;:r. Bevi ·1·s insu~t _;_ng reme.rl<: when .i:·'lling with this 

issue yesterday: 

"If the Jews, Hith all their su.fferings, want to get too much at 
the head of the queue, you havP the danger of another anti-Semitic 
reaction through it all." 

(more) 
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(3) Instead of carrying out its unequivocal commitments, the Labor Govern-

ment has sought in every way to procras tinate and to avoid tho fulfillment of its 

pledges. 

(4) In this policy of delay it has no, succeeded in enlisting the inad­

vertent suwort of the President of the United Stat.es. By agreeing to the proposal 

for a joint Angle-American Committee of Inquiry, the United States Government has 

fallen into a carefully prepared trap. 

(5) In his letter to Mr. Attlee of August 31, 1945, the President sta ed 

on the basis of the investigation conducted at his direction by Mr. Earl G. 

Harrison, that the main solution for the non-repatriable Jews of Europe was the 

quick evacuation of those who ,,Jished it, to Palestine. "If it is to be effective, 11 

wrote Mr. Truman, "such action should not be long delayed, 11 aml he urged the 

immediate grant of 100,000 i.mr.iigration certificntos to Palestine. Instead of 

acceding to this request, the British Government turned it asi de b;;r the proposal 

for a joint Anglo-American Comni ttee of InvestiF;ation. President Truman now 

states that he continues to adhere to the views expressed in his letter to Mr. 

Attlee. But his acceptance of the British scheme, with its provision for a paltry 

fifteen hundred certificates per month until such time as the Committee makes its 

recommendation, represents a complete recession from his original position. 

(6) The possibili.tie3 of Jc •rish emigration to countries other than Pales­

tine were exhaustively considered at international conferences at ]ermuda and 

at Evian in 1937 and 1943 and the results were nil. The Inter overnmental Com­

mittee on Refugees, further, has been in existence for yea.rs with a like object 

and \ti th a like result. The burning desire of the majority of the Jews of Europe 

to emigrate to Palestine is established not only by the r eports of Mr. Harrison, 

of Judge Rifkind anli of Mr. Gibson of the Red Cross, but 'by every unbiased 

observer. In these circumstances, the appointment of nnother Committee of 

Inquiry is a mockery. Instead of concrete measu.:-es in conformity with clearly 

defined and valid international agreements, the Jews of Europe are again to be 

(more) 
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treated to empty words while• physically and spiritually, they rot and perish. 

The President has done an ill-service to the cause of saving the JeNs of Europe 

by cooperating in a procedure which will postpone for many months any possibility 

of a solution of their problems and any decision in regard to the openins of the 

doors of Palestine. 

( 7) At no point in Mr. Bevin I s statement of polic~t is thcr,?. any direct 

reference to the obligations of His Majesty's Government in reg~rd to the cstablim­

ment of the Jewish !rational Home. The British Foreign Secretary has, on the other 

hand, by i mplication, accepted the continuance of the infamous policy of the 

Chamberlain White Paper with its gross discrimination on racial grounds against 

Jewish purchase of land in Palestine a.."ld its limitation of Jewish imnigration to 

a trickle. All this, despite the fact that the Party of which Mr. Bevin is a 

leader, in 1939 condemned the White Paper policy as a "cyr4ical breach of l)ledges 

given to the Jews and the world, including America;" and despite the express 

statement by Mr. Herbert Morrison, no\'/ Lord President of the Council, tha.t that 

policy would not be automatically binding upCUl the successors of the Chamberlain 

Government. 

(8) Finally, we must point out that the Prenident of the United States has 

associated this country with a Committee of Inquiry whose conclusions have already, 

in important respects,been determined in advance by the British Foreign Secretary. 

In spite of the unequivocal commitments of our Government and people to the re­

establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth; in spite of t~e statements of 

President Wilson, of Prime Minister David Lloyd George, of Mr. Winston Churchill, 

of General Smuts and others at the time of the Ba.lfour Declaration that what was 

contemplated was the ultimate establishment in Palestine of a Jewish State, the 

British Foreign Secretary has already declared that the eetablishment of Palestine 

as a Jewish State is precluded. Mr. Bevin has further prejudged the issue by 

declaring that Palestine cannot, by itself, "provide sufficient opportunity for 

grapJ)ling with the problems" of the surviving Je,s of E-.irope-a conclusion which 

(more) 
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is in diametrical conflict with authoritative investigations. such as those of 

Di:. Walter Clay Lowdermilk of the United States Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Bevin I s statement, further, al toe;ether ignores the fact that as was stated by 

the British Royal Commission on Palestine "unquestionably the primary purpose of 

the Palestine Mandate was the establishment of the Jewish National Home." 

(9) The closer cooperation of our own country with Great Britain in the 

settlement of the problem of Je11ish ni, tional homelessness an of Palestine is 

warmly to be welcomed, but we deeply deplore tho form which this cooporo. i on has 

taken. It is with th 1 utmost regret that we charge our Government with having 

allowed itself to be involved in a procedure whose maln purpose is delay where 

action is long overdue. le desire to draw attention further to the f act that 

the terms of reference of the proposed Joint Committee omit all menti on of tho 

basic commi tm cnt s of the Eri tb.,h Govornml~nt in regard to the rcconsti tuti on of 

the Jewish National Homo in accordance with the :Balfour Declaration and the Pales­

tine Mandate. Under no circumstances can this Committee be allowed mder the 

guise of an impartial inquiry to stifle the a~onized cries of the surviving Jews 

of Europe and to undermine and eventually destroy the rights of the Je,·rish people 

to Palestint, internationally guaranteed by 52 nations of the ~orld, includlnr, the 

United Stat es of America. 

-30--

,r201 - 11/14/45 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date November 28, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

This memorandum will serve to infonn you on some of the recent political 
developments in our work. Please advise every member of your Committee of 
the contents of the memorandum, which d·eal s with three i terns: 

1. The Palestine Resolution in Congress. 

2. The "first fruits" of the announcement of the proposed Anglo­
.American Joint Commission of Inquiry on Palestine. 

3, The Elmo Roper Poll of United States Jewish opinion on Palestine. 

~he Palestine Resolution in Congr~§.!_ 

On October 26, Senators Taft, Wagner and Walsh introduced a resolution putting 
on record American policy on Palestine. The resolution stated that "the 
United States shall use its good offices to the end that the doors of Palestine 
shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall 
be full opportunity for colonization, so that they may reconstitute Palestine 
as a free and democratic commonweal.th in which all men, regardless of race or 
creed, shall enjoy equal rights." 

This resolution was in line with the Republican and Democratic platforms on 
Palestine adopted in 1944; and with a resolution which had been introduced 
last year in Congress but postponed owing to pressure first from the War 
Department, then from the State Department, and finally, from President 
Roosevelt. 

Before introducing the resolution, Senators Taft and Wagner conferred with 
President Truman and Secretary Byrnes. Both were asked whether they had any 
objection to the introduction of the resolution. Mr. Truman and Mr. Byrnes 
read the text and assured the two Senators that the Ad.mini st ration would not 
oppose its introduction and passage. It is understood that, \then giving this 
assurance, the President and the Secretary of State had already a.greed in 
principle to the appointment of a joint Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
on Jewish immigration into Palestine. They were already in receipt of a 
British proposal and had sent an American countei-propoeal. Only details 
regarding the future Commission remained to be ironed out between the two 
governments. This was the situation in which Mr. Truman and Mr. Byrnes gave 
their agreement to the introduction of the resolution. 

It will be noted that this was the time when feeling was running high in this 
country in connection with the publication on October 18th of the Roosevelt­
Ibn Saud exchange of letters. A great many people, Jews and non-Jews alike, 
considered the Roosevelt letter to Ibn Saud and the re-statement of the .Adminiu-

tration' s 
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position contained in Secretary Byrnes 1 statement of October 18th to be a con­
tradiction of the ~ublicly expressed policy of the Administrati 0n as proclained 
in President Roosevelt's statements of October 15, 1944 a~d March 16, 1945, in 
which he pledged himself to help re-establish Palestine as a Jewish Cornmonwealt • 
The Administration was accused in many circles of ha-vinl; "doubl~crossed11 the 
Jews by giving them a p11blic proMis e of support on the eve of the 1944 pres i d.en-
t ial electi on, but giving them no support whatsoever in fact. 

When Presi ent Tr:unan and Mr. Byrnes prnmised in October not to interfere with 
the resolution w'1 ich Senators Taft, Wagner and Walsh were prepared to introduce, 
their action was viewed differently in var i ous political circles. Some obser­
vers thow~ht that it irn'ticated a changed attitude. Others believed that it was 
done out of deference to p 1blic opinion whic:. was aroused by the -publication of 
the Roosevelt-Ibn Saud corresponqence, and t hat the Ad.ministration wanted to al­
low this resentment to cool off. It was also pointed out by vario11s observers 
that the non-interference promise may have been t iven last October with an eye 
to the impending mayoralty election in Uew Y0 rk. 

On the basis,then, of the President1s and the Secretary of State's pr oMises, the 
three Senators in~roJuced their resolution. The men.sure was referred to tne 
Foreign Relations Cor.unittee where it wn.s called up ten dn;7s l a ter b~r Senator Wag­
ner. A majority of Senators present "tvere anxious to report out the r esolution 
that da,y. 

In the meantime President Truman Md Foreign Secretary Bevin hn.d ,jointly P..nnounced 
the proposed Commission. When Senators Wagner, and Taft, who alt"iongh not a men­
ber of the Committee had been invited to the Me eting, n.sked for n favorable re­
-port, Senator Tom Connally of Tex~s, Chaiman of the Committee, inMediately 
sought to prevent action. He was A.J):J?.rently acting e. t the r0q iest of the Execu­
tive Deprirtment because, according to reports, he quoted. the President as being 
opposed to the resolution, 

A subcommittee was A:-PPOinted to deal 't1ith the questi on, made up of Senator Green, 
chairman; Sen13.tors Hatch, Tunnell, Austin and '\7ile:,r, 1lote the composition of 
this subccmmittoe. It did not include t he sponsor of the resolution, Senator 
Wagner, in accord mce tvi th lon:..,-tine Senatorial courtesy. Mor did it include 
Senator Barkley, the Senn.ta Majority leader, w 10 is a ,vru-m ch3111pion of the W.~ner­
T4ft resoluti on; nor Sen~tor LA.Foll ette, a ranking me□ber of the Committee, who 
also favors forthright action on ? ,1..lostino. 

Various sugg"·etions w~1re nade by certain nm.,-o 1rs of the Senr1.te to w;:i.ter dorm the 
resolution by introducing in it ambiguities similn.r to those '1hich h::!.d been used 
in the pa.st to frustrate Jewish effort. When it becrurie clear th:1t these :wbigui­
ties would be reg:ll'ded by the A.uthors :mcl fri ends of tho resolution as being 
harmful rnthor than helpful, a tendency becnme noticeable to keep on postponing 
the t1hole matter. Four meetings of the full Committee and several meetin _s of 
the subcommi t teo dealt with tl:o resoluti on, but it is st ill far from being re­
ported out. 

The subcommittee ::md the full committee held conferences uith Secret~ry Byrnes, 
ruid it is understood that l r, Byrnes informed. them th-=\t the Administr:-3.tion does 
not wish such a resolution to -oass. m1en confronted ,·,i th his Md President 
Truman's e~rlier promise of no~-int erference, the Secret1.r:, h::id no valid reply. 
Zionist leaders l .1.t ,3r wer o told thr-tt 11you A.re .1,gain getting the double-cross 
just as you got it last year." It is understood that the !Thi te House is ru.so 
partici~atin in this gnmo of trying to ~et the r~solution postponed until 
after the Anglo-.Amoric:m Cor.imission will actually h~vc boen appointed. 
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It is anticipated that when the Co !"l ission is so appointed, the llhi te House and 
the State Department ·will come out with a fu.rther nr~ent st ating that, since 
a Commission has been appoin ed; one should not try to influence i t by a Con­
gressional resolution. -- This at a time when British Foreign Secretar; Bevin 
has issued a statement presenting the British view as to what should be done 
about Palestine, a t· ~n.tement in which he sharply attacks Zionism and 01>1,oses 
a Jewish state. Diplomatic experts point out that this woul d mean that the 
British members of the Coz~11ission would be gt1i c\ed by what they !mo , to 'be the 
desires of their govern'n'lent, whereas the American members of the Comr.lission 
would be left without any such guidance. 

I 

On last Monday, November 26th, the si.1bcommi ttce of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee failed to repo::."t_. Sor1e obseI·vers b ,.,lieve that they -,e r e instruct ed 
not to make a r eport , Th erefore, action on the Re13o lution was post j)oned until 
the next meeting of the full Oommi ttee which ,"111 be th.Ls con5.ng ,:ond.cJy , De~ember 
3rd. There is' l()f course l some pos si bi lii!ily t~a~cPBi f ni.s 5.c,.rn! ntij8-0bf Yfe~ ~P~1tcd ont 
Relations Committee who stand fir.nly for t ne 1k so!at ion as J.nt' .i.'ou.uccC:./ J.n sj-J: t e 

• of the O!)I)Os:1.tion of tho Administration. But there is strong likeliho od that 
most of the members of the Foreign Relations Com.tni ttce will not break with the 
A~~inistration on this issue. 

Politicians point out that there is a moral in, this story: t he mayoralty eloctt~ 
in New York City is over and there is no need for the moment to pny any attention 
to the claims of the Jews. It is true that nnother election is ccming in 
November, 1946, but, the poli icians sny with a S!-:iile, there will be plenty of 
time before then to make anoth er promise to the Jews •.•..• 

• • 

TEE FIRST FRUITS OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 

ANGLO-AMERIO.AN JOI!~ COMMISSIOli OF IUQ,UIRY 

Following is the full text of a Jewish Telegraphic Agency dispatch dated 
November 25, 1945: 

British Troops Arrest Jewish Leaders in 

~elsen Camp for Protest on Palestine Policy 

FARIS, Nov. 25. (JTA) -- Leaders of tho Central Jewish Comr.iittee in Bergcn­
Belsen, in the Bri'tish zone in Germany, have been arrest ed for protes ting 
£3€ainst the now British policy on Palestine, it was revealed in a re-port recci vcd 
here today from the Committee. 

The Blu&-White Zionist flag was mishandled by British military polie~en and 
thrown onto a heap of garbage, the r o:;_:•ort said, and a crowd of Jetrs, including 
r:iany wonen, •1hich gathered when a police car arried to take a,-,ey those arrested, 
were beaten by British r.1ili tary police :'1. th rubber truncheons. 

The arrests ~.rere r:1ade on Novorib er 16, ,-,hen the protest against the Eovin state­
ment was to have been sub·:i tted to the British authorities in Bolscn during the 
distri bation of Red Cross parcels s chea.uled to take place on th -:t dey" How­
ever the German administrator of t he ca~p, G. Grando, notified the military 
police of the plan and later cr, ... oared with l3ritish ! ... P. 1s ,,nor, he nsked to 
arrest Marian Lipke, the president of tho Jewish Committee. 
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As soon as they arrived, the military police immediately removed ro.nners bearing 
inscrlpticn s in English reading: "Open the Gates of Palestine.'' t•1hich had beon 
erected by the displaced Jews. Then, acting on the advice of the GcrmRn adminis­
trator, they arrested not only the president of tho Jewish Co!!lrlittec, but u nw,ber 
of other leaders of the committee and several of its persoc~ol. They then took 
tho Blue-White flag from the office of the committee and throw it into a pile of 
garbage sixty foot from the office. 

Jewish Camp Office Raided; Ty;pewriters and Corres~ondence Seized 

Meanwhile, many of the thouam1ds of Jews who are still in the Belsen car.ip gathered 
together and voiced their protest against the German ad.ninistrator. The nilitary 
police thon let loose with their rubber truncheons, striking at rondo!"l at en and 
women. 

Several hours later, British troops, led by Grnndc, returned to tho C '"''"1P and 
arrested another member of the Jewish Comnittoo, two young chalutzira and three 
Jewish girls, without explanation. They later returned, for a third tir:le, and 
searched the office of the committee, seizing several typewriters, correspondence 
files and accounting ledgers. 

No infornati on concerning those arrested can be obtained, except it is 1.:nown that 
during their interrot:;ation at the headq_unrters of the military police, one was 
struck twice by a Gorman policor.an in the presence of a British officer. 

* • • 

Yesterday the following cable was sent by the Jewish Agoncy for Pnlcstine to 
Secretary of State Byrnes: 

":BRITISH TROOPS .A11D POLICE FORCIBLY ENTERED THREE PEACEFUL JEWISH LABOUR 

AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENTS l·TANTONL Y BEAT HUNDREDS t.!Elf AlID WOUEN SHOT AND KILLED 

FOUR PERSONS WOUNDED MANY OTHERS WITHOUT ANY REASON OR PROVOCATIOiJ AlID AL­

THOUGH SETTLERS AND NUMEROUS FRIENDS FROit NEIGHBORHOOD WHO ASSEMBLED THEF.E 

WERE ENTIRELY WARMED stop FORCES ALSO SMASHED FUBNITUBE AND DAMAGED HUTS 

stop THIS COMES AF!'ER SHOOTING IN TELAVIV LAST WEEK OF SIX JEWS nE.AD MID 
I 

WOUNDING FIFTY mHERS MAIi! OF 'IHEM CHILDBEN UNDER TEN ALTHOUGH NOT SINGLE 

SHOT FIRED BY JEWS stop IMFF.ES.SION GROWING MANDATORY GOT,i' .. ~BNMENT IS INTRODUOIUG 

REGIME OF TERRC.~ WITH VIEW INTIMIDATING JEWS OF PALESTINE INTO SUBMISSION TO 

ffiITE PAPER POLICY AND CESSATIO JEWISH IMMIGRATION stop BESPEOTFULLY REQ,UEST 

l3RING ABOVE INFORMATION A."tID OUR SOLEMN PROTEST TO NOTICE UMITED STATES SENATil 

AlU) HOUSE REPRESE1TTATIVES. 11 

, 
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If Jews in Eruopo, despite their sufferings of the last twelve years, dare to 
express their desire to go to Palestine th oy arc beaten by :Sri tish nili tary poli c:- . 
If the Yishuv dares to rhtso it s voice in protest, the answer is ~ c~aign of 
terror by the British □ili tary. Thus is launched a carrlpaign of inti;rl.dation 
against Jews who either wish to go to Palestine or want others to cooe to Pales­
tine, Here are the first indicctions of what is really intended by the British 
Govcrnnent. These are the first fruits of Mr. Bevin's statencnt announcing tho 
proposed Conr'1ission of Inquiry. 

• * • 

The Elno Roper Poll of United States Jewish Opinion on Palestine 

In his stat enent Mr. Bcrln differentiated between 11JeHs11 o.nd II Zionist s 11 • The .false­
hood that there is a wide area of disagreement among Jews on the question of the 
Jewish State was exploded by the Elmo Roper Eoll on this subject. The results 
of the survey were published in the New York Herald-Tribune on ·ovember 22nd. 
Here,·ri th is a major portion of Mro Roper I s column: 

"One of the knottiest problems facing President Truman and Prime Minister 
Attlee at their recent conferences was undoubtedly the issue of Palestine 
and. a Jewish state. This is no new issue, but the plight of the Je.-s, 
particularly in Europe, has been highlighted and made more acute by Hitler' s 
persecution of them. 

"The question has long been regarded as one full of political dynamite in 
the Near East. It has, from time to time, been the subject of politieal 
debate in the United States, and the statement has sometimes been made 
that even the Jews in the United States were split nearly evenly for and 
against the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. 

"In an effort to find out ·what American Jews actually did think on this 
subject, a nation-wide survey was recently taken among Jews only. No 
effort was made to gather opinions as to the merits of the conflicting 
Arab and Jewish claims. Opinions were asked only on tho question of 
whether such a state would be good or bad for the Jews themselves. The 
results show an overwholming majority believing that the establishment 
of such a state would be gJ od. Respondents were asked: 

"'Here are two statements. Please tell mo with which one you 
most nearly agree: 

1. A Jewish state in Palestine is a good thing for the 
Jews, and every possible effort should be made to 
establish Palestine as a Jewish state, or common­
wealth, for those who want to settle th~re. 

2. Je,s are a religious group only and not a nation, 
and 1 t would be bad for the Je,·rs to try to set up 
a Jewish state in Palestine or anywhere else.'" 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local lmergency Co;'.!lI!littees Date December 7, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed are offsets of two important recent articles on the Palestine 
question, which~~ be ordered in limited quantity: 

l. "British Policy Breaks Down" by Freda Kirchwey, an analysis of 
the demands the United States should make if it is to assume co­
responsibility with respect to Palestine. 

2. Edgar Ansel Mowrer's column, "Oil for Two Companies - and Death for 
Jews, n which appeared in the New York Post and other newspapers, a 
searing attack on .American and British betr~al of their pledges to 
the Jews. 

BI,S:SMH 
Encs. 



.,~MiRicAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local »nergency Committees Due December 7, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached is text of a letter to President Truman from Senators Taft and 

Wagner with reference to Senate Joint Resolution 112 now being considered 

by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

The letter, a most important document, is a full statement of the Zionist 

position. Please convey its contents to the member3 of your Committee. 

It would be very helpful if this letter could appear as an advertisement 

in your local newspapers. 

Regards. 

Enc. 
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Dear Mr. President: 

TEXT OF LETTER TO PRESIDENT T:RUMAN 

FROM SENATORS TAFT AND WAGNER 

December 6, 1945 

Ever since we introduced Senate Joint Resolution No. 112 on Palestine, a 
continuous campaign, both open and covert, has been conducted against the bill, 
and more particularly against its basic proposition - that the Jews shall have 
the right of free entry into Palestine so that they may reconstitute it as a 
democratic commonwealth. Whoever may be behind this opposition and whatever 
their motives, their campaign has taken the form of a gross misrepresentation 
of our position and of the intentions of all who support Jevish aspirations in 
Palestine. The misrepresentation centers in the astounding and baseless charge 
that it is proposed to establish in Palestine a t1theocratic11 state or a state 
based upon religious or racial discrimination. This insidious campaign has now 
been carried to the White House in an obvious attempt to influence the Administra­
tion. We, therefore, find it necessary to make a full statement of our position 
in order to dispel such fantastic misconceptions so assiduously fostered. 

1. In drafting our Resolution we had before us the Palestine planks of 
the Republican and Democratic platfonne adopted by the national conventions of 
the two parties in Chicago, 1944. The relevant words in the Republican platform 
are as follows: 

"In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, 
women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call 
for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration 
and land ownership, so that in accordance with the full intent 
and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the resolu­
tion of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine mey be con­
sti tuted as a free and democratic commonweal th. 11 

The corresponding language in the Democratic platform is as follows: 

11 We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immi- • 
gration and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the 
establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth." 

Our Resolution is, therefore, no more than a re-statement of the position 
taken by both major parties representing, as they do, the great majority of 
.American citizens. 

2. The expression., "Jewish Commonwealth," is not novel. It was not recent­
ly invented to represent a new idea. It antedates the Palestine Mandate and was 
used repeatedly by the leading statesmen of Great Britain and the United States 
in the crucial years preceding and following the Peace Conference at Versailles 
when the terr! to rial settlements were in the making. 

3. That this was the sense in which the British Government had understood 
its commitment was stated by Mr. David Lloyd George, Prime iUnister at the time of 
the !alfour Declaration, who testified before the British Royal Commission on 

'. 
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Palestine as follows: "It was contemplated that when the time arrived for acoordr­ing representative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded ther:1 b:r the idea of a national home and had become a definite majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus become a Jewish 
Commonwealth." 

General Smuts, Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa, on November 3, 
1919, spoke of "an increasing stream of Jewish immigration" and of "a great Jewish State rising there once more." 

Mr. Winston Churchill spoke in the same vein: "If, a.s may well happen, 
there should be created in our lifetime on the banks of the Jordan a Je,:rish State 
under the protection of the British Cro,m ,-rhich might comprise three or four 
millions of Jews, an event will hn.ve occurred in the history of the trorld which 
would from every point of view be beneficial." 

The British Roy.al Commission attested that "Lord Robert Cecil, in 1917, 
Sir Herbert Samuel, in 1919, and ~r. Winston Churchill, in 1920, spoke or wrote 
in terms that could only mean that they contem~lated the eventual estnblishment of a Jewish State." 

4. The position of the United States in favor of the ovolntion of Palestine into a Jewish State was equally clear. That this was the understanding of the 
American Delegation at the Peace Confer once appears explicitly fro□ the Outline 
of Report and Recomr:1endatlons prepared by the Intelligence Section of that Delega­tion, in accordance with instructions, for the American Plenipotentiaries. This Report, dated January 21, 1919, summarized the .American attitude in the following recommendation: 11 That the Jews be invlted to return to Palestine and settle there, being assured by the (Peace) Conference of all proper assistance in so 
doing that may be consistent with the protection of the personal (especially the religious) and property rights of the non-Jewish population, and being further assured that it will be the policy of the League of rations to recognize Palestine as a Jewish State as soon as it is a Je ·1i sh State in fact. 11 

5. In harmony with this position, President Woodrow Wilson on March 3, 1919 declared: "I am persuaded that the Allied Nations with the fullest concur­
rence of our own Government and people are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid 
the foundation of a Jeirish Commom·1ealth." 

6. It cannot be suggested that the statesmen we have quoted, from Lloyd 
George to Woodrow Wilson, lacked the capacity to express themselves in clear and precise terms. Each of them was a master of the English tongue. tor would anyone 
in his senses impute to those enlightened statesmen the advocacy of a "racial state" or a "theocracy" when they used the te,rn1 11 Jewish Co:r. nom·rnal th" so freely. What they obvi 0usly intendad and stated in so many ,1ords was that in Palestine, their ancestral land, the Jews should be free to grow into a majority and not be 
kept down artificially to the position of a minority in which they find themselves in every othar country in the world. This is the core and essence of the proposal. 

7. It is clear from the foregoing that our Resolution does no more than 
give renewed expression to the purposes of tl1e Erl ti sh and American statesmen who 
framed the policies of the Allied Nations~ Their statemonts are, if anything, 
more e" licit than the terms of our Resolution~ The objective remains simple 
and clear: to ensure that all Jews who desire to settle in Palestine shall be 
guaranteed the right of entry so that they may develop and ro-populato their 
aneoetral land and so that Palestine may become a Jt:wish State in the sense that 
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Jews will constitute the majority. Our Resolution adds the proviso that the 
Commonwealth thus to be created shall be one in which "all men, regardless of 
raoe cir creed, shall enjoy equal rights." 

8. This is also the official position of the Zionist movement repeatedly 
eX9ressed. Time and again, on countless occasions, the Zionist Or ;anization nade 
it crystal clear that it contemplates a democratic state in which complete equality 
of rights and status shall obtain between all citizens, irrespective of race or 
faith, and between all religious groups within the state. 

Under the circumstances, it should be impossible for any well-infonned 
person to maintain in good faith the fantastic notion that the fomula "Je .·ish 
Oo!Ilr1onwealth" implies any domination of the Jewish religion over the adherence 
of other faiths. 

9. Millions of Jews in the Old World regard themselves and are regarded 
by their neighbors not merely as a religious denomination, such as Moslems or 
Baptists, but also as a people with a distinctive culture, characteristics and 
traditions. By the Balfour Declaration and the M~nd~te, tho nati ons of the world 
recognized that just as the Czechs, the Greeks I the Uag-1ars, and the Irish• or 
any other recognized nationality are entitlted each to a homeland of its own, so 
the Jewish people ,-,as likewise entitled to its national home. The Mandate, there­
fore, speaks of the recognition "given to the historical connecticn of the Je,-.rish 
people with Palestine and to the ground for reconstituting their national home 
in that country." 

10. We are reluctantly driven to the conclusion that the misrepresentations 
to which we have referred and the false issues raised with regnrd to the projected 
Jewish Commonwealth are intended to confuse the public, to deprive the Jewish 
people of their established rights, and to assist the British Government in evad­
ing its obligations under binding intern~i;ional agreements. Neither we, nor 
other Senators who share our views, nor the American people will be deceived by 
these tactics. 

11. Finally, Mr. President, it is our conviction that the passage of such 
a Resolution is more urgently required now than ever before, in view of the joint 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry about to be organized. Our country can only 
proceed on the assumption that the pledges given to the Jewish people and embodied 
in international covenants shall be honored. If the Joint Committee proceeds on 
that assumption, its hands will be strengthened by the passage of the Resolution. 
If the Committee is not instructed to proceed on that assumption, it is the more 
necessary that the traditional and basic position of the United States with regard 
to the Palestine question should be re-e.ffirmed so far as it lies in the power of 
Congress to do so. 

We trust, Mr. President, that this statement will contribute to a clari­
fication of this question touching an important aspect of our foreign policy, 

The Honorable Harry S, Truman 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Respectfully yours, 

Robert F. Wagner 

Robert A. Taft 
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British Policy Breaks 
Down 

BY FREDA KIRCHWEY 

IT IS ine, itable that Zioni. ts, commenting on Mr. Bevin's 

Palestine statement, should make what capital they can 

out of the broken pledges of the British Government through­

out the past twenty-fi e year and of the Labor Party within 

the past five months. For both are sensational and provide 

effective moral ammunition. But in the end the Zioni t ca e 

will ta.nd or fall on more reali tic grounds. As long as 

British foreign policy i ba ed on a determination to pre­

serve the Empire, Palestine will continue to be treated, not 

as a moral issue, but as a piece in the whole imperial design. 

The hope that animated mo t of us when Briti. h Labor 

took power was 9uickly extingui hed. W/e did not suppose 

that the Attlee government ,vould abandon the Empire. But 

we dreamed briefly of a new policy which would seek for 

curity not through the old by- ays of intrigue and appea e­

ment but along the high road of international cooperation . 

The San Franci co conference, under Brili h pres ure, had 

made a farce of the trustee hip idea. But the idea was sound 

and Labor, taking office h o months later and faced with 

urgent post-war problems of colonial readjustment, had a 

chance to tackle the issue freshly. It could ha e calJed a con- . 

ference of the leading colonial powers, together with Russia 

and the United States, and undertaken a realistic appraisal 

of the situation in those parts of the globe where imperial 

interest clash with one another and with the rights of the 

people who Jive there. The chance was lost. The Labor Gov­

ernment chose to continue the old methods, and today we 

see the results in Pale tine-and in Surabaya. 

Let no one be conf~sed by the apparent contradiction in­

volved in hooting down Javanese nationalists and support­

ing Arab nationalists. There is no contradiction; both are ex­

pressions of a single strategy: to uppress those elements 

which threaten the dominance of the ruling groups to whom 

the Colonial Office look for cooperation in maintaining 

British control. The Arab League was not created as an 

instrument of Arab nationalism; it was in ented-and sub­

vented-by Britain to erve Briti h purpose in the Middle 

East during the war. If the League and Arab political leader 

generally are developing ideas of grandeur it is because they 

ha e learned that blackmail pays, e pecially when it is dressed 

np in high-sounding sentiments. Britain is hedging on its 

promises to the Jews not because it ha:; been converted to 

Arab views on Arab rights in Palestine, but because Arab 

leaders have promised to make trouble if tho e promises are 

kept; and Britain ants to avoid new trouble in an area a, 

important and un table as the Middle East. It is true that 

the Jews are al o beginning to how igns of anger; riots 

have been suppressed in Tel Aviv and tension is growing. 

Faced wi_th growing disillusionment, respon ible Jewish lead­

ers may be unable to che k violence, and the power of the 

extremist minority is likely to increase. But by and large 

the Jews are not a major menace: their loyalty. their patience 

their civilized procedures, and their ha ic dependence on Brit-

1,;h power all tend to weaken their 'trategic position. 

The British are afraid of the Arabs, and with reason. The 

league is no longer a ource of security. It is openly plan­

ning the expu] ion of British influence and control from the 

whole Middle East, as it has succe fully expelled French 

influence and control ( with the aid of British arms!) from 

rhe Levant tates. Faced with this threat, what can the For-

eign Office and the Colonial Ollice do but continue to stall 

,rnd betray thtir promi cs an<l try more and bigger ppease­

ment? The alternatiYe would be a n w approach to the 

whole problem of Empire defense. 
Mr. Bevin's Pale tine propo al i - proof that the labor 

Government is not ready for that. The Committee of Inquiry 

is little more than a new \ rinkle in an old policy. This is 

not the fir t time neces ' ary action ha been delayed by the 

launching of an im e tigation; the de ice is as old as govern­

ment . The new feature introduced by Mr. Bevin is the par­

ticipation of the Unit d States- and it is n important 

innovation. For it insure powerful upport for conclusions 

which, ironicaJly, were largely anticipalul by the Foreign 

ecretary in hi statem nt announcing the committee. By 
:?CC pting the 1 n on Briti..;h erm , . f: . Tr~1r.1:1n l J S, , 1_; 

f a.r, walked into a trap, as the Zionists charge. 

He can only retriew the situation and li\c up to hi - o, n 

.me.I his country' , I kdge by altering as completely as pos ibfe 

th fram • of refuc:ncc in 'wl1i1..h th Committ of Inquitt 

is to operate. He hould in i ·t ur on his original propo·al that 

100,000 homeless European Je ,·s be tramferr <l to Palestine. 

The British turned down the request, but th, t was before 

he committee h:id been :greed uron. Thq· ou! find it 

difficult to refuse if Mr. Truman backed his propo:;al with 

firm guaranties of American help in handling the transfer 

and insuring the safety of the refuaees. In any ca e, it is 

cruel nonsense to lea.Ye the Jew in German camps while 

new investigations are undertaken. We already have the 

careful reports of Dean Harrison and Judge Rivkind to verify 

the known fact that mo t of the e persons look lo Palestine 

as the only hope of surviYal for thcmseh e and their children. 

The President should al o make sure that the inquiry into 

the problem of Palestine is unhampered by Mr. Bevin's 

ready-made prejudgments. If the Unite<l States i to accept 

responsibility for hclping to soh·e that problem it must not 

go in with its hands tied. The only obligation it can afford 

ro assume is the obligation to ·ee to it that the terms of the 

Balfour Declaration, as elaborated in the British Mandate, 

and officially recognized by acts of Congress in 1922 and 

1925, is duly carried out. In other word , the e tablishment 

of a Jewi h ationai'Home and the encouragement of Jewish 

immigration hould be a umed, as a tarting point. From 

there on, the inquiry should take the form of a brand-new 

examination of the place of Pale tine in the intricate design 

of Middle Eastern relationships. It hould consider, without 

prejudice, what kind of control can be t be applied in a 

region where the interests of great powers, strategic and 

material, make external control of some sort ine itable. In 

"·iew of America's own growing interests in the Middle East 

and its new international obligations, such an inquiry should 

be pursued without too much regard for existing colonial 

practices. We have an opportunity to do what Britain, tied 

to its burdensome past, has failed lo do; we can make a new 

tart. 
Obviou ly Briti h policy ha broken down, whether the 

Labor Government will admit it or not. The old tactic 

of buying protection from greedy ruling cliques has sen• 

ationally failed. Perhaps the Middle East as a whole should 

be put under international control; perhap the Levant states 

and Palestine might be joined in a federation under United 

Nations trustee hip. Perhaps a different solution altogether 

would emerge from a fresh tudy of the problem. But it is 

certain that the results of imperialist intrigue-now bloodily 
vi ible in Palestine-can be eliminated only if the powers 
are able to cooperate in new methods of regulation which 
wiJl provide security for their legitimate intere ts and at the 

same time encourage the frail beginning of social progress, 

popular enli htenment, and elf-government. 
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Mowrer 
On World 
Affairs 

Oil fcft- 2 Companies 
-A,ul Death for Jews 

a, EDGAR ANSEL MOWKD 
Oil, imperialism and Arabs 

have just won a new victory over 
justice and Jews- with President 
Truman's consent. 

.\rab feudalists will gloat, Eu• 
rop"an Jews will die, other Jews 
will protest. 

Who cares! Not the British 
rulers who engineered the Jewish 
defeat. Jews have next-to-no po• 
Utical Influence in Britain. 

Perhaps the American Presi­
dent? Before next November he 
will have plenty of time to shed 
a tear and express his "deep con­
cern'' over the unfortunate de­
mi~ of those European Jews 
whom it ls, alas, too late to save. 
Not the American politicos who 
for twenty-five years have unin­
terruptedly duped the American 
Jews with their double-talk. 
Meanwhile the American State 
Dept. can (pbssibly) save Kin& 
Ibn Saud's tottering throne by 
further "subsidies" (your money 
and mine!) And the laces of de­
cent men and women can ~row 
deeper red with shame. 

The "lrl'Nitltlble" Cue 
Less than six months ago, the 

British Labor Party (leaders: Att­
lee, Bevin and MoITison) passed 
a resolution: 

"'there ls surely neither hope 
nor meaning in a 'Jewish Nation­
al Home' unless we are prepared 
to let J~s, if they wish, enter 
this tiny land in such numbers as 
to become a majority ... There 
was a strong case for this before 
the war. There ls an irresistible 
case now after the unspeakable 
atrocities of the cold and calcu­
lated Nazi plan to klll all Jews 
In Europe." 

Irresistible case, what! So Ir­
resistible that now, when winter 
b upon them and the remnant 
of European Jews are dylnf, Brit-

ain and America are going to set 
up a useless Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry to "make 
recommendations" that will "be 
of immense help In arriving at a 
solution of the Palestine prob­
lem some months from now­
maybe. 

Led Into Betrayal 
Who says this? Foreign Secre­

tary Ernest Bevin, one ot the Brit­
ish Labor Party leaders who less 
than six months ago found the 
Jewish case "irresistible." The 
aame great humanitarian who re­
cently harangued the Hou• ot 
Commons over the plight of the 
"'pocw Germans." Well, a famou• 
Englishman once boasted that 
Britain has "no permament ene­
mies, merely permanent inter­
ests.'' Obviously it has no perm­
anent principles. Yet I must con• 
tess, I thought Ernie Bevin wu 
,Ufferent. 

President Truman has been led 
Into a betrayal. In January, 1919, 
the American Delegation to the 
Versailles Peace Conferen~ rec­
ommended: 

"l. That there be established a 
aeparate state of Palestin~; ... 3. 
that the Jews be invited to return 
to Palestine and settle there . . • 
being assured that it will be the 
policy o1 the League of Nations 
to r~cognlze Palestine as a Jew­
ish state as soon as it Is a Jewish 
atate In fact." 

Less than two months later 
President Wilson declared: 

"I am per~uaded that the Allied 
nations, with the fullest concur• 
rence of our own government 
and people, are agreed that in 
Palestine shall be lJid the found&• 
tion of a Jewish Commonwealth." 

This was the American policy. 
Since then, every American 
President up to Truman and 
both political parties have regu­
larly vol~ their belief that Pal· 

estine should be given to tile 
Jews. 

Does President Truman know 
this? Can he ignore that in ac­
cepting the Bevin plan for an 
Anglo-American Committee of 
Inquiry, while Jews are dying, 
he is embracing the infamous 
British White Paper of 1931? 
Does he not realize that this is 
another British stall to gain time 
and perhaps to foment more 
Arab "riots" (at so much a 
"rioter"?) designed to convince 
Americans that a Jewish Pales­
tine would mean wholesale 
bloodshed? 

Ia the President willing to -be 
the dupe of two oil companies? 

Mr. Truman dislikes diplomats 
in striped pants. There are no 
more fatuous "striped pants" in 
the American foreign service 
than George Wadsworth and S. 
Pinckney Tuck, our diplomatic 
representatives In Beirut and 
Cairo. 

Are these men-is the State 
Dept.,-telling the President the 
full story? Does President Tru­
man know that, according to 
Abd-f'l Rahman Azzaro, Egyptian 
Minister of Arabian Affairs, Brit­
ish anti-Semitism in Palestine 
hides an attempt to eliminate 
Ameri('an and Soviet lnfiuence 
from the Middle East? Or that 
British intelligence chief in 
Cairo, Brigadier General Clay­
ton, urged London (Oct. 15, 1945) 
to secure the return to Jerusalem 
of the arch-traitor, the Grand 
Mufti! Has the President read 
the Mufti's letter to Adolf Hit• 
ler (July 4, 1942) promising his 
"1'~uehrer" that the Arab peoples 
would "continue to fight" on his 
aide? 

Now, if ever, is the time for 
the American people to speak up 
and tell their President that we 
refu1e to be involved In this 
shameful betrayal. 

(Pr... Alllaa~. JDC.) 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. C0NFIDE:t'1"T IAL 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date December 10, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

This week's issue of Life (December 10, 1945) carries an editorial on 
Palestine entitled "A Dream" which distorts the Zionist purpose with a 
callous disregard for the truth. 

This damaging editorial must be dealt with immediately. The edi tore of 
Life must be made to understand that vast numbers of .Americans are out­
raged by the misleading statements and the sly insinuations contained in 
the piece. (You will recall that a similar article in the Reader's Digest 
was the target of a letter campaign last year, and that the publisher was 
forced to carry a second article on Palestine which presented the true 
facts in the situation.) It is imperative that Life be flooded with 
letters of protest which refute the flagrant distortions contained in the 
editorial. 

The comment contained in this memorandum should be used by you and your 
friends in the preparation of your letters to Life. However, we cannot 
emphasize too strongly that these letters must be in your own words. 

Le ttere should be sent to 

The Editors 
Life lttlgazine 
Time & Life Building 
Rockefeller Center 
New York 20, N. Y. 

Please act on this immediately. 

1. The editorial gets off to a bad start by making the following statement; 

''lnany, perhaps most, of these Jews (Jews left after the Hitler 
massacres in Europe) do not want to go to Palestine; indeed, 
the Zionists are advertising in Britain and Americe for enough 
immigrants to complete their current quotas." 

The charge that Zionists are advertising in Great Britain and America for 
immigrants to make up a quota cannot be characterized as anything but a 
lie. The only possible grounds for this distortion are some recent appeals 
made by some Zionist leaders for a contingent of American youth to go to 
Palestine. This appeal was made, not because there are not enough 1mm1-
grants to go to Falestine, b~t because the leaders regard the American 
youth as a valuable element in the upbuilding of Plaestine and would like 
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to see Americans as well as others participate in the Jewish renascence. This 
hae absolutely nothing to do with the question of dieplaced Jews in Europe. 

As to the situation in D.irope, all reports throughout the period of the war made 
by Jews or non-Jews, Zionists or non-Zionists, prove the veey opposite of the 
statement made in Life's editorial, namely, they all emphasize that while some 
of the Jews are ready to go to the United States or any other democratic country, 
most of them prefer to go to Falestine. 

These opinions were confirmed by the thorough-going report to President Truman 
on the plight of the displaced Jews in Europe vhich was delivered toward the end 
of August, 1945 by Earl G. Harrison, American member of the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Refugees . . In this report he declared in the strongest terms that 
the Jews in Germany and Austria DDlSt be evacuated; that while every effort should 
be made to :repatriate those who wish to return to their former countries, and 
that while the doors of the United States and Great Britain should be opened to 
a reasonable number, Falestine must be regarded as the chief haven. The report 
stated that for a great part of European Jewry, Palestine wab the only "accept­
able, or even decent, solution for their future." He came to this conclusion 
"on a purely humanitarian basis" without reference to the ideological or poli­
tical aspects of Zionism. In closing his report he again emphasized the urgency 
of taking immediate action: 

"In conclusion, I w.ish to repeat that the main solution, in many 
ways the only real solution, of the problem lies in the quick evac­
uation of all non-repatriable Jews in Germany and Austria, who wish 
it, to Palestine. In order to be effective, this plan must not be 
long delayed. The urgency of the situation should be recognized. 
It is inhuman to ask people to continue to live for any length of 
time under their present conditions. The evacuation of the Jews 
of Germ.any and Austria to Palestine vill solve the problem of the 
individuals involved and will also remove a problem from the mili­
tary authorities who have had to deal vith it." 

The essence of this view had been corroborated by the testimony of the following 
leading responsible persons who have made statements during the last half-year: 

Harvey D. Gibson, President of the Manufacturers Trust Company. As repre -
sentative of the Red Croes, he made a survey of displaced persons in 
Germany at the request of General Dwight D. Eiseuhowsr. On October 
26th he made a public statement to the effect that of the displaced 
Jews he had seen "at least 95 percent" wanted to go to Palestine. 
(New York Times, October 26, 1945). 

Judge Simon Rifkind, advisor to General Eisenhower on Jewish matters. On 
November 2nd, after a visit to a camp for displaced Jews, he said: 
''Without Palestine the problem of displaced persons in Europe is insol­
uble. The preponderance of the desire to emigrate to Palestine is over­
whelming; no one desi~ee to remain in Germany. If Palestine were opened 
at once they would forget all their oufferinge and privations." (New 
York Herald Tribune, November 3, 1945). 

Rabbi Leo Baack, Chief Rabbi of Berlin. Rabbi Baack, a non-Zionist, who 
had been interned in the Thereeienstadt Camp, declared in London on 
July 5, 1945 that none of the Jews in that camp wanted to return to 
Germany; all wished to go to Palestine. 
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Harry Greenstein, former Deputy Director of the Welfare Division of UNRRA. 
On June 8, 1945 Greenstein declared: 'The Jews of Europe have been 

libera.ted, but they have no sense of freedom and no aense of security. 
They want to go to Palestine because it is the one country where they 
can find a new life . " 

Many statements on the part of the displaced Jewa themselves could be quoted. 
They explain their desire to go to Falest1ne for permanent aettlement for the 
following res.aons: Some already have relatives there who will make their adjust­
ment easier and more secure. Others are dominated by the idea of bringing up 
their children in e friendly atmosphere as eelf-res~ecting persons released from 
the strains, abnormalities and persecutions which they themselves· have experianced 
as members of e minority. Some wish to go to Palestine becaueo there is no other 
placa immediately prepared to receive them and because they doubt whether they 
will live long enough to learn about the choices which might possibly be offered 
to them through new investigations. 

II. The following statement by Life of the Zioniot position constitutes a dis­
tortion of the character and aims of the Zionist :movement: 

" ... The Zionists have redoubled their zeal and become more implacably 
nationalistic than ever. Instead of a refuge and a 'homeland' they 
now demand a full-fledged state, with an amy, a foreign policy and 
all the other accoutrements of nationhood." 

Zionists have not changed their position. It is the British who have violated 
international coDDDitments. Zionists are demanding the fulfillment of the Balfour 
Declaration and of the Ie.ndate entrusted by the Leasue of Nations to Great Britain 
which, in accordance with the terms of the ?endate, vas to •~e responsible for 
placing the country under euch political, administrative and economic conditions 
as will secure the establishment of the Jewish National Home." Leading Br1 tish 
statesmen during the period of the First World War and the Paris Feace Conference 
unequivocally declared that the ultimate purpose of the Mandate was the establish­
ment of a Jewish CoDDOnwealth or state. A m:>st authoritative statement came from 
Lloyd George who was Prime ~finister at the time the Balfour Declaration was 
issued. His declaration was as follows: 

''There has been a good deal of discussion as to the meaning of the 
words 'Jewish National Ho!!18' and whether it involved the setting up 
of a Jewish National state in Palestine. I have already quoted the 
words actually used by Mr. Balfour when he submitted the Declaration 
to the Cabinet for its approval. They were not challenged at the time 
by any member present, and there could be no doubt as to what the 
Cabinet then had in their minds. It was not their idea. that a Jewish 
state should be set up immediately by the Peace Treaty without refer­
ence to the wishes of t~ maJori ty of the inbabi tants. On the other 
hand, it was contemplated that when the time arrived for according repre­
sentative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews had meanwhile 
responded to the opportunity afforded them by the idea of a National 
Home and had become a definite majority of the inhabitants, then 
Palestine would thus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that 
Jewish immigration would have to be artificially restricted in order 
to ensure that the Jews should be a pemanent minority never entered 
into the heads of any9ne engaeed in framing the policy. That would 
have been regarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we 
were appealing. " 
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There is incontrovertible evidence that the American Government, which partici­
pated in the formulation of the Balfour Declaration, also understood it to mean 
the ultimate establishment of a Jewish state. This is indicate'd in President 
Wilson' e well-known pronouncement, made on March 2, 1919: "I am persuaded that 
the Allied nations, with the fullest concurrence of our Government and our people, 
are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundation of a Jevish ComDDn­
wealth. " This statement reflected the view of the body of American experts, known 
as the Commission of Inquiry, at the ieace Conference, which two months before, 
in January 1919, made a comprehensive reconm:endation for the settlement of Near 
East problems. Full provision was ma.de for Arab aspirations for independence in 
Syria, Mesopotamia and Arabia. As to Palestine, the recommendation read: 

''rhat the Jews be invited to return to Palestine and settle there, 
being assured by the Conference of all proper assistance in so doing 
that ms.y be consistent with the protection of the personal (especially 
the religious) and the property rights of the non-Jewish population, 
and being further assured that it vill be the policy of the League of 
Nations to recognize Palestine as a Jewish state as ooon as it ia a 
Jewish state in fact." 

Zionists are not demanding a whit more than this. They are demanding a reitera­
tion of the right for free entry into Palestine, and full opportunity for coloni­
zation and economic development so that they may re-establish Palestine as a free 
and democratic commonwealth in which all inhabitants of the country without dis­
tinction of race, religion or nationality, will enJoy equal civil and religious 
rights. 

Zionists are bitterly opposed to the 1939 White Paper, not only because it re­
pudiates the idea of the ultimate establishment of a Jewish state, but because 
it prohibits further Jewish 1.mm1gration, limits the right to purchase land to 
an area comprising only five percent of the total land area of Palestine, and 
surrounds their residence in other parts of Palestine with restrictive discrimina­
tory regulations. It reduces tr.etr statue to that of a permanent minority in 
the country and proposes 1n the near future to sot up a Palestine State which 
would in effect be an Arab state 1n the light of the fact that, according to the 
White Paper, the Arabs are to remain a majority • . 

A great part of the Jewish population in Palestine have kin in ».trope. Their 
etl'l.lggl.e 1e not merely tor an abstract idea of nationalism, but to secure for 
their uprooted brethren the homeland which has been promised to them. The Jews 
of Falestine have been witness to deportations carried out by the British Govern­
ment with unrestrainted cl'l.lelty. It should be borne 1n mind that while hundreds 
of thousands of Jews 1n Europe mst emigrate or be doomed, the British Govern­
ment is no longer issuing !El. certificates. 

The editorial recommends that a "generous gesture" be made to relieve the tension 
of the situation, and suggests that this "gesture" would be the internationaliza­
tion of Palestine. We submit that this would be an em.pty gesture. It would 
offer no relief to the Jews in Europe, no immediate help; this is simply another 
way of postponing action. Obviously it would take a 10118 time to consider the 
suggestion and the probabilities are that it would 1n the end be rejected. No 
one who is acquainted with the situation believes that Great Britain has any 
intention of altruistically relinquishing control over Palestine, and there is 
no indication that the United States is ready to challenge Britain's control of 
Palestine. 

It would seem that Life expects the Jewish people to be the ''magnanimous" party 
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in the situation. After six million of their number have been annihilated, and 
with the doors of their internationally guaranteed Homeland closed to their 
pitiful remnants, the Jews -- according to Life -- are now to give up their Just 
aspirations in Palestine ... This suggestion is a new low in cynicism. 

III. The editorial suggests that Palestine be made an international center of 
life. The fact is that under the Mandate it is already an international center 
in a cultural sense. English, Hebrew and Arabic ars all official languages, an 
anlimited degree of cultural end religious autonomy is permitted, and the Christian 
communities in Palestine have every right to organize communities and to conduct 
educational and philanthropic work. The program of the Zionists insures the 
continuance of this liberal attitude toward cultural and religious diversity. 
Zionists are ready to accept international controls which would guarantee this, 
as well as complete equality of civil rights. It might be mentioned that the 
Jewish municipality of Tel-Aviv already includes an Arab section where it provides 
schooling in Arabic, with Arabic teachers, on the same basis that it does for 
Jewish districts. 

The editorial, though expanding on the work of the nearby .American University of 
Beirut, fails to mention the splendid achievements of the Hebrew University at 
Jerusalem, which has become an important factor for the development of science 
and culture in the Middle East. It may aleo be noted that one of the first 
departments in the Hebrew University was its Oriental Department, devoted to 
Arab and Islamic Culture, and the Hebrew University Library has one of the largest 
collections of Ielamica and Arabica in the world. Besides offering courses to 
the students in various aspects of Arabic life and literature, it also has done 
considerable extension work in spreading knowledge of Arabic and Arab life among 
the people at large. 

IV. In indicating the benefits of its proposal to internationalize Palestine, 
the editorial says: ''The Arabs will resent this new intrusion; but they would 
no longer fear Jewish dominance and their dismal standard of life would be 
raised." 

This way of stating the matter insinuates that the "dismal standard of life" of 
the Arab peasant in Palestine is somehow due to the presence of the Jews. The 
opposite is the case. All reports indicate beyond any shadow of doubt that the 
standard of life of the Arab masses in Palestine is far higher than it is in 
neighboring Arab countries, and that, furthermore, improvement of the Arab 
standard of life in Palestine is due mainly to the Jewish ev~loJ)IllSnt there. 

Moreover, the sentence repeats the oft-quoted allegation that the main reason 
for Arab opposition to Zionism is fear of Jewish predominance. But the present 
political leaders of the Arabs have consistently stated that they are opposed to 
any further Jewish immigration on any ground whatsoever. The Arab leaders have 
taken the position that "Fe.lestine is an Arab country and must remain so. " They 
have declared that they are the "owners" of Palestine and that this alleged 
"ownership" gives them the absolute right to rule· In 1923, when the British 
offered an Arab Agency analogous to the Jewish Agency, the Arab representatives 
curtly refused, asserting: ''The Arab owners of the country cannot see their 
way to accept a proposal which tends to place them on an equal footing with the 
alien Jews." In 1936, in testimony before the Boyal Commission, Auni Bey again 
stated that: ''We do not accept the formula laid down by the Jews that there 
should be no domination by Jews over Arabs or by Arabs over Jews." It was his 
position that the Arabs had the right to dominate Palestine and could make no 
concessions. 
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In sum, the editorial in Life is, like the appointment of the Anglo-American 
Inquiry Commission, another wa::, of delaying any real solution of the problem. It 
offers no iJmnediate, concrete help for the displaced Jews of Europe and makes a 
proposal which is bound to be opposed by the British and the Arabs even more 
strongly than by the Jews. It is hardly likely that it will receive eny support 
on the part of Americans. It is not only "a dream''; 1 t is a will-of-the-wisp 
fantasy. It cannot possibly do any good; but it obviously can do much harm in 
delaying a practical solution. 

HLS:MLD 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To .l1e~be~s of American Zicnist Emergency Council 

F 
Harry L. Shapiro rom 

Decemoe r 13, 1945 

Enclosed for your infonnation is copy of telegram sent December 12 to 
Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees. 

HLS:SS 
Enc. 



COPY OF TELEGRAMS~ TO 

CHAIRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES 

DECEMBER 12, 1945 

SENATE FOBEIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE TODAY APPROVED W.\G:t-.lER-TAFr RESOLUTION ON 

:PALESTINE, THIS Il1PORTANT AND HEA.RTEMING ACTION COMES AT MOMEMT :1HE IT 

IS MOST NEEDED, IT HAS BEEN BROUGHT ABOUT BY INDEFATIGABLE EFroRTS OF 

RESOLUTION I S SPONSORS , THE LEADERS OF OUR MOVEMENT AND EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

LEADERS LIKE YOURSELF. NOW IT RfflAINS FOR THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF :REPRE-

SENTATI VES TO .ACT ON THE BILL, MUCH WORK REMAINS AHFJ\D OF US. AFTER THIS 

GREAT STRIDE ~RWARD TOWARD VI OTORY \·TE Xl!OW TR.-\. 1' YOU WILL OUT t:d'CH .ALL 

EARLIER ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE WEEKS THAT LIE AHEAD. YOU ·TILL SOON RECEIVE 

ADDITIONAL INFOBMATION AND :RECOMMEND1TIONS JroR OUR NEXT STEPS, REGARDS. 

HARRY SHAPIRO 
AMERIO.AN ZIOlUST E ~RG~NCY COUNCIL 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. • WASHINGTON, 9, D. C. 

FROM: 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Sidney Marke 

All 'ZIJA Regional and District 
Presidents and Secretaries 

DATE: December 13, 1945 

We urgently direct your immediate attention to the attached con­fidential memorandum mailed to the Chairmen of all Local Emergency Com­mittees by Harry L. Shapiro, Executive Director of the American Zionist Emergency Council, with reference to an editorial on Falestine published in the December 10th iesua of Life magazine. 

As indicated in the memorandum, the misleading and false charges made in the Life editorial DnlSt be repudiated in a barrage of protests from all parts of the country. 

Your District, as an integral part of American Zionism, should ·take the initiative in enlisting the cooperation of all friends of our ioovement in your COJDDDlni ty in this direction. We cannot stand by at this tragic period for our people and see the noble ideals and true aims of our cause so violently distorted. 

SM:dh 
encl. 

My kindest peraonal regards. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. C0NFIDE?."T IAL 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date December 10, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

This week's issue of Life (December 10, 1945) carries an editorial on 
Falestine entitled "A Dream" which distorts the Zionist purpose with a 
callous disregard for the truth. 

This damaging editorial mu.st be· dealt with immediately. The editors of 
Life mu.st be made to understand that vast numbers of Americans are out­
raged by the misleading statements and the sly insinuations contained in 
the piece. (You will recall that a similar article in the Reader's Digest 
was the target of a letter campaign last year, and that the publisher was 
forced to carry a second article on Falestine which presented the true 
facts in the situation.) It is imperative that Life be flooded with 
letters of protest which refute the flagrant distortions contained in the 
editorial. 

The comment contained in this meoorandum should be used by you and your 
friends in the preparation of your letters to Life. However, we cannot 
emphasize too strongly that these letters must be in your own words. 

Letters should be sent to 

The Editors 
Life Iegazine 
Time & Life Building 
Rockefeller Center 
New York 20, N. y. 

Please act on this immediately. 

1. The editorial gets off to a bad start by making the following statement; 

''many, perhaps most, of these Jews (Jews left after the Hitler 
massacres in Europe ) do not want to go to Palestine; indeed, 
the Zionists are advertising in Britain and Americe for enough 
immigrants to complete their current quotas." 

The charge that Zionists are advertising in Great Britain and America for 
immigrants to make up a quota cannot be characterized as anything but a 
lie, The only possible grounds for this distortion are some recent appeals 
made by some Zionist leaders for a contingent of American youth to go to 
Palestine. Thie appeal was made, . not because there are not enough immi­
grants to go to Palestine, but because the leaders regard the American 
youth as a valuable element in the upbuilding of Plaestine and would like 
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to see .Americans as well ae others participate in the Jewish renascence. This 
has absolutely nothing to do with the question of displaced Jews in Europe. 

As to the situation in Europe, all reports throughout the period of the war made 
by Jews or non-Jews, Zionists or non-Zionists, prove the very opposite of the 
statement ma.de in Life's editorial, namely, they all emphasize that while some 
of the Jews are ready to go to the United States or any other democratic country, 
most of them prefer to go to Palestine. 

These opinions were confirmed by the thorough-going report to President Truman 
on the plight of the displaced Jews in Eu.rope which was delivered toward the end 
of August, 1945 by Earl G. Harrison, American member of the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Refugees. In this report he declared in the strongest terms tbst 
the Jews in Germany and Austria DD1st be evacuated; that while every effort should 
be made to repatriate those who wish to return to their former countries, and 
that while the doors of the United States and Great Brita.in should be opened to 
a reasonable number, Palestine DD1Bt be regarded as the chief haven. The report 
stated that for a great part of European Jewry, Pa.lee tine wal:l the only "accept­
able, or even decent, solution for their future." He came to this conclusion 
"on a purely humanitarian basis" wit.hout reference to the ideological or poli­
tical aspects of Zionism. In closing hie report he again emphasized the urgency 
of taking immediate action: 

"In conclusion, I wish to repeat that the ma.in solution, in many 
ways the only real solution, of the problem lies in the quick evac­
uation of all non-repatriable Jews in. Germany and Austria, who wish 
it, to Palestine. In order to be effective, this plan must not be 
long delayed. The urgency of the situation should be recognized. 
It is inhuman to ask people to contirme to live for any length of 
time under their present conditions. The evacuation of the Jews 
of Germany and Austria to Palestine will solve the problem of the 
individuals involved and will also remove a problem from the mili­
tary authorities who have had to deal with it. " 

The essence of this view had been corroborated by the testimony of the following 
leading responsible persona who have ma.de statements during the laat half-year: 

Harvey D. Gibson, President of the Manufacturers Trust Company. As repre -
sentative of the Red Crose, he made a survey of displaced persons in 
Germany at the request of General Dwight D. Eisenhower. On October 
26th he made a public statement to the effect that of the displaced 
Jews ho had seen "at least 95 percent" wanted to go to Palestine. 
(New York Times, October 26, 1945). 

Judge Simon Rifkind, advieor to General Eisenhower on Jewish matters. On 
November 2nd, after a visit to a camp for displaced Jews, he said: 
''Without Palestine the problem of displaced persons in Europe is insol­
uble. The preponderance of the desire to emigrate to Palestine is over­
whelming; no one desires to remain in Germany. If Palestine were opened 
at once they would forget all their oufferings and privations." (New 
York Herald Tribune, November 3, 1945). 

Rabbi Leo Baack, Chief Rabbi of Berlin. Rabbi Baack, a non-Zionist, who 
had been interned in the Theresienstadt Camp, declared in London on 
July 5, 1945 that none of the Jews in that camp wanted to return to 
Germany; all wished to go to Palestine. 
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Harry Greenstein, former Deputy Director of the Welfare Division of UNRRA. 
On June 8, 1945 Greenstein declared: ''The Jews of Eu.rope have been 

liberated, but they have no sense of freedom and no aense of security. 
They want to go to Pa.lee tine because 1 t is the one country where they 
can find a new life." 

Many statements on the part of the displaced Jewa themselves could be quoted. 
They explain their desire to go to J?alestine for permanent settlement for the 
following res.aons: Some already ha"Te relatives there who vill make their adjust­
ment easier and more secure. Others are dominated by the idoa of bringing up 
their children in e. friendly atmosphere as eelf-res~ecting persons released from 
the strains, abnormalities and persecutions which they themselves have experienced 
as members of e. minority. Some viah to go to Palestine because there is no other 
placa immediately prepared to receive them and because they doubt whether they 
will live long enough to learn about the choices which might possibly be offered 
to them through new investigations. 

II. The following statement by Life of the Zioniot position constitutes a dis­
tortion of the character and aims of the Zionist movement: 

" ... Tbe Zionists have redoubled their zeal and become more implacably 
nationalistic than ever. Instead of a refuge and a 'homeland' they 
now demand a full-fledged state, with an ax,ny, a foreign policy and 
all the other accoutrements of nationhood." 

Zionists have net chansed their position. It is the British who have violated 
international commitments. Zionists are demanding the fulfillment of the Balfour 
Declaration and of the Mandate entrusted by the League of Nations to Great Britain 
which, in accordance with the terms of the Mandate, vas to '~e responsible for 
placing the country under euoh political, administrative and economic conditions 
as will secure the establishment of the Jewish National Homa. " Leading British 
statesmen during the period of the First World war and the Paris zeace Conference 
unequivocally declared that the ultimate purpose of the Mandate was the establish­
ment of a Jewish Commonwealth or state. A most authoritative statement came from 
Lloyd George who was Prime )finister at the time the Balfour Declaration was 
issued. His declaration was as follows: 

"There has been a good deal of discussion as to the meaning of the 
words 'Jewish National Home' and whether it involved the setting up 
of a Jewish National state in Palestine. I have Already quoted the 
words actually used by Mr. Balfour when he submitted the Declaration 
to the Cabinet for its approval. They were not challenged at the time 
by any member present, and there could be no doubt as to what the 
Cabinet then had in their minds. It was not their idea that a Jewish 
State should be set up immediately by the Peace Treaty without refer­
ence to the wishes of the ma.Jori ty of the inbabi tants. On the other 
hand, it was contemplated that when the time arrived for according repre­
sentative institutions to Palestine, if the Jews had :meanwhile 
responded to the opportunity afforded them by the idea of a National 
Home and had become a definite majority of the inhabitants, then 
Palestine would thus become a Jewish Commonwealth. The notion that 
Jewish 1mm1gration would have to be artificially restricted in order 
to ensure that the Jews should be a permanent minority never entered 
into the heads of any9ne engaged in framing the policy. That would 
have been regarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we 
were appealing. " 
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There is incontrovertible evidence that the American Government, which partici­
pated in the formulation of the Balfour Declaration, also understood it to mean 
the ultimate establishment of a Jewish State. This is indicated in President 
Wilson' e well-known pronouncement, made on March 2, 1919: "I am persuaded that 
the Allied nations, with the fullest concurrence of our Government and our people, 
are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundation of a Jevish ColDil?On­
wealth." Thie statement reflected the view of the body of American experts, known 
as the Commission of Inquiry, at the :Eeace Conference, which two months before, 
in January 1919, made a comprehensive reconm:endation for the settlement of Near 
East problems. Full provision was made for Arab aspirations for independence in 
Syria, Mesopotamia and Arabia. As to Palestine, the recommendation read: 

'That the Jews be invited to return to Palestine and settle there, 
being assured by the Conference of all proper assistance in so doing 
that may be consistent with the protection of the personal (especially 
the religious) and the property rights of the non-Jewish population, 
and being further assured that it ·will be the policy of the League of 
Nations to recognize Palestine as a Jewish state as ooon as it ia a 
Jewish state in fact." 

Zionists are not demanding a whit more than this. They are demanding a reitera­
tion of the right for free entry into Palestine, and full opportunity for coloni­
zation and economic development so that they may re-establish Palestine as a free 
and democratic commonwealth in which all inhabitants of the country without dis­
tinction of race, religion or nationality, will enjoy equal civil and religious 
rights. 

Zionists are bitterly opposed to the 1939 White Paper, not only because it re­
pudiates the idea of the ultimate establishment of a Jewish state, but because 
it prohibits further Jewish immigration, limits the right to purchase land to 
an area comprising only five percent of the total land area of Palestine, and 
surrounds their residence in other parts of Palestine with restrictive discrimina­
tory regulations. It reduces tl",etr statue to that of a permanent minority in 
the country and proposes in the near future to sot up a Palestine State which 
would in effect be an Arab state 1n the light of the fact that, according to the 
White Paper, the Arabs are to remain a majority. 

A great part of the Jewish population in Palestine have kin in D.lrope. Their 
stru.ggle is not merely for an abstract idea of nationalism, but to secure for 
their uprooted brethren the homeland which has been promised to them. The Jews 
of Falestine have been witness to deportations carried out by the British Govern­
ment with unrestrainted cruelty. It should be borne in mind that while hundreds 
of thousands of Jews 1n Europe must emigrate or be doomed, the British Govern­
ment is no longer issuing~ certificates. 

The editorial recommends that a "generous gesture" be made to relieve the tension 
of the ei tuation, and suggests that this "gesture" would be the internationaliza­
tion of Palestine. We submit that this would be an empty gesture. It would 
offer no relief to the Jews in Europe, no immediate help; this ie simply another 
way of postponing action. Obviously it would take a long time to consider the 
suggestion and the probabilities are that it would in the end be rejected. No 
one who is acquainted with the situation believes that Great Britain has any 
intention of altruistically relinquishing control over Palestine, and there is 
no indication that the United states is ready to challenge Britain's control of 
Palestine. 

It would seem that Life expects the Jewish people to be the ''lna.gnanimous" party 
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in the situation. After six million of their number have been annihilated, and 
vith the doors of their internationally guaranteed Homeland closed to their 
pitiful remnants, the Jevs -- according to Life -- are nov to give up their Just 
aspirations in Palestine ... This suggestion is a nev low in cynicism. 

III. The editorial suggests that Palestine be made an international center of 
life. The fact is that under the Mandate it is already an international center 
in a cultural sense. English, Hebrew and Arabic are all official languages, an 
anlimited degree of cultural e.nd religious autonomy ia permitted, and the Christian 
communities in Palestine have every right to organize communities and to conduct 
educational and philanthropic work. The program of the Zionists insures the 
continuance of this liberal attitude toward cultural and religious diversity. 
Zionists are ready to accept international controls which vould guarantee this, 
as vell as complete equality of civil rights. It might be mentioned that the 
Jewish municipality of Tel-Aviv already includes an Arab section where it provides 
schooling in Arabic, with Arabic teachers, on the same basis that it does for 
Jevish districts. 

The editorial, though expanding on the work of the nearby .American University of 
Beirut, fails to mention the splendid achievements of the Hebrev University at 
Jerusalem, which has become an important factor for the development of science 
and culture in the Middle East. It may also be noted that one of the first 
departments in the Hebrew University was its Oriental Department, devoted to 
Arab and Islamic Culture, and the Hebrew university Library has one of the largest 
collections of Isla.mica and Arabica in the world. Besides offering courses to 
the students in various aspects of Arabic life and literature, it also has done 
considerable extension vork in spreading knowledge of Arabic and Arab life among 
the people at large. 

IV. In indicating the benefits of its proposal to internationalize Palestine, 
the editorial says: !!The Arabs will resent this new intrusion; but they would 
no longer fear Jewish dominance and their dismal standard of life would be 
raised." 

Thie way of stating the matter insinuates that the "dismal standard of life" of 
the Arab peasant in Palestine is somehow due to the presence of the Jews. The 
opposite is the case. All reports indicate beyond any shadow of doubt that the 
standard of life of the Arab masses in Palestine is far higher than it is in 
neighboring Arab countries, and that, furthermore, improvement of the Arab 
standard of life in Palestine is due mainly to the Jewish development there. 

Moreover, the sentence repeats the oft-quoted allegation that the main reason 
for Arab opposition to Zionism is fear of Jewish predominance. But the present 
political leaders of the Arabs have consistently stated that they are opposed to 
any further Jewish immigration on any ground whatsoever. The Arab leaders have 
taken the position that "Palestine is an Arab country and must remain so. " They 
have declared that they are the "owners" of Palestine and that this alleged 
"ownership" gives them the absolute right to rule· In 1923, when the British 
offered an Arab Agency analogous to the Jewish Agency, the Arab representatives 
curtly refused, asserting: ''The Arab owners of the country cannot see their 
way to accept a proposal which tends to place them on an equal footing with the 
alien Jews." In 1936, in testimony before the Beyal Commission, Auni Bey again 
stated that: ''We do not accept the formula laid down by the Jews that there 
should be no domination by Jews over Arabs or by Arabs over Jews." It was his 
position that the Arabs had the right to dominate Palestine and could make no 
concessions. 
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In sum, the editorial in Life is, like the appointment of the Anglo-American Inquiry Commission, another we::, of delaying any real solution of the problem. It offers no immediate, concrete help for the displaced Jews of Europe and makes a proposal which is bound to be opposed by the British and the Arabs even more strongly than by the Jews. It is hardly likely that it will receive any support on the part of Americana. It is not only "a dream''; it is a will-of-the-w1ep fantasy. It cannot possibly do any good; but it obviously can do mch harm in delaying a practical solution. 

HLS:MLD 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist Emergency Council Date December 14, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed for your information is copy of telegram sent December 13 to 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

HLS:SS 
Enc. 

• 



COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO 

CHAIBMAN OF LOCAL DtERGENCY COMMITTEES 

DECEMBER 13, 19e5 

TArr-WAGNER RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE, HAVING PASSED SENATE FOREIGN BELATIONS 

COMMITTEE t NOW nm·TN AS CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER FORTY-FOUR, WILL 

PROBABLY BE BROUGHT TO SENATE FLOOR THIS ONDAY. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF 

YOU COULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN HAVING NUMBER OF WIRES SE11T TO YOUR SENATORS 

URGING THEIR SUPPORT OF RESOLillION. REGARDS. 

HARRY SHAPIRO 



AFFILIATES: 

HADASSAH 

MIZRACHI 

POALE ZION 

VERBAND 

PIONEER WOMEN 

(!/,eue/,a,,J, JUJ.Hut c~ eo,u,,c;J, 
DIVISION OF 

-1/fflR/tican Jk>nia t~ e~ 
540 GUARDIAN BUILDING 

December 17, 1945 

CLEVELAND ZIONIST SOCIETY 

CLEVELAND ZIONIST DISTRICT 

HEIGHTS TEMPLE 
ZIONIST DISTRICT 

ZIONIST YOUTH COUNCIL 

TO THE PRISIDEl{TS: 

The Cleveland Zionist lmergency Council is calling Cleveland Jewry to 
a mass meeting on Sund~ evening, December 23, 8:00 p.m., at the Public 
Music Hall, last 6th and St. Clair Avenue. 

We are called upon at this time to show our solidarity with Palestine 
Jewry's fight for freedom. 

We are called upon to voice our indignation at the abandonment of 
moral principle by the :British Government. 

We a.re called upon to support our own Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
which ie sponsoring the Paleatine Resolution in Congress. (It passed in 
Connittee on Deeeober 12, by a vote o! 17 to l.} 

Ohairman of the evening will be Henry Miller l3usch, Chaiman of the 
.Ar.terican Palestine Coomittee, Cleveland Division. Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver, who has just returned from Palestine, will be the principal 
speaker. Lead.erJ in the State and local comnunity will also address 
the meeting. 

As Preaident of your organization we are counting on you to inform each 
of your ~embers and urge their attendance. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ct=VELAND ZIONIST JMIBGENCY COUNCIL 

J~ 5(),,#Q~IU'(_ 
Saul Danaceau, Chaimen 

No .Ad.nission Charge 
No Solicitation of Fu.nde 

SUNDAY EV3UING. D:iOODmER 2.3. 1945, 8:00 P,M,, MUSIC HJ.LL 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADI~ON AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 

COPY CF TILE~RAM SENT TO 

CHA.IBMEN OF LOOAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES 

DECfflBER 18. 1945 

~LLOWING PASSAGE OF PALESTINE RESOLUTION :BY SENATE LAST NIGHT, WITH ONLY ONE 

DISSENTING VOTE I C01mALLY OF TEXAS, HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS C01.flUTTEE THIS ~ORNING 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOP?ED RESOLUTION. SUGGEST ~mER OF WIRES BE SENT YOUR CONGRESSM.tUT 

OR CONGBESSMEN URGING TEER SUl'PORT RESOLUTION AND DOING THEIR UEiOST TO :BRING 

ABOUT ITS Q,UICK CONSIDERI\TI0?1 ON FLOOR OF HOUSE. STCl'. .ALSO HAVE NUMBER OF 

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION GO FORWARD IM:iEDIATELY TO YOUR SENATORS THAMKING THEM 

!'OR mrn ACTION. REGARDS. 

HARRY SH.APIRO 
.AJmRIC.AN ZIONIST EMERGffiCY COUNCIL 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date December 20, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Both Houses of the Congress of the United States have adopted the Palestine 
Resolution by oveli\'helming votes. 

This historic action climaxes more than two years of intensive, often heart­
breaking, effort by all of us. That our campaign has been crowned with 
success is due in large measure to the magnificent program of activities 
carried forward by the local Emergency Committees over th€ past few years. 
It is, therefore, fitting that, on behalf of the )..merican Zionist Emergency 

· council, I congratulate you and your committee for a job well done. With­
out your cooperation the Palestine Resolution could not have been adopted. 

The Resolution, sponsored in the Senate by Senator Robert F. Wagner (D., 
N.Y.), Senator Robert A. Taft (R.,Ohio) and Senator David I. Walsh (D., 
Mass.), and in the House of Representatives by Representative Daniel J. 
Flood (D.,Pa.) and Representative Heman P. Eberharter (D.,Pa.), reads as 
follows: 

WHEREAS the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on 
June 30, 1922, unanimously resolved "That the United States 
of America favors the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that 
nothing shall Qe done which may prejudice the civil and re­
ligious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish communi­
ties in Palestine, and that the holy places and religious 
buildihgs and sites in Palestine shall be adequately protected;" 
and 

WHEREAS the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe 
has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a 

haven for the large numbers who have become homeless as a result 
of this persecution; and 

WHEREAS these urgent necessities are evidenced by the President's 
request for the immediate right of entry into Palestine of one 
hundred thousand additional Jewish refugees; and 

WHEBEAS the influx of Jewish immigrationinto Palestine is result­
ing in its improvement in ·agricultural, financial, hygienic, and 
general economic conditions; and 

WHEREAS the President and the British Prime Minister have agreed 
upon the appointment of a "Joint Anglo-American Committee of 
Enqui ry 11 to examine conditions in Palestine as they bear upon 
the problem of Jewish immigration and the Jewish situation in 
Europe and have requested a report within one hundred and twenty 
days: THEREFORE BE IT 



.. 

- 2 -

RESOLVED by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), 
That the interest shown by the President in the solution of this 
problem is hereby commended and that the United States shall use 
ita good offices with the mandatory power to the end that Palestine 
shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country to tho 
maximum of its agricultural and economic potentialities, and that 
there shall be full opportunity for colonization and development, 
so that they may freely proceed with the upbuilding of Pales tine 
as the Jewish national home and, in association with all elements 

I 

of the population, establish Palestine as a democratic commonwealth 
in which all men, regardless of race or creed, shall have eqll,&1 rights. 

We have thus reached a milestone in American Zionist political work. But let 
it not be supposed that our task is over, or that we can relax our efforts even 
for a moment. ~uite the contrary, we must now mobilize all our strength to 
make the Executive Branch of our Government understand that it is the will of 
of the Ameri•an people that it pursue a Palestine policy in accord with the 
Resolution just adopted by Congress. We must demand that the State Department 
implement the clear line of policy laid down by Congress. In this work, too, 
we will need your cooperation, and we are confident that you will not fail us 
in the days ahead. 

The passage of the Palestine Resolution is significant from many points of view. 
We need not review here the details of our struggle of the past few years -
you know about the obstacles which were placed in our w~ at every turn. But 
what is overwhelmingly significant is the fact that the Congress of the United 
States inisted on going forward with the Resolution despite the open and vigorous 
objections of the Executive. We had presented our case. That case was irrefut­
able. And all maneuvers aimed at forestalling action through the use of del~ing 
taetios failed dismally. 

As you undoubtedly know, a last minute effort to .defeat the Resolution was made 
by the enemy from within, Lessing J. Rosenwald, president of the American 
Council for Judaism, insisted on testifying against the measure in the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. Mr. Rosenwald made his poisonous presentation before 
the Committee on Monday, December 17, and, in the opinion of observers, reached 
a new low in misrepresenting our position and in miserable self-abasement. 
Fortunately, the Zionist case, delivered by Emanuel Neumann, was presented most 
effectively in an executive session of the Committee hold on Tuesday morning, 
December 18. Immediately following Mr. Neumann's testimony, the Committee 
deliberated for a short while and then decided unanimously to report favorably 
on the Resolution. Mr. Rosenwald and his group were thus given the stron~eet 
possible rebuke by one of the highest deliberative bodies of the American 
Congress. 

The Palestine Resolution will undboutedly loom large in all future undertakings 
of our Government with regard to Palestine. The significance of this Resolution 
will certainly not be lost on the members of the Joint Anglo-American Committee 
of Inquiry on Palestine, the American members of which now have the benefit of 
a olear statement of American policy. The British membera of the Committee, 
whose Government's policy in opposition to Jewish rights in Palestine was made 
unmistakably evident by Foreign Secretary Bevin, must now discuss the question 
with United States spokesmen who are aware that this nation, speaking through 
Congress, gives unqualified support to Jewish aspirations in Falestine. 

The deep understanding of our problem and the determination to act shown by 
Congress on this issue are most heartening. I am sure that you will lose no 
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time in letting your Congressmen and Senators know how deeply gratified you and 

the other members of your community are over their action. It is importGnt, too, 

that the sponsors of the Resolution, listed above, receive congratulatory messageG 

from the countr.r at large. Needless to say, this suggestion does not apply to 

those who openly opposed the bill - Senators Tom Connally (D. ,Texas), und Thomas 

Hart (R. ,Conn.): Representatives James W. Wadsworth (R., . Y.), Victor Wickersham 

(D.,Okla.) and A. L. Miller (R., Nobr.). 

Let us now move forward to the next task. With united ranks, with det cnnination 

to fight relentlessly until the d.ay of final, complete victory, and with this new 

important political weapon - the Palestine Resolution - to strengthen us, let us 

go forward together toward our common goal - the Jewish State. 

HLS:MLD 



COPY OF TELEGRAM SEN'!' TO CHAIRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES 

MAY 9, 1946 

NEW SITUATION FOLLOWING REPORT ANGLO AME.RICAN COMMIT'ID NECESSITATES CONVENING 

NATIONAL MEETING LOCAL EMERGENCY cotmCIL CHAIBMEN. IMPERATIVE WE REVIEtT 

ACTIVITIES TO D.AT:E AND TAD COUNSEL TOGETHER ON Mu.RE l>ROGRAM. IMPOSSIBILITY 

OF SECURING HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS LIMITS US TO FULL ~y CONFERENCE :SEGINMING 

TEN A.M. THURSDAY MAY TWENTY-THIRD AT STATLER HOTEL WASHINGTON. URGENTLY 

BEQ,UEST· THAT YOU OR BEPBESENTATIVE OF YOUR COMMUNITY ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT 

SESSION. PRIOR TO COMING TO WASHINGTON IT WOULD :BE HEIJ>FUL IF YOU SECURED 

APPOINTMENTS \'IITH YOUR OONGF.ESSMAN AND SENATOllS. ADVISE US QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 

WHETHER YOU WILL :BE PRESllIT. PLEASE ACT ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER: BECAUSE 

OF :BRITISH TACTICS DESIGNED TO DELAY INDEFINITELY MOVING OF HUNDRED THOUSAND 

TO PALESTINE IT IS MOST URGEliT YOU HAVE NUMBER OF TELEGIL'J-!S AND LETTERS SENT 

TO THE PRESIDENT URGING HIM USE POWERS OF HIS OFFICE TO INSUBE THERE IS NO 

DELAY IN CARRnNG OUT HIS ORIGINAL PRAISEWORrHY SUGGESTION OF TRANSFER OF 

HUNDRED THOUSAND, AS UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED l3Y THE COMMITTEE, I?-K8!DIATELY, 

PLEb.SE ADVISE US ON ST:EPS YOU TAKE IN THIS BEGABD. 

Al3BA HILLEL SILVER STEPBEU s. WISE 
342 MADISON AVENUE 

BLS:MH 

I 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Ma.y 23• 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The national conference of local emergency committee ehainnen, held in 
Washington yesterday, arrived at far-reaching decisions, ~hieh will determine 
the nature of our work for the coming critical weeks. As Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver pointed out at the conference. the next month will be one of the 
most crucial ever faced by our people -- for the future of 100,000 dis­
placed European Jews will be decided by what takes place within that 
period. 

The British Government and our own State Depa.rtmont aro omplo71llg delaying 
tactics to frustrate President Trumru:1s request that these 100,000 Jows 
be admitted to Palestine immodiatoly. Tho t chnique of further nconsult­
ations" 1s being usod, not only b7 the BritishJ but also by tho State 
Department, despite the fact that Prosident Truman's statement of 
April 30, 1946 mado it clear that . tho Anglo-American Committoo of Inquiry's 
recommendation with regard to 100.000 Jows was not a subject for further 
study~ but should be acted upon at once. 

Tho difficult task facing us now can be simply statodt wo must foreo 
the State Department to follow tho lino of policy laid down by tho 
President -- and not by pa.Jing lip service to the President's sta.temont; 
we must also move President Truman to direct all Dopartmonts of tho 
United States Government to implemont tho aotion he roquostod. 

The attached press reloase on yostorday's meeting includes tho declaration 
issued b7 the conference, which should govorn our activities of the next 
four or five weeks. Please read that declaration carefully and see to it 
that the members of 7our oommittoo are informed oi its eontonts. 

To carry out the line of action indicatod abovo and b; the conference's 
declaration, all of us must now join in an unprecedentod program of mass 
activity. It cannot be omphasized too strongly thut tho nctivitios 
launched by tho Amaricon Zionist IDmergoncz Council during tho coming wooka 
must be quplicateg in the local Jewiah communities of Amoriea • 

• 
Following are a number of suggestions for a program of action which we urge 
your committoe to ini~iato immodiatel71 

1~ On J'une 12th~ there will be a me.ss demonstration at Madison Square 
Garden, New York Cit7, to demand that tho 100,000 displaced Jews be moved 
to Palestine immediately. We urge you to organizo similar rallies in 
your own community during the weok of Juno 10th, or as close to that period 
as possible. You will understand, of course, thnt this office is in no 
position to supply evecy eomnunit1 with speakers. Howevor, we will assist 
you in evorJ way possible. We rocommond that your spokosmen at thoso 
meetings bo prominont local Christian and Jowish leadors. 
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2. A stead1 stream of lettors and telegrams must pour in on the 
President and the Department of Stato. Ploase mobilizo your entire 
communit1 for this effort. 

Letters to tho Presidont shouid urge that ho stand firm on his 
call for the immediate transfer of 100,000 Jows to Palestine, and insist 
that his policy be carriod out by the State Department. Tho Presidont 
should also be told that tho Noar East Division of the State Department 
is following a line of aetion·which nullifies his humanitarian stand. 
It should be pointed out that, on tho basis of past porformaneo, we have 
every reason to fear that tho Near East Division -- particularly its head, 
Loy Hendorson -- is sabotaging the President's roquost. 

Letters to Soerotary of Sto.to Byrnes should also ineludo this 
latter point. 'l'ho Secretary of Stato should bo askod to insist that his 
Dope.rtmont c .rry out tho Prosidont•s policy at oneo. It should bo stressed 
that further procrastination cannot bo tolerated, that tho situation of 
the Jows in tho DP eo.mps 1s such that o.dditiona.l. dolay may produce a 
catastrophe. 

3. Local leo.dors of both the Democratic and Ropubliean Parties should 
be urged to bring this pressing problem to tho attention of their Stato 
and National Chairmon, and to request the latter to take action in tho 
present situation in conformity with the pledges ma.do by both political 
parties at their last nationa.l conventions. 

4. Every effort must be made to obtain tho cooperation of your loenl 
newspapers and radio stations during the coming weoks, so that the citizens 
of your city may be made aware of all tho facts. By receiving complete 
information they will bo prepared to join in the domand that Jous who 
still languish in concentration eamps be givon tho imnediate opportunity 
to rebuild their lives in Pnlestin0. 

6. Both Christian cinisters and rabbis should be urged to preach on 
this subject repeatedly. 

6. You will shortly receivo · from us copy for an advertisement. As 
soon as you roceive this material, ploase to.ko stops to obtain tho 
signatures of loading Christians of 7our community e.nd then insert the 
text, together in.th tho signatures, in 7our local nowspo.por as a paid 
advertisement. 

7. Pleaso try to secure as many resolutions as possible on this 
subject. All tn>es of organizations should be approached -- labor groups, 
church organizations, service clubs, otc. All should be asked to send 
copies of their resolutions to the Prosidont and to tho Stato Dopartmont. 

- ------
We urge you to koep us fully informed of all steps taken in your comounity 
to carry out the above program. 

- .. .. - - - .. 

At yesterday's meeting in Washington, thero were a nucber of calls for 
comment on Prime' inistor Attlee's roquost for Amoriean militar7 a.id a.s 



a pre-requisite to tho'fulfillmont of the Joint Comnittoe•s rocomendntion 
with regard to the 100,000 displneed Jews. Mo.ny of those present in 
Washington pointed out that members of Congress nnd othors had boon seek­
ing informntion on this cntter. ~e are• therefore, attaching n brief 
analysis of Prime Minister Attlee's statecant, which ~e trust 7ou uill 
find helpful in suppl7ing colders of p~blic opinion 11th inforontion. 

- - - - - -
Please romonbor that the very livos of thouso.nds of Jeus dopend on our 
willingness to work tirelessly during tho cocing weeks along tho lines 
indicated above. The task before us is onomous and tho obstaelos 
nucerous, but lot it not ba snid thnt thoro were things ~o eight hnvo 
done that wo did not do. 

Regards. 

HLS1HK 



PR{SS RELEASE from 
•AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Orga,,isatio,rs: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Z ion 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE R:E!,EA$E 

NATIONAL CONFEBENOE OF ZIONIST LEADERS DECLARES THAT STATE DEPART ~IENT, 

WHILE ACCEPTING PRESIDENT TRUMA.N 1S POSITION ON IMMEDIATE 

AIMISSION OF 100,000 JEWS TO PALESTINE, OONTI1iuES TO 

DELAY ACTION THROUGH "CONSULTATION" PROCEDURE 

- - - ...... 

Washington, D.C. - A national emergency eonf_erence of Zionist leaders, 

called by the American Zionist Emergency Council, todey (Thu.rsdey, Mo.y 23, 1948) 

declared that whilo the statement on ~alostine issued yosterday by the Stato Do­

partment made it cloar that President Truman's position favoring the irmnodiato 

a~mission of 100,000 Jews to Palestino "is now the fixed policy of our Govorn­

nent," the State Department is "nevertheless continuing in pro.ctieo a procedure 

of •consultations• which may delay indefinitely" the attainment of that objootivoo 

Participants in tho conference,which was hold at the Hotol Statler, rc­

prcsonted approximately 400 communities throughrut tho United States. Thoy ro­

viowod recent devolopmonts with regard to ~alostine and heard roports on tho 

current situation by Dr. Abba Hillol Silvor, joint cho.irman of tho A.~orican Zion­

ist Emergency OCll.ncil and prosidont of the Zionist Organization of America, ond 

Emanuol Neumann, vico-prosidont of tho Zionist Orgmizntion of Anorica. 

Dr. Silver strossed tho noed of mobilizing Americm pub11o opinion in 

support of the demand tlnt 100,000 Jews bo transfcrrod to Polostino imnodiatol.y. 

:&:lphasizing that tho eoraing wooks will bo crucial, ho called for a.n unprecedented 

domonstra.tion of public 1ndignaticn against tho dolo.ying tactics of Great :Sri tD.1.n 

(more) 



,, and tho State Dopartment, 

'Jhe con:feranco also adopted a rosolutioa stating that Zionists "cannot and 

will net accept those long-range recornmendati~ns of the Angl0wAmerican Conaittoe 

of Inquiry which deny Jowish historic rights to Palestine," and pledging ccasoloss 

effort •until the Jewish State of Palostlne takes its plaec anong the dcooeratie 

and progrossivo nations of the world." 

The deelaratien issued by the conferenco followsa 

The Zionists of Ar:lerlca, representing the ovcrwholning sont1~onts of 
American Jewry, are 01 traged by the announccce11ts tho.t the ir:lilcdiate 
adnission of 100,000 honeless European Jows into Palestine, reconnended 
unanimously by the .Anglo--A.':lerlcan Conni t tee of Inquiry and requested by_ 
the President of the United States, is to be dola.yod while anothor tino.­
eons'ULling sorias of consultations is launched by tho :British Govcrn.r:1cnt 
and our own Deparment of State. 

In the meantine, these 100 1000 harassed nen, wonen and children -- a 
fraction of the European Jews who ~ust enigrato to PoJ.estine or bo doon­
ed - are consigned to further n1sory end oontal torturo. 

As recently a.s April &, , 1948, upon ca.king public the report of tho 
Anglo--American Conni ttee of Inquiry, President Trunan declareds 

"I am ver;y happy that the reque-st which I nade for tho adcission of 
100,000 Jews into Poleetine has been unaninoualy endorsed by the Anglc­
Ameriean Comr.li ttee of Inquiry. The transference of these unfortunate 
people should now be accomplished with the greatest dispatch." The 
President went on to draw a. elcar distinction botwoon tho Coooittoo•s 
recor.irlendations for action upon the imodiato objectives ot tho re­
port, which ho heartily approvod, and tho roconnendati ons eoncorn-
ing long-rsnge poll ti cal policies, a.beut which he said that thoy "re­
quire careful stu~" and will be taken "undor advisooent." 

In view of this forthright declamtion of Anoriean policy, we a.ro 
eonfusod by the stntononts issued by tho Depa.rtaent of Stnto, which 
seeoed to indicate a sho.zp divergence fron the Presidcnt 1s position. 
The State Depo.rtnent sceood to have adopted the dolo.ymg tactics of 
Eritish Prime Minister Attleo with regard to the Anglo-Anerican Cor..­
mittee of Inquicy1s recotll:iendation coneaming 100,000 displaced Jows. 

We were accordingly pleased by that part of the stat~~ont issued 
7este~, Mey 22, 1946, by the Departnent of Stnte, which nadc it 
clear that the President ts stataaent is "controlling up~n all tho De­
partments of Govomnent," and thereforo the President's position on 
the iccodio.te tranef~ of 1001000 Jews to Palestine is now the fixed 
policy of our Governnent. 

However, whilo accepting this position, the Dopartnont of Sta.to 1s 
novertheless continuing in practice o. procedure of •consultations," 
which may dolfll' indofinitel.7 the nttnin.r:ient t,f the imediato objoet­
ive to which our GeTernnent is al.re~ fully cor.l?littcde 

(tioro) 



.. Four nonths of exploration and investigntion by tho Anglo-Anericcm 
Comitteo of Inquiry produoed the identical reconnondati on for in­
nediate action nade by President Trunan long bofore the Cor.Ir1ittoe wo.s 
established~- that 100,000 Jews be ndnittod to Palestine at once. 

!ut instead of noving forward with evon this linitod action, which 
was unaninous]y approved by its own representatives on the Joint Con­
nittee, the British Govcrnnent is placing now obstacles in tho woy of 
i□plenentati on. Priae Ministor Attlee inposes "conditions" whieh h9 
knows beforehand wore discussed and rojoctod by tho Connitteo of In­
quiry. He attaches those "conditions" thrugh the :British Joreign 
Sec rotary had hiosolf assured the 0cnr.11 t too that all unanioous ro­
conoendati ons would bo ectod upon innodiatol.y• 

It was cloar fron tho beginning that Great 13ri tai n• s not! vos in 
launching the 0onnitteo of Inquiry le.eked sincorl t;y -- that the Ceo• 
nittee itself was noant to boa dortoo to delcy action. l3ut whon our 
Dep~toent of State beeones an acconplice in Britain ts :procrnstination1 
it bocones our soler.in obligation to bring those fa.ets to the nttontion 
of the Acerican public. 

l3ecause we aro convinced that the request of tho :British Govornnent 
o.nd the Depo,rtnent of Stnto for cor.nont by Araos o.nd Jews on tho Con-
_ itteo of Inq_ui:ey- 1s report, is noroly anothor tochniquo of ova.sion, wo 
stl.{?gest to tho Anorican Zionist l!bergcney Council nnd tho Je,.,1.sh Agonef 
for Palestine the advisnbili ty of refusing to becone involvod in pro­
eedures which will epoll further unconscionablo delay in carrying out 
the □ost urgent rocomendntion to rescuo 100,000.Jews, The Zionist 
novenent cannot be involved in aeti vi ty which con cnly increase the 
agony of the helpless Jewish au:-vi vors in Europe. 

We respectfully cal. 1 upon the President to stand fi m on the posi­
tion which he took in his etatenent of April 30, 1946, nnd to direct 
the Departnents of our Governnont to novo with the tt groat est dispatch" 
in the ioplonentati on of what is now the o.cceptod policy- t!)f the United 
States. 

-30-
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PRIMID UINISTER ATrLEE'S DEµAND FOR 

AijmRIQAN RiSPONSIBILITY IN PAI@STINE 

A Brief Analzsis 

Great Britain's initial reaction to the Report of the Anglo-Ameriean Committee o! Inquiry on Palestine, as stated by Prime ?linister Attlee, took the form of a demand addressed to the United States.that this countey share responsibility for the implementation of.the Report, eSJ)eeiallJ its pro­vision for the immediate issuance of 100,000 immigration certificates to 
the Jewish DP 1s in Europe. 

If the intention of the British Cabinet was to eonfuso the issues and to sabotage the deliverance of the long-suffering Jewish survivors in 
Europe, no bettor devico could have beon found. For America's roluetanco to become involved in commitments and responsibilities in foreign lands 
is well known. However, one is entitlod to ask, what basis -- moral, political, legal, or o.ny othor -- is thore for this demand of Britain on the United Stntos. Is this a sincoro suggestion on the po.rt at Britain? Does Britain really neod Americnn co-rosponsibilitr in Pal0stine, and if so, in.what spheres o.nd to what oxtontT Or is this a d0vico, pure o.nd 
simple, to proclude tho mater:i.o.lizatiou of tho posi tivo rocommonde.tiow, 
of the Anglo-Amorieo.n Committoo of Inquirr? 

Following is e. brief o.nal1sis of tho questions involvodt 

1. If all Brito.in wa.nts is that Americo. should sho.ro in the moro.1 
and politicoJ. rosponsibilitios in Po.lestine, she obviousl1 dem'lllds so~e­thing that hns already beon granted. Whon President T1iima.n took tho 
initiative in a.eking l>rimo Uinister Attleo to admit lOOrOOO Jews into 
Palestine immodiatoly, he, as our Chiof Exocutivo, aecoptod moral o.nd 
political co-responsibility on behalf of tho United States. When 
President Truman agreed to Amorice.1s participation in tho Joint Committeo of Inquiry, ho endorsed United Ste.toe aeeopte.nce of moral and political 
co-responsibilitr, Whan President Truman,'in his sto.tomont o.ccompo.x:iying the Report of tho.Anglo-Amoriea.n Committeo, hailed tho rocommondation 
rogarding tho 1001000 cortificatos, he reaffirmed America's acceptance 
of moral am political responsibilit7 • . 

It· is well known, moreover• that in all his above statements and 
actions, President Truman went onl7 a small part of the wa7 which the 
American people is willing to go in support of Jewish rights and aspirations with regard to Palestine. American public opinion has expressed itself 
through the concurrent Palestine Resolution which was passed almost 
una.nimousl1 by both Houses of Congress •. Thore is,therefore,not the 
slightest doubt that both the Legislative and Executive branches of the United States Government committed themselves to a full share of moral 
and political ~esponsib111t7 in Palostine. 

2. It Prime Minister Attlee meant fina.neio.l. help 8.lld responsibilit7, there is little doubt that the United States -- which contributed so gener­
ousl.7 to the war effort, which dispensed and is still dispensing lend-
lease in great abundance, which opened its purso wide for all the inter-
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national financial and relief organizations, supported UNRRA• sont and is still sending its food to tho starving world -- r,ould not ·withhold material help for the salvation of . tho unfortunate romnc..nts of European Jewry. In fact, American gonera.ls, spoaking for tho Amoriean 1ilitary Government in Europe, stated before the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry that tho Army was ready to oxtond nll help possible for tho speedy tro.nsportation of tho Jouish DP 1s to Pnlost1no. It mny bo.statod with all certainty that if further finoncial help uould bo neodod, America would n~t be found _wanting. 

3. One is, thereforo, driven to tho conclusion tho.t ,~hat Britain is asking for is that America should accept a sharo in tho military responsibilitios. In this connection, it is only fair to point out that Palestine is still govarnod by Britain undor a. Mandate of the League of Nations, and that Britain is the sole Mandatory in charge of Palestine. America has no legal standing in Palestine as a partner of Britain in administering the Mandato. It should bJ apparent that any dispatch of American military foreos to Palestine would provoke great resontment on the part of other great Po~ers -- spoeificallr Russia -- ospecially in tho light of the rooont controversy in the Unitod Nntions Security Council over tho question of Russia's military foreos in Iro.n. · 

4. As long as the British ho.vo full control of Po.lostino, in thoir capacity ns solo Mandatory, they should bear tho solo responsibility for maintaining poaee, What they o.r0 t27ing to got from us is our agreement to share responsibility without shoring the authority, uhieh is, of course, on indefensiblo roquoste 

6. The position might differ should tho British evor consent to a joint trusteeship or a direct United Nations trusteeship ovor Palostino. If so, tho responsibility for maintaining pea.co nould be she.rod by all those Powers or international agencies uhieh uould have authority over tho country. 

Houevor, it is only right to point out tho.t thu far Britain ho.s shown no inclination whntsoover to share its hold over Palestine '11th any other Power, Amorioa included.· Indeod, at the liquidation session of the Loague of Nations in Geneva, in April of this yoo.r, Britain pro­claimed its ~illingnoss to hand over to tho Uuitod Nations hor Uandatos in Africa (Tanganyika, tho Co.maroons a.nd Togoland) but not tho Palestine Mandate. Furthermore, in rocent weeks Britain has ombnrked on an en­largod progrom of building military installations in Palostino at the cost of many millions of dollars~ Britain's garrison in Palestine is being constantly strengthened. Judglng by o.11 indico.tions, Po.lostino is being transform~d into the main milito.r7 and noval base of Groat Britain in the Eo.storn dodi torranoo.n. Tho forthcoming \71 thdrnt10.l of Britain's foreos fl'om Egypt, '1hich will bo di~tatod by tho nou British­Egyptian treaty nou under uegotio.tion, should be borno in mind in this connection. 

s. The insincerit7 of Britain's demand that America share military rosponsibili tics in Pc.lestino is o.mply illustra.ted by tho follo ..ting further considera.tionsa If Britain is perturbod ovor the possibility of large-scale Arab unrost in Palestine, it is up to her to roduco tho likeli­hood of such unrest by ceasing to favor the resumption of political 
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activities and the immunity from pc.st acts of tronson of such figures a.s 
Jo.mo.l el Husseini and the former .fufti of Jerusalem. As long as Bri tr.in 
encourages the activities of these elements, it cunnot ronsonably ask 
Arleriea to assist trl.litarily in tho suppression of an unrost uhich 
Britain's otm policy is helping to oncouraga. 

7. As far as hostile ' action of Arabs in Pnlostino and in tho surround­
ing countries is concerned, an analysis of their military impotence and 
lack of logistic opportunities would prove beyond doubt that no serious 
threat of this kind exists. Furthermore, the British would have at their 
disposal over 100,000 British troops now in Palestine and a few hundred 
thousand more in the Middle East. If it were really a question of moat-
ing the violence of Arab terrorists dirocted against a just policy, the 
British could surely count on the abilitr of the Jews of Palestino to 
handle the situation. 

In view of the fact that the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry obtainer 
e.mplo evidonce that American military force would !lQi be required to imple­
ment a policy favorable to tho Jewish peoplo, and that the Jowish community 
of Polestino is quite capablo of protecting itsolf ngainst ortromoly doubt­
ful Arab attacks -- it is eloa.r that, in asking for Amoricnn military 
assistance, Prime Minister Attloo moo.ns only to involve this country into 
backing Britain's Middle-Eastern policy. 

a. While wo are dealing with 1r. Attlee's statomont, wo may uso this 
opportunity to a.na.lyzo tho second "condition" put forward by tho Primo 
Minister, ne.mely the disarmament of the Jewish "1llogo.l armios" in 
Palostine. Was this a sincere demund, or o.nothar doviee to prevent action 
on the immediate rocommendations of . tho Anglo-Atnorican Comr.iittoe7 

Let us omphnsizo, first of all, that tho An~lo-Amoriean Comcittoe 
considered and rejected this "condition". It is Ur. Attloo's, all his own. 
Soeond, Mr. Attlee himself cannot possibly boliovo that Po.iostina Jewry 
would agree to givo up tho "Ho.go.nah" (Je\7ish Solf-Dofonso), thich roprosonts 
the only means of prot0ction it ha.s. No one kno1s bettor thc..n tho British 
that tho Jows had to build Pnlostino, not . only uithout adequate protection 
on the part of the British administration, but ~gainst its consto.nt 
hindore.nce and opposition, at tho same tioo facing riots and attacks by 
Arab cliques. Ur. Attloe cannot, therefore, oxpect P~l Jstine Joury to 
give up tho Hugo.nab und be loft a.t the oercy of a hostil.o ndninistrnt.:.on 
o.nci' backward Arab chioftains. Thn t is ,hy he mo.de tho iooigration of tho 
100,000 Jews conditional on that impossible "pro-requisite"• 

It should bo recalled to Mr. Attlee o.nd his colioaguos that, at o 
diro coment in the history of England and tho Empiro, it r,o.s tho Haga1!llh 
to nhich they turned for help and cooperation. ~o rofor to tho very close 
eollaborntion between tho British High CoMo.nd in tho Middle East and 
the Haganah headqu('rters in Pa.lestine in the days of il Alaooin. Thoro 
is no reason on earth why'the Ho.gaMh, reprosonting as it does the best 
spirit of Pnlestine Jewry, should be trusted o.ny less today than at tho 
ti~& ot Rocoolwe eueeosses in North Africa. Thnt is, if Britain uere 
plonning a just a.nd progressive solution for tho Palestine and Middle 
Eastern probleos. . ... 
Mo.7 24, 1946 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date June 3, 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Our fight against the State De:partment 1! delaying tactics ,-rith regard to 
the recommendation that lCO ,000 Je,1s be admitted into Pnl.vJ tine immediately 
is now wider wey. lle are confident that 1;,re can depend ur,on you to curr-.r 
out the suggestions contained in this memorandum, and subsequent coll'lllunica­
tions, quickly and effectively. 

As you have already been infonned, the Office of Near Eastemand African 
Affairs of our State Department -- whose experts Gupply the leaders of our 
Government with "information" about the Palestine situation -- fel l ous the 
British line closely, and is currently attempting to deloy action on the 
matter of the 100,0CO displaced Jews by er!'!ploying the technique of fui·ther 
"consultations. 11 

If we join in a really vigorous effort, we mey be able to brln~ about 
drastic changes in the Near Eastern Office. In any case we must make it 
clear to the President that implementation of the action he culled for is 
being blocked by men in his own State Department -- and we must also indi­
cate tho.t the State Depa.rtmen t' s maneuvers a:i.'e lmown and widerstood by 
large numbers of Americans. 

Will you, therefore, lose ~o time in having postcards addressed to the 
President printed, distributed, and signed b~ citizens of your community, 
both Jews and non-Jews. Try to have as many of the"'e postcards as possible 
sent to the White House quickly. !Lse the attac~ eopz as the text of the 
~sage to the President which 14!1 appe,B:r on the 110s~cards" 

Regards. 

HLS:MMH 
Enc. 



.. . . 

POSTCARD TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

Address (on face of card) 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Message (on reverse side) 

Dear ~r. President; 

I am one of countless numbers of .Americans who urge that 
100,000 displaced European Jews b~ admitted into Palestine 
immediately, as you requested and as· the Anglo-knerican Com­
mittee of Inquiry reccmmended. I am shocked by the behavior 
of the u. s. Department of State, vrhich is employing the 
delaying tactics of the British Government. 

It would seem that the present Office of Near Eastern 
and .African Affairs of our State Department has sought to 
frustrate every effort to open the doors of Palestine to the 
suffering Jewish people. It has acted in opposition to the 
wishes of the American people, as expressed in t\lo resolutions 
of the Congress of the United States. 

I urge you, Mr. President, to end this lamentable situa­
tion by taking all the necessary st~ps to insure that the 
Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs of the State 
Department will hereafter carry out the policy on Palestine 
enunciated by you and by Congress. 

Respectfully yours, 

Name •••...........•.....•••. Address., •................ ,.• •• • 


	ms4787.009.003.0184b.pdf
	ms4787.009.003.0184c.pdf
	ms4787.009.003.0184d.pdf



