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MAX RHOADE 

ATTORNEY ANO COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio • 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Republic 4477 
TELEPHONE ttM'ION'Jltt:-•~ 

1625 Juniper Stre t , N. ~. 

August 14, 1944 WASHINGTON 

I've been out of touch with Zionist e.ffHirs f ore long time. This is 
not the occasion to enter into the reasons. Suffice it now to say that since 
my Zionism has not waned, I am not happy over it. Further 
in the matter is entirely clear. 

I emerge to write you this word rega ng Henry P. Fletcher. A cording 
to the press, he has been designated an Americ representative tot forth
coming conference regarding problems of the post-wa!"-9&~~-~~·rn 1922, 
~hen I represented the Zionist Organization in Washington in connection with 
the resolution or Congress £avoring Zionism, P'letcher was Urrlersecretary or 
State (Hughes was Secretary). We dealt with Fletcher concerning the resolu
tion, and won his warm support. It was largely through his efforts that the 
State Department adopted a friendly attitude. The late Sena.tor Selden Spencer, 
of llissouri, a great friend of Zionism, primarily was instrumente.l in enlist
ing his aid. 

Although Fletcher is a Republican, he has been in the diplomatic ser
vice for a long time. In his new role, of cour~e, he is of great importance 
to us, and may be in a position to help in more ways than one. It is of 
course necessary to ascertain whether he is still friendly. I imagine an 
excellent introduction for you could be arranged through your friend, Sen
etor Taft. I am sure Fletcher will appreciate our remembering his contrib
ution to the passage of the resolution-unless, of course, his attitude has 
completely changed in the meantime. In any case, he is important enough for 
you to see him personal.ly-and little time is left before the opening of the 
conference. 

I thought I should not fail to bring tlle f"on,going to;,-our attention, 
in case you were not already in touch with Fletcher 

la I was not sure ot your present 110vements, t aa sen41ng a CopJ ot 
this letter to Rabbi Wise and also to Rabbi Israel Goldstein. 

JIRsln 

With kindest personal regards, I all 

Sincerely yours, 

/do; 



MAX RHOADE 

ATTORN E Y ANO COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Republ ic 4477 
TELEPHONE -1'+&~~ 

1625 Juniper Street, N. W. 

August 15, 1944 WASHINGTON 

Although I am quite sure you are acquainted with the fact, perhaps 

I should have added in my letter to you regarding Henry P. Fletcher that he 

was formerly, of course, the Chairman of the Republican National Committee, 

apart from having been most of his life in the diplomatic service. 

That was wey I thought of Senator Taft arranging to have you meet 

Fletcher, in case you were not already ac1ainted with him. 

While Fletcher, as a Republican, may have little to say in the 

formation of policy-just because he is a Republican, he might be willing 

to talk to you and Taft (if the latter remains in touch with hill) much 

more freely concerning what he picks up. 

Cordially yours, 

IIR:f'l 



-·- ... 

uat , 

• 0 D r 

• 1e11ber I 

th ref t t de t o b7 . brbaeh 't I 
1 t hen t ~-. a t • r 

to a at IIMl8 ot 1 1 Yi tlel, I encl •• ~ &ll 
Xobans Of nee 'between our .Aa1De1J" tbe ~ ... t o ix. 
lea e not 1A cul . lautein ter ot A , l~"• 

Ut r COD8 acU.1a1on, a 1.i1 
t t • • o ap-e 
it v ........ l t, -..i~••te4 to 00114 

, t IJe◄NIIN'r 26, Ill'. . , eoret ot 
te 4 v I not a abl t 

ror t augpati . on JanU&l"f l , 
1Uiu ohiNr, AIMIN Y1a■OII, or . uinoJ •. e 

to till letter. 

J I IIOlr drav JOV attenticm t -...~-r-ph 2, pa . lauat in•• 
1a whloh , I voulcl .... I 

! 11 o t 4 • 111• 1 ...,... o t ab8 ute 1~j c 1 tJ 
noJ ot tu at propo■e4 J t.be Cw.111 ... ttee or u. hla 

d. IQ' oer ain anteoendenta hioh auat be relate 1t ou 
01111 .. ,!w tull.1 ov poalt1 . 

0111a tllle 111 19,3, ua. AJO --■Na Jlalta n, u baa 
of .-ru 1 ¥1th orei .,....11&,.,.;. .,...., .. ,. in tb8 Um. 

t . • nlo 'betnea I o 
Snd OOAtaot• 1tabll•becl With aot we.-..- 1 

__ .._.n. • to atatlDg ta -----at a.uM, • 
ton tba\ DWIU"Q. re rt1 t ti. " on t 

pa roll t u11aa and Cnoh ,a1,aa11eaJ t be ff U.1 
report•, .....,., ' I lhoul be inYe■tlpte • 

b t :...a\ to 1 ot llr. Alu troook, 
Cha ~... A .... ~ t1•• Glllll tbe uo, and u tor 

u 1D.Ye1t1ptloa. alao oOIIIIUDloatecl with Jlerbert , wbo 
11111.ar re t ot J Pro• 11on11 
4 with t 1 oa. IIIMl8 tul 

o o t r . a 1ult ot hi• tS11di11 
1 to 41 • with the · ■enioe1 . aai~t • • r, tbeJ 41 
into ot al uon or 111• 418111a1al. 



; · · ••• ilr. • • oaenberg, 2 Augu t , 19 5. 

oon tervard, Jlr. r■tOJl v • eng s d bJ the Anti-Det tion a 
tor otlJ the• kind ot ork bad don. tor the c. I wonder hov 
■ ch ot a real ttort w de b7 the .ADL to con ult with tb .A.JC tore 
hiring llaraton. •• rtbeleae, I hav aeon to believ that t 
lme1r about hi• ctivit1 • againat O and • lt, ainc I bad into 
pr 1Mnt ADL official about hat-' truaaplrecl. De pite th1, 
v • aplo7ed. 

You will realia hat tt ct it bad on a--..-e. on ottic 1 
raton again ppea don th oene after having n put 1n ohar o 

th • kind ot ot1 itJ bJ another illportant def nae gene . ould 
not be at ll aurprla that auapioion ot the AgenoJ and 117aelf 

arouaed U an illportant J viah c01111UJ:U1J. bod.J contin • to pl.OJ one 
who or11i llJ apread the ruaor gainat ua, and it would not aurpri 
it ultillat lJ the would want to inY atigat • and the no7. It oul 

nt1 lJ clue tot t ct that not onl7 are uoh ruaora not contradict 
but a utter of taot ven ■enat troa J viah cOIIIIUD&l aouro• . 

At luno on ti at which llr. n petein an llr ......... 1 . 
ut attended on bebalt ot th Al>LJ llr. Alan _ troook, Jlr. l>av1 he, 

an J>r. Johll la aon tor th UC; and llr. Jacob l uatein and I tor 
J A-0 A, I brought up the raton att ir. I tated that I bad n ol 
that a o~~ttee ot two on behalf ot the Al>L oar4 had inquire into 
the raton ttair and ha report d to tbe oarcl that tbeJ had apok n to 
llr. tr ook o atated. th the aav no obJ otion t the• plo,.~t o 
llar ton. llr. tro k tlatl7 oontr dieted thi• report. • aaid b.e;a 
no uo t te•nt. 

I dftv the tt ntion ot the ADL repi-e ntati • to ti. gr Ye 
com q no ot toler ting taotio auch -. .. thoN puraued bJ Jlaraton. 
I point d out tbat notbing vould uit anti- ealtic pro ganda bett r 
than a ohara that an AgenoJ whioh v • an ottaboot o a world-Yi 
Jewish • Agenor, the l tter be1q bao d b7 JOO Jni h Coaaunit1 
throughout the UAi~ d tat••, • well • bJ the Warburg• ohl i oa n-

14, rnard Baruoh, and. ••117 oth r prowinent Jn11h na■s'I an4 • der■ 
he and abroad. vaa tied up with aoaoov. It wa1 t&Dt ount to giving 
aub■twe to one ot the 1n the • ot •1 propaaanda. 

I further pointed out tbat U tb1a ■lander continued to oiroulatecl, 
the enti lniah COIIIIUDitJ ould atteoted, and tbe tenae genoi • 
vould have to 1pend a good de 1 ot tiM and 110 J 1D tutation. I 
eapbaa1•• that no OD8 1• held 1D.sre•t r oont .. pt bJ Jeva tb&D. an 
1Dtol'll8r vho ... :•■ tal deauno1at1ona about Jn1 to Govern ent bod! a, 
and that 1D. op1n10A, it••• 1nore41bl that auoh peraon ■hould 

pl.OJ d bJ Jeviah 00111111111&1 organs aation, partioul rlJ, ~ • dat na 
no7 vho■ purpoae it w I to protect tbe Jna apinat t tion. 

ap1t ■J ta~••nt at that et1Dg, llar■ton 1• till 1n t ■plo7 
ot the Am.. 

In Yi of theae circ tuo a, JOU will ap oiat hov prepoaterou 
a atudJ' voul be, de u..:1er tb8 aupl •• o an orpa1 .. t1on wbo■• 
obj ot1Y1tJ an4 tairnaaa •• ba•• ood rea■on to queation. 1 • bia 

pl.o nt bJ the ADL, llr. Jlaraton, I 1Dto1'1184 on ood authorit, 
tv OU ■-10r&D11 1n whioh he • &YONd to pro•• th& 0 1• 
tolloving the Ccanni t partJ 11». 

Ohr oh ahould baY no dittioult obta1D.1D& troa UO, Ill'. ,._.,_ 

1 rt on tu 1Dquir7 into ■ton atta1r. D rue..-. 
.: ........... 1.W1aa•a report, be will learn. to ~• aatonictnsnt tbat llr. &Dk 



~, a ODe ot ti. bt1be•t ottloiala GI tbe IJC, aide llr. Jlarat n 

wlUN•'I Juat1tloa,1oa. ... ttrepr lator et llr. oi-,. llr. llarol4 01dns'bWra, 

ftr1 u ••--•• ot Id.a 081111ttN, u well u •• wt W lear»4 
ha • u.&1.1 .. 1,911 ortl 1a1 t ov Apu • wu a ut to 1D.Y t1 ted 

Q' tlMt J>apu,t.aut ot l•tloe ..... ot o tie- p with Ko• ow. •• ••• 

llal'd ....... t,r . al1 ID ,o Yl&lp tu ■mu ... , at be da lia.cl, 

•t•tllla tbat" • 1• p1Y1le8" 1atoNat1 . Be pYe tile •c■, repl7 
to • wbea I aalre4 b.111 tor 111• ao, ... aa. I lmow t 1 tut llr. repr 

.... bl• aw.t1■1at illtON1111 pfta b1II 1tJ' a.. llantOJL. (I ua rather 

ovl u o Jmow wllethar,. 1t1le be 1• Nleue t ti. UWJ, llr. rager 

¥111 be N-eapl.01•• bf w UC. ) 

Vlaea atll4J1.DI all releftllt dooumat• Mtei-1al, Jlr. Ohi'baoh will 

41aoonr tbat U. Cc 1ttff ot 1s W de 1u4 to •plo7 llr. I1aiab ■1Dk tt 
u tea1lonal ouultaat 1D the 1twl7 ot v ApaoJ. llr. ■inkott 1■ 

lmowa tor b11 plaoltia u11a, aDd t1- ti.a a.pin baa aeYerel7 
or1t1 laed • !111• 1■ uotber 1Dd1oat1 t bow 1apart1al the opo••d 

It na illteDde4 to Ne 

llr. br oh will tvUaer lean tbat tbe AIL, under the intl no ot 

... JlantOD. ud tu Jwl Labor Cci 1ttff, aD4 pro1Nabl7 alao ot 11.r. 

11et.rt, utill•• U. Cc on com .. 11 t r Aaerloaa VllitJ ill tM wort ot 

tu ADL 1a U. J'ON1p l-enp,a.. PN•• of tbia oouat17. 

hie 0&11• tor a wo aM\lt u. CcalllNI o 11 tor Mlerloan. UD1t7. 
llr. 011r~JA will be altle tia4 1a tM tile• ot th tu UC Ul4 tJa• Al>L 

•t•rlal t sa•tMte t OCII-• c .... 11, a, leaat uatll PM.Jtl ... r, 

Ntua•4 to HJld out aat1-tuelat •tel'lal., aM efta tel'lled ant1----t1aa 

a " trne••lal l••• • ... ,........ •' ot U. Ca OA 001111011 wolll.4 1Ad1 ate 

tut tbat orpe11at1 l.Ut 1,aelt, 1J1C war, to the ,rote tioa ot 

IGM ~ ~ IIO■t ..... ,1 ... ~ toNlp 1 •• ..,. ...... ,.,. •• 1a tbia OUDtl'J. 

l'9 ol'ia ot Ula UC tllnlaeJt Sndt .. te \ta. 1Mffe t1••••• t the C-IOll 

u•a opeNt10M. 

lltillaa\1 ot 0 .. IOII Co 11 iJ U. ADL N ou1 N4 

1A t llabt ot \be •Jd.•'5N•'• ot u. •pNbua1ft fonlp Luapaae 

Din.al ■■lnu.illH "1 tbe Oftneaa lffa Aa9MJ• • •Ol'elp Laapaae 

D1Y111 h&a , .. N ... I 1Utlea tor ....... s.aa k1nd ••nlo•• 

reqll1Ncl 1 tu ADL \ban a ..... 0 ••HMtll ••· PrOfd ot tlll• •1 be 
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o IQ' Jmftledae,. OU1' Ageno7 1• the onl7 organisation co piling th••• 
Dir.•t• Yhiah, ia 111 o».fn1onl are 1n.d11penaabl• to &JlJ' organisation 
ill •re■te4 1D cloiD& u. iatel igeat and effeot1•• J•b ong th foreign 
l&J1111&1• groupa and newapaper■ of tb1• ooUDtrJ. 

It• h&Nll.J N peintect. out that auoh goYerDMntal in titutiona, 
with their exoelleat fae1l1t1ea tor 1Jltoraat1on woul4 not eatruat tb. 
Oli with the ater .. eatiomd aa1Sps1nt1 it there wer the lea1t aub1tan e 
t ~• l'\lllor 1preat lt7 llr. llaratoa. 

A oaretul •tv.dJ ot thi■ entire denlopaent wo 4 reyeal o ot th 
rea1ou Yh7 the work of v 4eteue apao1•• 1• not •• etf t1Y •• 1t 
llipt . I aa ooaYinoe that uither llr. Ohr'baoh nor the ther w 11-
iD.teatio cl l&J lea4era f tb• UC or .am. reallJ are oogaiaant ot what 
happeu4. I aa oer,aln that th•J 4• aot lmow all the rUlitie tiou 
1apl.1oat1 u of the aar■ton atta1r, aa4 that tlae7 ••• 0D17 a nebuleua 
1 .. a ot YhJ .&DL • nort■ an organisation like the C ea Couu11. heJ 
h&Ye ao tille to ■tlldJ ■uoh iAY lYe •tt ra, &IMI are ooapelled. to nl7 
on thew NI of profe■■ionala. l'h•J are at the •r J of 1uoh protea11onal• 
when ••r the latt r do not ohooae th• ■tr ia)lt aa4 narrn path, whether 
tor re ■oaa of preJuclie, 11&110• or aelt-1ntereat. 

It would be 1Dtere1t1Dg, tor exaaple, to know how ■r. patein, when 
porting on th• pro,01• atud.7 ot the Oli 1Dfo-....H!l th• c~...,.tt • about 

our •• .. •1ng 41lato17 taotioa. lb taot 1• that it uauall7 took hill tb 
to tour •••k• to write o et hia l oom.o letter■ intonatng ot whatever 
deo1■1ona h1• Oc 1 tt•• ha4 .. u. I woul. alao be intereated to kDoY 
whether h 1Dtff111t th Bar of the ADL tllll7 an4 obJeatiftlJ ot th 
,tate•n.ta I had ■a4e with Ngan t• llar1ton at the Lun heOD • ting, 
pNY1oua17 ref rred. \o, &ll4 partloularlJ whether •i,etein had appri■• 
th• ar ot 111'. Stroook'• um.al that h• ha4 ra1ae4 ao objeotion to 
th• eapl•Jlllln.t ot llaratn b7 the ADL. It h tid not 4o ao, he • 
obYioualJ anx1oua to uep hi■ nn Bo in tb dark, and oontr1•• the 
oontlnued. ••pl J119nt ot 111.r■ton on t lae auppoaitiona aD4 preaiae■• 

I b.aY no intention ot ••t•Dd1ng th• Agen.o7 or 11.71elt againat the 
alleptieu ude laJ llr. llaraton ezoept to ••7 ~t th•J are 11beloua, 
an4 that hi• emple7Mnt bJ Jew1ah orpo1&atien 1• both ah•okSng an4 
cllagrao tul. 

•on• ot the 70 newapapera Yhioh wear•• 1n th United St tea ha• 
eYer or1t1o1aecl th• 'bona tidea t eur Ageae7. Ve b&Ye been attaoke4 
onl71»1 ■o• reaotionarJ ten1p lancua• MWapapera,_&D.4 the uaoph be 
••• Le er. It we tollov the COllllUDi■t part7 line, men the eral 
rrlb , ••run aarueh C••• h1• ape oh Nf re th• a111tar Ut&1ra 
Oollllitt•• of th• ••••e) General 1aeDhner, ete. et. nat be tollowing 
th Oo Wliat p&rtJ 11M. V• ... "'1•• l» a NlpGll■il»l• oar4. lo 
ou oan a\1.on the • peteaeJ t MA lib Jlerbert JaN o,- to 
;u1de or en.luate a ..,,.,.,.r r a new• a1eao7. I 4o not ••4 to at 
out that llr. w wo-14 »Yer pel'llit bS•••lt t 1 at1t1e4 with • 
c uai■t ■•w• ApuJ. the , ... ia tru of ar. la It •1auate1n, wh 
11 eba1r •• ot he 1Deut1Y 01 ttt•• of tbe UC. •or •an PNt••• r 
Bhotwell, llr. lobA 1. ••Jl&D, &ad. Va. L. Vhi'-, who are ■e■Mra et ov 

u-4, M auapeetet t allJ1D& theuelna with a COIIIIUll1•t MY■ 1en1 • 
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THE 'HITE HOUS!:J 

WASHINGrON 

August 30 1945. 

Dr. r. Louriea 

Replyin to your letter of the twenty-eighth, 

I am at JT esent fairly well rushed trying to do a number 

of thins before I leave on a short holiday. 

May I su gest· th8t if there is any urgency 

that the delegation arr nge to see t.r. Ben Cohen in the 

Stete Department? 

Very sincerely, 

( Sgd) Samuel I. Rosenman 

Arthur Lourie, Esq., 
Poli~ical Secretary 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
542 Madison Avenue 
Ne York 17, New York 
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NOTED BY 

o.,n \ 

E? Pl z 7 7 
MAX RHOADE 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

, 
A 

TELEPHONE N1'. 

\ . 22 en ov I 

~----7 B l im r 
ERED 

s pt . 4 , 45 

' 

W-A-S H t- N G "re N-

r . J!.. anuel r umann 
21 ·~t. A ue, 1.05 -/o 
e1• York, . Y. 

Dea Emanuel: 

I note you intend to pursue he iany t anks for your ,rinJ note . 
matter further witn Dr . Silver the next 
for,mrd t:> hearing froc you. 

ime he is in e· Yor< , nd I look 

I ant you to kno ho.r r~at.ly I pprec·ate our clo e i. tE- e t, and 
th~ efforts you are e rerti:ig . 

Dr . Silv_r , I ope, doe not he it te to expect 
cannot em hasize too milch • .1 th: s hour , t. t is the vecy 

1 re t ea l . u 

idea tat sti 
me . e pre~singly need unusu 1 plans , ideas , and .methods 
ccuted on a ne1 pla~e , and employin re·ource~ th th ve not 
pronerly ex loite . 

su l ' zed 
een tap e 

I 
1 tes 
d ex
or 

You , on ,er onal kno le e , e in a posit i on to judge ~hetb r tn8re 
is enough in the nast--th•. difficult d .ys of m ing bric ·c • t1 out stra 
and of divided ti1!ie--to justify 'reen expect.at· ns . 

Doubtless ou infer , th t hav·n come to a dec·sion , I ap 
m tter in no usual spirit , an for that re son, it should b of dd'tionn 
interest to Dr . Siver. 

I ncidentally, I recall , th t in the on.Ly direct cont ct of note I h d 
vith Silver , he as hi hl y ple sedan p reci tive , year~ back when I ot 
Senator Bul1 le• to -=>o to Ne~ York nd spe n Silver's honor, nd ork_d out 
t e speech '1i th Bul kle , etc . 

I gre=tly--as alvays--enjoyed the le sure of seeing you , ltho ~h 
th·s time it was all too br·e . 

Wit' cordi 1 regl ds, an rmest vishes 

• cerely yours , 

: lb 
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CLUI ~ROGRAM SERVICE 

41 EAST 42 ■ d STIEET 

NEW YOII 17, N. Y. 

Sponsors 

America■ Pale.ti■- Commlffff 

c•rl1tla■ Co■■cll o■ Pale1tl■e 

oear Rao bi Silver: 

Ch stnut Hill College 
Philadelphia 18, Pa• 

Septerooer 29, 1945 

1 rea.d with rather raised eyebrows your adve r tisement, 

or ra.ther, a. pas sage in the ad of the .American Zionist 

:anergency Council published i n the N. Y. post on Thursde,y • 

Sep~. 27th. I quote: "The responsibil~ty or the extinction 

of six million Jews in Europe was not Hi r's alone. The 

entire Christian world shares that ility". If you 

could h :ve usea the term ~entile" f Christian 

I would ot have remonstrated. 

I em a Catholic out as to the e~aR-....... ~iMH~ 
no ns rhatever. e 

and influence 

of Christianity in our time I have 
nothing bu inority in 

Christians of conviction a.r 
a rapidly dechristia.nised ·o 
how ~ baptised indivi 
believe in it tborou 
but enco r a 0 i og , I ~ 
horrors of the last e 

e have no statistics showing 
sand ful Christianity and 

swers would be anyt hing 
ould actu 1 ly be Christian the 

not have happened. 

I think th· t neither the re g sector of 

Jewry would th rou ly con n in a lOOi Christian (or 

Catholic) w r • Bu I urmise hat you are a scholar end that 

you are th r ughly acq t ted with the position of the Jews 

in the Ch • c: ian orld f pa t f11S• I am personally in no war 

an advocat f the pol y prevai ing in our ()lurch during 

- l00l-t750 A· . but yo ow very well that the Catho l ic Church 
a-.__,...,.,i ed a persecution similar to that of Hitler. 

worst pe • o:f mob persecution the Jews always tended 

grievances to t he Papacy. }1oreover, true Christianity can 

never be ra alistic. And finally - no intelligent Christian 

<Bl torget ~t Our Lord, Our Lady, Our First Holy Father were e.ll 

oft e Jews toaay is mostl r due to the fact that the 

Christian values are "fizzling out". Do not forget either t t 

the hole liberal tradition ot the 18th and l9t century is 

entirely of Christian origin. There are no ethics, no moral.a 

rationa l.ly defendaole unless they are rooted in a revealed 

religion (I would certeinly include Judaism and Mohemmede.nism). 

It is precisly the disappearance of revealed religion in favor of 

some vague "social adaptation" which undennines our whole cultural 

- anc1 ethical structure and thus makei horrors like Belsen, De.chau, 

Oawigcim and t1e Siberian Labor Camps logical. 

y ir·end Francis s. Campbell h s me.de this (in a short 

story published in October's "C tholic ~•rorld") perfectly cleer •• 

Since we live in an age catering to Majorities the mino ties 
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have to suffer nwst grievously. Our age may be "democratic" 
but it is neither Christian nor liberal. Aa a me.iter of fact 
I am inclined to believe that the persecution of the Jtwa is 
only the tirst chapter in the persecution of Christia.nity. 

Thus I aincerel.y do hope thet you will reflect more seriously 
the next time you will sign a similar appeal. The pr·nce ot 
the World, especi&ll7 ot the world we are presently living in, 
ia not Jesus Christ but Satan. 

ER 
10/2/45 

Yours very sincerely, 

Erik M. Ritter Kuehnelt-Leddihn 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Hotel Commodore 
New York, if. Y. 

Deer Dr. Silver: 

New~ rk Post 
FOUNDED 1801 

711 WEST 9'l'1lEET . NEW YORK • WHITEHALL 4•9000 

Oct. 2, 1945 

I want to thank you for this afternoon's valuable interview. 

Immediately after our conversation, it occurred to me that I 

had not emphasized (as I had intended to do) the fact that the 

project I ~entioned to you ls, to me, more than just a news story. 

I believe that, if skillfully handled, the story of the 

project would be moving and dram tic and would drive home the 

true seriousness of the situation. Indeed, I think that the 

propaganda value of the story wollld greatly outweigh any adverse 

effects it might have, especially since all interested parties are 

undoubtedly aware of the practice. 

Thanking you again, I am 

Respectfully, 
1 

_ _ 4-. 
@~-v/~Gp, 

Alvin Rosenfeld. 
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THE EREZ ISRAEL (PALEST! E) FOU DATIO PU D 

KEREN HA YESOD, Ltd. 
LONDON -JERUSALEM 

INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND 1921 

- -
Cables : "KERJESSOD JERUSALEM" 

Te I, 489t 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
"The Temple'1 , 

Cleveland, o. 
Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Ref. 

HEAD OFFICE 
JeruHlem October 5, 1945. 
P - o. e . !183 

I want to tell you that the meeting at 
Madison Square Garden created quite an i~pression 
in this coW1try and I hope it will be productive 
of some results. I had been helping with some type 
of argument here which I think we ought to use more 
in future. Indeed, we are now discussing the pur
pose of a legal action which will bring into review 
the whole problem of the Nhite ~aper. I expect to 
leave for New York by air either at the end of next 
week or beginning of the following, so I hope to 
see you soon and discuss matters with you personally. 

''ii th kind regards and best wishes, I am 

s 

BAB:Bl 

.f. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ _,,rm~ ~ ~~~._.....-.~ 
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BRITISH OBLIGATIONS 
IN PALESTINE 

American Juris t's View 
By B.A. ROSENBLATT 

THID ,recent authorized, sta•,e
ment by 1Pre. idN)-t Truman 

to ex-.fcnator Gillette calls at
tention to a fact which is not 
g-enc-ral!y recognized either in 
this ,country or in Great Bri
tain. Ion the eyes of the mer
ican public the White Pa·per, 
restricting Jewish immigration 
an<l la111- purcha~e, h~ no va
didit)'i as •a Je_gal d,ocumrnt, 
becaur,e, by the d/eci~ion of the 
Mandates Commission i.n June 
1939, soon af,te,r the promuiga
tion of the White Pa.per, it 
was officiaHy amnounc,e-c1 t-hat 
tha policy ''wa,, not in con
formity with the Mandate, 
any contrairy conclu1sion ap
pearin to them to be ,ruled 
out by the very terms of the 
Mandlate Mtd by the ftmdar 
menital intentions of its au
thor~" 

Palestina Corn,tib1tion 
In viow of the fact tha,t 

when ·Mr. Malcolm Mac-Donald 
appeared before the Ma,ndg.tes 
Commission he announced "that 
,the Leag,ue of Nations had 
,the last word,," this wa,s an 
ack.nowledlg,ement of the gene
rally ,recornized fact that 
Grieat Britain is in Palestine 
as a trus ee, chairged, ,with 
,cer,t,ain dlulies by the Leaigue 
of Niations and res,po,nsible to 
its decisions. In plain iJam,.. 
,guage, the Palestin,e Man.date 
jq th,-, written constitu ion of 
Palestine, and -an)'lthtng d!one 
in contra:vention -of that con-
~itution is null andJ void 
Jn olhe1r w,ords, even a,n Act 

of Parliament which is diecl-ar
ed to be- in oppositi-on to th•e 
written constitution of Pal&'
tin ha no legal validity, even 
thoug1h, the•re is no she-rifif 
1-trone: enoub~• to force the 
British Gov,e,i;nmenit t<> cairry 
out the ,decisions of a judliciail 
bo<ly set up by ,the League of 
Nationis The quesition of ,legal 

• right and the Dowe to enforce 
it i.s the 'difference bet,Neen 
a• d,ecision of am, Eng,Jish Court 
and the military •power to C'81r
ry- out that dlecisio,n. 

!Now, Americans ha-ve been 
educated to ,reve-re .a writt-en 
cons itution. :and f,rom the 
day oil Edmund Burke, who 
~ef,erre,d to the American, col
onists as "lawy.ers," ev,en1 up 
to this dlay, the averag,e Ame-r
ican, Ge,ntile or Jew, rega-rdJs 
with ab-horrance any violation 
of a written con titution. 
Hence. after ~he d1eci ion, of 
the Mandates Commis ·io.n in 
Jun•c, 1939, in the eye: of eve,ry 
Ame-rican all acts performed 
undJer the White •P a,per are 
patent,Jy iliegal, nolwiths.tand
ing the forms of la\\-. under 
which such mea.rnres have 
bee,n pronounced It is there
fore cJ,ea.r to them that ,t,ho e 
who kept Jews from comi.ng 
into this country were >a.ctin,g 
,ille,g-ally 

'To all Americans, for in-

s~arnce, the d:e,'.ention of hun
d1rcd,s of so-.called illegal im
migra,nt t1 in Mauritius was an 
act which cans fo.r judicial re
view and punishment of those 
authori~ies who enforced such 
au illegal dec-ree. The per,;on~ 
re .o ponsibl for cl,t>nying the 
entra,nce in.~o Palestine of the 
"C.-trum,a" pa ·sc1J1gers woul,d, un
de:· Americain procedJure, be •hail
ed into court and sked for an 
accoun.t ing, whi ch they would 
no~ be able to ,excuse by 
cit:n;; uch an illegal de·oree 
as the vVhite Paper, which has 
be,en declared ,to be "in con
travention" to the con titution 
of Palestine. 

Treaty with Brim.in 
Furthermore, America ,has a 

treaty with Great Britain, 
d!aited December 3, 1924, .in 
which the former i to be con
sulted upon any ,change in the 
s .atus of Palestine Certainly, 
,re-striction of immigration and 
land purchase is such a fun
d!amental ,change as to caJI 
for the p,rior consent of the 
America.n Gov,e,mment - which 
was neve,r obtained That is 
why Presidenit Roosevelt, des
pite his wholehear,tect friendr
s,hip for Great Britain, drew 
attentio,n to the fact that ,the 
Whi e Paper "wa_ n ,ver· ap
proved" by1 the U.S. Govern
mont President Truman is 
following the same good Ame
rican t,ra•dition - a trad,itior, 
incidootally, copied firom tre 
long history of British ,con.sti-
1t,utional ,govemment. for the 
only difference is that in Ame
rioa we have a wrilte,m consti
tution amd in Great Britain it 
is unw,ritt-en 

'This is not the place ~o dis
<:uss which is more efficacious, 
but the fact remain that 
once the ,p,roper tribunal -ha~ 
dleclared a law ,to be uncon, ti
,tution-al, whether .an aict of a 
~tate Legislature of one of the 
48 ~tat ,s i,n America, rut act 
of Cong,ress, or an. ac.n of Par
liament, from that moment on 
the purported Jaw .has no 
validity as a ,legal document. 

Against White, Paper 
In other word,s. it is .not 

mere-ly , he 5,000,000 J e-ws of 
Ameori a who contest the v,ali
dlity of the White Paper, but 
the whole body of 135,000,000 
Americans wh-0 e.e in ~his a.t
tempt, during a Jon,g period of 
.six y;ears, to enforce an illegal 
dlocument, omething ,that is 
contrary to , he spirit of AngilO-

axon traditions of legal jus
tice. Only by frankly proclaim
jn,g t.hal the White if>aper wa 
not only a -mistaken 1Policy, 
bu,t ,IegiaLly illlvalid f,rom the 
dlate it was ·o dee! red} t>y the 
Le-ague of ations M8.i11,dates 
Cammi ·ion, can w.e restore 
tha feeling of true reverence 
for A.n,glo-Saxon jud-icial . pro
cedlure. 



ND 

STRIKE WAVE 
SPREADS IN 

AMERICA 
LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
GIVEN MORE POWER 

GUERILLAS 
WERE READ 
I.N MALAYA 

CAME BY SUBMARIN 
AND PARACHUTE 

y. - WASHINGTON, Thursday (R). By ALAN H U IPHREY 
was _ New powers for the Labour Reuters 1,edal Corres1>onde 

fter Department to deal ,with the 
in growing threat of mass strikes 

in the country's great indus
tricl!) cem ' ,r~ we,re announced 
today by President Truman, 
within three days of the out
break of major unrest in many 
key industries. 

SINGAPORE, Thursday. -
great guerilla army trained 
several hundred British o 
cers and men who arrived 
submarine and parachute h 
been built up and was prep 
ing, to strike at Malaya wh 
the Japanese surr~ndered, 
is disclosed. 

The President stated that 
bhe Secretary of LabQu,r, •Mr. The first man to organize t 

guerilla , arfare behind the J 
Schwellenbach, would take anese lines was Lieutenant C 
over and control all the lone! Frederick Chapman, a l 
powers of the Labour Board, malayan climber and Arctic tc 

the Man-Po,wer Commission plorer who had gone to Sin 
and the Employment Service. por~ in charge of a party of At 

. , ,tra·han com•miandos. European 
tA.s the Gov,ernment took this ficers and tough young Chin 

swift step to meet the ,worsen- who knew the country well we 
ing situation, more than 100 operating in December 1 
strike,s in the Midldtle West '.rwo months later Singapore f 
are slowly ,paralysing motor and . they were cut off from t 
car production and threatening outside world. 

a the shut down of the fluick, Reinforcements landed on t 
Chevrolet, and Oldsmobile Di- west coast of Malaya from 
visions of General Motors. . Dutch submarine in May 19 

when Captain John Davies of ti 
A full-scale threat to the in- Malayan Police, Captain Richa 

d t • ff d b th A t Broome, of the Malavan Ch 
us ry lS O ere Y e u 0 - Service, and a small ·group 

mobile Workers Union. which Malayans and Chinese cross 
today announced that it would the dangerous coastal belt 
accept temporary ;vage in- reach 1:: he ,hi·:~s of P.era.k , The 

e creases while insisting ,without they found a Chinese gueril 
qualification on an eventual 30 camp - a detachment of ti 
per cent increase for the whole :VIalayan People's Army, whic 

now cove. ea the whole of Mal 
industry. ya. 

NEW REUTERS BOARD 
LO :r!DON, Thursdtay (Reute,r)
Reu:ern new B0iardl of Direc
tors, a.s am.n,oll!nced today, con
si ts of Viscount Hothierme,re, 
Ch-airma,n of Ass-ociatedl 'N,ews
papers. whose Pape,rs include 
"Th Daily Mail," Sir Wrulter 
L:.lyiton , Chai,rman of the "News 
Chronicle" Ltd.; Mr. HG Ba,r
t,holomew, Chairman of the 
"Daily Mirror" 'Lt'<il; Mr J R. 
Scott, Cbai.orman ·of the "Mrun
cheste,r Guardian,'' Mr. ·Mal
colm Graham, Managing Direc
tor of t,he "Wolverhampton 
Exprc,ss ,an Stair"; an-di Mr. 
Ha,rold Grime. Governin,g Di
rector and Editor of the ''West 
La'l'lcasihire Eveninio- G9.7.ette." 

The first three are membe,rs 
of the Proprietors ~sociati.on 
repre"etn•in.g London new,spa
pers, aTuC, the othe,r are mem
be-t·s of pre.s•~1 a soci-ations re
pre entin,g rrovin,cial news
papers 

UIThde.r Reuter's cons,~tution, 
the Dire.ctor.s are appointed to 
the board .in rota·tion, aind 
every year two [)irectors re
tire - one firom ,the p.ov,incial 
side and the 0~1he,r f,rom the 
Lon,d,on sdde. 

"DEMOBBED" CARS 
Palestine Post Cable 

4 

00 DON, T•hurS<l-\y. - Al hough 
30,000 people 11,,1.v'.! <drl'ady ai,
,plied for reco,1,Jit'oue'.l A1 my 

. • i h · : • 

C~nt.act with S.E.A.C. by su 
marine was later broken off, bu 
in ovember 1944, a party of 1' 
British officers and Chines 
agents from Australia landed o 
the eastern col'ner of the Mal' 
yan peninsula from a submarin 
They reporterl that Colonel Cha 
man, Captain Davi and Captai 
Broome were still alive. Th 
had escaped after the Japanes 
who obtained information by to 
turing Chinese, had attacke 
their camp. 

NEW DEPUTY CHIEF 
OF IMPERIAL STAFF 

Pale tine Post Caole 
LONDO , Thursday. - The 
man behind the terrific barra o-e 
preceding the El Alam Jn tt
tac~,,1. Lt.-General ~ir Sydnc· 
C. Kirkman, has been apuoin 
ed Deputy Chief of the Imp 
rial General Staff at the ag 
of 50. 

At El Alamein, General Kiri 
man was Field Marshal Mon 
gomery's chief gunner officer a 
he became a Major-Genera 
R.A., in the 18th Army Gro 
in 1943. He took command of tt 
50th Division in Sicily and Ital 
and later commanded the 13t 
Corps. Before D-Day h w 
G.O.C.-in-Chief, Southern Con 
rnand, and was prom ted Lieut 
General last year. 

General Kirkman was twi 
wounded, was mentioned In d 
spatches, and won the I.C. d 
ring active service in the Midd 
East, Italy, and North-West E 
rope. 
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U ' ITED STATF.s SENATE 
Co 1 ttee on Interstate Commerce 

• I. Bauman 
Secre~ 

ontgomeey, Al.a. 
October 17, 19S8 • 

Congreg tion, Aguda. Israel 
ontgomery, Alabama. 

dear Bauman: 

I sm in receipt or your telegru or the 15th 
d am lll.w93 s happy to hear f'rom you. 

In reply thereto, permit me to say that wbile I 
as in ashington 1 st eek I contacted the President and 

the Department of State wit:h reterence to their interceding 
th Great Britain in an f'f'ort to keep open the door in 

Palestine to the Jewish people. I assure you tbie a 
pl sure and I hope 7ou will never hesitate to call on me in 
arrrwey at any tillle. 

I ea, 
1th all good wishes to you and the congregation, 

Sinoerel.7 your trieod 

( Signed) Lister Hill 
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MAX RHOADE 

ATTORNEY ANO COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 11, 1945 

Plaza 7878 

222 Wendover Road 
Baltimore 18, fki. 

Personal and Confidential. 
Not for Council Fil~. 

Dr. Newnann kindly sent me the excerpt from your letter ref erring to 
Dr. Akzin's correspondence with me. 

I appreciate your having asked Dr. Akzin to write me as a personal cour
tesy, to avoid delay. Please be assured that I understand your present sit
uation. 

I rejected Dr. Akzin's invitation, as I felt my position had been mis
conceived. Apparently, there has been a serious misunderstanding. Perhaps 
these brief words--which I am sending you in view of the excerpt passed on 
by Dr. Neumann--will serve to clear it up. 

I do not believe you expected me to see Dr. Akzin in order to discuss 
with him ways in which I could be helpful in Wasbington, if you were aware 
of my 15 years of experience (1921-1956) as the sole Zionist representative 
in Washirg tcn--many times lo~ er than any other indi vidual--and t.hat among 
the numerous matters I handled in that capacity were the Zionist resolution 
adopted by Congress in 1922, and the original organization of the American 
Palestine Committee in 1952; that I withdrew from Zionist activity in 1956 
due to the damage inflicted upon 11\Y personal affairs by overindulgence in 
Zionism; that the Zionist leadership drafted me over all those yea.rs, in
cidentally disrupting my law practice with their repeated demands upon my 
time and effort; that I carried through all those delicate and complex 
matters not on full time, but severely handicapped by dividing my time with 
my law practice and by the lack of means for conducti~ the work {mere penn
ies were spent, as compared to today); and that the Zionist leadership 
(Brandeis included) never failed to applaud and express satisfaction with my 
work, and still thought so well of it that they tried (as Dr~ Neumann lmows) 
to draft me again at a very murky stage preceding your entr-y into the 
emergency work. 

It would appear that these facts, and the range of matters t hey suggest-
Congressional, State Department, White House, Press, etc., along with the 
personal equipment, information and ability to secure it, contacts political, 
diplomatic, journalistic, official and lay---answer affirmatively and of 
themselves the question whether I could be helpful in this work. 

Therefore I must conclude that you were not fully cognizant of these 
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facts, but that Dr. Neumann assumed the contrary, also that he refrained, per
hap.s as unnecessary, from mentioning my willingness to reenter this work only 
if my long experience suggested that action should take the form of a draft. 

I scarcely think you will deem it StrEillge under the circumstances, that 
I was pained and surprised when--instead of bearirg from you--I received Dr. 
Akzin's letter; nor that, irrespective of Dr. Akzin's general abilities, I felt 
it woul.d be incongruous for me to discuss this subject with a man who--after 
all--is a newcomer of but a few months in this particular work. 

I hardly need disclaim a mere feeling of sensitivity. Perhaps, indeed, 
a little less past self-effacement would have avoided this misunderstanding. 

I resigned some months ago after over five years of service as an attorney 
with the Government, in order to accept my present business connections (head
quarters for the territory in Baltimore). 

I do need the happiness the unhandicapped resumption of Zionist service 
would bring me. I feel a strong desire to serve, am make a maximum contribution. 

However, on the material side--including an inherent diffidence toward 
a so-called professional Zionist career--the decision is vecy difficult. Hence, 
as I told Dr. Neumann, I am willing to make the decision only in response to a 
correspondingly clear and urgent call for my service. 

Dr. Akzin has written me a second letter, copy enclosed, asking merely 
to consult me regarding the problems facing the movement. I would have pre
ferred meeting Dr. Akzin under less abortive circumstances. But as this was 
hardly a rej ectable request, I have replied it will afford me pleasure to meet 
him soon. This occasion, of course, cannot extend beyond establishing cordial 
relations. Moreover, in this wide and complex field, "consultAtion" suggests 
operative, rather than abstract, casual treatment. 

Needless to add, my unwillingness to discuss this particular matter with 
Dr. Akzin must be entirely distinguishoo. from my feelings regarding him other
wise. I have no ill or preconceived attitude toward him. Rather, I believe 
from the fa1rorable information concerning Dr. Akzin given to me by Dr. Neumann, 
that were I to come into this work, we could get along and work well together 
as a team. I do expect to rise to the occasion--my longer experience not,,ith
standing. We should be able to oombine our theoretical and practical talents 
to the best possible use. There is certainly ample scope. 

I shall of course deem it a pleasure to see you whenever you wish. (My 
disinclination to discuss any phase of this matter with anyone other than 
yourself, does not, of course, refer to Dr. Neumann.) 

MR:fw 

With warmest good wishes, and personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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AMERIC.hN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Mr. Max Rhoade 
222 Wendover Road 
Baltimore 18, Yd. 

Dear .llr. Rhoade: 

WasJington Bureau 
1720 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Mich~an 4480 

October 51, 1945 

I wish to aclmowledge receipt of your letter of 
October 25, and I am sorry to hear that you are not in a 
position to discuss participation in the work of the Emergency 
Council in Washington. 

lhope, nevertheless, that I may have the opportunity 
to meet you in the near future in order to consult you a.bout the 
problems f acirg the Zionist movement. I would particularly welcome 
such an opportunity since 11:r. Neumann told me about the valuable 
experience you have in coonection with the situa.tion in Washington. 

In view of 7our inquiry, I ouid like to assure you 
that my previous letter to you has not been discussed by me with 
amyone except Dr. Silver and Mr. Neumann. 

BA:cw 

Sincerely yours, 

{Signed) B. Akzin 

Benjamin Akzin 
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TELiGRAM COPY 

WESTERN UNION 

November 19, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Zionist Organization of America 

Endorse enthusiastical.17 your progra.~ for world 

wide appeal to open gates of Palestine to 100,000 

Jewo immediately, to abrogat White Paper and to 

eltlinat ghetto concentration camp in the Holy Land. 

Perry Rosenbaum, Chairman .American Labor Party 
23rd Ab Club, lings County, Brooklyn, New York 
1602 Pitkin Avenue 

SL 
11/28 
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Plaza 7878 
MAX RHOADE T E LEPHO N E N'l''t"te-Nfltt-•~ 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

November 24, 1945. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

222 Wendover ad 
Baltimore 18, Md. 

Thanks for your kind letter of November 21. 

I shall be happy to see you after your return 
from Palestine, and shall keep in touch with Emanuel 
Neumann meanwhile, as you suggest. 

My best wishes for a safe and most fruitful 
journey, and warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

.MR:fw 
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Dr. Abb Hillel ilver, Presi ent 
Zionist Or anization o America 
c/ o The Temple 
An el Rd . at East 106th St . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

~y dear Dr. Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
TELEPHONE: VANDERBILT 6-3710 

December 4, 1945 

I ht:tve the pleasure o-f' extendinP to yo~.1 a cordiRl invi tAt on 
to a -=l dress t!'le ational Conference of' t Jew· sh _ F!tionr-11 
un of A er:!.ca, .ich is to be held on Jen arr 4t , , th :3n 

6th at he 'fill am Penn Hotel, Pitts urr,h, P • 

I should like tour e vou ~om e every e~~ort o take art 
in t he Conference to f eliver them. or ad xesn at one o 
our e ion • I o 1 1i u at he openin.o- ~. s on 
on SFit 1rd y ni .t, Janu~.rv ~th, it •'ould he especi llv a 
pre iated. h t oul d en~ble you to ... e in YO'lr pulpit on 
Sunday orni n • 

If i ill e po s i e f or o 
th n, o co rse, ,e • u a w?.nt 
6th. 

to 

I t is my hope th t t he !)le ... s re 
vou officiAlly as the Presi en; o 
of Americ t hi Conference{ 

tPn A of th s s on , 
u t o f'P eRr on Sun , '5T, J nu:Jr. 

11 b ~ffor ed e to ~reet 
the Zionist Or a iz tion 

I s ou.ld li k to urP' 
invit tion hich I 
and m. s lf. 

yo.1 tom e ev rv e~f rt to A.Ccept 
exten inF- to you on e. -f' o R 

1 
oci te 

,, /f 

•1 Rinee~;v~ l-£--
1 

R: SS orris Rothenber g 
President 

{ 
• L ND FOR RESCUE ND RESETTLEME p LESTlNE • 



Charge to tlae account of ____________________________ $ _______ _ 
J CUSS OF SERVICE OE.SIRED "-

WESTERN CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 1206-
TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE . ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LETTER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

Patro~ ahou]d check clau of aervic:e UNI 0 N TIME FILED 
dooired : ot~enri• tho 111-1• will be 

tnumitted u a t.etesramor A. N. WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARL TON J. C . WILLEVER 
ordinary cab!..,...... PAl!:SIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOAAO FIAST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Send tlie /ollowi1111 tele,,am. ,abject lo tlie temu on 6a~ hereof. 111/aicl, arc liercl,11 a,ned to 

12-21-45 

The Hon. Edi 1b Norse Rogers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1/ashington, D.C. 

WANT A REPLY! 
• Answer by WESTERN UNION• 

or similar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

I REiill -,7ITH SATISFACTION vF THE SUP.PORT j'iHICH YOU GAVE TO THE PALESTINE 
RESOLUTIO} IN THE HOUSE WHICH FAVORABLY A? ROVED OF IT. I ~,ISH TO EXPRESS 
TO YOU OUR PROFOUND APPRECIATIO~ THE PAJSAGE OF THIS RESOLUTION WILL 
GREATLY HEARTEN OUR PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE ,iORLD. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVEHP President, ZOA 
Ex. Chairman - EZEC 
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LEO GtnIK 
Do 
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• LAN D F O R 

r . ~ n · ·11el s· ver 
/jll-, 1 - -- el"" e 
AnsP.l Rd. ~t: 06th St . 
C evel~n , hi 

~rn J _ d to I e co e 
,j o r n ... • , - t - -:, m c p 

o•· '1.ome . 
.... i () • 

sence , I h..,. re. t 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: VANDERBILT 6-3780 

l kn ci'; ut 
e tri; . 

~; , o_f~r ? ~CP ~hiJh · _ e 
't - 6t!. Pt ".,~e a· F~ - H--t --, 

!-+- :o me n e e ~- t o t.~ 0f f..meri..c,., to h y 1 

"t this .., , f r ,n ee to ... e our in1p..,.F! r i o s of yo1 r recen 
isit ""') retz I kn0, h0•; '1 rd .t"rpssed yru A.re." 1 time 
t .. ~r. ~p he~ Zi i +- ,-:ovP;n~ in ~ir.ericn the deleg~ e. 

~- l be lo~ i n fr, rd to he.,ring ~~nr ycu. I doh pe th t you 
rill be ~be to be wi ~ us ei h~r on PtQrd~r ni ht, .y B~h 
r s.lJ. o.rv , J~ 

I sincere 

li h i:i l 00 

.. : ss 

E S C U E N D R E 

e ·:crd ·.r .... • , ., - --

Very c .. ~· ' . 0 llj' 

T l E M E 

_ I " , H.~ J?E3G 
Pre~ i '1P.n t 

PAlESTI 

o e • 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-Tate 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 122·1 
UNION 

A. N . WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL = Day Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NL T - Cable Niaht utter 

Ship Radiosnm 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrama and day letters is STA DARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

I N A62 1 3 4= d EWY OR K r Y 22 3 1 0 P : .-

DR AB HILLEL SILVER= 

: CARE THE TEMPLE CLE VE: DEC 22 3 27 

Ii. / 

~ -1~ o,1 ') V 
.:.A ADVISED YOU ~ ILL BE 1 ; EW YOR BEG 1 1 I G OtlDAY . 
A .XIOUS cor~FER WITH YOU REGARDING MATTERS AFFECTI G UNJTED 

PAL EST I I E APPEAL WOULD APPRECIATE ANY APPOINTMENT • PLEASE 
ADV I S E BY I I RE CARE S A I N T REG IS HOTEL ll Y C • REG ARDS: 

·CHARLES ROSE BLOOM. • 
. ' 

H 
THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



Trea urer 
IcH L I. 

• JAC D SIN 

BEJlQ 

JULLI tI 

LEoGuzxK 

lTZ 
I K 

L N RUBI TEI 

• 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: VANDERBILT 6-3780 

December 24, 
19 45. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, President, 
Zionist Organization of America, 
41 E. 42nd St. 
1 ew York. N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

In accordance with our constitution the Annual Meeting 
of the Jewish National Fund, Inc. is scheduled to take 
place during the month of January. 

You are, therefore, requested to please designate your 
16 representatives on the JNF Board of Directors, 
including 3 from Bnai Zion. 

Your cooperation in making the list available at the 
earliest possible date will be very much appreciated, 
so that ie can complete the organization of the JNF 
Board within the next ten days. 

MR:dl 

FOR RESCUE 

Sincerely yours, 

L-
Morris Rothenberg, 
President. 

D RESETTLEME p L E S T I E • 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
TELEPHONE: VANDERBILT 6-3780 

December 24, 
19 45. 

c/o American Zionist Fmergency Council, 
342 Madi son Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am glad to elcome you home. I know that you had a 
difficult journey, but I am certain your contributions 
justified the trip. 

During your absence I have sent you an invitation to 
address our National JNF Conference which 1s to take 
place at the William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa. on 
January 4th, 5th and 6th. 

It would mean a great deal to the Zionists of America to 
have you at this Conference and to hear your impressions 
of your recent visit to Eretz Israel. I know how hard 
pressed you are for time, but as the head of the Zionist 
Movement in America the delegates will be looldng forward 
to hearing from you. I do hope that you will be able to 
be with us either on Saturday night, January 5th or Sunday, 
J anuaey 6th. 

I sincerely trust that yo will send me word you will come. 

With all good wi shes, 

MR:dl 

FOR RESCUE D RESETTLE E T 

3incerely yours, 

L 
Morris Rothenberg, 
President. 

p L E S T I E • 



MAX RHOADE 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

December 26 , 1945 

Dr. Ab~a H·11el Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. SilvGr: 

Plaza 7878 
TELEPHONE ~ .... 1' 

P.O. Box 112 
..... verly Station 

Baltimore 18, 1 ,i . 

K3-3- t---G- -S-T-R-E-E-T-.-N- ,..w., 

In vie~ of your re uest tha t I keep in touch 
with Emanuel Neumann pending your return from Palestine , 
I informed him of a business trip to e ·1 York I was 
scheduled to make early th· s month, and he .,rote me 
indic ~ing he anticipated seei ng me while th_re. 

However, I was delayed in maxi J that trip -
as it appears until the next week-end-.-by sever,. l 
important pending matters. I am informirig you of thl , 
as I may be detained in ew York for a fe:v days . I shall 
apprise Dr. Neumann of my ·ddress in New York in case 
you •Rish to reach me bef re I return. 

MR:fw 

It will afford me much pleasure to see you. 

With kindest personal rega ds, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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lmPAllftlll'l' OJ' l!AH 
IMBI•OIO• 

Deo•la•r 29, 194& 

117 ... Bab'b1 lllTff 

I ban rece1Ted. your lelt•r of Octo,er 30, 1946, 
wl 111 whloh JQU •cloee4 a oop7 of lh• tel-er• whioll 
1'• •• Dr. l\epun s. •t•• aat ,o ,u Pne14•'• 
re,ardtac 'l'al••\lae. I r•o-el Tff7 IIUCh that '111• 
repl7 lau ...._ eo la« 4•1~. 

Yn an ueved lbal 7f¥V Ti- ud ,ho1• of 
J>r. 111• hoe beea br-.ll, '8 Ille atlallea of Iha 
appnprtau officer■ .r tu Deparlll•t of ltale; :,our 
on~•l7 la wr111q \o pr•••' th• la NII INoll 
appreola\ecl. 

11Jao•re~ Tevt1, 

1or lhe -'ollac 1Nrela17 et "•'•• 

1rao11 B. .. •• 11 
Old.et 

Dl•l•l• et "11a11o L1a1•• 

a.bbl Aba B111•1 IUTer 
••r1oaa lioal1\ .. r....,,, OoaoU 

M2 lla411• £ftll• 
In ?erk 17, I• tek 
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RECEIVED AT 64 BROAD STREET. NEW YORK 4. AT ______ ~ 

7/iaRCA 
XDA/MEB MXL375 MEXICO 41 NL 5 2115 ONE WORD EXT A IN srGN 

DOCTOR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER. PR,ESIDENT ZIONIST OR_GANIZATION OF . 
r • 

AME~ICA 41 EAST 42 ST~EET NEW YOqK CITY 
., 

~ECEIVE OU R HEA~TIEST CONGhATULATIONS FO~ BEING ELECTED ' 

P~ESIDENT OF ZIONIST O~GANIZATION OF AME~ICA STOP WE INT~UST 

THAT UNDEFt YOUR LEADEFtSHtP WILL GUIDE US S00N TO !iEDEMPTION 

OF JEWISH COMMONWEALTH IN ER.ETZ ISftAEL KEF\EN KAYEMETH ,. 
LEIS~AEL OF MEXICO AND CENT~A~AME~ICA 

TEODO~O ~ESNIKOF P~ESIDENT 

HAn 11 To secure prompt action on inquiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be presented at the office of 

Telephone: over 2-18 RCA COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In telephone inquiries quote the number preceding the place of origin. 

Form 112 TA 248-R 
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SYMBOLS " 0.ASSOPSD.VICI -

( 5 9) Thia la a full-rate DL•Day.,__ 

Telqram or Cable--

UNION 
NL•NWact.nw 

,:
Ill unleu lta de-

erred chanc:tu la In- I.C•De'"-10.W. 
dkated by • suitable 

NLT•C.W.Nllli, 1-aymbol above or pre-
'c:ieclln, the addreu. A. N . WILLIAMS ... , ··-PRIE.510CNT 

WESTERN 
Tbe 6liDa time shown in the date line on i.tesrams and day letters is STANDARD TlME at point of orisin. Time of receipt la STANDARD Tllll:at point ofcWin&tion 

" 9?= t TT S_ U G ~ 

D ' ·: T OR . l L E L 
5 p ,2 r 

T . E T E / I L - ::: J L E \/ E : 

LAST I rT I s~ T YO T. E F jL L 0\ 
' J :l LE T 'E '.~ 

YO ,V. IJOTE . IT IS OB\/ I OUS TH T !rY 
_ EE 1,1 FOUiD EADILY A': .. ErT BL _ , H OF T.E 
U I I TED LEST1 I=" sue H Ct ,., U t ST CE 1 . EL t \/: 
IT IS BEST TO ~ 1TH J y 1 E. I FE =L T~ T IF I RE 10 

r. HOSE I IT WOULD . E VI T p :. RE T Lu:r 1r. E. I u: ~ 

~OU _ BE ·y USE F UL I E S S T O T ~ E : A IJ SE 

BY f r,rA I ED. U IJOTE . I f, .1E SU 

CASE YOU 

f . ~ ! DI 'l' T. ' l S TO YOU I I 

EA[Y ~ f) LEFT 1'EW 'J T YOU TO 

E rt IS D OF ~y DE .. ISI O. . Kl DEST DS= 

C. E . 

TD OOIIPANT WILL APP&IICIAH 8UOO&a'l'ION8 l'IIOM l'l'I PA'nONB OOHCdlNDIO l'l'l ... t .. 
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'I iE ?ROT S'l'ANT 
52 5th Avenue 
l: e ·, Yo r , ~ . Y • 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Zionist Emergency Council 
542 ~iadi son A venue 
Nev York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

J anuarJ 17, 1946 

I am enclosin; copy of a litter sent today to Judge 
Joseph Prostauer of the American Jewish Committee. 

This is to ~eeu you informed on a matter hich me.y 
require your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben R:c ardson (signed) 
Enc. 



p 
y 

Ame ican Je•ish Co1 ittee 
SG Forth Avenue 

Ne! Yor·, 16, N.Y. 

Janu!.) • .. 6,146 

Attenti n of Judge Jose h Pros auer 

Gent e en: 

Anti-Semitic literature in the form of an appeal to 
support the Palestine ovement is bein6 distributed under 
your imprint. Copies of this literature hav~ come to our 
attenti n. 

These leaflets are obviously calculated to use the 
Zi nist effort as a provocation against the Jewihs people. 
The text of the leaflet reds as follois: 

Al1 citizens a~ urged to aid the Je ish peoole to return 
to Palestine . 

The Nati na Jeris Co:u:1it ee h s issued a C 1, that 
ever.. erson of J e ..:.sh bi t' n livin0 in • e Un· ved 

Sta es be ·n Pal st.:.ne no later t' n June 3 , l.:148. 

It is agreed that t e onlJ way to el· in9.te seats op 
c ndi tions, o t age slavery and eneral une aployr.~ent , is 

for al Jewish people to hav3 a country of their ovm. 
This is a cal to l a ma~ers and citizens to donate 
to,ard the Pa.iestine oVeitent. Send in our vote and 
donation to - erican Je,ish Cor~nittee, 386 - 4th Ave., 
New Yor- 16, Ne~ Yor ." 

Vill you let us o what action you intend to take 
since we require your disavowal of this literature in order 
to proceed against those ho disseminate it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben Richardson . 



Dear Dr . , ilver: 

'4th of J nuary 
194b 

Thou0 • l h-.ve ri tten you lust ,;eek , ] 
am very ".:,Orry that] ha.ve as yet receivea. no 

.As you , ill robably remember , ] sa you 
l 1.st in Land, n and 1 ter , when l heard you had been 
electe ChQ.i rm!"" , ] se t you a telegrCJD . ..hen l tried 
to reach you ·1gain l , as advised thttt you h, .... a left for 
Palestine . 

Now , J leaving bucJ.- for Palestine myself a 
1 woulu like very much to see you before J leave . l f it 
is at all possible J wo ld ai-':-1reci te an a.._)poi tment some 
time uring next v ee i f you are • ble to get to Ne;v Yor . 

Dr . Abb Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

be;:;t i shes . 

Car 1 ly your· , 

c/o Lurie 
838 "'":est En ~venue 
I e rv York City , t .Y. 

Clevelcma., Ohio 



ROSENBLATT & ENSELMAN 

COUNSELORS AT LAW 

!SIDOR ENSELMAN 

BERNARD A . ROSENBLATT 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silvar: 

TELEPHONE HANOVER 2-0590 

CABLE "ROE NS " NEW YORK 

80 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK•• N . Y. 

Jan uery 25, 1946 

In ~ccordance vith the teleohone conversation received 
from the Emergency Council, I e~ lad to inform you hat 
at a meeting of the ~oint Committ~e, rest~rday afternoon, 
Charles Rosenbloom as elected as Jational Chairmen snd 
Rudolph Sor born, A sociate Chairman. 

On the motion of l endel ischer, ( probably motivated by 
a n& ural desire to please udge rlothenberg), the Committee, 
after some discussion, voted that two additional t=i societe 
chairmen be edded , one to represent the Jev·ish et1.ona1 
Fund) the other the Karen Eayesod . 

On the larger question of reorganiza ion of he U. P. A ., 
a Committee wcs appointed to confer w1 h he Com~ittee 
chosen b he U. P. ~. snd to report a the next meting. 

'hen you are next in New York , I should like o talk with 
you and get your advice on this rm tter. 

'1.th kindest personal regerds, I am, 

BAR :RK 



• Israel so r 
c/o Lurie 
858 est Ek .. :venue 

e Iork, • Y. 

Zanuary Zl, 1946 

tL • :J: yo letter 
• la.at eek, I 

to .;et • to 1 you d to 
_ ,..~- £01• our eting. Pr sumably beoause he had 

ve the civ, he di ?lOt get in touc:. th you. 

I shall b in ~' Yor:r thi 
t, th Commodor Hotel. Pl 

stop 1ng 

shall ai~ •ge -Or a time an a 

1th all good shee, I rema1n 

Veey 00rd1aJl7 yours, 

.&BSaQR 



~ Charge to the account 0/.------------------------------====.=.:::.:::.:::.:::.:::...-==._ 

J ~~~;CSERVICE~~~ \. WE s TE RN 
TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL 

OVERNIGHT 
TELEGRAM 

SPECIAL 
SERVICE 

P1tron1 should check claaa of wfflce 
deoired; otb....;M the m-1• will be NEWCOMB CARL TON tnnamitted ua teleinmor A . N. WILLIAMS 

1206-
CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

J. C. WILLEVER 

~==~onl§irwy~ca§bl§-§' ==~===~P~R;;E~81;;0::;;EN~T~==:==:===~C:=H=A=IR=:=M=AN=:=O=F= TH=E=:B=O=A=RO===F=IR=S=T=V=IC=E•=P=RE=e=,o=E=N=T=~~~~~~~~~~~;;;~~~~~~ 

Send the /ollor.oitl(s tele,,am, ,ubJ"t to the temu on ba~ hereof. u,liicli arc liercb11 a1rwl to 

COPY DAY LETTER 

Mrs. Abraham Revusky 
84 Sanford Street 
Yonkers, N.Y. 

2-8-46 

WANT A REPLY 'l 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
lnduded without charge. 

HAVE LEARNED WITH DEEP SORRY OF THE PASSING OF YOUR DEAR HUSBAND. I HASTEN TO SEND 
YOU MY PROFOUNDEST SYMPATHIES . IVlR . REVUSKY'S DEATH IS AN IRREPARABLE LOSS TO OUR 
MOVEiENT TJ WHICH HE DEVOTED THE GIFTS OF HIS HEART AND MIND: ITH t>DCH UNFAILING 
LOYALTY AND LOVE. THE OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN ZIONI ST EMERGENCY COUNCIL JOIN ME 
IN THIS MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE AND TRIBUTE. HIS MEMORY WILL LONG BE TREASURED BY 
us. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Obi(') 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

BERNARD G. RICHARDS 

103 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N, Y. 

Febru.Ary- 21, 1946 

I received yrru.r kind ni,te of the 14:th with -reference to the new edition 
nf Isreal Cohen's book-~n hich 'If('! work has nnw been nre.ctic~lly completed. 

I shall take nle8.sirre in sending yiiu a. crro7 on the chanter of ~ericAn 
Zionimn a~ soon e.e the ~sme is in final sha:oe and rea~v ·for the n-rinter. 

Sincerely y-ours, 

~~R~ 
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r. Is ore • Bauman 
806 S re Street 

ontgoaerJ , lab 

dear r. Baumans 

STA S 'ATE 
Co ittee on 

enditurea in the ecutive 
Dep 'b:Dents 

ashin ton s, n.c. 
February "6 1 1946 

our rec t letters h ve been rece~ved, d I am 
al a lad to he from ou. 

I regret o much th t the lmost over-·mel..adn 
p e re of correspond ce that I haYe been receivin recently 
h s de it impossible £or me to re to our letters sooner. 

It 1 be ple sure for me to send you a copy of 
Presi t Roosevelt's le ter to the House of Co ns re D.rd1n t e 
Balfour Declar tion. I h ve not as et been e.ble to loo· te this 
co ir. fll ., but I h vin--> an ext ded se ade, d 
s d it o to you just s soon s pos ible. 

Let me hear from you .t any time C on me in any 

. ith kin s 1 ooa shes, I 

Veey sincerely, 

( Si eel) Li ter Hill 



President 
!omns Ronrn BERG 

llo1iorary Pr side,it 
lSR EL GOLD rLI • 

Honorary Chairmen 
JUDITH EPSTEI • 
~OLF GOLD 

SOLO.ION GOLD U • 
JAMES G. HELLER 
LOUIS E. L INTH.\L 
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March 11, 1946 

~r. Abba Hi llel Silv~. 
Th:- Tpmple 
An~Pl P.oacl at Ea Rt 106th S . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

R E S C 

It is with much p leasur~ that I inf orr:: yo the. t at 
thf) Annual •.eet i.ng of he Board of .-i rectors of the 
Jewish lJational Fund. you werf' unanimously rP.-elP.ctec: 
as an Honorary Chairman of tr:.f' Jewish "'"ational Fund 
of An erica. 

We arP .! )ri.ficien t that the pres i ~P of your r~e.me will 
sPrve to advance our ausP. in the task!=; that 1.:.e 
ahead. 

Looking forward. to your continued. cocperat· on, I am 

SincerPl yours, 

N 

orris Rothenberg 
Pr~~ ic~e'1 t 

RESETTLEME IN EST I NE • 
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J CLASS OF SERVICE ' DESIRED \.. 

WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206-

TELEGAAM 0R0INAR'I 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LETTER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE FIA0IOGRAM 

Patrons 1hould check clau of eervtce 
deaind; othe,.,,;. th• m-p will be 

tranamitted u a ~ or A . N . W I LLIAMS NEWC OMB CAR L TON J , C . WI L LEVER 
ordinary u.bl..,..,,., P FIESIOENT CHAI FIM A N OF T H E B O A RD FIRST V ICE·PFIESIOENT 

Send the /ollou,i"IJ, tele,,am, ,ubject lo tlae temu on 6a~ laereo/. whJch arc herchs, aped to 

Judge Simon H. Rif kind 
NEW YROK , N. Y. 

.,I CHECK 

ACCOUNT ING IN FORMATION 

TIME FILED 

WANT A REPLY! 
••Answer by WESTERN UNION• 

or similar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

DEEPLY REGRET INABILITY TCJ BE IN NE'N YORK ON ~ARCH 25 A.ND ATTEND YOUR lE TIN • 

KINDEST REG1-l.R.DS . 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

A . N . WILLIAMS 
P RES I DENT 

1201 
✓ 

SYMBOLS ' 
DL = Day kttcr 

NL., Night Letter 

LC= Deferred Cable 

NLT - Cable Nt&ltt Lener 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

rJB327 NL PD =NE VJYOR ~< Ny 21 

R AnB A HILLEL SJLVER: 
=- IE TEr~; PLE 

\.;. t.. I • 

\94 

CLEVE : 

=Af11 I NV I T I NG A FE\'/ OfJTSTANDI NG LEA ER~ FOR OFF THE REC R 

REPORT ON S I TUAT I ON ABROA, AT r,· y CHA •~;RER.S f11, 0J DAY fvARCH 

TWENTY F l FTH AT TV O Prv: I OPE YOU CAN c;: ME= /' 

S I l•iON H RI FK I : i . • I!.)} 
V 

I 
I t "it; 

,. Pl✓. 
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'133r. ~ • V-1~ 

/ C:./ ~ .,I / r/1 ~~ 
THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE ? 
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ROSEN BLATT & ENS ELMAN TELEPHONE HANOVER 2 - 0590 

CABLE " ROENS " NEW YORK 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 

lSIDOR ENSELMAN 

BERNARD A . ROSENBLATT 

Dr. A. R . Silver 
The Temple 
Clavalanr1, uhio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

80 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK 4 , N . Y. 

June 24, 1946 

I am enclosing copy of a lAtier just sent to the British ATbas
sador in Washington, in the hope that it may be of some use in 
our campaign for the 100 ,000 refugees. (By the way, I had ad
vised M-:i yor O'Dwyer to follo the example set by LaGuardia, hen 
he denounced the Nazi rAgime, and was gratified to see the 
Mayor's condemnation of Bevin's statement in the next morning's 
pa oars.) 

1 was sorry tha , I had to keep another appointment before the 
completion of the Emergency Council meeting on Friday, or the 
Executive. I should have liked o emphasize the importance of 
immediately taking our stand by the side of Hagena, for a number 
o reasons, which I would like to offer: 

(1) To end, once and for all, tRlk about this resistance mov~mf3Dt 
as the work of terrorists, since our indorsements would ive 
recognition and standing to the Hagena {as in the case of the 
Irish Volunteer army), over and against the Irgun. re can recog
nize the Hsgana while the Jewish Agency might ursue1ts political 
demands under the manda e withrutor'faring such recognition. This 
mi ht cause an apparent braak between the Jewish Agency and the 
Emergency Council, but that would be all to the good of our 
cause, since it would leave us free to pursue a strong oolicy when 
necessary. (You might take the position, as an individual, that 
while a member of the Executive of thA Jewish Agency, you are out
voted on certain issu~s, but es the head of the Emergency Council, 
you havq an obli ation to all Zionists of America.) 

(2) Just bscause the Hagena is so close to the Histadrut, its 
r~cognition by the Emergency Council would be proof positive that 
in this emargenc_r our acts arEt above psrty politics. 

(3) WA 
as has 
ice to 
answer 

do not have to go to the extreme and enroll Hagana members, 
been suggested, but a mer~ indorsement by us would be not-

, , " 
the world o our soli.darity with "JavJish PalAstine --as an 
to Dr. Ma snas and hi s bi-nationalism. 
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Dr. A. L . Si 1 v er -2- June 24, 1946 

No 1 ma,r 1 Bdd one word about th9 British loan. I would tall our .., 
friends in tashington, like Va~ner, that it is up to them to 
orotect ann or~serva the uosition we have ~ointly on, if they 
want to protect al so the British. losn . 'lb.is time WA dare not ac
cept :British promises. 1 wo ild urge an authoritative interpreta
tion of our convention with Great Britain, under date of December 
:2>, 1924. 1l'h~ Senate has a right to offer its interpretation and 
surely wi 11 not f ollo the narrov: uolicy of the State Denar tmen t. 
Once such a clarifica ion of our treaty, with respect to he 
Msndste , is announced, we sha]l be able to demand, if necessary, 
that th~ w ola r.1attar be brought by our Government to the Inter-
national Court of Justice for clarification and interpretation. 
uf course, this is for the long term policy, over and above t e 
question of the 100,000 refugees. ie must , once and for all, g-=Jt 
away from pleas of mercy and insist upon our legal rights, to which 
our country is slso a par ty. If Great Brita1.n can be made to feel 
that she is amenable not only to world public op1r.ion, but also 
to a Court of International Justice, . she .mB.y hesitate to treat 
the Palestine Mandate like a "scrap of paper". 

I am thoroughly convinced _ that Rn energetic policy now will spell 
future dividends for the "ewish Commonwealth. 

With kind regards, 

BAR:RK 
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ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE 
COUNCIL 

T HE establish1nent of the American Zionist Emergency Council 
dates back to the beginning of World War II. Late in August, 

1939, the 21st Zionist Congress met in Geneva. Its work was conducted in 
the shadow of the impending catastrophe, and \Vas indeed cut short by 
the sudden closing of the international frontiers and the need for dele
gates to return to their homes without delay. At a meeting of the World 
Zionist Executive held in those last tense days, attended also by leaders of 
the American delegation to the Congress, the implications of the war 
crisis for the immediate future of the Zionist movement were considered, 
and it was decided, for the period of the war, to set up a special Emer
gency Committee in the United States. 

The Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs, as it was first called, 
was originally established ·with two purposes in view. The possibility 
was foreseen that, as a result of the war, the headquarters of the Zionist 
Organization in Jerusalem might, by reason of invasion or otherwise, be 
completely cut off from the rest of the movement. It ,vas desirable, 
accordingly, that there should be in existence in America a body which 
could, if need be, assume the authority and the functions of Zionist 
leadership. But it was further recognized that, whether America entered 
the war or not, the attitude of that country was likely to be of decisive 
importance in determining the future of the Jewish National Home. 
With the eclipse of the Jewish communities of Central and Eastern 
Europe, the center of gravity for Zionism, outside Palestine, had moved 
clearly and unequivocally to the American continent. On American 
Zionists would now devolve duties and responsibilities, on the due dis
charge of which might well depend the fate of the Jewish people in 
Palestine. With this in mind, it ,vas essential that an effective instrument 
be created, whose purpose it should be to bring home to the American 
public and to American political leaders the needs of the Jews as a 
people and the meaning of Palestine to the Jewish future. A major task 
of public relations, of political action and education was involv1ed, 
requiring a concentration of all the available forces in American Zionism. 

The first eventuality which the Executive had in mind in setting up 
the Emergency Committee was, happily, not realized. Despite periods 
of imminent danger, Palestine and the Yishuv remained safe during the 
war. Zionist communications by letter and cable with the rest of the 
Jewish world, outside of Europe, though subject to various wartime dif
ficulties and restrictions, ·were maintained without interruption. In par
ticular, the Zionist Executive in Jerusalem continued to function and 
from time to time sent out some of its leading members to guide and 
inform the movement abroad. It was, accordingly, on the second task
that of directing and coordinating Zionist public relations and policy in 
America-that the work of the Emergency Committee has been prima-

3 
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nly concentrated. The specifically American character of the Commit
tee was emphasized by a change in title to that of the American Emer
gency Comrnit~ee for Zionist Affairs (later contracted to "Americ~n 
Zionist Emergency Council"), as well as in the by-laws adopted m 
January, 1942. The Council today consists of twenty-six members. It 
comprises representatives of the Executive Committees of the Zionist 
Organization of America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, together 
with a number of leading American Zionists nominated ad personem. 
The Council also includes a number of observers from other Zionist 
groups and from the members in America of the Zionist Actions Com
mittee. In all, through its constituent and affiliated organizations, the 
Council represents bodies with a membership of more than 500,000. 

A smaller Executive Committee which meets at frequent intervals 
carries on the business of the Council with responsibility to the full 
membership. In the initial period, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Mr. Louis 
Lipsky and Dr. Solomon Goldman constituted a presidium at the head 
of the Council, and later Dr. \Vise ,vas nominated as its Chairman and 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal as Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

During the earlier months of its existence, the Emergency Council 
functioned rather as an interparty body for receiving reports and for 
deciding on matters of common interest to the four constituent groups, 
than as the initiator and director of an active program of political action 
on the American scene. It \Vas not till late in 1940 that a full-time 
Secretary was appointed and that the Council acquired offices of its own. 
The appointment, too, in January, 1941, of Mr. Emanuel Neumann as 
Executive Officer in charge of a Department of Public Relations and 
Political Action (a position from ,vhich he resigned in December, 
1942), and of the late Rehaviah Lewin-Epstein as Director of an Eco
nomic Department, marked an important development in the work of 
the Council. 

However, despite the fact that a number of important activities 
were initiated by the Council during this period, it ,vas clear that 
Zionist political and public relations ,vork was not being carried forward 
on the American scene ·with the required scope and effectiveness. The 
need for an over-all program of action to activize the American Zionist 
masses of all parties, and for stron(J' centralized direction ,vas \J idel 
recognized by the leaders of our ~ovement in Palestine, London and 
the United States. Consequently, a complete reorganization of the 
Co~cil was effected in August, 1943 when, at the request of Dr. Chaim 
W e~mann, as well as of Dr. Stepnen S. Wise , ho had been serving as 
Charrman of the Council, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver accepted the leadership 
of American Zionist political and public relations work. Dr. Silver 
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became Co-Chairn1an of the Council with Dr. \Vise, and Chairman of 
the Executive Committee. 

vVith the object of initiating an extensive nation-wide public rela
tions program, the Council was thorough! y reorganized, a much larger 
budget secured and its staff and scope of operations greatly enlarged. A 
nmnber of special dcpartn1ents were established, headed by experts in 
their respective fields, including those dealing \\ ith Information, Com
munity Contacts, Publications, Speakers, Research, Christian Opinion, 
American Jewish Religious Forces, Special Events, Labor Relations, etc. 
Of special significance was the establishment throughout the country of 
more than 400 local Zionist Emergency Comn1ittecs, representing all 
Zionist parties, ,vhich were organized for political action and public rela
tions activity in every major American community, and all of which 
continue to receive regular direction and guidance from the Ne,v York 
headquarters. 

Thousands of editorials in papers ranging from country journals to 
metropolitan dailies, and innun1crablc telegrams and letters vvhich bol
stered the Council's ,vork in \ V ashington, as well as large numbers of 
rallies, radio addresses and articles by Jewish and non-Jewish leaders, 
testified to the nc,v vitality permeating American Zionism following the 
reorganization of the Council. 

Throughout its existence the Council has, through its representa
tives, been in con1munication ·with the Department of State in Wash
ington ( a permanent office of the Council, under the direction of Rabbi 
Leon I. Feuer, vvas established in Washington late in 1943), the British 
E1nbassy, or, on occasion, with the envoys of other foreign countries, 
in regard to various 1natters of political concern as they arose. Thus, 
representations \\'Cre made and detailed memoranda submitted on such 
matters as the plan for the establishment of a Palestine Jewish Army; the 
questions associated with the transfer to Palestine of the 800 refugee 
children in T eheran to ,vhom the Iraqi Government had refused transit 
facilities; the question of Jewish immigration into Palestine in general; 
and in particular the burning issue of the refugee ships - the Struma, 

the Atlantic, the Patria and so forth - with their tragic cargo of 
hmnan beings fleeing the Nazi extermination camps; the repatriation of 
the l\1auritius deportees; the Bermuda Conference; the question of 
Je,vish representation at the San Francisco meeting of the United 
Nations; and, more recently, the demand for the immediate trans£ er to 
Palestine of 100,000 refugees from the German and Austrian camps; the 
indictment of the Mufti as a war crim1nal; and the question of the recog
nition of Transjordan as an independent state. Fundamental questions 

5 



THE BILTMORE 
CONFERENCE 

AMERICAN 
JEWISH 
CONFERENCE 

concerning the political future of Palestine and its establishment as a 
Jewish Commonwealth were dealt ·with in con1prehensive memoranda 
pre cnted to the American authorities on a number of occasions. Among 
these were detailed staten1ents submitted for the consideration of Presi
dent Roosevelt and President Truman at the time of the Yalta and the 
Potsdam Conferences, respectively. 

Among other matters with " hich the Council was concerned in 
the earlier part of the war was also the escape from unoccupied Europe 
of pronunent Zionists who had obtained temporary haven in Soviet
occupied territory, in unoccupied France and elsewhere, for whom no 
possibility existed at the tin1e to get to Palestine, and " ho were enabled 
to con1e to the United tates. In this connection, the Council worked in 
close touch ,vith the Chairman of the President's Advisory Committee 
on Refugees. The attitude of the State Department in this regard, which 
had originally been one of "illing cooperation, underwent a change in 

eptember and October of 1940, when a virtual stop was put to the 
issuance of Emergency Visitors' Visas. Subsequently, ho"\vever, there 
was some modification in the attitude of the Department and a small but 
steady stream of permits was issued to Zionist refugees on the initiative 
of the Council. 

The ,vider issues of the p st-"·ar settlement in regard to Palestine 
began to come to the fore as a result of the calling together, at the 
instance of the Emergency Council, of the Extraordinary Zionist Con
ference ,vhich "' as convened at the Biltmore Hotel in New York on 
l\1ay 9- 1 1, 1941. The Biltmore Conference, \ hich undoubtedly marked 
a milestone in the development of Zionist policy, was significant as the 
first representative gathering in many years of all parties in American 
Zionism, and its importance was enhanced by the presence of Dr. Chaim 
,v eizmann, President of the Je"·i h Agency, and of l\1r. David Ben
Gurion, Chairman of the Executi e. In its concluding Resolution the 
Conference ,vas responsible for a clear and important enunciation of 
Zionist aims and principles, ,vhich has subsequently become famous as 
the Biltmore Resolution. 

A further event of major importance in er_ stallizing and confirming 
American Jewish opinion on the Palestine issue ,vas the inaugural gather
ing of the American Jewish Conference. The Conference, in the calling 
of , hich the American Zionist Emergency Council played an important 
role, met in the late summer of 1943, f ollo\ ing several months of nego
tiations bet\veen Zionist and non-Zionist bodies. It constituted the first 
democraticall -elected body, representative of the totality of American 
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Jewry and entitled to peak on its behalf, since \Vorld War I. The 

Conference , as deep I concerned "ith the urgent problcn1s of rescue 

and relief, but it saw then1 in their hi toric perspective, and de oted itself 

to the temporar as ,veil a t the permanent solutions ·without sacri

ficing one to the other. The Re oluti n adopted by an oven helming 

majority at the conclu ion of the Conference, in effect registered the 

collective will of the Jew of m rica in upport of the Biltmore Pro

gram. From that time on there could be no question that the Jew of 

America, as a group, ,vere enthu iastically behind the Jc, ish Comn1on

wealth program. 

At different tin1e the Zi ni t Emergenc Council has been rcspon

iblc for the holding (alone or ,vith other bodies) of a number of great 

public meetings. The first of the e dcn1 nstrations ,vas that at .l\1adison 

quare Garden, cw York Cit), in July, 1941, in connection with the 

desperate plight of the Jews in azi-occupied Europe. A similar gather

ing which drew a huge audience ,va held on the eve of the effective 

date of the ,vhite Paper, ,vhilc another note, orth mass rally, attended 

by some 60,000 people, took place in Lewis hn tadium, e, York in 

April, 1945. Even thi gathering ,va dwarfed, however, b a later open

air demon tration in .l\1adison Square Park to prote t British polic. in 

Palestine, at which tho e pre ent totalled more than 200,000. Such meet

ings in e\' York ,vcre generall_ followed or supplemented b other 

great gatherings in leading cities throughout the countr .. Further details 

on these and other den1on trations are included later in this report. 

Associated ,vith the American Zioni t Emergency Council in its 

efforts to present the Pale tine issues before the public are n.vo leading 

non-Jewish groups: the American Palestine Committee, founded in 

April, 1941 under the Chairmanship of Senator Robert F. Wagner, and 

the Christian Council on Palestine headed by Dr. Henry A. Atkinson. 

The American Palestine Committee is composed of leading Americans 

distinguished in many ·walks of public life, \) ho desire, through its 

medium, to signify their interest in and good,vill toward the movement 

to reestablish the Jewish ational Home in Palestine. The membership 

of the Committee now exceeds 1 5 ,ooo, including 17 State Governors, 

61 Senators, 150 Congressmen, as ,vell as man others ,vell kno,vn in the 

nation's civic and religious life. 

The Christian Council on Palestine comprises a membership of 

2,
4

00 leading clerg men, representing all Chri tian denominations, and 

has taken an active part both in informing clerical groups and enlisting 

their support for the Je, ish ational Home. 

In May, 1946, the n o bodies merged as the American Christian 
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Palestine Committee. In addition to Senator \Vagner and Dr. Atkinson 
as Founders and Honorary Chairmen, there ,vere appointed as Co-Chair-
1nen, Senator Owen Brewster, Senator Jan1es 1\1. 1\-1ead and the Rev. Dr. 
Daniel A. Poling. Dr. Carl Hermann Voss was appointed as Chairman 
of the Executive Council while Dean Ho,,·ard 1\11. LeSourd continued 
as Director of the joint organization. 

The members of these bodies have been kept informed, by the 
circulation of memoranda and other material, of developments in the 
Palestine situation, and they have on various occasions taken action in 
support of the Zionist position. The American Palestine Committee has 
held a series of impressive annual dinners in Washington, attended b. 
many distinguished Americans, as ,vcll as by the representatives of 
various foreign governments. Of special interest, too, have been the 
well-attended all-day discussion meetings associated , ith the more recent 
of these functions. In addition, the An1erican Palestine Committee and 
the Christian Council on Palestine have sponsored a number of out
standing regional conf erenccs on Palestine in several of the larger Amer
ican cities, notabl in cw York, Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati, 
Detroit, Houston and Philadelphia. These ,vere addressed by prominent 
speakers and ,verc attended by many tens of thousands of persons. 
Reference may also be made to the successful inception, during the 
last two years, in conferences held at Princeton and Ocean City, of 
annual seminars for speakers and others specially interested in a deeper 
study of the problems involved. 

An important action initiated under the auspices of the American 
Palestine Committee as one of its earlier activities ,vas the issuance of a 
Declaration signed by more than t\.vo-thirds of the Senate and approxi
mately t\vo hundred men1bers of the House of Representatives, reiterat
ing support of the Je, ish ational Home. The Declaration, entitled 
"The Common Purpose of Civilized 1\1ankind," ,vas published in many 
tens of thousands of copies and received ,vide distribution. It constituted 
a valuable pointer to Congressional opinion in connection with the intro
duction at a later date of the Palestine Resolution in the United States 
Congress. 

Again in 1944-194 5, a "Letter to the President," urging action in 
behalf of Je, ish settlement in Palestine and its establishment as a Jewish 
Common, ealth, was circulated among members of Congress and was 
signed b 5 5 Senators and 2 6 1 Representatives. 

The gro,ving public interest in the Palestine issue was further given 
expression by the passage of Resolutions by State Legislatures through
out the country in support of the J e,vish ational Home and of the 
reestablishment of the Je,,ish Common,vealth. No less than forty-one 

8 

J 



J CLUB 
PROGRAM 
SERVICE 

INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE 
ON PALES TINE 

State Legislatures, re pre en ting approximately 8 5 % of the population 

of the United States, ha e adopted Re lutions along these lines. 

This activit was supplcm nted b) a Petition in similar tern1s signed 
b 40 State Governor and ubmitted to the President immediatel . -
prior to his departure for hi hi toric conference with the British Prime 

l\1inister and l\1arshal talin in Berlin. The Petition was initiated under 

the sponsorship of Governor l\1oore f Utah, as Chairman of the Confer
ence of State Governor , togeth r with the Governors of ew York, 
l\1assachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. 

The American Pale tine Committee and the Christian Council 

jointl_ sponsor a lecture bureau "Club Program crvice," " 'hich stimu

lates an interest in the Palestine question on the part of communit , 

coilege, church and women's groups, as ·well as radio broadcasting sta

tions throughout the country, and also provides these groups with effec
ti e lecturers. 

Club Program Ser ice has also f tered the development of promi

nent non-Jewish platforn1 per onalities, and today has several hundred 
pro-Zionist Christian lecturers available to audiences in the United 

States. In this fashion the Briti h and Arab anti-Zionist propagandists 
have been counteracted, and the Zionist position presented e.ff ectively 

throughout America. 

Early in oven1ber, 1945 there took place in \Vashington an Inter
national Christian Conf ere nee on Palestine, which was attended by rep

esentatives of no less than thirty nations. Among a number of dis
tinguished guests , ho came to America to attend the Conference were 

l\1rs. Lorna vVingate, wido,v of the British General, Orde Charles Win

gate, and Senator Gonzalez Videla, rccentl. elected President of the 

Republic of Chile. As a result of the Conf erencc the "World Committee 

for Palestine" was established, "ith Sir Ellsworth Flavelle of Canada as 
Chairman. The World Committee for Palestine has been \Vorking in 
close association ,vith the American Christian Palestine Committee and 

has concerned itself more particularly with the Latin American countries 

and Canada. The World Committee recent! arranged for Dr. Gustavo 

Gutierrez, a prominent Cuban per onality, " ho had become keenl. 
interested in the problem of the Jewish people and of Palestine (which 
he has recently visited) to tour the South American countries, where he 

established many important contacts. 
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Organized American labor, too, has made an important and 
positive contribution to the Zionist effort. 1\1any labor leaders indi
viduall , as well as numerous trade unions, have placed themselves on 
record in support of Zionist ain1s. The American Jc\ ish Trade Union 
Co1nmittee, headed b 1\1r. 1\1ax Zaritsk , has been especially effective 
in obtaining adherence to the Zionist program of the federated trade 
union groups. Indicative of the attitude of organized labor in behalf of 
Jewish aspirations in Palestine ma be mentioned the f ollo\ving: On 
September 11, 1944, the e, York State C.1.0. Conference adopted a 
resolution similar in terms to the Palestine Resolution then pending before 
Congress; on September 21, 1944 and October 2 3, 1945, the Ohio State 
Federation of Labor and the e\v Jerse State C.1.0. likewise adopted 
pro-Palestine resolutions; on ovember 13, 1944 the ational Conven
tion of the American Federation of Labor unanimously approved the 
Palestine resolution "\:vhich , as submitted to the Conference, and in
structed its President, William Green, to use his good offices in behalf 
of the fulfillment of the purpose of the resolution. The Council of 
Industrial Organizations, at its ational Convention, also placed itself 
on record in favor of the Palestine Resolution in Congress and the estab
lishment of a Jewish Commonwealth. 

The American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council have 
issued a considerable number of pamphlets ,vhich have been ,videly 
circulated. These include "The Voice of Christian America"; Sumner 
Welles' recent "Palestine's Rightful Destiny"; "The Arabs and Pales
tine" by Albert Einstein and Eric Kahler; "Before the Bar of History," 
a discussion of the Arab question b. the Reverend Wendell Phillips; 
Professor Eduard Lindeman's "Palestine, Test of Democracy," and 
American editions of the Re ercnd Dr. orman i\tlacLean's scathing 
indictment of Britain's immigration policy under the White Paper, 
entitled "His Terrible Swift word," and of Victor Gollancz's "No
where to Lay Their Heads." 

A large number of pamphlets ,vere also issued by the American 
Zionist Emergency Council, and were distributed in many tens of 
thousands of copies to selected individuals and groups throughout the 
country. Some of these pamphlets are "Jews, Arabs and the Middle East" 
by Ephraim Broido; a legal memorandum on "Britain and Palestine" by 
Arthur Lourie; "\Ve Do Not Want to Return to the Past" by Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann; "The Je,rish Case" a statement prepared primarily for the 
delegates to the United ations Conference in San Francisco; "Palestine 
in the Press"-being material from the American press of August 1946; 
Ernst Frankenstein's "Open Letter to Ernest Bevin"; an American edi
tion of "Soldiers from Judaea" a description of the Palestine Jewish 
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lJ_nits b Rabbi Louis Rabinowitz, forn1er Chief Chaplain of the British 
Eighth Arm); and a jubil e edition of Herzl s "Jc\\ i h State." In addi
tion, the Council has been activcl concerned with the promotion of 
Ernst Frankenstein's Ju tice for 1\ly People" (Dial Press), Professor 
Carl Friedrich's mcrican P licy Toward Palestine" (Public Affairs 
Press), Dr. Walter C. Lowdern1ilk's 110\v renowned volume "Palestine 

' Land of Promise" (Harper's), and To \Vhon1 Pale tine?" b Frank 
Gervasi (Appleton Centur ) . 

The Council pubii hes Jurrher, a monthly bulletin of information 
and opinion called "Pale tine,' which is widely distributed a111ong gov
ernn1ent, acaden1ic and journalistic circles. The Council was also re
sponsible for the publication in 1945 of an important olun1e, ' An1erica 
and Palestine," which gives the histor of America's deep and continuous 
interest in the Jewish National Home over a period of 1nan . cars. 
The book includes all important documents bearing on the ubject and 
records the opinions of o er 400 rncmb rs of th Congress of the United 
State at the tin1e-77 % of the ntire body-in fa or of Zionist 
a pirauons. 

A Research Department of the En1crgency Council was established 
in 1943 headed b Dr. I. B. Berkson, who directed its activities until 
1946. This department pro ed an imporrnnt adjunct to the ,vork of the 
Council. It has had the use on loan of the valuable collection of the Esco 
Foundation, and has itself built up an extensive collection of docu
mentar material relating to Palestine. The Research Department pub
lishes a monthly review of developn1ents , ith regard to Palestine, en
titled "Palestine Affairs," which has been enthusiastically received in 
academic and other circles. The Zionist Archives and Library have also 
proved an invaluable supplementar source of reference and research. 

The most important step tal·en b the American Zionist Emergency 
Council on the political front wa the introduction of the Palestine Reso
lution in both Houses of Congress. In 1944, the effective date of the 
White Paper guillotine on Jewish immigration into Palestine ·was 
approaching. ot onl_ \\'as it ti1nel_ r that the Congress of the United 
States should again, after an interval of nearly a quarter of a century, 
place itself unequivocall_ on record in favor of Zionist aspirations, but 
the ver discussion of our problem in this great forum of public opinion 
,vas in itself a political event. The Resolution served as a target, further, 
on ·which the Council could eff ectivcl concentrate its propaganda. It 
, as a step taken onl after long and critical deliberation and after a 
systematic canvass of Congressional opinio~ both through the Local 
Emergency Committees and through the Washington Bureau, had been 
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made. The introduction of the Resolution in the House of Representa
tives was preceded by warn1 statements of endorsement on the part of 
the leaders of both of the great political parties. Similarly, the introduc
tion of the Resolution in the Senate, under the sponsorship of Senators 
Wagner and Taft, \ as preceded by strong supporting statements by 
both the majority and minority leaders of that body. Hearings took place 
before the House Foreign Affairs Committee for four days in the month 
of February, 1944. The Zionist position ,ras presented with great dis
tinction by the Zionist leaders, including Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise, Mr. 
Emanuel eumann, Dr. Israel Goldstein, l\1r. Herman Shulman, Mr. 
Louis Lipsky, Rabbi \,\ olf Gold, l\lr. David Wertheim, Mrs. Moses P. 
Epstein, Dr. James G. Heller and others not directly associated with the 
Zionist organizations. The officially published reports of the Hearings, 
indeed, contain one of the most complete, \Yell-documented and con
vincing statements of the Zionist case in existence. Magnificent support 
came from the Local Committees. From centers, large and small, 
throughout the country, hundreds of thousands of letters, postcards 
and telegrams poured in upon the l\1en1bers of the Senate and the House. 
Congressmen .... were unanimous in stating that they had seldom seen such 
a remarkable expression of public interest in a piece of legislation. 

One immediate result of all this was that the "conspiracy of silence" 
on the Palestine issue, which seemed to have developed in Washington, 
was effective! broken. Less than a year previously, there had even been 
the danger that an official demand might be issued, backed up by the 
authority of the chiefs of the Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain, calling for a cessation for the time being of all discussion 
of the Palestine question. This proposal had been shelved only after the 
most strenuous efforts on the part of the then leaders of the Council. 

O\Y, Palestine was definite! placed on the agenda of public opinion 
as one of the vital issues of the hour, and the justice of the case for a 
Jewish Palestine was brought home to the American people as never 
before. 

Unfortunate! , at a critical moment in the consideration of the 
Resolution by the House Foreign Aifairs Committee, the War Depart
n1ent brought about a postponement of action on military grounds. It 
was nevertheless apparent to the National Administration that Congress 
\i as over\ helmingly in favor of the Resolution and that a large section 
of American public opinion ·was deeply concerned over the deferment 
of action on the measure. In response to this tremendous public pressure, 
the President, on March 9, 1944, issued what ,vas the first clearcut 
expression of sympath , ith Zionist aims to come from a leader of any 
of the great po,vers since the beginning of the war. The President 
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authorized Dr. il er and Dr.,, i e, Co-Chairmen of the Council, to issue 
in hi name a public statement to the effect that 'the American Go ern
n1ent has 11e r gi en it appro al t the \Vhitc Paper of 1939 ... and 
that when future decisi n arc reached full justice \ ill be done to those 
who seek a Jc\\ ish ational 1-Iom .' The Pre idcnt's statement ,vas the 
mor significant coming a • it did immediatel following a series of pro
tests to \\ a hington from variou. rab tate expres ing concern with 
the An1erican attitude 11 the Pale tine i uc. 

, Yhilc Congr ional acti n n the Pale tine Re lution \\ as for the 
time being d f erred, the Council did n t u pend it activitie . In the 
sumn1er of 1944 both the Republican and Democratic parties held their 
national conventions-prior to th national lccti ns-and the Council 
therefore hifted it political front from ,, a hingt 11 to Chicag , where 
these conventions were taking place. 

In June, 1944, the Republican Part adopted a forthright plank on 
Pale tine pledging un qui ocal upp rt to the full Zioni t program. This 
\Vas follo, ed in Jul , 1944, b the Pale tine plank in the platform of 
the Democratic Party, which put the party of the ational Administra
tion on record as follows: 

' JVe favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish 
innnigration and colonization and such a policy as to result in 
tbe establish11ze11t tbere of a free and denzocratic Jewish co11z-
11wnwealtb.'' 

These planks represented an act unprec dented in American political 
histor and served dra1natically to give notice that the American people 
were overwhelmingly in mpath , ith the ainis of the Zionist move
ment. 

Subsequent! , on October 1 5, 1944, in his historic message to the 
Zionist Organization of America, the late President Roosevelt gave his 
support to the plank in the Democratic platform and stated: 

"Efforts will be 1nade to find appropriate ways and means 
of effectuating this policy as soon as possible. I know how long 
and ardently the Jewish people have worked and prayed for 
the establish11zent of Palestine as a free and de1nocratic Jewish 
Co11l'lnonwealth. I am convinced that the American people give 
their support to this ai11z and if re-elected I shall help to bring 
about its realization." 

This position, as reaffirmed by the President on l\1arch 16, 1945-
vcry shortly before his death. Five \Veeks later, on April 20, 1945, Presi
dent Truman authorized the issuance of a statement to the effect that 
he intended to carry out President Roosevelt's policy, , ith , hich he 
\Vas fully familiar. 

13 



REINTRODUCTION 
OF THE 
RESOLUTION: 
RESIGNATION OF 
DR. SILVER 

In October 1944, the n1ilitary objection to the passage of the Con
gres ional Resolution, as, ithdrawn. In the light of the planks adopted 
b both the Den1ocratic and Republican Parties, as well as of the state
ment of October 1 5 of President Roosevelt, it was decided that an effort 
should be made to reopen the matter of the Congressional Resolution 
which had lain dormant since the previous l\1arch. Before taking action 
in the matter, ho\\'ever, clearance for the Resolution was sought from 
President Roose elt and Secretar of State Stettinius; but, instead of the 
expected concurrence of the Adn1inistration, vigorous opposition on the 
part of the President and l\1r. Stettinius ,vas encountered. Late in 

ovember the Taft-Wagner Resolution, as it ,vas called, came up for 
action again in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, where it 
,vas considered at three succes ive meetings. The State Department and 
the President, however, ren1ained obdurate in their position that the 
passage of the Resolution " 'as inopportune. The matter came up for a 
vote in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on December 1 1, 1944. 
On this occasion l\1r. Stettinius made the last in a series of personal 
appearances before the Committee, and, in the name of the National 
Administration, argued against its passage. Such pressure from the Execu
tive branch of the American Government made it impossible to pass the 
Resolution, and it ,vas finally tabled by a bare majority in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

' 

A violent controversy had developed within the Council when the 
Administration's opposition to action on the Resolution, as encountered. 
Some members of the Council thought it inadvisable to proceed with the 
matter and assured leaders of the Governn1cnt that they ,vould not press 
for the Palestine Resolution against the wishes of the Administration. 
Dr. il er, supported b other men1bcrs of the Council, took a different 
view of the situation. He felt that every effort should be made to induce 
the dministration to withdraw its opposition to the Resolution-which 
opposition was diametrically opposed to the stand taken publicly by 
President Roosevelt and his part . 

U nf ortunatel , the proponents of these nvo different vie,vs also 
adopted conflicting procedures in vVashington. Thus, ,vhile Dr. Silver 
sought to carr out the Councils decision to seek the removal of Admin
istration opposition, other Zionist leaders inf armed official Washington 
that the were not pressing for the Resolution. Fallowing the tabling of 
the Palestine Resolution, the far-reaching controversy within the Council 
culminated in the resignation of Dr. Silver from his position as Co-Chair
man of the Council and Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

In the reorganization which f ollo,ved, Dr. Wise was 'elected Chair
man, and Dr. Hayim Greenberg became Chairman of the Executive 
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Comn1ittee, with the late i\lr. Herman hulman a Chairman of a mall 
Admjni trati c Committee. 

The af oremcntion d contro er y wa not c nfined to the Zioni t 
leadership but al o agitated the Zi nist rank and file thr ugh ut the 
countr r . In the m nth that followed, the i ues were d bated through
out America and it became clear that the iew repre. ented b_ Dr. il er 
-that favoring a program of militant political action to move the 

ational Adn1ini tration to follow a line in keeping with its own public 
pledges-was ictoriou in the arena of public opinion. rfhe demand for 
a do ing of Zioni t rank and for th recall of Dr. .. il er to acti e 
leadership became ever 111 re in i tent, and finall r, in July, 1945, there 
was a further reorganization. Dr. Silver and Dr. \ Vi e became Joint 
Chairmen of the Council and Dr. ilver was elected Chairman of the 
Executive Com1nittee. 

The Resolution \\'as ub equently reintroduced into Congre s in 
somewhat revised form, and this time, after a further brief hearing in 
the House F orcign Affairs C mmittee, where the Zionist po ition , as 
effectivel stated by ~Ir. Emanuel cun1ann, and after a full debate on 
the floor of the Senate, was at length passed by oven hcln1ing tes on 
December 17, 1945, in the Senate and on Decen1ber 19, 1945, in the 
House. The Joint Resolution concluded as follo,vs: 

" ... Therefore he it RE OLVED by the Senate (the House 
of Representatives concurring) That the interest shown by 
the President in the solution of this problenz is berehy co1n-
1nended and that the United States shall use its good offices 
with tbe 1nandatory power to the end that Palestine shall he 
opened for free entry of Jews into that country to the 11zaxi
mznn of its agricultural and econo111ic potentialities, and tbat 
there shall be full opportunity for colonization and develop
ment, so that they may freely proceed witb tbe upbuilding of 
Palestine as the Jewish national honze and in association ,with 
all elernents of the population establish Palestine as a denzo
cratic co11111zonwealth in which all men regardless of race or 
creed, shall have equal rights." 

The passage of the Palestine Resolution by the Legislative branch 
of the United States Government thus confirmed as an exprc sion of 
American polic all of the af orcmentioned public statements in support 
of Zionism. The Resolution also served notice on the British Govern
ment as well as on the American ational Administration, that the 

' American people, speaking through Congress, continue to regard the 
international pledge of a Jewish National Home as morall and lcgall_ 
binding, and will seek its fulfillment. 
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ATTITUDE 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 

Despite these striking expressions of official support for the Zionist 
position, it would be idle to ignore the fact that the Executive branch of 
the Government of the United States has not in the past been vigilant 
to secure that this sentiment of the American people and Congress should 
be reflected in action. Too often there has been an unfortunate contra
diction between American official pronouncements favoring the Je,vish 
National Home and concrete action to,vards their fulfillment. 

Thus the declaration of the President of March 1944, that the 
United States had never approved the White Paper and that full justice 
,vould be done to those ,vho seek a Je,vish National Home, was not in 
fact f ollo,ved by an official representations to the British Government. 
Indeed, as if to indicate that it ,vas not to be inf erred from this declara
tion that the American Government \\'as embarking on a ne,v policy 
to" ards Palestine, a telegram ,vas sent b. the State Department, ,vith 
the approval of the President, to the heads of the Arab countries, renew
ing assurances previously given that no decision on Palestine would 
be reached without full consultation between both Arabs and Je\\rs. 
Similarly, President Roosevelt's admirable statement to the Convention 
of the Zionist Organization of America of October 1 5, 1944, was not 
followed up by any action. On the contrary, as already indicated, when 
the Palestine Resolution ,vas revived following the ·withdrawal of the 
objections of the War Department, strong opposition was encountered 
from the President and Secretary of State Stettinius. The matter ,vas 
brought into the open in connection ,vith the publication by Secretary 
of State Byrnes, in October, 1945, of the exchange of correspondence 
benveen President Roosevelt and King lbn Saud. In dealing ,vith this 
correspondence, the Emergency Council issued a widely publicized 
statement in which it, as pointed out that, despite the unbroken chain 
of pro-Zionist promises and pronouncements on the part of the American 
Government, the policy they expressed had not been translated into 
action and that, on the contrary, by numerous acts and omissions on the 
part of the Administration the Arab leaders had been emboldened to 
allege that the American Government ,vas, in fact, withholding its sup
port from the Zionist cause. The statement of the Emergency Council, 
which ,vas issued in the form of a letter to the Secretary of State, went 
on to review the situation in the light of the lbn Saud correspondence 
and concluded by pointing out that the menacing words of the spokes
men of countries which had not lifted a finger in their own defense 
during the ,var should not be allo,ved to deflect the United States Gov
ernment from a just course of action ,vhich had received over,vhelming 
endorsement on the part of the American people. 

It seems clear that not until late in August, 1945 did the United 
States Government take any action or make any representations to the 
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THE 
UNITED NATIONS 
CONFERENCE AT 
SAN FRANCISCO 

ANGLO-AMERICAN 
COMMITTEE 
OF INQUIRY 

British G vcrnn1cnt, either to open the doors f Pale tine t Jewish 
immigration or to Ii e up to the obligations which it had assumed. 
In that n1onth Pre idcnt Truman cnt hi now-famous letter to Prime 
1\linister Attlee rcquc ting that 100,000 certificates be granted for the 
immigration of Jews into Pale tine. ~fhe fir t real tep f rward wa thus 
taken in the direction of int r cning acti cl~, in the Pale tine situation 
and of putting an end to \\'hat had de loped into a danger us stalemate. 

Representatives of the mcrican Zioni t Em rgency Council pla ed 
a cry active part in collaboration \\-ith the Je\\'i. h gency for Pale. tine, 
in seeking to protect the right of the Jewi h people in regard to Pale tine 
at the United ations Conf rence at ~ an Franci co in April and la_ , 
1945. The Zioni t represcntati cs kept in clo touch with de clopment 
in the Tru tceship and oth r relevant committee and b. c tablishing 
and maintaining contact with members of the kc delegations, as well 
as b the circulation of specially prepared memoranda and other appro
priate material, the kept the Confer nee delegates full informed on 
the Zionist point of vie, . These effort ,vcre succcs ful, to the extent 
that a special safeguarding clau e was eventually introduced into Article 
80 of the Trustee hip Chapter of the Charter of the new Internati nal 
Organization, ,vhose specific purpo e it is to preserve c i ting Jc, ish 
rights under the Palestine ~1andate. ~fhis docs not, of cour e, provide 
an answer to the fundamental que tion regarding the political future of 
the Jc, ish National Home. An decisi n on that question ,vas outside 
the scope of the San Franci co Conference which was concerned , ith 
general principles and not , ith individual territories. At the amc time 
the inclu ion of the safeguarding clause \\'a important, since ,vithout it 
the special rights and position of the J wi h people in regard to Pale tine 
might \\'ell have been prejudiced b_ the tatcment of general principle 
laid dov.rn in the Trusteeship Chapter in respect to dependent territories 
as a whole. 

In August and September, 1945, it became evident that the Labor 
Government ,vas about to repudiate the promises to which, as a party 
out of office, it had committed itself over man cars in connection \ ith 
the Jewish National Home. On September 2 3, Dr. Silver and Dr. \Vi e 
issued a statement declaring that the Jc,, ish people would resist to the 
bitter end the reported British dcci ion to continue the White Paper 
polic . In order to give voice to the indignation of American Jcwr at 
this betra al of pledges, a demonstration , as held at short notice at 
Madison Square Garden on September 3 oth, '\ hich was filled with a 
capac1t audience of 2 2 ,ooo together , ith a gathering outside of 4 5 ,ooo 
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"Another 
Time-Consuming 
Investigation" 

more. Mass demonstrations were also held in approximately 3 o other 
large centers throughout the country and in some cities the British 
Consulate \ as picketed. A month later a huge open-air demonstration 
(referred to earlier in this report) dre,,, a cro,vd of 200,000 people to 
~1adison Square Park. 

At about this tin1e reports appeared in the press to the effect that 
an Anglo-American Committee of Inquir , as to be set up to investi
gate the position of the Je"vs of Europe, as ,vell as the situation in Pal
estine. On October 30, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise, as Joint Chairmen 
of the Council, submitted a statement to the President from which, in 
the light of subsequent events, it is of interest to quote the following: 

"Within the last seven years, three major intergovernmental 
Conferences and Conzmittees, in addition to our own War 
Refugee Board appointed in 1944 and already dissolved, have 
sought to deal with the question of Jewish refugees and of 
Jewish immigration ... Each of these efforts ended in dismal 
failure, stemming from the central assumption that the doors 
of Palestine, unlawfully barred to Jewish immigration by the 
British Govern1nent under the terms of its JVhite Paper of 
1939, must reniain barred . .. 
"We beg of you not to countenance further com111issions and 
inquiries at a continued cost in human life and human misery, 
which can only ascertain facts already well known. 
"What is urgently needed, is not another roving expedition 
or a further ti1ne-consuming investigation, but immediate con
crete measures in conf 0T1nity with a policy long established and 
clearly defined by valid international agreements. No inquiry 
can be acceptable which does not base itself on the internation
ally recognized right of the Jewish people to reconstitute their 
National Home in Palestine. For such an International Com
mission to set out upon its quest without reference to these 
basic legal and political considerations is to embark upon a sea, 
without chart or compass, without a point of departure or a 
port of destination ... It is evident that commissions are no 
substitute for action clearly indicated." 

A further statement , as issued by the Council on November 14, 
1945, in response to the announcement of the appointment of the Com
mittee of Inquiry and Mr. Bevin's accompanying remarks. 

The Inquiry Committee opened its hearings in Washington in 
Januar , 1946. Dr. Silver ,vas of the opinion that the Committee was a 
palpable delaying device and an excuse for inaction, and he therefore 
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Committee of 
Inquiry's Report: 
America's Reaction 

urged that the m vem nt h uld ignor the Committee and should not 
appear before it. However, in line with the decision taken b the \Vorld 
Zioni t Executiv to cooperat with the Committee, a full presentation 
of the Zionist case ,va made b T r pre entativc of the Emergenc Coun
cil at the Committe ' c ion. in \ \ a hingt n. In addition to oral e i
dencc by leaders of the Zioni t moven1ent in this countr , printed 
briefs, including an excellent c mpcndium of the relevant documents 
together with a brief running 01nmentary ,vere ubmittcd on different 
aspects of the problems with which the Con1mittee of Inquir was 
concerned. 

In order to kc p in touch with the \\'ork of the Committee of 
Inquiry as that body proceeded on its investigation in Europe and in 
the T car East, arrangement were made for representatives of the 
En1ergenc Council to attend the hearing of the Committee through
out its travels in an unofficial capacity, and to keep the Council informed 
of developments as they arose. 

The Committee of lnquir issued its Report at the end of April, 
1946. hortl before the publication of the Report, the leaders of the 
Emergency Council were appri ed of its contents and it became clear 
imn1ediately that \ hilc the Report had certain positive aspect -in par
ticular a recommendation for the immediate transfer to Palestine of 
100,000 Jews from the displaced per ons' camp and the virtual abroga
tion of the White Paper-it long-term recommendations were not such 
as could commend thcmsclve to the Zioni t movement. In consequence 
of representations which \Vere at once 1nadc in Washington, the Presi
dent, in releasing the text of the Report, issued a statement which drew 
an important distinction between the immediate and the long-term 
recommendations. That stat m nt f rm d the ba is of further Zionist 
action in the United tates until the new ituation that \Vas created bv 
the adoption of the Resolution by the \-Vorld Executive in August, 1946, 
expre sing readine s to negotiate on the basis of a Je\ ish State in a part 
of Palestine. Thus on A lay 18, 1946, a telegram was sent by the Joint 
Chairmen of the Council to the cting Secretar of State in connection 

ith the ne, consultations , hich had no\v been proposed, urging that 
it be made immediatel clear that the proposed consultations did not 
involve the recom1nendation of the Anglo-American Committee of In
quiry for the immigration forthwith of 100,000 Je\vs. The telegram ex
pressed astoni hmcnt and di ma that despite the admittedly urgent need 
for action to relieve the tragic plight of the survivors of azi terror; 
despite the lapse, further, of more than eight months from the President's 
initial request to the Prime Minister for their entry into Palestine; and 
.finally despite the unanimous recommendation in this connection of the 
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Morrison Plan: 
American Reaction 

Anglo-American Con1mittee of lnquir , it appeared that instead of im
mediate action to transfer the 100,000 to Palestine, the whole matter 
would be further dela) cd and confused under cover of the alleged need 
for consultation. 

The same criticism was expressed in response to a written com
munication subsequent! received from the Department of State (1\tlay 
2 o) inviting the comments or suggestions of the Council with regard 
to the various matters discussed in the Report of the Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry. 1~he Report, it ,vas pointed out, in its recom
n1endation for the immediate grant of 100,000 imnugration certificates 
to Palestine, ,vhile confirming the request of the President, had merely 
reaffirmed the findings of i\ir. Earl Harrison and of numerous other 
official investigators. It had in this respect added nothing to facts well 
known at the time of its appointment. In the circumstances, further con
sultations and comments appeared meaningless except to produce delay 
,vhere immediate action was called for and to confuse ,vhere the issue 
had long been altogether clear. 

On June 11, 1946, the President appointed a Cabinet Committee on 
Palestine and Related Problems. The Committee consisted of the Secre
taries of State, of War and of T reasur , and its stated purpose was to 
assist the President in the "early consideration of the recommendations 
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry," in vie,v of the urgency 
of the solution of various problems relating to the Jews in Europe and 
in Palestine. Thereafter, American technical experts ,vere sent to London 
to work out with the British the logistics in connection ,vith the transfer 
of the 100,000. And, finally, the Cabinet Co1nmittee dispatched its three 
deputy members, led by i\lr. Henry F. Grad , to meet with a corres
ponding British group for the purpose of implementing the recom
mendations of the Committee of Inquiry. The product of these discus
sions, however, ·was the Grady-i\1orrison report, ,vhich represented a 

. radical departure from the recommendations of the Committee of 
Inquiry. The Grady-1\1orrison proposal for a scheme of provincial "au
tonomy" in Palestine, in which the Je,vish people ,vould be restricted to 
an area of some 1,400 square miles, and in respect of ,, hich Jc, ish im
migration "ould still be subject to the over-riding decision of the man
dator power, evoked the strongest reaction on the part of the Zionists 
of America. Immediate and energetic action ,vas undertaken in Wash
ington and under pressure of an aroused and indignant American public 
opinion, the President ·was dissuaded from giving American support 
to the scheme. 

In expressing American Jewry's vigorous demand for immediate 
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THE MOST RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS 

action to admit the Je\ ish survivors of Europe into Palestine, the Council 
received magnificent cooperation from the Jewi h War \ Teterans of the 
United States. Almost 5,000 veterans of World \Vars One and Two 
converged on v\ ashington on Jul 14, 1946 in a protest march against 
British polic in Palestine. The veterans' parade in \Vashington and their 
meetings ith President Truman, Under- ecretary of State Acheson 
:111d Lord Inverchapel, the British mba ad r, were ,vid 1_ reported 
m the press, in nc, srecls and ov r the radio. This demonstration con
tributed great! towards the 1nobilization f n1erican public opinion in 
support of Zionist den1ands. 

A few months prior to the recent elections of ove1nber 5, the 
Emcrgcnc Council launched a nationwide program of action to dem
onstrate American Je\ r 's deep dissati faction over the ational Ad
ministration's record on Palestine. A special committee-the Zionist 
Actions Committee-\ as formed, \ ith Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt as 
chairman, Louis Segal as treasurer and Rabbi ~lax Kirshblum as secre
tar , to conduct a program of ma education "ith regard to the a
tional Administration's failure to act in accordance with its pledges on 
Palestine. It was clear that in voicing the demand that the American 
Government in1n1ediatcl fulfill its commitments regarding Palestine, 
the Emergcnc Council was supported b_ an overwhelming majorit 
of the American people. 

The results of this can1paign were reflected in the steps \ hich the 
Administration took during the 1nonth of October, 1946. On October 
4, President Truman issued a staten1ent in which he declared that 
"substantial imn1igration into Pale tine cannot \ ait a solution to the 
Palestine problem and . . . should begin at once." The President said 
further that due to \ idespread American opposition to the ~1orrison 
plan he could not give his support to it. Referring to the Jewish Agency's 
proposal for "the creation of a viable Jewish state in control of its own 
immigration and econon1ic policies in an adequate area of Palestine in
stead of in the whole of Palestine," President Truman expressed his 
belief that "a solution along these lines " ould command the support of 
public opinion in the United States," and \ ent on to say: 

"I cannot believe that the gap between the proposals which 
have been put forward is too great to be bridged by men of 
reason and good will. To such a solution our Govern1nent 
could give its support." 

An1erican Zionism's reaction to this declaration was contained in 
the Emergency Council's statement of October 9. That statement de-
clared: 
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"Public Expressions 
Do Not Suffice" 

" ... we most earnestly and respectfully urge the President to 
rnake full use of the influence and authority of his high office to 
the end that effective action be taken without delay in fulfill
rnent of the spirit of his state'ment. Nothing can satisfy the pub
lic conscience save the early movement of displaced and home
less Jews into Palestine, the prompt cessation of British assaults 
on Jewish refugees and a balt to the brutal repression practiced 
in Palestine. This alone can be accepted as an earnest of a new 
and constructive policy resolutely to be pursued with all the 
vigor which the critical situation demands ... 

"Unhappily , past experience, the bitter disappointments and 
disillusionments which have followed upon earlier pronounce
nzents have ripened into the conviction that public expressions, 
however sincere and well-meaning, do not suffice. It has be
come evident that the tragedy of a whole people exposed to 
bestial persecution, mass slaughter and continuing homelessness 
cannot and will not be re111edied unless our Government exert 
sustained and vigorous effort to secure swift and favorable 
action to the end that heartening promises shall be realized in 
deeds." 

On October 2 5, Secretary of State Byrnes was moved to make 
public a statement denying that the State Department was not giving 
full support to the Palestine policy stated by the Preside~t. In a letter 
to Dr. Wise, l\1r. Byrnes declared that "the statement made by the 
President on October 4th with regard to Palestine and to Jewish im
migration into Palestine is, of course, an expression of the policy of 
this Government. With this policy I am in hearty accord." 

Ho,vever, American Zionism's demands for concrete action by the 
American Government continued unabated - and on October 2 8 
President Truman issued the text of his letter to King Ibn Saud, in 
which he declared: "It is only natural ... that this government should 
favor at this time the entry into Palestine of considerable numbers of 
displaced Jews in Europe, not only that they may find shelter there, but 
also that they may contribute their talents and energies to the upbuilding 
of the J e,vish national home." 

The President furthermore rejected lbn Saud's accusations against 
the Jews, declaring that he is "convinced that responsible Jewish leaders 
do not contemplate a policy of aggression against the Arab countries ad
jacent to Palestine." He rejected also lbn Saud's charge that the Pres
ident's statement of October 4 was inconsistent with the position 
he had taken earlier. 
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AFTER THE 
ELECTIONS 

CONCLUSION 

Thus, for the fir t time, the unwarranted intcrf crence of King Ibn 
Saud in the Palestine situation wa dealt with in a forthright manner by 
the President of the United tate . 

On ovcn1bcr 5 the Republican Party wa victorious at the polls. 
Republican now control both Houses of the Congress of the United 
States and ,vill hereaf tcr occupy an important role in determining Amer
ican foreign polic . The Republican Part> 's record of support for 
Zionism has been consistent, and its present leaders include some of the 
most vigorous champions of the Zioni t cause in the world toda_ . It is 
hoped that their warm statement of the past will no\v be followed by 
e.ff orts to bring about action by the American Government in support 
of the Je, ish people's just demands. 

The unbelievabl_ tragic event of the past decade have placed upon 
American Zionists a fateful responsibility for the future of the Jewish 
people and of Palestine. There can be no doubt that the Jews of Amer
ica as a ,vhole are deeply consciou of the hi toric role , hich they have 
been called upon to pla . In the deci ions that arc to be taken affecting 
Palestine, the influence of the American Government and of American 
public opinion may , ell be decisive. 

The American Zionist Emergenc Council has sought to channel
ize and make effective not onl the mass sentiment of American Jc, ry 
for Palestine, but also the gre;t fund of s mpathy for the development 
of the Je, ish National Home , hich e its amongst large circles of the 
American people as a ,vhole. It will be the purpose of the Council to 
continue so to inform and educate American public opinion that the 
latter will lend to the aim of the establishment of the Jewish Common
wealth the weight of its great moral and political authority. 
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