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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17t N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 24917 • 

This organization combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, a11d continues the worl: of botft organn:afions. 

FOR IMMEDIATE :RELEASE 

CHB.ISTL\lI LEADERS DEl-WJD ~WISH PARTICI:F~Im,r nr 

UN DISCUSSI01'IS OF J?.ALESTI11E 

---
WARN TEAT 1·1EGATIVE OR 1TEUTBAL u.s . .ti.~T!~t,1'E or JEWISH AGEUCY 

PARTICIP.t~TIOU MAY RESULT IU GRA.VE IIiJUSiICE TO JE1'1ISII PEOFLE; 

\TIRE TRW~~, MARSHALL AlTD AUSTIN lOR POSITIVE U.S. ACTION 

Mew York, April 30 -- Thirty Christian leaders todey called upon President 

Trrnnan to give the "active, e_ffirmativo support" of the United States Government 

to the request of the Jewish Agency for Palestine for participation without vote 

in the proceedings of the speciaJ. session of the United Fations Assembly devoted 

to the Palestine question. 

Registering "deep concern" over reports that the United States opposes the 

Jewish Agency's re~ue pt, the Christian spokesZien from various walks of life 

declared in a telegram to tbe President: "It is difficult for us to credit 

reports of such a negative atti tudc on the part of our Govcrnmen t toward a 

request which has aJ.ready commended. itself to the dele;;ates of many countries· 

as complying with the dictates of ele!!lentary justice D.nd fui. r pley." 

"A negative or even a neutral attitude by America may se~ the fate of the 

proposal and d~rive the Jewish people of representation ond voice in proceed

ings of such vital and historic importance to the Jewish future. We earnestly 

and respectfully urge that our Government give its active, affirmative support, n 

they declared. 
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.. 
I 

- 2 -

Signatories of the tele6 ra~ to the President included Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Dean Alfange, Dr. Ralph vT. Sackman, Dr. Daniel A. Poling , 

Professor Eduard C. Lindeman, Ralph McGill, George Biddle, Van Wyck Brooks, 

Edgar Ansel Mowrer, Dr. Philip Wel tner, Judge John Gutnech t, Dean Claude W. 

Sprouse, Mrs. Ruth :Bryan Owen Rohdo, Prof. Halford E. Luccock, r!rs. ,-!alter 

Ferguson, Rev. l?aul o. Cardwell, Mrs. Ualter C. Lowt'..e:.inilk , Dr. HenrJ u. ;iemn.n., 

Rev. Emory s. Bucke, Judge Jmnes w. Dono~ue, Father Georce ]. For(:t, Rev. iCurl H. 

Chworowsky, Professor Charles A. Lee, Dr. Charles J. Turck, Judge Frmk A. Picard, 

Judse Carl E. i:·:ahlstrom, Professor Paul L. Hhnn .. -. , "TttC:.be Daniel !'organ, and E. Y. 

Harburi:::;. 

Identical telegrar.1s were sent to Secretary of State Marsnall anG. Chief u. S. 

Delegate to the United l~ations, Warren R. Austin , 

Speaking on behalf of the Americ nn C'· ristian J? ale~tine Comr:-,ittee of }Jew York, 

Dean Alfange, chairman of tho Corr~ittee, wired Fresident Truman and Secretary of 

State Marshall thv.t if current reports of U. S. opposition to _Je"'d. sh Agency 

:participation in the l'alestine discussions of the m- are correct, tli t will be 

a shameful mockery of all the pledges of assi s ta.nee we have given to the Je':n sh 

people. tt 

11 Such action on our part woulcl elso shock the conscience of even fnir-

minded person. We trust that the United St at~s , in keepir.6 witt its tradition 

of fair play, will support the applicu.tion of t ;1e Jewish Agenc:,. for participation 

and discussion at the United 1·._..tions hcn.rinr_; o~. Palesti:io ," ~r. Alfan;.:e tteclared. 

--~0--
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE CoMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2-4917 • 

This organization combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the worl of both organiiations. 

DE~T .ALF.AlIGE C.ALLS O.i:r TRUI!AN Al-TD !--1.'J\SIIALL FOR 11UMEQ,UIVOC.t\Ln 

STATE1-1EHT OF F,\L:li1STilD: PO:WICY 

u. s. SILEliCE, AFTER SOVIET a; .. s SJ?OKEU r:7 CLF ... \R TE-"91,IS, IS 

FORFEITING LE..'J)EB.SHIP, CHRISTLUT LEi.DER DZCLAP..ES 

New York, Mey 15, 1947 -- Dear.. .iufange, chairman of tlie .A.meric:..n Christian 

Palestine Oonmi ttee of :New Yor2.-.: , tod3Y called u:ron the Govenr,1ent of the United 

States "to state m1equivocal l y its position on the Palestine issue.n 

"By now remainin,5 silent, after the Soviet Union has spol·en in clea r terms, 

the United States is fo rfei tins leadership on a gr,ve issue of world-wicle 

democrc1 tic concern end is at the same time neglect in~~ its s olemn comr; i t r.lent s 

to the Jewish people, 11 Hr. Alfange d.eclureC:. in telegrorii s to President Truman 

and Secretr .. rJ of State !•·.arshc.ll. 

Follo,:;inr; is t he to:ct :.> f Er ... ;J.f [1nge 1 s \·:ire to the President ond t :i.1 e 

Secretary of State: 

"The .A,":'lerican Christi an PaJ.estine Cor.ll:li tt ee, c o~1sti tut eel by lending clergy

men, educc...tors, hiE;h public officin.ls, ru1d. businesE> ar .. d ci vie leaf.ers of the 

Christian fro. th, res]_)ectf .1lly u:i .. ges the Govc1nJ11ent of the Uni tee. States to stn.te 

unequivocally its position on the Paler.t i ne issue. 

113,,r now remai.ninc:; silent, after tl-.1.e Soviet Union has spoken in cleo.r terr.ls, 

the United States is forfeiting leaderscip on a crc.~ve issue of world-l1ide 

democratic concern and is ~t the same time neglecting its solemn commitments 

(more) 
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to the Jewis..11 people. 

"The public policy of the United States t1!i th regard to Palestine has been 

fixed by two resolutions of Congress and by a long line of 1')1·esid.ential declara

ti ons beginning with the administration of Woodrow 1•lilson. :By the terms of these 

.)Ublic pronouncements our Govern .. 1ent stands irrevocably co :-:-imi tted. to the develop

ment of Palestine c1s a Na.ti onc...l Jawi ~1 Eome und to the liftin~ of :::r.imigration 

restrictions UJ)On the Jewish l eo:-,:_, le. T-:e United Sto.t 8s shc'J.ld. rei ter-te a.11d 

reaffirm its policy at this cruc:i.r:.l hour of Jc ,,:t sh c"..esti y, the nore so since 

the smaller states whic1. ~1ave 1~ ot d.evelcpec: [:\. ? o..lenti!le policy ... re lookin:; to our 

Governm.ent for guidance nncl leo.d.er ship. 

1tr.111e .Ar.1erican C: ... ristinn I'~-lestine Co!T'.mitt ee uas org£:nizec: in 1041 on the 

:premise that the democratizati v.1 of Pale s tine unc:er Je iiru~ control is a \:orld

wide pol.:.tic~l issue which impinc;es cl:i.rectly on tl e \r:·1ole problem of democratic 

self-d.etermin, tion and survival. 

11 :Sy supportir..g the case of the Jewish peo le our Government could build u 

bastion of democracy in Palestine, wi' ich is the critic .;;]. nerve center of the 

Uid.dle East, without spendin;~ a single dollar of ~"..l:.' tax payers1 :'.oncy. 

11 W'e therefore respectfull:,,· submit that the Govem:.ient of t!1e united St;;.te s 

should reaffirm, iII1J:1edi ~tely ru1d forthrig.'lltl:r, its previolisly decla: .. e( .. :2osition 

on Palestine in fulfillnient of o··r pled.ge;::; t G t· e J \':l :1i1 people l:.LiO. in further

a11ce of our recently st c,ted policy to strengthen der.iocrac;t in t.,_1e ~-add.le Ea;=;t. 

Our continued silence on this imJ•.inent £:Ld mor.ie..?J..tous issue ·,ill 1:>e ta.-1tru aunt 

to an abandonment of our PalestL e policy, a brcac~1 of oi.1: .. con'!l· tr.icntz to the 

Jeui sh people wid, :nore serious still, a -~orfci ture of ou :::.-- lc~de::.:s1~i l) in wo1·ld. 

affairs. n 
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