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" ORESS RELEASE

Amenican Guristian Patestine CommiTtee

41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
o MURRAY HILL 24917 o

This organization combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the work of both organizations.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CHRISTIAN LEADERS DENAND JEWISE PARTICIPATICN IN
UN DISCUSSIONS OF PALESTINE
WARN TEAT NEGATIVE OR NEUTRAL U.S. ATTITUDE ON JEWISH AGENCY
PARTICIPATION MAY RESULT IN GRAVZ INJUSTICE TO JEVISH PEOPLE;
WIRE TRUMAYN, MARSHALL AND AUSTIN FOR POSITIVE U.Se. ACTION

New York, April 30 -~ Thirty Christian leaders today called upon President
Truman %o give the "active, affirmative support" of the United States Government
to the request of the Jewish Agency for Palestine for participation without vote
in the proceedings of the special session of the United Nations Assembly devoted
to the Palestine question.

Registering "deep concem" over reports that the United States opposes the
Jewish Agency?s request, the Christian spokesmen from various walks of life
declared in a telegran to the President: "It is difficult for us to credit
reports of such a negative attitudc on the part of our Government toward a
request which has already commended itself to the delegates of many countries
as complying with the dictates of elementary justice and fair playe"

"A negative or even & neutral attitude by America may seal the fate of the
proposal and deprive the Jewish people of representation and voice in proceed-
ings of such vi"cal and historic importance to the Jewish future. We earnestly
and respectfully urge that our Government give its active, affirmative support,"
they declared,
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Signatories of the telegram to the President included Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr,
Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Dean Alfange, Dr. Ralph ¥. Sockman, Dr. Daniel A, Poling,
Professor Eduard C. Lindeman, Ralph McGill, George Biddle, Van Wyck Brooks,
Edgar Ansel Mowrer, Dre. Philip Weltner, Judze John Gutnecht, Dean Claude 1.
Sprouse, lirs. Ruth Bryan Owen Rohde, Prof. Halford E. Luccock, iirs. Walter
Ferguson, Rev, Paul 0. Cardwell, Mrs, Walter C. LowCermilk, Dr. Henry N. {fieman,
Rev. Emory S. Bucke, Judge Junes W. Donoghue, Father George Be. Ford, Reve Zarl M.
Chworowsky, Professor Charles A, Lee, Dr. Charles J. Turck, Judge Frank A, Picard,
Judze Carl E. Wahlstrom, Professor Paul L. Hanuo, dudge Daniel organ, anc E, ¥,
Harburg,

Identical telegrams were sent to Secretary of State Marshall and Chief U. S.
Delegate to the United Tations, Warren R. Austin,

Speaking on behalf of the Americun Curistian Palesiine Committee of Ilew York,
Dean Alfange, chairman of the Committee, wired President Truman and Secretary of
State Marshall thet if current reports of U. S. opposition to Jewish Agency
rarticipation in the Palestine discussions of the UN are correct, "it will be
a shameful mockery of all the pledges of assistance we have glven to the Jewish
people.”

"Such action on our part would slso shock the conscience of every fair-
minded person. We trust that the United States, in Keeping with its tradition
of fair pley, will support the applicution of the Jewish Agency for participation

and discussion at the United Iations hearing on Palestine," lr. Alfange declared.
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This organization combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the work of both organizations.

TOR IMEDIATZ RELELSE

DEAY ALFANGE CALLS ON TRUIAN AWD MARSIALL FOR "UNEQUIVOCAL"

STATEMENT OF PALISTINZ POLICY

U. 5. SILENCE, ATTER SOVIET Z»S SPCOXEN I CLEAR TERIS, IS

FORFEITING LE.DERSEIP, CHRISTIAY LEADER DECLARES

New York, May 15, 1947 -~- Dean Alfange, chairman of the Americin Christian
Palestine Committee of New Yorlz, today called upon the Governnent of the United
States "to state unequivocally its position on the Palestine issuel."

"By now remaininz silent, after the Soviet Union has spoken in clear terms,
the United States is forfeitinz leacdership on a grave issue of world-vide
democratic concern and is at the same time neglecting its solemn comuitments
to the Jewish people," Mr. Alfange Geclared in telegrams to President Truman
end Secretary of State Marshell.

Following is the text of lir. .lfange's wire to the President and the
Secretary of State:

"The American Christian Palestine Qommittee, constituted by leading clergy-
nen, educztors, high public officials, and business and civic leaders of the
Christian falth, respectfully urges the Government of the Unitel Steotes to stote
unequivocally its position on the Palestine issue.

"3y now remaining silent, after the Soviet Union has spoken in clear terns,
the United States is forfeiting leadersiip on a grave issue of world-wide

democratic concern and is ot the same time neglecting its solemn commitments

(more)




to the Jewish peoyle.

"The public policy of the United States with regard to Palestine has been
fixed by two resolutions of Congress and by a long line of esidential ceclara-
ticns beginning with the administration of Woodrow Wilson. By the terms of these
public pronouncements our Governizent stands irrevocably cormitted to the develop-
ment of Palestine as a National Jewigh Eome and to the liftinz of immigration
restrictions upon the Jewish peonle. The United Stotes should reitercte
reaffirm its policy at this crucial hour of Jewish cestiny, the nore so since
the smaller states which have not develcped a Polestine policy wre looking to our
Government for guidance anc leadershipe

"The American Christian Palestine Committee was orgenizel in 1041 on the
premise that the democratizaticn of Palestine uncer Jewish control is a world-
wide politicul issue which impinges directly on the wole problem of democratic
self=determination and survival.

"By supporting the case of the Jewish people our Covernment could build a
bastion of democracy in Palestine, which is the criticzl nerve center of the
Micddle East, without spendinz a single collar of cur tax payers! moneye

"We therefore respectfully submit that the Government of tlhie United Stutes
should reaffirm, immediately and forthrightly, its previously declared position
on Palestine in fulfillment of our pledges tc the Jewlsh people and in further-
ance of our recently stoted policy to strengthen democracy in the iilddle East.
Qur continuec silence on this imminent znd momentcus issue will be tantamount
to an abandonment of our Palestine policy, a treach of our comnitments to the

L

Jewvish people znd, more serious still, a forfeiture of our leadersiip in world

affairse"
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