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ARAP IMMIGRATION IN PALESTINE

Though the fact has often been denied by British officisls, official
population statistics published by the Palestine government indlicate that the
Arsd population of Palestine between 1918 and the present has inoreased by sbout
260,000 more than would have been possible on the basis of the annually published
figures for the Arsb birth and death rate. This figure of 250,000 represents the
epproximate figure of Aradb immigretion from neighboring countries into Palestine.
This immigration is the result of the attraction of better weges snd more modern
conditions in Palestine for the populations of the surrounding countries. It is
understood that the Arad immigrants into Palestine have come mainly from Syrie
and Trensjordsn, though there is some immigration from Egypt, Ireq, lebanon, and
other parts of the Arsbespeaking world.

This immigreation heas been fecilitated by wverious lax frontier controls
maintained by the British in the case of Arsbs orossing the border into Palestine.
No "certificates” or other immigrstion permits are required of such Arabs in the
mejority of cases.

In sddition to this process of immigretion from abroad, there goes on

in Palestine & process of internal migration: Arabs from those parts of the coun-

try where Jews did not or were not permitted to settle, and where economic condi-

tions haeve, therefore, remained stetionary and backward, are migrating toward those
perts of the country which, because of Jewish sctivities, have been modernized.
This will explain the fect that purely Areb cities, such es Nablug, Gase, and
Renleh, have not grown, whereas Jaffa, Heife, and the sreas surrounding Jewish
colonies shew & large.inorease in Arab inhabitents.






