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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK '7, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local mitergeney Committees Date July 23, 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The bombing of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem yesterday has shocked us 
all. Tod~ the Hagan.ah, the Resistance Movement of Palestine, disclaimed 
any responsibility for this outrage; and at the same time, the small Irg,m 
Zvai Leumi announced that it accepts responsibility for the bombing. 

The Jewish Agency issued the following statement on the incident yesterday: 

"The executive of the Jewish Agency and of the Jewish 
National Council express their horror at the dastardly 
crime perpetrated by a gang of desperadoes "4lo tod~ 
attacked government offices in Jerusalem and shed the 
innocent blood of government officers and other citizens, 
British, Jewish and Arab. 

"They extend their deepest sympathy to the relatives of 
those who have been murdered and those who have been in­
jured. The Yishuv {Je'#ish community in Palestine) is 
called upon to rise up against these abominable outrages." 

We join the Jewish Agency in expressing our condem."'lation of this dastardly 
act. At the some time, I want to call your attention to the fact that the 
l3ri tish failed to express the same sense of grief and outrage over the 
crimes perpetrated by their troops in Palestine and over the murder of 
peaceful Jewish settlers in Nazi-like attacks by the British Army. 

I am attaching an edi tori.al on the subject which appeared in tod~•s 
New York Post. 



J,PITORIAL RJPllINTED J'ROM NEW YO:RX POST 

TUESDAY, JULY 231 194§ 

TERBOR nr PALESTINE 

The Post has alwqa deplored terrorism in Palestine. The throwing of a 

bomb. the burst of gunfire from a passing car, solves no problems. The extennina,­

tion of a. few men leaves the real source ot the evil policy they execute, untouched. 

It goes on, using new men and new instruments, and the fight becomes even more 

relentless, brutal and difficult of sensible settlement. 

'When Lord Mayne, one of the principal exe cu.tors of the infamous White Paper 

of 1939 fell Tietim to Jewish terrorist bullets, we said, "The conduct of political 

affairs by murder is as reprehensible when practiced by two yomig idealistic 

Hebrews as when 1 t is practiced by :Sri ti sh officials who turn Jews back from 
Palestine's doors to Hitler's Gestapo." 

~we repeat that sentiment. Over 90 people were killed yesterd~ when 
Jerusalem1s Xing David Hotel wich houses the headquarters of the 'British Army 

and the Secretariat of the Palestine Government was blown up. 

Tb.rt was a typical terrorist act. And like all larg~scale terrorist acts 

it stru.clc indiscriminately, at friend as well as foe. It cut down one of our 
correspondents, B.ichard Mowrer, who had been doing a splendid, objective job of 
reporting the Palestine ato17 and 1 ts ba.ck&round. 

A Friend Lies Wounded 

Without sympathizing with the Jewish terrorists, Mowrer had written intelli­

gently and understandingly of the eauses of their outburst. Bow he lies wounded. 

The terrorists did not intend this. It is another illustration, however, of the 

blindness of their methods. 

Yet while we neither excuse nor condone terrorism, 1 t 1 s important that the 

atmosphere which prompts such hysterical. acts be understood. 

It is a fact that when yQU. leave no other course open, you get precieel7 

such acts as the bombing of the ting David Hotel as the result. As Mowrer put it 

in a recent dispatch, as doubtless he would repeat even now, were he able, · "terro~ 

ism in Palestine is a symbol of despair." It is the fruit of :British policy 1n 

the mandate. 

A. Mowrer dispatch from Jerusalem on July 9th explained it brilliantlya 

"Fascist-minded Arab leaders are permitted to retum from German.v. and from exile. 

but Jewish survivors of Hi tler1 s gas chambers are still in barbed-wire camps in 

Gennany ••• There is no habeas corpus in Palestine. Any policeman, any :British 

solider .•• can arrest you on mere suspicion ••• if you give shelter to your 

own mother knowing she is an illegal immigrant, you are liable to eight 7ears' 
imprlaonment •• " 

Is it any wonder that in their rage and despair, betra,-ed and embittered 
men strike out blindly! 
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!.t Happened in I rel and 

A quarter-century ago, another people in another part of the world, facing 

very much the same problem. resorted to the same sort of terrorism. Petitionn and 
recitals of broken pledges having failed, the people of Ireland finally enlisted 
in the Sinn Fein and for the next few years the green isle was drenched in blood . 

and shattered by explosions, The acts of terrorism were equally deploraple then -
Ireland might well have secured her freedom without Sinn Fein outbreaks - but 
they were equally inevitable, 

For Britain in 1920-21 gave the Irish no other course. .6.8 tod~ she leaves 

the Jews of Palestine little alternative to similar blind acts of despair. 

The vicious cycle must be broken at some point. For just as the hopes and 
aspi,ations of men will not be quenched by :British repression, so Jewish terrorists 

will not prevail through bombs. 

We return again to what The Post said edi toriaJ.ly on the occasion of the 
Moyne assassination. "There never would have been a terrorist band in the first 
place if\the British had not deliberately abandoned the democratic process in 
their dealings with Palestine." 

For the real criminal that blew up the King David Hotel yesterdey is a 
policy that has left the Jews of Palestine with no hope and no faith in the 
ordinary, normal ·ways of gaining justice. That policy must be changed • 

• • • 



ol-merican Zion~t Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America July 30, 1946 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

WE ARE TAKIUG 'mE LI:BERTY OF CALLING YOUR ATTENTI OM TO THE FOLL0llI G 
BRIEF UEMORANDUM ON THE PBOPOSED "FEDERALIZATION" PLAN FOR PALESTINE AND TRUS'P 
THAT THIS INFOBMATI0li WILL PROVE USEFUL TO YOU AS :BACKGROUND MATERIAL. 

Though the exact test of the proposal regarding the future of Pale stine 
made by the ~ritish representatives and reported to have been rec0Lm1ended for 
acceptance by the American negotiators has not yet been revealed, enough is 
kno,-m about it to make clear 1 ts general purpose. 

The proposal does not provide for the immediate transference of 100,000 
Jews to Palestine, but makes such transference dependent on the outcome of 
further consultations with Arab States and on the acceptance of a general plan 
concerning the political status of Palestine, In doing this, the proposal 
clearly violates the repeatedly announced policy of the President to hD e the 
100,000 Jews transferred to Palestine immediately and d thout waiting for the 
settlement of Palestine's future status. 

As for the reported plan to "federalize11 Palestine, it is difficult to 
see how either the American Government or its representatives in London could 
have been hood-winked by so obvious a hoax. The purport of the plnn in to 
restrict pennanently the Jewish llational Home to its present ncope, !Tei ther 
further Jewish immigration into the country nor the settlement of Jews outside 
of the tiny ghetto assi[,"Iled to the Jews under that plan could take place unless 
~ri tish authorities and Arab leaders favor it, and past experience has shown 
ho\\· unlikely it is to expect British or Arab concurrence in this regard. 

Oloser scrutiny of the "self government" to be given to the Jews in their 
tiny area reveals that thi a too is nothing but a mockery: the rulers trould be 
appointed by the British; all major questions would be reserved to the Bri ticll; 
and the f al'- reaching veto powers claimed by Britain would reduce the "self 
governing" bodies to the role of insig:iificant puppets. It would introduce in 
Palestine the regime typical of British Crown Colonies where native chieftains 
selected by a :British administrator and reraovable by him preside over 11 diGtrictn"' 
or "provinces" which are nominally "self goveming. 11 

The plan amounts, therefore, to a continuation of the present unlawf~ 
regime of the 1939 White Paper, violates the Palestine Mandate and the A.'11610-
American Palestine Treaty of 1924, and is utterly incor:oistent both with 
American policy on Palestine as fomulated in the Congressional Reaolutions 
of December 1945 and with the will of the American people as expressed by both 
major political parties in their Nationol Conventions in 1944. 

It is difficult to understand how any representatives of the .Amc:ican 
Government could have recommended such a J,roject, however tentatively, and 
nothing less than a clear rejection of this project by the President of the 
United States could be reconciled ,-nth his own stand and with tra.dition~l 
American policy. 

• • • 

• 



cAmerican Zioni.Jt Cmergencg Council 

CONST ITU ENT ORGAN IZA Tl ONS 
. Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America • 
Peale Zion•Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America July 30, 1946 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

WE ARE TAXING THE LI!ERTY OF CALLING YOUR .A!l'TENTI ON TO THE n>LLOtmJG 
:BRIEF MEMOIWTDUM ON THE PROPOSJ:D "FEDEP.ALIZATION" PL.AN FOR PALESTINE AND Tmrsi 
THAT THIS INFOBMATION WILL PROVE USEFUL TO YOU AS :BACKGROUND MATERIAL. 

Though the exact test of the proposal regarding the future of Palestine 
made by the Bri ti ah representatives and reported to have been recommended for 
acceptance by the American negotiators has not yet been revealed, enough is 
known about it to make clear its general purpose. 

The propGsal does not provide for the imme4iate transference of 100,000 
Jews to Palestine, but makes such transference dependent on the outcome of · 
further consUltations w1 th Arab States and on the acceptance of a general plan , 
coneeming the political. status of Palestine. In doing this, the proposal 
clearl.7 violates the repeatedly announced policy of the President to have the 
100,000 Jews transfe"'8d to Palestine immediatel.7 and without waiting for the 
settlement of Palestine's future status. 

As tor the reported-plan to "f edersli ze" Palestine, 1 t is difficult to 
see how either the American Government or its representatives in London could 
have been hood-wt.nked by so obvious a hoax. The purport of the plan is to 
restrict pemanent].y the Jewish National Home to 1 ts present scope. ?Tei ther 
further Jewish 1mm1gration into the country nor the settlement of Jews outside 
o:f' the tinT ghetto assigned to the Jews under that plan could take place unless 
British author! tiea and Arab leaders favor 1 t, and past experience has shown 
how unlikel.7 it is to expect British or Arab concurrence in this regard. 

Closer scrutiny ot the "self go.emment 11 to be given to the Jews in their 
tiny area reveals that thi a too is nothing but a mockery: the rulers would be 
appointed by the British; all major questions would be reserved to the British; 
ed the f&.1'-reacbing veto powers claimed by Britain would reduce the "self 
goveming1 bodies to the role of insignificant puppets. It would introduce in 
Palestine the regime t7Pical of British Crown Colonies where native chi~tains 
selected by a British adm1niatrator and removable by him preside over "districts• 
or "pro'rinoes• 1llhi ch are nominally II self governing. 1t 

The plan. amounts, therefore, to a continuation of the present unlawf~ 
regime of the 1939 White Paper, violates the Palestine Mandate and the Anglo­
.American. Pa.1.estine Treaty ot 1924, and is utterly inconsistent both with 
Amerl.can policy on Palestine as formulated in the Congressional Resolutions 
of December 1945 and w1 th the will of the American people as expressed by both 
major political parties in their National. Conventions in 1944. 

It is difficult to Ul'lderstand how azq representatives of the American 
Govemment couJ.d have recommended such a }Jroject, however tentatively, and 
nothing le11 than a clear rejeetion of this project by the President of the 
United States could be reconciled w1 th his own stand and with traditional 
American policy. 

• 



At.AERICAN ZIONIST Et.AER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 t.AADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date July 31, 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Once again the devotion and labors of the Zionists of America hav~ bo1ne 
fruit. The President of tho United States today issued the following 
statement: 

"The President has been considering certain recommendations 
of the alternates of the Cabinet Oonmittee with regard to 
Palestine and has decided in view of the complexity of the 
matter, to request Ambassador Henry s. Graey-, and his asso­
ciates to return to Washington to discuss the whole matte~ 
with him in detail. The President hopes that further dis­
cussions will result in docinions which ,-,ill alleviate the 
situation of the persecuted Jews in Eurol'e and in the same 
time contrib,1te to the ultimate solution of longer tenn 
problem of Palestine." 

You know from my \dre to you of July 25th, that we were in a most precarious 
situation. The succeeding d~s brought even more threatening events. As 
of this morning, prior to the opening of the debate on the Anglo-American 
Cabinet Oommi ttee1 s plan in the House of Commons, all indications were that 
not only had the American representatives on the Cabinet Committee approved 
the pernicious ~ritish cantonization plan, but that Secretary of State Bymes 
and Prime Minister Attlee were also in agreement and that a joint statement 
to this effect was to have been issued coincident with the House of Commons 
debate. Fortunately, this did not come to pnas as is indicated by the above 
statement by the White House. Also, fortunately, Dr. Abba Hillol Silver did 
not go to Paris for the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Jewish 
Agency but stationed himself' in Washington from which point he unified our 
forces and our friends in an heroic and successful effort to bring about a 
change in the situation which confronted us. ' 

Much as we ho.ve reason to be grateful for this reprieve. we must under no 
circumstances permit ourselves to believe that it is 8Jl1'thing but a re~rio, • 
We have only succeeded in keeping the question open. We must continue t~ 
exert every- possible pressure on the President, through telegrams fron th~ 
masses of :people, and through intercession on the part of your local Demo-
cratic leaders. 

It would be extremely- valuable now for you to be 1n touch w1 th y-our Oongrese­
men and Senators, requesting that they use the influence which they ccmm,il'ld, 
in behalf of our 1:iovement. Keep up the good work. 

Regards. 

HLS:LD 



. . 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local. Fmergency Committees Date 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

August 5, 1946 

The attached memorandum has been sent to radio commentato::i.·s e._-r1d editorial 

writers throughout the country to supply background material on British 

statements that Great l3r1 tain will turn the Palestine l~andate over to the 

United Nations if the tTnited States does not agree to the "Federalization" 

plan ... • 

Will you please make an effort to place copies of this memor~m.dum in the 

hands of your local newspaper editors and ra.dio commentators. 

Regards. 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zloalst Orcicmlzation o( Amedca 
Mluachl Orcicmlzatlon ol America 
Poc:de Zlon-Z.lre Zion of America 
Zionist ON,cmlzation of America 

AU&Uat 5, 1946 

llA.CIGRO'OlmMATmIAL 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

MIMOWDUM ON DITISH SWEMENTS m.A'! GD.AT lSIITAIN WILL !U1IT THE PJ.LESTID MAIDA.Tl OVD TO TD OHIDD HlTIOIS IJ' 
TD UNITED STABS DOIS HOT AGID TO THI 1 DD11W,IZATICIP Pr.a .•.. 

In recent dqa spokesmen of the llri ti sh Government and. n.rloua 1peakera 1n. the :British House of Common• have nthreatened11 that if the Um.tea States Govem­ment cl.oes not agree to the lrltiah 1 J'edera111ation" plan for Paleetine, :Britain will tum over the Pal.ea tine Mandate to the Uni tecl llationa and vi thdraw fram that country. 

It should be aaid in this connection that the retention of Palestine as a •trategie base under the sole control of :Britain i• notorloual7 the principal a.ill of the llri t11b Oovemment. By controlling Haifa, !ritain also possesses \he oil pipe-line outlet to the Medlterranean. Jor these reasons !ritain looka with die­faTor on any propoNl that would. weaken its hold over Palestine or would reeul t in !rltaln1s having to share control with other c<>-tru.steea. Thia 11 also why the recant British plan of a "federal• Palestine give• Great !rlt&in all really­important functions of Govenuumt. It 11 known that sou.them Palestine is rapidly becoming the principal. llri tiah base 1n the Middle last 1n place of Egpt, and recent reports indicate the forthcoming transfer of !r1t1all heaclquarters from E§pt to Palestine. M8ll1' millions cd pound• are c:urrentl7 being invested by the !rit11h in the conatru.ctim ot permanent milital"7, naval and air establiabments 1 n 1eleetine. 

In tile. circumetancea, the impression which the 1tat•ent1 from Landon seek to create - that :Br1tain 1a control over Palestine 1• a burden of which she would 11ke to be relieved, rather than an anxiouel;y guarded prl vilege - la obviously incorrect. !hia .talk about turning Palestine OTer to the United lationa is a meaningl.eaa bluff. UAder the Charter, the future of Palestine will have to be decided b7 the United llationa in an;y case. But the provi1ion1 of the Charter are such that no decision can be arrived at b7 the Unite4 lTation• without the ccmaent of Britain which hold.a a double veto power - a1 the present Manclato17 an4. •• one of the l31g ftve. Pending a deci11on by the United latS.on1, Britain can continue to 4o a, lhe please■ in Palestine, and no decision can ever be "8.Che4 unless 1 t aat1 afi e1 In tain. Therefore, the gesture ot turning Palu tine over to the United Batione, tor all its appearance of unaelfiah withdrawal, merel.7 enaurea the continuation of the atatua q,uo for an in4efini te period. 

• • • 



' . ' 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist :Ebergency Council Dat, August 16, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed memorandum was sent tod~ to the Chairmen of Local Dnergency 

Comm! ttees. 

BLS:LD 
Enc. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist noergency Council Date 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

A~t S, 1946 

The enclosed memorandum with attachment was sent yesterdq to the 

Chairmen of Local Jmergency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Energency Comni ttees Date August 16, 1946 

From Hi;,rr: L. Shapiro 

liOtlND-UP OF NEW YORK PRESS DISPATCHES ON POLITICAL DEv:E:LOPMll TS 
WITH BEGAP.D TO PALEST! ra 

August 5 - 16 

The turbulent developments on the Zionist political front during the past 
ttro weeks have been reported on the front pages of this cou.'1.try 1s ne,·!3papers 
in dispatches which have often been contradi ctoiy. This round-up of news on 
the Palestine negotiations is designed to give you a clearer picture of the 
si tuo.tion by recording the essential facts as reported by the Hew York metro­
politan newspapers. 

On August 6th two New York Times headl~ne s read: 

"ZIONISTS CONDEMN PLAN ON PALESTINE" and "TRUHAN BZJECTION OM PALESTilTE St":1-1." 

The gist of these two stories wao that President Truman, acting on the advice 
of Democrntic political leaders, had informed the l3ri ti sh Governnent that his 
first impression of the Federalization Plan, recommended by the alternates of 
the Anglo-American Cabinet Cor,vii ttee, WM unfavorable. The New York Times 
dispatch, written by its White House correspondent, James Reston, statecl that 
the Pre3ident had discussed the Federalization Plan with his Cabinet nnd that 
11 onl;r two Cabinet members were sai.1 to have talked in favor of the Federaliza­
tion Plan." 

On August 8th the press first reported that the six American members of the 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry had been called to War~in · ton by President 
Truman to meet with Acting Secretary of Sta.to Acheson nnd the al te1nati;:- ~ of the 
Oabinet Committee, and to discuss the Federalizati0n Plan. It waa noted in the 
New York Herald-Tribune's dispatch that the Anglo-American Couu!littee of Inquiry 
had categorically precluded partition as a solution of the Palestine pro~'llem. 
The dispatch said that "members of this group ( the Anglo-Ame.:icnn Comr.1i ttee of 
Inquiry) privately expressed the opinion that they (the recommendations of the 
Cabinet Committee) do not carry out the proposals of the Anglo-American Inquiry 
Committee." 

On August 9th Felix :Belair, Jr., New York Times Washington corrospondcnt, dis­
closed in an exclusive story thnt the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry was 
unanimous in disavowing the Grady (Cabir, ·--t Col!ll:1ittee) plan for Federalization. 

Mr. Belair reported the substance of the Committee of Inquiry's opinion as 
follows: 
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"1. That Mr. Gr~1s mission violated its mission to work out the 
implementation of the Anglo-American Committee's report by agreeing 
to a virtual nullification of that document and supporting in princi­
ple the restrictive White Paper issued b7 !ritain in 1939. 

"2• On 1 ts merits the proposed federation scheme violates the mandate 
given to l3ri tain over Pales tine by the League of M ati ons in that it 
provides a system of cantonization and re~tricts the free movement of 
people in Palestine." 

On the same cley an article by Frank Gervasi, appearing in the Washington Post, 
attacked the Federalizati.on Plan as a "fraud. n After carefully considering each 
separate proposal wider tho llri ti sh Plan, Mr. Gervasi refuted each point in turn. 
He wrote in conclusion: 

"What the plan amounts to, in effect, is that, in consideration of the 
acceptance by the Jews of all the restrictions which will be imposed 
upon them by the terms of the plan (restrictions which will put them 
in a much worse position than the position which they hold under the 
mandate), they are promised the admission of 100,000 Jews. It is, in 
a wey, an exercise in blackmail. Since the British know how an:::ious 
the Jews are that 100,000 of them should be admitted to Pal est ine 
immediately, they try to get the Jews to sign awa:1 all their rights 
in return for this concession. 11 

On August 10th another Times dispatch by Felix ~elair, Jr. indicated a radical 
shift in the Administration's thinking. The dispatch reported that President. 
Truman was inclined to go along with the :Sri ti sh Federalization scheme, recom­
mended by the Grady Committee, Mr. :Selair 1s story read: 

"Earlier, Dean Acheson, Acting Secretary of State, was understood to 
have instNcted deputies to the Cabinet Committee on Palestine to draft 
a cablegrmn for the President's signature accepting the l3ritish federa­
tion plan in principle but suggesting a greater degree of autonomy for 
the proposed Jewish area, more liberal immigration and relax:ation of 
Jewish land ac~uisition rules. 

"News of the instructions by Acting Secretary Acheson to the Cabinet 
deputies headed by Mr. Grady caused a scnsati~n in Zionist circles, 
whose spokesman had been advised by sources close to the President 
that under no circumstances would Mr. Truman consent to the proposed 
division scheme." 

On August 12th the Associated Press reported that Acting Secretary of State Acheson 
had instructed a committee of experts, working directly under the Grady Connnittee, 
to draw up a proposal based upon the principle of partition, but with the follow­
ing special features: 

1. Creation of a Jewish zone of approximately 1,800 square miles, 
approximately 300 square miles larger than that proposed in the 
:Plan originally offered in London and subsequently disapproved by 
Mr. Truman. 

2. A United States contribution of $300,000,000 to raise the 
economic-social-educational standards of the Arab states. Of this 
sum, $50,000,000 would be ea~marked for the Arabs in Palestine. 

3. Wide latitude for Jews to control immigration w1 thin their zone. 

, 



The dispatch stated: 

"When the partition was first completed by a joint Anglo-American com­
mittee at London two weeks ago, President Truman apparently was ready 
to accept.it. He received a recomnendation from Secretary of State 
Byrnes that he do so, on the ground that the plan offered a practical 
solution. 

''Then the opposition of Zionist leaders became very great. Byrn.es 
withdrew his endorsement, in evident surprise over the strength of 
the opposition, nnd Mr. Trume.n let the British know• informeJ.ly, that 
the plan probably was unacceptable. 

11 Since that time, however, Acheson is reported to have come to the 
conclusion that a coruprornise should at least be seriounly considered 
by Mr. Truman." 

(It should be noted. that the word "partition" in this dis,atch refers to the Grady 
plan for Federalization.) 

On August 14th the :press again reported a. radical change in the Administration's 
views. An exclusive story by Felix :Belair, Jr. in the l-Teu Yo;:Jc. Times carried 
the following headline: 

"TWO FBEE PALESTINE STATES HELD PART OF TRUMAN PLAN." 

Mr. Belair disclosed that the Jewish Agency for l'alentine had been negotiating 
with the American Government and had proposed Pa.J:tition a3 a solution to the 
Palestine problem. 

Mr .... Belair' s dispatch carried the following lead: 

"Washington, August 13 -- A Jewish Agency tor Palestine plan for the 
partitioning of Palestine by the creation uf separate and independent 
Jewish and Arab States and enrly termination of the :Sri ti sh mandate 
has had serious consideration by this Government. With modifications, 
1 t is understood to be included in President Trnman I s reply to Great 
Britain on the Morrison-Grady federation statement•" 

Later in his story Mr. :Belair said: 

"The Jewish Agency plan was brought to Washington late last week by 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann. member of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, follo,·.ring its Paris meeting at which it adopted a public 
resolution ryjecting the Horr! son-Grady scheme of federat ion. 
Another resolution, also adopted at the time but not made public, 
embodied the Agency 1s acceptance of pv.rti tioning but on its own terms. 

"The docwnent was shown by Dr. Goldmann to Acting Secretary of State. 
Dean Acheson, Secretary of the Treasury John w. Snyder and War Secr&­
tary Robert P. Patterson, members of the Cabinet Committee on Palestine, 
and to the ::Sri tish Ambassador, Lord Inverchapel. 

"Members of the Cabinet group with whom Dr. Goldmann conferred sepa,­
rately were particularly interested in the document as offering a 
practical solution to the present impasse." 
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On August 15th a New York Times dispatch by Sidney Gruson, London correspondent 

for that newspaper, carried the headline: 

nu. s. SENDS ATTLEE NOTE ON PALESTINE." 

In his story Mr. Gru.son quoted an "authoritative sourcen who said that there was 

not much difference between Pre~ident Truman I s note to Attlee and the new i)lan 

of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Mr. Gruson wrote: 

"It is bel1.eved here, although no hard det:dls of the Agency's plan 

are yet available, that it would guarantee to the Brit:J.sh the availa­

bility of bases in Palestine for guarding this country's vit ru. Middle 

East interests. It will be subnitted to Colonial Secretary George 

HP.11 by Dr. Nahum Goldm!'nn and Rabbi Stephen s. Wise, American mem­

bers of the Agency's executive who arrived here tonight with Berl 

Locker and Eliezer Kaplan. '!'hey conferred until late tonight ,dth 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the World Zionist Orgnnizn.tion. 

"It is believed that the President has ad,,ocated an increase of 

300 square miles to a total of 1,800 for the Zionist province. The 

British, it is believed, would agree to this if other points of 

differences could be settled." 

The san e issue of the ~ York Times ran the complete text of o. st r .. tement by 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver which assailed the British blockade of Palestine and the 

deportation of Jewish refugees to Cyprus. "' 

On August 16th the Associated Press carried the following di spat ch: 

"London, August 15 - Authoritative Government sources said today 

that the United States had refused to participate in the plan for 

partitioning Palestine, thus fprcing Britain to seek an alternative 

scheme for solving the problem. These infonnants said thr.1.t the 

United States had ad.vised 13ri tain that• as the mo.ndato ry power for 

Palestine, she should go ahead with an~, action that she deemed . 

necessary under the circumstances. Au.thori tative sources here de­

clared that President Truman 1s note to Prime Minister Attlee had 

announced that he could neither accept nor reject the partition 

plan at this time without 11 thc support of the American poo .. le." 

(It should be noted that this dispatch from London is far from clear nnd its 

accuracy ha.s by no means been established. It should also be pointed out that 

the ":partitioning" referred to in this di spat ch is uncloubt edly the plan of the 

Grady Committee.) 

The 1qi:11;1 York Times of Aug,lst 16th carried a special dispatch from London whim 

said: 

"London, August 15 -- The Jewish Agency placed before Colonial 

Secretary George Holl today three conditions for its particip~tion 

in the Government's proposed conference to work out a solution for 

Palestine. 

11 It is al.most certain now that conferences will be held, at the end 

of August or eariy next month. The ·Zionists and the .Arabs will mee:t 

the Government separately. This is considered one of the most hope­

ful of recent developments on Palestine and, as an authoritative 

Zionist source said this afternoon, 1the impasse seems to have been 
broken.' 
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"The Agency's leaders asked the Govemment first, however, to bro~den 

the basis of the conference discussion from the experts' plan and to 

al.low the possibility of the acceptance of a •more radical' scheme. 

Mr. Truman's 1suggestions' and the Agency's o'rm. ideas are included 

in this category. They also asked the Government to release the 

Zionist leaders still held without trial in Palestine and to permit 

the Agency to select the Zionist representatives for the conference. 11 

The J~wish Telegraphic Agency carried the following dispatch on Friday, August 

16th: 

"London, August 15. (JT) -- A delegation of Zionist leaders, led by 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, conferred for two hours toda;f with Colonial 

Secretary George Hall. The delegation consj, sted of Rabbi Stephen 

• S. ,·Tise, Dr. lTahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan and :Serl Locker. 

"After leaving the meeting, Dr. Weizmann said that ar:cangements for 

Je,tish representation a.t the conference on Palestine to be held later 

this month were discussed, and added thut he hoped for a 1satisfacto.ey 

solution.' He refused to answer a question as to whether President 

Truman I s reply to Prime Minister Attlee had been discussed ••. 

11 Reuter 1s tod~ published a statement by Dr. Uahum Goldmann, member of 

the Jewish Agency exe~utive, declaring that the Agency 5.s ready to take 

part in discussion on the 'cantonization' of PnJ.estine if assurances 

a.re given that an autonomous Je'trl. sh state will be set up 1wi thin renson­

abJ.e time. 1 

"Until such assurances are forthcoming, the ·Jewish Agency would con­

tinue to refuse to participate in discussions, he said, adding that, 
1 the :British Government has been informed of this position. 1 He 

emphatically rejected the tenn 1partition 1 and substituted 1cuntoni­

zation, 1 Reuters asserted. 

11Dr. Goldmnnn made his stat E'Jllent after the conference of Zionist 

leaders with the Colonial Secretary. He said that 1mod::i.li ties roid 

conditions' for the Jewish Agency's participation in talks on the 

future of Palestine were discussed. 11 

HLS:MSR 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local E:nergency CODJ'llittees Date Septenber 12, 1946 

From Harry- L. Shapiro 

Our movement is now in the most crucial period of its entire history. It is 
generally agreed that todey Zionisr.i 1 s most effective instrunent for the achieve­
nent of t;1e Je-~Jish people's legitinate asr,irations is that of driving home to our 
country's ?rational Administration the :feeling of indignation and resentnent shared 
by great nUL1bers of American citizens who believe that the present Denocratic 
Adninistration has failed to implenent its oft-repeated pledges on Palestine. It 
is, therefore• necessary that our novenent organize and channelize nanifestations 
of this sentir.ient in the nost eff°ective and dr~mo.tic nanner. 

There is little tine left for us to convince the Dei1ocratic Adninistratinn that 
we hold it responsible for the carrying out of Acerica1s stated polic-✓ with regard 
to Palestine - that we are no lan6er content with nessages, :pre-election speeches, 
and new pror.iises. We expect that the old protises, which were good ones, be ful­
filled. 

It is recomnended that Zionists throughout the country carry fol"\1ard the follot,­
ing projects t 

1. A group of Zionist leaders in New Yol'k are organizing a nimber of 
neetings for Sunday, Sept0mber 22nd, at which the speakers will discuss 
this problen. The purpose of these neetings will be to give strong 
utterance to our der:iands that the Ad.niniatration truce constructive steps 
to fulfill its pledges. So that you n~ be brought up to date on the _ 
facts in the situation, I m:i enclosing an outline of "The Record of the 
Truman Adninistration" for the guidance of speakers at these neetings. 
May I urge you to hold suc-11 a ne eting in your comnun:· ty. 

2. Attached is a statenent, ,..bich is soon to appear in nany new York 
newspapers as a full page advertisenent and which will be signed by 
fifty or sixty procinent leaders. I suggest that you use this raat erial 
in the preparation of an advort1 senent for your local newspapers. The 
"ad11 should be signed by your leading rabbis, officers of groups ,.Ji thin 
the Zionist ranks, etc. 

We must make every effort to insure that the neAtings on the 22nd will be success­
ful. If this is done, the ir.ipact of these □eatings on Washington L~- result in 
positive action by our governr~ent. 

We are asking no s~ccial favors. We ask only that the Adninistration, which has 
pledged it self to the re-establi shnent of a Jewish Palostine, translate its words 
into action. 

It is extremely important that you comt1unicate with me iranediately after holding 
these meetings, so that we ma¥ lmow as nany of the details as you are in a 
position to give us with regard to attendance, spirit, ano. action. 

HLS:HW 
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Text of Advertisement 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

We note that the New York State Convention of the Deoocratie Party included 
in its platfom a vigorously-worded plank on Palestine which pledges full support 
for the aspirations of the Jewish people. We regret that we are unable at this 
juncture in the tragic histoey of the Jewish people to hail this renewed expressl. on 
of support from one of our country 1s two major political parties. 

Full knowledge of the desperate condition of the hooeless Jows of Europe, 
still suffering in concentration ca~ps, and the inhWlan policies being imposed 
upon the Jews of Palestine by Great :Britain, pror.ipts us to view renewed expression·s 
of s~patey and support by the partJ of our liational Administration as . . all but 
neaningless. !I'he Jewish people has had enough of prof!lises. It wants - it despe~ 
ately needs - action. 

At its last national convention, the Denocratic Party of the United States 
declared: "We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish illnigration 
and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishnent there of a 
free end democratic Jewish coanonwealtho 1' 

This was the platfom on which President Trunan was elected. More than two 
years have passed since this clear and unequivocal pledge was nade - two years 
of nisery and persecution for the Jews of Europe, two years of increased brutality 
and treachery by Great Britain in Palestine. 

No action has been taken by the United States Governr.ient to rede8T!1 this 
pledge. 

On August 31~ 1945 the President of the United States requested :British Prime 
Ministet' Attlee to adIJit 100,000 hot1eless European Jews into Palestine. 

More than a year has passed since that request was nade and the Jews of Europe 
are still languishing in detention CBl:lps~ Surely the United States has sufficient 
prestige and influen~e in the wrld to accor.iplish this act of elenental hunani ty. 

Under these circunstances we oust say to the DerJocratic Party: new promises, 
new planks ond new pre-election speeches will not suffice. We expect you to 
fulfill the old ones. 

• • 



August 26, 1946 

THE TRUMAN ADMmISTBATIOM I S RECOBD OM PALESTillE 

Exactly a year ago -- on August 31, 1945 - President Truman first ma.de his 
request of Prime Minister Attlee tha.t 100,000 hJmeless European Jews be admitted 
into Palcst~ne immediately. 1·1hen the President 1 s request was maa.e public, the Jewn 
of A.'!lerica - an overwhelming majority of 1,,:ho:o subscribe to the Zionist program -­
as well as millions of non-Jews who are dP.eply concerned about the problco of 
Europe ts homeless Jet·.•s and Palestine• hailed President Truman as the first leader 
of the democratic nations to take concrete steps to save the remnants of European 
Jewry. 

S11eakers at Jewish rallies and Jewish ne~1s1 1.ners :pointed out that in all the 
years of Jewish suffering since the advent of Hi. tler, the Democratic Administration 
merely offered its condolence and sympathy to t.~1.e Jews, but did nothing concrete 
to rescue them. It was pointed out further thr.t, with the publication of the 
Roosevel t-Ibn Saud correspondence, public c,pi .ion was confronted with harsh reality: 
it became clear that at the very moment when the Administration was mnldng pledges 
in support of the Zionist progran, it was at the same time giving conflicting 
assurances to the Arab states. Needless to s~"• the reaction among th Jewish 
masses was one of shock and let-dow:1. 

Following these revelations P.nd the well-established charges ths.t the u. S. 
State Department was :pursuing a pro-British a!ld pro-Arab policy on Palestine, it 
is understandable tha.t President Truman I s letter to Prime Minister J.ttlee was 
greeted with great enthusiasm. This action served to give the Jews aiid their 
supporters renewed hope that the Ad.ministration was not going to forsal:e them 
after all. 

It was well lmo ,,n that Pr 0 sident ·:rrum,m I s letter to -Ir. Attlee had been sent 
after the President hed read the harrowing details of Earl Harrison 1s reyort on 
the conditions of the Jews in Europe 1 s Displaced Persons 1 Camps. The waminr,s of 
Mr. Harrison and of other competent observers that only im1r.ediate action to trans­
fer these harassed refugees to Palestine will avert a catastrophe, were regarded 
as clear indications that the required steps would be taken without delcy. 

:But months passed and nothing was donf'. The l3ri tish Government ~d the u. s. 
State Department er.iployed one deleying device after another -- and the Jews 
languished in the concentration camps of Eu.rope. Pe"ple again wond«!)red whether 
they were not being given another "run-around" b:· the Adm5.nistration. 

The British Govem:nent then countered President I s Truman lon~standing re­
q11est with a proposal that an Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry be set up to 
investigate the entire problem of Palestine once agnin -- this after the facts 
in the situation had been made c.11 too clear by the Harrison Report and other 
surve;;,s. The :British move was obviously another dela.ying tactic, but President 
Truma...~ agreed to this new investigation ~~thout taking advAntage of the readiness 
of American Zionist leaders to discuss the entire situation with him, to point 
out how utterly undesirable this prOJ)osal for a new Inquiry was, and to vra.rn him 
that the British he..d no intention of taking positive action as a rosult of the 
Inquiry, but intended only to procraotina.te further. 
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After four months of time-consuming exploration and investigation, the Angl<>­
American Committee of Inquiry issued a Report which recommended what President 
Truman had requested in the first place - the immediate emigration of 100,000 
homeless JGws to Palestine. However, the Report also contained cert~in long-range 
politic:w. recommendations which, Zionist leaders pointed out, "can never be 
accepted by the Jewish people." These latter recommendations, which run counter 
to American policy on Palestine as stated by Congress, were obviously· included in 
the Report at the insistence of the British, who would not otherwise have a{;reed 
to the recommendations favoring the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews. 

By consenting to the British proposal of a joint inquiry, the President had, 
therefore, allowed the United States to be maneuvered into an untenable. rosition: 
in order to obta1n consent to the immediate emL;ration of 100,000 Jews - the 
United States would be repudiating every international pledge made to the Jewish 
people ,.Ji th respect to Palestine, and acting in cpposi tion to the will of the 
American people as expressed by two resolutions of Congress - one of which was 
passed during President Truman I s ad.ministration. 

The President now had to reconcile two conflicting positions. Fortu.Y1atoly, 
he was prcvniled upon to take the correct steps under these circumstances, and 
in ma.kine public the report of the Anglo-American Cor.lil'li ttee of Inq_uiry on April 
30th of this year, he declared: 

11 ! arfl ver:t happy that the request ,..,hich I made for the immediate edmission 
of 100,000 Jews into Pale~tine has been unanimously endorsed by t4e .Anglo­
Ar.lerican Committee of Inciuiry. The tr3nsference of these unfortune-te 
peo1>le shoultl. now be acconplinhed with the greatest dispatch •• • I m:i 

also pleased that the Committee recomr,1ends in effect the abrogation o-Z 
the White Paper of 1939, including existing restri cti ons on immigration 
and land acquisitions, to permit the further develorll?lent of the Jo1ish 
national home. It is also gratifying that the report also envisages the 
carr.ying out af large-scale economic development projects in Palestine which 
would facilitate further immigration and be of benefit to the entire popu­
lation ••• In addition to these immediate objectives, the report de~ls 
with many other questions of lone:-range political policies and questions 
of international law which requil'e carofnl study and which I will ta.::e 
under advisement." 

This, then, was United Stat es J?Olicy as enunciated by the President: the 
emigration of 100,000 Jews to Palestine was a matter for immediate action, and not 
subject to further consultations; the lon~ran6e political ciucstions were to be 
taken "under advisement. 11 

Weeks, and then months, went by and still nothing was done. The :plieht of 
the Jews in the Displaced Persons' Camps had become unendurable, and the frustra.­
tion of these mfo rtunates expressed 1 tself in repeated clashes with our own occu1')ar­
tion trooJ.)S in Eu.rope. The Jews of Palestine had also reached the depths of 
despair, _ ruid the l3ri tish were becoming more brutal in the enforcer.ient ~f their 
illegal policy of excluding Jewish refugees from their internationally-l;llaranteed 
honeland. Under these conditions, violence was inevitable and Brltain 1s tyran _ical 
act of supr ression only served to produce more bloodshed and destruction. .ean­
while, th9 u. s. State Department was following the procedure of further "con­
sultati onn" initiated by the British. 

The .American public could not understand - and still cannot understand -­
how 1 t is possible for the President of the United States to enuncl.ate one :polj.cy 



publicly while his subordinates in the Administration follow procedures that are 
dirunetrically opposed to that policy. Throughout the country people said - and 
continue to say -- that the Administration is merely playing a clever gr;mo \,1. th 
the Jews; that the Administration has no intention of carrying out its Droniucs 
to the constituency , in behalf of the Jewis people. 

Then tho Cabinet Committee was appointed. The American people were told that 
this new Committee was set up to bring about the speedy implementation of the 
Anglo-A1nerican Committee of Inquiry's Report. Hhen the Cabinet group wru:: formed, 
President Truman expressed confidence that his request for the imr edio.to enit'::ra,­
tion of 100,000 Je'l.tS to Palestine would be speedily implemented. He had an 
extremely cordial meeting with 1 eade rs of the Zionist movement on July 1st , 
following which the White House issued a statenent which read: 

"The President further added that it was his detennination that these 
most recent events should mean no dela"r in -pucJiing for.·iard with a policy 
of transferring 100,000 Jewish imr:iierants to Palestine with all dispatch, 
in accordance with the statement he made upon the receipt of tho roJ)ort 
of the Anglo-American Commi ttoo of Inqui r,/• The President indica ted that 
the Government of the Uni too. States was prepared to as sumo tochniccl. o.nd 
financial rcsponsibili ty for the transportation of these im:iigrant s from 
Europe to Palestine." 

A.f-ter conducting its own "investigation" of the problem, the Cabinet Corr.­
mi t tee reversed the policy repeo.tedl!' stated by the President and produced a 
Bri tish-s:ponsored plan for the 11 federalize..ti on" of Palestine. This scheme was 
a com1)lete surrender to British Colonial Office policy. Tho position to.l:en by 
the entire American Zionist movement on the :plan was stated by Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, :president of the Zionist Orgmizo.tion of America ond choirmnn of tho 
Executi v0 Comrni ttee of tho American Zionist Emergoncy Council. Dr, Sil vor sci cl: 

11 The 'federalization plan, r reconmended to the America."l and :Britioh 
Governments by the Angl~Anericon Cabinet Cor-tMi ttee, is a conscienc&-­
less e.ct of treachery, dooning the helpless Jewish survivors in Enrope 
to further death nnd hur ilintion and driving the Jews of Palestine to 
further desperation. 

"The Cabinet Conr.1ittee 1s :recor.ll':1endation tha.t the ad..TJission of 100,000 
honeless European Jews to Palestine, first urged alnost a year o by 
President Tru:i"!lan and unaninously recof.Uilended as an innediate step by 
the Anglo-American Connittee of Inq·u.17, be nade 1conditional 1 on the 
adoption of the 1federalization• prorosal, is as revolting as it is 
iTJJJornl. In plain English, thts €Rr.c-- that 100,000 helpless refugees 
are to be used as hos te.r,es by ~ri t • r. ~d the United S ~ates in o rd.or 
to extort fron the Jew:tsh people accept:ance of a political fornula.tion 
which clearly repudir. .. tc•"' every interna".iional conru.tnent nade to the 
Jewish people with 1·e, .. r:;,_ c;; to Pale B-!;1n•J •-- a fomula.ti on t·rhich the 
governr.ients concera::;d .-..:·~_:::- .,_y lmow t ~-:e Juws cannot accei t. 

"That the lives of :J :r:; :~ , .. ~1..::,)a nen, ,. on ::-r.. a.Tld children, who have al reedy 
passed the lir1its of nL.Li:-.nco 1 shoal.:i. thus bo usei as p~ms in Britain's 
ir.iperiali stic r.1anouvers -- and that the United Sta-i; es should now be a 
po.rty to this aboninati on -- does not lgur well for the worJ d of pence 
and justice \-rhich, it We:..$ hoped, wo ,·1 d Emerge fron ~ .. e ruins of the 
greatest of all wars. ~•Je :cespectfu:t J..1- s·11c-~~~st t:) those dno o.re responsi­
ble for shaping governr;0n~ p,:,lic-.r on t .. is question tho.t whnt is required 
above all in the present situation is si':lple Morolity •••• 
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"This is a plan for the ghetto-ization of the Jews :n their otm honcland. 
Even that sma.11 portion of the co\llltey reL'l~ining for Jewish settlement 
under the 'plan' woulc1. be cont rolled aLniost cor.rpJ..etely by the sane British 
Colonial. Administration, whose only right to be in Palestine in ti1e first 
place is the duty assigned to it by the l3alfour Declaration ancl. the Pales­
tine Mandate.: facilitation of the developnent of the J ewish ~1ati onoJ. Homc .n 

.Americans - Jews and non-Jews alike -- co•tld not help but as:c ,m.ether the 
Administration 1s earlier statenents were sincere in view of the fact that the 
President I s own Cabinet Cammi ttee had now repudiated not only Mr. Trtll!lan I s position, 
but every official American declaration of support tor Jewish aspirations in ales­
tine, including the plank in the platfom of the Democratic Party, which reads: 

"We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigrati on 3nd 
colonization and such a policy as to result in the est~blish.~ent there of 
a free and denocrati c Jewish comonweal. th. 11 

Could the President I s Cabinet Co1Jt1i ttee ha.v accepted this abooinable "fedei­
alization11 plan if its oer.ibers had been convinced that the President wants them to 
carry out U. s. policy as stated by hir.1? Surely the oembers of tha t C0t1mi ttee were 
:istute enough to realize that the British would offer then a series of "plans" and 
would try to secure u. s. agreenent to that fomula ,-,hich is least in the interest 
of the Jews. But it is clear that Mr. G~ady and his fellow Comnittee ne~bers were 
advised by the State Department to follow the 1:1 ne proposed by the :Sri ti sh. 

Fu.rthemore, the public was astounded to read accounts in the press which 
reported the President as having taken a nost ,.mfriendly attitude to~re,rds those who 
called on hin to repudiate the "federalizaticn" plan. For exar.lJ)le, the following 
dispatcll appeared in the New York Tines of Wednesd~, July 31st: 

"TRUl~ 1BE:BUFFS I PALESTilra PLEA 

"New York Congress~en Say That He Hinted At 
Political. 1,!otives In Their Visit 

"Washington, July 30 - Nine New York mer.bers of the House called on 
President TrUl,an todey to protost the proposed partitioning of Palestine 
and insist on the innediate adr.ission of 100,000 Jews, but they cane 
awq expressing dissatisfaction ,,'1th their reception. 

"The President was reported to have been sym~thetic to the ho::-.ieless 
Jews• plight, but only as pa.rt of a. larger :proble!l of displaced persons 
generally. Menbers of the delegation said that he was inattentive to 
their a:gunen~s and had suggested at one point that the reason for their 
call was political. 

"Coincidentally, Senators Robert F. Wagner, Denocrat, of New Yon:, and 
Robert A. Taft, Republican, of Ohio, assailed the .Anglo-Ar.1erican Cabinet 
Cocri11 ttce' s latest proposals in the Senate. Mr. Wagner called the plan 1A deceitful. device to stifle the hopes of a long-suffering people.• 
Ur. Taft said that. 1 t was a I cynical plan• that would mean the tconplete 
fru.stration I of Jews in Palestine and 'deep despair for the million and 
one-half surviving Jews in Europe. 1 

"The delegation calling on iiir. Truaan was led by Representative Eoanuel 
Celle:r, who reo.d a prepared stata:ient. Mr. Celler gave a reporter the 
following digest of it: 
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•The President should reject the new proposal of the J3ri tish 
because ad.mission of 100,000 Jews is conditioned upon its 
acceptance. Thus the innocent 100,000 Jews are considered as 
ho stages. This is utterly unfair. 

'The plan i:,ould narrow the Jewish province to 1,500 square 
miles and prevent any further development economically and 
culturally after admission of the 100,000. Acc~ptance would 
be approval of a ghetto in Palestine. Furthermore, the British 
know that neither the Arabs nor the Jews would accept the plan. 
And thus they would be privileged again to del~ a decision. 
The plan is nothing but a stall. 1 

"Mr. Celler would not describe the President 1s reaction, but other members 
of the delegation said that it was 'di scour~gi.ng. 1 One of the descrip­
tions of the conference was: 1It ,.-,as rough.' 

"Mr. Truman was said to have shuffled pa:_pers on his desk ,-mile 1'<!r. Cell er 
read and to have commented, when Mr. Caller started to speak further 
about a problem t close to my heart r that he did not have time to listen, 
that he knew all about the subject anyhow. The Prasident, according to 
the Representatives• accounts, indicated that he 1::as sympathetic to the 
Jewish probJ_em, but explained that he was working on a broader question 
in trying also to get 100,000 d:!.splaced persons admitted to South America, 
100,000 to l3ritish possessions and 100,000 to this country. 

"He was reported to have saia. that he did not blame the Congressmen for 
co~ing to the White House, that he realized that they were all up for 
re-election this fall, but that it was time somebody cmne to see him 
about the United States problem for a change. He ended the Conference 
abruptly, the witnesses said, before the Representatives were ready to 
leave. 

"In adu.ition to Mr. Celler, those attending the Conference •.;ere Repre-
sen tati ves Walter A. Lynch, Ronald L. 0 •Toole, John J. Rooney, Charles 
A. Buckley, Leo F. Rayfi el, and Arthur J. Klein, Democrats; Vi to 
Marcantonio, American Labor Party, and Leonard w. Hall, Republican. n 

Obviously, the President has failed to understand why the Jews of klerica and 
those ,mo support th~ir cause are persisting in approaching him: the fact of the 
matter is that nothing has yet been done for the Jet. s, ana. the 100,000 are still 
languishing ln the detention camps of Germany. 

As a result of th~ nationwide outburst of indigna ,ion against the "federali­
zation" plan and the tremendous pressure that was concentrated on the llhite House, 
President Truman was prevailed upon not to accept this proposal. Instead, he 
recalled the Grady Committee to Wasr~ll€ton for further consultations. The .American 
members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiey were also called to Wc.shington 
to offer their opinion of the plan, and they were unanimous in repudiating it. 

The State Department made an effort to keep tho Committee of Inquiry's opinion 
secret, so that 1 t could go ahead with its program of employing tha Grady Com-
mitt ee 1 s report as a basis for discussions with the l3rit1sh. Fortunatoly, other 
individuals realized the importance of informing the public as to ,..hat had trans­
pired in the Washill8ton dicussions, and the atoey appeared in the press. It was 
only as a result of the most determined pressure that the State Department's 
efforts to secure Mr. Truman' a agreement to the Grady scheme as a basis for negoti­
ations were defeated. 
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After nunerous reports and rtJnors, nany of the~ contradictory, as to the exact 
nature of President Trunan 1s connunication to the British Governnent had ap~ear~d 
on the f1"0nt pages of the country's newspapers, the White House finall:" iasued mi 

announcer.:ent on the subject. The text of that statcncnt is as follo\·rs : 
I 

"Although the President has been exchanging views with t!r. Attlee on 
the subject, this t;ove1nnent h :i.s not prese~ted an~t plan of its O\'m. for 
the solution of the l?roblen of Palestine. It is the sincere hope of 
the President, however, that as a result o:: the :9roposed cor..ve1·satio:1s 
between the British Governnerit and Je,,•ish und Are.h representat ives a 
fDir solution of the proble:1 of Palestino can be founa and ir~--iediate 
steps con be tal(en to alleviate the situation of the displaced Jeur: in 
Europe. 

"It is clear that no settler.ent of the Pales tL:.e '!)roble·1 can be achieved 
wl, ich ,-rill be fully satisfactor.r to all of the parties concerned nnd that 
if this problen is to be solved in a :-rnn·:! er which will bring J) Cace , *d 
pro::;peri ty to ?alestino, it nust be a1,i-proached ln a spirit of conciliation. 

"It is also evident that the solution of the Palestine questi~n -tlll no~ 
in itself . olve the broader i roble;1 of the hundreds of thous r.n a.c of di~ . 
placed rersons in Europe. Tho President has beer. giving this :1roblcn his 
special attention and ho~Jos that n.rrangrn!onts car_ be entered. inttJ •.-;hi ch 
will make l t posr.i ble for various countries, including the United Stn.t es, 
to aamit many of these persons as ~erm:ment residents. 

"The President on his :part i3 contemplating seeking tho v,pproval of 
Congress for special log! ::;lation JlUth Jri zing the on try into t!1e Uni tcd 
States of a fixed number cf these 11ersons, including Jews." 

This statement has been interpreted in tho :press and olsewherc as a. docl -r&­
tion by the President that he is "washing his hands" of the entir0 quo,..ti on. 
·This interpretation has also been advanced in private conversation by loadin :;-
U. s. officials, including those of the State Department. 

This is where the matter stands now. After all the pledges, nftcr :=i.11 tLe 
committees, the investigations and the consultations, the President of th Unitcu 
States announces that "this government has not presented any plen of i'!ia own :for 
the solution of the problem cf Pe,: estine." Even thoueh the resolutions of Congr~sn 
and the platfona of his on : •.;;i .. ..:.::" ohould be rcr,arded v.s co1!1D.itrnents to u very 
clearly-defin~d progra::i 0.r :11. L. c, • tho Presid.en t now decides to rf.lt reat from the 
entire issue -- and at a ti.'.llo when ·~he :Sri ti sh a.re emr,loyint:; the resources of their 
empire, both political and military, to liquidate th.0 Jewish !Josi tion. 

President Truman did not even publicly red'firrn his earlier statemonts with 
rega:-d to the 100,000. The llhi te Houso I s anno mc,JmEmt of August 16th, quoted 
above, can, therefore. be viewed only as a doclaro.tion of collapso on Palostin€ 
by- this Admini stro.tion. And the American people osk: ho.s not tho Uni tcd States 
sufficient prestige, influence ond nuthori ty in the world -- po.rticulurly in 1 tr; 
relations with tho :Sri tish Government, \'lhoso economic futuro America hn.s undcl"'­
vri tten -- to insist that !ritain fulfill her pledges and obliga.tion2 to tho Jews? 

Nor 13 Jewish public opinion in this country particularly impressed by the 
ffltlt_e House's assertion that "the President, on his part, iu contemplating seeking 
the app-rov:u of Con~ress for special legiola.tion authorizing the entry into tho 
United States of a fixed number of these persons, including Jews." Assul!ling th r-.. t 
such efforts can meet with n dee:ree of success, what must bo clear to everyone is 
tho fact that weeks, perha-ps month~, of interminable Oongres~ional debat0 on the 
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question would ensue before any action is taken. Neither is American public 
opinion unmindful. of the fact that Congress has adjourned and will not be in 
session for some months to come. 

As for the Jews in the Displaced Persons' Camps, who will shortly be faced 
with the dread prospect of another bitter winter -- they are evidently expect~c'\. 
to remain patient while their one hope for salvation -- United States action -- is 
removed by no less a personage than the President of the United States himself. 

This is the record of the Democratic Administration on Palestine. Let not 
the Administration believe that aerely by issuing further declarations of sympathy 
and condolence, it will succeed in sugal"-coating this bitter pill. An1thing short 
of the oft-promised, but repeatedly del~ed concrete action will neither satisfy 
nor reassure the Je,-,s of America and large numbers of their supporters, who have 
reached the point when they must s~ in a loud .~1.d clear voice: "We have been 
bet rSiYed againJ 11 

• • • 
0 

• 
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September 12, 1946 

At his press conference on Septer!lber 5th, President Truman said that the 
Grady Committee's reporl was still under consideration. Accordi~g to the 
AssociGted Press, the President made this stote~ent in reply to a direct 
question as to whether the Grady report hcd been rejected. 

This latest state::1ent by President Tru'11an will certainly not serve to 
reassure public opinion on the Administrati0n 1 s handling of the Palestine 
question. Coming as it does aft Ar the events noted above, this statement is, 
to sa_y- the least, confusing. The ?resident 1 ~ addi ti :m .. al assertion t! at he is 
still pushing for the i1:m1igration of 100,000 Je~:s into Palestine can be con­
sidered only in relation to any concrete ste·.,s that are taken to implement 
that requested action. Thus far the public is not aware of the ~"ti.stence of 
such concrete steps. 

* 

' 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chtdrmen of Local Emergency Committees Date 

Ha~, L. Shapiro 

October 3, 1946 

November 2nd is 13cl.four Day. This historic annivers~ comes at a time of 
unparalleled crisis fer the Jewish people. '!here have been many diffieult 
periods since the Balfour Declaration was issued but this is by far the 
most cr:t. tical. 

This year Balfour D~v should be observed in a manner which will aid the 
Yishuv and the hundreds of thousands of displaced Jews, who fa.ce another 
terrible winter in the camps of Europe and CYJ)rus. We ask, therefore, that 
you make immediate arrangements for mass meetings in your communities for 
either the evening of Saturdey, November 2nd or the afternoon or eveninc of 
Sunday, November 3rd. The larger cities should organize several meetinGG• 

The brutality of the l3ritish Go-vernment is today viewed with dismcy- a11d ~ 
sense of out rage by all libertywloving peo-yle. However, not onl~' Britain 
is to be blamed for the present desperate plight of the Jewish survivors. 
Our own Government has failed to bring its influence to bear on J3rlt nii1 in 
ord~r to achieve a just solution in keeping with established Arueric~ 
pledges • .America's pledges have been broken • .America•s premises rer.1ain 
unfulfilled. 

It is necessary that these facts be pointed out at your :Balfour Dey rally. 
:But this should be done by our own spokesmen. It would be unwise to invite 
the candidates of either poli ti.cal party to address these rallies, .Te do 
not need new pre-election promises. We want the old ones kept. 

:Balfour Day occurs only a few days before election. All of our activities 
du.ring the past weeks have been concont rated on driving home to tho Dmoeratic 
Administration a realization of its responsibility for the bitter and 
justified resentment of our people. This pressure must be continued. All 
of you are called upon to lend your influence in this direction. This is 
one of our few remaining opportunities to revive official American intel'­
vention to bring about the fulfillment of this country 1s and :Britni.n's 
pledges for a Jewish Palestine. 

HLS:TRB 

• 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chai men of Local Eoergency Cottr:1i ttees Date October 7, 19~6 

From Harry L. Sha:pi ro 

On Frid~, October 4th, President Truman issued a statement declaring c'lnong other things, that "in view of the fact that •:rinter will come on befol .. e the (London) cohference can be resumed, I believe and urge that substantial immi­gration into Palestine cannot wait a solution to the Palestine problem and that it should begin at once." 

This is not the :first time that President Tru.1wn hao spoken out in favor of immediate Jewish immigration into Palestine. More than a year ago !1e made such a request of Prime Minister Attlee. At that tir1e the President c~led for the immediate immigration of 100,000 homeless Jews into Palestine -- and the entire civilized ,·,orld e.pplaudel this step. During all the months that followed, however - months of .suffering and bitter disillusionment for tho Jewish people - no action was taken to implanent his request. 

President Truman's statement (the full text of which is attached) itself deoon­strates that thus far no concrete steps have been taken to translate the .AmericcJ11 Government I s e~--pressions of support for the Jewish people into action. The President 1 s review of the United States Government's undertaking~ wit 1 respect to Palestine makes it clear that, instead of insisting with all its authority that :Sri tain fulfill her obligations, our Government has perrtl tted itself to be maneuvered into agreeing to one delaying tactic after another. Furthermore, a:fter each new :Sri tish device for procrastination into \·ihich the American Govemment was drawn, the Jewish people Is historic rights to Pw.estine uere successively whittled do m. 

In the meantime, the Jews suffering in the Displaced Persons I Camps were asked to wait pa.tiantly and the :British Govemr.ient intensified its tyrannical. rtlle in Palestine. The President's latest declaration thus comes at a period rendered more critical by the long months of procrastination which ensued follo ·ing his first request. Further del~ will certainly a gravat e the already tense situ­ation. All of u.s hope, therefore, that President Truman 1s statement of October 4th •rill mark the beginn:lng of real action by our Government, and thnt the United States will at long last bring the fnll weight of 1 ts authorl ty behind the President 1s request. The coming d8¥'s will indicate to whet extent our National Administration is determined to fulfill its promises on Palestine. 

The bitter disillusionments of the past impel us to view all such statements with a large measure of restra1.n t. We recall that following similar pronounce­ments by the President of the United States, our Department of State proceeded immediately to send conflicting "assurances" to Cairo and elsewhere - 11 asau~ ances" .rhich invariably minimized the importance of the statements of our Chief Executive in support of the Jewish people. We trust that such is not now the 
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case. lle hope also that President Truman 1s declaration will be implemented by 
the Administration as a matter quite apart from the proximity of the apJ>roach­
ing elections. 

Again it should be pointed out that President Truman •s stD..tement did not I just 
happen." It came as a direct result of the nation-wide program of activities 
which all of us, working together, have been carrying forward duri!lg tl e :9ast 
weeks. This work must be continued with undiminished vigor and steadfastness 
of pur1Jo se. 

Yesterday, Sund81', October 6th, Governor Thomas E. Dewey also made a significant 
statement on Palestine in an address before the United Palestine Appeal Con­
ference, excerpts from which are attached. Governor Dewey declared th~t 1 the 
right of large and immediate Jewish immigration is fundamental to that (Palestine) 
solution and it must be an imrnigrati on of not 100,000, but of several hundreds 
of thousands. n 

Within the past few days ~e have therefore received additional re-a:ffinnations 
of support from our count:cyl s Chief Executive and from the leading spokest,an of 
the Republiean Party. ·Te must now bend every effort to bring about the effectu­
ation of such declarations - and the desperate condition of our brethren in 
Europe penni ts of no further deley. / 

We will vie" the President 1s latest stntement in relation to the immediate steps 
that will be taken to bring about 1 t implementation. ,-1111 Jews be moving into 
Palestine by November 5th? That is the test. 

BLS:l•ISR 
Enos. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To. 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Cor.nnittees Date December 11, l946 

Abe Tuvim: 

While it 1s much too early to expect definitive action by the 22nd 1'Torld Zionist 
Congress on the major issues which confront our oovement todey, we feel that 
it might be helpful to ~ve you sooe of the hir)1lights appearing in the metro­
politan press and in the Jewish press services ,-,hich probably do not reach 
all communities in the srune measure that they do here. 

The first few days of the Congress were devoted to addresses ::nd re:-ports by 
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, l•ir. David :Sen-Gurion, and others. 
The speakers dealt thoroughly with the experiences of the years ~~at have 
passed since the last Congress, but dealt more specifically t-11 th the occu~ 
rences of the last two years. Thus, the groundworlr is being laid for the 
decisions which the Congress will ma!-:e with regard to policies to be pursued 
in the coming months. 

The New York Herald Tribune reports today that: 

"Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, of Clevel d, Dnd David Ben-Gurion, 
chairman of the Jewish Agency Jxecutive, expressed themselves 
in favor of defying Britain, and after Ben-Gu1~on 1s speech there 
was little doubt that the Congress wrJuld never permit the Je\lish 
Agency again to discuss the partition of Palestine. 

"For Babbi Silver the occasion had sreci:il sigiificance, because 
his policy of abandoning any hope for Britain's willin0 cooperat ion 
1 s based on the assumption that the United Sta too Government will 
force :Britain's hand and will tclce :Sritain 1 s place an the outstand­
ing champion of Zionism among the world powers. 

"In personal terms, a victory for Rabbi Silver 1s policy at this 
Congress would make him the dominating personality in world Zionism, 
since he is the leader of the .Americnn General Zionists, the largest 
single group in the Congress. 

"Rabbi Silver began by reciting what the Roosevelt and Truman adminis­
trations had done under pressure froD Atlerican Zionists, and denounced 
the late President Roosevelt and President Truman for failinc to take 
any 'positive action 1 to support their I signed statements.' Then, 
finding the mood of the Congress with him, he departed from his :pre­
pared speech and denounced Weizmann's policies as well. 

"He said it was an •error of Judgment• for Weizmann to propose par­
ti tion of Palestine between Jews mid Arabs, and demanded the whole 
of Palestine for the Jews. He said this was not an •extremist• 
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position, and accused those who did not agree with him of being 1 de­
featists. 111 

In this Tribune story which is by John Chabot Sm'ith, Dr. Silver is 
credited with saying, "The American Zionists believe in resistance to 
illegal acts. 11 Dr. Silver went on to say: 

11 - - to tne illegal acts of the mandatory regime, and we silc.11 cor.­
tinue to help the forces of resistance. The Wa.¥ to end resistc..~ce is 
not to condemn those who resist, but to open the doors of Pnl es tine. 11 

The Tribune states that the whole audience of nearly 2,000 ap_l auded 
these sentiments. 

The Tribune story relates that the Tuesday evening session on Decenber 
10th, tas devoted to Hr. Ben-Gurion 1s speecl as follo\-1s: 

"In a long historical and philosophic analysis of the Zionist movement 
and the developnent of the Je,-ri.sh 'Yishuv, 1 he declared that since 
Britain has found it i□possi ble to ccµ-ry out the provisions of the 
·-randate colling for the establishnent of a Jewish national hooo in 
Pales~ine, it is up to the Jews in Palestine to build their m·m inde­
pendence. 

"Ben-Gurion I s repudiation of the Weizmann fomula was the more spec­
tacular because lie had been expected to defend the polic - for which he, 
as chairman of the Jewish Agenc:- Executive, shares the responsibility. 
But on the issue of whether Palestine should be partitioneQ, he said: 
1That proposal would have to be made to us by those who have it in 
their power to impose such a. compror·ise (meaning the British Govern­
ment, which has offered no such proposal). The compromise which we 
,-,ere prepared to consider in 1939 does not exist, at any rate at this 
monent, and we have no alternative, therefore, but to sto.ncl up f or our 
full historical and legru. rights. 

"'Today, with greater emphasis than eve r before, we shall present to 
the entire world, and in any negotiations which we conduct with the 
Bri ti.sh Government, the following three integral demands of the Jewish 
people: The opening of the gates of Palestine to Jewiru1 ii.migration, 
control of Jewish imnigration and the developnent of Palestine by the 
Jewish Agency, and the estubli shnen t of Pales tine iJ. S a Jewish State. 

" 1We do not co□ e to England as beggars of nercy. We denund whc.t is 
rightfully ours. Palestine does not belong to England, nor is ~t 
part of the :Sri tish Enpire, and England has no rieht to do with 
Palestine as she wishes. Our rights there preceded the I,fc.ndate. 1 

"This independence, he said, nust be built on four things: 1ionigra­
tion, security, construction, and refuscl to surrender to breac1 of 
faith, repression, arbitrary rules and suppression.'" 

In The New York Ti□eo of Decer:iber 11th, Julian 1-ieltzer reports~ 

11Dr. Silver delivered a one-hour address. He strongly criticized by 
inplication what he co.lled the ~rw:wn AdniDistration I s failure to 
tackle 1the greatest hunani to.rian problen in oodem history, thc.t of 
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rescuing n1111ons of nen, wonen and children fron nass extemin~tion. 1 

"He en.de these additional points: There has been a. growing knowledge 
of Zionisn in the Jewish youth of Anerica, nany of whon have been 
stirred by events of recent yenrs, and Anerican Zionists have inpressed 
on their Govemr.1ent the fact that the Palestine issue is not peripheral 
ond cannot be treated lightly but nust becone a najor objective of 
.AnerioBn foreign policy." 

A United Press dispatch of Deoenber 10th has the following to sey: 

"Rabbi Silver said today that .Anerican Jews supported the resistance 
cru:ipaign against 'illegal' l3ritish rule of Palestine. 

11 He told cheering, stanping delegates that the Zionist leadership had 
nade an 1error in judgoent' in accepting the principle of a partition 
of Palestine in to Jewish and Arab states. 

11He said all Palestine should be turned over to the Jews, nnd denied 
that such a de□and was ext rene. 

"The present :British rule in Palestine is not in accord uith the terns 
of the League of Nations nand~te and hence is illegol, Dr. Silver said. 
'i1e have the right to resist this rule and I pledge the support of 
.kJerican Jewry to this resistance.'" 

The J,ewi sh Telegraphic koncy of Wednesd~, Dece□ber 11th credits Dr. Silver with 
the followng renarks with reference to the .Anorican scone: 

"President Tru□an has not con.""Ji tted the United States to the proposal of 
the Jewish Agency for the partitioning of Palestine into Jewi sl1 and Arab 
St n.t es, but has nerely said that the United States Governnent will nup:nort 
a conpronise between this proposal and the :Sri tish 'federalizuti .,n pl,.n, 1 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, president of the Zionist Or6anization of 
America, told the l'lorld Zionist Congress today. 

"'It is too early to say how fir~ and persistent Secretary of State Byrnes 
will be in pressing for Jeui sh rights in Palestine and for a just and 
early solution of the Palestine probler.1, 1 he declared. The Secret ·lry of 
State, ho,-rever, now understonds I the full gravity and urgency' of the 
Palestine question, Dr. Silver adL:ed. Ho praised Trunan for dealing 
forthrightly ffor the first tine 1 with the 'unwarranted interventi on' of 
King Ibn r:aud in the Palestine issue. 

"The leader of the Anerican Zionist novenent blaned .Anerican Jewish 
organizations for their failure to convince the Ar.10 rican Govern,r:ient of 
the necessity of ret,oving Jews fron Europe innediately after tho uur. 
Sinultaneously, he criticized tho inadequate effort~ of the United States 
Govemnent in sol vine I the greatest hunani tarian probleo in nodern histor~r 1 • 
The United States,he said, could o.dnit 250,000 Nazi and Fascist uur prison­
ers, but not its Jewish allies. 

ATalm 

"The cooperation of all Zionist groups in the Aoerican Zionist Energency 
Council was lauded by Dr. Silver, He also praised the work of the A..1erican 
Jeuish Oonferenee saying that it triuophed 1over the vestigial oligarchy 
of self-appointed Haus-Juden. 1" 



AMERJ,C-.<i{ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionis t Emergency Council Dale 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

February 5 , 1947 

The enclosed memorandum was sent today to the Chaimen of ~0ccl ~erg~nqy 
Cammi ttees~ 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 

a 
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AMERl~AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date February 5, 1947 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Under separate cover we have sent you a release which was just issued by 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on behalf bf the Amerl c;:m Zionist Emergency Council, 
clearly stating the position of our movement on th~ ultimatum issued by the 
:British Colonial Govemment to the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the 
Vaad Leumi. 

You will note that the release also indicates that an extraordinary session 
of our community leaders Hill be held in WashinGton on the morning of 
February 17th, at tho Hotel Statler. A telegram announcing this meeting 
and urging your participation was sent to you yesterdey~ In this telegram 
you \-rere asked to wire your Congressman and Senators 1'or appointments on 
the afternoon of our meeting dey. It becomes increasingly urgent that you 
do so and I hope that you have already taken steps in this direction. 

We are at a point now where it is of the greatest moment to mobilize our 
energy, power und influence behind the determination of the Yishuv not to 
yield to the drastic measures which tho l3ri tish seek to impose upon our 
people. Both the Jewish Agency and the Vaad Leumi have spoken. Their 
position is clear and righteous. The Ar.lerican section of the Je\li sh Agency. 
of which Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver is the chairman, today cabled the Yishuv 
pledging all-out support in the struggle for freedom. 

You, and we, and all of us, are not only the symbols but the source of that 
sur,port. To make it effective, we must create a united and deterillined front 
in this country, representing the largest Jewish community in the world. 
It is our sincere hope that you and other leaders of your community ,1ill 
join with us in the all important Washington meeting. 

:Because of the difficult hotel situation in Washine ton, the Conference will 
be a one-dey affair. .A full report of DJ.1 of the steps taken by the Zionist 
movement during the hectic weeks just passed will be given. A progrDm of 
action for the future will be outlined. 

If you deqiro hotel accommodations, please contact the hotel direct. Ue 
are unable to secure room reservations in tfashington, Please let me know 
at your very earliest convenience who will represent your communitr at the 
emergency meeting. 

Regards. 

HLS:RB 

• 



_.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Menbers of Anerican Zionist fuer6en~J Council Date 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Februaiy 7, 1947 

The enclosed nenorandun was sent todey to t h e Chuime..'1 of Local En ergency 

Connittees. 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 



•· ~ERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Com~ittees Date February 7, 1947 

Harry L. Shapiro 

\fASHIMGTOM EMERG~ICY MEETil~ 

l'li thin the past few days you have received t~te neraorandun in ,-m.ich your com­
munity was urged to have representation at tho e:~trnordina1y n~tional Fnergency 
Conference to be held at t~:.e Hote,l Statler i.1 ~·fo.shington, D. C. c:..t 10:C0 A.H., 
on Monday, February 17th. .Because this :-1eeti1 g cot es at a nost critical junc­
ture in our affairs, it is inpos si ble to ove:i.._c-r 11ihasi z, ) the necessi t:t of having 
attendance frot1 every city in tho Uni tcd States at the nccting. It is essential 
that you and your co-workers should l:now how the Yishuv feels about the present 
situation. I a~ taking tnc privilc~c of sending to you the senti~cnt of the 
lcc:-.dcrship of t~1e Yishuv at the j_)renent Otinent. The followinG ha.s been con­
veyed to us by cable ana. other ::1eru1s: 

The Yishuv considers the ulti.natu."l of the :British Governnent 
as a veiled declaration of war. It is pointed out th~t it 
was not even the intent or the hope of the l3ri ti sh Govern.-:1ent 
to elicit a positive reply to its ultinatur.1. ~e ver;: fact 
that the ultinatw:1 was oven the widestpossible publicity in­
dicates that. It is the evident intention of the nili t ['.17 to 
utilize what they consider a favorable situation created ~y 
"terrorist" activities o.s the excuse to dest;ce,y the Je,-rish 
Agency, to install a military re6i~e and cr1sh the Yishuv. 
Sone of our spokesnen feel that the l3ritish are doing this 
with a view to ;J~~ing Pru.estine a nili tary base ond the 
evacuation of ~ri tish wonen and children is a propaganda 
snok&-screen to ccver this pu11>ose. The Govem~ent 1s letter 
denanding Jewish cooperati on and setting a ti:-10 linit of 
seven dcys ignores the fuct th~.t during periods of n~ti onol 
struggle neither the Irish nor the Sc:Jteh inforued against 
their own people in behalf •Jf tho :British. This procedure 
and policy can have no legttl. or rJOrcl force. It is c.n attenpt 
to ruthlessly punish a whole connunity for the r.isdeeds of 
snall groups and represents n relapse into prini ti ve :-.1ethods . 
Our leaders in Pale~tine point out thnt the Je·.-rish Agency is 
using its own neans against the terror with increasing vif;or, 
and soue results, but that the Je ·rs will refuse t act ~s . 
spies and infomers in service of a governr.1ent which has con­
sistently broken pledges and just as consistently cor.ti:litted 
acts, the effect of which has been to destroy t:1e loynl ty of 
the people. 

You can see fron the forogoing tho.t the Yishuv hn.s a clear conception of what 
it is facing and that it is deternined to stand by its rights, its interests 
and its integrity. We surely cnn do no less. We cc.n nrnifost this by naking 
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the neetings in Washington on February 17th the nos t inposing denonstro.t i on 
of our unity with the Yishuv. A great nony ci t ies have already ind.ic2.ted 
that they are sendil".g represcntc.tives, but a gre .. ~t nony have not c.s yet n.cted. 
If you are ru:iong the lat t er, you nust to.l:e steps inr.:ediately to be re1, re scnted 
c.t the Conference nnd to inforn us of that fact, plea se let us hc c,r frc,n y 0u 
o.s 4uickly o.s possible. 

EDITORIAL OAMI-'AIGN 

There 1s mother na.tter of inportru1ce to which I desire to ccl.l to y our attcnti (I'I_. 
Sone deys ago I wrote to y ou a.bout the need f or inspiring f [',vorable odi to rial 
coaoent in y our newspc.pers and subni ttcd to y , u o.n nno.lysis of the London Con- • 
fercnce to be used as groundwork f or this ca.i t oriril.. Sono fine rosul ts hnvc 
already been achieved. But there t'-re still ::-r~ :.:t nunbers of news:_)c..2_)crs which 
have not been app roached. It is nost vit~l t l n.t this be done without deley. 
If no efforts have been nude to inspire f ::wor<ule editorial conr!ent in your 
publi cntions, please do this L'.t once. s ·l1rel:,· th cn·e o.re sone l) eO~)le in y our 
coonuni ty who either have or ccn create the nccessn.ry contacts. .As soon o.s 
these editorials appear plec-.se dispatch then to ,.!e, in order th c..t tney ncy 
be sent to London . 

Regcrds. 

HLSIRB 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionist Emergency Councilome 

From Harry L. Sbapi ro 

March 13. 1947 

The enclosed memorandum w1 th attachment was sent today to the Chairmen 

of Local ~ergency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
Enc • 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 ?MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

J 

To 

From .-

MEMORANDUM 

Cha.ir.aen of ~cal Emergency Committees Date March 13, 1947 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed memr,randum - which sets do\s,n sue,gestions for America!: 
governmental action on Palestine in connection with the present intel'­
national situation -- has been submitted to certain key figures in the 
United States Government. We are sending it te you f~r your guidance 
and as a basis for the dissemination of information in your community. 

This analysis of recent developments affecting the future of falestine 
should give you the background material necessary to provide an inter­
pretation of the la.teat events. You will notice that tr.~ memorandum 
discusse.s the proposed United States loans to Greece and Tur~ey, but 
that no stand 1s taken either for or against such loans" What is 
urged is that, if the United States is to undertake serious commitments 
in the Near East at the behest of Britain, it should insist as a 
part of the general scheme -- that t1ere be a just solution of the 
Palestine prcblem. 

You are urgently requested t~ communicate at once with members rf 
Congress, your local newspaper editors and columnists, your radio 
commentators - and moulders of public opinion ger1e-rally - a::.ong the 
lines of the enclosed mer orandum. If, during Cone ressj onal debate and 
public discussion of the proposed loans to Greece and Turkey, we suc­
ceed in driving home to the A'!OO rican Gove:mMen t and peo:ple that the 
Palestine question must be dealt with as part cf our general policy in 
the Near and Middle E9st - a.~d not as an isolated matter - we shall 
have perfor1ued a valuable service for our Cc;.1.use. 

In view of the urgency of the present situation it is hoped that you 
will find it possible to carry out these suggesti ns without del~. 

Regards. 

HLS: BB 
Enc. 
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MEMORANDUM -- .... -- - --- ~ -
CONFID~TIAL 

It would seem that the failure of the U.S. Government to make any progress on 
the Palestine issue stems largely from the habit of treating this issue as an 
j. solated problem, wholly apart from ·the rest of the Anglo-American relati one 
and of Nea?'-Ea&tern problems. The British Government is naturally aware of this 
tendency and therefore proceeds on the assumption that British intransigence in 
the matter of Palestine will have no serio~s repercussions and will in no wise 
affect its position vis-~vis the United States in any- of the many issues in 
which they seek American assistance ~r sup:port. This, more than anything else, 
explains British obstinacy. 

It appears likely that .American efforts in the matter of Palestine·will remain 
ineffective and fruitless unless and until the Department of State decides to 
include this matter as o~e of its objectives in the give-and-take negotiations 
which it conducts with Britain and other countries. Thia is a Ratural and normal 
procedure in international relations. 

Countless opportunities of this nature have been neglected in the past. To 
mention but three; important concessions might have been obtained from Arab 
States, quite amicably, on a quid pro quo basis at the time when these States 
were trying to get on the band-wagon of the Western Al.lies. in the last year 
of the war. Concessions from the British Government might have been obtained 
on a quid. pro quo basis wen Britain desired .Amerl can acquiescence, in the 
United Nations and otherwise, in the "independence" of Transjordania. And 
British agreement to open Palestine for the immigration of the displaced Jews 
of Europe might again have been obtained at the time when Britain was anxious 
for an American loan to help her in her own rehabilitation. No advantage was 
taken of these opportunities, or of any similar opportunities in the past. 

A new opportunity for such a give-and-take approach has arisen now in view of 
the effort of the British Goverru?Ent to get the United Stntes to shoulder foreign 
commitments in the Near East, hitherto borne by the British Empire. These 
requests are based on the idea that such .American action is necessary to assure 
international stability in the general as well as in the kerican interest. 
Assuming this to be the case, it is nevertheless true that the Anerican action 
requested would in the first place serve to light en :Sri ta.in I a burdens while saf&­
guarding Brita.in I e interests. Furthermore, the economic support to be granted 
by tne United States to thoee c~untries would, through the trade and currency 
arrangements existing between those countries and Great Britain, become an 
important source of dollar exchange for Great Bn ta.in and thus directly con­
tribute to the economic rehabilitation of Britain. The contemplated American 
subsidies (the term "loan" can hardly be seriously applied to these transactions) 
would, in effect. amount to a further indirect lean to :Brttain, which, for 
.:nbvious reasons, the British Government is now reluctant to request directly. 

In view ef this, it seems entirely appropriate that the United States Government 
link the Palestine question with these current negotiations. This is the more 
appropriate since the commitments which America is asked to undertake relate 
to the Near East. As has been pointed out in the press, by Walter Lippnan and 
others, the problems of the Near East are very intimately interrelated, and the 
"-erican Govemment ehoul4 not be content to deal with them piece-meal. It is 
not reasonable to aak ouf Government to take a decisive hand in atabilizing the 
situation in one part of that area while at the same time being compelled to 
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tolerate in another part of the same area a state of affairs which it regards as 
deeply unsatisfactory. 

If .America is to become active in the Near East, it should do so on ita own terms 
and in accordance with its own policies and not merely as an adjunct of British 
policies. And if such a course is to involve the United States in Greece or 
Turkey, it certainly should include a satisfactory solution of the question of 
Palestine, a country in ~ich the United Statee Government hus an interest of 
long standing. 

Viewed in this light, it is simply unthinkable that at a time when America is 
asked to contribute materially to international stabilization, Britain should 
continue to interpose obstacles to a ju.st solution of the Palestine problem. 
It is remarkable, al.so, that in her appeal to America :Britain should plead 
poverty and the :Burden involved in maintaining 10,000 troops in Greece, while 
spending $160,000,000 annually t~ keep 100,0CO men mooilized in Palestine for 
the purpose of enforcing a policy in defiance of international law. In view of 
the growing dependence of Great Britain on American financial aid, it is no 
exaggeration to S8¥ that .America is helping to fino.nce the vast military estalr 
lishment in Fal.estine and the military repression of its population. 

Should the United States Government raise the Palestine issue in this context -
and in view of the new commitments we are expected to make, - it is reasonable 
to believe that the British Government will prove far more amenable than here­
tofore. 

The recent British gesture in referring the falestine question to the United 
Nations does not affect the vw.idity of this argument. It is no more than a 
gesture for the moment. The British decision is so vague, unaccompanied by ~w 
concrete proposals, and so carefully avoids committing Britain to abide by any 
decisions of the United Nations, that it amounts hardly to more than another 
delaying maneuver -- a repetition of the Anglo-.8mericon Committee of Inquiry 
on a wider international scale. In the circumstances, our Government refused 
to become party to any United Nations in4uiry pending clarification of the 
British position. Essentially, the issue remains one which has to be cleared 
with Britain directly, and in doing this the approach suggested above ma_y prove 
effective. 

3/13/47 

. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionist Emergency Council Date 

FronlI. , rry L. Shapiro 

i-.a.rch 28, 19~7 

The enclosed memora.~d~d was sent tod~y to the C1· ·nen of Local 
Emerbency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date March 28, 1947 

Harry L. Shapiro 
• 

I wish to inf om you that the ~ec :ti ve Co'"l.':li tt ee of the 
American Zionist Emer6ency Counci -~ h ;1s unw i!·1ously decided 
to invite the United Zionists-Revisionists of America to 
participate in the Amcriccn Zionist Emergency Council and 
its Executive Committee. In keepinb wit~ the numerical 
proportion of the various Zionist groups rel resented on 
the Council, the United Zionists-Ravi sionists have been 
allotted one place on the E:~ecuti ve Cammi ttee and tuo 
places on the Council. 

Accordin;;ly, it is now in 01·c~er for the local Zmerbency 
Councils to invite the Chapte1·s of the United Zionists­
Revisionists, \1herever such Chapters c::ist, to partici­
pate in the meetinGs of the local Councils and of their 
various bodies. The representation to be accorded to 
the Zionists-Revisionists in t~ e 1 cal Councils is to 
be deternined by stJ.d Councils on t.1e basis of the rela­
tive strength of the local Revisionist Chapters as com­
pared to the strength of the other Zionist 6roups. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

~hairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date April 14, 1947 

Harry Lo Sha:pi ro 

ACTI0N:-F0R-PALESTI ra WEEK: MAY 4th-ll th 

In my memorandum to you of April 10th s ·.iggesting a :program 
for n ACTr0U-F0R-P.ALESTr!E ~1Em11 , I :pror1i sed to send yo 1 back0 round 
material for speakers, editors, commentators, etc. Attached is a 
comprehensive memorandum coverin~; t: .. e rrescn t situation. It may be 
used as the basis for any number of artlcJ.es, edito:dals and addresses 
dealing ,-.ri th various as::,ects of the P, ~- stiJ.-:e issue. Please feel 
free to reproduce it in part or as a ·--:~ole for •.:id.e circulation a.11ong 
the molders of :public opinion in ~rou.r cor.un ~.! i ty. 

Also attached a.re two drafts of resolutions W!1ich m~r be used 
as a basis for action by Grou~s in ~ou~ city. 

If there are any mcet:n.~s of national org~'1izn.tions scheduled 
in your community for t e aext t::irce or four weel-:s, will you :please 
advise us withol;.t delay. 

Regards. 

HLS:PJ3 
Encs. 
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.April, 1947 

Mll!ORAUDUM 

1, With the publication of the :British note to the Un :i. ted nations of April 2nd, 
the Palestine issue entered a new phase. The text of the note follows: 

"His Maj esty1 s Government in t he United Kingdom request 
the Secretary General of the United nati ons to place the 
question of Palestine on the agenda of the General Assembly 
at its next regular a'lnual session. Th ey will submit to the 
Assembly an account of their administration of the League of 
nations ma.'ld.ate and will ask the Asr embly to make recommenda­
tions under .Article 10 of the Charter, concerning the future 
government of Palestine. 

"In making this request, His =~~ osty' s Government draw 
the attention of the Secretary General to the desirability 
of an early settl0111ent in Palestine and to the risk that the 
General Assembly might not be able to decide upon its recom­
mendations at its next reg11lar a'lnuaJ. session unless some 
preliminary study of the question had previously been made 
under the ausp ices of the United nations. They t herefore 
request the Secretary General to surnnon, as soon as possible, 
a special session of the General Assembly for the purpose of 
constituting and instructing a special c01,1mi ttee to prepare 
for the consideration, at the regnlar session of the Assembly, 
of the question ref erred to in the preceding parngraph. 11 

2. Unfortunately, this new phase is not as deci s ive as appears on the surface. 
Careful reading of the note shows that :Britain do es not 1,ut its ma'ldate for Pales­
tine (a mandate which she holds from the League of Uatio!1s) at the disposal of the 
United Jations; nor does she offer to withdraw from Palestine; nor does she submit 
to the judgment of the 'Jnited Uations regarding the legality of the regime now in 
force in that country; nor does she even commit herself to abide by uhatever deci­
sions the United nations may reach regarding the future of Pnlest L'le, She merely 
asks for "recommendations"; uithout giving the slig test indication that she uould 
consider herself bound by them. 

3. This impression, 11hich one gathers from the text of the British note, is fur­
ther corroborated by V1ell-authenticated ne,...,spaper reports. It nill suff ice to quote 
from tuo such reports: 

"LOUIXr; , April 2 - The l3ritish have definitely decided 
not to relinquish their mandate in Palestine to the United na­
tions , hen the General Assembly meets to consider the Pal ljstininn 
problem, it ua~ learned in a.~ authoritative quarter today. 

"In fact, the :British seem determined to reserve their 
position all along the line a~d, hile they do not s~ th'l.t 
they uould reject o.ny United nations• recommendations that 
they surrender thoir mandate, they point out that the General 
Assembly ca.~ make only recommendntions, not decisions. 

"Hence, a.'ly decision nn.ist, in the f i."la.1 ona.lysi a, be made 
by the British Government and not by tho United lations. This 
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mca~s that the :British, in effect, have given up nothing 
so fnr as Palesti!le is concerned. 1oreover, it nas mn.de 
clear that they consider t1e present situntio!l as 'frozen• 
until the United Hat ions makes its recommcndn.tions, if 
a..""ly • • • II 

(1. Y. Times, April 3 1 1947) 

11 LAKE SUCCESS, L. ! . , April 3 -- Gr a'1.t :Sri tn.in has 
reserved her right to reject any United .ations decision 
on the future of Pnlestine, it :n.1.s m: 1.dc cJ.car today. 

11The :British req_uost for Ge_ .. cr··,1 ..• sscmbly co!lsidera­
tion of the Holy Lmd do es not a11to: 1:-it i.cnlly conrrti t London 
to acceptance of ,;;lint evt r 'the Asscr•bJ.;7 decides. At the 
seme tine, of:'icinls of t~e Britis~1 clcle,:;n.tion explflined 
this ;J.fternoo!1. , Gre"t ]ritn.in is rea~" to ["ive thorough 
co!lsideration to n-~" Assembly recm.Jnendation • • • '' 

(U.Y. Hernld Tribu.11e, .April 4 1 1947) 

4. In the light of the above, the British net ion in referri!lg the Pn.lestine 
question to the United Jntions , inst en.a. of being a genuine oppenl to the inter­
nn.tionn.l orga..'l"\..ization for a soli1tion, asnm:eo ti e cLaracter of n f 1rther plny for 
time. By putting i!l notion inter~ationN. r.m.chi!lery of L'tlvestign.tion n-l1d delibe­
ration, the British govermnent again hopes to evna.e der.1Emds that she modify her 
Pnlesti!le policy; she seeks to continue her 1_)rese."'1t ln.1.,less regime pending the 
deliberations; nnd -- once 11 rccorIDendntio!ls 11 nre fornuln.ted - she retains tl e 
freedom to disreeurd them. 

This is not the first time that tho British gover!1r.1ent h!l..s dealt in this 
mnnner ~.-Tith the Pf'lestine ~,robleti . On the contrn.ry, this hn.s becor:1e the esto.b­
lished pattern both for unilateral British inquiries ,'1!1d fc;r intcrnntionru. in­
quiries i!lito the Palas.t'in,a issue initi~t ed b; ]ri tni_ 1 

A British Royal Connission (Peel ConMission) in 1937 inquired into the :Bri­
tish administration of Palestine, severel;r criticized th'l.t adninistrntion as u_ll­
just to the Je.:s, a.'tld reconr.iended the pnrti tion of tllE) coU! try into Je 1ish a.'tld 
Arnb States. ~his conclusion did not find fn.vor .-1th the British govern"lent . It 
thereupon appointed onother Connission (. oodhcnd Co~11 .. insion) ·1hich reported in 
1938 thnt the partition of the country nns inrrnctic~ble, n..~d Britain coald look 
foruard to~ further indefinite period of rule over ?~lestine. 

To give herself n.~ alibi further to curt~il Je~ish develop~ent in Palestine, 
:Britnin convoked a so-cal led "Rou.."'ld-Tnble Conference" on Palestine in the spri!lg 
of 1939. Uone of the nenbers of the Lergu.e of nntions ,.:..ere invited. But :Britain 
did invite the Arn.b States, ·rhich did not forn :-9~rt of the Lerigu.e n.'tld nhich ha.ve 
a.s little right to deternine Pn.lestine's destiny a.s pn.lestine hns to detemi!le 
their future. 

When the Conference ended in failure -- ns TT~s universally expected - the 
British Governnent rm.de this n.~ excuse to publish the "White Pr.per of 1939 11 , n 
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doc'W'Jent U..'1.der ~hich only ?5,000 nore JeTTs were to be adnitted to P~lestine n."ld 
all further JeTiish innigrntion into the Je'.7ish 1, ational Hone uns to be subject to 
.Arnb consent; the Je';-,ish population was to rennin forever n minority; nnd severe 
discrininatory □ensures uere to be enacted forbidding Je~s to ncquire property nnd 
to settle in 95% of the territory of Palestine. 

In the srme year, the Permanent Ma.'1.d:,tes Connission of the League of nations -­
!1.ot a trur.iped-up especinlly-conposed-a'ld-selected gathering, but ~ cor.Ipetent 
international authority entrusted QY the League TTith the task of supervising the 
ndninistration of all nn..'ld.ntory regines - decided that the White Pnper uas con­
trary to the Hnndnte for Palesti!le. :But si! ce this fi!lding of the internationnJ. 
authority uas U..'lwelcor.1e to the :Brt tish Governr:,:mt, it 1:10.s bli tholy ignored, a'ld 
Palestine is governed to this very day U..'ldor t >.e terns of the White Pnper, in 
flagrrt.'lt violation of the Ja'1date. 

When, cith the end of the war, the plight of t ... e uprooted Jeus of Europe made 
the opal'ling of Palestine a nntter of extrene nr &mc:r, nnd the President of the 
United States requested that at least 100,000 of these uprooted Je•.1s be ndr.littcd 
to Pnlestine in:1edi.1.tcl~r, the British Governnc~t, see}-ing to nvoid action, proposed 
the appointnent of a joint k.1glo-AnericrL"l Co:in ittee of !!1ql iry. This Cor.i r1ittee, 
in April 1946, for.,ulnted n series of long-ter~ proposals n.'1d n feu recommendations 
for ir.u, ediate action, viz., the in1edinte nru1ission of 100,000 Jens a.'1.d the abro­
gation of the discrininntory □ensures enncted under the White Prg:,er. 

These recor.1..1end.ations did :-iot plen.se the British Governnent. Therefore, they 
uere ig?iored. Instead, the :Brittsh proposed a further "study" of t he Pnlestine 
problen by the United St"'.tes nnd Gren.t :Brita in. This 11 study11 culninnted in the 
so-cnlled Morrison Pln..'l, m1der uhich Pnlestine r.rns to ret1ain 11-"1.der British nuthor­
ity for an indefinite period, thouGh n.'l ostensible self-governna"lt scheme uas to 
be offered to Arnbs ~'1.d Je s, respectively, i 11 sone parts of the co11-"ltry; . in fact, 
ho ~ever, these rights of self-governnent ~ere nullified by provisions for British 
supervision a'1.d. veto• Provided thnt .Arnb s rL'ld J e":7s both ri.creed to such p erpetun-
t ion of British rule, 100,000 Je.:s ,ere to be n.llo ~1ed to e~ter Pnlestine at the 
rate of 4,000 a nonth, but further Jeuish innigr~tion into Jost of Pnlestine uas 
to be mode i:,possible and their innigration into the so-called "Jc-rl.sh province" 
uns to be subject to British veto. 

'Mien this a.ll-too-tra.'1spn.rent propos:11 oo.s rejected by the President of the 
United States, nnd the British Gove!"!lnent once norc fncedpressure f or im:1ediate 
action, it resorted ngnin to the device of n "rou..'1.d-toble conference" uith Jey.rs, 
Pn.lestine Arabs, a'ld representntives of the Arab Stntes. Agr-.L'l the British posed 
as selfless mediators atte~ting to brirg together tuo ttu..'1.rensonable" parties. 

But the dovice uns used once too often :md no lo!1gor deceived a~yone. Fnced 
uith nounting criticisn, at hone n..'1.d nbrond1 of its hnndling of the Palestine 
problem, the British Governnent hnd to try sonething !leu. It referred the Pn.les­
tine issue to tho Unit ed Jations. For n. fer, reeks, nhile the precise terns u..'1.der 
uhich the United Un.tions rmuld deal ,;:i th this problcn TTere not yet kno't7!1, sections 
of public ordnion ho.d thought thnt this tine the Bri tlsh Governnent uas i~deed 
inviting the judgr1ent and decision of nn inpf\l"tinl int ernationnl body. But now 
thnt the note to the United Untions has been published nnd comnented upon by 
British officials, it is plnin thnt ogain .10 have !lo thing nore thn."l a procrnsti­
no.t ing device on the part of the British Govel"!lnent rrhich is o.s deternined as 
ever to pursue n policy U..'liversolly recognized o.s iniquitous a"ld lawless. 
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6. It is now almost generally understood that British p olicy in Palestine 
springs from utterly selfish motives. Growing recognition is given to the fact 
that this policy is even more specifically determined by the p ersonal a.11d group 
interests of a small clique of British Colonial officials unwilling to abdicate 
their present position. nevertheless, British official documents and unoff icial 
comnents continue to insist that Britain's interest in Palestine is unselfish, 
detached, motivnted by humanitarian considerations alone, and that her difficulties 
there are not of her own making but are the trngic result of the attempt of t e 
fair-minded British rulers to do equal justice to two antngonists. To make this 
picture more r lau.sible, :Sri tish politicians ,vent out of their wey to encourage a'1d 
stimulate Arab opposition to Jews. Having done so, they p oL11t to this same Arab 
opposition as a reason for evnding their resp onsibilities. 

7. Though few illusions remain regarding British intentions in "submitting" the 
PPlestine issue to the United u.-:i.tions, the vor: - f:"',ct that this issue has been 
placed on the agenda of the international org;inizn:tion offers a challenee and an 
opportunity: even if Grent Britain means to ignore t .. 1ose recommendations of the 
United Uations uhich she finds annoying, this does not free the members of thnt 
great body from their responsibility to off er such recommendations as nre ITn.TrEmt ed 
by the facts. All internntionnl progress is based up on the ideg thnt some dD.y 
individual governments, honevcr defi '1.."1.t of the enlightened op inion of civilized 
mnnkind nnd houever brazen in their viol,'ltion of international lnu, will come to 
the point of respecting the judgment of humanity. This is nlso the ultimate hop e 
which may be held out in con.-riecti0n ,.1i t 1 Pnlostine, nnd one should expect, there­
fore, that the individunl gover!l!Ilents of uhich the United nations is composed r,ill 
not mnke themselves accom~lices in the c~ime committed by Grent Britnin, but uill 
give their judgment as their conscience bids tl1cm. 

B. Specificnlly, the governments composing the • n i ted l~ntions i ill have to 
guard watchfully e.gn.inst being drnun in by Grent Britain into any expression of 
approval or npprecintion of the record of the British ndministrntion in Palestine, 
however vague or in.~ocnous its ,·ording might be. It should be reru.ized thnt, even 
though the British mny disregard the positive reco mend.r.1.tions of the United i ntions 
regarding the future of Pnlestine1 they ,1ill interpret the lenst expression of ap­
proval of their past record ns a sn.i-iction by the internn.tio!1nl body to continue 
their arbitrary regime. If the United uations go into the record of the :British 
Administration at n:Ll, they should pass true judgment on it in the light of the 
international Handnte uhich that Administrntion :m.s suorn to uphold. If they ore 
not prepared to do that, the le:i.st one mny expect of t :hem is not to nbet the con­
tinuation of past iniquities for . the sf'J:e of i nternntionnJ. courtesy. 

~. As a m:\tter of fact, it nould be highly desirable if tl e Unit ed iations, before 
addressing themselves to the question of Pulestine1 s future, should take up the 
issue of the consistency of Palestine's present regime with existing international 
agreements. After all, the United 1-a.tions is the guardiroi of international law, a..i-id 
is dedicated to the proposition th t valid treaties shoulcl. b,e observed. The viola­
tion of the League of Uations :inndate is so clear that it is wholly within the 
jurisdiction of the United nations Assembly to express itself on this question. 
United nations bodies have alren.dy been asked to take a stn...11d on several issues 
which involved questions of international law: the dispute bet1.,een the U.SeS.R. 
and Iran, the dispute between South Africa nnd Indil:',, and the dispute between Great 
Britain a."'l.d Albru1in; and in two out of these three cases, the United l ations did 
take a stnnd. On the other hand, the United rations may prefer to ref er the ques­
tion of the legality of the present regime in Palestine under international law to 
the Internntional Court of Justice set up under Chapter XIV of the United Uations 
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Chart er. This procedure would be more time-consuming but equally proper. W'nich­
ever of these t·r;o procedures is adopted, it is to be devoutly hop ed th/'\t • in one 
wny or nnother, n. truly impartial judgment on the legality of British rule in 
Pnlestine will be rendered. 

10. Before agreeing to toke nny action on the British request, it would be hig~1ly 
proper for the United Uations Assembly to request and obtn.in n.ssura."'lces from Bri­
tish nuthorities that its findings will be observed by them. The Government of 
the United Stntes hn.s just given a stutesmn...'1.like proof of its n.ttitude touard the 
United Untions by agreeing to modify n most importr\."'lt prirt of current .MieriC{t."1 
foreign policy ( our assistnnce to Greece nnd Turkey) a.t the request of n siil'q) le 
mnjori ty of the United l n.tions Securtty Co~"lcil~ It is, therefore, quite in order 
to suggest that Britain should agree to subnit to the findings of a majority of 
the United ·Intions Assembly (to which body, r-1.ther thnn to the United l_Jations 
Security Council, the British had chosen to bring t l ~ Palestine problem) without 
reserving to itself t he right to refuse com1. lir,_'f'lce uit:1 these findings. Anything 
le-as nould make the United Ua.tio!ls appear ridiculous. 

11. It has been pointed out by British spokesmen that Britain can."'lot commit her­
self to accept findings of the United nations wh:.ch would require her, as the 
Po~er in control of Palestine, to ca~ry on a policy uhich she is not prcpn.red to 
1.L"'ldertnke. This ma.y, at most, be n renson for relieving Brit~in of her present 
position of responsibility for ond nuthority over Pnlestine. But in all fa.irness, 
this cc.mnot be considered a valid nr6umc..-rit og:unst mo.king recommendations which 
are cnlled for by the facts of the situntion.. 

12. In formul:\ting substa-riti ve reeommend~tions regarding PnlestL"'le 1 s future, the 
member-governments of the United ~r:\tio!ls should keep in mind the need to dis­
tinguish betueen the immediate future n.."ld n lo~g-rn..-rige solution. If no such 
distinction is mn.de, it \7ould be ensy for the British to k eep stavi!1g off a long­
ra-rige solution, thus maki!lg it possible for t hemselves to co!1tinue the present 
brutal regime in Pnlestine for a-ri indefinite period. It TTould be hig1ly np,ropri­
ate, therefore, to pnss a preliminnry set of interim recommendations designed to 
bring present British n.dministrntion in P~lcstine into line with existing inter­
nationnl la\7, n.-rid to pa.ss to the consideration of lo~g-rtL"'lge recommendations only 
if fl..-rid when the British govc-rnmc!'l.t \7ill have :\;recd to nbide by· the interim recom­
mendations. The minimum interim p olicy upon !hich every fn.ir-mL-rided p erson mey 
insist should be the abolition.of the discriminntory rncinl mea.sures nou in force 
in Palestine n.-rid the r e-opening of Pnlestine to lnrge-scnle Jeuish immigrntion 
in accorda"'lce m. th the Mandate. 

. 
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13. It is hoped that ,-rhen the United Nations approach the task of fornulat­
ing a long-range solution for Palestine they will keep in mind that the social, 
economic, and political reasons which prompted the League of l~ations a generation 
ago to sanction the idea of a Jewish National Hone that would develop in time 
into a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, have not become less conpelling. 
On the contrary, if the need for a Jewish lTational Home was clear to the statesmen 
cf a generation ago, it should be even more obvious to their successors of today. 
Hor have any other attendant circUP.1stances changed so as to militate against t he 
continuation of the Jewish liational Home polic;r, Economically, ti).e history of 
Jewish colonization in the intervening decades has dispelled an,, doubts as to 
,,nether a Jewish Commonwealth is feasible. Politicall~r , the setting-aside of 
Palestine as the National HoI!le of the J0wish 11co •)le was part of a general settle­
ment under which about one r.iillion square r:iiles 1·10re established as territories 
of the future Arab States; theso States have not·,' n.11 cone into being and have 
assumed their places as members of the famil~r cl 1 at ions, leaving uafulfilled 
only that part of the settlement which concerns t:10 cle,;olopmcnt of Palestine as 
the Je1;1ish Hational Home. Fj_nally, the Je,_-,ish r1. g.h. ts to Palestine confirr.1ed in 
a series of valid documents ( the Balfour Declaration of 1917, the Resolution of 
the ?rincipal Allied ?otrcrs at Sai Remo in 192n, the Lua6uc of : ations : ra:idatc 
of 1922, the Uni tod Statos-Bri ti sh Palestino Convention of 1924) of which the 
Je,-rish peo})le is the beneficiary, have crea ea. a position in which Jewish rights 
to Pale stinc have been recognized anct mn;t no longer bo denied ,1i thout Jo,- i sh 
consent. Legally as well as morally, t:10 futnro F,tatus of Palos tine must, 
therefore, be based on the right of the Jewish people to re-esta.blis: Palestine 
as t~1e territory destined to become th Jewisi1 Stato. 

14. ~he above considerations apyly to er..ch anc.l verv Mcr.1ber of the United 
Nations. They apply particularly to tho Government of the U:1i tod States. Our 
Government has assume":. a position of moral lendershin i world affairs. It has 
acted on this assumption in tho ·re[>.r East and within the United J.rations. hen 
it comes to the problem of Palestine, it strnds pa.rticuJ.arl:r corm. i tted by a long 
series of official acts and pronouncements bet;inning ,-1i th Fresident Uilson 1 s 
endorsement of tho Balfour Declaration; a c.Toint :itesolutio::.1 o-f Concrcss in favor 
of the Jewish HD.tional Home polic~r, adoptea under Presic:o:1t :Iarding; a treat:, 
ratified by President Coolidge; and ending ,1ith a current Resolution of the U.S. 
Congress in December 1945 and official pronouncmnents by the J:resid~nt of the 
United Statos in October 1946. 

15. All these documents are too lengt.n~r to quo to in this me .. orandum, but 1 t 
may be useful to recall the most recent resolution of Congress on this subJect: 

"RESOL1T.sD BY THE SErATE ('I'HE :m...,s11, OF ~pR:;:s:;::i::As:'I11'ES 
COHC Il G), Thn.t t!rn interest sho1.,m by the President in 
the solution of this problcr.1 j_ s hereb;r conr1onded and that 
the United States shall use its good offices with the 
mandatory power to the end thnt Palestine shall be opened 
for free entry of Jo ,,s into that country to the naximu.: : 
of its agricultural and econonic potentialities , n.nd that 
there shall be full opportunity fo colonizntion and devel­
opment, so that they ma~' freely proceod with tho upbuilding 
of Palestine as the J owi sh national home and, in association 
with all clements of the population, establish P['.lcstine as 
n democratic commonweal th in '1hich all men , regnrdloss of 
race or creed, shall have equal rights." 

. 
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16. It is hoped, therefore, that no 1 . .,r that the Governt1ent of the United States 
is called upon to deal with the Pnlestine question not only in its individunl 
capacity but also as a leading member of the United :iiations, it will take a clen.r 
and unequivocal stand in support of the policy to which it is so clearly 
committed, and tho rig.hteousness and wisdom of which tho loo.dors of t · o AnericP.n 
people have so often and clearly affirmed. It should be realized that m~ny of 
tha smaller governments of the United ations uill follo\1 the lead of the 
Government of tho United Stntes in this matte~, as in ma~r other mqttcrs • .Any 
sign of ,-reakness, hesitation or compromise ,.,rith principle on the part of the 
mighty United States will induce mnny other go,,crnments within the Jnitcd Nntions 
to deal with the proble:n in a similar manner. In thnt case, the resolutions of 
the United }ations will be vague, opJ,ortunistic, ,..nd ineffective. Justice will 
be the loser, nor ,ri.11 the name of the _nited st~.tes be enhanced. If, on the 
other hand, the President of t:1e Uni tcd Staten i :u.strncts the American delegation 
to the United lj"ations to uphold forthrightl.,r t : c c!'luse of justice in this matter, 
we may feel certain that mo s t countries of the 1.•10 le~ will rnll~r around our 
Government. Fhatever the subsequent f\.tti tn0.e of Gr c~t Eri tain, the United -at ions, 
under th~lcadership of our own country, \•1ill then hrwc done its duty. 

, 



D~ OF llSOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the ~ritish Government's action in submitting the Palestine 

question to the General Assembly of the United Hations has been revealed as 

an empty gesture since, by its own admission, the British Qover!l.lnent will not 

be bound to execute recommendations that may be forthcoming from that body; a'rld 

WHEREAS, the :Sri tish Gover.iment has repeatedly violated its obligations as 

the Mandatory of Palestine by r6l)udiating the solemn pledges expressed in the 

:Balfour Declaration and the Palestine I.!anda.te YTith re£;ard to the facilitation 

of Jewish immigration into Palestine a11.d t 11e continued development of the 

Jewish ·ational Homo; and 

ilHEREAS, the British Gov0rnment has imposed totalitarian measures of r&­

pression on the entire Jewish Cor.u1ru.nity of Palestine; and 

WHEREAS, the plight of the Jewish su.rvivors in EJ.rope is steadily worsen­

ing, making it imperative that tl ey leave that h0stile continent at the earliest 

moment ; a'rld 

WHEREAS, the seizure and mass deportation to Cyprus of so-called 11 illegal 11 

Jewish immigrants constitute a brutal campnign aGainst helpless men, women and 

children, completely inconsistent uith the principles of the Atlantic Charter; 

and 

WHEREAS, such immigrants embark for the Holy Land as of their legal right, 

since the White Paper of 1939, which bars their entry, uas rep diated by the 

Permanent a~dates Comnission of the League of :ations as inconsistent with the 

Palestine Mand.ate -- thus mc1king illegal the policy pursued by the :British 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Government o~ the United States of .America, through the 

passage of resolutions in both Houses of Congress, and through pla.'lks in the 

platforms of both major political parties, is pledged to free Jenish immigration 

into the Holy Land and the establishment in Palestine of a free and domocratio 
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Jewish Commonwealth; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ue respectfull;" call upon the Government 

of the United States to take the initiative during the forthcoming special 

meeting of the General Assembly of the United .Tat im1s, in vigorously champion­

ing the program for Palestine uhich it has rcpeatedl:," r eaffirmed, thereby 

defeating the :Sri tish Government's nttempt to CMploy the United nations session 

as a maneuver to retain its present ?;,lest inc r,olicy; 

.AUD, be it further roso .. ved that pendin~· ,·-.. final settletient of this 

question by the United _ at ions the great '"1eie,;ht •·)f ti.1e Uni tcd States Govcrrunent 

should be brought to 'bear on the L!al'ld..~tory Governmc!lt to the end thn.t an interim 

policy based upon tle cxistL'l'lg :andat0 be sot into motion at once providing for 

immediate largo-scale Jeryish immigration into P<llestine nnd tho removal forth­

with of the discrim5nator;r lnnd restr:i.ctions i!l the Je,,ish Uatio!ln.l Home. 



....... 

DR.A.Fr OF RESOWTIOU 

WHEREAS, the motives of the British Government in submitting the Palestine 

issue to the United lat ions have been laid open to question by the public admis­

sion of British official spokesmen that Great Britain will not be bound to accept 

the United nations• recommendations on Palesti!1e; and 

WHEREAS, by its refusal to implement the .A..'1glo-.American Committee of Inquiry's 

unanimous recommendation that 100,000 homeless Jews be admitted into Palestine 

immediately -- despite the assura.."lce of British Foreign Secretary Bevin that unani­

mous recommendations would be acted upon rri thout delay - the British Government 

has demonstrated that it will accept the dec~.sions of international bodies only 

when such decisions harmonize with Britain's present illegal policy on Palestine; 

and 

7HEREAS, the British Governr.ient 1 s a.ction in ref erring the question of Pales­

tine to the United nations is, therefore, the latest in a long series of delaying 

tactics, designed to evade Great Britain•s cl ear obligations U.."lder the terms of 

the Balfour Decl~ration and the ;1Jandate for ?nlostine; and 

\'IBDEAS, the ~ritish Government is today enforcing the 1939 Vfhito Paper 

pol icy, declared illegal by the Perrna."lent da11dat es Commission of the League of 

Uat ions and condemned by men of good will in every lnnd; and 

\'THER&AS, that policy has produced indcscribnblc suffering U."ld hardship for 

the homeless Je~ish victims of lnzi persecution who still ,nit for deliverance in 

the Displaced Persons' Ca!IJ)s of Europe, and. has nl so converted t .1e Je ish lla.tional 

Home into an armed camp where the British .A.dr!li·1istration in,poses totnlitarian 

measures of repression ngA.inst the entire Je-:1ish co:r.rnronity; A..'1d 

\IBEREAS, the m~ss deportation to Cyprus of honeless JeTis seeking to reach 

their internationally-gunrn.nteed Honelnnd is o. flagront violation of every moro.1 

concept of the democro.t ic .:orld; nnd 

TIHEREAS, the Governnent n.."ld people of the United States of Am ericn, through 



-2-

the passage of Resolutions in both Houses of Congress, through plnnks in the plnt­

forms of both major political parties, nnd through decl::i.rations of the Presidents 

of the United St :ites, nre corunitted to the policy laid doTTn by the frruners of t:ie 

Pnlestine .a"ldate: free Jer,ish immigrntion into Pnlestine so thn.t the Jewish 

people mny reconstitute that coi.u1try as a. free alld democratic Je..-,ish commonwealth; 

and 

i7HEREAS• the Jewish people throughout tl e norld1 together ,;rith nillions of 

.Americnn citizens of all races :md creeds, non loo ~ to the United States to demon­

strate that it is resolved to uphold the Pnle!":th e policy nhich it hc'l.s y,ledged to 

support, and thus bring justice to o. long-s1.1-ff ering _:l.!1d tragically pers ecuted 

people; alld 

EREAS, such a strmd by the United Stfl.tes would nullify the Eri tish Govern­

ment• s current P.ttempt to enploy the t r1 :ltcd Ent ions as n delaying device nnd to seek 

international snnction for its present illernl policy on P .~estine; 

THEREFORE EE IT RESOLVED that ~e respectfully c all upon the President of the 

United stntes to tDke nll necessary steps to insure thnt m1ring the forthcoming 

specin.1 session of the Genernl Assembly of the United r~tions the delegate of the 

United States shall advocate the program for Palestine uhich our country has re­

aff inned tine ruid ag:1.in; and 

EE IT FliTRrHER RESOLVZD that •.1e Cf'l..11 upon tl e President of the United Stntes to 

bring the great ·,;,eight of the Unit od St:1t es Go-.;er:uient to benr on the Mnndatory 

Government to tho end th~.t ponding n finnl scttlenent of tho Pnlostine issue by the 

United Untions, A.'11 interim policy based upon tho torr.is of t '!O existing .1a"ldate for 

Palestine be set into motion at once -- o. policy providing for ir.1:.1edinto lnrgo-scnle 

Jeuish ir.nnigration into Pnlcntine nnd tho rc~ovol forth,;rith of the discrininatory 

land restrictions in the Jeni sh Ua.tionftl Hone; nnd 

EE IT FURI'HER RESOLVED th~t copies of this Resolution go for ard to the Presi-

dent of the United St,~tes, the Secretary of stnte, the U:1der Secretary of State, 

the .American Delegate to the Genernl Assembly of t 1e nited ~ a.tio!ls, and members 

of both Houses of the Congress of the United States. 



• AM&JICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chair~en of Local Emergency Committees Date 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed are three important it ems. 

1. A reprint from the April .Atla-i tic 1~ont .. 1l~ of Eliahu 
l3en-Horin 1 s splendid reply to rl. :i:. St ~-'"'e's anti-Zionist 
"Zionist Illusion" which appeared in the IebruP.ry issue 
of the Atlantic ·~onthly. 

You will find • r. Ben-Horin I s reply a usef·il an lysi s of 
the frequently heard arg 1ent that a Zionist solution for 
Palestine negates the deLlocrhtic ri&~t of self-dete~rnin~­
tion. The article may be obtained in liaited quantity 
from this office. 

2. A state:nent issued yesterday by the Je,,!ish A0 ency 
which deals with the co ing speci a l ses ;; i on o:f the United 
ations. 

3. A release issuen today by the Anerican Ch istian 
Palestine Committee on the occasion of one of its Re~ion­
al Conferences in -1e:.1I'hi s, Tennessee. Similar action cun 
be duplica ted in ever local community in a.ccordunce with 
the lines of policy \!hich have already been COiilllt'lL"'licc.ted 
to you. 

HLS:RB 
Encs. 
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STilE.·lEi.'JT OF JE fl SH AGEt~CY -- APRIL 15, 194 7 

After two years of deliw, the future of the Jewish 1 eo.!. lo in Pales ine 
is at last on the i!l ternational agenda. In a previous internatio!lal • e(!i s :0:1, 
the historic connection of the Jevish people with Pc.le c:;tinc und. t: cir ::i:;Lt 
to reconstitute t' eir :1ational hor.1elond there we. :·ecogn:.zcc'" .. b:r t..10 Le i_.ue 
of l ations, when in 1922 it approved the PL..lesti.. e ~Iandate. OnG of the last 
acts of that body was the rejection, by ital? rmtillent ::einc.etcs Com .. ~ission, 
as inconsistent with the i-1,:ncl:;,te, o: th.c ::-estriction ic::_1 osed b;/ t:· c PD.les­
tine White Paper, juGt before the ollt't::teru: of :~r in 19 9. Gren:~ 3::..•ituin 1 s 
violation of the :-~cme.ate \·:...i.~ w.l::>\1eJ to cc--_tinue witho ·t nllthori tative inter­
national c1allenge only becruse the Le e..._, 1.0 ceasec'. to f mction c:r.c1. there uas 
no internc..ti c: al forur. to ,,1:J.· • ti~e C:e1.·ic' - -eo le coulc .. turn fol" rec:rcss . 

i-Iost of the nntirms now in the "JH, u:; ::c;1b,· rs of the Le3g1te, were 
parties to the covenant w·th tl\o J 0:ish _~_1 00_._a.c .... :c Jm·ns·1 people look to 
the u ... ;, us trustee o.i. t·1e world I s c )nsci EncL, to i:td.r. t n.in the int cc,ri t;r of 
that undertaking. 

Events of the last ZS years, and in particular the P-Xperience of the 
lact ,·ar, have proved t~e justice c:nd the ur 0 ent necessity of falfilling 
the hi' pu111ose of he 1 andate . T~1e 6 r o~·1th of t _e Jewish. J..-atioral HoMe 
has vindicat ed the vision of lf•22 . The trngic fate of t: c- JC\·rs t-f 3Jurope, 
6,000,000 oi whom were dC'st~Qyed -Y Hi tJ.er sava -~ery , h as c.ccent11 ...... t ·C. the 
urgency of action to enable the destitute , nd dispossessed survivors to re­
build their liv sin the land of their choice. 

It is almost two years since the war ended in Europe . It was hoped 
that long before this, the Je ,s ,oulcl- hnve b0e1 hcl •~ et bac~~ to a. normal 
life. But every obstn.cle ans been placed in their ,-,~. Tl e reo}:.le:iing of 
Palestine to large-scale Jewish immigration has been c::-uelly an inC:cfensibly 
delayed. In makeshift Cwll'_)S in Germwiy ana. .Austriu., in internme. t cawps in 
Cy-prus, behind barbed wire in Palestine itself, the Jews count off wasted 
days, waiting for liberati n und reconstruction. 

These peop le are on the brink of despair. :.Furtb. r delay ma7 mean a 
new catastrophe for a people thL.t sufferec,. as no ot:·er in th -Jar . It is 
i.!lperati ve that the Gener~l Acr,enbly act qui c;,.Jy anci fir ,ly. Pending an 
inquiry into the problem of lonb--tenn solution of the l?c::..le .... tine question, 
the Genercl. Ascembly co ild well excrci ne it z brea t mo r:.: .. l c.:ncl 1 oli tic al 
authority to invalid · te the illc~cl p visioas of t.. \ .. i tc P pC'::-. '£he 
General Assembly should c .... 11 u~ on t· c liondn.tory Power o co4 forn in the 
interim period to t he plc.in lett er of tl1e Pc::.l 's tine ·-~c:!1C:.c.to , to reopen 
Palestine to Jewish iri.mi~ru.tion o!· a sc:..J.e c om.."'101 sura-L; 0 with 1 rese· t needs 
and to renove ti1e e .. ist::.ng me suros of ro.cinl d.iscrir::iuati on ,rhich restrict 
Je\'tish settlement on the ln.nd and t•h • ch are repu :mt to tr.e princi~1lec of 
the U: Charter. 
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
-41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2-4917 • 

This organization combines the American Palostine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the wor¼ of both organizations. 

FOR I.~IEDIAT:J R::J'.i::kSE 

SOUTHERN CHRISTI.Ar COr7FE...-:miCE URGES PRESIDIDTT TKu.:AlT TO I"TST:rtUCT 

U. S. DELEGATES TO U.~-. TO SUIPORT 

"ESTABLISHED AMEF10. POLICY 01 P.ALZS ... I:r.E" AT S:PECI.AL SESSIO. 

·rnvll?HIS GROUP ALSO c_·~s FOR n ::'ERIM PO.,. C": ~R.- "71 ~!I:.L INSURE I:":!ED!.ATE 

LARGE-SCALE JE't·,'ISH IM ·IIG~IO..:T I TO PALESTINE 

Memphis. Tenn., April 15 -- Christiu.--i leaders of this city today wired 

President Truman and Acting Secretary of St te Ac1eson to ·1rect U.S. Deleg~tes 

to the April 28th Special Palestine Sessio1 of t:1e U. •. C-eneral Assembly to act 

in accordance with "established .i\ffiericun polic:," on P, lestine. 11 

The prominent spokesmen, !1eetint; in a Seninar of t'1e .Ame1~ican Cl ristian 

Palestine Cot1mi ttee, c.efined ~ericcm policy on Palec.tl!le as that 11 e;.._--pressed by 

Congressional Resolutions, in the .Anglo-~~eric Con~ention of 192~ , by endorse-

men ts of all Presidents since Woodrou Uiison, in the l.:1tforns of both political 

parties and by .American acceptance of the recon.~endutions for inMecliate action 

of the Anglo-.ii..Tllericz.n Committee of Inq_uirJ•" 

The •Iemphis le&ders, headec. by fomer U. s. ?..epresentative Ualter Chandler 

and Rev. arshall ingfield, also urbed that the .Mlerican dele5~tioh to the U.N. 

11press for the implementation of c.n interim policy to insure the entry into 

Palestine of at least 100,000 unfortunate refugees, who are part of a much 

larger number now living in detention camps ond displaced persons I centers in 

Europe and on Cyprus." 

{more) 
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The Conference called the President's attention to the fact tha t the terms 
under which Great Britain referred the Palestine que tion to the United .i: a ti ons 
gave "no assurance that the decisions of the United Nations will be accep ted by 

"Under these circumstances, it ,-,ould ap ::_:i ear that the C:.isp l .::..ced pe rsons cc.:1 
look forward to nothing but indefinite delay in the r e sponse of the ,-,orld to 
their p lea and t h ose basic human rights ,-,-:u c:1 h ave been so long clenied. them. It 
is, therefore, evid.ent that our Gove:rn;aent mist uph old an interin l)Olicy of ex-

~ a • • t· • t p~, t· 11 • • c · . . · , d 
pana.e . 1mm16 r a 10n 1n o cu.es 1ne, t a e 01n· ~·rnce c.ec .. Lre. 

The full text of t h e telegram follo,:s : 

"A GROUP OF REPRESEl:TAT IVE CHRISTI.AN CITIZENS :IEETI ;G mHIS 15th DAY OF 
APRIL IN '.::HE CITY OF IiE\1PHIS, T~TESS~, lnillEa T.IE SPOl.SORSEIP OF ~HE MEt1P1{IS 
CHRISTI.AN PALESTI~ra co ,f:. ITTEE RESPEc r.--rJL;1Y ASKS ~~ HE .AI:ZRJ:cAr DELEG.A:1ES 
ATTENDING THE SPECIAL SESSIO OF '1HE u.aTED UATIOi':'S ~SS]l.IBLY OPENirG or .APRIL 
28th :BE INSTRUCTED TO SUI'PORT THE EST~:3LISB:ED • fERICAN POLICY Q ·. PALESTil E, AS 
EXPRESSED BY ca ·oREssro:;.AL RESOLUTIO st I ~HE AFGLO-Ai-IERICAr CO:IV:l;TIO. OF 
1924, :BY ENDORSnrENTS OF .ALL P?..ESIDENTS SI CE 'lOODRQ· i'I...JSO.i. , IN THE PLATFOlu-~S 
OF :BOTH POLITIC.AL PARTIES Al D :BY AI{ERICAN .ACCEPT.\l.CE OF THE -tECOMr,iEND.n.TIO S FOR 
I EDI.ATE A.CTI ,. OF THE Al GLO- • rERI C : COI-t; ITTEE OF I Q,UIRY. 

11
~4E .ASK Ftral'HER THAT THE AI·D.ICr.N DELEG.rlTIO .A!! THE Ul:ITED ~TIO S ASSE,J3LY 

0 AP:ilIL 28th PRESS FOR THE I .fPL])iEt TM:I O~ OF .PY I TERII~ POLICY TO n·sURE T:-IB 
ENTRY INTO P.ALESmI OF k ~ST 100,000 trro~· ;ATE :REFUGEES iHO ARD PART OF 
A IrucF. LARGE:a • ·w::JR o: LI i/I G- I; :DE El J. 0 ... : C "O?S A.l;D DISPLACED P~RSoi;St CEt J.ERS 
I. EUROPE .AND ON CYPRUS. BOTH YOU, :;R. PR:JSIDZL;T, .. ;r D illERSEC.1. T'IT,'i.RY DEAN AC~SO 
&VE USED YOUR GOOD OFFICES O ... " ·~ TUlO~R OF OCCASimrs TO BRI:7G ABOUT TH:E :'OTIMBHT 
OF THESE Ul ?Offi'Ul ATE PZO LE TC THE ONLY PLACE 01 EA.?.Tn TO ~ HICH '2HEY DESIRE TO 
GO AUD 1JHERE THEY 1,IA.y ESTABLISH FOR THEHSELVES A lEi'.' LIFE. DESPITE THE EFFORTS 
OF THE .AMERIO&, GOVE?l ,mrT AlID THE UN~ I ous RECOL. iE::D.n.TIOl OF THE ANGLO- . -IERIC.AN 

(more) 
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001· UTT:c.:E or I Q,UIRY, THE DOORS TO PJJ:,:ESTI UJ REM.AI] CLOSED TO rnESD HELPL:2SS 

PEOPLE. 

" 0,; .AN TEER cm.fr.!ITTEE IS .ABOUl' TO Bh FOPJ.1ED Ai::'D PBECIOUS TLIE ~TILL 13:E 

LOST IN THE STUDY OF A SITUATIO.i \'TUCH HAS BEEH STUDIED. SO OFTEE BJFCBE. t ORE 

TIME \TILL THEJ: EL.APSE 1'1HILE THE UNITED NATiors cm SIDERS THE REPORT OF THIS 

COM:ITTTEE. EY:li TdEK THERE A..'ttE TO ASSURU~CJS TH..;.T THE DECISIO .. ,.S OF TH:8 UNITED 

N~IO S -TILL 3E .ACCEPTED BY THE Al.:."IDA:'OR1 PO'rER. 

"UNDilll ~nSE CIROUi1IST.A.::TCES' IT 'OULD ;,J l ~R _ffi;.T THE DI SFLACED P::JRSOUS C.ir 

LOOK FORW . RD TO OTHr·G :BUT !l:D:s:FL:IT3 D:s:L,.;,.._..,. I:: THE RES O .SE OF THE ~iORLD TO 

THEIR PLEA. .AND T CSJJ B.:...sro lf'J?,{A::; RIGIDS ~2IIC:: ::l." 3 :J1l.J..T so LO~~G DENIED THE!L. 

"IT IS :1i{~tEFORE EVID~a TH: T OTJR GOY3l~:": IE:TT ::usi:: UPHOLD lJ:.- r·T3:irG! POLICY 

OF EXP.: ID:SD IL "IG~~IO T IlL .. O PAL~sr.ir;:E. :?~COGlTIZil"'G THIS, ~:z .:iG.:1.L! :aESI'3CTFUL Jy 

UP.GE TIL T OUR P.Ei:REs:ar~ .. ~rr:ES n· r:"'·m u::I.l:ED ~·~ -:irc:.,.s DELEG.ATIG; r.30:CIVE F30~. Ye· 

DEFI1iIT:J DIR3CTIV:ES TO Pt.J"LrILL TF...E PLE:)GES ,-L.DE l3Y THE "riEP.IC./J.T P:EO?L:;. ,'E 

TRUST ':'~ ~!DJ ST).T3D lu:ERICAF POLICY 01 P.(,.T,t:S ... I :r:s ·rI? :a:: Il!PL:l,IZ~TTZ TF.F.Ot:GH 

rms SPOKESLEN AT THE .1: !TED !i'ATIO ·s .t~SSE!BL Y. 11 

--30--
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date April 23, 1947 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Many splendid reports have beon received fro:-.1 cowroiL"li ties as to the 

progress of action which the~, are ini tintinc d.urinG the ACTIOl;-F0ll­

P.ALESTllra WEEK: MAY 4th-11th. If ;rou ho.ve not sent in your report e.s 

yet, please do so at your very earliest convenience. 

Attached are a number of i terns which may be of use to your committee 

daring the progrrun on which you have embarked: 

l. A sample editorial - Palestine Before 
the UN. 

2. A series of radio spot announcements. 

3. A sample resolution, which should re­
place those sent to you last week. 

Attached are two items of information: 

Regards. 

HLS::RB 
Encs. 

1. A letter from the American section of 
the Jewish Acency to the United Nations. 

2. A press release of the Jewish Agency 
dealing i th EgyJ>t I s req_uest for an 
immediate Arab solution. 
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PALESTINE BEFORE THE un 

In submitting the Palestine question to the United Nations, Great Britain 
has apparently not riskecl relinquishing her present control over the oly 
Land. It is now rather clear that the gentlemen of the Foreign Office are 
grooting themselyes a "referee I s time-out" in their g .... me of !!idc'Lle East pcwer 
politics. 

Here is an almost unbelievable phenoMenon. Great Bri tw.n .,,ill partici-
pate in the judgment of a case in the triple role of judge, jury and Su~re~e 
Court, whereas, in point of fact. her part should be that of the defenda~t. 
Britain will reserve the preroGative of either uccepting or rejectinG ttle 
reco:n:-.1endati ons of the m;, deponc.ing on \.rhether the;r harmonize Ji th .:j_ .. . :Sevin 1 s 
anti-Zionist policy on Palentine. 

11h.en the British Government first n.n:_0u..Y1ce G. its intention of subli1i tting 
the Pale"tine problem to the GenerLl .c\.sso:jbly oft' e United Uc::.ti 1jns, it ,:c::.s 
believed by so.,.e that tLli s w .s vn honest e:fo:i.--t to settle a lon6 drrn-:n-out 
political mudcUe . But no sooner \· u.s t!1e q~:1,ostion forr.wlly In--ecentec".. t:1en 
Great Eri tain in.dice.tea. her retl i:1otives in ta.::in,, this step. :Sri tish 
official s1Jokesmen enphasi zed. th2.t t l1e Ge:1.oral Asser.~bly is e:"!J.'O -re red. to ~~=e 
only recomnendations till ·' not d.oci si ons, c:..~C: t:1ut recomnend ..:..tions hc:1C:.ec. Co !n 
by tho Unitec".. ations, .:ottld i1ot automc.tic,.11:; be bindin~· ur, on tlio Britis:1 
Govenunent. Thus, if ti10 Asse~bl7 mn2..::es rocommcnd,:i.tions which rn·ovc to oc 
at odds with present British policy these will be 0 i ren 11 due consid.eration11 

-- which means that they will be ignoretl. If, on tho other hand, the Ur 
should pennit itself to be used us an inst r.1.··10nt of the British !orcigi 
Office and. undcrwri tc the present Bi·itish attm.tpts to liquid.ate th e Jc1.-rish 
National Home, His Uajesty 1 s Govel·n.-nent -...rill lose no time ·n putting such 
Ult recommendations into effect. 

This tragic farce can be averted only if the ~nited States brings all 
of its prestige and. a sense of justice to the ~evtings at Lake Success. 
If the United States acts in accordunce ,dth its commitments on Paloc•tine 
and takes the initiative in championing the Je\.:ish cause, only t·1en will 
the Uni tcd Nations beco:ne an instrument of decision LJ1cl justice. Ho1.1eve r, 
if the Uhi ted States evades its responsibilities, t ::en Great Britain rill 
be able to utilize fifty-five nations to furti er her present illegal policies • 

• 
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This is ACTION FO?. P.ALESTilIB ~ eek. This is t!1e crucial mo::ent, ,-:hen tl1e 

fate of the Je\-lish people is about to be decided. I:veriJ American \it: a. sense 

of fair pley should today raise his voice on the side of justice. 

Onl:,r i .. ecentl~r President Truman stf;.ted: Q,UOT3, It is onl;,r natural t:1at th.is 

Government should favor at this time the entry into P rJ.estine of considerable 

numbers of displaced Jews in Europe, not only that they may fine ~1elter there, 

but also that they may contribute their ta.lents f'.nd energies to the upbuilding 

of the Jewish National Hone, UNq,UOTE. 

President Trn,'ilan spoke for America. T'10se ,. ords nust now b bnc.~ed up by 

decisive .American action within the Uniteci lTations. llrite today to President 

Truman. Urbe that our Governnent take its stand in the United rations now in 

accordance with our plede;es to tr .. e Je\·rl. sh people. 

This is the time to :1rove thut America means what it s~'"s. 

This is a call to action: Action to put an end to the o.u::.crinr; of the 

homeless Je\.1.s1 ref ~ees in Eirope. Acti on to remove <- • blot frorn t:1e conscience 

of the civilized world. Acti on to fuifill America's pledt:;es to t~e Je,:ish 

people. 

The United States has al\ a;{s supported the Je ish Ko.tional Home in Pale~tine 

and is committed to a policy of free Je ish immi c r ~tion into Palestine. The 

Congress of the United States has a .o~ted resolutions f avoring this policy. 

EverJ president of the United States -- fro .... Woodro\·! Wilson to Harr.f s. Truman -

has voiced his support of this policy. 

The crucial moment is nowl This is ACTION-FO~-l'ALESTI18 weez:. Trite to 

President 7ruman today and urge that our countrJ take the initiative in the 

United Nations to do justice to the Jewish people. 

---------

' 



RADIO &POT ANNOUNCEI-IENT NUHBER THEEE 

In 1919 President Woodrow Wilson saidi Q,UOTE, I am persuaded that the 

Af.li ed 1· ations, with the fullest concurrence of our own Govcmmen t one.. peo11le, 

e,re agreed. that in Palestine sho.11 be laicl the foundati ons of a Jel;ish Conmon­

weal th, Ul!Q,UOTE~ 

That has been America's :position down to the present dcy. T,1e time !1as now 

come to re-state that position in clear und definite terns in the United. rations. 

This is ACTION-FOR-P.ALESTna week, when every American who wants to c.o 

justice to the long-suffering Jewish people and who ,:ants his countrJ 1s pledges 

honored, S:1ould raise his voice for Americc.n nction in t~ e United lfa.tions. 

Write to President Tru.r:ian today and as~: that our delegate to the United 

Nations speak out for the Americro1 policy on Palestine. 

Let's prove that America intends to honor its rledbes. 

BADIO SPOT AE mwcnJiEi.iT l:ul!BZR FOUR 

Attention, Americans! If you believe that resolutions of the Congress 

of the United Sto.tes should be honored -- if you want the official statenents 

of our Government respected., then this is t: e ti~e for you to speak UD• . 

The Congress of the Uni tee"'... States has said that the Ame::d.can people want 

free Je\lish inunigration into Pole s tine • .Americ,:-..n policy in f&vor of the Je ·,ish 

National Home has been statecl by Presiden~ 'loodrm·1 Uilson, PresiC:.ent Ua rren G. 

Harding, President Calvin Coolia.ge, Presif .. ent Herbert Hoover, President Franl::lin 

D. Roosevelt and President Harry S. Tnman. 

That policy should now be stated by America in the United lk .. tions. Uri te 

to President Truman todav and insist that American pledges shall be kept, that 

America shall take the initiative in the United 11ations to redeem our promises 

to those suffering men, women and children who look to :Palestine for salvation. 

----------



DRAFI' OF RESOLUTION 

·mE.."qEAS, the British Government• s 13.ction in submitting t e Palesti~e 

question to the General Assembly of the United Tations has been revealed as 

an empty besture sincet by its own admission, the British Gover. ent will not 

be bound to execute recommendatio_ s that may be forthcoming from that body; a11d 

WHEREAS , the :British Gover!mcnt has rej)eatedly violated its obli 0 ations as 

the tandatory of Palestine by repudiati!1e; the solerm pledges expressed in the 

Balfour Declaration a11d the Palestine Dmdate ,:itl re~-ard to the f cilitation 

of Jewish im: 'igration into ?alcstine and t ~1e cont h1ued develo:::>ment of the 

Jewish ~Jational Homo; a11d 

mIEREAS , the :British Gov .rnnent has impo sed totnl i. tarian measures of re­

pression on the entire Jewish Cor.1..:ru.nity of Palestine; and 

WHEREAS , the p light of t :ie Jewish survivors in E.irope is steadily worsen­

ing, making it imperative that t .. ey leave tr1at ·1cstile continent at the earliest 

moment; a'l'ld 

WHEREAS , the seizure and mass deportation to Cyprus of so-called II illegal" 

Je·,ish immi 0 rants constitute a bn,tal campaign acainst helpless men, women and 

children, completely inco!1s ist cnt ,1i th the principles of the Atlantic C art er; 

and 

WHEREAS , such i~igrruits er.1b, rk for the Hol 7 Lnnd as of their legal right, 

since the i te Paper of 1939, which bars their entry, ,;;a rep 1diated by the 

Permanent -a11dates Comni ssion of t he Lea 1e of :ations as inconsistent ith the 

Palestine Mandate -- thus mf'king illegal the policy pu;sued by the British 

Administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the ni t cd States of .America, throuch the 

passage of resolutions in both Ho1ses of Congress, and t hrough pla'lks in the 

platforms of both major political parties, is pledged to free JeTTish immi ation 

into the Holy Land a"ld the establis ... uncnt in Palestine of a froe and democr tic 

I 
I 

\ 
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Jewish Commonwealth; 

THEREFORE B~ IT RESOLVED that we respectfully call uJon the GoveIT1ment 

of the United States to tclte the initiative during the forthco:iing S?eCi".l 

meeting of the General Assembly of the Uni tee: rations, in vigorously chcni-:i io!l­

ing the program for :Palestine which it ht~s repeatedly reaffirmec'., thereb: 

defeating the British Government 1s attemrt to employ the United Nations sessicn 

as a maneuver to retain its present Palestine policy; 

.AND, :BE IT FUF.THER BESOL~ that we crJ.l 'I.Jon the Governr.ient of the United 

States to insist that the Je'v'lish people, as the 1,arty most directly concerned, 

be accorded full representation in all deliber,.ti0ns regarding Palestine . i thin 

the United Nations through the Jewish Agency for Palestine, the internationally 

recognized body authori2ed to speak for the Je~~sh people; 

AND, :BE IT FURTHER RESOLVZD that pending a final settlement of this 

question by the United lf ati ons the breat weight of the United St"' tes Govern­

ment should be brought to bear on the l-1andr...tory Govern.-:ient to the end that an 

interim policy based upon t!1e existing ::and[',te be set into motion at once 

providing for icmedi ate large-scale Jewish imuiiration in to P.:i.le~tine a."1.d the 

removal forthwith of the c .. iscriminatory land restrictions in the Jevis1 lu.tional 

Home. 

:BE IT Ft.JP.TEER llSOLv:@D that co;-ies of this Re sol 1ti on go for,.,arC: to t.1e 

President of the United States, the Secreta~J of St~te, tne Under Secretar:r of 

State, the .Americnn Delegate to the General Assembly of tho United Fc;..tions, 

and members of both Houses of the Con&ress of the United States • 

• • • 
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p THE JEWISH AGEt CY FOR P.ALESTINE 

y 16 East 66 Street, l{ew York 21, r. Y. 

The Honorable 
Trygve Lie 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Lake Success, New York 

Sir: 

April 22, 1947 

I have the honor, on b~lialf of the Executive of the ie\·:i sh Agency 
for Palestine~ to ::iake the following sabmissions ·wit ref ere. ce to t.1.1e 
fo:rthcoming special session of the United ·;t;.,tio:.'ls General Assenbl~', ,::1ich 
is to d.eal with the matter of Falestine. 

2. A grave question arises in connection with this neeting, o~nng to 
the non-representation in the General .Asse:-:1bly of the Jo,.1:!.sh people i ic:1 
is so vitally and immedi t el;r concerned with the out co:1e of the Ass e:-ibl / ' s 
deliberations. :Sy contrast, five s~c..tes, r.iembers of t.1e Ara"J Lea~.1e, :ho 
have com_ letely identifi od themselves with t:1e interests of another -:,art;r 
directly involved, t:1e Arabs of F&lestine, t:ill be in a position to parti­
cipate in all discussions and to vote on the issues to come before the 
Assembly. Great :Sri te.in, ,;hose re core.. P.S ~:andato ry Po1• er will be sub:ni t ted 
to the judgment of the General Assembly, w::.11 olso be entitled to speak Ll.Ild 
vote on questions concerning her own cord ct. 

3. By the terms of Article 21 of the Cta~ter of the United Nations the 
General assembly has com~•lete authority over its o,-m I)rocedure. The exist­
ing "Provisional Rules of Procedure for the General ~ssembly" are. as their 
title implies, still in the process of development and ure u.~der6 oing co~­
stant change. A ruling can easily be effected to authorize the attendance 
of the Jewish Agency for Falestine, as a body representing under the Pales­
tine Mand~t~ the Jewish peorle, at the meetings of the special session cmd 
its participation in the discussion. Int is conrection, it r.83' be recalled 
that the Charter of the United rations, in .Article 80, safeguards t e ri~ts 
established by existing international instrUJ ent3 of peo11les as distinf;Ui.sheci. 
from states. The Palestine Mandate of the League of rations, as one of these 
international instruraents, acknowledGes the existence of the Jewish people 
and, pursuant to that t"1andate, the Jewish Agency for :E-alestine has been 
recognized as the authorized representative of the Jewish r:eople in relc..tion 
to Palestine. 

4. In these special circumstances, End having rec,·rd to the far-rec..ching 
import of the points at iscue for the future of the Jeuis:1 people, t'1e cr,.:nt 
of the Jewish Agency I s request appears to be nc:.. tter of sin:,le justice. 
Decisions are vitallj affected ~✓ the nethocls by hic.11 the;,. are reac .. 1ed 
and contain the characteristics of their genesis. Just decisions are not 
likely to resilt from unjust procelures W'l.~ it oul. offend the Mont elemen­
tary notions of fair play if one party to & controversy s:1ould be represented 
in its adjudication, w: ile the ot! er pa1·ty ould be excluded. lfor woulci 
inequitable proceluros be conoonant with the ideals anc. 1rinciples of the 
United l ati ons ,-,hose Cl arter, both in its Preamble and Article I, reco~ni zes 
justice and respect for international law as basic canons of conciuct. There 
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is, moreover, precedent for the representations before the United -ations 
of interested parties who are not members of the United nations. Thus, 
it \-/ill be recalled that discussion before the Security Council of the 
British-Albanian dispute concerning the mining of t~e Corfu waters wus 
delayed for ueeks until the arrival of the Albanian re:presentative. :rot 
only was .Albanie, not a member of the United r~tions, out its Gove 1·nment 
had not received general international recognition. 

5. It is, accordingly, in conformity with equity, international law anc. 
the precedents of the United Nati :)ns that the Je,-:ish people, thro11gh the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, be afforded ~ opportunity to participate, 
even though without vote, in the deliberliti ons of the Genercl .Assembly on 
the Palestine question, subject only to the po\';ers vested in the President 
of the General As ser.1 bly. 

6. The Jewish Acency ·ould greatly apprecii .. te tne transmission of a 
copy of this note to the President of the forthcoming special session of 
the GenerD-1 Assembly and. to tr.e heads of the Dele;,;..tions to this sessio:i 
with the object of enabling its represent&tives to attend the session &.'1.d 

to tal<:e part in its discussions. 

AHS:LNF 

Sincerely yo'... rs, 

Abba. :Iillel Silver 
Chn.i r- an 

n.:.1e ri Cc,...'l Sect i rJn 

Jeuisl1 6enc;r for P'le sti:n.e 
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'TdE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTL.3 

16 East 66 Street, ·ew York 21, ::. Y. 

y 

For Immedi at e Release 

~ew York, N. Y., ~~ril 22, 1947 

The following st .. ter:1ent ' as made by a. sr,o!:esnr for t' e Jewi s Agenc:r fol .. 

Palestine todn;;n 

The Egyptian proposal callin0 
on the United r~tions to te1ininate the 

Palestine ~1andc te and declare Pale£tine aJl indepenci.ent state would i.riola.:;e 

the international co reno.t t to assist the Jewish peo1,le to reconstitute their 

National Hooe in Ialesti:ie . 

Thus a n&tion hich did not lift a fez to fight the Axis in t. e ar, 

aims a blow at a people v:hich fonght in all the Al ied ar.. ies of the ,.~·orld 

and lost 6,000,000 men , ·•onen and childre:--. in Euro:,e. :: e •.·orlei. has not 

forgotten that Jewish soldiers from Palestine fougit to repel A:ds troops 

from Egyptian soil, while the Egy-pti ans thomsel vos remain cc. o.loof f ro~1 the 

conflict until Febru:1.ry 1945, \vhen it wus vi :rtuw. lY over. 

In the f o rthcooing sessions of the tL:'T', the J e' ;i s:'l A~enc·" for ?ale3 tine 

will ask for the fulfillment of t11.e clestine ·:,.·1G.ate, whose -p rirao.r~' Il :J)ose 

was to insure t e establishment of the Jc1 :·s~1 ; _tionul Hone. If tic agenda 

of the special ~es,ion can be broudene~ to includ ite~s other tha~ t~e 

appointment of a commission, t .e one ur6ent q estio~ dcma~di~G ~rlority of 

consideration is the im:iedir...te relaxation of e .. istinc re~t!"ictions, i,·:1·.ch , 

in violation of the .fo.ne..vte , bar homeless Jews from ent··.r into ti. eir r.:.Ghtful 

home and subject the Je,ish citizens of Pcle~tine to an intolerable racial 

disability as reburds freedom of settlement in their countr/. 



A:.CeRfcAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
• 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Oommittees Date Ue.7 a, 1947 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached a.re two reprints, 

1~ t:palestine is the Test", an editorial which appeared in the New York Post .on the de.y of the opening of the special session of the General Assembly ot the United Nations. 

2o A recent article by Edgar Ansel Mowrer. 
Both of these reprints are available in limited quantities. 
Also attached a.re a group of excerpts from the New York press during the past few days which refer to the attitude of the u. So Ooven:u:nent in this special meeting of the General Assembly. 
Since the UN has granted a hearing to the Jewish Agency, we have received a number of inquiries with roference to continuing community action during the period in which the UN will complete its prelimine.ry­work. The answer to these inquiries is that !,_EL shos.:!-~ contipuE!, to press our Government with eve17 means at our c('\mIMJld to take the initi­ative in the UN 1n aoeordanee with the publicly declared policies of our Government on Palestineo We should also insist that our Government use its good offices that~ pending the decision ot the UN, Jewish immi­gration 1n substantial numbers be permitted into Palestine. 

IUPORr:&m:1 I In my memorandum to you of April 10th, I requested that each loeal committeo try to seeµre the passage of a rosolution by your 01t1 Council or Board of Aldermen~ To date, a number of communities have reported such action but not enough progress has been me.de in this direction. If you have not attempted this ty-pe ot action, will ,ou proceed immediately to secure such a resolutiono I should like to hear from you as to the result ot 1our effort. 

The response by communities on Action-For-Palostinn Week has been splendid and has had its effect 1n Washington. Wo must not stop nowl We must continue the prossuree I am ver, hopeful that through this pressure we may taove our Government to aid us during this critical moment. 

flegarda. 

HLStRB 
llncso 



• 

THE U. S. ROfu.: IN THE UNITED NATIO,L S 
SP1 CIAL SESSION ON PAL:t:;S~_I_N:t._- __ 

Excerpts From New York Press Dispatches Reporting 
The Attitude Of The U. s. Delegation On The Qµestion Of 

Jewish Agency Participation 

,March 4, 1941.-=-.Herald Tribune - by John G. Rogers 

As the d~bate ground on through a busy day, with the final result certain 
to confirm Friday's decisions by the Assembly's powerful General Committee, 
the United Stat es once again l ed in ass ~rting that ~hil e the Jewish Agency 
should be heard before the Assembly's Political Committe e it has no right­
ful place in the parliament of sovereign governments. 

Mr. Austin said, in summary, that the Chart er indicat es cl early that only 
sovereign governments shall sit in the .A.ssembly - "probably the great est 
parliamentary body in the world. 11 

No legislature, he said, ever admits outsiders to its sessions proper, but 
the cause of outsiders is not neglected becBL1se l egislative committees are 
the traditional forum for the talcing of outside testimony. 

Because yesterday 1s agenda before the full Assembly was limit ed to the item 
of mer ely referring applications for a Jewish voic to the Political Commi tte , 
Mr. Austin did not digress to the point of coming out sharply to say again 
just how the United States would stand ~hen the Political Corrmitt e takes 
up the debate on that point. 

May 4, 1947 - PM -. by Victor H. Bernstein 

~Dst obser ers agr~e that of all victori es achi eved here by the U.S.A in 
the past, this one was l ea.pt savor ed by the victors. ;For in getting across 
a plan for Jewish r epr s~ntation before a UN committ ee , .Austin had to oppose 
vigorously Polish-Sovit:t-Cz ech support for the Agency1s own dt;mand: r epre­
sentation b efore the Genbral Assembly itself. 

The vote on the Cz ech-Polish proposition to invite the Ag ency to app ar 
b for e the Assembly was eight to three, with thr~e abst,Jntions. Canada, 
France , China, the U.S.A., Britain, India, Egypt and sw~den vot d against; 
Bussia, Cz echoslo\akia and Poland vot ed for it; Brazil, Honduras and 
Ecuador abstained. 

Indeed, from the very b eginning of this special session, the U.S.A. has 
found 1 ts t!lf supporting only half-hcartedl. y, and at times opposing 
vigorously, the steps favor ed by Zionists ¥1hos0 aspirations this eountry 
has supported repeatedly through decades. 

The tactical moves he has had to make to fulfill We.shington policy must, a t 
times, have galled Austin, who has long b een known as a sympathiz • r of the 
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J~wish cause in Palestine. Neverthel e ss, J e~ish observers h er e agree , h e bas 
been forc~d to drop ti1e ball - oaly to s ee it pick0d up by Poland, with tbu 
Cz chs and the Ru.ssians running valiant interfer t:mce . 

The fact is that, had not pressure outside and inside tho UN forc ed the U. S .A. 
to change its line, this special s ession would have chosen a Pal estine incp.iry 
commission in cut-and-dried fashion, with th~;; vot~s and voice s of fiv e .Arab 
states having played a part in the delib erations but with the Juws r educ d 
to corridor handouts and press room monologu~s. 

May 5, 1947 - Post - hy John Hoh~nb erg 

The U.S. suddenly agreed tod~ to acct pt a compromise which would give the 
J wish Atency a hearing b\~fore the politico! committee of th '"' U.Ji. General 
Ass mbly, but th re were indications on attt.mpt vmuld b e made to r estrict 
the J 0wish role. 

]1!ay 5, 1947 - SUn - hy Harold :Brow 

In one of the rr.ost significant behind-the-scenes move s of the morning se ssion 
at Flushing M-adows Park, the United States decided to go along with a com­
promise mov e that would bav~ th.J Aosembly inviting the J e\, ish .Agt:ncy for 
Pal 0stine to t estify b €fore its political. committ~ . 

The a ssembly had b l.? for e it a Unit ed States r -· solution calling on the assembly 
to r ef er r eque sts for h arings by the J t:r1ish Agcnc~r and other groups to the.. 
political committ ee for decision. It also hnd b cfor E~ it a Cz echo- Slovakian 
proposal. for the ass t;;mbly to i.ivi t e th -., f.;ncy to appear b -for t. it in full 
se ssion. 

It was to r econcil e th ese t~o vi ewpoints that th ~ fiv o compromis proposals 
re r e showere d upon the world body today. 

Du.ring th morning the Unit~d State s position was su.bj 0ct to sev ral shifts, 
but finally wound up as favoring one of the ompromisc s. 

V@Y 5, 1947 - Journal Am~rican 

The Unit ed Sta t e s yi eld d toda y to Slav-La tin .Am ·. rican pre ssure to accord 
J ewish r epr t.. s enta tiv s limited voic E; a t the Un i t Ld Na tions special s 0sions 
on Pal estine . 

A. softening of the Am ricon attitude, how Vt.. r, wa s not compl t r-:ly rul efi. out 
v,hn aU.s. spok~sman said the U.S. del gation would b e guidt-dbyd v lopmt;nts 
on the Assembly floor today. 

May 5, 1947 - World Tt;l ~grom - by Rob ert tinrming 

The Unit E-d State s under strong pressure from othe;r memb ·rs did a policy 
flip-flop. The first r e solution b efor the Ass mbly ~as the U.S. proposal 
which would l e t the Politicol Cor410ittet.. dccid wh thbr to hear th t.. J vws. 
The otht r five r esolutions, off~r ed as comprorois s, would dir0ct the Political 
Committee to invite J v.ish Ag~ncy spok0smen to npp •a.r. 
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l[a.y 5 1 1947 - Time s - by Thomas J. Hamil ton 

Th r e St-t;ms to b e g •~n eral agreement that ther e should b e J wish r epre s nta tion 
in the commi tt bl;; and that thb choice should b e the J ewish Agt;ncy for Pal t.:s tin t; . 

This seemed to b e the position taken by i arr~n R. Austin, the Unit Gd Stats 
r epr e s entative , in the closing debate s last we"-k. Ur. Austin I s r esolution, 
howe7 er, provided mer ely that tlle Ass i..:mbly should r Lf ·:r the qu estion of 
J ewish r .pre s t:n tat ion to the commi tt~ . Del •gations expert on parliamenta ry 
procedure criticized Mr, Austin's procedure b ecause it m8ant three d ebat s 
inst ad of t\10, or possibly one . 

Thes e experts said that, assuming th Unit 1d State s wmt ed the J 8wish Ai!, ency 
r ecognized by the committee, it would have sav d much tim if Mr. Austin had 
in traduced a r solution to this eff ect i n tho G,:::n t;; ral Commit t ee . 

Yir. AUstin con t ended that the Gen eral Co mmi tteu was not qualified to make a 
r ·=- commendation on a Poli ti cal question, but it \7n s ob served tha t its r esolu­
tion against placing the indep endence proposal on the Eg enda. was highly 
political, in fact the most crucial issue vlith which the AssGmbly s e ssion h a s 
y t b e en confronted. 

Unit .d Nations experts wer ~ a t a loss t o underst nnd the emphasis .r. Austin 
placed on k et-ping J ewish r upre s •.mta tives outside th "-1 G n eral As sembly but 
a dmitti ng them to a co i tt"' e . The t er m G (.mtJrnl Ase mbly, it wns sa id, om­
brnc s not only pl enary s ~ssions but all com1!li. tt t:.;es. 

~ 5, 1947 - Daily irror - by Adrion Spi e s 

Whatev r th cutcora~ of tha vote on J ewish r epr e s cntatio1, it wns clear 
yvst~rd~ that Russia had takun advant, e of the situation t o win propa­
ganda victory. For whil t th~ U.S. and Britain w~r ~ fULIDling ov ~r the 
question, the Russians assum~d thu rolo of fighting f or the undurdog - in 
this cas, the voic l ss Zionists. 

May 6, 1947 - Daily Mirror - by Adrion Spie s 

Th Am ·rican switch in po sition c 1, a ft er it wa s nppar t nt thnt most of the 
nations favcr ed tht:: compromise . As lnt l, as yE- st t•rday mor ning, th U. s. wa s 
arguing that th AssLmbly had no authority t o grnnt r ~pr l'.. sLnt ticn t o a 
1sta t cl ~ss 1 p eopl ~ d tha t the i cliticel Comr~itt~v would have t o rooke its 
own decision on the matt er. :Sy midday, h uwe,v cr, the Anh:: rican d :·l egation, 
after a hasty conf l;r ence with the l3ri ti sh, armour c ~d its suppo rt c f the 
r osolution. 

May 6, 1947 - Tim€; s - _by Thomns J. Hru-. il ton 

The Unit ed Naticns Gen 1 ral AssLmbly, holding its l nst full se ssion at 
Flushing M adc w f or the time b t. ing, instruct ,d its Pnli tical and S curi ty 
Cammi ttee y st crday t o give the J E.-wi sh Ag1,ncy f <" r Pnl •- stine a hearing on 
th British propos l to stablish a. committ e,a of inquiry into th~ Pal estine 
qu 1.;: stion. 
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The vote was 44 to 7, with three ab stenticn s. The La tin American and SlRV 
countri e s l ed the r evolt against the att e~pt of the Unit ed Sta t e s and GrGat 
Britain to lt.,aVe the entire que stion up to tho Political nnd S curity 
Con:mittee its~lf. 

Pref. Enrique Bodrigu.ez Fabregat, the Uruguayan d elegnte , in intrc ducing his 
r e solution, SE.•. id he ho.d studi ed the Chartt..r to dctt-rmine Whbth3r 11by ony kind 
of casuistry'' the Jer;ish Agency wa s barred frc, lll a h L- oi·ing in the full As~ mbly. 
He h c:ld that it wa s no t, but submitted his r Gs , lution so. coJIIpromise t o avoid 
continuing th~ d eba~o. 

The Argentine and White Russic.n del ,gat e s did nnt speak, but the f eeling c f 
the Assembly against r ef erring the que sti v1 t r. the Political and Security 
Ccmmi tt e wa s obvious. Tho Unit ed Stat , ti d 1 1 g['.tinn, which at 11: 30 A..M. v1 a s 
firmly commi tt ·d t o the r e solution introducvd by Hr. Austin last wt-ek, at 
neon 1 t it b ~ kncwn thnt it would support th '- c0. ~lpr1)t1is e r solution. 

_May 7, 1947 - H rald _Tribune - by J 0 hr: LR:,g crs 

In a t ough fivu-hr1ur se ssi0n that b egan vrith the thr eat of nn Arab boycott, 
the Poli ti cal Commi tte of th ' Uni tc-: d Mnticms Gen vrnl Ass( mbly verrod 
ArnErican ruid British obj ecticns t od:ty P.nd virtunlly d ccidt-d to ab0lish limits 
on tho extent c1f its debate of the Pnl ,; stint:) probl Jm. 

fdth this ction, at the clo se of a day tllf!.t h ~ard 168 spet. che s r anging from 
fiv e seconds to fift een ruinut ·s in l ength, th , c r,r.uni tte r j uctud by D. v . t ~ o f 
23 to 19 a set of Ar.lerice..n-propc- s c d saft. gun.rds t o r .J strict d e-b a t tightly t 0 

the point of tting up a Pal t: stine investigat ing co rrlli ission. 

During the debate it wa s Hwtib .rto Palza, 0f Bol ivin., r1ho b st crystallized 
the fL aling s of tho s t: \7ho oppc, s od th r cstric t iv c• s af eguards pr0po s E- d f or 
futur u debate by the Uni tcd Stat t: s. 

R stricting th J ewish .Agency t o commen t on pure. prc c dural @n.tt rs r Gl a ting 
tc the invt, stigating cor.1r. issi0n 11 is liko i1viting a p er oo n t o walk in without 
using his f e t, 11 Mr. Palzn. said. 11 flha t are th J d 1s go ing t o t al k ab cu t if 
it is not their probl em? 11 

In the f ac e c f mcunting cppo si tion, .arren R. Austin, c nd Hersch ~l V. J ohnson, 
of th~ Unit ed Sta.t bs, stuck t o tht ir guns tu the l ast. 

It wa s thl., ir cont t-nticn tha t in the Politicnl Co . . itt ee oll dLb nt e and dis­
cussion should b e limited t o r,10.tters g ,..; rrllall t t o s t, tting up and instructing the 
investigation commission which is t o bring b ack r ecor,:t11Lndc.ti r ns in St.pt mo cr 
f or a p ~rman nt Pal ~stine sclution. 

Also, th&y argued, th proper tice f c1 r full and exhaustiv expr -ssion c- f 
Vi t.ws by bo th J ews and Aro.bs is during the surr .Jr, o.nd the prop t-: r pla c is 
b 1:. f ore the sp ucinl invcsti t;nting t,omrJi ssion. 

How v er th current of nrgu.ri it;n t rnn st endily c gain st th AJneri cans and 
aga inst the r estrictiv1.1 cl nusos in tht r e sr.,luti -: n, which the dt l gnt s 
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freely described as an .American-Argentine 1cocktail 1 because it represented 
combined ideas of those two countries. 

Then, after Mr. Gromyko had hammered away damagingly at the restrictive 
clauses, the final blow to the .Americans came just before the vote when 
even their collaborator, Dr. Arce, of Argentina, suddenly announced a switch 
of mind and said he couldn't suppcrt the item, eith€r. 

!lay 7, 1947 - Herald Tribune - by SWnner \~'elles 

If our gcvernment has as yot decided upon a Palestine policy~ this has not 
been disclosed. Its backing and filling whein responsible repreeentatives 
of the Jewish people ask d that their voices be henrd nt this session of the 
Assembly was not an exhilarn.ting spectacle. It r.1ay be hoped that enlightened 
.American l eadership will still be undertoken before it is too late. 

If the American government is chi~fiy gu.ided in this controversy over 
Palestine by what are alleged to be strat~gic c1. nsiderations, and refra1 ns 
f:rom standing four-square fer the principl~~s of humen liberty and of justice 
that are inv0lved, it will loso a great opportunity ~o enhance its own moral 
prestige and to increase pop1.1la.r confidenc in the authority cf the Unit ed 
Nations. 

May 7, 1947 - PM - by Victor H. Bernstein 
I 

By a vote cf 23 to 19, the UN Political Coramittee - a ccmr.littee of the whole -
last night defeated week-long effcrts by the U.S.A. to put the Palestine 
debate at this session into a procedural straight jacket. 

~e significance of the U. s. defeat was accentuatt-d by the fact that many 
Latin Am rican countries norwally considered within its f old broke a.way tc 
oppo st any limi tatkn of debate. 

The vote came after a day cf pa.rliaraC:.ntary acrobatics in which sponsors of 
motions disowned their cwn oc•tions and during which the United Kingdom 
supported, for representation before the numb er one committee an .Arab organ­
ization replete with personali ti s whom the British al"Iily had been hounding 
all through the war as A.xis spius and syrr~o.thizers, 

May 7 1 1947 - Post - by John Hohenbers 

There is little doubt the Jewish Agency will participate, particularly after 
yesterday's partial vict~ry over a U.S. attet,pt to sharply restrict its t ·eti­
mony. All that is awaited now is word from Je.rusal t;;m 0n the makeup cf the 
Palestine delegation that will join Dr. Abba Hillel S1lver 1s American group 
here. The invitation wont to Jerusalem as a formality, and an answer may be 
in today. 

Ma.y 7 1 1947 - Palcor News ,Agency 

UN APOLOGIZES FOR II SLIGHTING'' MUFTI I S ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE 
United States Sa.id To Have :Been :Behind Mnneuver. - Hai ti Delegate 
Denounces Appcnooment aftur Vcte Had Been Taken. - Gromyko Abstained. 
11 Thie Is The Beginning of A New 14mich," Observ~rs Say 
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The Political Committee t oday vot ed to r ecommLnd t o th~ G.neral Assembly 

that it instruct the Poli ti cal Commi tt ec t o adopt a r e snluticn gr anting a 

hearing to the Arab Higher Cor.1mi ttee , which hearing has alr ~iady b een granted 

by a Poli ti cal Committee decision yesterdey. This circui t cus prccedure was 

taken by memb 0r stats of the UN, by a vot e of 28 t 0 5, the e ther 22 ab­

staining, in order to appease a non-governL10nt br dy headed by the .ilufti 

c f J erusalem. 

Your correspondent is r eliably informed that mcni> crs of the .AI:ierican dele­

gation wer e r esponsible f or this move. Earli er in the morning they 

approached the Colombian del ega t e with a sug6csti0n that he propos e such a 

resolution. The Colombian said that n0t only will he not prcpose it, but he 

would vote against it. 

May 8 1 1947 - Time s - by Themas J. Hamil t on 

"BID TO ARABS VOTED :BY U .N. ASSE /SLY n~ APPEASI G MOVE" 

. . ... The principal difficulty today wa s the dnnger that the Latin American 

and Slav countries, which had alrvaey r ~volted against United Stnt es and 

British efforts t o avoid givi 1g the J owish Agency an opportunity t o b hard, 

would vote down the special rvcognition of the Arab Higher Cor:mittee ........ . 

. . . .. . It was understood that Mr. Austin assur d lf.nhra ud Hassan Pasha, the 

Egyptian Ambassador, that 11 onything thnt is satisfactory to the Egyptian 

delegate is satisfact0ry t c o e . 11 
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MEMORANDUM 

Chainncn of Local ])nergency Cornmi ttees Date Ii~~ 15, 1947 

Har~J L. Shapiro 

TEE SPEC.IAL SESSIO!T n~s 

Ur. Gromyko 1 s Address 

Yesterda;r 1s address by Andrei A. Gromyko, the Soviet delegate to the United 
Nations General Assembly, is unquestionably the most significant levelopment 
of the entire Special Ses~ion on Palestir.0. In what is described by today's 
press as 11 a sensational address which ri1J11ed a ·ay the veil that i1as surrounclod 
Soviet policy on Palestine, 11 Ur. Gromyko el~pressed himself in favor of a 
soluticn that ,-,ould partition Palestine into sepo.rt:te Jm.'ish Dncl Arab states, 
provided that it is founc: t~1r .. t tile two peoples cannot be reconciled on the 
basis of c.n independent bi-nn.tio~10.l state. Er. Gromyko also ac.iOlowledged 
the right of the Je"·i sh J)eo,le to aspire towards the creation of a st::-.te of 
its o,m II in view of the ucl:,r ±'act t~1at not u single count r:t in \!Cste::i."!l Europe 
did anythinf; bet reen the t o wo1 .. lcl ,1:irs to l)rotect the Je :s f::i. .. or.1 "Tazi oppres­
sion." 

Hr. Gronyko 1 s aC:.dress has t rer.iendous poli ti ccl sip;nifi ClU1ce, quite a:.'... art fror.1 
tl e fact that it constitutes D. reyerscl of Russia.--i policy on the Je1 .-i.sJ1 ~.ues­
tion. As is Generall:r knO\·m, t!1e ·1ri~ci!ile arcument emplo;,red "o;i- the B_::itish 
Govel"!l;J1ent and. by ofi'icials of our m·m Stai; e Departr:icnt to 1 loc.: c.. pro-Jeui sh 
stand by the .Americ.....n GoYe rnment h~.s been tl1.:.t such action :ould inevi tc.bly 
drive the Ar~b st&.tes in to Russia's aros c..-"ic.: also 11rovi de :aussia ui t:1 an 
effective propa£;ond;:.. '\leapon whi c~1 she co lu use in \Jooin.:; the Arabs. "'r. 
G1 .. onyko yesterc.:.~r l:nocl~ed t' c prox>s o ·t fron unc.ler this argument. ~:1e vieus 
expresseC: L his adC:.ress :tun com1ter to eve17tr:i.n:; t!.;.e Are.':) r1..'..le::i."s 2.."1c: ~1oli­
ticia.c"1.s stand for ui tl: re ect to Pc.lestine. Accord.int; to to~• s ne -m~)t.;;_)ers, 
the Soviet declaration ha.s alrer...~r provo :ed the anger and resent:::10nt of Ar:1b 
spokes:nen. Thus, the most significc.nt result of :~r. Gromyko 1s speec: seems 
to be the obliteration of the primary e:-::cuse fo1 .. in.1ction on t .. e yli.;ht of 
European Je\lry and for hostiJ.i t:,r to Zion:i.sm advar.ced by the :S:i."i tish Govern­
ment anc. our State De11artt1ent. It is no longer possj_ble for .. :r. ]evin and 
his associates, and menbei .. s of the State Dei1artoeat 1 s ~addle Ez.stem :;Jivision, 
to conjure up the Russian bo6e;r in order to frighten public opinion ,:l1ich is 
clamoring for action. 

•rn.at of the American Government rer.ction? Row did our countr-J' s C:.eleea ion 
to the United Uations feel about 1·r. Groq:,rko 1 s address? Accordin~ to the 
Jevri sh Tele6raphic Agenc;/ 1 s correspondent, "rueful mcr.iqc:cs of the u. s. 
delegation told the JTA that GromyKO had •stolen a marchl on the United 
Stn.tes on the ultimate solution of the Palestine problem • • • Gro, yl:o 1 s 
statement today minimizos the importance of u.ny declaration \o:':iich may bo 
made later by tho United Stutes or by any other deles .tion. •~~e s..1.all not 
revecl our formal stand until the September Assembly, I n. spokesmon for the 
Americ.:n delegation told the JTA. 'However, we will have plenty to scy then. ,u 
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_ We see, then, 1;iv,\ Ameriga.,I o Gr0\lft~e,1 fears concemin~ lussian support of 
the .Arc:.bs created a golden opportunity for the SoViet Union to take the 
ini tia.tive, whereas the American Government was inhibited by the 11 threa.t" 
that Russia would do the direct opposite of what she actually d.id_do, and 
tried to muddle throut'.;h the Special Session. 'l'he Americe.n Government has thus 
further embarrassed itself, and the Soviet Union has made a favor~~le impres­
sion on public opinion. 

The Action Now :Before Us 

~Te must lose no time in making the Ameri ca1 Govern:nent aware of t:1e :eeling 
of deep cha.grin shared by millions of citizens over our dolecations sorry 
perfor.nance in the Unit el liations. Lette:..~s and tel8Gl'31I1S to the President, 
the Secretary of State and .Aobassador Austin -- editorials o.nd letters to 
editors -- public addresses -- all should. now Ef'uyihasize that .ALlerica 1 s failure 
at the Special Session was orougi t ,-.bout b;r ou1· Goverrl!llen t • s hesitancy and 
vacillation. It should also be stressed that tj1ere Ccil'l no lonJer be an excuse 
for apy)easing the Arabs, in view o.~ i!r. Gromyl~o • s declaration. Above all, tie 
must demand that America now t~e the stand ,-1hich it ~1.ould have taken from 
the ver"J beginning of the Special Session, und we must declare that only such 
action by our Government will restore its prestige. 

I run sure that you can be counted u:pon to act on this vital natter without dela.r­

The United Nations Fact Finding Committee 

The composition of the United Nations Committee of Inquir-.r is already proYok­
ing discussion, guesswork and comment -- much of it wholly unwarranted and 
damaging. Tode.y 1s New York Herald Tribune, carries a d.ispl'.tch from Jerusalen 
reporting "Jewish leaders" as pleased with the composition of the Comnittee 
and as "confident of five states and hopeful of two others." Furthermore, 
the afo!9ementioned "Jewish leaders11 are rerorted as describing states which, 
in their opinion, will favor parti~ion as the ":pro-Jeuish" ones. 

"le must condemn the reported vieus of these "Je,·ns. leaders 11 as wholly irre­
sponsible ancl \;i thout any foundation in fact. To begin with, the Jewish case 
as presenteC: in the United Mations oy the Ar.le1·icw Section of the Jeuis..'1 AgencJr 
for Palestine was not a re4uest for partition. The full Zior-ist progr001 was 
presented with Great effectiveness, a.~d n~de a ~eep impression upon a large 
n'll.'Ilber of the delegates. If t: ere are those \1ho are once again repeatinb t:1e 
blunders of the past by descri'bint; tl~e Je\Tisl ct~se as a de.:1m1d fo1· p~rti tion, 
we can only repudiate such views as w: oll:, w1representc...ti ve of the wishes of 
our movement n.s expressed at the Zionist Congress in :3c'l.sle, ,nr. subsequently 
at the meeting of the Je\,is:1 Af;ency Executive in Jerus2J.e:1. 

As for the aforementioned attempts to represent the United .·ations Co~ittee 
of Inquiry as leaning towards the Jews -- such attetipts are not only premature, 
but definitely harmful. It would seen to us tho.t the conposition of the Com­
mittee need not inspire jubilation on the part of the Jewish peopla. It is far 
from "neutral." Wiile the Arab countries do not sit on 1 t, two of their friends 
are there. Although :Britain is not directly rCJ')resontod, two loyal :Ori tish 
dominions are there. Even if we assume that tho other covemments represented 
on the Committee are more or less neutral, \IC must rcr.ionbcr that we do not 
posseas such "friends" as the Arabs anC: the :Sri tish have. 
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This does not mean that the Committee may not prepare an objective re:port or 
that its comp osition might not have "oeen consider,=:.bly worse from our point of 
view. But we do not find any basis for the sanguine attitude re-J?ortod in the 
afo.Jmentioned press dispat~~es. (The nations composin; the Comnittee and its 
Tenns of Inquiry are Rttached.) 

A Job Uell Done 

We must, at this point, pay tribute to the magnificent work no\r being done by 
the Loccl Emergency Committees throughout the country. All relic.ble aurveys of 
public opinion report over.ihelning support of our cause throughout .America. 
This is i)rimarily due to your effortG and those of ;:tour committee. 

The .Afleric;m Section c-f the Je•.:is.!1 Agency for Paler-tine has thus fs.r performed 
its tremendous tas.c-. with r;ree.t ciec.it to itself end to the Je\1i.sh people w:1.:ch 
it re:;,resent s. Under the lei~clersl1il1 o: Dr. A"i):)D. Hillel s.:1ver, our c c.se uas 
J)resen ted , i t:1 vicor . and dignity. Followinr: :;)1. Silver's ini t:. al stc:..t enent 
before t: e Uni tee. lJr .. tions, w1ich evokec:. uic1c~:·. :i.•ead <-1,cclaim, eq_uo.lly fine decla­
rations were made by ::oshe Shertok UJ.1<i David :Ben-Gurion. 'I1he other members of 
the American Section have worked tirelessl:r and effcctivel.t at Lal-e Succss 
and nus11inG .-!eadous, nnc'.. thei~ effo:-tts nerit the cornmendn.ti on of our entire 
movement. 

Ue be6an our \,"01~k in connection •-Jith t!1e Speciru. Session in a mood of deep 
pessimis·. . The :picture ls now u bit brighter, ,~'11ich is ell the raore reason 
for continuinb to ,;orl: unrelentingl;,. 

HLS: ,tSR 
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l'Jhcreas the General Asserl1bly of tl1e tni t3d rc.tions _1c::,c. been called. 
into special session for the pUIJ. ose of cons ti tatinf ,:i..'1d i.nstructir..tj a. 
s:1ecial coMmittee to prepare, for the consideration at t:_c ne:d reL>u.lar 
session of the Assembly, a r~:ort on t: e question of ~n.1.e s tine-

The General Asser.1bly resolves that: 

(1) A Special Oor.nnittec be c:i.·eatecl for the above-mentioned :pur-pose 
consisting of the re:prer'. entatives of Austrulia, c·, 1ad.a, c~cc..l1oslovakia, 
Guater.ala, India, Irun, the Netherlands, ?eru, s,\·eden , Ur~-u.::i,;/ and 
Yugoslavia. 

(2) The Spec:al Comni tt ee sh.J.11 l ave tJ~e '. ·id.est ::10 -,ors to ascertain 
anl record facts, a.~d to inventi~ate n.11 quoJtions and issues relevant 
to the problem of Palestine. 

(3) T_:e Special Co::vnitte0 s r 11 deter1.1i e itc o ·.'Il r.roceci.t.._:.~e . 

( ~) ~he S1Jecie.l Conni t tee d1~ .. ll conf.uct invest i,:;r.tion s ii.1 ?:·.los tine, 
anc ,.rl1~rever it nc:..;,'" c~ee:1 ·u~e:::'";l, rece: ve and. cYor.~ine :ri tte11 or o::cnl 
tes tir:.ony, ,.::11 ch ever it □a.,- c nsi c.er c:p})~·o ... r· ,.,t e L en.ch cn.:e, :fr:;:1 the 
mandatory :1ower, froru re:;rese~1tatives of the :popnlation of Pe,le!;tine, 
fror11 e,'OVernments anc. froo s·..1cl or~·.:inizations enc: inc:1.ividucJ.s cJ.S it nnv" 
deem necessar-,1. 

( 5) The Specicl Col'!lI!li t tee s:10.ll e:;i ve r o st carefi· l considerc.ti on 
to the relit;;io~s interests in Falestiu0 of Islam, Judais:a cmd C_1ris­
tiani ty. 

(6) The Special Committee shall preriare a re:._~o rt to t .. e General 
As~e::1bly and s 1.all submit such pro1)osals as it na., r consider n.pp::."'oj_)riate 
for the solution of the probleo of Palontine. 

(7) The Special Com.~ittee 1s 1·e-()ort shc..11 be corununicated t0 t:10 
SecretarJ General not lat er thrn 1 Sent en J0 r 1947, in order t 1a it mP3' 
be circulated to the mern !n·s of tl e 'U-;ited. .:.~tions in time for con­
sideLation by the second rc{;Ular session of the General Assetbl·. 

The committee decided uithout r... vote to o.dd t::o following parn.r·rc..~1r s 
to itJ report to the Gc~crnl Asscrbl.: 

The Gencrcl Asse~bly requests the Sccrcta~J Gennrul to enter into 
suitable arrang~nent s wi t:i t 11e pro11er au c,ri tics of [U ,,r state in u: ose 
territory the comnission m.:l:, lrish to sit or ~o trovel, to provide neces­
sarJ facilities, ond to assi,,i a1JPropriate staff to the con .ission ; 

Authorizes the Sec:-et ,Lr~- Gcnerr.J. to reimburse travel oncl s·1.bsistence 
e::penses of a re:,resen tati vc ::..nC:. n.n alternate rc~·1 resentn.t.:. vc from e,wch 
government re1,resented on tl e co::l..lioGion on t"' ch br £ils and in s1..lc.1 fom 
as he mcy determine uost ap1>ro~ riu.te in the circtir.n·~ ~nccs • 

• • • 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date June 2, 1947 

FromHarry L. Shapiro 

You have undoubtedly read of the :Sri ti sh Government I s attempts to obtain the 
collaboration of other governments in barring the w~ of European Jewish refugees 
sce!:ing to gain entry into Palestine. Special efforts have been made by the 
:Sri tish to induce the French a.nd Italian Governments to prevent the passage of 
vi saless Je,;dsh emigrants through their countries. For example, todcy1 s Jewish 
Telegranhic Agency reports that French authorities are now refuoing to pennit 
Jews to cross from the American zone of Austria throue;h the French zone • 

. 
Your Committee con now perform an important service to our cause by informing 
the French and Italian Governments of Americrn feelint;s in this matter. We urge 
you to approach a few lea.ding members of your community with the request that 
they communicate with the French and Italian Ambassadors in Washi'.i:'l.{;ton, and ex­
press deep concern over the aforerientioned reports. A mass letter-,-,riting CDl'!l­
pai,m is not called for in this cnse. Only imJ.)ortant personru.i ti es, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish, prefero.bl.y those who a:-e able to spealc for organizations and 
ci vie bodies, should be asked to write such letters. 

-In addition to expressing concern over the recent press reports, the letters 
should respectfully call the attention of the Ambassaclors to the feelin;; of an 
overwhelming majority of the Arnerlccn peo:r>le that British policy regarc~ing 
Jowi sh immigration into Palestine is both unjust and illegal. 'l'fle letters should 
o.lso express the conviction th~t the displaced Jews of Europe are fully entitlec 
to enter Palestine. They should incluc:1.e appreciation of the understancing one. 
helpful attitude displS3ed in this oa.tter by the French (or Italian) Governr.1e:1t 
in the past and 

(a) in the case of the French -- voice disappointment that the 
French Government should now give w~ to ~ritish pressure 
anc. join those who seek to place addi tiona.l hardshij)S in the 
way of the unfortunate survivors of Nazism; 

and (b) in the case of the Italians -- express hope that the Italian 
Government will not submit to such pressure. 

If there a.re French and Italian Consulates in your community, it roulcI be wise 
to have similar letters addressed to the Consuls of the respective governments. 
Your Committee should also organize a delegation, composed of community leaders, 
to call on the French and Italian Consuls. 

Letters to the French and Italian Ambassadors (M. Henri :Bonnet and Signor Alberto 
Parc'1iani) should be addressed, s followr-: 

His Excellene7 
The Ambassador of Italy 
Italian Dnbassy 
Washington, D. C. 

HLS:MSR 

His Excellency 
The Ambasoado r of France 
Jlrench linbnss:, 
Washington, D. C. 



• AMCifUCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date June 5, 1947 

From Abe Tuvim 

·Te are ~enaing you here~··i th the f olJ.o,-:5.ng: 

1. Pro~mm of the Thi rd Annual Sem:nt r of t:1e . .\r1e1·i can 
Christi an Palertinc Co:-.uni t tee; to .;cthc r ,i t'l a mm.,arJ 
of the rneetin{; and. a co_y of the resol 1-tion ador, tec. 
the1·e. 

2. Program of the Conference on 11 ':'he :"idc.le East in the 
Post-,·Tar 1'lorl(l11 at the School o: :Edu.c c;.;. tion of :;er York 
Uni ver si ty. 

-Fror1 all inclicat5.ons, tl1e Sen~!lar of the Ametican Christien Pclestine 
Committee marl:ed a !le'l high botl as to content anc: effect. The Christian 
leaders uh9 were sent to Hi :;.½.land PRrk by 68 Zionist comMuni ties nade a 
careful study of the Palestine question and covered alnost every as·,1ect 
of Zionism. If your comnunity was amons those which sent e. representative, 
you he.ve by this time received a re:rort on what tr,:1nspi red at the Se . . inar 
and undoubtedly feel proud of the ·.rork tha t uas done there. I!, for some 
reason, you failed to sencl a representn.ti ve, I ltn su.re t 1e.t ~rou ,.-,ill gather 
from the enclosures that your com.1uni ty r:ii ssea. a !l!lique opportunity to pre­
pare a leading Christian for Zionist service. 

It is our sincere hope, and we are sure that it is yours as t1ell,. that 
a real effort \'rill be made to have a more complete representation at the 
next annual Seminar of the American Christian Pru.entine Cor.imi ttee. 

AT :Bl3 
En.cs. 



SUMMARY OF THIRD A.mm.AL NATIONAL SEtU a:a 

AMERIC.;N CHRISTIAN PALESTINE CCMMITTEE 

MAY 29-31, 1947 

The third annual National Seminar of the American Christian Palestine Com­

mi ttee brought together at Highland Park, Illinois, fro;1 Hay 29 thro 1eh Hay 31, 

some seventy representative nen and wonen - clergynen, laryers, jud&es business­

men, teachers, social workers - fro!"l sixt~·-eight cities in t -rent~r-seven states. 

Like its predecessors, this Seminar ~ravel to be a u.ninue and profoundly en­

couraging venture in Zionist education fol .. nor..-Jw,ish .n.nericnns. Its ccr~fully 

constructed, econ ornically time" progro..'n r,rovic~ec". both f actunl info nnc..ti on; 

political insi~t; presentation in film end uord of the actuality of Jm·rl.sh 

Palestine; discussion and planninc for future corn.~unal nnd national ~ction. 

Living and thinking together as a small comnunity for three ~a;ys intensified 

the pro-Zionist sympathies the participants had bro1cht with them. The one 

minute self-introductions with '"'hich the Seminar began introducea. its members 

to each other and made clear their almost unanimous desire for more facts, 

knowledge, clarification. Ko one could have given them those better than 

Edgar Ansel Howrer - himself a member of the Ar.lericr.n Christian Palestine Com-

mi ttee - who analyzed the present political situation brilliantly and passion­

ately in his talk dealing with "Palestine on the .Agenda of the United .Jations. 11 

Tracing Palestine's political historJ from the time of he Balfour Declcration 

to the corridors of Lake Success, Ur. Uowrer elaborated his conviction t!1at -

our State Department to the contrary notwi thstancing - it was a vital democratic 

interest to allow full Zionist clevelonrnent in the Hiddle En.st, The comnlenent . . -
to his political talk cru:ie in Dr. lTal ter Cl~" Lo · dermilk 1 s moving address ne:{t 

c.cy, describing the si.:;nificruice to a hung17 world of Jewish PE-lestine 1s agri­

culturrl efforts one sociru. forms and explaining the potentialities of the. 

irrigction ruid po ,er schene he he.s o.dvocatad - the Jordan Volley Authority. 



- 2 -

The Jewish speakers :present gave an aspect of Zionism whie:.'1 the :political 

stratagems and emergency needs of the :present too often obscure D.nd whicl1 the 

participants were extremely grateful and eager to learn. That aspect might be 

described as the spiritual-cultural, and it was most tellingly 'Presented by 

Rabbi Leon Feuer in a talk on "Prophetic :Sac~cground~ of Zionism. 11 (The con­

verse of tl1is came later in Mrs. Waltel9 Lowdennilk 1s beautiful declarati on of 

the faith of a Christian Zionist.) Thn full scope of the Zionist :prog ram -

its humane, religious, cultural as ,-·ell as political sides - was covered by 

Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld, and the spe .~i 21 .'.°el-ri sh ~~eC'l i.ng of being at .L1ome in 

Palestine and of creating a noble ci vili zati on ln Pales tine, moved the auc:1.ience 

deeply, as it was conveyed to them by Alisa Klf usner :Eskol anc. lo man Lourie, 

the fonner a native-born young Pal:.-stinian, the l a tter a South Africm1 Jeu who 

has deliberately unroo ted himself [ ncl nett:.ed in the Ln.nd. T~1e points made by 

the two Palestinians came alive ·\n the films - gen\J.i.nely Chpst ian in entiment 

and color as they are - token a...'"14 r,resented by Col. Ed\·in H. Cooper m1d 

Dr. ~heoci..o re R. J c: ckr.lan. 

Frank and full discussion ,11aracterized the entire Seminar, as -,ell as 

the special panels on work amon . .:, women and y outh and on local comrni ttee plans. 

Discussion was stimulated by 81' e .. t r emely interesting "Fact und Opinion Test" 

on Palestine administered to the group by i t r. )ri~inator, Dr. HO\ a.re: ::. LeSourd, 

director of the American Christian Palestine Committee. Whe!'l the final ession 

adopted the strone resolution, sent as a telegram to tho President, the Secretary 

of State anc other shapers of our foreit,n policy, it wa s done with full under­

standing and profound conviction. No obse-v-ver coul~ fail to be touched by the 

utter sincerity and earnestness of those men and ~1o?Den iho have made the cauoe 

of a Je ·Tish Palestine their own, the test - as one of them said - of all their 

hopes ond e.spirations for a better world .• 

• • 



llESOLUTIOM Ar.OPTED .i:J! THIPJJ ~1TUJ~ N.itTIOl!.\L S™I:r.:Jt 

J~IERI C.'iN CHRISTIAN PALESTnTE co~·-iitr'T:m.l 

HIGHiuUm PARK, ILLI?: OIS, iu~Y 29-31, 1947 

The National Seminar of the American Christian Palestine CoI:u-ni ttee, 

constituted by clergymen, educators, business and professionw. leaders 

of the Christian faith, .representing sixty-eight cities in twent~neven 

stc.tes at its third onnual J!ieeting, held at Highland Par~-:, Illinois, 

Mn_,v 29 through Hay 31, has una.n_mously reGclvE>d to petition our go-vcrn­

ment to take affi rmnti ve action to ir.1ple:-:1e!"lt its publicly declarec'. !)Olic:~ 

in favor of tLYJ.restrictec. Je\on sh inuniGration into Palestine. 

The failure of our government to ~ulfill its public cow:iit~ents tQ 

the Je,.rith :r,eo'!)le would be a noc!":erJ of the solmen pledrcs ,. c have nace 

to them in our political party ~lat:orms and in a long line of Con~res­

sional resolutions and 'Presidential declar?,ti ::-n , bnginninl; ui th the 

administration of :President Woodrow Uilson. 

The claims of the Je "i sh :people for the dignity mid securi t:" of 

statehood and for a haven for the hundreds of thousn.nds of cl:.splaced 

Euro1)ean Jews is ground_ed in mor.-~li ty and justice as , ell as interna­

tional commitments. The conscience of the Amorican peoplo support t!1ese 

just claims e.nd "e expect our govcrnr.1ent to snpport them in 1-:eeping with 

its promises and in RCcordanco with the highest trae.i tions of our count~ • 

• • 



• • 
• A.!i£RICAN ZIONIST E._.ERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date J 1.."le 10, 1CJ47 

Abe 'l'uvirn 

T._e attached petition to the Pr ic.ent has b en ::-ireparcd by t.1e A.":1erican 

Chri tian Palestine Committee 'l ct i.s cur1·ently beinc o.istri'Jutor~ t_,_ro1ghout 

America in the hope that largo numb~rs of Christian nj_ni sters will affi:· 

their sign~t~res to it. 

T,.-10 copies of this J)etition have been sent to every Minist0r , •. rho is a 

member of the .American Christian PaJ.o:;tinc Committee by eirect nail wit.a a 

request that the signatures of other clergymen be obt~.ined at : inisterio.l 

Associations , 1foetings , etc. Ho ·rnver, tli.c real job of carrying out tl1is 

project must fall on the local Zionist cor.,rriu_~itics through tho activities 

of t1e Local »nergency Com.~itte~s . 

1:'.e must make every effort to coo:perat e effecti vel.," with our Onri s ti on 

friends in this important project. It is vital thc'.t we obtain as :nrny 

signatures of Christian ministers o.s possible, one. ,,~e ~:now tlat you uill 

undoubtea.1- realize t 1e inport.:- ce of this mci.ort~dn,~. 

··re therefore ask thE'.t you promr,tly organize a com.iittee one"'. inst:--u.ct 

its menbers to c i vide your terri torJ i .. nc}1 a wcy as to penni t t 1orouc..n 

coverar;e of all the churches and ministers in ~"our city. 

Please let s kno ·1 how many petition forms you will req_irc. '::'here arc 

14 lines for signatures on each petition. 

All signed petitions must be returned to the office of the k.101~~ 

Christian Palestine Comnittee, 41 E2.ct '12nd Strcct1-l 01-; York 17, 1r. Y. They 

should not be cnt to Washington. 

AT:RB 
Enc. 

Regards. 



PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

PETITION 

WE, CHRISTIAN MINISTERS OF AMERICA, speaking out of a sense of duty and an obligation to our own 
consciences, turn to you, Mr. President, in this historic hour when the United Nations has before it the question 
of Palestine. 

WE SPEAK TO YOU in behalf of the Jewish people to whom both Nazism in defeat and Democracy in 
triumph have alike brought the same tragic helplessness and the same growing despair. • 

LET IT BE SAID that we have confidence in the United Nations. We hold that it has a rendezvous with moral 
destiny. But we feel, too, that this is a historic hour for our country, testing the moral strength and leader­
ship of the greatest free people on earth. To that end we say, let our government take a firm stand within 
the United Nations in accordance with its oft-repeated expressions of support for Jewish immigration into 
Palestine and the continued development of the Jewish National Home. 

WE CALL TO YOUR ATTENTION, Mr. President, that a long interval of time must elapse pending a final 
solution of the issues now before the Inquiry Commission of the United Nations. Time, as well as men, can 
compound iniustice, and there is, therefore, an imperative call for immediate action. 

WE ASK YOU, THEREFORE, to take such ~teps as will make possible without further delay the entry of 
I 00,000 Jewish displaced persons into the Jewish National Home and their settlement on the land, in accord­
ance with the Mandate for Palestine, which is the only valid basis for the administration of Palestine 
during this interim period. 

WHJLE WE REALIZE that only a Palestine open to the entry of Jews who wish and need to go there can 
permanently solve the problem of the rehabilitation of the tortured Jews of Europe and Cyprus, we the 
undersigned also ask, in the name of common decency and humanity, that the legislation now before Congress 
calling for the entry of displaced persons in our own country be passed. 

NAME STREET ADDRESS 
. 

DENOMINATION 

I! 

' 
I 

CITY ....................... ........................................................................... STATE ............................................. ..................... .. ........................ .. 

Please fill in City and State and return to AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE, 41 E. 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 
248 
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