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"I talked with Harry several times. He seems
very well pleased. I think he will carry it out.
I am not weasy. Our problem is September. The only
way we can do that is through the U. N.

"You and several others ought to be in South
Americe getting their friendship. I will do from
Mexico what I told you. I will get the delegate from
Mexico and I will get permission to get an advisor
and will arrange it so you can select the advisor
with the right to go on the floor. Nothing else will
do any good.

"Re Mufti, am going to ask what is being done
about it. I will see if I can get done what is being
asked. I believe the matter can't wait -- hence,
action must be direct.”

May 9, 1946 By long distance telephone




Am‘hl. COMMUNICATIONS TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PL November 2, 1946

My dear Mr. Shaber:

I have received a copy of your letter of
October 5, 1946 regarding Palestine, addressed to
the President on behalf of Post 78 of the American
Veterans of World War II.

Your courtesy in forwarding a copy of your letter
to the Department of State is appreciated. I am
enclosing a White House press release of October 28,
1946 which you and your associates may find of interest.

Sincerely yours,

For the Secretary of State:

Walter Walkinshaw
Chief, Public Views and
"2 Inquiries Section
Division of Public Liaison

Enclosure:

White House release,
) October 28, 1946.

%

Mr. M. B. Shaber, Commander,
Post 78,
American Veterans of World War II,

1493 Glynn Court
Detroit 6,~Michigan.
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Dear lr. President:

On behalf of our respective orgenizations ani, we are certain,
of all Jewigh citizens of isnmerica, we should like ¢o appeal to you to
keep open the borders of the imericen ococoupation zone in Germany and
Austria for Jewish refugees from persecutionkx in Bestern end Central
surope.

st 2 meeting to which representetives of our organi:ations were
recently invited, the Secoretary of ¥Yar, the Under Secretary of State
and Jonersl Hilldring exnluined to us the gravity of the problems which
the sontinued end sccelersted influx of Jewish refugees causes to our
military suthoritios in Zurope and which have caused General cRarney
to recommend the elosing of the border at the time when the nunmber of
Jews in Ds Py camps in the American zone in Cermany will have reached
110,000,

e have the utmost sppreciestion for these difficulties and we
would like, st this point, to express our profound gretitude for the
kindness with which the Secretaries have called us into consultetion
on this mstter,

Since we understand that the final decision in this metter will
not be made without your suthorization, we feel impelled to sddress this
appeal to you.

Our appesl is based entirely on the humanitarian considerstions

involved, The Jows who are fleeing to the American zone come meinly

from "oland wheore they sre in daily danger of life., Closing the only

sevenue of esespe open to them would be tantrmount to condemning them




to death, However grest the burdens which their continued influx

poses on the Ameriean occupation ermy, it is our hope, ¥r. President,

thet you will agree thet these miserable survivors of the three and

e half million Polish Jews should not be denied a chence to remain alive,
¥eoomdrrrkeot ik ik hexinfivxxafxfank ahxrefugres i gxperkionixedy
So prect s the digtress of the people concerned thet prodabdbly

not even & decrce cloging the border will stop these human beings from

trving to reach it ns the only altaernative to death, as the only place

where thay ocan exvect decent trestment. Any attempt to enforce such

& deoree would meraely rogult in the Anericen troops or Cermen guards

acting under Ameriozn authority having to shoot these unfortunste

rafugees, who would therefore he hunted on both sides of the bhorder,

‘e kmow, !r. President, that you would not like to sanction eny poliey

thet would lead to such congenquences.

» understand thet the influx of Jewish refugees is particularly
burdensome to Americen authorities since there is & shortege of housing
facilities and cf menpower to supervise the refugee campa, ile wonder
whether the housing shortage could e rpertly remedied by enebling the
Jowish refugees slreedy in the iAmerican zone to work on the construce

tion of housing for their brethren, ¥We s£lso offer our cooperation in

meking sveilable American Jewish volunteers te take over supervisory

end puerd duties in the camre under Americen military suthority, thus
relieving Amer ican troops from this duty.

It is owr sincere hope thet these suggestions mey somewhet reduce
the burden on the American occoupation authorities. It is also our hope

thet the Government of the United States may succeed in exercising




pressure on those elements in Poland who embarked on a course of
Tlhis ZLoeensL
persecut ing and killing Jews to deals?}gggv:peoding up the sdmission

of growing numbers of Jewish refugees into Palestine and other countries,
and in obteining the egreement of the British, French, and Soviet
Governments £o give tomporary refuge to Jewish refugees in their zones

as wall, We would be heppy if either or ell of these offorts would
reduce the need for Jews to [lee into the Americen zone or die,

Put as long ss this need exists, we beg you in the name of the entire
Jewish community of America end in the name of humenity not %o close

the border of the -merlean zone to these refugees.
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bur By, :

1 have given careful coms.deraticn te the Jotesy projcsals sith
reforente Lo Palesiine Dut vegret (i I Uind aysell unatle & give thes
By appvoval. T jroosals are et enly clearly isconglastent witk toe
unsliusous Reortd of e Angl. ~dseriecn Comunitiee of Tuguiry, bub son-
glaeored on the.r own warite aye copan Lo seri us objeelinn, Tiey do not

apear e se Lo offer un weoeptable sciution 1B Conscuance with the

pbligations Sowards Wie Juwish Batlicoal Boae ns well 48 the popwiat.on of

Peleastione 40 % shelds Lo wniol Lol W countries are comeliLied,

Nay I pow surassily rellerate Lhe request wiieh I made ceurly s year
age for the early acalasiom to Fuleatine of L 00 ol e i laged Jews
of Burope - o sbe, which Raa siunce beon usaninously reCcusended by ~ur Jolnt
Comnittee of Inguiry, In Whe gourse of the | «ut year the situation bas
serivvsly deteriorated, The jJight ol e mmlortunste refugess bus grown
incressingly degperate and e RS on 18 FRlesiite has Bounted Lo an aiarsiog
HBgPee .,

The pians and veparutions for (he yapid Wrans;ortetien of the refugees
to Paleatine sre so far suvanoed st e Jrotecs can be inltisted lasedliztely.
i bellieve thatl as Shelr wovesent beg.ns, Juwither negotiations [or the pel-
opedt solulion ef the difl guit ellitieal preblens sould provesl unisr more
promising circusstauges, It will slec serve as & oleary ind.callon that =9 are
fulliy determimed Lo goe L orward,

This ppocedure is sutirely eonsiatent with Whe ferug unier which our
Jodad Conmittes of Jaguiry was constitubled, These teres ouviesged the
subuissicn of interis reccekenistlions vedating Lo s tters of «n wgent
charnotor a@ well 48 recomendatlons Telsililg o e Dasls situsiion witlh

s Visw S0 4 L ersansnt solut.ofne This is a reason:ble and pedessury




iistinotion and 1 bad Reped that e desentatlion i Uw BLOTY-Larn
constructive recomuendations of Wit Beport might be undertaken I rid-
with shile ve &, lied ourseives to¢ the long-rapge quasgiions lavelving
gimy Liguted lseues of sonstlitublicnel struccvure ame Lae celitienl
{uture of Palvstine,

Such & ccnetruchive begisning would, I as swe, mest wilh Ww
neardy approvel of mem of gred-wili dn bolh cur ecumivies amd threughou
ehe worii on Mmsnitarian grounds, Your agreesent will msie i1 pousible
for cur Govermment t¢ guntinue to explere joiplly «i%h your Geverssent
all vessonsble ;wesibilities for » satlsfactery selution of Whe enlire
probles with good jrespedts Lhat such & Jeint selution will wot euly Le
arrived st iv  rimeiple, bul suscessiuily Anplensniec i faet,

It Bas alresdy been deschetrated .G delilled ansiysie oI Vavicus
Jropesals abld cvnsulluelblions wilk 53l intevested purties muat ifnevilably
ke S.me, But the bhusan ;robles Sonirventing U8 Cuinet walt, It is
untidnkable it She sulfering of S¢ BLEy BN 4l OO whc huve
slresdy sniured o wueh ashouls e  rolonged until =il jelitiesl nego-

tiations are sssisfactovily censluied, Fullure to moet this lmmedisle peod

Bss slready led Lo By A0 QOUEeUBLOAS SR BAY, I feur, load to sUild

EPUvEr Tonsequences 1 LWhe lulure,
1 esruestly Bo. e Shal your Governsent willi Bow Lee it way to fallow

the oourse whieh 1 suggeut,






