
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         11            4           257 
 
 
American Zionist Emergency Council, "B", 1947-1948. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ZIONI3r COUNCIL OF ESSll COWI'Y 
llSHIVA BUILDING 

626 CLINL' ON AVENUE • N.lilWARK 8 , N. J' • 

Telephone, Bigelow 8-5300 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Zionist imergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York City 

My dear .tia.bbi Silvera 

July 11, 1947 

(\ 
I am writing to you as c:tairman of the Zioriiat &oel·gency Council 

to call to your attention a situation which I and ma:ny like me believe 
to be wrought with great peril to our entire Zi'oni st movement. 

We feel ~bat our appearance before the United Na'tions under the 
conditions under which we are appearing ia placing ou,r entire position 
in jeopardy in that no resel"'Vations wer, ma.de officially or semi­
officially by the lorld Zionist Congress or the Jewish Agency to any 
decision tha.t might be reached by the said United Nations. 

You are undoub'tedl7 a.ware that both Great Britain and the Ara.b 
League have made such official reservations, and in the absence of 
reservations on the part of the Jewish people it would appear that 
we would be bound by e:ny decision th$,t the u. N. would make in the 
ma.ttel~e 

This seems to be the view of' ma.llY' prominent lawyers and states­
men with whom I ha.ve discussed the .r.oa.tter from its legal implications. 

From the moral or public relations stand point, it would also 
appear that we would have to aeeept an unfavorable decision no matter 
what same migh:t be, because we asked for the hearing and decision by 
the UN; apparen:tly we received a very ."air hearing 1n that the Jewish 
Agency, a non-governmenta1 agency, was permitted to appear and testify, 
and careful hearings were he.id in Palestine and elsewhere. To 90i of 
the O:tu~atian world aJJY refusal to accept such an unfavorable decision 
in view of the reco d wGuld appear to be welching or squealing on our 
pa.rt. 

My dear tta.bbi, it seems to me and to many others that we dare not 
permit ourselves to be placed in such position. ffe must reserve our 
:riglits in advance of a decision, since both Great Brita.in and the Arab 
League have already announced that they will not accept a position 
WJfavorable to their view point. It must be Wlderstood clearly by 
the responsible J'ewiah authorities that the United Nations ean only 
decide to carry out and implement and e~rge the Jewish rights, but 
that there ia no authority in the wor.ld, J'ewieh or non-lewiah, that 
can deprive the Jewish people of that to which theJ are entitled both 
under the laws of' 90d and man. I think this is obvious and failure 
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to do so in due time might lead to grave consequences for the future. 

I have discussed this matte· th many of our leading Zionists 
d it as upon their suggestion that I am addressing this letter to 

you as head of the Zionist .wiergency Council. Won't you please give 

this matter your early consideration and please let me hear from you 

at yow earliest convenience bath as to your own reaction and as to 

what disposition the Zionist e.i.geney Council ha.a made of this 

ecommendation. 

1th Zionist greetings, and assuring you of the high pe.1 sonal 
estee and regard in which I and millions of f'eilow Americana hold 

you, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Nathan H. Brodsky 
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STUDENT HEBREW ASSOCIATION 

RABBI SAUL KRAFT, Director 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

MURRAY-DODGE HALL 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

uotober 28, 1947 

American ~ionist ~mergency ~ouncil 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, New xork 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

ERNEST STOCK, Studenl Ohairman 

~ understand that the Liberal union or Princeton university 
has extended an invitation to you to be a guest speaker at any 
of its Forum meetings you could conveniently accept. Doubtless 
you are aware that rrinceton university is one of the centers ot 
the Arab League, whose chief spokesman, t'rofessor ttitti, has 
exercised considerable influence on faculty as well as students. 
Not only liberal Christians, but also many of our dewish students 
have become converted to the Arab cause. 

i feel that your presence here would not only effect ively 
present some phase of the Zionist ideology which would counter­
effect the pro-Arab bias, but would serve the general dewish 
cause at rrinceton, also. You may know, Dr. Silver, that Prince­
ton has traditionally admitted very few Jews. vnly recently nas 
its admission poliCJ' become more generous. 'l'hie year it has 
even sanctioned the establishment of a Hillel unit, known her• as 
the Student Hebrew A8 sociation. 

L know that you would attract a wide audience, including 
faculty, students, and townspeople ot Princeton, and, apart from 
enlightening them on the Zionist 1ssu•• you would find your exper­
ience here a stimulating and rewarding one. The Liberal union, in­
cidentally, has had speakers ot national reputa in the past, among 
them prominent senators and distinguished scho.J,are. We should 
therefore be delighted to have an illustrious Jewish representatiye 
included in their list. 

Trusting that you will be able to accept this invitation, i 

remain with all good wishes, 

Most cordially youre, 

/rr"( t-
SK:bsk ne.bbi Saul Kraft 

SPON ()RED BX B' I B'RJTB lIILLEL FOUNDATION ~111 II M.AINTAI S 

RELIGIO , CULTURAL A D COUNSE ST -DENTS AT 176 UNIVER8ITIES 



CHICAGO ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

A Section of the 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Constituent Organizations 

Achdut Havoda.h-Poale Zion 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Hashomer Hatzair 
Misrachi Organisation of America 
Labor Zionist Organisation of American-Poale Zion 

United Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Zionist Organisation of America 

·ay 19~ 1948 

Uear r. ilv r: 

azelTov. 
gra.ti tuae and I 

ow personally 

Israel O\Ves you an inestimateabl debt of 
a ona of tnose o would like you to 
that I share that ense ot indebtedn~ss. 

I quite agrea with you that the fight i till on 
a we should o everything possible in Gh cego to support 

you in that .fight . , hile I an. wri tiHg to you I s h::mld 

like to make a guggestion. any men ma.y cl i1n credit 7 ( 

for their part in ,ecuring forlllal reoogn ion by 'l'ruman {/) 0 
but I o know tn t Colon~l htX y i re pou.s to my reque~t ~ 
acted i~diately to-p rsuade t Pr sident. tis letter 

wnioh inoluded a;. wi tndr awal from h is o lfil oppoa it ion to 

the Pr sict nt must have played a gr at part ir brining 

forth th r side 1t• st»tenent . I am sure that a personal 

note from J10U to him xpresc; ing offioial Zionist a.pprAoi ti on 

of the immeasurable role that ne pla d, woul be greatly 

ppreoi~tad . 

enator Luo s of our t te was ls o movea-ny ealon&l 

rvey to int roed with the President for us . A note to 

.. enator LUoa.s telling him of our appr ciation for his help 

will mean a. gr at deal for our cause . Onoe agair h~artiest 

oongratul~tions and ~y you Roon seep aoe established in 

our State. 

• ith very best isne • 

Sinoerely yours , 

:la 
) iz;: llvffu,_,--

Dr. Abba ill l Silver 
.;u1 ricatJ. ~ionist 'oergeaol' Uounoil 
342 adison ~venue 
le York~ity 17 , ew lork 
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HONORARY NASS! 

Louts LIPSll Y 

PAST NASSIIM 

bAAC ALLEN 

HAllllY GP.AYEll 

JOSEPH KllAEMEll 

Oil. HAlllllS J. LEVJl-'E 

Lours LrPSK Y 

MAX PEllLMAN 

HAllllY A. PINE 

HON. JACOB s. STRAHL 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAX BANNEa. 

RUDOLPH EDELSON 

HENll y ElSEll 

Juuus FEINBERG 

MENDEL N. FISHER 

SAMUEL FISHMAN 

NATHAN GLANZMAN 

ANNE GllEENBERG 

HAU. y GllE£NSTEJN 

JACOB HIRSCHHORN 

JACK HocHBEllG 

SAllAH KllUMBEIN 

DollOTHY S. LEvtNE 

HYMAN LIPSCHITZ 

JOELL£ LIPSCHITZ 

Louts MARKOWITZ 

Oil. SIDNEY MAllKS 

GUSTAVE O.BEllMA 

JOSEPH PARNESS 

JACOB RAND 

PHILLIP RED.ELHEIM 

PAUL SACHS 

B£SSI.E SEJDELMAN 

ATHAN $EJDELMAN 

]ACOB SINGEll 

IR VJNG SLOAN 

N. BEN Dov WA LOMAN 

MAllVlN '\VJESBll 

Louis WE1ss 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Louu BLEECJtEll 

DANIEL FUSCH 

SAMUEL MAllllEYJCH 

SAMUEL NAPOLEON 

ROBEllT SILVERMAN 

FII.ANK WEITZ 

BARNET WIENER 

220 FIFTH A VENUE 

HARRY A. PrNE 

DR. JACOB I. STEINBERG 

JACOB IsH-K.lSHOR 

ABRAHAM KRUMBEIN 

• NEW YORK I, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-79 SO 

ABRAHAM A. 

Sgan Risbon 
Sgan Sheni 

Mazk.ir 
Gizbor 

REDELHEIM, N assi 

HYMAN J. FLIEGEL Counsel 

DR. HARRIS J. LEVI E Chief Medical Examiner 

DOROTHY S. L E VI E Cl:mm., Wome11,'s Cou11cil 

SAMUEL M. STUCK.GOLD, C.P.A. Auditor 

Trustees: DANIEL FRISCH, SAMUEL MARKEWICH, MA.x PERLMAN 
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Mr. JlaffJ' A. Pine, Pre114en, 
11-1 Zloa 
220 1ifth ATellU 
lew York 1, Bew York 

M7 4ear hien4a 

lul.7 9, 1941 

Pel"llil • lo aalcnowl•dce the reoeip\ of 7our kind lel\er ot 
, •• 8\h OODTeJ'inc th• reeo1u.,1on whloh ftl a4op\e4 '7 'h• 
J'nal Zion al l\1 Annual Connnllon in A,lan\lc 01\y. l 
nee4 no\ lell 7ou \bat I • profoud17 gra\eflll for ,he •-­
llaal1 espre11e4 111 Iha\ re■olulion. 1, 11 hur,eniq ,o 
haTe nch word• of enoourace 11\, and 1, ••NDC'h•• one tor 
\he hard work whlah llea ahead.. Pleue OODTe7 \o all ,he 
offloer1 an4 ••bera of the ~•nal Zion fA7 vane,, gree,1np aa4 
good wlahoa. 

0or4lal17 J'OVI, 

ADA HILLEL SILYD 
A.HS1er 




