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American Red Mogen Dovid for Palestine, Inc. 
220 FIFTH AVENUE e NEW YORK 1, N.Y. 

Telephone MUrray Hill 4-5416-7-1 

The Honorable Harry S. Truman, Honorary Chairman 

Dr. Rabbi Hillel Silver 
Zionist B)nergency Council 
?1112 Madison Ave. 
New York City 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

November 12, 1948 

On Monday, November 22nd, the American Red Mogen Dovid 
for Palestine will hold a banquet at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel under the chairmanship of my good friend, Mr. John 
L. Leban, Vice-President of Schenley. Mr. Herbert Bayard 
Swope will serve as toastmaster. Principal speakers of the 
evening will include my former chief, former Secretary of War 
Robert P. Patterson and the Honorable Ellis Arnall, distinguished 
former Governor of Georgia. 

The organization we shall honor that evening is entirely 
non-political and non-sectarian . Its mission is to aid the 
work of the Red Magen David for Palestine, an agency that 
corresponds to our own American Red Cross and serves both 
Jews and Arabs in the Holy Land. This agency is presently 
the major factor in humanitarian endeavor in Palestine and 
it is contributing greatly to amity and understanding between 
Palestine's Jewish a.nd Arab inhabitants. 

As Chairman of the Distinguished Guests Committee, it is my 
privilege to invite you to be our guest at the Dinner honoring 
this great cause. I lmow you will find the evening highly 
rewarding. I should appreciate it deeply if you will forward 
your acceptance to me at the offices of the American Red Magen 
Dovid for Palestine, 220 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 

With k 

Julius Klein 

Dinner • Hotel Waldorf Astoria • New York • November 22, 1948 



November 18, 19LB 

Kr. Julius ne1n 
Am .rican Red ¥ogen Dorid 
220 Filth Awrme 
New York 1 1 New York 

117 dear 11r. nein a 

'!'hank you tor your kind letter ot NOftllber 12th in­
rl ting • to attend the d1 nner of the Americz Red 
Kogen David for Palestine on :November 22nd. Untor­
tunate~, it ia not possible for me to leaw Clava­
lan:l on that da7. Howrner, I am deepq appreciative 
or your thought.tulneaa in invit,ing • to be a guest, 
and I Nnd you all 111' good wishes. 

Most cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVFR 
AHS1er 



Dr. David Petegorsky 
American Jewish Congrc~a 1834 .. )roadway, ew York 23, 
Dear David: 

0 C r 29, 1948 

. 
• • 

'lhanke for the copy or Your letter to Harry ha iro, with your covering note. 

·1thout attempting to go into the matter, t.he comment which I i:ld like to ke is that th re ie ob­viously need for coordination aa between the A rican Zionist mergency Council and all other oreanizatione intere ted in strengthening the position of Isr 1. Hither­to the American J sh Conference ae sup osea to serve that purpo e. ow that it is going out or existenc it rike me that the Emergency \,;ouncil hould take t initi t ive in creating an obviously needed ubstitute in one form or ano her. 
As a matter of fact it was ug e ted at one of the recent eting or the Interi Com:ni t tee of the .JC th t the Emer ncy Uouncil form a Council of cooperating organizations which o 1d embrace at 1 at the met i ortant organiz t·ons affili te 1'i th the AJC. It is an idea orth explllring. Ob­Tiouely such organizat om - e.g. the Bnai rith - eho ld neither be precluded from an active participation in whatever needs to be done, nor shoul they go off entirely on their own, in an uncoordinated fa hion. 

I will try to diecu a th in the E rgency Council. 

As ever, 

tter with our friends 

F i thfully your , 

• . . 
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December 14, 1948 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Chairman, American Seotion,Jewish Agency 
16 E.66th Street, 
New York,21,iew York. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

At the last meeting of the St. Louis ():)uncil-Amerioan Jewish 
Congress, representing one hundred and twenty-two affiliated 
organizations in the St. Louis area, I reported on the ne­
gotiations of the St. Louis Council with the White House with 
reference to the Palestine situation. I pointed out that 
President Truman, in my judgment, rendered great service to 
the Jewish people, even though he has not always done every­
thing that Zionist leaders have asked him to do. 

After my report, it was unanimously decided by the leaders 
of the local Jewry to do the following: 

1. To inscribe the name of Jarry s. Truman in the 
Golden Book of the Jewish National Fund 

2. To recommend to the Jewish Agency to establish 
a community in ISRAEL in honor of President Truman 

I am writing this letter to you in the hope that you will 
submit this recommendation to the Jewish Agency, and endeavor 
to have it implemented. If this special project will require 
financial assistance from St. Louis, I am certain that that 
could also be arranged. 

It is the concensus of opinion locally amongst Jews and non­
Jews that such an undertaking would have great public rela­
tions• value, and would undoubtedly influence the President 
to continue his assistance in this great cause. 

Recently, one of the powerful leaders of the Democratic party 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS WAS 0Rl3ANIZED TD ■ECURE AND BA,-EIJUARD THE CIVIL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND IIELIDIDU■ 

RIGHTS CF JEWS WHEREVER THEY MAY BE THREA.TENED DR VIOLATED, @ 
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December 14, 1948 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver -Page 2-

of Missouri visited the White n:>use on the invitation of the 
President. He spent considerable time with President Truman, 
as well as with Clark Clifford, the Counselor to the President, 
and brought the President a message from the St. Louis Council­
American Jewish Congress, a copy of which I attach herewith 
for your perusal when you have a few spare moments. 

Counting on your cooperation in the above-mentioned matter, 
and with kindest personal regards, I remain 

WS:ms 
Encl. 

Yours very cordially and sincerely, 

ST. LOUIS COUNCIL - AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS WAS ORGANIZED TD SECURE AND BAF'EGUARD THE CIVIL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND RELIGIDU■ 
RIGHTS OF JEWII WHEREVER THEY MAY BE THREATENED CR VIOLATED. @) 
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ur. II. J. Slon1m, Pre■ident 
st. Louie -council 
.American Jewish Congran 
211 Horth 7th stntet 
st. Louis 1, lliesouri 

II)' dear Mend, 

Thank you ao 11Uch tor your letter ot Decanber 14th and tor 
cOl'lftJ'inc to me the resolutions which wre adop~d bJ' the 
St. Lolli• Council, American Jniah Conpa, \ti retar­
enoe to rec~ng to ti. Jewish Ageng to e.stabliah a 
c-owmd.ty in Isrul in honor ot Preaidant Traan. 

I shall be very hapJJ1 to bring up the subject tor considera­
tion at the earliest opportunity. 

lfith all good wishes, I remain 

ost cardial.lT yours, 

ABBA InLLEL SILVER 
ABS1er 
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Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Templ 
E. 10~ st. at Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear nr . Silver : 

January 4, 1949 

As you no doubt know, the disturbed conditions 
in Israel made it nee ssary to delay our Budget Advisory 
Board meeting at wl1ich the American Fund I s 1949 budget 
is to bed tennined . 

e hav just completed arrangements to hold the 
BAB meeting in your city, at the Hollenden Hotel, on 
February 26, 27, and 28 . I hasten to call this to your 
attention now, so that you will ente~ these dates in 
your calendar and plan to attend. 1~re are eager to have 
your a tiv participation and leadership . 

This is a cruc ' al y~ar in the life of our insti­
tntions in Isr'iel, and every effort will have to b 'llobil­
ized to plan for their needs and secur• adequate support 
for the:n so that they may continu to c;erv Israel 's grow­
ing population. Final bud t ~n yses are now in pr~para­
tion by our Palestine Advisory Board, with the asc;istanc 
of Itzhak Wonnan, cur Executive Director, who is now in 
Isra~l. He will bring th mat rial back with him 011 ~ is 
return to this country durin the first eek in February, 
in time for detailed present tion and analysis at the 
Cleveland meeting . 

No program details have b ,n .,.,orked out as yet . 
This is there ore only a preliminary notic~ . As soon as 
web gin to formulate tentativ program plans , we shall 
consult you, in order to have the benefit o your advice, 
and to det~rmine in hat way your own particip tion can 
be made most effective. 

Cordially yourc, , 

Edward A. orman 
Pr sident 

P.s. Plea e sign the enclosed card and r turn 
it to us as soon as possjble. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

etut~"'•"' &"'°'"'"''°"' 
Hadauab. Women's Zionist Orvcmlsatlon of America 
Mlsrach1 OrcJcmballon of America 
Poale Zion-Zehe Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Bou.le vard 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 7, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Enclosed please find a memorandum which I have pre­
pared at Mr. Tuvim 1s request in connection With yesterday's 
meeting of the AZEC Committee on Future Activities. Since 
Rabbi Miller may be in touch with you regarding future 
procedure, I would like you to have an exact picture of 
what has happened. 

I would like to add that Mrs. Epstein took an emi­
nently fair and correct attitude regarding the entire 
proceedings. She was very much in f'avor of the committee /,. 
drafting the necessary changes for reform within the AZEC rtU.l.l~ 

and, after the meeting, told me that she was going to 
start working out suggestions for a revision on her own. 

BA:AF 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Benjamin Akzin 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Files Date January 7, 1949 

Benjamin Akzin 

RE: Second meeting of the Future Activities Committee of AZEC, January 6, 1949. 

There were present: .Rabbi Irving Miller (Chairman), Mrs. Judith 
Epstein, Mr. B. Epstein, Mr. Gellman, Mr. Kuseelevitz, Mr. Segal and 
Mr. Tyber, as well as myself. 

Mr. Segal explained on behalf of the Poale-Zion that his party 
believes there is need for an instrument for joint action of American 
Zionists, but that AZEC cannot be that instrument and should be liqui­
dated within six months. During that interval efforts should be made 
to establish another organization to take its place. When this matter 
is taken up, Poale-Zion will propose an organizational scheme. If the 
new organization cannot be set up within the ti~e limit indicated above, 
the lifetime of the AZEC should be extended accordingly. 

Mrs. Epstein, on behalf of Hadaaaah, declared that since the AZEC had 
assembled a great deal of experience and valuable contacts, it would be 
harmful to make a break in its continuity. There was need, howover, for 
changes in its constitution and for a revision of the sco~e of its ac­
tivities, and in her view the committee should proceed to consider what 
changes and revisions it should recommend. 

Mr. Gellman, on behalf of the Mizrachi, tholl€ht that the AZEC should 
continue as long as necessary. If Mr. Segal had in the back of his mind 
to propose a federation, he had to declare that Mizrachi would not join 
a federation. 

Mr. Tyber, on behalf of Achdut Havodah, expressed agreement with 
Mr. Segal. 

Mr. B. Epstein, on behalf of the Revisionists, expressed the fear 
that should the AZ~ be liquidated, it would be difficult to bring about 
agreement on the creation of a new common body. The Revisionists would 
not join a federation either. He wondered whether Mr. Segal had in mind 
to derive organizational advantages for hie party in connection with the 
liquidation of the AZEC and the setting up of an entirely new body. 

Mr. Kusselevitz (Haahomer Hatzair) who came late, said that he 
preferred to refrain from expressing an opinion or voting for the time 
being. 

Rabbi Miller summarized the two views as formulated chiefl¥ by Mr. 
Segal and Mrs. Epstein. He drew attention to the fact that the revision 
of the constitution and activitiea of the AZEC could be aa far-reaching 
as would be found ne oesaary; it could extend to the name, to the leader-
1hi n, to the staff, to the mode of elections, etc. Similar far-reaching 
chaiiges have been introduced in this body in the past without disrupting 
ita continuity. 
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Mr. Segal said that he did indeed prefer a federation, and that, 
as far as seeking to better the organizational position of his party in 
connection with the setting up of a new body, perhaps he did have that 
in mind. At any rate, the time to discuss it would come later. Though ,i.. -I'-~ )•Jt­
he personally was a great ~atriot of the AZEC, he now considered that 
oreanization to be impotent and unable to adjuat itself to the new situ-
ation, with the Israeli Government and the American Section of the Jewish 
Agency Executive as new elements in the picture. He thought that the bud-
get of the AZEC, which may have been justified in the nast, was very much 
swollen and exaggerated in the present situation. As an example of the 
AZEC•s impotence, he cited its silence in the course of the last week in 
connection with the crisis brought forth by the British diplomatic inter-
vention in the Palestine conflict. -- None of the adjustments necessary 
could be adequately brought about by mere reorganization, but required a 
clean sweep. 

Mr. Akzin explained the extent to which the function of the AZEC 
has indeed changed in practice since the emer ence of Israel and since the 
establishment in Mew York of a section of the Agency lxecutive. This new 
ei tuation was very much reflected in the role presently playe.d by the AZEC, 
which is no longer a fairly autonomous policy-making body on the American 
scene and in a way pu1hing the Jewish Agency Executive in Palestine toward 
greater activity, but has become an agency mainly for coordinated executive 
action in consultation with the two other bodies. This more limited role 
would have to be pl~ed also by any other organization that might be created, 
whether it is a reorganized AZEC or an entirely new set-up. If the creation 
of a new body ia discussed, to take the lace of the AZEC, its activities 
will be neceaaari]¥ limited to the least common dem>minator on which the 
parties will be able to agree; a federation will therefore be out of the 
question. If there ia no majority in this committee in favor of liquidation, 
the committee ought to proceed with its appointed task of recommending to the 
AZEC organizational and constitutional changes. It may well be that in the 
course of discussing those changes, most of the desiderata of Messrs. Segal 
and Tyber would be achieved. 

The chairman nut the t"° viewpoints of Mr. Segal and Mrs. Epstein to 
a vote. Poale-Zion and Achdut Havodah voted for Mr. Segal 1s viewpoint; 
General Zionists, Hadassah, Mizrachi end Revisionists voted for Mrs. Ep­
ste;in 1s viewpoint. Hashomer Hatzair abstained. The chairman thereupon 
declared that in his opinion the committee could not do anything else for 
the time being exce· t to report to the next meeting of the Executive Com­
mittee of the AZ:EXJ. 

As secretary to the AZEC, I thought this ruling by the chairman 
erroneous in form and harmful in substance. In accordance with Mr. Zucker­
man's motion, the committee was created "to study the question of the 
further functionin,of the Emergency Council." In so far as there was a 
majority within the committee to approach that iaaue on the baais of the 
continued existence of AZEC with some changes, the committee ought at this 
point to try to frame such changes as would then be recommended in a report 
to the hecutiTe of the AZEC. It ia quite poaaible that in the course of 
this formulation, the minority would come to an agreement with the majorit1. 



If thi1 ie not the case, the llxecutive of th A.Zn, will be confronted with 
two reports: one auggeating a definite blue-print of changes in the AZEC; 
the other advocating the AZEC•a liquidation. To report at thie ~oint would 
be merely dilatory since the AZEC would not have before itself a clear 
alternative to the minority proposal. 

I regret to have had to take issue with Babbi Miller on this question 
but I thought it my duty to do so. Babbi Miller then stated that he would 
diecusa the situation with Dr. Silver and ask him for further guidance. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaah. Women•• Zionist Or9anbatio11 of America 

Mlzrachl Or9cmbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dear Friend: 

February 11, 1949 

ST ~JCTLY_CONfIDENTIAL 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

You will recall that t he American Christian Palestine Committee has condi cte1 
four annual seminars in which Christian leaders partic pated as delega tes selectei 
by local Zionist communities. The Executive Council of the American Christian 
Palestine Committee has decided to hold the .fifth National Seminar in I -11At1, and 
has request ed our cooperatio 'l i n what will be the most significant event yet pl - nne·::l 
in our nation-wide public r elations program. 

The as sembly date in Tel Aviv for this American Christian Palestine Committee 
Study Tour to I9rael is tentatively plan..~ed for April 28th; the tour will close i 
Israel on May 12th. As many articipants as possible will leave on t e S.S. Queen 
Mary from New York on April 20th so as to profit from the round table discussions 
planned aboard ship. Delegates who find this sailing date inconvenient will take 
the trip by plane a few days later. 

May I urge you to assist this project by arranging for the participation of a 
carefully selected non-Jewi~h representative, man or woman, of your community. 
Please think in terms of a newJpaper editor, a college president, an outsta.ndin 
professor, a prominent churchman or a leader of management or labor. The individual 
selected should have several of the following qualifications: (1) sympat y wit 
Zionist aspirations, (2) standing in the community, (5) ability as a public speaker 
or as a writer, and (4) capacity for action. He need not be fully informed on all 
aspects of the question; the seminar will provide him with all of the facts. 

The Executive Council of the American Christian Palestine Committee believ s 
that the American poople need firsthand reports of Israel today,--its achieveme ts 
and its problem , - its economic needs and possibilities for industrial and agri­
cultural development. They submit that while we have gone a long way in educating 
the public, we are still beset by hostile propaganda groups seeking to undermine 
tte State of I orael by falce accusations concerning its politics, its form of govern­
ment, its intentions towards Arab neighbors and its potentials as a world force for 
good will and moral advancement. The American Christian Palestine Committee del e­
gates to Israel will be in a position to counteract these hostile influence, after 
an intensive study of conditions in Israel, under sponsorship of Israeli experts. 

I would urge local Zionist Emergency Committees to defray travel, hotel and 
personal expenses of their delegate for this important and unprecedented public 

' relations project. The cot is estimated at a maximum of $2,000 from New York to 
Israel and return, depending on mode of travel. A number of communities are alrea y 
pl .nning to distribute the costs by joining with one or tv;o ne rby cities and thus 
sponsor a delegate jointly. 

All steamer a.~d transoceanic plane tickets will be reserved through an agency 



-2-

February 11, 1949 

chosen by the American Christian Palestine Committee, which is arranging for a 
block of plane and steamer reservations. Please forward to us immediately the 
name, address and profession of your delegate so that an official invitation may 
be issued by the American Christian Palestine Committee. I know that I can count 
on you and your Zionist colleagues to cooperate in this important undertaking. 

Your early action and reply are requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ~-2~ 
Abba Hillel Silver 

AHS:SHK Chairman, Executive Committee 

P. S. Under no circumstances is money to be sent to the Emergency Council or to 
the American Christian Palestine Committee. You will receive a directive as to 
the travel agency which is handling this matter . 

• 



The Jewish Communi!9 

I. Should Zionist Organizations 
Be Dissolved? 

II. A Proposal for Progress 

By 

DAVID \V. PETEGOR KY 

AMERI A JEWI H 0~ GRE S 
1834 Bro'" di y w Y rk 2 . Y. 



This pam,1)hlet contains the text of two articles on "The Jewish 

Community," by Dr. David w. Petegorsky, published in CONGRESS 

WEEKLY on December 6 and 20, 1948. They represent the personal 

viewpoint of Dr. Petegorsky but are being distributed by the American 

Jez ish Congress as a contribution to the discussion of fundamental 

issues now confronting the American Jewish comm,unity. 

Dec mber 24. 1948. 



THE JEWISH • COMMUNITY 
By DAVID W. PETEGOR KY 

I. Should Zionist Organizations 
Be Dissolved? 

FEW pro • c arc more difficult 
than that of adapting social in­

. titutfons to changing social need: 
and circumstance . And n where 
i • that proce of d Jib • rat ' dap­
t tion mor ' formid ble than in 
Jewi h communal life. For J wi h 
in titution are wholly voluntary 
in their nature; and no authority 
:ave the ommon .en. of th ir 
m mbcr~ and lead r · an deer 
tran formation. which nt ha ' 
r ndercd cntial. B ·au f 1hr 
voluntary character of Jcwi. h or­
ganization , lead r hip and parti-
ipation in th m becom imp r­

tant element in ocial ~ tatu: and 
pre tige. V sted int r :t:-p h -
1 gi al more of ten than mat rial­
habit, inertia, tradition all t nd 
1 d velop an ven gr ·atrr r ' i:t­
a nce to change in J \ i:h rgan­
izational life than in oth r ar a:=;. 
The t is why change · in th organ­
iz;1, tiona] structur<' of the J \ L h 
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·01.nmunit • ha • , Im t in ·ariabl 
ome a ut a the r ult of risis 

and cat rophe and ldom a · th 
product f d ·Jib rat and pr ci n 
planning. 

S ·ri • u . i n of f unda1 
tal h ount rs r ista 
hardl bborn than opl 
tion han s them. 
Thu mpl , w ks . 
in t f Ch go I argu d 

ffi a publi 1 n 
th , Should th oni t 

·(t • ·1tion: Be Di ol P 
o h , rd only of o 

an i te 
m s h i 

ryt rom 
ry. Leading Zion­

told me that I ren­
i t m mcnt a di -

by even itting th 
to be di u publi ly. 

Yet it hould be appar nt that 
th tabli.-hm nt f , Jc>wi h . tat 



ha dra ti ally nd f undam ntally 
tran formed the condition_ of Jew­
i h lif throughout the world. Je, -
i h in titutions and the patt rn of 
organiz tional lif " ill ci ther ha v 
to be adapt d or will ultimately 
adapt themselves to th e new con­
ditions. Th question i not shall 
thcr b change. It i r ther, hall 
that chang be delib rate or plan­
le ? Shall it be im po d by limi tcd 
groups armed with the pow r of 
pur e and prestig or hall it b 
achieved throu h the d mocrati • 
action of th J wi h ommuni t 
it If? 

FOR ' cral d cad , the or an­
iz d Zioni t mo em n t in all it • 

JJha ha b n th most extcn iv 
~ind domin'- nt in Am ric n J wi. h 
Jj f . By th t I do not m an to 
. ugge t that it influenc has been 

11-per iv or mbracing. In-
de d, one f the tragic rror of 

merican Zioni ts wa the mann r 
in which they ced d control of 
ital ar a of American J wi h 

con rn to minority roup with a 
negati or t b t, indifT rent 
< ttitud toward Jewish alu and 

1rvi al. But the Zioni t move­
ment cnli ted more person , in­
·pir d mor nthu ia m and er -
ated more organization than an 

th r mov m nt in contemporar 
Jewi h hi tory. Thu. the Palesti11e 
rear Book for 194 7-48 list ov r 
go or anizations in the Unit d 
States cone med with some pha e 
of Zioni m and Palestine; and 
many additional ones have come 
into exi tence since the proclama-
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tion of l -rael. They include th 
Zionist political partie of ev ry 
ideological per ua ion; their f m 1 • 
nd youth off hoot ; education I 

~md cultural organizations; philan­
thropic venture ; projects and 
committee in upport of variou 
c1cti iti s in Isr el. It i my con­
tention that, indispen able as some 
of these groups hav been in the 
creation of the Jewi h state, they 
are today impairing the functions 
they were created to serve; and 
any int lligcnt and eITecti e re r­
ganization f the Jewi. h commun­
: l structur in thi country mu t 
h gin with a dra. tic r vi i n of th 
patt rn of Zioni t activity. 

Let me make it clear that I do 
not b Ii ve that the politic 1 trucr­
gl for I ra l has ended. Ameri­
can J ws for some time to come 
will ha to continue to mobilize 
public opinon and action in sup­
port of the legitimate political de­
mands and security of the Jewi h 
tate. Vast financial re ource will 

have to be made availabl from 
this country for the tr mendou 
tasks of immigration, r ettlcment 
and developmcn t in I rael. Eff c­
tive channel will have to be de­
veloped through which the cul­
tural and spiritual influence of 
I rael will reach the J ws of thi 
country and through which, in 
tum, the creative achi vcments of 
American Jewry will be made fa­
miliar to Israel. If therefore I 
suggest the dis elution of the pre -
ent structure of Zionist organiza­
tion. in the Unit d St te , it i not 
becau e I believe that American 



J ~wry has already f uliy di harged 
it responsibilities to Israel. It is 
rather because of my conviction 
that that structure is today thwart­
ino- the full mobilization of Am ri-
'an Jewish effort in that ta k. Nor 

.. tin I for a moment concerned 
\\ ith the bogey of the dual loyalty 
ccusa tion that has led some Jews 

t call for the disappearance of 
th Zionist group in America. 
f hat ghost has long been laid; 
. .ind none but the timorou or the 
treacherous will invoke its pectre 
a , a guide to action or policy. 

Th variou Zionist political par­
tic originally had their root in 
harp ideological cliff r . nee ; and 

in the c e of the G n ral Zion­
i t , the absence of an ideology , as 
made the basis of party organiza­
tion. So long a the 'W rid Zioni 

rganization, through the in tru­
ment it created, bor re pon. ibil­
ity for the d velopmcnt of Pal -
tine, it was wholly proper for the 
various political partic in the 
Zionist movement to attempt t 
influence the political, ocial and 
religiou in -titution of the coun­
try. That party c nflict, d spit· 
the intensity and bitterncs with 
which it was frequently waged 
introduced a genuine lement of 
democratic participation and con-
rol in Jewi h lif . 

With the establi hmcnt f the 
Jewish state, however, respon ibil­
ity for the manner in which that 
. tate shall develop has pas ed to 
the Government and citiz n of 
Israel. And none but those who 
w 11 within its ho mdarie may 
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• laim he right t influcn d ,_ 
tcrmine the nature i titu-
tion and polici . ram 
intcrf rcn e by n --
tic arr air , no t \'0-
lcnt or well-intenti r-
f cc m , i o 
1 of tchoo 

e m ot onl 
full guarantee of th; om for 
J ra l; they mu t be lou in 
r fraining from vio • rr t fr -
! m th m l s. 1 nc of 
r i • par • ' u r. cl. 
h on i logi a l 
d nc , 1 no lon6 r 
fi d and for I ra 1': . ak 
p rmitted. 

Fact no l 1ic d 
th ir aboliti ~ 
.. 1Jity th s h 
had in the pa t, r, 
cea.· d pt in h 
any : signi c ·pt at 
the ext • me\. Any ne \\ ho h .. 
pc. rticipat ·d in Zioni t affair- in 
r cnt year .. knows full w ,11 that 
• dcologic l diff renc n lonrr r 
play any • 11 an-
i gful role. p on-
Hict ha con ,_j m-
ist rank . B l r 

borne only th -
lation hip t j -
l oint. 0 • ~nvh Jmi y have 
. t mm <l from cliff in tll<' 
valuati n of political d -

m nt and the formul tion f poli­
tical str t gy and tactic. ; and tho. • 
di nces have cut acres aJl id o-

1ine . Indeed, a the part 
tructur s and organizations hav 

h n maint, in d d . pit~ th df\-



·lin • in ideological conflict, per­
onal rivalry and the struggle for 

pre tigc and power have had to 
be nli ted in order to provide th 
ba. i~ for th ·ontinuing party 
. trif . 

WHAT i f gr ·at ·r imm diatc 
.-ignifi ance i • the fa t that the 

tructur the e group have reat-
d today seriou ly thwart th full 

mobilization of Amcri n J wry 
for the political truggl which 
mu t curr ntly be waged '" nd tho. 
which li ah ad. For ar th 
memb r hip of the variou Zioni t 

organization embraced b far th 
lar t portion of American Jew. 
dcdicat d to th . tabli hm nt of :1 

J wi h tat . Th group r 
ther f re the only one who could 
hav and hould hav rganiz d 
th Ameri an Jc\ i h eff rt on h -
half of Pale tin . Had th , not I 
'- nd mobilized that ffort it i • un­
lik ly that the J wi h . t, tr would 
todc y be a reality. 

Th ir v ry ucc . , ho\ \. r. has 
·r ated th ondition. \ hi h make 

th ir di < ppcaran c • ntia1. T -
d y th a t m jorit f m ri-

n J \ ar unit d in th ir . up­
port of the Jewi h t t . Onl a 

portion of them are formall • n­
roll d in th Zioni t mo mcnt or 
ace pt its discipline. That fact ha 
bred th irre pon ibilit , hi h h, 
plagued JewLh lif in thi unt1 , 

in the pa t f w y ar and fo ercd 
the growth of undi ciplin d nd ir-
re pon iblc movement on rn d 
\ ith Pal tine. It h L ~r 1 
limited the ahilitv of th J r . 

Zioni t mov mcnt to achieve th 
total mobilization of American 
Jewry on behalf of Israel. 

Thu , for ~xample, the Am ri­
can Zioni t Emergency Council 
wa er ated everal years ago in 
order to formulate American Jew­
i h policy in Zionist affairs and 
to organize the Jewish commun­
ity in upport of the establishment 
of the J , i h state. Its constitu-
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nt ar th Zioni t political par­
tic in thi: country affiliated with 
the \! orld Zionist Organization. 
Iner a. ingly, however, the Emer­
g n y Council has been unable t 
<',· r i ff ctive control over Zion­
ist politic and public action larg -
ly becau it constituent now 
rcpre ent only a fraction of th . 
actively onccm d with the fate 
and ecurity of I racl. . 

Th ability of the ZEC to 

achie c full mobilization in up­
port of I rael ha become imilar­
ly limit d. Nor has thi limitation 
ext nded only to the groups whi h 
refu c t ac ept the political di -
iplin of the Zionist movem nt 
nd th J wi ·h Agency. Th re r 

in the ountry major Jewi h or­
ganiz tion , uch as the Ameri an 
Jewish C ngre which from th ir 
inception have been d dicated to 
the Zioni ts ideal and have loyall _ • 
and con i t ntly accepted the poli­
ti al guidano of th Zioni t m \ .­
ment and the Jewish Ag nc, . 
Some of the organization em­

brace a larger con tituency and 
command far more exten ive tech­
nical faciliti •. than s v ral f th 
con titu nt m mh r. of th Erner-



lJ 11 ·y Council. 
l a vc n v r b en includ d in th 
·tructure of th Em rg n y Coun-
il nor permitted to participate in 

it d lib ration . Their cooperation 
ha · nev r b en ought, except in 
h mo t pcrf unctory mann r. t­

t ·mpt by these gr up to play a 
n .. or vital rol in an int grat d 
progr m of Zioni t .. tion ha 
b en largely ignor d nd r buff d 
.md frequently with ho ·tility. 

To the degree to , hich I ra I i • 
today supported by virtually th ' 
·ntire American J wi h commun­
ity, the Zionist mov m nt has b -
·ome I ss able to or aniz that 
total support eff ecti • l ; for it 
peaks for and evok the di -
·iplined loyalty of a proportion~ 

.. tely decreasing se tion of meri­
ran Jewry. The full and eITectiv 
mobilization of political , tion for 
I rael in this country can today be 
.. chieved only by a much more in-
·lusive and all-embrc ing body 
than the Zioni t organization . Th 
Zionist Emergency Council and 
the formal Zionist groups, by con­
tinuing to claim ol r pon ibility 
for that effort, are eriously jeop­
._trdizing its maximum eff ctiv -
n • and succes . 

THE onomi argum ·nt for the 
r vi ion of the pattern of Am ri­

:m Zioni t activity i no 1 om­
p ·Hing than the political. For year: 
t<, ome I rael will r quire financial 
r • ·ources far vaster than the countr 
il elf can provide, and mo t of th( 
.1id will have to come from Ameri-
. rn Jewry. But hardl) ] ' impor-
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taut thau the lund th m ·lv 
th manner in , hi h t • b 

ed. Th t l a h • 
velopment of hncl • for 
ntr • d ocial and i • 

planni to a a if 
not gr er th at h-
t in • an :ta t ' ' t • 

tr me u nu 1 oth -
ly • nmigr-mt 

·-
1 -

u 
of h 
for ll ·tll 

a \ ' 
d it ,vill ho. t· 
rd n • n lif • 
d p licy an I 

thoroughly . • l . 
Thi me an 11 
fund ·md 

ble for invcs 
ment in • 
how th 
mut 
rc·latiou to th c un ' 
I • r q 

I d 
. g h . 

be , ible 
bul fund . 
~ r • rou h 
major fun th Ker n Hay . od 

nd th n "' y meth. But 
there till r • ore · of in titu-
tion and projec and th ·ir num-
ber i multiplying- which se k to 
rai e fund in thi country for 
Israel and it in titution . inc 
the C'tabli hment of th . tat , 
many invc tment and dcv lopmcnt 
·orporation • hav om· into h ing . 



1 h , um · th ·c in tituti n and 
proj t rai .. e and tran mit a oft n 
,1, not bear little relation. hip to 
the need in I rael for th particu­
lar in titution or project; th rr­
fl ct in t ad the f und-rai ing and 
publi r lation kill enli t d b 
tho proj ct for their campaign 
in thi country. If thi proc con­
tinue , there is grav danger that 
a con iderable portion of th o­
cial and economic dcv lopment of 
I racl wi11 be det rmin d not by 
the objccti,·c nc ds of th ountry 
but by th abilitie of pu lie r -
1 tions xpcrt in th United 

tates. The nc cl therefore for th 
integration of all fund-rai ing ac­
tivities relatin to I rael and the 
cntralized control of th mploy­

ment of tho e funds in I r cl it .1 f 
i~ urgent. 

In thi area, a in the political, 
the fact that the Zioni, t move­
ment now peak for a r 1ativ, ly 
deer asing section of Am rican 
Jewry limit it ability to mobiliz 
total assistan for the J wi h 
tate. And here again hi tory pro­
ides argument more P°''' rful 

than logic. The once indi p n abl 
role of the Zioni t organizations 
as fund-rai ing agencie has with­
ered away. Funds for I rael, as for 
all major Jewi h purpo e , are to­
day rai ed through the machin ry 
of the United J wLh Appeal and 
the local welfare fund and fed­
erations throughout the country. 
The propaganda-making function 
of the Zionist groups in the fund­
raising area have become equally 
insignificant. The mo. t eff rctiv 

propdg 1 da. agcncic for Israel t • 
day are the new paper headline 
and the vents in and involving 
1 ra I it elf; and they require littl 
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. • i tan from th artificial r s-
m thod of the Zi ni t 

THE -rh· uling of the structur 
of Zioni t ctivity as it bear: 

n ultur 1 r lation hip betw n 
I r 1 and American Jewry ma 
. up rfici lit appear le important· 
, nd th t pc of integration r -
quir d in other spher , infl xib) . 
~•ppli d in th cultural area, ma 
ha po iti e danger . But th 
nc d for dra tic revision of the 
Ir nt p ttern is no less acut . 
The multiplicity of groups fun -
tioning in thi area parall 1 th t 
in the p Hti al and economi field . . 
Certainly no one will d ny tha 
ultural f rti[ity i largely a pr • 

duct of div ~ ity and multiple ac­
tivity. The more group within th 
American Jewi h comm unit ,· 
whi h will draw on various pha. s 
of Isra ,1 life for their cultural in-
piration and guidance, and whi h 

in turn will c k to interpret Amer­
ican J ewi h achievement to I rae! 
th rich r J wi h cul tur l life in 
Americ will be. But in this area 
the Zioni t group have not onl' 
becom in d quate for the job that 
mu t be don b cau e of the limi -
d gm nt th y can reach and in­

fluence· they have at no time di -
charged their re pon ibility eff ec­
tively. Partly that failure has been 
due to the over-preoccupation. 
first. with fund-rai~ing and. bter, 



with political act1v1ty. More fun­
damentally, however, it wa root d 
in the inarticulate major premi 
of American Zionism that the r -
ponsibilities it bore w re .to and 

for Palestine rather than to and 
for the Jewish people as a who] . 

A single example of th failur 
will suffice. Future chronicl r of 
this era in American J ewi h ]if 
will certainly find it in r diblc 
that, apart from the Jewish 
Frontier, a di tinguL hed Labor 
Zioni t magazin of limited ir .u­
lation, not a single journal of rr n­
uine ubstance or m ri t i • toda 
being published by any f th 
oth r Zionist bodie in thi country. 
Vast urns are spent on publica­
tion , propaganda, hou rg n. 
nd "education." Y ct non of th 

Zioni t periodic 1, curr, ntly bcin~ 
is ued in this country i £ nything 
but a faithfully cutcd , rci:c 
in personal glorification or a rou­
tine job of color! . . and uninspir­
ing reporting. 

A generation of failur t olv 
a point-of-vi w nd t hniqu 
through which to , i it meanincr­
ful e .. ·pres ion i • too rave a han-

. dicap to be ov rcom by nv n-
tion resolution even when . up­
plemented by somewhat n­
larged budget. New channel , new 
techniques, new approache, and 
hove all, a new philosoph mu. t 

be developed; and the hi tory and 
practices of the Am rican Zioni t 
groups do not in. pir one with the 
confidence that they will be abl 
to perform that task. . 

I have . been arg;uinCT that th 
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Zioni t i1 titution. ,md parti t 
m ric, , hi toric though th role 

they perform d ha be n, ar to­
day inadequate for the re pon i­
bili tie whi h merican Jewry 
mu t di ch, rg . They cannot 
chievc th mobilization of th 

full political , nd nomic str n~th 
o • Amcric n J wry becau c th y 
r present t day only a limited por-
tion of tho · on rned with th 
fate of Isra I. Th ir politic I di j ... 
ion outsid" of I ra 1 h v . n 

ju tification in principl nd Ii t-
tle meaning in f ct. Th r r ~ 

f org niz, tion and in tituti n 
br ed onf u ion nd mi und r-
tanding; ·md th y involv th 

main t nanc of large and unn 
ary admini tr tiv m£ chin . 

their raisons d' "'tre b ·n to di ( p­
pear per ·on( I nd f tional riv .. I­
rie ar ra i • d thr 1io-h raf on liz -
tion to th : ta : of' major i • u .. 
Thu rit 1 \ ork n b half of I r el 
is being imp ir d \ hil th t . ·tur 
of je, i h nm m, 1 lir c i. h in 
d ha ed. 

I h alr , d 1p • h t 
the fun cf on. th ro -
f rming h h c me m r cru ia l 
h n v r b for , nd th t it i th 

inad qua of th p nt tru -
tur to p rf orm th m eff tively 
whi h m, k . fundamental r or­
~anization n ., • ry. How shal! 
tho function b • p rf onned? 
Who ha II . um r . pon ibili t for 
th m? 

Su . tion • h v.. h ·n m· d m 
ome quarter that th variou 

Zioni t partie in America merge 
into ingl organization. I do 



not int ·nd to examine the.!>C ug­
gestion at I ngth. But it i cle r 
that the total of the Zioni t mov >_ 

n. nt in thi country today is no 
o-reater than the um of it part · · 
and it i preci ly that . um whi h 
fall far h rt of , h, t th J wi. h 

mmunit: rcquir . 

THERE i, h \: ·ver, n th ·r con­
id rati n, and a far mor fund -

mental on , which r nd ·r th id 
of "one big Zioni. t union un at­
i factory, and that i • the ne d for 
r organizing the J "wi h commun­
ity in this country for th dev lop-
men t of a po iti and er ativ 
J ewi h lif . Th r t t affliction 
from which the Am rican J wi h 
community ha suffered has be n 
its fragmentization. At all tim 
the number of J w actively con­
cerned with Jewi h affair ha 
be n limited; and the 
have almo t invariabl dedi at d 
themselve , exclu ively and ingle­
mindedly, to p, rtia] a pect of th~ 
Jewish problem. Th ir en rgi 
wer concentrat d ith r on Pal . -
tine. or over ea r lief or philan­
thropy, or community c nter and 
ynagogue work or the fight 

a in t anti-Scmiti m. Su h int n-
iv pr o cupation with a ingl 

pha e of Jewish life bred a nar­
row and limited approach to th 
1.,roblem of Jewish exi tence. 
Rarely was the attempt made, and 
ven more rarely, successfully, to 
ee Jewish life steadily and to see 

it whole, to develop an overall and 
integrated phiolsophy of Jewish 
living and Jewish survival. 

Th most erious consequence 
of thi development were in th 
actual organization of Jewi ·h a -
tivity it elf. Special group estab­
lished a. monopoly of concern and 
control over major area of Jewish 
life in which the entire commun­
ity had a vit I stake. Thus ov r­
:eas relief, philanthropy, the fight 
gainst anti-Semitism and other 

problem , each became the privat 
preserv of limit d - and fr -
quently elf-appoint cl - , roup 
who acted in behalf of the J ewi h 
community in matters " hich grave­
ly affected Jew both here and 
abroad, but who bore no public 
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esponsibility to the Jewi h com­
munity a a whole. As their mono­
poHcs of control became more e­
curely e tablished, they became 
bolder in resi ting attempt to im­
pose on them ome form of com­
munal control. And although in 
·om in tanc the form of demo-
ra tic control hav been e tab­

lishcd, the ubst nee of democracy 
is sadly lacking. 

For this state of a.ff air , Ameri­
can Zioni ts must bear the major 
hare of blame. For Zionists, more 

than any other group, were deeply 
concerned with Jewish survival 
and positive Jewish living. Their 
under tan ding of J ewsh life hould 
have made them keenly aware of 
the need for participation in all 
its forms. By force of number 
they could easily have e tablish d 
their preeminence in all matter · 
of concern to the Jewish commun­
ity. Their failure is writ large in 
the present state of general di~or-



ganization in th • J ·wi h ·ommun­
i t on th • one hand, and th rie: 

f monopol control on th th r. 
\Vithin the pa t few y 1.. th 

number of Ameri an J W ' on-
rncd with the fact f th ir .J w-

i hn ha greatly in r a d. Th 
impact of the Nazi catastroph , an 
m ar n of di crimination and 
in quality in thi countr ·, th po i­
tiv motivation in pircd by the 
'vents leading to nd mer in< 

out of the e tabli hment f Pal ·­
tine, have imparted to th m a n 
'twarene s of their being and prob­
lems as Jews. Today they ar 
groping both for a philo ophy of 
Jewi h life and an organizational 
pattern through which that philo -
phy can be given direct and tan­

o-ibl meaning for them. But they 
~eek neither fragmentized thinking 
nor fragmentized activity. They 
. eek a focus for their tot l rela­
tionships as Jew : their relation■-
-hip to Israel, to their .feUow-.Jews 
in other lands, to the non-Jewish 
community, to American democ­
ra y and the world society, to Jew­
i h values and culture. Above all, 
they seek meaningful and self­
respecting participation in activi­
ties through which as integrated 
p r ons all their relationships as 
Jew find expression. Unless that 
p h ii o s o p h y ·and organizational 
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f1 • IUC\\ urk c m b <level p ·d, th •. e 
p r on , ill r v rt to th tat· of 
J wj h indiff ercnc and onf u ion 
out of , hi --h th y only r ntly 
·mcrg d. u h , rever ion would 

0 rav ly jeopardiz J wi h urvival 
not only in Am ric but thr u h­
out the world. 

Th Zioni t organization , nei­
tl1 r . cv rally nor tog ther, can pro­
vid that framework or that philo­
ophy. For they r pr • nt, b th in 

thi r thinking and activity, only a 
• gm nt- howev r ignificant th t 

gm nt m y b f th totality of 
Jewi h lif , ith , hich th m-
munity mu t b concerned. 

The mcri n Zioni t gr up 
hav r nd r d truly hi toric er-
ice to the Jewi h peopl and Jcw­

i h de tiny. Today, however, th ir 
rol in Am rican J ewi h life i b -
coming ] s creative. Th y ar in-

dequ t both for the pc ifir 
ta ks they are now performing and 
for th l rger and lon -t rm nc d 
of American Jewry. 

Tho function and needs must 
today become the re pon ibility of 
the entire J cwish community, dem­
ocratically organized and demo­
cratically administered. What ar 
th m n through which such 
a community may b brouo-ht into 
being? 



II. A Proposal for Progress 

E ~RY · tt mpt to · :hi ~ c-
. tI org mz, -
1 n o ri •• -

muni . 
\ h th r th pa t 

u ht t mb r i 
and ignificant wi h lif 
.1 in th o erican J w-
i h o in World War 
. • i h r-

• \"h • 

1 rob 
vi ·h 

o mmunity 
oun il ( CR 

be ·a o 
1 pur . o doubt 

f them hav i a 
ompli hm nt to th ir 

Each introdu d a m ure 
rdination and com con. 

tion_ which r pre ent a g 
rv1c to the comm unit S01 

th att mpt undoub dly 
help d as w 11 in the d elopmcnt 
f a general commun . ciou -

n which mu t preced d mo-
~ratization of the Jewi. h commun-
ity it elf. But none ha cc d d 
in any enduring fa hi n t b-
Ji..hing those form of ocratic 
ontrol t_hrough whi h t J wi h 

community a a whol an . har 

in h ping the policies by whi h i 
m 1. t ]iv . 

That f ilur i r fleet d in m n 
dir tion . Th ·r i • I indicat d 
·arli r in the c pag , the virtu­
ally unchall ng d control by mi­
nority group over ar of vital 
concern to the entire community, 

• in the fi Id of over. ca r Ii f. 
1 h r i. a in the arc f fightin 
anti- cmiti. m, xce·· i dupli a­
ti n of IT rt . rationaUzcd s "con-
tructi • pplem nt tion," with 

no utl ority cap bl of putting an 
n to u h \ tc of n rgy and re­

source . Thcr i , as in the ca e of 
th Zioni t 10up , an incr in 
inabi]it t mobilize the maximum 
1 . our ~ of the community f r 
purpo ' \ hi h are wid ly nd 
comm nl . har d, lar ly b c tL 
re pon ibility i • limited to onl a 

12 

gm nt of tho who are con-
erned. Th re i a in J wi h du­
ation and culture, th failure to 

de lop im inative and comprc-
hen i progr ms bccau. d quat 
m an ha not be n pr vid d. 
In all ar , polici and pro ·am 
itally aff cting the w lfare of th 

community a a who I are . h p d 
and d t rmin d by only a . m It 



porti 11 of th• ommunit •. nd 
abo\'e all l , t • the utt r f il-
ur r late ev ngl p 
J h urvival t I 
A i an J C\J s with an int d 
,lpproa h to th ir living a J ·w . 

1an th . e failur b overcome? 
C n such program be dcv loped? 
Can the n org' niz·1ti nal 
form be d. I am pro-
foundly co th· t d p-
m nt • durin I t f w ar. 
h d more fc. orable on-
d t k than , t ~ n • 
ti f th t ff rt is 
to , it will hc1v • 
t n found, tion • oth r 
than th ich ha c , Ir ad • 
b n bui hi h ai b ,jnrr ur-,..., 

rcntl_ pr . 
Two m thod h, ' " -

t mpted to a h. 
tiz· ti n f the . 
01 c that cl • 
fir. t ri n . 
and I t r by th Amcric, n , • 1 

c , namely the er ation of 
niz tion of iz, ti n., 
d b local o n i -
n. Th tl ha 1 

t t build I cal d 
throu h th f onna • f ommun-
i ty council. and f tion. . Th : 
fi t method, as I e k to in-
dicat ha fail d and mu t on ' 
and f r all handon d. Th 
. cond ho i ·e for the fu-
tur • hut n meet th nc d 
, nd prob] w pr .ntl ron-
front. 

The failure of th fir t m thod 
that of rea ting a . uper-org, niza-

1. 

tiou to lOl 1di11;1te th it 
ffiliat d bodi . , ar ·r of 

record both pa t and 
m ri J wi ·h 1

0 

d o fir t " • r a 
an J h Conf 1 n th< 
• ·on • 1 • ir ·d 

from he .o ion 
, nd ·" t d by n -
·al it ric o 
th·ir a vith -
dra\\ .il w i ·r rn 
th • d • • • • ~ J ~ nd 

th( unwil • fun t 1 <. r-
<r nizati n 1 h int Di -
tribution t c pt th , 
l m r ti h, v -
11 b dy. 

th or mu 
vitl th , c >c rdi 

d I :~ 
own m-

t re· : and pride n~, 
um illin n : • to u -
thority of th c ·1 h 

m rican • 1 un :-
tion d f r _many i_vcl . 

inn . 

r 1 i a 1-
;h~ r-

a cl ' mo cm n with 
m mb h pter thro 10-hout 
the o t • t d iza-
ti n . pl compar tivc-
1 min T m rican J w-
i h C f! prim rily b __ 
au. o r Ju. 1 of . rte in 

o-rour •. c , mon th m tlw 
B nai B rith. to 10th it pr po <l 
uc with cv n , modi um of 

f'ffe initiatory authority. The 
C op ratin in limit, d 



h ·l . may b abl • to r ord som • 
min r hicv m nts in on ult -
tion , nd common tion. But it i 
ignific nt th t dupli ation of ef-

f )ft in th d fen e , r • h rown 
. h .. rpl it in • ption; and th 
.. ·cRA h thu far pr V d un­
,. bl to cope with thi development. 

1 he growth in th numb r of or-
•-miz tion , th jealou , ith 
" ·hi ·h , ·hich th • u rd th ir pr -
1 gativ \ .. nd ~- o r ignt th 
unyi lding r lu t .. n of ertain 
roup limit ·d in iz but un­

limit d in r ur ·.\ t accept the 
d m ratic pr r . , • 11 r ·nd r it 
. ·trem ly unlikely th t • third 

major attempt to r ate a r pr -
·ntati Am ric n Jewi h body 

b d on th oordination of exist­
ing , nd ind p ndent organization 
will pro n m01 ucce sful than 
th rli r ill-fat d enture . 

-.:::;,c R • e1al , 'df rn ny p r on 
.l1h • re ·t d th ir hop on the d -
v Jopment f local f dcration. and 
ommunity ouncil . And they 

have been advocating the creation 
f a national a cmbly ha ed on 

th oun il .. nd f deration to 
.-up re de th pr • nt tructur of 
national member hip organization 

n the one hand and of t hnical 
and functional bodies on th other. 

o one can question the fact 
that democracy in the J wi h com­
munity a a whole will have to 
r t olidly on democrati in titu­
tions and foundations in the local 
·ommumti . But f .w p r on fa­
mi1iar with th opPrations of f d-
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crations and councils throughout 
the ountry " ill di pute the a r­
tion that condition in the local 
ommunities present virtually the 
am picture as the national . n • 

.. nd the reformation of both ar 
int rrclated , pect of a ingl 
problem. 

For , hile the community 
ils and f dcration have be 

de lop the forms of d m ra y, 
they have fail d, with cert in n -
table xc ption , to incorpor t it. 
uh tance. Thus they have been un-
ble, for example, eff ectivcly t 

cstabli h th ir authority in impor­
tant areas of communal one rn 
,md ov r a large cgment f r­
{raniz tional life. They have rar 1 • 
ontributed to the developm nt f 

·i phllosophy of J ewi h life in their 
ommunitie and indeed, h 

t nd d to di courage the play of 
ideological cross-currents. In om 
in tanc • they have ought to pr -
\ ent the entry of varying point -
f-view into their communiti by 

irr levantly claiming that the 
< ouncil or federation as the guar-
lian of the community's welfare 

\\a adequately equipped to take 
car of all communal needs. They 
have on the whole been more c n­
cerned with developing techniqu 
for balancing opposing fore than 
in giving democratic expre sion to 
the wishes of the majority of th 
community. With some exception 
the financial upport the federa­
tions and welfare funds extend to 
national movements and organiza­
tion far too frequently r fleet 



the pl'e sure and influence of the 
substantial local contributor and 
i ldom based on the judgment 
of the community itself or an ob­
jective evaluation of n d and 
achievement. Anyone who ha , had 

• any experience of the habits of al­
locations conuni ttees will r gard 
with some pardonable kcptici m 
the uggestion that th local f d r­
ations or councils are today th · 
d mocratic in trum nt of th Jew­
i h community. 

More important, how v r, i • th 
f ct that the local council and 
federations have a y t not devel­
oped a genuine national and inter­
national perspcctiv . Th ir vi w­
poin ts t nd to be limit d and prov­
incial. Th ir horizon on \ orld 
Jewi h affair - I rael in r c nt 

ar apart- are largely limit d b 
the per ·pective of relief and phil­
' nthropy. No doubt th ir concepts 
in these areas are broadening;, but 
they are at the present by no 
means adequate or matur . The 
·ummunity coun il ultimat ly will 
certainly have to provid th 
framework for d mocracy in Jew­
i h affair , but it i unlik ly that 
they can furnish it ub tancc. A 
national a embly of the f dera­
tion and councils today up r d­
ing exi ting national movement. 
would give the Jewi h communit 

body but would I av it " ithout 
oul. 
The path to th d mo rati or­

' nization and communal matur­
ity of American Jewry, in my view 
thC"r for Ji . n ithC'r through th 

impo ition of a super-coordinating 
agency nor through an assemblag • 
of the local fed rations as pre · nt­
ly con tituted. It lie rather in an­
other and relatively uncharted di. 
rection, namely that of creating 
a mas movement representing the 
views of the majority of American 
Jew and exer i ing through it 
numbers, compreh n iveness and 
program, a d i iv and er ativ • 
influence on all a pc t and in ti­
tutions of Am ri an Jewi h lif . 
Such a mo m nt would hav 
clear views on all pha of J ewi. h 
life but it would not function di ­
rectly in ev ry fi Id. But it would 
provide it · m mbers with an in­
tegrated approa h to Jewi h life to 
be appJicd to all problem b 
which as Jew · th , may b con­
front d. 

T hat appru·t ·h I h· v indi : t-
d, ha. be n r Jativcly untri d. F r 

it is , ignificant the t though th 1c 

ha b n lar(T J \ i h m mb r­
. hip organization in thi country 
as well a PO\ erful organization , 
they hav rar ·ly b n dedicat d 
to a r 1preh n i c approach tc 
th probl ·m of J wi h livin . 
Thu · the Zioni • or anizati n 
which attracted a fairly larg<' 
m mb r. hip h v h n con rrn 'd 
almo t • lu iv ly with th r !­

building of Pal .- tin r th r th n 
with Zioni m in it h1oad t 0n 

nd it · m anin. for .J \ wh wil l 
rontinue to liv out ·idc Pal tine. 
Hada h h b \d it , pp , I on 
a . pecifi phase of Pal : tin<' n -
huilding. R'nai R'rith a hi w·<l it 



pr sent numbers by serving as a 
Jewi h ver ion of the Kiwanis or 
Rotarians. Other groups, such as 
the -Amei-ican Jcwi h Committe , 
prided themselve throughout mot 
<. f their history on the f ct that 
they w re limit d and xclusi 
corporations, and built th ir influ­
ence on the strength of their so­
cial position and financial re­
. ur e . Alone among Jewish or­
!'anizations in this country, th 
f merican Jewi h Congrc ha 
ought b th to ha e it lf on a 

mass member hip as well a to con­
rn it If with th tot lit of Jew­

j h interc ts. 
That ·o fc, ~ tt mpt • , ere m d 

to d velop a compr hen ive J w­
i ·h ma movement or that tho e 
., ttempt ucce d cl in mbra in° 
but a sm 11 portion of the Jew in 
this country was due almo t entire­
I to the fragmentized think"nu 
that has characterized our com-, 
rnunity. A series of partial ap­
proache mphasized single a pect 
f our pro bl m; but those a pcct • 

, , re eld m related to any central 
theme or p r pective. I am firm­
ly convinced, how ver, that ther 
·xists today a wider ar a of a ree­
m nt on f undamcntal within th 
American Jewi h community than 
; t an time in the pa t. By that 
I do not intend to su t that 
. u h agr ement i by any means 
unanimou . But I do beli ve th t 
it today embraces the largest ma­
jority of American Jew both or­
aaniz d and unorganized. That 
create the first significant oppor-
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tunity for the development of a 
genuine mass movement concerned 
with every phase of Jewi h cx­
i tence. 

WHAT are the principl on 
which such agreement now ex­

i. t ·? They are, I uggest, the fol-
10\ ing: 
1. The survival of the Jewi h 

people is inseverably bound up 
with the maint nance of peac 
and the expansion of the fron­
ti r of democracy and human 
welfare. 

~- The development and security 
of the State of I rael mu t be 
upported and af eguarded not 

merely becau e I rael provides 
a "hav n for ref u e " or b -
cau of our "fratem I ~ yrnpa-
hie ' with its people, but be­

e u it constitute the key­
ston in the arch of Jewish sur­
vivat 

1 · The Jewish communities of 
I rael and Am ric ar th 
focal points of the Jewish fu­
ture. Adequate channel must 
thcr fore be creat d through 
which the inspiration and cul-
• ture of Isra l can be brought 
to American Jewry, and Am ri­
can Jewish !if e and achieve­
m en t in tum interpreted to 
I rael. 

4. J w throu hout the world, a 
a people, share common hopes, 
common problem and com­
mon values as Jews. They 
therefore have not only the 
right but the responsibility of 



maintaining that unity through 
the voluntary and democratic 
a ociation of J ewi h communi­
ties in all lands through which, 
as equals) they can share in th 
. elution of th ir ommon prob­
lem and the promotion of their 
ommon value . 

.5. The cultural and spiritual heri­
tage of the J ewi h people mu t 
be pre erved in order to enrich 
both J ewi h ]if e and American 
nd world culture. Each cul­

tural, r ligious nd id ological 
ricntation within the Jewi h 

c mmunity mu t ha c th fr -
dom and b ncouragcd to in 
t rpr t, pply and develop that 
heritage and its v lues in its 
own way and through it own 
institution . 

6. The full ri ht of Jews, her 
and abroad, and their claims 
to fu)] equality in a free society 
an b realized only through 
elf-r pccting pro ram of so­
ial and political action on the 
ne hand and dignified J wi h 

affirm ti n on the other rather 
than through sclf-aba ing pl as 
for tolerance or under tanding 
or good will. In many in tan 
tho e rights can b won only 
by joining with oth r group. 
in common trug le for th 
ri hts of all m n. 

7. Th and al1 oth r pro bl m 
affecting the J wi h people arc 
matt rs in who e formulation 
and impl mentation all m m­
bers of the community have a 
right to share equally. 
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The ·e principle u , • mu and 
wid pread agre mcnt among J w. 
throughout the country. Th y ar 
ub cribed to by group uch a 

the Ameri an J cwi h ongrc • 
prob bly th larg t m j rit f th 
member of the variou Zioni t or­
g niz ti n , a large c ti n f th • 
r Ii iou group , n ·idcr blc por­
tions of the B'nai B'rith m mb r­
·llip., om of th fraternal or 
der and above all, by v ry lar e 
numb r of J , who thou h or• 
• nizationally un ffili t d hav 

b come affirmatively con ciou of 
th ir J wi h id ntity and r I tion-
hip durin the pa t few y r . 

Int r-rcl ted in a compr hen iv 
program, these principl con. ti-
tut the ba is for r tiv J wi~l 
urvival and adju tm nt in d rn -

cratic oci y. 
But thi heightened gr men t 

unfortunately, i. n t findin~ ff~ -
tive xpres ion today in or ~ niza­
tional or commun l ti n. 1o t 
.J v affi]iated rVith any or niz -
tion, can give but partial expre -
i n to thci J i I r cl uni s 

th y ha pp n t b b 1 . . d with th 
up rhuman ncrgy and nduranc 

\ hich p rmit. them to njoy a -
tive rather than nominal partici­
pation in a h lf-d z n rganiza­
tions. The lar numbrr of un­
affiliat d J w arc b wild r d by 
the multiplicity of r up c mp t­
in for th ir all g-ianc ; and th 
are unable to di cover a ingle 
focu on which their lives as Jews 
can be centered. 

I am therefore sugge ting the 



~ imple and obvious onclu ion: 
that the mo t far-reaching, yet at 
the same time the easie t step that 
could be taken towards the demo­
cratic and creative organization f 
the Jewi h community i the merg­
ing of all persons who hare thee 
agreements into a ingle and com­
prehensive mas movement. Such a 
movement could be launch din th 
fir t in tance by an int gral m ro r 
of the memberships and facilities 
of the groups who hare the prin­
ciples I have set forth. Such a 
movement hould function direct] ' 
only in the areas in which tho~, 
groups who would m rge to form 
it are today functioning, but it 
would formulate policies and pro­
grams for all area of Jewish lif . 

Uniting th fa ilitiP~ and fun -
tion of the group I ha,· men­
tion d, it would op rate dir tly 

r a va t ar a f J wish ]ife : all 
pha of activity r bting to I:ar 1, 
the fight for Jc \ ' i h !-- latu: nd 
<'quality the ~tru gl f r th 
habilitation of Jewi:h right and 
ulture the world o , r J '" i. h ul­

ture and inf rmati n . i :)ntifi r -
.. arch and .·p rimC'nt tion. Thl' 
f acilitie uch a m rger vould cre­
ate in all field would va tly ex-
ceed in efT tivcnc.. nd ~ op 
,m thing which ha, • r .. ·i ted 
in the J wi h communit . Th , 
numb r · uch a mov m nt ould 
call on in supp rt f it ~ mmon 
purpo es would a ur a maximum 
mobilization of ff ort and re-
ources. The project u h fa iliti . 

and numbers wou1d mak p .sibl 
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would greatly nrich Jewi h life 
in thi country. The comprehen­
.iven s of its purposes and pro­
gram would attract to its rank 
larg number of Jews who have 
refrained from organizational af .. 
filiation. Above all, such a pro­
uram would impart to all wh 
identifi d th m elves with it a gen­
uine sense of the wholeness of 
J e,\ i. h ]if and the in terr lat d-
11 , • of its problems. 

As a simple and elementary ex-
mpl of what uch a movement 

would render possible, person 
need but think of the incalculabl 
. rvice that could be render d 
J wi h life in Am rica by a jour­
nal which vv-ould combine the cir-
1 ulations budget and some of th 
:-- t · ffs of th H adassah Newsletter 
th .,Y, zo Palestine, the Jez. i h 
Frontier and Congress Weekly. 

Such a mo em nt hould not 
eek to take over direct function­

ing in ar a of work in which the 
group. "hi h creat it are not at 
pr nt p rating. It should not, 
for ., ·amp I take over the f unc­
tion of th Joint Distribution 

ornmitt or ocial welfare agen-
ic and . imilar bodies. Indeed, 

th r w uld be no ne d for it to 
d . . F r it m mbcr hip w uld 
r pre nt erwhelmingly the larg-

t or«~ niz d force in Am ri an 
Je\\·r . It could thus b yond que. -
tion d i ively influence the poli-
ies and operations of all com­

munal in~ titution , provided onl 
that the thinking and program of 
th m ,·ement wa comprehensi 



and n t fr gmcn tiz d. 
mo cm n t ould achi 
uine dcmocr tization of tl c c m­
munity, locally and nation lly, for 
it could pour er ti c ub t n 
into institutions today d mocra­
tic in form but not in ont nt. 

WH T I propo - let me m k 
it clear-i not a b dy coordi­

n ting the activitic of ind p nd nt 
agencies but the merger into a uni­
tary mass mo cment of the m m­
ber hip , faciliti and fun tion 
of all like-minded group . 1 h 
imp le t nalogy i probably that 

of a political party in a dcmocr ti • 
oci ty. Where go mm ntal in­

stitutions function in the ab n • ' 
of political parti , tho c in titution 
inevitably become bur aucrL tic 
and tyr, nnical. Where dynami • 
political partie . ·i t, tho ·e in ti­
tution b com incr a ingl d m -
era tic in their polic • and op ra­
tion, for th y b gin to r fl ct th 
vill of the p opl a cxpre d 

throuo-h the parti . I am ucr t­
mcr, m ff t th f rm, tion of a 
popular and articulate movement 
in the Jewi h community ba cd on 

po iti e and d namic prorrram 
of J wi h urvival. 

The oro- nization of such 
mo cm nt po c f , r real diffi­
culti than any of th other pro­
j t ,,vhich l , t b en a tt mpt-
d or which arc urr ntly 1 in ~ 

pro po ed. It \ uld pp al onl to 
th like-minded and n t t ho 
who di a rrr n an , f it fund ;1 -

-· ·i d thn ·-
1 th 

l 

l 

1 

1 

n rightful 
• • umunity. 

1ld h r 
md'- mcn­
lH <'cl for 

, l 
I 

a ~l 

\ 

t func 
,v01dcl rH t 

run afoul of . j • I u.1y 
uard t ti • • ' and 

t d i 
I 

n 
t ;1 l C 

unr Ii tic ar 
1 • 

nt 

a h 
Jc, 

n cd ~ 
d moc 
nmnity i • u t. The f '- ciliti 
at hand. And mo t f th 
ar r , d '. Th orrranizc 



gro, ing un a y o r th limita­
tion of the framework within 
which they are confin d and th 
unorganized seek a comprehen iv 
program with which to identif 
th m Iv . What i n d d to r . -
talliz th el ment into th kind 
of movement I have ugg t d ar 
tate man hip and common en 

on the part of tho who ha 
b en ve ted with the r pon ibili­
tic and privileg s of lead r hip 
in the great- and om not- o-

r a t- J ewi h organization . . 
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In l 'ra 1 ur p pl ha d m-
n trated both in \ ar and in cac 

that they could meet culean 
hallenge . Here, the ob tacl ar 

far le formidable. Our goal ar 
much more mode t. Our re ourc • 
are far greater. Shall we th n fail 
in the communal chall n e by 
which we are confronted or hall 
we in, t ad in. pired by the am­
ple of our brother in I ra 1 d m-
n tratc that we too hav re, h d 

in our own way our maturit , a. a 
J wi h ommunit ? 
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March 31. 1949 

Dr. Stephen B.L. Penrose, President 
American University of Beirut 
Beirut, Lebanon 

Dear Dr. Penrose: 

Many thanks for your letter. 

I am heartened by the fact that you have recognized "the 

factual existence of the State of Israel" and that you "will 

do everything in(Jour) power to ensure the preservation of 

peace and the development of friendly relations in the Near 

Eaat. 11 There is cause for hope if men such as you in positions 

of responsibility in the Arab States help lead Arab statesmen 

to accept a similar atti tude. So far, to my knowledge, none 

of the Arab statesmen have ma e conciliatory statements such 

as those made by the Israeli leaters. I have in mind such 

statements as made by Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, Mey 12, 

1947, before the United Nations: 

"We have no conflict with the Arab people. On the con­
trary, it is our deep conviction that historically the in­
terests and aspirations of the Jewish and Arab peoples are 
compatible and complementary. What we are doing in our coun­
try, in Palestine, is reclaiming the land, increasing the 
yield of the soil, developing modern agriculture and industry, 
science, and art, raising the dignity of labor, insuring 
women's status of equality, increasing men's mastery over 
nature, and working out a new civilization based on human 
equality, freedom and cooperation in a world which we be­
lieve is as necessary and beneficial for our Arab neighbors 
as for ourselves." 

In the "Proc lamation of the New Jewish State," l•Iay 14, 1948. 

a e to be found these words which express the goal of the State 

of Israel in its relationship with the Arab peoples and states: 
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11 In the midst of wanton 8€gression we call upon the Arab inhabitants 
of the State of Israel to return to the ways of peace and play their part 
in the development of that state, with full and equal citizenship and due 
representation in all its bodies and institutions, provisional and per­
manent. 

11 We offer peace and amity to all neighboring states and their peoples, 
and invite them to cooperate with the independent Jewish nation for the 
common good of all. The State of Israel is ready to contribute its full 
share to the peaceful -progress and reconstruction of the Middle East. 11 

Before partition was voted by tbe United Nations, Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver declared to the Ad Hoc Committee on Palestine, October 2, 1947: 

11 We mean to be bood neighbors, not onl y to the Arab State of Palestine, 
but to the Arab States throughout the 1adJ.le East. And certainly we mean 
scrupulously to respect the equal rights of the Arab population in the free 
and democratic Jewish State. Witt the removal of political friction and 
bitterness which we hope will eve~1tually result from the setting up of 
these two indepen<lent states, tach people master in its own home, it should 
be possible to usher in an era of progress and regeneration wtich would be 
a boon to all the peoples in that important part of the world. What the 
Jewish people have already achieved in Palestine in a short time and in the 
face of enormous obstacles is indicative of what it hopes to do in the 
future along with, and in fullest cooperation with, all of its neighbors." 

Now that elections have been held in Israel and a provisional government 

has been established it can no longer be claimed that the above statements were 

mere "campaign oratory. 11 For the Arab population went freely to the polls and· 

voted. Even Arab women cast their ballots--which is something unique in Arab 

history. Three Arab representatives were elected and now sit in the Provi­

sional Assembly (Knesseih) of Israel and pJay their role in the development 

of the land. 

In a special to the New York 'I1imes, March 3, Gene Curri van describes 

what Israel has been doing for its Arab peoples: 

"Mosques have been restored, religious courts are again operating and 
their archives reassembled under a special corrunittee working for the restor­
ation of the holy places. There is a sub-committee for Arab food control, 
which gives preference to ~rab merchants serving Arab areas .... Ten consumer 
cooperatives have been organized in towns as Jaffa, Acre a.nd Lydda. Wages 
of $4 .. 50 daily are being paid to Arab workers, against the previous scale 
of $1.60. There are social welfare programs operating now, and hospital 
clinics set aside f~r Arabs with Arab and Israeli doctors working side by 
side. There is an ambulance service to remote Arab sections, and mobile 
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clinics that reach every distant Arab farm. Six thousand Arab children are 
attending schools under a budget of almost $250,000. Jaffa has its own Arabic 
newspaper and the Israeli radio station transmits Arab news items and programs 
daill . 11 

,. 

There is every reason to believe that the Israeli government will pursue 

the same enlightened policy in dealing with surrounding Arab nations and that 

their pledge of friendship is sincere and will be kept. The great question is, 

will the Arab leadership accept this of'fer of friendship and cooperate on the 

great task of rebuilding the Near ~ast for the benefit of all of its inhabitants? 

You express the belief that you can do little at this juncture to bring 

peace to the Near East because, you say, "it is upon the actions and intentions 

of this country (Israel), ' now given wide diplomatic recognition, that the future 

development and maintenance of peace will depend." I maintain that the respon­

sibility rests with both parties. The above quotations are but a few to be 

gleaned from statement~ made by the governmental officials of Israel as evidence 

that Israel in good faith is seeking lasting friendship with the Arabs. The 

fact that a minority party within the government of Israel (Heruth) holds an 

"expansionist" view does not invalidate that evidence. It only proves that Israel 

is a democratic nation and gives representation to the various parties in propor­

tion to their strength. 

The quotations which I have from the responsible leaders of the Arabs are 

not so edifying. Perhaps you have forgotten them. When partition was voted by 

the United Nations, Jamal Husseini of the Palestine Arab Higher Committee had 

this to say~ "The partition line proposed shall be nothing but a line of blood 

and fire." Abdul Rahman Azzam Pasha, Secretary General of the Arab League, boldly 

prophesized: 11 This war will be a war of extermination and a momentous massacre 

which will be spoken of like the Mongol Massacres and the Crusades." To date no 

outspoken statement~ offering Israel peace and friendship have been made. There 

has, of necessity, been shown a willingness to conclude armistice agreements, but 



the positive expression of friendship and cooperation is still lacking. I still 

think, therefore, that your responsibilities are great~ 

I dontt like to trade atrocity stories because they scarcely contribute to 

mutual understanding or to a brotherly solution. But since you list Jewish 

atrocitiesi •itho~t even hinting that·ther~ might have been Arab atrocities, I 

think it of value to record a few. Have you forgotten the murder of 67 doctors 

and nurses on Mto Scopus? Was your Christian conscience sickened by the parade 

in Grza where the heads of Jewish boys were pro~dly ca~ried through the streets? 
, 

Was it of no importance that Arabs killed at least six United Nations observers? 

You fail to recognize that war is itself an atrocity-the major atrocity. 

lf the Arab states had not defied a United Nations decision (or "recommendation,• 

whichever you wish to call it), the subsequent atrocities by either side could 

not have been committed. 

Again you speak of Jews taking over Christian buildings during the course 

of the fighting. This too is a regrettable part of the nasty business of war. 

But again you seem to believe that only the Jews did this and that the Arabs 

fought nicely. If you do not have the facts regarding Arab use of mosques, 

synagogues, and Christian properties as outposts against the Jews, your investi­

gation of the war situation has not been completee 

But here again you and your colleagues miss the important pointo Why did 

the Arab Legion choose to attack Jerusalem when it was to become an international 

city (neither Ara~ nor Jewish)? Vas it not because Abdullah wanted the Holy City 

as his capital and because he wished to drive. out (I won 1t sey massacre) the 

100,COO Jews vulnerably isolated there? The result of the fighting was the de­

struction of every synagogue in the Old City (Holy Places to the Jews, it might 

be noted) and the inevitable damage of Christian properties. But is it right 

to lay the blame for this s.t the feet of the Jews when they accepted the com-

promise United Nations resolution? As you can well understand, the Jews of 
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Jerusalem could do nothing but defend themselves. isolated from the rest of 

Israel as they were. The record is clear for those who wish to read it; there 

would have been no destruction of Christian properties had the Arab Legion not 

launched its attack against the Holy City. This attack. in my humble estima­

tion, will go down in history as one of the most shameful events of modern 

times. And it is no credit to the Christians of the Near East that they gave 

it their tacit approval. 

And now a few words about the Arab refugees. It is hardly objective of 

you to dismiss as a "clever bit of prot;)aganda on tl:e pa.rt of the Zioriist or­

ganization" the statements that the major Arao flight was precipatated by the 

Arab leaders ~ith British connivance. Last fall The London Economist printed 

the account of a British eye witness of the flight of the Arabs from Haifa: 

11 During the subsequent days the Israeli authorities who were now iri 
complete control of Haifa •.. urged all Arabs to remain in Haifa, and guar­
anteed them protection and security. So far as I know, most of the British 
civilian residents whose a.dvice was asked by Arab friends told the latter 
that they would be wise to stay. 

"Various factors influenced their decision to seek safety in flight. 
There is but little doubt that by far the most potent of these factors was 
the announce~ent made over the air by the Arab Higher Executive, urging all 
Arabs in Haifa to quit. The reason given was that upon the final withdrawal 
of the British the combined armies of the Arab States would invade Palestine 
and drive the Jews into the sea, and it was clearly intimated that those 
Arabs who remained in Haifa and accepted Israeli protection would be re­
garded as renegades." 

We do have a program for the refugees, both Jewish and Arab. Our "half­

hearted" statements, as you choose to call .them, calling for relief of the Arab 

refugees have been sincere. Our appeals for relief for Jews and Arabs could 

have been stronger only if we were a relief organization (which we are not). 

But we do suggest a possible program for relief and rehabilitation which will 

not use one group of refugees as a political weapon against the other, and 

which will not concern itself exclusively with one refugee group. Insuffi­

cient attention has been given by you and others interested in relief to the 
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fact that Jews in Arab lands also face most critical conditions. l•fost of them 

would be "refugees" today were it not for the fact that the governments of 

those countries deny them even the opportunity to escape. Jews have been 

murdered in surrounding Arab states for alleged support of Zionism. The news 

on March 15 again brought ne\o1S that seven more Iraqi Jews have been sentenced 

to death for supporting Zionism. Fourteen more are to be 11 tried11 soon. A 

minimum of 160 million dollars has been extorted from Jews in Egypt and Iraq 

alone. Jews in Yemen and Aden have been subjected to pogroms and are in fear 

of violent outbreaks at this very moment. This situation, which is not new 

in Moslem lands, must in all hume,ni ty also be solved. Accordingly, we recom­

mend: 

a) That adequate relief for the needy, both Jews and Arabs, be supplied 

speedily. We note with satisfaction that the United States Congress has voted 

$16,000,000 for this purpose. 

b) That some form of population exchange be developed and just financial 

adjustments be made to dispossessed Arabs and dispossessed Jews. It may be 

recalled that the British Labor Party for years called for this action in the 

party platforms. Our own former President Hoover has advocated a similar 

course of action. 

c) That a program to redevelop the Near East be undertaken so that the 

refugees as well as the poverty-stricken Arab peasants (which include fully 

80 percent or more of tte population) can be absorbed into a productive and 

expanding economy. This is the constructive, the human, the long-range ap­

proach to the problem. It deals with basic factors and lays the foundations 

for peace and plenty for all. Dr. We.lter Clay Lowdermilk, a sensitive Chris­

tian spirit, told me that Iraq alone could support ten times its present popu­

lation if the agricultural, industrial, and mineral potentials of the Tigris 
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and Euphrates valleys were to be developed. There is no population problem 

in this part of the world. . With constructive valley programs all the present 

Arab refugees and thousands of other peoples could be absorbed and reap the 

rewar ds of a decent standard of living. Perhaps President Truman's 11 bold 

new program" will take hold of this vital area and bring it out of misery into 

the light of relative plenty. Such a program will bring peace to the Near 

East. It will d.emonstrate that both Jews and Arn.bs are needed to win this 

larger battle for civilization and progres~. Of significance also is the 

fact that, according to the New York Tim~ of March 31, 1949, the British 

Government is considering t his as the best and most realistic approach to the 

problem. 

I must say that I wa.s shocked by your statement, 11 I think of Jesus as 

the Son of God, not as a Son of Israel ... al though I am fully aware of his 

historical derivation from Judaism. 11 This is precisely the line Rosenberg 

took in Nazi Germany. You go on to say, 11 ! hpve alwnys believed that a sharp 

break occurred when His own people refused to accept His teachings and cruci­

fied Him. 11 You speak of this as 11 a fact" which must be considered. Do you 

mean that because of the crucifixion, Jews in the 20th century are not to be 

given oonsideration by the Christian world and shou1. d not be permitted to re­

turn to Palestine? To put the crucifixion to use as an excuse for revenge is 

unhistoric, unchristian, and unjust. It is at the root of anti-Semitism which 

flowered in Europe and resulted iu the virtual destruction of Christ!an civ­

ilization there and will destroy it in every other Jand as well if its growth 

is fostered. Your attitude on this vi ta.l issue makes me wonder whether a 

spirit of anti-Semitism distorts your view of the Palestine problem. I sin­

cerely hope my impression is ~rong. The fact that your school permits Jews 

to attend and that you hope no harm will befall them can hard.ly be admitted 

as sufficient evidence to the contrRry. 
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Your · accusation that oui-· organization is not Ohrfstian' ~t3caus·e we are . 

not interested in. a"tehril3tiell' Palestine"· ahd because we have .not &ought L,- .... 

fonnation from you or your colleagues ls based on strange reasoning indeed. 

By the same reasoning. you could be -accused of suprorting a Moslem Near East. 

Is it inconsistent with Christian principles for us to support a just 

and righteous cause which two international organizations have decreed as fair 

to both peoples involved? I am sure you will agree that Christianity is more 

than institutionalism, though, I fear in the Near East institutional Chris­

tianity rather than prophetic Christianity has been making the decisions and 

calling the tunee I am not suggesting ttat you and your aolleagues are not 

doing a great amount of good; I am suggesting that your views in this contro­

versy are in no small degree due to your vulnerable position in the midst of 

a sea of Moslem nationalism of whose fanatical overtones you are well aware. 

You must know that not all Christians in the Near East share your point 

of view. P. V. D. Prince, a Britishe~ represent ing a Swedish missionary organi­

zation in Jerusalem, desert bes the betrayal of Jerusalem in an unsolicited 

letter which we later published. In his opening paragraph he says: ~I be-

lieve that I can honestly claim to have been an unprejudiced observer of the 

even ts which I record. tt It is a story worth reading. Concerning British 

responsibility for the destruction i~ Jerusalem ~e has the following to say: 

"• •• Such, in brief, are the facts about the Arab Lee:ion. It is formed, 
equipped and am.ed by the Briti. sh Gove rnment; it is t ra1.ned and directed 
by British Officers; and it is -raid for by the British taxpc:yer. There is 
an old and a true eeyir.g that 'he who pays the pi per ce.lls the tu.nee 9 So 
entirely does the British Goveri.ment pay for the pi ping of the Arab Legion 
that it must in all fairness be accorded the sole right to call the tune 
which is piped. The Arab Legjon is a mil i tary i nstrl.lITlent of British policy 
in the Kiddle Easto The Briti sh GovernmerJ t --ic tat es the policy; the Arab 
Lf'gion carTies it outff The rne £:i ent bomba1dr,1ent of Jerustlem i s no exception. 
The r.esponeibility for it and fur its con$equences rests unon the British 
Government." 

The Rev. Robert Le Lindsey, minister of the Jeru.salem Baptist Church, who 

has both Jews and Arabs in his congregation and, therefure, must attempt 
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to view the Palestine problem objeotiYely, vrote the following in a letter to 

the New York Timea, which was publiahed August 11, 1948: 

11 .". I attended most of the public hearings in Jerusalem, a.nd the major --i tJ of the members gave every indication of sincerely attempting to get t he tru~:h of the whole problem .... 

"Basically, two important facts were recognized by the whol e committee: the first, that b1Jth the Je\.Js and the ArB."Os had a good case, and the second, that neither group would agree to anything short of some real measure of sovereignty. These two facts seem t o be generally overlo~ked by much of the American public. Stated in another way, the first fact ia simply that both Jews and Arabs are 1,ight. (I du nut want in t,lis letter to enter into the reasons for this statement.) That beine true, some compromise was nec­
essary .... 

"That (the partition; plen was rejected by one of t he to -be partners i; a matter of history now. But that does not mean t hat t r1e plan wa.s not the best under the circum~t~Dces. Par~ltion is, of course, a fact today by 
virtue of a war which has seen hard fjghting on both sides. n 

Bringing in by inu.end.o the communist issue is a technique used by ir­

responsible elemects, but one which I did not think you woul d use. Surely, 

you know very well that communist tnf l uence i n I s r ael is sli5ht and that her 

policy regard:ng Arab refugees, or any other i ssues, has not been fonnulated 

bf Moscow. The recent election in Israel should furnish adequate proof. I 

think you will find it to be a, fact that comruunis:n has a stronger hold on Arab 

peopl es than it has on Jews. This is understanr.ab l e because the Je:ws have 

democratic forms with which to deal with their social and economic problems. 

The Arabs do not. In Israel there is debate, }10-pe, _pr06ress; in tl~e Arab 

world there is "ant, feudal oppression, des_peir. 

It is not surprising to me thA.t communtsm is getting a strong fo othold 

i n many areas "here Christian m_. ssions and edu:!a.tior..al ins ti t.itions havt, ex­

isted for decades. This is due, i11 no oma.11 degree, to the fact -~bat Christian 

institutions have for one reason or another plA.;,red along with feudal reaction, 

so that the miserable social and econon,ic conditions of tlJ.e masses has been 

left largely unchanged. Co:iseq_uentJy, when a new idee:logy appeared on the 
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scene which was more aggressive in its promises and in its determination to 

divide the field of power, both economic and social, the masses accepted it. 

The missionaries had, out of t~e very best of motives, created in the people 

an unsatisfied hunger for the abundant life. To fill that need, imperial 

powers, feudal regimes, and western companies doled out the good things of 

life only in tantalizing amounts. Then came revolt and revolution, but not 

the democratic form we all want. The same will happen in the Arab world if 

we pursue the course of supporting the corrupt Arab feudal regimes and forget 

the masses or do too little to advance their lot. 

A bit of evidence tha.t the American University of Beirut is not support­

ing a program which runs counter to that desired by oil companies was printed 

last fall in your own bulletin. It stated that Standard Oil of New Jersey 

was contributing $50,000 to the A.;nerican University of Beirut "because of 

peculiar service rendered to our investments in that a.rea." 

In Israel progress is for all the peopJ. e--Jew and Arab, whether Moslem 

or Christian. The presence of IsrRel in the Near East is a victory for demo­

cracy and may serve to point the way for the Arab nations--a way which, if 

followed, will not be totalitarian. 

Along with others, you exaggerate the "secular" character of Israel. 

You say Israeli 11 leaders have denied the existence of religious influences 

in their purely secular government." I am quite confident that if you had 

read the provisional constitution of the State of Israel, you would not make 

so categorical a statement. Israel has not created a theocracy. It has 

fashioned a state wherein there is freedom of religion (a principle scarcely 

understood in Moslem lands). The official status of religion in Israel is 

certainly no more secular than in the United States with its separe.tion of 

church and state. 

I 
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It ~ould seem to me that such a development should elicit praise from 

Christian educators and missionaries. Even if we granted that Israel is 

largely secular, should that not provide an opportunity for Christians by 

faith, work and teaching to demonstrate that Christianity is the creative 

alternative to secularism? Isn't it poor grace and destractive of Christian 

goals in sucl.1 a hostile manner to co11de1.m a peo:9le for the fact that :nany may 

not be affiliated with q,ny relig ious institutions ? I think it of value at 

this l)Oint to recall that a vital re~.son for tbat condition is that II religion" 

has been the apparent cause of so much conf l ict and persecution that many Jews 

haYe begun to feel that brotherhood and justice (goals of higr religion) may 

more readily be achieved o~tsid.e the diYisive folds of sectarian religion. 

Christians must bear a large st are of t he blame for the develo:&ment of this 

philosophy. A change will hardly be eff ected by a display of ma]ice on the 

part of Christia.n groups or by the use of t he exi steHce of an element of secu­

larism in Israel as a reason for oppcsing the es':.a.blisllment of the State and 

for supporting Arab claims. 

Very sincerel y yours, 

Karl Baehr 
KB: AF Executive Secretary 
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Dear Dr. Leiperc 

.April 4, 1949 

Hay I ansl"Ter your letter. of February 25. I have always been a supporter of the TI'orld Council of Churches and I will continue to give that support. I Ca..'lllot, however, accept the implication of your letter that the World Council has dealt fairly or courageously with the question of the Christian re­sponsibili ty to the Jews. 

The .Amsterdam statanent was shocking to the overwhelming majority of Jews who read it• The issue of Christian responsi­bility for anti-Semitism which all but destroyed Jam.sh (and, for that matter• Chri_stian) civilization in Europe was side­stepped by the Assembly.. To intimate, as the Amsterdam state­ment did, that the only soluti911 to the Jewish problem is con­version and the virtual destruction of Judaism is of little comfort to our Jewish brothers. 

The Uorld Council might, at least, have emphasized that freedom of religion is a basic human right. Judaism certainly has the right to exist as much as any other religion, Surely, the victory for brotherhood does not hinge upon the universal acceptance of a single religion. 

I like to think of the World Council as a cooperative fel­lowship of the di verse uni ts within the Christian tradition. Somehow, without wipinc out the right to carry on missionary activities, some tn>e of cooperative fellowship mu.st be extended to include other religions. There is a likelihood th~t [such a spirit of cooperation will play a part in bringing the \'VOrld together; antagonistic competition certainly will not. 

That your attitude and accusations on the Zionist question have resulted in antagonisms and hostility must be apparent to , you. The reasons tor this reaction are not difficult to find. 

For instance, I never cease to be amazed by the almost na1 ve ( if not prejudiced) w,q in which you and your colleagues from the Uear Fast implicitly rely on etVery rtport of "frightt~ violence employed against Arabs by certain extrel!list elements of the Jewish people" but never take account of Arab atrocities. 
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You speak of 11 nhole villages" having been wiped out. The Irgun did wipe out 
one village, 11 l)ei1' Ynssin, 1.1 a deplorable action which was vigorously condemned 
by the vast m3.jority of Jews. But can you list ~nother such instance? You 
use the plural 11 villagesL 11 Please name them. Isn•t that irres-i)onsible report­
ing? such selection of facts ca-rmot build the brotherhood v1e all want to see 
established and prevail in the Hear East. 

I don't like to traa.e atrocity stories becat1se they scarcoly contribute to 
mutual understanding or to a brot~1erly solution. But since you mention tTewish 
atrocities without even hinting that there might have been Arab a.t:-ocitics, I 
think it of value to record a f eTI. Have you forgotten the murder of 67 doctors 
and nurses on ut. Scopus? Was your Ch::-istian con.science sickened by the p arade 
in Gaza where the heads of Jenish boys v,ere proudly carried through the streets? 
Was it of no importance that .Arabs killed six United. Hat ions observers? 

You fail to recognize that war itself is an atrocity-- the major atrocity. 
If the .Arab states had not de:fi ed a Unit eel Ha t i ons decision ( or 11recommenda-
t ion," whichever you wish to call it) the subsequent atrocities by either side 
would not have been committed. 

In the Federal Council Bi1lletin for March, 1949, it ;is st ated that the 
Executive Committee of the 1.1orld Co11ncil of Churches heard 11 nell-documented 
reports of persecution end ruthless extermination of Christian Arabs by Jewish 
extremists in Palestine -- not old time resi de::1.ts but ne'\7C01ners who were not 
long ago themselves the victims of jJa,zi methods nhich nov, they employ against 
the former inhabitants of the Eoly Land. 11 

I 1i'!onder whether these reports were inves t igated. They conflict completely 
with other reports from Israel, namely: 

In a letter to Trygve Lie, da.ted March 21, 1Isr;r. Thor.1as Hc!.!ahon, of the 
Catholic near East Uelfn.re Associ ation, wrote: 11 0n A1:1,Gu.st 20, 1948, we asked 
you to make an inquiry regarding criminal act~ ar,ainst Christian persons and 
places during the progress of the Palestinian warfare. The undei·signed is 
happy to report that be p ersonally, after an o..xtcnded journey in the area, 
can testify to the ge~1uine desire of the gove111mont of Israel to repair the 
damage done and to maintain proper relations \·1i th the r ol:ig-ious institutes 
within its boundarieso" 

The Rev. H. R. A. Jones, :British missionar;; in Palestine, reported in a 
letter to Jerdsh Missionar.¥.J ~ews, Church liission to the Jer.1s, October 1948: 

"In Jaffa and Tel-Aviv life is no w becoming more normal~ All but 4000 
of the 70,000 .Arabs of Jaffa fled. j u st before t l1e nandate ended, aYJ.d it is 
novr controlled by the Jews. IJiss :Brool:e, writing from Jnffa says they now 
have a service evecy Sundoy, and the Jenish authorities k?low a.Yld allow it to 
go on. It s~ems the Jev,s don't mind the ni ssionary work goi!lg on, even by 
British people, as long as t hey think the workers nre their friends and not 
against them.. This in sp ite of the stro11g and wi,les:)read feeling against 
:Britain in Palestine among the Jens. It now seems that the a.iscrimination 
shown against the Hebrew Christians in re9ent montbs v:as political rather 
than religious, and they wer0 si.1.spect not so r.,uc}J. occau se of their faith, 
but their being connected with the British.n 
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On Janua~y 30, 1949, the American Frienis Service Comnittee iosued a 
press release on the report of Dr. l1oses B~iley ( of Hartford Theolocical 
Seminary) who had just rcturhed from a relief Tiork assigm:ient in Israel. 
It states: 

'-'Dr" Bailey said in his short stay in Israel he had observed many acts 
of coop eration between the Jews and the Arabs. For instance in ,A.ere a 
group of Jewish TTomen volunteer to sort th~ bales of cloth ing uhich are 
given to .Arabs, and a Jewish soap manufacturer contributed 3000 pounds of 
soa~ to be used by the Committee for Arabs. 

11Dr. Bailey commended the Israe} i Goverunent for its cooperation. He 
said the Israeli a11ny provides free truck transportat ion for QJ.al:er sup­
plies and storoge space ior supJ lies is made available whenever possible. 
He was allowed complete freedom in tjsi tine.; refugee n.reas, Dr. Bailey 
said, and was greeted with ~reat cordiality by all Israeli govemment of­
ficials with whom he came in cont:.,.ct(I" 

Why is it that such reports never come to the att~ntion of either t he 
Federal Council or the Uorld CoW1c-il of Churches? I trust it is not been.use 
the men in responsible positions do not wa-11.t to hear them. 

This Tieek I spoke uith a yonng Christian missionary to the Je1: s in Israel, 
the Rev. Robert Lj_ndsey, who is now returning to take up his ,.,ork in Jerusalem. 
I v,as interested to note how his attitudes differ ent:irely from those harbored 
by other IJear East missionaries and cd·~1cators. He did ~ot point the finger of 
scorn at the Jews of Isra el, as does the Qhri ~t i ,n Qen~, for the fact that 
a considerable section of their people Pere secularists. He condenned .Arab 
atrocities along Tiith the Jewi.sh atrocities. He felt, houever, that the U■H(l 
decision was a fair and realistic attempt at compromise. He has both Jeus and 
.Arabs as members in his congregation. He vieus t :~e social upheaval within the 
Jewish world (a.s evidenced• in ::)art, by this measure o:f secularism) as an op­
portunity for the Christian v1itness to d.emonstrate that Christianity holds the 
ansv,ers and will reV?ard the believer with a 11f'ull l l fee 11 He believ~s that 
Jewish culture can and uill be retained. by the pea~le even after e□bracing 
Christianity. They wi ~l thus become another ethnic Christian group. 

Many of us may not agree that the disturbance within Judaism is great 
enough to precipi~ate a pronounced movement toward Chrintianity. yet Ur. 
Lindsey's spirit a.Tld h is approach are, it seems to me, sociologically and 
spiri tu~ly sound. 

How the Christian witness of the TTorld Council cnn be carried to the Jews 
when our Christian leaders in .Arab areas so completely involve themselves in 
a conflict on the side of a decadent .Arab feudalism ,md criticize the Israelis 
because t~re are secularists in their midst, is beyond 1:1eL such partisanship, 
even though gladly accepted by the Moslems to serve their ends, is not likely 
to impress them and cause them to rush to tt1e bnn.Tlers of Christianity. Uor 
will it win friends among the Jews. Perhaps the tiorld Council ought to ask the 
very serious question whether Christian institutions in the Near Fast ~ave not 
become so involved j_n c.om1:romises with Arab feudalism, 1.nth oil politics, pos­
sibly even with power politics, that they have lost their real mission. 

I wish you would visit Israel, see the TTork that is being carried on for 
D.P. Jews, local Arabs a.~d all its citizens. I think you would not be so ready 
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to 11raise your eyebrows" about our statement that Israel "is reflecting the 
high ethical and moral ideas expressed by the Hebrew prophets." 

I am aware that your views are shared to some extent by the American Council 
for Judaism. I do not believe, though, that this support is a proof of their 
sou..'ldness. As you know, the American Council represents a small group of 
wealthy Jews who are badly frightened. They feel that they will be safer from 
the evils of anti-Semitism if they shout long and loud that Jews . are simply 
members of a religious group -- a denomination -- and that Judaism's spiritual 
mission cannot be lived out if the Jews develop a national state. + know of no 
reputable sociologist who would agree mth them in denying that the Jews repre:,­
sent a distinctive ethnic and cultural as well as a religious group. nor did 
the United nations, or, for that matter, our government, agree m.th that stand. 
The existence of the State of Israel mll make no cliff erence in their status as 
citizens of this country owing allegiance only to the United States, and their 
interest in Israel is to help it to receive and provide a good life for thousands 
of destitute people, and to found in it a spiritual and cultural center for 
Jewish life. nevertheless, the. Council for Jude.ism continues to harp on the 
false dilemma of dual loyalty, thereby actually serving to stimulate the a.'lti­
Semitism th~y seek to eliminate. I can discover no constructive and brotherly 
role to be played by Christians in echoing these fears and charges of the Council 
for Judaism. 

To further the cause of understanding, brotherhood and peace, both here 
and in Israel, t would like to suggest that a meeting be arranged between top 
Federal Council and World Council leaders who reside ~n Uew York, and outstandiig 
iion1st leaders. I am confident such a conference muld clarify ma~y issues 
which today are causing mi sunder standing and friction. Hay I hear from you or 
your associates at your early convenience concerning such a meeting. 

Kl3 :.AF 

Cordially yours, 

Karl Baehr 
Executive Secretary 
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.April 7, 1949 

Dear Fri end, 

I know you will be interested in the enclosed 
letters to Dr. Stephen Bo 1. Penrose, President of 
the American University of :Beirut, a'ld Dr. Henry 
Smith Leiper, Associate General Secretary of the 
~orld Council of Churches. 

We had hoped that a spirit of reconciliation 
concerning the birth of Israel would awaken in our 
leading Protestant circles, and are sorry to see 
that such has not happened. The attitude of The 
Christ~an Century as expressed in recent editorials, 
and the rece~t article by Dr. Harry Sloane Coffin, 
in ChristiA&ity end Crisis, are further testimony 
to the fact that a most hostile point of view pre­
vails. I trust that ~he enclosed letters will make 
a contribution to the creation of ~~~dersta'lding and 
goodwill. 

KB:M 
Enc 

Cordially yours, 

~6~ 
Karl Baehr 
Executive Secretary 
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April 7, 1949 

Dear Friend: 

Unfair editorials continue to be printed in~ 
Christian Centug. The editorial in the issue of 
March 16. a copy of which is enclosed, was particu­
larly unjust4 

Again we appeal to you to write pointed letters 
in reply. One of the best answers we have seen 
appeared in the April 1st iaaue of The Reconatructionist, 
a papet- "dedicated to the adva~ce of Judaism as a re­
ligious civilization. to the up-building of Eretz 
Yisroel. and to the furtherance of universal freedom, 
Justice and peaee." 

Please take time to send your message to The 
CJ;tristian CenturJ:, 407 s. Dearborn Street, Ohicago 6, 
Ill., and remember also to send us a carbon copy. 

KB:AF 
encl. 

Cordially yours, 

Karl Baehr 
Executive Secretary 



THE R:COTSTRUCTIONIST 
April 1, 1949 

THE CHRIS 1rIAN C..-!.NTURY'S CONCERN OV:3R ISRAEL 

The establishment and early a.chievements of the Ste.te of Isr2el have 
been hailed with enthusiasm by most of the American press, both secular and 
religious. A notable exception is the Christian Century. In an editorial 
in its issue of March 16th, it gives grudging recognition to the miJitary 
and ,)olitical achievements of Israel, but views wj_ th alarm the spiritual 
effects of the establishment of tl:e Jewish state. Nowhere does the editorial 
contQin any expression of gratification that, a~ last, a true home has been 
established for the homeless remnant of European Je·wry, the 9i tiful few that 
remain after the slaughter of six million of their brothers by ~rofessed 
Christians in this Christian centur:r, the twentieth century since Crrist is 
supposed to have redeemed man!clnd. No,-here is there any note of humility 
and repentance for the heartless denial to the Jews of an asylum fro:n _per-­
secution and annihilation, until they were compelled to fight for their very 
right to exist. Surely one might at least expect some joy t hat Israel was 
victorious in the desperate struggle for life which the sins of Christendom 
forced upon it. Instead, the editorial writer finds occasion only to indulge 
in carping criticism and malicious distortion of facts, to justify }is own 
hosti:iity t o the aspirations of the Jewish people for a national home. 

We cannot expect in this editorial to overcome the prejudice of the 
Christian Ce11tun, but we can expose some of its misstatements of fact and 
correct its biased interpretations. 

The editorial, for example, ininimizes the heroism "'hich ,,,on victor-,f 
for the Israeli army over vastly superior numbers. It therefore stresses 
11 the large sums contributed by Zionists in America and Britain, together 
with the readiness of Russia to make available arm from the Czech munition 
f actorles .11 That the Arab League states had been supplied ~ri th ample arms 
before the outbreak of hostilities, that Great Brita.in continued to firance 
the Transjordan government and army even during the war and durir,g the truce, 
and that every ef1ort was made by Great Britain and the United States to 
prevent any arms from reaching Israel--these facts are not mentioned. 

Tbe editor1al's comments on the elections are equally cia.sed and mis­
leading , It tries to point up the political ineptitude of the Israeli popu­
lation by callin(::, attention to the num·oer of parties in the field, "26--
count 'em!--26 parties represented in the balloting for the first parliament!" 
Actually the number of -oarties was 21, and the number whose candidates won 
sea.ts in ParliAment was onl.y 12. There was apparently no excessive difficulty 
experienced by tho plurality party, i'apai, in establishing a working coalition 
which won a vote of confidence for its program by a substantial majority. 

But even ~ore significant than what the editorial says abo~t the 
Israeli elections is what it fails to say. It maintains a sullen silence 
about the remarkable political maturity shown by the electorate despite the 
newness of the state. Here was a population of whom a great percentage had 
never previously participated in any election, a population of mixed race and 
religion, a populat.ton mostly co.u1posed of Jews who, according to the editorial 
writer, 11 seem prone to bitter internel feuds," and yet, at this first election, 
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in a ti~e of tension and strife, there were no untoward incidents, and the 
entire pop'J.lation accepted without question the verdict of the ballot. 

The editorial also vie •1s with alarm the Harxist "materialism" which 
i.s being introduced into Israel "-:J-:? the :, 'nc,, immigration' now pouring in at 
a rate of ab~ut z~r.,ooo P vear--fr::.r.~ly agnostic in it~ attitude toward all 
religion , permeated by tb~t a~co~ption in m~terial issues which, whether or 
not ~1arxi.s t i:i name 1 is Marxist in inheritance, and scornful of the ultra-
ri tualistic, traditlon-bou.nd r.ind backward-looking practices of the religious 
m~nority. 11 The distortion~ of fact contained in this statement reveal all 
the clarncteristics of the smear tactic. The fact that most of these immi­
grants come from lands now under the dominAtion of the £oviet Union, no more 
means that they are 118.rxists ,a euphemism for Communists) than the fact that 
Profess0r Einstein escaped from a Nazi-dominated Germany makes him ? i azi. 
True, many of these new im~igrants are socialists . So is the whole British 
Labor Party. So are many good Protestant read.ers of the Cr.ristian Ce11tury. 
But does not the Christian Century know th~t Zionism is pro~cribed in Russia 
as a bourgeois movemer..t7 True it is, also, that nany of the new i~migrants 
(Rnd of the old as well) are ''scornful of the ultra-ritual istic, tradition­
boun:1. and bac'--cward-lookir.g practices of the I religious' minority. 11 So what? 
D0es ttat make them atheists? 

As a matter of fact, the dominant faith of the entire Yishuv, and es­
pecif\,lly of l ts socialistic element, is a profound chaJle. ge to materialism. 
All the material factors see·ned arrayed af;ainst the fu l fi 1 ment of the Zionist 
dreams. That it •1as nevertheiess in great measure fulfil}.ed is due to Israeli 
faith in the triumph of the spirit, a faith expressed in the popular slogan, 
11 Af al pi ken vel8.mrot hakol 11 (Nevertheless, despite everything). It is a 
mistake to say, as does the Christian Century, that "a fanatical confidence 
in the ability of science and technics to achieve almost any goal the human 
mind can set," is responsible for the achievements of the Israelis. What is 
responsible is their spirit of fraternal cooperation, their zeal for freedom 
and justice, their tender compassion for the suffering of their brothers, 
their will to live Jewish. ife at its fullest and best. 

We recommend that the editorial ·writer of the Christian Qentury read 
the draft of tte Israeli constitution. Let him note the purposes of the State 
as conceived by the Israelis, their determination to carry on tte prophetic 
tradition of social justice, their concern for the needs of rion-Jewish minor­
ities, 'llheir reverence for the Sab·oath and the holy days of a.11 faiths. their 
care for the so~ial welfare of all the people. 

There rem ~ins but one more 11oint on which we must set the editors right 
and that is in res-pect to the charge that, after having driven tLe Arabs out of 
Israel, the Israelis now refuse to take the~ in or assume any responsibility 
for their welfare. The C 1ri~tia.n Century says that the Arabs were frightened 
by statements of radical party leaders and of Premier David Ben-Gurion "that 
any settlement whi~ gives less than all Palestine to the new state will be 
re6arded as only teJT1porary. 11 That charge az;ainst the State of Isr el is 
libelous. That some irresponsiblP- radice,l leaders have et times $poken in 
such term£ is trlle. but we challenge the Christian Ce turz to ouote the exact 
words of Premier Ben-Gurion to that effect and to state the~r source. Perhaps 
before he was at the ead of the Provisional government, }e may have claimed 
all of Palestine for Israel on valid historic brounds, but b.e certainly made 
no such cl im as Premier. 



-3-

The proof that the Arabs were not forced to flee in such numbers as 
claiwed is provided by Falujah. Every assurance was given in the armistice 
terms that t he Arabs of Falujah mibht, if they wished, remain and be unmo­
lested in the possession of their pi:-o. ert:r and the enjoyment of their rights. 
Nevertheles~~ nlthot..gh the Co~1ciliatio~1 C:-uu111ssion was on the spot and was 
well awa:-a :::.' ~:t .... .;;:.:.~ t....,:: L- tre.a.Liltt·11. accorded to the Arabs who had remair ed 
in Israel, no attc...npt W:J lt:_•\h,, ·o.1/ the Col!l.-n~ssio.:i to assure the Arabs t.r..at it 
was safe for them to sta~, and ~o they left in a body. Were the men of 
~,alujah driven into exile, as \A.ere the Jews whom Hitler had 1'1arked for 
slau~hter and who were denied access to their promised national home by 
Christian Britai~? 

Not a word of a_">);)reciation from the C. ris__!,ian Century for the fact 
that Israel has offered to compensate Arabs for property they left behi~d, 
or for the fact that Arab I.,raelis enjoy t:!:.e same civil and politi~al rights 
as Jews. rot a word about l:ow the Israeli government Las shouldered. the 
burden of providing for the education of 111.1 Ar~b children in Arabic-speaking 
schools, or for t : e health and other social servic~s rendered to the~, and 
the.tat a time wh n the Arab states have not yet made peace with Israel. 
CompPre the treatment of the Ar~bs in Israel by the Israeli state with the 
treatment accorded to Japansse in the United. States during the ~ar . Yet 
the Cris tian Centurv dRres ask: "Will the new Israel serve and spread these 
spiritual truths ( the teachings of the Prophets) or will 1 t sm•)ther them 
under an arrogant nationalism, which despises, when it does not deny, spiri­
tual values?" 

Of course, the State of Israel has its problems. Not everything is 
perfection in Israel; nor :ill it be. We have not hesitc-tcd to criticize 
aspects of Jewish life t~ere. But ~e are privi!eged to do so, because we 
identify ourselve s?irivually t·1ith its people and our criticism is self­
criticism. The CLristian Century has not earned tnat privilege . It has 
shown no s~roipathy with lsrael. Let it remove the beam from its own e ~es 
before seek i n,· to remove the mote from the eyes of its brother-faith, for 
tl.i.e future of which it expresses such sanctimonious concern. 

* * 



TRE CHRISTIA.i.'J CENTURY 
March 16, 1949 

ISRAEL AND JUDAISM 

Zionist armies have won a surprising and overwhelming victory, and 
the new state of Israel stands triumphant on the map of the Near East. 
Weeks or months may be required to settle all the issues still being nego­
tiated with the various members of the Arab League, but the political de­
cision has been reached. Those who contend that war never settles any­
thing may be right if a sufficiently long vista of history is taken into 
account. But war can bring short~range decisions. It has done so in the 
Near East. The Zionist nation is a fact and its Arab neighbors are ack­
nowledging it to be such. 

This paper has been frankly surprised by the speed and ease of the 
?ionist victory. When the fighting started, we did not believe that it 
would be possible for the Zionists to put a well armed force with neces­
sary reserves of munitions in the field for a long time to come, if ever. 
However, the large sums contributed by Zionists in America and Britain, 
together with the readiness of Russia to make available arms from the 
Czech munitions factories, completely changed this side of the picture. 
At the same time, the Arab states proved to be in a far more advanced 
stage of inner disintegration than we had realized. The Arab League 
turned out to be as hollow a simulation as the Zionists contended. When 
fighting started, th_e rhetorical zeal for war of Lebanon, Syria, Irak and 
Saudi Arabia soon showed it had no substance behind it. After his British­
led legion occupied the old city of Jerusalem, Abdullah of Transjordan lost 
interest in further fighting; he never lifted a finger while his Egyptian 
allies were getting walloped. And the Egyptian army, which looked impres­
sive on paper with its thousands of dandified officers and its superior 
equipment, proved in action to be like the Rumanian army under the cor­
rupted monarchy, 

I. 

There is not much point in trying to analyze the CR.uses of Zionist 
victory. It is the fact that the Zionist state has been established which 
counts. What is the outlook for this new Israel? What part will it play 
in the affairs of the Near and Middle East? How will its existence affect 
the str~gle for control of the eastern lfediterranean1 And what will its 
influence be on Judaism? On none of these issues is anything more than a 
tentative answer possible at this juncture. But all of them deserve to be 
thought about. 

First of all, the whole world needs to realize that a powerful new 
force has been released in the Semitic world. (It is often forgotten, when 
Zionism is being discussed, that the Arabs too are Semites. They are, in 
fact, purer Semites, after these centuries of Jewish dispersion, than the 
Jews.) This new force which the Zionist victory has turned loose among the 
Semites is the force of enthusiasm. It is the belief that Kismet can be 
challenged, the whole aspect of life changed and that there are few impos­
sibles. This enthusiasm expresses itself in a fanatical confidence in the 
ability of science and technics to achieve almost any goal the human mind 
can set. 
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On matters of politics, Israel starts its national career 
sadly divided. There were 26 -- count 1 em - 26 parties represen­
ted in t!1e balloting for the first parli.arnent. If the diale ~tical 
proclivities of the youthful immi gr Ants ~r3 not curbed, there may be 
twice th 1, J..: many the n ~x-t. t~Jc.e t h e n l:L ';:. C.i. s.:;--i s to t he -pol ls. },·J::: on 
the w,;nde!'-\•10rking r,m;E.-:::- of sci encF. fill d Le ..,:,.rLo] og:r , and on t : .... :-. wi ::.1 
to use t !l!.s -power to t h e 11:.:moC!·e,, all b 1~ th6 mos t rigidly or \i:'!.cdo .. 
of the n ew nation's inha:bi t an ts are agresd., Tt is may brin~ s0me 
a s tonishir:g material rl.evelonments in wha t for centuries has b s en a 
-poverty-stricken land. The yo·1thful Israelis know that tech 1ology 
will either nroauce these developments or ~ha t t heir sta.te wil l be 
at th e mercy of tlie nhilnrlt·1 r o,Jic ir.mulse::; of ri ch Jews i n J.me1·ica, 
Br ~.t&i n and :B'rance" Tbcj- have no s tomach fo1 o.::-1y such p ro t'ip 0cto 
Hence t h ei r enthusiasm for scier,, ce and its r ro ci.u,::n,so 

The combination of technological ex ansion in the towns and 
cities with the snread of scientific farmi r,s in the ki butzim --
the cooperative farming- colonies - will, if it achieves the aims 
Zionists avow, have even Il'lore effect in the s urro iinding Arab lands 
than in Israel itselfp That is one of the t h ir,,gs most feared by the 
Arab rulers and landlords.. They f ear th&t what happened in Turk ey 
may soon, under the impulse of ~ revived Palestine, happ en in these 
other countries which have stagnated under the dead weight of 
Islamic tradition. Moreover, they fear that Israel will have a p ro­
found cultural influence in all th E! t r art of the Easto The Zl onists 
can be counted on to stress t !1e i m- ortance of universal education, 
to foster all fonns of artistic ex,)ression, and to nush the emanci­
pation of women as far as it is n'lshed any,;,.1h ere el~ e on earth. 
(So far, in fact, that there 1,1.rill be a minority in Israel who will 
find that probably the mo~t disquietin g asµect of the new state.) 

II. 

However, it must be borne in mind that the new nation starts 
its career surrounded by the fear and. hatred of its nei.~hbors. 
American Zionists tend to brush t his a side a.s an unreasonable at-
ti tude on the part of the Arabs and to take co nfort in a belief that 
the wise and friendly course of the new government will banish all 
such feelin s. But t his fear and hatred are serious f actors in the 
r.iroblem faced by the new sta te, and they should not be left out of 
account. The fear grows out of the declaration by radi cal parties in 
Israel, and by Premier David Ben Gurion, tha,t any settlement which 
gives less than all Palestine to the new ste.te will be regarded as 
only temporary. The radical parti e s go farther; they make the an­
nexation of Transjordan a maj or nlank in their platfonn. The hatred 
fest6rs in the hearts of the Arabs who have fled for refuge to the 
surrounding states. 

How many of these Arab refugees are there? God only knows. 
Estimates vary from 500,000 to .750,000. Here in the office of The 
Christian Century ,,e are recei7ing numbers of letters and re~orts 
from Christian relief workers among these refugees. We are incapable 
of conveying any adequate sense of the curnulati ve effect of these 
reports. They reflect one of the most terrible human tragPdi es in 
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this brutal period. Israel rPfuses to acknowledge any resnonsibility 
for the~e refugees. It arf.Ues that there was no reason for the Arab 
flight· that it was organized by Arab leaders to clear the fighting 
areas for an exnected massuc-re of Jews; trat those 1t.1ho fled eXpected 
to return in the wake 0f vtctorious Arab arrnie and rossess themselves 
of the loot from Jewish r•umes. 

But this is not the tale these refugees tell the Christian 
workers in their pitiful C8I!lps. Without excention, they eay they 
fled in terror, especially after the massacre at Deir Yassin, That 
was a horror wor('>e -han Lidice, for in Lidice nnly the 'llen and boys 
were slaughtered. The Israeli attitude seems to be: 11 It is of course 
too bad that so many Arabs have suffere •• so needlessly. But they 
suffered by their own choice, and having once left this country they 
cannot come back. The A:-ab states must look after them from this 
point on. We regard the! r departare as a lucky break in helning to 
solve our immigro.tion problem. 11 Dr. Aubrey S. Eban, I rael 1 s re­
presen tati ve at the United Nations, took this position in eaking 
before the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations the other day. He 
said that Israel would settle the question of Arab return by giving 
11 -p riori ty to the rrincinle of demograT'hic consi rtencyo 11 Which moved 
the Chicago Dflily :;Pws to comment editorially: "The 1r,rinciple of 
nemo~raphic consis t ency' ~as apnlauded by an audience i~ , ~ich almost 
e, .. ery member _-ould have been shocked if it had been called racial and 
religious liscrimination." 

It is going to take a long time indeed, with very great wisdom 
cmd many nroofs of active friendshi:9, for Israel to ov-ercome this sur­
rounding fear and hatre·l. 

III. 

Sol'!let ,lin ~ should be said about the noli ti cal outlook within 
the new state. How will a, govornment function when it starts with 26 
parties for a nopulation smaller than that of Maine? It is hard to 
tell. Already there are dee-r internal cleavagPs, althongh these are 
naturally covered up as much as ossible from outside eyes. But the 
rift between Dr Weizmann and Premier Ben Gurion has been out in the 
onen for .. ears. For some reason which .1e have never unuerstOL)d, Jewish 
orgc.!Ili attonf srem nrone to bitter internal feudsQ (Wttness the rows 
which ueriodically rock the Zionist organizations in this country; one 
of ttem is t the height of its fury right now.) As the government of 
Isra.el tries to carr.r out a policy of neutrali t ..r in world affairs, and 
in domestic a£fair~ a nolicy of com romise between a capitalistic 
develoTlment of industry ,md a socialistic devP.lo-pment of agriculture, 
hat will happen? We don 1t kno ·• But the 'Dathway will not be smooth. 

IV. 

We have a d~eper concern, ho •ever, with regard to the effect 
which the victory of the new state will have on Judaism, We regard 
Judaism as one of the main sources of man's spiritual i.,.lurnination, its 
law~iver~ and ronhets as thP lineal forerunners of Jesus the Christ, 
and its scri~tures as the ric'h. soil fn which was nurtured that harvest 
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of eternal truth ,1hich is garnered in the .. Jew Testament. The ethical insight of the great Hebreu prophets is as ap:_)li cable to tl e needs of men i!l this century as it \7as to the needs of men in the eighth century ].C. ffil 1 t hi s ne\7 Israel serve and S'_!_) reaii these spiritual truths, or nill it smother them U..'lder an arroga'lt nationalism uhich de~pises, when it does not deny, spiritual vnlues? 

There is a fateful problem here which only a few great Je 7ish lea ers, such as the late Judah 1:agnes, have perceived. Unf ortunatel~r, in Palestine itself the coming struggle for control is goi!lg to find the most aggressive and productive citizenship -- particularly the ''new immisTation" now pouring in at a rate of about 250,000 a year -- frDnl:ly a6noGtic in its attitudes toward all religion, permeated by that absorp­tion in material issues which, whether or not Marxist in nar1e, is 1Iarxi st by inheritance, and scornful of the ultra-ritualistic, tradition-bound mid b[lckr-ard-looking practice~ of the 11relit;ious" minori t r. Aside from the influence of the Hebrew University and possibly of a handful of con­greg tions in Tel Aviv a'ld i!l the nevr city of Jeruselemj Judaism in I~rael ill be largely represented by the most bel .ted and anti-progres­sive forcec in the p oDulation. 

The result may prove u_fortunate for Judaisn, the faith of the proi1hets, in t ,-o n~·e. In Palestine it ncy confirm the vigorous and ( in the main) youthful portion of the population in its belief that the highest destiny of the Jen is to estnbli sh another '.!'.lationali sm in a r:orld tlready cursed by too ma"l'ly nnd too self-assertive nationalisms. At the present moment, the general feeling in Je 1ish circles in western Europe and the western hemisphere is of rejoicing that Judai m nou has a state of its own to which anJ Jew nho feels i.n :·Jeril or bri.rred from o::,portu.."11.ity can go ond denand security and a satisfying livelihood as his righte But if the immigrant finds hinself in a community where the achievement of nationhood is exalted as the supreme good and worship is shunted aside as a curious or even un,:,elcome hangover from a discarded past, how long rrill this trans­pl:1nted being retain the one element in his life 1.1hich gives it distinctive menning? 

But tl ere is a"tlother thing this triumph of Jerri.sh nationaliCTn may do to Judaism outside Palestine. It may further emasculate the religiou,s. contribution of the universal religion of Judaism to the spiritual puri­fication a"tld strengt' ening of ~estern society. This is too big a sub-ject to be treated here as it deserves. Yet it cannot be allowed to go without mention« Uor~hip in Jewish con6 recations in this country has fre­quently tended in recent years to oscillate between ritualistic forms ui th debntable constructive influence a'ld synagogical 11 senions" that were preoccupied either \'7i th the ill-treatment suffered by Jens or with the passing political and cultural parade. Aside from the hieh holy daysf a render of tcnn.,?le sermon topics gets the impression that mnny congregations hear less about Isaiah than about Tennessee ~illiams, ~ouis Bromfield and :Bertrand Russell. To the extent to uhich the met1bers and rabbis of such congregations now become absorbed in the sup~ort of a national state which is neutral toward, and l ... rgel~r i:idifferent to, the fate of Judaism as a faith, to that extent the remarkf:i.ble tril:unph now culminating in the er.ierg­ence on history• s stnge of the new Israel may turn out to be one of the dnrkest trRgedies in the record of Judaism. 
• • • • 
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This organizolion combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the work of both orgonizations. 

FOR IMMEDI.ATE REI,EASE 

AMER! C.!\IJ CHRIST I.AU P .ALEST Il!E COMllITTEE 

IS SPOI;soBilJG STUDY TGUR IU ISRAEL 

_____ ... 

OUTSTAlJDiiJG CHRIS~IAU CLEF.GYi.:EI.J, EDITCRS AUD 1-'UBLIC FIGURES 

HAVE BEEIJ IlJVI~ED TO PARI'ICIPATE IU T 70 ~7E2KS 1 SELilJ.b.R 1IB I CH BEGIUS OlJ I:AY 1ST 

-------

Uew Yorkp April 12 -- Reva Karl Baehr, executive secretary of t he American 

Christia.Tl Palestine Com111ittee. announced that a.Tl outstanding group of distinguished 

.American Christians have been invited to part ... ci1)at e in a t wo \"leeks' Study Tour 

in Israel,, The group will depart for t h e Je1:1ish Stat e on ~:ci l 20t l1 via t he 

11 Q).leen Uary". After short stop-overs in Paris a..11d Rome, they will convene in 

Tel Aviv on May 1st for an u!_lT>recedented Study Tour that nill include every point 

of interest in the Holy La.."ld. 

It has been learned from Rev. Baehr thnt the study Tour of Israel has been 

made available to a carefully selected group of prominent educators, edi tors, 

churchmen and public figures uho have been long interes ted in t he Palestine problem 

and the growth of Israel. The American Christian Palestine Comt1i ttee, the spon­

soring agency of the Tour, corip:rises a membership of s everal thousand leading 

Christians in the United States. It is headed by u. s. Senator Owen Breuster of 

Maine a.11d U. s. Senator Robert F. Wagner of Uew York. 

According to the announcerient of t he American Christian Palestine Cornni ttee• 

the study group will be given an opportunity to view at first hand the various 
. 

problems now facing Israel, and to appraise the future prospects of the Jewish 

(more) 
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State as an independent nation among the nations of the v10rld. 

It as a1mounccd that s1) ecial arrangements have been made ui th the Israeli 

Government to place all of its facj.lities at t}:e dispos~l of .American members of 

the study group. The two weeks' Study Tour throughout Israel ni:1 give the .Ameri­

can visitors a maxim1.un oppc;,rtunit;l to see-k nnd visit those ~)laces in uhi ch t hey_ 

evil1ce a personal interest. It \ ill r .. ot b e a guided tour, Rev. Baeh r disclosed. 

Particip ants in the Study seminar r,ill be :rec to travel wherever they choose 

during the several dnys available to t h em on their tour agenda. 

Particular points of study will include vi 3i ts at government ci =>oncies, 

farm settlemEmts, holy p laces, educational in~titutions, t heaters and.military 

encampments, a.'ld appointments \TI. th highly placed eovernment officiaJ.s. 

On A1Jril 19th, t he .A.oerican Christian Pal0st i ne Committee o. f icial pointed 

out, a "get-together" luncheon will be held i!1 tl e 1Iotel Ba.rbizon of Hew York 

City to introd 1ce all t he y,articip a!lts to t b ei~ colleagt:.es a.11d to o:rient them 

with the numerous features of their Study Tour. 

Particip ants in the Isro.el seminar nill ir~clu de: Eon. Stanley W, Church, 

mayor of Uew Rochelle, lT~w York; l~arshall IJ . Daria, editor of t h e Orer:QE__Journal 

of Portland, Oregon; Mrso Louise So Freese, feature \·1riter for the Si_~ City 

J ournPl Tribune ·of Sioux City, Ioua; Judg e oeorge E. Holt, Circuit Judc e for the 

11th Judicial Circuit of Fiorida; Spencer D. Ir,1in associate editor of the 

Cleveland Plain .Jlfilller~ Dre John Paul Jones, minister of the Union Church of 

Brooiclyn, Ue\7 York; Dean Thomp s C. Pollock of Ue 1 Y<?rk University 1 dean of tbe 

Wahington Square College of Arts and Sciences; Rev~ Reuben K. YoungdaLl, promi­

nent clergyman from Minneapoli., 1innesota; and Revc .K~l Baehr,, executive sec­

retary of the .A."Dericrui Clu .. istian Palestine Commi tt ao 

- 30 -
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Brtenmd Jtarl BMbr 
r.xttcuti ft creta-y, J,wioan Chr1at1ID 
Pal..UM C4911\t.- , 

L1 last L2nd 9tren 
._ Yark 17 • Jiff York 

., dear Rlnvend Buhr, 

I blffl9 just nrd.abed reading the t.o letters hlcb J'OU 

addNsaed to DI-. Penroee and to Dr-. !Ad.per. Tbq uw 

aplandld. 

011t cordial.lJ yourc• 

A.BSA H!LI.EL SILVER 

AHStrlh 



'TRUTH' GOAL SET 
FOR ISRAEL TOUR 

TE\12 S, '\\ 
ate editor of The Cleveland Plain 
Dealer; Dean Thomas Clark Pol­
lock of the Washington Square 
College of Arts and Sciences, New 
York University, and the Rev. 
Reuben K. Youngdahl, pastor of 
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis. Dr. C.H. Voss Asks Study Group Three ·others who will make the t ,.. t F t t o· I trip were unable to attend yester-o ue ac 

5 0 
ispe day's "hon voyage luncheon." l'hey 'Misinformation' Here are W. W. Edel, president of Dick­

inson College; the Rev. Harvey W 
Hollis, executive secretary of the Eleven persons who will visit Albany Council of Churches, a_nd • the Rev. Dr. John Paul Jones, mm-Israel and neighboring areas on. a ister of the Union Church of Bay "study tour" under the sponsorship Ridge, Brooklyn. 

of the American Christian Pales- "You are going with open minds tine Committee were urged yester- and sensitive spirits, but with no day to bring back the truths that preconceived notions or pre-estab­would dispel "misinformation and lished conclusions," Dr. Voss said. untruths about Israel." "We ask you to return with only Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, chair- one requirement fulfilled: come man of the group's executive coun- with facts and established truths cil, spoke at a luncheon at the so that misinformation and un­Barbizon Hotel for the delegates, truths about Israel may be dis­who will sail today on the Queen pelled. 
Mary. "Too often is Israel inaccurately The delegates, to whose expenses and inadequately interpreted; too local affiliates of the committee many times is Israel unjustly ac­have contributed, include the· fol- cused of wrong.doing and unfairly low\ng: described to the general public. By The Rev. Karl Baehr, executive your reports you can right the secretary of the committee; Mayor balance." Stanley W. Church of New Ro- ---------: chelle, N. Y.; Marshall N. Dana, 

editor of The Oregon Journal, Port­
land; Mrs. Louise S. Freese, col­
umnist on The Sioux City (Iowa) 
Journal-Tribune; Judge George E. 
Holt of Florida's Eleventh Judicial 
Circuit; Spencer D. Irwin, associ-

New 
vites 
II 
ve 
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2 Crime H•nging• Po•tponed 
FR NKFORT, Germany. April 

22 l P>-Army headquarters aatd 
today t t a I y o! execution had 
be n nt"d to two convicted w r 
aimin I who w re cheduled to 

Ang today t Land8hforg- prison .. 
o r 110n wa givf'n. They were 

GeorJl'P. h JIP.rma r . ma~ter Pr• 
Jl'e nt convicted of having beaten 
to~ th ver I Inmates of Dachau 
conrentr lion camp and Hermann 
Dammann, member of the Home 
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STOP WORLD DRIVE, 
ISRAEL IS WARNED 

Arab League Crisis Held Result ISRAEL TO LAUNCH 
AUSTERITY PROJECT Of Zayim' s Recent Coup in Syria 
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L. J. Rosenwald Tells Judaism 
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Suspicion- Recognition of New Regime 

by U.S., Britain and France Seen Near 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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This organization combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the work of both organizations. 

FOR IMUEDIATE RELEASE 

U. S • CHRI S'lj IA!J STUDY G :dOUP , OH TOUR OF P AL]ST I lE, 

UHJu3LE TO GAIU EUTRY TO OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM 

- - ........ 

GROlJP IHCLUDES 3 JOUPlULISTS, MAYOR, JUIGE, 

2 IBHVER8ITY OFFICIALS AIJD CHRISTIAU RFLIGIGUS LEADERS 

Mew Yorl: --- .An .Arrnri can group of educators, clergymen~ editors and public 

figures--· on a St.rdy T01.1 r jn Israel -- were l)revented from vi~it1nr; the OJ.i Ci~y 

of JcrusaJ em, de~~y,i te st:·0:1.g appeals made to 11embers of the .AJ"lerica.;1 Cons1 lar 

Service ~nd UH reprd:-)er1: Etti ves. This information wa,.. rccei ved ~oac1y in a wire 

f:r:om the Rever nd Kc1.::·l B<.J \1hr, Executive Secretary of the .A.inericnn Christian 

Pale~tine Com:n, tcee :-nd. L.inself a member of the study grou.p., TI1e .American Chris­

tia."1 Palestine Cor.1Mittee is the sponsoring organization of the tr;o-week Study 

Tour which was just completoi :n Israelo 

.Amon;:'; the group s eel-::inc3 to visit and report on conditions in the Old City 

(now under the control of the Transjordan Arab Legion) ere three .American jour­

nalists: r.farsha::1 He- Dana~ editor of the g,reeo.rr.._.r.cJ.:.-:-~11.. of Portla"ld., OregonJ 

Ohio; and • :·s Louise So Fre'3se1 sp~cial. feature writer for the ~ .. :'.'. ~i~ 

sI.Q..'tµ'r .=1 ~ .. _ ~:~iQ~ of Sioux City, Iowa. Other members of the study sc:.n:1.Lr· :· b~rred 

froi!l t '1v historic Old C~ty, where many of the Christian shrines a!ld ho -i.y ~ -:_;1c-es. 

are locnted, were:. Hon. sta."l.ley I. Church, mayor of new Rochelle, New Yo, !c, .Dr. 

Uilliam W, Edel, president of Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pen."l.sylvania, Fev~ 

(more) 



t hG full 00opa ... ation. of t he Is1' 20:i r:01rcr:--ue·11t 1n sec: .u;g out t 1ose plnce~ i n which 

Ci~ies vi s ited by t :1c Chr 13ti~n rtuf;y· ~1art i c ipant s inclu0ed J aff i 1Jn.1,nreth, 

gr s,1p al~o toured t h::ouch Gal :!. lco 11 t~1 e Jo:i:-c a.11 . Vt J..J. ey , t Le l~eeov~ an tl. vr,r ~ c,u s 

11r<> Baehr re"r~aled that hi s r:roup had. ne<1 e it a po ~r t to r:cet ¥15. t h Chris t ian 

clergymen, v1herev r r possible, and v~sited a. !1uruber of CLi•:i ctinn ed1,cati o!lal initi­

tutions, orpharwgcs a.l'ld rr.onasteri r.s c 

It was lear ned that t ~1e st, dy Tour group had been r eceived by J Dmes G. 

McDonal<;l, .Americnn AmbassaC.or to Israel, and by c n11mbor of Isrneli Government of­

ficials. r_rhe American tourists also visited t h e Arab villece of Abu~osh and the 

Druse village of Asfia. In · eBch instanc~ they ,.-,ere enterta.i ned by the Arab 

Jukhtar ( chieftain.) of these com: ;uni tieso 
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